
^  R E v o u j n o N —

ncai'UMiMÀn

i C S _ C D  ,  ^

. ,. ♦ ’ ‘T

L _ l



*P.S has become recogmzea 
as the City s most 

popular bar and restaurant. 
The food prepared by 

Chef Schatzi is excellent 
the service is sharp 

and the price is 
definitely right.
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SPECIFIC PROBLEMS

RUTH
McGUIRE

The homosexual woman who hopes to ex
perience the change of life and the years 
beyond with any acceptable degree of equa
nimity will prepare herself in any way she 
can to buffer and minimize the hazards of 
nhysical and nsychologica1 change that will 
confront her. In our last discussion I 
empahsized that the only reliable supports 
on which a woman could hope to build a 
sound, safe structure of defense against 
the impact of change (or of living success- 
1‘ully through any of her ages and phases) 
are those great center beams of a healthy 
ego, a rational concept of self and a 
reasonable super-ego or conscience.

I also stated that the Lesbian, perhaps 
more than other women, must begin as early 
as she possibly can to build her adequate 
safe-guards and all possible protective 
devices against the crisis crash of meno- 
nause and after. The ideal would be that 
the young Lesbian could begin this life
saving effort as early as she is able to 
think for herself. As early in point of 
chronological years as she is able to com- 
orehend and evaluate the need for strong 
and appropriate defenses, and that she 
herself (and one else) is responsible 
for Tier life and personhood.

Parents are often able to impart to 
their young this priceless guideline of 
living. More often they do not give their 
children this gift because they cannot give 
it: they do not have it themselves to give.
The greatest single cause of deprivation 
that children feel about their parents comes 
from parental inability to nurture, give to 
their young the crucially important strengths 
of healthy ego, realistic awareness of self.

and rational super-ego.
Children who develop neurotic psy- 

chological/emotional impairments seldom 
fail to blame their parents for equip
ping them so poorly to combat life. Even
tually, some of them come to realize that 
parents didn't do this because they could 
not —  they didn't have it themselves to 
give. I have yet to know of any parent 
who consciously, deliberately, and with 
malice aforethought, sat up nights calcu
lating, planning and scheming to cripple 
and render helpless their yoxmg. This 
simply is non-existent in the normal nature 
of the human animal. In most instances par
ents have done the best they could under 
their circumstances at the time they were 
nurturing or trying to care for their young.

Most people want to be loved. Women es
pecially want it, or at least they say they 
do. With homosexual women the wanting, the 
longing for love appears to occupy the most 
prominent part of her life. She seems to 
need love more than any other tangible in 
her support system. Most Lesbians, per
haps, spend at least half their lives (up 
to the menopause years and beyond) search
ing for love or needing the constant re
assurances that they do, indeed, have it.

This assurance and reassurance of being 
loved is sought from other women. The 
searchers are visable everywhere, if one 
has eyes to see. To the Lesbian, evidence 
of being loved is tantamount to the breath 
of life. She cannot exist without it. If 
the Lesbian loses what she thinks she had 
in her Junior years and intermediate years, 
then it is a matter of even greater urgency 
that she find some reassurance in her sen-_ 
ior years of aging. It is precisely at this



point in her life that the faulty defenses 
of inadequate ego structure, hazy self
concept and unreliable super-ego fail her 
in every way and her disintegration begins.

Possible the greatest contributing fac
tor to the crisis crash of being loved/loving 
is the individual concept of ”love". "Love” 
is many different things to different people. 
What it is, its meaning, its composition, its 
recognizability is undoubtedly something dif
ferent to each individual woman. This writer 
has known it to be thought of only as the 
miracle of sexual/genital excitement and re
lease. To another it has been the poetry and 
romance of something seen, something heard, 
something felt that stimulated rewarding 
flights of fantasy that enriched the personal 
soul.

Only to a few does "love" seem to mean 
the indescribable joy that is felt when one 
is able to give to another person, share with 
a loved one, the best of her own resources—  
the best of what she herself has distilled 
from life experiences— the best of her mind, 
her talents and skills. To give as much of 
these as another can utilize is the meaning 
of "love" to a few.

To many women "being loved" means getting 
evidence of being noticed. If the evidence 
consists of compliments, gifts and services 
they are temporarily appeased. Or reassured. 
Exactly as are two year olds. But the secur
ity and reassurance are short lived and the 
search for "love" must be taken up once again. 
To others, "being loved" means being in con
trol. If a suitable victim can be found, 
many women gain enormous satisfaction (us
ually \inconsclous) in directing the behavior 
and existence of their loved (?) ones. And, 
unfortunately, the control-ee seems to view 
the dictatorship of the controller as quite 
sufficient evidence of "being loved."

These substitutes and compromises for the 
real thing "love" cannot and do not last.

The security one must feel from her conviction 
of "loving" Sind "being loved" is not sustained 
with the imitations thereof. Or, if such 
ersatz patterns seem to maintain the women 
involved, then be sure it is an illusion. 
Crippling and decay are bound to be opera
tive in both unfortunate human beings. And 
eventually, the collapse of both will be
tragically apparent. ^ ..v.There simply is no other way for the Les
bian woman to live a secure and fulfilled 
life than for her to work for herself— and 
herself alone. She must build her own heal
thy ego, her own acceptable self-concept-
satisfactory to her— and a rational, balanced 
super-ego. Until she has these things well 
formed, she cannot give "love" of any really 
acceptable variety to anyone else. This may 
sound thoroughly selfish and in a sense it 
most assuredly is. No human being can truly 
Kive "love" in any of its usable forms until 
ihe has first given "love" and caring and re
spect to her own accepting self.M «/ W •• %> «k t% fC «1 •• ** •• **
TO P & G - Letter in July issue:

I don't believe we are in basic disagree
ment at all. AS an in-and-out Member of the 
Fourth Estate for some decades, I never did 
subscribe to it's credo that "good news is 
no news" and your interesting letter is most 
welcome. Would you care to amplify your 
thought that Lesbians have much more to 
the world than familiesY Also, 1 cannot seem 
Vb iind what I said that you interpreted as 
my being of the school which would write a U  
Lesbian! off as a total loss. Please clue ne
in. H. McG.

Next month, Ur. McGuire's column will not 
appear. Instead will appear a reply to her 
from Elsa Gidlow and several others.



untitled

Johanna, the subtle snail 
in his admiration of another beauty 
left  his shell for you out along the path, 
to the tree house.

It is iridescent blue and brown,,.

I have hung it  from a twig and, 
unless an errant breeze
or a bumptious jay knocks it  from the limb, 
i t  w il l  be here for you 
when you return.

With care, it  w il l  remain on your finger 
for a few hours before it  shatters.
And that is as long as any ring should last .

—by Pomerleau

unti tied

Sometime, during the midst of our tragicomedy, 
I le ft  my Removable Orthodontic Appliance 
in the white English mug on an upper shelf 
in your bathroom.

Your husband, arriving early on a Monday morning,
discovered it  there —
and wondered that your lover
had such a small

mouth.

Man, i t ' s  those l i t t l e  things that bring you down.

--4>y Pomerleau

or Rc.»̂ £lSlOh ?

The following article was written by an 
employee of the City & County of San Fran
cisco for the Dept, of Social Services; she 
Is not/ employed by the Dept, of Public Health 
in the same Job classification as an Eligi
bility Worker at San Francisco General Hospi
tal and though this was written for a S.S.E.U. 
(Social Services Employees Union) publication, 
an Independent union not affiliated with the 
AFL-CIO, the Hajorlty of this article is ex
tremely applicable to EVERY IlO’fDSEXUAL, male 
or female, with regards to their employment, 
tfaelr lifestyle, and hopefully their good 
mental health!

"Despite the fact that "gayness" Is accepted at 
least su^rflclally by most people In D.S.S. we 
still do not find open affection for one another 
at meetings, parties, etc. Gay people still feel 
self conscious (maybe self Infllctedly) at social 
functions, and either avoid straight scenes on 
the Job or avoid each other when among straight 
people.

As the administration comes down on our heads more 
each day, there are enough fears and problems to 
handle without sexuality being a part of the
whole trip. One of the most important areas of 
functioning at work is trusting your fellow em
ployee. feeling a part of things, not separate or
alienated as so often happens. We don^t know how 
many people have shied away from union or just 
department activity because of an Inability to 
FEEL at home with people whose lifestyle differs 
from theirs. (cont. next page)



WE ALL KNOW HOli HARD IT IS TO GET INTO ANY 
STRUGGLE. IT MEANS TENSION, HARD WORK, EX
POSING ONESELF TO ALL KINDS OF FRUSTRATIONS. 
IT'S A HELL OF A LOT EASIER TO JUST MELT IN 
AND FEEL COZY, BLOCKING OUT PJ5PRESSION.
JUST THINK HOl'f 'RTa? HARDER IT IS TO MAKE 
THAT DECISION WÍEN AS A HOMOSEXUAL YOU ARE 
FACED WITH NOT ONLY HAVING TO ADD ANOTHER 
STRIKE AGAINST YOU BUT LTIH V?ORKING WITH 
PEOPLE ACTIVE ON THE JOB !fflOSE HETEROSEXUAL 
TRIPS CAN SEEM SO OPPRESSIVE.

Even a nice accepting attitude on the part 
of a straight worker or union member seems 
strained or put on. You feel like somebody 
dropped from the moon or msrs having to walk 
on eggshells, always feeling different, never 
being a part of the community that you really 
should be able to feel a part of. Okay some 
of It Is the paranoia, anger, resentment, etc., 
but a lot of It Is the result of little jokes 
you hear, other people's attitudes, and snide 
remarks.

Nobody In any work situation can be totally 
business like, we're all social and need to 
feel accepted by our peers. Maybe a lot of 
It is the gay people's fault for shying away 
from straights, resenting their heterosexual 
trips, but much of It Is the fault of hetero
sexuals to fully accept a gay person as one 
of them.

Nobody wants to only live in a subculture 
being one person In a gay bar and another 
person at a union gathering. You can*t afford 
to be uptight about being uncomfortable with 
co-workers when you’re tired and frustrated 
about working conditions too. It*s all too 
easy to become bitter, and drift away to melt 

— — — — — — —  ^ont. next page)

into the background of the department, 
centering your life on the after five 
gay scene.

How niany people who are gav feel faced 
with these problems and how much does 
it contribute to the Inabllitv of gay 
people to become active resistors of 
work oppression. I wonder where it all 
started when I see a gay administrator 
come dov?n on a v/orker like a preyirg 
mantis. I T.'ondcr where all that hate 
began, and I’d like to see it stop 
somcHhere.'

This doesn't mean that gay people don't 
put each other dorm or that everything is 
-rosv and perfect there, there's shit in 
all places and that's a part of life.
Hut again there's another part of this 
life that I'm leading and enjoying.

I think a rap would be a good Idea, I 
tlilnk we all need it. We can't afford to 
ignore each others problems in being 
active. Too many "heavies" have manip
ulated our alienation from one another 
too long. IT IS PERTINENT TO OUR FUTURE.

-Maureen Sharon Flannery

(Prefaced and edited for D.O.B. "SISTERS" 
bv Beverley Jean Luce)

a



-  SF SUPERVISORS ENDORSE AB437 —

Assemblyman Willie Brown's bill AB 14-37 
received the endorsement of the San Fran
cisco Board of Supervisors on July 12th 
despite efforts by the Police Department 
to block it. The bill, which woxxld re
peal sex laws with reference to private 
conduct between consenting adults (18), 
won endorsement by a narrow margin of 6-$.

At the behest of Supervisor Peter Tama
ras, Dave Roche, legal officer for the 
SFPD, made a last minute appeal to the full 

* board (though debate had already been con
ducted at public hearings before committee) 
on the following grounds; (1 ) that the 
bill would remove sanctions against solici
tation and does not spell out what is pub
lic or private, and (2) that the police 
had met with leaders of the homophile org
anizations who were trying to legalize acts 
at such public places as Land's End and 
Macy's.Larry Littlejohn, past president of the 
Society for Individual Rights, called Roche's 
testimony "misleading," though both charges 
were actually lies. Supervisors Terry Fran
cois and Robert Gonzalez, both of whom are 
attorneys, corrected the misconception about 
solicitation, which would still remain on the 
books even if AB 14-37 were passed by the 
State legislature.Supervisor Dorothy von Beroldigen, who was 
the banquet speaker at the 1966 convention 
of the Daughters of Bilitis and who pre
viously had indicated her approval of AB 14-37# 
backed down, saying, "I was inclined to vote 
for the bill, but since the police are against 
it..." Supervisor John Barbagelata asked,
"Do we want these people in our city?" And 
Supervisor Michael Driscoll made some equally 
inane remarks.

_  d e l  MARTIN —

Police protest nothwithstanding, justice pre
vailed when the votes were tallied. For: 
Supervisors Dianne Feinstein, Roger Boas,
Terry Francois, Bob Gonzales and Ronald Pel
osi. Against; Dorothy von Beroldingen, John 
Barbagelata, Michael Driscoll, James Maillard 
and Peter Tamaras.
To set the record straight as to the meeting 

between police and leaders of S.F. homophile 
organizations: I was present at the meeting
Roche referred to which took place last year 
in theoffice of Police Chief A1 Nelder, and 
what we were protesting was the use of plain- 
clothesmen to entrap homosexuals. Our con
tention was that if the police wished to dis
courage sexual activity at Land's End and in 
the Macy ' 3 basement rest room, they should use 
uniformed officers in patrols of these areas. 
We contended that part of police work was 
crime prevention, not encouraging or waiting 
around for someone to break the law so as to 
make arrests. After an hour and a half of 
discussion. Chief Nelder reluctantly agreed 
to give our suggestion "a try." At no time 
did any of us around the table indicate that 
we were interested in legalizing public 
sexual acitivity. For Roche to say or infer 
otherwise is indefensible and is a blatant 
example of why minority communities distrust 
the police and why the public is often mis
led and misinformed. Unfortunately many 
people rely upon the testimony of public 
officials and believe it to be reliable.

Of the nay voters, only Driscoll faces 
re-election this November. But most of those 
who "put their votes where their promises were" 
will be on the ballot. You can thank them by 
voting for them. And if you are not regis
tered to vote, do so NOW. There are voting 
registrars at SIR headquarters, 83 - 6th St.

Particular credit for effecting this favor
able vote for AB 14-37 by the Board should go 
to Jim Foster, chairman of SIR'S political 
committee. He talked to supervisors indivi
dually and mustered their support.
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Aug. d -

The office rap sessions will have coordinators, volunteers.
Dr. James Sorrells, PhD. Psychology, will speak on the self-concept 
in love relationships, the importance of loving oneself as well as
one s partner. (Jim i:__  _ _______  _ gay and will brings his lover— in hopes to
make this session a mutual give and take between gay women and men.) 
2 pm at 601 A Corbett, San Francisco. Call 826-5513 i'or directions. 
It’s above Market, Twin Peaks. BRIIJG YOUR SACK LUNCH and some for 
Jim and Nick. _
(Dr. McGuire is overloaded with work and will continue her sessions 
as soon as humanly possible for her.)

Aug. 28 Dinner and dance at Jackson's. Make reservations - 861-8689.
Cocktails: 7 PM, 6 PM dinner -- $5-00 per person, dance following.
(Take yourself OUT once in a while - treat yourself and someone 
nice.... ) Jackson's - Powell ?< Bay St. S.F, Ca.

Softball games are scheduled for three Sundays this month. Call 8cl-66d9
or ssk Robbie about nlaces.
Aug. II4. Party at Harley's, . ission 26th. Call 661-8689 for direction: 

" BYOB. This is a housewarining party...!

ViOUti ' 9“//oJvn-/lon-Fri n ■ ̂  fpi - Ofi. J . Slcl'&loQ^



H E Y - - - !
srSTiiHS: I am writing this letter to all
sisters in the Bay Area, in hopes of bringing 
forth some of you from the ranks of the 
"unknown, unseen, voiceless"...
DOB, SISTERS, the Lesbian community needs 
you. Your opinions, views, ideas, energies, 
criticisms, angers and minds.
Too long have the unabashed and overworked 
few handled (admirably) the responsibility 
of awakening the community consiousness, too 
long have these few put their jobs, families, 
security and anominity on the line for -
Y O U . You have the fruits of their labors 
at your disposal; clubs, bars, counselling, 
magazines, activities, etc.
For myself, I can no longer set aside my 
responsibilities onto their broad, but bend
ing, shoulders. It is time for me to assume 
the awareness and activity for my place in 
the gay community, the straight commtinity, 
the social community and the political 
community.
No longer can I morally accept the pleasures 
granted to me by someone else's hours, 
sweat and effort. It is time for me and, I 
hope some of you, to come stand with me and 
help swell our ranks. Physically, mentally 
and emotionally.
The time for silent, complaining complacency 
died in 11/68 and was buried in Chicago.
The Declaration of Independence is now a 
piece of subversive literature that thou
sands of people are afraid to read, much 
less sign.
We are an Intimidated, oppressed, exploited 
minority only if we choose to allow our
selves to become an Intimidated, oppressed, 
exploited minority. How much shame and fear 
will you swallow before you yourself are 
swallowed? I am choking.. .Now is the time —
while there still is time.....
COME TOGETHER.

Linda Wesley

untitled

being st illbored  by an english l i t  professor
(unquote)

with his fern h i l l  rapid transit

and leaning on the he ater .. .

i was almost asleep

until d a rk  kent opened the window 
letting winter drip in

waking me up from the stupor 
of a red mountain lecture

-by Beth El 1iott

The Good Night

Mostly we walk the beach 
avoiding sand castles  
and our own closeness.
But with the darkness of night 
I rest my long hair on your womanly shoulder 
and no one ever knows.

—by Jani

FOR RENT . ■Share 3-bdrm Westlake home w/profes. woman in 
14.0's. Grg, own bdrm. $100/ref s. 755-7782 eves.
Bargain apt. dwntn S.P. (Eddy/Jones area). Lg 
living rra, studio bdrm, 2 closets, comb, bath/ 
shower. Kitchen/dining area. Pum. Same price 
for one or two. $1 1 0 . 775-U-806.

IH-
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4- «̂ otiirdav afternoon was devoteThe rest of Saturday Lesbianto workshops on such things as

in Politics, The Gay Professional, Lesbian 
Communes, Role Playing, Lesbian Mothers, etc. 
Each sister chose two of these or attended 
many. Being a gay professional, I found that 
group most beneficial. Many related their 
problems and how they solved them.
Saturday night an all women’s dance was held in 
the MCC church basement and it was a smashing 
success. Everyone appeared to be enjoying them
selves; the warmth and friendliness was really 
moving. It was interesting to observe how 
most"*of us threw our inhibitions (and a few 
their blousesi) to the wind. Without any out
side static, we were able to be as free as we 
chose with our newly acquired friends.
Sunday morning DOB and Women’s Center provided 
free brunch. There are three women's centers 
in L.A, I wonder if L.A. women realize how 
fortunate they are in having these different 
organizations available to them?
Sunday afternoon a rally for women only was 
held. Immediately we began to work making 
signs for the parade, giving children in the 
park balloons saying "Gay Is Good", or paint
ing our bodies with colors. Others played 
football. About 7:00 PM, about 200 of us 
women, in high spirits, lined up for the march.
I don't know how it happened, but somehow SP 
DOB wound up at the head of the women's con
tingent. Arm in arm, we marched down Hollywood 
Blvd. screaming "2,4,6,8, gay is twice as good 
as straight," or "Out of the closets and into 
the streetl" or "3,^»7,9, Lesbians are mighty 
fine." And mighty fine we were. I was so 
proud of my sisters. We proclaimed our gay
ness to hundreds of spectators and succeeded 
in getting 25 to 30 of our sisters from the 
sidewalks. YOU should have been there. We 
missed YOU. Sharon

(£>



G r '*R....!
Leo is the sign of the lion with the sun as 
its ruling planet. This is the sign of the 
extrovert, the performer— on stage, on the 
bus, at home, everywhere.
Being an extrovert, the Leo is often mis
understood. Some think she is obnoxious, 
loud and egocentric; others are afraid of 
a personality that demands to be the cen
ter of attention and NOW.
She appears to be a bit of an egotist, true, 
and may think she Is quite subtle with her 
cutting remarks— usually meant to be humor- 
ous--but she can cut you in two with a well- 
barbed word, even though she may not even 
realize it.
Being a fixed fire sign, she can be impul
sive and run roughshod over obstacles until 
her goal is reached— that includes you, if 
she wants you. The Leo is forever a lover 
of the flamboyant, another indication of 
her natural inclination to be showy. She'll 
court you with flowers and fantasy, you'll 
love every second of it, but be careful—  
she is a passionate lover of appearances.
If you are considering a Leo mate, you will 
find after a while that she is romantic, 
affectionate and reacts much like a purring 
cat (not a lion). Platter and treat her as 
Number One and she will be faithful. Above 
all, maintain a good sense of hiunor and be 
prepared for an exciting and unpredictable 
trip.

M.K. Farmer
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. . . .  OPtNION . . .
I went to L.A. for the West Coast Gay 
Women’s Conference and the Christopher 
St. West Parade. I came back from L.A. 
(thank goodness). That's about all that 
happened, except from some police hassles.
I cameback thinking, "Women1 Why can't 
we DO something instead of running off at 
the mouth?? Talk, talk, talk and more talk. 
It’s as if we haven't ever talked before." 
Sigh...feeling the Charlie brown blahs...
OK. Women just haven't been allowed to 
get together much. And when we do it's 
great to be able to relate to one another. 
Par out, really. I believe in that. BUT, 
we are still stuck in the idiot trip, 
foisted upon us by men, that sure, we can 
get together and rap, BUT WE CANNOT EVER 
MAKE ANY CONCRETE PLANS TO ACT AS A GROUP. 
WOMEN JUST DON'T DO THINGS ITKETHATi 
Dammit, women had just better begin to do 
things like that, or stay stuck in the mud 
and the sooner the better.

<  The L.A. Women's Conference went like this: 
““ a radical caucus formed before the Satur

day session to present to the whole con
®  ference a statement that we women must try 
tlT to plan some action projects to get things 
Q  done. The conference MUST NOT turn into a 

social gathering. That is right onl How
ever, that is just exactly what happened: 
a dance Saturday night and no more real 
productive action. We had some workshops 

, Saturday afternoon on various subjects 
relevant to women getting it together:

. lesbian mothers, coming out of the closets, 
working within organizations, the right and 

• left among women's movements, women's lib 
and its relevance to gay women's lib, etc. 
Some good topics, Indeed. NOW SISTERS, 
SHALL WE SEE WHAT WE LEARNED BY TRYING TO 
IMPLEMENT THOSE DISCUSSION TOPICS??? There 
is strength in vmity, but what happened at 
the conference was, typically, disiinity.

I D



Women.coming dovm on L.A. DOB for.being • 
too conservative, women coming down on 
the film "Holding” because it was oriented 
for straights and wasn't designed for gay 
women and it wasn't long enough to be 
perfect, etc. And yet, sisters, who tried 
to organize the conference?? L.A. DOB.
Who volunteered for the movie (as limited 
in approach as it may have been)?? Women 
from S.P. DOB. And who tried to help our 
two sisters in jail on a grass bust? L.A. 
and S.F. DOB. Who made the float and par
ticipated in the parade and celebrations 
of Christopher.St.? Not those women who 
were spouting liberation ideas. Because 
there were men in the parade, many of you 
refused to march. SEALLYl We had our own 
space in the parade and it would have made 
even more of an impression on all. those 
straight tourists gawking at us from the 
sidewalks IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE TOO. Many 
more wcmen wo\xld have joined us from the 
closets/sidewalks if YOU had been there to 
hold them and love them when they "came 
out of the closets into the streets." 
Nothing is ever going to get accomplished 
by division. We women have got all kinds 
of potential, but we waste it by petty 
arguments and disagreements about how and 
why to get things done. Can't we see that 
this pettiness is a residue from being 
underneath the men for too long? We are 
no longer on the bottom, sisters. We've 
come up to the Vop and we must not sit upon 
one another, trying to get someone xmder- 
neath us, especially another sister, we 
women Eave been taught to be jealous, pos
sessive, protective mothers and wives to 
men. MUST WE CONTINUE TO THINK OP OUR- . 
SELVES IN THIS WAY?. Can't we learn to let 
our sisters be, said work with their dif
ferences inslEead of letting personal pro
blems get in the way of our action? Evei^ 
movement ever started in this country,
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