International Conference on Homosexuality pg. 6
Third Eye
vs.
Third Leg
S

e

n

t

i

n

e

l

p g .1 6

V IG IL S U R V IV E S !

December 18. 1987

•

Vol. 15, No. 5.1

•

500 Hayes Street, SF, CA 94102

•

75* Outside SF Bay Area

Fight days agofederal marshals swooped down upon the ARC/AIDS Vigil and removed two beds chained to the doors of the old Federal
Building at UN Plaza. Since then the Reagan Administration's attempts to end a 25-month protest against its ARC/AIDS policies has met
renewed resistance. Bodies have replaced the beds, and over 20 people have been arrested duringfederal assaults that now occur three times daily.
Sentinel reporter Alex MacDonald was among those arrested and carted off to jail after he chained himself to the door.
For the inside ston on how the gay prisoners were treated, turn to page 12.
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Judge Questions Validity
of Lawsuit Against FDA
NGRA Charges Feds with Delays
in Approving AIDS Drugs

by Lisa M. Keen
WASHINGTON, DC — A lawsuit seeking to ensure that all
promising AIDS drugs are investigated by the fedwal govern
ment with the same speed as AZT appeared to hit rough
waters here Wednesday in federal district court.

US District Court Judge Norma
Johnson, who heard arguments on the
Justice Department’s motion to dismiss
the lawsuit, indicated in her questioning
of attorneys for the National Gay
Rights Advocates that she was not con
vinced they presented ample evidence to
justify letting the case proceed.
Forrest Hainline, an attorney for
NGRA, attempted to refute in court
Wednesday the government’s conten
tion that NGRA had not exhausted all
its administrative remedies before tak
ing its case to the court. Hainline noted
that while the law requires plaintiffs to
exhaust all administrative remedies
before suing in court, it also allows ex
ceptions. One such exception, he said,
was when an agency’s position on a
matter is “so well known it is unlikely to
change’’ through administrative

remedies.
Hainline argued that concerns about
how efficiently the Food and Drug Ad
ministration and the National Institutes
of Health were developing AIDS drugs
had prompted the state of California to
begin its own drug research and testing
program, and that the White House
AIDS Commission had even expressed
its concern about "new drug approval
mechanisms” in its preliminary report
released December 2.
Saying that Hainline had introduced
“nothing to support the assessment"
that the FDA was not moving quickly
on all AIDS-related drugs, Johnson
asked the attorney to repeat his
evidence. She then noted that there was
no specific language in the California
law to indicate it had been implemented
in response to any failure on the FDA’s

part. She also said that she did not
believe the White House AIDS Com
mission report implied “that they are
saying FDA is so well known for its
delay."
Hainline also argued that the case
should be allowed to proceed now
because of an exception which allows
cases to circumvent administrative
remedies when there is “irreparable in
jury” involved.
“ Every day, 35 people die of
AIDS,” argued Hainline, noting that
one administrative remedy NGRA
faced was a “citizens’ petition” to the
government, which then gives the
government agency 180 days to decide
whether to take action.
“In those 180 days,” said Hainline,
“ 6,300 people will have died.”
But Johnson replied that although
she was “also very concerned” about
AIDS, "AIDS is a disease just like
many other diseases,” including
cancer. Researchers, she noted, have
yet to find a cure for cancer, too.
C o n tin u e d on p a g e 11

The Castro Christmas Tree lights up the night at the comer of 18th and Castro.
This year’s annual offering honors those who have lost their life to the AIDS
epidemic and celebrates the time they spent with us.

AIDS Prompts Euthanasia Initiative

by Charles Linebarger
The specter of death hangs over tens of thousands of Califor
nians as the AIDS epidemic continues to take its toll in lives.
Some gay men are saying that they should have the right to
decide when their lives will end when faced by the usually fatal
A right to die initiative will be placed
on next year’s statewide ballot if
enough Californians agree with the in
itiative’s backers that no one should be
forced to live without dignity.
That gay men at risk for AIDS are
already taking their own lives is a
recognized fact to the people working in
the city coroner’s office. San Francisco

coroner Dr. Stephen Boyd told the
Sentinel that he believes that AIDSrelated suicides began appearing three
to five years ago when the epidemic
began its progress through the gay
men’s community.
Relying on perceptions rather than
hard statistics, Stephens said, “The
total number of suicides is up. There are

more people involved, there are more
people at risk (for suicide], and people
who have AIDS are at risk for suicide.
“With AIDS you are dealing with the
same conditions that you see with a pa
tient who has cancer,” said Stephens.
“As a physician, I have to tell them that
I don’t know whether they will live for
six months or five years, but certainly
they will die. While there is a natural cy
cle to the rate of suicides, there is the
perception of a problem that is real and
may need some attention.”
Stephen Yamell is a 44-year-old
psychiatrist who has retired from his
profession because of his diagnosis with

AIDS pneumonia last year. He isone of
the gay men who is behind the right-todie initiative.
Said Yamell, “ I’m a member of the
Hemlock Society, and I would resort to
the interim method of rational suicide if
the quality of my life were totally
destroyed by this disease. But that’s an
interim measure. Patients who are very
ill shouldn’t have to face this act alone,
nor should their family or friends. Doc
tors should have to help with this
because they are experts in doing this
painlessly and cleanly without com
plications.
“ I’ve known of too many botched at

tempts,” added Yamell, “people who
were ready to die but woke up with
complications. Abandoned by the
medical profession, people may resort
to measures that are extreme.”
An example of such an extreme
measure was offered by a man who
wished to remain anonymous. “My
lover was dying of AIDS lymphoma, a
fast-growing cancer of the lymph
system. He could hardly walk toward
the end, the chemotherapy had caused
his blond hair to fall out, and he had to
wear an eye patch to see clearly. Every
day he was in more pain from an infecC o n tin u e d on p a g e 12

Ban on Safe Sex
Materials ‘Diluted’

by Tim Taylor
Congressional aides and gay-rights lobbyists believe a pro
posed federal ban on gay-related safe-sex education materials
will be “ diluted” to assure that gay-identified service
organizations do not lose their federal funding.

And the winner of the SentmTs Snpercraise lo Mexico is... Norman Baizley. Present^ the Readers’ Poll grand prize is
Mike Eggert, Sentinel sales director (I) and Donald Loyd, owner of Craise Holidays (c). Nine ninner-up winners won a
fret subscription to the Sentinel and qualified for a special rate on a cruise of tbeir choice from Cruise Holidays.

However, the author of the amend
ment, Senator Jesse Helms (R-NQ, has
successfully used this and other punitive
amendments to stymie passage of im
portant, proactive AIDS legislation.
A joint Senate-House committee met
Wednesday and Thursday to approve a
final spending plan for AIDS that
doubles the federal appropriation to ap
proximately $l billion. The funds, set
aside in the Department of Health and
Human Services, are earmarked for
research, education and treatment proEfforts by Rep. Barbara Boxer
(D-SF/Marin) to acquire $7 million in

renovations funds for the Public Health
Service Hospital were successful, but
other attempts by California lawmakers
to appropriate operating funds for the
planned subacute care facility for
PWAs were deferred until June.
Jeff Levi, the executive director of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
said, “We have come out way, way
ahead in funding. We have suffered set
backs in education.”
When the appropriations bill was
first before the Senate in October,
Helms successfully passed an amend
ment to bar giving federal funds to
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 15
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Law Wilson
Busted
for
Drugs
Resigns Position as Mayor’s

Conservative Prelates Squawk

The Bishops’
Statement on AIDS

Commissioner on Elections

The statement by the United States Catholic Conference that
AIDS education materials should include information about
condoms has some conservative prelates squawking. But a
spokesman for the San Francisco Archdiocese endorsed the
policy and said it would apply to local church-run institu
tions.

by Charles Linebarger
Lawrence (Law) Wilson, a prominent member of the city’s
gay community who served as the attorney to the Office of the
Chief of Police, was arrested on Thursday, December 10, on
nine felony narcotics counts.
Wilson, who acted as police liaison
to the Board of Supervisors, has been
suspended from his job and has re
signed his position on the mayor’s
Committee on Elections.
Wilson was arrested and taken into
custody after police armed with a search
warrant found a variety of drugs in his
apartment, including a quarter pound
of marijuana, plastic bags of heroin and
cocaine, as well as Valium, MDA,
methamphetamines and psilocybin.
Wilson was charged with the posses
sion of narcotics for sale and maintain
ing a residencewhere drugs aresold. He
was also charged with the possession of
drug paraphernalia, including needles
and syringes.
Wilson has worked for the police
department since 1978 and was making

$52,500 annually when his arrest took
placc.
According to the police report, un
dercover agents posed as United Parcel
Service (UPS) employees. When the
police identified themselves, Wilson
allegedly tried to shut the door to his
apartment, but was stopped by the of
ficers.
Police say they found another man in
Wilson’s apartment, 33-year-old John
Nestor, hiding in the bedroom closet.
Nestor was charged with possession of
narcotics for sale, according to Sergeant
Jerry Senkir of the department’s press
office.
Police said that the telephone rang
throughout the three-hour raid. “ While
they were searching, these people called
up and said they wanted to come over

Law Wilson.
and buy some dope. The police invited
them over and arrested them when they
arrived," said Senkir.
Three men showed up at Wilson’s
apartment while the police were there,
and all three were charged with visiting
a place where narcotics are sold and
possession of narcotics.
Wilson, who entered a plea of not
guilty at his arraignment Wednesday,
December 16, refused comment to the
Sentinel and referred all inquiries to his
attorney Michael Gaines. "The charges
are very serious,” acknowledged
Gaines. "Above all, it is extremely em
barrassing because of the position he
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 11

The 30-page statement goes to great
lengths to condemn safe sex practices
and continues to promote marital mo
nogamy. But the statement acknow
ledges that the Church’s ban on con
doms is widely ignored. “We are not
promoting the use of prophylactics,”
the statement says, “but merely pro
viding information that is part of the
factual picture.”
The statement further states,
“ Because we live in a pluralistic society,
we acknowledge that some will not
agree with our understanding of human
sexuality. We recognize that public
educational programs addressed to a
wide audience will reflect the fact that
some people will not act as they can and
should, that they will not refrain from
the type of sexual or drug abuse

behavior which can transmit AIDS.”
“In such situations,” the statement
said, “educational efforts, if grounded
in a broader moral vision, could include
accurate information about prophylac
tics.” The statement was immediately
condemned by New York Cardinal
John J. O’Connor, one of the Church’s
more doctrinaire conservatives and a
member of the presidential AIDS com
mission.
According to O’Connor, the policy
would create “ confusion” among
Catholics who have been taught that all
contraceptive devices, including con
doms, are evil. O’Connor said that
schools, hospitals and youth programs
administered by the New York arch
diocese would ignore the national
guidelines. He added that his view was
shared by bishops in Philadelphia,
Boston, Pittsburgh, Newark and Los
Angeles.
The United States Catholic Con
ference is the umbrella organization for
the nation’s 300 bishops. Most policy
statements are adopted by vote at the
conference’s annual meeting. In an
unusual move, however, the policy
statement on AIDS was issued by the
conference’s smaller administrative
board.
O’Connor said he found it unusual
that a statement of significance, such as
the AIDS policy statement, would be
released without the approval of the
entire membership, and suggested that
it would have been defeated if put to a
vote by the full body.
The statement found strong support
from the San Francisco archdiocese.
Deacon Norman Phillips, the archdio
cese’s director of information, said,
“We will honor the letter as it was
published.”
He noted that factual information
about condoms is a far cry from an en
dorsement of their use. “The letter does
not say, ‘Hey, Catholics, let’s all run
out and use condoms.” ’ But he ack
nowledged the Catholic proscription is
widely ignored and said, “ Let’s not
stick our heads in the sand.”
According to Phillips, the guidelines
in the conference statement, which are
not binding on bishops, were already in
effect in San Francisco. Because Arch
bishop John Quinn is on sabbatical,
Phillips was unable to comment on the
stance Quinn would take on criticisms
from O’Connor and others.
■

CAY LEGAL REFERRAL
SERVICE

BAY AREA LAWYERS
FOR INDIVIDUAI FREEDOM

Wednesday, December 24, 1987, doors open 11:30p.m . inclusive language
liturgy signed fo r the hearing im paired. For information, call 584-1714.
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Honig Appoints
Committee on
AIDS Education
by Tim Taylor

A new statewide AIDS advisory committee was formed
recently to advise state Superintendent of Public Instruction
Bill Honig on the development of AIDS education programs
in the public schools.

The membership of the 21-member
advisory committee was determined by
Honig. Asked by the Sentinel to iden
tify gay community representation on
the committee, flustered education
department officials balked, saying that
ethnic and minority group representa
tions were accounted for. even though
they did not ask prospective committee
members whether they aregay or take it
into consideration when making ap
pointments.
Members were drawn from the health
and education professions, parent
groups and the offices of public of
ficials. b u t' representation from
community-based care providers who
have expertise in education programs is
scanty.
The first task of the panel is to over
see the distribution of $700,000 in state
and federal grants for the development
of training programs for school person
nel involved in AIDS education pro
grams.
The grants from the state Depart

ment of Health Services represent the
first commitment of state' monies for
school-based programs.
According to panel member Stan
Hadden, an aide to Senate President
Pro Tem David Roberti (D-Los
Angeles), state education department
guidelines call for expanding the
number of junior and senior high
schools that offer AIDS education pro
grams. The first-year target entails
assuring that programs exist in 90 per
cent of the state’s 259 junior high
schools and 821 senior high schools.
The AIDS advisory committee will
be responsible for setting up a
mechanism to evaluate and monitor im
plementation of the programs.
Superintendent Honig said of the ex
panded education effort, “Since the
only sure method we have at this time
for controlling the spread of |AIDS| is
to inform and educate the public —
schools are the logical place to focus
our efforts."

AIDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
JUDY BECK
President, California School Nurses
Organization

SUSAN OWENS
State Board of Education Student
Representative

RITA BERNARD-HARRIS
Health Educator, Beverly Hills
Unified School District

ALISSA RALSTON
Health Educator, Marin AIDS
Support Nehvork

RAY CORTINES
Superintendent, San Francisco
Unified School District

DAVID STANTON
Attorney and Board President,
Bakersfield Unified School District

DONALD FRANCIS. Ml)
Centersfor Disease Control

DAVID WERDEGAR. Ml)
Director, Health Department o f the
County and City of San Francisco

THELMA FRAZIEAR
Chief. Office o f AIDS

The Women’s Foundation
Grants Awards
by Calhy Cockrell
The San Francisco-based Women’s Foundation, which funds
and assists organizations working for social change, has just
awarded $85,000 to 14 organizations serving Northern
California women and girls.

“We look for groups that understand j |racism. sexism. etc.| and who are
that women’s and girls’ position in j working to change those dynamics.”
society is affected by the various isms | says the foundation’s coordinator for

allocations. Paula Ross.
Grants for the foundation’s fall fund
ing cycle range in size from $2,500 to
SI0.000. The recipients include: Asian
Women’s Resource Center, $4,700 to
help open San Francisco Chinatown’s
only thrift shop; California Women’s
Commission on Alcohol and Substance
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 10

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

STAN HADDEN
Associate Consultantfor
State Senator David Roberti

EDWARD FLETCHER
Director, Health Services, San Diego
City Unified School District

KRISTIE HALSTEAD, MD
Pediatric Infectious Diseases. UC,
Davis Medical Center

JOAN HASKIN
Health Programs Coordinator, San
Francisco Unified School District

SISTER ROSE MARIE
HENNESSY
Superintendent of Catholic Schools.
Oakland

DR. RUTH RICH
Specialist, Health Education, Los
Angeles Unified School District

DR. STERLING HUM
School Psychologist, Los Angeles
Unified School District
SOCORRO LITEHISER
Parent and District PTA President,
San Francisco Unified School
District
W.J. BRANDY MOORE
Assistant to Assembly Speaker
Willie L. Brown

The TROCADERO TRANSFER 10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION drew a crowd of hundreds intent on "Dancing
the Decade Away" in celebration of ten years of San Francisco nightlife at 520 Fourth Street. Congratulations to Mr.
Dick Collier for providing the community with a great place to party with the best.

BOB RYAN
Manager, Special Health Projects,
California Department of Education
JACQUI A. SMITH
Consultant, Health, Nutrition and
Physical Education Programs,
California Department o f Education
DR. SHIRLEY THORTON
Deputy Superintendent, Specialized
Programs, California Department of
Education

C O O P E R
IN S U R A N C E

||j |^
1965-1987
f l l r 22nd ANNIVERSARY
W
SPECIALS
f
EVERY WEDNESDAY
IN DECEMBER
ORIGINAL 1965
MENU PRICES
I

11:30-3 PM

|v

ggq

COCKTAILS

H iS v

4 -9 P M

282-0130

Open Mon-Sat
D on C ooper

Your Full Service Insurance Agency
fo r Your Home, Car, Life, Boat, RV
or Commercial Needs

77

BATTERY ST

Tel. S UTTE R S

4004 26th St. (at Sanchez), S.F. 94131
San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987

5

positive prospects for the future.
Although the WHO’s next disease
classification manual will not be for
mally adopted until 1993, it is already
being field tested — and the proposed
manual does not list homosexuality as
an illness. “There are no scientific
reasons whatsoever to call homosex
uality a disease,” van Londen started.
“But health is more than the absence
of disease," he continued. "Health in
cludes leading a full cultural life, and if
societies allow homophobia to persist,
then these societies risk injuring the
mental health of their lesbian and gay
citizens.” Van Londen concluded by
proposing that governments go beyond
mere tolerance and set an example for
their populations by becoming "homofriendly.”

Amsterdam International
Conference:

‘Homosexuality
Beyond Disease’

by Mark Schoofs
Our “ layer of civilization” is still very thin, cautioned the
deputy mayor of Amsterdam at the opening ceremonies of the
international conference titled “ Homosexuality Beyond
Disease.”
But the deputy mayor’s warning
sounded almost out of place and un
necessary; after all, the conference had
attracted more than 200 academics and
professionals from at least four con
tinents as well as a whole battery of
high-ranking Dutch officials. And with
the conference taking place in Amster
dam’s poshest hotel, directly across
from the Royal Palace, it was easy to
believe that Holland’s tolerance was the
rule, not the exception. However,
events transpired in other countries
which showed that most of the world
has not passed beyond the conception
of homosexuality as a disease, and
theseevents charged the conference with
a sense of urgency.
Sponsored by the International Les
bian and Gay Association and orga
nized by the gay and lesbian studies
department of the University of
Utrecht, the conference focused on one
particularly threadbare layer of civiliza
tion, the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) classification of homosexuality
as a diseased mental condition. This
classification has been used to ra
tionalize a multitude of injustices, from
electroshock therapy in the past to
modern immigration laws.
Two segments of the conference,

Sentinel editors Mark Schoofs (I) and Tom Murray (r) interviewing Dr. Ed van
1'hijn. the mayor of Amsterdam.
Every lecturer agreed that culture in
fluences the expressions of one’s sex
uality, whether homosexual or hetero
sexual, but disagreement raged over the
power and profundity of that influence.
Most of the debate centered around the
terms "essentialism" and "constructionalism,” five-dollar words that
mean, basically, nature and nurture. Is
homosexuality an inborn, essential
feature of a person’s nature? Or is it in
stead a construct built through the in-

"Homosexuality and Mental Health”
and “Theories of Homosexuality,"
criticized the illness model of homosex
uality and proposed more humane and
scientific understandings. The third seg
ment of the conference, "Homosexuali
ty: Politics and Law,” explored
strategies for aligning government
policy with these new understandings.
Professor Joop van Londen, presi
dent of the WHO's parliamentary body,
gave a lecture which stressed the

M EN
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teraction of an individual with his or her
environment?
The question is an old one, and emo
tionally charged. Many people oppose
even asking it on the fear that if a cause
for homosexuality is found, those in
power will use the knowledge to
eliminate gay people foreverJournalof
Homosexuality editor John De Cecco
did not actually condemn the inquiry,
but he did voice the caveat on the minds
of many at the conference: "The
laboratory is never as far from the
ovens of World War II as one might like
to think.”
The lecturers well understood this
connection, and did not focus so much
on looking for a cause as on how par
ticular people in particular cultures
come to identify themselves. Professor
Vem Bullough of the United States
outlined a history of theories about
homosexuality, and noted that the
word — and therefore the very concept
— "homosexuality" is barely 100years
old.
This is not to say that before the late
19th century that women did not have
sex with women or men with men.
Rather, the lecturers stressed the ex
travagant differences between how peo
ple who have same-gender sexual rela
tions have thought of themselves.
In a talk during the preconference,
Tore Hakansson of Sweden reported
that many Native American tribes
revered "berdaches,” men who crossdressed and had sexual relations with
other men. However, both Hakansson
and Professor Terry Tafoya, a Taos
Pueblo Indian from the United States,
pointed out that this statement
misrepresents the berdache.
Even though berdaches were what we
would consider biological males, they
and their cultures considered them

members of a third gender. Hence a
berdache never engaged in sex with
another berdache, only with maleidentified men or, in some cultures,
with female-identified women. The
point is that what modem Westerners
may viewas "homosexuality” might be
given a completely different interpreta
tion by thos$ involved.
Professor Tafoya compared the
Western model of the homosexualheterosexual continuum to a stick. Ac
cording to our way of understanding,
no matter what your sexuality —
homosexual, heterosexual or bisexual
— you are still somewhere on the stick.
We need to conceptualize human iden
tity in terms of a circle, Tafoya asserted,
for in contrast to a stick a circle has no
end points. A circle is a metaphor for
the whole. Therefore, people are not
stuck between only two possibilities, but
free to be any of an infinite number if
identities.
Although these theories seem to veer
off into the abstract, their consequences
are real. Western AIDS researchers
often ask health officials of Third
World nations about the incidence of
homosexuality, only to be met with in
dignant denials. According to Tafoya,
Dutch educator Jan Husken and others,
these officials may well be telling the
truth — as they see it. Husken related
his own lively example. After having
sex with a Moroccan man, Husken
asked his partner about homosexuality
in Morocco. “There is none,” this
partner replied. "Well,” Husken said,
“what alwut us?" “That’s not the
same thing," countered the Moroccan.
“ We’re friends.”
Erotic friendship or homosexuality?
Or berdache of a third sex? The answer
depends on your cultural point of
C o n tin u e d o n n e x t p a g e

Terrorism Peruvian Style
One by one theywereshoved out of thebar into thecrowded street and theglareof televi
sion lights. Terrifiedof beingrecognized, thewomenshieldedtheir facewith their bandsor
covered their heads with sweaters or jackets.
The crowd mocked and jeered at all the women being arrested, but they added leering
whistlesand commentsat anywomenwearinga skirt. Even thetelevisioncameraharassed
the women wearing skirts, zooming in for close-ups of the shapeliest bare legs.
The film was a Peruvian news dip of a police raid on a lesbian bar in Lima, and it
served as a vivid demonstration of the realities of homophobia. Rebecca Sevillo, a Peru
vianlesbianactivistwho wasarrestedat thedisco, gavea presentationwhich toldwhat the
film did not stow.
When thepolice raided the bar on June 6,1987, the policekept the 70 women trapped
inside for over an hour until the television crewarrived, whereupon the police forced the
women out of the disco. In Peru, attitudestoward homosexuality arevehementlyhostile,
and most of the women wereterrified of being recognized by their friends, employersor,
especially, by their families. The television station aired the video dip three dmes, twice
that week and once again after the feminist movement in Peru had written a letter pro
testing the homophobic attitudes of the TV station.
The women had to'endureother forms of abuse as well. As they were being led to the
police bus, the women were not only verbally mocked and degraded, but shoved, hit —
and some were thrown to the ground. When they arrived at the police station, thtir
troubles were far from over. There they were sexually harassed and detained until one
o’dock in the morning. At that time, they weregiven thechoiceof either leavingor being
transferred to the custody of the police division against terrorism.
In this casefreedom was a dangerous choice. Lima was then under a standing curfew
enforced fromone o’dock until fiveo’dock in the morning. People on the street during
thesehoursweresubject to being shot on sight. Despitethesedangers, most of thewomen
chose to leave, hiding or sitting near the police station until the curfew broke.
None of the women arrested took legal action after the raid. Peru simply does not
recognizethe right of people to have homosexual relations. Attempting legal redresspro
bably would have incited legal and sodal reprisals, and against a government infamous
for its human rights violations, most likely would have accomplished nothing.
Someof the women, in concert with thelesbian rightsorganization in Lima, Grupo de
Autocontientia de Lesbianas Feministas (GALF), did write letters of protest to the
government. These letters, as wdl as GALFs other activities, represent important first
steps of the inchoate lesbian and gay rights movement in Peru. The partidpants in the
conference, deeplymoved bythesight of the women cowering fromtheTV cameras, sent
a collectiveletterof protest to thepresident of Peru. GALF requeststhat you do thesame,
sending a copy to them as wdl.
Please write the following:
Nos dirigimos a usted con la finalidad de expresarle nuestra preocupation
frentea loshechosocurridosd dia 06dejunio de 1987end local ubicadoend Jr.
Huaraz S18 — Brena:
La detendon ilegal de 70 tiudadanas quienes fueron puestas en libertad y
obligadas a transitar sin protection alguna durante las boras dd toque de queda
poniendo in pdigrosusvidas; laactituddifamatoriadd Canal 2detdeviaon pues
su version periodistica no se ajusta a la realidad. Por tanto le solidtamos:

• Respetoalderechode reunion de las personas sin discrimination algunadebido
a su orientation sexual.

• Investigation y santion a los efectivos politiales responsables de estos hechos.
• Respeto al derecho de honor e imagen consagrados en vuestra constitution de
partedelosmediosdecomunkation.
■
Sr. Presidente dd Peru
Dr. Alan Garcia Perez
Palatio de Gobiemo
Lima, PERU

GALF
Casilla 100390
Lima 11, PERU

C o n tin u e d fro m p re v io u s p a g e

reference.
Unless you’re a member of the essentialist camp. They will tell you that, in
deed, the ways one expresses his or her
sexual orientation can differ widely.
Nevertheless, that orientation con
stitutes an essential and unalterable
feature of a person’s makeup. After
all, homosexuality in some form has ex
isted in every culture in all places and in
all times. If homosexuality were
culturally bound, then we would expect
it not to appear in certain societies,
especially those like our own which
strongly condemn it.
Although not himself a strict essentialist, Dr. Kenneth Plummer of the
United Kingdom pointed out that constructionalist theories simply do not
resonate with the experiences of les
bians and gay men. Studying the
biographies of lesbians and gay men
reveals over and over that gay people
knew they were homosexual from early
on.
Usually children’s vocabularies lack
the word “gay” or "homosexual” ;
hence, “ different” is used most often to
describe the feeling of growing up gay.
“ I knew that somehow I was different
from other boys and girls” is a theme
whose variations recur in thousands of
life stories, and essentialist proponents
cite this common theme to cast doubt
upon theories claiming that homosex
uality is sociopsychologically con
structed.
Whether one believes that being gay
is a matter of nature or nurture, the real
task is, according to Dr. Michael Ross

A view of Amsterdam's new Homomonument, unveiled on September S, 1987. The relationship with its surroundings is
emphasized by the “podium triangle" which points to the nearby center for (he struggle for gay and lesbian liberation, the
COC. The "memorial triangle" with its line of poetry points to the nearby Anne Frank House, the center for the struggle
against facism, anti-Semitism and racism.
amendment is expected to pass by a
wide majority. The conference sent col
lective letters to both Amnesty Interna
tional and the British Parliament ex
pressing outrage and urging the reversal
of these decisions.
The possible effects of these kinds of
homophobic developments were

Condomerie, a full-service condom store in Amsterdam,
is located near the famous Red Light District where sex i
prostitutes operate legally.
of Australia, to understand our own
paradigms and their consequences. The
way science thinks about gay people
profoundly influences the way gay peo
ple think about themselves.
In the past, gay and lesbian scientists
have tended merely to react to old
negative models: homosexuality is not a
sin or a sickness, they would argue,
neglecting the development of indepen
dent, positive models. In the future,
suggested Dr. Ross, gay scientists will
need to develop their own models.
However, gay people must be aware
that any new model will have limita
tions. In the words of Professor Tafoya,
“Any system of knowledge is always
also a system of ignorance.”
Currently in the West, ignorance
seems to have the upper hand. During
the conference two distressing events
transpired which animated the discus
sions with the urgency of reality.
Amnesty International announced that
once again it has decided not to protect
or assist people persecuted because of
their sexual orientation. Incredibly,
Amnesty International cited lack of
evidence of persecution against
homosexuals as the reason for their
decision.
In an unrelated event in Great Brit
ain, an amendment to a bill was in
troduced by the Conservative Party,
and supported by the front benches of
the Labor Party, to ban the teaching of
any positive image of homosexuality in
schools and to forbid national and local
governments to subsidize any gay or
lesbian organization. The bill with its

depicted by a video tape shown twice at
the conference of a police raid on a les
bian bar in Lima, Peru (see sidebar).
The raid, which occurred only six
months ago, included harassment and
beating of women, and the graphic
video bestowed an immediacy on events

which otherwise could have seemed
remote. The conference sent a third col
lective letter to the president of Peru,
denouncing the raid and the treatment
of the women.
During her lecture to the conference,
Dutch member of the European Parlia
ment Hedy d’Ancona expressed out
rage at these developments. Asserting
the close ties between oppression of
women and oppression of homo
sexuals, D’Ancona said she was
“shocked” at the decision by Amnesty
International, an organization long
known for its protection of women. She
also roundly condemned the British
Parliament for its homophobic legisla
tion. “They are using AIDS as a
weapon against homosexuals, but
AIDS is only an excuse. They have
always been against homosexuals."
Ironically, the conference itselfdid
not escape charges of oppression. Dur
ing the final session, Diane Richardson
of Great Britain read a statement signed
by almost all of the women attending
the conference. Noting that the organiz
ing committee consisted solely of men,
the women decried the male bias evi
dent in the dearth of female speakers
and in the exclusion of lesbian feminist
theory. Dr. Lex van Naerssen, a
member of the all-male organizing com
mittee, responded that the committee
had attempted to include women, but
that many had refused the invitation.
Nevertheless, van Naerssen admitted
that the organizers had made a mistake.

Women were not alone in their
criticism of the conference. One of the
very few black participants expressed
disappointment at the lack of Third
World participation, and yet another
participant, this time a white male,
deplored the "conventionality” of the
conference. "I am very angry at the
assumption that you are the teachers
and we are the students. This con
ference is not egalitarian enough.”
Then, referring to the panel sitting up
on stage behind a long skirted table, he
added, “ Look, we can only see your

first of many international
conferences,” some of which might be
more appropriate for the people who
felt disgruntled at the way this one was
structured. Tielman also remarked that
it was an “ important” achievement to
have the visible support of politicians.
And indeed, in addition to the presi
dent of the WHO’s parliamentary
assembly, an impressive array of highranking officials delivered lectures or
speeches: the mayor and deputy mayor
of Amsterdam, the Netherlands’ top
minister of health, a member of the
Irish Senate, a member of the European
Parliament and the president of the
University of Utrecht. Each of these
dignitaries spoke with knowledge and
intelligence on the matters at hand —
the mayor of Amsterdam, for example,
spoke of the need to protect the rights of
people who cruise in public parks and
restrooms, debunking the argument
that these people incite their own
harassment by comparing it to the argu
ment that a woman incites her own
rape. The presence and intelligence of
these dignitaries gave the conference a
legitimacy that would be almost un
thinkable in most other Western na
tions.
But it was this very legitimacy which
incited fertile discussions about the
future of the gay movement. Validation
from the heterosexist majority may
come only at the price of the very
freedom which lesbians and gay men
seek to gain, argued the more radical
participants in the conference. The
danger of integration is conformity,
wherein lesbians and gay men would
themselves become oppressors. Those
who choose not to live monogamously,
for example, or those who cross dress
or engage in sadomasochism could
become the scapegoats of the newly
legitimized bourgeois homosexuals.

“There are no scientific reasons whatsoever
to call homosexuality a disease."
— van Londen
heads, cut off from the rest of your
body, which is symbolic of the way this
conference has been too brainy!”
There is no doubt that the conference
sought to attain respectability. Pro
fessor Rob Tielman, a member of the
organizing committee, explained that
the conference was intended to be a
“professional” conference He added
that the conferencewas by no means in
tended to be the only one ever on
homosexuality.
Instead, it was intended to be “the

One political activist from Sweden
feared that the AIDS crisis may be tam
ing the gay movement. The epidemic
has created “professional homosex
uals” whose livelihood depends on their
collaboration with government. If these
people step too far out of line, they risk
losing theirjobs. Hence the government
has succeeded in “ buying off” leaders
of the gay movement, even if it never
explicitly intended to do so and even if
gay leaders themselves never intended
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EDITORIAL

SA N

d o not.

Amnesty Rejects Us
Last week A m nesty International rejected a D u tc h proposal
urging the o rganization to include gay a n d lesbian rights in its
agenda. A m nesty is a h u m a n rights gro up that has done fine
w ork in Central a n d S outh A m erica, A frica, A sia an d the Soviet
U n io n to secure freedom for po litical prisoners. The D u tc h pro
posal was discussed at a m eeting in Brazil, but to date represen
tatives w ho attended the m eeting have not been available to ex
plain the rationale for rejecting the D u tch proposal.
A pparently if a person is arrested for u npo p ular political ac
tivism , Am nesty w ould attem pt to procure his or her freedom;
yet if a person is arrested for socializing in a gay bar (as in L im a ,
for example), Am nesty w ould not offe r assistance. T he S entinel
w ill be interviewing representatives o f A m nesty, a n d if accept
able assurance is not forthcom ing that gay an d lesbian rights
matter to that organization an d are being acted u p o n , we will
urge o u r co m m unity to w ithdraw support.
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Backsliding in England
Legislation has been introduced in the British P arliam ent that
w o u ld m ake it illegal to discuss hom osexuality as a positive life
style in classrooms. There is a go od chance that the proposed law
w ill pass, and the perk offered to pro d its success is that positive
presentation equals pro pag anda. S uch legislation co uld lead to
the b anning o f any gay books in schools. N o distinction has been
draw n between in fo rm in g and “ p ro pag andizing .” Students
needing accurate in fo rm atio n to destroy m yths an d stereotypes
w o u ld n o t be able to get tha t in fo rm atio n in a classroom either
fro m a teacher or from a b o ok.
The recent H elm s A m e n d m e n t passed in o u r ow n Congress is
tepid in com parison to the B ritish proposal, a n d although
h o m o p h o b ia remains strong in E ng land , activists there an
ticipate further setbacks if P arliam ent votes to keep students in
the d ark ab o u t gay life.

Bishops Okay Condoms
The R o m a n C atholic bishops o f the U nited States stated last
week that they w ou ld not object to pub lic e ducation program s
that include in fo rm atio n ab ou t condom s. They emphasized that
their ap prov al is lim ited to program s teaching that abstinence
fro m sex outside m arriage and fidelity w ithin are the “ only
m orally correct a n d m edically sure ways” to prevent the spread
o f A ID S . Yet the bishops oppose m andatory testing for the
A ID S virus and the “ indiscrim inate q u arantining ” o f A ID S p a 
tients. They also condem ned negative attitudes as well as acts o f
violence against gay a n d lesbian people.
The statement from the bishops clashes w ith current Vatican
policy but shows belated signs o f c o m m o n sense an d com pas
sion after several skirmishes between gay rights groups an d local
bishops w ho refused to cooperate in e ducation program s.
S m all victories continue to accum ulate alongside m a jo r set
backs, a n d as the year ends, gay people in m ost places are still
w orking hard to tread water a n d sim ply survive.
■

LETTERS
Baffled Reader
To the Editor:
1 don’t understand reactions like
Patrick Hoctel’s io And the Band
Played On. “Accurate, maybe.
Responsible, 1wonder.” Huh?
You would think Randy Shilts had
invented Gaetan Dugas to make us
squirm. If the portrait is truthful, then
what’s the beef? It’s not irresponsible
to yell “Fire!” in a crowded theatre if
in fact the theatre’s on fire. And
nowhere does Shilts imply that Patient
Zero is emblematic of all gay men;
that implication comes from those
who would sanitize or suppress the
story. Why should we make excuses
for a sociopath, or pretend there is
none among us? Lying when we all
knew better is what gave us the years
of reassurance that AIDS was only a
fast-lane hazard. If it’s our image
we’re worried about, let the expurga
tion start with the last ten pages of
everySentinel: “Seeking Butt
Buddy." “ Got a Beard? Wanna Pose
Naked?” Now there’s a PR headache.
It baffles me too to hear Shilts
blasted for his mere “ passing nod” at
long-term AIDS survivors and holistic
therapies. You might as well ask for a
chapter on the Harmonic Conver
gence: it’s not what the book’sabout.
Patrick Mulcahey
Patrick Hoctel responds:
I f Mr. Mulcahey had read my
review more closely, he would've
seen the section where I question the
accuracy (or truthfulness) of Shilts'
depiction of Gaetan Dugas. That my
criticism of Shilts’ “passing nod" at
holistic therapies and LTSs in a book
that charts the history o fAIDS is
8
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Treading Water
D u rin g a recent m eeting with gay activists in Jerusalem, I asked
one m a n ho w people met one another in his city. H e paused
tho ug h tfu lly a n d replied, “ W ell, there’s the p a rk .” In Tel A viv
there is one bar an d one sauna (bathhouse). In Israel gay people
m ust continue to meet in dark places and sometimes risk arrest
for socializing w ith one another. This situation stands in sharp
contrast w ith A m ste rdam , where the m ayor, educators and
co m m un ity leaders publicly welcome gay visitors. A nother
tragic extreme has been recorded po ignantly o n video: a police
raid o n a lesbian bar in L im a , Peru. W o m e n are dragged into a
van, frantically attem pting to cover fcheir faces to avoid recogni
tion . H arsh m ale voices can be heard in the background taunting
the terrified w om en. [See story page 6.]
W h e n one looks beyond the relative safety o f San Francisco,
there remains a m ostly hostile w orld co nfro nting gay people.
W e still m ust deal w ith h o m o p h o b ia here, w ith political threats
an d physical violence, yet we have the tools and the strength to
stand u p and fight back. A s 1987 ends, the sad reality is that
m ost o f o u r sisters and brothers in other cities, other countries
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equated with asking "for a chapter
on the Harmonic Convergence"
doesn’t deserve comment. Unfor
tunately', in these two cases, accuracy
and responsibility were, to use
Mulcahey's words, "not what the
book's about. ”

Kinnard Honored
To the Editor:
The AIDS Task Force of Black and
White Men Together — San Fran
cisco Bay Area is proud to announce
that Mr. Rupert Kinnard, art director
of the Sentinel, will be a recipient at
our chapter’s annual awards cere
mony this year.
Mr. Kinnard is being honored for
his commitment to AIDS education
and outreach. As you know, he raised
$109 through the weekly cartoon.
Cathartic Comics, featuring the
Brown Bomber, which went directly
to the AIDS Task Force. This at a
time when our work is to not only be
advocates for the People of Color
communities, but to also do direct
AIDS education when and wherever
possible.
We feel that Mr. Kinnard is very
deserving of this award and that he is
an asset to theSentinel staff. He con
tinues to confront issues of racism in
the gay and lesbian communities of
San Francisco.
Reggie Williams and Larry Barnett
Co-chairs, AIDS Task Force

“ Our” Seat?
To the Editor:
In reading the pieces by Tim
Taylor and David Lowe in the 12/11
issue of the Sentinel, I was struck by
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The Congregation Sha'ar Zahav Board of Directors lights the menorah celebrating Chanukah. Also known as the Festival
of Lights, Chanukah was first celebrated in 164 BC after the Jews overthrew their oppressors who had desecrated the
Holy Temple and prohibited worship. According to legend, only enough consecrated oil was found to keep the temple
candelabra aglow for one day. Miraculously, the oil lasted for eight days, long enough for new oil to be prepared.
Chanukah is celebrated December 15-22.

the apparent sense of entitlement
which the writers believe we in the les
bian/gay/bisexual community have to
the soon-to-be-vacated 16th Assembly
District seat.
We have never “owned" that seat
before: only historical revisionists
could suggest that we have and base
their claims to that seat on such
spurious foundations.
None will argue that our communi
ty has AIDS education, research and
prevention at the top of its agenda.
That is as it should be.
That priority should be clearly
enunciated to every legislator in

Sacramento with fierce, determined
and unending regularity.
I question the usefulness and ef
ficacy of “demanding” that Art
Agnos, about to vacate the seat to
assume office as San Francisco’s next
mayor, endorse an unnamed wouldbe assemblyperson for that seat on
the dubious basis that one’s affectional orientation qualifies someone
for office.
We don’t “own” that seat. If we
can provide a qualified candidate for
the seat from our community who can
and will represent our community and
its legislative priorities, that would be

the best choice, clearly.
But if we cannot agree on who that
candidate should be, or if we face the
reality that we don’t have a collective
acceptance of leadership within our
community that would bring us to
support one candidate for this posi
tion, then we should be prepared to
support someone from outside the les
bian/gay/bisexual community who will
do what we need them to do.
I hope that we have the leadership
we need. But if we demonstrate that
leadership by running to Agnos,
fatuously demanding something as a
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 14

FROM THE PUBLISHER

ROBERT M. GOLOVICH

A Short Honeymoon?
Just when you thought it was safe to go back to the waters of
polite politics, here comes the battle for Art Agnos’ replace
ment in the state Assembly. And it is now apparent that John
Burton will be the great white shark destroying everything in
his path.
Having served in both the Assembly
and Congress for many years, having
his golden name and having the backing
of the fabled “ Burton machine," with
its financial and organizational ad
vantages, John Burton may be unbeat
able by any candidate, gay or nongay.
This prospect is disheartening to
those of us who believe that the election
of lesbians or gay men to high office is
not only an important blow against cen
turies of discrimination, but also is
especially .crucial at a time when we
need passionate advocates in the fight
against AIDS. Finally, ever since
Harvey Milk was defeated by Art
Agnos for this same seat back in 1976,
gay people have kept an eye to someday

following in her two unsuccessful races
for the Board of Supervisors, is also
putting out exploratory calls to mar
shal support. Other names have been
mentioned, most noteworthy that of
Tim' Wolfred, the executive director of
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation
filling that slot with one of our own.
and a member of the Community Col
That prospect seems next to impossi
lege Board. Wolfred has twice been
ble now. In fact, against such great
elected to citywide office, demon
strating an electoral success that neither
odds, there is only one scenario in
which a lesbian or gay candidate can
Achtenberg nor Norman can claim.
The other potential candidate — and
win. He or she must meet both of the
the one that would be the strongest can
following criteria:
1) The candidate must have the didate by far — is.Harry Britt. Britt,
backing of virtually the whole les
however, is not expected to go up
bian/gay community.
against Burton, having lost last spring
There are currently at least two or
to Burton machine-backed Nancy
more candidates who have expressed
Pelosi and having been weakened by his
active interest in running for the seat.
support of John Molinari against Bur
Roberta Achtenberg, a reknowned ad
ton machine-backed Art Agnos.
The worst possible case, of course,
vocate on behalf of lesbian/gay and
would be for more than one of these
women’s civil rights, has the backing of
candidates to enter the race. The gay
the leadership of the Harvey Milk Club.
vote would inevitably be split, and Bur
Pat Norman, who has built a loyal

FROM THE DESK
Hongisto
Comes Out

DAVID M. LOWE
Foundation and the Community Col
lege Board.
Is Harry Britt really thinking about
running?

Big Winner
The Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Alliance

ton would waltz in without serious op
position from our community.
2) The candidate must have the
backing o fArt Agnos.
Although Agnos was elected with
tremendous gay support, this is even
less likely than the first criteria. Agnos
and Burton are long-time associates
and members of the same machine that
now holds virtually every position of
power in San Francisco above the level
of the Board of Supervisors (State
Senators Milton Marks and Quentin
Kopp are the two exceptions). For
Agnos not to back Burton would be
highly unlikely.
To add to that unlikelihood, consider
the qualifications for a candidate that
Agnos reportedly laid down in a threehour meeting with a delegation of his
lesbian/gay supporters. Agnos ap
parently said that the candidate must
meet three criteria:
• He or she must be acceptable to
Sacramento insiders (read Willie
Brown);
• He or she must be a skilled
legislator who can deliver the goods to
San Francisco;
• He or she must be able to represent all
the diverse racial and ethnic groups in
the city.
That makes it kind of tough on can
didates from our community. For
reasons of his own, Willie Brown is
reportedly not predisposed to favor a
lesbian or gay candidate. Because there

have been so few openly lesbian/gay
candidates elected to any public office,
finding one who has demonstrated
legislative clout is pretty hard. And.
presumably by mentioning the criteria
at all, Agnos harbors a belief that a gay
or lesbian candidate is not likely to be
able to represent other ethnic or minori
ty groups — or perhaps straight people,
for that matter.
The difficulty that Agnos’ backers in
the gay community are having in per
suading Agnos to back a lesbian or gay
candidate or in putting forth a winning
candidate on their own may be the first
dark cloud on the horizon since their
victory in the mayoral race. They can
win elections, but can they govern? And
those lesbians and gays who supported
John Molinari on the premise that the
machine will never back a gay candi
date, are watching from the sidelines,
quite ready to console their defeat with
that old balm, “I told you so.”
So, as Art Agnos recuperates on the
sandy shores of Hawaii, perhaps sip
ping a mai-tai, soothed by the serene
sibilance of the Pacific waves, the
aspirations and apprehensions of San
Francisco’s gay community may be the
last thing on his mind. He will have to
face them soon enough, however, upon
his return. And while his honeymoon
with the city at large is sure to last for
many months, his love affair with the
gay community may be headed for its
first serious marital spat.
■

at UC Berkeley is celebrating a great
victory. Recently they garnered an im
pressive showing by helping elect Mike
Powell as the first openly gay member
of the student senate.
Powell placed fourth out of a field of
dozens seeking the 15 available seats.
Reports from the ballot-counting ses
sion included widespread murmurings
of “ I can’t believe he made it” and
“Oh my God, he’s winning.” The
response from the winner’s camp was

“That’s right, ASUC establishment,
here we come.” Good job and good
iuck.

Shocker
I don’t think anyone was prepared
for the news that Gary Hart laid on the
political world this week. I was surely
taken by surprise. To sum up the event,
I defer to Hunter S. Thompson who
analyzed whether Hart had done the
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 11

Roberta Achtenberg, the first and only candidate to declare
for the 16th Assembly seat, this week picked up the endorse
ment of SF Supervisor Richard Hongisto.
The first endorsement of a candidate
by a major player in SF politics came
during a Pacific Heights reception held
Wednesday night at the candidate’s
apartment.
“I ’m sick and tired of people holding
office who lack character, integrity and
intelligence," Hongisto told the Sen
tinel. “ Roberta has more than demon
strated that she is a very competent per
son dedicated to human rights and
social justice. We’re lucky to have a
person of her caliber running for the
Assembly."
Attending the Assembly hopeful’saf
fair was a broad cross-section of les
bian/gay community politicos, some of
whom pledged their time and financial
support.
Achtenberg reiterated her commit
ment to stepping aside for a united com
munity candidacy should Pat Norman
or Tim Wolfred choose to run. How
ever, she made it clear that her offer to

withdraw would only remain open
“within reason” and that “time was
drawing short" for the other candidates
to make a decision.
At this point it appears Achtenberg is
on her way to becoming the new “dar
ling” of lesbian/gay political insiders.
Whether those feelings will translate in
to the necessary votes to defeat John
Burton outside the lesbian/gay com
munity is yet to be seen. It’s not hope
less, but at this point it seems doubtful.
However, things could change!

Norman/Wolfred/Britt
Norman has met with Assembly
Speaker Willie Brown, Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi, and John Burton but
probably won’t make a final decision
on whether she will seek the Assembly
seat until she meets with Mayor-elect
Agnos next week.
No word on Wolfred except that he’s
being urged to remain at the SF AIDS

Agnos leaves DiFi in the dust.
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AT THE COURTHOUSE

K EN C A D Y

Nolo Press for
Noel Gift Ideas
Last month I finally got around to drafting my will and a
durable power of attorney for health care. If you remember,
about a year ago I wrote two columns detailing the reasons
why we should all have these things prepared before they are
needed.
I was able to draft the documents
without a lawyer, sort of. I mean. I am
a lawyer, but don’t practice that kind of
law, so I needed legal help. I got it for
$17.95, considerably cheaper than the
$125 some lawyers charge to draft these
documents. Actually, I got it for free,
since Nolo Press in Berkeley had sent
me a copy of [henLegal Guidefor Les
bian and Gay Couples. You can get it
for $17.95.
Since the Christmas gift-giving
season is here, I thought I'd share my
satisfaction with the Nolo Press books
that I have seen and suggest that some
of them could save you hundreds, if not
thousands of dollars.

Grants
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Abuse. $2,500 to develop an educa
tional media campaign aimed at black
women; the Child Assault Prevention
Program, $10,000 for the East Bay
organization to develop its fundraising
program; the Davis-based Institute for
Musical Arts. $5,750 to help support
the participation of women, particular

The Legal Guide for Lesbians and
Gays is the one I like the best, since it
cover*just about every legal topic that
could arise between two people in a gay
relationship. It included a form for the
durable power of attorney for health
care, so I just ripped it out. copied it
and filled in the blanks. Now my lover
has a legal right to visit me in the
hospital if I should go, as well as make
medical decisions for me if I become in
capacitated.
Of course, by having a will I
minimize the chances of a fight over my
vast estate, including my clown collec
tion. Now everybody knows who I
wanted to stick with it.

ly women of color, in the music indus
try; the Berkeley-based Keys to Intro
ducing Disabilities in the Schools Pro
ject. $5,000 for its effort to educate
schoolchildren about issues of dis
ability; and the Oakland Youth Cor
poration. $7,000 to recruit young
female heads of households for appren
ticeship programs.
Other grant recipients are the Santa
Cruz Women’s Health Center. $9,200
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The book can assist you in drafting
contracts, living together agreements,
handling debt and insurance problems,
separation squabbles, parenting,
medical emergencies and estate plan
ning. It's written in the understandable
language that Nolo authors are famous
for and worth much more than its price.
Nolo started modestly enough as an
alternative to expensive lawyers for peo
ple who weren’t poor enough for a free
lawyer and weren’t rich enough for one
in a three-piece suit. TheirNolo News,
published quarterly, is full of valuable
legal information and consumer tips, as
well as jokes making light of stuffed
shirts with law degrees.
Ironically of course, many, if not
most, of their books are written by
lawyers. Attorney Ralph Warner, who
authors many of the texts, proposes
deregulating the legal profession —
“throwing it open to nonlawyers who
can provide routine legal services.” For
starters, he would ‘loss out the
numbered paper and legal format, toss
out the arcane language, toss out the
hostile clerk, toss out the robe, toss out
the throne and, where there is no con
test, toss out the judge and use a less in
timidating administrative procedure.”

for an education projects coordinator
and to make a videotape on breast selfexamination; Sonoma County Women
Against Rape, $4,900 toward a teen
assault-prevention program; Resources
for Independent Living, $5,000 for the
Sacramento-based agency for the dis
abled to do fundraising; Women Em
powering Women, $6,000 for the
Albany-based organization to fund
raise; Women’s Cancer Resource
Center in Oakland. $6,000 for the in
formation and resource center to
develop fundraising; Wry Crips, $6,000
for the Berkeley-based disabled
women’s theatre group to do qutreach
and organizational development; and
Youth Power, $5,000 toward an oral
history project for San Francisco youth.
In 1987. the Women’s Foundation
evaluated 50 to 60 funding proposals
and awarded a total of $170,000 to
groups it felt best met its criteria. The
foundation seeks out organizations that
serve its “target populations,” which
are low-income women and girls,
women and girls of color, single
mothers, lesbians, rural women and
girls, women over 40 and the disabled.
The 9-to 12-member Allocations Com
mittee also looks at how prospective
grantees address issues of — and in
clude — members of that target popula
tions; how grant money might help at
tract additional funding, stabilize or ex
pand the organization; and what other
funding sources that group may have
access to.
“Most of the groups we fund tend to
have smaller budgets," Ross explains,
“and most lack access to more tradi
tional funding sources— The majori
ty of foundations say they support
social change, but very few would fund

Nolo offers not only their own
publications, but other books which
can be had at a discount, including The
LegalSide ofthe AIDS Epidemic, from
Yale University Press, Barron’s Real
Estate Handbook, from Barron’s, of
course, as well as many others. Their
own books come with an update ser
vice.
The newest books include theSimple
Will Book with a 30-minute audio tape
that “helps remove the mystery
associated with writing a will." Also
relatively new is the second edition of
Willmaker, a software program and
200-page manual providing an overview
of probate avoidance and tax planning
techniques.
There are books on do-it-yourself
bankruptcy, small claims court, name
changes, How to Fight Your Ticket.
divorce, adoption, landlord-tenants.
deeds and other real estate matters, and
even 29 Reasons Not to Go to Law
School. You can order a book or the
complete catalog by calling Nolo at
549-1976.
Remember this caveat, however.
Many legal matters are more com
plicated than they seem. Some matters
really ne^d the assistance of an ex
perienced attorney. So, unless you are
really sure of yourself or the matter is
pretty simple, consult a lawyer. By us
ing the Nolo book first, you will come
into the lawyer’s office educated. That
alone will save you a lot of time and

money. Also, you will be able to par
ticipate intelligently in the legal deci
sions you are asking your lawyer to
assist you in. (You didn’t expect me to
write this column without a little fine
print, did you?)
By the way, I don’t get a dime for
plugging these books. But I do want to
use one of the lawyer jokes in the cur
rent issue oTNolo News. It seems a
Mexican bandit made a specialty of
crossing the Rio Grande from time to
time and robbing banks in Texas.
Finally, a reward was offered for his
capture, and an enterprising Texas
Ranger decided to track him down.
After a lengthy search, he traced the
bandit to his favorite cantina, snuck up
behind him, put his trusty six-shooter to
the bandit’s head and said, “You’re
under arrest. Tell me where you hid the
loot or I’ll blow your brains out.”
But the bandit didn’t speak English,
and the Ranger didn’t speak Spanish.
Fortunately, a bilingual lawyer was in
the saloon and translated the Ranger's
message. The terrified bandit blurted
out, in Spanish, that the loot was buried
under the oak tree in back of the can
tina.
“What did he say?” asked the
Ranger.
The lawyer answered, "He said, ‘Get
lost you turkey, you wouldn’t dare
shoot me!’ ”
And who said lawyers don’t share a
senseof humor!
■

an organization that said it specificially
served lesbians. We encounter surprise,
discontent and a variety of responses
when we ask organizations how they’re
serving lesbians," Ross says, and she
reports similar reactions when they ask
groups how they serve the other target
populations.
Besides awarding grants to Northern
California organizations, the Women’s
Foundation each year raises its own
operating budget of some $215,000 and
the monies it in turn distributes to
grantees. Much of those funds come
directly from the community. More

doing or that there would likely be a
recession,” explains Guy. The strategy,
however, is to go ahead as planned, try
ing first to line up several “lead gifts” of
$50,000 and up. "We could stay a
small foundation," Guy says, “but we
want to be a bigger foundation. We
want to increase our programs and we
can’t do it at our present size.”
“We get five times more requests
than we can honor each year in our
grantmaking.” says co-director Marya
Grambs. A short-term goal is to raise
the grant program’s budget from
$170,000 to $250,000 annually.

“The majority offoundations say they support
social change, but veryfew wouldfund an
organization that specifically served lesbians. ”
— Ross
than 5,000 people have contributed to
the Women’s Foundation, in amounts
from $5 to $100,000, since it began
operating in 1981.
Now the foundation is kicking off a
new five-year effort to raise a $2.5
million “Trust for Women’s Future,”
“so we won’t have to raise our budget
starting from zero every year,” says co
director Roma Guy. With such an en
dowment, the foundation could invest
its assets and operate off the interest. At
present the fund contains $70,000;
another $100,000 has been pledged by
four donors.
“ We came up with this plan last
year. We didn’t know then that the
stock market was going to do what it’s
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CORRECTION
TheSentinel story on the campaign for
the 16th Assembly District misstated
the name of a member of the Com
munity College Board. It should have
read Chuck Ayala.
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“Many times we find that the groups
we most want to fund have -problems
that are not money,” Grambs com
ments. The foundation recently re
ceived a grant to strengthen the pro
gram of technical assistance it offers
such groups. “We want to offer a solid
technical assistance program and a
strong allocations program, too. ” ■

David Duka — Broker

BEYOND THE BAY
Impersonating Raisa
WASHINGTON, DC - During the
recently concluded superpower summit
on arms control, news media from as
far away as West Germany and
England shifted their sights from
nuclear arms to a Capitol Hill gay bar
after news surfaced that the bar staged a
Mrs. Gorbachev look-alike contest.
Owners and employees of Rem
ington’swere besieged by inquiries from
news services and national news
magazines after The Washington Post
reported the contest.
“I ’m not even sure all of them know
this is a gay bar and the people entering
the contest will be drag queens,” said
Remington’s manager Bill Hedvig.
“Entertainment Tonight” filmed
the event for future broadcast.
Soviet Embassy spokesman Igor
Bulay was unaware of the contest. Told
the event involved men dressed as
women in an effort to impersonate the
Russian first lady, he said, “Well, it’s a
matter of personal taste, really.
Anything which will happen in these
visits is up to the Americans to decide,
not us.”
□

Sunshine State’s Gay
History
TAMPA BAY, FL - The 1988
Florida State Fair has agreed to include
an exhibit that will document the
history of the gay rights movement.
The precedent-setting exhibition,

Busted
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was in.”
Tom Madding, the assistant district
attorney handling Wilson’s case, would
not comment on the charges facing
Wilson, but noted thegayattorney could
face years in the state penitentiary.
Wilson was a friend and associate of
many important San Franciscans. “I
first met him when he was a student at
Hastings Law School ten years ago. I ’m

AIDS Drugs
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While Johnson took on an active,
combative approach in questioning
NGRA’s Hainline, she had no ques
tions at all for the government’s
counsel, Malcolm Logan.
Logan argued that the lawsuit should
be dismissed because the issues brought
by the case involve the evaluation of
“medical, scientific matters,” not legal
ones, and therefore the courts had no
judicial review over the regulations the
FDA used to decide which drugs were
approved and when.
Repeating a number of times that the
Justice Department’s "hearts go out to

sponsored by the Tampa Bay Business
Guild, will “showcase the contributions
gay people have made throughout
history.”
According to the successful applica
tion for the display, “an exhibit like this
will help dispel myths and promote
understanding of gay people every
where. The exhibit will be tasteful, fac
tual and educational — something
everyone will be proud of. ”
. □

Mandatory Testing
Proposed in NYC
NEW YORK - NY City Health Commissioner Stephen Joseph called for
mandatory HIV-antibody testing of
convicted prostitutes and sex and drug
offenders as a way to stop the spread of
AIDS.
He also called for expanding New
York State laws that define “high risk
sexual activities” to include vaginal in
tercourse. Current guidelines limit the
definition to anal intercourse and
fellatio.
Under regulations promulgated by
the New York .State Public Health
Council, citations of “high risk” ac
tivitieshave been used to close commer
cial establishments such as St. Mark’s
and Everhard gay bathhouses, the
after-hours club The Mineshaft and the
heterosexual club Plato’s Retreat.
Last month, Joseph angered AIDS
activists when he urged doctors to aban
don traditional standards of patient
confidentiality and alert sex partners of

seropositive people that they may be at
“riskof infection.”

PWAs Urged to Leave
Church
SAN ANTONIO, TX - Elders of a
fundamentalist church are urging peo
ple with AIDS to stay away from ser
vices because they fear that others may
be exposed to the disease.
At a Sunday service of the Northside
Christian Church earlier this month, a
church leader said, “Your elders de
cided not to bar anyone from attending
our assemblies. But for the sakeof those
who would possibly be exposed, no
matter how minute the possibility might
be, we ask known AIDS victims to vol
untarily refrain from attending our
gatherings.”
□

White House Say No
to Gay Parents
WASHINGTON, DC - A White
House task force has recommended that
adoptions by lesbians and gay men
“should not be supported.”
The statement, which summarizes
preliminary findings of the president’s
Interagency Task Force on Adoption,
says children often remain in foster
homes too long while seemingly quali
fied parents are denied adoption
privileges.
According to the task force, “marital
status, age or handicap should not
preclude individuals from consideration
is,” commented Toklas President
Roberto Esteves.
Noted Peter Fowler, the cochair of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, “I worked with him on a
number of things and always enjoyed
working with him. He was the kind of
activist who accomplishes things that
were not in the public spotlight. He had
a great sense of humor, and he was very
articulate. He was very human.”
Other longtime friends of Wilson
refused to comment about his arrest. ■

them," Logan said the federal agencies
in question were not causing “ir
reparable injury” to people with AIDS.
AZT, the only drug approved thus
far for the treatment of AIDS, said
Logan, “sailed through [the approval
process] in record time because it
worked. Drugs are different and have
different success rates.”
NGRA filed the suit in June, saying
that the FDA and NIH have acted “ar
bitrarily and capriciously in failing to
treat all AIDS-related drugs under the
same standard established for AZT.”
AZT was approved in March of this
year, one year after its first test results
were published.

Plan to Defederalize?
The New York Times revealed
Wednesday that officials of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) have
proposed to defederalize the National
Institutes of Health and make it into a
private research center funded with
both federal and private donations. The
Times report said the proposal may be
included in President Reagan’s 1989
budget. The reasons behind the pro
posal, according to the OMB, are to
permit more collaboration with private
industry, increase salaries and reduce
bureaucratic constraints.
■
© 1987 The Washington Blade

FROM THE DESK

Agnos Picture
Photographer Marc Geller was
responsible for the great photo of the
Agnoses at the Fairmont party last
week honoring Mayor Feinstein. He en
titled the scene, “Agnos Leaves DiFi in
the Dust.” I think it looks like Sherry
Agnos is reminding the mayor that it
won’t be long before they’ll be taking
over her office and that when the
mayor-elect returns from Hawaii, she’d
like to come over to City Hall and begin
redecorating. Okay, Dianne? It’s okay
by me.
■

Gay Couple Makes
Reunion Yearbook
COSTA MESA, CA - The publisher
of an Irvine high school reunion
memory book must include the photos
of gay couples, according to an Orange
County Superior Court Judge.
Judge Tully H. Seymour said a
refusal to include the photo constituted
a violation of the state’s Unruh Civil
Rights Act, which has been interpreted
to protect lesbians and gay men from
discrimination by private businesses.
Seymour rejected an argument by
Dan Worthington, owner of Worth
ington Reunion Photographers, that the
constitution’s first amendment gave
him the right to determine what he
would publish.
Worthington was sued by David
Engel of New York City, an alumnus of
University High School who attended
the school’sclassof 1977 reunion. □
Items from this week's column were
compiledfrom the Washington Blade,
the Miami Weekly News, the New
York Native, the New York Times,
and Insight Magazine. Beyond the Bay
was edited by Sentinel Assistant News
Editor Tim Taylor.
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very surprised by the arrest and I ’m
concerned about my friend,” said
fellow attorney and city commissioner
Jerry Berg.
Jim Hormel, of the KQED Board of
Directors, said, “I want to see him
treated fairly."
Wilson, a former political action
chair of the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian/
Gay Democratic Club, was also a
respected fundraiser who supported
many community causes. “ He’s one of
those reliable gay people who is known
for putting his money where his'mouth
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right thing. Thompson surmised that if
Hart was wrong he had nothing to lose,
but if he was right he would be presi
dent. True.

as adoptive parents; however, homo
sexual adoption should not be con
sidered.”
The task force’s conclusions about
adoptions comes after the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force and the San
Francisco-based Lesbian Rights Project
jointly submitted a 22-page memoran
dum calling for a rejection of “out
dated” notions that lesbians and gay
men are unfit adoptive parents.
□
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Feds Continue
Vigil Bashing
by Alex MacDonald
The arrests which began last week at the ARC/AIDS Vigil
continued on a daily basis this week with a total of 18 arrests
as of noon on Wednesday.
The first arrest occurred at 6 am last
Friday when federal officers booked
Randy Welch for obstructing federal
government property after he chained
himself to the doors of the old Federal
Building to draw attention to the
removal of the two beds which the Vigil
has kept chained to the building's doors
since November 1985 as a protest
against the Reagan Administration’s
AIDS policies.
According to Welch and other
Vigilers, the beds and their location on

According to Mary Filippini, an of
ficial of the General Services Ad
ministration (GSA) which acts as the
custodian of federal properties, the
GSA removed the beds on orders from
the Department of Health and Human •
Services (DHHS) because they were
“abandoned trash.” The beds at the
time of the removal had not Been slept
in on a regular basis for several months.
The removal of the beds raised con
cern among Vigilers that the small tent
encampment which grew up to support

was involved in any way with the
DHHS action.
In January of 1986, the Board of
Supervisors officially endorsed the Vigil
and its goals. The Vigil subsequently
received public support from City At
torney Louise Renne, who described it
as a protected expression of the First
Amendment right of free speech. Renne
made her comments at the time of a re
quest from DHHS Regional Director
George Miller to Mayor Feinstein. In a
letter to the mayor, Miller called the
Vigil a blight on the UN Plaza and
asked the mayor to have it removed.
Officers of the San Francisco Depart-

proach,” Bush said. “We support
strong federal action on AIDS and
AIDS discrimination as well as efforts
to call attention to those issues. We
have never wavered in our support of
the Vigil.”
No arrests occurred over the week
end. On Monday, a small rally took
place at the Vigil site. Steve Morin, a
UCSF professor of clinical psychology
and aide to Congresswoman Nancy
Pelosi, was the main speaker. Morin
called on the community to start “act
ing up" in protest of federal AIDS
policy. Following the rally, four per
sons chained themselves to thedoor and

Vigilers say, will be released as soon as
ten minutes after arrest. Fines have
amounted to $25 or less. The Vigil
maintains a fund to cover the cost of the
fines.
Since the pushing and shoving be
tween the Vigil and DHHS began with
the removal of the beds on December
10, federal officials have changed their
procedures in only one important
respect: During the removal of the beds,
custodians wore gloves. Vigilers con
tend the gloves were latex surgical
gloves. GSA spokesperson Mary Filip
pini claims the gloves were ordinary
utility gloves which are routinely worn

“We support strongfederal action on AIDS
and AIDS discrimination as well as efforts to
call attention to those issues. ”
— Bush
federal property are the very heart of
the Vigil’s protest — now in its third
year — against what they see as a
dilatory and increasingly murderous
course of inaction by the Administra
tion on funding for research towards a
cure for AIDS, disseminiation of AIDS
information, and indifference to
discrimination against people with
ARC or AIDS and people at risk for
HIV infection.

the people who originally slept in the
beds might also be removed. Unlike the
beds, however, the support camp sitson
property owned by the Department of
Public Works. Deputy Mayor Hadley
Roff told the Sentinel that the city has
no intention of interfering with the
Vigil, nor did city officials know any
thing of the federal action until Jean
Harris, an aide to Supervisor Harry
Britt, called to inquire whether the city

AIDS activist John Belskus addresses demonstrators attending a protest rally at the ARC/AIDS Vigil last Monday
at noon.
ment of Public Health then surveyed
the site and gave the Vigil a clean bill of
health.
On the occasion of the present
DHHS action against the Vigil, LarTy
Bush, an aide to mayor-elect Art
Agnos, assured the Sentinel that
Agnos’ office was not consulted or in
formed by anyone at DHHS. "We
would not have supported this ap-

Euthanasia
C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 3

tion in the brain. He tried.to commit
suicide with sleeping pills. But I found
out what he was doing when he fell
down in the bathroom. I called 911,
and the police and paramedics came
out.”
This young man had his stomach
pumped in the emergency room of a
local hospital before being sent to the
hospital’s involuntary psychiatric ward
for observation. Said his lover, “A man
dying of a painful and fatal disease had

were arrested. Two were released after
15 minutes, another after two hours,
and the fourth elected to stay in jail un
til his case was heard by a federal
magistrate.
Vigilers expect arrests to continue at
least thrQughout the week or until
DHHS agrees to allow them to restore
the beds and chains to their place on
federal property. Persons arrested,

for trash removals. During the arrests
on Monday however, this reporter saw
federal police wearing surgical gloves.
By Wednesday, the arresting officers
used only their bare hands. AIDS ac
tivists contend that the use of surgical
gloves gives the public the false impres
sion that AIDS is contagions by casual
contact.
■

to sit in a psych ward for hours waiting
to talk to a shrink in order to go home
and go back to bed. It was horrible. He
died three weeks later. Three painful
weeks later.”
Marilon Shaw of the Hemlock Socie
ty told theSentinel that the right-to-die
initiative must have 385,000 signatures
collected in the next 150 days to qualify
for the November 1988 ballot.
According to Shaw, two doctors
would have to certify that a patient is
terminally ill, that he will die within six
months, before a patient’s request that
his life be ended can be acted upon.

“Then he can set a lime with his doc
tor to have his life ended,” said Shaw.
"He can say I want my parents and my
minister there, or he can say I want to
do it all by myself. The doctor can be
requested to just leave the lethal pills
with the patient.”
If the initiative makes the California
ballot, it will become the first attempt to
enact a right-to-die law in the United
States. In Holland a physician’s right to
help a terminally ill patient die has been
accepted for the past decade, although
technically suicide is still a crime there.
This winter an attempt has begun in the
Netherlands to put a right-to-die law on
the books. In France the French
Assembly passed a law on December 15
banning the dissemination of informa
tion on how to commit suicide.
Noted Yamell of the initiative effort,
"It’s a big chore, and there’s no money
on our side. On the other side, there is
the Catholic Church. The National
Conference of Bishops is collecting
money across the country to fight this
initiative in California. They want the
right to decide what we will do with our
bodies.”
■
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The Inside Story

Sentinel Reporter
Arrested at
ARC/AIDS Vigil
Protest

by Alex MacDonald
For more than two years, protesters at the ARC/AIDS Vigil
have waited for the federal government to lose patience and
begin arresting demonstrators chained to the old .Federal
Building at the United Nations Plaza.
The anticipated confrontation be
tween "The Feds” and “Vigilers"
finally occurred early on the morning of
Friday, December 11,1987. When vigil
participants responded by offering
more bodies to the cause, 1decided the
event called for participatory journal
ism. 1joined the ranks of those willing
to participate in continuing acts of civil
disobedience on Monday, December
14, at noon.
For the first time in my life, I decided
to be arrested along with three others
committed to confronting the AIDS
policies of the Reagan Administration.
When that moment of confrontation
finally came, it was with a civility and
courtesy barely imaginable 20 years ago
when civil disobedience emerged as a
major force of political change.
The federal police asked quite polite
ly if we would leave the doorway. We
refused. They informed us that we were
in violation of a many-digited number
in the federal code. We agreed. We were
in violation. Out came the bolt cutters
— in standard Vigil fashion, we were
chained to the doors — and the police
cut the heavy, shiny designer chain
favored by Vigil planners.
Freed, as it were, we were led inside
to an empty room on the first floor. A
pile of chain from previous arrests lay in
the comer. (The Vigil, like any good
neighbor, wants its chain back.) An of
ficer removed the chains from around
our waists and tossed them onto the
pile. He then asked us for ID. Ross
Pritchard and I declined to identify our
selves. The other complied and were
released. The police frisked Ross and
me, handcuffed us, and took us away to
450 Golden Gate Avenue, the new
Federal Building. The others were
released immediately.

He landed at our feet. Cuffed together,
we couldn’t do much for him. He asked
for nothing. As the van rolled into
underground parking at the Hall of
Justice, 1 felt what I never thought I
would feel: relief that I was about to
enter a jail.
In the elevator up to the holding tank
of the Hall of Justice, David took
another chop. Unsteady on his feet
from whatever he was on, if anything,
and from the various knockings about,
self-inflicted and other, the little guy
staggered. Annoyed, the escorting of
ficer gave him a backhanded swat
which sent him flying one more time,
his last for that day. Once inside the
holding tank, he was with friends he
knew and who knew him. It was as
though hewas back in the only home he
had found in San Francisco.
By early evening, my hours on the
floor of the cell at Northern Station ag
gravated a cold I had been gestating for
a couple days. I became slightly

Sentinel reporter Alex MacDonald (second from right) joins three other demonstrators who chained themselves to
the old Federal Building al UN Plaza to protest the Reagan Administration’s inaction during the AIDS epidemic.
Room in Dr. Slrangelove. There we
were to sign our citations, or “cite
out.”
For reasons best kno\yn to the gods
and my childhood programmer, I de
clined to sign the citation. Curiosity can
do that to me: this is all too easy, I
thought: what will happen if some
bureaucrat has a bad night, starts feel
ing dyspeptic, and decides to give the
screw a turn without telling anyone in
advance of the event?
None of us on either side had
planned for this, and I, for my part,

Something began to stir in me when a wellscrubbed bruiser was pushed into the tank
along with a sullen-looking buddy bellowing
about the bitches he had deep-dicked.
I was not pleased when I entered the
offices of the US marshals and saw, first
thing, the faces of Ronald Reagan and
Ed Meese smiling at me from an eyelevel perch on the wall. No matter: one
can protest only so much in one day.
Here we identified ourselves and
answered a few questions such as: Are
you suicidal? a drug addict? Do you
have AIDS? I gave my social security
and driver’s license numbers to verify
my identity and to allow for a check for
any outstanding warrants.
They then put us into the cell, which,
lore has it, held Patty Hearst after her
arrest. After a two-hour wait, during
which we saw Gary Harmon and Frank
Richter being released from arrests
made on Friday, Ross and I were taken
to some sort of communications room
on a lower floor. Except for the lack of
a back-lit world map, it bore some
resemblance to the Pentagon’s War

Justice.
Sheriff Hennessey’s men, it turned
out when wegot there, did not want me:
something about overcrowding. The
two federal officers, annoyed with me
now, but finding solace in the fact that
they were doing all this for overtime
pay, took me to Northern Station in
Polk Gulch and turned me over to the
SFPD.
A more polite gang I have seen only
in “The Streets of San Francisco.” The
cells at Northern, however, should not
be shown on TV. The single bench must
have been designed by an angry
Mennonite. 1 spent the next two hours
lying on the concrete floor next to a
hapless drunk. Even though I had
thought to wear a thick woolen sweater
under a tightly woven nylon shell, the
concrete sucked relentlessly at my body
heat. Still, I was more comfortable
there than on the bench.
So far, my chief impressions of arrest
were that it is all terribly dull, the

had never been arrested before, so I had
no idea what to expect. “Was I sure?”
They wanted to know. “Yes.” “Did I
know what I was doing?” Again, I said
“Yes.”
After some telephoning, two officers
escorted me to the corridor outside the
magistrate’s court. It was with a twinge
of anxiety that I noticed the name
Lowell D. Jensen on the wall outside the
entrance to the district court. I grew
even more anxious as the officers
started to steer me in the direction of
Jensen’s courtroom, for I had, only
three hours earlier, sent a letter to
Senator Joseph Biden in which I called
Jensen a “malcontent” and a longtime
enemy of an independent judiciary free
of political prejudice and passion.
To my relief, the officerssat me down
on a bench. A few minutes later, they
received instructions to take me to 850
Bryant Street, the San Francisco Hall of

facilities cold and hard. Only the cops
themselves demonstrated any humane
or civil values. But the action began to
pick up about 5 pm when the SFPD put
me and another prisoner, as we were
called, into the paddy wagon for the
ride back to the Hall of Justice.
A circuitous ride ensued, full of sharp
stops and starts and hairpin turns at
high speeds. We went to Safeway to
pick up a couple of other prisoners.
And then to the Chinatown Station to
drop them off.
TTiere was a little, dark-skinned guy
named David with us on this ride. He
might have been drunk. His hands were
cuffed behind him. He kept saying he
was tough. To prove it, he repeatedly
beat his head against the roof and the
walls of the wagon. For further proof,
he badmouthed the driver, a fellow
about 6 T , 205 lbs., blond, blue-eyed,
tough and with a mouth to match
David’s. Short-tempered, too. He
stopped somewhere along the way and
slapped Havid across the face hard
enough to send him flying to the far end
of the wagon.
Strangely, David did not complain.
He seemed to muse on this for a while,
and then began beating the walls of the
wagon with his feet as well as his head.
He also upped the rhetoric.
We stopped again. This time the
driver grabbed David by the throat,
flattened him against the floor of the
van and punched him once, hard it
seemed, in the stomach. Lying on his
back, David looked the driver in the
face, an astonishing expression of
gratitude on his own face, and said,
“Okay, man.”
Somehow, in spite of the lurching
wagon, David pulled himself onto the
narrow bench opposite and stretched
out, his arms still cuffed behind his
back. A sudden sharp turn in traffic
sent him flying the width of the wagon.

feverish. Body wisdom overcame my
reporter’s curiosity, and I spent most of
the next several hours dozing with only
fitful moments of attention to my sur
roundings, although these were chang
ing slowly as prisoners were processed
out and new ones arrived.
By midnight, something began to stir
in me — a faint apprehension of some
thing unsavory and dangerous when a
well-scrubbed bruiser wearing a red
shirt,and dusted jeans was pushed into
the tank along with a sullen-looking
buddy bellowing about the bitches he

r

had deep-dicked. Eliiptically, they
gravitated, like errant asteroids,
towards me, the faggot. Would I move?
Yeah, but not as far as they liked, and I
dozed as I had been doing fitfully over
the past several hours. Why doesn’t the
faggot sleep on the floor? Too uncom
fortable, I said, not mentioning that I
had tried it and found it wanting.
The bruiser’s buddy got up and
crossed to the other end of the tank: he
didn’t like my faggot smell (probably
the lanolin in my sweater: it’s made
from unwashed wool so as to repel
water). The bruiser himself got into a
conversation with a suited businessman
in on a drunk driving charge.
A little bit of biography followed
from the bruiser: Riordan High, foot
ball, USF, presently an Army MP. He
had just pounded a Vietnamese’s head
in, a gook who had attacked him, an
MP, and the police arrested the wrong
guy, the right guy being in the hospital.
But it was okay. His buddy’s father was
a sheriffs deputy and would get them
out. A while later, a deputy came to tell
him there was no chance of that: his
assailant had too many skull fractures.
Another of the bruiser’s buddies
entered the tank. He displayed the
lacerations he received during their ar
rest — after he was handcuffed, he said,
and related to the unimpressed throng
the injuries he could have inflicted on
the wimp cops if they had just uncuffed
him.
I was fully awake now. So far, I had
crossed three jurisdictional lines. The
paperwork on my case mounted ac
cordingly. By. the time I left the holding
tank at 1:30 am, David was long gone,
and the population of the room had
turned over at least twice, a progressive
ly tougher crew as the night wore on.
Processing my case — that of a
federal prisoner being held for an ap
pearance before a federal magistrate —
went much like the processing before
the US marshal’s, with the difference
that an astute San Francisco sheriff’s
deputy made me remove from my lapel
the pink triangle 1 usually wear.
Apparently, it had eluded the notice,
or merely the understanding, of the
marshals. The questions were pretty
much the same as before: addiction,
alcoholism, suicide, medical needs,
medical condition, allergies, prisongang affiliations. They also took my
blood pressure: 118 over 80, not bad
considering, among other things, my
low fever, my congested breathing and
my pounding head.
Then off to what I understand the in
mates call the Queen’s House, one of
two large chambers set aside for gay
and transsexual prisoners. For the sec
ond time that night, I felt, as I entered
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 15
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right which we do not have and may
not honestly claim yet, then we
demonstrate no true leadership at all.
I’d love to see a bisexual person or
a lesbian woman or gay man in that
seat. But I’d like to see us there
because we’ve earned it, not for
dubious and debatable reasons.
Rabbi Allen B. Bennett

Mom’s Warning
To the Editor:
My son has been in a San Francisco
hospital for a month. This includes 15
days in an intensive care unit. He has
AIDS.
Before finally being so sick that he
went to a doctor, he went to a socalled “nutritionist,” who put him on
a diet of practically nothing but rice
to cure his most obvious sympton,
Candida. When he told her he was
getting weaker and sicker, she told
him he was going through a ‘‘healing
crisis.”

Valuable time was wasted. If he
had been treated by traditional
medicine earlier, he would not have
had to go through all the suffering of
the past month.
I am writing to warn you brave and
wonderful guys, traditional medicine
is improving every day in fighting this
plague, and for your sake and your
family’s, as difficult as it is, you must
seek qualified help, early.
A grieving mother

KRON’s Wayne Shannon, Ray
O’Loughlin and Mary Richards of the
BAR, Charlie Linebarger of the&nlinel, Rikki Streicher, Rita Rockett.
Pat Norman and others who rallied
around Electric City to fight bigotry
and censorship with Viacom 6.
This past year has been a struggle,
but we have grown into a legitimate
production company, open to all les
bian/gay talent. Electric City is now
in many cities in the East Bay with
plans to broadcast in others. We in
tend to be here fighting for our rights
in 1988 and beyond.
Any lesbian/gay group sponsoring
benefits, fundraisers and events to be
published or filmed can reach us at
861-7131 or write to 133 Collingwood, San Francisco, CA 94114.
Stay tuned, we’ll be right back.

Thanks from
Electric City
To the Editor:
Electric City wishes to thank those
who have supported us this past year.
Superstar Video, Patrick Henry, and
his people top the list.
This past month we were canceled
by Viacom 6. Without the support of
the lesbian/gay community, Electric
City would have been without any
broadcast facilities in San Francisco.
We intend to continue showing our
community as we are, not as the right
wing would like to see us. Thanks to

I

OBERT f MUtlEN

McCarthy and AIDS
Thefollowing letter way sent to Lt.
Gov. Leo McCarthy:
Dear Leo:
You undoubtedly have my vote for
US Senate this November. Still, I am

N

greatly bothered by your failure to
address perhaps rtf’ issue in the 1988
campaign: AIDS.
You have taken the politically expe
dient way out. In a plea for money I
received today you list your issues in
1988 as aging, education, clean air
and water, and jobs. Not a real tough
arena to do political battle.
Leo, you can’t get AIDS from
simply saying it, or even by printing it
in your campaign literature. Your fear
of raising the issue and aligning
yourself with the likes of Robert Dole
(“AIDS is not an issue in ’88”)
makes me question your ability to tackle tough problems.
I hope you incorporate your stance
on AIDS research and education into
your campaign platform. In the
meantime I will cut a check with your
campaign in mind — only the money
will go toward PWA support.
David Reid

Window Dressing
Thefollowing letter was sent to Nan
Hunter, director of the Lesbian and

I
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Gay Rights Projectfor the ACLU.
To the Editor:
It has disturbed me for several
years now that the mailing I receive
soliciting membership renewal for the
ACLU make little mention of any
work you are doing for gay rights.
ACLU Executive Director Ira Glasser has not used the word "gay” even
once in his little “ personal” solicita
tion notes. This astounds me even
more when I know that I have
registered with the ACLU as being in
terested specifically in working on
gay-related issues.
Rather than renew my membership
this year and have those monies
diverted to causes I care less about, I
tried to make a contribution restricted
to your Lesbian and Gay Rights Pro
ject. The ACLU membership office
has issued me a new membership con
trary to my explicit written instruc
tions that I do not want to be a
member of the ACLU. It is clear
from the endorsement that my check
went to the ACLU General Fund and
was not deposited to the credit of the
project. I have instructed my bank to
bounce this check.
It seems to me that the ACLU is
simply trying to put window dressing
on its response to gay rights issues. It
seems that you are nothing more than
a means to raise money from the gay
community for other ACLU causes.
Your own "personal” solicitations
even take pride in the ACLU having
argued Bowers vs. Hardwick before
the Supreme Court, a case that effec
tively legalized sodomy statues in half
of the states.
It is time the ACLU addresses
publicly and forcefully two questions:
When is the ACLU going to address
homophobia within its own ranks? Do
you really expect the gay community
to support your project when the
ACLU does not acknowledge gay
rights issues to its own members, let
alone publicly?
If you cannot do this, you might as
well close up shop before you do any
more damage to gays and lesbians. I
am looking forward to seeing your
personal answers in the general press.
If that is beyond you, try the gay
press. In the meantime, cancel my
membership and remove me from all
ACLU mailing lists.
C. Theodore Tucker
A ll letters must be typed and legibly
signed originals. Please include your
complete address and telephone
number. Deadline is the Friday prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or reject any letter submitted.
Brevity is a virtue.

Conference
C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 7

&
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to sell out.
These concerns about the future of
the gay movement strongly parallel the
writings of a French thinker whose
name arose in almost every lecture,
Michel Foucault. Foucault's mention
was poignantly appropriate. Generally
thought to be gay himself, he died of
AIDS just after finishing TheHistory of
Sexuality, his last and most monumen
tal work. A quotation from that work
adorns his memorial panel in the
NAMES Project Quilt.
Foucault theorized that power
permeates every human relationship —
economic, sexual, political, linguistic,
etc. — and he focused on the power
relations immanent in systems of
knowledge.
To Professor Tafoya’s principle that
every system of knowledge is always
also a system of ignorance, Foucault
would add the following corollary:
Every system of knowledge (or ig
norance) is always also a system of
domination. If this is true, then ab
solute freedom is never attainable in this
world, for new systems of knowledge do
not liberate but merely shift the stricC o n tln u e d o n n e x t p a g e
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that room full of gay men, a touch of
the feeling of coming home that David
seemed to show when he entered the
holding tank.
Every one of the 40 beds was taken,
and most of the guys were asleep, but a
small huddle was going on at the far end
of the room. I went towards it, and
there I found X. I had once thrown X
out of the hotel where I work..
He proved to be friendly. He explained
to me now that he had been trying to
consummate a dope deal on that earlier
occasion. I told him I hadn't known
that: I had thought he wasjust being an
asshole. He "was in. custody now for
possession of a syringe. Although he
has AIDS, his SSI was revoked, then re
instated, but he has not received a check
in four months, so he makes do by deal
ing dope. He showed me his KS lesions
and then he introduced me to a young
latino, the shopkeeper of the Queen’s
House. He deals out the cigarettes and
whatever else gets dealt. The shop
keeper was interested in me until he
heard I was there only because I refused
to cite out,, then his interest turned
momentarily to scorn and he stalked
away.
X gave me a cigarette. The shop-

Diluted

C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 3

organizations “that promote or en
courage directly or indirectly,
homosexual sexual activities.”
The sweeping nature of the language
threatened to defund gay AIDS service
organizations, even though most safe
sex education materials, such as the
AIDS Foundation’s brochure “Can
We Talk,” are supported with private
funds.
A compromise worked out by Senate
and House members deletes the word
“indirect,” and congressional aides say
that change and other clarifications in
the legislation will protect gay groups
from loss of federal funds.
Even with that modification,
however, the amendment has already
had a chilling effect on federal and state
funding agencies, according to Steve
Morin, an aide to Rep. Nancy Pelosi.
Morin noted that the Centers for
Disease Control and the state Depart
ment of Health Services are now ex
amining the content of safe sex
materials more critically, and have
begun to intrude into the editorial con
tent of AIDS prevention brochures.
“Their clean-up |of language] will
help to a certain extent,” Morin said,
“ but it’s still harmful. [Congress)
should be congratulating agencies for
doing such good work, rather than
establishing criteria that hinder them.”
Morin cited studies by the University
of California at Berkeley and the San
Francisco Department of Public Health.

Conference
C o n tin u e d fro m p re v io u s p a g e

tures of control. Which means that even
if lesbians and gay men succeed in mov
ing homosexuality beyond disease, they
will not have completely escaped
domination.
Nevertheless, some forms of domina
tion are less heinous than others, and it
was this cautious yet definite optimism
that characterized the conference and
lingered as the dominant impression
after the participants had dispersed.
As Vera Bullough concluded at the
end of his talk on the history of studying
homosexuality, “The most hostile
research has come when the gay move
ment was at its weakest — for example,
Germany in the 1920s and ’30s. What
we can leara from this is that gay people
have set the terms of research into
homosexuality. Politics and science go
hand in hand. In the end, it is gay ac
tivism which determines what research
erssay about gay people. ”
■

Two volunteers representing the SF Eagle pour in more pennies to help the
AIDS Emergency Fund provide direct financial assistance to PWAs. The penny
drive begun by the Gate restaurant and bar has raised $16,000.

could plead in his court or elect to go
before a judge of the federal district
court, the next higher level, where my
judge would be chosen by lot.
Some people prefer the district court,
he told me, because they feel that
political passions will carry less weight
with judges who sit for life than with
magistrates who are elected for eightyear terms by the judges of the higher
court. I thought of Judge Jensen and
decided to stay where I was.
I pleaded guilty, and took the oppor
tunity afforded by my arrest to make a
statement explaining that I acted as I
did because I believe that, the civil
disobedience of the Vigil helps to
educate the public by relieving some of
the public’s fears around AIDS as well
as to nudge federal policy on AIDS
toward a rational course.
The magistrate thanked me for my
succinctness and said that he approved
of my goals. He waived the $25 fine.
Richter and Harmon chanced to be
present in the courtroom in support of
the disabled activist Jane Jackson, who
had been arrested earlier in the day at
the old Federal Building. Jackson had
cited out, and her case had been heard
just before I entered the courtroom. The
J four of them escorted me from the court
■
■| and back to the Vigil.

keeper returned, friendly again, and
said he was just having a laugh at my
expense. X showed me to a spot next to
his bunk where I could put down my
mattress and bedding. Before I fell
asleep, I heard him say that breakfast
would be served at five.
By five, my cold was worse, my
throat was sore and my headache had

not abated. After breakfast, I slept,
with a break for lunch, until a deputy
came to return me to federal custody;
the trip back to 450 Golden Gate
Avenue followed.
I did not have to wait this time. The
federal officers took me straight to the
courtroom of Federal Magistrate
Brazil. The magistrate explained that I

as proof that explicit safe sex education
materials prevent the spread of AIDS.
San Francisco AIDS Foundation
spokeswoman Holly Smith agreed that
the Helms measure was interfering with
public health initiatives to address the
epidemic, and she suggested that
lawmakers were trespassing on the turf
of health educators by limiting the
scope of safe sex materials.
“ Lawmakers are not people who
know how to change behavior to fight
the epidemic,” Smith said. Even in its
diluted form, she added, the amend
ment still “casts a shadow on the need
to be explicit. We cannot be restricted
in the types of words or the delivery of
services.”
Helms has introduced a battery of 14
AIDS amendments that include imposi
tion of criminal sanctions for blood
donations by people with evidence of
AIDS infections, mandatory contact
tracing of sexual partners of seropos
itive people, requirements that family
planning clinics emphasize the ineffec
tiveness of condoms and requirements
that states keep records of people who
are seropositive.
Helms was able to tack onto a
veterans hospital bill an amendment
that antibody testing and counseling be
offered to all patients under the age of
40. That amendment, which passed
overwhelmingly, was a far cry from his
original stringent proposal for man
datory testing of all hospital admis
sions. But congressional observers saw
that vote as another successful example
of muscle-flexing by Helms in his effort
to control the debate over AIDS policy.

With two successes under Helms’
belt, supporters of affirmative AIDS
legislation have been reluctant to bring
their bills to the floor because of the
likelihood that his other amendments
would also pass.
Tom Rollins, an aide to Senator Ed
ward Kennedy (D-MA), said, “ We
ended up in a stalemate with Helms on
AIDS policy.” Kennedy has introduced
legislation that would require federal
agencies to expedite grants for AIDS
research and treatment proposals.
Other legislation pending includes
Rep. Henry Waxman’s proposal to
establish federal support for AIDS
testing and counseling programs. His
proposal also includes antidiscrimina
tion provisions on the basis of an AIDS
diagnosis or antibody status. .
On Saturday, Senators Helms and:'
Kennedy agreed neither would offer
floor amendments to the federal ap
propriations bill. The decision not to
press affirmative AIDS legislation was
reached after a survey of Senate
Democrats indicated it was likely that
both the Helms and the Kennedy pro
posals would pass.
Rollins said, “The political fear (of
Helms) is high.” He added that the
scenario that both sets of proposals
would pass indicates the confusion in
the minds of lawmakers over what
direction AIDS policies should take. It
also reflects an unwillingness by
lawmakers to cast a controversial vote
on AIDS in an election year, he said.
That assessment was shared by Vic
Basile of the Human Rights Campaign
Fund who said, “ We need to do a bet-

ter job of educating Congress on the
significance of the Jesse Helms amend
ments.”
Also lost iii the stalemate was a pro
posal by California Senators Alan
Cranston and Pete Wilson to set up a
special demonstration grant program
for AIDS services.
The $15-million proposal would have
helped steer funds to the Public Health
Service Hospital in the Presidio, which
the city recently acquired to provide
subacute care for people with AIDS or
ARC who do not require the intensive
and expensive services provided by in
patient hospital care.
Sources familiar with the negotia
tions said other lawmakers viewed the
Cranston-Wilson proposal as “pork
barrel.” Paying for the demonstration
grant proposal would have required
subtracting funds from other AIDS
programs, a proposition the SenateHouse committee was unwilling to ac
cept. Reported efforts by Wilson to shift
funds away from research failed,
sources said.
■
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PERSONAL BEST
Third Eye vs. Third Leg:

Balancing Sex
and Spirit
Does the body rule the mind
or the mind rule the body?
I dunno.
— Morrisey, The Smiths

The other day while I was choking the chicken, I had a pro
found spiritual revelation. There I lay, sex-fixated and
delirious, when suddenly the thought occurred to me, “Jeez,
if I could kick this energy up to crown chakra, I'd really be
seeing stars.”
The human dilemma, no? It’s like
that phrase about the lotus: “roots in
the mud, flower reaching towards
heaven” or some such thing.
Sex and spirituality, body-mind
dichotomy, ape and essence. (I could
go on), we drag this ball and chain with
us through most of life, jumping from

and I like it.
Ah, Kundalini! The fire down below,
the itch you just can't scratch. Coiled
like a snake in your genitals, Kundalini
energy unwinds in successivegradations
of light, bursting forth as a fiery sun at
the top of your head. My dear, it’s the
ultimate orgasm: Samadhi! Nirvana!

“The hell with eternity, let'sfuck"
is an idea which has intruded on many
spiritual quests, putting the seeker
between a rock... and a hardplace.
The Big Bang!
The problem is that this great mo
ment of enlightenment happens only
rarely, and for some it never happens at
all. The ascent to the higher chakras in
volves years of patient, mostly boring
work, and no small amount of blind
faith. Little wonder that most of us set
tle for the lesser ecstasies.
Sex is the most commonly used alter
native. At its simplest it only requires a
free hand and a vivid imagination.
From there the variations are endless,
all the way from intimate passion with
one person to mass gang-banging— the
former a romantic dream, the latter
resembling those wildly baroque
temples in India with thousands of

one extreme to the other and never
seeming to settle on a happy medium.
Sex is often seen as spiritual, which of
course it is. Spirituality on the other
hand has a reputation for being chaste,
and even sex-negative. This is an unfor
tunate result of centuries of JudeoChristian politics, which has everything
to. do with social control and almost
nothing to do with personal revelation
and evolution.
So let’s get down to basics. Can sex
and spirituality get into bed together or
are they eternally at war with one
another like the (hetero) sexes? My feel
ing is that though there may be some
important differences between the two.
at the root of it all it’s only Kundalini.

D O N A L D C U RRIE
copulating couples rising tier upon tier
to the sky.
From one end of the spectrum to the
other, sex is holy in its way — and cer
tainly divine.
But the problem with sex is that the
ecstasy of it doesn’t last. We all cum
and then that’sthat. Suddenly what was
burning with the fire of an eternal
presence, incarnate and palpable, has
vanished like a mirage. There’s an
afterglow of course, as with any fire,
but soon enough it’s embers and ash.
and like one who lives to eat, the hunger
is there again and with it the endless
search for the perfect, piece of meat.
Sex is too often and too easily addic
tive, but so is spirituality. We all know
someone (we may even be that some
one) who’s gotten onto a spiritual path
and become impossible. This queen is
always meditating and acting holier
than tao. “ It’s my last time on the
wheel of karma,” he says, and all his
friends are thinking. “Thank God for
that.”
He many even have renounced the
“lower planes” and become celibate,
which is a pity if he happens to be a
“delicious piece of eating stuff” as the
Reverend Boyd McDonald so drolly
puts it.
Though it’s easy to laugh at such a
person, there is something to be said for
being “drunk on the divine." I mean
sometimes you just can't get enough of
that funky stuff. As Franklin MerrellWolff says about reality beyond the
senses, “There are Deeps beyond
Deeps beyond Deeps, and. on the sur
face, this little culture of egoistic man to
which he clings like a beggar to a
crust.”
It seems to be every living thing’s
destiny to merge with the Big Heartbeat
in the Sky. Mystics have always said so.
and even modem technology bears wit
ness to it. People who have been re
suscitated from near-death experiences
tell the same story: physical death is the
soul’s true birth into the harmony of the
universe.
This is one of the tantalizing glimpses
we are offered within the confines of this
physical incarnation. Is it any wonder
then that having peeked through the
veil, one could become mad for it.

o

December 18-24,1987
WEEKLY ALMANAC: The Winter
Solstice is upon us. This andent holiday
is a celebration of darkness in the hope
that the light will return. Monday night
will bethelongestnight of thewholeyear.
It is a tradition to keep a fire burning,
evenif only a candle, for the entire night.
May you enjoy the mystery of darkness
and may you rediscover thelight of peace
safe in your heart.
<T> ARIES, THE SHEEP (Mar 21
-Apr 19): You are the light which shines
bristly through the night. The power of
your personality gives hope to thosewho
wander lost in thririears. Let your cocky
attitude overwhelm your friends at
several holiday partiesthis week, but save
the real sparkleforyour sweetiepie. Cud
dle through the long cold nights and
share dreams about the future when the
light will return. Snuggle like babes in a

8 TAURUS, THE OX (Apr 20-May
20): This solstice marks a moment of
conversion for you. Your traditional
religious beliefs have lost their meaning
and a radically newmorality has sparked
16

your lifewith excitement. Your tidings of
great joy will sound weird to old friends
who expect you to putter along in
mediocrity, so be gentle with those who
arecloseto you. Preach your prioritiesto
the masses while reassuring your lover
with cozy comfort. Together you are
destined to save the world.
I I GEMINI, THE WOLF (May 21
-Jun 20): Your darling lover will rescue
you from the terror of darkness just in
time forthesolstice. Looming fearsof be
ing lost will be banished by the revelation
that your full commitment isthe only gift
he/she truly desires. Speak the magical
word, say“yes” from thebottomofyour
heart. Then sneak off to your favorite
passion pit to prove the point. You have
permission to avoid everyone elsefor the
holidays.
O CANCER, THE CRAB (Jun 21
-Jul 22): In the darkness of the solstice
you’ll crawl out of your shell of defen
siveness just long enough to enjoy the
hugs and kisses of someone you once
hated with a vengeance. Free from the
comments and expectations of others,
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you two will arrive at a common conclu
sion. You’ll fall,madly in love with each
other all over again, realizingthat you’re
the light at theend of each other’stunnel.

SL LEO, THE SNAKE (Jul 23 -Aug
22): The dampness and cold of the com
ing week could be a major strain on your
health. Stop running around shopping
madly. Stop going to work. Stop stress
ing yourselfout with expectationsof per
formance. Cuddle up next to your lover
who’s been standing by just waiting for
this special moment. The holidays have
no practical profits for you. Go rest ye,
merry gentleperson!
Tiy VIRGO, THE PIG (Aug 23 Sep
22): You are a great parent for the
youngsters who gather around the tree
for the holidays. They look up to you
with admiration and incredible love; you
make their lives meaningful and secure.
Therefore, you must not look down on
their childish frivolityfroma levelofgreat
expectation. Let them crawl up on your
warm lap, listen to their simple wishes
and whisperyour wordsof wisdomwitha
kiss on the cheek.

The Kundalini energy is often seen as
a fiery, serpent image, uncoiling
from the base of the spine during
meditation or sexual expression. This
image, drawn from the Dakini
Oracle, was designed by Nik
Douglas, Penny Slinger and Meryl
White.
obsessed and driven as any lover would
be?
But we are within the confines of the
body, and it is a nagging and persistent
companion. Much of the body's allure
is easily renounceable — pain and anx
iety, for instance. Sex, however, is an
enticement which can make life seem
worth living. “The hell with eternity,
let's fuck" is an idea which has intruded
on many spiritual quests, putting the

most practical race, for a way out of
this dilemma. I don’t mean the modem
Mainland Chinese, who feel that sexual
excess means holding hands too much.
I ’m speaking about the older, tradi
tional Chinese outlook on physical and
mental health.
In their view of the cosmos, life is a
balancing act between contrasting pat
terns: light and dark, hot and cold, yin
and yang. The purpose of life is not the
struggle between these opposites but the
balancing of them into a harmohious
pattern of interpenetration.
There is nothing which is not con
tained in everything else; the universe is
an inextricable web of correspondences.
To be whole, to be in harmony is to be
in touch with all aspects of yourself, but
not to let any one of those aspects over
ride any other.
This is the context in which Chinese
medicine is practiced to keep the body’s
energy flowing and harmonious, to not
let it stagnate or bum or create an ex
cess where there should be a balance.
It’s medicine as gardening, the main
taining of a serene and pleasing bodily
landscape.
The kidneys are the root of the bodily
system in Chinese medicine. They store
the essence without which nothing
develops or grows or flows. Once you
have depleted your kidney essence, it's
bye bye, baby. And guess what depletes
it just about more than anything else?
Uh huh.. .sex. Too much sex. that is.
Another important organ is the
spleen, which not only creates blood
but is fundamental in creating chi or .
dynamic energy. Guess what depletes
the spleen? To much contemplation or

The answer is not in renunciation and
anal retentive control or the path of
This-Face-Sits-Five, but rather in
a balanced life, the Greek ideal.
seeker between a rock...and a hard
place.
So what are we to do. we poor
humaqs? We’re like the cartoon charac
ter with the good angel on one shoulder
and the devil on the other. Must we
choose, renouncing one and taking our
chances with the other? Who's made us
choose anyway, and why should we
spend our lives as a cartoon character?
I suggest we turn to the Chinese, that

meditation.
So there you have it — the way out of
the age old conflict! (Aren’t you glad
you’re reading this article?) The answer
is not in renunciation and anal retentive
control (the Phyllis Schlafly way) or the
path of This-Face-Sits-Five (the good
old days), but rather in a balanced life,
the Greek ideal.
Obviously, it is not healthy to fuck

LIBRA, THE LEOPARD (Sep 23
-Oct 22): The relatives aregoing to make
your holidays a major diplomatic
challenge, especially when waning fac
tions show up at the same time carrying
identical gifts. You must, not choose
sides! You have the advantage of shuf
flingyour visitorsoffto Buffalo if theten
sion getstoo overwhelming. Most impor
tantly, always consult your lover before
suggesting solutions. Family differences
cannot come between you.

■A CAPRICORN, THE WHALE
(Dec 22 - Jan 19): Hyperactive friends
and crowded shopping malls will test
your patience in the coming week.
Schedule several periods of privacy away
from the mass confusion so you can get a
grip on yourself. After all, this is your
birthday time and you deserve a little
peace and quiet for yourself. And for
goodness’ sake, watchthat diet! For your
astrological chart, send birthdate/time/place and $1 to Robert Cole,
PO Box 884561, San Francisco, CA
94188.

Tty SCORPIO, THE SCORPION
(Oct 23 -Nov 21): Go ahead and try to
cram all your shopping into the next
seven days. The bargains can’t be beat
although the selection is limited and the
traffic is incredible. Nobody else enjoys
rubbing shoulders with the crowds like
you do; it makes the holidays seem nor
mal. But when you head for home, don’t
besurprisedto find there’sno roomin the
inn, no room at least for strange friends.
Your family must have you all to
themselves.
y SAGITTARIUS, THE HORSE
(Nov 22 -Dec 21): Money’s going to be
tighter than usual this season, so spare
yourself the anxiety of being generous
with relatives and strangers. Don’t be
afraid to put all your resourcesinto mak
ing the holiday super special for yourself
and your housemate. The economics of
this coming week is a due to the
.economics of the coming year, so don’t
waste your money on partridges in pear
trees.
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» AQUARIUS, THE EAGLE (Jan
20 - Feb 18): A mysterious feeling of
power wells up in your soul this week.
Like the wise men from the Orient, you
are on a great quest to find the lover of
your dreams and you knowthat he/sheis
not far away. Follow your star evdi if it
means riskingold securityand even older
friendship. Doubts can be banished with
faith. Fear can be banished by love. This
week you’re going to find your babe in a

M PISCES, THE SHARK (Feb 19
-Mar 20): Tell Santa Claus you want a
deck of tarot cards and an astrology
chart, some I Ching coins and a past-life
reading. Santa might not understand
your interest in the occult mysteries, but
neither do you, really. Ultimately you
will gain the power of the andent magidans and you will discover howto create
a new universe. Until then, honor the
darkness with sacred rituals and burning
candles. Your dreamshold all answersJ i

ON GUARD

JOHN S JAMES

AZT and Acyclovir
Combination
Fansidar Danger

California sets up an office to ad
minister the program. At that time the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation hot
line, 863-2437, will have information
on how to apply.

Acyclovir (Zovirax), a readily available prescription drug,
appears to work synergistically with AZT, meaning that the
combination may be a better AIDS treatment than either one
alone.

Several studies of this combination
are now going on; for a list of the
studies, see AmFAR Directory of
Experimental Treatments for AIDS
and ARC, published by the American
Foundation for AIDS Research, (212)
333-3118. Trials are planned or under
way in France, Italy, Sweden, Ger
many, Belgium, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, Denmark, Australia
and the US.
Meanwhile, a number of physicians
and patients are using this drug com
bination — sometimes as a half dose of
AZT combined with a full dose of acy
clovir — but few physicians are willing
to speak publicly about it because the
combination has not been approved,
and according to the October 1987 edi
tion of the-4mFAR Directory, no con
firmatory data is available.
The Sentinel hereby releases what
may be the first published data on the
use of this combination in the treatment
of AIDS and ARC.
Project Inform, in San Francisco,
filed a Freedom of Information
Act request and obtained extensive in
ternal documentation of the large
double-blind, placebo-controlled AZT
trial with 282 patients. One paragraph
of this documentation concerned the
combination of AZT and acyclovir. We
reproduce the paragraph here:
“Seventy of the 282 patients enrolled
in this trial (25%) received acyclovir
(ACV) in addition to their study
medication. Thirty-four were patients
randomized to receive AZT.. .no
evidence of increased hematologic tox
icity — Only 2of the 34 patients (6%)
who received ACV in addition to AZT
developed opportunistic infections over
the course of the trial compared to 22 of
111 (20%) of the AZT recipients who
did not receive ACV during the study.”
Researchers should consider the
possibility that the benefit of including
acyclovir with AZT in the treatment of
AIDS or ARC may be even greater than
the above figures suggest. For the AZT
patients who also received acyclovir
presumably had an infection which the
acyclovir was being used to treat, so. as
a group they were probably sicker to
begin with than the AZT patients who
did not receive acyclovir. Even so, they
did much better.
It is too early to know for sure that
the combination is useful. We will
report more information as it becomes
available.

Paying for AZT
James Palazzolo, who is writing an
article on AZT, brought the following
to our attention.
(1) Family Pharmaceuticals in South
Carolina, a company which specializes
in low prices for expensive prescription
drugs for chronic diseases, sells AZT at
what is reported to be one of the lowest
prices in the US. In early December
1987 (before the 20 percent price reduc
tion announced in mid-December by
Burroughs-Wellcome), it quoted
$204.85 per 100, about $6,000 per year
for a full dose, two capsules every four
hours. For the current price or for more
information, call Family Pharmaceu
ticals at (800) 922-3444.
(2) The Federal AIDS Drug Reim
bursement Program appropriated

$30,000,000 to pay for AZT for per
sons who cannot afford it. Unfortunate
ly, however, some states are not yet
ready to disburse the money.
This program, traded"off in Senate
dealmaking for AIDS testing of im
migrants, pays only for FDAapproved, anti-HIV agents, meaning
only AZT.
Income eligibility is about $11,000
per year for a family of one.
The only medical eligibility is a valid
prescription by one’s doctor. This
means that asymptomatic seropositive
persons may qualify, as well as persons
with AIDS and ARC. (Some physicians
want to use AZT early for persons who

Last October we heard that someone
had died of side effects of fansidar, one
of several preventive treatments for
pneumocystis. Recently, we heard of
two more cases of serious reactions to
this drug. One happened to a friend of
this writer who used fansidar because he
was unable to obtain aerosol penta
midine in San Diego. He had not real
ized that fansidar must be stopped if a
skin rash occurs and almost died as a
result.
We repeat the following warning
from the Physician’s Desk Reference,
which also includes other precautions.
This part of the warning is printed twice
in all caps and set off in separate boxes
for additional emphasis.
“ FATALITIES ASSOCIATED
WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF
FANSIDAR HAVE OCCURRED

One reaction happened to afriend
of this writer who had not realized that
fansidar must be stopped if a skin rash occurs
and almost died as a result.
are not only HIV antibody positive but
also show clear evidence of HIV activi
ty, even before symptoms develop.) '
The money is given to each state
based on its number of AIDS patients.
The Burroughs-Wellcome AZT Infor
mation Hotline, (800) 843-9388, may
know whom to contact in your state.
In San Francisco, the Health Depart
ment will issue a press release when

DUE TO SEVERE REACTIONS, IN
CLUDING STEVENS-JOHNSON
SYNDROME AND TOXIC EPI
DERMAL NECROLYSIS. FAN
SIDAR PROPHYLAXIS SHOULD
BE DISCONTINUED AT THE
FIRST APPEARANCE OF SKIN
RASH, IF A SIGNIFICANT REDUC
TION IN THE COUNT OF ANY
FORMED BLOOD ELEMENTS IS

NOTED, OR UPON THE OCCUR
RENCE OF ACTIVE BACTERIAL
OR FUNGAL INFECTIONS."
Persons with AIDS or ARC may be
more likely to have these reactions than
other people. (Fansidar is usually used
as a preventive for malaria.)
Use of this drug may be justified in
some cases. But patients should make
sure to get the warnings from their
physicians — or look them up them
selves in the Physician’s Desk
Reference, usually available in public
libraries.
Fansidar seems to be used infre
quently in San Francisco — probably
because aerosol pentamidine pro
phylaxis is more available here.

Important
Articles from
Project Inform
The October 1987 issue of P I
Perspectives, the newsletter of Project
Inform, has two articles which are prov
ing influential.
"Evaluating New Treatment Alter
natives" urges a cautious approach to
proposed treatments. It provides check
lists of questions for rationally
evaluating the available evidence of ef
ficacy when there isn’t full scientific
proof. No available drug, mainstream
or alternative, gets a perfect score. The
point is not to reject them all, but rather
to weigh the evidence properly.
“False Hope: Smoke and Mirrors
from the FDA" reviews the new rules
approved by the FDA in June of this
year, rules supposed to provide easier
access to experimental treatments which
were safe and probably effective
although they had not yet achieved full
mass-market approval. The article
analyzes why these rules have failed to

work.
A section titled “Questions for the
FDA” caused annoyance at that agen
cy, as reporters from around the coun
try have found that the FDA is indeed
unable to answer eight simple questions
which Project Inform suggested. Some
of the questions are:
• What is the procedure by which a
physician may apply to receive an ex
perimental drug for a life-threatened
AIDS or ARC patient? Where can we
get the forms?
• Are there any drugs for AIDS or
ARC, immunomodulators or antivirals, that the FDA feels would cur
rently be eligible for release under the
new regulations?
• What criteria will be used to deter
mine the effectiveness of a drug so that
it can be released under the new regula
tions? Where are those criteria spelled
out?
• What, if any, role is there for the
private physician under the new regula
tions?
To obtain the October issue of P I
Perspectives and to get on the mailing
list for future issues, call Project In
form. (800) 822-7422 US outside of
California, (800) 334-7422 in Califor
nia, or,(4l5) 928-0293 from anywhere.

Columbia
Symposium
Tapes, Transcript
Available
Tapes and transcripts are now
available from the Columbia Gay
Health Advocacy Project panel on
treatments for antibody-positive per
sons, which took place on November
17. The panel included nine medical
C o n tin u e d o n n e x t p a g e

P O S IT IV E A N T IB O D Y
SUPPORT GROUP
fo r G a y a n d B is e x u a l M e n
An opportunity to share and discuss
H ealth M aintenance and Em otional Issues
relating to positive A IDS antibody test results.
Jo in others who have the sam e concerns.
Facilitators: BILL FOLK, MFCC/STEVEN ABBOTT, MA
CALL (4 1 5 ) 6 2 1 - 5 4 1 3

NEW
TEST
IMMUNE
SYSTEM

398-0555

________

I he Functional Im m une Assay
(F.I.A.) utilizes a breakthrough
Medical Technology. The F .I.A .
is im p ortant because T-cell
c o u n ts a n d ratios c a n be
n o r m a l even th o u g h y o u r
Im m un e system is failing. The
“F .I.A . test” will let you know
how well your im m u ne system is
functioning it its ability to produce
T-cells a n d fight off disease.
T his test m a y he lp y ou to:
• Provide early detection of
serious Im m un e deficiencies.
• Increase your confidence in
your ability to stay healthy.
• Verify that any corrective
measures you’re taking are
effective.
L ow Cost • Research Proven
N o t an A ID S Test

Ross Medical Center
5 0 0 S u tte r S t. *3 0 0 , S .F ., C A 94109

Wearing the right pants can keep you smiling
W hether y o u are c lim b in g lad d ers or sitting b e h in d a
desk all day, the k no t o f cross seams fo u n d in the crotch
of m ost pa nts can becom e a p a in . C hiP ants solves the
pro ble m w ith a panel of cloth to replace the knot. Y ou
get comfort, freedom of m ovem ent a n d the good looks of
tr a d itio n a lly styled pants. I t m a y so u n d like a sm all
change, b ut, if y o u are like m ost o f o u r customers, after
the first pair you w o n ’t w a n t to w ear a ny thing else. M ore
than 80% o f the pe ople w h o try C hiP ants b u y ChiPants.
M ost o f them e n d u p w ith a closet full. Experience them!

C R l-^ p A T S lT S
3899 24th Street at Sanchez
Mon-Fri 11-7; Sat 10-7; S un 125 641-1565
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HOLISTICS
B o d y w o rk / S p o r ts m a s s a g e
My work is a combination of styles de
signed for each individual client, including
Swedish, Trigger Point, Deep Tissue, and
Sportsmassage (I’m also a competitive
swimmer and runner). Clients come to me
for acute or chronic pain problems (such as
muscle spasms/tightness), as part of their
stress management programs, or just to
feel wonderful! Gift certificates available.
Insurance may apply.
J E F F G IBSO N, C.M .T.

626-7095

Traditional Japanese Massage
& Foot Reflexology
■k Relieves stress, te nsion & to xin s!!
★ Refreshing a nd R elaxing!
★ C e rtifie d In /O u t.
★ 10 am to 10 p m .
★ N on-Scxual.
★ SI. Scale f o r PWAs.
★ $2 5-1 hr., $ 3 5 - 1 W hr. com bo.
★ Easy p a rkin g a nd close to M U N I!

C A L L TODAY - YOU DESERVE IT! Peler Hopkins

AM ERICAN M ASSAGE TH E R APY A S SO C IATIO N M EM BER. $35/hr.

PAST LIFE
REGRESSION THERAPY
Explore your inner self lo develop your greatest
potential, overcome fears, bad habits, sexual
dysfunction and learn self-healing techniques,
improve self-esteem, enhance talents and
psychic abilities through hypnotherapy. Call
864-4426 for Free Consultation
»
THOMAS BAUMAN
Certified Hypnotherapist

A s s s s y E xp erien ce a un iqu e co m b in a tio n of
Swedish, Shiatsu, Deep Tissue and Sports
massage I o ffer 1 'A hrs. massage for $40.
C ertified M assage T he ra pist M em ber,
A m erican M assage Therapy Assoc.

G if t C e r t if ic a t e s A v a ila b le

Albert Wyss

H ave you tested p ositive?
Calm and confidential counseling on
natural im m u ne system enhancem ent
and stress reduction techniques help
you to regain control once again...

3 o n D . U C a ts e r,

T l.T ).

(4 1 5 ) 922-8971

Living Orgasm

It's your natural Jtate. It actually requires work not to have it!
• understand breaths link to physical, emotional
and spiritual ecstasy
• realize your personal power
• complete the past and live In the NOW!
In a sale and loving space. I utilize connected breathing along
with powerful newly developed techniques that awaken your
Unlimited Personal Potential
B E G IN L IV IN G A L L Y O U R D R E A M S R IG H T N O W !
PRACTITIONER
CER TIFIED REBIRTHER

Heal ourselves and others with erotic energy.
Classes in Tantric masturbation and Taoist
erotic massage. Experience prolonged, fullbody orgasms. Call for free brochures (with
pictures). You are also invited to come and
play every Sunday at Group Oil Massage
Class. $12. Arrive between 6:30 and 7 pm.
Call 653-1594.

HELLERW ORK

J IM B AN DELO W
CERTIFIED HELLERWORK PRACTITIONER
(4 15)863-61 13
INSURANCECOVERAGE AVAILABLE
ONE-IIAI.FPRICE INTRODUCTORY SESSION

A N U R T U R IN G

8 6 1 -2 4 2 5

TRADITIONAL
JAPANESE MASSAGE

Reduce stress and tension Unblock your
energychannels and increase productiv
ity AMMA has a history of over one
thousand yeaTs based on the scientific
pnncipals of Acupressure AMMAuses no
messy oils To maximize the effect ol the
massage the depth of pressure is altered
to suit the individual client__________

11i HOUR FOR $30.00 IN OR OUT
MICHAEL WEBER 824-1626
Van R. Ault Psychic Support
Ready for a breakthrough? Psychic Support
employs three methods, separately or com
bined, to nurture you: psychic readings
deliver clear information on how to empower
yourself: the Radiance Technique uses heal
ing energy to balance and re-charge you;
hypnosis re-patterns behavior. Past life
regressions a specialty. I'm a certified hypno
therapist with twelve years experience in the
psychic field. 864.13e2

TOUCH

I am certified in both Shiatsu and Swedish
massage and I integrate both techniques to
provide a feeling of relaxation and well being.
Let's find those areas of stored up stress and
work out the blockages to restore flow and ease
to your daily movement.

$40/90 MINUTES
$35/75 MINUTES
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
KENT THOMAS / 552-2037

DEEP MUSCLE MASSAGE
My sensitivity, superior training, vitality,
strength and experience w ill deliver you a
massage you can feel the positive effects from
for days afterwards. Non-sexual. Swedishstyle. 90 minutes for $35. Outcalls $45. Flexi
ble hours. Call Jim 841-0546.

MASSAGE

EXPERIENCED BODYWORKER

A N U R T U R IN G ,
NON-SEXUAL M ASSAGE
Sw edishfEsalen, S hiatsu
A cupressure

I offer a thorough m a s s a g e c o m 
bining Sw edish, S h iatsu a n d the
A ncient H aw aiian Technique,
know n a s Lom i Lom i practiced in
H aw aii for hundreds of years.
Experience a healing tou ch that
w ill help dissolve negativity and
revive your positive self.
Al M artin 626-2843.
Certified: N.H.I.

$ 3 5 9 0 m itt, S lid in g S c a le
B y A p p o in tm e n t O n ly
621-6698
RICHARD NELSON
Certified Massage Therapist

#1 Chinese herbal system

XSKSi*1

863-0499

C a ll B o b b y E d e lso n

THE DEAR LOVE OF COMRADES
WITH JOSEPH KRAMER

:

—

Is ASTRA-8 “
ASTRA 8 is a whole system combination of
herbs which are superfoods nourishing the
"fundamental energy of the body.” ASTRA 8
is designed to nutritionally support your, body's
defense system and assist the body's capacity
for optimum health. ASTRA 8 and other Chin
ese Traditional Formulas are not yet in all
nutrition centers, therefore call 1-800-233-9355
for one near you, or write to Health Concerns,
2318 Second Ave.. Seattle, WA 98121.
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SUPER CENTERING
BODYWORK
CERTIFIED MASSAGE
THERAPIST

JIM KERLEY
564-7796

ONGUARD

C o n tin u e d fro m p rev io u s p a g e

doctors experienced in treating AIDS
and two other persons (including this
writer).
This panel could only start on its
main purpose: finding consensus
among knowledgeable physicians about
recommendations for preven’ing the
development of AIDS or ARC by early
treatment of antibody-positive persons,
even before symptoms appear. The
main bottleneck is the reluctance of
physicians to recommend treatments
without final proof of effectiveness —
proof which will take many years to ob
tain because of the slow speed with
which the disease develops. However,
much useful information about
treatments in general did come out of
the meeting.
Tapes and transcripts can be ordered
from the Columbia Gay Health Ad
vocacy Project. Columbia University,
John Jay Hall, New York, NY 10027,
or call (212) 280-2878. The videotape is
$100: audiotape, $25; transcript, $20.
PWAs with problems paying can call
and discuss — or see if the local AIDS
service organization can order this
material.

New Book:

Strategies for
Survival
This book, by three authors in
cluding the two founders of Project In
form, gives workbooklike checklists and
exercises concerning strategies for one’s
own health and for the health of the gay
community. It also has annotated lists
of community services as well as rele
vant books, articles and videotapes.
The authors designed the book not to
tell the reader what to do, but to pro
vide information on ways to assess
one’s situations and make one’s own
choices.
The authors made major efforts to
keep the price down; the book has 310
i/ i" x U" pages and sells retail for
$10.95. It is available in bookstores or
from St. Martin’s Press, New York,
NY.
■
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everything that moves, but neither is it
wise to sublimate and run from doing
what comes naturally.
So with meditation and things of the
spirit. They are extremely helpful and
life enhancing in moderation, but too
much of a good thing can make one
both unhinged and tiresome. So be
reasonable, girlfriend.
To conclude, I defer to the Reverend
Boyd McDonald, who can turn a
phrase better than most. Yesterday
while thumbing through one of his
many inspirational volumes, I came
across a picture of a stud who was
somethin’ scrumptious. Under the pic
tures are words to live by: “ I am not
just a beautiful human being. I am also
a piece of meat.’’
Amen, Reverend. And have a nice
day.
■
Doyou have a personalgrowth story to
relate, spiritual insights or self-healing
strategies to share?Personal Best is an
openforum for writing on these topics,
and we especially encourage personal
essays that are unusual, controversial
or constructively critical. Preferred
length is six pages, typed, double
spaced; submissions are due the Fri
day before the next week'spublication,
and a self-addressedstamped envelope
must be enclosed. Forfurther informa
tion, a set o f writer’s guidelines, or to
submit your essay, contact Van Ault,
Holistics Editor, SF Sentinel, 500
Hayes St., San Francisco, CA 94102,
864-1362.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

. . . tell them you saw it in the
S entine l!

The L egacy o f
J a m e s B a ld w in
bv Lawrence Reli

You’ve got to be truthful about
the life you have. Otherwise,
there’s no possibility of
achieving the life you want.
— Another Country

hey’re trying to build a closet around
him.
James Baldwin, a raging lion of gay
literature, fought his entire life against op
pression and deceit and bigotry. Now he is
being sanitized — denied his individual
identity — in death.
Baldwin ranks with the 20th century’s
greatest gay authors, sometimes even sur
passing Tennessee W illiams, Truman
Capote and Gore Vidal in terms o f the
clarity and honesty with which Baldwin
presents the gay experience. But you’d
never know that from reading his obitu
ary, the accounts o f his funeral service or
the eulogies that blossomed in the wake of
his passing.
The New York Times noted briefly that
Baldwin touched on “ homosexuality” in
his novels. (The Times only recently began
to use the word “ gay,” just as for years it
shrank from using “ black.” ) But Times
reporter Lee Daniels, a black man him 
self, failed to mention that Baldwin is sur
vived by a long-term male partner. Or
even that Baldwin was himself openly
gay.
In services at New Y ork’s Cathedral
Church o f St. John the Divine, more than
a dozen speakers failed to note this central
fact o f Baldwin’s painful pilgrimage, nor
was his lover acknowledged.
One should scarcely be surprised.
Outraged, yes. Surprised, no. O f that
famous literary quartet whose notoriety

T

predates the “ liberation” era, Williams
and Capote are dead, and Vidal is failing.
When Tennessee and Truman died, only
the excesses o f their lives prevented their
gayness from being w hitew ashed,
obliterated.
Baldwin, though, lived his 63 years as
the very public and very prickly con
science o f the black civil rights movement,
but otherwise was very private and in
tensely personal. There was no pussyfoot
ing about sexual orientation in his novels,
but it was not a topic that he either invited

o f the book, Baldwin describes the in
fluence on John o f hero-figure Elisha, an
already “ saved” 18-year-old minister
(“ so much bigger and stronger and as a
wrestler so much more skilled” ); the book
closes with Elisha bestowing a “ holy kiss”
on John’s forehead, and John, newly
mantled by theAsunrise, declaring, “ I ’m
ready, I ’m coming. I ’m on my way.”
Baldwin indeed was on his way with Go
Tell It on the M ountain, as author and as
emerging gay witness. The novel’s success
enabled him to follow up with a powerful

If Baldwin’s achievement was so great in
illuminating both the black experience and the
gay experience, why is he so little known to
gays, and so gingerly handled by blacks?
or discussed in public interviews. Similar
ly, the leaders o f the literary establishment
have been co-conspirators down through
the years in the silence on Baldwin’s sex
uality, and they remain so today.
Ironically, Baldwin first cracked open
the door o f his own closet with G o Tell It
on the M ountain, hinting that the bornagain religious ecstasy o f 14-year-old
John Grimes (Baldwin’s alter ego) may
owe as much to a fixation o f the flesh as to
a fervor o f the spirit. In the opening pages

collection o f essays on the black experi
ence in America, Notes o f a Native Son
(1955). No one doubts that his racial back
ground was a great wellspring for Bald
win’s literary efforts. But it is ludicrous
that the equal influence o f Baldwin’s sex
ual orientation has been ignored.
If Baldwin hinted at that sexuality in his
first novel, he burst the jambs in his sec
ond, G iovanni’s Room (1956). Having
won critical acclaim and a reading audi
ence with the early books (published by

Alfred A . K nopf and Beacon, respective
ly), Baldwin moved over to Dial Press,
which remained his publisher most o f the
rest o f his career.
Were it not for Dial’s fever to capitalize
as quickly as possible on the Baldwin
boom, G iovanni’s Room , with its blatant
ly gay eroticism and positive regard for
same-sex relationships, might never have
seen print. It was, after all, the middle of
the Eisenhower Administration, more
than a dozen years before Stonewall —
not a promising time for a sympathetic
gay novel. Vidal broke ground almost ten
years earlier with The C ity and the Pillar,
but that was hardly an immediately
popular (that is to say, financial) success
— though it was destined to become an
underground classic.
G iovanni’s Room sank like a stone *
when first released. It was not Baldwin at
his best, but it was brave and true and in
spiring. It too became a cult success, rare
ly out of print, selling modestly but
regularly as gays continued to rediscover it
year after year. Initially though, it seemed
like a mistake and an embarrassment, ac
cording to Dial editor Jim Fitzgerald (now
with Doubleday).
Dial had its professional pride and
judgment at stake, or Baldwin might have
been a brief flare in the black night. Five
years elapsed, but his publisher ultimately
brought forth N obody Knows M y Name
C o n tin u e d o n p a g e 22
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t is intermission. The house lights go up in San
Francisco’s Civic Auditorium and a man
riding a small tractor begins sweeping the ice. Two other
men follow on foot with large white plastic buckets con
taining ice shavings. They fill holes made by the skates,
packing the ice down tightly with the soles of their boots.
As the tractor approaches my seat on the edge o f the rink,
Ifirst notice the young driver’s blue cotton overalls,
then I recognize his face with its thick layer o f pancake
makeup. A member of the Ice Capades chorus is
doing double duty.

by Robert Julian
The evening’s theme is “ The Best of
Times” and the opening song is from La
Cage A ux Folles. When the number is
over, the lights go out and dozens of attractive young skaters from the production number move in darkness toward the
edge of the rink, forming two lines and
silently disappearing behind the curtain,
A ll I can think about is what it must be like
in the dressing rooms.
Later, in the Land o f Grundo, a giant
bear named Teddy Rixpin leads a sweet
young girl through the woods as lots o f
colorful Grundo creatures emerge. Little
ice-boats, pushed by skaters, carry
children from the audience through the
Mushroom Forest and return them just
before the villain is vanquished and justice
is fulfilled. A taped chorus sings “ Believe
in Yourself” and a voice-over explains
that “ the magic is confidence. I f you really believe you can do something, you can
do it .” The photographer remarks,
“ Does anyone buy this stuff anymore?
Even the little kids don’t believe it.”
Jane Torvil and Christopher Dean,
Olympic gold medalists, are followed by a
big production number with a Nubian
Firebird, a Prince, a Princess, and two
dozen white doves that fly upstage and
perch on top o f a mythical castle. It is Las
Vegas on skates, complete with vendors
selling cotton candy, snow cones, pen
nants and flashlight swords throughout
the intermission. During the final curtain
call, two o f the featured skaters, only few
feet away from me, can be heard com
plaining about the size o f the audience.
It has all been so beautiful — and so
cold. There is the sterility o f the house, the
requisite field o f ice and the silence o f the
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skates, but there is also something else.
The smiles o f the chorus contain a dis
tracted insincerity that belies a preoccupa
tion with other things, and the stars o f the
show seem, more than anything else, re
signed to their fate. As headliners in the
Ice Capades, they will travel around the
country as long as they can keep their
balance, or until the next Olympics turns
out new gold medalists, making Torvil
and Dean yesterday’s news.
But the real chill is in the faces of the
children. They are bored. It’s not that
they’re unhappy, it’s just that nothing
magic is happening for them here; they
would rather be somewhere else. When
doves fly overhead or flaming
torches glide across the ice, they
are momentarily amused, but a
sense o f wonder is absent in even
the youngest. Almost everyone
intuitively senses the situation,
but neither the audience nor the
performers are willing to accept
responsibility for it.
As a culture, we seem caught
up in being where we are not.
When we aren’t worrying about
where we have to go, or how
we’re going to get there, we’re
looking back at where we’ve
been. It takes increasingly
greater expenditures o f time and
money to attract or, more appro
priately, distract our attention.
We can “ be here now,” but
there’d better be a good reason.
Even children become hard to
please at an early age. Where
“ Pirates of the Caribbean” was
once entrancing, “ Space M oun
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tain” and the 15-million-dollar “ C ap
tain E-O” are already approaching obso
lescence. By c o m m o n co nsent, a
beautiful form, floating gracefully on ice
is now insufficient distraction.
The Ice Capades are expensively pro
duced and lavishly costumed but, like
baseball and the circus, they have fallen
victim to the fast-paced pseudo-sophisti
cation of life in the eighties. There is no
joy in Mudville tonight. O n both sides of
the ice, we are bored with it all, moving
about in a perpetual state o f aggravated
ennui, daring someone or something to
penetrate our facade while subconscious
ly denying access to any and all.

In conversation we listen with one ear
while our mind, and eye, drift to a stray
thought or passing stranger. As a result,
conversations start and stop, jerking back
and forth without continuity, until they
finally grind to a halt and unravel with the
utterance o f a meaningless seasonal plati
tude like, “ It’s good to see you. We must
get together before the holidays. Call
me.” The situation is not endemic, but
epidemic.
I f we take no pleasure in the moment, it
must be to a great extent due to our will
ingness to concentrate long enough to
recognize the simple perfection o f
nature’s order or the enduring beauty of a

tr -

friend’s smile. A t this time o f year we cut
down a healthy tree, load it with tinsel and
twinkling lights, and pile at its base a
variety o f colorfuly wrapped distractions
that we use to evaluate our present (or ab
sent) success and happiness. They will
serve us in different ways, for varying
amounts o f time. But none of them will
permanently fill in the blanks because the
answer to our dilemma will not be found
outside ourselves.
As I leave Civic Auditorium I rush past
the vendors and souvenier stands, hurry
ing toward the car, thinking only of my
next destination. My attention is suddenly
drawn to a two-year-old girl standing in
the lobby beside her father. She is dressed
in a little flared skirt and Buster Brown
shoes, with a heavy overcoat and mittens
dangling from elastic bands clipped to her
sleeves. Oblivious to the crowd, the show,
the souvenirs and her father, she screams
fury at the top of her lungs as rivulets of
tears roll down her face and empty onto
her overcoat. She entertains no thoughts
o f any life, time or place beyond the ex
cruciating misery she is now confronting.
I stand frozen in place for a few seconds
while sympathy is replaced by under
standing. W ith a broad smile, I push open
the lobby door and step out into the cold
night air. Still smiling, I pass a half-dozen
Peterbilt trucks parked outside the audi
torium, impatiently waiting to be loaded
with props and scenery so the show can
move to its next stop. As the damp chill of
the winter evening penetrates my sweater,
my smile turns to laughter.
■

San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987

21

~r

J a m e s B a l d w in
C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 19

(1961), another collection o f provocative
essays daring to challenge the complacent
white majority on its treatment o f blacks.
Baldwin was once again bankable.
Baldwin’s first three books were writ
ten in France, where he had “ fled” in
1948, enraged by the blatant racism he
lived with daily in Harlem. Early writing
in The Partisan Review and other “ little”
magazines had already established Bald
win’s promise, and he used a small pub
lisher’s advance to make good his
“ escape.” It was no accident that he land
ed in Paris, though he occasionally re
marked that he could have ended up any
where. In 1948, with Vidal’s book fresh

t is likely that G iovanni’s Room was in
manuscript before Notes o f a Native
Son, and that Baldwin intended the sec
ond novel to follow immediately on the
heels o f the first. The feisty author made
no bones about the fact that he considered
himself primarily a novelist. But just as
Notes may have made possible the pub
lishing o f G iovanni’s Room , it is likely
that N obody Knows M y Name, written
for the most part back in America late in
the ’50s, paved the way for publication of
Baldwin’s third novel and greatest finan
cial success, A nother C ountry (1962).
Bombshell. Baldwin now had a reputa
tion as a rabble-rousing black radical (the
irony o f this label became rapidly ap
parent as the tumultous ’60s raced for
ward), and had written a “ big” book in
which scarcely any o f the male characters
did not either openly concede a gay orien-

I

Were it not for Dial’s fever to capitalize as
quickly as possible on the Baldwin boom,
Giovanni’s Room, with its blatant gay eroticism
and positive regard for same-sex relationships,
might never have seen print.

"M iraculous... violent
...b e a u ty ... dignity"

s JAMES
BALDWIN

GIOVANNI'S
ROOM
by the author of Anothtr Country
and The Fire Next Time

i!
The book soared to a hardcover sale of
over half a million and confirmed in the
minds o f then-ascendent liberals that
Baldwin was the legitimate spokesman for
blacks. He was briefly a bridge between
societies that were rapidly moving apart
and a herald o f racial troubles to come.
Neither Baldwin nor black movement
leaders were comfortable with this elec
tion thrust on him by white society. Bald
win himself disclaimed the role o f either
leader or spokesman — others for whom
he had high respect were better qualified,
he believed. He considered his job to be
“ witnessing to the truth,” and keeping
both sides honest.

realizing it, the Great Black H ope o f the
Great W hite Father.
—
No Name in the Stre
n o th e r C o u n try was follow ed
promptly by The Fire Next Time
(1963), a polemic which set the tone for
the entire civil rights movement o f the next
decade, a decade which also saw the
rapid-fire publication o f ten more Bald
win volumes. Two plays (Bluesfo r M ister
Charlie and The Am en Corner) and the
Malcolm X screenplay (no competition
for Tennessee Williams; Baldwin was on
ly adequate as a playwright), a volume of
short stories (G oing to Meet the M ari);
another collection o f essays (N o Name in
the Street), three collaborations (with
Richard Avedon, Margaret Mead and
Nikki Giovanni) and two more novels.
Most o f these had only modest success;
many critics wondered if Baldwin had
burned up his talent in politics. The novels
were quite readable, but disappointing in
their lack o f punch. Nor did they have sig
nificant gay themes; had he gone too far
afield from his own experience in Tell Me
Flow Long the T rain’s Been Gone and I f
Beale Street C ould Talk? Was he trying
merely to remain a best-selling popular
author?
Baldwin’s success continued to go
downhill with the ’70s, and he became less
and less visible. During a decade o f racial
unrest, he had truly been a citizen o f the
world — his base might have been in
France, but he traveled constantly and
wrote wherever he found himself: San
Francisco, London, Seattle, Rome, O ak
land, Hamburg, Beverly Hills, Istanbul,
Memphis. As success dwindled, he retired
more and more to his modest home in St.
Paul de Vence in the south o f France and

“America didn Vrealize that Another Country
was first and foremost about love and loving, ”
Baldwin explained 15 years later,
“irrespective of gender or race. ”

on the scene, Baldwin was acutely aware
o f his sexual limbo as well as his racial dis
advantages.
But in Paris, gay apologist Andre Gide
had just won the Nobel Prize, and the re
cent works o f Jean Genet (O ur Lady o f
the Flowers, Funeral Rites, Querelle o f
Brest and M iracle o f the Rose) were still
sensations, and their author a cause
celebre, just reprieved from “ preventive
life detention” in prison as a habitual
criminal, through the intercession of
France’s literary establishment. Paris
must have seemed very liberated.
People do not take the relations between
boys seriously, you know that. We w ill
never know m any people who believe we
love each other. They do not believe
there can be tears between men. They
think we are only playing a game and
that we do it so shock them.
— Another Country

tation, or experiment with male-male sex,
or wonder aloud — sympathetically —
about the gay experience.
It was not all moonlight and roses;
Baldwin was too honest a writer. Another
Country perhaps reveals more o f the
naked pain o f relationships than any other
modern novel. It explores the coming to
terms o f both whites and blacks who knew
Rufus, the central character who dies
within the first 90 pages. And if sex were
to sensationalize the m arketing o f
A nother Country, i{ was the affair be
tween Rufus’ sister Ida and his white
friend Vivaldo which would do it. In 1962,
same-sex relationships were mostly invisi
ble, but an interracial affair was truly
shocking.
“ America didn’t realize that A nother
Country was first and foremost about
love and loving,” Baldwin explained 15
years later, “ irrespective o f gender or
race.”
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His unflinching critical stance toward
both camps did not endear him to the likes
o f Eldridge Cleaver, Rap Brown/Stokely
Carmichael and Malcolm X , the most
radical black movement leaders o f the
time. Nor did his involvement with and
acceptance by the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, Martin Luther
King’s nonviolent marching army. Yet
Baldwin found good to say about most of
them; he especially admired the early
Black Panther Party movement, Bobby
Seale in particular. (He also had great
respect for both King and Malcolm X,
two leaders who were poles apart in
philosophy, strategy and style.)
Baldwin was temporarily in residence in
Hollywood, working on an ill-fated,
never-to-be-produced filmscript o f the
life o f the slain Malcolm X , when King
was assassinated; ironically, Baldwin was
engaged in writing a biography o f King
when he himself died. Two o f King’s en
tourage who knew Baldwin in those days
were Andrew Young, now mayor of
Atlanta, and Jesse Jackson, past and
future aspirant for the presidency.
In response to recent inquiries, Young
stated, “ Baldwin’s work represents some
o f the best literature produced in our time.
He will be sorely missed by all those who
benefited from his insights on modem
society.” Pressed about Baldwin’s ex
perience as both gay and black, Young’s
press secretary, Nehl Horton, said Young
would not wish to comment in that area.
Jackson was more forthcoming, but
very careful in the statement he released
through his Chicago headquarters.
“ Baldwin was honest and courageous,”
Jackson said, “ and Dr. King had great
respect for him. Jimmy and I did not
always see eye to eye, but he was an impor
tant window on what it meant in America
— and still means — to try to live, to sur
vive as a persecuted minority when the
majority is blind, indifferent or une
quivocally your mortal enemy.”
I was considered an “integrationist ” —
this was never quite m y own idea o f
m yself.. . . I was, w ithout entirely

there produced what is probably his last
hurrah.
Just Above M y H ead (1979) took him
back to the gay sensibility that so effec
tively limned his earlier successful fiction.
His most ambitious novel, it follows a
Robeson-like black singer, world-famous
for his rich and powerful voice and in de
mand for his liberal and humane politics.
Arthur Montana is also gay — not

blatantly, but more and more openly as
the time o f the story advances through the
’40s, ’50s and ’60s.
Baldwin reached his peak o f sensitivity
in delineating the terrible insecurities,
fears, needs and passions that bind all
human relationships — family as well as
friends and lovers. If Go Tell It on the
M o u n ta in exposed the ho rror o f
Baldwin’s real-life family background,
Just Above M y H ead may tell o f family
love and loyalties as he wishes they could
have been — or perhaps as they came to be
for him. The oldest of nine children,
Baldwin found a special closeness with
C o n tin u e d on p a g e 30

Tomlin Does Wagner at the Curran

Art or Soup?
i in Process

n 1985, Lily Tomlin performed at The Great
American Music Hall in a show called
; by the end of that year a revised
version of the same show opened on Broadway
as
Three years, many awards and
hundreds of performances later,
opens in
San Francisco — more mature and professional
than the earlier
but a little short on
personality.

Works

The Search for Signs o f Intelligent Life in the
Universe.
Search
Works,

When you consider that Lily
Tomlin is alone on stage for two
and a half hours, playing twelve
distinctly different individuals, it
may seem hard to imagine how
Search could be short on per
sonality. But Tom lin and au 
thor/director Jane Wagner
worked out the material on the
road for almost two years, then
played Broadway for a year and
Los Angeles for eight months
before opening at the Curran.
The resulting show is a technical
marvel with one o f the best
scripts in years, but the process
o f refining the play has created a
production that is, amazing as
this may sound, both brilliant
and boring.
The most endearing character
o f the piece is Trudy, the bag
lady. She pushes a shopping cart,
wears panty hose rolled down to
her ankles, and uses an umbrella
hat as a receiver to tune in in
te rplane tary thoughtw aves.
Search opens with Trudy show
ing a group o f aliens around
earth, trying to explain some
basic facts o f human existence
for the extraterrestrials; like ex
plaining the difference between
Campbell’s tomato soup and
A ndy W arhol’s replica o f the
same. She wants to share life’s
peak experiences with them but
the frequency modulation o f her
umbrella hat gets repeatedly
jolted, and the audience meets a
variety o f other characters as a
result.
Agnus Angst is a 15-year-old
Greenwood, Indiana, rebel in
chains and black leather, whose
antics confound her grandpar
ents, Lud and Marie. Kate is a
bored-with-it-all housew ife,
Chrissy is an airhead aerobics
bunny, and Brandy and Tina are
two 46th Street hookers. We
meet all o f these characters, and
others, in a succession o f vi
gnettes that may seem unrelated,
but are actually interwoven in an
incredibly skillful way by Jane
Wagner’s literate and amusing
script. Their lives intersect in lit
tle moments that subtly illustrate
the commonality o f hum an ex
perience, suggesting a unity o f
spirit as the basis o f life in this, or
any universe.
A lth o u g h it is delicately
presented, the metaphysical con
tent o f the play is impossible to
ignore. But regardless o f your
beliefs about God and spirit,
Search is so full o f pithy observa
tions about life and hysterically
funny one-liners, you could
laugh yourself right into en
lightenment. I ’m particularly
fond o f a conversation between
the hookers where Tina claims to
be a good listener. “ That’s the
first thing you learn after fellatio
— how to listen. ” I can’t imagine

The genius and her jester: Jane Wagner
(above) is the author and director of The
Search fo r Signs o f Intelligent L ife in the
Universe, starring Lily Tomlin.
any prostitute disputing the ab
solute truth o f that statement.
T o m lin ’s characterizations
are wonderfully executed and
clearly defined without the aid of
props or different costumes.
A nn Roth has designed pants,
shoes and a blouse Tomlin wears
for both acts o f the play. The
outfit, in muted greens and
purples, is a perfect utilitarian
compliment for portraying a
variety o f male and female
characters. Neil Peter Jampolis’
set design employs two basic
chairs and a small flight o f stairs
on an empty stage. But his light
ing plot contains a multitude of
effects which add depth and
drama to the action. Flashpots
explode on cue, a universe of

Search is so full of pithy
observations about life, and
hysterically funny oneliners, you could laugh
yourself right into
enlightenment.

stars appear upstage on the
backdrop, and blackouts come
and go, assisting Tomlin with her
transitions from scene to scene.
But it is Debby Van Poucke’s
meticulous sound design that is
the Achilles’ heel o f Search.
Lily Tomlin’s performances
have always been characterized
by her incredible gift for comedy
and an amazing ability to give
life to characters with minimal
technical assistance. Back in
1985 with W orks in Process,
Tomlin was experimenting with
these same characters and situa
tions in an informal and relative
ly unstructured setting. Some of
the transitions were fuzzy and
the m aterial was less fully
developed, but you actually got a

glimpse o f the creative process at
work. The show was a living
piece o f theatre where the actress
would try new things, breaking
in and out o f character in a
relatively unpredictable fashion.
It was exciting.
B ut S earch arrives w ith
Tomlin wearing a body-mike
and accompanied by a full com
plement o f complex sound cues
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that are quite dazzling. There are
musical interludes as well as the
sounds o f rain, thunder, tele
phones and matches. O n stage,
Tomlin silently mimes a host o f
movements, ail illustrated by
Poucke’s amplified sound track.
U n fo r tu n a te ly , the so u n d
restricts Tomlin’s performance.
Each gesture has been careful
ly rehearsed and synchronized
with its corresponding sound ef
fect. The timing is perfect and
the aural effect always appears at
precisely the right second.
Although the sound does clarify
the action, it also forces Tomlin
. to repeat herself in an identical
fashion each night. This process
is the antithesis o f spontaneity
and its cumulative effect is more
negative than positive. Every
thing has become a little too
“ set.”
The premeditated nature o f
this one-woman show is also not
assisted by its running time. An
eight o’clock curtain lets the au
dience out o f the theatre at eleven
pm . Even with material this bril
liant and a performer as talented
as Tomlin, that’s a lot to ask of
an audience.
Jane Wagner’s script for The
Search fo r Signs o f Intelligent
L ife in the Universe is now
available in paperback, with il
lustrations, for $7.95. Those of
you who want to savor her dia
logue or who can’t afford the
price o f a seat at the Curran, may
want to consider owning the
book. Your absence will certain
ly not diminish the overwhelm
ing popular success o f this cur
rent engagement.
W ith the money you save, you
can take yourself and a friend to
see B ig Business, Tomlin’s new
film with Bette Midler which is
due to be released next year, and
even buy some popcorn and a
soda. Although the upcoming
film took several months to
shoot, the spontaneity quotient
o f the evening should be signifi
cantly higher than what you will
experience at the Curran.
■
The Search for Signs o f In 
telligent Life in the Universe con
tinues Tuesdays through Sun
days at the Curran Theatre, 445
Geary S t., u n til February 21.
Tickets are available at the box
office, a ll Ticketron outlets and
m ajor agencies. To charge by
phone, call 243-9001.

A il intimate
j» iifsthou.se. located on a
quiet tree-lined struct
in the heart of the
Castro. Near numerous
jjuv bars, restaurants
and public transportation.
■
2 1 1le nrv Street
San Framisto
( ll’»)
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A Woman’s Mind
Lesbian Psychologies: Explorations and Challenges
edited by the Boston Lesbian Psychologies Collective.
University o f Illinois Press, Urban a and Chicago, 1987
375 pp., paper, $12.95.

O

ne day during the difficult time when I was
coming out, my friend, Linda, advised,
“ Don’t let them own the definitions of
‘lesbian.’ ” I knew exactly who she meant: Some
vocal members of the women’s community
made it clear who they thought the ‘real les
bians’ were — certain courageous individuals
who lived in women-only enclaves, had monoga*mous, perfectly egalitarian relationships, ate on
ly vegetarian food, and devoted themselves
round-the-clock to working for the overthrow of
the patriarchy. Unfortunately, perhaps, I didn’t
completely fit the bill.
That’s one o f the reasons why
the recently released Lesbian
Psychologies is such a welcome
publication. N ot because it
doesn’t talk about the overthrow
o f the partriarchy (it does, a bit)
but because it promotes diversity

troduction. “ Indeed we have
chosen to use the plural form,
‘Lesbian Psychologies,’ in the ti
de o f this book to emphasize the
diversity o f the ways o f being a
healthy lesbian.” It’s about
time.

Nichols writes: “I think that many
lesbians are threatened [by
bisexuality] because they are afraid
that they, too, may need to reopen
the issue o f their choice o f partners. ”

in a way not often seen in the les
bian community in the late ’70s
and early ’80s.
“ There is no single lesbian
identity, nor is there a single les
bian identity development,” the
book’s authors write in the in-

This long-overdue recognition
o f lesbian diversity is not the only
reason to celebrate the ap
pearance o f this book, which
comprises 20 essays on topics
that include bisexuality, alco
holism, incest, motherhood, eat-

L e s b ia n
P s y c h o lo g ie s

Edited by
the Boston Lesbian Psychologies Collective

ing disorders, sexuality and sex
therapy.
It is also the first volume I ’ve
seen with a psychological per
spective that focuses exclusively
on lesbians and does not con
sider lesbianism to be pathologi
cal. When the authors, members
o f the Boston Lesbian Psycho
logies Collective, write in their
introduction that they are filling
an important need because this
type o f literature is scant, they
aren’t just idly patting them
selves on their collective backs.
They are right.
I know this because I probably
have one o f the more academ-
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ically oriented coming-out
stories around: I was in grad
school studying clinical psycho
logy when I had my first
romance with another woman,
and I plunged into researching a
paper on “ lesbian identity for
m ation.” I read a considerable
amount on the subject (though I
never wrote the paper).
Among the handful o f journal
articles and chapters in books
that focused on gay men, I found
very little that reflected my own
experience and that o f the les
bians I knew. A nd this is why I
was pleased with the opening
essay in this collection, Carla
Golden’s “ Diversity and Varia
bility in W omen’s Sexual Identi
ties.” There is a wide range of
how women experience their sex
ual identity, she writes; some feel
it is fluid and changeable (“ Then
I was heterosexual and now I ’m a
lesbian” ), but for others, it is
essential and fixed (“ I ’m a bom
lesbian” ). Although her evi-

with women rather than men for
reasons that are part emotional
and part political, while at the
same time we believe that we
were always lesbians. It is un
comfortable for us to realize that
w h a t is ch o s e n c an be
unchosen.”
Nichols, clearly, does not shy
away from controversy. In this
article (she has another on sex
therapy) she argues “ we cannot
simply reject physical attrac
tiveness and our response to
physical beauty as somehow
politically incorrect.” She also
tries -to account for what
researchers report is a dramatic
decline in the frequency of sex
for lesbian couples after a two- to
four-year period.
While I don’t always agree
with her — for instance, she
speculates that lesbianism may
reflect an unconscious decision
made at an early age to rebel
against gender roles, and I ’m
dubious about that — she ad
dresses some o f the most crucial
issues facing the lesbian com
munity. I do agree with her con
clusion:
“ This is the time for lesbians
to explore our passion and the
paths down which our sexual
desire leads us, and to do this ex
ploration without judgment ex
cept when absolutely neces
sary. . . . Now is the time to af
firm that anything that lesbians
do sexually really is lesbian sex
uality, to affirm all our sexuality
as politically correct sex.”
Other thought-provoking ar
ticles are Sarah F. Pearlman’s
“ The Saga o f Continuing Class
in Lesbian Community, or W ill
an Army o f Ex-Lovers Fail?”
and Francine Lea Rainone’s
“ Beyond Community: Politics
and S pirituality.” Pearlman
discusses the sociopolitical,
historical and psychological
roots o f conflict in the lesbian
community, while Rainone takes
issue with the idea o f community
building as desirable. Rainone
calls instead for the development
o f a “ communal spirit” through
sp iritu al practices such as
meditation.
As in any anthology, not all
the articles reach the same stan
dard. I was particularly disap
pointed by Buffy Dunker’s arti
cle on aging lesbians, which I
found to be awash in cliches:
“ For lesbians, prejudice and

This long-overdue recognition
of lesbian diversity comprises 20
essays on topics that include
bisexuality, and sex therapy.
dence is anecdotal and based on
a small survey (95 students at a
women’s college), it rings true to
me.
Golden’s article has some
elements in common with Rebec
ca Shuster’s “ Sexuality as a C on
tinuum: The Bisexual Identity.”
While Golden writes about the
fluidity o f sexual identity for
some women, Shuster argues,
among other points, that bisex
uality is threatening because it
reopens the issue o f sexual
choice. This theme is again
picked up in Margaret Nichols’
“ Lesbian Sexuality: Issues and
Developing Theory.” Nichols
writes: “ I think that many les
bians are threatened [by bisex
uality] because they are afraid
that they, too, may need to
reopen the issue o f their choice of
partners.
“ The issue o f choice is a sen
sitive one for lesbian feminists.
Many o f us would like to believe,
on one hand, that we chose to be

harassment are com m on, so
we’ve had to develop a degree o f
solid, stubborn self-confidence.”
Also, Sally Crawford, writing on
lesbian families, belabors the ob
vious: “ When there is some dif
ferential between the partners’
levels o f interest in embarking on
[a] new phase o f family life, it
must be discussed.”
But this book is meant to be a
beginning, not an end. And as
that, it is successful. Other in
dividuals will undoubtedly re
spond to its more controversial
points, and that debate will ex
pand our knowledge o f ourselves
and awaken us to new possibili
ties. This is a book that is o f value
not only to clinicians, but for all
who are interested in the future
o f the lesbian community.
■
Deborah Bergman is an editor at
the San Francisco Chronicle and
m other o f an eight-year-old
daughter.
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Computers and New Music

Suffering Vertigo
omputer music, featured last week in a
festival by the San Francisco Symphony’s
New and Unusual Music series, is a kind of
litmus test for the sensibilities of art in the last
half of the twentieth century. Before jumping
into a discussion of the music presented, let’s
look at the broader historical implications
behind this new sound source.

C

The road to computer music
begins in the break between the
myth o f the artist-as-craftsman
that prevailed in European socie
ty up to the end o f the 18th cen
tury and the myth o f the artistas-genius that came into vogue
with 19th-century Romanticism.
The latter outlook prized the ar
tist who could shock his au
dience, who could lead us to ever
newer vistas and ever richer
sounds. It, o f course, led to one
o f the most fertile periods in the
history o f the music.
The apex o f the old system
might be said to have come on
that night in Paris in 1778 when a
C oncerts S pirtuels audience,
tickled by a particularly in
genious transition in Mozart’s
new symphony (K. 297), burst
into spontaneous applause. The
listeners h a d im m e d ia te ly
recognized the art that the com
poser put into the passage, partly
because they understood all of
the ground rules under which he
was working. Mozart in his letter

composers who had despaired of
the general audience and offered
them a haven in which they could
work out their more advanced
ideas. M any o f these new ideas
involved relegating to the com
puter some o f their composi
tional decisions. This put the
music at still once more removed
from the audience’s comprehen
sion.
This history leads directly to
the psychology that produced
Roger Reynolds’ S ym phony
[Vertigo], played by the San
Francisco Symphony last week
in its subscription concerts. As
the program note Reynolds con
tributed makes clear, in this piece
the composer was consciously
breaking u p the elements o f his
music and recombining so as to
create disorientation in the
listener.
The composer began his note
to the Sym phony [Vertigo] with
a s e lf- c o n s c io u s ly , selfcongratulatory quotation from
M ilan K undera’s novel The

What I did come away with from
Reynolds' music was a feeling that
the orchestra is still light-years ahead
of a computer-generated tape as a
source o f music.
to his father about the experience
said that he had anticipated their
delight, in fact, that he had con
sciously engineered it.
Under the new system, the
general audience was never again
to understand the formal rules o f
composition so clearly and so
immediately. Greatness became
innovation. Each new innova
tion required study before it
could be comprehended; the
more profound the advance, the
more study it required.
Simplifying excessively for the
sake o f argument, one could say
that the next important change
occurred when Arnold Schoen
berg created twelve-tone theory,
for in the works written under
this plan the organizing prin
ciples o f the music were not
readily available to the general
audience or even to a good deal
o f the sophisticated audience of
Schoenberg’s time. This does not
mean that Schoenberg’s music is
bad or boring, for much o f it is
extraordinarily beautiful and, 70
years later, even comprehensi
ble. But it means that most o f its
immediate audience was denied
the moment o f delight that
Mozart had put into his sym
phony.
As the 20th century pro
gressed, composers seemed
gradually to get farther and far
ther ahead o f the concert-going
audience. A fter the Second
W orld W ar when the computer
arrived, it encountered many

Unbearable Lightness o f Being :
“ Anyone whose goal is ‘some
thing higher’ must expect to suf
fer vertigo. ’ ’ After meditating on
this sentence fo r a w hile,
Reynolds got down to the meat
o f the matter: “ I wanted to ex
plore the listener’s sense o f orien
tation, his ability to perceive
where he is, in a reconfigured
continuity. But [the listener’s]
task now is additionally com
plicated. Unlike a traditional
theme and variation, the source
continues here (the ‘themes’ o f
these algorithmic variants) are
not always readily available___
“ Beyond fragmenting and
reordering musical materials
(our tradition usually involved
the reverse process, building
totalities out o f motivic frag
ments), another way o f produc
ing disorientating perspectives is
by augmentation. ’ ’
In terms o f his structural prin
ciples, Reynolds succeeded in
completely frustrating any sense
I had o f what he was doing. As
the music went along, I discerned
neither beginning, middle nor
end. W hen it was over, I could
begin to m ap out the shape o f the
whole, but certainly not while it
was going on. Yet if Reynolds
thought he was creating a new
concert-hall experience, one that
would invite an audience’s in
terest for that reason alone, he
was more than half a century too
late. Much o f what we heard in
Reynold’s symphony seemed

Composer/performer Michael Waisvisz “ plays” the computer
using remote hand controls.
completely traditional, at least
within Reynolds’ own tradition.
Frustrating (or more positive
ly put, “ expanding” ) expecta
tion can create a kind o f wonder
that is in itself a most enjoyable
aesthetic experience. It is a very
modem experience. But except
for some tricky juxtapostions
within the orchestral music, few
o f Reynolds’ experiments invited
awe. Some lovely and unusual
orchestral sonorities piqued in
terest, but most o f Reynolds’
symphony established little that
was abiding.
W hat I did come away with
from Reynolds’ music was a feel
ing that the orchestra is still lightyears ahead o f a computergenerated tape as a source of
music. But then, I love the world
o f classical music because I love
the sound o f the instruments of
the orchestra. A t one level, it is
really that simple: it’s all in the
overtones.

□ Performer/composer M ic
hael Waisvisz, whose music was
featured on Saturday night’s
concert at the Palace o f Fine
Arts, plays a computer like an in
strument, partly because he was
first excited by the sound o f a
shortwave radio. There is a way
in which as a composer Waisvisz

chaic Sym phony, Waisvisz, to
my way o f thinking, built his
music in order to juxtapose dif
ferent tuning systems. Each of
the three movements o f the work
presented a different archaic ex
ample, which Waisvisz intro
duced into his computer via a
digital process such as are used to
make CDs. The first movement,
after a great deal o f electronic
meandering that was neverthe
less dramatic, finally settled into
a few moments o f Mongolian
music that Waisvisz had found
incorporated into a work by
Karlheinz Stockhausen. These
songs clarified the texture o f the
first movement remarkably.
A nd then the movement ended.
The second movement was a
meditation on the “ Lovefeast”
theme from Wagner’s P arsifal,
which is itself one o f the most
profound meditations on the
modem European tuning sys
tem. Waisvisz played wittily with
Wagner’s inspired idea, creating
almost a theme and variations
movement. Though I enjoyed
W aisvisz’s maneuvers enor
mously, I did recognize that the
greatness o f this music owed
more to Wagner than to W ais
visz.
The last movement continued
to meander in space-age idioms,
until it introduced some bells
turned for Javanese gamelan
music — another o f the most in-

In The Archaic Symphony, Waisvisz,
to my way o f thinking, built his
music in order to juxtapose different
tuning systems.
gives the impression that he is
faced towards his audience,
while Reynolds gives the impres
sion that he is faced away.
Personally I enjoyed Wais
visz’s performance enormously,
partly because I thought I
understood the music’s struc
tural components. In The Ar-

ventive tuning systems known to
man. By then Waisvisz had me
enthralled. But I did wonder
why, if Waisvisz was so intrigued
by electronic sound, he had used
these man-made sounds to un
derpin his symphony. But still, I
wasn’t sorry that hehad.
■

An Urgent Appeal
from
ShantiVolunteersProject
With more than
three new cases
being diagnosed in
San Francisco each
day, Shanti Project
is in critical need of
volunteers to
provide emotional
support to persons
with AIDS and
their loved ones.
Currently, all of
our 500 volunteers
are at near full
capacity. In order to
avoid a waiting list
for the people we

Needed

The next Emotional Support
Training will begin the
weekend o f December 4th and
continue on December 11th.
An additional Training will
be held the weekends of
February 5th and 12th.
A Practical Support
Training is the weekend of
January 15th.
lb \blunteer, please call
Shanti Project at 777-CARE.
serve, we need a
minimum of 70
new volunteers for
each training.

One way to show
that you care about
what is happening
in our community
is to volunteer a
few hours of your
time each week at
Shanti Project.

SHANTI
PROJECT
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ly humanistic rather than toywonder. The whimsical physical
presence o f the performers com
municates much o f this; W ood
all, in particular, has the mag
netic otherness of a not-quitedomesticated exotic animal here.
After I ’d slowly warmed to the
work and was thoroughly en
gaged, a guilty thought oc
curred: Beyond the superficial
differences in design sensibility,
scale, etc., there was precious lit
tle difference in the things I could
say about this piece I liked and
those o f my least favorite local
purveyor o f impenetrability,
George Coates.
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John Woodall’s ‘Gimcrack’

Aesthetics Pleaser
ohn Woodall’s resume file has a classic purity
in living up to our stereotype of the con
temporary avant-gardist. He migrated from
somewhere eastward to study at the Art Institute
in ’66 and dropped (from the SFAI roof, actual
ly) his plastic art of choice (sculpture) in favor of
multimedia work by the end of That Turbulent
Decade.

J

H e’s maintained that “ early
’70s purist aura” (not m y phrase,
man) right through the unfriend
ly ’80s by regularly emerging
from his honest-to-God SOM A
loft space to offer performance
works o f diversity and merit. His
works’ respectfully soft-voiced
reception (“ one o f his more ac
cessible works” is about the
highest praise the mainstream
press has generated to date) has
guaranteed that “ crossover”

find rather absurd and entirely
useless.
Sometimes enjoying a perfor
mance piece is as simple/com
plex, subjective and inexplicable
as the whys and whats o f one’s
own aesthetic sense. Do the
shapes, color combos, juxtaposi
tions o f particular media, the use
o f sound stroke your fur or rub
against it? Does the atmosphere
achieved strike a harmonic or
discordant tone in your brain?

What made Gimcrack click has little
to do with time-honored critical
standards like pacing, focus, thesis,
narrative and the like.
success is unlikely to imperil him .
It’s such a perfect picture that
one is struck by how atypical it
must really be: not just in the
d etails, but in the rather
astonishing fact that Woodall is
still at it, never having stopped or
significantly jumped tracks. This
makes him something o f a local
grand old man o f performance
art, an honor one suspects he’d

Would moments that seemed
funny or poignant or beautiful
or annoying or self-indulgent
have seemed otherwise if you’d
arrived at the theatre in a dif
ferent mood?
These observations, or wafflings, came up in the context of
watching W oodall’s Gim crack,
which played last weekend at
Theatre Artaud as part o f this

OAKLAND A C U R A .
" N O P IN K Y R IN G S , N O P O LYES TER !"
lust professional and gracious attention to your needs and desires.

Acura Legend Coupe

STEPHEN G E R TZ
444-8383
294 27th St., O akland, C A 94612

HURRY: FINAL WEEK!
MUST CLOSE DECEMBER 26 TO RESUME NATIONAL TOUR
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER!
M c k n ti tkt Htfdtyi wttk ywr fia ly i t ME ANO MY SIRl
BUY TWO TICKETS FOR THE PRICE OF ONEI
TkorttoT. D k. 24 I t 8PM m i FrWty. N c. IB I t 8:30PM ONIV

TIMCURRY
DONNA

BARRIE

BULLOCK INGHAM
WINNER!
3 TONY AWARDS
5 DRAMA DESK AWARDS
LAURENCE OUVKR AWARD.
London BEST MUSICAL OF THE YEAR

twu*tauuM» puca: to* vm line » jpu in is* cituejoni s* u#s*2J0 s*

Otf*SriMICROS UuamS33 BKO’ijHO Wrt Uitsit?3CPMOtK o>lt«U2 Uti: Wt Bit S'S
SPECIAL ADDED PERFORMANCE: MOMMY, DEC. Z1 AT 8PM

GOOD SEATS AVAILABLE FORALL PERFORMANCES
Tickets al Golden Gale Theatre Box Office. TICKETRON Outlets and all mapr agencies

char|
CROUPSUIS mofl KOMI
_ om in to * «

J6

™

NE:(415) 243-9001

G o l d e n G a t e T h e a tre

un u o hj

• U M TMMttCTKMOf U U tMMRXTlHMTS MOJA

San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987

Headphones but no music: Tron Bykle listens to no avail in John
W oodall’s Gim crack.
year’s American Inroads series.
For me, the hour-long perform
ance was funny, beautiful,
tender, at times magical. For my
companion and probably a fair
number o f audience members it
was, well, boring.
Both responses are on the
money. It’s legitimate to feel
bilked when an evening at the
theatre offers scarcely a clue as to
what it’s supposed to be about.
O n the other hand, there’s no
denying (and why would you
want to?) the pleasure that can be
had when an artist creates exq u is ite a tm o s p h e r ic s a n d
reverberating images you can
ju s t...e r , free associate along
with. While the ’60s and early
’70s “ happenings” have clearly
• had a profound effect on the
direction o f experimental theatre
since (and the increasing stagna
tion o f conventional theatre
forms), every performance of
this sort still challenges our
uncertain ability to let a mystify
ing theatre experience just “ happen” to us.
G im crack's “ action” occurs
on, over and around a miniproscenium setting o f artfully
_ ramshackle style conceived by
W oodall and designed/con
structed by Woodall with his two
fellow performers and Rick
Dula. A t the start, one trenchcoated, scarecrowlike figure is
mounted on a pulley track ju t
ting toward the audience while
his more clearly human clone
stands frozen in the distant back
ground. In the middle stage
space, a third figure (Tom Ford)
rotates endlessly on a stool, mak
ing and undoing cat’s cradles
with twine. This initial tableau is
broken by blackout and a brief
unnerving burst o f wartime noise
and imagery.
Most o f the remaining piece is
strongly reminiscent o f the play
fully dislocated h u m or o f
W aiting fo r G odot and End
game — nomadic figures en
gaged in frequently slapstick,
always inscrutable combat and
camaraderie on a landscape both
alien and familiar. Woodall and
Tron Bykle, having ditched their
film-noir getups, become leap
in g , fu r tiv e u n d e r g r o u n d
creatures, speaking in m ulti
lingual gibberish and diving

through trapdoors to escape the
sneaky inquirings o f the persis
tent outsider Ford.
Gim crack is, on its most sur
face (but only clear) level,
“ about” the way these three
figures conflict, cooperate or are
oblivious — both among them
selves and toward their active
surroundings — in surprising,
often humorous ways. A trap
door “ hole” repeatedly sucks up
j objects and people as a running
: gag. A dummy double for the
gnomish Ford appears to pro
| vide him with a ventriloquist’s
partner. Slide projections and
the coolly spoken non sequiturs
o f occasional male and female
voice-overs add to the piece’s
trancelike, yet compact weave.
“ Everything connected and
disconnected at the same time,”
a voice intones, and that about
j

|
j
|
j
I

Like Coates’ most recent
shows, G im crack's canvas is tex
tural rather than narrative, its
primary interest far more in
m aking flowing, m utational
stage pictures rather than any
legible statements. It mixes the
quirky, otherworldly and m un
dane in generally similar ways
for comic and puzzling effects.
The language it sporadically per
mits its actors is the postmodern
ist stereotype o f pure or Zen-like
nonsense fragments that imply
satire or profundity in a way that
quickly turns my audio percep
tion dial to O ff.
W o o d a l l ’ s w o r k shares
Coates’ vague humanism tem
pered by faint jabs at m an’s in
humanity to man/disharmony
with M a Earth/the ever popular
C ollapsing M odern W orld .
Gim crack is supposedly about
the nature o f friendship, but
Oust like A ctual S/jo’s claimed
commentary about our Bay Area
melting pot or some such) you’d
never know it if the program
notes or interview quotes weren ’t
around to tell you.
What a hypocrite! My critical
standards, whatever they are,
were left flapping in the pro
gressive wind. The reality o f the
matter is that what made G im 
crack click and A ctual Sho (at
least in its New Performance
Festival form last summer) thud
has, for me, little to do with timehonored critical standards like
pacing, focus, thesis, narrative
and the like.
I could pick at straws about
how Gim crack’s earth tones and
Beckettisms are inherently less

There's no denying the pleasure that
can be had when an artist creates
exquisite atmospherics and
reverberating images you can just . ..
er, free associate along with.

sums things up. W o o d a ll’s
sculptural sense makes much o f
Gim crack a sublime comedy of
unexpected physical connectings. Headphones, ropes et al.
spring at will from the set to tie
these maybe-humans to their en
vironment, to technology, to im
plied social conventions.
Near the end, Woodall and
Bykle “ connect the dots” in the
most spectacular way imagin
able, crisscrossing striped cord
back and forth until the whole
stage is one enormous cat’s
cradle. Then, with all sections
secured and taut, they pluck each
strand, and the picture becomes
a blur o f countless vibrating
strings. It’s an effect o f utter
simplicity and oddly transcen
dent, mystical charm.
Gim crack’s technical design
— note should also be made of
Sandra W o o d all’s costumes,
Jack Carpenter’s lighting and
Tom Dannenburg/Bill Carrico’s
sound contributions — is in
tricate and remarkable. But for
tunately, the sum effect is warm

alienating than Coates’ new age
psychedelic surrealism. . .but
why bother? Essentially we’re
spooning at the same post
modernist soup here; chew at
this stuff too much and it’s sud-'
denly indigestible.
The majority o f performance
art has long frustrated observers
who prefer to walk away with
something more than a fog of
moods and implications. A nar
cotic spectacle like Gim crack or
A ctual Sho depends mostly or
entirely on the pa rtic u la r
aesthetic sympathy o f the au
dience member — hit the right
chord and it’s “ evocative M
rather than “ empty.”
Accessibility isn’t everything,
or shouldn’t be. Sometimes it
(er, um) doesn’t hurt. Still, there
can be bliss in the indecipherable
mutterings o f the subconscious,
and Gim crack's dream was one I
was reluctant to leave. That this
stuff still germinates in South of
Market lofts is a source o f com
fort as mysterious as W oodall’s
own art.
■

Bertolucci’s ‘Emperor’ and
Spielberg’s Empire

Collision Course

T

wo of the most eagerly anticipated films in
recent years have arrived, seemingly on a
collision course like runaway trains. Bernardo
Bertolucci and Steven Spielberg must hate each
other just now — not that there weren’t ample
reasons already.
Each has just released a grand
iose epic about an overprivileged
boy cast adrift in the maelstrom
o f Chinese power politics earlier
in the century, and each film ’s ti
tle refers to the concept o f “ em
pire.” Now, how is the mass au
dience really expected to tell the
difference? A t a preview screen
ing o f Spielberg’s Em pire o f the
Sun, I sat in front o f two women
who spent several minutes dis
puting which film they were
about to see. W e’re talking some
seriously flaw ed m arketing
strategy.
Let’s get it straight: Em pire o f
the Sun is an adaptation o f the
autobiographical novel by Brit
ish science-fiction cult hero J.G .
Ballard about his childhood sur
vival in Japanese internment
camps in Occupied C hina during
W orld W ar II. In many ways a
frustrating and self-defeating
work, it’s memorable in spite of
itself. Em pire capitalizes on a
few moments o f filmic delicacy
and profundity such as Spielberg
has never before displayed, and
an extraordinary lead perfor
mance by young Christian Bale.
Bertolucci’s The L ast Em per
or allegorizes the already fabular
tale o f Pu Y i, who was crowned
as the absolute ruler o f China in
1908 at age 3, and ended his days
as a public works gardener in
M ao’s People’s Republic. Film
ing in Beijing’s imperial Forbid
den City — Bertolucci is the first
Westerner permitted to do so —
is a bit like raising the Titanic.
It’s magnificent, but what do
you do for an encore? While this
movie suffers from an outlan
dish hype job, it complements its
opulence with a quotient o f real
philosophical depth. For most
audiences, it will simply be an
unusually lush costume dramacum-morality play.
It’s not entirely facetious or
mean to speak o f these films be
ing confused with one another.
Em pire and Em peror have pro
nounced structural similarities in
addition to sharing some histori
cal and geographical territory. In

some extent reveals the origins of
his bizarrely self-enclosed world
view. Try as Spielberg may to do
battle with the most complex and
dangerous elements o f the novel,
as adapted in an excellent screen
play by playwright Tom Stop
pard, he is naturally drawn to the
most literal narrative levels —
the ruptured family, the plucky
lad on his own.
W hat results is a parable of
survival and lost innocence that
in c o r p o r a te s som e p o te n t
pyschological exploration in
spots, but ends with the requisite
heartwarming family reunifica-.
tion. Jim m y is a bit like an earlier
boyhood wanderer, Huck Finn:
he’s similarly subject to misinter
pretation by sentimentalists, and
the knowledge he gains makes

C5

the new Bertolucci epic.
terms of cinema history, these
movies represent their directors’
homage to an ultratraditional
film m a k in g ethos tha t em 
phasizes purely visual factors —
enormous scope and exotic
design. In a more general
cultural context, the existence —
and apparent success — o f these
two films indicates the point of
mesmerized fascination we in the
West have reached in our attrac
tion/repulsion relationship with
the “ alien” Far East.
Both films in effect begin with
remarkable tableaux and pro
ceed through gradually reductive
narratives. Early in Em pire o f
the S un, 12-year-old Jim m y
travels alo n g the teem ing
Shanghai waterfront, separated
by the windows o f his family’s
limousine from the polyglot
culture into which he will shortly

Survival strategies: Basle (John Malkovich) gives young Jim
Graham (Christian Bale) his first lesson in how to ward o ff starva
tion in

Empire o f the Sun.

be plunged. Pu Y i’s coronation
in The Last Em peror presents a
huge abstract image not o f chaos
but o f immense inaccessible
order. The child meanders uncomprehendingly through the
color-coordinated kowtowing
phalanxes o f monks, guards and
eunuchs in the courtyard o f the
grand imperial palace. His atten
tion is drawn not by the vast
pomp and circumstance but by a
chirping cricket that one o f the
court chamberlains keeps in a
carved cylindrical box.
There’s a cool detachment to
Bertolucci’s film that opposes
the subjective immediacy Spiel
berg insists upon. We see all the
theatre o f life in the Forbidden
City but are never certain how
the young emperor apprehends

it. Jim m y dominates his film in a
way Pu Yi never does; through
B ale’s hyperkinetic appeal,
Spielberg’s practiced manipula
tion o f pacing and motion and
John Williams’ relentlessly overdramatic score, Jim m y’s infuses
the surrounding film fabric with
a force that can seem suf
focating. This is likely to render
Em pire o f the Sun the more
popular o f the two, but it also
points to fundam ental d if
ferences in artistic mission be
tween their directors.
By the time the Japanese inva
sion of Shanghai separates Jim 
my from his family, Spielberg
has already developed a tone of
elegant BBC-style drama docu
menting their idyllic lives as part
o f the city’s Western financial
elite. (Before the war starts,
we’re approximately in Jew el in
the Crow n; after the prison camp
locale is set, it’s A Town C alled
A lice.) As in E .T ., Poltergeist
and even The C olor Purple, his
theme is both the primacy o f the
family unit, however it’s de
fined, and the destructive power
the adult world wields over
childhood (and more generally
over imagination). There’s no
point in excoriating Spielberg for
the conventionality o f his moral
code; whatever you think o f it,
it’s neither phony nor simplistic.
It is also unfair to compare a
film to the book it’s “ based” on
(whatever that means), but more
dissimilar aesthetic sensibilities
than Spielberg’s and Ballard’s
w ould be hard to imagine.
Ballard is a minatory techno
poet o f the desolate urban and
suburban landscapes of the late
century; Em pire o f the Sun to

returning to his old life impossi
ble. No matter how much an au
dience wants to believe Spiel
berg, even he can’t make the conc lu s io n o f h is to r y ’s m ost
atrocious war seem much like a
happy ending.

Bertolucci’s saga o f Pu Yi is
formulated as a way o f posing
questions, not as a channel for
directing audience sympathies.
The young emperor — played by
a succession o f actors until John
Lone takes over at adulthood —
is a kind o f inverse cipher o f what
he’s supposed to be. Deposed by
a Nationalist coup at age 7, Pu Yi
retains imperial privilege but
becomes powerless, a prisoner in
the Forbidden City. Educated by
a British tutor (Peter O ’Toole
shows up to give the film some
marquee value), he is entirely ig
norant o f hum an society. Sur
rounded by people, he’s friend
less.
In a number o f interviews,
Bertolucci has spoken o f going
to China in hopes o f leaving all
Western philosophy behind, on
ly to discover he couldn’t escape
his influences. While the Marxist
angle on Pu Y i’s story is too ob
vious to require discussion, he
plainly also is a Freudian symbol
o f the infantile “ imperial” self.
Like Freud’s model o f the child
psyche, Pu Yi loses his perceived
om n ip o te n c e a n d becomes
obsessed with regaining it. In a
specific reference to the classic
childhood rejection, the emperor
loses his wet nurse — when he’s
ten. Once he is finally exiled from
the Forbidden City in the ’20s,
Pu Yi lapses into Western selfindulgence, leading an idle
playboy existence. For Bertoluc
ci, this signals the character’s
s im u lta n e o u s d ecline in to
bourgeois decadence, infantile
neurosis and imperialist powerlust.
W hile Bertolucci’s morals
may not be the same kind as
Spielberg’s, he certainly knows
how to punish characters who
transgress against the code. Pu
Yi is duped by the Japanese into
ruling as sham emperor in the
wartime puppet state of Manchukuo. Blackmailed into acting
as the rubber stamp for increas
ingly egregious policies, he loses
his wife (the gorgeous Chinese
actress Joan Chen) to opium, as
well as any shreds o f self-respect
and popular support he might
have retained. Captured by the
Soviets at war’s end, Pu Y i is
C o n tin u e d o n page 28
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OCK PREVIEWS

A D A M

authentic, bastard sons o f Elvis)
who raise this to a wicked bill.
(Music Works, 12/19,10 pm, $4)

B L O C K

Lydia Lunch, Henry
Rollins, H ubert Selby III

Royalty Will Reign

A n inspired troika take on the
s p o k e n w o r d . N egativecharism a-queen L u n c h re
sembles Sylvia Plath via The Ex
orcist. Rollins, Black Flag’s tat
tooed brawn-flasher, radiates
friendly ferocity, but it’s Selby
who’s daddy to them both and
the richly intriguing opener.
(D N A , 12/20, 8 pm, $7)

t’s the week before Xmas, and you’re almost
on your own. I ’m peeling out Friday with
Memphis Mark on a pilgrimage to the promised
land. Seattle will be a stopover: sort of a protopapal courtesy call to sanctify the Space Needle,
to belt bourbon on the holy waters of Puget
Sound and to charitably offer an audience to
my pagan parents.

I

For the daunting duration of
my absence, boy-wonder Bobo
Baird will craft this column,
leaving loyal readers in ap
propriately anarchic hands.
D on’t doubt the boy any more
than you trust him and don’t
make any moves on his boy
friend. Bobo has the playful eyes
and instincts o f a pit bull.
Goddess willing, rad reader,
you and I will reunite under this
masthead next year. Until that
glorious day, I humbly ask that
you be granted megahappy
holidays, that you forgive any
bad tips I ’ve offered, revere all
prescient pointers, and pencil me
into your will for the lion’s share
o f your estate.

Sister Double Happiness,
Lawn Vultures, Bad Boys
The Vultures have a sensational,
sexy singer who makes marvels
o f their rough covers. SDH
torque out with Z Z Top. Gary,
their singer, is an unparalleled
rock-homo: an unlikely appari
tion buoyantly breaking. The
openers better bum if they hope
to live up to their name — or this
bill. Rank the top two teams with
the local must-sees for ’87. (Ken
nel Club, 12/18, 10 pm , $5)

C o n tin u e d fro m p rev io u s p a g e

eventually delivered to the newly
installed Mao regime for judg
ment. Rather than facing the fir
ing squad he expects, he isremanded to a reeducation
camp, where ten years later he
will be declared cured. Contemp
tuously he tells his interrogator,
“ Y ou only keep me alive because
I am useful to you.” “ Is that so
terrible?” comes the reply. “ To
be useful to someone?”
Some critics have remarked
that Bertolucci accepts the value
o f Maoist indoctrination with
out question; it’s clear to me he
wishes to contrast it, for better or

Capitol Records Party
You got a shot at a Chili Pepper’s
skateboard, rad T-shirts or
maybe an adventurous dudereveler. (Kennel Club, 12/20, 7
pm , free)

Gospel Hum m ingbirds
Jon Carroll insisted they were
white and ear-shattering ip the
Chron. Maybe he stumbled into
a Seahags show at D N A . The
co m bo calls dow n heaven.
(Paradise, 12/18, 9 & 11 pm,
free)

Fillm ore Four
Young whitebreads do ’60s hits a
cappella. (Paradise, 12/20, 9 &
11 pm, free)

Sandra Bernhard, TB A

Seahags, Hangmen,
Birdkillers

The too-believableditz from The
K ing o f Comedy made suspects
o f sympathizers with last year’s
ersatz-Ricki Lee L P. Since then
she’s been romantically linked
with Theresa o f the Butthole
Surfers — or was it Gibby? —
and planning to record with
them. O K? So, I ’m baffled too,
and tempted. (Fillmore, 12/18,8
& 11 pm , $14)

The Beam does its bit, asking
that you bring a “ toy for a tot”
(not your old dildoes, please) in
place o f a door charge. One more
shot at catching the BK’s new
vocalist, the awesome Okie
Gary, if you arrive early. Next up
are die generic garage gonzos off
L A ’s Scream Club anthology,
and a chance to fathom whether
Chrysalis had a clue when they
signed the headlining trio. Can
ex-Mary’s employees playing
retardo-Aerosmith be rock ’n ’
roll’s future? (I-Beam, 12/21,
10:30 pm , free)

Kats & Kitten
Last shot at the ever improving,
hardest-working-combo-inS O M A ’s big-stage cabaret run.
(D N A , 12/19, 10 pm, $4)

Boho Luv Jones,
Birdkillers,
Lawn Vultures

S po t 1 0 1 9
The combo who brought you
“ Gnarly, Gnarly Surf Machine”
pursues infantilism into pathol
ogy. (Paradise, 12/22, 9 & 11
pm, free)

The headliners, with their Iggygoes-swamp shtick, are gravy.
It’s the lead crooners for the Killers
and the Vultures (each sexy,
worse, w ith the Occidental
religion o f psychotherapy. His
Pu Y i begins as the one man who
represents all China — but is
totally isolated — and ends as
one m an who accepts that the
collective must represent him.
L one ’s performance, which
seems a little distracted when the
e m p eror is y o u n g , comes
beautifully into focus in the
film’s latter scenes. Pu Y i the ag
ing gardener confronts the harsh
ironies o f the neo-imperialist
Cultural Revolution, and his
return visit to the Forbidden City
as a ticketrbuying visitor I won’t
spoil, except to describe it as a
m o m e n t o f in c o m p a r a b le
poignancy and serenity.
It should go without saying

t h a t B e r to lu c c i a n d star
c in e m a to g r a p h e r V it t o r io
Storaro produce many shots and
sequences o f surpassing beauty;
so in fact do Spielberg and his
cinematographer Allen Daviau
in Em pire o f the Sun. So who
needs beautiful images? You can
find them in television commer
cials. Each o f these films has a lit
tle trouble recovering from its
grand pictorial impulses; I think
the difference appears because
Bertolucci doesn’t depend upon
beauty to produce an emotional
reaction in the viewer. As a
politically aware European, he
knows better than to trust in
' beautiful images. Spielberg’s
background, on the other hand,
works against him: he is a

Cosmetic wonder: Sylvester goes to heaven and back, Wednesday,
12/23, at the I-Beam.

Flying Color,
Buck Naked, Flophouse

Jerry Shelter,
Carnival Law

The openers feature JC Hopkins
— tagged as an ’80s Arlo Guthrie
goin’ electric — followed by the
bare- bu tt, so p h o m o r ic a lly
salacious, yahoo frat-funsters.
(Kennel, 12/23, 10 pm, $4)

The big man bleeds for you one
more time. God bless the humble
wonder. (Music Works, 12/23,
10 pm , $3)

S ylvester, Trem aine
Royalty w ill reign and the
heavens delight when Syl soars
and struts beneath his fiery new
do: forty and still flaming. The
disco thrush from the Hawkins’
gospel dynasty will prepare the
lucky for the legend. (I-Beam,
12/23, 10pm, $7 adv/$8 day)
tremendously talented director
who has been trained in the most
manipulative kind o f hack work.
Again and again in Em pire o f
the S un, he’ll hold a particularly
pretty shot — two kamikaze
pilots framed against the setting
sun, a crashed Zero Jim m y finds
in a field— just long enough that
it becomes thoroughly drenched
in W illiam s’ heavenly-choir •
score. It’s a maddening ex
perience; as if Kurosawa has
allowed some Hollywood hacks
to reedit and score his film. For
indeed, his work with actors Bale
and John Malkovich, in the role
o f an avaricious, predatory
American seaman whom Jimmy
allies himself with, indicate what
Spielberg is capable of, and the

Fanelli, Shapiro & Trish
The cozy club offers Xmas
drinks, free fresh popcorn and
this eclectic combo as a tempting
alternative to being alone, con
vinced you are a failure and a
pariah on Xmas Eve. Just a pos
sibility — the line may stretch all
the way to City Hall. (Paradise,
12/24,9 & 11 pm, free)
■

claustrophobic, sad and desolate
early scenes o f Jim m y living
a lo n e
in
h is
p a r e n ts ’
deteriorating house, waiting for
nothing to happen, surpasses
what you might expect from his
director.
Both Bertolucci and Spielberg
have made their new efforts a bit
too grand for my tastes — Ber
tolucci is trying to resuscitate a
career in decline ever since Bran
do and Maria Schneider and un
safe sex in L ast Tango in Paris,
and Spielberg is seeking to con
tinue his as a “ serious” auteur.
These are certainly momentous
movies, and while one o f the
filmmakers is too good to be
bad, at least the other is too sharp
to be dull.
■

P A S S P O R T TO L E IS U R E

WALTER’S AUTO REPAIR

TVavel

IN TEXACO SERVICE STATION
G IV E H IM TH E CA RIBBEA N
RSVP Luxury Cruises
An exciting gift idea — the gay cruises
that get rave reviews. You can choose
Key West and Cozumel in February or
Nassau and Jamaica in March.

2201 GEARY BLVD. AT DIVISADERO
567-8333
Major CradH Cant* Accepted

Serving the Gay Community for 7 years

INSTANT CREDIT WITHIN AN HOUR
Expires 12-31-87.

SMOQ
CHECK

i

j
28

.* & & & &

\

ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL

1 AIR CONDITION
SPECIAL

C o m p u te rize d
front w h e e l
alig n m e n t
inspection for
most
ca1rs
, ™
pst °C
^

Your C h oice

|

OIL A
FILTER

M 4 95

AIR CONtSmONINO

J $12.95 i

San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987

1

ra d ia to S s c h v ic e

|

*29»v

j

Up t o 5 qts.

mosl“'s j

I

Airline Tickets
Tours
Charters
Cruises
Amtrak Tickets
Car Rentals
Eurail Passes
Hotel Reservations

W indjammer for 1988
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Summit Effluvia
ast week was a newshound’s dream: Raisa
and Nancy landed with a clunk at the Sum
mit; PSA landed in the hills; Art Agnos landed
in the Big Chair; and Madonna and Sean Penn
landed in a heap of postmarital recriminations.
It’s Christmas in twenty column inches.

L

Has Bean

Heart o ’ Ta c t

Ronald Reagan and M ikhail
Gorbachev’s evident bonhom ie
(and, incidentally, their IN F
treaty) at the Summit last week
paled compared to the secrecy
surrounding the early (and en
during) frost chilling the Nancy
Reagan-Raisa Gorbachev coffee
klatch.
For instance, the brand o f cof
fee the two First Ladies downed
Wednesday morning remains, to
this day, a closely guarded state
secret — despite.Less Talk’s best
efforts to get the scoop.
Asked about the First Ladies’
Summit blend, a spokeswoman
in Nancy Reagan’s press office
said Thursday, “ We don’t give
out that kind o f information.”
But why? “ The White House has
a policy o f not endorsing one
product over another,” she said,
politely but firmly. Then, in con
fidential tones, she added, “ I
mean, if it was between, say,
Maxwell House and Folger’s, we
wouldn’t be seen as saying one is
better than the other.” The
point, o f course, is moot: both
are rancid.
I asked if the First Ladies had
drunk domestic coffee, or had,
for instance, enjoyed a hearty
espresso or latte. “ Well, they
had their choice o f coffee, tea or
orange juice, ’ ’ the spokeswoman
said. She declined to say which
Mrs. Gorbachev drank.
I asked if she’d heard this
question before during the Sum
mit. “ Actually, n o ,” she said.
“ Y o u ’re the first. Now, when
the ladies met in Geneva, they
had tea, and all the reporters
wanted to know what kind o f tea
it was. But not this time.”

The December 8 N Y Times
reported that Nancy Reagan told
reporters the day before that
Mrs. Gorbachev “ seems very
nice.”

Press Haw ks
I wasn’t the only one swept away
by Summit effluvia last week. A
digest o f press accounts reveals
the m ed ia’s eye for telling,
trivia___

Invite Disaster
The December 4 New York
Times reported that after waiting
two weeks for Mrs. Gorbachev
to accept Mrs. Reagan’s invita
tion to afternoon tea, American
ambassadors fired o ff a cable
saying, though not in so many
words, “ Shit or get o ff the pot,
lady.”
Said Nancy Reagan (C hron,
December 8): “ It got to the point
where I said I have to know, so I
said, ‘I have to know.’ ”
Said a Nancy Reagan friend:
“ The Russians were acting
wacky.”
Said another Reagan friend,
o f Mrs. Gorbachev: “ I suspect
we’re dealing with a very dif
ficult wom an.”
Said yet another friend (Mrs.
R eagan is ap pare ntly very
popular), referring to a previous
encounter between the two First
Ladies: “ After their meeting,
Nancy felt that Mrs. Gorbachev
was a Communist through and
through and that she just wanted
to spout doctrine.”

Rift Raft
The December 9 Times featured
a host o f key details. It reported:
• On
M rs.
G orb ach ev’s
“ mystery shrouded sightseeing
tour” o f the capital (during
which her limousine simply sped
by monuments, not bothering to
stop and talk to various groups
assembled to greet her). One Na
tional Academy o f Sciences of
ficial said: “ In a word, it’s
gross.”
• T h a t M rs. G o rb a c h e v ’ s
“ muted” wardrobe was redun
dant. W rote reporter Elaine
Scolino: “ She wore the same
silver and gray fox jacket and
gray skirt that she wore in Reyk
jav ik.”
• That Elaine Crispin, Mrs.
Reagan’s press secretary, called
rumors o f rifts between the two
First Ladies “ silliness.” She also
quoted Mrs. Reagan as saying
she found Mrs. Gorbachev to be
“ very nice,” and said Mrs.
Reagan found her short meeting
with Mrs. Gorbachev (before
their hubbies signed the big trea
ty) “ very pleasant.”

N o w M useum ,
No You D on’t
Things tensed up with the highly
charged coffee klatch and White
H ouse tou r, however. The
December 10 Times reported
that Mrs. Gorbachev, asked how
she liked the White House, tact
fully replied, “ It’s an official
house. I would say that humanly
speaking a hum an being would
like to live in a regular home.
This is a museum.”
Guiding Mrs. Gorbachev into
the State dining room, Mrs.
Reagan said, “ This is where we
were last night.” Mrs. G or
bachev tactfully replied, “ It
seems to be smaller today.”

u f &
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This is no way to make friends
in high places. By the end o f the
visit, according to the Times,
W hite House aides were so
miffed by Mrs. Gorbachev’s tact
that “ they were reduced to snip
ing about her clothes.” Even the
Times' Elaine Scolino got into
the act; she wrote: “ ‘A bit cocktailish, don’t you think?’ said
one White House aide about
Mrs. Gorbachev’s outfit: a black
crepe dress with satin collar and
cummerbund and rhinestone
buckle, black suede stiletto shoes
and clutch bag, and rhinestone
appliques on her baggy hose.
Mrs. Reagan wore an under
stated Oscar de la Renta Glen
plaid dress and a simple gold col
lar necklace and earrings.”

C rock of Ages
It appears the White House tried
to hit Mrs. Gorbachev where it
hurts on one key detail. Accor
ding to a December 10 Reuters
report run in the Ex, Soviet of
ficials say Mrs. G was b om in
1934, which makes her 53.
Western news media contend
she?s 55.
The official W hite House
biography said Mrs. G was bom
in 1930 — which would make her
57.
(O f course, as the story also
reports, Nancy Reagan is no
stranger to age conflicts: while
she maintains she’s 64, school
records say she’s 66.)

/ Q » y
out that Nancy Reagan used to
be an actress; Raisa Gorbachev
used to be an intellectual.
Now, o f course, they’re both
Style Warriors.

Party Hearties
Style Warriors only comprised a
handful o f the happily semi
trendy batch o f sweating boylets
crowding the December 5 Boy
Party. The oh-so-excloo do —
held this time in a humongo,
two-story S O M A warehouse —
lived down past charges o f a
racist and ageist door policy:
sho ulde r to sh o u ld e r, the
“ boys” looked older, if colder
(after a 20-minute wait in the
outdoor S O M A chill), and the
ethnically balanced mix boasted
“ boys” refusing to look black in
anger.
“ This party is a bust, ” sniffed
one lounge lizard upstairs.
'“ There just aren’t as many pret
ty people as last time.” This
from a young(ish) Pee-Wee Her
man lookalike dressed in yester
day’s slave bracelets. D ow n
stairs, a raft o f party workers
dressed as choirboys waltzed
through, transcending altared

states. Upstairs, the toilet over
flowed. Downstairs, the dance
floor overflow ed. U pstairs,
shirts came off, revealing perfect
pecs. Downstairs, flirts got
rough, reveling in prefab sex.
A nd everyone loathed my
Robert Smith big hair; they were
displeased, but I had The Cure.
A t 2 am, publicity shy chpirboy Ben Dhong shooed partygoers into the street, sighing,
“ Now I get to party!” He re
fused to acknowledge that the
only real selling point to his
febrile fetes is the goddamn
quote he lifted from my column
six months ago and has used —
uncredited — on every invite
since. But he lets me pay for
beers, so I don’t begrudge him
the theft.

K ey W itness
The night before, I got lucky at a
National Gay-and Lesbian Task
F o r c e / C o m m u n it y U n ite d
Against Violence benefit at USF.
S p e a k in g o n s ta g e a b o u t
“ straight” -boy gay bashers, M C
Danny Williams quipped, “ We
don’t like them because they’re
C o n tin u e d o n n e x t p a g e

M aking a Past
Perhaps the First Ladies’ little
tiff can best be explained by
b ackg ro und differences. A
December 11 E x story pointed

Save $5 on these best sellers from M EN & receive a
special "March on Washington" tape free! This video
was produced independently by Male Entertainment
Network, serving the Gay Community since 1983.

M IN

■MALE
ENTERTAINMENT
NETWORK

(415) 621-0100 O n e United Nations Plaza, S .F, C A

G ive Your Loved One Something to
Remember This Holiday Season —
a Romantic Boudoir Portrait.

B.B. STUDIO 826-2216

□
□
□
□

G a y G am es Highlights (reg.$39.95)
IG R A G a y Rodeo Finals (reg.$39.95)
Men Behind Bars (reg.$49.95)
Int'l Mr. Leather ’87 (reg.$59.95)

94102

DVHS
D V H S Hi-Fi + $1
□ B e ta + $ 1
□ Beta Hi-Fi + $1

(Send $3 shipping; S5 outside US; C A res add 6 5 % tax; O ffer expires 1/1/88)

N a m e _______________________ ___________________ __________
A d d re s s _______________________________
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M C / V is a # _______________________________________E x p ______ s fs
San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987

29

J a m e s B a l d w in
C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 2 2

several younger sisters and
brothers as their lives matured.
Just A bove M y H ead didn’t
stimulate, the way G iovanni’s
R oom did, nor impress with the
power o f A nother C ountry, but
in dealing with the whole of
M ontana’s life, and exploring
his fam ily’s handling o f his
death, Baldwin traced the trend
o f attitudes toward gay people
over more than a quarter cen
tury, and ended on hope. He
once again told his readers
something secret and real about
himself, and very likely about
themselves, and in a most
elegant and satisfying way,
Baldwin closed the circle o f his
gay fiction.
Perhaps i f you can accept the
p a in that alm ost k ills you, you
can use it, you can become bet
ter.
— Another Country
f Baldwin’s achievement was
so great in illuminating both
the black experience and the gay
experience, why is he so little
known to gays, and so gingerly
handled by blacks?
A slight, spidery man with a
ragged face and protruding,
penetrating eyes, he could make
a person uncomfortable with a
look, never mind the power of
his thoughts and words. No less
than honest himself, he permit
ted neither deceit nor selfdeception from others. In other
words, a difficult man to be
with, day to day.
In a private conversation in
Los Angeles in the late ’70s,
when he was le ctu ring at
U C L A , Baldwin said he often
felt he was anathema to both

I
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brain dead, and they don’t like us
because we’re — flawless.” A

black and gay communities. “ I
was too queer and too pacific to
be easily accepted by movement
blacks — too black* and too
radical to be embraced by move
ment gays,” he said with some
wistfulness.
He smiled at the memory of
the angry reception he once got

JAMES
BALDWIN
nr

lui'n

m

JUST
ABOVE
MYHEAD
in the mid-’60s when he arrived
at a black radical “ war council”
with a white male lover on his

flawlessly loose-lipped source
whispered that N GLTF awardwinner Cleve Jones “ is absolute
ly paranoid about the things you

W E OFFER LOW PRICES
HONDA.

PINEAPPLE HONDA
A uthorized Northern California H onda M otorcycle Dealer
532-3677 45 00 East 14th Street: Oakland

arm. “ That was me; they had no
choice but take me or leave me.
Most left me, but despite that,
they knew my voice was heard
after their stridency had shut
them o u t.”
While his open gayness made
him suspect as too “ weak” for
the awesome battles over racial
equality, his consistent choice of
the black movement over the
gay movement distressed many
gay leaders and infuriated
others. “ He was often asked to

many things, involves many
issues, and that , honesty is re
quired in all o f them.”
Baldwin himself, asked on
that sunny U C L A afternoon
why the black movement re
ceived his unflagging support
and gay politics got little or
none, said simply, “ Blacks
d on’t have the choice o f being
invisible. I don’t advocate in
visibility for gay people, but
historically they have not been
shut out in the same absolute

Just Above My Head took

him back
to the gay sensibility that so
effectively limned his earlier
successful fiction.

lend his voice or name or
presence to a gay cause, ” recalls
curator Jim Kepner o f the Inter
national Gay Archives in Los
Angeles. “ He nearly always
declined, or failed to respond.
In spite o f that, he was and is a
m a jo r figure for gays; he
showed that coming out means

terms that blacks have been. My
black family needs me more
than my gay family, and there’s
only so much o f me to go
around.”
So was black America un
grateful when, in the final hours
before laying Baldwin to rest,
they omitted mention o f his gay

write about him .” I can’t see
why: he is, according to the eve
ning’s program, “ able to leap
tall obstacles with a single bound
o f faith.” I ’m short.
In the lobby, organizer Bruce
Carolan.perfected his plumbing
skills, while upstairs, select
guests plumbed the depths of
cheese spreads and fruit platters.
Backstage after their two-encore
set, gay singers Romanovsky and
Phillips signed posters and
talked to fans. “ O h, look,” I
said to Paul Phillips, who was
scribbUng his name across a
placard, “ a picture o f you when
you were young!”
I realized I was getting senile,
though, when I discovered I was
missing my keys. O ut in the lob

by, N A M ES Project poohbah
Mike Smith said he’d found
them and given them to Cleve
Jo n e s. C leve sp o tte d m e,
screamed and ran; I chased him
out onto a balcony, where he
gleefully dangled the keys over
the abyss. “ F i n a lly !” he
shrieked. “ Now listen. Y ou ’re a
jo urnalist. I ’m running for
supervisor. Let’s talk deal.”
Instead, we got real: he gave
me my keys, and I went home to
think up sweet things to say
about him. (But I ’m not going to
plug the N AM ES Project Quilt,
which is on display at Moscone
Center today, 10 am-10 pm;
tomorrow, 10 am-6 pm; and
Sunday, 10 am-6 pm.)
■

life? Times reporter Daniels
thinks not. “ It was so comm on
ly known and accepted as fact
that there seemed no need to say
it. I d o n ’t think it was a
deliberate omission on anyone’s
part.”
M a y a A n g e lo u certainly
brought into focus the central
message o f Baldwin’s life and
work in her eulogy: His legacy,
she said, is that “ the task o f the
living is to try to love each other,
to try to hold on to each other.”
She noted that Baldwin was ex
ceptionally sensitive to the roles
and needs o f women, and that
his fem ale characters were
strong and complex.
C lo s e r
to
e x p re ssin g
Baldwin’s gay sensibility with
out using those words, Toni
Morrison’s funeral encomium
for Baldwin cited him as “ a lov
ing spirit whose unflinching
honesty was informed by a
delicate yet durable tenderness
— a tenderness and vulnerabili
ty that asked everything o f us,
expected everything o f us.”
Well and good, but not good
enough, according to San Fran
cisco Supervisor Harry Britt,
who was angry that straight
media failed to make any men
tion o f Baldwin’s sexuality or
his lover-companion. Britt was
first introduced to Baldwin’s
liberal social thought through
the writer’s essays, and only
later discovered G io v a n n i’s
Room , and the fact that this
hero was also gay.
“ The specific quality o f his
impact on civil rights was in
formed by his gay sensibility,”
Britt said. “ He influenced me
politically before I had even
begun to deal with being gay
myself. His was a call to test, to
examine, to demand account
ability from cultures that d on’t
allow peopleto be free.”
■

Original Essays
Sought for ‘New
Writing' Series
The San Francisco Sentinel in
vites Bay Area writers to submit
essays on any cultural, social or
political topic o f particular
significance for lesbian and gay
readers. We are especially in
terested in writing that explores
either the historical significance
o f gay people or contemporary
responses to the A ID S crisis.
Writers should telephone Eric
H eilm an (415/861-8100) to
discuss ideas prior to submitting
a manuscript. All inquiries are
welcome.
■

THE SENSATIONAL SENTINEL SALE
Sentinel
Cultivate Sensibility and Improve Your Mind. . . Subscribe Now to
the
6 m o s .................$1 5 .0 0

SF Sentinel.

1 y e a r .............. $3 0 .0 0

Name _______
Address_____
City/State/Zip_
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For our loll subscription
drive we are ottering an
incredible deal for a
limited time only. Save over
50% off our regular rates
(add $25 for 1st class and
foreign subscriptions).
6 Months (26 issues). . . $15;
1Year (52 issues). . . $30.
Act now to join the fastest
growing, highest quality,
gay newsweekly in the
country!

A T
DECEMBER
SATURDAY
CURAS (Community United in Response to
AIDS/SIDA) is an organization advocating AIDSrelated services in the gay latino community.
Tonight they present their Prisma Awards to
deserving individuals working within that com
munity. 8 pm-12 am. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th
St., SF. $10 adv/$12 door. Tickets at Esta Noche,
Los Portales and La India Bonita (all on 16th St.
near Mission). Info: 821-4425, 431-6021.
The SF Gay Men’s Chorus presents its ninth an
nual holiday concert, Christmas Is Love: Now
Sing with Hearts Aglow. Under the direction of
Gregg Tallman, this year’s concert includes
scripted scenes from London’s Covent Garden in
1887 and from Union Square today. Featuring*
Men About Town and the Chamber Singers,
ensembles of SFGMC. Tonight and tomorrow at 8
pm. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave., SF.
$10-515. Tickets: 552-3656, 863-8326 or at the
door.
Gay and lesbian vegetarians host a Holiday
Potluck Get-Together — a yuletide meal with a
meadess menu. Open to everyone who brings a
beverage or a food dish sans meat. 5 pm. For
directions to the dinner or more info, call
626-1351.
Oz comes to Oz. Follow the yellow brick road to
the Castro Theatre to be swept away from Kansas
once more. We’ve all seen The Wizard of Oz
dozens of times before, my pretties, but to see it at
the Castro is bound to be a special treat. Double
bill with Singin' in the Rain. Oz: 1, 5:15, 9:30;
Rain: 3:15, 7:30 pm. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro
St., SF. $4.50 general/$3 seniors, children.

A

G
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E

The Healing Order of K’thar Sissies celebrates the
winter solstice with Bring Back the Light: A
Ceremony of Wands. Partake in the "tribal fire of
men’s mysteries” with erotic healing and myth;
rediscover “pathways to the Cosmorgasm.” All
this and more for the low, low price of $8. Doors
open for admission 7-8 pm. Costumes encour
aged, nudity,optional. Clothes check and light
refreshments are provided. 890 Folsom St. (at
Fifth. St.), SF.
SF United Methodist Church’s 1987-88 concert
series continues with Christmas at the Opera, a
performance by a quartet from the SF Opera.
Soprano Lola Watson, mezzo-soprano Shelley
Seitz-Daami, tenor Jim Croom and baritone
Frederick Matthews sing ensemble works by
Haydn, Rossini, Verdi and Puccini, as well as
familiar seasonal pieces. Wheelchair accessible;
childcare provided. 3 pm. Temple United Method
ist Church, 1111 Junipero Serra Blvd., SF. $7
general/$3.50 students and seniors. Tickets/info:
751-3331.
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav hosts its annual
Chanukah Party — a holiday bash that includes a
talent show, music, dreidel playing, latkes, drinks,
a silent auction, menorah lighting at nightfall and
a raffle. 2-6 pm. Lake Merced Boathouse, SF. $7.
Info: 861-6932.
Lyn Elder’s Festival Consort perform early fan
tasies and carols in true Renaissance spirit in a
concert sponsored by Old First Concerts. Playing
hurdy-gurdies, lutes, shawms and crumhoms, the
Consort features works by Hassler, Praetorius and
Gabrielli. 4 pm. Old First Church, Van Ness Ave.
& Sacramento St., SF. $7 general/$5 students and
seniors/$3.50 members. Tickets: STBS or at the
door. Info: 474-1608.

TUESDAY
The Chinese Magic Theatre returns with jugglers,
tumblers, contortionists, magicians and — my
own favorite — sword swallowers. Through Jan.
3. Tues.-Sun., 2 pm; no performances on Dec. 24
or 29. Theatre on the Square, 450 Post St., SF.
S12-SI6. Tickets: 433-9500, STBS.

DECEMBER
SUNDAY

C

Beloved, an insightful, often painful documentary
about the Jews who fled Germany to escape the
Holocaust between 1933 and 1939.12,2:45,5:30,
8:15 pm. York Theatre, 2789 24th St., SF. $4/$3
seniors and first matinee.

DECEM BER

Back again: Lira’s former hubby turned
chanteuse, Peter Alien, hits the burbs in a
special, one-man show. Saturday, 12/19, Cirde
Star Theatre, San Carlos, 7:30 pm. Call
762-BASS.

N

An Open Forum on Healing takes place tonight
with panelists Rev. John McCormick, Lynn
Grasberg, Lee Glickstein and Michael Zonta.
Sponsored by Metaphysical Alliance and AIDS
Interfaith Network. Signing for the hearing im
paired provided upon advance request. 7 pm. First
Unitarian Church, 1187 Franklin St. (at Geary),
SF. Donation suggested. Info: 431-8708,
938-HOPE.

Christmas classic: Hie ghost of Jacob Mariey reminds Ebenezer Scrooge (and the rest of us) what
Christmas is really all about - in ACTs production of Charies Dicken’s timeless tale. Through 12/26 at
the Gear) Theatre, SF. Call 771-3880.
Women are invited to observe the winter solstice
with a ritual and celebration with Judy Grahn.
Reservations are suggested. 7 pm. Mama Bears,
6536 Telegraph Ave., Oakland. $5-$7. Res/info:
428-9684.
C5
DECEM BER

WEDNESDAY
GLOE (Gay & Lesbian Outreach to Elders) offers
a Wednesday Matinee for seniors — an afternoon
of movies, discussion and refreshments. 2:15-4
pm. North of Market Senior Center, 333 Turk St.,
SF. Free. Info: 626-7000.
Christmas Pipe Dreams — a conceit featuring the
magnificent Ruffatti Organ played by John Balka and
James Welch. Soprano Nancy Wait-Kromm adds her
voice to the entire audience in a carol sing-along. 8:30
pm. Davies Symphony Hall, Grove St. and Van Ness
Ave., SF. S11-S19. Tickets/info: 431-5400.

Chorus Director Vance George leads 160 voices
from the SF Symphony Chorus in their
Candlelight Christmas Concert. The program in
cludes a seasonal repertoire of traditional carols
and Renaissance and Baroque works. 8:30 pm.
Davies Symphony Hall, Grove St. & Van Ness
Ave., SF. $15. Tickets: 431-5400.

O

|

A. D E C E M B E R

m m " T THURSDAY

The SF Gay Men’s Chorus appears again tonight
for its traditional Christmas Eve Sing-Along. The
program includes excerpts from their holiday con
cert (see entry under Dec. 19), and the Chorus in
vites audience participation in caroling. 7 pm.
First Congregationalist Church, Post & Mason
Sts., SF. $8. Tickets: 863-8326 or at the door.
.. .Or if you prefer your caroling in a cabaretrestaurant atmosphere, Teddy Bears Lounge hosts
a Christmas Eve Dinner and Sing-Along. No
cover, complimentary champagne. Reservations
are required. 131 Gough St., SF. Res: 621-6766.
Old First Concerts presents its Christmas Eve
Candlelight Concert with a performance by the
Christmas Winds Chorus and Orchestra, under
the direction of Carol Negro. Carols and dances
from Renaissance Europe and a collection of 13thcentury Etruscan monophonic songs celebrating
the Nativity enhance the program. 8 pm. Old First
Church, Van Ness Ave. & Sacramento St., SF. $7
general/$5 students and seniors/$3.50 members.
Tickets: STBS or at the door. Info: 474-1608.
DECEM BER

FRIDAY
Everyone’s invited to G40+ Club’s annual holi
day celebration. Meet some people, have a few
laughs. Beginning at 2 pm. First Unitari
an Church, 1187 Franklin St. (at Geary),
SF. Free. Info: 552-1997.

EVENT The SF Band Foundation hosts its
third annual Christmas Gala and
OF THE Dance-Along
Nutcracker featur
W E E K ing all the groups comprising the
Foundation: Gay Freedom Day Marching Band and
Twirling Corps, Flag Corps, Tap Troupe, Vocal
Minority, and City Swing. Special guests include
Marga Gomez, Danny Williams, Sharon McNight
and Sandy Van. Your tutu’s at the cleaners? No
problem — tutu rentals are available so you can
pirouette the night away. Big-band dancing
follows the concert with City Swing and vocalist
Gail Wilson. 6 pm. GiftCenter Pavilion, 888 Brannan St., SF. $20-$25 reserved/S10-$15 general ad
mission. Tickets: 621-5619 or at Headlines.
York Theatre and the Jewish Film Festival sponsor
a screening of Manfred Kirchheimer’s We WereSo

Invitation to a dance:
Coink Danny Williams
and members of the SF
Band Foundation host a
“Christmas Gala and
Dance Along
Nutcracker.” For details,
see listing for Sunday,

Celebrate Christmas with the Fraternal Order of
Gays when they throw open the doors of FOG
House in Diamond Heights and welcome all to a
Christmas social. Festivities include a buffet din
ner, drinks, gifts and singing. Drop in any time
between 5 and 11 pm. 304 Gold Mine Dr., SF.
$14.
SF FrontRunners sponsor a Christmas Day Run
in Golden Gate Park. Meet at 10 am at McLaren
Lodge at Stanyan & Fell Streets. Info: 647-3227,
337-8704.
■

The Sentinel welcomes submissions of communi
ty and arts events for possible inclusion, as space
permits, in our weekly calendar. The deadline is
eight days (Thursday at 4 pm) or more in advance
of Friday publication. Send items to: Calendar
Editor, San Francisco Sentinel, 500 Hayes Street,
San Francisco, CA 94102.
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SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
STRICTLY PERSONAL

V ISIT HAW AII
If you are a very sexual bo tto m 21-40,
HIV-pos. w ho plans to v is it H aw aii or
w an ts to vis it H aw aii please w rite to
Dave, Box 4488, H ilo, HI. 96720. I’m tall,
nice looking, affectio na te , te st-pos. top.
Safe, o f course. I d o n 't snore, nor have
alco ho l or drug problem s. I'm an easy
g o in g , p le a s a n t G /W /M w h o loves
H aw aii and enjoys com pany of same.
I’m a form er m odel w ho now enjoys the
peace, quiet, sun, surf and m ountains of
H aw aii and enjoys having someone to
cuddle w ith fo r a day, a week, or a
lifetim e. If you are warm, fun, sexual and
a t le a s t f a ir l y " t o g e t h e r " ( w h o ’ s
perfect?), I w ou ld enjoy seeing you in
th is, th e m ost b eau tifu l place on earth.

SEE K IN G C H IC K E N
W M, 40, frien dly, sense of humor,
clean, but passive, very low sexual,
e m o tio n a l, p h y s ic a l energy seeks
sim ila r guy. I need to be alone m ost of
th e tim e but w ould like to get together
o cca sion ally fo r very safe, low key sex.
I like on ly (repeat only) very young
(18-30), th in , sm ooth, clean guys. PO
Box 22201, SF 94122. •________________
H O t C H O C O L A TE !
GWM, 28, seeks hom y young blacks for
fun, sex, massage, com panionship.
N oth ing serious, ju st a good time.
Please leave message at:
JIM
979-5740

S A C R A M E N TO AREA O N LY
GWM, 43, 5*11', 156 #, brown hair and
e y e s , c le a n , s t a b le , n o d r u g s ,
nonsm oker, not In to bar scene, loves
hom e life , seeks sam e fo r com panion
ship, possible relationship. Box 340151,
Sa cra m en toC A 95834._____________ (02)

B E D A R IN G !
Video D ocumentation of your Xm as par
ty s p e c ia l e ve n t, “ p r iv a te ” a f fa ir
anywhere you like, household treasures
fo r insu ra nce v e rific a tio n . M akes a
special g ift fo r y ourself or friends. Call
M ike at 753-0687, personal and con
fide ntia l.______________________________
I need to be provided fo r em otionally
and m aterially. Tommy, Sentinel Box
52B.________________________________
T O U C H O TH E R MEN
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE ON THE
MEN’S TOUCH TONE NETWORK
(415) 681 -LOVE

oy to Tfie W orld. . .
My Personal A d
Has Rim!

MR. N ICE G U Y
I’m a good m an w hose looking for the
same. You’re the typ e guy w ho generally
w ou ldn 't respond to a newpaper ad. This
Is m y firs t ad. I'm looking forw ard to be
ing 4 0 .! have sandy hair w ith blue eyes
and a m edium bu ild o f 150 lbs. I'm happily employed. I love th e rom ance of
holdinu someone close and sharing the
w arm th. I w as diagnosed w ith PCP last
March. I feel w onderful and look fabu
lous. I w ou ld love to be w ith you and have
you as a frien d o r possible lover. Sen
tine l Box 51H.

I
N E E D A BUD DY
To share holidays (age not im portant,
bu t looks count). GWM grad student
locked away fo r semester, ju st set free!
I’m 29, 6 '1 ' , brown/brown, 170 lbs,
h e a lth y /h a n d s o m e , w ith lo ts o f
life/love/interests — go t it all except
lo ts o f money. Let’s have fu n — long
term relatio nsh ip desirable. Letter and
photo to RR, Sentinel Box 51B.

HELP HOMELESS GAYS
35% of S.F. hom eless are Gay. W inter
cloth ing , blankets, sleeping bags and
m oney urgently needed. Please drop off
o r send tax-deductib le donations to Gay
R escue M is s io n , 1080 F o ls o m , SF
94103. Your insp ectio n o f our C om m uni
ty C enter is invited.
863-4882

YO! CHASERS!

Meet a hunk, on th e gay 1 on 1. Rings
u n til connected. $2 + to ll. 415/213
976-3937. 18 + .________________________

Chubby GWM seeks a m edium -built
chaser of q u a lity fo r w hatever devel
ops. I’m 5 '11' , 265 unexercised lbs,
43 years old, brown c urly h a ir (some
gray), frien dly (HI therel), mediumturrlsh, absolutely n o t Into pain, and
horny. You’re 38-50 years, w eight
proportionate to height (please), into
chu bb y guys, fu n c tio n a l d ic k , in
charge In bed, tobacco-free, and hor
ny. Com m itted relationship, shallow
rom p, w hatever. W rite : C ram ped
Resident, Box 156, 2215-R Market
Street, 94114.

T H E E LE C TR O N IC B E A C H H O U S E IS
THE M EN ’S TOUCH TONE NETWORK
___________ (415) 681 LOVE____________
B O D Y BUILDERS
W ho like to get tie d up and experience
e ro tic bondage. I have been tying men
C3 fo r 8 years; respect lim its, discreet,
safe. 638-8007.________________________

A L L N IG H T L O N G
Good looking, w ell hung bodybuilder
w an ts to meet good looking, w ell hung
men (20's-30's) w ho keep in good
p h y s ic a l c o n d i t i o n . P h o to n o t
necessary. Prefer phone number, brief
d e scrip tion and best tim e to reach you.
Sentinel Box 52A.

EAGER C O CK S U CK IN G
BU D DY W A N TED
Handsome, m asculine, warm and sen
sitive prof. — 37, S'S", 155 lbs — w ants
to connect w ith a younger buddy w ho’s
eager to slurp/suck/lick. I’ m healthy,
lu stfu lly affectionate and excessively
horny w ith dark, fu ll beard, deep blue
eyes and hung/thick/cut. I really w ant it
often — you probably do too! Photo
preferred. Sentinel Box 51 A.

San Jose area slim , shy male, 37, 5 ’6",
125#, hard body seeks same for good
tim es. Am in to running, bike riding,
m ovies, s c i-fi. Send phone num ber and
pix if possible to Rokk, PO Box 3455,
Santa Clara, Calif. 95055.

S TR A IG H T MEN
I’m not tall, dark and handsome, but I
give excellent head to s traig ht guys
18-35 w ith good body. Call u n til 11:30
pm, 647-7775 or 282-0081. Ask fo r Dan
ny. Let’s ta lk.

A ttra ctive bottom seeks a ttractive tops
fo r hot, safe a ction. Reply S entinel Box

-

LEAR N T O P LA Y C H ES S !
Tadd
W a g g o n e r,
D ir e c to r
of
Q u icktricks Bridge club, announces a
ten-week series o f fun, low-key begin
n e r's le s s o n s aim e d to w a rd th e
establishim ent of a gay chess club.
Classes to be held at 7 pm, Friday
n ig h ts , b e g in n in g Ja n u a ry 8. at
M etropolitan C om m unity Church, 150
Eureka (between 18th/19th Streets).
Non-smoking, bu t ple nty o f breaks.
Free coffee/cookies. $40. course/$5
lesson. C all Tadd fo r more info:
626-1049
AIDS CURE
IS IT POSSIBLE?
IS TH E R E HOPE?
RESEARCH IS BEING CONDUCTED BY
AN INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC TEAM
ON A SOLUTION TO TH E AIDS
EPIDEMIC. WE ARE NOW RUNNING
TESTS ON A PREVENTIVE SUB
STANCE. FOR LEGAL REASONS WE
ARE UNABLE TO PROMISE A CURE.
HOWEVER, WE ARE NOW IN THE PRO
C E S S O F C O L L E C T IN G D A T A ,
SHOULD OUR TESTS PROVE SUC
CESSFUL. W E N EE D V OLUN TEERS.
COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL. FOR
INFORMATION OR AN APPLICATION,
SEND $1 TO: CONTROL STUDIES, PO
BOX 2195 OREM, UTAH 84057.

Meet Students and Beach boys on the
best gay ponnection. R ings till con
nected. S2 + to ll, 18 + .
41 5/21 3 976-1881

F U N T IM E S

H A ND SO M E BODYBUILDER
W ith H aw aiian/Latin boyish good looks,
sculpted m uscular physique, sm ooth,
dark com plexion, educated, m asculine,
frien dly — seeks attractive, in-shape,
playful bottom and/or verbal m uscle ad
m ire r as playm ate, buddy, po ssibly
lo v e r. (S a fe a c t io n / c o n d o m use ).
B u tch/m uscular charm er m ight even get
to ride th is stud. Respond w ith photo:
2215-R M arket, #284, SF 94114.

SEE K IN G A S IA N S FOR SEX
Are you Aslan? W ant passive oral ac
tion? I’m looking fo r A sians w ho like to
have sex! Open to anything. (No pain!)
S uggestions? Any age. Me: GWM, 34.
1716 Ocean Ave., #76, SF, 94112.

I N C H E S ...
W HY NOT LOSE SOME?
AT: ALWAYS TAN AND TRIM
NO E F F O R T — M O N E Y BA CK
GUARANTEE!
_______________626-8505_______________
RELATION S HIP S
C ounseling/Psychotherapy fo r gay men
e x p e r ie n c in g d i f f ic u l t y s ta r t in g ,
developing or m aintainin g rom antic
relationships. S liding fe e scale. S hort
term counseling available. For info rm a
tio n con ta ct Kevin M iller, MS. 826-8692
MRCC Intern #IR011080.
(51)
O N G O IN G P S YC H O TH E R A P Y GROUP
FO R G AY MEN
W e have openings in a sm all, long
term, pro fessio na lly guided, interactive
group. W ith com passion and support,
w e challenge o ur ow n and each others'
se lf-lim itin g attitud es, feelings and
behaviors. M embers w ork on issues
such as loneliness, sexu ality, s e lf
esteem and grief.
F a cilita tin g Bay Area Gay Men's
G roups fo r 9 years.
M eetings are Thursday evenings,
7:30-10 pm. C all now fo r an interview.
Insurance.
Dave Coopertoerg, MA
431-3220
or
Pedro R o jM , M A
841-9198
EXP ER IE N CE BLISS
Relaxation and wholeness w ith the
transcendental healing energy o f the
R a d ia n c e T e c h n iq u e . P ro m o te s
w ellness on all levels. $25, 60-90
minutes. C ertified. Van Au lt, 864-1362.

Counseling for
Individuals, Couples, Groups
H e a lth /G n e f/S tre s s /F te la to n s h ip s
D ep ressio n /S e lf-E s te e m /A g in g .

Support/Therapy Group:
Gay Men in our 4 0 ’s and 5 0 ’s

H A L S L A TE

m f c c

SF and East Bay (415) 8321254
•MW023205

SMrxj Scat- Fees ’ lnsix-a<x:i

DUE TO TH E HOLIDAYS, CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
IS DEC. 21, MONDAY 5 PM.

Sentinel

C la s s ifie d O r d e r F o rm

M a il to SF S entinel, 500 Hayes St., S F. C A 94102.

861-8100 I

Category:
T e x t:

N a m e :___

METHOD O F PAYMENT:

A d d re s s :.

□ cash

□ check

□ Mastercard/Visa

e c u ___ ,___ -______T_____________

C i t y : _____

_Zip:

State: ___

Expiration date

_______________________

Signature
Personal Policy: SF Sentinel encourages you to place ads that are lively, creative and health-conscious. We reserve the right to
edit or reject any ad whatsoever. Deadline for all classified advertising is noon on the Tuesday prior to publication.
1 _ jT O A D S T A K m o v r o p h o n e _
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COMPUTE YOUR COST:
40 words or less <3 $10.00
Additional words ® .25 each
Subtotal
x _____number ol issuos
Double bold headline $1.00
Borderod ad $1.00
Verification charge lor Personals using
telephone numbers $1.00

SENTINEL BOXES: 1 Month
Will call a $5.00
Forwarded & $10.00
Total Amount

Sexual Techniques
Saliva, natural lubricant, absolutely
necessary for profound oral function
ing; anal sexuality. D on't swallow
saliva. Mari/uana stops saliva. Enemas
relax sexual region, prevent disease,
premature orgasm, impotency. Dirty
colon causes anal tension, warts, rup
tures, ga n gre n e, d e a th : q u ic k ly .
Technical, tmely safe, high pow er sex
uality, must be learned. Free Introduc
tion.

SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS

H O TEL CASA LOMA
600 Fillmore Street
San Francisco
(415) 1)52-7100

ALAM O SQUARE SALOON
— BAR AND RESTAURANT
— NEW MANAGEM ENT
- REMODELLED

PACIFIC H EIG H TS — $475.

Panoramic view
Golden G ate Bridge and Bay
2
bedroom, share with one.
441-6666
E A S T BAY
G W M seeks to share 2 bedroom house,
close to BA R T and bridge to Marin, halfhour drive to city. Deck, garden, W/D,
nicely furnished. $300. 1st, last plus
deposit, plus share utilities.
234-9337

SEEKING A PEACEFUL
HOME TO SHARE

G A Y S H E LTE R
A shared room, all meals and im
mediate work is available now at
the U.S. Mission.
2
Locations
768 O ’Farrell
36 Golden Gate Avenue
O r gaff .
775-5666 or 775-6446

Gay. mature, quiet, sincere male/NO
DRUGS/SMOKE/ seeks a home to share
with considerate person. It you have a
home in the Castro-Dolores-Twin Peaks
area which is asking for a responsible
roommate, give me a call.
(415) 647-7038

R O O M M A TE - W A N T E D
Lrge, sunny 2 bdrm flat w/view
Frpl & Deck dw, w/d $475.00
+ U til. 4 6 9 - 7 6 7 8 ________________

RO O M M ATER S tm
For compatible, trustworthy roomm«t*s'

E A S T BAY • C O N T R A C O S T A
533-9949
S F • S O U TH BAY
553-3836

LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW
Say you saw it in the S e n tin e l

PARTY SERVICES

TYPESETTER
W ANTED
Experienced on Compugraphic Editwrlter 7700 (Of equivalent) preferred
for pari time work at S F Sentinel.
Call Am y M on-Thurs at 861-8100.

B A R TE N D IN G & C A TE R IN G
HARRY GEO R GESO N
Days 750-5651
Eves 387-6689

SALES/W RITER/COUNSELOR
For a National Resume Service. Must
have PR and typing ability. T o $35K.
626-1611
C L IE N T A D V O C A TE
G ay victim's assistance and anti
violence organization has an oppor
tunity for the position of client ad
vocate. Candidate should have 2
years experience in case manage
ment. Strong writing/verbal skills as
well as ability to advocate and
counsel victim. Familiarity with the
criminal justice system Is a plus.
Compensation: $18,000 ♦ /year plus
be n e fits. Resum e/cover letter/3
r e f e re n c e s to : R a n d y S h e ll,
CUAV-514 Castro St S F 94114.

E X E C U TIV E DIR E CTO R
C o m m u n it y
U n it e d
A g a in s t
Violence, a gay victims' assistance
and anti-violence organization has
an opportunity for the position of
director The successful candidate
should have: a minimum 3-5 years
experience In fund-raising, grantwriting, demonstrate the ability to
organize and effectively manage
staff and to implement policies
adopted by the board of directors.
Resumes to K. Alexander. Suite 317,
2261 Market St. S F. C A 94114.

FOR SALE

M AN A G EM EN T
Marketing/field rep for S F area 6 unit
pizza franchise. Flexible hours, some
eves & weekends required. Need C o l
lege degree Spanish bilingual and
m arketing experience useful. N o
p re v io u s re s ta u ra n t e x p e rie n c e
necessary Non-smoking environment
Yearly salary $18,200.00. full benefits
and company vehicle.
Call Monday and Thursday O N L Y bet
ween 10-2 pm,
MR. W ILCO X
566-3706

"A T T N ! S U G A R D AD D YS "
tdeai Christmas gift tor your loving
"so n" — 1965 Blue T Bird. Excellent
condition, classic — Holiday special
$3,595.00 1979 Ca d runs super, mint
condition. $8,995 00 (negotiable)
(415) 474-6669

TH E CH INESE TEA
EXPERIENCE
How to brew and enjoy our gourmet
Chinese tees fully described In 20-page
catalog — send $1, refundable on tea
purchase
M AD AM E C H U N G F IN E S T TEAS .
Dept 2. PO Box 597871.
Chicago, IL 60659

C o n tin u e d o n n e x t p a g e

IT’S YOUR
FANTASY

F u rn is h e d R o o m

Private home
Hayes Valley
Phone, color TV
w a sh e rd ry e '
Use o l all
ele ciric Kitchen
821-3330

Bunkhouse
Apts.
O ffic e : 419 Iv y Street
San Francisco
M on.-F ri. 1-6 P M
Com m ercial Space
Available for Retail
$600 — 1 Bedroom, 410 Ivy, #17
A E K and W/W carpeting, tiled kit
chen and bath, southern exposure.
Unique.
$600 — 1 Bedroom, 514 Hayes, #3
W/W carpeting, curtains and
shades, quiet secure building.
$550 — 1 Bedroom, 419 Ivy, #4D
A E K and W/W carpeting, tiled kit
chen and bath, curtains and
shades.
$550 — Studio, 554 Hayes. #5
W/W carpeting, fireplace, great
southern exposure.
$500 — Studio, 501 Octavla #3
W/W carpeting, curtains and
shades, quiet secure building.
Stove, refrigerator inclu d e d . C able
ready. First and last months rents re
quired. No deposits. Must be employed.

863-6262
AN N O U N C IN G

976LAD5
M ESSAGE N ETW O R K
• The intelligent way to
meet new buddies.
• 24 hour service.
■■Messages change 3
tim es a day.
•Your personal
message FREE

c)1986 RA M R O D PRODUCTIONS

FORA
R EVEALING 8" x 10"
FUN PAK OF FIVE
FAB U LO U S G U YS
S e n d $10.00 p lu s 65C t a i to
R a m ro d E n te rp rise s
211 B ro a d w a y , Suite 118
S a nta M o n ica . C A 90401
o r |uat w rite to D ic k a n d get

AN A U TO G R APH ED
PHOTO...FREE!
A service charge ol S2.00 w ill be billed to your
telephone. No credit card$ necessary. You must
be al least 18 years ol age to place this call.
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GIRTH 8c MIRTH

C o n tin u e d fro m p r t l o u n paga

Are you a boring hypochondriac? Has
your loved one wised up and left you-’
Are you in despair, tired of living or
simply another obnoxious spoiled brat
trying to get attention? Then Dial:

FIN ANCIAL
PROBLEM S?

(000) 976 -SELF
En|oy the tiresome conversation ol
other irritating miscreants like yourself
>9000. plus toll. Must be over 8S

FREE INITIAL CO N S ULTATIO N
W ITH EXPERIENCED ATTO R N EY

8640449
MMter H Weteaa Law Q W c w

W ANT VISAI
MASTERCARD?
For select list o* banks/institutions that
a p p ro v e 9 3 %
o f a p p lic a t io n s
regardless of income or past credit
send $3 and S ASE to: Wynne, 878 14th
St., #304, San Francisco, California
94114

BOOKKEEPING/
INCOM E TAX

“My girlfriends gone and I’m horny.”

PE R S O N ALIZED B O O K E E P IN G &
TAX S ER V ICE F O R T H E SM ALL
BUS IN ES S W H Y PAY M O RE F O R A
C P A W H E N Y O U D O N 'T N EE D
O N E.

552-2721_________

PHONE TALK
Meet Students and Beach boys on the
best gay connection. Rings tilt con
nected. $2 ♦ toll. 18 ♦
j________ 415.’?13 076 188*_______
Meet a hunk, on the gay 1 on 1. Rings
until connected. $2 ♦ toll. 415/2K
976-3937. 16 +______________ •__________
F O R MURD ER
This clown flagrantly stabbed to death
his wife and her alleged lover In front ol
more than fifty witnesses Reward for
information leading to his arrest anc
c o n v ic tio n Arm e d and extrem ely
dangerous (to your eardrums, if nothing
else) Sentinel Box 200

HERI THE STYLIST
Potrero Hill • Fri & Sat
Ladies and older men welcome

621-2605

MEN CALL NOW!
LIVE TALK LINE

San F ra n c is c o ’s

Call 976-RODS

Talk with up to 5 other
g u ys all at once.

CALL NOW (415) 976-1221

T W O D O L L A R S P L U S T O L L . IF A N Y C A L L E R S M U S T B E 18 O R O V E R

V 75 charge plus toll is any

F R E E I

G u a r a n te e d

C o n n e c t io n

2 4

h o u rs

a

d a y .

DIAL
m976-LOAD
The number
siiyf il
>
/IA > A\
%

(

4 1 5 391-6655

A different
homy hunk
every time
you call.

)

Great Looking Guys. If bu sy call

1415) 976-M A T C H (9 7 6 -6 2 8 2 )

5 5 <t p lu s toll, if a n y

L

s.'

I’l.i s mu. ii

t.\r.

M i l 1 .1 N O X I.Y .
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VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

MANY THANKS
Sylvie Malich

LIBRARY A S S IS TA N T
The Sentinel library is the only such
facility among the lesbian/gay press in
America. W e are in the process of com 
piling and indexing the 13 years of our
publishng history to provide our news
staff and our com munity an invaluable
resource.
If you're good at organizing with an eye
for detail and would like to help with
this important project (4-5 hours a
week), please contact Keith Clark at
861-8100.

N ILSS O N G A R D E N S INC.
Has your back yard fallen onto rough
times? Is it overgrown with weeds? Fill
ed with refuse? Then call the Nilsson
Sisters. W e will turn your backyard into
gardens that even Wotan, Fricka and
their brat (whet's that screeming kids
name?) would be right proud to have at
their country cabin, Valhalla. Sentinel
Box 200.

AUDIO & VIDEO
SERVICES
VID E O H O LID A Y G R EE TIN G
It's not too late to send personal video
greetings to friends and loved ones, if
you can't be with them this holiday
You star, we produce. Send this unique
gift/they'll love it. (PW As free)
652-6603

2 5 D IF F E R E N T 6 0 -M IN U T E
J/0 V ID E O TA P E S

the cult of Isis
experienced in em b a lm in g
y unemployed pending lawsuit
lious discrimination. Best of

t a n c f m d t o tap* fro m priva te
film collection D o z e n s o f h u n k y
y o u n g m od e ls, h u g e e q u ip m e n t,
g reat blastoffs e ve ry 5 or 6 minutes!
G oo d im age, good color, so ft rock
music. A ll safe sex! Let these videos
o n y o u r V C R b ecom e yo u r favorite
h o m e c om p a n io n ! S o r ry , n o b ro 
c hu re s o r stias o n theee. B u t look
in to this bargain collection. Ea ch
$24.95 plus ta x. V H S In stock. B e ta
m ade u p o n order. A s k fo r Adonis
Cockplay sense. A D O N IS V C JE Q 369
Ellis, S a n F ra n c is c o 94102 (415)
4 7 4 6 9 9 5 . O p e n N oon - 6 p m daily
U pstairs o ve r Circle J Cinem a See
Hal Call. M/C-Visa O K

Tha nk you for being so special.
Tha nk you for all the little
‘ ‘extras” that have made m y
job so much easier. Tha nk you
. for being so sweet, kind and
caring. Most of all, thank you
for being you. Good luck on
your next job, but you w o n ’t
need that,'you’re too good. I
will miss you.

S END C H E C K OR
MONEY O R DER TO:

B ob Reed

UPKEEP AND
RENOVATIONS
RON M acNEAL
THE HANDYMAN

626-7632

C LE A N IN G
BY
RICK
R easonable R ales
Rick Schultz
(415) 346-4364

Whiskers has a lot ol
love to g ive -a n d he's free
to an older person.
Th e San Francisco
SPCA Pets and Older
People Program unites
people over 60 with
homeless pets free of
charge.
An older person
with time and love
to share. A lifelong
companion like
Whiskers. Th e per
fect match.

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES
GAY
TELEPHONE
B U L L E T IN B O A R D
INSTANTLY UPDATED
LEAVE ADULT
MESSAGES
SEE IF THERE'S ONE
FOR YOU

(415) 976-6677
$2 00 Plus Toll If A n y

h * m m - information i imlat I

__

T h e S an F ra n c isc o S

l v A

2 50016th Street, San Francisco, CA94103.415-554-3000

C o n tin u e d o n page 37

WOMAN TO WOMAN

(415)

976-HERS

A t last, a h o t n e w fa n ta s y line d e s ig n e d fo r G a y
w o m e n .D ia l 9 7 6-4 37 7 a n d h ear erotic tales of hot
lesbian a ctio n m a k in g y o u r w ild e st d re a m s c o m e
true. C rea ted fo r w o m e n b y w o m e n .
It’s fo r y o u .
J u s t re m e m b e r

976-HERS

M u s t b e 18 y e a rs o ld to call. $2.00 + tolls if any.
San Francisco Sentinel • December 18, 1987
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MOVING AND
HAULING

M A S SA G E TH E R A P Y
Goodlooking young guy rubs you the
right way; head to toe. back and front,
top to bottom, and everything in be
tween. Special day rates, available eve
nings also. Call:
JJ.
97*8740___________

C o n tin u e d fro m p a g e 3 5

TH IN K BIG
“ Danish Built”
6 ', 180#
B lue eyed, M a s c u lin e b eauty
H a rd C h ise le d B o dy
H u n g , Ta ntalizin g 9 "

TR IP T O E C S TA S Y )
Come to my massage! Full body —
• buns & legs my specialty! Hot man 6',
160#, Br/Br, moust. Call Russ anytime.
In/out $40/50, add $5.00 for VISA/MC.
• 647-0944. Try me!____________________
• C A S TR O M A S SA G E •
Young handsome student with magic
fingers. 90 minutes you'll never forget.
$45 Body Electric Certified
M O V IN G — D E L I V E R Y
H A U L IN G

F ast and e ffic ie n t
reasonable rates
D A V ID

821-2691

VISA • M A S TE R C H A R G E

LO W E S T LEG A L R ATES
HOUSEHOLD • OFFICE
MOVING & STORAGE

5 6 7 -6 1 6 6
DELIVER Y, H A U LIN G
A N D S M A LL M O VES
Low rates
Careful and Dependable.
References.
JASON 8 2 1 -3 5 74

M A SSA G E
B L O N D E C A N A D IA N

eSSS
(41#*

S p e c ia lis ts in
o ffic e & h o u s e h o ld s
L ic e n s e d & In s u re d
C A L. T

# 142874

H O RST 931-0309
H O T & H A IR Y

SAN M A TEO
$40.
.E R I C
570-5216
DO YO U N EED TO BE
TO UCH ED ?

ALEX

“ W h e n y o u h a v e to
b e s u re th a t y o u r m o v e
is r ig h t "

Blonde/Blue Eyed Yng Man
Mascu. Hard Tan Body
Full Nude Erotic Massage
RON

775-7057
45/In 60/ou t

A F TE R N O O N M ASSAG E
Castro location. By a fit man for a fit
man.
CH R ISTO P HER
_______________ 431-2830________________
-•EROTIC M A S SA G E ►
Hard working — Good looking — Stress
reducing — Safe — Perfect for men on
the go. 1st class, clean apartment,
fireplace, loving hands to revitalize
mind, body, spirit. 5'11 *, 160 lbs., brown,
green, smooth, uncut.
Jo e 346-2921 9-5
For Men Only

N u d e Ero tic M a ssag e
$50 In • $70 O u t
F rie n d ly & F u n M an

Full body massage for pleasure and
relaxation by hot and hairy male.
(415)258-1619

W hy not call me and enjoy the deepest,
most sensual massage in town? 5
years experience. In or out, anytime!

Photo by Reno

Extra Handsome,
Always a Top Man

TR AVER SAB LE, Q U IE S C E N T
A G GR IEVIOUS, M ASSAG E
By hot, hunky, youthful, athletic BB
Russian Bear Extremely handsome
My special technique: you are frozen In
a block of ice, I crack It open with
Karate chops. You’ll be so relaxed, you
won't walk for years. Voted MR.
KREM LIN of 1987 Sentinel Box 200

861-1362

Enjoy the nurturing and revitalizing ef
fect of touch through this form of tradi
tional Japanese bodywork. AM M A uses
no oils, can be done clothed, and is ef
fective In reducing physical and emo
tional stress. Treat yourself! Certified,
non-sexual
75 minutes $20
JO H N
626-1569

W A N N A M ELT?
The hands of an angel In the heart of the
Castro. A superb Swedlsh/Esalen oil
massage plus chakra balancing. Gift
certificates available. Certified. 18th
and Noe.
JIM
A N A TU R A L MAN
G ives an erotic massage. Handsome,
masculine, hung and healthy. Strong
but sensitive. Andy, 24 hrs. 864-6097

L O V IN G M A S S A G E
G e n e W illia m s
921-5177

RELAX IN C LA SS
A RELAXING M ASSAGE
by a handsome, masculine blonde
6', 190, beautifully nude
muscular body, summer tan
Firm, Erotic Swedish Massage
Maaaage Lotion & Table, Hard to Beal It

S O M E TH IN G SPECIAL
Take the time to pamper yourself with a
massage which is both relaxing and
therapeutic 75 minutes of individualized
attention in an environment designed
specifically tor massage using soothing
music, warmth and positive energy
Haight location. Enjoy benefits that go
beyond the moment Only $30 00

*$ 2 5 -H o t A thlete. H ung n ic e *
» B ill 441-1054 M assage, etc. ★

EXQUISITE M ASSAGE
I’m a c e rtifie d , experienced, pro
fe ssio n a l and an in s tru c to r at the
Body E lectric M assage School. I
GIVE EXQUISITE MASSAGE! Sen
sual. R elaxing. N urturing.

Charlie

>21-7607

$ 40 ln/$55 O u t 75 m in .

PULL B O D Y M A S S A G E *
D o n e b y e x p e r ie n c e d M a s s a g e
Therapist in Oakland Call after 4:30 pm
Fees: $25/hr. $35/1 ’/« hrs.
MARK
261-3319

Mike 931-0149 24 hrs

fotol or Romontk Attraction

S E N S U A L PLUS!
nude professional
Deep Muscle w/oll
Swedish/Reflexology
29. A T TR A C TIV E
JO H N
881-0843
C H R ISTM A S -H O LID A Y M ASSAG E
The best masage of your life by profes
sional, certified masseur, seven years
experience. Sensitive, carlna. verv
handsome hunk relaxes your body — .
mind — spirit. Specializes in d
hot-oll Swedish massage. A Christmas
gift to yourself! Castro area. 9 am-9 pm,
weekdays and weekends.
W ILLIAM
626-8210 PW As welcome

HflVC FUN
Great Nude Massage
I om o V-Hondsome Nonk Mon
Swimmer, 68 8 " Cut Blonde/8lu
6 ' 185 6speaoHv Like Smol.
Cute flskm & lotin Vng Men,
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EXC EP TIO N ALLY
H AN DSOM E
C o n tin u e d fro m p re v io u s p a g e
DR EAM M A S SA G E

H ung 9 ', bisexu al, ex c e p tio n a l
ly handsom e, m uscu la r, speedo
tan, blo nd/blu. A re you a young
A sia n o r L a tin guy, sen sitive
and nice? I have a s pe cial rate
fo r vou
RON

931-3263

A T H L E T IC M ALE
Masculine male available for Swedish
E s a le n m a s s a g e . E v e n in g s and
weekends. Out only.
TOM
431-2830
F O R Y O U R W E LL-B E IN G
• Ionic Bath
• Reiki/Energy Balancing
• Acupressure
• Swedish/Esalen
$30/90 min. Session

TOM
ADVENTURESOME
Built tig h t, m uscular & hung.
Very friendly gentlemen
over 3 0 preferred.
Sensual massage in the buff.
$ 40 in $ 60 o ut

2 4 hrs.

567-4572

Masseur, straight appearance.
Professional, clean-cut young man, 30.
athletic. I will massage you in the nude
on m y massage table for 1 hr.
$35/ln, $45/Out

NICK

771-6731

MODELS &
ESCORTS

V E R Y S P E C IA L A L L D A Y o r
A LL E V E N IN G R A TE S
R IC H A R D O F S .F . 821-3457

RICHARD

O F S A N F R A N C IS C O

(415)821-3457'

REMEMBER TO G IFT
YOURSELF

LEATHERM AN

Revitalizing bodywork by skilled,
loving, athletic masseur. From the
sensuality of S w edish to the
meditation of acupressure, I help
you to experience the vitality that Is
your birthright. W hen you want
m assage
w it h
fe e lin g
—
Q LE N N
841-8753
______________ Berkeley______________

A man really into the scene! Expert
B 4 D — S/M. Your fantasy — my
talent. T w o playrooms — one South
of Market — other East Bay. Lots of
equipm ent. Hoo d s, ropes, gags,
leather stralght)acket, handcuffs,
chains, leg Irons & lots more. RCA
C a m c o r d e r a v a ila b le , s la v e

MIKE
Offers a 70 minute*oil massage in the
nude. Plus a complete erotic ending.
Handsome, masculine with a beautiful
athletic build. 6', 165, 34 years, ex
perienced and friendly, all ages
welcome.
$45 IN, $60 OU T.
863-6947
O N E O F LIFE ’S REW ARDS
A h e a lin g m a s sa g e b len d in g
strength and sensitivity. I am a cer
tified Swedish/Shiatsu bodyworker
with an intuitive and nurturing
touch. My style combines gentle
and deep work in a flowing
massage to release tension, ease
discomfort and balance energy.
90 minutes, $35. Castro location
DAVID BLUM BERG
______________ SS& 7 3 ______________
F U LL B O D Y M AS SAG E
Enjoy a relaxing, therapeutic massage
from a trained, mature professional. I
am certified in several types of
massage and use a combination for a
fantastic feeling. $30. Call Roy, 8 am to
10 pm at 621-1302.

VIRILE SEXY ITALIAN
Hot, handsome, rockhard muscles &
athletic legs Versatile, healthy, very
defined, tan Marine type
A N Y TIM E, N O BS.
DAN (415)753-8604

CO VER MAN
S co tt 26 5 10 160 lbs. 44 X .
(Hairy*. 30 W. B ro *n Hair

Green Eyes. Available 24 hrs
S F, East Bay South Bay

R IC H A R D O FS .F.
FIRST & FOREMOST
SINCE 1968 WITH
SAN FRANCISCO S FINEST

M A LE M O D E LS
& C O M P A N IO N S
M A LE STRIPPERS
PRIVATE OR B US IN ES S
S TA N D A R D R A TES
H O UR . DAY. OR W EEK
Mode's Available Around Town
' or Around tne

Travelers ChecKs and
In C itf Personal Chech:
with proper ID are OK
Our Models & Companions
are Screened tor your
Health Security and
Peace ot Mind so

STAY HEALTHY WITH

RICHARD

O F S A N F R A N C IS C O

(4151821-3457
Ap p lic a n ts Needed
M u s t B e E xc e p tio n a l

821 3457

H U N K Y SW ED
Hairy, masc., hung, big hangers 6 3 "
195 lbs., bln/blu, round the clock action
883-0252

• College Jock •
Luke: W arm , sincere,
friendly, e n g a g in g sm ile
24 H o urs W e ekends

Richard ofS.F.

TH R U T H IC K O R T H IN
Bi-guy "M ac Evans" super p om star
with two handfuls of a big thick 9*. 8*
around and full low hangers. Always on
top with 90V. repeats! (415) 821-1260
. . . It's thick that's preferable!
(52)

H O T BLA C K M OD ELS
R IC H A R D O F S .F . 821 3457
M irro red bo rd -a ssa ge in a garagemaster sulte-workout-playroom: strong,
gentle, deep, sensuous touching, nonoil massage by Norv, handsome BB. 50,
In Davis. Call 8-9 am or pm. Second BB
25, when available, add $20. (916)
7564120.

821 3457

OAKLAND PHALLIC
WORSHIP
C um pray w ith me
G entle Top, Safe
30. 5 '5 *. 136, hairy, hung

MARK

444-3204

B E S T B U N S IN T O W N
DREW 29. 5 '1 0 '. Sm ooth Body
EVES/WEEKENDS

R IC H A R D O F S .F .

821-3457

S.J. QUALITY ESCORTS
It's fantasy time In San Jose. Try Ex
ecutive Escorts; you won't be sorry. Top
quality at reasonable rates. Take advan
tage of our opening day offers

(408) 249-5224

I

L A Y

B A C K

FRENCH PASSIVE

8 % E X T R A TH IC K CUT
H andiom *. C lM n -S h a v* n
Boyish Good Looks
r r , 160. 2 8 yr«.

M IK E

664-2057

PBfM 896-7816 l«m«r your phon* II
forcaMaci

THE LOADING
ZONE

080*1313
ME
ONE OH ONE
PRIVATE CONVERSATION
SHARE YOUR FANTASIES
YOU

MAKE THE CONNECTION
415 • 213 • 818

976-8855
S2T00 + toll, if any. Must be over 18.
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MOKE THAN A
GAY BULLETIN BOAKI)

A

DISCREET WAY
TO MEET

THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE

SHARE SOME
SWEAT WITH
UP TO 8
OTHER
MEN

LEA TH ER • BAD • DAODYS
UNIFORMS • BIKERS
M ASTERS • SLAVES
TRUCKERS
A

and try our HEAVY-ACTION CONNECTION in Chicago

$2 PLUS T O U .JF ANY.

312-855-1951, -1952 or -1953

PHOTO: D R U M M B I^

1 8 + ONLY.

»
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)< N

NOW MORE
THAN EVER!
THREE M IN U T ES OF U N 
C E N SO R ED C O N V E R SA T IO N
WITH UP TO SIX G A Y M EN
C A L L IN G AT R A N D O M . FULFILL
YOU R FANTASIES, M A K E
C O N N EC T IO N S, TALK, LISTEN
OR ROMANCE
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