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SIK's second intensive 
campaign against venereal di
sease is underway. We <<ould 
like to have 100% cooperation 
among our members and friends 
during March.

It is extremely important 
that we conduct this campaign 
on a person-to-person basis. 
Make certain that our bro
chures, lapel buttons, and 
match books, which have been 
designed to create comment 
and discussion, are made a- 
vailable to your friends. It 
is important that you, as in
dividual members or friends 
of the organization, make 
certain that the comments and 
discussion are acted upon.

Know your facts: Venereal 
disease in this community HAS 
reached epidemic proportions. 
It is spreading rapidly be
cause many are una.vare of the 
symptoms of syphillis; in
deed, there may be no symp
toms at all until it reaches 
a stage where lengthy and ex
pensive treatment is re
quired. SIR's past October 
program helped reduce the 
number of venereal disease 
cases in the community, but 
we still have a long way to 
go before it is eradicated. 
Emphasize the fact that all 
public health records con
cerning venereal disease are 
CONFIDENTIAL. The health de
partment has assured us that 
NO other government agency, 
including the F .B .I . ,  State, 
or local police forces may 
have access to any of this 
information.

Because of the success of 
our October program, SIX has 
won many friends in the Pub
lic Health Service, and 
others. Let's keep these
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Proprietor Peggy foster 
has announced that March 15th 
will be an evening of great 
expectation at the Golden 
Cask. In connection with T.G. 
members, Bill Plath, Darryl 
Glied, and Bob toss, a lavish 
stage shov vill be presented. 
It will feature the enter
tainers of Our Community whom 
we have all come to love.

The reason for all the 
festivity is that it 's  "Bene
fit Nie&t" for the Council on 
Religion and the Homosexual. 
The gross receipts will go to 
the Council. All liquor, 
wages, and expenses have been 
generously donated by the 
Cask. From the time the bar 
opens at $ p.m. that Monday 
evening, the Cask is prepared 
to handle the largest crowd 
it has hosted since starting 
business. '.Ve encourage all 
our members and friends to 
help a pood cause by joining 
in on a great time.
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friends and increase their 
number in March by fulfilling 
this important responsibility 
to our community. "CHECK 33" 
yourself and urge all you 
kno/f to do so.

VOLUK'fZSK WORKERS SEEDED! 
CALL SIR: "MANJADE"

SPEOAL 
GROUPS HOLD 
!NTEREST
Hiking

On Washington's Birthday 
twelve of SIR's hardy members 
hiked to the top of Mt. Dia
blo. Ihere's been no report 
on ho^ many times they stop
ped to rest on the way up. 
but the members asked claimed 
the Fifth Amendment.

Nevertheless, each of them 
enjoyed the hike well enough 
to sign up for the next one 
which is to the summit in 
Portola State Park.

If you are rough and tough 
enough to join them on future 
excursions and wish to do so, 
call MA 6-$233.

Ttteatre

Led by 3ill Plath, this 
group attended "The Commit
tee" and a performance of the 
San Francisco Ballet Company 
recently. Next on the agenda 
is a night at Finnochio's and 
later a performance of the 
"Moiseyev" dance group from 
Russia.

If you want to join SIR 's 
group,call Bill at 'M  2-0294.

Conversation

The group has outgrown it
self and split in t^o sec
tions, each meeting Friday at 
the same time but at differ
ent locations with each dis
cussing a different subject.

The lively discussions of 
the "Free Speech Movement," 
"Location of a Life Long Love 
Partner," and "The Ideal Love 
Relationship," testify to the 
reason fcr the popularity of 

(Continued on Page 2)

:REMEMBER SIR'S MEMBERSHIP MEETING MARCH 15 AT 8 :00  P.M.
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by Bill Beardemphl

A basic desire of every 
person is to satisfy the 
feeling that he belongs. This 
task for a homosexual takes 
on gigantic proportions.

Most of us can never be 
completely at home wit h our 
families; on our jobs we at
tempt to ignore others or 
build a wall between co-work
ers and ourselves. With the 
"straichts" we alvays find 
ourselves put aside as pert 
of that weird group, or, when 
accented we are a "real ch.n* - 
acter - but lots of crazy fun
- swell BUT - ya kno<* what I 
mean." ifherever we go, walk
ing on the street, at the 
theatre, or church on Sunday, 
we search faces for others 
like ourselves so we can ease 
the alone feeling. Our con
stant question is , "Is  he?"

'.That a relief to become 
part of a gay crowd in a bar 
when we can no longer stand 
it and we have got to relax. 
3ven here we search faces and 
ask, "Is  he", but meaning is 
he the law. '<fe are living a 
difference that society never 
lets us forget.

'.Vhen we think about what 
we are forced to live with 
because of the silly games 
society says we must play, 
then it becomes clear just 
what all this noise that ho- 
mophile organizations make is 
about. Some can call it edu
cation, some can call it civ
il rights, you can call it 
just about anything that you 
would like. Ihe fact remains 
that we are put outside the 
comforts of society yet we 
are forced to pay double and 
more just to go on living in 
society.

I know that some are g) ing 
to say t)a t I need soft vio
lins for this song, but even 
they will have to face facts.

t h a t  bugs me is all the 
noise, the sobbing violins 
and the constant wringing of 
hands helplessly.

That is *hy SIS was formed. 
?e want to get rid of the 
feeling sorry for ourselves. 
<e are not helpless and we 
ran do so m eth in gabout these 
things, .then it cones to ful
filling our lonely feelings, 
then is the time to get out 
with others like ourselves 
and do something we like. 
Maybe it 's  just to talk with 
other gay people with some 
sense on subjects that inter
est us a ll . Thirty members 
of SIR get together weekly 
for just that ; conversation. 
Maybe it 's  just a good long 
walk in the country we need; 
every Sunday over a dozen 
members take a hiking trip to 
some interesting spot in this 
area. Maybe it 's  the theatre; 
we have a group that goas to 
sho<*s. Maybe you like to 
bowl; well, SIR has a bowling 
night that's a wow and be
lieve it or not we are going 
to bowl a team from DOB's. 
When Mattachine gets a bowl
ing team and plays SIR you 
can bet your life that ni%it 
I am going to be there cheer
ing when ve beat the _____  out
of them. This is only a sam
ple of the things that our 
Jocial Activity Groups are
doing.

Our 
intend 
ci sco

credo is ACTION. Ve 
to live in San fran- 

and have as much of a 
ball as any but vhen it comes 
to making a social fabric, or 
curing VD, or doing any of 
the one hundred and one 
things that need doinc; in Our 
Community, than it looks like 
we are going to have to do it 
ourselves if it is ever roing 
to be done.

If youwnatto be a part, 
it is the easiest thing in 
the world to do; 03 me to any 
SIR meeting,next one is March 
15, and see if you can ful
fill  your needs. S I T s  pro
gram depends on every gay YOU 
in San Francisco joining in 
with others. YOU CAN BELONG.

THANK YOU - we wish to thank all those who contributed 
to offsetting the expenses arising from the 
January 1st ball. Donations are still 
needed. Your contributions will continue to 

'b e  accepted with our deepest gratitude. The 
cut off date for contributions is April 19.

- Board of Directors

J O < M  T O B A Y
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ACTIVITIES -

this croup.
Slated for future discus

sions are such topics as 
"Does Any Pornography Deserve 
Censer sh ip ," "Human Rights 
and Homosexuals," and "The 
Age factor in Homosexuality."

If you are interested in 
joining the discussion groups 
phone SIR for information.

Art

The art group meets on Sun
day afternoon under the di
rection of Gene Swartz. Most 
o f t  h e  work for posters, 
dance decorations, and like 
SIR projects have been done 
by this group.

Individual creation has 
g i v e n  fascinating results 
during afternoon drawing ses
sions of still life  and human 
figure compositions. Much in
teresting clay work is being 
undertaken by some of the 
members.

Gene can be reached at 776- 
3460 for more information.

Bowline

One of the most 
groups has been m 
Thursday nights. 
Bowling Club. A 
some of the girls 
resulted in a 2 
their favor. A 
contemplated. If 
bowl with the c 
touch.

active, fun 
e e t 1 n g 
I t ' s t  h e  
match with 

from D .O .B . 
to 1 win in 
rematch is 
you want to 
lub, get in

-JOIN A GROUP TODAT- 
-0R-

-HELP FORM A NEW GROUP- 
-IF-

-NONE YOU LIKE IS ACTIVE-

VECTOR 
t u n e d  *o x th ty  by th t
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Oear Reader;

W e h o p a t o o b t a i n t h e t o o p e r a t i o " o f a ) ) g r o u p * ! n t h e c o « n < M n ) t y M < t t ) e t  
t h i * C * ) * n d < r w ) ) t b * * w i a p o r t < M t M r v i c < ) n p t * n n i n ) 9 y o u r * o c ! < ) * c t ! v ) t ) t !  
and !n keep!ng you informed a t  t o  Mhat i *  gotng on )n San Franci MO and the 
S l y  A r e * .

Fortnformettonca)) MA6-S!H
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S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

3.R.H. W5EUS UJMsTlORd

The fbllowing latter has 
been received from Th# Coun
cil on Religion and the Homo
sexual, Inc., Robert 4alker, 
freasn-er. 3)0 Ellis Street, 
San Prancisco, California:

"The Council on Religion 
and the Homosexual, Inc. has 
started action on significant 
educational, moral and civil 
rights aspects which affect 
all areas of the homosexual 
community in the bay area. 
The Council recognises the 
important work of existing  ̂
homophile organisations ana 
does not intend to replace or 
superimpose itself on these 
groups. Rather it intends to 
supplement the <tork of these 
groups where such action 
seems appropriate and to es
tablish dialog (mutual com
munication) with many influ
ential segments of San Fran
cisco leadership.

* ........ Traditional f u n d
raising sotn-ces such as pic
nics, dances, riffles, etc. 
are the principal source of 
income for the existing or
ganisations and ths Council 
feels it nouM not be appro
priate to usurp the _prior 
claim of these groups. There
fore it is necessary to rely 
principally u p o n  contribu
tions from individuals and 
corporations who are inter
ested in furthering the work 
of the Council.

"You are asked to search 
your conacience and detenu ins 
the amount of money which 
would be appropriate for you 
to contribute to the general 
operating expensss of ths 
Council. You may contribute 
any amount, however we will 
glv* certificates for dona
tions as follow#:

Pstron $100.00
Sponsor $2$.00
Supporter $5.00

"Please send your donation 
today in order that we may 
proceed with the vital work 
of the Council."

^ittortan €orncr
2 5 0 0 e t a p  A t .  

& a n  f r a M i p t o

YOUR HOST 
GEOROE ZELL

at the piano-

-Tuesday thru Satmrday - R O G E R  V O N  
-Sunday t Monday - M E M R Y  M I D O E T T

€ n t e r t a m m c n t  ^ i t H p
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The Gordian Knot
by Bill Beardemphl 

PART II

The Oracle of the Gordian 
Knot blocked men from con
quering Asia by diverting 
their concern from fulfilling 
actions. .Vhen Alexander cut 
the knot he destroyed the 
psychological deterrent that 
had prevented the spread of 
.Vestem Culture throughout 
Asia. On all sides men have 
self-defeating diversions.

There are limits beyond 
which acts become self-de- 
feating; such as those of the 
libertine who flaunts conven
tion for the sake of the 
taunt and the man who cannot 
grapple with society's stand
ards; these persons are 
forced into acting out a role 
of worthlessness. Some indi-* 
viduals bind their actions 
with such strict control that 
they do not act at all, and 
other individuals do not act 
because of social restric
tions. All of these "types" 
sublimate their natures to 
hostile and cruel actions. 
These extremes sho<* a lack of 
awareness of human nature. 
Life fulfillment is the oppo
site of such destructive con
ditions. The individual must 
not act in such a way as to 
negate his being or in such a 
manner that results in a sub
limation of his nature to o- 
pen destructiveness.

Man must by nature exist 
in relation with other men; 
even the hermit does so by 
antithesis in attempting to 
limit his human contacts. 
When one speaks of life  ex
perience, he cannot take it 
out of the context of all 
life experience, which is the 
history of mankind as a 
changing-becoming process. 
Part of the historical col
lective life experience of 
mankind becomes, necessarily, 
part of the individual's life 
experience. Trial and error 
teaches man that a balance 
must be maintained betveen 
experiences or his percep
tions lead to false judg
ments. 3ven a man's reli
gious 'revelations" are use
ful to others only as they 
reinforce or are consistent 
with the collective life  ex

perience, or they are reject
ed. All contemporary oracles 
must base their statements on 
proofs substantiated by sci
entific method. If  a man 
tends to a better perception 
or awareness, he must realize 
that this is possible only if  
he evaluates his experiences 
in relation to the evalua
tions of otha* persons. Des
pite the obvious fact that 
objective considerations are 
judged subjectively, man must 
be cognizant that other per
sons exist and perceive and 
evaluate and act. An inter
relation of persons qualifies 
our appraisals of life and 
necessitates an idea of sub
jectiveness. 3o here again 
is the crux: what do we se
lect from man's collective 
experience and ho/f do we 
judge it? Are we not entan
gled in a knot of inactivity 
or destructive acts? Or does 
the argument matter at all? 
Let us extend our previous 
premise of subjective consid
erations to societal consid
erations. Society fulfills 
need through activity; there 
are certain limits of socie
tal actions which, when over
stepped, become self-defeat
ing. fherefore man must judge 
vhat societal results are de
sired and, by perceiving what 
actions bring these results, 
act in such a way as to a- 
chieve the desired results in 
the most expeditious manner. 
Ve are confronted with a 
great variety of societal 
fact such as ethical stand
ards, rights and wrongs, 

blacks n d  or shades

of gray, satisfactory ana un
satisfactory evaluations. The 
greatest probability is that 
none of these is correct but 
that the variations derive 
from the differences found 
between the varying individu
al natures of man. "Human 
Right" in a social organiza
tion is based on man's con
sent by his accepting the so
cial contract. Man must nec
essarily agree to societal 
human right that upholds the 
individual's right to ful
fillment. Society should not 
compel any person to act in a 
fashion that will lead to ne
gation of his being or any 
personal action that causes 
sublimation of his nature to 
destructive action. Society 
must support action that ac
cords wiuh human nature and

Imperator 
Properties, 

!nc.

*S*rvina th* caxmmity" 

Ineea* Unlt<

S 2 4  C * ! t r o  S t r t t !

StnFroncnto

UN UtOO

— ........ = = o
guarantees the right of man 
to pursue the fulfillment of 
his nature. If  social legal
ity does not guarantee this 
basic protection for all 
man's fulfillment, then so
cial circumstances are self- 
defeati ng.

Western culture has regu
lated man's social contract 
on the assumption that man
kind's nature is basically e- 
vil. 3UT, the social c3rc.r.- 
stance precludes the import
ance as to whether evilness 
and destructiveness are part 
of the basic nature of man
kind as long as controls on 
evil and destructive action 
are exercized. If one evil 
or destructive drive is sub
limated, it can only express 
itself through a good act or 
through another evil act. Un
til man can prove beyond rea
sonable doubt that actions 
which take away others' right 
to exist or act fully are

(continued Page 8)

3 !
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THE GORDIAN KNOT —

necessary, man as a social 
being must merely agree to 
not acting in such a way that 
takes away any person's rirht 
to self-fulfillment; then 
guarantee that such agreement 
will be enforced. Herein 
should be the only basis for 
law and justice.

fhe Social Contracts of 
man have always been predi
cated on a homogeneous as
sumption. The assumption of 
homogeneity of man's nature 
has created the assumption of 
the need for a homogeneous 
social contract. A legitimate 
social contract should be 
limited to these provisions: 
man seeks fulfillment; man 
tends to gregariousness; 
through group actions man ac
complishes greater-better in
dividual actions; group con
tacts allow a balance of in
sights that creates a greater 
awareness of personal ful
fillment; man as a social be
ing enlarges his scope of ex
periences and increases pos
sibilities of individual 
choices. Man must agree to a 
society that heterogeneously 
tends towards encompassing 
all aspects of human nature. 
He should seek social assur
ance, through law, that every 
individual is entitled to de
cide his orientation by his

own choice of actions. Soci
ety must guarantee that to 
take avay any person's right 
to l ife , wholely or in nart, 
is e v il , destructive and cru
el and must be guarded a- 
gainst. /e should just anree 
that man has a free w ill , and 
act as though he has a right 
to choose his o.vn methodology 
towards fulfillm ent as long 
as he does not encroach on 
others' similar right. No one 
has proven a need to believe 
otherwise. Until someone does 
this is the most satisfactory 
relationship mankind is so
cially  canable of accomplish
ing at this time. I f  man 
tends to this end,he is tend
ing towards self- fulfillm ent.

Man does not exist except 
as he is becoming. He must 
by limitations of what he is 
tend to fu lf il l  that /fhich he 
is or tend to frustrate that 
which he is . Each person may 
choose direction only as he 
is placed in a social process 
of being able to choose. If  a 
man cannot or w ill not choose 
his direction , he pragmatic
ally  has been placed in a 
position tending toward frus
tration of se lf . Obviously, 
man has one choice to live - 
a tending to self- fulfill-  
ment.

If  man is to liv e , he must 
do so through actions. If  man 
is to act, he must do so in a 
fashion that fu lfills  his na-

AVAILA3LE -

THE TAVERN GUILD OF SAN 
FRANCISCO HAS TRAINED PRO
FESSIONAL BARTENDERS AVAIL
ABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES.

CALL: EX 7-0773

-\OfICE

Accounting Services 
Up to 60% o ff

TAXES
BOOKKEEPING

ACCOUNTING

These Special Services Pro
vided to you through Sir! 

C all: 626-5233

ture. If man is to live as a 
social being, then society 
must guarantee his ri^st to 
seek self-fulfillment. Man 
can do no less than this if  
he is truly to establish CIV
ILIZATION throughout the 

world. (To be continued)

ROMEO'S 1603 H a i gh t  St .

SATURDAY B R U N C H

SUNDAY B R U N C H
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Books
by Janes H. Ramp

Why do we read homophile 
literature? This casual com
mentator is concerned only 
with books which dignify the 
Community and love. Consider:

LOOK DOWN IN MERCY. Walt
er Baxter. Putnam Sons, 1952. 
British Army, Burma, WW I I .  
An agonizing chronicle of the 
love of a nrivate soldier for 
his Officer. The officer is a 
bastard of infinite variety - 
vain, class conscious, cow
ardly, c r u e l ,  callous. 
Through danger, defeat, re
treat, the love of the sol
dier is constant and patient. 
The officer is gradually 
shorn of all his defenses, 
and there is a surprise end
ing.

THE HEART IN EXILE. Rod
ney Garland. (English) Cow
ard McCann, 1953. A pene
trating, tender story of the 
evolving relationship between 
a psychiatrist and his pa
tient, devoted houseman and 
orderly.

STRANGER IN THE LAND. Ward

Thomas. Houghton Mifflin , 
1949. An agonizing account 
of a school teacher and a 
treacherous young blackmail
er. The ending is not happy, 
but just.

TWENTY-ONE VARIATIONS ON A 
THEME. Perhaps the most com
prehensive collection of 
stories on the theme, by Don
ald Cory. Greenberg, 1953. 
Henry James, Sherwood Ander
son, D. H. Lawrence, Ver
laine, et al. Collector's i- 
tem for the thoughtful.

THE WORLD AT TWILIGHT. 
Fritz Peters. (Paper-back now 
available) Reprint of Finis- 
terre. Lancer Books, In c ., 
New York. Che of the most 
beautifully sensitive books 
of our time. If  you have 
tears, prepare to shed them 
for the brutality of a care
less lover.

These should be available 
at the library.

REQUIRED READING

PLAYBOY, MARCH, 1965

Page 97

"'..'hat Is Normal?" by Ward
en B. Pomeroy, Colleague 
of Kinsey.

" !

SOCIETY FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 
529 CLAYTON STREET 
SAW FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94117 
ATTN: MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Please Print or Type

Enroll me as a Member of the Society for Individual Rights. 

HAKE:
*yrtsT" M'D'DtK ' i t m m

ADD^S3:
DUMBER gTl'TS'T ClT? 3TAT5 ZIP TEt. WO. 

Unclosed find /**7 Check /*"7 Money Order / " 7 Other, in 

amount of / * 7  $10.00 (Complete Voting Membership) or amount 

of /"7 * ^3.00 (Non-Voting Members Vho Cannot Attend Meetings) 

I certify that I am twenty-one years of age cr older.

(Please sign full name)

B U L L E T I N

B O A R D

Hoonn*t* w*nt*d. Viotorltn 
hou**, yard, fir*pl*e*, fur- 
nl*h*droo*, good loo*tlon. 
Now *v*ll*bl*. Phon* MA 6- 
5233. Ad 109.

Apt. for r*nt. $90. Un
fur n. 3 m t . Stov*, r*frlg. 
inel. ftelfle Ht*. Phon* 
MA 6-5233. Ad 113.

Apt. for r*nt. unfurn. 2 
bdra. N**r M*rtt*t h Duboo*. 
AT*il. M*reh l*t. Phon*
MA 6-5233. Ad 114.

Sh*r* r*nt*l-3 bdrm fl*t. 
Furn.. T .V .,  w**h*r/dry*r 
m**l* in, w**kly lin*n. with 
rxot. Tou p*y $37.50. Phon* 
MA 1-2040. ____________

W*nt*d: Young "*a  d**ir** 
good *nd r***on*bl* t*llor. 
Phon* MA 6-5233. Ad 115.

Unfurn. apt. for rent. On 
*xeiting Dolor** P*rh. a bd- 
rm*. fir*pl*o*. $136. Phon* 
VA 6-0326, UK 3-1500.

B*rg*in* on u**d o*r*:

Morg*n-plu*-Four '63 2-rtr. 
oonv. *port. All l**th*r ln- 
t*rior. W**taln*t*r Or**n. 
$2500. Phon* VA 6-0326.

T*k* ov*r 1****: '64 Ch*v.
Iap*ll* Sup*r Sport. St*r*o. 
C*n*ry y*llow, 9,000 mil**. 
$90.40 mo. Phon* VA 6-0326.

1418 Franklin 
San Francisco

7A M  't i l  7 PM 
including 
Saturday

tailoring


