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MARDI GRAS BAL L
Questions 

Unanswered
The acquittal on Thursday, 

February 11, of the defend
ants arrested at the Hew 
Tear's Eve Mardi Gras Ball at 
California Hall was but a 
technical victory leaving 
many questions unanswered. 
The most important of these 
concerns the right of the po
lice to enter the dance hall 
portion of a building to in
spect for possible violations 
of the ABC act. Another im
portant question involves the 
right of the police to invade 
the privacy of the individu
als attending the dance. The 
invasion was in the form of 
harassment, especially by the 
two police photographers, one 
of whom was taking still and 
the other motion pictures of 
as many people as possible as 
they entered or left the 
premises.

At the trial Police In
spector X. Nieto stated that 
the pictures were necessary 
for intelligence. In answer 
to Judge Friedman's "Now, 
just what is that supposed to 
mean?", Inspector Nieto ex
plained: "We try to identify 
these people and pass their 
names along to other enforce
ment agencies because of the 
his?i incidence of crime these 
people are involved in which 
affects the national securi
ty ."

Judge Friedman also asked 
Inspector Mieto if the police 
went to the party specifical
ly to make an arrest. In
spector Nieto's answer was 
"Mo." However, on cross-exam

ATTORNEYS ACQUITTED
On Thursday, February 11, 1965, the trial of Mrs. Nancy 

May and the three attorneys arrested at the Nê v Tear's 2ve 
Mardi Gras Ball at California Hall ended abruptly with ? 
acquittal.
— .......... ^  The four defendants were

charged vith having "wilfully 
resist(ed) . . . and ob
structed) public officers 
. . .  in entering . . . Cali
fornia Hall" on January 1st 
of this year. Police testi
mony, however, established 
that fifteen police officers 
entered the hall without any 
interference whatsoever. 
Municipal Judge Leo Friedman 
therefore recommended to the 
jury that they bring in a 
verdict of not guilty, which 
they did. ' ..." ..

ination by defense attorney, 
Marshall Krause, Nieto admit
ted that he personally had 
prepared fifty numbered cards 
which are used in taking pic
tures of persons only after 
they are arrested.

The sad thing about the 
situation is that legally 
there is but little one can 
do about this kind of police 
harassment. La.v suits could be 
brought by persons whose pic
tures have been taken to com
pel surrender of the pictures 
as well as the names of peo
ple and organizations sup
plied with the film. But 
these suits are costly and 
the outcome nebulous. More
over, a lawsuit would focus 
attention on the person try
ing to avoid publicity and 
hence might do the individual 
more personal damage than 
could be done by the picture 
in the hands of the police. 
The situation, however, is 
not entirely hopeless, al
though the law in this area 
is in its infancy. Pending 
before the court at. this time 
is the case of the t/vo guests 
who were also arrested at the 
Mardi Gras Ball, and it is 
possible that some of the 
questions left unanswered in 
the first case will be set
tled in the nendmg cases.
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Officers:

Voting
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President........ Bill Beardemphl
Vice Pres.................. Bill Plath
Secretary..........Mark Forrester
Treasurer..............Wayne Hunter

Directors:

The following members were 
elected to the Board of Di
rectors and will chairman the 
committees following their 
names:

lancy May (Political), Ken 
Arnold (Vector), Jim White
side (Community Service), 
Bill May (Membership), Gene 
Swartz (Publications), Don 
Lucas (Religious), hvander 
Smith (Legal), and Dean Fran
cis (Social).
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Corner LEGAL COMMtTTEE
Mo* that the }ebruary e- 

lections are over and we have 
chosen the official family 
for SIR, we are at a point 
where we must plan for the 
year ahead. 'Ihe questions we 
must ask are:

What do we wish to accom
plish?

How can we best realize 

these goals?
What are *e most capable 

of doing now?
What projects are the most 

important at this time?
In every aspect of our 

lives we find great need for 
progress so that any project
ed prospectus is seemingly 
endless, therefore, we must 
concentrate on the last ques
tion before we can proceed to 
the first three. That is most 
vital to us as an organiza
tion is securing ourselves 
financially, legally, and 
physically. While we are 
well on the way towards do
ing this, we have not yet 
brought it near to its full 
realization.

Many people have asked how 
they can become more active 
in helping SIR achieve its 
goals. My immediate answer 
is: Row that we are stress
ing the physical setup of 
SIR 's structure, we must ac^ 
quire those very necessary 
articles that make an office 
a reality; that is , a place 
for an office with the fur
nishings and machinery that 
go with it . Any suggestions, 
donations, help, or work that 

you feel you can give to aid 
this cause are most welcome 
at this time.

'.Ihile <ve have established 
a Building.Fund in a savings 
bank and money donations to 
that account are essential, 
our organization has pro
gressed on the premise that 
the members ^ ill  join in and 
do^thewo^?k needed. The thing 
of mnst value to SIR and to 
each individual comes when we 
have our "do it ourselves" 
work nights. These work 
nights will be scheduled on a 
regular basis soon, but until 
that time there are things 
you may do if you only volun
teer. Call end inquire.

Information is needed on

This material has been prepared in answer to hypothetical 
questions and is not intended to give specific legal advice. 
Answers to specific fact questions should be sought from 
your ovn personal attorney.

Question 1. If you are in a bar and an A3C and/or police 
officer asks you to come outside, must you go?

Answer: If  either the oolice officer or the ABC agent 
places you under arrest, you are obligated to ro ;ith him. 
Absent an arrest you do not have to step outside with any 
individual. If either the oolice officer or ABC agent iden
tifies himself as such in the b^r and places you under ar
rest, then you'd better go.

The ABC agent tns the same riiht to make an arrest as any 
other citizen. The California Penal Code recognizes the 
right and specifies the ground for a citizen 's  arrest in 
section 837 of the Penal Code as follovs:

"1 . Por a public offense committed or attempted in 
his presence.

"2 . When the person arrested has committed a fel
ony, although not in his presence.

"3 . When a felony has been in fact committed, and 
he has reasonable cause for believing the per
son arrested to have committed i t . "

Ihe requirement of taking the arrested person before a 
magistrate without unnecessary delay applies to a citizen 's  
arrest. This is, however, both impractical and undesirable 
and the statute authorizes the less burdensome procedure of 
delivering hit to a peace officer.

Question 2 . What is an overt act (in bars)?

Answer: An overt act can be conversation or a physical 
a c t "G e n e ra lly  in entrapment situations it consists of a 
touching of the body of the officer with the hands of the 
soon-to-be-arrested individual. A solicitation to commit a 
lewd act is an overt act, but an invitation to have a cup of 
coffee and stimulating conversation is not. To be safe a 
person should draw the line at that and not discuss what he 
might like to'have happen after the cup of coffee. If  the 
other person has to have it spelled out, it may indicate 
that he is seeking to obtain evidence of a solicitation.
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leads for a place for an off
ice. Also, furniture of all 
kinds that vill be suitable 
for our office, as well as 
office machinery, printing 
equipment, filing cabinets, 
and similar articles are re
quired. You can join in and 
help. Your participation is 
needed along side of that of 
the many already active indi
viduals in SIR if we are to 
succeed. <---

needs yout

VECTOR 
tssued monthly by the

SOCtETY FOU !MD)VtDUAL RtGHTS

fo !t  O f f !c *  Box 5526 
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Younq Demos — and liberties of these people 
and all those present and in 
contempt and disregard for 
the privileged Attomey-Cli- 
ent relationship,

We in SIR feel if effect
ive changes are to be made we 
must do nore than just talk 
to each other. To this end 
our Political Advisor re
quested permission to intro
duce a resolution concerning 
our community to The Federa
tion of Young Democrats of 
San Francisco. The resolution 
was submitted to the Federa
tion and overwhelmingly ap
proved by it. We applaud The 
Federation of Young Democrats 
of San Francisco for its move 
forward and reprint the reso
lution for your information.

RESOLUTION

"Whereas the estimated ho
mosexual population in San 
Francisco is aoproximately 
70,000 or about ten percent 
of our city's population,

"And Whereas City law en
forcement agencies in San 
Francisco have over a period 
of years persisted in a cam
paign to harass, humiliate, 
embarrass and persecute homo
sexuals as a group and have 
on freouent occasions unlaw

fully invaded the privacy of 
individuals accused or sus
pected of homosexuality and 
have deprived such individu
als of their civil rights and 
liberties,

"And Whereas several prom
inent church members and Min
isters of various denomina
tions have recently formed an 
organization known as The 
Council on Religion and The 
Homosexual and have embarked 
on a program designed to in
tegrate homosexual individu
als into the community and to 
encourage utilisation of 
their talents and capabili
ties as individual productive 
members of our society,

"And Whereas at a recent 
benefit sponsored by The 
Council on Religion and The 
Homosexual attended by church 
members and homosexuals and 
their attorneys, the San 
Francisco Police Department 
entered and arrested three 
attorneys and one housewife 
on unfounded charges and in 
violation of the civil rights

"Therefore
that:

be it resolved

"The Federated Young Demo
crats of San Francisco com
mend those Religious Leaders 
involved for their concern 
with this problem and for 
their determination and ef
forts in seeking and finding 
positive and conatructive so
lutions thereto.

"And be it further re
solved that:

"The Federated Young Demo
crats of San Francisco abhor 
and condemn the attitude and 
past and continuing actions 
of San Franciaco officials 
and the San Francisco Police, 
Department toward these peo
ple and strongly urge that 
they immediately reconsider 
their position, desist from 
further encroachments upon 
the rights and liberties of 
individuala because of sus
pected homosexuality or for 
any other reason and adopt a 
policy of positive attitudes 
and constructive solutions to 
the problems faced by these 
people."

isA: a*9?4a
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The Gordian Knot by Bill Beardemphl

PART I :

In 333 B.C. Alexander the 
Great was leading the Greek 
armies in the conouest of 
Persia. Alexander selected 
Gordian as the place for the 
armies to reunite and join 
troops arriving from Macedon
ia . The remains of the royal 
palace which contained the 
ancient chariot of King Gord- 
ius stood in this city. Le
gend asserted that he who 
should loose the cord made of 
the bark of the cornel-tree, 
which fastened the yoke to 
the chariot,should rule Asia. 
The failure of many great men 
attempting to undo this knot 
which artfully concealed its 
ends gave credence to the or
acle. Alexander also tried in 
vain to untie it ; unable to 
solve its riddle, he drew 
forth his sword and slashed 
it . He then marched through 
Persia and set up domination 
over Asia and the known world
- thereby fulfilling the pro
phecy.

The story is analogous to 
the confrontation of society 
by contemporary man. %hen he 
looks at the impossible laby
rinth of fbrmal knowledge as 
oracled, he is bewildered by 
a monument that defies com
prehension; his being is lost 
when it attempts to untie the 
knots. Equally disturbing is 
his realization that histori
cally nearly all established 
fact of every age dissolves 
in the following ages as 
theory based on unfounded 
dogma. let he knows the ad
herence denanded by these or
acles - by reason of their 
"insigh ts ." Frustration is 
piled on educated frustra

tion, the knot crows larger 
much faster than he can unra
vel it . If  only he could 
loose the involved entangle
ment s, man could establish 
true domination over the 
world - and bring to realiza
tion a faith that individual 
existence is self-fulfillment
- creative and good.

The individual is entan
gled in a societal knot cre
ated historically and oracled 
by educators into unimpeacha
ble authority. Homosexuals

are no different herein than 
other persons in our society, 
but an added burden has been 
placed on them that requires 
individual confrontation of 
our social structure every 
homosexual must experience. 
It is the moment <̂ hen he must 
be true to himself or become 
mad. It is the time «<henhe 
no longer attempts to untie 
the knot of societal sexual 
stupidity, but takes an ac
tion of faith in his own na
ture and cuts away the bind
ing madness that the condi
tioning oracles of our age 
gospelize as the unquestioned 
standards by which we musj a- 
bide or suffer the punish
ments imposed on contemporary 
heresy. Bie lesson is age- 
old and for all men: the na
ture of the individual will 
govern the individual as well 
as being governed by the 
standards of his society. ^

'.Ihen a man acquires a 
point of view in accord with 
his nature, he finds from 
other persons that his views 
are legitimate, and he per
ceives proofs that his judg
ments have great probability. 
He may take sound and justi
fiable action. He may act 
according to his ooncepts. To 
act otherwise is to renounce 
his self and negate his be
ing. A homogeneously inclined 
social structure demands a 
conformity that is sometimes 
destructive. It is destruct
ive when it negates boin^, 
and a negation of being is 
death - whether it be homi
cide or suicide.

Man must not forget that 
any rationale is important 
only as it stimulates human 
action. The act is primary. 
Any individual confronted 
by a hostile, limiting so
ciety must oppose that socie
ty i f  he is to make his life  
dignified and acceptable, if 
he subscribes to the premise 
that man must seek active 
fulfillment, promised by God 
thiomh bestowal of life . The 
collective practices of man
kind must be obeyed only when 
they outweigh the basic needs 
and nature o f  the individual.

BULLETIN 
BOARD

Roommate wanted. Victorian  
house, yard, fireplace, fur
nished room, good location. 
How available. Phone MA 6- 
5333. Ad 109.

Apt. for rent. $90 . Un- 
furn. 3 rme. Stove, refrlg . 
incl. Pacifio Hta. Phone 
MA 6-5233. Ad 113.

Apt. for rent. Unfurn. 2 
rme. Neer MarxeE & uuoooe. 
Avail. March let. Phone
MA 6-5233. Ad 114.

Share rental-3 bdrm flat . 
Furn., T .V . ,  washer/dryer 
meals in , weekly linen, with 
ra^t. You pay $ 3 7 .5 0 . Phone 
MA 1-2040.

Wanted: Young man deeires 
good and reasonable tailor. 
Phone MA 6-5233. Ad 115.

U nfum . ept. far rent. On 
exciting Dolores park. 2 bd
rm*, fireplace. $136 . Phone 
VA 6-0326, UN 3-1600.

Bargains on need oare:

Morgan-plua-Four '03 z-atr. 
conv. sport. All leather in
terior. Westminster Oreen. 
$2500. Phone VA 6-0326.

Take over lease: '64  Chav. 
Impalle Super Sport. Stereo. 
Canary yellow, 9 ,000  miles. 

$90 .40  mo. Phone VA 6-0326.

But what a precarious bal
ance on which to weigh ac
tion - a concept of man's in
dividual nature balanced a- 
gainst a concept of the col
lective nature of mankind. 
The task of contemporary man 
is not an easy one. How can 
he see his way to an ideology 
of self-awareness and at the 
same time maintain a respon
sibility to group actions? 
How does he sort out "the 
wheat from the chaff" in him
self and in societal stand
ards?

Ihe ind ividual must forge 
a mental sword that can cut 
through the knot that entan
gles him in a life  of frus
tration and unfulfillment.

Part I I  in next issue.

-
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ED!TOMAL
SIR was conceived a year 

ago this month in February 
1964 by a group called toge
ther to discuss the possibil
ity of revitalizing. i.CE. Con
cluding that none of the ex
isting homophile organiza
tions were serving the needs 
of homosexuals in San Fran
cisco and that what was re
quired was a new group dedi
cated to ascertaining and 
fulfilling those needs, and

Imperator
Properties,

Inc.
Htnnt

it
"Serving the Community" 

Rentals 

Homes

Income Units

5 2 4  C a s t r o  S t r e e t  
S a n  F r a n c t s c o  

UN 3-[500
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to being responsive to chan
ges in those needs, the idea 
for SIR was bom . By June 
the organization had its 
name, Society for Individual 
Rights, and by July its con
stitution and by-laws. In 
September 1964 .it  was incor
porated as a non-profit or
ganization.

Committed to the proposi
tion that "responsible ac
tion by responsible people 
in responsible ways" will 
best serve both the members 
of SIR and society at large, 
SIR has undertaken to pre
sent the true image of the 
homosexual to the community. 
Contrary to the dire predic
tions of hostile commenta
tors, neither SIR, nor its 
voice, VECTOR, is proselyt
ing to obtain converts; ra
ther, the attempt is to pre
sent the homosexual as he is
- by far and large a respon
sible and moral member of 
his community and one seek
ing only the equal protec
tion of the laws guaranteed 
to all Americans by the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States. 
Admittedly, there are homo
sexuals who stand at odds 
with their own group and 
with the hetereosexual com
munity; they are the misfits 
found in every society; but 
to depict all homosexuals 
as depraved and immoral be
cause of the depravity and 
immorality of the few pre
sents a distorted and un
realistic image that should 
be discredited as no more 
accurate than depicting all 
hetereosexual men as forci
ble rapists and child mo- 
lestors on the sole ground 
that such crimes are commit
ted by hetereosexual misfits.

In less than a year from 
the time it was conceived, 
SIR, in VECTOR, has found 
its voice which it is hoped 
will transcend personal o- 
pinion and belief to concern 
itself with essentials. But 
the voice is no stronger 
than the body that supports 
it, and the body is no 
stronger than the will that 
makes it function. In this 
case the will is that of 
the members of S IR .<

)4tS F n o H t .
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