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TOM WADDELL
O L Y M"p TA N
by George M endenhall and David M. Low e

A s a young man, Tom Waddell
dreamed of becoming a dancer.
JIt was only the fear of being
stereotyped as a homosexual that
prevented him from realizing that
dream. Instead, he chose to pursue
careers as an athlete and as a physi
cian. 1mhis efforts he reached heights
many athletes only dream of — a
decathlon Olympian, competing in the
19 6 8 Mexico City Olympics.
He was a man of deep convictions
who achieved eminence and stature by
simply being himself. He was an em
bracer — a person who liked to touch
and whose warmth exuded from his
personality.
He was a father who shared his love with Sara Lewinstein and conceived
a child, Jessica, who was the deepest joy of his life.
He was a pioneer who brought his visions to fruition with the founding of
the Gay Olympic Games in 1982.
He was a fighter who challenged the International and United States
Olympic Committees all the way to the United States Supreme Court.
Last Saturday, July 11,1987, in the early morning peace of his own
home in San Francisco, Tom Waddell died of AIDS at age 49.
Continued on page 8
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Week At A Glance . . .29
%

JOIN OUR TEAM . . . $20 A MONTH!

That's a ll it costs to b e lo n g to the finest m en's fitness ce n te r in S a n Fran cisco .
W e 'v e b e en g etting guys in shap e for n e a rly 12 years. O u r fa cility is fully
e q u ip p e d w ith a co m p le te free w e ig h t gym a n d 21 le ath e r upholstered
N au tilu s m achines. L o c k e r room facilitie s in c lu d e show ers, steam room and
sauna. W e e v e n p ro v id e p u re d rin k in g w ater for ou r m em bers d u rin g their
workouts. S u n ta n n in g beds, health supplem ents, an d massage a re a v a ila b le
at extra ch a rg e.
Total cost to start y o u r m em b ership is o n ly $129. Th is in clu d e s $99 an n u a l fee;
$10 co m p u te r set-up fee; an d $20 first month dues.
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WE DO IT BETTER

San Francisco

Molinari
Bandwagon
Loses a Wheel
by Bob Marshall
The one who gets the most votes isn’t always the winner.
Despite the widely-held assumption that Supervisor John
Molinari was a shoo-in for the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian/Gay
Democratic Club’s endorsement, supporters of Assembly
man Art Agnos’ bid for mayor managed to block a firstround Molinari nomination.
Molinari received 270 of the 508
votes cast Monday night, just short of
the 305 needed for the endorsement.
Agnos was far behind with 206 votes.
Twenty members favored no endorse
ment at all, City Attorney Louise Renne
received 11 votes, and former City
Chief Executive Roger Boas just one.
Although Molinari emerged from the
Monday night meeting with 53 percent
of the endorsement votes, a clear ma
jority, Agnos supporters claimed vic
tory in slowing the progress of the
Molinari bandwagon.
“ I think we dearly have the momen
tum.’’ said Agnos press secretary Scott
Shafer. “ As people start to look more
clearly at the candidates, both

historically and as they arc today, more
and more will see An Agnos as their
candidate for mayor. The fight for the
club’s heart and mind is still open.’’
Shafer also cited Agnos’ warm recep
tion later in the meetingas an indication
of a shift in suppon.
"The people who were just there to
vote had already left.” said Shafer.
"What that tells us is the people who
are dedicated to the principles on which
the club was founded have an affinity
for An Agnos. .and that affinity has
been re-kindled.”
“ Jack (Molinari] was clearly the win
ner tonight.” countered supporter
Allen White. “ He got 53 percent of the
vote, and it only takes a simple majority

to win the election in November,” com
pared to the 60 percent figure required
for the Toklas club nomination.
"Molinari will also do better than
Agnos in the more moderate parts of
the city, so I think he’ll draw an even
larger percentage of the vote in
November.”
According to club president Roberto
Esteves, if one candidate fails to capture
60 percent of the initial vote, a runoff
election between the top two votegetters is “ traditionally” held at the
next meeting. But after the bitter strug
gles with the club’s upper echelons
during the last few weeks, it remains to
be seen if the Alice traditions will carry
on.
"Alice” is the largest Democratic
political club in the state, and with a
large, diverse membership, its endorse
ment vote usually provides a fairly ac
curate indication of the result of up
coming city elections. Add to that a
doubling of the club's membership in
the past two months as Molinari and
Agnos supporters joined to cast votes
for their candidates, whispered (and
sometimes shouted) allegations of votebuying on both sides, and charges of
Republicans in Democrats’ clothing,
and you have a three-ring political cir
cus.
The nomination process has been
closely watched throughout the city’s
mainstream press, who were treated to
quite a show Monday night.
Ballot security for the Monday night
vote was the tightest in Alice history.
"We looked at every possible way

Supervisor John Molinari casts his ballot at Monday night's endorsement
meeting of the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian/Gay Democratic Club.

C ontinued on page 10

Littlejohn Fired
by Civil Service
by George Mendenhall
Sheriff Mike Hennessey has terminated the employment of a
gay deputy, Sgt. Larry Littlejohn, following an unfavorable
ruling from a Civil Service hearing officer. The sheriff had
sought to end the deputy’s ten-year career after Littlejohn was
arrested on March 17 and charged him with pandering
(assisting a person in the act of prostitution) because of his
placing ads for a male model in a gay newspaper. Littlejohn
admitted that he had helped place the ads but only as a friendly
gesture. He was supported by the model involved, Craig
Reichardt.

Assemblyman Art Agnos speaks with workers at the opening of bis campaign headquarters last Saturday. A crowd of
several hundred gathered at 666 Mission Street to hear from the mayoral candidate and sign up to do volunteer work on
his behalf.

Chron’s Con on Agnos
by Charles Linebarger
“ State Finance Reports Agnos Statements Omitted
$325,000,” went the headline in theSa/t Francisco Chronicle
on Tuesday, July 14. The story following painted a picture of
financial non-disclosures to a state watchdog agency that ap
peared calculated and underhanded. However, wExaminer
story on the same day seemed to deflate the Chronicle’s
charges considerably. And a call to the watchdog agency itself
raised a new question — why the Chronicle story had ap
peared at all.
"Assemblyman Art Agnos has failed
to report to the state’s political watch
dog agency more than $325,000 in in
come he earned during the past
decade, the Chronicle has learned,”
went the lead in the Chron’s story by
Dave Fanell.
However, in the Examiner's story

by John Jacobs and Phillip Matier that
appeared on the same day, the two re
porters quoted Agnos’ attorney Vigo
Neilson, Jr., as saying of the purported
scandal, “ The $325,000 is grossly
misleading and would imply gross
misdoings that are absolutely untrue. If
anyone understood these laws and

looked at [his) reports, they would
haye seen what he invested in and
wfiat he earned his money on. But a
technical expert would see that they
were filed on the wrong (disclosure)
schedules.”
Sandra Michioku of the Fair Poli
tical Practices Commission (FPPC)
was quoted in the Chronicle story.
Michioku agreed to talk to thcSenlinel
about Agnos’ financial disclosure pro
blems. Said Michioku, “ The Commis
sion in mid-June asked the
assemblyman to clarify some of his
transactions because he appeared not
to understand what he needed to dis
close.”
“ In the past,” said Michioku,
“ technical errors such as this have not
C ontinued on page 11

“ We expect high standards from
deputies," Hennessey explained,
“ and we will not tolerate unlawful
conduct. We felt it was necessary to
turn this matter over to Civil Service
for a hearing. I am not happy with this
— but I am not happy with
Littlejohn’s conduct."
Earlier, Hennessey said that he was
concerned about Littlejohn being cited
during a search.of his home with pos
session of less than an ounce of mari
juana. However, the sheriffs attorney
said he did not think that charge was
serious during the hearing and concen-’
(rated on Littlejohn having placed the
ads.
Hennessey said he was “ more con
cerned about his assisting a party that
was involved in prostitution activity.”
When told that this charge had never
been proved in court, the sheriff said
the hearing officer made the ruling.
Hearing Officer William Riker wrote
that the charges were supported “ by a
preponderance of evidence.” Hennes
sey stated that Civil Service is not
bound by court actions but only by
whether there was misconduct under
its regulations.
Gay police officer Woody Tenant of
the vice squad led the investigation in
to Littlejohn’s placement of the ads.
Officers contacted model Reichardt

and met him in a room at the Down
town Ramada Inn used by plainclothes
officers. They claimed that the model
agreed to an act of prostitution and
then implicated Littlejohn.
Within an hour, Littlejohn had his
residence searched and less than an
ounce of marijuana was found. The
deputy was arrested and charged with
pandering and cited for possession.
However, the model did not appear at
a preliminary hearing and charges
were dismissed.
Littlejohn had been critical of Hen
nessey’s management of the depart
ment and had been known to be part of
an effort to find a substantial can
didate to oppose the sheriff in his reelection campaign. When questioned
about his political motive, Hennessey
denied there was any. He said that in
his seven years as a sheriff he had
dismissed thirty officers for miscon
duct — including one who was one of
his strongest political supporters.
Littlejohn had contended that he
told the model he could mutually
masturbate with clients — but not
touch. Attorney Dick Gayer testified
at the hearing as an expert on the gay
lifestyle. He said he had observed stage
entertainers and audience members
masturbating in gay adult theatres.
C ontinued on page 10
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Missouri Sails

Towards Supes
by Charles Linebarger
The San Francisco Human Rights Commission took tough
action to protect gays and lesbians from discrimination last
week. It voted 9-1 to request the Board of Supervisors to
amend the city’s agreement with the Navy covering the
homeporting of theMissouri to prohibit discrimination “ on
the grounds o f.. .sexual orientation or disability including
AIDS/AIDS Related Condition in employment.”
However, even tougher was the
Commission’s request that the super
visors amend the agreement to de
mand the military issue new rules
"stating that consensual, noncommerical homosexual activity be
tween adults is not ‘sexual miscon
duct’ with which the Department of
Defense will concern itself— ’’
The Board of Supervisors acted bn
July 14 to approve wording presented
by Supervisor Harry Britt which would
prohibit discrimination in jobs created
by homeporting thc Missouri here but
would not demand the military to alter
its policies against gays and lesbians
around the country.
“ That condition was the whole ball
game," charged Agnos. “ The Navy
says they don’t discriminate, that they
admit they treat gay people unequally,
but they don’t think that’s discimination. They think it’s rational to believe
that gay people are likely to become
traitors, and therefore they need to be
put through a year-long investigation
that they don’t put heterosexuals
through."
Continued Agnos, “ Any wordingthat j
fails to confront the real homophobia i
is a sell-out."
|
Britt aide Dana Van Gorder re
acted vitriolically to the Agnos
charges. “ Why doesn’t he |Agnos| get
the god-damned legislature of the state
of California to do that, and he won’t,
because he knows the state of Califor

nia can’t do it, either. We cannot tell
the Navy what it can do all over the
United States in that Memorandum of
Understanding."
Ron Smith, head of Supervisor John
Molinari’s mayoral campaign, spoke
for Molinari on the Missouri issue.
"He |Molinari| will not support the
homeporting of the Missouri, unless
the Memorandum of Understanding is
amended to include that there will be
no discrimination on the basis of sex
ual orientation.”
Another campaign aide to Molinari,
Dennis Collins, agreed with Van
Gorder on the Agnos charges. “ Un
fortunately, the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors doesn't have the
authority to tell the United States
Navy what its regulations must be.”
The Board of Supervisors will again
deal with the Missouri on July 22
when a joint session of the Finance and
Land Use Committees will meet to
look at the Memorandum of
Understanding between the city and
the Navy.
Said Agnos of that meeting, "More
evidence will be presented with a demand that the city not give away tax
dollars and wink at discrimination. If
San Francisco can’t stand up for
what’s right, then it’s not going to hap
pen in any city in this country. I think
it will be very difficult for any super
visor to defend homophobia.”
■

For the first time in its history the Friends of the Human Rights Commission has honored a lesbian and a gay man for
their outstanding contributions to the city. The FHRC’s 1987 Human Rights Award for Community went to Ignore
Chinn (1) for organizing and directing the Women’s Blood Drive for AIDS/ARC patients, sponsored by the Harvey Milk
Lesbian/Gay Democratic Club. The 1987 Human Rights Award for Business went to Arthur Lazere (r) for successfully
challenging discrimination by corporate employers and winning support for lesbian/gay concerns as president of the Golden
Gate Business Association.

Gerry Parker

Legacy of
a ‘Thorny’ Fighter
by George Mendenhall
“ There are many things we would rather not discuss, things
we don’t want to deal with. He fought to the end to remind
us. While he was a thorn in everybody’s side, we need thorns.
It is the thorns that make us move.”
Lesbian activist Priscilla Alexander
so reacted this week to the death of an
often cantankerous personality who
made his impact on the gay liberation

movement — Gerry Parker. The ac
tivist died from AIDS, 9:30 Friday
night at Kaiser Hospital. Private in
his personal life but very public in his
political views, Parker was observed
crying only once since he contracted
AIDS — when he recently could not
maneuver off the side of his bed to at
tend a gay rights demonstration.
Parker was an Episcopalian. A
short, simple service was held for him
— at his request — at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church. The service had 200
in attendance and was conducted by
Reverend John Butcher. The only
speaker was Supervisor John Molinari,
who said that Parker would sometimes

call at 3 am. He added, “ If there is a
phone booth on a street in heaven,
Gerry may be calling the authorities.”
The compassionate Parker had be
come gaunt and soft-spoken in his final
weeks, but his bombastic, often uncom
promising presence was well known to
politicans — gay and non-gay. During
the five years of complications from
ARC and an additional year of AIDS,
Parker’s life remained crowded with ac
tivity — even in the final weeks when his
movement was extremely difficult.
Richard McKirkeby reflected this
week on the death of two public figures
in the gay community who died from
AIDS: “ Tom Waddell and Gerry were
both visionaries. Tom was a loving,
gentle maestro who conjured magic in
other people. Gerry was a storm
trooper who shocked people into
perceptions. He was a Vesuvius of raw,
unpredictable energy. We desperately
needed both. Gerry was not politically
correct, but correctness is conformity.
Instead, he was political dynamite.”
Hank Wilson, who was closest in at
tending to Parker’s needs in recent
months, stated that Parker “ was a
source of security and strength. When
he was there, we knew the tough quesContlnued on page 12

‘E d'Paukon's

Christm as in July
Auction
b en e fitin g th e A id s F ood B an k
(O u tp a tie n t Care)

Being lesbian and gay
is not the issue...
the real issue is "
drugs and alcohol.

Spoiled Brat
22648 M ission Blvd
H ayw ard, Ca 94544
782-2728

S unday - July 19th - 7pm til ???

If drugs and alcohol are causing a problem in your life we can help.
Right Step is a chemical dependency treatment program that can help
you take a step in the right direction.
Call us today. 8 0 0 * 2 2 1 * 9 0 5 3

6 2 1 *3 2 0 1 call collect
17645 N.W. St Helens Road Portland, OR 97231

°

Your generosity last Decem ber w as great,
But now the cupboards are BARE!!!
Items needed:
Food - see reverse for suggestions
Clothing - new bathrobes, slippers, etc
Auction Item s - antiques, new item s, etc
Thank you - Ed Paulson & The Spoiled Brat
Ed's Home 538-3913 - Big Mama's 881-9310 - Spoiled Brat 782-2728
A u c tio n item s w ill b e received fr^ m n o o n u n til 7 p m July 19th
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Coalition Unites
Against Bork
by Corinne Lightweaver
Local and national opposition are mounting rapidly to oppose
the nomination of Robert H. Bork to the US Supreme Court.
Last week, Jeffrey Levi, executive director of the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, announced that the Task Force
will strenuously fight the nomination as part of a broad-based
coalition of civil rights groups. The Feminist Men’s Alliance,
National Gay Rights Advocates, Lesbian Rights Project,
California Abortion Rights Action League, and National
Organization for Women are just a few of the groups mobiliz
ing forces in the Bay Area and across the nation to join the
fight against Senate confirmation of Bork.
Bork’s Senate confirmation hearings
are scheduled for September, leaving
just a month-and-a-half for those op
posing the nomination to make an im
pact in the Senate.
Jeff Levi announced a five-part
NGLTF strategy to work for the defeat
of the nomination. “ We will lobby the
Senate against the nomination in coali
tion with the Alliance for Justice and
the Leadership Conference for Civil
Rights. We plan to testify at the confir
mation hearings. We will work hard to
build constituent pressure against this
nomination. We’ll be educating the
media about the homophobia of Bork’s
decisions. And perhaps most impor
tantly, we will be strengthening our
community organizing efforts at the
state level, where many of the legal and
legislative battles will be fought.”
Organizing a broad-based coalition
to oppose the nomination should not be
difficult, given the wide-ranging bigotry
of Bork’s decisions and views opposing
gay rights, women’s rights, reproduc
tive rights, and civil rights. Bork is an
“ intentionalist” who believes the Con
stitution must be strictly interpreted in
accordance with what the founders "in
tended.”

Bork was the author of a decision up
holding the discharge of a gay naval
officer in Dronenberg v. Zech. In a
opinion that anticipated the Supreme
Court’s decision in Bowers v. Hard
wick, Bork ruled that the right to
privacy does not include private con
sensual homosexual conduct.
James Dronenberg had claimed that
the Navy violated his right to privacy
and right to equal protection when it
dismissed him for having engaged in
homosexual acts. In the decision, Bork
called Dronenberg’s claim “ frivolous”
and argued that although the Supreme
Court has ruled that the right to privacy
includes activites related to marriage,
family relationships, and procreation,
“ it need hardly be said that none of
these covers a right to homosexual con
duct."
In addition to Bork’s homophobic
outlook on civil rights, his views on the
First Amendment would drastically
change the kind of freedom of speech
Americans now enjoy under existing
Supreme Court decisions. Specifically,
Bork wrote in th^Indiana Law Journal
in 1971 that “ the First Amendment,
like the rest of the Bill of Rights, ap
pears to have been a hastily drafted

signatures to stop the nomination of Robert H. Bork to the US Supreme Court.

document upon which little thought was
expended.”
Bork’s record shows he disagrees
with the existing test for political speech
which protects the people’s right to ex
press opinions that are hostile to the
government unless there is a “ dear and
present danger" shown from such
speech. In decisions such as Gitlow v>
.
New York and Whitney v. California
which denied the free speech rights of
political dissenters, Bork believes that
such speech “ has no political value
within a republican system of govern
ment."
Further, Bork believes that "con
stitutional protection should be accord
ed only to speech that is explicitly
political.” Thus, Bork would deny First
Amendment protection to “ scientific,

educational, commercial, or literary ex
pressions as such.” As he put it, “ a
novel may have impact on attitudes that
affect politics, but it would not for that
reason receive judicial protection."
Last weekend, the Feminist Men’s
Alliance (FMA) of San Francisco began
circulating petitions against the
nomination and has already gathered
more than 3,000 signatures. The
Alliance will present the petitions to the
members of the US Senate Judiciary
Committee, specifically to the commit
tee’s chair, Senator Joseph Biden
(D-Delaware), who is a presidential
candidate. The petitions will also be
presented to California Senators Pete
Wilson and Alan Cranston.
T.J. Anthony, a spokesperson for the
FMA, a local affinity group of mostly

gay men who work on abortion rights,
comparable worth, AIDS and genderjustice issues, says that the lesbian and
gay community is nearly unanimous in
its opposition and that opposing
homophobia in the courts isn’t the only
reason they are doing so.
“ There’s been a perception that a
number of gay men aren’t concerned
about abortion rights," notes Anthony,
adding that he finds that this is not true.
He says approximately 100 gay men
have already signed the FMA’s Pledge
of Resistance, which states that those
signing pledge to engage in civil disobe
dience if Bork is nominated or Roe v.
Wade, the decision legalizing abortion,
is overturned.
“ |Bork’s confirmation! will cast the
Continued on page 10

Non-Violent
Pope Protests
by Charles Linebarger
The Papal Visit Task Force and the Archdiocese of San Fran
cisco have reached an agreement which denounces violence
during the September visit of Pope John Paul II. “ This does
not mean that the gay community is going to roll over and
play dead,” contends activist attorney John Wahl who heads
up the Papal Visit Task Force. “ We will still be out there pro
testing.”
“ The general public can expect to
sec no violence from us. We’re not a
violent community. All this noise
about violence has been cooked up by
people who don’t want us to demon
strate.”
“ The women’s community is deeply
involved in this protest," added Ginny
Foat, of the California National
Organization for Women. “ With the
pope coming it has brought more in
mind the oppression of women by the
Church. The pope makes a political
statement every time he speaks —
women know that — that is why we
feel so strongly about his visit.”
Foat described herself as a practic
ing Catholic but added that she be
lieved that religion should not have the
right to affect the everyday lives of
people without their consent.
The pope’s recent statements on
gays and abortion rights affect all of
us. With this particular pope and his
narrow-mindedness, a lot of people
are being hurt. We are in serious
jeopardy every time the pope takes a
stand.”

Foat believes that to this pope re
ligion is the oppression of other peopie.
Tom Carroll, the regional "director
of Dignity, stated his local group of
over 300gay Catholics is “ very excited
about the pope’s visit.”
Carroll said that the Vatican docu
ment which called homosexuality “ an
intrinsic evil” last October “ was
aimed at Dignity in the United States..
Thirteen Dignity chapters have been
ousted from Church property in the
United States since that letter was
issued,” he said.
Dignity plans to conduct a 17-hour
prayer vigil while the pope is in San
Francisco.
Dignity will protest the pope’s visit
separately from the Task Force. Car
roll thinks some of the events planned
by the Task Force are not the kind of
thing Dignity would want to be in-,
volved in. “ Dignity is not confronta
tional,” noted Carroll.
■

Evelyn Cisneros

E V E L Y N
f o r

C IS N E R O S

S p e a k s

S h a n t i P r o je c t
Friendship is som ething m ost o f us
cannot live w ithout.
Volunteers at Shanti P roject do m ore
than provide caring and em otional support,
they give their friendship to people w ith
AIDS, their families and loved ones.
You and I can make a difference to the
thousands w ho live w ith this devastating
disease. Now, m ore than ever, they need ou r
support and friendship.
Join m e in supporting the Shanti Project.

SHANTI
1 Jx C Jj K ( -1

Call 7 7 7 - C A R E today for m ore informat‘on- Becom e a Shanti Project Emotional or
Practical Support Volunteer.
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EDITORIAL
American Heroes
Americans love heroes. Much can be learned about our values and our
dreams by looking at the men and women we admire, the people that
the public places on pedestals.
Marine Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North’s performance before the
-Congressional hearings captivated millions of Americans and made
him the media’s current folk hero, despite the fact that he has admitted
to: 1) falsifying government documents, 2) obstructing the investiga
tion by shredding documents, 3) lying to Congressional committees
considering aid to the Contras, and 4) lying to the Iranians. North
then had the audacity to try and reclaim his credibility by stating,
“ Nobody wants to tell the truth more than I do.”
Apparently the majority of middle America that views North as a
hero cares little that his philosophy is basically that the end justifies any
means or that his ideological commitment to fighting Communism in
Central America supercedes constitutional law.
In the end, many Americans initially enamored by the Teflon
Marine were forced to rethink their support after hearing a number of
Congressmen support his ideals but not his methods. “ It is possible to
still love God and country without supporting the Contras.” How sad
it is when form and appearance rather than substance and performance
determine heroes.

"1 was radicalized by my first lover, a Jewish socialist in New
York. He was 63 when I was 20, and that's when we met and Ife ll
madly in love with this wonderful man. Most o f my life... was in
volved with all sorts o f activist events. I workedfo r the Panthers; I
went to Selma. A labama, during the marches — things I believed in.
A ll that’s my life. I t’s been wonderful. I wouldn’t change anything."
- Tom Waddell, SF Chronicle, 7/13/87
Doctor Tom Waddell shines as an authentic hero: a man of strength
and gentleness, of courage, honesty, integrity and humility. His life
and love were generative. He fathered a beautiful daughter, Jessica,
and gave birth to the Gay Olympics. He fought for the human rights of
all people, carrying that fight from Selma to San Francisco to the
Supreme Court in Washington. He was larger than life, an Olympic
athlete, a physician and healer.

The non-gay majority can learn much from Tom Waddell, who
managed to destroy stereotypes. Gay people can learn from his life as
well. His vision of justice extended beyond the gay ghetto. He intended
for the Gay Olympics to address ageism, racism and sexism within our
culture. And they did. As a person with AIDS, he continued to speak
publicly, hopefully.
There will be a ceremony to honor Tom Waddell at 2 pm Saturday,
in the Rotunda of City Hall.
Another great man, an unlikely hero and modern prophet, visited
San Francisco last weekend to speak to the Metropolitan Community
Church and Dignity. John McNeill founded the New York chapter of
Dignity, the group of gay Catholics, in 1973. He is best known as the
author of the 1976 book,77if Church and the Homosexual, acarefully argued theological appraisal of gay and lesbian people in the
Catholic faith. Although the book was published with permission of
his religious superiors, the Vatican ordered the permission rescinded in
1977 and forbade McNeill to speak out on or publish anything about
homosexuality.
ministry, public or private, to gay or lesbian people. His statement in
response to the October 1986 letter from the Congregation of the Doc
trine of the Faith, which called the homosexual condition “ intrinsically
disordered,” prompted his dismissal from the Jesuits.
John was chosen to act with Karen Thompson as Grand Marshal of
the Gay Pride Parade in New York last month. He has a new book in
the works, and continues to forcefully, intelligently, and compas
sionately address homosexuality and its relationship to psychology
and faith. Although his perspective is specific, his vision and his
wisdom are universal.
Next week th(Sentinel will present an exclusive interview with John
McNeill, prophet and hero.
■
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LETTERS
Kudos for James
To the Editor:
Recently, there was a meeting at
MCC on AL 721. The room was
completely full. Several people spoke
and were applauded. But when John
S. James was announced, he stood to
a long and heavy applause.
I write because that applause also
goes to the Sentinel.
Mike Roberts

The ‘O’ Word
To the Editor:
1 have been fuming since the
Supreme Court decision last week. I
still cannot believe that the highest
court of the land says that we, gay
men and lesbians, do not have the
right to use an English word, that
others may call their events “ Olym
pics” but that we are denied that
right. We have been made hostage to
our own English language. Verbal
fences have been erected delineating
words that we can and cannot use.
My fear is that this trend could con
tinue.
However, since 1am a good, lawabiding citizen, I have decided to
obey the law of the land as inter
preted by the Supreme Court. I do
hereby state that I will never use the
word “ Olympic" again; for me, the
word has disappeared from the
English language. If we are denied use
of the word, I deny its existence. I
suggest that we all make this pledge.
Now what good will it do if a
bunch of queers stop using one word
out of countless words in our
language? On the surface not much,
but my plan goes much beyond such
a cursory boycott of a single word.
By denying that the word exists, I
also deny and will boycott the use of

the word in all of its forms. When the
quadrennial sporting event comes
around again in 1988, there will be a
rush of companies seeking to have
their products endorsed by the gov
erning body of this sporting event.
Products and producers of them will
become sponsors, with "proceeds go
ing to help our young men and
women compete — ” I say, boycott
those companies and products that
support the oppression of gay men
and lesbians by supporting our verbal
oppressors.
By boycotting those products which
choose,to identify themselves with the
quadrennial sporting event, we can
make a strong statement, straight to
the heart of the event’s organizers —
their wallets. Then we will be heard,
because it seems that the only voice in
this country is the almighty dollar,
and we can control how we use our
money, if we can’t control how we
use our language.
Boycott the word and the sponsors
of the “ straight" quadrennial sporting
event.
One last note — up to this deci
sion, 1was a strong supporter of mis
particular sporting event. I am sony
that 1can no longer enjoy them as I
once did, thanks to the organizing
committee and the Supreme Court.
Ralph Neider-Westennann

Gay Violence
To the Editor:
I am very pleased to have been in
formed that there is help for battered
men. I just very recently read your ar
ticle “ Gay Men’s Domestic Violence
Project." It was both informative and
encouraging. I am a victim of gay
violence, and as a result, I ’m facing
murder charges.
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Meet Merlin, a magical 2-year-old house cat in need of a good home. To add a little magic to your life call PAWS at
552-2925.
My lover inflicted violence upon me
many times. We talked and talked; I
even moved out, but nothing helped.
There was also alcohol and cocaine
abuse by both of us. I went to drug
counseling but never any type of
violence abuse counseling.
Well, it’s like this. When my lover
would drink, it intensified his
violence. I became conditioned to
this. After repeatedly being hit on the
head and kicked in the face, I moved
to another apartment.
We then reconciled, and I moved
back. Things went well for about two
months. Then one night after being
out with a friend, we got into an
argument. He became enraged, threw
plates, glasses, etc. I at some point
grabbed a knife. He approached me,
and in defense of myself, I stabbed

him. I am now fighting for my life
without him. I wish, like so many in
my shoes, that 1could have found a
group like the one mentioned in your
article.
If this letter can help others in
some way, you are welcome to print
it.
Anonymous
SF County Jail K2

■Gay’ Cult?
To the Editor:
In your July 3 issue is an article by
David Lowe, “ SOMA Murder May
Be Tied to Gay Satanic Worship
Ceremonies.” I would like to com
ment on your characterization as
“ gay,” the cult that allegedly
murdered the unidentified victim. '

First, you state that the victim was
gay, yet he has not been identified.
How can it be known that he was gay
if it isn’t even know who he was?
The fact that the victim was sexual
ly assaulted may not mean that the
murderer was gay. Sexual assault is a
crime of violence, not passion, and
involves not sexual preference or
desire, but rather an urge to control
and destroy. Many men who rape
other men lead heterosexual lives.
When a woman is raped and
murdered, the news reports do not
specify that her attacker was
heterosexual. To specify the attacker
in this case was gay promotes the
homophobia of the readers. It is ap
propriate to write about the cult’s ac
tivities of sexually assaulting and
C ontinued on page 12
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gay socialist.
On Tuesday they rushed another
Agnos finance story to pressjust in time
to slow the momentum Agnos picked
up by blocking the Molinari endorse
ment.
The Examiner and the Progress both
responded with articles discounting the
Chronicle's charges. Agnos charged
that theChronicle piece was a rehash of
previous stories coupled with misin
formation about new allegations con
cerning his financial mismanagement.
"It’s a concerted effort to destroy my
campaign,” Agnos told the Sentinel.
“ You can expect them to continue their
efforts because they are against every
thing I stand for and are becoming con
cerned with growing support for my
progressive positions.”

DAVID M LOWE

r

A Week of Boos,
Bandwagons
and Bladders

Alice President Roberto Esteves (c) receiving support for his credential policy.

An amazing action took place at the endorsement meeting
held by the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian/Gay Democratic Club
Monday night. San Francisco Supervisor Harry Britt was
booed following his remarks in favor of supporting Super
visor John Molinari for mayor. It was painfully characteristic
of how deep sentiments are running in the contest between
Molinari and Assemblyman Art Agnos.
Hopefully, when the wounds of a
hard-fought battle heal following the
election, the political fallout Britt will
experience during the race will not be ir
reparable. Britt’s ability to effectively
support progressive issues outside the
mayoral contest could be the key to
beating back charges that he has sold
out.

Bandwagon Stalls
The Molinari camp’s inability to nail
down the Toklas endorsement prompt
ed Agnos supporter Pat Norman to

Molinari and Agnos camps have ap
parently agreed to use the August
general membership meeting to work
out the fine details of the endorsement
and voting process. The executive com
mittee will meet August 3 to recom
mend a procedure that will likely be
submitted to the members for approval
August 10.

comment, “ It looks like the Molinari
bandwagon has lost a wheel here
tonight.”
The response from Molinari sup
porter Dennis Collins: “ We’ve got
more spare tires than we need to fix the
bandwagon and get it back on the
track.”

Political Fallout
Toklas President Roberto Esteves
has replaced executive committee
member Mike Denton with Don
Masuda who will now serve as Logistics
chair and volunteer coordinator.
Esteves told the Sentinel, “ I have no
problem with Denton exercising his
right to free speech, but he has become
a major embarrassment.”
Denton, who resigned as a Molinari
co-chair over a flap on endorsement

September
Endorsement
It looks like the coveted mayoral en' dorsement from the Toklas club won’t
be awarded until September. Both the
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you are under the influence, then a
belligerent attitude may even be proof
that you are in such a state. Albers ad
vises that you cooperate, take the field
sobriety tests and also the alcohol tests.
You have your choice of a breath test, a
blood test or a urine test. A refusal will
result in the suspension of your license
and there is still the possibility that you
will beconvicted of driving under the in
fluence.
In a traffic stop, the officer will run
your name and license plate to verify
the information you give him. If you
have any outstanding tickets, or an ex
pired registration, Albers advises that
you take care of them now, before a
traffic stop occurs. Otherwise, “ all it
results in doing is creating new prob
lems, such as a search of the car, or tak
ing the person into custody.” The
courts are more liberal in allowing
police to search cars than houses. If the
police feel that they have probable
cause to find something illegal in your
car, they will search it. If you don’t
agree with them, the time to argue is in
court, not on the street.
Many police stops do not result in ar
rest. Tliey are called detentions. A
police officer must have a reasonable
suspicion that the person detained is in
volved in or about to be involved in
criminal activity before a lawful deten
tion occurs. But Albers cautions that

What To Do
If You Get Arrested
Ron Albers has been a lawyer for thirteen years, the last eight
served under Public Defender Jeff Brown. In that capacity,
and as co-chair of the Bay Area Lawyers for Individual
Freedom, he has had plenty of opportunity to see what hap
pens when the police make contact with individual citizens.
Some of these contacts are purely social or involve the per
formance of some civic duty on the part of the officers. Others
are more serious, involving the detention and possibly a
subsequent arrest.
For individuals unaccustomed to
dealing with the police in such situa
tions, the experience can be pretty un
nerving. Many people react in ways that
are not in their best interests when faced
with the need to suddenly cope with an
unfamiliar situation. I asked Albers to
provide some advice for those who face
this experience for the first time. After
all, several prominent Bay Area ac
tivists found themselves arrested in
Washington, DC, recently, and the pope
is coming to town. . . .
The best and simplest advice the
defense attorney offers is to cooperate

with the police to the extent that you are
friendly and not belligerent. In most
cases the officer sincerely believes that
he or she is doing the right thing, and
even if you disagree, the time to decide
the question is afterwards — when you
are in a position to seek legal help for
your defense. Even if an arrest is unlaw
ful, Albers says, don’t escalate the
situation. “ If you are going to err on
any side, err on the side of caution, ’’ he
states.
Most people who face the police do
so under the circumstances of a traffic
stop. If the stop is for the suspicion that

voting procedures, responded, "Some
times when you stand up for what you
believe, you have to suffer the conse
quences. My integrity is more impor
tant to me than an appointment.”
Denton probably would have re
tained his position if he hadn’t sent a
scathing letter to the membership mak
ing charges that bordered on slander.
The political reality is that Denton is
not an elected member of the executive
committee and serves at the pleasure of
the president, Esteves, who apparently
feels he can successfully withstand any
political fallout over the Denton
dismissal.

Republican Rag
The Chronicle is at it again, just like
during the Britt for Congress campaign
when it actively tried to discredit the
progressive Democrat by calling him a

the individual does not always know
what information the officer has. If you
match the description of a crime suspect
and are in the same general area of the
crime, then the police may have
reasonable cause to stop and detain you
even if you have nothing to do with the
crime.
An arrest follows when the police
have probable cause to believe that you
are the person who has committed the
crime. After a detention, you go your
separate way. After an arrest, you
either receive a citation ordering you to
appear in court, or you are taken into
custody. First, you would go to a
district station for initial booking.
There you would have to identify your
self if you have not already done so.
Your property would be taken for safe
keeping while you are in custody. Then
a trip to the Hall of Justice would intro
duce you to the deputy sheriffs who run
the jail. Your picture would be taken
along with your fingerprints. You
would be assigned a number that would
identify your arrest history.
Should your cooperation with the
police involve giving a statement? After
all, you do have the right to remain
silent. A common misconception, by
the way, is that the police have to advise
you of your rights. This is only true
when they are trying to collect evidence
from you, such as a statement. If they
just arrest and book you, you likely will
not hear your rights read.
Albers agrees that many people can
clear up their problems with the police

August 18
Get out your calendars and write the
words "STOP DOOLITTLE” on
Tuesday, August 18, 1987. On that
day, the Assembly Health and Public
Safety Committees will hold hearings
on all the Doolitte bills. This is an op
portunity to prevent his legislation from,
getting to the Assembly floor.
We need to mobilize thousands of
lesbians/gays to attend those hearings in
Sacramento. Stay tuned for more de
tails on where and how your support
can be effective.

Pink Rainbow
Reverend Jesse Jackson has added
pink to his rainbow coalition of colors.
On Tuesday, Jackson officially en
dorsed the National March on
C ontinued on page 8

by simply telling them what they want
to know. But he cautions that many an
arrest would have fallen by the wayside
if the suspect hadn’t opened his mouth.
“ I advise my clients to give their name,
address, and birthdate,” he says, “ and
if the police want a statement, tell them
that you’d be happy to give them a full
statement after you have a lawyer.^’ Of
course, if the lawyer sees that it is not in
a person’s best interest to talk, then the
client can always say that he didn't talk
on the advice of his lawyer, rather than
because he didn’t want to. If you do
talk, however, be honest. Discrepancies
will come back to haunt you.
Your stay in jail may be short. As
many as 40% of those arrested are not
prosecuted. Those who are can be eligi
ble for release without bail, the others
often post bail. While in jail, you can be
housed in an area with other gays for
your protection if you-simply tell the
deputies that you are gay. You get two
phone calls at processing. If you are
looking for a release without bail, you
are advised by Albers to have your
friends call 552-2202, so that the people
in the O.R. Project can interview you
and have your friends available to verify
the release information you provide. If
you get released, don’t miss court —
you could really screw the friends who
helped you get out.
And when you do go to court, be
sure to have a lawyer or apply for the
public defender. If the charges are
serious, you may need a lot more advice
than this column can provide.*
■

CA1HARTIC COM ICS
I DOn Y UNDERSTAND IT, DIVA... PAT
NORMAN HARRY BRITT, AND SALLY
G E A R H A R T HAVE ALL A6REED TO
JOIN ME IN A 'W E ARE THE W3RLD_,
TYPE RECORDING TO BENEFfTTHE
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Olympian
Continued from page 1

“ Tom and I were best friends. We
were very, very close,” Lewinstein told
the Sentinel. “ I’m just happy the pain
he suffered is finally gone. Tom touched
everyone’s heart with a special
charisma that few people have. He was
a sensitive and wonderful man, and
Jessica and I will miss him very much.”
Waddell and Lewinstein met during
preparations for the Gay Olympics in
1982. “ He was an athlete and I was an
athlete,” said Lewinstein who served as
the sports co-chair. “ We soon dis
covered we had so much in common
from food to running up to Reno to
gamble."
“ We fell in love with each other,”
continued Lewinstein who owns the
Artemis Cafe. "It wasn’t a sexual love.
It didn’t affect him with his lovers, and
it didn’t affect me with my lovers.”
Waddell and Lewinstein both loved
children and decided to co-parent an
offspring of a lesbian and a gay man. "I
was looking for the right guy,"
remembers Lewinstein. “ I wanted a
father for my child. I didn’t want to go
through artificial insemination.”
Lewinstein recalled asking Waddell if
he wanted to have a baby while they
were driving across the Bay Bridge. “ I
asked him if he would like to have a
child with me, and he started weeping
and right away said yes. We almost had
an accident in his little Alfa Romeo.”
Jessica is now four years old and will
have the opportunity to learn more
about her father from the diary he kept
for her once he learned he had AIDS.
He died with the comfort of knowing
that both Sara and Jessica had tested
negative on the HIV-antibody test.
Waddell was dianosed with pneumocystis carinii pneumonia in June 1986,
two weeks before the opening of Gay
Games II. Two days after leaving the

Tom Waddell’s dream of a gay Olympics resulted in thousands of men and
women coming together in the true spirit of athletic competition.
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hospital, he officiated over the Games’
opening at Kezar Stadium. “ I was going to be there, even if I had to crawl,’’
said Waddell. He was not only there,
but also won a gold medal in thejavelin
event.
“ It was his idea to found the Gay
Olympics,” remembered Lewinstein.
“ He thought how great it would be to
have something like this for the gay
community. How great to have a place
for people who might not have com
peted before in athletics to be able to
come together and compete in sports. ’’
Waddell didn’t lose many battles in
his life, but just weeks before he lost his
final bout with AIDS, he also suffered
defeat at the hands of the US Supreme
Court. In a controversial decision, the
Court ruled 5-4 against the San Fran
cisco Arts and Athletics’ right to use the
word “ Olympic.”
When the US Olympic Committee
placed a restraining order on the first
1982 Games to prohibit the use of the
Gay Olympics title, Waddell did not
take up the gauntlet immediately. He
said if the case was eventually won in
the US Supreme Court, he would like to
then move not to use the term Gay

DICK KRAMER
GAY MEN’S
CHORALE

A jubilant combination
of old and new favorites
celebrating five years
of musical excellence
in the Bay Area
Featured composers:
Charles Ives
Johannes Brahms
Benjamin Britten
Gordon Getty

PRESENTS THE FITTH
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

Olympics because, “ We don’t want it.
It doesn’t suit us. It’s tarnished. The
Olympics are racist and exclusive,
they’re nationalistic, they pit one group
of people against another, and are only

i4

Dr. Tom Waddell.

for the very best athletes. That doesn’t
describe our games.”
Waddell asked that the Games be
more than a highly competitive event —
emphasizing that anyone be allowed to
participate, without any qualification.
"Winning’s not important, doing your
best is important. That’s radical,
revolutionary and recreational, as op
posed to the sports page.”
Waddell stressed, “ We have a
culture. We have a bona fide culture. It
exists because the dominant elements in
our society have told us that we’re dif
ferent, so we have been exploiting our
differences. We are different. We’re
wonderful. And we’reworth knowing.”
He pleaded that the Games “ take a
look at racism, ageism and sexism. Let
us not use our sexual liberation as an
end in and of itself.”

The Gay Olympics sprang forth from
Waddell’sown participation in the 1968
Olympic games in Mexico City, where,
at age 31, he placed sixth in the
decathlon. During those controversial
Olympics, Waddell identified with a
group of black athletes protesting
racism in the Olympics by raising their
clenched fists. Controversy also fol
lowed Waddell who refused to go to
Vietnam during that war and was reas
signed to Walter Reed Medical Center
in Washington, DC. Much of that con
troversy was precipitated by Waddell’s
deep desire to remain honest about the
things he believed in and fought for.
Fighting his final battle with AIDS
was probably his most painful battle,
but he fought the disease with a sense of
humor. "If anyone wants to lose weight
and stop smoking, get AIDS,” mused
Waddell. During his bouts with
pneumocystis, tuberculosis, lymphoma
and meningitis, he continually assured
friends he was okay. " I have no fear of
death or dying at all. I ’ve got AIDS. I
know what that means. I am given a set
of choices. I can freak out, which would
not do me any good at all, or I can say
‘This is what is.’ I think in terms of
‘when’ and not ‘if.’ While I can’t im
agine myself dead, I have no fear of dy
ing. My head is just fine.”
During the final months of his life,
Waddell fought AIDS by taking the ex
perimental drug AZT. As his health
deteriorated, he began having difficulty
getting up the 12 steps leading to his
large auditorium-like home on Albion
Street near 16th and Valencia. He also
had to discontinue the political recep
tions and piano concerts that often
filled his home with many friends.
Before his death, however, he was af
forded the opportunity of dispelling
America’s stereotype of gay men and

FR O M TH E DESK
C ontinued from page 7

Washington for Lesbian/Gay Rights
scheduled for October 11.
Tomorrow Lt. Governor Leo Mc
Carthy, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi
and Assemblyman Art Agnos will en
dorse the march at a reception for Jeff
Levi being held at the Pelosi home,
2640 Broadway, from 5-7 pm. Dona
tions of $25 will benefit NGLTF and the
March on Washington.

Reagan AIDS
Commission
Last Monday the Board of Super
visors unanimously passed a resolution
by Supervisor Richard Hongisto urging
the California Congressional delegation

,
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people with AIDS during a special seg
ment on ABC’s20/20. On that broad
cast Hugh Downs said, “ Sometimes
when a story is in the news week after
week we get numb. We shut our eyes
and close our ears. We notice that
stories about AIDS victims get those
reactions from some people. Maybe
because there has not been one with a
happy ending. Here is a story filled with
peace and courage. A superb athlete
and a remarkable man has learned to
live with his disease, and that is the latest
victory in a life of accomplishment.
Here is a man who has considerable
nobility about him. There are not many
people with that much courage."
Waddell’s continued urging to the
lesbian/gay community came in one of
his final quotes. “ We need to put our
selves out there and educate. We are
pretty nice people, worth knowing. We
are the teachers of the ’80s and we are
on the move."
There were some things left undone
in Waddell’s life. He wanted to take
Jessica to Europe to show her Venice
and Florence. He also wanted to hitch
hike across America and sail around the
world. Despite his inability to complete
those dreams by the hard fact of his life
being cut short, Waddell reflected, "I
have done so much living. I feel so fortunate. I ’ve had a terrific time. I ’d just
like people to know what an adventure
life can be.”
San Francisco and the international
community will celebrate his life on
Saturday, July 18, with a Tribute to
Tom Waddell in the Rotunda of City
Hall at 2 pm.
■

j Charles Linebarger also contributed to

this story.
I Cover illustration by Myrna Chiu.

to enact legislation requiring the presi
dent to appoint gays to the commission
on AIDS.

Changing Partners
You’ve probably noticed by now that
we’ve hired one of our co-sister publica
tion’s most credible reporters. Charles
Linebarger joins our staff after a long
association with the Bay Area

Reporter.

Wendy Matlovlch
What do activist Leonard Matlovich
and Supervisor Wendy Nelder have in
common? They both had their gall
bladders removed this week. Doctors
for both patients predict a speedy
recovery.
■
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PARTY
T U E S J U L Y 21
/8pm
First Unitarian Church
in Kensington
1 Lawson Road

Tickets in advance:
$8 general, $6 students/seniors
Tickets at door
$10 general, $8 students/seniors

SAT JU LY 25
San Francisco 8 pm
First Unitarian Church
1189 Franklin at Geary

SU N JU LY 26
Sausalito 4 pm
Sausalito Presbyterian Church

Available at all Headlines stores
and Ticketron outlets,
lo charge, call (415) 392-7469.
On send check or money order to
D.K.G.M.C., 827 Duboce Avenue
San Francisco, California 94117.
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Help raise money for the Papal Protest. Come to the
Langtry I mi at 637 Steiner near Fell on Sunday, Ju ly 19,
from 3-7.
After the A n )S walk join your hosts Gim iy Foat and Kay
Tsenin in laughing with Los Angeles comedian Robin Tyler
and learning from Dutch Professor of Sociology and Gay
Studies Robert Ticlman. Complimentary hors d’ouvrcs w ill
be served, and there w ill be a full no-host bar. We request
a 820 donation. 850 makes you a patron complete with a
special red hat!
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ON THE JOB

A RTH U R LA Z ER E

Gays and Lesbians
in Academia:
Jane Gurko
When the class of 1957 at the fabled Bronx High School of
Science published its 25th reunion journal of 1982, only two
of the 273 classmates included in the book said that they were
gay. I was one of those two people and I identified myself,
among other things, as an activist in the gay press and in the
gay business community. My sole upfront classmate was Jane
Gurko, a professor of English at San Francisco State Univer
sity. Gurko wrote in the journal, “ My major political com
mitments are lesbian-feminism, animal rights, and antinuclear work.”
“ All of my academic life since Bronx
Science has been an easy downhill
slide," Gurko told me recently,
"because nothing since has been as dif
ficult. I got to college and all the other
students were complaining about the
heavy academic pressure. It felt like
summer camp to me!"
Gurko, 46, was brought up in the
Jewish intelligentsia on the upper West
Side of Manhattan, in what she remem
bers as an educated, cosmopolitan,
liberal atmosphere of genteel academic
poverty. Her father, an English pro
fessor at Hunter College, did not par
ticularly want his children to follow in
his profession. He wanted Jane to be a
doctor and she started in a premed
program at Smith College.
"While I was at Smith," Gurko re
calls, “ I was desperately trying to make
it as a young, straight woman and
desperately failing over and over again.
I didn’t know how to talk to boys. I
didn’t know how to make it work. I
didn’t know how to have the feelings I
was supposed to have.
"And 1didn’t understand then why I
was so happy at Smith. At least five
days of the week, Monday to Friday, it
was just us girls and I loved it. Every
once in a while, this little flitting
thought would go through me and it
was so terrifying that I never entertained
it for more than 30 seconds. The word
“ lesbian" would go through my head.
The word "homosexual" would go
through my head. I would just suppress
it out of sheer fright.
“ But in one of those 30-second
moments. 1 remember thinking to my
self. ‘Well, there are 2,000 girls at this
institution. By the law of averages,
some of them have to be gay.' I looked
around and couldn’t see anybody who.
to my uninitiated eyes, looked gay. It
was absolutely taboo. Years later, of
course, 1discovered that there had been
the usual 10%, but they were so closet

ed that you didn't see it. I suppressed
the whole thing and went on, suffering
my way socially through college and the
first five years of graduate school. Not
until I was 26 did I have the good for
tune to come out.
“ I got out of premed." Gurko says,
“ because of a few chance comments by
a few relatives and teachers, having to
do with my femininity. The message
was that you would lose your femininity
if you became a doctor. 1 was so sen
sitive to my gender credentials at the
time that that was enough to scare me
off. I didn’t really know what I wanted
to do, but it was understood in my fam
ily that we would go to graduate school.
Stopping with only a bachelor’s degree
would have been like dropping out."
She took a double major at Smith,
honors in English with a biology major
on the side. She thought she might be a
biochemist, but after working one sum
mer as a laboratory technician, she felt
that “ science was not going to satisfy
my imagination." Her imaginationwas
stimulated by the stories floating back
from Smith friends who had gone on to
graduate school at the University of
California’s Berkeley campus. They
were delighted by what they found
there.
“ Berkeley was like some sort of
South Sea island after Manhattan,"
Gurko says, " I realized after a year
there that I’d never go back to Manhat
tan. I lost all my New York chauvinism
and became, in my mind, a Berkeleyite.
I was still bitterly unhappy in my sexual
life, but i was wonderfully happy in a
certain place in my soul."
The professor in charge of her mas
ter’s degree oral examination con
ducted a standard interview during
which he tried to convince her not to go
on for a,PhD. “ Later I realized he was
a vicious misogynist, but my feminist
consciousness had not been raised at
all, and I didn't recognize what he was
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doing.” Gurko recalls. “ He tried every
which way to get me to say that I was
just going to get married and have
children and that 1wasn’t seriously
interested in the PhD. Despite his subtle
manipulations. I sailed on into the PhD
program.”
Her dissertation was an analysis of
D. H. Lawrence’s narrative technique.
‘‘ He was one of the great
psychologists,” Gurko says, "because
he knew how to get to this tremendous
drama that is raging in all of us just

‘Well, there are 2,200 girls at this institution.
By the law of averages, some of them have
to be gay."
— Jane Gurko
beneath the surface of the most mun
dane external detail. He is a great
master. But I hadn't yet had my
feminist awakening, and I didn’t say
anything about Lawrence’s misogyny
or his homophobia.
"As soon as I began teaching, the
major focus of my Lawrence courses
became his tremendous confusion
around gender, how he worked out his
own sexual identity, and what price he
and his literature paid for that.” Asked
if Lawrence’s work reveals his own re
pressed homosexuality, Gurko re
sponds, "Absolutely. There’s no doubt
of it."
Gurko joined the faculty at San
Francisco State in 1967. She was open
about being a lesbian except at school.

" I was just aghast,” Gurko says,
"but the sky didn’t fall in. Sally was my
main model for how to come out and
survive it. I watched her very carefully
for the first semester of the bloc course
we taught together. It was a very femin
ist course. All sorts of personal revela
tions were taking place . . . At the very
last day, theclass was sharing someper
sonal feelings, and I whispered the fact
that I was living with another woman.
That was the moment when I first came
out in public. After that I took heart.”
She also took Gearhart’sheart and they
became lovers for nearly a decade.
For a while, Gurko, too, announced
at the start of her classes that she was a
lesbian. " I felt that it was my duty to let
the lesbian students know that I felt fine

about it. and I .gave them a role model
as 1had been given a role model. After
wards. I came back off of that. I
wouldn’t hide it, but I’d let it be known
whenever during the semester it seemed
appropriate. It seemed more effective
overall, from the point of view of all
students, that they get to know me a lit
tle bit first as a person and come to
respect me in some way. That way. I’d
get under their defenses a little bit bet
ter.
"The time I was with Sally was a
tremendous coming out for me in every
way. She was so far out there — in the
political world, at school, everywhere. 1
simply followed along and found myself
right there with her. I remember in
1976, when we were courting, we were
walking downtown and she wanted to
hold my hand in public. I had never
done that. She laughed at that. Within a
year or two. I was being quite demon
strative in public whenever I damn well
felt like it!
“ In academia, the 70s were our
palmy days. We were riding a wonder
ful crest of enthusiasm then. The right
wing retreated a bit while the progres
sive factions had a heyday. So, I taught
lesbian literature. Still, many of my
students in that class didn't want to sign
up for the course under that name. I
had to give them independent study
credit with a different name, because
they didn’t want it on their transcript. 1
was sad about that, but I didn't fight it.
I understood that their careers were on
the line and that they were right. There
were plenty of people out in the world
who would punish them for that, and I
think that's still true to this day.
“ I’ve always had trouble when I’ve
prepared resumes,” Gurko continues.
“ I have usually not wanted to list my
lesbian writings because I felt that they
would not understand and discriminate
against me or whatever project was in
volved."
In 1980, Gurko was made Associate
Dean of the School of Humanities and
she continues in that position today.
“ Homophobia is still there in the ad
ministration,” she says, "These things
go in cycles. . . We’re in a backlash
now.”
Of some 1,300 faculty at State, she
estimates that 15 to 20 percent are les
bian or gay men. Fewer than 30 are
openly gay. The school has a policy of
nondiscrimination on the basis of sex
ual orientation. The City of San Fran
cisco has a law against such discrimina
tion. With those protections, and even
when lesbians and gays are tenured,
Gurko observes, they fear social ostra
cism, they fear that their upward mobil
ity will be hurt, and they just plain fear,
"lean see it in their eyes," she says. ■
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J*ne Gurko, English professor.

“ I was not yet tenured.” she points out.
" I was still dressing my femme and not
wanting to be identified by the hetero
sexual world as anything freakish or de
viant."
The chair of the English department
in those years was a lesbian and she
hired a number of gay men. Gurko
thinks the department was at least 25%
gay at that time. "Most of them collud
ed with the heterosexuals and never
used the word, " she says. "They were
never really blatant or out. We all col
luded in this careful choreography: You
know who I am and 1 know who you
are, but I ’m being discreet because it’ll
freak you out if I use the word, and I
want to stay in your good graces be
cause you are the majority and, even
though there are an awful lot of us here,
you still represent the power structure.
“ I didn’t think about it in those
terms then, but I felt it and I acted that
way. Until I got my tenure in 1972, I
didn’t dare ever to say ‘lesbian’ or
‘homosexual’ or that I was living with a
woman. I kept it all pretty close to the
chest until I met Sally Gearhart."
In 1971, Gurko started teaching a
course called ’ “ Female Characters in
Literature." In subsequent semesters
she taught “ Sexual Identity in Litera
ture” and “ Woman as Hero.” In 1973,
Gurko, Sally Gearhart, and two other
women initiated a feminist course called
the Women’s Studies Bloc. It was, she
ways, their great feminist awakening.
Meanwhile, Gearhart was openly say
ing in her first class of the semester.
“ I ’m Sally Gearhart and I’m a
lesbian.”

F lo o r
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Alice Vote
Continued from page 3

v
the election could be compromised,”
said Esteves. “ We finally decided that
there would first have to be a lack of
trust among club members before any
cheating could go on. Instead of more
rules, we decided on more trust."
Controversy raged over some of the
new members’ right to vote in the elec
tion. Club bylaws state that all
members must be registered Democrats
by the end of the monthly meeting prior
to an election; those ineligible to
register, such as aliens awaiting
naturalization and parolees must state
that they intend to register as Demo
crats when they are eligible. An ad-hoc
credentials committee, organized by
Esteves to deal with any challenges to
members’ voting rights without publicly
embarrassing anyone, was abolished
due to procedural errors in its creation
and leaks to the press.
Esteves also rejected the notion that
the club’s political power might be
diluted by the influx of new members.
The roster swelled to more than 650
voting members by Monday night’s
vote, an increase of nearly 150 percent
since February.
“ More members mean more
power,” said Esteves. "We voted to
give $750 to the Stop Doolittle cam
paign (a coalition to block ultraconservative State Senator John Doolit
tle’s AIDS bills) last week, money we
didn’t have last month.” .
Nine challenged ballots were placed
in sealed envelopes and their validity
debated by club members. Executive
and elections committee members had
voted to allow club members who had
paid dues to change their registration to
Democrat up to the start of the Monday
night meeting.
“ Isn’t it true that if you were not a
member by the close of business of the
last meeting, you can’t vote in this
meeting? And if you weren’t a Demo
crat at close of business of the last
meeting, you weren’t a member,"
challenged one club member.
“ The name of Alice B. Toklas may

Littlejohn
C ontinued from page 3

A police officer testified that the
conduct was not considered to be
prostitution.
The publisher of theBay Arpa Repprter, Bob Ross, testified for Little
john at the hearing. He and gay rights
advocate Hal Call said modeling ads
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The general membership rejecting a move by dub president Roberto Esteves to
allow Republicans who changed their registration to Democrat in the last 30
days to vote at Monday’s Alice endorsement meeting.

t

be for sale," said longtime member
Ann Daley, "the name of the Demo
cratic party is not for sale.”
“ I did not found the Alice B. Toklas
Memorial Republican Cub,” said Jim
Foster, who started the organization.
“ Let’s keep this a Democratic party
club.”
The debate over eligibility raged on
for nearly half an hour, becoming so
heated and ugly that President Esteves
once told members, “ This is a debate,
and I expect you to show some respect.
You can vote any way you want, bijt I
don’t want to hear any more hissing."

When the attacks and counter-attacks
finally ended, the majority of club
members voted to toss out the nine
challenged ballots. Most of the
challenged voters were Molinari sup
porters, but even if all nine of the dis
qualified votes had been cast for him, it
would not have given the supervisor the
60 percent of the votes needed for the
endorsement.
Appearances by the five candidates,
who were limited to two minutes each,
came near the end of the voting period,
and seemed almost anti-climactic after
the eligibility battle. Molinari spoke last

are not prostitution ads. Their
testimony was refuted by police officer
Bob Davis, who said that models ad
vertising in thtB.A.R. offered prostitu
tion. He defined “ prostitution" as a
person getting sexual gratification
from the person he is paying — no
matter what thrpaid party is doing.
Littlejohn was president of the
Society for Individual Rights in the

1970s and was the founder of the Pride
Foundation and the Community
Thrift Store, a gay charity. He made
headlines in 1984 when he began a
petitioning effort to close local gay
bathhouses because of the AIDS crisis.
Hennessey has had wide support in
the lesbian and gay community. He
has hired numerous gay people and
advanced some to administrative and
staff positions. Tl^e sheriff is frequent
ly seen at gay functions and has
numerous friends among gay activists.
He has also established an AIDS Task
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because he had already received the
backing of the club’s political action
committee, and seized the opportunity
to turn the tables on Agnos after last
month’s debate sponsored by the Alice,
Stonewall and Harvey Milk Democratic
Clubs, and Concerned Republicans for
Individual Rights.
Agnos was the final speaker at that
debate, and in the closing moments
raised the issue of possible Navy
discrimination against lesbians and gay
men applying for jobs created by the
homeporting of the battleshipMwoM/-/'
in San Francisco. Whether Agnos’ tim
ing was a political ploy, or, as he later
claimed, he simply didn’t have the op
portunity to make his point earlier
within the format of the debate, the
results were the same: Molinari was left
without an opportunity to respond.
Monday night, Molinari had the last
word.
“ Let’s not be demagogic about it,”
said Molinari. “ Today, Harry Britt
and I introduced an amendment to re
quire that San Francisco’s human rights
ordinance apply to any Memorandum
of Understanding between the Navy
and the city of San Francisco.
“ Now let me ask you one final ques
tion,” continued Molinari, setting up
Agnos for his final blow. “ The State of
California has a National Guard, the
State of California has contracts with
the United States government. I want to
ask you. why haven’t other candidates
stood up and opposed those contracts
that require the same kind of language
|to protect gay men and lesbians against
discrimination!?”
The Missouri homeporting has
clearly become a major issue for the
candidates as they woo the gay com
munity. Former City Chief Administra
tive Officer Roger Boas, who seemed ill
at ease at the last debate, has changed
his tune on \heMissouri fromcomplete
favor to conditional support.
“ I’m in favor of theMissouri, (but]
I’ve taken a stand that if hiring is not
absolutely fair and square, I won’t sup
port it,” said Boas, who also vowed to
support educational programs to “ de
mystify anything that has to do with
homosexuality," work with police and
community organizations to stop anti-

' gay violence, and appoint qualified gay
men, lesbians and bisexuals.
City Attorney Louise Renne was
forced to undo damage done by a news
paper report that she had written off the
lesbian/gay vote to Agnos and
Molinari, and used the opportunity to
take a swipe at her opponents.
“ I haven’t had a lot of time to buy a
lot of memberships |in political clubs
for supporters], I haven’t had time to
try and twist your arms, and I haven’t
even tried to," said Renne. "As the
campaign unfolds and the real election
takes place in November and
December, look over the long haul.
Who hasn’t switched their party? Who
hasn’t changed their philosophy?
Who’s been there with you all the way?
Louise Renne for mayor is a candidacy
that is going to win, and when it’s done
and over, we’ll walk together.”
While Molinari’s supporters cast
more votes, Agnos’ backers were more
vocal when their candidate spoke, wild
ly applauding as the assemblyman
worked the audience into a frenzy,
claiming an alliance with Toklas
members on a number of growth issues,
district elections, vacancy control and
opposition to the Missouri.
"This year, San Francisco’s going to
have a real race for mayor," said
Agnos. "We’ve been out in front on all
of the progressive issues that make a dif
ference is to what kind of city we’rego
ing to have, that all of us can live in at a
rate that we can afford."
Although many members said that
either Molinari, Agnos or Renne would
make a good mayor, loyalties within the
club were clearly divided. Even Super
visor Harry Britt, who enjoyed nearunanimous support during his recent
run for Congress, was booed and called
a "sell-out" when he spoke out for
Molinari.
With such a hotly contested voting
process, it is evident that Alice ex
ecutives and general members will have
to reach a new understanding on rules
for the endorsement run-off instead of
relying on club traditions. The final
vote, which would have been held at the
club’s next meeting on August 10,
could be delayed until the September
meeting.
■

Force within the jail and is distributing
condoms to prisoners as they are
released.
Littlejohn said he would have no
comment until he has read the full
report by the hearing officer. He could
appeal his termination in Superior
Court.
■

sign, despite Republican pressure to
hold the hearings earlier.
Democratic leaders in the Senate, in
cluding Ted Kennedy, have already
taken a position opposing Bork.
However, California senators have not
yet stated their views.
Martha Phan, a spokesperson for
Senator Cranston’s office, said the
senator has not taken a final position,
and will not do so until after the hear
ings.
In a statement made the day Reagan
nominated Bork, Cranston said, “ The
nomination raises a red flag— Presi
dent Reagan’s refusal to answer any
questions about the nomination indi
cates that the president realizes how dif
ficult a time he will have getting this
nomination through. If, as I surmise,
the president has based his nomination
on Judge Bork’s ideology, then he has
established a criterion that the Senate
must also use in evaluating Judge
Bork.”
Cranston called “ particularly dis
turbing” Judge Bork’s position against
the Roe v. Wade decision, which
legalized abortion.
While some activists are confident
that Cranston will eventually publicly
oppose the nomination, T.J. Anthony
says a simple statement of opposition is
i not enough.
“ It’s not good enough to oppose the
; nomination,” he stresses. “ You must
; work actively against it.”
Many local leaders in the gay com
munity, including Roberta Achtenberg
| and Leonard Graff of National Gay
j Rights Advocates, see Senator Wilson’s
vote as key to strategy. They say that
while Wilson has not been strong on
gay issues before, he has more recently
% been actively courting the gay vote.

Bork
C ontinued from page 5

die for the Supreme Court for many
years to come," says Roberta Achtenberg of the Lesbian Rights Project.
Achtenberg says that although the
Reagan Administration is pointing to
the broad coalition of people opposing
the nomination and accusing them of
“ politicizing” the issue, it is Reagan
who made a political appointment in
the first place.
“ The most important reason for les
bians and gays to oppose this nomina
tion is that it is purely an ideological
nomination,” she says. “ They
shouldn’t be fooled. It is absolutely
legitimate for us to be concerned. Bork
has shown himself to be more homophobic than most judges.”
Although Bork’s record is bleak, the
potential to block his confirmation is
not, according to Urvashi Vaid of the
NGLTF.
“ People cannot just give up on this
thing,” asserts Vaid. “ I think that
despite the fact that people feel that the
president’s nomination is a fait ac
compli, I think there’s a real chance
that we can block this thing.”
Vaid says the vast number and broad
coalition of groups opposing the Bork
nomination is a potent threat to Senate
passage. Additionally, she views
Senator Biden’s commitment to put off
the hearings until September as a good

Continued on next page

BEYOND THE BAY

GAY MEN'S ONGOING
PSYCHOTHERAPY GROUP

CORINNE UGHTWEAVER
Denmark Passes
Gay Rights Law
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK Laws prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of race, creed, and color were
amended to include “ sexual orienta
tion” by the Danish Parliament on
May 8.
Leftist parties felt the amendment
was needed because they believed AIDS
hysteria might- lead to anti-gay
discrimination. The center-right
minority government had opposed the
bill.

First Congressional
Supporter Dies
PHILADELPHIA, PA - The lira
member of Congress to meet with a
member of a gay rights group died of a
heart attack on June 22 in a Philadel
phia hospital. Former Representative
Rovert N.C. Nix, Sr. was 88.
Nix was the only member of the en
tire House of Representatives or the
Senate who agreed to meet personally
with an official of the Mattachine Socie
ty of Washington in 1962, according to
Frank Kameny, who was president of
the organization at the time.

AIDS Virus
Engineered
Two East German researchers have
been circulating a 52-page paper argu
ing that the AIDS virus could not have
evolved naturally. Jacob and Lilli Segal
base their position on a comparison of
genetic information among the AIDS,
HTLV-1 and Visna viruses. They point

Bork
Continued from previous page

“ People in California should be
writing letters to Senator Pete Wilson,”
urges Graff. "Wilson is viewed by some
as a moderate Republican. It’s impor
tant for everyone to take ten minutes
out of their day and write a letter.”
" I think it’s important not to dis
count Wilson,” says Anthony. “ Wil
son is running for re-election and he is
particularly vulnerable.. .on issues as
fundamental as this.”
Kevin Elliot, a spokesperson for
Wilson, said Wilson has not yet decided
whether to oppose or support the Bork
nomination. “ At this point Senator
Wilson has not taken a position one
way or the other— He wants the op
portunity to review all the relevant deci
sions that [Bork] has made, and those
are currently being gathered by the
Senate Judiciary Committee.”
NGLTF urges California gay and les
bian voters to write to Senators Pete
Wilson and Alan Cranston to express
their opposition to this nomination.
Letters to the senators should be ad

out in an article in Science (Jan. 11,
1985) in which Matthew Gonda and
others demonstrated that only six per
cent of the genome of the AIDS virus
resembles that of HTLV-1 and conse
quently is far too different from the two
members of the HTLV family to belong
to that family. The Segals say the AIDS
virus more closely resembles the Visna
virus, which causes a brain disease in
sheep and has an incubation period of
one to 14 years.
The researchers charge that the AIDS
virus was engineered at the US Army’s
facility for recombinant DNA research
at Fort Detrick, Maryland, and injected
into long-term prisoners who had been
promised their freedom in exchange for
participating in the 1977 experiment.
The Segals say that when the prisoners
showed no immediate symptoms, they
were released. The first cases of AIDS
occurred in New York in 1979, two
years after the opening of the Army’s
recombinant DNA research facility.

Mexican flays/
Lesbians Harassed
MEXICALI, MEXICO - Mexicali’s
gay population has come under attack
from an official “ Moralizing Cam
paign” in the form of false accusations,
threats, arbitrary arrests, and black
mail.
Grupo Y QUE1 of Tijuana is calling
on individuals and democratic organ
izations to write protest letters demand

ing: freedom of passage, meeting, and
organizing for gays and lesbians; an end
to the repression of the gay/lesbian
community in Mexicali; respect for
their physical and moral integrity as
human beings; removal of state officials
who have profited from blackmailing
homosexuals.
Letters should be addressed to: C.
Lie. Xicotencatl Leyva M., Gobernador del Estado de Baja California
Centro Civico, Mexicali, B.C., Mexico;
C. Lie. Roberto Morales G., Procurador Gral de Justicia en el Estado de
B.C., Poder Judicial Centro Civica,
Mexicali, B.C., Mexico; and C. Fran
cisco Santana Peralta, Presidente
Municipal, Palacio Municipal Centro
Civico, Mexicali, B.C., Mexico.
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• Change self-limiting emotions,
attitudes and behaviors
• Develop support and a sense of
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• Clarify values and goals
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Smeal Steps Down
Ellie Smeal, president of the National
Organization for Women (NOW), the
country’s largest feminist organization,
has announced that she will step down
when her term ends this month. Smeal
says she decided against running for
another termbecause she wants to work
more actively to get women elected and
involved in the political mainstream.
The two candidates for president are
Molly Yard of Ligonier, PA, who is
NOW’s national political director, and
Noreen Connell, president of New York
state NOW. Elections are scheduled for
the annual convention July 17-19 in
Philadelphia.

P IN E A P P L E H O N D A
Your Authorized Northern California
Honda Motorcycle Dealer
532-3677 4500 East 14th Street. Oakland

Items from this week’s column are based on reports from
the Washington Blade, Philadelphia Qay News, Bravo!,
Advocate, and QLC Voice.

dressed to: US Senate, Washington,
DC 20510. Carbon copies may be sent
to NGLTF at 1517 U Street NW,
Washington, DC 20009.
To assist the Feminist Men’s Alliance
in circulating petitions, call 337-2061.■

Chron Con
Continued from page 3

resulted in enforcement action.”
Michioku said that the additional
materials requested of Agnos had
already been submitted to the Com
mission. “ They will be reviewed and
appropriate action taken,” she stated.
Michioku added that Commission
requests for clarification ^and amend
ments to the financial disclosure
statements submitted by public of
ficials in the state were “ not an
unusual occurrence” . However, the
Chronicle felt the Commission’s re
quest for clarification and amend
ments to Agnos’ finan'cidl disclosure
statement was front-page news.
“ The Chronicle is clearly out to
destroy Art’s candidacy,” charges

Scott Schafer, a staff worker in the
Agnos campaign, "because he’s an
outsider who represents changes in city
. Hall. Those changes include things
like rent control on vacant apartments,
opposition to homeporting the Mis
souri, district elections, and limits on
downtown growth. The Chronicle is
on the-opposite side of each of those
issues and is worried that Art’s can
didacy is gaining too much momen
tum.”
Added Schafer, “ There is nothing
in this story that is new. Everything in
that story we told them back in April
when we met with the Chronicle. The
largest sum of money, $275,000 of the
$325,000 they mentioned, was just
reported on the wrong page of the
statement. The other $50,000 was
reported as income in 1983but was not
reported again in 1984. It was a techni
cal error.”
Ron Smith, the campaign manager
of the Molinari candidacy, refused
comment on the Chronicle story.
Dave Farrell was unavailable for com
ment.
■

of San Francisco
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TRANSITIONS
Ron Cary
Our friend Ron Cary died peacefully in
his sleep on July 9, 1987, after living

with AIDS for 5Vi years.
As the longest surviving person with
AIDS, Ron was proud of his many con
tributions to the heightened public
awareness of AIDS. The first support
group for people with AIDS was held at
his home. He was one of the original
organizers for the Candlelight March
and was instrumental in the develop
ment of the People With AIDS Switch
board and the National PWA Network.
Bom in Idaho in 1947 and raised in
Nevada, Ron moved to San Francisco
in 1974. Soon after, he began
decorating cakes in his home before
opening the Cake Gallery South of
Market.
His home was filled with his collec
tion of animal art, and his creativity
was manifest in his lush garden and his
artwork.

Ron loved to travel and his many
trips took him all over the US, Mexico
and the Caribbean. Camping in the
great outdoors was his favorite pastime,
and the High Sierras his second home.
He loved his Stetsons, the rodeo, twostepping to country music, and
pinochle.
Ron is survived by his beloved
parents Frank and Dorothy, his sisters
Linda and Connie and their families.
He shared his joy and zest for life with
many friends in the Bay Area. He will
be sadly missed by Eric, Linda and Jim,
as well as many close friends.
Donations in his name may be made
to the San Francisco AIDS Foundation
or Shanti Project.
A memorial service will be held at
Shanti Project, 525 Howard Street, on
Monday, July 20, at 7:30 pm.
Ron’s gifts of love and laughter
created joy and welcome for all he
called “ friend." He showed us all how
people can truly live with AIDSi
■
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LETTERS
C ontinued from page 6

murdering young men, but to charac
terize them as gay is unwarranted and
damaging.
Kay Lieberknecht

‘Safe’ Fellatio
To the Editor:
After attending three “ safe-sex”
workshops, and talking to numerous
people, I’ve come to a different con
clusion than what is commonly
reported in the gay and straight press.
Most gay men are not practicing
“ safe-sex” as defined by the SF
AIDS Foundation, but “ possibly
safe” sex or a mixture thereof.
Nowhere is this more true than ungrandmotherly-like kissing and in that
classic (all-time perennial favorite)
homosexual act, fellatio, or fellatio
interruptus. But then, a number of
people have suggested that oral sex is
safe, including a Nobel prize-winning
epidemiologist. To quote him in part:
“ Oral sex should cause it: We
have evidence that the virus is in
saliva of infected animals. It has
been demonstrated in a few
human salivas. But to my know

ledge there isn’t an example of
AIDS in those whose only sexual
contact with others is fellatio. To
play the devil’s advocate to the
fire-and-brimstone preacher, tell
everybody to switch to oral sex
and more of it! I state this as a
joke, but some gay physicians told
us that in advising gays to curtail
their promiscuity, we were paying
homage to our puritan ancestors
rather than following the rational
outcome of our investigations.”
(D. Carleton Gajdusek, OMNI,

March '86)
The AIDS virus is delicate, they
say, and cannot survive the terrors of
the human digestive system. One
workshop facilitator said he coated
the inside of his mouth with a lubri
cant containing Nonoxynol-9 and
swallowed some before performing
oral sex for protection. Unfortunately,
these are all H20 soluble.
But still the doubts linger. Even if
you stop before orgasm what about
the pre-ejaculate which also possibly
contains smaller amounts of the virus?
What’s a boy to do? What about le
sions inside the mouth (from biting
your tongue or cheek, flossing, bums
from eating hot foods, etc.), thus
resulting in the dreaded semen-toblood contact?

Gerry
Parker
Continued from page 4

tions would be asked, and even our
friends would be held accountable. He
kept a high, independent integrity that
was important to our community.”
Wilson was massaging Parker when his
breathing stopped.
Jane Murray, Parker's sister, re
called that at 12, her brother showed his
first overt interest in politics. He worked
to elect the mayor of Nashua, NH, his
hometown. She recalled that he had
had three radios going on election
night, so he would not miss any of the
results. By age 16, he was in Washing
ton, DC, serving as a page to Congress
man Gerald Ford, and then later he was
an aide to Massachusetts Governor
John Volpe.
While attending Georgetown Univer
sity, Parker surprised all with a write-in
campaign as he ran and won election to
the New Hampshire state legislature. At
21, he was the youngest legislator in
that body’s history. He served two
terms — and graduated from college.
Restless after his term expired, Parker
moved to Los Angeles where he helped

O n

cI h e

Activist Gerry Parker seekingS
support for a labor cause.
form the Stonewall Democratic Club
and served on the campaign staff of
Wally Albertson for Assembly. Soon he
was chair of the gay caucus of the
California Democratic Party and was
an aide to State Senator Alfred Song.
When the anti-gay Briggs initiative
qualified in 1978, Parker moved to San
Francisco. He became president of the
Stonewall Democratic Club and was in
tensely involved in numerous gay

A possible answer from my fertile
imagination is to invent a non-toxic
mouth coating with Nonoxynol-9 that
is not HsO soluble. Nonoxynol-9 has
a long history of heterosexuals con
suming copious amounts with no ill
effects. This coating should be highly
alkaline, but act as a protective
sealant for open cuts in the oral cavi
ty to prevent infection.
Does something like this exist
already and is it used by dentists? Is it
possible? I have no idea. To wait for
a major pharmaceutical company to
come up with a product like this is
not realistic at this time.
So, budding entrepreneurs, yuppies,
and guppies — there you have it —
my idea. It's yours for free. Research
it, develop it, market it. Make lots of
money. Home-brew it for all I care.
When you’re done let me know. But
don’t wait too long.
Mike Kelley

;
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Ladles’ Bigotry
Thefollowing letter was sent to the
editor-in<hief o f the Ladies’ Home

|
|
|

Journal.
To the Editor:
I was shocked at the ignorance and
bigotry displayed in the “ Your Body,
Your Health” survey in the July issue

;
|
I

causes, such as forming a Deuk-Watch,
to harass the governor at his public ap
pearances because of his veto of gay
rights and AIDS legislation. He worked
for Gore Vidal's effort to be elected to
the Senate.
Parker fantasized about San Fran
cisco becoming politically controlled by
gay people. Realizing that was highly
improbable, he began studying law in
the evenings to become an attorney in
Provincetown, which he considered to
be the most exciting city on the East
Coast because of its large gay popula
tion. Parker’s companion for four
years, Billy Amberg, recalled that he
did not give parties but spent con
siderable time on the telephone and
organizing his extensive clipping files.
Much of his limited income from clerk
ing and janitorial jobs went to pay for
telephone bills, expenses for traveling to
conferences, and donations to gay
causes.
“ I loved him," said Amberg. “ He
was cantankerous and always interest
ing. We traveled to Europe together in
1982, and Gerry went on his own to see
all of Europe on a train pass. When he
returned, we had to go to Northern
Ireland because he wanted to be part of
a political hunger strike there. Gerry
was always political — 24 hours a
day.”
When AIDS began to seriously limit

of Ladies’ Home Journal.
Question #50, “ What precautions
have you taken against AIDS ex
posure?” , included in its choice of
answers “ Avoid homosexuals.” I find
it beyond belief that you would dare
to print such blatantly irresponsible
and false information. Aside from the
well-established fact that AIDS is not
contracted through casual or social
contact with any affected person, the
unfortunate experience of too many
people from all walks of life has
shown that AIDS is not a “ gay
disease.” Since you publish from the
"media capital” of the country, and
since your partner in conducting this
survey is the Center for Health Com
munication at the Harvard School of
Public Health, one would expect you
to have the.sophistication and access
to information that would make you
aware of these facts.
Perhaps your use of this response
was designed to elicit the attitudes of
your readers and to determine any existence of AIDS-related folk mythologies. If so, you would have done
better to have just left a blank in
which the reader could supply her
own response. But your decision instead to imply that “ avoiding
homosexuals” is a way of avoiding
exposure to AIDS is not only

dishonest but dangerous as well.
It is likely that I am not a
“ typical "LHJ reader, I am a
36-year-old lesbian living in a West
Coast city with a large population of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and single peo
ple. But my interest in popular culture
leads me to read a range of
periodicals from The New York
Times Magazine and The New
Yorker to People and TV Guide. I
have been pleased to note that
“ women’s magazines” have been
moving away from their stereotypical
"babies and recipes” image to pro
vide intelligent discussion of contro
versial social issues (such as the article
on surrogate mothers in that same Ju
ly issue ofLHJ). But you have set
back your own cause, as well as those
of AIDS researchers and gay civil
rights groups, with one small line of
print — and you have endangered
your readers as well. Let these
"average women” believe that by re
maining in homogenous communities
they are forever safe from AIDS. By
lying about gay people, you have not
only perpetuated the ugliness of
homophobia, but you also have
placed your readers in a potentially
fatal fool’s paradise.
Kate Brandt

Parker’s activities one year ago, his
friend Ben Gardiner gave him a room at
his Duboce Triangle residence. Gar
diner says, “ Gerry resisted getting any
help at first, but friends, Shanti, and
Kaiser all helped him with the neces
sities. Friends came to see him on a
regular basis and assisted him as he at
tended gay political marches, rallies,
and meetings — with considerable dif
ficulty.”
Gardiner recalled meeting Parker in
1978, a few days before Harvey Milk
was killed, and related an incident that
was typical of Parker. Gardiner and
Parker joined with others to attend a
national Democratic Party mid-term
session in Memphis. He remembered,
"We arrived and set out for two gay
bars that we found to be closed. There
was no gay activism, but within a week,
Gerry had a rally for gay people on a
cold, icy night in the All-America mall.
Fifty people attended — a first for
Memphis. We then rented walkietalkies and went to the conference.
Gerry disrupted a staff meeting with his
demand for gay rights and was booed.
Gay political leaflets were distributed.
The FBI was following Gerry
everywhere — even into the restroom.
We did not get the Harvey Milk
Memorial we wanted, but we did get
two minutes ofsilence on the conference
floor.”

In recent months, Gardiner ex
plained, "Gerry’s mind was always go
ing, but while it was ahead with en
thusiasm — his body fell back. He felt
compelled to go to every gay political
event, convinced that his personality
had to be there.” Most recently, he
spoke in Burlingame to a statewide doc
tor’s session discussing the possibility of
quarantining people with AIDS. The
chair, Dr. Carl Smith, said Parker’s
talk to a crowded attentive room was
impressive, as "some of these doctors
had never heard from a person with
AIDS before.” There were many other
meetings Parker attended in between
hospital confinements.
There was a lighter side to Parker.
Often, after one of his loudest, most
serious political speeches, he would
turn and impishly grin to a friend. Few
people knew that he had been an ad
vance man for Ringling Brothers Circus
for one year — arranging ticket sales
and hay for the elephants. He recently
said that returning as a circus
ringmaster would be fun.
Parker is survived by his parents,
Barbara and Charles Parker of New
Hampshire; his sister, Jane Murray;
and his grandmother, Helen Parker.
His parents were in attendance at the
memorial service here. Parker is to be
buried in New Hampshire at his re
quest.
■
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A CCassic Country fy s o r t on the R ussian R iver surrounded
fnj 14 acres o f redw ood fo re sts a n d meadows.

Call Now fo r Reservations
(707)869-0656
O pen D a ily w ith Sp ecia l R a tes Sun d a y thru T hursday

YOUR R E S O R T O N T H E R U S S IA N R IV E R !
Write: P O BO X 45 GUERNEVILLE, CA 95446
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A nnual U sed Sale
COATS / PANTS / SH IR T S / A CC ESSO R IES
1211 S U T T E R ST
(4151 6 7 3 0 6 2 6

2 0 9 3 M IS S IO N ST
(4 1 5 ) 5 5 2 7 6 1 3

SPACE AVAILABLE
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
AIDS TASK FORCE

a

1111WARD STREET. R00M3I3 "
MARTINEZ. CA 94553 (415)372-2525

CC Volunteers
The Contra Costa County AIDS Task
Force recently announced the dates for
its next training session for new
volunteer recruits: September 12, 13,
19, and 20. The four-day training is an
all-inclusive tutorial on AIDS and exer
cises on grief, death and dying, and
counseling AIDS patients and their
families.
People who are interested in applying
to work as a Task Force volunteer
should call the Task Force at (415)

372-2525 between the hours of 10 am
and 2 pm or write CCCATF, I II I
Ward Street, Room 313, Martinez, CA
94553.
Training of new volunteers is now
scheduled for four times a year, a
schedule now necessary to meet the de
mand for peer counselors and for peo
ple to serve on resource, legislative and
education committees.
Task Force volunteers now number
over 100, servingover 50 AIDS patients
in Contra Costa County.

ifomia 1987 will receive cash prizes and
beautiful huge trophies four feet tall!
Entry fee for contestants is $60, and
sponsorship may be a bar, business,
An open community meeting sponsored
organization
or individual. All con
by Citizens for Medical Justice will be
testants must be at least 21 years of age.
held on Thursday, July 23, at 7:30 pm
Special
Master
and Mistress for the
at the Women’s Building at 3543 18th
August 9 event will be one of America’s
Street at Valencia. A panel of invited
No. 1 video and magazine stars, Rick
speakers will facilitate discussion of the
Donovan, and the legendary Nicole.
most immediate AIDS-related prob
The exciting contest will include out
lems currently facing our community,
standing entertainment and dancing
including discrimination and the
,
with
only a $5 door charge. Doors open
Doolittle bills, treatment and funding
at 8 pm and the event begins promptly
issues, and "where we stand" in com
at 9 pm.
batting both the disease and those
Interested contestants, or sponsors
forces who are impeding our efforts. A
wanting applications or further infor
plan of action will be developed,
mation
should contact Eagle Produc
specific protests will be scheduled, and
tions, PO Box 33915, San Diego, CA
all will be encouraged to participate.
92103- (619) 692-1967.
Citizens for Medical Justice is an af-.
finity group that is committed to engag
ing in all non-violent actions available
to us to achieve our common goal: con
quering AIDS through scientifically
The Coalition for Western Women’s
sound, non-politicized efforts, with our
History (CWWH) sponsors the first na
dignity, civil rights, and lives intact.
tional conference to explore how condi
Join us in fighting for our lives!
tions-of race and class have affected
For more information, call
Western women’s history in “ The
552-8897.
□
Women’s West: Race, Class, and Social
Change,” at SF State University’s
Seven Hills Conference Center,
Thursday-Saturday, August 13-15.
The conference features keynote ad
Contestants are being sought for the
dresses by Dr. Vicki Ruiz. UC Davis
state’s No. 1 gay titles: the 9th Annual
History Department (A History of
Mr. & Miss Gay California Pageant to
Mexican Women in the Southwest) and
be held on Sunday, August 9, in San
San Francisco author Ruthanne Lum
Diego, at the West Coast Production
McCunn (Thousand Pieces-of Gold:
Company, 1845 Hancock St.
Some Personal Histories) on
Male (Mr.) contestants will appear
lives of Chinese-American women.
first in casual wear, then swim suits,
Panel and workshop topics include
and (Miss) female impersonators will
feminist media in the classroom,
appear first in casual wear, then evening
working-class women on the frontier,
gowns. The winners will be selected by a
black women in the West, Chicanas in
panel of qualified judges from through
theatre and literature, women of the
out the state. Mr. and Miss Gay Cal-

California Gold Rush, and women in
the Los Angeles labor movement,
among others. Receptions, films, and
local tours are also offered.
The conference is open to the public;
there is an optional S10 registration fee.
A meal and housing package is
available. Deadline for reservations is
July 25; call Elizabeth Whipple
(861-0202) for details.

Week of Prayer
for PWAs
Once again the clergy and the people of
Most Holy Redeemer Parish are plan
ning their Third Annual Week of
Prayer for persons with AIDS/ARC,
their loved ones, families and friends. It
is to be held July 26-August 2, 1987.
This year our theme is “ Choose
j
Life." We have taken great strides in
| educating ourselves, our community,
j and the rest of the country about
; AIDS/ARC. All of us are challenged by

Gay California ’87
Pageant

FORTY H O U R S D E V O TIO N
for the relief o f A ID S

death to choose life each day, especially
life in abundance.
We ask you to support our theme
"Choose Life.” We invite all Bay Area
residents of all faiths, especially persons
with AIDS/ARC, their loved ones,
families and friends to join us for this
week in celebration of life. A life of the
healing spirit, a life of hope, a life of
togetherness, a life of wellness, and a
life of celebration.
If you need further information, call
863-6259.
□

*£-■£££'

John Armstrong, MFCC
Lie. #ML 17685

Personal Issues, Sexual and Relational
Difficulties
Sliding Scale, Insurance Welcome
CaU 552-2974 for initial appointm ent
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24 Volunteers with ARC
are needed
for a major treatment study.
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THIS STUDY:

CALL FOR COSTS &BROCHURE

Want to talk about it?

The Dick Kramer Gay Men’s Chorale
will present “ Fanfare! The Fifth An
niversary Concert” to commemorate
five years of musical excellence in the
San Francisco Bay Area.
" I ’ve selected many of our old and
new favorites, and I think our audiences
are going to really enjoy the musical
memorabilia we’ll be presenting,” said
Dick Kramer, musical director and
founder of the Chorale. "It’sjust going
to be a fun evening. I ’m sure of it!”
Some featured composers in the up
coming anniversary concert are: Ben
jamin Britten. Gordon Getty. Johannes
Brahms, and Charles Ives.
“ Throughout the concert, we will be
remembering our friends over the years
who helped bring us to the
community,” Kramer said. “ Some of
these songs are a dedication to those
people, some are a memorial to those
who are no longer with us.” '
The July concert series features three
locations: in Berkeley. Tuesday, July
21, at 8 pm, First Unitarian Church in
Kensington; in San Francisco, Satur
day, July 25, at 8 pm, First Unitarian
Church at Franklin and Geary; and in
Sausalito, Sunday, July 26, at 4 pm, the
Sausalito Presbyterian Church.
Tickets for the series will be available
mid-July at all Headlines stores and
Ticketron outlets. Prices are, in ad
vance, 58 general, S6 students/seniors; •
at the door. $10 general, $8 students/
seniors. To charge tickets, call
392-7469, or to order by mail, send
check or money order to: D.K.G.M.C.,
827 Duboce Avenue, San Francisco
94117.
□

IF YOU HAVE ARC. . .
IF YOU K N O W SOMEONE
W H O HAS ARC. ...

TRADITIONAL SERVICES

DAY OR NIGHT

Closets: San Francisco Gay Jewish
Cooking, a wonderful new cookbook

Fanfare

i

FUNERAL & CREMATIONS

861-7170

j

On Saturday, August 8, Congregation
Sha’ar Zahav will hold its tenth an
niversary celebration. In 1977, the
founding members of this unique congregation had an exciting vision. They
wanted to create a progressive supportive Jewish congregation with special
outreach to lesbians and gay men. In
ten short years, that vision has become
a reality. Members of Congregation
Sha’ar Zahav have built a home,
They’ve written a unique liturgy and
published their own nonsexist prayer
books. They’ve created a place of worship for Jews of diverse backgrounds,
numbering over 300, which include:
young, old. gay, non-gay, Jews by
choice, and a growing number of les
bian and gay parents and their children.
Sha’ar Zahav is an extended family of
fering support, community, and a sense
ofmishpucha (family).
In 1983. after a very successful
building fund campaign. Congregation
Sha’ar Zahav bought its own syna
gogue. and this unique congregation
had a home of its own. Activities of the
congregation are characterized by a
commitment to community service and
social justice. Its many projects assist
the Jewish, and gay and lesbian com
munities. Some of these include:
• Being a major ongoing contributor to
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation
Food Bank.
• Helping to maintain the vigil for
Soviet Jewry,
• Raising thousands of dollars for the
American Association for Ethiopian
Jews,
• Establishing a Covenant of Sanctuary
to shelter refugees from oppressed na
tions,
• Reaching out to congregants in need
as well as to the Jewish elderly through
out San Francisco by bringing food,
companionship, and aid through the
congregation’s Bikkur Cholim commit
tee, and
• Maintaining an account at the Irwin
Memorial Blood Bank for any member
in need through the work of the
Women’s Havurah.
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav is soon
to publish Out o f Our Kitchen

that captures the flavor of the Sha’ar
Zahav family. (Part of the proceeds
from the sale of every cookbook will be
donated to the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation Food Bank.)
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GREATEST
GIFT

Comisky-Roche
SIMPLE
MEMORIAL

j

T' H' E

Citizens for
Medical Justice

Western Women's
History

Sha’ar Zahav’s
Tenth Anniversary

•
•
•
•
•

Is FDA approved
Involves no drugs
Is located in San Francisco
Will run for 12 weeks
Will cost nothing but time
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(415) 923-1656
Biosystems Research in c onjun ctio n w ith
M t. Z io n H ospital o f San Francisco.
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PERSONAL BEST
_________

_________________ REV. JOHN H. EASTWOOD, JR.

Care for Caregivers
Thefollowing article is drawnfrom a speech the author gave at the Interfaith
Conference on AIDS/ARC on March 22 in San Francisco.

I hope that in my remarks you will find some helpful connec
tions that will strengthen you in your own efforts as a
caregiver. I feel a sense of love and support towards caregivers
because we walk the same ground together — each in our own
way. We all have the concern to care for those who are dying,
and that caring means providing the best quality of life possi
ble for them. It is also important to remember, I think, that
this same ground includes our own dying.
That point struck home with me one
time when Bill Barcus and I were ad
ministering communion to a brother
priest on Ward 5B at General. Before
the service started, we talked of the fear
of dying, and Bill took the patient’s
hand and said, "Remember, we’re all
in this together.” Whether we see our
selves as sick or well, we fool ourselves
when we deny the dying within us. Our
lives are filled with a variety of losses —
emotional and physical. As a caregiver,

despair and bum-out come to us all too
quickly. There are experiences of joy
amidst death. When you think about it,
it is there in a variety of ways.
When a patient moves through the
stages of dying and comes to accept
ance, and out of a deep spirituality, is
able to express concern for others, in
cluding myself, I find great encourage
ment and joy. When in our healing, re
quiems, or memorial services, we sense a
greater intimacy with one another and
with those who have gone before, I find
thatjoyful. When I witness in the sickor
the well a sense of inner peace, good
ness, and compassionate love, I find
myself injoy. And this comes out ofour
community experience. I think that

with a family in the Midwest, for ex
ample. So, after some training by Bob
Arpin at Catholic Social Services, I
drew together a pastoral care team to
share with me in this ministry. I needed
that help, and the parish needed to have
the confidence that this structure could
give in the midst of our fears and anx
ieties. We started a support group for
those experiencing loss that would meet
for four to six weeks at different inter
vals duringthe year. Also, we added the
liturgy of healing to our Eucharist on
the first Sunday of the month. That. I
feel, is a powerfully supportive ex
perience.
How do I care for myself in my own
personal context? The best answer I can
give is... daily. I have read about stress
and all the ways for handling it. My
problem is that I don’t follow recipes
very well. In general, I don’t exercise as
much as I should, my nutrition is not up

grief load within and around me, the
tears that would surprise me when they
flowed, as well as the tears that always
seemed to wet my eyes — the depres
sion which I discovered when some days
I could barely have the energy to put
one foot in front of the other — the
anger with myself because I could not
produce adequate sermons or say the
right words to a patient — the anger
with patients because they were so
demanding — and the guilt for feeling

Each time we allow ourselves to be influenced
by those we carefor, we invite ourselves to
risk not knowing how they will affect us.

(5

I find over and over again 1need to pay
attention — to acknowledge and mourn
the deaths within myself so that I can
relate with intimacy and care to others.
All this is our common ground.
The usual setting for my caregiving is
a parish church. I am the Rector of the
Episcopal Church of St. John the
Evangelist, located in the Mission
District, with a congregation of about
130 active people; over half are gay or
-lesbian. I came to St. John’s with my
family from Indianapolis in February
1985. At that time I had no direct ex
perience with AIDS. I knewonly what I
had read in the newspapers.
I could not anticipate all of the
burden this ministry would mean to me
— all of the turmoil and confusion, the

that way — the anger with God for not
stopping this tragedy. (God and I have
a pretty good relationship — I view our
relationship as a kind of lovers’ quarrel
when I shake my fist towards the clouds
which I have done many nights out on
the back porch.) In two years at St.
John’s, we have seen ten funerals of
AIDS patients; in each case, all that I
have just described has only been a part
of the experience. The other side to the
pain is the joy. That, too, 1 could not
have anticipated. I mention this, the experience ofjoy,
because this is one of the experiences
that helps us take care of ourselves. Our
society by and large sees death as the
ultimate threat, and if we give the death
experience that kind of meaning, then

John Eastwood is Rector of the Church of Si. John the Evangelist, and created
a pastoral care team for his ministry to people with AIDS.
wherever you have community, you will
experience joy as we care for patients,
friends, and for one another.
Before I leave the community con
text, I should mention that early in
1985,1realized that I needed support in
my AIDS ministVy. It seemed that every
month or two, someone we knewin our
church parish was being diagnosed.
Some came to St. John’s because they
wanted to die in our church community
and otherwise would have been alone

July 17-23, 1987
WEEKLY ALMANAC: Mercury and
Pluto assume direct motion this week.
There are no secrets in the New Age,
and especially not in this coming week.
Confusion over who knows what is no
excuse for keeping the occult argument
hidden from the general public.
Defense-minded, saber-rattling fools
will stand naked and wrinkled with
worry. Peace is based on simple facts.
ARIES, THE SHEEP (Mar 21
-Apr 19): Family traffic around your
otherwise peaceful environment will
have you bouncing off the walls this
week. Aunt Sarah needs to seea doctor.
Cousin Billy keeps makinga mess in the
bathroom, and Baby Bobbie is crawling
everywhere practicingtouch'n'pull. The
hysteria drives you to your ultimate
limits; you may even become addicted
to the adrenalin-rush of constant crisis.
But be careful of creating panic where
none exists. Find immediate peace in the
arms of your true love.
8 TAURUS, THE OX (Apr 20
-May 20): Pressures ease this week as
you finally get to take that vacation
planned months ago. Step out of the
role of mighty wizard and let your elves
have control of thecastle. You and your
sidekick have a chance to ride into a few
sunsets together, a chance to whisper

sweet nothings and ponder the deeper
meaning of life. Enjoy your trip! P.Sa
Don’t be afraid to stopoff at a relative’s
house if nearby; he/she has forgiven and
forgotten your past sins.
I I GEMINI, THE WOLE (May 21
-Jun 20): The accumulation of raw cash
is driving you wild. Every bone in your
body tingles when you experience real
financial security. Money is piling up
around you everywhere. There’s only
one problem you may have to face this
week, and it’s directly related to your
staunch religious upbringing. Don’t be
overcome by unrestrained generosity.
Trying to help the poor is not appro
priate right now, not even if you’re
starvingfor friendship. Save, save, save!
© CANCER, THE CRAB (Jun 21
-Jul 22): Oh, you are so cute! You are
such a live wire! You have the world
dancing in the palm of your hand! But
most of all you have the love and ad
miration of someone very special. The
magic is so wonderful that you suddenly
find yourself free to make really big
dreams come true. Remember, you’re a
little older now and you may have some
difficulty keeping up with the modem
style of your lover. Take more time to
get used to it. Last chance to mail for
your free birth chart from Robert Cole,
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P.O. Box 884561, San Francisco, CA
94188.

S i LEO, THE SNAKE (Jul 23 •Aug
22): Poor baby! Going through so
many changes, always changes. Let go
of that defensive mood which gives you
the right to make things stay the same.
Surrender to the opinion of others.
Trust in the image of that which is more
powerful than yourself. Ultimately
realize that your own dreams are the
cause of change. And if you think it’s
traumatic for you, just imagine what
it’s like for the otherfin your life. Give
yourself a break!
TO VIRGO, THE PIG (Aug 23 -Sep
22): An old possibility you’d almost
forgotten suddenly reappears this week.
•Your heart once again leaps with an
ticipation. The incredible potential of
this connection created such outrageous
stress the last time, maybe you should
approach the whole idea with a more
level head this time. Most importandy,
structure your fantasy in long-range
terms. Everyone who’s involved is
ready to make permanent commit
ments; and you must be the first to ad
mit it.
^ LIBRA, THE LEOPARD (Sep
23 - Oct 22): This is your last week to

to par, some days I don’t do any pray
ing, and I will go for a longtime before I
get to see a show.
What I do do, daily, or often, is the
following. I walk Cedric, our shaggy
dog, twice a day up to the park and look
out at the East Bay and just enjoy the
view and the feel of the breeze. I give
myself permission to withdraw to my
study at home, to be quiet, to do some
imaging, and to pray. I will spend time
remembering those who have died, and

guzzle up as much glitz and glamor as
your ego can handle. Pull out all the
stops and make a pest of yourself. You
want everybody in town to recognize
your name. You want to be the most
popular creature alive. This exuberance
coincides with friends' needs to worship
a hero, so stand tall as an example of
blatant self-righteousness. At the end of
the forecast period, an extremely dif
ferent adventure awaits you.

% SCORPIO, THE SCORPION
(Oct 23 - Nov 21): You stand on the
brink of success. Dreams are walking
up and kissing you on the face. Reality
begins to overwhelm you with satisfac
tion, so expand every cell in your being
to embrace the rewards of your perfect
work. Self-satisfaction is crucial if you
want to withstand the recognition which
is soon to follow. Take this final week of
your Harvest Cycle to measureyour own
worth and set your prices. Next week,
Scorpio goes on sale!

y SAGITTARIUS. THE HORSE
(Nov 22 - Dec 21): Your initiation into
the occult mysteries is completed this
week. Pause in meditation and merge
psychically with those who have shared
their secrets with you. Join forces with
your many lovers and pour your hearts
out. Keep personal fantasies hidden
deep inside your soul; they are like
seeds you can reveal later. Be thankful
that present relationships are providing
you with a sense of profound intimacy.
Be so thankful.

| give thanks for whatever their lives gave
me. Sometimes I fed they are somehow
still with us, and after a while the tears
come and I stop to cry — tears of grief,
or relief, or joy, sometimes all three
together.
Another thin* I have learned to do is
to admit to myself my own limitations.
I pace myself on the frequency of my
hospital visits. If I know that I am not in
a good space with my grief, then I know
that I will be of no use to the patient.
Perhaps the most dramatic example
of this is not with a patient, but with our
Sunday morning congregation. On a
Sunday in January I found myself
unable to finish sermon preparation
early that morning. I had a lot of notes
on paper, but I could not focus myself
on the task. I decided that whatever it
was, I just could not get it together. I
walked upstairs and told Judy, my wife,
“ I can’t preach this morning!" I sat
down on the bed next to her and started
to cry.
I realized in that moment that the
grief of losing a friend and parishioner
that week had become like a knot that
was choking all my energy. Later, at the
service at St. John’s, I explained what
had happened to me. I invited the con
gregation just to sit in silence and pray
during the sermon time and to close
with a favorite hymn. The reaction
from people after the service was one of
appreciation for my letting them know
that I was just as fragile and weak as
they. By acknowledging our limitations
to ourselves and to others, we. set an
honest and compassionate atmosphere
for caregiving.
I
want to close by saying that each
time we allow ourselves to be influenced
by those we care for, we invite ourselves
to risk not knowing how they will affect
us. But it is in this common sharing of
risk that loneliness is overcome, and
that something new is bom, something
that is healing for both patient and care
giver, that even though there is death,
there is also life, and we, in our risking
to be involved, become signs of hope in
this world.
■

This article is thefirst in a bi-weekly
series by different writers sharing per
sonal insights into change, healing,
spiritual growth and transformation. If
you have something to share through
this column, contact Van Ault,
Holistics Editor, SF Sentinel, 500
Hayes Street. SF, CA 94102,864-1362.
S c a p r ic o r n , t h e w h a l e
(Dec 22 -Jan 19): You’re as sweet as a
big marshmallow this week. What a dif
ference for a brute like you! Whoever’s
the lucky duck who claims you as hisI
her possession will surely be flabber
gasted by your compassionate tender
ness. Cuddle up with your lover. Fon
dle your fantasies.1 Drool uncon
trollably in fits of lust. After all, you’ve
spent so much time defining and refin
ing the structure of this relationship,
isn’t it time for the next step?
k

« AQUARIUS, THE EAGLE (Jan
20 -Feb 18): Out of a vast organization
of working relationships, there sudden
ly arises a true friend. This week he/she
begins to unravel the incredible psycho
logical web you’ve woven around your
self. This relationship will dominate
your life for the next three months as
you explore secret pathways together.
But, for right now, take care of any
final details at work. You can’t afford to
be bothered with trivialities when
you’re ready to surrender everything in
love.
H PISCES, THE SHARK (Feb 19
-Mar 20): You’ll get a chance to release
tremendous, pent-up energy this week
in a fluny of partying, dancing, and
playing around. Youthful companions
will dispel your shyness with bold
gestures and daring advances. Plans
and schedules can wait for another
week. Go ahead, have a helluva good
time! P.S. This is your last chance to
make a solid impression on several
younger people. Sho# them how to
party right.

ON GUARD

JOHN S JAMES

The Washington AIDS Conference

Summarizing Some
New Treatments
(Part III)
This article concludes the discussion of H I V-treatment papers
presented at the III International Conference on AIDS,
Washington, DC, June 1-5, 1987.
Note that the writeups below only
summarize information presented at
this particular conference. We have
not had time to prepare a full
background report on any of these
treatments.
For the earlier articles in this series,
see San Francisco Sentinel, June 19
and July 2. The reference numbers in
the text of this article refer to the
volume of abstracts of Conference
papers; to obtain the abstracts dis
cussed here, see below.
• Foscarnel (chemical name
trisodium phosphonoformate hexahydrate), an antiviral developed in
Sweden by ASTRA Pharmaceuticals,
has shown activity against HIV, CMV,
and all the herpes viruses. Side effects
are usually small or moderate and they
are reversible, although sometimes
they are severe enough to require
discontinuation of the drug. The main
drawback of Foscamet is that it needs
to be administered continuously by in
travenous infusion.
The results on CMV pneumonitis
(THP 237) may be most important,
because of the difficulty of treating this
infection by other means. This study
by researchers at hospitals in England
treated eight CMV pneumonitis pa
tients with Foscamet for between eight
and 26 days. All of the patients im
proved. and seven left the hospital.
In the CMV retinitis study (session
number Th 8.1, reported here from the
abstract prepared ■before the Con
ference). Foscamet was given to 10pa
tients. nine with AIDS and one with
severe ARC. In five of the patients, the
retinitis resolved completely;, in the
others, it improved or stabilized. But
after the drug was stopped, retinitis
returned in six of the eight surviving
patients. In three of them, it responded
to subsequent use of the drug; the ab
stract does not say whether the other
patients failed to respond to Foscamet
the second time, or whether other
treatments were used instead.
Two HIV studies (THP 13and THP
238). one with eight patients and the
other with 14, reported a decrease in
the ability to isolate HIV after
Foscamet treatment. One of these

abstracts also reported clinical im
provement; the other said nothing
about clinical status.
• Glycosylation inhibitors. This
paper (TP 23) reported a successful
laboratory test of an approach to pre
venting the virus from initially at
taching to the cell, by blocking the ex
pression of glycoproteins on the en
velope of the virus. The glycosylation
inhibitor used in this test was 2-deoxyD-glucose. The authors, at universities
in Philadelphia; Wilmington, DE; and
Brussels, Belgium, suggested that
glycosylation inhibitors might prove
useful in treating AIDS.
• GMCSF (Granulocyte-Macrophage Colony Stimulating Factor).
This substance, produced by genetic
engineering, increased the white blood
count in a test of four different dosage
levels on a total of 16 AIDS patients

discontinued. The French study found
some success in HIV inhibition, but
did not state whether there had been
any clinical improvement. The New
York study only reported on side ef
fects in the abstract reviewed here.
• Imrtg I . Two poster sessions by
the same authors (MP 218 and THP
241) reported on this substance, which
is extracted from normal human white
blood cells. One of the reports sum
marized the results of 50 patients with
AIDS or ARC who have been treated
repeatedly with Imreg I for over
several months.
T-helper cells increased or did not
fall in 23 of 48 patients followed for at
least three months. Delayed hypersen
sitivity returned in 60 percent of the
patients. Some patients showed clin
ical improvement, such as weight gain,
but the abstract did not report how
many benefited. The best results were
found in persons starting with T-helper
counts of 100 or more. A new study
will enroll 150 patients with ARC or
recently onset KS.
• Isoprinosine. This immune
modulator is widely used in dozens of
countries, but has long been out of
fashion in the US, for reasons unclear.
Persons with AIDS and ARC in this
country have for several years ob
tained supplies from Mexico, often for
use in combination with ribavirin.
One poster session at the Con
ference (MP 132) reported a study of

Note that some of the potential
vaccines being developedfor AIDS are also
treatments; they might work after persons
have been infected with the AIDS virus, or
even after they have become ill.

tested, the organism disappeared from
the stools.
The treatment consisted of proteins
extracted from the milk of cows vac
cinated with a preparation of human
intestinal bacteria. The milk was
specially pasteurized to avoid destroy
ing the antibodies.
The researcher concluded that
“ While preliminary, the results
strongly suggest that a large molecular
weight fraction in cow’s milk effective
ly suppresses cryptosporidiosis in pa
tients with AIDS.” This study is im
portant because cryptosporidiosis,
which causes chronic diarrhea, has
resisted treatment with available
drugs.
• Naltrexone. A poster session at
the Conference (WP 227) released
more information from the same re
search project described in our article,
“ Naltrexone for AIDS/ARC,” Sen
tinel, October 24,1986. Naltrexone, a
prescription drug normally used to
keep opiate addicts off drugs by block
ing opiate receptors so that narcotics
will have no effect, is taken in very
small doses before bedtime by persons
with AIDS or ARC, to stimulate the
pituitary to produce more endorphins,
the body’s “ natural opiates.” The
result seems to enhance the immune
system; in fact, the scientist who
developed the Naltrexone treatment
suspects that endorphins may be the
physical basis for the beneficial effects
of exercise and good morale.
The abstract presented at the Con
ference reported a double-blind,.

placebo-controlled study with 39 pa
tients, 38 with CDC-defined AIDS and
one with' ARC. Those getting the
naltrexone showed a significant drop
in a form of alpha interferon which is
usually too high in these patients.
After three months, the placebo study
was ended, and all patients received
the naltrexone.
Of the 39 patients on naltrexone, 23
showed a large decline in alpha in
terferon over a one-year period; 16
failed to respond. There were far more
opportunistic infections and deaths in
the non-responder group. As of Decem
ber 1986, 81 percent of the non
responders had died, compared to 17
percent of the responders.
No side effects were seen.
These results support the earlier im
pression that naltrexone appears to be
helpful to some people, and appears to
have no drawbacks.
• Phosphorothioate analogs of oligodeoxynudeotides. This laboratory
study by researchers at the US Na
tional Cancer Institute and Food and
Drug Administration tested what my
becornc a new class of antiviral agents
(T 4.4). Different chemicals of this
class were effective in different degrees
against HIV in laboratory tests. At
least one worked synergistically with
dideoxyadenosine (DDA), an ex
perimental antiviral related to AZT or
DDC.
• Rifabutin (ansamycin) A study
found that this drug, used to treat the
opportunistic infection MAI but which
C ontinued on next page
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(MP 222). The counts relumed to near
their original levels t^o to 10 days
after the drug was discontinued. The
authors suggested that GM CSF might
be useful either alone, or in combina
tion with antivirals.
Note: According to a report pub
lished after the Conference. GM CSF
might cause the AIDS virus to
replicate. Anyone considering using
the treatment should investigate this
serious risk. (See ‘‘Cytokiues Alter
AIDS Virus Production,” Science,
June 26, 1987, page 1627.)
• HPA-23. Two studies, one in
Paris and one in New York, had re
markably little to report (WP 216 and
WP218). Both found moderate side
effects, especially decreases in the
number of platelets, but these effects
were reversible when the treatment was

Isoprinosine by researchers at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine in New York.
The study consisted of complex labor
atory tests of blood from ARC and
AIDS patients who were using
Isoprinosine. The highly technical
abstract concluded that Isoprinosine
“ initiated a cascade of cellular interac
tions leading to restoration of cellmediated immune responses. These in
terferences with the defective
helper/suppressor regulatory
pathways may have important
therapeutic implications."
• Milk from hyperimmune cows.
This treatment for chronic intestinal
cryptosporidiosis was tried on three
patients with AIDS, at the St.
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center in
New York (THP 148). All three im
proved, and in the two who were

POSTURAL INTEGRATION
A system of deep connective tissue bodywork
employing methods uniquely derived from
acupressure, movement awareness, gestalt, Reichian
breathing and bodywork nnethods designed to release
tension and stress and restore ease and balance to
the body/mind.
Veet Sandeha
Certified Postural Integrator
861-2231
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Feel Completely Cared For
My massage Is extremely warm and
soothing allowing all my clients to
(Ml that their Individual needs were
fulfilled.

This is you, floating in a cloud of total relaxation of
mind, body, and spirit. I incorporate several tech
niques to create a massage experience that will
leave you feeling relaxed and renewed. Be good to
yourself.
scon M c l e n n a n 621-7646
One 90-minute session is $40.
5 sessions (prepaid) $170 ($30 savings).

G e rtifie d m a s s a g e th erap ist thru Body E le c 
tric in S w ed ish , E sa len . a c upres sure, & d e ep
tis s u e techniques.
Session $35/90 mln.
Joe Immerman 415-282-6929
New location - off street parking available

PAST LIFE
REGRESSION THERAPY

fib S g ?

Explore your inner sell to develop your greatest
potential, overcome fears, bad habits, sexual
dysfunction and learn self-healing techniques,
improve sell-esteem. enhance talents and
psychic abilities through hypnotherapy. Call
864-4426 lor Free Consultation

E xperience a unique com bination of
Swedish. Shiatsu. Deep Tissue and Sportsmassage. I offer 1 V i hrs. massage for $40
Certified Massage Therapist Member,
American Massage Therapy Assoc.

THOMAS BAUMAN
Certified Hypnotherapist

In s u ra n ce ca se s a c c e p te d .

Albert Wyss

-

863-0499

STRONG, YET SEN SITIVE

In te grate body and m ind w ith a p ro 
fe s s io n a l m a ssa ge by an e x
perienced m a sse ur in a c lean, c o m 
fo rta b le environ m e nt co nd uslve to
c o m p le te re la xatio n . Y ou w ill e njo y
a w o n d e rfu l c o m b in a tio n o f S hiat
su a nd S w edish tech n iq u e s a pp ly
in g p re ssure se nsitive to yo ur
n eeds w h ile sh ed ding negative
e n e rg ie s . C e r tifie d : N a tio n a l
H o lis tic In stitu te . In o n ly $40.00.
552-9231. Tom S to llha ns.

DEEP M USCLE MASSAGE
My sensitivity, superior training, vitality,
strength and experience will deliver you a
massage you can feel the positive effects from
for days afterwards Non-sexuai. swedishstyle. 90 minutes for $35 Outcalls $45. Flexi
ble hours Call Jim 525-5163.

TRADITIONAL
JAPANESE MASSAGE
Mind — body — spirit

Reduce stress and tension Unblock your
energychannels and increase productiv
ity AMMA has a history of over one
thousand years based on the scientific
principals of Acupressure AMMA uses no
messy oils To maximize the effect of the
massage the depth of pressure is altered
to suit the individual client__________

My work is a holistic synthesis of acupressure,
massage, rebirthing, polarity and meditation. I have
been a certified practitioner for six years. Currently
I'm teaching workshops in shiatsu and bodywork for
the Learning Annex. I invite you to explore the won
derful opportunity of creative self-transformation.
For more information, call Nicholas Joyner at
415-731-7113.

11< HOUR FOR $30.00 IN OR OUT
MICHAEL WEBER 824-1628
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with men. experience the loving touch of other men
as healing, as heart communication, as erotic, sen
sual play, as male-bonding, as meditation
Drop-In Every Sunday
Arrive 6:30-7 pm $12.
653-1594
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also can inhibit HIV in larger doses,
does cross the blood-brain barrier,
thereby fulfilling one requirement of
an HIV treatment. The drug had been
given orally for several weeks. The
Abstract (THP 228) does not state
whether any clinical benefits or side ef
fects were found.
A related study (THP 233) — also
by researchers at SUNY in Stony
Brook, NY; Long Island Jewish Medi
cal Center in New Hyde Park, NY;
and the US Centers for Disease Con
trol in Atlanta, GA — is giving in
creasing doses of rifabutin to patients
until either antiviral or toxic effects are
found. The published abstract, written
before the Conference, reported nei
ther effect at 600 mg. New information
may have become available later. In-,
cidentally, .the researchers chose
rifabutin because it inhibits HIV in the
laboratory; has low toxicity when used
to treat MAI; crosses the blood-brain
barrier; and is given orally.
•Tumor necrosis factor. This
abstract (T 4.5) reported that tumor
necrosis factor and alpha inteferon
worked together to protect cells
against HIV in the laboratory.
• Vaccines. Vaccine development
has become a major area of AIDS re
search; we cannot summarize it here.
Note that some of the potential vac
cines being developed for AIDS are
also treatments; they might work after
persons have been infected with the
AIDS virus, or even after they have
become ill.
■

For More Information
For a copy of Conference abstracts
on treatments, including all the ab
stracts referenced in this series of ar
ticles, send two dollars to: John S.
James. P.O. Box 411256, San Fran
cisco, CA 94141.
This article is number 36 in a series
by the author on experimental and
alternative treatments for AIDS and
ARC. For information about back
issues, call the author at (415)
282-0110.

New Healing
Group in Castro
A new weekly healing group has been
meeting in the Castro every Wednesday
night from 7 to 9 pm since July 8.
Facilitated by Jason Serinus, editor of

Psychoimmunity and the Heating
Process: A Holistic Approach to Im
munity and AIDS, it includes resonant
healing tone, guided meditation and
other experiences to help foster the
healing and alignment process.
The group meets at The Center for
Self-Love, Growth and Healing, 552
Castro Street, Suite B, between 18th
and 19th Sts. All are welcome, and
donations are appreciated. For further
information, please call 652-2180. ■

EXPERIENCED BODYWORKER

H E LLER W O R K

I o ffer a thorough m assage com 
bining Swedish, Shiatsu and the
Ancient H aw aiian Technique,
known as Lomi Lomi practiced in
H aw aii for hundreds of years.
Experience a healing touch t h a f't
w ill help dissolve negativity and
revive your positive self.
Al M artin 626-2843.
Certified: N.H.I.

I integrate massage, acupressure
and reflexology into a session
based upon the needs of your
body, mind and spirit to provide
for deep relaxation and well be
ing. Certified.
Bill Morong
Call 552 -1 7 6 8
3657 17th Street
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AN ADVANCED. DYNAMIC SYSTEM OF DEEP
TISSUE BODYWORK AND MOVEMENT EDUCATION
DESIGNED TO REALIGN THE BODY AND RELEASE
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INSURANCECOVERAGE AVAILABLE
ONE-HALFPRICE INTRODUCTORY SESSION

Fully nutritious fruits and vegetables pass rapidly
through your digestive tract. Diets rich In fat, proteln and carbohydrates take 6-10 times longer to
digest which Is why such foods cause America's
leading diseases: appendicitis, diverticulitis, gall
bladder and heart disease. Longer digestion tim e
1Increases toxins through bacteria proliferation
i whlch ln turn causes mal-absorptlon and Immune
suppression. Understanding your digestive tract
could save your life. Published Info: $ 1 0 to Steve
Perkins, 1226 Haight Street., SF, CA 94117. Con
sultations 864-8597.

f>2 I -3QOO

A __________T

c

.

*

■

B A Y
W
R 1

1

■ from
A R
T
E

E
R

A
S

Now we re to the beginning. To death.
Grandmother gets out the box of birthday
candles, pink and blue and white. She
lights one with a match and tells mommy
to look at it. Mommy opens her eyes.
Q-tips stick out of her mouth. Grand
mother holds the candle over mommy for
a minute and then blows out the candle.
Smoke floats from the hot wick. Sissy is
crying behind me and grandmother
covers her own face with her hand. My
eyes fill with tears and everything is blurry.
I can hardly see as mommy lies on the
couch, rehearsing how to die.
G e t t i n g r e a d y f o r l a t e r : 1955

P ra c tic e :

1952

Mommy is dying. There is a lump growing
inside her and it takes all the food. Mom
my sleeps alone now and grandmother
sleeps on a cot next to mommy's bed so
she can hear if anything happens or she's
needed. Daddy sleeps in my bed and I
sleep with Sissy in her bed. Sissy says. "I
sure hope there's no fire. The firemen
won't know who's who. we re none of us in
our right bed." but grandmother tells her
please not to talk. Sissy talks all the time.
In the mornings daddy goes to work at
the grocery store and grandmother gives
mommy a bath. Grandmother puts baking
soda in the tub so mommy won t itch. She
leaves the door cracked so she can hear
Sissy or me or if any company comes.
Then grandmother dresses mommy in a
good dress and puts her on the couch for
practice. Mommy lies there with her eyes
closed and grandmother tells her she was
the best daughter in the world and how
much she loves her. Then Sissy and 1say
how much we love her and then we begin.
W e practice things backwards pretty
much to how it will really go so that what
actually will happen first will be rehearsed
last and will be fresh in our mind. W e start
by being the choir and sing some hymns.
Then grandmother welcomes Sissy and
me like we re the congregation and she's
the preacher. She cries out —
And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying. Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men. and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his peo
ple. and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor cry
ing. neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed
away.
Grandmother throws her arms out over
the couch and cries. "If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature." and Sissy
cries. "Old things are passed away.” and I
cry. "Behold, all things are become new."
Then there's parts. Grandmother says.
"I'll be old lady Whitaker." and then says,
"Oh. you are such good children. Mind
your poor daddy and be a comfort tohim.
I pray for you all every day." and we say.
"iliank you. Miss Whitaker. God bless
you.” I say. ’Til be Deacon Parker." so I
say. "What a loss for us all. Everyone
loved your mother so much. Our thoughts
are with you. Please let us know if there's
anything we can do for you folks.” Grand
mother says. "Thank you so much. It s
hard but we must bear up to the Lord's
will.” and Sissy says. "Thank you. Deacon
Parker. God bless you.” Then Sissy says.
"I'll be mommy.”
"Sissy." grandmother snaps.
"Mommy's being mommy." I say. Sissy
makes me so mad. Let there be one little
way to go wrong and Sissy goes straight
chat way every time. She doesn't even
have to think, she just heads straight to it.
Grandmother says. "I think that's enough
parts."
Next is preparation of the body. W e fill
mommy's mouth with Q-tips. Grand
mother whispers. "Be careful." Once one
of the ends broke off and mommy
coughed and coughed before she could
hawk up the safety swab.

Each night at nine after daddy closes the
grocery store. Sissy and I enter through
the loading dock doors in the alley. W e
walk through the back stockroom and
push through the swinging doors to the

E__________A __________S __________ E
try to reach under the styrofoam trays
wrapped in clear plastic the meat's in with
out making them move. It's hard. The
wrappers stick to me even though I'm
greased and the meat wiggles and wants
to slide off my back and expose me. I con
centrate on being steady because it s so
cold and the metal grate my belly presses
against is full of holes that blow out
refrigerated air. M y legs go numb and I'm
scared they'll jerk and give me away.
Daddy grabs my hair and jerks my head
out of the meat and slaps me as hard as he
can. He's crying. He grabs a pack of franks
arid hits me in the face with them. "If these
weenies were bullets your face would be
blown off. You'd be a goner because you
gave yourself aw ay." and he dunks me
back under the pink lunch meats and I get
back to work. I slowly feel my way along
the perforated grates for the alumninum

tom where we are. They stink and stick to
you. All you can think about then is them
and the cold and buzz of the cooler and
fan. But just when I think I can t go any fur
ther I'm at the end. My hand touches the
closed deli section and I've made it. Dad
dy fishes me out and kisses me on the
mouth and hugs me while we wait for Sissy
to finish. Then we get in our family circle
and all cry about how the world is that
makes learning such hard lessons
necessary.
H u r r ic a n e : 1959

What is my true face I wonder. I've been
thinking about that a lot. even now as I cut
open cases of Spam with an Exacto knife.
A hurricane is coming. They closed school
today and most stores in town are already
locked and the windows boarded up
Before a hurricane is one of the busiest

F o u r o f th e T im es M y S ister C ried
Fiction by Cooley Windsor

Illustration by Bill Salit

(for Dorothy Foster) -

front part where the food is. Our thongs
echo in the dark store and daddy calls to
us as we pad past the pet supplies, the
vegetable stall, and the dairy case. Against
the closed Venetian blinds there's the out
line of the quiet cash registers. When we
get to the butcher's counter we stop and
take all our clothes off. Daddy pulls out the
big can of oleoresin from behind the com
pressor where he keeps it and we smear
ourselves with the thick orange wax. Dad

ribs that hold them up. and use them for a
hand hold to pull myself along. I have to
be especially careful not to knock over the
pyramid of canned hams. With their round
edges if one goes they all go and they're
heavy and hurt when they hit you.
Finally I get to poultry. The chickens are
easy to crawl under because they don’t fit
together too well. The curved breasts and
pointy legs leave big spaces and the birds
can be shifted around pretty much with

It feels funny like at Christmas when you don't really care
what you get but you want to look grateful and happy so
the people who give you presents won't feel disappointed.
dy says. "I know what it's like in the world
and it's hard to believe it's bad as it is.
Everything you love can die and then you
don't have anything of your own. All you
can hope is that you'll be able to get away
someplace safe where no one will know
where you're at. That's what love does. It
teaches you to be invisible.” Then daddy
kisses our waxy faces and lifts us up and
sets us in the meat case.
W e start at the cured meat end —
bologna, pickle loaf, and salamis. I go first
because I'm a boy. I dig under the smoked
meats and start crawling the long distance.
"Stay down." daddy hollers. "Son. I can
see you. Move smoothly. If the meat
heaves up and down you're not hidden." I

out it being noticeable on top. You should
never jar anything. At most it should look
like a gentle wind, a breeze blowing in the
meat counter. It must never look like you.
Behind me I hear Sissy yelling. "I can't
breathe." She has asthma but daddy says
if she got herself killed she really couldn't
breathe. What if there was war and she
had to crawl under dead bodies to get
away? Sissy screams when daddy gooses
her with a feather duster he uses to tidy up
with. She's always been real scared of
feathers and so she dives back under the
meat and crawls like she's supposed to.
The worst part's beef. There are things
that feel like boogers but are long as shoe
laces and made out of blood all at the bot
c

times at the grocery store so we re still
here. Everybody stocks up their emergen
cy supplies and buys bottled water and
batteries and canned goods like Vienna
sausages and pork and beans and stuff
like that that'll keep if there's no electricity
and you can eat right out of the can. It's ex
citing. everybody hurrying around buying
everything and getting stuff done, and
everyone's excited and off work so it feels
like Christmas even though it's almost
summer, but I keep thinking about my
face. When I look in the mirror it does not
look like me. I don't know how to say it. It
feels funny -like at Christmas when you
don't really care what you get but you
want to look grateful and happy so the
people who give you presents won't feel
disappointed. Then you have to talk
louder than you would normally because
you need to act as happy as your face
looks. I don't know, but there's something
the matter with the way my face is. And I
don't think I'm alone. When I look at pic
tures of people I know, those aren't their
true faces either. All the pictures of my
mother have her smiling and her gums
show all on top but they never did when
she smiled in real life. Last year Uncle
Charles took grandmother to the Grand
Canyon right before she got too bad to be
able to travel. She said that would be her
personal favorite place in all the world to
go to on a trip. There's a picture of her with
the Grand Canyon in the back but it
doesn't look real. It doesn’t look like
C ontinued on page 20
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A Beginner’s Guide to Lesbian and Gay Science Fiction S. Fan
fiction. It takes less time to read and
allows you to browse among different
styles and approaches until you find a few
that intrigue you. In 1984, Alyson Pub
lications brought out Kindred Spirits: A n

Anthology o f G ay an d Lesbian Science
Fiction Stories, edited by Jeffrey M.
Elliot. Its success quickly spawned a sec
ond volume, Worlds Apart, edited by
Garber, Paleo, and Camilla Decarnin.
Because these anthologies were put out by
a gay publishing house and were edited by
lesbians and gay men, you might think
they would be a good place to start your
excursion. Not exactly.
Unfortunately, the majority o f stories
in Kindred Spirits are either aggressively
mediocre or excruciatingly bad. One
finishes the book a bit depressed, wonder
ing, “ Is that the best they could find?”
Part o f the problem comes from including
stories which rely too heavily on gim
micks, eschewing believable characteriza
tion, or including other narratives which
are so badly written it’s laughable. Some
times homosexuality is so peripheral that
the story does’t even seem to belong in an
anthology specifically subtitled "lesbian
and gay.” More than once I put the book
down, deciding that the cover art (which
has nothing to do with any o f the stories)

with sexuality. Conner conjures up a
futuristic tale o f voyeurism set in a society
where boredom is so rampant that artists
are reduced to placing tiny, almost invisi
ble hologram transmitters on unsuspect
ing people. The artists sit, watching until
some image strikes their fancy. Then they
freeze the frame and bfegin to electronical
ly enhance it. When Dieter, the protago
nist, becomes sexually attracted to his
subject, a strapping city worker, he begins
to question the ethics o f this art form.
B o th Jo a n n a R u s s ’ “ W h e n It
Changed” and Elizabeth A. Lynn’s “ The
Woman W ho Loved the M oon” are rec
ognized as classics. M y advice for the be
ginning science fiction/fantasy reader
would be to skip Kindred Spirits and seek
out these two stories, which are readily
available in other collections. “ When It
Changed” takes place on the planet
Whileaway, where men are extinct. W e
don’t know this at first because the nar
rator never explicitly states her sex. She
speaks o f her wife, o f her two daughters
and o f her wife’s daughter, but it isn’t un
til two men from Earth arrive, trying to re
establish contact with Whileaway, that we
understand that all the Whileawayians are
women. The story is so subtle, so sad and
funny at the same time, that it stays with

F o r t h e le sb ia n o r g a y m a le
r e a d e r h o w i s it p o s s i b l e
t o fin d t h e g e n r e w ith in
th e g e n re ?
was the most interesting part o f Kindred

Spirits.

speculation anddaydreams. You have to
love asking the question, “ W hat i f . . . ? ”
What if there were other ways o f life,
alternative cultures, worlds, lifeforms,
planes o f existence?
For lesbians and gay men, this kind of
speculation seems almost fundamental to
our psychological makeup. W e have all
imagined what life would be like if we
were not a minority. W e have all
postulated a world where social customs,
power structures — even biology — were
to our advantage. It’s all a harmless day
dream, a fantasy, another way o f coping
with our feelings o f powerlessness in
society at large.
This, I suspect, is why so many lesbians
and gay men have been attracted to
science fiction/fantasy and why many of
the genre’s authors have found the subject
o f homosexuality irresistible. According
to bibliographers and anthologists Eric
Garber and Lyn Paleo, a short story pub
lished in 1953 by Theodore Sturgeon
“ single-handedly opened the sci-fi field to
positive gay images.”
“ The World Well Lost” dealt with two
aliens who land on Earth and immediately
become media sensations. Adored by
millions, they are dubbed “ the lovebirds”
and bask for a while in the Earthlings’
overwhelming acceptance. Then word ar
rives from their home planet — “ the love
birds” are, in fact, homosexuals and, as
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public sentiment on Earth quickly turns
against these space travelers and it is only
with the help of a closeted gay man that
they are able to take off in search of
anothei world which might accept them
and their love for each other.
In the 35 years since that story was
published, lesbian and gay characters
began to appear with greater frequency
and less negativity. In the ’60s, the “ any
thing goes” experiments of the New Wave
sci-fi/fantasy writers took the genre by
storm and alternative sexuality became a
hot topic. Today, it’s not unusual to find a
gay or lesbian character in even the most
commercial seirfi/fantasy novel. But
there is also a growing number o f authors
who do more than use homosexuality as a
token “ contemporary” touch; these
writers actually re-imagine our lives, pro
viding us with provocative futures and
alternate histories.
For the lesbian or gay male reader just
entering the realm of spaceships, dwarves,
dragons, and black holes — for the dilet
tante who may not know so much as a title
or an author’s name — how is it possible
to find the genre within the genre? How
do you find lesbian/gay identified sci-fi
and fantasy? U p until a few years ago, it
wasn’t easy. Now, however, several sign
posts exist, some o f which are more help
ful than others.
The best way to wet your feet is short

Take, for example, Paul Novitski’s
“ Nuclear Fission,” a story which involves
an extended, non-traditional family o f the
future. This is a world where nature is of
supreme importance, where sexual prej
udices have all but disappeared. The char
acters have names like Squirrel, Coyote,
and Swann. They are interchangeable
characters, so bland that after a while I
couldn’t remember if Sparrow was an old
woman or a young boy.
The sameness o f the dialogue and the
inadequacy o f the descriptive passages
don’t help either. The prose in Novitski’s
story is the most embarrassing part —
clunky and purple: “ Sunlight spilled like
warm syrup over Sparrow’s face.” All I
could think was, “ How will he wash it
o ff?’’ Or how about: “ H e . . . went to the
window, the sun electrifying his bush of
red hair.” A giant red afro buzzing and
shooting off sparks is what I saw.
Jessica Amanda Salmonson’s “ The
Prodigal Daughter” has similar problems
with blandness but without the uninten
tional comic relief. This is a sword and
sorcery tale, one with castles and knights,
set in a non-existent land long, long ago.
Since it deals with a strong female knight
who loves the mistress o f her father’s
stable, you can see the author is trying to
play against cliches. It doesn’t succeed.
Dame Unise o f Morska-on-the-Tam (bad
choice o f names) is as staid and forthright
as any male knight (and, therefore, just as
boring) and the story’s dialogue is mired
in mock archaic inanities like, “ Embrace
me, my droll friend.” I never got past the
seventh page.
I could go on, but don’t be frightened
away by all this. Science fiction and fan
tasy have as many examples o f bad
writing and storytelling as any other
genre. Given the editor’s overall inep
titude, it’s rather amazing he managed to
include three excellent stories in Kindred
Spirits. “ Vamp” by Mike Conner bristles %

you long after you’ve finished reading it.
The same could be said of “ The
Woman W ho Loved the M oon.” But
rather than dealing with a futuristic land
scape, Lynn’s story takes place in a mythic
fantasy realm. The language is that of
fairy tales or Japanese folk tales, dis
tanced and simple, yet never simplistic.

V

science fictions underground classic
"the most intelligent,
hard-minded commentary on feminism that
you are likely to find anywhere

the female man
joanna m s s

i
“ The Woman W ho Loved the M oon”
belongs to a feminist tradition which
creates a woman-centered mythos where
women are strong, brave, and super
natural, where nature is the guiding force
in human life.
Interestingly enough, Russ and Lynn
are the only authors also represented in
Alyson’s second anthology, W orlds
Apart. Here, the editors seemed much
more concerned with providing entertain
ing, intelligent stories. The result is de
lightful. This is the place to start any so
journ into lesbian/gay sci-fi and fantasy,

iFantasy

b y J a m e s T u s h in s k i
mixes the feminist/mythic quality of
“ The Woman W ho Loved the Moon”
with science fiction, creating a race of
gods and goddesses who are actually tech
nologically advanced extraterrestrials.
When one goddess falls in love with one of
her unknowing subjects, the stage is set
for an anti-war, anti-patriarchy conclu
sion.
Lynn works in both fantasy and science
fiction and has produced several novels
with strong lesbian and gay characters.
She is less strident than Russ and is very
comfortable creating male protagonists
like Jimson in A Different Light. Jimson
suffers from an incurable disease which
will kill him if he travels into deep space.
Regardless o f this, he takes o ff in search
o f adventure and his ex-lover, Russell,
who has disappeared. Also notable for its
sensitive portrayals o f explicit homosex
ual love is Lynn’s fantasy trilogy The

Chronicles o f Tornor.

not only because you’ll find some o f the
best here, but also because, in addition to
Russ and Lynn, you will be introduced to
a group o f excellent writers whose longer
works are o f just as much interest: Marion
Zimmer Bradley, James Tiptree, Jr ., and
Samuel R. Delany.
This does not mean the other authors
represented fail to turn in excellent stories.
Nicholas Fisk takes a very stereotypical
gay male couple and somehow makes
them quite real in “ Find the Lady.” Bleak
and grubby, this post- War o f the Worlds
story frequently brings a grim smile to
your face as you watch humans try to out
wit their alien oppressors. John Varley’s
“ Lollipop and the Tar Baby” combines
lesbian clones and a talking black hole in
to a detailed and entertaining yam. And
while many tales exist o f worlds where
women live without men, “ Full Fathom
Five M y Father Lies” by Rand B. Lee is
the first I ’ve seen which depicts an alien
society where women are unknown. Alas,
even in this land o f total male homosex
uality, there still manages to be a forbid
den kind of love.
The real stars o f Worlds Apart, though,
are also the luminaries of the sci-fi/
fantasy genre as a whole. If you enjoy
their stories here, you may want to ven
ture further and try.some o f their novels.
Russ, Lynn, Delany, Tiptree, and Bradley
all deal with lesbian and gay characters in
other works, usually with a great deal of
complexity and insight.
□ Joanna Russ is the most aggressively
lesbian/feminist o f these writers. Her
style tends to be less orthodox, more ex
perimental, yet she is eminently readable.
She is represented in Worlds A part by
“ The Mystery o f the Young Gentleman, ’’
an ingenious story which combines a Vic
torian *‘woman-disguised-as-a-man ’ ’
narrative with an ambiguous extrater
restrial twist. The ending is sure to bring a"^
smile o f delight to your face.
The Female M an, Russ’s best and most
famous novel, concerns four women ex
isting in four alternative universes: one
where men are extinct; one where men and
women are literally at war with each
other; one where W orld W ar II never took
place and America is still in the midst of
the Depression; and one just like our own
universe. W hile the novel examines
women’s guilt, frustration and rage, it is
not without a considerable sense of
humor. Parts o f The Female Man draw
on Russ’ previously mentioned story,
“ When It Changed.”
□ Elizabeth A. Lynn’s “ The Gods of j
Reorth” (again, from Worlds Apart) i

□ Samuel R. Delany is recognized by
many as the finest science fiction and fan
tasy writer living. Delany has always been
upfront about his own bisexuality and
never shies from making gay men his
heroes. His massive, labyrinthian novel
Dhalgren, published in 1975, singlehandedly introduced explicit gay male sex
into the sci-fi genre. Delany is represented
in Worlds A part by his award-winning
story “ Time Considered as a Helix of
Semi-Precious Stones,” an unusually
reserved piece when it comes to the
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characters’ sexuality but dazzling in its
evocation o f a massive technological
society.
Delany favors writing about slightly
kinky sexual relationships between an
older man and a younger one. While these
characters may be well built, they are
seldom particularly good looking, which
adds a touch o f realism to the fantastic settings. In his Neveryona fantasy trilogy,
Delany even deals with the A ID S epidemic, though in a highly speculative and
not altogether responsible way. His latest
novel, Stars in M y Pockets Like Grains o f
Sand, traces a gay male love affair across
several galaxies. Fond o f quoting structuralist literary critics, Delany’s style is
literate, sometimes academic, but seldom
gets in the way o f his exciting, highly
detailed examinations o f imaginary
cultures.
□ Marion Zimmer Bradley is a phenomenally successful writer, perhaps best
known for her Darkover novels and
stories (one o f which, “ To Keep the
Oath,” appears in Worlds Apart). Darkover is an Earth-settled planet which has
been out-of-touch for centuries. The col
onizers have interbred with the planet’s
indigenous, telepathic inhabitants and
have forgotten their original heritage,
even after contact with Earth has been re
established.
Homosexuality is a prominent feature
o f several Darkover novels, notably The

!

Heritage o f Hastur,

The Forbidden

Tower, and Sharra’s Exile, but Bradley
varies occasionally in her attitude toward
it, sometimes viewing same-sex love as
perfectly all right and sometimes regard
ing it as an adolescent phase. Bradley’s
most interesting creations are the Free
Amazons o f Darkover, a guild o f inde
pendent women who band together
against the societal restrictions forced on
Darkovian women. Some o f the A m a
zons are overtly lesbian. When reading
Bradley, expea a fast, engrossing, but not
terribly challenging read.
□ James Tiptree, J r ’s real name is Alice
Sheldon and she is best known for the
award-winning story included in Worlds
Apart, “ Houston, Houston, Do You
Read?” A tale o f three macho astronauts
who are accidentally sent forward in time
where they discover a space program run
entirely by women, “ Houston” manages
to sympathize both with the horribly mis
placed astronauts and the strange,
futuristic race of women they encounter.
Tiptree’s other work deals subtly with
homosexuality but rarely gives it major
emphasis. Her rare excursion into longer
fiction, Up the Walls o f the World,
features a pair o f telepathic lesbian lovers.
Tiptree’s stories are carefully crafted and
her prose style is superb.
*
•
*
•
For those o f you inclined to do your
own browsing, Garber and Paleo have
also collaborated on an extensive biblio
graphy entitled Uranian Worlds: A
Reader's Guide to A I tentative Sexuality in
Science Fiction and Fantasy. This amaz
ing book provides plot synopses and
critical comments for hundreds o f novels
and short stories arranged by author and
annotated to tell you not only what kind
o f alternative sexuality you’ll find, but
also how it is presented — are the les
bian/gay characters stereotypical, evil, or
peripheral? •
Here you’ll find the grim, bleak worlds
o f Suzy McKee Chamas’ Walk to the End
o f the World and Anthony Burgess’ The
Wanting Seed, where “ sexual apartheid is
the rule and homosexuality the norm.”
Y o u ’ll be introduced to Arthur C.
Clarke’s homage to cloning and gay male
love, Imperial Earth, and that master
piece o f alien sexuality, Ursula K. Le
Guin’s The L e ft H and o f Darkness, which
depicts the inhabitants o f the planet
Winter, who are neuter except for several
days each month when they can become
either male or female.
So go explore. Science fiction and fan
tasy can be as relevant to lesbians and gays
as any other genre o f fiction. For many
confirmed readers it has opened the doors
o f our imagination, sending us at the
speed o f light toward new ways of seeing
the potential — and hypocrisy — o f
modem life. Sci-fi/fantasy can also take
your mind o ff everyday pressures, depos
iting you in a more accepting time or
place. Thus, whatever you’re looking
for, it’s probably out there. And now,
with Garber, Paleo, and Decamin’s help,
it’s a lot easier to find.
■
Kindred Spirits: An Anthology of Gay
and Lesbian Science Fiction Stories,

edited b y Je ffrey M . E liot, A lyso n
Publications, $6.95, paper.
Worlds Apart: An Anthology of Lesbian
and Gay Science Fiction and Fantasy,

edited b y Camilla Decarnin, Eric Garber,
and Lyn Paleo, A lyson Publications,
$7.95, paper.
Uranian Worlds: A Reader’s Guide to
Alternative Sexuality in Science Fiction
and Fantasy, compiled b y Eric Garber
-

an d Lyn Paleo, G.K. Hall & Co., Boston,
hardcover.

grandmother and the Grand Canyon looks
like a lake with a cloud in it. It's not the true
face. I'm not sure why this bothers me so
much but it sure does.
Behind me I hear someone call my name
so I turn around to look. It's a lady and
she's pushing a grocery can with a little
redheaded baby in the seat. I set down my
Exacto knife and stand up so I can smile at
her since she knows me. She says my
name again so I smile even bigger and go
over by where her basket is. She says. "M y
wo.rd. how you've grown.” and I say.
"Thank you. ma'am.” She says. "Don't
you recognize me?” and for all the world I
don't but I don't want to say so. so I look
like I'm thinking for a second and then I
beam at her and say. "Oh yes I know you."
even though I don't. Now I can't let her
know I don't know her since I just said I do.
so I think of a good plan and figure if we
start talking about her baby I'll get off the
hook. So I look at the baby that has bright
.curly red hair and I open my eyes wide and
clap my hands and say. "What a darling
precious baby. I must hold that baby this
minute." and I reach over to scoop the
baby out of the basket. I reach under his
arms and give a tug and the strangest thing
happens. The baby feels light as a feather
as I raise his arms and little sailor shirt out
of the basket, and when they pass his hair
it snags off too. so I am holding his arms,
shirt, and hair up against my chest but the
baby is still sitting way over in the basket. I
look at the baby that now has no shirt on
and it's armless and bald. Then I look in my
hands. It's a little leather harness with two
bright pink plastic arms hooked to it and
the curly red hair is a tiny wig. I don't know
what to do. The woman looks at me and IN
hpld out my hands some so she can take
back her baby's arms if she wants to but
she doesn t make a move. She just looks at
me. I wish I could slink off I'm so embar
rassed what I've done. She says. "You're
very awkward, aren't you?" and I nod. She
doesn't do anything or say anything so I
just stand there nodding and holding out
the little arms. After a while she says. "This
little baby was bom without any arms.” I
don't know what to say to that so I keep
nodding and try to look thoughtful. She
says. "And he has to wear a wig because
he doesn't have a lick of hair anywhere on
his body.” I think for a little and decide
maybe the baby has cancer. They give
people with cancer medidne that makes
their hair fall out. so I try to look sad and
say. "Cancer?" She says. "No. This baby
was bom without a single follicle in his
body." I don't know what that means at all.
1figure it couldn't be bad as cancer so I
make a little smile to show that's good, but
that poor baby is in awful shape with no
arms and whatever else is wrong, so I
squint my eyes to show I'm sorry for the
baby and I try to bend one side of my
mouth down some to show I'm sym
pathetic. I want to be polite and friendly
like you're supposed to be. And I look
down at the shirt and wig and arms in my
hands. It looks like a hairy red bird with
two bald plastic wings that are starting to
droop, like the bird's tired.
I stand there clutching that bird and I
don't have any true face.
That night after daddy and Sissy and I
get home we have to run around and get
our house ready for the hurricane. Daddy
fills up our bathtub so we'll have that water
to use since pipes always get contami
nated if it's a flood. Sissy and I are putting
masking tape on the windows so if the
wind breaks them the glass won't shatter. 1
do what looks like spider web patterns like
everyone else does because it's the right
way to tape windows but Sissy does
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groups of crosses. First she does a big
cross that's lesus and then a bunch of little
crosses that's thieves. Sissy saw a movie
about a nun and wants to be a Catholic
and grow up to be a nun that's a nurse in
Africa and minister to sick colored people
and headhunters. She has glued marbles
to an old belt to be prayer beads and she
crosses herself like Catholics do whenever
she thinks nobody's looking.
W e shut our house up good and tight
and make pallets for ourselves in the hall.
That's the safest place to be in bad storms.
Daddy wires a flashlight to the top of
Sissy's head and then one to mine so we
can be spotted by rescue helicopters if

we're swept away. Then Sissy makes us
bow our heads and she prays that God will
save our lifeand daddy turns out the lights
and we lay down on our pallets. Daddy
plays his good transistor radio so we can
hear weather reports from storm head
quarters. Sissy grabs the radio and holds it
up to her face. She likes to look at the little
dial that glows in the dark. Daddy says to
put that radio right back where she got it
but Sissy doesn't do it. She holds it to her
like it was her baby. I drift to sleep listening
to the man on the radio talk about precau
tions. "Be sure to bring your garbage cans
and lawn chairs in the house." he says.
"They can hurt people, the winds are that
bad." Outside I can hear the storm blow
ing. The hurricane is coming.
I wake up when I hear a squawk and a
loud pop. Daddy hollers. "What was
that?" I can hear Sissy start crying. She
says. "I've wet the bed.” Daddy says.
Turn on your flashlight." so Sissy does.
She looks like a coal miner with her flash
light shining on her head. Daddy goes
over to her. "Look." he yells. "Look what
you've done. You've peed all over the
radio and made it get a short." Sissy is
already crying but she stops for a second
when Daddy slaps her the first time. The
beam of her flashlight leaps across our hall
and then Sissy starts to cry real loud. Dad
dy says. "1told you to put that radio back. "

secret center where there is nothing there.
1 pull my covers over my head and I
know it's me. I bring my hands to my head,
rest them on my face. I am warm and
underneath is bone. I know. This is my true
face and it feels like nothing in the world.

S unday a ftern o o n s
A T H O M E ! 1966

Every Sunday I watch ABC "W ide World
of Sports" at daddy's house in DeRidder
where he and Sissy live together. I sit in the
recliner in front of TV while Sissy cooks
supper and daddy lays on the couch and
plays with his parakeet named Blue

Hawaii. Sissy has gotten huge gobby fat
and seldom dresses anymore. "I guess I'm
just a homebody." she says. "I want it to
be nice here and I'm not interested in any
thing but daddy and our home.”
Blue Hawaii sings. "Vissi d'arte."
"I hate that bird." Sissy says.
The bird was Sissy’s idea. She bought it
for daddy when she first moved back in.
She had lost her job at Service Tire and
Supply and got high blood pressure and
was way behind paying daddy back the
money she'd borrowed for her trailer. She
was glad to sell it she said because it was
expensive and lonesome and she could
help daddy out and now he wouldn't have
to be alone.
Sissy said. "What we need is a pet or
two."
Daddy said. "I don’t want any pets
here. " But Sissy snuck down to Kress and
bought a parakeet. "I don't want a bird."
daddy said.
"Sure you do." Sissy said. "Its name is
Blue Hawaii and if you poke it with a pencil
it'll do the hula."
Daddy taught Blue Hawaii to sing the
songs he loves and they listen to Texaco
opera on the radio Saturday afternoons
and sing arias to each other.
Daddy sings "Nessun dorma" to Blue
Hawaii and the parakeet sings "Un bel di"

Outside it is the eye of the hurricane, the secret
center where there is nothing there.
«=%•
The thunder is loud outside and the wind
has really picked up. Daddy drags Sissy
out from under her wet covers and the cir
cle of light from her flashlight dances on
the walls. Then daddy starts slapping Sissy
over and over and shaking her he's so
mad. "What did I tell you?" he keeps say
ing. "What did I tell you?" Sissy is crying
her eyes out. The circle of light flies all over
the hall. It looks like it’s everywhere, like a
storm of falling stars.
Later it gets very quiet. Our hall is
perfectly dark. I hear daddy and Sissy
breathing and can tell they are asleep. In
this dark place I can tell where everything
is. Outside it is the eye of the hurricane, the

Daddy sings —
"You are my only pleasure.”
and Blue Hawaii sings —
"You are my truest treasure."
Daddy sings —
"If death will ease our sorrow —"
and Blue Hawaii sings —
"Then I am content to die. "

to daddy. "I love you. Blue Hawaii." dad
dy says.
"I love you." Blue Hawaii says.
"Get a pencil and make him dance."
Sissy says but daddy won't let her. Sissy
says. "It's just a bird. It wouldn't hurt. They
like to dance." but daddy says no.
Sissy called me and said. "You need to
drive down and visit every weekend. Your
poor daddy's so lonesome he's talking to
a bird all the time and you should be
ashamed of yourself for it." So I hop in my
car every Sunday and drive from Baton
Rouge to DeRidder and sit in the living
room while Sissy cooks and daddy and
Blue Hawaii sing songs to each other.

In the kitchen Sissy sings "Bringing in the
sheaves." Generally she fries chicken pat
ties for our supper and the room fills with
blue smoke and the sizzle of fat drowns
out TV. Or sometimes she will bake a ham
with a dried up pineapple wedge sitting on
it like a wrinkled hat on a big pink head.
"It's nutritious and tasty." Sissy says but
daddy seldom eats anything anymore. "I
think you got a disease from that bird,
daddy. " Sissy says, "and it s affected your
appetite. That's how a lot of disease gets
transmitted. By birds.”
Blue Hawaii sings to daddy —
"How well in thee does heaven at last
Compensate all my sorrows past."
and daddy sings to Blue Hawaii —
"O fairest of ten thousand fair
Yet for thy virtue more admir’d
Thy words and actions all declare
Thy wisdom by our God inspir'd."
One afternoon I'm sitting watching table
tennis broadcast from China while Blue
Hawaii sings to daddy —
‘To your good spirit alone I owe
Words that sweet as honey flow."
and daddy sings —
"W ere all the world lost to me.
All the world your love would be."
Then Sissy rushes into the room and
sings "I'm never nervey.
I'm just lovey dovey
And I'm going to make you
Love me. Love me. Love me.”
She dances as she sings love me over
and over, and she lifts her blue nightie
over her hanging stomach so we can see
her panties and bra. Her legs are big as
clouds and white with green bruises where
her thighs collide. "I love you.", she sings.
' a bushel and a peck and a hug around the
neck." She pumps her bare belly against
daddy but he is kissing Blue Hawaii and his
eyes are closed and he pretends not to
notice.
One Sunday I am watching soccer
matches in Australia on TV. Daddy and
Blue Hawaii are singing to each other on
the couch and Sissy is in the kitchen frying
salmon croquettes because she is trying to
reduce. I say. "Daddy. I may miss some
Sundays. I've been seeing somebody late
ly and probably will spend some Sunday
afternoons with her. Of course I'll bring
her down some weekend so you can meet
her but I wanted to tell you I'll probably
miss some Sundays and that's why. But I'll
still visit you a lot. I — well — I love you."
Daddy just sits humming and brushing his
lips against Blue Hawaii's beak.
Sissy runs into the room and shouts.
"What? What?"
I say. "I was explaining that I may
miss —"
"Everybody does as they damn well
please." Sissy cries. "Nobody thinks of
anybody but their own self except me. I try
and make this a nice family and a home
but nobody understands you got to give
things up for love. Nobody ever gives up
anything but me. Nobody." and she
stomps back into the kitchen but loses one
of her blue terrycloth houseshoes on the
way.
The Australian national team is playing
well and scores. The applause is loud as
frying salmon. Sissy is crying in the kitchen
so hard she gives herself hiccups and gags
between sobs. Daddy is humming to his
parakeet. And floating over all the sound
in our house is Blue Hawaii's slender
voice, skinnier than its pink scaly toes
wrapped delicately around daddy's
finger, pledging its happy heart, its will
ingness to die for love.
■

Cooley Windsor grew up in McAlester. Oklahoma
and currently lives in San Francisco. He received his BA
degree from the University of New Orleans, and his
MFA degreefrom Indiana University/Bloomington. He
has been awarded the Hemingway Fellowship, the
Stegner Fellowship, and the Ellis Literary Prize for his
work in creative writing.
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The Joffrey ‘Package’

Words about Dance
ast week I watched the Joffrey Ballet
perform on three consecutive nights and in
the process learned a great deal about the cur
rent state o f dance in this nation. I also found
myself reflecting on — and clarifying — why I
have chosen to write words about such an
adamantly non-verbal form of art. Still, and
despite such welcome revelations, I was
discouraged by how little harmony exists be
tween my two sets of observations.

L

addition to Jo ffre y ’s artistic
talents,
. .he is also a savvy
American businessman and he
knows how to package his prod
uct.”
Such truth in merchandising
is, well, refreshing. It also helps
to explain why personalities —
and truly great dancers — never
emerge at the Joffrey. Such an
occurrence would threaten (and
interfere) with the company’s
overall marketing (read: finan
cial) objectives. Joffrey and Arpino have managed to perfect a
product that provides audiences
with lots o f high-energy, preci
sion movement performed by a
host o f very pretty, sexy bodies.
Athletics, acrobatics and
theatrical razzle-dazzle are
guaranteed with the purchase of
every ticket. O f course, there’s
always a smidgen o f historical
reference (just to remind audi
ences this is “ great art” ) and a

j
|
|
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endless over-the-head lifts, and
many remarkable yet gratuitous
gymnastic contortions.
I t ’s hard to know what, exactly, to pick as a representative example, but I suppose the repeat
o f Arpino’s 1971 “ Valentine” is
the best — and most offensive —
choice. The dance is conceived
for two people, a man and a
woman, although I hesitate to
call it a pas de deux, as it violates
nearly everything that phrase im
plies.
“ Valentine” opens with a
cellist picking (literally) at his instrument (very arty, I suspect, in
the early ’70s) while two dancers
sit, separated by a rather signifi
cant diagonal line of space. The
dancers (Beatriz Rodriguez and
David Palmer) are, initially, attired in boxer’s robes. These
cover-ups are soon shed, revealing body-hugging sparring outfits made from horizontal

As a critic, I believe my
greatest responsibility consists of
praising those dances and artists
who give me (and, I assume,
some others) great pleasure. The
pleasures that I derive from
dance are those o f extraordinary
beauty, profound emotional in
sight, and occasional glimpses
into a complete wholeness o f be
ing. In addition to praising (and
in the process o f so doing), I at
tempt to share my experiences
with a reader, possibly confirm
ing or encouraging a similar ex
perience.
I take little, if any, pleasure
when condemning a particular
artist or performance. There
is no joy in turning a clever
phrase that dismisses someone’s
months, possibly years, o f hard
work. This aspect o f criticism is a
responsibility that I accept, but it
is also a burden. The real work of
a critic, I believe, is finding those
moments when the personal ego
can be left to the side, having
recognized something far greater
and more satisfying than the in
dividual self.
Those transcendent moments
in dance are what a good critic
looks and lives for. It’s terribly
sad then when you discover a bad
dance or a group’s “ o ff” night.
But it’s virtually tragic when you
encounter an entire company
whose artistic management ap
pears dedicated to the commer
cial exploitation o f its artists. It ’s
even more vexsome (a final insult
— or so it seemed to me) when
you realize that a large portion of
the American dance audience is
perfectly content and, osten
sibly, enjoys the kinetic antics of,
say, the Joffrey entertainment
machine.
First, let me explain by begin
ning with the real job o f praising:
The Jo ffre y’s dancers are surely
among the finest in the nation;
their technical control and agility
often seem unparalleled. The
women exhibit great strength,
endless extension, and sharp,
carefully controlled footwork.
Similarly, the men are strong
without being macho braggarts
and often radiate a calm, goodnatured self-assurance.
Given all o f these exemplary
technical attributes, why is it
then that the Joffrey (in the past
ten years or so) has not produced
any recognizable “ stars” ? W hy
is it that on the stage the dancers
seem devoid o f distinct, individ
ualistic personalities? W h y is it
that this company appears so
c ris p , cle an - cu t and allAmerican yet lacking expressive
subtlety and depth? And why,
most importantly, does it appear
that Jo ffrey audiences don’t
really care?
The answers, although com
plex and multi-layered,, rest

Joffrey Ballet dancers Dawn Caccamo and Glenn Edgerton are pictured in Gail Kachadurian’s
“ Altered States.”
largely with the company’s artis
tic management and, in partic
ular, with its resident choreo
grapher, Gerald Arpino. The
Jo ffre y ’s commercial success
also has something to do with the
American public’s very recent
(post mid-1960s) discovery that
dance can be very entertaining
and sexy. Both o f which it is —
quite gloriously so — but dance,
especially ballet, is also an in
herently musical art form. And
this ensures a whole galaxy o f ar
tistic wonders.
B y now, I ’m sure many
Joffrey-goers have read the com
pany’s often-repeated tale of
near-extinction due to financial
troubles (both in 1963 and again
in 1979). And twice, the com
pany has risen, guided by the
“ visionary” instincts o f director
Robert Jo ffre y and choreo
grapher Arpino. The company’s
current program explains that in

dash o f contemporary provoca
tion. But these diversions, as last
week’s performances proved,
are merely exceptions to the
general glut o f eroticized
aerobics.
Although I chose to skip the
special, “ all-Arpino” evening of
dance, the three nights I did at
tend featured four works by Arpino (including two perform
ances of the audience favorite,
“ Light Rain” ) along with the
San Francisco premiere o f
Arpino-protege Mark H aim ’s
“ The Gardens o f B o b o li,”
Houston Ballet director Ben
Stevenson’s “ Three Preludes,”
and the local premiere o f Gail
K a c h a d u r ia n ’ s
“ A lte re d
States.”
In common, and although
representing a diversity o f mood,
decor and costuming, these
seven dances emphasized an
aesthetic o f cliched movements,

swatches o f black, salmon and
day-glow yellow.
The dance that ensues is more
o f a mimed fight than a choreo
graphic offering, stressing lots of
complicated, physically de
manding partnering and punctu
ated by yells and other verbal
embellishments. After much ado
about nothing, the couple
decides to patch it all up with
some melodramatic feigned
copulation. I was embarrassed
for the dancers, but the audience
seemed to think it was great.
For me, musicality is the quali
ty that’s consistently missing
from performances by the Jo f
frey. It’s also the quality that was
there (admittedly in a somewhat
truncated form) in the only two
dances that I liked very much:
post-modern, e n fa n t terrible
M ark Morris’ San Francisco
premiere of “ Esteemed Guests”

I
j

and the historical re-creation of
A r th u r S a in t- L e o n ’s 1847
Romantic gem, “ L a Vivandiere
j Pas de Six.”
|
But, what is musicality? It ’s a
j concept that’s difficult to define
j but one that I believe is essential
j to an understanding — and ap
! preciation — o f ballet. It’s also a
i quality that most American au
diences (and many American
choreographers) have little ex
perience with or eagerness to em
brace.
i
M usicality certainly isn ’t
j simply a pedantic matching of
the movement phrasing to every
beat o f the composer’s score.
This would make for dancing
that’s dull and lifeless. Instead,
; as the late, eminently humane
; writer Edwin Denby suggested,
j musicality is a successful “ mar
1 riage” o f dancing and music,
i one that reveals the emotion con
tained within the music, “ not
mechanically but in spirit.”
I f one watches a dance care
fully, and if the piece is highly
“ musical,” you will recognize
both the choreographer’s sen
sitivity to musical phrasing and
the dancer’s individual inter
pretation of the choreography in
response to the music. Such com
binations o f phrasing are infi
nitely varied and, when success
ful, provide dance with its
highest, most poetic expressive
possibilities.
(This explanation. I ’m sure, is
woefully inadequate. But it ap
proaches the very core of my en
thusiasm for dance, and it is
something I will return to at
other times.)
*
*
•
In the dance by bad boy M or
ris, what we got was a dark,
almost sinister version of Balan
chine that both pays homage and
pokes fun at the late master. The
piece is set to C .P .E . Bach’s
Cello Concerto in A and, in three
movements, counterpoints a
corps o f ten dancers with a
female pair (Jennifer Habig and
Beatriz Rodriguez), a group of
five soloists, and finally against
the virile and uncontrived part
nering o f two men (Jerel Hilding
and Tom Mossbrucker).
Overall, the choreography is
highly sensitive to Bach’s music,
producing a series o f intimate
interchanges between couples
that are both formal and courtly
in nature. But Morris also upsets
our expectations: the men twitter
on pointe in the third movement
and the ballerinas frequently fall
limp and are lowered, face first,
to the floor by their partners.
This was one o f the few pieces
where the Jo ff r e y dancers
seemed to be proud o f what they
were doing; it was also one o f the
company’s few dances that de
manded a sense o f artistic in
tegrity and expressive nuance.
The re-creation o f SaintLeon’s Pas de Six was, similarly,
an immensely enjoyable piece —
almost like a history lesson in
what the Romantic ballet may
have been like. M y only com
plaint is that it was hard to
discern any distinct personality
or unique movement character
istics among the four women
dancing the famous pas de
quatre. But still, the dance was
pleasant and interesting — even
if an anomaly within the Joffrey
machine’s regular entertainment
package.
■

The Joffrey Ballet will perform
John C ranko's hectic version o f
Romeo and Juliet (music by Pro
kofiev) tonight at 8 p m ; Satur
day, 7/18, at 2 and 8 pm ; and
Sunday, 7/19, at 8 pm , War
M em orial Opera House, SF.
Call 431-5400.
c
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God save the queen!

KATHERINE HELMOND and PATRICK MACNEE

A SKOURAS PICTURES PRESENTATION FILM FOUR INTERNATIONAL • AN OTTO PLASCHKES PRODUCTION • SHADEY
ANTONY SHER • BlLLlE WHITELAW • PATRICK MACNEE • LESLIE ASH • BERNARD HEPTON • LARRY LAM B and KATHERINE HELMOND
M usic Composed by COL IN TOW NS* Screenplay by SNOO WILSON • Producer OTTO PLASCHKES • Director PHILIP SAVILLE
A SKOURAS PICTURES INC RELEASE
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La Bamba

Chicano family life we do see
indicate territory 1 hope V a l
o c k ’ n ’ r o ll d re am in g
dez will explore in the future.
Fulfilled; just about the
Diabolically handsome Esai
best movie this year for thoseMorales is superb as Ritchie’s
hot Saturday nights on Con
drunken wife-abusing biker
cord Boulevard. Engaging per
brother — a tortured mix o f
formances and a dynamite
machismo and tenderness. He
soundtrack, along with all the
is, or should be, the story’s
innocence, dust and chromed
emotional center. Rosanna De
Cadillacs o f the ’50s San Fer
Soto handles the stock “ work
nando Valley, make this corning mom” role gracefully.
ball bio-pic about Latino pop
W hile Phillips’ acting is
hero Ritchie Valens a fun two
underwhelming in the lead
hours in the dark. This subject
role, his natural charisma and
is a natural for writer/director
a great singing voice (if it’s
Luis Valdez, whose interest in
really his) enliven the engaging
Chicano history was amply
musical numbers. Cameos by
displayed in the political mus
Brian Setzer (o f Stray Cats) as
ical Zo o t Suit, but Valdez’s
failure to go beyond fill-inthe-blanks Hollywood for
mula here is mysterious and
disappointing.
There is a decidedly fabular
quality to Valens’ meteoric
career, and it occurred to me
that Valdez might be deliber
ately treating it as fantasy, as
unadulterated teenage dream.
W hatever the motivations,
Valens — played by wellEddie Cochran and Howard
scrubbed unknown Lou Dia
Huntsberry as Jackie W ilson
are must-sees for music buffs,
mond Phillips — is depicted as
and Valens’ own music is
a receptacle o f illimitable

R

Valens
apparently dies
a virgin in the
Buddy Holly-Big
Bopper plane
crash.

Macho madness: Esai Morales (right) stars as Bob, a young Latino
who has a hard time dealing with the success o f his half-brother,
Ritchie Valens (Lou Diamond Phillips) in La Bamba.
Christlike virtue as well as un
quenchable talent. His love of
Mom and his blonde class
room sweetheart(gawkily cute
Danielle von Zerneck, plays
the inspiration for the classic
ballad “ Donna” ) carries him
in eight months from high
school hallways to American
Bandstand, and he apparently
dies a virgin in the Buddy
Holly-Big Bopper plane crash.
Issues o f racism and even of
broader societal context are
largely, and bafflingly, absent
from La B am ba's script. (A
studio decision?) Ritchie’s
high school is an incredibly
harmonious racial blend, and
even his name change (from
V a le n z u e la and D o n n a ’s
dad’s dislike for him are
divorced from any socioethnic
meaning. No one can blame
Valdez for wanting a hit
movie, and I guess this film ’s
already something o f a sym
bolic breakthrough — how
many features can you name
about Hispanic success in
America? Still, one gets the in
evitable feeling that major
compromises were made at the
production level.
Those truncated glimpses of

recreated by the wonderful
East L .A . band Los Lobos,
who also appear briefly in a
Tijuana cathouse. Not politi
cal or very rootsy, La Bam ba
is honest entertainment. Let’s
take what we can get.
■

La Bamba screens M onday, July
20, at the New Mission Theatre,
2550 Mission (647-1261), in a
benefit f o r the Mission Cultural
Center. Call 821-1155f o r infor
mation. A reception fo llo w s at
the Center fr o m 9 pm-midnight,
featuring director Luis Valdez,
the cast, crew, and Carlos San
tana, who scored the film . 2451
Harrison. $35 at the door. La
Bamba opens a regular run Fri
day, July 24, a t the Kabuki, Post
at Fillmore.

I Pigeon) captures Jean-Paul
Belmondo at his most peculiarly
| powerful, in a fa*ble o f crime and
loyalty that operates on several
levels simultaneously.
Belmondo plays Silien, a
police informant whose every
action is ambiguous; in fact,
the notion o f the value and
reliability o f information itself
comes under implicit attack.
He may have betrayed his
friend Maurice, a murderer
and burglar (the even grimmer
Serge Reggiani) but also may
have rescued him from the
cops. Most evidently, Le
D oulos is an especially wellmade homage to American
film noir, elaborately lit and
photographed in glorious,
high-contrast black and white.
In such movies, o f course, we
know how to behave: believe
nothing and trust no one.
But M elville ’s obsession
with the icons o f Americana
— cool jazz, K O O L cigarettes,
incongruously huge Chevys
and Fords and L .A . style in
teriors — becomes destabiliz
ing, almost surreal. It ’s as
though his series o f filmic in
jokes embodies a critique of
the American film language,
by this time already worlddominant. Tough guys with
cigarettes, big cars on the
boulevards, complaisant wom
en: all that these hypnotic
signals mask is a society o f
pointless violence, unfulfilled
desire and narcissistic selfregard. A t crisis moments in
L e D oulos, both Belmondo
and Reggiani pause to check
their impeccable reflections.
Like Melville, then, we end
up mistrusting what we see on
the screen, without being able
to tear ourselves away. W e ’re
enraptured by the Wellesian
cinematography, we want to
learn what happened to the
hidden jewels, we want to
know which o f the beautiful
women is a double-crosser.
Mostly, though, we want to
see Belmondo inhabit the
frame with his inscrutable

Melville's
obsession with
the icons o f
Americana
becomes
destabilizing,
almost surreal.
languor. (W ith o u t giving
things away, his expression of
vague disgust at the end is
priceless.) His gaze seems at
once erotic and completely dif
fident; rather than seducing
the camera, he seems to be
stalking it, knowing half-smile
in place. L e D oulos is a pretty
effective star vehicle, but the
star here is part o f a cold,
puzzling, fascinating land
scape.
■

wasted-aristocrat good looks
and extravagant histrionics of
Richard E. Grant as would-be
Shakespearean Withnail.
Grant prowls the duo’s fetid
digs looking for hair tonic and
anti-freeze to drink (they
haven’t any money, food or
clean dishes) and proclaiming,
“ I ’m good looking. W h y can’t
I be on bloody television?”
The shy, bespectacled “ 1”
(Paul M cGann) is somewhat
cowed by his friend’s rotting
elegance, but the viewer of

This movie's best
at skewering the
boundless vanity
and bogus
idealism o f
socially
dysfunctional
adults who fancy
themselves
artists.
course realizes that Withnail is
on the way down, and “ I , ”
up. Both actors make auspi
cious film debuts, as does direc
tor Bruce Robinson, previous
ly noted as screenwriter o f The

Killing Fields.
This movie’s best at skewer
ing the boundless vanity and
bogus idealism o f the pro
tagonists — socially dysfunc
tio nal adults who fancy
themselves artists. W hen
W ithnail and “ 1” head o ff to
the Lake District in their
rusted Jaguar in an effort to
avoid physical and mental col
lapse (Withnail says, “ I fear we
are drifting into the arena of
the unw ell” ), R o b in so n ’s
script settles into some stock
English comedy routines.
These are diverting but slight
— demented country folk, a
runaway bull, and the Lon
doners’ ineptitude when faced
with rural existence.
M ore disappointingly, a
kneejerk homophobia creeps
in to
th e
p o rtra ya l
of
W ith n a il’s eccentric Uncle
Monty, a mostly delightful char
acter as played by stage vet
eran Richard Griffiths. Unfor
tunately, by the film’s conclu
sion the rotund Monty’s pursuit
of “ I ” becomes purest hetero
paranoia. (Backing “ I ” into a
corner, Monty declaims: “ I
mean to have you, even if it be
burglary!” ) Ironically, the
crumbling intimacy between I

D

Withnail and I plays at the Bridge,
Geary near M asonic. Call
751-3212.
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“ TER RIFIC !
Almodovar's the most
audacious and certainly
the m ost sexually explicit
exponent o f post-Franco
movie frankness in Spain
today. The real bonus is
Carmen M aura - a
revelation as the complex
Tina - a cross between
Edy W illiam s and Anna
M agnani . "
-Edward Gulhmann

THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“ FUNNY A N D
STA R TLIN G !
A n erotic melodrama
that revels in divine
decadence. ”
-Michael Sragotv

THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER

“ A TRUE
TALENT!”

-Pauline Kael, THE NEW YORKER

“ LUSHLY
E R O TIC !
W ould make Betty Blue
blush crimson / ”
-David Edelstein, VOICE

EXCLUSIVESF ENGAGEMENT
Call Thrumfor Shtwtimri
Alto Flaying: VARSITY THEATRE
Pah Alto. 323-64!!
J

Le Doulos plays at the 4 Star, Cle
ment at 23rd A ve. Call 752-2650.

Withnail and I

o, in fact I don’t like
com edies. G e n e ra lly ,
they’re despicable. But here
we’ve got a mean-spirited film
about a disintegrating friendship
evotees o f icy-cool style
between two struggling London
(and what else is there
actors stuck in a filthy, freezing
anyway?) are bound to attach
flat in 1969. If we’ve got to have
major significance to this in
comedy, it might as well be
tricate, ironic and diamond-hard
depressing, right? Withnail an d I
thriller. Made by French New
is a sparklingly literate and mer
Wave fountainhead Jean-Pierre
ciless thrashing o f the ersatz
Melville in 1962 and never releas
ed here, Le Doulos (The Stool
bohemian lifestyle, featuring the

Le Doulos

W ithnail and “ I ” is handled
with remarkable sensitivity
and affection. Overall, the
sophisticated sting o f Robin
son’s script is sharp enough
that such idiotic digressions
are annoying rather than
serious flaws.
■

N

★

NOW FEATURING

*

HAWAII from $379 Includes 7 Nights Hotel
AUSTRALIA from $899 Includes 5 Nights Hotel
HONG KONG from $629 ★ PARIS from $438

★

Now, Voyager’s Special Cruises

*

THANKSGIVING: NOV. 20-27 SAILING CRUISE IN TAHITI
Luxury sail-cruise in Tahiti and her islands. Cali now for
beautiful brochure.

BOOK NOW FOR
1988 ALL-GAY RSVP CRUISES
4406 - 18th Street (at Eureka 3 blocks oft Castro)
San Francisco. CA 94114
415/626-1169
--------------------- e -------------------------
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Kyoto Condoms
n Kyoto, old women sweep the streets in
front of their houses. A cuckoo clock sound
lets blind people know when it’s safe to cross
the street. The man who picks up cardboard
announces his arrival with an electronic tune
amplified from his truck. Nothing is wasted.

I

In N ijo Castle (built 1603),
the floorboards squeak like
nightingales. This warned the
Shogun o f impending assas
sins. Outside I am swarmed by
a tour o f school children.
Hirozo, age 15, proudly steps
forward to demonstrate his
knowledge o f Eng lish. He
speaks with a military bearing
and precision. The girls giggle
nervously, but later, three ask
to trade coins and have their
photo taken with me.
The Buddhist temple of Kiy o m iz u (m e a rtin g “ p ure
water” ) was founded in 780
A D and dedicated to Avalokisvara Bodhisattva, god o f mercy
and compassion. All the little
stone Buddhas wear linen bibs
so they won’t spill food bn
themselves. M onks rubberstamp the books o f pilgrims
and write special blessings in
calligraphy. Pilgrims also write
wishes on slips o f paper and tie
them to tree twigs. Here, next
to a waterfall, I write my first
postcard:
In pure water I
write this, now
trembling in your hands
In the middle o f Kiyomizu is
the Jishu Shrine, dedicated to
the Shintoist Cupid. W hen a
rabbit gained what it wanted by
deceiving others, it was forced
to peel o ff its skin. Okuninushi
healed it and made it mend its
ways. Happily, I successfully

walk between the shrine’s two
love stones with my eyes shut,
which means my love will be re
alized.
But overlapping this old
Japan o f playful Shinto legend,
Bud dh ist detachm ent, and
Nihonist humanity and prac
ticality is a new Japan. M otor
cyclists create pop tunes by
rh yth m ica lly revvin g their
Hondas. Nissan trucks, Isuzu
fire-engines are more brand

0n H'
the

M 0"'

(

names that make one feel at
home.
On T V I watch Japanese
soaps and cartoons, the Top
Ten Japanese Rock Countdown,
news and game shows, and two
specials: one on A ID S and one
on the Italian M afia. Sur
realist, humorous T V commericals favor a smattering o f
A m e rica n phrases ( “ W ith
you” promises the phone com
pany, “ I feel Coke,” etc.). But
don’t these slogans betray a
lack of feeling, a disintegration
o f community? An apple com
mercial shows the naked torso
o f an adolescent boy holding

apples over his nipples, and one
advertising a popular drink
reportedly designed to replace
negative ions lost when one
perspires could be described as
follows:
Beautiful blond
flying on huge, fabulous

bird

PO CARI SW EA T
Jn this nation o f tea drinkers,
Pocari Sweat and iced coffee
(with or without cream) is sold
from vending machines on
every corner. Peace is a brand
o f cigarettes.
And what about gay life?
Japan has a long tradition of
homosexual chivalry. During
the height o f samurai power in
,
the
K a m a k u ra
p e rio d
50
"3 "3 ■
(1183-1333), only manly love
Clwken AUKir* Bocu.t> was
I
*
«■
considered
worthy o f true
French Tout
/
warriors. Saikaku wrote in The

“Bread &Broadway”

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET BREAKFAST"
_ Scrambled E991
Fruil June*
Juices
/
Baked Quiche
Potatoes CVBfwn Potatoes A n « \
FruitCompel*
Compote/ /
. Fruil
Ew» Ber*d« 1
Country C...vy
I 5K
CoMcff/Murtim m a

/

Doors Open M 123C

Great M irror o f M a n ly L ove
(1687), “ I f only young boys
could stay the way they are, it
would be truly w onderful. . . .
Young boys and potted trees
should never grow.” But this
love was sacrificial, too. The
H a g a k u r e , an in f lu e n t ia l
treatise on sam urai ethics,
stated: “ Once love (for a boy)
has been confessed, it shrinks
in stature. True love attains its
highest, noblest form when one
carries its secret to the grave.”
This cult o f the bishonen
(beautiful boys) is the subject
o f many legends — Benkei’s
love for Yoshitsune, one o f the

most famous — and is still re
flected in popular comic books,
such as R ib b o n on the Clock
about a boy who becomes a gay
gigolo. It ’s also related to the
cult o f cherry blossoms, which
only last about a week in
Japan, and to the sacrifice o f
kamikaze pilots. One 22-yearold pilot wrote on the eve o f his
departure:
I f only we might fall
like cherry blossoms in
Spring
so pure and radiant.
According to a 1981 poll
taken by a women’s magazine,
the two “ sexiest stars” o f that
year were Tamasaburo, a kabuki actor specializing in female
roles, and Sawada Kenji, a pop
singer who performed in semi
female drag. But Japan has a
strong tradition o f social con-

ROBERT MICHAEL PRODUCTIONS
in association with
David Bixler presents

ENCORE-CITY PLAYERS

Direct from NYC

Mr. Bruce’s Neighborhood

presents

written & performed by Bruce Hopkins
musical director—John Lenehan
In ST U D IO RH IN O at

THEATER RHINOCEROS 861-5079
July 8 through July 26. Wed.-Sun.

8:30 p.m.

"UPC

v ts s
DIRECTED BY C MUCK LABGENT

J

a fractured fairytale!

CALIFORNIA CLUB 1750 Clay Street
San Francisco, California
Associate Producer ILEENE MAC ADAM

LAST 2 PERF. JULY 19 & 26
F o r fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n c a ll
415/554-8523 o r C h u c k — 408/866-2578

formity, too. “ I f a nail sticks
out, hammer it in ,” as the say
ing goes. M ishim a’s flamboy
ant homosexuality was frowned
upon. So there’s a tension to
gay life here. It must remain
somewhat hidden and a con
cern about A ID S , in this pro
miscuous society, is rising. (The
Japanese have a great ab
horrence o f im p u rity and
disease, especially that which
might come from foreigners.)
So how does one find a gay bar?
I phone a number given me
by a friend o f a friend. The
master (or bar owner) tells me
to go to the Hankyu Depart
ment Store on the edge o f the
G io n D istrict, and phone
again. (The G io n ’s the baudy
night w orld o f the geisha
quarters. In the 18th century,
w illo w y courtesans draped
their kimonos languidly over
the balconies o f this “ floating
w o r ld ’ ’ so c e le b ra te d in
woodblock prints.)
I phone again but get mis
directed to a garishly lit arcade
o f Pachinko parlors. A maze of
dark side alleys feeds eccentric
specimens o f the demi-monde
into my path — young Trasher
punks, N ew W a v e fashion
h e a d s, ta tto o e d y a k u z a
(gangsters) with curly hair.
Totally lost, I phone still again.
" G o back to the Hankyu and
I ’ll come, get you,” says the
master.
“ I ’m wearing a black shirt
and carrying a red notebook,”
I reply.
Returning to the department
store, I see an attractive young
m an a p p ro a ch . H e loo ks
around, and I ask if he’s from
the bar. No, he says, so I con
tinue waiting as does he. Then
he asks if I ’m looking for C ’est
Bon. Ah, yes! H e ’d been told I
was wearing a red shirt and car
rying a black notebook.
The bar’s upstairs on the cor
ner o f an alley next to a canal.
Like all Kyoto gay bars, it’s ex
tremely tiny — able to hold no
more the 15 people comfort
ably. Above the bar is a T V
screen. The master slips in a
music video and the patrons
sing along to sentim ental
Japanese songs and laugh and
applaud after each stanza. I ’m
handed a mike and agree to sing
the Beatles’ “ Michelle” which
I chose over “ W hen The Saints
G o Marching In .”
The only American besides
myself is a professor from
Oregon en route to teach in
Tbkyo. He leaves, but two
English-speaking Frenchmen
arrive and a young Japanese
high school English teacher.
“ I ’ve only been out for
about a year,” Haruhiho tells
me. But the dramas o f unre
quited love are universal. The
master and one o f the young
Frenchmen crave Haruhiho
who’s monogamous to a lover
from out o f town. They see
each other once a month. “ I
don’t know if he really loves
me,” Haruhiho pines.
Then he has some questions
for me. W hat kind o f men do I
like? Do young guys like older
men in America, too? Despite
my lack o f fluency in Japanese,
1 find the young man who
fetched me from the depart
ment store is giving me a lot of
attention. W ith H aruhiho’s
translation assistance, I learn
Toshito would like to spend the
night with me.
Body language, happily, is
also universal. When we get to
Toshito’s apartment, he gives
me a refresher course in basic
conjugations. I ’d read 69 was a
Japanese favorite, but w hei^.
Continued on page 30
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Johnny Mathis at 51

Romance Language

V

oices age. Some age like fine red wine that
continues to get deeper, richer, and more
mellow as the years pass. Others age like a tepid
bottle of Thunderbird Chablis, left open on the
fire escape of a Tenderloin hotel.
Voices like Frank Sinatra’s
and Dinah Shore’s fall into this
latter category. When Shore vo
calizes, you wish she’d shut up
and talk- W ith Sinatra, you just
wish he’d shut up. But voices that
continue to enrich our musical
experience, after decades o f per
forming, belong to entertainers
like Mel Torme, Ella Fitzgerald,
and Johnny Mathis.
A t the age o f 51, with an in
credible 93 albums to his credit
and a career that spans over thir
ty years, Mathis does not need to
establish himself. He doesn’t
have to spend the better part of
each year on the road when he
could easily kick back and rest on
his laurels. But for some reason,
he continues to work the interna
tional entertainment circuit, pro
duce albums, and perform con-,
certs that are almost flawless in
their structure and execution.
Last Saturday’s concert at the
Concord Pavilion was no excep
tion to this rule.
In an outdoor setting vastly
superior to Bill Graham’s cav
ernous Shoreline Amphitheatre,
Mathis took charge of the even
ing, supported by complex ar
rangem ents and a skille d
29-piece orchestra that includes
11 string instruments and 15
horns. Under clear skies and a
brilliant full moon, he arrives in a
tuxedo and, unannounced,
walks quietly into the spotlight.
He opens the show with his
classic “ Misty,” moves on to

“ Fly A w ay,” and then segues in
to “ As Time Goes B y .” There is
no chit-chat with the audience,
no jokes, and no anecdotes to
distract the crowd from what
they have come to hear. Mathis
knows that his voice is the main
attraction, not his personality.
In the beginning of the show,
random screams of “ Johnny”
are shouted out by a few ladies
from the audience. But their cries
subside as the show progresses
and the predominately white,
middle-aged crowd gives Mathis
its undivided attention.
He is a quirky performer.
Constantly standing with both
knees bent, he sings, more often
than not, out o f one side o f his
mouth or the other. Occasional
ly, his pink tongue darts lizard
like from the recesses o f his
coffee-colored face and then dis
appears. And on a few occa
sions, he turns his back to the au
dience and swings his hips like a
former conga dancer trying un
successfully to kick the habit.
But in spite of his idiosyncrasies,
Mathis is basically a matinee
idol.
Whether it be genetics or a
good surgeon, Mathis looks at
least fifteen years younger than
his stated age. Handsome and
trim in his perfectly tailored
pinstripe tuxedo, the image he
presents is a romantic concept
perfectly suited td his repertoire.
And just when you think the
mood may not sustain itself, he

Johnny Mathis defines romance. In
removing his personality and private
persona from his act and music,
he allows his audiences to bring
their own personal experiences
to the lyrics.
jumps into a new tempo and
you’re brought back to that in
credible voice o f his.
A bluesy rendition o f “ Come
Back Baby” is followed by a
romantic ballad from the old
Rita Hayworth film, Cover Girl.
Next, with some magenta light
ing effects, the band kicks into a
salsa beat, and Mathis swings in
to a dynamite rendition o f “ Braz
il” that could raise Carmen
Miranda from the dead. Never
lingering too long in the same
place, he then brings out his guitar
player and does a couple o f num
bers with only acoustic guitar ac
companiment. This is a “ no

b lu ff’ situation, but he never
misses a note or loses control. The
amount o f vibrato he employs on
“ The Twelfth o f Never” is a
questionable choice, bringing to
mind Katharine Hepburn vocal
izing on a vibrating bed, but you
quickly forget about that when
Mathis launches into his West
Side Story medley.
His crystal-clear tenor serves
up portions of several West Side
Story classics before he attacks
“ Somewhere” in its entirety. It is
a masterful rendition that draws
shouts o f “ bravo” from the au I
dience and a spontaneous and I
well-deserved standing ovation '

from the house. After taking a
few moments to introduce the
orchestra and the handful of
musicians who travel with him
throughout the year, Mathis
finishes up with “ How Do You
Keep the Music Playing” and
“ Begin the Beguine.” Although
the subsequent ovation merits an
encore, Mathis does not return
and the house lights go up, a little
over an hour after he made his
first appearance on stage.
There is very little in Mathis’
performance that is sponta
neous. Every note and every song
has clearly been rehearsed and
performed many times before.
And you get the feeling that they
were always done with the same
precise execution and delivery.
His diction is perfect, and you can
clearly distinguish every word of
every song. In the hands of a
lesser talent, this kind o f preci
sion could lead to a deadly dull
evening. But the masterful wav
these songs have been arranged
and the variety of material keep
the audience captivated. Since
there have been no digressions
from the musical intent o f the
evening, you don’t feel cheated
by a concert that is just over an
hour in length. But most impor
tantly, there is that voice o f his
with its incredible range and
quality.
Johnny Mathis defines ro
mance. In removing his per
sonality and private persona
from his act and music, he allows
his audiences to bring their own
personal experiences to the lyr
ics. Mathis’ voice is the conduit
for the emotion, but the actual
experience of his music is intensely personal and intim ate.
Although I own only one of his
albums, 1 have very specific ro
mantic memories connected with
Johnny Mathis that are indelibly
etched on my brain and called
forth whenever 1 hear his voice.
It is this individual process,
repeated by thousands o f
listeners throughout the world,
that has made Mathis a classic
for the last thirty years. It ’s nice
to know that there are still some
things that improve with age. ■

Alex J. Vettri and The City Cabaret
present

The
A m azing
P in k
Th in g s

A DANCE FOR MEN, PRESENTED BY....
THE STAFF O F SUTTER'S M i a
SATURDAY EVENING
25 th o f JULY
8:30PM to 2 A M
AT

SAN FRANCISCO’
S NEW ODTBAQBODS
COMEDY HIT
"Th# harmony qumrttt cr— t»d wh*n
U»ntmtt»n
Trv ti* rhada m ln dm 4 U w U iit* F kM l9 n Th— * r r
-TtM SM tttoW M U y

SUTTER'S MILL
77 BATTERY ST.
(EASY STREET RARKJNG)
N O HOST COCtOAIlS. N O D OOR CHARGE. HORS O’ OEUVRES
CLOIHING OPIK3NAL

“D * m » n t id ...o u & a g 0 O M . ..ii* r U m w llh w lL "
-R o b e rt Comao«c

Cor** UP

TMECIT/ GflBflRET
W*d*,TTwra. 8 0 0 PM F r t , t t 10« W I Sun. BJ O PM

(ABULOUS MUSIC FOR YOUR D A N C IN G
PLEASURE ... ALL NIGHT LO NGIII_____________
...INVTTAIION ONLY...
788-8377
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14-year-olds th o u g h , so
N A M B L A eccentrics may want
to stay for the whole show. I
want to see X at the Farm. (U C
Greek, 7/18, 8 pm, $16.50)

K

Diva Dreaming

Bobs, Buttonflles
& The Ears
The a cap p e lla eccentrics
celebrate the release o f their M y
I ’m Large L P at a club that loves
their ass so much, the disc will be
the first release on their in-house
label. (Great American Music
Hall, 7/18, 8:30 and 11 pm, $9)

if

wo divas,” a friend declared solemnly,
I clutching his bare shoulders and gazing
upwards. “ Back to back.” He shivered at the
prospect. It sounded to me like a mud wrestling
fantasy, but 1 understood his rapture. This is
the week that both Nina Hagen (wicked witch
of the East) and Madonna (Glenda of Gotham)
descend on the Bay Area.
Getting tickets for either con
cert will probably be the prover
bial bitch. On Tuesday there
were only 26 spots left for Nina
and there was talk about selling
cheaper ducats for D V8’s base
ment where the show would be
piped on closed circuit TV . Last
Su n d ay the E x a m in e r was
already quoting scalper’s prices
o f $200 for Madonna. Don’t
despair, though. Next week, free
o f charge, my friend will offer
his savage and poignant account
o f both. Isn’t the Sentinel a god
send, though?

Hellhounds
A little happy hour warm-up
show by this local Cajun/swamp
combo, complete with accor
dion. If Holy Cow still hasn’t
opened up across the street, I ’d
recommend leaving lit votive
candles in the doorway. (Oasis,
7/17, 4-8 pm, free)

Leonard Pitt
The man who taught David
Bowie how to be an artiste
mounts an all-out alarming
vaudeville show. Count it as a
delirious example o f the road not

Fish Stu
A debut concert by a group of
Summer o f Love alumni who
once strode like giants through
the canyons o f the counter
culture (and these days couldn’t
get an American Express card).
You get Barry “ The F ish ”
Melton, ex-Quicksilver guitar
ace John Cippolina, Spencer
Dryden o f the Jefferson A ir
plane, Com m ander C o d y ’s
Doug Kilmer, and Stu Blank.
Where have all the good times
gone? (Chi Chi, 7/18, 9 pm, $7)

taken. (Ft. Mason, Bldg. B,
7/17-8/2, tel: 776-8999)

Zasu Pitts, Danny
Williams, Daddy 0
This benefit for S F State’s
A ID S / A R C Update project will
entertain an international collec
tion o f health workers here for
the conference, and benefit the
ongoing program. The openers
specialize in ’50s faves, Zasu
pumps out the Big Chill sound
track with campy gusto, and Mr.
Williams is a stand-up homo
stand-up. It’s a dance. (W o lf
gang’s, 7/17, 8 pm, $15.50)

El Groupo Sexo
i

Olngo Bolngo, X
Twenty years ago today the
Monkees headlined at Forest
Hills. The opening act was the
Jim i Hendrix Experience; now
this. M y S en tin el colleague
recently praised X ’s latest, See
H ow They A re (Elektra), and let
me second that emotion. All
their whiplash country glee is due
to run up against the headliners,
noted only for ditzy contribu
tions to teen-exploitation flics.
Dodo Danny E lf man and com
pany have a loyal following of

'
i
j
I
j

The L A frat-damage combo ar
rives behind their debut L P , Sexaholic, notorious for their speedmetal version o f Focus’ “ Hocus,
Pocus” interrupted with psychotically sincere snatches from,
“ Tush,” “ Desperado,” and
“ W hat Is H ip ,” while saxplayers ride on one another’s
shoulders into the crowd. Zany
guys, real zany. (Nightbreak,
7/18, 11 pm, $3)

Freaky Executives,
Klmosabe
"Hie Farm's all-day thrash-fest
j last weekend brought out a
j bumper crop o f ripped and
I haunting boy wonders. This
wacko-funk attack oughta at
tract the World Beat eclectics —

but beer and wine service return,
and it is still the only bam dance
in town. (The Farm, 7/18,9 pm,
$8)

Nina Hagen, TBA
O K, the woman is a scream! Her
Billy Idol imitation is flawless,
and as the dark tarot-angel o f the
Green Party, she makes Red
Wedgers look positively dowdy.
But it has been two years since
her last L P , and all I ’ve seen of
late are a duet with Lene Lovich
on “ Don’t Kill the Animals: The
Anim als A re Free” (which
reminds me that Hitler was a
vegetarian) and the shot in the
latest S p in o f her crossing
tongues with her 18-year-old
Mohawked boy-fiance (which
made me insanely jealous). This
is the artist to test glasnost: scary
freedom. (DV8, 7/19, 10 pm,
$17.50 adv)

Pray For Rain,
Spot 1019, Tooth &
Nall, Vox Humana,
Ophelias
O K , there’s this vet named Steve
Weinberg who has this band
(kinda like The Cars) called Vox
Humana, and started this rec
ord label (Medical Records) to
put out their L P . Now he has
put together a compilation disc
o f local wanna-bes, called A
View From Here, and to cele
brate its release about half the
disc’s artists will gather at this
terrific comer o f a venue to strut
their stuff. Kinda like an old
Jud y Garland film! I hear the
Ophelias sound just like Jethro
Tull. (Kennel Club, 7/19,5 pm,
$5)

Voice Farm,
Borman 6
The gifted gay commandos in
Voice Farm are under the gun —
dismissed in some quarters as

A
Gay commando under
pressure: Voice Farm plays
Monday, 7/20, at the I-Beam.
“ the Tubes o f the ’80s” and still
label-less. The pressure, though,
may turn up the creative juices;
this would be a cool gig to take
some chances with. The Borman
6 are suburban Sacto lads doing
rabid techno-hip hop. Let’s hear
it for the home teams. (I-Beam,
7/20, 10:30 pm, $6 adv)

Madonna
On the heels o f her AIDS-benefit
show at Madison Square Gar
den, the spawn o f Manhattan
gay bars rolls in to reign over the
’burbs. She’ll always be the
cheeky waif with the Boy Toy
belt-buckle to me. Knock ’em
dead girl! (Shoreline, 7/20 and
7/21,8 pm, $22.50 res, $19 lawn)

Asleep at
the Wheel
Fifteen years ago these visionary
champions o f Western swing
were honing their licks in these
parts as gone-wrong rockers.
Long-established in Austin —
this return visit ought to be man
datory for any Rawhide 2 ir
regular. (Great American Music
Hall, 7/22,9 pm, $9)
■

MEN CALL NOW!
San F ra n c is c o ’s

LIVE TALK LINE
Talk w ith up to 5 o th er
guys a ll a t once.

CALL NOW (415) 976-1221
$ 1 .7 5 c h a rg e p lu s t o ll is a/ij?

*

, Too!

It s E v e n H o t t e r
IN H A Y W A R D !
BIG MAMA’S Vidco/Cabarct
THE DRIFTWOOD Women s Dance Bar
THE SPOILED BRAT Dance/After Hours
THE TURF CLUB Country W cstcm/Patio

43 6 t h S t r e e t
S a n F r a n c is c o
5 4 3 -3 6 2 2

Dinners Nightly

BRUNCH WITH
BEVERLY
SAT. & SUN. 11-3
A D O W NTO W N INEXPENSIVE
DRINKING BAR FOR PEOPLE
WITH MONEY
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HEATER
D E N N I S

H A R V E Y

New Performance Festival

‘Coyote’ Well
Worth the Wait
t ’s the American (among other things) in me:
obsessed with bigness. Despite the modern
-trend away from the epic narrative/image and
toward the exquisite miniature, most of us still
drop jaws and critical standards when faced with
the truly humungous.

I

to 60 minutes in length, comprise
an overall journey from comedy
through tragedy to a final re
demptive miracle, with plenty of
transgressions along the way.
“ Pointing” introduces the cen
tral characters in broadly comic
terms. Coyote appears as a
blustering mixture of athletic
bullshitting and heroics; Trick
ster’s cyn ical counterpoint
emerges grumpy and dusty from
(quite literally) the ground.
Spider Woman is stationed at her
eternal loom, violently silencing
any rude behavior with a flick of
her hand. Clown scampers from
the woods to huddle at Spider
W om an’s feet in pure deercaught-by-headlights terror.
In “ The Shadow Ripens,”
Trickster and Coyote are at the
mercy o f Spider Woman’s gravi-

Serious analytical lip service is
paid to marathon art objects like

Nicholas Nickleby and the latest
Robert Wilson/Philip Glass ex
travaganza, but the real reason
they get miles of press copy is
more basic: great lengths seem to
bestow the badge o f Lasting Im
portance on the works them
selves and the badge of courage
on audience members who can
survive the whole thing.
Bells of delicious anticipation
and terror went o ff with the an
nouncement of Murray Mednick’s The Coyote Cycle as the
centerpiece o f American In 
roads’ summer New Perform
ance Festival. Here was the kind
of major event San Francisco is
rarely privileged to see, the kind
of theatrical spectacle whose
stagings can be counted on the
fingers o f one hand because: a)
the text is challenging; b) the
logistics are nearly impossible;
and c) the length is, by your
average theatregoer’s standards,
interminable. Needless to say, 1
was delirious with expectation.
Comprised o f seven plays
written over a seven-year period,
The Coyote Cycle is a complex,
m ulti-layered, freely inter
pretative pastiche o f American
Indian rite, myth and history
taken from Hopi, Apache, W in 
nebago and Eskimo sources. It
demands enormous flexibility
and endurance from it actors, an
alarming stretch o f technical
resources, the use and accommo
dation o f seven different out
door sites, and “ warm clothing,
sleeping bags or blankets, and
refreshments” (not to mention
the patience of Jo b ) from its au

fully toward mankind. A climac
tic confrontation in which
Coyote and Trickster’s mature
and childhood selves attempt to
save humanity (and the audi
ence) from being clubbed to
death results in forgiveness and a
magical final image of rigged
natural wonder.
The Coyote Cycle plays with
so many levels o f meaning (and
ambiguity) that no single viewing
can result in a clear interpreta
tion — though admittedly re
peated viewings are likely to be
beyond anyone’s physical or
mental capacities. Mednick’s
language is a free-form tossed
salad o f poetry, scatology, oneliners, heavenly declamation,
song-like recitations and very
1980s colloquialisms.
Though the lack of straight
forward narrative makes steady

(and the background of water,
Golden Gate Bridge, and S F
beyond) are deliciously incor
porated into a master visual
scheme. Cogswell Gearhead’s
structures are a series o f gaspp rod ucing w onders. C o n 
structed o f twine, dirt and dang
ling objects, suggestive o f
everything from a massive
spider’s web to the mind’s inner
landscape, they’re a multimedia
elaboration on the classic chime
and macrame hippie front
porch, ingeniously lit by David
Welle.
Climaxing with the sublime
comedy on the “ Spider Planet,”
these first three plays are ex
perimental theatre at its most
richly comic and transcendent.
When the subsequent acts move
further into cerebral — or just
talkier — action, attention flags

The Coyote Cycle is a major work
in scope, with major-scale problems.
But it speaks to so many things so
well — that its flaws are well worth
10 hours o f huddling in the dark and
cold on mounds o f straw.

A scene from M urray Mednick s epic performance work, The

Coyote Cycle.
dience. The big question is: does
the Coyote Cycle, currently tak
ing over East Ft. Baker in
Sausalito, justify depleting your
life o f ten dusk-to-dawn hours
(or two consecutive evenings)
and 40 bucks?
Called a work o f “ cere
monial” rather than “ dramatic”
action by its authors, the seven
parts o f The Coyote Cycle com
prise a whole that, despite its
vague Odyssey-MYe journey stucture, is less a Wagnerian nar
rative epic than a series of
fragments which illuminate each
other only as far as the viewer
makes his or her own connec
tions. The four actors who form
the core cast (with the distracting
late addition o f two child actors)
portray characters whose iden
tities are fairly consistent, but
who variously manifest them
selves as gods, animals, humans
or Greek Choruses.
The individual plays, each 45

ty control, and Coyote’s howls
o f mourning over his lost wife
are answered with an Orpheusand-Eurydice-like visit to the
land of the dead. Part 3 finds
Coyote and Trickster on the elec
trified “ Planet o f the Spider
People,” where the flexible
Coyote turns himself into a
woman, has an orgasm via a
stone rectangle, marries, has 12
babies, and is abandoned by the
Spider King.
In Plays 4 and 5, Coyote and
Trickster’s spiritual tests take on
a Godot-like existential slapstick
feel as they journey to “ Other
Side Camp” and go “ Listening
to O ld N an a,” confronting
ghosts and troubling memories
at both. In the last segments,
“ The Sacred Dump” and “ He
Brings the Waterfall,” embat
tled Coyote must align with the
now-redeemed Clown Divine to
save the earth from Trickster,
whose heart has curdled venge

text concentration difficult, this
is no exercise in pure archaic
mythology — Mednick spices his
characters and thoughts with
references as silly as Lucky
Strikes and Milky W ay bars, and
the wonderful tendency o f Amer
ican Indian myths toward sur
real pornography (as when Coy
ote detaches and rolls up his
penis, sends it skipping across a
lake, and lands it soundly in an
alarmed Chiefs daughter) is ful
ly present.
The Magic’s staging at East
Fort Baker is resourceful as can
be with this rich (perhaps over
rich) mire o f language and sym
bolism. Plays 1-3 provide the
purest ether of theatrical delight,
and areas unusual, beautiful and
technically imaginative as any
thing the Bay Area has seen this
year.
Under Mednick and Norbert
Weisser’s direction, the various
natural settings of Fort Baker

and exhaustion inevitably begins
to settle in.
Part o f Mednick’s problem
here is that despite the final leapof-faith triumph, the individual
plays don’t achieve the kind of
momentum that builds suspense
toward an end. Increasingly
meditative, somewhat discon
nected from each other by con
tent and technique, the seven
plays do need some sort of
mounting tension to feel like a
complete work, a true “ cycle.”
The giddiness o f the early sec
tions turns willfully sour later on,
but this tone shift lacks the emo
tional strength of real tragedy —
as The Coyote Cycle goes on it
becomes more and more dis
tanced. That it doesn’t become
tedious is a tribute to the
rem arkable (and d iffic u lt )
resourcefulness o f this produc
tion.
The exhausting demands
Continued on page 30

S U N D A Y BRUNCH
11 am — 2:45 pm

TH E BIGGEST AND B EST
CO UNTR Y AND W ESTERN DANCE BAR
IN SAN FRANCISCO

tea

BEER BUST EVERY SUNDAY
NOON T O 6 PM
ALL TH E DRAFT BEER
YOU CAN DRINK: $4.00
HOT DOGS: 75C

Happy Hour-1 2 Noon “til 7pm
B e er-W e ll-W in e
Mon.-Fri.

FREE
WESTERN
DANCING LESSONS
Mon., Tue*., Wed.
7:30PM-9:30PM

T H E G ATE

BA R 6f RESTAURANT
1093 Pine Street (at Jones)

8 8 5-2 8 5 2

40 \ .

by Rikki Ercoli

AFTERIMAGE

ESS TALK
R

D

I

A Demonic Ogre
hat a fun summer! Why, just look at last
week: Ronnie “Latex” Reagan, J r .’s
“ graphic” AIDS documentary began making
distribution rounds; arch-scumbag Lyndon
“Queen Elizabeth Deals Drugs” LaRouche
pleaded not guilty before a Boston federal judge
on obstruction of justice charges (the yo-yo
claims Ollie “I Love My Country” North and
the NSC set him up); Arizona Governor Evan
“ I Love Blacks; Everyone Should Own One”
Mechant faced a recall movement led by
Phoenix gays (which, sadly, pundits from both
parties say will chew dust); and, locally, Gover
nor George “Keep ’Em Stupid — and Dying”
Deukmejian slashed millions from education
and proposed AIDS funding in the new state
budget.

W

Meanwhile, o f course, the na
tio n ’s fun-seeking illiterates
rolled over and played dead at
Ollie North’s feet, transforming
the gap-toothed, demonic ogre
— with the media’s complicit aid
— into some sort o f bad-act
“ folk hero.”
He wears a uniform! He
flashes basset-hound eyes! He
loves the Contras! Ollie, natch,
for president!

Club’s Doubts
T h e y ’re o n ly shooting for
mayor, not president, but the
five local candidates arching for
the City Hall room with a view
(of Po lk) nonetheless soft-shoed
madly in an all-out vaudeville
blitz in front o f the fractious
Alice B . Toklas Democratic
Club last Monday — and sparks,
feathers and gossip flew.
Feeling sleazy, I decided to
relinquish my usual highbrow
beat to slum in the scummy cess
pool o f local politics. It was my
first political club meeting ever
(in some ways, after all, I ’m still
a virgin), and I felt right at home:
T V lights glared sourly — and so
did a thickly packed batch of
voting club members, kibbitzers
and hangers-on.
D A investigator (and some
times columnist) Wayne Friday
grumbled outside about the
“ goddamn” picketers clogging

the c lu b e n tra n c e , w h ile
M obilization Against A I D S ’
P a u l B o n eb erg enthused ,
“ Drama! This is real drama!”
Inside, a coterie o f clipboard
wielding petition bearers ac
costed us; while deep in the
bowels the meeting’s parliamen
tary provocation proceeded
amidst shouts, raised fists, open
weeping and epileptic seizures.
W hile voters voted, others doted
on the schmoozing candidates:
Jack Molinari appeared, his
chest puffed out, at the door,
and waited a moment, chin held
high; when no one noticed him,
he slipped quietly into the room.
Art Agnos appeared moments
later, groomed to within an inch
o f decency.
Later, the candidates tossed
off three-minute speechlettes.
R oger B o a s, lo o kin g like

Gilligan’s Island's Mr. Howells
on Thorazine, jabbered about
his A ID S record, and appeared
to wish he were elsewhere; runty

Caesar “ Many of My Friends
Are Gay” Ascaminz mumbled
unintelligible gibberish while on
lookers filed their nails; and
Louise Renne, crisp and red, said
“ when” she wins the race, “ we
will walk together.”
For their parts, the frontrunners turned in vastly varied
performances. Agnos, sounding
slick and distant, flashed “ V ”
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signs and toothy smiles to his
stomping, howling supporters.
Molinari, dipping on the ap
plause meter, sounded more
tense and embattled than I ’ve
ever heard him.
The evening’s upshot: no can
didate received the coveted
m ayoral endorsement, since
none raked in the required 60%
o f the voters. The evening’s run
ning theme, however, was the
meeting’s bloodbath quality.
“ These people are acting like
there’s no tom orrow,” one
observer sighed.

Blden His Time
One candidate I can heartily en
dorse is-Demo presidential con
tender Joseph Biden — but only,
at this point, for his progeny.
During his July 3 Firing Line
candidate’s video (I reported on
others’ vids last week), Biden
foolishly appeared alone, cooing
coolly into the camera. I couldn’t
have known, therefore, until I
saw a Ju ly 11 C N N news story
showing some o f the candidate’s
family, that Biden, too, has a
handsome teenage son.
I have no stats; for now, suf
fice that the boy’s in his mid
teens, and will give the Babbitt
lads a run for their money in the
race for the highly-sought First
Son office. Young Biden has just

the kind o f soft, peach-fuzzy
good looks, topped by a shiny
blond halo, that you want gazing
out from a First Family portrait
— or up at you by the light o f a
bedside candle.

Beef Stu
For a closer, technicolor look at
the Coke-slurping, 16-year-old
Stuart North (enshrined here last
week), turn to p. 14 o f the
August LIFE. More keenly, note
the smooth-skinned beef-case
standing behind and to the right
o f O liver “ Suburban D ad ”
North on pps. 14-15; th a t’s
photojournalism.

Plane Boy
For those o f us who appreciate
skinny, dark-haired 15-year-old
boys in Jockey shorts hoisting
weights (and we are, I think,
legion), the same L IF E prepared
a special treat on p. 68: a blurry
b&w photo shows West German
daredevil pilot Mathias Rust
four years ago, “ training for
future heroism” (he flew his
Cessna 172 into the thumping
heart o f Moscow’s Red Square
last M ay).

Toy Boy
The July Seventeen features, on

p. 64, a photo o f 14-year-old
Felix Howard, the self-described
“ headstrong extrovert” who
broke hearts in M ad o nna’s
“ Open Your Heart” video.
But he’s young — so young,
reports a breathless Liz Smith
(SFChron, Ju ly 10), that British
Equity wouldn’t let him accom
pany Madonna’s current world
tour. So the Ethereal Girl cast
about madly for a replacement;
she wound up with Ouistopher
Finch, 15. Reports Liz: “ So far,
Christopher has taken Tokyo
and Miami by storm. Soon,
Great Britain will fall at his teen
age feet.”
And so can you, if you can
score tickets to Madonna’s Ju ly
20-21 Shoreline Amphitheatre
shows. I ’ll be there, shrieking,
“ Chris, me, you fool!”

Joy Boy
The naughty Ms. Smith puts me
to shame qua gossip: in the same
column, she reports that actress
Cher has hooked up with a
young-young Queens pizza
doughboy named Rob Cameletti. Cher shows excellent taste,
and I, never one not to repeat a
repetition, will tastefully pass on
Ms. Smith passing on the perfect
punch: “ Cher is 41 and I don’t
Continued on page 30
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Bam and KRQR present: The Shanti Project
Video Benefit with Ordinary Hero and Paul Col
lins Beat. Come dressed as your favorite hero — or
just come as yourself and be in two rock videos!
The most interesting looking people will be
featured in the videos. Plus free food and an art
show. 8 pm. Music Hall Theatre, 931 Larkin St.,
SF. $15. Tickets: 762-BASS. Must be at least 18
years old.
Hotter than July: a dance for women honoring
women in music features Linda Tillery and Her
Band, June Millington and Friends, and Vicki
Randle. With guest emcee Angela Davis. All pro
ceeds benefit the Institute for the Musical Arts
(IMA), a school for women in music. 8 pm-2 am.
Giftcenter Pavilion, 888 Brannan St., SF. $20.
Tickets available at the door, all BASS outlets,
and at women’s bookstores throughout the Bay
Area.
American English performs at the Hotel Utah:
psycho-cabaret rock by seven life-lovers from
various walks of la vie (really!). Scantily clad
dancers included. Be there! 10pm. 5004th St., SF.
$3.

EVENT
OF THE
WEEK

The SF Gay Men’s Chorus
teams up with the Bay Area
Women’s Philharmonic for An
American Musical Celebration.
Celebrating the 200th anniversary of the Constitu
tion, the Chorus and the Philharmonic present a
line-up that includes works by American compos
ers, such as Randall Thompson’s “ The Testament
of Freedom,” a musical adaptation of Thomas
Jefferson’s writings on liberty. Also showcased is
“ Eulogy,” written by Seattle composer Scott Warrender as a tribute to those who have died ot
AIDS. 8 pm. First Congregational Church, Post
and Mason Sts., SF. Tickets are available at Head
lines and by calling 864-0326.

B Y

P. A T R I C K

the centuries-old Philippine “ kulintang” tradition to life with highlights including polyrhythms
played on an array of knobbed gongs and goblet
shaped drums; the athletic “ sagayan” or “ sword
dance” ; and the exacting “ singkil” patterns
danced between rapidly clicking bamboo poles.
Old First Presbyterian Church, Van Ness Ave. at
Sacramento. $7 general/$5 seniors and students.
Info: 474-1608.
Taoist Erotic Massage for gay and bisexual men:
hands-on class with Joseph Kramer. 10 am-5 pm.
Body Electric School of Massage, 6527-A
Telegraph Ave., Oakland. $50. Info: 653-1594.
The inimitable Dell Madill, "a romantic baritone
who holds you in the warmth of his hands and
makes you feel his songs are for your ears only,"
performs as part of the ongoing cabaret at the
Galleon with special guest, the undeniably warm
Mercy Oria. 8 pm. 718 14th St. (Church and
Market), SF. $5. Res/info: 431-0253.
David Feldman. Marga Gomez, Rudy Reber, and
emcee Don Stevens all appear in Constitutional
Comics — an evening of topical and political satire
which benefits the ACLU of Northern California,
“ For six years, the Reagan Administration has
treated the Constitution like a joke. For four
hours, the tables will turn.” 7 and 9 pm. L1PPS,
201 9th St. (at Howard), SF. $6 adv/$7 at the
door. Tickets/info: 641-0889.
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Seven dwarfs in one tiny cottage? In case you always wondered what really was
going on, Walt Disney studios have re-released S now White and the Seven D w arfs in
honor o f this mythic masterpiece’s 50th anniversary. Discover the origins o f many
modem archetypes — and maybe your prince will cum, too. Call the Alexandria
(752-5100) or the Alhambra (979-8899) theatres for show times.

JULY

W

MONDAY

George Cleve’s Midsummer Mozart Festival con
tinues with more chamber music. Highlights of tonight’s performance include Piano Trio in G, K.
496 and Oboe Quartet in F, K. 370 (368b). With
Deborah Henry (oboe), Jorja Fleezanis (violin),
and Daniel Kobialka (violin). 8 pm. Herbst
Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave., SF. Tickets/info:
392-4400.

j
j
j
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Evaporating after-shadow is one of them. Right is
another." Wed.-Sat., 8:30 pm; Sun., 7 pm. Plays
through 8/2. Palace of Fine Arts Theatre, Lyon
and Bay Sts., SF. Tickets/info: 762-BASS or
863-1320.

i
;

Bay Area Lawyers for the Arts (BALA) presents
a workshop entitled "Immigration Updates for
Artists: Amnesty and Visa Regulations.” The
workshop, led by an attorney actively involved in
recent immigration issues with artists, is designed
to inform participants on the latest rulings and
developments concerning artists and immigration
laws. 7-8:30 pm. Fort Mason Center, Bldg. B,
Rm. 300. $10 general/$5 BALA members. Info:
775-7200.

Portraits: An Evening of Scenes and Mono
logues, presented by the Playwrights’ Workshop
at Theatre Rhino, continues its run at the MCC.
These short, mostly comic sketches by nine writers
are pieced together into a collage of characters
fromthe lesbian and gay consciousness. Highlights
include Jerome Moscowitz’sSwrt’/y Shirley, Debj bie Davies’ Poor Betty, Tim Bryant’s The Hayj seed, and Judith White’s Vampire, Lover, Shop■ per. Plays through 8/1.8 pm. 150Eureka St. (near
I 18th), SF. $5.

JU L Y

F R ID A Y

j
Pulp and Circumstance, the delightful musical
comedy based on lesbian pulp novels of the ’50s,
has been held over at Theatre Rhino until 8/1. If
you haven’t seen it, this is a don’t-miss item,
especially the glorious first half! Thurs.-Sat., 8
pm. 2926 16th St.. SF. Tickets/info: 861-5079.
Phoenix Rising, in conjunction with the Phoenix
Theatre company, showcases Eugene O’Neill’s
classic work, The Emperor Jones. Plays through
8/22. Thurs.-Sat., 8 pm. The Phoenix Theatre,
301 8th St.. SF. $8. Tickets/info: 431-6777.

All-American Voices: The SF Gay Men’s Chorus presents a special concert o f works
by American composers. See “ Event o f the Week” on Saturday, 7/18.

|
Theatre organist,Gaylord Carter, who has made a
career out of accompanying the silent film greats
since the 1920s, makes a rare Bay Artia appear
ance at Oakland’s Paramount Theatre. Tonight’s
program features Carter at the mighty Wurlitzer
accompanying The Mark of Zorro, the 1920 film
classic starring Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 8 pm. 2025
Broadway, Oakland. Tickets/info: 465-6400.
The SF Gay Freedom Day Marching Band and
Twirling Corps invites you to join them for a pan
cake breakfast to help send the group to the Na
tional March on Washington. Pancakes, bacon,
orange juice and coffee are served from 8 am to
noon at the Diamond Senior Center Hall, 117Dia
mond St.. SF. $4. Info: 621-5619.
The UC Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association
hosts a barbecue and dance. They’ll provide the
condiments, coals, and paper goods; you provide
something to barbecue, a dish to share, and some
thing to drink. 6 pm. Dancing begins at 9 pm and
ends at midnight. Haas Clubhouse, Strawberry
Canyon Recreational Area (above UC stadium).
Located via Gayley Road and Stadium Rimway
near the Hearst Amphitheatre.
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Old First Concerts presents the Kulintang Arts
Ensemble in an afternoon of Southern Philippine
music and dance. The nine-member troupe brings

The SF Jacks hosts another “ no theme, no
clothes” night — “ just dick, desire, and a hundred
naked men in a room." (Although not necessarily
in that order!) Checking of all clothes except shoes
is mandatory. Arrival time is 7:30-8:30 pm. 890
Folsom St. (near 5th), SF. $6.
O
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SF Museum of Modem Art offers an adult class
(six sessions) in Seeing with Words: A Poefry Ex
ploration in the Galleries. This class provides a
unique way to enjoy the visual arts while playing
with language to create images, explore rhythms,
and express emotion. Activities include in-gallery
writing guidance and discussion of current
museum exhibitions with instructor and poet Janet
Wondra. 6:45-9 pm. SFMMA, 401 Van Ness

Fanfare! 5th Anniversary Concert! The Dick
Kramer Gay Men’s Chorale appears in concert.
Tonight’s program features work by Benjamin
Britten, Gordon Getty, Johannes Brahms, and
Charles Ives. 8 pm. First Unitarian Church in
Kensington, Berkeley. $8 general/$6 students and
seniors. $2 extra at door. Info: 392-7469.

A
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As part of the SF New Performance Festival,
American Inroads presents the US premiere of
Actual Shff, the latest piece from George Coates
Performance Works. Actual Shd is described as
being “ theatre of phenomena, a ritual conjuring
ceremony that reinvents the choral concert. ‘Shu’
is a Japanese word of many meanings.

Old First Concerts presents Don Neely’s Royal
Society Jazz Orchestra. "This eleven-piece sensa
tion recaptures the excitement of a bygone era —
performing authentic hot jazz and sweet music of
the ’20s and ’30s." With “ petite powerhouse”
Carla Normand as featured vocalist. 8 pm. Old
First Presbyterian Church, Van Ness Ave. at
Sacramento, SF. $8/$6/$4. Tickets available at the
door one half-hour before concert. Info: 474-1608.
KKHI radio sponsors the first annual
MUSICARE Concert to benefit Bay Area
AIDS service organizations. Special guests tonight
are Evelyn De La Rosa, soprano; Leslie Richards,
mezzo soprano; Phillip Skinner; 140 voices from
the SF Symphony Chorus; the SF Bach Choir; and
many others. 8 pm. St. Ignatius Church, Fulton
St. at Parker, SF. Recommended contribution is
$20. Info: 986-2151.
Pianist Theodora Cams Primes, an alumna of
the SF Conservatory, presents a recital with works
by Mozart, Schumann, and Chopin. 8 pm. Heil
man Hall, 19th Ave. at Ortega St., SF. Admission
is free with a voluntary donation suggested. Info:
564-8086.
A Zed and Two Noughts: Director Peter Green
way’s (The Draughtsman's Contract, The Falls)
latest plays tonight and tomorrow night (US
premiere) at the Roxie, whose management terms
the movie “ one of the most spectacularly unusual
films in years.” Inspired by the Quai brothers, a
one-legged ape, and a three-minute, time-lapse
filmof the decay ofthe common mouse, Greenway
tells of two brothers’ obsession with the woman
who accidentally ran over their wives in front of a
zoo. 3117 16th St. (at Valencia), SF. Times/info:
863-1087.

The Gay and Lesbian Sierrans meet tonight to
discuss “ Protecting California Deserts.” New
comers welcome! 7:30 pm. National Sierra Club,
Polk at Ellis Sts., SF. Info: 653-5012.

4

Ave., SF. $50 general/$40 SFMMA members.
Reg/info: 863-8800, ext. 218.

Girls Night Out: Linda Tillery (and her
band) headline “ Hotter Than July,” a
special concert/dance for women,
Saturday, 7/18, 8 pm to 2 am at the
Giftcenter Pavilion, SF. June
Millington and Vicki Randle also sing;
Angela Davis emcees. Call 762-BASS
for tickets.

The Sentinel welcomes submissions of community
and arts events for possible inclusion, as space
permits, in our weekly calendar. The deadline is
eight days (Thursday at 4 pm) or more in advance
of Friday publication. Send items to: Calendar
Editor, San Francisco Sentinel, 500 Hayes Street,
San Francisco, CA 94102.
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C ontinued fro m page 24

Toshito hands me a condom, I
realize he wants me to pursue
my studies more deeply. I do so
from every angle, plunging into
the mysteries o f Japanese syn
tax, yet not forgetting to tutor
him in Ciceronian rhetorical
flourishes, such as biting, nib

Toshito presented me with a
nice gift as is the custom. Sud
denly, it dawned on me that the
d ecline o f exciting sex in
America may be linked to our
general decline in intellectual
and writing skills. But here, as
in everything, the Japanese are
diligent students.
In Kyoto, electric fans cool

Suddenly, it dawned on me that the
decline o f exciting sex in America
m ay be.linked to our general decline
in intellectual and writing skills.
bling, tonguing, squeezing,
pinching and spanking. As in
good writing, so in good sex.
Parallel structure, striking im
agery, varied rhythm, sincere
and consistent tone, rhetorical
build-up — adroit use o f these
techniques is essential to any
good composition.
When this exhausting, but
rewarding, lesson was finished,

the streetcars. Those who per
form any public service wear
white gloves. Houses are de
signed efficiently but with an
exquisite and harmonious aes
thetic sense. Learning how to
properly bow might take a
lifetime. A Westerner can never
fit in. “ Japan is a civilization
based upon an inarticulate re
sponse to cherry blossoms.” ■

C ontinued from page 27

made o f the cast are rewarded in
spades. A s Co yote, N orm
Skaggs is sure to make hearts
flutter (despite an eventually
revealed major gut) with his
preening, wildly athletic. Mad
Max punk badboy act, complete
with leather jacket and studs.
Robert A . Behling’s scruffy
Trickster has the gravel-voiced
wino bluff and bark of Sterling
Hayden or Lee Marvin — he’s
that all-American archetype, the
hobo sage. Together, Skaggs and
Behling make a glorious comic
team. h. Teirrah McNair em
ploys a regal carriage and a sly
range o f vocal impressions as
Spider Woman and half the re
maining catalog o f gods. Robin
Karfo’s Clown is a tad too win
some, but her graceful mime
work is a neat contrast to the
other actors’ fire and fury.
O f the full-cycle Saturday I
saw, the near-impossible tech
nical challenges made o f these

• G ay
^
Rendez-vous
Introductions
• Parsonals

collaborators resulted in only
two major disasters — a hand
some blond audience member
was bonked smack in the head by
a flying spider-baby (he merged
later with a big bandaid and a
good-sport grin) and the climac
tic live waterfall failed to work
on schedule. (It did finally work,
after final bows, to a chorus of
applause. At 6 am, it’s easy to
forgive the odd fuck-up.)
The Coyote Cycle is a major
work in scope, with major-scale
problems. It needs honing to
achieve the cumulative impact its
effort and ambition deserve. But
it speaks to so many things so

C ontinued from page 28

know how old Rob is. But I must
quote the Daily M ail reporter
Baz B am igboye w ho p ro 
nounces: ‘First, it was Sonny and
Cher, now it’s a case o f Cher and
sonny.’ ”

News Spots
But it’s not all play in the land of
flesh; here’s this week’s A ID S
roundup:
• A recent Gallup poll revealed
that “ most Americans” favor
widespread A ID S testing (52 per
cent favored testing all Amer
icans); in addition, 43 percent
avoid associating with people
they think have A ID S . (New
York Times, Ju ly 13)
• Liberace did die o f A ID S , ac
cording to a recently released
coroner’s report. (Chron, July
10)
• The N ew York Times editor

well — our Native American
heritage, the history o f white
man’s abuse, the universalism of
our physical and spiritual quests
— that its flaws are well worth 10
hours of huddling in the dark
and cold on mounds o f straw. If
the New Performance Festival
can come up with this sort of
theatrical coup once a year, its
own commercial longevity and
eventual national reputation are
assured.
■
The Coyote Cycle plays through
August 1st at East Fort Baker in
Sausalito. For information on tickets
a n d p e r fo r m a n c e tim e s , c a ll
331-2787.
ialized July 13 against health in
surers now refusing to pay A ID S
costs: “ The cost o f A ID S is not
so heavy that its victims need be
made scapegoats and cast out to
bear their burden alone.” ‘

In and Out
• LedeOf The Week award goes
to the Ex, for this Ju ly 10 doozy
in an article on tax breaks for
discriminatory private clubs:
“ Fifteen white male Republican
legislators voted against a bill
outlawing business deductions at
exclusive clubs, but the measure
passed the Assembly anyway.”
Hurrahs to reporter Steven A .
Capps.
• Hed o f the Week award also to
the Ex, for this atop a Ju ly 9 arti
cle on Ollie North’s chest: “ Full
Medal Jacket.”
• Goodbye, Tom Waddell; we’ll
miss your wondrous spirit and
thunderous heart.
■

IT S YO UR CALL
Leave ad u lt m e ssages
S ee if th e re 's o n e for you
(4 1 5 )

Scene and Herd
“ His presidency is just fine.”

976-6677
L

$2.00 PLUS TOLL,
IF ANY

.

A

^ ^ 2 4 H O U RS^fl

White House spokesman Martin Fitzwater on his boss’s
business, N ew York Times, Ju ly 8.

“ We think it’s more important to carry on the business of
government than to be watching television.”
Fitzwater, again, this time on his boss’s dereliction viz.

The Ollie North Show, ibid.
“ When you surf, you must learn to relax your body when
you get wiped out and you’re rolling around like a pair of
Jockey shorts in a big Bendix washing machine.”
Surfgear mogul Jack O’Neill, 64, on the joys and pitfalls
o f water sports, S F E x, Ju ly 9.
“ On drugs, you do not stop much to smell the roses.”
Former speed freak Kitty Dukakis, wife of
Massachusetts Gov. (and Demo prez candidate)
Michael, on the joys and pitfalls o f 26 years on the hard
stuff, N ew York Times, July 9.

MAKE ME CUM ALIVE
9 7 6 -4 1 4 1

CALL NOW!
S2 .0 0 P L U S T O L L . IF A N Y M U S T B E 18 Y E A R S O R O L D E R

T hurs .
10 pm
J uly 23
$225
$ 3 COVER

SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
STRICTLY PERSONAL
OUTDOOR ENTHU SIAST
GW M , 6'4’ , 180 lbs., 40 years old
seeks friendship with person who
enjoys travelling off the beaten
path. W ant to share backpack, cy
cle, and travel experiences with
easygoing, good natured, health
conscious friend. Good condition
a must for Sierra treks. W ’ ite 4546
El Camino, B10 #342, Los Altos,
CA 94022.
(P30)
STRAIGHT G U YS W ELC O M ED
Does she have a headache when
you want H EA D ? Good looking
Southern black guy STi, 155, 24
years old enjoys giving head to
young Asians, white college,
guys, body builders, military guys
welcom e. Absolute discretion
assured. Tony 474-7480. Keep
trying if busy.
E N D L E S S SERVITUD E
Tall, dark-haired uncut master, 35,
seeks obedient, loyal, devoted,
passive slave boy for permanent
live-in relationship. 18-28. Must be
s e r v ic e o r ie n te d , goo d at
household duties, be healthy,
good looking, good body, domes-.
tic or imported variety. You must
be dedicated to becoming an ap
pendage to myself, find sole satis
faction from pleasing me. If you
are what I’ve described, I can’t
help but love you. Photo/phone/
letter (English, Espanol, Francaise, Portugues) to; Sir, P.O. Box
14425, S F CA 94114.
(KP29) .
S&M M E E T YOUR MATCH
Rough, raunchy, top, bottom,
master, slave, daddy, boy, locker
room? Meet your sex-match NOW!
1000‘s of private, one-on-one,
phonemates. No phone bill but
Ing/dst. Call 415/346-8747 NOW!
(P-00)

S E E K IN G CLO SE FRIEND/
COMPANION
Professional GWM, 28, 5'10", 145
lbs, brn/grn, very goodlooking, and
highly ROMANTIC. I wish to meet
other well educated and/or goodlooking professional ASIAN men
who are into deep meaningful rela
tionships. I am very independent,
but enjoy close companionship
and will melt in your arms. I am
sometimes impulsive and love
having fun. I enjoy open honest
communication and kind loving
support, I enjoy most forms of
safe sex, but am not concerned
with sexual performance. My in
terests include: travel, camping,
movies, cuddling, R O M A N C E,
quiet even in gs by the fire,
candlelight dinners, dancing, con
certs, skiing, etc. I am not perfect
and am not looking for perfection,
just someone I enjoy being with
and can care for. Send your reply
w/photo to Boxholder, 1111 W . El
Camino, Ste. 109-353, Sunnyvale,
C A 94087.________________________
EM E R G E N C Y FOOD BOX
For test positive and high risk peo
ple who can’t use soup kitchens.
Help feed the hungry. Auction,
first Saturday every month, W ater
ing Hole 4 to 7 pm. Video tapes,
clothing, pornography, leather.
Bargain prices, Malnutrition is
AIDS co-factor. Cash and auction ab le item s needed. G av
Rescue Mission, PO B 6141, S F
94101.431-2188.
(KP31)
BEA R D ED LOVER
Extremely romantic 5'10*. 145
lbs.,‘35 years, dark hair, blue eves,
hairy, I like camping, hiking, cuddl
ing, movies, dining, travel and ec
centric people. You should be
similar. Beards only. P.O. Box
880647, S a n F ra n c is c o , CA
94188-0647.
(KP30)

YOUNG A S IA N S W ANTED!
I'm a tall, goodlooking white male,
29, average build, with short
brown hair and a hairy chest.
Seeking Asians and boyish guys
with a small and very slender build
for J/O sessions. Safe oral sex,
etc. Let’s rendezvous in downtown
San Francisco (if possible) for
some hot action. Call 979-3774
anytime.___________________ (AP30)
LEAN BOY
Wanted to serve dad's meat, to
S T R IP AND SH O W O F F hot
boyhole. Take dad's thikmeat,
son! All the way! Serious, mas
culine, eager only! Call when
you’re READY to describe yourself
and meet. 24 hours! K E E P TRY
ING. 548-0842. Call hot dad who
will show you how to W O RK up a
S W EAT!
_____________(P29)
I am a musical genius. I need an
outlet for my voice. If you would
like to share with me, write to:
Tommy, Sentinel Box 946. (KP30)
T H E S E C R E T G O SP E L
of Saint Mark. Sexual teachings of
Josh u a -b a r-Josep h , w ho the
Greeks ca lled Je s u s Christ.
Peace, joy and the brotherhood of
man thru mystical sexual commu
nion. Text and proof of authentici
ty in Phallos Newsletter. Sample
copy $2. Saint Priapus Church,
583 Grove S F 94102.
(KP31)
W A LK TALK
LAUGH O R CRY
Good looking 44 yr old GW M into
q o o k in g ,
c o u n tr y
m u s ic,
metaphysics, carpentry, garden
ing, animals and health. Looking
for shorter, younger, crosscultural man. If a nite in a hot tub,
a steak dinner and a rented movie
sounds good, then call.
PATRICK (415) 333-8428 (Iv msg.)
No drunks, smokers, J/O calls or
fats. No obligations.
(VP29)

NO B H ILL NIGHTS
24, attractive, fit and safe. 6'1",
160, W M secure but needing a
neighborhood bed buddy and
friend. School and work aren’t
enough. Into: hug* hung, goodlooking, 25-45, emotional and non
scene men. Arts nature, exploring
possibilities. If you have it and
want to share with som eone...
I've been waiting. Sentinel Box
955._________________________ (P29)

COCK W O R SH IP P E R
A ttra c tiv e 36, h ealth y, oral
oriented, GW M seeks a few dis
crete, healthy, heavy-hung W M s
who enjoy having their big,
beautiful cocks worshipped by an
excellent C/S. Looks, age, uncut
or cut not important as your loving
your thick, hot, juicy cock wor
shipped. S h a r. that joy on a
regular basis. Sentinel Box 953.

W ANTED: ASIAN/LATIN/
BLACK PLAYM ATE
WM, 34 looking for Asians/Latins/
Blacks interested in becoming
friends and forming an ongoing
safe sexual relationship. Not look
ing for a lover, already have one;
but for some outside sex and fun.
It doesn't matter whether you are
single or not; as long as you are
friendly and like sex. I love to cud
dle and hold, how about you? Give
it a try! PO Box 22584, SF, CA
94122.__________ _________________

LATIN S E E K S LATIN
5 '4 ", 120 lb s ., 38 y e a rs ,
bodybuilder, seeks hot, short,
dark men to share some or all:
athletic sex, working out, disco,
symphony, friendship and to keep
me c o m p a n y on fre q u e n t
business/vacation trips back east
and to Europe. Reply, with photo if
possible, to: PO Box 42175, San
Francisco CA 94142.
(KP29)

TH E S T A R S S A Y Y E S I
GWM, Taurus, 28, 5'11*, 180 lbs.,
b lon de/blu e, b o tto m , s e e k s
Capricorn or Cancer Latin, top,
30 + , moustache, for the one to
one, steam y rom ance w e ’ve
dreamed of! Into bars and open
relations? Don’t bother! Send let
ter, photo and birthdate PO Box
506, Hayward CA 94541.
(KP31)
B A LL CLUB Q UARTERLY
N a t io n w id e n e w s le tte r / c o n 
tact/correspondence club for men
who have ’em and men who want
'em. Safe sex encouraged. Send
self addressed stamped envelope
for free information. BCS, POB
1501, Pomona, CA 91769.________
YOU’LL B E CON V IN C E D
YOU
C A LLED
THE
BEST
LEA T H ER TOP. 3 W A Y S OK!
V IN C E
621-5466
(AP30)

ON THE COUCH
JOHN ARMSTRONG

Saying ‘No’ To Sex
As men in America we have
been subjected to very strange
propaganda. Watch a little TV,
read a magazine. The men who
we are supposed to admire are
always ready for sex, have an in
satiable appetite for it, and
wouldn’t dream of turning down
an attractive partner no matter
what the circumstances. For as
long as I’ve been part of our
community, I have watched in
amazement as my gay brothers
try to live up to this standard,
and succeed to an astonishing
degrpe. Nonetheless, there are
many circumstances where you
might want to say no, no matter
how hot the man is who’s propositioning you.

Why You Might
Want To Say No
You’re not feeling sexual.
You are tired, have had sex
recently, are too drunk, too full,
in short your body doesn’t want
to. As you know it’s always
possible to force a sexual
response, but I question the
wisdom of that. It usually is a
poor idea to go against what
your flesh wants.
He intimidates you. Some
men are to o attractive, or come
on like gangbusters and over
whelm you. If you find yourself
very nervous at the thought of
climbing into the sack with a
certain guy, maybe it’s better to
give It a pass.
It’s too soon. It is often the
case in gay life that we find
ourselves just about to have sex.
with someone within an hour of
meeting them. For many gay
men this is the ideal sexual en
counter, but some of us would
rather get to know our partners

at least a little before we have
sex. After all, sex is about the
most intimate thing you can do
with another human being, and
it can feel mighty strange to be
that intimate with a stranger.
You don’t know this man well
enough to tell him any of your
secrets, but you are about to let
him crawl all over your naked
body. You might end up feeling
a little exposed. I suspect that if
this type of encounter wasn’t
such a standard feature of gay
life there would be a hell of a lot
(more gay men saying, “ I don’t
do that on the first date.” So If
you are the sort that would
rather wait to get to know some
one before having sex with
them, say so.
There’s another reason not to
have sex on the first date. It’s
been my experience that all too
frequently if you have sex on the
first date, there won’t be a se
cond. I theorize that this has to
do with,the intimacy issue. Two
s tr a n g e r s have e x p o se d
themselves to each other, and
there’s been no basisfor It. They
don’t know each other, they
don’t trust each other, and now
one or both feels exposed, and
uncomfortable. And it’s just
easier never to see that person
again. So if you have met some
one and sense that he’s rela
tionship material, it might be
better to wait a while before
“ doing it.” Get to know each
other a little, maybe even like
and trust each other, build a
context for sexual intimacy
before having sex.
“ But,” -you say to me-semi*
hysterically, “ I can tell that what
he’s looking for Is a hot lay for
tonight. If I don’t give him what
he wants there won’t be a sec

ond date.” A dilemma. It’s very
true that there are lots of men
out there who have a good deal
of trouble delaying gratifica
tion. They want it now, or they .
move on. You have to make adifferentiation. If you’re positive
that if you say no he’ll just move
down the bar, then go home with
him, but know that you will, in all
probability, be no more than a
trick to him no matter how you
play it. On the other hand, he
may simply be operating from
the gay norm that says if two
men are attracted, they have
sex, and if you turn me down it
means either you aren’t turned
on to me or you are simply
weird. In that case do some fast
talking. Tell him about this arti
cle. Explain that you want more
than a one-nighter, and that you
are very attracted to him indeed.
Persuade him that it will only be
better if you wait.
Or the problem might be all in
your head. You might be one of
those sorts I call ‘'pleasers,”
people who are afraid that Jf
they aren’t eternally gratifying

to other people, that nobody will
like them. If that's you, then
recognize that you are operat
ing from old fears. That you
don’t honestly know how he will
respond to a no. He might be
relieved, having suggested sex
because he thought you ex
pected him to. It’s possible that
he, too, would rather wait.

How to Say No
W e all worry to some degree
or another about rejecting
others. That the person we re
ject won’t like us. That we’ll hurt
their feelings. In the case of a
sexual rejection, that if we say *
no for tonight, we’ll never get
another chance. These fears are
real. When you reject someone
there’s always an inherent risk
that one of the above catas
trophes may occur. But the
follow ing su g g estio n s w ill
make the rejection as easv as
possible on the rejectee and
thus minimize the risk.
Personalize it. Talk about
you, your feelings an<* state of

B LA C K M ALE
28 seeking friendship with a bright
intelligent, young lady that enjoys
book reading, movies, walks, kids,
R & B music. Must be 23 to 35 years
of aae. Prefer someone who is
working. A 50-50 relationship, some
one who enjoys cooking. Prefer
non-smoker, non-drinker, no
drugs, no gays. Sentinel Box 954.
TRAVELIN G COM PANION TO
JA P A N
Must speak Japanese/English,
p re fer J a p a n e s e or J a p a n 
ese/American. Slight build essen
tial. In good health. Male only.
35-45 give or take. All travel ex
penses paid. Month of October,
1987. Letter plus photo to: Sen
tin e l B o x 931. A ll re p lie s
answered. I am a WM.
STRAIGHT LATINO STUDENT
Will exchange room & board for
homecare. Call evenings 5-10 pm.
626-2945.
(KP29)

mind, not qualities or traits of
his. “ I’m tired,” not “ W hy did
you have to wait until so later
Tell the truth. At least partly.
If you’re both tired and intim
idated perhaps you’ll choose
only to say you’re tired. But very
few of us are good enough liars
to fabricate a story that has the
- rino of truth so if vou launch in
to some crock of BS, he’ll prob
ably sense that the story has a
hollow ring and be put off.
Be clear about whether this is
a no for now or a flat no. Most
men will assume that it you say
no tonight, what you really
mean is not ever. Keep repeat
ing that you only mean not
tonight, give your reasons, and
say how wildly attracted to
him you are until you sense that
he believes you. Unless of
course what you really mean is
not ever, in which case, say that.
Don’t string him along to spare
his feelings. In the long run that
will hurt him worse.
Compliment him. Include
positives in the rejection. If you
are not interested in him sexual
ly, be sure to mention some
thing about him you do like. A
little bit of sugar to help the
medicine go down. It really
helps, believe me.
As I say, nothing guarantees
that these guidelines will work
with everybody, but they do
work with reasonable people. If
after all the careful phrasing
and explanations he still stalks
off in a huff, perhaps he has a
problem, and you are lucky to
have discovered it so early.
■

J o h n A rm s tro n g is a M arria ge,
F a m ily a n d C h ild C o u n s e lo r In
p riv a te p ra c tic e h ere In S an
F ra n c is co . H e s p e c ia liz e s in In
d iv id u a l a n d c o u p le s w o rk w ith
g a y m en. I f yo u ha ve a q u e s tio n
fo r th e c o lu m n p le a s e se n d it
ad d re sse d to h im c!o The Sen
tin e l, 500 H aye s St., S an F ran
cisco , CA 94102. If th e q u e s tio n
is n o t u s e d in th e c o lu m n , h e w ill
try to a n s w e r yo u p e rs o n a lly if
y o u e n c lo s e a SASE. I f yo u w ish
to see h im p ro fe s s io n a lly c a ll
552-2974 to arra n g e an a p p o in t
m ent.
■

c
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C ontinued from previous page
HOM E PORN $
I want to buy your original
homemade hard core videos (Beta
or VHS) no matter how raunchy.
Please send sample or phone tt for
contact for viewing. Must sign
release.
Also need goodlooking, well built,
well hung guys interested in being
in hard core videos. Send nude
photo with phone. Modest money.
PO Box 14425, S F CA 94114.(KP31)
S E E K IN G G EN T LE W/S TOP
Dark, bearded, hairy, husky,
balding intellectual, 39. seeks gen
tle, intense w/s top 35-50. Need
mellow, experienced, intelligent
"daddy" type with beard and hairy
chest. Reciprocation possible. I’m
otherwise sexually versatile; many
possibilities beyond this scene.
Let’s exchange revealing photos,
letters, fantasies. Serious and in
telligent only. Sentinel Box 952.
SC U LPT U R E TEACHER
at J F K living in Noe Valley. Please
call again, from two weeks ago. •
"SO U L — MATE — READY,"
Spanking, Heart connection.
863-0342

MASSAGE

MAILBOX
AD REPLIES

N EW FORM ULA
Scientifically tested for stress and
S E X enhancer.
EXSATIVA
(800) 227-2400 x915
PO Box 170182
S F 94117

10

San Francisco

SENTINEL
B o x # ____________
500 Hayes St.
San Francisco. CA
94102

COM ING OUT AGAIN!
M ALE FO R EPLA Y INITIATION
•
•
•
•
•

E R O T IC IN T E N T & T A L K
L IV E V O Y E U R IS M
N O N -P E N E T R A T IO N B O N D IN G
M A S T U R B A T IO N M U T U A L IT Y
G R O U P D Y M A N IC S

TALK C IR C LE (TU/TH AT 8PM)
T H E M E N (M A L E E N E R G Y N E T W O R K )

863-3098 (EV ES)

P ER SO N A L
G RO W TH
Children’s and Family
COUNSELING
Help Id Puttin'
Tb« Piece* Together
•ceeiona to Your If
Monty Meytr
MS Clinical Piychohvy
California L « n ^d M F C i
8 2 4 -5 6 3 2

N E W AUDIO C A SSET T ES
by Mary Richards wth the reso
nant voice of Dennis McMillan.
#814 A ID S ... Self Healing Process
#815 Vibrant Health
#633 Strong Immune System
Special $9.95 each, three for
$29.50. W atch for announcement
of workshop for "Worried W ell."
945-0941.
(KPG31)

B E S T M A SS A G E O F YOUR LIFE !
By professional certified masseur
seven years of experience. Sensi
tive, caring, very handsome hunk
relaxes your body-mind-spirit.
Specializes in deep, firm, sensual,
hot-oil Swedish. Surprise birthday
massages for friends and lovers
available. Castro area, 9 am-9 pm,
weekdays and weekends. William
626-6210, PW As welcomed.
IN TEG RAL M U SC LE W O R SH IP
Sophisticated body work that
calms the spirit by releasing bodi
ly constraints — bringing to you
the creative and healing energies
arising from a relaxed state of be
ing.
MAX
821-2351
Let your optimum performance be
habitual!
(MA31)
OUT TO R ELA X?
Want someone professional and
friendly? I give a full body
massage in the nude. I am a Nor
wegian man, 28, It. bodybuilder
and swimmer. Handsome and
clean cut.
Certified
885-6309
$30 In
24hrs

ECSTATIC TRANSPO RT
Sensual and relaxing massage
will waft you away to greater well
being and liberated pleasure while
recharging your erotic energy. The
massage is a slow, deep Esalenstyle nurturing done by a per
sonable, trained expert in a car
ing, loving way. It’s a sensational
experience you'll love!
GARY
821-1005
SA N JO S E — SW E D ISH M ASAG E
Treat yourself to a full body
Swedish massage in private home
by qualified masseur. Reduces:
fatigue, stress, tension. Also feels
great! 1 hr in-call $25. 24 hour ser
vice. Shower available! Early bird
special until Aug. 31,6 am til noon
(only). 1 hr In-call $20. Perfect for
the man on the go.
ANTHONY
(408)288-6169
S P E C IA L
Relaxing, sensuous, full body HotOil massage. Luxurious, .non
hurried, nurturing session, $30.00.
M-F after 6 pm. Sa t & Sun am &
pm. Certified m assage therapist
through Body Electric School of
M assa g e and Rebirthing. In
please. Potrero Hill.
BRUCE
282-6879

S U B E R B BLACK
Body Builder Masseur
specializing in deep tissue and
sports massage for men who actively use their
(athletes,
heir *bodies
■
body builders). Strong, sensitive,
loving hands and energy.
$45.00 1V* hrs. Out only
SA N D EH A
861-2231
SE N SU A L PLU S
Stim ulate and revitalize your
erotic and pleasure centers with a
nude, professional, deep muscle,
oil m assage, by a certified
acupressure and reflexology ex
pert. I'm 29, attractive, nurturing
and aim to please. $30. in, $40.
out. Call Joh n 861-0843. (CMA2§)

★ ★★ P H IL L IP * ★ ★
G o o d n a tu r e d m o d e lm a s s e u r. H a n d s o m e ,
c le a n - c u t a n d d is c r e e t.
864 5566
T R IP TO ECSTA SY!
Come to my massage! Full body
-buns & legs my specialty! Hot
man 6' 160# br/br moust. Call Russ
anytime In/out $40/50 add $5.00
for VISA/MC. 647-0944 Trv me!

$25 •HOT ATHLETE, HUNG NICE.
B IL L 441-1054, M ASSAGE, ETC.

Not Too Shy Are You?
ASIAN OR LATIN?
Hi! Handsome, aggressive, blond
stud, defined physique, clean &
healthy, massages in the nude.
E X P E R IE N C E D $35/ln
RON 776-0472

32 San Francisco Sentinel • July 17, 1987

12-STEP HOMOPHOBIA GROUP
(Based on the Alcoholics Anony
mous model, though this group’s
focus is homophobia rather than
alcoholism). Free meeting for peo
ple whose internalized homophobia
(fear/hatred of being gay/lesbian/bi,
and/or of other gay/lesbians, and/or
discomfort with the larger society)
is making their lives uncomfortable
and unmanageable, info: Scott
346-5488.
(PG29)
H E R B A L IFE
Independent distributor. Call me
for products.
Christine Simpson
(415) 923-0987
YOUR BIO-RYTHMS!
Make the most of your potential!
Let your personal bio-rythm chart
give you insight into what kind of
a day tomorrow will be for you —
emotionally, physically and men
tally. Send name, address, date of
birth, and month(s) and year(s) you
want charted. Send check for
$2.00/month or $20.00/12 months
— interpretation included. BioDay Co. P.O. Box 146316, San
Francisco, CA 94114-6316. (PG29)

m odels

&

ESCO RTS

E2ICHAQDI

O F S A N F R A N C IS C O

431*6965

West Hollywood/LA
Body Electric School of Massage &
Rebirthing will offer a professional
certificate program in bodywork in
West Hollywood. August 10-29. If
you have friends in LA we should
contact, call us.
653-1594.

FDA A PPRO V ED STUDY
(ID# G860126) Being conducted in
San Francisco for people with
ARC. Immune stimulation without
drugs.
(415) 923-1656

H
E
A
V
E
N
L
Y

FULL M ASSAGE
R O N $40 In 775-7057
^ E R O T IC M A SS A G E^
Hard working - Good looking Stress reducing -Safe - Perfect for
men on the go. 1 st class, clean
apartment, fireplace, loving hands
to revitalize mind, body, spirit,
5'11* • 160 lbs., brown, green,
smooth, uncut, Joe; 346-2921 - 9-5
• For Men Only
(KMA30)

S E L F H E A L IN G G R O U P
In this Age of AIDS
• Deep Relaxation, Guided
Imagery
• Releasing & Clearing
Processes
• Strong, Healthy Self-Image
Thursday, Ju ly 16. 7:00-9:00 pm at
108C Fillmore at Hermann, $15.
Reserve your space!
Mary Richards, 945-0941.
Master Your Mind cassettes
available.

DEEP
Intense — releasing massage —
put your body in the skillful hands
of Mr. G — caring black masseur.
Hung — uncut — sensuous —
p lea sa n t a tm o sph ere, upper
Castro — $30 hr — 621-3319 —
after 5 pm weekdays,, all day
weekends — 6 ft, 180, 41.

A
ihihp

P W A ’s
diagnosed 6 months or longer are
needed to participate in a scien
tific study to learn more about
what effect AIDS has on sexual
expression, needs and feelings.
Participation will include a one
time-only confidential interview.
For further information, leave
name and number: 863-8834.
(PG29)

CARING TOUCH
- shiatsu, swedish,
acupressure
- safe, trusting environment
- now, more times available
- advance appointments
preferred
RICHARD FEY
282-8527
D REAM M A SS A G E

Hung 9", bisexual, exceptional
handsome, muscular, speedo
tan, blonde/blu. Are you a yng.
Asian or Latin guy, sensitive &
nice? I have a special rate for
you.
_________ R O N 776-0472__________

* S TA R *

STRIKING GOOD LOOKS
BLU E EYED BLOND
READY TO P LE A SE

621-5931

HEAVENLY
B O D IE S
B E GOOD TO Y O U R S E LF
Enjoy a therapeutic massage by a
c e r t ifie d
S w e d is h / S h ia ts u
bodyworker. My touch is nurturing
and healing, both gentle and deep
to release tension, ease pain and
b alan ce energy. $35 for 90
minutes. Castro location.
DAVID BLU M BER G
552-0473
FU LL BODY M ASSAGE
Enjoy a relaxing, therapeutic
massage from a trained, mature
professional. I am certified in
several types of massage and use
a combination for a fantastic feel
ing. $30. Call Roy, 8am to 10pm at
621-1302.
SO M E EV ID EN C E TO C O N SIDER
I’ll proudly show you photos of
100 people happy to recommend
my massage. 18th and Noe. Cer
tified, experienced, genial. The
hands of an angel in the heart of
the Castro. 65 minutes, a mere
$30. Jim 864-2430.________________
FU LL BODY M ASSAG E
W a rm ,
h e a lth fu l,
sensual
massage by 29 yrs., 5 « " , 150 lb.
swimmer. Out only — am’s &
afternoons. 931-9618. Non sexual.

* S TA R *

EX NAVY BOY
N E W TO SC EN E
SMOOTH SEX Y BODY
TRAINED TO S E R V E
RICH
621-5931

B
O
D
I
E
S

(4 1 5 )8 2 1 -3 4 5 7

M ALE M O DELS

& C O M P A N IO N S
S TAN DARD R A T ES
M O O DAY OR WEE*

TRIP TO ECSTA SY!
Come to my massage! Full body
— buns & legs my specialty! Hot
man 6', 160#, Br/Br, moust, Call
Russ anytime. In/out $40/50, add
$5.00 for VISA7MC. 647-0944. Try
me!
(MA31)
TAOIST EROTIC
MASSAGE CLASS
with Joseph Kramer. Learn to give &
receive ecstatic pleasure. 25 techni
ques to enhance & prolong orgasm.
Honor your sexuality. Ju ly 31,
7:30-11:30 pm. $25. Body Electric
School. 6527A Telegraph Ave.
Oakland. 653-1594. Group oil
MASSAGE every Sunday. 7 pm.
Come & play.
(KMA30)

J a c k M c C a llis te r
C e r tifie d M a s s a g e
T h e r a p is t a n d R e b irth e r

(415) 282-3758
By appointment only
A LEX, 861-1362
A warm and loving masseur. A
slow, deep & sensual massage.
In/out. Anytime. You'll love it!
(KMA-00)
FU LL BODY M A SSA G E
Body Electric Massage student
seeking other in the profession for
exchange, also new clients for low
fee. Located in Oakland. Call Mark
after 4:30 pm at 261-3319. (KMA29).
O RIENTAL FULLBO D Y M A SSAG E
Oriental fullbody massage given
by nude, smooth, goodlooking
Asian — 26. Older men welcome.
24 hours. In/out. Bob. 474-4185.
Near all major hotels.
(MA30)
LOVING MEN
SE N SU A L. INTIMATE M ASSAGE.
JIM AND PE T E R
864-5483
Centrally located in San Francisco.
M A SS A G E BY MARK
Sensual, soothing, stimulating
rub-downs by attractive man. Outcalls only.
824-2312
(MA30)
ATHLETIC M ALE
FO R STRONG SW E D ISH
E SA LE N M ASSAG E
TOM 431-2830

c
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Peace ot M ^ d so
S TAY H E A LTH Y W ITH

Q O IA Q D
O F S A N F R A N C IS C O

(4 1 5 )8 2 1 -3 4 5 7
Applicants Needed
M u st Be Exceptional

HOT BLACK
25-6'0, 185, handsome versatile
bottom. Excellent head, hung 8",
friendly, honest, HTLV-negative.
E s c o rt m a s sa g e p lu s more
available.
24 hr. out/in calls, will travel
greater Bay Area. Parties/private
etc. Call no J/O.
RO B
863-5702

ITALIAN D A D D Y
H u n g and H a iry
239-8419
S & M E D U C A T IO N
A sure instinct about pleasure and
pain doesn't fit into the usual
alphabet code of C&B, S&M, B&D,
etc. If you’re thinking about ex
panding your sexual horizons,
waiting for a man you can trust,
this is it! Call Roger at 864-5566, a
short, clean-cut BB , intelligent,
handsome, and absolutely expert
top, no matter how much or how
little experience you've had.

HUNG STUD
Thick a n d Big

GUS

(415)469-7221

H EA VE NL Y
B ODI ES
M ODELS • ESC O R T S • M ASSAGE
STRIP-O-GRAM
REA SO N A B LE RATES

621-5931
o re ol SFs finest relerral services

SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
BUY OF TH E YEAR!
C H E R R Y L E B A R O N . 1980
Chrysler, slant 6 power and legen
dary life span.
PS, PB, Automatic
Well maintained, perfect body, im
maculate interior.
$2495
W ill consider trade

221-1120

JOBS WANTED
GW M seeks casual employment
as a domestic housekeeper. Exellent personal references.
GORDON
626-3860
(JW30)

GAY SH ELT ER
A shared room, all meals and im
mediate work is available now at
the U.S. Mission.
2 Locations:
788 O’Farrell
86 Golden Gate Avenue
O r c a ll
775-5866 or 775-6446

Bunkhouse
Apts.
O ffice: 419 Ivy Street
San Francisco
M on.-Fri. 1*6 PM
Or by Appointm ent
C o m m e rc ia l S p a c e
A v ailable f o r R eta il

ROOMMATES
HUNKY SW E D
Hairy, masc., hung, big hangers,
6 '3', 195 lbs., bln/blu, round the
clock action.
A XEL 863-0252

* SPARTAN R U N N ER *
Young. Slender. Smooth
Masculine
AARON

4 6 9 -7 2 2 1
LO W H A N G ERS!!
Short, Bearded, Hunk; 8 ', Safe
$60/$75, 24 Hrs.
EA R L
626-5982

► SEXY B O Y ■<
22
Good Looking • Nice Body
Very W ell Endowed
p -S C O T T *
(4 1 5 ) 7 7 1 -0 5 5 2

$750 — 1BR H a t,
633 Hayas St.

RO O M M ATE -W A N TED
Lrge, sunny 2 bdrm flat w/view
Frpl & Deck dw, w/d $475.00

AEK + base b o ard h e a te r *, tile
b a th , w o o d flo o r s , s o m e
c a rp e tin g , c u rta in s & sh ades

+ j m 4 6 9 ^ 7 6 7 8 ^ ^ ^ ^ imm^
P W A looking for a share living
situation. W ant to live in an en
vironment where feelings are
shared, and there is openness to
the change in our seasons. I
would like a large bedroom with a
window view of trees or a garden.
No drugs, no alcohol, no tobacco.
Financially stable. $300-400. Call:
RO B
776-2807

$550 - 2BR Apt,
419 Ivy, *4
AEK, w /w c a rp e tin g , cu rta in s &
sh ades, q u ie t a p t In s e cu re bldg.

$550 — 1BR Apt,
419 Ivy, *16
La rg e a p t. g re a t so u th ern e x 
p o s u re , su nny, w /w c a rp e tin g .
AEK, u niqu e cu rta in s & sh ades.

$550 — 1BR Apt,
419 Ivy, *30
Q u ie t, 3 r d flo o r, w ith a sk ylight,
w /w c a rp e tin g . AEK. cu rta in s &
sh ades.

RENTALS
LARGE, B R IG H T ONE
BEDRO O M APT
$475.00
Three rooms in a quiet Victorian
building. Fireplace.
References.
Fell/Laguna.
Call Jo e eves (to 9:00)
864-6591
(KR29)

Stove, refrigerator in c lu d 
ed. First and last m onths'
rent required. !No deposits.
Must be em ployed.

863-6262

CONCORD
2 bedroom/1 bath townhouse,
recently remodelled, very quiet,
lawns, parking, spa/sundeck, near
bus/BART/shopping, large gay
community. $535/$500 deposit.
827-4025.____________________ (R29)

V ILLA G E SQ U ARE APTS.
$70(5 up — 1 Bedroom
$900 up — 2. Bedroom, 2 Bath
$1050 up — 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
New wall to wall carpets, drapes,
self-cleaning oven, dishwasher,
disposal, underground garage in
cluded. Heated pool, saunas,
billiards, fireside lounge, exercise
rooms, ping-pong. Coin laundry
room s. K eyed en try doors,
elevators, easy transportation.
Shopping across street. Quiet.
Manager on premises 7 days. No
pets.
Village Square Apartments
Diam ond H eights Area

FU R N ISH ED ROOM
Private home. Phone, stereo, color
TV, use of all-electric kitchen. Ex
cellent transportation. $500/mo &
up.
821-3330
$500 Large Su n n y Studio &
Dinette. View, Hardwood Floors,
Cable, Laundry, Transportion,
Garage avail, 600 Fell. 626-2041.
____________________________(BR001

285-1231

U PSCALE, LUXURY LIVING
Beautifully furnished room in
private home. All amenities. Must
see to appreciate. K, L, and M
lines direct. (Gents preferred.) St.
Francis Wood — W est Portal. Call
after 6 pm weekdays, anytime
weekends. $500 up.
731-2830

(FR-00)
1027 HAYES/STEINER
3 room Victorian cottage. Garden,
private, secure, new paint. $750.
per month. Open Sat. & Sun. 1-3
pm or call for appointment.
626-3361

SAUNA JA CUZZI SUNOECK
COLOR TV FRIEND LY ST A FF
LOW RATES

NOW!
3 Day Special

HOTEL U S A LOMA

$ 6 9 .9 5 + T a x
$ 9 9 + T a x W e e k ly
(2 w e e k m in im u m )

600 Fillmore Street
Sa>. Fiancisco
(415) !i52-7100

jd fl

CALL TODAY
1 & 2 ROOM STUDIOS
M ust* see to believe. Newly
renovated building with all electric
kitchen, drapes, W/W carpets,
e le ctric heat with pre-wired
telephone and cable ready.
Requirements: first month’s rent,
$300. security, $35. telephone in
stallation. NO P E T S !!!
Rents start at $300. Studio, and
$400. up 2 room studios.
Info call 474-4094 or see at 57
Taylor St.

A G ue sthous e on th e Russian River

SP EC IA L O FF S E A S O N RATES

Continued on next page

What’s a PARTY GIRL to do?
Why, RUN FOR GRAND DUCHESS Of Course!
J /lb .

“A tough girl, for a tough job”
For P a rtv Information Call: 4 3 1 - 4 3 9 5
..

.

%

•

c
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Continued Irom previous page

HEALTH PRODUCTS
New distributors needed for
natural herbal products. Not sold
In stores. Call for information on a
great financial opportunity. See
ad under personal growth.
C H R IST IN E SIM PSO N
(415) 923-0987

M O V IN G A N D
H A U LIN G
BROTHER S HAULERS
O ne guy. o r tw o
and a pick-up. . .
H auling
F u rn itu re D eliveries
D u m p Runs
C lear Yards & B a sem en ts
You na m e i t '!

ONE BIG MAN &
ONE BIG muck
Specializing in Boommate Relocation
i n returns to 907 cbanUet (415) 931-0193

Fast • H ard W orkers

CALL US TODAY

648-2247
D IS P L A Y P A G E R 991-8603
hom e

Alter 3 beeps, enter your phone »
Woi! tor beeps i hang up

“ When you have to
be sure th a t your move
is r ig h t"

G lS ^i
T S a o fl

(41*1
S p ecialists in
o ffic e & households
L icensed & Insured
CAL. T # 142874
M O V IN G S P E C IA L IS T S

821-4755
3055 23RD S T R E ET
SAN FRANCISCO • 94110
MOVING — D ELIVERY
HAULING
Fast and efficient
reasonable rates
DAVID
821-2691

M OVING? NEED D ELIVERY?
Will move or deliver anything.
Fast, efficient and careful.
Low rates, personal service.
Call Jason at
665-7509 or 864-1300

PAID V O LU N T EER S WANTED
G a y, stra ig h t, men, women
wanted for research project. Keep
daily record of drinking, moods,
sexual activity. Payment $100.
Call:
NAOMI
642-5208 davs

JOB OFFERS
WANTED
Two energetic, organized women
who like people. W e are an
elegant bed and breakfast in S F
whose clientel is primarily women.
W e are looking for two women to
join our staff. One position is full
tim e h ousekeeper/cook with
assistant manager responsibili
ties, the other is part time —
(20/hrs. wk.) clerical and P.R.
Salary for each position is $6/hr
during training period with in
crease following. Experience pre
ferred. Call 863-0538 for an inter
view.
(KJ029)

The purpose of this section
is to assist persons w ith
A ID S solve th e ir personal
n e e d s . In d iv id u a ls d ia g 
nosed w ith A ID S w ill be o f
fered s pace in this section
a t half price.__________

O RAL S E X TECHN IQ U ES
Hot guy, incredible mouth, writer
photographer to publish book of
various methods for improving
masterbation, oral and anal sex,
etc. Interested in talking with
anyone who knows different
methods of sexual arousal and’
stimulation. Cash or barter for
your input or photo session. Call
Steve 864-8597 — we're spiritualizing sex.____________________(JQ33)
O FFIC E MANAGER
Full/Part time. Body Electric School
of Massage & Rebirthing, Oakland.
Typing, communications skills,
bodywork training helpful. $7/hr.
starting.
.653-1594.

2 5 D IF F E R E N T 6 0 -M IN U T E
J /0 V ID EO TA PES
Transferred to tape from private
film collection. D o zens o f h u n k y
y o u n g m odels, huge e qu ip m e n t.
G ood image, good color, soft rock
music. All safe sex! Let these videos
on yo u r V C R becom e yo u r favorite
ho m e com panion! S o rry , no bro 
chures o r stils o n these. B u t look
in to this bargain collection. Each
S24.9S plus ta x. V H S In stock. Beta
m ade up on order. A s k fo r Adonis
Cockptay series. ADO N IS VIDEO, 369
Ellis. San F ra n c isc o 94102 (415)
474-6995. Open Noon - 6 p m daily.
Upstairs over Circle J Cinema. See
Hal Call. M/C-Visa OK.

GAY
TELEPHONE
BULLETIN BOARD
INSTANTLY UPDATED
LEAVE ADULT
MESSAGES
SEE IF THERE’S ONE
FOR YOU

(415) 976-6677
$ 2 .0 0 Plus Toll If A ny
► N EW C LA S SIFIE D DEADLINE-*
TUESDAY NOON
A R E YOU TIRED O F M ISSIN G
D EA D LIN ES? CH ECK OUT THE
SEN T IN EL, W E TRY HARDER

W e Will PRO FESSIO N ALLY

V ID E O T A P E

W.QRDMJNERS

( 1 or 2 camera operation )

Your S PECIAL E V E N T...

HI! My name is

3 3 3 -8 0 4 0

CONAN

L A S E R DESKTO P
PU BLISH IN G

F o r O a ta llf

TYPESETTIN G

BA R T EN D ER S
Full & Part-time openings at East
Bay Bar. Experience preferred,
call Steve for appointment (415)
652-7144 after 2 pm.
(J029)
ASSO CIATE DEVELO PM ENT
DIRECTOR
National Gay Rights Advocates
s e e k s e x p e rie n c e d , careeroriented person to develop and
supervise fundraising activities.
Major Donors, Planned giving,
special events. Must be highly
organized, reactive, with excellent
interpersonal, written and com
munication skills. Send resume &
salary history to: NGRA, 8380 San 
ta Monica Blvd. Suite 202, West
Hollywood. CA 90069.

V ID EO
SERVICES

UPKEEP A N D
R EN O V ATIO N S

"M Y M ASTER IS IL L "
Diagnosed with AID S 12 months
ago. He is doing well but I must
find a new home ASAP. My breed:
Terrier, Dalmation mix. Wt: ap
prox. 45 lbs. Age: 5V« yrs. Sex:
male & neutered. Disposition: ex
tremely affectionate, loves people
& other animals.

F IN A N C IA L
SERVICES

F IN A N C IA L
PROBLEM S?
B A N K R U P TC Y
C H A P T E R 13
F R E E IN IT IA L C O N S U L T A T IO N
W IT H E X P E R IE N C E D A T T O R N E Y

864-0449
Walter R. Nelson Law Otllcaa

WORD PROCESSING
GRAPHICS
DIGITIZING

Improve Your “ Outdoor Room"
Does your garden need a new am
b ia n c e ? C o lo r ? O r sim p ly,
maintenance? For conscientious
s e r v ic e , c a ll S h e lb y : (415)
681-2871. S orry, no lawns.

HOUSE CLEANING
Weekly or monthly
Call Al 921-6631
evenings 6-9
20 years experience, references

SERVICES
Anubls ResumeWriter
Resum es,
co rresp o n d e n ce,
manuscript & statistical computer
generated using W ordPerfect,
Multimate and WordStar soft
ware.
Call: J E S S
861-0198
TH E CLO THES YOU
DREAM ED OF
but could never find. Now you can
pick the fabric, style and fit you
want — for no more than off the
rack. From tuxedoes to tank tops,
from suits to spandex shorts.
Alterations, draperies, too.
D ESIG N S ON YOU • customdesigned clothing.
861-4048

(415) 648-2321
Established 1975
Your Private Mail Service
* LIBERTY RENT A BOX *
“ Your Service Canter”
MAIL • B E EP E R S • FAX

w

MAIL: (Special sign up rate)
1st Mo. FREE-2 Months w/Yrly.
Rate. "As low as $2.50 per
month."
B EEP ER S: Low rates.
W HY PAY M ORE? W IDE AREA
COVERAGE by Metromedia.
Signal with tones, displays or
vibrations.
FACSIMILE: Public Access.
Fax is Faster. Easier & Cheaper
than Courier or Telex. Why mail
it? FAX IT! All the stickers in the
world won't get it there in
seconds. LOW Rates. 24 Hours
receiving.
PHOTOCOPIES: 15* & 25*
495 ELLIS
San Francisco, CA
11AM to 7PM MON THRU SAT
^ V O ICE: 771-3305 FAX: 771 -0967

Classified Order Form
Mail to SF Sentin el. 500 Haye* St.. SF. CA 94102.
Cateqory:

Name:

Address:

Phone: _____ ____ _______ ___________________________

City:____

C om pute your cost: 50 W ords + H eadline @ $ 1 0 .0 0 ...............
A dditional W o rd s'@ .2 5 ..............................
S entinel Box 1 Mo. @ $5.00 ......................
S entinel Box + Forw arding @ $10.00 . . .
S entinel Subscription 6 Mos. @ $35.00 . .
Sentinel S ubscription 12 Mos. @ $65.00 .
Total A m o u n t:.
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M ethod of Paym ent:

______________ State:.
.□ M asterC ard/V isa# __

Personal Policy: SF Sentinel encourages you to
p lace ads that are lively, creative an d health
conscious. W e reserve the right to edit o r reject
any ad whatsoever. D eadline for all classified
advertising is noon the M onday p rior to p u b 
lication.

E x p ira tio n D ate: _

S ignature: _

^

. Zip:.

IT’S LIVE!
/ J HOT
TALK
MAKE THE CONNECTION
41 5 • 21 3 • 818

976-8855

MEAT M

GAY INTRO

41 5 818
213 619

976-3800

N E W M E S S A G E W I T H EACH C A LL
LEAVE YOUR N U M B E R AND HE LL FIND YOU
San Francisco Sentinel • July 17, 1987
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HOUSANDS OF REAL MEN
from all over the country
are on our uninhibited
conference lines 24 hours
every day and you can. . .
SHARE HOT TALK
LISTEN TO THE ACTION
EXCHANGE NUMBERS
MAKE DATES
MAKE NEW FRIENDS

The man of your fantasies
may be just a call away!

L IV E -N O ACTORS
NO RECORDINGS
NO CREDIT CARDS
YOUR ANONYMITY
GUARANTEED!

S2 plus toll if any discreetly billed to your phone.
18 and over only.

San Francisco
Los Angeles
or
San Diego

415
213
818
619

c
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