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D elta  A irlines

BOYCOTT
Mobilization Organizing 
National Action
by David M. Lowe

Mobilization Against AIDS (MAA) has notified Atlanta 
based Delta Airlines of renewed public pressue to impose 
a national boycott against the world-wide carrier.

Delta was notified of MAA’s intent to lead an economic 
action against the mrlines in this mailgram to Bill Berry, 
Director of Public Relations, sent Wednesday morning, 
urging a promt reply:

“ As you know from  o u r contact 
w ith  you in August o f  th is  year, our 
organ ization is invo ke d  in  insuring 
the rights o f  people who fin d  them 
selves at odds w ith those w ho have 
an inadequate understanding o f  the 
realities o f Acquired Im m une D e fi
ciency Syndrome (A ID S ). D uring  
this past week, we have received 
numerous requests fo r  the activa
tion  o f  the N ationa l boyco tt we

postponed at the conclusion o f  our 
negotia tions w ith Delta regarding 
M ark  Siegers. The requests fo r a 
boycott are based on these fou r 

incidents:
•  In M a rch , 1985 Delta A ir lin e s  f i l 
ed w ith  the Depanment o f  T rans
p o rta tio n  to  amend its con tract o f 
carriage precluding people w ith 
A ID S  fro m  fly ing on its airplanes.

Continued on page 7
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MEN ON MEN:
Defining Gay Fiction 's Next Wave 1 5

by David M. Lowe
Last F rid a y , President Regan signed new le is la tion  preventing all 

branches o f  the U .S . M ilita ry  fro m  ta k in g  adverse personnel actions 
aeainst A ID S  A n tib o d y  positive servicemen based on in fo rm a tio n  
obta ined d u ring  a m edica l in terv iew . The  p ro tective  p rovis ions titled  

“ res tric tion  on use o f  in fo rm a tio n  ob ta ined  d u rin g  certain 
epidcmologic-asscssment in te rv ie w s" were inc luded m the Departement 

o f  Defense A th o r i/a t io n  A c t and arc designed to  protect and enhance 

p a tien t-doc to r c o n fid e n tia lity  in the arm ed services

The law was drafted by Congress
man I es Aspin (D Wise). Chairman 
o f ihe House Armed Services Commit- 
lee al the urging o f Representatives 
(ie rry Suidds (I) Mass) and Henry 
W asman (1) ( -X) who were concerned 
aboiii problems m ilitary personnel 
were experiencing based on inform a
tion obtained during a medical inter
view.

Supporters of the legislation ap
plaud the new law as a giant step

towards combating AIDS m tbc m ili- 
larv. “ First, it w ill encourage people 
to be candid with their physicians." 
said T im  Westmoreland, counsel for 
the House Subcommittee on Health 
and the Fnvironment. “ Secondly, it 
lim its the possibility of a witch hunt 
using the antibody test as the means to 
identify and dismiss homosexuals."

The law states that no adverse per
sonnel action can be taken against a 
serum positive (exposed to a virus

associated with A IDS) member o f the 
armed forces when the information 
was obtained during questioning for 
purposes o f counseling, medical treat
ment. epidemiological or statistical 
purposes.

Those adverse personnel actions in 
clude court m artial. non-iudici.il 
punishment, involuntary separation 
other than m edical, and ad
ministrative or punitive reduction in 
grade, denial o f promotion, an unfav
orable entry m personnel records, a 
bar to recnlisimcnt. and any other ac
tion judged to be an adverse personnel 
action.

The statute is effective as of Novem
ber 14, 1986. The Department of 
Defense must now write the necessary 
implementing provisions. ■
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EDITORIAL
TOM  MURRAY

Accredited Victim 
Status’ ’

In  recent w a 'k  The S a lio na l Review has repeatedly used a snide, sick 

phrase to describe o u r po litica l e fforts  to  achieve just treatment in society. 

C o lum nis t Joseph Sobran delights in h u rlin g  verbal darts at gay people who 

seek "accred ited v ic tim  status” .
.'\ccording to W ebster, a v ic tim  is "o n e  that is subjected to oppression, 

hardsh ip , or m is tre a tm e n t": o r, “ one tha t is in jured, destroyed o r sacriliced 

under any o f  various cond itions” . U n is , according to  Webster, gay people 

are indeed "v ic t im s ” . W'e have been subjected to oppression by triends, 

fa m ily , employers, co-workers and m indless strangers. Gay people have been 

in ju red , destroyed and sacrificed fo r p o litica l expediency and financial gain. 

T he  label, the role o f  v ic tim  is not one we have sought. O ther have created it 

fo r  us. It is p a rticu la rly  irk.some to  con fron t the tw isted reasoning that per

ceives o u r po litica l battle to  end abuse as an attempt to  " in  special treatment 

o r  "s ta tu s " .
Perhaps fo r some gay people it becomes easier to  passively accept the role 

o f  v ic tim , rather than ligh t back. Here are some simple questions that may- 

help illum inate  you r inner "v ic t im  s ta tu s ":
1) Have you ever been physically o r ve rba lly  abused because ot being gay?

2) Have you ever lost a home o r a jo b  because o f  being gay?

3) Have you lost relationships w ith  fam ily  o r friends because o f being gay?
4) Have you ceased partic ipa ting  o r been denied pa rtic ipa tion  in a church, 

social o r po litica l o rganization because o f  being gay?
5) Have your m edical/legal/inheritance/insurance rights ever been com pro

mised because o f  being gay?

h  is particularly irksome to confront 
the twisted reasoning that perceives our 

political battle to end abuse as an attempt 
to win special treatment or ''status. ”

I f  you answer "y e s ”  to  any o f  the above, you have been a victim . This 

next set o f  questions helps to  determ ine your ro le in accepting “ v ic tim  

status” :
1) Do you live in  a closet? Do you conceal you r sexual preference from  

friends, fam ily  o r  co-workers?
2) Do you support any o f  the social o r  po litica l organizationa that work to  

prom ote  gay rights? Do you co n trib u te  money o r  time?
3) Do you listen s ilen tly when other jo k e  about " fag g o ts ”  o r do you confront 

the speaker?
4) Do you treat a same-sex couple w ith  the respect that society bestows on 

non-gay couples?
5) Do you physica lly  o r  m enta lly abuse yo u r body o r  that o f  o ther gay people 

th ro u ^ i the use o f  a lcohol o r  drugs, o r  by engaging in  unsafe sexual 

practices?
I f  you r answer to  any o f  the second set o f  questions is "y e s ,”  face it: you  

are as responsible fo r o u r continued status as v ic tim s as Joseph Sobrans and 

his ilk .  ■
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Delta’s De-valuing
To the Editor;
The headline o f Friday, Nov. 7.
I986’s H a ll Street Journal caught my 
eye with the word "homosexual”  
leading into their story of Delta A ir 
Lines' latest anti-gay tricks.

In fighting the lawsuits filed by sur- I, 
vivors o f Delta's crash at DEW A ir 
port last summer. Delta has sought to 
"de value”  the lives o f those killed 
and injured by doing exhausitve 
background investigations. One o f 
those killed was a homosexual man 
from Florida. Delta said that because ' 
o f his lifestyle and the fatality rate o f 
AIDS, his life expectancy and thus 
life earnings were o f questionable , 
quantity. They had absolutely no 
proof that he was even sexually 
active, let alone exposed to the AIDS 
virus, yet they wanted to introduce i 
that line o f argument for the jury's 
decision as to how much money his 
survivors merited.

Just the fact that he was gay was 
enough to lower his employability 
and thus his life's "w o rth ". Never 
mind the fact that he was running 
five stores in his family's business and . 
wouldn't need to be hired by outside 
employers. Delta was prevented from 
presenting these homophobic lines o f 
argument before the jury. His family 
was awarded an amount which Delta 
considers too high and the airline is 
appealing the jury 's award. They 
threatened to reveal his gayness to the 
public if  the family fought for more 
money in the initial hearings.

Delta acted similarly in devaluing 
the loss of a woman seriously injured 
and whose husband was killed in the 
crash. They accused her of using co
caine, having an abortion and work
ing in a massage parlor in the past 
and thus being o f less value than 
more moral victims. Her attorney 
said that she was put through more 
pain than the family of Karen 
Silkwood in settling their claims.

I invite all interested in this dis
graceful conduct to demand and 
explanation from Delta. Remember 
the AIDS patients denied passage on 
Delta this summer? Can we afford to 
trust and support a company that 
treats human beings this wav'’  I 
doubt 1 could ever tly Delta again in 
good conscience and hope to inform 
as many others as possible o f this 
blatant moralistic discrimination. We 
can't allow ourselves to be treated 
this wav!

lad  Dunlap

Defeating LaRouche
To the Editor:
Congratulations to California's les
bian and gay commimitv for their 
work in smashing Proposition 64. the 
I arouche Initiative that could have

meant mandatory testing and quaran
tine o f .AIDS "suspects."

The campaign to defeat Prop 64 
holds two lessons for the nation's les
bian and gay community .

First, in addition to being a 
medical reality. .AIDS is also a 
political crisis. The Radical Right 
does not miss this point—our failure 
to do so would be tragic.

And second, as with the defeat of 
the anti-gay Briggs Initiative eight 
years ago. California's gay and les
bian community has demonstrated 
that only a high profile, grassroots, 
coalition effort can win and defend 
our rights. Accommodationi.sm and 
depending exclusively on our "libera l 
friends" have always been politically 
stupid approaches— 
now they are literally lethal.

As history reviews the gay move
ment the question may be asked o f 
all o f us, “ What did you do during 
the epidemic and the witchunt that 
followed?”  Thanks to the dedication 
and work o f those who defeated Prop 
64 in California, more o f us are likely 
to be around to answer that question, j 

Again, congratulations and thank 
you to California ’s lesbian and gay 
community. |

David Scondras 
Boston City Councilman

Pilobolus
To the Editor:
The review o f the dance collective. 
Pilobolus, by Eric Heilman in the 
Nov. 7 issue contains one o f the most 
asinine comments I've ever seen pen
ned by a critic; "The audience 
thought it was great, but I really 
couldn't appreciate a piece that to ta l
ly ignored the interior self."

1 suppose that Mr. Heilman cannot 
fully appreciate the Mona l isa (since 
da Vinci totally ignored lemon 
yellow), or Beethoven's Ninth (since 
the good man was apparently totally 
devoid o f whimsey). The critic admits 
to having left early, but it's clear to 
me that his aesthetic sense walked out 
hours before his body did.

Tadd Waggoner

Our Revic wer Re'^pond',

Althoueh I erealiv appreciated reeeiv- 
im; voiir enihu\ia\tie comment':. I  did 
not compicleh follow the loeic o f voiir 
arstimenl: The "Mona I.p a ."  despite 
It's cliched status. \sa sreai work m 
the liishm o f art precisely because of 
the artist's profound exploration of the 
interior self — the emotional world of 
his subieet mailer. The same is 
rou^hh true o f Beethoven's .\inth. 
Hence. I assume voii and /  are in total 
aereemenl that the Pilobolus aesthetic 
IS soreh deficieni — especially i f  Mr 
wish to consider the possibility of 
dance as something other than ,gtm-

nastic exercises producin.i; sciilpiiiral 
designs in space.

E. Heilman

Pontifex Maximus 
Hippopotamus
To the Editor:
Since my last letter concerning the 
Papan-Kopp state Senate race wasn't 
published until after the election, 1 
would like to amend my comments.

It's true that Lou Papan didn’ t put 
out much effort to solicit the gay 
vote, and Supervisor Kopp did. but 
without promising anything o f note to 
the gay community. We don't know 
what he has promised Bob Ross for 
the "B ay  Area Reporter" endorse
ment, but the rumor is, as reported 
in Rob Morse’s "E xam iner" column, 
that it may be the chairmanship of 
the bridge commission o f which Ross 
is already a member.

Even I w ill admit that the Bay 
Area Reporter endorsement may well 
have put Kopp over the top in a tight 
race, and that Bob Ross should be 
rewarded, even i f  the rest o f us have 
to sit and watch Independent Kopp 
vote with the Republicans in 
Sacramento in order to pay o ff his 
more serious campaign debts, 

j I t ’ s my observation over the years 
that what Bob Ross really yearns for 
is social and political respectability.

I  Perhaps i f  he gets this political bridge 
commission plum, a new title in latin 
would give him class; Pontifex M axi
mus Hippopotamus.

Tom Youngblood

Dear John Paul . . .
To the Editor;
For those o f us who are not Roman 
Catholic, current events in the Roman 
Church are disturbing. Restrictions on 
intellectual freedom, the Vatican 
" t r ia l”  o f Seattle’s Archbishop Hun- 

• thausen, and, for us as gay and lesbian 
people, the antigay proclamations of 
the Bishop o f Rome, are reasons for 
anger and sorrow.

I f  these events are disturbing to those 
of us who are not Roman, think how 
much more disturbing they must be for 
our lesbian sisters and gay brothers 
who arc working for change within that 
denomination.

In sévirai places in the gay and les
bian media since the antigay statements 
from Rome, the Episcopal Church and 
Integrity have been called a haven for 
Roman "refugees." That is not an un
familiar role for the Episcopal (  hurch 
and the refugees have gone in both 
directions. . . some people left us lor 
Rome when we began ordaining women 
ns priests, for example. The Integrity 
Board has only one form — birth 
Episcopalian, for another example.

Integrity, a lesbian and gay affirming 
community within the Episcopal 
church, welcomes all. Though the 
Episcopal Church has not changed as 

Continued on page 12

THE CITY
’87 Parade Co-chairs 
Pledge Greater Outreach 
by David M. Lowe

The 1987 SF Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day Parade and Celebration 
(Parade) will be held Sunday, June 28, under the direction of newly 
elected Co<hairs Larry Burnett and Helen Ruvelas. Both have pledged to 
make the Parade committee more open to input and to expand its com
munity outreach

I

“ We want all people involved and , 
represented,”  encouraged Burnett. ' 
Ruvelas concurred, “ We want to  move , 
toward doing more outreach to the en- I 
tire community, more fu lly addressing | 
the needs and ideas o f those with 
special needs, people o f color, women 
and men. The Parade hopes to achieve 
greater input and representation by 
holding community forums tentatively 
scheduled fo r next spring.

Burnett and Ruvelas also hope to 
establish the Parade committee as a 
year-round organization serving as a 
focal point for community activities 
and resources. They hope to finance 
that effort through increased fundrais
ing events expanded beyond the trad i
tional ones now held at bars.

Burnett is in his th ird  year w ith the 
committee. He has served as Booth co
chair and chairman o f the Personnel 
subcommittee. He also sits on the steer
ing committee o f Black and White Men 
Together (BWMT) and co-chairs 
B W M T ’s A ID S Taskforce.

Ruvelas has spent two years on the 
Parade committee as Site co-chair and 
served as Treasurer for the '86 event. 
She is on the Board o f D ireaors o f 
Frameline and the advisory board o f 
the SF Lesbian/Gay Chorus.

Two immediate concerns being ad
dressed by the Parade committee are 
insurance and media. SF may jo in  with 
other California Parade Committees in 
a jo in t venture to gain insurance 
coverage at a reasonable rate. The 
committee is also looking at jo in t co-op

Design the Logo
The San Francisco Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Day Parade and Celebration 
Committee is accepting logo designs for 
its 1987 slogan; Proud, Strong, United.

The logo should contain at least the 
slogan, the Parade Committee name, 
the date (June 28, 1986) and not exceed 
three colors.

The logo will appear on com
memorative items, banners, publica
tion covers, print adverising and 
billboards.

Logo designs must be submitted by 
December 7, 1986.
For more information call 647-FREE.

International 
Ms. Leather
The First Annual International Ms. 
Leather Contest w ill be held Saturday, 
March 21, 1987 at the Club dv8 in San ; 
Francisco. '

The International Ms. Leather con
test was created by a group o f concern
ed individuals in the leather community ; 
to  enhance a positive image o f women 
in the leather lifestyle. Proceeds from | 
the contest w ill benefit the A IDS 
Emergency Fund, Coming Home 
Hospice, AW ARE. AIDS, Alternative 
Health Project and the Women’s AID S 
Network.

Ms. San Francisco Leather w ill be 
selected Saturday, January 24, 1987 at 
the High Chaparrel in SF. The winner 
o f this event will represent SF at the in
ternational contest.

Contestants may enter either as an 
individual or be sponsored by an in
dividual, group, bar, club, etc. Judging 
w ill be in four categories; leather im
age. physical appearance, attitude and 
personality, and stage presence.

For information on the SF contest or 
how to host a contest in your area 
write: International Ms. Leather, 1519 
Mission St., San Francisco, C A  94103.

advertising plans especially for state 
and national media buys. For example, 
an advertisement in the Advocate or a 
national news magazine promoting 
celebrations in SF, Los Angeles, Long 
Beach, San Diego and possibly Van
couver, Canada. This would allow each 
Pride Committee to reach more people 
at a fraction o f the cost.

The Parade committee is looking for 
assistance from media and public rela
tions professionals to help with the 18th 
annual event. Volunteer positions are 
also available for a Fiscal Coordinator, 
Parade and Celebration Coordinator, 
Development Coordinator and Adm in
istrative Coordinator. A ll applicants 
who are interested should subnut a 
resume by December 8 to the Parade 
Committee, 584 Castro Street, #513, 
SF, 94114, or call the Parade office at 
647-FREE. ■

Thanksgiving Dinners
AIDS Foundation

The th ird  annual SF AID S Foundation 
Thanksgiving Dinner w ill be held at 
Most Holy Redeemer Church from  1 -6 
pm, Thursday, November 27. People 
with A ID S , AIDS-Related Conditions, 
their extended families and friends are 
invited to attend. Invitations to the din
ner are available at the Foundation’s 
office at 333 Valencia Street. I f  you 
plan to attend you are asked to RSVP 
at 864-4376.

Volunteers are needed along with 
food serving equipment, chafing dishes, | 
serving platters, dishes, silverware, 
glasses, linens, tablecloths, etc. Anyone 
w illing  to help with these items should 
contact the SF AID S Foundation. ■

Gay Rescue Mission
A  Gay Community Thanksgiving din
ner-celebration w ill be presented on 
Thanksgiving Day from Noon to 2 pm 
at Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Gough Street entrance near Eddy. 
Members o f the lesbian/gay community 
are invited to the free meal sponsored 
by the Empress Council and the Gay 
Rescue Mission.

! Volunteers and donations o f turkeys,
 ̂ hams are urgently needed. I f  you can 
I help call Empress Phyllis at 621-2531 
I o r Rev. Jackson at 431-2188. Checks 

can be made payable to  Gay Com
munity Holiday Dinner Fund and 
mailed to Rich Hansen, 415 Bay St., 
#210, SF 94133. ■

FROM THE DESK
DAVID M LOWE

Boycott Delta Airlines
The headline says it all. It states our position clearly and concisely. 
However, we’re bound by the ethics of editorial journalism to support our 
position with sufficient jusUfication: Why should we institute a national 
boycott against using services of Atlanta-based Delta Airline.

Why not?
Their actions towards gay people, especially those suffering from AIDS- 
related disorders, clearly show they have no interest in serving us as a com
munity (see story page 1). „ . ■

So, let’s give them what they want. If they don’t want us to fly on their
airplanes, we won’t!

* We will spend our dollars with any number of other fine airlines who wish 
to truly serve our needs. We will then closely monitor the financial impact 
our economic action has on Delta and take credit for their losses, 

i We have more than sufficient "cash clout”  to flex our oft neglected 
“ money muscles”  along with our political power.

I Let’s do it.
Let’s do it to the point that Delta not only changes iU actions on AIDS, but 
also must recruit our business. Let’s do it to the point that no other airline 

I even considers the possibility of discriminating against us ever again.  ̂
j It’s time to turn the tables. Instead of them taking a position on gays, it s 

time we start taking positions on them.
I Who cares what Delta thinks of lesbians and gays? What matters is what 

we and our supporters think of them. We’re the customer. Excuse me, we 
used to be the customer.
Boycott Delta Airlines! ■

It takes two to have
unsafe sex,

only one to prevent it.
If you are with someone who 

hasn’t learned to stick to safe sex, 
or who is too loaded to care, or who 
just doesn’t know any better-you 
can make sure both of you are safe 
by simply saying “no” to anything 
between you that’s Unsafe.

Thansmission of the AIDS virus 
can’t happen without the cooperation 
of two people. Don’t be one of them.

Call 863-AIDS
San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

33.3 Valencia Street. 4th F loor 
San Francisco. CA 94114 

Toll free Northern California 
. Hotline «00 FOR AIDS 

TDD ILS 864 6606

S F  ^

AIDS
F O U N D A T IO N

S F r ■ Snr.'.'.r.y. ; OHfi



THE STATE
End AIDS Runner 
Approaching SF

Brent N ichoisen E arl, a 35-year o ld  healthy, concerned athlete from  
New Y ork  C ity , is cu rren tly  runn ing  through N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  as p a rt 
o f  the Am erican Run fo r the End o f  A ID S  (A R E A ). Earle ’s twenty 
m onth , 10,000 m ile  run around the boundaries o f  the U nited Slates is 
being undertaken w ith  the hope o f  raising pub lic  awareness fo r A ID S  
education and to  raise funds to  support the na tio na l A ID S  e ffo rt: $10 

M illio n  by the conclusion o f  the run .
AREA, began March 1 in NYC, w ill

visit more than 100 American and 
Canadian communities before finishing 
the NYC next October. Earle entered 
California on November 3 after a 
stopover in Grants Pass, Oregon. Prior 
to arriving in San Francisco, Earle will 
participate in activities at Redding and 
Sacramento.

Earl w ill arrive in SE on Thanks
giving Day, Thursday, November 27. 
He will be greeted by a motorcycle 
escort, the California Eagles Motorcy
cle Club, the Leather and Blues Road- 
tribe and ten Frontrunners, a Les- 
bian/Gay running club, on the Marin 
side of die Golden Gate Bridge at 1 pm.

I
He w ill be escorted to the People with 
AIDS Thanksgiving dinner where he 
will receive a Certificate o f Honor from 

I President o f the Board o f Supervisors.
John M olinari. Earl w ill then host a 

' beer bust from 3 - 6 pm at the SF Eagle 
to raise funds for the ARC /AIDS Vigil 
and the SF AIDS Emergency Fund. At 
7 pm, Earl will march in the annual 
Harvey Milk/George Moscone Candle
light March beginning at Castro and 
Market and ending at U .N . Plaza. 

A R E A will Slop in Santa Cruz, 
i Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa 
! Barbara, Los Angeles and San Diego.

THE NATION
Gays on Catholics
by Yvonne Zylan

I t  appears tha t a m a jo rity  o f  gay Catho lics are at odds w ith  the 
Vaticans recent statement on hom osexuality w h ich called same-sex 

o rien ta tion  “ d isordered”  and “ m ora lly  e v il.”
A  formal statement issued by the 

National Organiz.ation o f D ignity (gay 
Catholics) criticized Rome for “ (pro
mulgating the document) with no prior 
consultation with Lesbian and gay 
Catholics”  and for "demeaning (the) 
very existence o f gay ment and 
women.”

Last Sunday in SF approximately 
200 gay Catholics gathered following 
the weekly Dignity Mass at St. Boniface 
Church to participate in a forum on the

response. He also stated that Dignity 
would continue to hold its regular 
Masses at St. Boniface, and that the 
group had been assured by the church 
that i t  would remain welcomed there. 
This is in spite of the fact that the 
Vatican document specifically ordered 
Catholic bishops and priests to deny 
the integration of gays into their 
parishes unless they acknowledged the 
wrongness of their homosexuality. 
Several pro-gay Catholic leaders have

San Francisco's gay Catholics feel they 
are in no danger o f losing the support of 

their parish.

Pope’ s latest position paper on homo
sexuality.

Tom M cLoughlin. co-chair o f D igni
ty SF said those present at the forum 
"rejected the document outright,”  yet 
at the moment had no plans for a

already been censured in accordance 
with this policy, including theologian 
Charles Curran of the Catholic Univer
sity in Washington, and Father John 
M cN eill, S.J., one o f the founders of 
Dignity/New York.

For the moment, it seems that San 
Francisco’s gay Catholics feel they are 
in no danger o f losing the support of 
their parish. McLoughlin stated that he 
believes that "everything will pretty 
much remain the same”  in San Fran
cisco, but he added that a dialogue ad
dressing the formal policies o f the 
Church regarding homosexuality 
would certainly continue. H

Lesbian/Gays Still 
Barred From 
Immigration
National Gay Rights Advocates 
(NGRA). the public interest law firm 
defending the civil rights o f les- 
bian/gays, has denounced the newly 
passed federal immigration law as 
"draconian.”  I

The Immigration and Reform and 
Control Act o f 1986 gives amnesty to 
aliens living in the United States since 
1982 and provides new penalties for j 
cmplovers who hire aliens without pro
per visas.

However, the section o f the previous 
immigration law barring lesbians and 
gay men from entering the country re
mains fully in effect. Under current law 
all lesbians/gays can be excluded from 
the U.S. on the basis o f being afflicted 
with a "psychopathic personality.”  
This exclusion applies to all people who 
visit, conduct business, or intend to im
migrate.

"Th is old McCarthy-era law is an 
affront to the dignity o f every American 
citizen,”  said Jean O ’ Leary, NGRA 
Executive Director. “ The government 
has no business inquiring into the sex 
lives o f tourists and immigrants. Con
gress shold have repealed this repressive 
legislation long ago; its failure to do it 

■ now is unpardonable.”
1 Leonard Graff, NGRA Legal Direc

tor said, "G ay  people who came over 
' in the Cuban boat lif t  o f 1980 as well as 

all other gay immigrants are deliberate
ly excluded from the amnesty provi
sions o f the Act. I t ’ s a gross miscar
riage o f justice to allow the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service the 
authority to deport these people simply 
because they are gay.”

Beginning with the Carl H ill case in 
1982, NGRA has had several successes 
in blocking the enforcement o f the law 
in the Western slates. ■

National AIDS 
Network Minority 
Affairs Director

The National A IDS Network (N A N ), 
has hired the former director of the 
National Coalition o f Black Lesbians 
and Gays (NCBLG), G il Gerald, as 

Continued on page 10

A community report on;

Sexual Orientation 
Discrimination ’8 5 /8 6
by Rebecca D. Freed

The annual report by the Lesbian/Gay C om m unity  Liasion Unit o f the 
San Francisco Human Rights Commission was approved by the Commis
sion’ s Lesbian/Gay A dvisory Com mittee at its November 18 meeting. The 
advisory committee also voted unanimously to recommend that the Human 
Rights Commission approve the release the report.

The Report on Sexual Orientation

You can fight AIDS 
through your 

United Way Contribution
or

Combined Federal Campaign
Ask for a  donor option form and specify the exact nam e and  

address of the AIDS organization of your choice.
You c a n  make a  difference.

V ShantiProject
Affection Not Rejection
890 Hayes St.. SF, C A 94117

Discrim ination, which details the j 
research and actions o f the unit during 
the past fiscal year, w ill then be releas
ed to various government agencies and 
private organizations. The repon 
serves both as an update on the un it’ s 
anti-discrimination w ork, and as a 
model for other government agencies 
throughout the nation. Only a few 
other cities in C alifornia, such as 
Oakland, Berkeley, Los Angeles and 
West Hollywood have “ gay rights”  
ordinances similar to San Francisco’ s, 
and New York is the only other city 
that has staff to enforce its law, unit 
staff member Eileen G illis  said.

The Lesbian/Gay C om m un ity  
Liaison Unit is an arm o f the c ity ’ s 
Human Rights Commission, which 
was created in 1964 to implement new 
c iv il rights laws. The U n it was added 
in 1975 to investigate and redress com
plaints o f discrimination in employ
ment, housing and access to public ac
commodations.

The number o f  complaints filed 
w ith the unit has increased steadily 
from  year to year, G illis  said. During 
the past fiscal year, the unit in 
vestigated 137 complaints, and receiv
ed approximately 3(X) reports o f 
discrimination on the basis o f either 
sexual orientation or A ID S /A R C . 
Sixty-five o f those 137 case in 
vestigated were AIDS/ARC-related,

as opposed to 20 cases during fiscal 
year 1984-1984, G illis  said.

We’ve been recording statistics for 
about seven years,”  G illis said. “ Pro
jected figures fo r this fiscal year, ex
trapo la ted  from  last quarte r’ s 
statistics, predict another increase in 
complaints reported. The unit expects 
to process 164 complaints in 
1986-1987,”  she said.

Employment discrim ination or 
harassment on the job were the most 
frequently reported complaint last 
year, comprisiing 75 percent o f the 
un it’ s workload last year, the repon 
states.

One case history cited in the repon 
describes an attempt to discredit the 
work o f a gay man after he had pro
tested the company’s not hiring 
another gay man who had applied for 
a job. The community liaison unit 
mediated a settlement between the 
employee who decided to quit and the 
company. The settlement included 
severance pay, continued insurance 
coverage for the employee, a good let
ter o f reference and expungement his 
employee files. In  return he agreed to 
drop all claims against the company.

TTie case illustrates the efforts made 
by the unit last year towards “ getting 
severance payments and keeping in
surance, which was really important 

Continued on page 9

Kentucky Sodomy Law 
Found Unconstitutional
by David M. Lowe

A  Lafayette C o u n ty  D is tric t Judge in Lexington, K entucky, has ruled 
tha t Kentucky’s c rim in a l sodom y statute is uncons titu tiona l. Judge Lewis 
Paisley held that the status, w h ich  makes it  illegal fo r  ind iv idua ls o f  the 
same sex to engage in  either o ra l o r anal sex, v io la ted  Kentuckians right 
to  privacy under the state’s cons titu tion .

In declaring the Kentucky status in
valid, Judge Paisley considered the 
June 1986 decision o f  the United States 
Supreme Court in Bowers vs. Hard
wick. Paisley noted that in the H ard
wick case, the Supreme Court scrutiniz
ed a Georgia sodomy law in light o f the 
U.S. constitutional protections o f  a 
right to privacy. As the Kentucky judge 
pointed out, “ Judicial construction of 
the Federal Constitution in no way 
limits the rights and protections o f  the 
State Constitution.”  The judge went on 
to state that, “ The right to privacy 
under the Kentucky Constitution is 
broader than that provided by the 
Federal Constitution.”

This is the first state court ruling 
striking down a sodomy law since the 
Supreme Court’ s decision in the 
Georgia vs. Michael Hardwick case. 
“ We appreciate the courage that was 
required for a Kentucky judge to apply 
the law of privacy in such a principled 
way,”  said Nan D. Hunter, director o f 
the national AC LU  Lesbian and Gay 
Rights project.

Ernesto Scorsone, ACLU Cooper- 
I aling attorney and lead counsel for 
I defendant Jeffry Wasson, stated that 

the successful constitutional challenge 
to the sodomy statute was a victory for 
all Kentucky citizens. “ Judge Paisley’s 
ruling recognized Kentucky’s rich tradi
tion o f proteaing individuals’ right to 
privacy. Kentucky’ s court system has 
steadfastly defended an individual’ s 
rights and protections within the 
home,”  said Scorsone.

The charges against Wasson were the 
result o f an undercover investigation in 
downtown Lexington, conducted by 
police detectives who where wired for 
sound. The undercover detectives posi

tioned themselves in a parking lot fre
quented by gay men. In Jeffery 
Wasson’ s case, as in other cases, there 
was never an attempt or sugestión to 
commit a sex act in public. A ll in
dividuals involved were adults and 
there were no offers or requests for 
money. A ll invitations were to take the 
undercover officers home. Five in 
dividuals were arrested and charged 
with a misdemeanor carrying a max
imum penalty o f up to twelve months in 
jail.

After ruling on the Wasson case. 
Judge Paisley dismissed all charges 
against the other four defendants. 
"W hat this means is that Kentucky’s 
sodomy statute can not be enforced in 
Judge Paisley’s district,”  said Scor
sone. Paisley is one o f 6 Fayette Coun
ty District Judges. Scorsone would not 
speculate how any o f the other district 
judges would rule in a similar case. 
Even though Paisley’s ruling is limited 
and has no effect statewide, Scorsone 
sees the ruling as the beginning o f the 
state’ s first test case that w ill probably 
go to the Kentucky Supreme Court.

Fayette County has filed a notice of 
appeal challenging Judge Paisley’s ru l
ing with Kentucky’s Circuit Court. 
Assistant Fayette County Attorney, 
Florence Huffman, told the Sentinel 
why she believed it was important to 
appeal the ruling: “ We believe that the 
Supreme court was correct in ruling 
that homosexuals have no r i ^ t  of 
privacy in the sense that the solicitation 
occurred in a public place, even though 
the solicitation was gratuitous. We also 
agreed with the Supreme Court s 
writings that we should uphold the an
cient moral thoughts against homosex- 

Contlnued on page 10

Shirley Chisolm
Shirley Chisolm was the first black woman 

elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and 
to seek the Democratic Party nomination for 
President.

She has earnbd praise for her efforts on behalf 
of Black colleges, compensatory education, 
minimum wage for domestics, concern for Native 
Americans, Haitian refuges, migrant workers and 
the poor.

In February 1982, Chisolm left Congress citing 
the frustration and difficulty of serving her con
stituents while conservatives controlled the 
government as the major factor In her decision.

A l t h o u g h  n o  l o n g e r  a  C o n g r e s s w o m a n ,
Chisolm, 61, continues to lecture nationwide on 
political topics and is the present Chair of the 
two year old National Political Congress of Black 
Women. She currently holds the Purrington Chair 
at Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts 
where she teaches courses on the American 
legsilative process, women in politics, and the 
factor of race in politics.

Chisolm spoke with the Sentinel prior to her 
speech last week a t Mills College.

Still Fighting for Freedom
by Corinne Lightweaver

What is the most pressing issue on the 
agenda for the civa rights movement in 
the last half of this decade? |
I think the most pressing rights (issuel , 
continues to be the equitability o f oppor- 
tunities fo r all Americans, regardless of 
their race, color, or creed. People in 
America — whether they’ re Native 
Am ericans, Chicanos, Hispanics, | 
Asian-Americans, Blacks, whites — | 
should not have to be concerned about 
whether or not they’ re going to be able 
to have the same opportunity to develop 
across the entire spectrum. That 
[premise! should be understood by 
employers, employees, educational in
stitutions, businesses. I f  you have the 
talent, God-gjven brainpower, and 
education, that should be the determi
nant as to  whether you’ re going to have 
an opportunity to rise.

Civil rights are going to continue to be j 
an issue. O f course, w ith the minority ' 
population, it w ill also have to deal with j 
the whole question o f employment. That 
continues always. Because i f  a man is • 
not skilled — and 1 use the term “ man”  
genetically —  and doesn’t have the j 
educational opportunities, then he’s not 
able to make advances in this society, j 
Because by having the education, you 
have the necessary requisites to compete i 
in a highly automate and technological 
society. You’ re in a position to lay aside 
money for a home, you’ re in a poation 
to prepare for your children’s future, I 
that is, i f  you’ re gainfully employed. 
Then you can budget. So employment | 
opportunities and development o f the j 
skills necessary to function in a very ' 
computerized and technological age con- j 
tinues to be the burning issue, par
ticularly in minority communities. |

One out of four people with AIDS are | 
Bbck and 50% of women with AIDS 
are Black. Can you make a comment 
on how the Black community is dealing 
with this? Are Black leaders becoming 
more willing to deal with thb issue? 
What are the chances of federal fund
ing for AIDS education programs for 
Blacks?
I don’t  have enough material to really 
answer that question in a scientific way, 
because one o f the things that’ s always 
been very interesting to me is to see that 
whenever we have negative social 
phenomena in our society, how quickly 
we are ready to talk about percentages 
and what-have-you without sometimes 
having all the facts on hand.

Let me tell you what 1 mean. Every
thing you say AFD C  [A id for Depen
dent Children) children or AFDC 
families in America, all kinds o f emo
tionalisms are conjured up in the heads 
o f people. [People think of) Black 
families, and yet the larger percentage of 
people in this country on AFDC benefits 
are white. . . but you don’t ever hear 
that.

The “ drug problem.”  Everybody was 
saying for quite some time, you know, 
there are so many drug addicts in the 
Black community. . . .

So 1 get pertubed sometimes over the 
fact that the negative social factors in our 
country are pointed up so readily and so 
easily, particularly when there’s a large 
percentage o f Blacks that are involved. 
I ’m not trying to say that we don’t have 
a high percentage o f AIDS amongst the 
Black population, but do we know the 
true facts o f the entire situation?

It has been a concern of Blacks involv
ed in AIDS work in Oakland and San 
Francisco, that not enough funding is 
going to minority projects.
That’s nothing new. I t ’s nothing new 
that they don’t get enough funding, i t ’ s 
part o f the characteristic patterns in our 
beloved country.

into different jobs and different areas. 
Secondly, making sure that the edua- 
tional programs are such in our school 
system that every child in America will 
be able to have the range o f courses that 
he or she desires to have, in order to 
become a productive citizen in America 
and not end up on the public assistance 
rolls.

1 believe we can continue to talk about 
these things constantly, but unless you 
have men and women in administrative 
and policy-making positions who have 
the commitment, the compassion, and

I’d like to daiify my question. The 
number of Blacks with AIDS is very 
small in comparison with whites, but 
AIDS is occurring among Blacks at a 
disproportionately higber rale than is 
e x ^ e d .
Oh yes, well that’ s the way the question 
should be asked. You see on the basis of 
the population, proportionately i t ’s 
higher. But i f  people don’t understand 
that, they’ll think that there are more 
Blacks with A ID S than whites, which is 
so far from the truth.

We've got to have people in government who 
are sensitized and who believe in the rhetoric 

o f our democracy f not really just talking 
about how wonderful our country is on July 

4th when we celebrate Independence Day.

if  you were Piesidenl in 1986, what 
would be your top priority?
M y top priority would go back to what I 
said at the very beginning. Make sure 
that there are opportunities for people 
who have the requisite attributes to enter

the concern for all Americans, twelve 
years from now I ’ll come back to this 
table and be talking about the same 
thing.

We’ve got to have people in govern
ment who are sensitized and who believe

in the rhetoric of our democracy, not 
really just talking about how wonderful 
our country is on July 4th when we 
celebrate Independence Day. What 
about all the other things in this country 
that pertain to different kinds o f peoples 
who are not yet enjoying the full benefits 
o f this country. Until we’ re able to do 
that, it w ill be rather difficult.

How do you fed about current goveni- 
ment spending priorities?
What is very interesting to me is that we 
seem to be so concerned about the fan
tastic military buildup in this nation. We 
seem to have placed ourselves in a posi
tion o f being in competition with the 
Soviet Union in terms o f our priorities 
being right-side up.

1 think we’ve become loo carried 
away with militarism and as a result of 
that, our attitudes towards human be
ings in this country have been shoved 
more and more and more into the back
ground.

I see this so much because I am 
travelling constantly. I ’ve been in about 
35 states during the past five months and 
1 tell you, i t ’s abominable. I can’t 
believe this is my America or your 
America. You go into the Appalachian 
region o f this country, you go into the 

Contunued on page 7

Shiriey Chisolm Speech Highlights
“ Human Rights In a Conservative Era”

I f  over two centuries o f our history as a nation, A inerica has stood fo r any 
single concept o r any overriding condition o f marikind, it has stood for freedom.
A t last that is what we believed. Freedom. That is the word. That is the concept 
that glows in the minds and has been spoken in the languages o f peoples all over 
the globe, when they have thought o f these United States o f America. And that 
freedom has been the standard and inspiration for freedom struggles ever since Jel- 
ferson and Paine and Adams and Franklin called for an end to monarchal tyranny 
over the colonists o f this new world. But, tragically, the e lix ir o f freedom remains 
beyond the grasp o f thousands, even m illions, o f the earth’s population who arc

yet thirsting fo r it.  ̂ . . .  .
I t  is about. . . the freedom fighters in Afghanistan and Namibia, the cam- 

pasinos in Chile and Uruguay, the impoverished Black, Hispanic, indigent, elder- 
Iv and single-parent families that I wish to speak about today.

How interesting it is to note the differences between the Sixties, ‘he Seventies 
and the Eighties. Today, the m ajority o f us seem to be like Rip Van W inkle, fast 
asleep Nobody seems to be really concerned about the other person, so long as 
you are making it alright. In the Sixties and Seventies, it was wonderful to see that 
people, just plain people, whether they were white or Black o r whatever, moved 
^ o n d  self in order to get certain things accomplished so all o f us can h o ^ fu lly  
move to the bottom  line and that bottom line had to deal w ith the amelioration o f

'*’ 1 ’m tryi"ng desjira te ly  to say to you -  the only way I know how to say it -  that 
I in the Sixties and Seventies, people were not selfish. People were involved in di - 

f i r m t  kinds o f  movements: the student movement, the environmentalist move- 
' ment the anti-Vietnam war movement, the civ il rights movement, the women s 
; movemeni Today, it is a very sad thing to see how the erosion o f th e ^  gams ar 

continuing in America and nobody seems to be saying anything. People are most

' " ^ H e ic a T h l i  we i S s  audience have to judge if cutting job  training programs 
o r compensatory education programs or college loans programs moves the people 
hurt b y ^o s e  deepening cuts closer to freedom o r nearer to the bondage o f Poverty 
and imorance. We have to judge i f  abandoning affirm ative actiOT 
ieakefflSg fa ir housing plans and cutting school desegregauon plans moves certain 
3  en and certain adults closer to freedom or nearer to  the barbed wires o f isola- 
rion and despair. In our foreign policy, we have to judge i f  ^n d in g  our helicop ers 

’ i d  Tachine guns and Marines bring Th ird  W orld people closer to freedom in this 
life or simply nearer to the final freedom o f the grave. , , r

A  th ird o f  all Black Americans still live below the o ffic ia l poverty level o f

$10,040 fo r a family o f four. Can you imagine try ing  to keep a family together in 
any way comfortable these days on less than $10,000 a year? . . .  Oh it s really 
great that infiation’s down; i t ’ s just too bad prices are not down loo 

W hat is so fascinating to me is that persons in this country who f« D l\3 t they ar 
living in an environment o f plenty and are middle class or u p ^ r-m id d le  class or 
upper class usually cannot really understand what the rest o f Amenca is going 
through because they’ ve become quite insulated in their own little  enclaves and 
they’ re not in daily contact w ith the rest o f the people who make up America.

The farmers of this country are suffering miserably. Nobody s even talking 
about the high suicide rates that are taking place upon the farms in  America.

President Reagan, w ith his own immitigable, unique kind o f  chansma, has been 
able to use the media in a fashion that has caused thousands o f  Amencans to real
ly  feel very close to this man who exemplifies fantastic patriotism , uses the nght 
king o f language that stirs the heart. And actually, as one views the President, 
[you feel) that he is ta lking to you and you alone. The fact that he may have been a

B or C actor for a number o f years-----  . u i „ K i«
Maybe you would say that poverty and unemployment and barefoot babies 

have nothing to do w ith discrimination or unequal trea tm en t.. .  How can it not be 
a matter o f civil rights when Black men are jobless at twice the rate o f white nien 
How can it not be a matter o f  civil rights when Blacks and Hispanic school 
children are crowding into the usually older schools, many o f  them using outdated 
textbooks, and so many overworked teachers. How can it riot be a matter o f civil 
rights when Blacks often outnumber whites on death row in our prisons?

Let’s look at South A frica. We are a democracy. We believe in the rule o f the 
m ajority. Eighty percent are Black persons in that country liv ing  on approximate
ly 40 to 50% o f the land, not having a voice in their government, and, o f course, 
continuing under that hideous doctrine o f apartheid.

We have to keep in m ind that President Reagan really had no real experience in 
foreign affairs. He had to get some on-the-job training. We should also be aware 
that our President sees every international issue as a contest o f an East/West strug
gle. And this is why he gets so nonchalant about worldwide-spread [human) rights 
abuses by anti-Communism regimes and countries like El Salvador, Guatemala,

C h ili, South Africa and South Korea. u- i a ,i
There’s so much to accept and to try to understand about this particular A 

m inistration’s actions on civ il and human rights. The President speaks o f freedom, 
but as I hear “ freedom,”  this promotion o f freedom does not really include the 
disadvantaged and the downtrodden and the disenfranchised. ^



G a y  C l o u t  i n  D o u b t ?

' ’ ’ A reTsW am  men losing political power in San Francisco? The answer "
happening is the diversification of the gay community from a geographically conce

Delta Boycott

voting block to a widely dispersed, multi-issue oriented electorate.
Gays are continuing to move homophobic as Proposition ! the same way that we ask them 

out of the Castro “ ghetto”  and 
increase their political power in 
other areas of the city. In fact, in 
the last election precincts in the 
Haight and Cole Valley rejected 
Proposition 64 by a greater 
margin than precincts in the 
Castro . The latest election 
figures also indicate that more 
lesbians and gay men are begin
ning to  relocate to the Potrero 
Hill and Glen Park areas where 
they are estimated to m ake up 
between 25-30 percent of the 
electorate in some precincts.

With virtually every politician 
in SF committed to some form 
of basic human rights for the gay 
community, lesbian and gay 
voters are looking to other issues 
when selecting a candidate: 
economic, environmental, social 
services and other hum an rights 
issues including domestic part
ners. The result is the diversifica
tion o f the gay vote along tradi
tional liberal, middle-of-the- 
road, and conservative lines.

“ W e no longer vote as a block 
except on anything as blatantly

64,”  contends John Wahl, 
political vice-president of the 
Stonewall Democratic Club. “ 1 
think as time goes on gay, les
bian and bisexual voters are giv
ing other considerations the 
same weight as their same-sex 
orientation.”

Dennis Collins, Wotman for 
C ollege B oard  cam p aig n  
manager, and advisor to Super
visor John Molinari, concurred 
with W ahl’s contentions: “ I 
think our diversity is well il
lustrated by the fact that we have 
a gay Republican club and gay 
Democratic clubs which range 
from ultra-progressive to those 
considered more moderate. But. 
on issues where we have 
.something at stake we still unite 
and rally behind a candidate we 
can get a consensus o n .”

“ One of the problems that 
make it appear that we are 
diminishing in power is that we 
have become so successful in 
building coalitions with other 
groups that we lose our identity 
because everybody else is voting

to ,”  said Richmond Young of 
the Alice B. Toklas Democratic 
Club. “ For example, how would 
you isolate the gay vote on an 
issue like “ No on 64” where 
every precinct in the city sup
ported us with at least 60 percent 
of the vote? You can’t,, but it il
lustrates our success at building 
strong coalition among all 
voters.”

Politically maturing beyond 
gay block voting is vital to our 
success in the future.

“ Even if we vote as a  block we 
can’t be effective in city politics.
We can’t get people elected to 
the Board of Supervi.sors on our
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own. It’s not a particularly pru
dent strategy to try and reunite 
the gay vote and ignore every | 
other element o f the city. You i 
can’t win elections on that 
basis.”  said Young.

“ We wouldn’t want to elect  ̂
every gay. lesbian or bisexual 
candidate who ran ,”  according 
to Wahl. “ I w ouldn’t want to 
see a far right gay candidate 
elected to the Board of Super
visors who would vote against 
re n t c o n t r o l ,  w id e -o p e n  
downtown development. These 
are important issues to me and 
even though that person has the 
same sex orientation as me, 1 
would be very much against 
them .”

Despite the continued move
ment into different areas of the 
city and the issue diversification 
of the community, the lesbian- 
gay vote is still very’ powerful.

"1 think the gay community 
has as much clout if not more so 
than it ever d id .”  analyzed Col
lins. "W orking for a politician 1 
can tell you the importance 
politicians place on the gay vote. 
We are the single most influen
tial communitv with the most

votes of any minority in the city.
W e are close to 25 percent of the 
electorate which is a huge 
block.”  Collins sited Molinari’s 
victory over Kopp for President 
o f  the Board of Suprvisors in 
1984 as an example of where 
gays can make the difference in a 
political contest.

However, in the last election 
gay “ clout”  failed to translate 
into a win for any of the openly 
gay o r lesbian candidates. 
W ould we be more successful 
under the process of District 
Elections? Yes, is the answer 
from most political observers 
who also believe gays could 
eventually elect more than just 
one openly gay candidate to the 
Board of Supervisors.

“ 1 think the voters of this city 
will vote for a qualified can
didate who reflects their views, 
has done a credible job and has a j 
good background whether he is ■ 
gay or no t,”  speculated Collins. | 
“ There’s no reason why a i 
Pacific  H eights gay m an  ̂
couldn’t be elected in District 
tw o.”

“ 1 think district elections may 
well result in more than one gay, 
lesbian or bisexual Supervisor. 
We could possibly get candidates 
elected in Districts 1, 2 ,4  or 7 .”  
said Wahl.

“ 1 think the goal would be to 
make sexual orientation not the 
issue and have voters evaluate 
people for what they are and 
how they stand on the issues,”  
said Collins. The best example 
of this is that some gays won’t 
vote for Harry Britt because of 
his stand on certain issues, but 
he attracts some straight voters 
who agree with h im .”

Moving beyond city elections, 
political analysts believe an 
openly gay or lesbian candidate 
may soon be elected to a state 
assembly seat.

“ There arc a number of 
I liberal areas around the state 

where it is conceivably possible 
that a lesbian, gay or bisexual 
candidate could win a seat in the

state assembly. Most likely in 
SF’s 16th district, but we 
shouldn’t discount the possibili
ty of that happening in West 
Hollywood or Santa C ruz,” said 
Wahl.

Collins believes a gay or les
bian person will be elected to the 
assembly within the next eight 
years, probably from the areas 
mentioned by W ahl.

Moving beyond city elections, 
political analysts believe an 
openly gay or lesbian candidate 
may soon be elected to a state 
assembly seat.

“ There are a number of 
liberal areas around the state 
where it is conceivably possible 
that a lesbian, gay or bisexual 
candidate could win a  seat in the 
state assembly. Most likely in 
SF’s 16th district, but we 
shouldn’t discount the possibili
ty o f th a t happening in West 
Hollywood or Santa Cruz,”  said 
W ahl.

Collins believes a gay or les
bian person will be elected to the 
assembly within the next eight 
years, probably from the areas 

, m entioned by W ahl.
' To insure the success of future 
I lesbian, gay o r bisexual can- 
i didates W ahl, Young and Col

lins all agree that they must cam- 
I paign in areas outside those 

viewed as traditionally Ics 
bian/gay stronghold. Those can- 

' didates m ust also begin tapping 
financial bases in other com- 

I munities so they can afford to 
run effective campaigns not now 

* possible by drawing solely from 
the economic support of the les- 
bian/gay community.

The best example of how im
portant and diversified the gay 
vote is may be forthcoming soon 
should the 1987 SF mayoral race 
focus on A rt Agnos vs. John 
M olinari. Both arc very good 
friends of the community and 
voters will have to make their 
choices based on other issus. It 
could split the lesbian/gay vote 
right down the middle. Stay tun- 

I cd. ®
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Harvey Milk 
George Moscone 
Candelight March

17th & Castro 
Thanksgiving

November 27, 1986 ■ 8 pm
The annual candlelight memorial march to honor the memory and visions of Harvey 

Milk and George Moscone will begin organizing at Harvey Milk Plaza, 7:30 pm 
Thanksgiving Day. You are encouraged to biing signs honoring a loved one lost to 

AIDS or expressing issues of interest concerning the fight for human rights.
Sign making material will also be available at the Plaza.

Ten days after the provision took 
effect. Delta, under pressure, 
agreed that the amendment was 
misguided and withdrew it, stating 
that the policy was formulated out 
of a “ widespread misunderstand
ing” among “ senior staff” that 
AIDS could be spread through 
casual contaa.
•  On August 6, 1986, Delta remov
ed a person with AIDS, Mark 
Siegers, from an Atlanta to San 
Francisco flight based on incorrect 
information that clearly contradict
ed a letter Delta had received and 
confirmed from his doctor. Follow
ing this episode Delta apologized to 
Mark, affirmed that people with 
AIDS were welcome on Delta, and 
stated that “ The experience with 
Mr. Siegers has served to expand 
our awareness of the sometimes 
unique travel situations confronting 
the AIDS patient. Thus, in an effort 
to better serve all pur passengers. 
Delta will distribute copies of an in
formational packet on AIDS to its 
public contact personnel. This is 
designed to help them better 
understand the disease and respond 
to their AIDS passengers needs and 
general passenger inquiries on the 
subject.”

Continued from page 1
!

instances, or on improved jwlicies | 
regarding AIDS by Delta Airlines, 
it will help us in making an appro- I 
priate decision.”  '

I

A t press time Delta had not yet  ̂
received Mobilizations letter and there
fore could offer no response.

Mobilization’s organizing efforts in
clude seeking support from the 300 
member International Gay Travel 
Association. Several Bay area travel 
agencies have already begun cancelling 
Delta reservations and committed to 
backing the action further by refusing 
to book the airline’s flights.

M A A  is also polling the nation’s gay 
activist/political organizations and 
AID S service agencies to determine 
whether a boycott is the appropriate 
response. “ I think it ’ s important i f  one 
is going to call a boycott, people show 
up,”  said Ken McPherson, M A A .

I “ No one at this time has suggested 
anything other than support.”

I M A A  envisions the results o f a Delta 
boycott as two fold.

' •  In Delta’s specific case, publicly state 
i strong firm new policies on the treat- 
j ment o f AIDS.

•  Should any company within the 
I  food, lodging, transportation industries 

act in the manner that demonstrates 
’ discrimination against people with 
I A IDS, they w ill find themselves at odds

“ We’ve receive several apologies on 
these various issues already, now we’ re 
looking for a change in aaion. We are 
clearly tired o f apologies." stressed 
McPherson. M A A  wants evidence 
from Delta that they’ve provided A ID S

allow them to lead the boycott effa'- 
tively. “ We respect the opinions o f all 
o f those people and organizations and 
should the consensus be that we are to 
move forward on this, it is very likely 
that we w ill.”

‘W e received several apologies on these 
various issues already, now we're looking 

fo r a change in action.
We are clearly tired o f apologies. ”

informational packets to all their public 
contact employees. Delta committed to 
such action following the Siegers 
episode. “ From our investigations we 
find no evidence that this has been 
done.”  McPherson stated. “ We are 
looking for action, not words.”  

McPherson feels M ob iliza tion ’s 
working relationship with a number o f 
national and local organizations will

“/  think it's im portant if  one is going 
to call a boycott, people show u p ."

•  On August 24, 1986, Robert 
Cobem, a person with AIDS, at
tempted to make a reservation by 
telephone on a Delta flight. When 
he revealed to the clerk that he had 
AIDS, he was told that it was 
Delta’s policy not to fly AIDS pati
ents, and the clerk abruptly hung 
up. Delta apologized.
•  During a court hearing brought 
by the family of Delta crash victim 
Scott Ageloff, Delta attorneys 
argued that because Z^eloff was 
gay, the mere possibility that he 
might have AIDS lessoned the value 
of AgelofTs life.

If you have any information that 
might shed some light on the above

WORK 
THIS PAGE

In  the interim M A A  will present its 
case to the public, and elicite individual 
and widespread support for a grass
roots campaign against Delta Airlines.

For more information or to express 
your opinion/support for a Delta 
boycott call Mobilization Against 
A IDS at 1-415-431-4660, or stop by 
their information booth at 18th & 
Castro. N

Chisolm Interview
Continued from page 5

with a financially powerful gay 
community.

“ The Coors boycott shows the enor
mous strength we can muster when we 
are all financially and emotionally 
behind any given act o f discrimina
tion ,”  sited McPherson. “ As a nation
al community 1 believe we can bring 
any o f these food, lodging and 
transportation industries to our point 
o f view.”  McPherson is also anticipat
ing widespread support outside the gay 
community from  people who view 
discrimination against P W A ’s as 
wrong. Especially, handicapped ind ivi
duals who he says have long su ffe r^  
discrimination at the hands o f the air
line industry.

In this instance M A A  is seeking 
more than just a response from  Delta.

Black deltas o f Mississippi, you go out 
on the farms in Kansas and Arkansas, I 
and you see those farmers, the salt o f the 
earth, suffering in America in 1986. It 
hurts, it hurts. We have forgotten that 
the most important rsource that any na
tion ever has is its human resources. We 
have forgotten that. j

Has it become easier or hanter to be a 
woman in politics today? What advice 
wouM you give to a Black woman who 
wants to become a political leader?
I wouldn’t say it ’s become harder, 
because when I started in the late I950’s, 
it was almost unheard o f in terms o f a 
woman, Inot to mention) a Black 
woman, saying she wants to  go into 
politics. 1 don’t think it ’s as hard as it 
used to be at all now because o f the fact 
that the Second Swing o f the women’s 
movement has altered the consciousness 
o f people in this country that the time 
has come to not make determinations ^  
to whether or not a person should be in 
politics on the basis o f their gender, 

i Because most of the politicians who’ve 
succeeded in America wouldn’t be there 
i f  it  weren’t  for women. Come on, let’s 
put it on the table. Women traditionally 
have been the backbone o f most o f the 
male politicians in this country. They’ re 
the ones who gather the petitions, who 
do the work at the headquarters. I ’ ve 
seen it. I ’ve spent many years o f  my life 
in politics. What we’ve been able to see 
now more than ever is that there are 
stupid men and stupid women, there are 
brilliant men and brilliant women. And

The SF S entinel is expanding its 
news coverage to include all segments of 

the gay/lesbian community.
We are iooking for freelance news writers, 

especially those interested 
in covering the womens community and 

the many diverse minorities 
that make us uniquely San Francisco.

Send your resume and writing samples to; 
David M. Lowe, News Editor

Sentinel
500 Hayes Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102

this country needs the collective ' 
capacities and types and apdtudes of the | 
genus Homo sapiens, of whom some are 
men and some are women.

But the problem that continues to 
confront women more than any other 
problem, o f course, continues to be the 
question o f money. I f  you look at the | 
women’s political parties that have 
developed today and comapre them to 
maybe ten or eleven years ago, we’ve 
made some progress. We have four or 
five national women’s political [groups! 
to give out money to female candidates.

We have formed a National Political 
Congress o f Black Women in this coun
try. We now have 7,000 black women in 
32 states. I ’m the National Chair. jWe 
have) 50 grassroots organizers in this 
country, because we’ re getting ready for 
’88. Because Black women in this coun
try have said, we’ re sick and tired o f 
always being allied with other groups.. .  
When we go to national conventions — 
I ’ve watched this happen — nobody 
pays us any mind. We always have to be 
tacked on to some other g ro u p .. . .  So 
when we came back from that conven
tion in 1984, we decided to form (the 
group).

In the past election, four Black 
women were elected in this country: two 
in Maryland: one in Bridgeport, Con
necticut, and one in Tempe, Arizona to 
State legislative houses. The National 
Black Women’s Congress was involved. 
We are not playing. You will hear from 
us at the national conventions in 1988.

‘Before Stonewall’ 
Traces Origins 
of Gay Movement

Before Stonewall, a 90-mimitc docu
mentary airing Tuesday, December 16 
from  9-10;.30 p.m. on most PBS sta
tions (check newspaper listings), chro
nicles siKial and political activities 
w ithin the gay community from 1920 to 
1970.

The film offers a look at lesbian bats 
during the 1920s; the army induction 
stations o f World War 11— secretly 
called “ seduction stations” ; and the 
formation o f the first organizations for 
gays, the Mattachine ScKicty, in 1950, 
for men, and the Daughters o f Bilitus, 
in 1955, for lesbians.

Provocative and often humorous 
interviews with poets Allen Ginsberg 
and Audte Lorde, historian and play
wright Martin Duberman, native 
American activist Smilie H illaire, gay 
activist Barbara Giltings, Reverend 

■ Grant Gallon novelist Ann Bannon, 
among others, provide a candid por
tra it o f the gay experience in America. 
A long with personal accounts Before 

j Stonewall combines archival materials, 
film  clips, songs, home movies, and 

1 snapshots or ordinary people to trace 
I the history o f the gay rights movement.

Before Stonewall received first prize 
for Rest Non-Fiction Feature film at the 
Houston International Film Festival, 
and Best Non-Fiction Feature Film 
Award at Filmex in Los Angeles.

Sage
Chinese
Cuisine

*

4 0 6  H a y e s  S tre e t 
(a t G o u g h )  

6 2 6 - 3 8 3 8  

*

Also . . .  The Blue Muse 
Restaurant and Bar 

4 0 9  Cough at Hayes 
6 2 6 -7 5 0 5  

J W l Valencia Street 
6 4 7 -7 4 9 7

From  N o vo m lu T  24  to D o c o it i lx ' r  12 
we’ ll he r o m in p  tr) you r house as part 
o f  ou r  annua l fu n d r a is in g  rlrive.

We need funds  to re c ru i t ,  t ra in  and 
superv ise  e m o t io n a l  and p rac t ica l  
suppo r t  vo lun tee rs  w ho prov ide  
counse l ing , f r ie n d s h ip ,  co o k in g ,  
c le a n in g  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  services. 
O u r  Residence P rog ram  needs a d d i 
t io n a l  fu n d in g  to assure a safe and 
s tab le  hom e fo r  peop le  w ith  .AIDS.

Because it m a t te rs  that we hel|> our 
b ro the rs  am i sisters a l lcc ted  h\ this 
e [ ) id cn i ic  . . . because we tieeil to 
make it poss ib le  fo r  them to I n c  w ith  
< l ign ilv , peace, and love, please In 
readv to fo l low you r  heart am i give 
generously.

You can make a d irec t c o n t r ib u t io n  
bv c a l l in g  and ask ing  fo r  (d i r is .

V ShantiP rojecl
.A l le c t ic r .
5 5 8

M ,<e ec
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A ID S
H E A L T H
P R O J E C T

New Times.
New Groups.
New Skills.
New Ways to 
Stay Healthy.

Call for more information: 626-6637.
Initial health consultations are always free. 
Groups are low-cost and no one is turned 
away for inability to pay.

1 his pmject funded bv the San Franosct> Liepartmenl ot Public Health

G e t  t h e  f a c t s .
AIDS IS not sp read  bv casual contact. AIDS is tran sm itted  through 

in tim ate, unprotected  sexual contact or through sharing  IV needles when 
shooting drugs

AIDS is not sp read  by sh a rin g  pencils, telephones, to ile t seats, clothing, 
eating  u tensils, or by b rea th in g  th e  sam e air

Get the facts and  reduce your risk

For m ore inform ation call 14151 420-8181. 
W e're here to help

A gspm m aroF im iA S T B »
400 40 th  S tree t Su ite  200 Oakland CA 94609

A prt«r»>n i>f ih r  Fscific Crnlrr (ur H um ui lirowth • Srrvinx Alameda and Contra foata  Coonuni

The AIDS Home Care 
and Hospice Program....

SEX

Town Hall Forum on AZT
by Stuart Norman

A n estimated 200 people, double the expected tu rn o u t, gathered at the W h e n ’ s B u ild in g  last Thursday ^ k -  
i n s ^ S m  on the p S s i n g  new a n ti-A ID S  drug, A Z T  (az idothym id ine). The tow n h a ll fo ru m  sponsored by 
M ob iliza tion  A ga inS  A ID S  was chaired by D r, Paul Vo lberd ing, head o f  the A ID S  w a rd  at SF General 

H ospita l, group. PW ARCs T-cell level increase receiving A Z T . _
Dr Volberding was asked why the L d  L y  up. Such studies bnng up the ethical

The N o rth  C a ro lin a  basedsupply o f A ZT  was limited and replied 
that the Burroughs-Welcome Co. was 
gearing up production and that SF 
General expeaed to receive its initial 
supply any day. A Z T  is classified by 
the FDA as an Investigation New 
Drug, and eligibility to receive it for 
treatment is based on an arbitrary deci
sion by the FD A. Doctors have no con
trol over this decision process.

Volberding continued that under the 
Investigational New Drug classifica
tion, AZT is supplied free o f charge, 
but it w ill only be available through 
hospital pharmacies. The cost for treat
ment at this time will be covered by 
MediCal or private insurance com
panies. When the drug is licensed the 
cost may be high. He said Burroughs- 
Welcome wants to make a profit. “ I t ’ s 
my frank guess what drives things is . 
money. Burroughs-Welcome has 
nothing to lose in slowing down pro- i 
duclion.”  Burroughs is building pro
duction plants, and they have Ixtught 
up the world’s supply o f thymidine  ̂
from which A Z T  is made.

Now only those having full-blown 
AIDS will qualify for AZT because o f i 
the limited supply. Volberding said the 
phase two tria l demonstrated that 
PW A’s benefit most from A ZT  and I 

I they should have priority.
I The phase one study on A ZT  began 
i 14 months ago at the National Cancer 

Institute. To qualify, the patient had to 
have recovered from a first infection 
with PCP pneumonia, have had no 
Kaposi’s sarcoma, and be “ sick 
enough and healthy enough”  to chance 
survival through the study. Kaposi vic- 

f lim  were excluded because the 
chemotherapy treatments they receive 
might interfere with AZT results. 
Volberding commented there would 
soon be a KS study.

I In itia lly, 280 nationwide entered the 
AZT study. H a lf had AIDS, half ARC. 
Half o f each group were given AZT, 
the other ha lf given a harmless placebo 
as a control in this double blind study, 
they took the drug every four hours 
around the clock.

A t SF General 22 were involved in 
the study. 20 o f these had AIDS; only 2 
had ARC.

It was found that PW A’s on AZT 
' have T-cell increases at first, but 
1 decline to the level o f the placebo

B urroughs-W e lcom e  C o m p a n y , 
developer o f AZT, helped put together 
the monitoring committee for the 
study. They would check if  more pa
tients receiving A ZT  died or i f  the 
results seemed to indicate that more 
PW A’s were surviving, and at that 
point the study would be ended. On 
September 10, 1986, an emergency 
meeting was called because results 
revealed that 16 patients in  the placebo 
group had died, while only one in the 
AZT group died. It was not deemed 
ethical to continue the study. The com
mittee held a press conference on the 
results and announced that everyone in 
the study woould receive AZT.

Currently, there have been 31 deaths 
in the study population, but only three 
o f those were in the group originally

question i f  it  is right to hold double 
blind studies in which ha lf o f a diseased 
population receive a placebo. Dr. 
Volberding defended the practice as a 
trade o f f  for the greater common 
benefit in  order to gather accurate 
scientific data as to a drug’s effec
tiveness. He went on to say there is little 
evidence that AZT is an immune 
system stimulator, but it appears to 
slow reproduction o f the A ID S  virus 
and thus extend life.

Since A Z T  does block some genetic 
funaions, its side effects are predictible 
—  some flu-like symptoms and gastro
intestinal distress and anemia. A ll these 
effects are reversible and there is no 
knowledge o f long-term toxicity. The 
positive effects in the patient are weight 
gain and an increase in helper T  cells.

Continued on page 10

Alternative
Answers
by Bob Marshall

The A ID S  Healing A lliance  (A H A ) ,  a new g roup  dedicated to  

spreading in fo rm a tion  on a lternative treatm ents fo r  A ID S 
its firs t pub lic  forum  on Wednesday evening. N early  a hundred ^ p l e  
filled  the M etropo litan  C o m m u n ity  C hurch o n  Eureka Street to  hear 

Supevisor H arry  B r itt ,  organizers o f A H A ,  and several ■
A ID S  and AR C  discuss a variety o f op tions outside the realm  o  g

ed medicine.
A H A  is seeking $200,000 in City 

funds to set up a referral service to pro
vide informaion on AIDS research and 
treatment, ranging from the latest drugs 
to holistic treatments including herbs, 
visualization and psychic healing. The 
project began when A H A  founder 
Larry Layton tried to share his own ex
perience with spiritual healing of 
AIDS, and found that there was no 
central clearinghouse for A ID S infor
mation. Layton contacted supervisor 
Harry Britt, who enthusiastically 
received his proposal.

’ ’ I've turned off and tuned out all 
frightening news about A ID S ,”  said 
Layton. “ A sense o f hope must be 
brought back into our community. 
Only in San Francisco would I have ex

pected the doors to open so freely.”
A lthough the speakers at the forum 

concentrated on holistic treatments. 
A H A ’ s John Marino says the group 
doesn’ t want to discount the American 
Medical Association’ s efforts to fight 

A ID S .
“ W e’ re not condemning any o f i t , ”  

said Marino. “ We’ re saying that 
there’s this body o f knowledge 
available, there are people who have 
had these experiences (with non- 
traditional treatments), and these ex
periences are valid. W hat we want to 
do is let people k n o w .. .  how to use all 
o f the tools that are at their disposal, 
rather than saying ’ this is no good, and
that’ s no good.'”

Contunued on page 12

....is looking fo r California-certified 
home health aides

to care for people with AIDS in their own 
homes. Per diem work; benefits included.

Hospice is skilled care and compa.ssionate 
support utilizing health professionals and 
volunteers to provide a more humane alternative 
for people with AIDS.

Hospice of San Francisco 
225 - 30th St., San Francisco, CA 94131 

(415)285-5619

Ad space donated

Department of Corporations Begins 
HeaithAmerica Investigation
by Yvonne Zylan

The C a lifo rn ia  Departm ent o f  C orporations (C D O C ), in  response to  a com p la in t filed  by N ationa l G ay Rights 
Advocates (N G R A ) on November 7, has begun an investigation in to  possible uneth ica l practices by H e a ith 
Am erica C orpo ra tion . N G R A  contends that the Albany-based insurance com pany has been secretly “ re d - lin in g " 
the c ity  o f  San Francisco, refusing all applications from  c ity  residents in  an a ttem pt to  avoid the costs o f  A ID S  

and AR C -re lated claims.
D istria  A ttom y A rlo  Smith has 

announced that his office would investi- 1 
gate the complaint i f  the California 
Department o f Corporations found suf
ficient evidence against H eaith
America.

Vera Kawamura, an attorney for the 
CDOC who is handling the case, said 
that it is still “ loo early to te ll"  how 
long the Department’s investigation 
will take, but that i f  it was found the 
HeaithAmerica had violated stale legal 
or ethical guidelines, the Department 
would consider several available 
“ remedies.”  Kawamura, who was un
willing to provide any details about the

current status o f the investigation, said 
that it was possible that the complaint 
would eventually be passed on to Arlo 
Smith. Robert Perez, o f the District A t
torney’ s office, stated that he was 
"keeping a dialogue”  with the C IX)C . 
and would follow the progress o f the 
investigation.

The complaint was filed by NGR.A’s 
attorney Benjamin Schatz after a form
er HeaithAmerica employee, Joanna 
Baugh, told NGRA that her super
visors at the company once told her to 
take all San Francisco applications and 
hide them in a desk drawer. Baugh said 
that those applications had then been

sent rejection letters by HealthAmenca. 
stating that they had been turned down 
for unspecified medical reasons.

NGRA has asked for the maximum 
penalty allowed by law: $2500 per 
violation; since NGRA estimates the 
number o f violations to be at least 2(X), 
they are calling for a total fine for 
$500,000. They are also asking the 
CDOC to require HeaithAmerica to 
accept all San Francisco applicants 
who were unfairly denied policies and 
to compensate them for any costs 
which they incurred as a result o f the 
company’s unethical praaices. •

Continued from page 4
to gay men last year,”  G illis  said. In 
addition to monetary settlements, the 
unit helped to negotiate such compen
sation as “ job  transfers, prom otional 
upgrades o r improved workplace non
discrimination policy,”  the report 
states.

This year the unit has added a fu ll
time staff member to  deal with 
A lDS/ARC-related cases and com
munity outreach. Norm Nickens is the 
unit’ s A ID S  specialist, jo in ing  staff 
members G illis  and Jackie W innow. 
Nickens deals with complaints per
taining to A IDS/ARC discrim ination.
D uring the advisory committee 
meeting, he reported that there is a 
pressing need for housing fo r people 
with A ID S , especially in lim ited-care 
facilities. The SF Department o f 
Public Health has documented 45-60 
cases o f  homeless people w ith 
A ID S /A R C , Nickens said.

Nickens also reported that Super
visor nancy Walker’s office is attemp
ting to create a uniform defin ition o f 
d isability in  the c ity’s nondiscrim ina
tion  ordinances. The proposed 
language, which follows the widely ac
cepted and easily understood federal 
definition o f disability, is being 
prepared by the City A tto rney’ s o f
fice.

The un it’ s community outreach and 
education functions include such ac
tivities as seminars in the workplace, 
and educating employers, who in turn 
train the ir staff to recognize and deal 
w ith homophobia and harassment.
The un it also instructs employers on 
compliance with the c ity ’ s anti- 
discrim ination ordinances. Last year 
the un it helped a local hospital im 
prove its service delivery to  A ID S  pa
tients and helped to develop a staff 
t r a in in g  p ro g ra m  on  A ID S  
discrim ination and homephobia. The 
unit also helped to develop a pertanent 
community/hospital A ID S  task force.

In addition, the unit designed a new 
brochure on A IDS/ARC bias, accor- i 
ding to the report, and sponsored a ' 
tw o -d a y  p u b lic  h e a r in g  on i 
A ID S /A R C  bias. The findings from ] 
the February hearings w ill be available 
for release in the near future.

The Human Rights Commission is i 
a b le  to  e n fo rce  c i t y  a n t i-  
discrim ination ordinances through the | 
C ity Attorney and D istrict A tto rney’s 
offices. Frequently, mediation o f a ' 
claim  involves inform ing the person or ' 
agency implicated o f v io lating these ] 
laws. In  the case o f  a company con- | 
trad ing  with the city, according to the 
report, these implications may be ter
m ination o f city contracts. G illis  said, j 
however, that the unity encourages 
pla intiffs to “ settle rather than to 
press fo r litigation.”  ]

Areas o f  concern and future plans i 
fo r the unit are also outlined in the 
report. The year’ s statistics turned up 
few complaints by m inorities, and still ! 
fewer by women. Only 15 percent o f | 
the complaints filed last year were 
from  women. As a result, the unit 1 
identified a need fo r greater outreach 
efforts to these segments o f the com
m unity. Gillis also said the commis
sion does not want to allow fighting 
A ID S /A R C  discrim ination to over
shadow efforts to advance gay and les
bian civ il rights as a whole. G illis  said 
issues o f discrimination against les
bians may be negleded in the effort to 
deal with the volume o f A ID S /AR C  
related cases, which p rim arily  affect 
men. The unit also needs more staff to 
deal w ith the increased number o f re
quests for help. The unit uses both 
volunteers and interns.

The Lesbian/G ay C om m unity  
Liaison Unit operates under the 
auscipes o f the San Francisco Human 
Rights Commission’s Lesbian Gay 
Advisory Committee, chaired by Sal 
Rosselli and Phyllis Lyon. The ad
visory committee directs the activities 
o f the unit and make policy recom
mendations to the commission. The 
advisory committee w ill present the 
1985-1986 report to the commission 
for approval at the Dec. 13 meeting.

Report from Nicaragua:
The Lesbian/Gay Movem ent

by Tede Matthews
1 am w r it in g  th is le tter fro m  M anagua, N icaragua. I am spending seven weeks here, com p iling  m ateria l fo r a book on sexual po litics  in 
the New N icaragua. As I ta lked  to  psychologists, artists, a b o rtio n  rights advocates, gays and lesbians, .sex educators, and m others o f  the 
m arty rs . I have been u n ifo rm ly  impressed by the progress and hope in such a beleaguered society. Th is  hope can be so easily squashed 

unless we, as U .S. citizens, speak o u t.
ford six video cassettes. They must 
tape over old programs, thereby losing 
the first sex-education TV series in the 
history o f Latin Amarica.

1 interviewed M ilu Vargas who sits

People here are friendly and open 
to U.S. citizens. 1 am constantly sur
prised by this, considering that it is i 
our Government which is intent on 
o v e rth ro w in g  th e ir  democratic- 
society.The Nicaraguans d idn ’ t over
throw a U.S.-backed dynasty in order 
to be recaptured by the contras. They 
are prepared to fight to the death to 
retain national sovereignty.

In spite o f this war. changes are 
happening rapidly in the fields o f 
womes’ s rights and sexual liberation. 
While we arc fighting to retain the 
rights that we have already won. 
feminism in Nicaragua is flourishing. 
F.veryday the newspapers have articles 
about women’s rights and dialogue 
freely occurs.

National Sandinista Television has 
a sex-education series under the 
auspices o f the Sandinista Youth with 
the assistance o f Auxiliadora Maren- 
co, Nicaragua’s lop sexologist. They 
are covering family planning, lesbian 
and gay lifestyles, and abortion 
among the twelve programs, all with a 
progressive fem inist perspective. 
Because o f war shortages and the U.S. 
economic blockade, they can only af-
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and waiters. I have talked to lesbians 
who are video artists, psychologists, 
chauffeurs and secretaries. The vast 
majority are one hundred percent 
behind the Sandinistas. Some are in

student marches before the Trium ph 
o f the Revolution hoping that the Na
tional Guard bullets would hit him. 
He felt totally isolated. He then realiz
ed that " the  market women may not

Gays and lesbians are starting to organize.
They are joining the world wide struggle against social 

and religious prejudice and social invisibility.

on the National Board o f AM NLAF. 
(the women’s union). She is also head 
o f the legal team fo r the National 
Assembly. She told me,“ I am amazed 
that President Regan continues to 
refer to us as totalitarian dictatorship.
I read o f your Supreme Courts 
sodomy dicision. Is this a democracy 
when the most basic individual right of 
its gay citizens, the right o f privacy, 
can be treated in such a way?”  On the 
other hand, Nicaragua has no laws or 
offic ia l repressions o f its gay citizens.

In the park where gay men hang 
out, I met a guy who had been strip
ped and tortured in front o f his high 
school by Somoza’s National Guard. 
Where one might expect small talk, in- 
sted he showed me his scars. The 
citizens o f Nicaragua bear many such 
scars.

I have talked to  gay men who are 
soldiers, shopkeepers, artists, dancers

high levels of polilcal responsibility. | 
A ll o f them want this message sent to 
North American gays and feminists. ' 
“ if you want to support your sisters 
and brothers in Nicaragua, then do 
everything you can to stop our murder 
at the hands o f Reagan” .

Gays and lesbians arc starting to 
organize. They are jo in ing the 
worldwide struggle against social and 
religious prejudice and social in- 
visability. As in ail poor countries, 
economics exacerbates their prob
lems. Due to poverty and housing 
shortages, most must live with their 
families. They lack our m obility. 
What they don’ t lack is consciousness. 
Their revolution here has opened the 
closet door. We must insure that the 
contras, the congress and the C .I.A . 
don’ t turn this closet door into a cof
fin lid.

One guy to ld that he would go to

be a lesbian. The campesino may not 
be a homosexual. But we all had pro
blems. no food to eat and no money 
for clothing and shelter. For me. the 
triumph became also my personal 
liberation. I came out and am never 
going back."

As feminists, as lesbians, as gay 
men. we have to strengthen our peace 
efforts. Our struggle is literally one o f 
life and death. And we must 
remember that the forces that would 
like to  strangle democracy in 
Nicaragua are the same forces that 
were behind the sodomy decision o f 
the Supreme C ourt. We must not look 
back some day on smoldering ruins o f 
the new Nicaragua regretting our inac
tion. In the name o f peace and 
autonomy for Nicaragua, and openly, 
in the name o f feminisim and gay 
liberation, please speak out and act 
now for freedom. ■
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M i k h a i l  B a r y s h n i k o v  f o r  S h a n t i  P r o j e c t
Friendship is something most of us can

not live without.
Volunteers at Shanti F’ roject do more 

than provide caring and emotional sup
port, they give their friendship to people 
with zXIDS. their families and loved ones.

You and I can make a difference to the 
thousands who live with this devastating 
disease. Now. more than ever, tliey need 
our support and friendship.

Join me in supporting the Shanti Project. 
Become a Shanti Volunteer today.

Call 558-9644 today for more informa
tion. Become a Shanti Project Emotional 
Support or Practical Support Volunteer.

V S hanti Project
A lle c tio n  not R e iec tion  
558  9644



AT THE COURTHOUSE
KEN CADY

Murders and Mysteries
Killing gay people is apparently becoming more common across the country. Recent 

news reports detail five gay killings in peaceful Minneapolis, four of them involving men 
killed in their own apartments. Atlanta reports five gay murders since late summer, com
pared to 15 for the year in New York. In San Francisco, a recent epidemic of gay killing 
has taken the lives of five men — again, four being killed by people they brought to their 
homes.

As the incidence o f violence rises, so 
does the level o f community fear and 
concern. How are the police reacting? 
What are they doing to solve the 
murders? Attention becomes focused 
on defense strategies once suspects are 
caught. Is there really such a thing as 
homosexual panic o r diminished 
capacity? Why do juries return strange 
and contradictory verdicts? Why do 
some killers get life sentences and other 
only a few years?

Over the next several columns these 
issues will be discussed from a gay 
point o f view. Any discussion o f gay 
killings necessarily involves some 
understanding o f legal concepts in 
order to decipher the happenings in 
criminal court.

Since murder is the ultimate crime, it 
receives a great deal o f attention. We 
use terminology rather loosely only to 
be disappointed or confused when the 
legal analysts start picking things apart. 
The killing o f a human being is 
technically a homicide, not a murder. 
It only becomes murder when there is 
in te n t to  k i l l  and “ m a lice  
aforethought.”  I t ’ s rather confusing.

but the law says that malice exists when 
there is manifested an unlawful inten
tion to k ill a human being. It is evil 
design, in general, as opposed to 
premeditated personal hatred. When 
the murder is premeditated, or plan
ned, it is first-degree murder. Other
wise, it is second-degree murder.

I f  there is no malice, the homicide 
would become manslaughter, either 
voluntary or involuntary. An inten
tional killing, as in the "heat o f pa.s- 
sion”  o r "upon a sudden quarre l" is 
voluntary. A  killing committed in the 
course o f doing something else which 
was illegal becomes involuntarv 
manslaughter unless that illegal act 
was a felony. The killing would then be 
backed up to first-degree murder under 
the felony-murder rule. This is impor
tant in many gay killings because the 
victim is often killed while being rob
bed.

Some homicides are “ justifiab le," 
such as killings in self-defense. Of 
course, there are also accidental k ill
ings.

As we face this rash of violence and 
murder, our immediate focus is on the

investigation and pursuit o f the 
perpetrators. In the next issue I will 
report on conversations with various 
people involved in these efforts.

For those wishing to know more 
about the investigation and prosecution 
o f murder, several interesting books are 
currently available:

Buried Dreams is the story o f John 
Wayne Gacy, Jr., the “ affable”  
Chicago clown and Democratic Party 
hanger-on who killed 33 teenaged boys 
and buried most o f them under his 
house. Author Tim Cahill attempts to 
get inside the mind o f these murders and 
understand his motivation. Gacy re
creates a “ hypothetical" murder in a 
chilling account o f sadistic torture, 
bragging that “ killing them was almo.st 
too easy.. .  some of them, they weren’t 
even handcuffed. I just used the rope 
trick."

In Two o f  A Kind, Darcy O ’Brien 
deals with the investigation and pro
secution o f the Hillside Stranglers, 
Angelo Buono and his “ handsome, 
fast-talking cousin," Kenneth Bianchi 
I heir victims were women in the Los 
Angeles area. The author speculates

No discrimination
here.

«

There’s a myth going around that AIDS is a white, gay man’s disease.
The fact is, AIDS does n o t  discriminate on the basis of race, ethnic 

identity, religion, gender, o r  sexual orientation. Anyone can become 
infected with the AIDS virus. But, AIDS is n o t  spread by casual contact.

AIDS is transmitted through intimate, unprotected 
sexual contact or by sharing IV needles when 
shooting drugs.

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  A ID S  
c a l l  u s  a t  (415) 420-8181.

W e ’ r e  h e re  t o  h e lp .

A p ro g ra m  o f th e  P ac ific  C en te r  fo r H um an G row th 
S e rv in g  A lam ed a  a n d  C o n tra  C o sta  C oun ties.

V olunteers Needed

AIDS flWQJECT OF THE EAST BA/

400 40 th  Street, Suite 200 
O akland CA 94609

ALL KINDS OF LOANS ARRANGED, INaLDLNG 
CIAL/BUSINESS CONSULTANT TRAINEES 1N\’ITED:

ARBITRAGE TRANSACTIONS ALSO, ALSO. ALSO FINAN-

I f  you en joy help ing ind iv idua ls and firm s solve the ir financial and business needs, and at the same time earn 
you rse lf u n lim ite d  legitim ate and conscionable fees for you r service in  jo in ing lenders and borrow ers and 
business sales together, inc lud ing  arbitrage and barter trading, then th is could be the answer to you r dreams and 
am bitions to  become financia lly  independent (a fte r we have taught you ou r system), w ith o u t d isturb ing what you 
are do ing now  fo r a liv ing .

EVEN WHILE LEARNING TRAINEES WOULD PARTICIPATE S0% in all fees that they in itia te  and we help close for 
you; w ith  access to volumes o f all U S. and fore ign banks, private  funds, venture capitalists, as tools and your 
ow n  lib ra ry  to  arrange each transaction, inc lud ing  how to appraise a business fo r value and saleability. Earnings 
based on loans and business transactions up to I I  m illion I .  10%  , thereafter 5%  . I I  BILLION & OVER, 2 '/^ % If 
you w ish to  have more complete in fo rm ation , you may call o r w rite , in striae.st confidence: This is not a salaried 
job, ra the r it  is an opportun ity  fo r you to become an independent financial consultant.

DR LOUS BATi:S SORRF.NTINO. 12,3 MAPLE A\T.M  E, MONTAII.l.F.. CT 06.3S.3 
I S. TELFX: 00S(i2 TEL: 203-84K-8SS2

We are the on lv  (that we know of) Financial Business Consultants serving borrow ers and firms 24 hours per day, 
davs per vear (8 pm ■ D am. recorded .service)

that the two had a homosexual link, 
especially since Buono preferred anal 
intercourse with his victims and en
joyed sexual activity with his son. For 
awhile he had a gay roommate. The 
most fascinating aspect o f the book is 
Bianch’s ability to convince several top 
psychological experts that he had a 
multiple personality, something which 
later proved to be a complete fraud.

Another interesting twist involves the 
refusal o f then D .A . John Van de Kamp 
to prosecute the pair. Attorney General 
George Deukmejian’s office stepped in 
to prosecute and obtained convictions. 
By then. Van de Kamp had become 
Attorney-General over the same people 
who had overruled his earlier decision.

A  current best-seller is A Cast o f  
Killers, by Sidney D. K ilpatrick, which 
also involves the refusal o f an L.A . 
district attorney to prosecute a 
homicide. Famous Hollywood director 
W illiam  Desmond Taylor was killed on 
February I ,  1922. The murder was 
considered to be unsolved until 
K ilpa trick’s book revealed the true 
killer and the official cover-up, involv
ing top echelons o f local law enforce
ment. Taylor, inc iden ta lly , was 
thought to be quite the lady’s man 
when in truth he enjoyed the company 
o f boys solicited for him by his butler.

F inally, the greatest murder mystery 
o f the century receives another look in 
Reasonable Doubt by Henry Hurt. 
This fascinating book reveals the bun
gled investigation and cover-up involv
ed in the John F. Kennedy assassina
tion. A  great deal can be learned here 
about how to investigate a murder. Un
fortunately. most o f the lessons were ig
nored by the FBI and Dallas police. 
The only person ever brought to trial 
for conspiracy to k ill Kennedy was a 
gay man. New Orleans businessman 
Clay Shaw. A top informant in that 
case was David Ferrie, another gay 
man with connections to the same New 
Orleans syndicate as Jack Ruby. I f  you 
are going to watch the mock tria l o f Lee 
Harvey Oswald on “ Showtime”  this 
weekend, you’ll want to have the infor
mation in this book.

AZT
Continued from page 8
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Continued from page 4 !
the director o f m inority affa irs. NAN i 
is a coalition o f over 200 A ID S  educa- | 
tion and service providers committed 
to providing technical assistance to | 
local A IDS education organizations. i

We are very excited to have Gerald ! 
on board because he has proven to be  ̂
a very effective director. I

N A N  cited recent Federal reports as 
the need for more educational efforts 
and services directed at Black and  ̂
Hispanic communities because they  ̂
have been d i^roportiona te ly  affected ! 
by AIDS crisis. Blacks, who make up I 
12percentoftheU.S. population, com- i 
prise 25 percent o f a ll A ID S  cases. ’ 
S im ilarly. Hispanics, who make up 6 ! 
percent o f the U.S. populatrion, com- ■ 
prise 14 percent o f all cases o f AIDS. ’

N A N  says Gerald has been highly 
successful in reaching these minority 
communities. While he was executive 
director of NCBLG, G il Gerald was a i 
highly vocal advocate fo r improving ' 
A ID S  services to Black and Brown 
communities. In July o f  this year. I 
under Gerald’s direction, NCBLG ' 
sponsored the National Conference 
on AIDS in the Black Community

KY *Continued from page 4
ual type behavior. We do legislate 
morality and this ruling is not con
ducive to upholding the police powers 
o f state.”  More realistically, and 
beyond her required legal jargon as 
prosecutor in the case. Whether they 
agree or disagree with the sodomy 
statute, 1 think they all believe it ’s a 
matter for a higher court to decide. 
Beyond the courts I th ink it is a matter 
more appropriate for address by the 
Kentucky legislature. The elected 
representatives o f the people should 
repeal or ammend the law ."

Neither side would speculate whether 
the case would eventually be heard and 
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
saying they were only concerned with 
the upcoming presentations before the 
Kentucky Circuit Court. ■

An A ID S drug must also be able to 
pass the blood-brain barrier and enter 
into the brain, as A Z T  does. But the 
studies so far have not gathered data on 
how A Z T  affects the A ID S  neurologial 
syndrome. Some data from the study is 
now being collated, and the National 
Institute o f Health w ill begin specific 
testing for this soon.

A Z T  was a drug developed over 10 
years ago in cancer research then put 
on the shelf fo r having no promise. It 
was first looked at w ith caution by the 
medical profession for research on 
A ID S . Volberding cautioned that 
medicine has a very bad track record 
treating viral diseases with drugs. And 
the A ID S  virus is unique, a retrovirus 
having enzymes not present in human 
D N A . W ith that knowledge there had 
at first been hope to find a drug to 
block the action o f  these enzymes 
without interfering with human genetic 
function. So far this search has proven 
futile.

Questions from the audience were 
raised about other promising drugs, 
perhaps in conjunction with AZT, 
Volberding replied that when he is so 
often asked about a new therapy for 
A ID S “ we quickly run out for the 
paper,”  making light o f the many 
rumors that abound.

A  sheet w ith two questions concern
ing DNCB had been passed out to the 
audience as they entered the hall. Dr. 
Volberding responded that DNCB is an 
immune system stimulant, along with a 
number o f other therapies. He believes 
DNCB is an immune system stimulant, 
but not an anti-viral agent. He still 
wants an anti-b iotic to combat AIDS, 
which he views as an infectious disease. 
He went on to say that there is much 
talk about using A Z T  with Inier- 
leukin-2 o r DNCB. “ And there is 
renewed interest in alpha-interferon. 
The medical profession became disillu
sioned when Alpha-interferon didn’t 
cure A ID S , but not it seems to be an 
anti-viral at one point in the life o f the 
A ID S  virus.”  A  problem is that both 
Alpha-interferon and lnterleukin-2 are 
toxic in high doses, exhibiting symp
toms sim ilar to A ID S.

For more information Volberding 
and Mobilization suggest calling the 
national A Z T  Hotline (800) 843-9388.
It  is open 8 am - 12 pm everyday and 
w ill take questions from  laymen to 
medical professionals. Volberding also 
stressed all the nown A Z T  information 
is in the standard medical literature.

On another subject Volberding was 
asked about the rumors o f new virulent 
strains o f A ID S in Europe. He replied 
there are two varients that can’t be 
detected by the A ID S  antibody tests. 
A t first there were hopes that these 
strains might not be infectious and 
would offer material from which to 
develop a vaccine, but they turned out 
to be more virulent than H IV  
(H TLV-3).

Volberding commented on Surgeon 
General Everett Koop’s report to the 
nation on A IDS; “ (1 think it ’s) tremen
dous coming from  someone who hasn’t 
had a strong track record on A ID S .”  
He also said there were observers from 
Koop’s office during the NAS Institute 
o f Medicine committee hearings. A p 
parently “ they got the message.”  ■

Concourse
D’Elegance
The N ation’s oldest gay car club. The 
Freewheelers, w ill pre.sent its Third A n
nual Concours d ’ Elegance on Satur
day, November 22. in the Fiesta Hall 
o f the San Mateo County Fairgrounds. 
More than 100 classic and vintage 
automobiles w ill be on display along 
with automotive memorabilia — model 
cars, vintage auto literature, owners’ 
manuals and other items associated 
wiih old car collecting.

( oncours d'elegancc will be open to 
the public from Noon to 5 pm. Admis
sion is S5 w ith a portion o f the proceeds 
donated to Coming Home Hospice, an 
AIDS suppon organization. For more 
information call 386-6753 or 332-1956.

IN DECEMBER 
WE'RE G O IN G  TO 

BEGIN PUBLISHING 
O N  A  WEEKLY BASIS.

WATCH EVERY FRIDAY FOR 
EXPANDED NEWS COVERAGE 

SASSY REVIEWS &  INTERVIEW: 
AND OUR CONTINUING 

PRESENTATION OF 
CRITICAL HEALTH ISSUES.

ADVERTISERS WHO BOOK NOW
WILL RECEIVE 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
AND

PREMIUM PLACEMENT OPTIONS..

415 861 8100
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INNER SPACE
VAN R. AULT

Confronting The 
Empire: Reclaiming 
Our Integrity

The empire is everywhere. The empire is out to rip you 
off. The empire has its rules, its laws, its propaganda 
machinery, and enforcement techniques. Worst of all, it is 
financed by your money and upheld by your energy.
W hat is the empire? I describe it as those huge worldly 
structures that loom over our lives and often drain us of 
our integrity.

I

The empire o f today’s society in 
cludes; the federal government, the 
Roman Catholic church, the Republi
can and Democratic parties, corporate 
America, and mainstream medicine. 
(I'm  sure 1 left out somebody impor
tant. but you get the idea.) Each ol 
these agencies are experts in ripping o il 
the choices o f the individual, and 
brainwashing the masses to their view
point. In the last “ Inner Space" 
column, I contemplated how the outer 
world is simply a reflection o f our inner 
world. In order for our beings to 
flower, we must take a middle path that 
includes deep, inner confrontation, as 
well as bold outer world action. To 
move beyond the life-deadening in
fluence o f the empire, we need to 
develop an inner and outer strategy for 
self-healing.

Once we understand the empire has 
been created completely by us (in 
unison) we are on our way to changing 
it. The way to change it may be to 
withdraw our energy from the empire. 
It may be to go deep into its matrix and 
sabatoge its mindless insensitivity by 
courageous acts o f compassion and 
creative confrontation. Certainly the

greatest threat to the empire’s strangle
hold is the creation o f alternatives. The 
alternatives must being within our
selves— within our own belief systems, 
which are the engines that drive us on 
our outer world journey.

l.et’ s look at how we give power 
away to the empire. For an example, 
let’s use the Roman Catholic church. 
Its influence is upheld only by the 
active participation (however dwind
ling) o f people. It is financed and en
couraged by those who participate in its 
rituals. The thought-forms the church 
projects are then absorbed into human 
consciousness. Look closely at the 
church’s stance, and you’ ll see an 
uncomfortable reflection o f our own 
beliefs. fCp are the ones who believe we 
need the spiritual power of such 
authority figures. I f  we didn’t believe 
that, we’ d create and administer our 
OH7I sacraments to ourselves. We’d 
toss out the degrading theology and 
make up our own. When the Vatican 
makes ludicrous pronouncements 
about gay peoples' value, we’d laugh at 
them. We’d be empowered to express 
our spiritual selves in ways that are far 
above and beyond the guilt ridden, 
authoritarian structures the church
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maintains. We'd learn how to be our 
own priests, and we’d be doing more 
constructive things than worrying 
about how to get along within the con
fines o f an unimaginative hierarchy.

The empire runs itself and influences 
us by the energy we allow it to usurp.
The pope has the power he has because 
people have assigned him to play a role 
o f authoritarian ass-kicker. He is a mir
ror image o f our distrust o f our own in
tegrity. To break the m irror, and 
release him from his role in the drama 
o f our lives, we must take back the 
authority we’ve projected onto the 
pope (or whoever); we must give back 
the projections from him that we’ve ab
sorbed; we must honor the source o f in
tegrity within us and allow that power to 
guide our footsteps in the outer world.

O f course, this is asking everything 
o f you. I t ’s more intim idating to realise 
you have the complete ability to do 
this, right now! But then, you may feel 
you’ re exempt from  the process, that 
you’ve got it all handled. Test yourself 
by seeing how much some agency o f the 
empire upsets you. To that degree your 
integrity has been compromised. To 
that degree, you have unconsciously 
surrendered your personal power. It is 
natural and understandable to be angry 
at times. Anger is a useful force in 
change. Anger that is creatively harnes
sed is power, anger that is forever held 
onto is impotence. You have a choice, 
every moment, to translate that energy 
into creative action that supports you in 
loving yourself more. Then your inte
grity is restored.

To the end, I offer the following 
meditation. It can assist you in acces
sing the deep levels o f the mind where | 
your beliefs are stored and can be 
changed. You might have someone 
read this meditation to you, or record it 
on tape for playback. Tim ing is impor
tant. Proceed .r/oH'/r. Take the time to 

I investigate the issues raised. Honor and 
observe carefully everything you see. 
think, or feel in the process. Taking , 
responsibility fo r all o f i t— no matter ' 
how painful— moves us out o f the em
pire’s control, and onto the path of our 
own choice. ,
Exercise: Reclaiming Your 
Integrity

Make yourself as comfortable as |
possible. Loosen your clothing so you 
can breathe easily. Begin by tighten- j
ing the muscles in your body—tensing 
them as much as you can for a few 
moments. Then let the tension go. Take 
a deep breath, and allow your body to 
relax. Feel the chair or bed beneath you i 
supporting you. Relax into this sup
port, and give yourself permission to go I 
deeply into this experience.

Think o f a part o f the empire that 
has especially upset you. What happen- ] 
ed? Who was involved? How did it af
fect you or your loved ones? What are 
you afraid of? What does the empire 
threaten to do to you? Relax now. 
Relax more . . .  go deeper and deeper. 
Imagine a chair in front o f you. In that 
chair, visualize a person most deeply 
linked with that activity o f the empire.
See who it is. Know now that this per
son can speak directly to you. You can 
converse in this relaxed, inner world. 
And you are completely in control o f 
this process.

I f  you don’ t recognize the person 
who appears in the chair, ask for iden
tification. Ask him what he wants o f 
you. Listen. Ask him what he believes 
about your own personal value. Ask 
yourself: when was the first time you 
allowed that person to make you feel 
this way? Your inner self remembers, 
so let that memory return to you. What 
was going on at that time that encour
aged this to occur? Who or what told 
you it had to be this way? What beliefs 
did this other person project onto you 
that you absorbed? How has this belief 
shaped your actions? How much o f 
your personal power was rclenquished 
into this person’s hands? What did this 
allow you to do or to avoid doing? 
What was the pay off? Look at what 
has happened, and see the gift you gave 
yourself.

Now, what do you want to do? If

you wish to continue in these beliels, 
without changing anything, acknowl
edge that fact, thank and dismiss the 
party in the chair, and slowly bring 
yourself back to the outer world. If  you 
rfo want to change, take a deep breath, 
and allow yourself to relax even more.
Go deeper. Acknowledge the gift you I 
gave yourself in this situation. Admit 
that you. unknowingly, set yourself up 
this way, and forgive yourself if you 
need to. Allow an image to come into | 
your mind that embodies your negative ' 
belief. It might be a memory, a symbol, 
a flash o f color. Gather up the emo- j 
tional feeling behind that image. See 
yourself placing that image/feeling into 
a box, closing it. and tying it up with 
string.

Speak to the person still seated in the 
other chair. Thank him for showing 
you where you need to work on your
self, and if  possible, forgive him for any 
harm you suffered. Forgiveness allows 
you to complete the emotional ex
change, so you can finally move on. 
Give the bos to the person, transferring 
the belief, the image, and the negative 
associations back to him. Tell him, “ 1 
do not accept this gift. 1 return it to you 
forever. Take it and go.”  Repeat this if  
necessary, until you have given back 
the box. Feel yourself becoming lighter 
and freer. Say goodbye to the person in 
the chair, and allow his presence to 
fade away.

Now, how can you give yourself 
what you need without having the em
pire rip off your integrity? Imagine that 
you have created an enjoyable alterna
tive, in which you can express your 
integrity your own unique way. Visual
ize this in as much detail as you like. 
Feel the satisfaction in it. Allow the 
feeling o f strength in you to intensify 
now. Feel it rising up within your heart, 
like a fountain, and spilling out into 
your whole body. Enjoy this feeling. 
Now, ask yourself, what’s the first step 

. to take towards this alternative? What’s 
one thing you can do to begin moving 

! towards it? W ill you do that? And 
when?

' Place your hands over your heart, 
and affirm to yourself, “ I bless my 

' power.”  Take a deep breath as you ac
cept your own power to change. When 
you’ re ready, slowly count to three,

I and on the court o f three, open your 
eves and return to the outer world. ■

LETTER S
Continued from page 2 '

quickly or as completely as we hope it 
w ill, many gay and lesbian people have ' 
found it a loving home, where their in
tellect and experience form a living part 
o f their personal spiritual journey.

Episcopalians see ourselves on a 
“ middle way”  between the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant experiences, 
and our Church has been a welcoming 
haven for persons traveling in both 
directions. We continue to welcome 
all who seek integration of their life’s 
realities with a search for greater mean- | 
ing. strength, and. especially in the 
midst o f the AIDS crisis, healing.

However, we support our Roman . 
brothers and sisters in Dignity and 
elsewhere who continue, in seemingly 
worsening conditions, to maintain their 
spiritual home and their “ dignity”  as 
lesbian and gay persons. Integrity and 
Dignity share jo in t Chapters in many 
places. We are ready to be of help to 
our sisters and brothers in Dignity in 
their struggle, if  we are needed.

And Integrity’ s door is always open 
for anyone wishing to find a gay and 
lesbian affirm ing and caring communi
ty in which to discover their own

I David N. Bentley
Secretary

To the Editor;
* The following is an open letter to the 

Pope:
I f  you could sec the tears of pain 

and feel the anguished voices of 
mothers, fathers, daughters, sons, 
brothers, sisters, lovers, friends and 

I associates o f those here who have 
died from AIDS; or i f  you could sec 
the smiles and feel the warmth o f any 
o f my gay brothers and lesbian

sisters. 1 doubt i f  you would continue 
this vindictive persecution against gay 
and lesbians.

History has shown us all tiw  clear
ly how not to fall in to hatred in the 
future.

You lived during H itler, Musolini 
and Stalin.

You know the horrid  acts against 
innocent, unarmed men, women, 
children, gays, lesbians, Jews, Catho 
lies, the young and the old.

A ll you have is 2.(XX) years o f dog
ma, philosophy, and Church 
doctrine.

Those o f us who arc gay or lesbian 
and who are believers have untold 
past millenium and untold future 
millenium o f God’s love and of 
God’s true nature.

White man was made in the image 
o f God. very few have set forth to 
truly reach God, but rather have 
reached into the darkness of their 
hearts and the narrowness o f their 
minds to propogate false hope and to 
lead the well-intentioned down the 
road to death.

I ’m sure that when Christ Jesus 
returns as King there w ill be many 
gays and lesbians with him. You will 
never find a more loving, hardwork
ing, faithful dedicated group in the 
world.

I call upon all gays and lesbians 
i not to respond to the recent anti-gay 

statements from the Vatican with 
hatred, but rather to  pray that God 
w ill reach in to the heart o f the Pope 
and clear out all o f those cobwebs 
and show him  the truth.

W illiam  Davis

ANSWERS
Continued from page 8 

One o f the evening’s speakers. 
Robert M cFarland, didn’t share 
Marino’s acceptance o f the medical 
establishment. Diagnosed with AIDS in 
1982 after several years o f unexplained 
illnesses. McFarland says he has kept 
himself well by using vitamin C in 
regular doses o f 12-15 milligrams per 
day, increasing the dosage to 80-90 
milligrams per day when he feels ill. He 
also says that he eats raw garlic, and 
makes a garlic tea.

“ A ll o f my friends (with AIDS who 
stayed w ith medical treatments) have 
died,”  said McFarland. “ I have begg
ed them to  do what I ’m doing, and they 
have died. This is all bullshit, when the 
doctors tell you to take this stuff (an
tibiotics).”

Gil Lopez, a former teacher, was 
diagnosed with A ID S two years ago 
this month. He says he fought o ff four 
bouts o f pneumocystitis with techni
ques learned at the Center for At- 
titudinal Healing. “ The definition of 
attitudinal healing is inner peace,”  he 
said, “ so I d idn’t have to worry about 
curing myself. I just had to worry about 
being at peace.”

Doug M urphy, who has been battl
ing ARC. told of his success with 
human mother’ s m ilk. Since it is illegal 

I to sell human m ilk in the United Slates.
I  Murphy obtained freeze-dried milk 

from Germany.
He also praised the work o f Dr. Em

manuel Revici in New York. According 
to M urphy, a single drop o f Dr. 
Revici’ s butyl alcohol treatment ended 
a painful attack o f neurological pain in 
just 15 minutes.

A H A  plans to delay future forums 
after the holidays, because according to 
Layton, “ We don’t want to stress peo
ple out. Otherwise, we’ re all going to 
be stressed out. we’ re all going to be 
sick.”

I Layton also says he sees A H A  as an 
organization that w ill outlive the AIDS 
epidemic. “ We have to understand that 
it ’s not A IDS that we’ re healing — it ’ '' 
people that we’ re healing. So even if 
AIDS were out o f the picture tomor
row, there would stjll be a need for 
this service in the C ity .”

For more information on alternative 
treatments, or to volunteer for the 
AIDS Healing alliance, write A H A  at 
PO Box 411421, San Francisco. CA 
94141. or call (415) 626-1183. ■

ON GUARD
JOHN S JAMES

Could You Get AZT?
The third human drug trial of AZT is beginning now. 

About half of people with AIDS will be allowed to use 
AZT in this trial. The rules about who can and cannot get 
AZT can seem bizarre; and physicians are not allowed to 
override them even when urgently necessary for the best 
interest o f the patient.

We here reprint the entire patient 
selection criteria, normally sent only to 
physicians, so that you can tell in ad
vance whether you or a friend probably 
would or would not be allowed to use 
A Z T  at this time. And we spotlight 
some urgent ethical issues o f this tria l, j 
and what the community can do to 
promote more rational and humane i 
treatment development in the future. I 

Not everybody wants to  take A Z T ;  ̂
surprisingly few have signed up so far. j 
The drug did greatly reduce the death 
rate in the trials just completed. As o f 
November 12, only three o f 145 pa
tients receiving A Z T  had died, com
pared to 30 o f the 137 patients who I 
received a placebo. !

But about 25 percent o f those who 
have taken A Z T  have needed at least 
one blood transfusion, often many 
transfusions. The new trials w ill reduce 
the dose slightly to help avoid this 
problem. There might also be long
term dangers, but no one knows at this 
time.

Anyone considering A Z T  should 
know  about a lte rn a tive  A ID S  
treatments — none o f them yet 
recognized by U.S. medicine:
□  Ribavirin is the closest to  being 
recognized.
□  Other articles by this author have 
documented five treatment possibilities 
with strong scientific indications that 
they might be helpful, but w ith little  
medical attention or testing so far:
DNCB, A L  721, BHT, naltrexone, and 
glycyrrhizin.
□  Persons with A ID S and ARC have 
tried many treatments including herbs.

other Chinese medicine, vitamins, 
nutrition, exercise, and healthy emo- i 
tions and altitudes. Typically, those j 
who have survived in reasonably good 
health for three years or longer after an 
AIDS diagnosis have tried many dif- j 
ferent approaches and put together | 
their own individual programs out o f  ̂
the ones that worked for them. You can j 
learn more about these alternatives 
through organizations such as the San | 
Francisco A ID S Alternative Healing 
Project. A  new boo\i. Psychoimmunity 
and the Healing Process, edited by 
jason Serinus, discusses many of these 
options.

Although the current study provides 
AZT without charge, patients still w ill 
be billed for visits, for required lab 
tests, and for transfusions or other 
treatments needed for side effects caus
ed by the A Z T . Insurance companies 
might not pay these costs, because the 
drug is considered experimental.

At a public forum on AZT, spon
sored by Mobilization Against A ID S in 
San Francisco, Paul Volberding, 
M .D., chief o f the AIDS Activities 
Division at San Francisco General 
Hospital and one o f the foremost ex
perts on A Z T  and on the treatment o f 
AIDS, said that MediCal would pay 
these costs for persons with A ID S  
(ARC is a separate problem). He 
thought that other states would pay 
through comparable programs (these 
programs are tied to Federal regula
tions which recognize AIDS as a 
disability). He thought it was likely that 
private insurance companies would be 
willing to pay. when they realized that

the alternative would be to pay much 
greater costs due to the progression o f 
AIDS.

When A Z T  is licensed, it w ill be 
available through physicians without 
arbitrary restrictions, bu: it w ill no 
longer be free. Probably it will be very 
expensive.

Who Can Get 
AZT Now?
Physicians who want to use A Z T  must 
obtain a packet o f instructions and 
paperwork; they can get this inform a
tion by calling the AZT hotline, (800) 
843-9388. Anyone can call for A Z T  in
formation, but non-physicians get little 
detailed information.

Here are the patient selection rules, 
sent to physicians:
3.0 Patient Selection
3.1 Inclusion Criteria
3.12 AID S patients who have recovered 
from one or more episodes o f 
histologically confirmed Pneumocystis 
carinii pneumonia without AIDS- 
defining conditions(s) (see M M W R  
May 23, 1986) presently requiring 
systemic chemotherapy.

1548 Polk St San Francisco CA Q410P (415) 441 8413

J

441-0410

3.23 Patients receiving any potentially 
myelosuppressive drug (such as
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (Septra 
— ed). pyrimethamine-sulfa or 
DHPG). neephroioxic agent (sug as 
amphotericin B or aminoglycosides), 
or cytotoxic or other experimental 
chemotherapy for any reason.

There is no section 3.11.

Patient Selection 
Issues
Due to space limitations we w ill pass 
over the most obvious problems with 
this selection, the exclusion o f patients 
with ARC or KS but not PCP, and in
stead point out other problem areas 
which have received little attention so 
far.

The blood counts are apparently re
quired because A ZT  often causes a 
potentially dangerous reduction in 
these levels. But despite this rational 
justification, the ethical problem is that 
these rules demand blanket exclusion. 
They ignore everything about the in
dividual case, and shut the patient and 
physician out o f any role in the deci
sion.

also makes no sense from  the viewpoint 
o f patients’ welfare. It  may stem from 
scientific and administrative conve
nience. Including children would force 
dosage to be calculated by body weight, 
whereas the current study gives the 
same dose to everyone, allowing all the 
pills to be the same. Eighty percent o f 
children with A ID S are black or 
Hispanic; their parents are often im 
poverished and unable to create effec
tive protest o r political pressure.

Congress appropriated 47 m illion 
dollars for these trials so people could 
get AZT. Did Congress intend that 
chldren under 12, and anyone ill 
enough to be disabled or need frequent 
medical care, be excluded?

Humane Treatment 
and Medical Ethics

The handling o f A Z T  shows how 
patients are treated when the medical- 
corporate-regulatory system completely 

I controls the only recognized experi- 
1 mental treatment for a deadly disease. 

Life and death decisions are simply an
nounced with no input whatever from 
most o f the persons affected, or their 
physicians. Plans are kept secret until it

Not everybody wants to take AZT; 
surprisingly few  have signed up so far.

3.13 A ll patients must have a Karnof
sky performance status = 60 at en
try (see appendix I).
3.14 Laboratory parameters —  all pa
tients w ill have the following present at 
entry:

a. Total granulocyte count = 
1000/cubic millimeter

b. Hemoglobin = 9.0 gm/dl
c. Platelet count =  50,000
d. SGOT =  3 times upper lim it o f 

normal value
e. Serum creatinine =  1.5m g/dl. 

(or upper unit o f normal)
f. Positive antibody for H T L V -III/ 

LA V  confirmed by any federally licens
ed ELIS A  test kit.
3.2 Exclusion Criteria
3.21 Patients younger than 12 years of 
age.
3.22 Pregnant women, nursing mothers 
or women o f childbearing potential not 
employing barrier contraception or 
abstinence.

The innocuous-sounding “ Kamof- 
sky performance status”  rule (in the in 
clusion criteria) excludes anyone ill 
enough to be disabled, or to require 
"considerable assistance and frequent 
medical care.”  It is hard to find any 
medical grounds for this exclusion. 
A ZT  has shown good results in patients 
who have been seriously ill. These are 
the people who have the most need for 
the drug and the most reason to risk its 
dangers. They are being excluded 
because o f fear that giving A ZT  to per
sons who might die anyway would bias 
the study.

A  separate category to allow com
passionate use by those too ill to 
qualify would overcome this objection. 
But the bottom line is cost. The 
manufacturer has been w illing to pay 
for compassionate use o f AZT, and 
regulations prevent patients from pay
ing the costs.

The automatic exclusion o f children

is too late to change them. Decisions 
are made for corporate profit, scientific 
elegance, and administrative conve
nience, not for patient’ s benefit.

We cannot stress too highly that 
organized effort can promote more 
humane and rational policies. Last 
year, fo r example. Mobilization 
Against A ID S put the issue o f massive 
increases o f Federal research funding 
on the national agenda, when other 
A IDS organizations and professional 
lobbyists thought large increases were 
impossible. The result was an increase 
to over 400 m illion dollars in the cur
rent fiscal year, up from about 220 
m illion the year before.

' It can be done, i f  we support each 
! other’s work, and get involved or con

tribute as we can. ■
For more irtformation send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to John S. 
James. P.O. Box 4H256. San Francisco. 
CA 94103, or phone 1415) 282-01tO.
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The sense o i iso lation in  the g a y  com m unity 
connected so strongly -v/ith my own experiences, 
that I knew my future in c lu d e d  Shanti.

O verall the most powerful lesson I hove ex
p e rien ce d  has b een my o p en in g  u p  to fear a n d  
confronting it.

My clients a n d  friends with AIDS hove been 
wonderful teachers in  this regard.

This past year I've know n a  joy a n d  th rill 
about my life that wasn't there before m y work with 
Shanti.



SCOTT Mclen n an
I combine Shiatsu and Swedish techniques to give a 
thoroughly relaxing and therap«ulic massage You 
will not be paintully tabbed, but gradually led to a 
more relaxed stale, where you can easily lei go ol a 
great deal of tension
A CARING TOUCH THAT IS BOTH FIRM & GENTLE.
Present clients are very pleased with my work 
One 90 minute session is S3S 
S sessions (prepaid) is $145 ($30 savingsi 
Castro Area^jii hoodsy gitt cerlllicates. 621-7646

Traditional Japanese Bodywork
For over 1,400 years Japanese have refined 
amma/Massage Using their techniques 
Rodger, instructor at the amma Institute, sensi
tively applies pressure to over 140 acupuncture 
points — to stimulate energy flow, to strengthen 
internal organs and to reduce body-mind 
fatigue Stretching and release work included 
Comfortable, convenient Buena Vista location 
$30/1 'U Hr

RODGER BROOKS 863-6974

AMMA
AMMA Shiatsu IS the traditional Japanese 
massage form perfect for the oerson on the 
go'

Reduces stress and tension Unblock your 
energy channels and increase productivity In 
or Out $30 00 fr a 1 'A hour session 

Certified by the AMMA Institute 
Michael Weber 824-1628

S equo ia  ^

Y O G A  BODVWOI^1<^^
Pty«ho-Stru<tuf Jl Iniifuciloo

(415) 841-6511
t . i l l  fu i  l i i o c in i r o

MASSAGE FOR GAY MEN
GROUP OIL MASSAGE GROUP
Meeting every Sunday evening A sale space lo 
touch and be touched A chance lo get massaged by 
4-8 hands for 25 minutes 
LEARN TO MASSAGE
At a one day workshop sheets, towels oil notes
and a lunch provided
INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS
Call for Appointment
Ten years Experience Non Sexual
MILO JARVIS 863-2842

BRIAN SILVA
I otter people a tangible experience of healing 
themselves by allowing them lo take ccmpiele 
responsibility for what they create mentally 
emolionally and physically using Swedish 
Shiatsu and Polarity massage combined with 
stress management techniques and auric 
readings' A graduate SF School of Massage 
1978 I am currently working with people with 
catastrophic diseases and clients concerned 
with their general well-being $35 for 80 mm 
Castro Call 626-0877

WILLIAM BROUGHTON
Certified Massage Therapist

Swedish
Brealhwork

Acupressure
Shralsu

Quality non sexual bodywork lor people commit- 
ten to high level wetiness

Sliding Scale Flexible Hou's 474-4016

‘Expect a Miracle’: 
The Metaphysical ■ 
Alliance
The November 24 Metaphysical 
Alliance AIDS Healing Service at 
M etropolitanCom m unily Church. l.'iO 
Fureka St. w ill feature “ Fxpeci a 
M iracle" co-founder, James Baker and 
Jeffery Boggs, and Dr. Shirley B. Scott. 
M .D .’

Dr. Scott has over 18 years' ex
p e rie n c e  in  m e d ic in e  and

JOE IMMERMAN
certitied massage therapist

My aim -  reduce shess and bung about sell 
awareness
A Dowerfui vet sensitive touch will heio alleviate 
the tensions ana discomtorts of every day 
stress allowing lor better enerav how and a 
c'ea' mind and body Session — $30/90 min 

Gift Certihcales tm Cnnsimas Available

Joe Immerman — 552-0645 
(cenitifld thru Body Electric School ol Massage

JEFF GIBSON, L.M.T. 
Bodywork / Sportsmassage
I work with many athletes and dancers as well 
as people with in|uries and chronic pain due to 
sott tissue problems Also, my work is great for 
those wishing to incorporate massage into 
their stress management orograms Licensed 
and certified $30/hr
Member American Massage Therapy Assoc 
626-7095 17th & Diamond

DEEP MUSCLE MASSAGE
My sensitivity, superior training, vitality, 
strength and experience will deliver you a 
massage you can teel the positive effects from 
tor days afterwards Non sexual. swedish- 
style 90 minutes (or $35 Outcalls $45 Flexi
ble hours. Call Jim 525-5163.

MASSAGE SPECIAL
For new clients I am ottering a two hour 
Bodymeditation Massage session for $35 
Through appropriate touch, imagery, and 
movement I can help you to de-stress and to 
regain your body's sense ol |oy Treat yourself 
to two hours of bliss
Doug Fraser 863-5315

S equo ia

j

YOGA FOR GAY MEN
Learn t'ue relaxation lo manage stress and 
restore harmony to your whole being Snail 
•nendiy beginning and experienced classes oro 
vide a supportive atmosphere to learn precise 
st’etches with breathing awareness and guidec 
•neditation Tuesday evenings near I5in Street 
BART $30'4-week series oginnma montniy 
Cai' ‘or reservations'info 841-6511.

\
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■

PAST LIFE
REGRESSION THERAPY

■ -D c'e your inner seit lo develop your greatest 
pn'enria; ave-come fears bad habits sexual 
hvstjnctinr, and learn sell healing lecnmgues 
mprove se" esteem enhance taients anfl 
psych e anilities through hypnotherapy Call 
864-4426 tor Free Consultation 

THOMAS BAUMAN 
Certitied Hypnotherapist

Michael Ward Jesse Vargas
MA 0 C W Physical Therapy

Ctiiropractor, Sports Massage
Certitied Massaqe Offices In

Practitioner W  " L Oakland
160 Fillmore Contra Costa County

San Francisco San Francisco
626-0908 M 763-8794

No Ctiarqe For ^ ^6 2 6 -0 9 0 8

T riang le  H o lis tic  Health Center

psydiolhcrapy. and a private praelice 
where she integrates medical and 
holistic senices, evaluating patients 
physically, emotionally, mentally and 
spiritually. She teaches self-healing and 
awareness and maintenance o f 
wellness.

Jeffery boggs healed himself o f an 
AIDS-Rclalcd Condition (ARC).

Mr. Baker, who is a Ph.D. candidate 
in Holistic Studies, is current Director 
of “ Fxpect A Miracle.”  which is a 
holistic pre-treatment and counseling

center.
The service begins at 6;.T0 pm and is 

open to the public at no charge.
Contact l.uthcr Ballicw at 621-7187, 

or Michael 7,onta. 4.J1.8708.

SF Sex Info
Want to talk about sex? SF Sex In for
mation, a non-profit telephone in fo r
mation and referral service for women 
and men o f all lifestyles, w ill begin its 
fall train ing for volunteers and in
terested others October 11. I f  you are

curious about learning more on the 
subject of human sexuality or com
municating about sex, fo r either profes
sional or personal reasons, you will en
joy this 50-hour course which, this year 
at least, is still tax deductible.

The volunteer training staff for SFSI 
includes Hunter Morey, author of 
Demystifying Homosexuality; David 
Lourea, co-leader o f the former Bi
sexual Center; and Isadora Alman, 
who writes the fla^  Guardian's "Ask 
Isadora" column. Join them. Enrich

yourself while you help enrich your 
community. Phone 665-7300 for more 
information. n

Quan Yin Opens 
Massage School
Quan Y in Massage & Acupressure 
School now offers a complete state cer
tified acupressure program. This 9 
week, 150-hour certificate program is 
offered four times a year (Januaiy. 
A p ril, July, and October) and is taught 
by a faculty committed to holistic 
health. Our acupressure program 
enables students to interact w ith a clinic 
dedicated to accessible and affordable 
primary health care to the community 
in a healing environment. Advanced 
students w ill have the opportunity to 
gain further massage experience by 
working with people with life threaten
ing and other illnesses i f  they so choose.

Registration cost is S25 and tuition is 
$500. No previous experience or educa
tion is required. Call for more informa
tion. (415) 861-1101. 513 Valencia at 
16th Street, S F ,C A  94110. ■

Personal Myth 
Course Offered
Sean Drake w ill offer a six week course 
Creating Your Own Personal Myth on 
Monday, December 1, 1986. The 
course w ill meet in San Francisco at 
7:30 pm. Registration is lim ited to 10 
participants.

Creating Your Own Personal Myth 
is fo r people experiencing blocks to 
their own creativity or feeling unsure 
about their life ’s direction. It is for 
those searching for a vehicle to help 
manifest their goals and creative ideas 
or those interested in discovering and 
using their own creativity and talents 
to atta in the ir goals.

The course w ill cover becoming 
aware o f negative beliefs and blocks 
and releasing them, using visualization 
and trance states to become familiar 
with your potential self and your own 
inner symbology and creativity, 
creating tools for inner work and many 
other effective techniques for personal 
transformation.

Sean Drake is a Motivational and 
Goal Attainment Counselor and a 
Metaphysical Consultant. He is prac
ticed in creative visualization and 
trance meditation and has extensive ex
perience in personal and group 
dynamics training. Call 863-1514 for 
information and registration. ■

Evening of 
Prophecy
Kevin Ryerson, trance channel, will 
present “ /\n  Evening o f Prophecy" on 
Friday, December 5,7-10:30 pm at the 
Unitarian Center, 1187 Franklin at 
Geary Streets, San Francisco. Registra
tion is through pre-payment o f  $50, 
and early registration is strongly advis
ed. For further information, please 
contact Jason Serinus at (415) 
652-2180.

Through the formats o f lecture, 
question and answer, and trance 
chanelling, participants w ill have the 
opportunity to  jo in  Kevin Ryerson and 
Spirit in accessing prophetic informa
tion. Emphasis w ill be placed on align
ing with the concept o f prophecy as a 
method o f  personal transformation and 
developing a futuristic vision for collec
tive well-being.

Kevin Ryerson is best known for his 
close associa tion w ith  Sh irley 
MacLaine, as documented in the books 
Out on a Limb  and Dancing in the 
Light, and the November T V  m ini
series, Out on a Limb. A  trance chan
nel working in the tradition o f Fxlgar 
Cayce and Jane Roberts, he has taught 

j  and lectured in the field o f para
psychology for the last 14 years. His 

t contributions to the book Psychoim
munity and the Healing Process: A 
Holistic Approach to Immunity and 
AIDS, evidence his ability to access 
both highly technical information and 

 ̂ information o f a more philosophic and 
spiritual nature which speaks to the 
heart o f the human experience.

Sentinel
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A b o u t th e  Bay A rea  A u th o rs
r o r  BrucB Boone, wanting to be a writer was tied 
up with things beyond writing — "wonderful 
sublime experiences . . .  or even vulgar stuff like 
wanting to be famous. It was the non-writing things 
that made me want to w rite ." The author of several 
books including the story collection. My Walk with 
Bob, Boone's new novel will be published next year. 
He is originally from Portland, Oregon, and has done 
graduate work at the University of California/ 
Berkeley. " I  write best in the mornings. . . or after 
a good walk or run ," Boone says. "The better I 
feel, the better I w rite ." He loves horror films, 
especially "anything with vampires," and feels 
compelled to warn everyone to avoid the colorized 
version of Night ol the Living Dead.

Brought up a Southerner and a Catholic, Patrick 
Hoctel says his early literary influences included 
Flannery C’Connor, Graham Greene ("very Catholic 
writers who deal with issues of morality and gu ilt"), 
and "o f course, Faulkner." He moved to San Fran
cisco in 1982 and taught at the University of Santa 
Clara before putting in three years as a technical 
writer in the Silicon Valley, Currently dividing his 
time between writing fiction and freelance articles 
and working as a private investigator, Hoctel lives 
with his lover Ed, and "our two cats — Fanny (the 
daughter) and Ouinto (the son)," His story, "Slave 
of Babylon,”  appears in the most recent issue of 
The James White Review.

A fte r  seven years as a student and waiter in Long 
Island, Kevin Killian moved to San Francisco on 
Halloween, 1980. He only meant to be here a short 
while but "stayed and stayed and stayed." Current
ly the editor of the literary journal Mirage, Killian is 
also the co-director of the reading series at Small 
Press Traffic and responsible for the review column 
in the store newsletter, Traflic, as well. He still finds 
time, though, to watch the soap Santa Barbara every 
weekday ( " I ’m a member of the official Santa Bar
bara Fan Club.” ). His story in Men on Men is a 
chapter from his novel in progress, Shy. and he is 
also working on a series of memoirs entitled 
Bedrooms Have Windows.

M y  life is a frontal attack on six different things 
at once,”  Robert Gluck confesses. Renowned poet 
and author of the recent novel, Jack the Modernist, 
Gluck also teaches creative writing at San Francisco 
State, edits for Lapis Press, and runs an oft-carnpus 
writing workshop. So what does he do when he’s 
not writing or working? " I  like prosaic things more 
than outlandish things," he says. " I  like to cook, 
watch TV. . . and I ’m dating now which has its 
pleasures and terrors." Gluck lists his literary 
favorites as John Keats, William Burroughs, Frank 
O'Hara, and Marcel Proust. Like Proust, he prefers 
to write in bed.

Recently returned from a trek in Kashmir, Sam 
D’Allesandro says he does "a  lot of traveling.
I ’m out of the country two months out of the year." 
A San Francisco resident for six years, D’Allesandro 
is the author of a book of poetry. Slippery Sins, and 
is completing a story collection. Writing hasn’t been 
his only interest, but he made a decision to put 
aside photograpny and acting because they took up 
too much of his time and energy. " I  still do some 
performance work, though," D’Allesandro admits 
and says he relaxes by creating sculptures out of 
television sets. His story, "M y Day with Judy”  will 
appear in the next issue ol Mirage and another one, 
"Jane and Sam," is forthcoming in Yellow Silk.

In  the tradition of Ambrose Bierce and Hart Crane, 
Wallace Parr is the mystery man of the San Fran- 
cisco writers in Men on Men. He has lived in New 
York and has attended Rober Gluck's writing 
workshop, but neither Gluck nor the other writers 
know where he is now. Reportedly, Parr left for 
Tangiers, then recently returned to San Francisco. 
Attempts to locate him have proved unsuccessful. 
" I t  you find him ." says Gluck, " te ll him I’d like to 
talk to h im ."

he book Men on Men (New American Library, 
$9.95, paper), is a compelling, recently published 
collection of contem porary fiction — but with a  dif
ference. Men on Men presents new work (much 
of it previously unpublished) by many of the best 
gay male fiction writers working today, featuring an 
amazing lineup of local talent. San Francisco writers 
Bruce Boone, Sam D ’Allesandro, Robert Gluck, Patrick 
Hoctel, Kevin Killian, and Wallace P arr all contribute 
especially strong work, helping to dispel the myth that 
New York dominates the literary scene.

Even more important, tliough, is the 
book's range in subject matter and i 
writing style. This is the first collection 
o f what might be called post-AIDS 
literature, writing which examines gay 
men’s uniqueness and universality, our 
shortcomings, strengths, pain and 
humor with the vigor o f a people who 
insist on surviving, who want to live.

Modem gay fia ion  has only de- , 
veloped in the last decade, the first • 
wave appearing in the late seventies. 
Such works as Dancer From the 
Dance, The Lure, dadNocturesfor the 
King o f Naples explored homosexual!- . 
ty not as a purely psychological issue, 
not as something to be explained, 
studied, or condemned, but as one 
component in the broad spectrum o f 
social reality. In the early and mid
eighties there was a second wave. A 
Boy’s Own Story, Nights in Aruba, 
The Family o f Max Desir and other 
novels were based in the seemingly uni
que pain (and joy) o f coming out and 
growing up, but then extended to a 
universal plane o f human experience. 
Now', as the eighties wane. Men on 
Men arrives, a sampler o f  the ne.xt | 
wave.

As might be expected, AIDS makes 
numerous appearances in the collec
tion, Yet it is not pervasive. The disease 
is treated as a fact o f life, sometimes 
taking center stage, sometimes making 
only a cameo, other times not appear
ing at all. In his selection from his novel 
in progress, Robert Ferro takes us into 
the life o f  M ark Valerian, a person with 
AIDS, and his close knit family. “ Se
cond Son”  is a rich, elaborate evoca
tion of familial ties and conflicts in a 
time of crisis. Marks stays on alone in 
the large seaside home his deceased 
mother had renovated, trying to con
nect the past with the present, trying to 
understand his role in the family. He is 
sustained by the love o f his sisters, 
brother, and father, but also becomes 
aware o f  his difference and solitude.

While melancholy and introspective, 
"Second Son" is not depressing. There 
is a sense o f transcendence. The house, 
built by an old sea captain to suggest a 
ship, seems ready to move forward, 
break its moorings and take Mark 
toward a peace, a reconciliation with 
the past and an obliteration o f the 
future. Because this selection sets up so 

Contlnund on page 24



There's no better way to reach the local gay market on a year-round basis 
than by advertising in the Golden Gate Business Association Directory of 
Business and Professional Services. 10,000 copies of the 1986 Directory 
have been distributed throughout the Bay Area. And you don't have to be 
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PATRICK HOCTEL

De Niro & Irons 
Share Misbegotten 
* Mission’
I f The Mission had a little less violence and a bit more 

of a love interest, it would be a sure-fire candidate for 
next year’s Best Picture Oscar. What is surprising is that 
the film has already taken this year’s Golden Palm (Best 
Picture) award at Cannes where the judges usually show 
more discrimination. The Mission is a movie that yearns 
after epic status, but never really comes close.

On the surface, however, all the
elements are there. Two respected stars, 
Jeremy Irons and Robert De N iro, 
head the cast. The Ennio Morricone 
score, enhanced by Lucas T H X  sound, 
literally shakes the theatre during the 
“ big”  scenes. (It fa irly announces 
them.) The scenery is gorgeous and 
“ sweeping”  — much o f the film  was 
shot in the rain forest above the Iguazu 
Falls on the border o f Argentina and 
Brazil where the press packet notes, 
“ water rushes over a 2(K)-foot precipice 
at the astounding rate o f 62,000 cubic 
feet per second.”  It/s  breathtaking and 
beautifully captured by cinematog
rapher Chris Menges who gives the film  
a soft, inviting glow.

And who else to write the screenplay 
about zealous Jesuits protecting their 
converts in mid-18th century South 
America daring territorial upheavals 
but Robert Bolt? Bolt, o f course, also 
wrote Lawrence o f Arabia, Doctor 
Zhivago, and Ryan’s Daughter, which 
were all directed by David Lean. 
Although Roland Joffe (The Killing 
Fields) is the director here The Mission 
has the trappings of a Lean extravaganza.

Despite all this — or maybe to a cer
tain extent because o f it — the film  re
mains curiously uninvolving. Unlike 
Lawrence o f Arabia or Doctor 
Zhivago, there’s no pivotal figure to 
serve as a catalyst — to spur or tug this 
would-be speaacular along. The two

I main charactes. Father Gabriel 
(Jeremy Irons) and Rodrigo Mendoza 
(Roben De N iro) — “ one a man o f the 

I cloth, one a man o f the sword,”  never 
quite come to life. You don’t learn 

, enough about them to fully compre- 
j hend why they are like they are (Men

doza’s “ redemption”  is particularly 
murky and bogus) or to care. The two’s 

' relationship, crucial to the story, lacks 
the depth that would make their final 
schism dramatic and meaningful.

The Guarani, whose fate provides 
! the film ’s raison d’etre — the mission 
I (one o f them, anyway) referred to in 

the title — are depicted as a tribe.
, They’ re not individualized (with two 
I m inor exceptions —  the chief and Men- 
' doza’s adolescent companion), so 
i they’ re not terribly vivid, either. You 

care about what happens to them, but 
' i t ’ s not like what you feel for a 

character you’ re personally involved 
I with — for example, the doctor in A 

Passage to India (another Lean film), 
who comes to represent the injustices 
done to the Indian people as a whole.

The p a rt o f  Papal Legate 
Altam irano (wonderfully played by 
Ray McAnally) works out best because 
the role is both complex and well- 
developed. M cAnally is the glue in the 
picture; he keeps the whole middle part 
o f the film  from collapsing while com
manding every scene he’s in. When he 
exits from the proceedings (he doesn’t

‘Tea in the Harem’
Insider’s Look 
at Immigrant 
Euro-Teens
Tea in the Harem by French-Algerian newcomer Mehdi 

Charef is an exciting find. A semi-autobiographical 
Film based on C harefs novel, it portrays the friendship 
between two teenage drifters, one an Algerian immigrant, 
in the low-income housing projects on the outskirts of 
Paris. It manages to present the life it depicts from a 
point of view which neither patronizes nor romanticizes. 
This is no “ how the other half lives,’’ for it was written 
and directed by someone who loved it.

Charef grew up. Interior shots are lov
ingly framed in a way that evidences a 
profound claustrophobia yet points up

Mehdi Charefs success story is one 
that you don't see happening in today’s 
.American film industry. He was a fac
tory worker in Paris for 13 years, 
writing notes for screenplays on the 
job . Eventually he was convinced to 
turn his script for Tea In The Harem 
into a novel as a way o f more effeaively 
attracting studio attention. The novel 
was a critical success and was picked up 
by Costa-Gavras and his wife Michele 
Ray-Gavras, who acted as executive 
producer for the film . They gave 
Charef a free hand to direct.

As a result the film  never departs 
from  an insider’s vision. Much o f it was 
filmed in the housing project where

Born again: Robert De Niro (left) finally makes eye contact with Jeremy Irons in a 
moment of spiritual awakening from “The Mission."
return until after the climax), the movie 
plods except for the brilliantly o r
chestrated battle scenes, one o f the few 
times The Mission fulfills its epic 
potential. I t ’ s no accident that the last 
snippet o f  film  after the credits roll 
shows Altam irano looking into the 
camera, candidly assessing the au
dience. He deserves the final nod.

Unfortunately, Altamirano is on the 
screen fo r perhaps, third o f the film . 
The movie often flounders the rest o f 
the time. An especially excruciating se
quence occurs when Mendoza, in ex
piation for his sins (he’s been a slave 
trader, a mercenary, and he’s killed his 
brother), drags a heavy net full o f armor 
and other assorted military parapher
nalia above the Iguaza Falls to where 
the Guarani live.

I lost count o f how many times De 
N iro slipped face down in the slime, 
how any times his bundle slid back 
down the mountainside. The director 
was no doubt making an analogy to 
Calgary and/or Sisyphus, but after a 
while, the audience began to titter with 
each tumbje. Mendoza’s expiation

the particular intimacies common to  
families in close quarters. The 
beautifully shot exteriors express a 
similarly complex attitude, neither shy
ing away from nor over-aestheticizing 
the squalor o f the projects, while com
municating both the youthful energy 
and the dead-pan desperation o f the 
two friends who aimlessly traverse the 
scenery.

The immigrant Madjid. as played by 
Kader Boukhanef, expresses a tense 
ambivalence as much through his tired 
eves and ever-buoyant gait as through

became a series o f muddy pratfalls, and 
by the time he reached the Guarani, the 
question was not whether or not he’d 
been saved but could the make-up peo
ple possibly cake any more mud on 
him. No one, not even De N iro, can j 
carry o ff a dramatic scene bordering on 
farce when the foundation for it hasn’t 
been properly laid. (And — a minor 
gripe — are we really supposed to : 
swallow De N iro and Aidan Quinn as | 
Spanish brothers Rodrigo and Felipe 
Mendoza? I t ’s much more ludicrous [ 
than Sidney Pollack wanting us to ac
cept Robert Redford as Englishman 
Denys Finch Hatton in last year’s epic. 
Out o f A frica).

A serious flaw in the film , briefly 
mentioned, is how the Guarani are por
trayed. As in most epics, the natives 
seem to be around to supply color — a 
touch o f the exotic — and a reason for 
the white Europeans or Americans to 
be there. They’ re a problem that must 
be dealt w ith, decided upon. The only 
Guarani who comes close to being a 
real character is the boy (Bercelio 
Moya, one o f the 350 Wuanana In-

his interactions with his family and with 
Pat (newcomer Remi M artin — a 
French Mickey Rourke). Too French 
for his mother’s taste yet too Algerian 
to land a job , he has fallen in with the 
more delinquent Pat and the two pick
pocket, rob, pimp and mug their way 
through their days.

The image o f Madjid’s father, whose 
situation has rendered him a childlike 
mute, is one o f the most poignant 
manifestations o f the impotence o f their 
lives. A  particularly moving moment is 
in a scene where he is placed on a sofa 
staring ahead o f him, and Madjid must 
tilt his father's chin slightly to the side 
so that he will be facing the television.

The balance o f pathos and humor, 
o f tell-it-like-it-is bluntness and em
pathy, expertly lets us in on this life 
without loading us down with easy 
answers. There is a refreshing unpredic
tability both formally and at the level of 
plot. A  black and white flashback of 
the boys’ school days is inserted, silent 
but for the .sound of a 16 mm projector 
running the memory/“ film .”  Fittingly, 
this bit recalls Jean Vigo’s Zero de 
Conduite (the film was awarded the 
Prix Jean Vigo in 1985).

Promotional hype to the contrary, 
this is neither another 400 Blows nor 
another My Beautiful Laundrette. 
Charef has clearly absorbed the best of 
what he has seen, particularly o f New 
Wave cinema, but what he gives us is 
another wave entirely. Tea in the 
Harem is well deserving o f its many in
ternational awards, which include the 
Cesar (French Oscar) for best first film. 
Best Film at the Madrid Film Festival, 
and the Chicago Film Festival’s Silver 
Hugo. It is a film  which is unafraid to 
lay out key questions o f urban survival 
in the I980’s in all their complexity.

dians from  Colombia who appear as 
the Guarani) who tags after Mendoza 
like Sam Jaffe followed the troops in 
Gunga Din. This Guarani is friendly, 
faithful, and although mischievous, 
obedient. How far Aove we come from 
Sabu? There’s a veneer o f sensitivity 
here, but the same kind o f mentality 
seems to be at work. I f  just one o f the 
Guarani had anything approaching a 
role, then perhaps The Mission could 
have been more o f a film  and less o f a 
failed epic.

Although the movie strains for 
revelance with its postscript about the 
priests o f today who are fighting 
alongside “ the people”  for their rights, 
i t ’s hard to accept the parallel when the 
people Aere are painted as a convenient 
backdrop for the working out o f the 
white man’s angst and aggressions. The 
Guarani’ s story becomes ane.veuse for 
an epic, not a cause for making a film . 
The note o f topicality The Mission 
sounds is a false and misleading one. 
(Now playing at the Cinema 21, 
Chestnut and Steiner) ■

‘Sid & Nancy’: 
Romancing 
the Stoned
Alex Cox’s intended title for his new film Sid & Nancy 

was Love Kills until that title was legally claimed by 
an author who had used the name for a little-known 
book. Love Killed is more like it, though; 5/i/ <& Nancy, a 
biography based on the romance of Sex Pistols bassist Sid 
Vicious and his groupie girlfriend Nancy Spungen, is the 
story of two lost souls who find in each other the perfect 
negative soulmates, the ideal co-pilots for a journey 
straight to hell.

The film  opens in London during the 
latter half o f the 70s and anarchy rules; 
the streets are a battleground for 
the lower classes as schoolgirls bash 
cars with cricket bats. From the first 
moment we meet her, Nancy is already 
well into heroin addietion, living a 
smash-and-grab junkie existence. She 
traipses desperately after the obviously 
long-gone relationship between her and 
another in what is no doubt a long line 
of abusive rock musicians. After being 
publicly dumped, her first lone en
counter with Sid is a gem— as Nancy 
bangs her bloodied fists against a brick 
wall in frustration, Sid impresses her by 
going her one further, smashing his 
head against the bricks. Her awe is ob
vious and she offers to share the onlv

thing she knows well— smack.
I t ’ s when the two eventually get 

together and get high that the 
chemistry— a perfect term for this syn
thetically-induced romance—begins. 
Sid. whose apathetic attitude extends to 
include sexual ennui, finds himself 
kneeling before Nancy, tearing open 
her fish-nets in order to kiss her toes at 
her command. From here, Sid and 
Nancy’s relationship takes o ff like a 
parallel universe romance in which 
shooting dope and throwing up are the 
order o f the day. The norm is skewed, 
and the anti-dreams o f a punk relation
ship are compelling material. Sid & 
Nancy strive and live a life bereft of 
responsibilities and are thus left with 

Contunued on page 22



THEATRE
RANDY LYMAN

A C T  i n  G o o d  H e a l t h

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
Offers Comic 
Prognosis For Today
The American Conservatory Theatre is once again 

relevant. After starving theatre-goers last season on 
such empty calories as Noel Coward and the Wakefield 
miracle plays, the West Coast’s premier regional theatre 
offers a restorative shot in the arm with George Bernard 
Shaw’s medicinal The Doctor’s Dilemma, directed by 
Joy Carlin.

ACT staged another, lesser-known 
Shaw piece last season—Ko// Never 
Can Tell—and as I sat in the theatre 
then I kept asking myself: Why are they 
doing this play? One o f the criteria for 
including a certain play (over thous
ands o f others equally good) in a 
season must be that the play has a cer
tain contemporary importance, how
ever one might define that. You Never 
Can Tell was essentially domestic flu ff, 
fu ll o f Shavian wit and sarcasm, to  be 
sure, but holding, I think, little  more 
than historical or dramaturgical 
curiosity for today’s audiences. On the 
other hand. The Doctor's Dilemma, 
while not one o f Shaw’s best plays, is 
downright relevant. One might almost 
imagine it a modem satire by a living 
playwright, set in Edwardian England 
to  cloak his paradistic intent.

Shaw’s topic for dissection is nothing 
less than the choices doctors must make 
about which o f their patients gets to  live 
and which not. Dr. Ridgeon. who has 
just been made a knight in recognition 
o f his advances with innoculations for 
tuberculosis, is besought by a young 
woman to cure her ailing husband. 
Redgeon refuses, until he realizes that

the young man is an artist o f consider
able talent and “ worth saving." He 
relents, but only to foist him o ff on 
another doctor. Sir Bloomfield- 
Bonington, as a pretext to let the artist 
die so that he. Ridgeon. can marry the 
widow, with whom he falls in love. As a 
th ird doctor later wryly observes, k ill
ing a patient and letting “ B.B .”  cure 
him “ amount to  the same th in g ."

The artist proves to be a scoundrel 
and money-gmbber o f the first degree, 
whose topsy-turvy moral code by turns 
offends, infuriates and flabbergasts the 
team o f five doctors who must decide 
which o f  them, if  any, w ill attempt a 
cure. Yet Shaw, ever the fa ir fighter, 
arms the artist with telling, v irtua lly 
heretical ideas that pierce over and over 
the rusty moral armor o f the doctors 
themselves.

And what a pack o f quacks they 
are—although that’s not entirely a fair 
statement. In their day they were 
respected men o f science, knights o f the 
British Empire. Each has his pet theory 
on how to cure disease, any disea.se: the 
“ compulsory”  removal o f something 
called a “ nuciform sac;" stimulation o f 
the body’s “ phagocytes;”  innoculation

#
William Paterson (left), Sydney Walker (center) and Peter Uonat from Shaw’s 
“ The Doctor’s Dilemma" — still asking questions about a most uncertain profession.

THEATRE
JOHN J. POWERS

‘Visions of Beckett^
The Benefit 
of Many Douhts
What is theatre supposed to do? Why are some

people still thrilled by the prospect o f sitting in the 
dark and watching others perform or “ entertain”  in front 
of them? Does an audience possess “ power” in a certain 
sense, or are they just filling time? And speaking of time; 
Why are people attracted to rhythmic representations of 
reality (songs, poems, stories) more than static or other
wise disjointed presentations? And last, how does the ele
ment of rhythym coincide with the concept of ritual in 
modem theatre?

with “ opsonin;" eating a pound o f 
plums. One even relates how he acci
dentally injected two patients with each 
other’s anti-toxins, and when they were 
cured anyway, he realized he could 
begin “ giving anti-toxin injections in 
discriminately.”

Their practices (read malpractices) 
are truly comical, until one remembers 
that affairs are no different today. 
Doctors still haggle over whose diet 
plan is most effective, argue about the 
effects and side effects o f new drugs, 
and wage virtual war over how AIDS is I 
transmitted. For their day, Shaw’s | 
doctors were no less scientific than our ; 
own. and ours no more reliable than , 
Shaw’s.

The production quality is generally ' 
very good, although I have a couple [ 
nits to pick. Joy C arlin ’s even direction i 
flags inexplicably at times, and occa- i

the simple realm o f memory. Touching i 
without being sentimental. The Old 
Tune views history as an impossibly 
romantic lie, but valid all the same. I t ’ s 
certainly the most conventional play 1  ̂
would associate with the name 
“ Beckett,”  but it ’ s still extremely effec
tive.

The rest o f the evening is markedly 
removed from these first two plays: 
Ohio Impromptu was written recently 
by Beckett for d ireaor Stan Gontarski. 
Again, Beckett conems himself with a 
theme o f dislocation and the inability 
to really communicate. Two men in 
long, stringy white wigs, wearing black 
roibes, are huddled over a table. One 
o f them recites from a book while the 
other occasionally correct his friend’s 
pace or the placement o f words, by 
knocking on the table. A t the end, they 
lift their heads into a bright overhead 
light to reveal corpse-like countenances.

Ohio Impromptu reportedly was in
spired by Beckett’s association, in the 
1920s, with James Joyce. In any event.

sionally the actors don’ t seem to know 
what to do with their hands and bodies. 
Shaw’s singular g ift is an extraordinary 
facility fo r turning exposition o f ideas 
into dramatic conflict, and Carlin 
handles the challenge with ability. 1 was 
glad to see Peter Donat given a chal
lenging and meaty role as Ridgeon 
(unlike some o f his recent roles), 
though at times he falls back on man
nerism to convey character. Jesse 
H o llis ’ protean set and Derek Duarte’s 
lighting both reflect a refreshing excel
lence in AC T’S production values. 
Drew Eshelman, Sydney Walker, 
Barry Kraft, W illiam  Paterson and 
Tony Amendola performed wonderful
ly as Donat’s wacky colleagues.

See The Doctor's Dilemma. It may 
inspire you to stay healthy.

Through December 5 at ACT. Call 
67.V6440. ■

n  Mixed Metaphor of the Month 
Award for November to . .  . Berkeley 
Rep’s artistic director Sharon O tt 
(quoted in Datebook, Nov. 2, 1986). 
Asked about BR’s search for an addi
tional stage space, Ott replied “ We 
have several feelers out at the moment, 
but none o f them has come home to 
roost ye t."
□  Get Your TKkets Now for . . . 
MAGI. SOON 3, probably the West 
Coast’s permier avant-garde perfor- 
group, is collaborating with the 
phenomenal Kronas Quartet in its most 
ambitious “ performance landscape" 
ever, opening December 5th at Theater 
Artaud. Call 621-7797.
□  A Narrow Bed. A  new play at the 
Eureka Theatre by Ellen McLaughlin, 
who was featured in the Eureka’s pro
duction o f Fen last season. Opens 
November 26th. Call 558-9898.

it is a lim ited work. Considering 
Beckett’ s penchant for black humor, 
one has to wonder i f  he didn’t write this 
as a joke for those who commissioned 
the piece.

The last play, IVhat Where, is the 
evening’s wittiest offering; a brief com
mentary associating patriarchal religion

to communicate Beckett’s sense o f loss 
and lethargy. The actors — Luce. 
Peichen, L ipton and Wagner — are all 
extraordinary. B ill Brewer’s costumes 
are wisely understated, as is the lighting 
design by Joe Dignan.
□  I ’m a little  hesitant about writing a 
review o f Oscar Wilde’s So/ome, now

The plays don't invite criticism 
as much as a kind o f curiosity 

or skepticism as to 
the nature of theatre.

These questions arc suggested to me 
by the four one-act plays compromis
ing Visions o f Beckett, at the Magic 
Theatre until December 14. The plays 
don’t invite criticism as much as a kind 
o f curiosity or skepticism as to the 
nature o f theatre. As with Beckett’s 
more well-known works, the plays trap 
and transcend reality; they bring us 
down to earth and then split it open, 
and here we discover feelings and ideas 
taken for granted, examined an;l 
assaulted by the playwright.

The first play. Rough fo r  Theatre I. 
was written by Beckett in the late ’ 50s 
after the success o f his Endgame. A 
man with one leg and a blind man con
front each other’s desperation and 
naivete. W ith hesitant words and 
fragile bodies, they eventually attempt 
to reach beyond their own fears, only 
to be thwarted by the pressing realities

o f their separate experience. Still, they 
arc remarkable survivors. The actors, 
Richard Wagner and Tom Luce, 
b r i l l ia n t ly  a rticu la te  the w c ll-  
roundedness o f these characters.

The O ld Tune comes next. This 
might be viewed as the most oul-of- 
place piece since it is not “ abstract" 
and, in fact, the naturalistic portrayals 
o f Dave Peichert and Morgan Lipton 
dominate the .script. Beckett translated 
a French play by Robert Pinget and 
transplanted the characters to Dublin. 
The characters spend most o f their time 
reminiscing and correcting each other’s 
memories o f life from the turn o f the 
century up to the first world war. Apart 
from the wondrous aaing o f Peichert 
and L ip ton, the beauty o f this work 
may lie in the faa that it seems con
cerned with something above ordinary 
recollection, yet it really doesn’t leave

with fascism, naturally enough. The 
white-painted faces o f the actors are 
spotlighted near the ceiling above the 
stage as they are confronted by a 
similar white-faced deity. The humor o f 
the piece is curiously self<onscious 
without being indulgent.

Director Stan Gontarski is to  be 
commended for what he was able to  get 
out o f his actors: living, breathing 
characters whose vitality is so necessary

Tom Luce (left) and Dave Peichart from the 
Magic Theatre’s “ Visions of Beckett.”

at Theatre Rhinoceros. The play itself 
is an interesting meditation on the 
Biblical tale o f  a confrontation between 
pious John (the Baptist) and the licen
tious daughter o f Herod. This produc
tion is a deadly combination o f preten
tious direction, by Phillipe Roy, and 
uncertain acting by most of the cast. 
Roy “ updated”  the story to an uniden
tified M iddle Eastern country (ap
parently haunted by the Ayatollah 
Koumeini, whose image suddenly ap
pears at the end o f the play!).

Worst thing o f all is the inconsistent 
use o f o ld English among the actors. 
Perhaps W ilde ’s script contains all o f 
the “ thines”  and “ thous”  here, but 
you need extremely accomplished ac
tors to  pull o ff  such language. Besides, 
what’s the point, i f  you’ re updating 
everything else?

One o f the things that occurred to me 
as I watched this Salome is that direc
tor Roy doesn’t seem aware o f the fact 
that W ilde is talkingoAow ritual here; 
the play is actually naturalistic, and 
w ha t’ s needed arc well-draw n 
characters, not obscene caricatures. 
Above a ll, this production has no pas
sion whatsoever —  and the story of 
Salome especially as rendered by 
Wilde, is nothing without i t  . ■

POP
MICHAEL MASCIOLI

Generic ‘Rain’ —  
it’s Simpiy Aii Wet
I n a perfect world, thousands of homeless

Americans who wiU have no turkey this Thanksgiving 
would be able to eat a portion oiSingin’ in the Rain, the 
stage musical based on the 1952 film. But, then, in a 
perfect world there would be no Singin’ in the Rain — 
not this adaptation, anyway.

NowattheOrpheum Theatre,/?am 5 i 
yet another example o f latter-day ' 
Broadway’s anemic state: original 
musicals and musicals based on a 
dramatic source are now rivaled by 
musicals based on other musicals. 
Singin’ in the Rain, at least in its cur
rent incarnation, has been calculated to j 
duplicate as nearly as possible the 
famous film  version. Only two Nació 
Herb Brown-Arthur Freed songs, for I 
example, have been interpolated into a ! 
score almost lopheavy with standards |
— I ’ve Got A  Feeling’ You ’ re | 
Foolin’ ,’ ’ “ Make ‘Em Laugh,”  “ A ll 1 | 
Do Is Dream O f Y ou ,”  “ You Were 
Meam For Me,”  “ You Are My Lucky 
Star”  and, o f course the title tune.

The show has been restaged by direc
tor Lawrence Kasha and choreographer 
Peter Gennaro for its national tour, but 
Singin' in the Rain entered the annals 
o f entertainment infamy as the musical 
which marked the Broadway directorial 
debut — and, presumably, swan song
—  o f choreographer Twyla Tharp. It 
was plagued by problems from its in 
ception (not least her apparent 
disinterest in the project), and Rain 
struggled to stay afloat on Broadway 
for several months before sinking to its 
watery grave.

Still, bad as it was, by all accounts,
I ’d have preferred Tharp ’s production
— not because I enjoy dancing on a ] 
grave, but because this production 
lacks even the smallest spark o f innova
tion or inspiration, except in  its 
technical aspects. I ’d rather wimess an 
artist’s failure, even for want o f trying, 
than a generic Broadway musical —  at- 
trartive, colorful, empty — fashioned 
by second-rate craftsmen like Kasha 
and Gennaro.

Besides, there are serious faults in 
the show that can hardly be attributed 
to Tharp: The stale libretto, fo r in 
stance, credited to Betty Comden and 
Adolph Greene (though the absence o f 
their bios from the playbill gives one 
pause) and, for all practical purposes, 
an almost verbatim adaptation o f  their 
original screenplay. Singin’ in the Rain 
tells a lighthearted tale o f Hollywood 
during the advent o f the talkies and its 
effect on the careers o f  silent screen 
stars. But humor changes from genera
tion to generation and with a few ex
ceptions, what had them rolling in the 
aisles in ’52 does not have them split
ting a gut today. The line that gets the 
loudest laugh in the entire first ha lf 
hour is “ Dignity, my ass!”  ( I f  I said 
you had to be there. I ’d be lying.)

Given the unfunny script, perhaps 
the most we should expect from  the ac
tors is some conviction. They sing and 
dance well enough, and you’d be th rill
ed to have any one o f  them in your 
summer stock production. But Kasha’s 
directorial guidance fails to elicit lively, 
lifelike performances; the cardboard 
characters caught in úúsRain are just a 
bunch o f drips. Tharp’ s cast, at least, 
yielded performers like Don Correa 
who, appropriately enough, took New 
York by storm in the role originated by 
Gene Kelly.

Donn Simione, Correa’s replace
ment here, has good looks for days and 
charisma for minutes, even seconds. As 
his sidekick. Brad Moranz, w ith his 
goofy look and his tumed-up hat, is 
obviously supposed to aspire to  the ir 
ritating Donald O ’Connor, which is 
ridiculous, and comes up short, which 
is even more ridiculous. Cynthia Ferrer

(a role created by Debbie Reynolds), as 
the young, wholesome aaress, is bland 
and a little w impy. As a whining, 
scheming silver screen goddess, Jen
nifer Smith simply goes through the 
motions, even i f  they are the right ones.
Only manic A lan Sues, the Laugh-In 
alumnus, has any panache in the sup
porting role o f a frustrated film  direc
to r, though he, too, is ultimately 
defeated by the script.

I t ’ s hard to know exactly how, and 
how much of, Tharp ’s choreography 
was reworked fo r the touring produc
tion, but much o f  the o rig in^  Gene 
Kelly-Stanley Donen choreography has 
been resurrected. In an amazing re
creation o f the film ’s classic sequence,
Simione cavorts in an actual downpour 
onstage; but the rain tends to eclipse 
the singin’ , and even the all too fam iliar 
dancin.’

And only literally is that rain-soaked

Donn Simione stars in a soggy national tour of 
“ Singin’ in the Rain.”

street the splashiest o f Peter W o lfs  
sets, which consistently dwarf, in im 
agination as well as size, the goings-on 
in front o f them. On “ Broadway 
Melody”  his dazzling panorama o f the 
Great White Way outshmes anything in 
42nd Street. The stage virtually 
screams “ Production!.' Number!!!, ”  
but the staging mumbles “ d-d-dance" 
as Gennaro sends Simione hoofing 
around the stage while the strangely 
static chorus supplies some tepid tap
ping. And the finale, when all three 
protagonists are caught in that persis
tent storm, is nothing more than badly 
staged bows. Despite all the efforts to 
play it safe by sticking closely to the 
film , there is no safety in numbers as 
parched as these.

The charming and tuneful “ Good 
Morning,”  though — also lifted direct
ly from the film  — lifted our spirits, a 
number so buoyant it easily keeps its 
head above water.

Robert Fletcher’s costumes and 
Thomas Shelton’s lighting have their 
effective moments, and in every aspect, 
really,5//igf/t ’ />! the Rain maintains at 
least a minimum level o f Broadway- 
musical proficiency. It is bad not by 
virtue o f any dreadful things that it 
does, but because o f the wonderful 
things that it fails to do — invent, in
spire, challenge, amuse, satisfy.

As such, it  is a musical totally 
without a raison d ’etre (unless your 
idea o f a bargain is paying $34 to see it 
rain indoors), a washed-out carbon 
copy o f a classic movie musical. The 
national tour oiSingin ’ in the Rain was 
sponsored by 7-Up, but it  should have 
been sponsored by Xerox.

O r, better yet, Foster Farms. ■

The Dick Kramer
Gay Men’s Chorale presents...

SOUND 
THE
TRUMPET!

M ozart, M e n d e lsso h n , R o rem  & A rg e n to

S A T., N O V . 15, 1986 at 8:00 p.m 
St. John the Evangelist Church 
1661 15th St., SF (16th St. DART)

S A T . N O V . 22 , 1986 at 8:00 p.m.
1st Congregational Church 
Post &  Mason, SF--near Union Sq.

SU N . N O V . 23 , 1986 at 4:00 p.m.
1st Unitarian Church” 1187 Franklin, SF

T IC K E T S : $8 Advance, $10 at Door 
$8 Students and Seniors
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Charge by Phone: (415) 392-7469
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Arts Analysis
A Darkened House: 
Summer Opera Ends
The cancellation of the Summer Opera Season is

lamentable from many different perspectives. Further
more, this administrative action has grave implications 
about the quality and nature of what the San Francisco 
Opera is — implications that I believe have not been fully 
thought through.

The summer season was in many 
the Opera's response to the building of 
Davies Hall and the ending o f the close 
association that had existed between 
the SF Opera and the SF Symphony 
since 1923. In order to attract an o r
chestra o f sufficient quality now that it 
could not use the Symphony musicians, 
the Opera felt that it had to offer its 
prospective musicians enough work to 
give them a livable base salary.

Previous to the building o f Davies 
Hall the Opera had been part o f a 
package deal that gave a nearly year-

round job to instrumentalists and many 
other staff members, becau.se the Sym
phony carried on after the Opera went 
dark. The summer season, it was 
hoped, would prove just enough to give 
musicians and staff that extra work 
necessary to tide them over the inactive 
months. W ithout it, there is a real 
question about whether we will be able 
to keep a first-class orchestra, once its 
current contract expires. Under the ex
isting contract the Opera will probably 
have to pay the musicians for not play
ing any music.
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LIFESTYLE. . .AND YOUR BUDGET

THE NAVIGATOR
JO T M . l lk c l N I ”  ( M im - v , -  t \  O T IH ,T<'T OTOI

Final two 
weeks.
Best seats for 
Marion, Nov 30.
Best seats for 
Macbeth, Dec 2.

MANON
Greenûwald. Chi*n. S P.ittiTson. Cowtiruk;

C . Q u ilico .' Paul.* C o ra //a . M alis. 
Prclcrson
h''urm*l/\tanbOun./’NliU'hcli.'C«i't'>r>;tv Munn 
<, amparoli
Nov Í 3M, 28t, 30t, Dec 3,>fsoi0 OUT», 

tif muíóicí» uf

MACBETH inn̂ un
V i - f V o i > ; t ,  \o b U '.  T om hnv 'n . Popov .'
M .irp rr Skinner P o lle r C oles
K tn J  P i/ / !  P i^ / i M u n n
N nv 25. 20. Dec 2% 4 |7 ;30pm |, 7m.
f'.'emu.'is ijf  f<pm. »mifmei' u l 2po i

1966 FALL 
TICAET PRICES

OrefcMUJ __
Tiff

O w t Cifcio 
Balcony CitcK 
Baicowy Front 
Balcony Rear 
Balcony Sidas 
Bo« Seat

f itd ifi.
SitQfÚifS
SfifìóèYi WBtkÚiVS
$59 00 $54 50
$59 00 $54 50
143 00 $39 50
$36 50 $32 50
S 26 50 $24 50
$19 50 $18 50
SOLD OUT SOLD OUT
$6500______$60 00

EUGENE ONEGIN In Russian
Freni. Walker, C C ook. D onna Peiersen 
.Allen.* ( .iilvas ,' C'lhiaimw, Frank. Skinner. 
Delav.m
Hradshaw C op lev 'H em  Stervm 'tt/M unn. 
Suhch
N ov 2 H 7 ;3 0pm k 3 0 v ( lp m ). Det/'SOIOWT 

uf

’ Bast sealing 
availaOility

vMatirtea PerionnaAce '
’ San Francisco Opera OeOut
Reoertoire, casting and fTTI 
dates subiecl to chanpe i i ^  
Some seetioos sold out 
Please call tor avaiiabiiity 
Opera Boi Office BASS STBS 
and all leading agencies

English Supcrtitles 
for every opera

PHO NE CH  ARGE (415) 864-3330
VISA - M  \S I 1 K C A K P -  AM I KICAN t X l ’KI SS |M I> \  SAI 10d

Terence A. McEwen, General Director, San Francisco Opera, recently announced 
an end to the company’s troubled summer seasons.

The SF Opera is, in many ways, two [ 
completely different institutions com
bined into one. On the one hand, it is  ̂
an ad hoc assembly o f travelling artists, 
who come to San Francisco to sing 
their hearts out and collea their gigan- j 
tic fees. On the other hand, it is a resi
dent company comprising the orches
tra, the chorus, the ballet, the adminis- i 
trative staff and the younger singers I 
who are in training to become jet-setter 
stars. i

What the Opera seems to be saying i 
in cancelling the summer season is that 
it feels that it cannot attract enough o f ! 
the first category to San Francisco dur
ing May and June to make a saleable 
season. Perhaps it is right. The experi
ment o f the 1986 summer season was to 
see if  the Opera could import second ' 
and third-rate international stars, place 
them in the oldest and tiredest items in I 
the repertory and then see if  this com
bination would sell — either to those so i 
addicted to Opera that they would go 
to anything, or to the uninitiated who 
did not know what they were missing. 
The result was an artistic and financial 
disaster, which, nevertheless, contained 
a glimmer of hope.

It proved the superb sophistication 
o f San Francisco's opera-going public. 
Last summer season was not worth at
tending, and the ticket-buyers ap
parently knew it. The plans for the 
1987 summer season seemed to directly 
attack the previous summer season's 
failure. The Opera was preparing an in
teresting group o f twentieth century 
works that were nevertheless open, 
melodic and accessible: Puccini's La 
Fanciutia del West, Strauss’ Die Frau 
ohne Schatten, Tippett's A Midsum
mer Marriage and Gershwin's Porg}

and Bess. Indeed, this line-up was one 
o f the most promising the Opera has 
concocted in many a year. Never
theless, the chances that it would have 
been an enormous box office success 
are admittediv slim.

However, most o f the discussion sur
rounding the cancellation o f the sum
mer season has stressed the Oprea’s 
need to make money. And this assump
tion is fundamentally in error. The ob
ject of opera is not to  make money. It 
never has done that, and it never w ill. 
The object is to have an artistic success 
and not to lose too much money.

When, in his comments about the 
cancellation in the Chronicle, General 
Director Terence McEwen discounted 
the recent artistic success o f Janacek's 
Jenufa because it was not a financial 
success, his wrongheadedness was 
shocking. For those patrons o f  the 
opera who attended week in and week

ecutive Committee o f the Board o f 
Directors o f the Opera balked at the 
thinking that doomed the 1986 summer 
season.

Nevertheless, the principal group at 
risk from the recent cancellation is not 
the audience directly, but the resident 
company that represents the second 
half o f the amalgam that is the S.F. 
Opera. The most significant feature o f 
the current company is the training 
program for the young singers. In order 
to keep that program going, the Com
pany needs fu ll-time coaches and a fu ll
time staff supporting the venture. The 
singers themselves require not only 
contnuing artistic direction, they need 
opportunities in which to perform the 
public.

The failure o f an international sum
mer season proves that a new concept 
needs to be introduced whereby the 
public can be attraaed into attending a

There is a fundamental difference 
between producing and selling opera and 
producing and selling laundry detergent.

A nd if  the SF Opera insists on 
modelling itself on Proctor and Gamble, 

we are all in for trouble.
out (and who are often in the position 
to give substantial amounts of money) 
Jenufa was an occasion o f extreme en
thusiasm.

The company cannot afford to 
forego that kind o f success. Nothing 
will k ill the San Francisco Opera 
quicker than an unrelieved succession 
o f shows like the recent Boheme and 
the recent Faust. The fact that the Ex

plans for a moderately adventuresome 
1987 summer season does not bode 
well for the future o f the S.F. Opera. 
There is a fundamental difference bet
ween producing and selling opera and 
producing and selling laundry  
detergent. And i f  the S.F. Opera insists 
on modelling itself on Procter and 
Gamble, we are all in for trouble. That, 
in my estimation, was the kind ot 

Conlunued on page 24
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DANCE
ERIC HELLMAN

Oakland Ballet:
Mastering the Art 
of Ensemble Dance

Oakland Ballet gave its final program for the fall
season last weekend at Zellerbach Hall and the result 

was an evening of varied, remarkably satisfying dance. 
And this, by the way, is no small accomplishment.

The Oakland company, under the 
artistic directin o f Ronn Guidi, seems 
to have found an identity that's solid 
and very appealing. In choreographic 
terms, this means a repertory combin
ing D iaghilev-era classics ( “ Les 
Riches”  and "Les  Noccs"); revivals o f 
work by American modernist masters 
(Charles Weidman, Agnes de M ille, 
Anna Sokolow); and new material by 
local choreographers (Val Caniparoli, 
Tandy Beal, Betsy Erickson, and 
Tomm Ruud). Also, nearly a ll o f the 
dances included in the company's 
repertory are designed for ensemble 
presentation (i.e., the dancers perform 
primarily as a group, avoiding the 
distinctions— and differing demands— 
between corps, soloist, and principal 
designations). And as a group, the 
dancers are all highly competent and 
remarkably enthusiastic in their theatri
cal art.

Oakland w ill never, I suspect, be the 
company to turn to for a viewing o f the 
greater artistic subtleties (and technical 
rigors) o f a “ Sleeping Beauty”  or one 
of Balanchine’s major works. The 
delights that Oakland Ballet offers 
come in smaller packages, wrapped 
with a m inimum o f decorative flourish. 
But the g ift, nevertheless, remains a 
series o f beautiful—frequently potent 
—moving images in space.

The company’s final program featur
ed the premiere o f two new dances by 
Betsy Erickson (Oakland’s Ballet M is
tress) and Tom m  Ruud (senior dancer 
with San Francisco Ballet). Erickson’s 
new piece, “ Sfumato”  (set to Luigi 
Boccherini’ s “ Concerto No. 2 in D 
Major fo r Cello and Strings” ) was a 
spirited, elegant, occasionally comic in 
terweaving o f single, duo, trio  and 
ensemble variations for a cast o f eleven 
dancers.

The choreographer’s use o f dancers' 
arms was especially effective— both for 
expressive purposes and in terms o f 
spatial design. Erickson's insertion o f 
humorous interludes was delightful

without being excessive or overhearing 
The costumes for “ Sfumato”  (designed 
by Sandra Woodall) featured combina
tions o f white with pastel shades; the ef
fect was refreshingly adequate. The 
lighting, designed by Patty Ann Far
rell, featured dramatic contrasts of 
smoky blue and a grey-infused pink.

Ruud’s dance, “ Bella di Notte,”  a 
pas de deu.x for Allyson Deane and 
Ron Thiele (set to the second move
ment o f Prokofiev’ s “ V io lin  Concerto 
No. 2’ ’), was an ambitious, overly ath
letic exercise in difficult partnering. 
This work’s theme—the bloom and 
rapid decline o f a fragrant, night 
blooming Belle di Notte— seemed ulti
mately sentimental and cloying in 
effect.

The centerpiece o f Oakland’s pro
gram was the company’s powerful, 
dramatic interpretation o f Anna 
Sokolow’s “ Rooms" (1955). This 
demanding work illustrates the private 
dramas o f unnamed individuals, con
tained in isolated emotional spaces. 
Sometimes the context seemed to indi
cate specific character types and emo
tional states: a woman at home without 
a lover; a young stud ready for a night 
on the town; tense, suspicion-filled 
couples. And in other instances, the 
“ rooms”  became metaphors for more 
abstract, non-sitation-specific states of 
inner life. Solokow’s movement empha
sized simple, isolated gestures and pat
terns, demanding an intensity o f focus 
and encouraging viewer recognition of 
the conscious forces underlying dance 
imagery. The score, covering a spec
trum o f jazz options, was wonderfully 
varied and appealing.

The final program selection was 
“ Bolero,”  choreographed in 1974 by 
Marc W ilde—a piece that has become 
a signature work for the Oakland com
pany. As expected, this dance was a 
tour-de-force presentation set to 
Ravel’s all-too-familiar score. The cur
tain lifts on a stage stripped bare o f all 
its usual amenities. The dancers, at first

ECOND GLANCE
STEVE ABBOTTS

Beyond Fashion
Blame it on Elvis! When he sang “ Blue Suede Shoes,” 

I had to get a pair. When he turned up his (X)llar so 
did I. If I couldn’t be the richest, handsomest or 
most athletic kid in higli school, at least I could be the
most fashionable.

In college 1 played Monopoly with 
'Cseral painters. We’d dress for these 
bouts as Victorian slum lord, Nazi in 
dustrialist o r M ao’s Red Guard. Like 
Baudelaire, we dressed to shock.

For a while I dressed normally, even 
sold clothes in a fashionable men’s 
store. Ixwking normal was itself a kind 
o f drag. But when I came out in the 
early 70’s. I came out like a fashion 
kamakazi— skintight macramè pants, 
silk shirts open to the navel, peacock 
feather earrings and bracelets for days. 
When feeling really outre, I 'd  wear a 
1 ^ih century Lord o f Council robe with 
multi-colored platforms or what I ca ll
ed my Granny drag with white tennis

shoes. Gay fashion toned down to the 
"clone look”  in the late 70’s but now 
it ’s back with a vengeance.

Fashion talks and the sUtements it 
makes inspire fear as well as wonder. 
Even the most brilliant quip by an 
Oscar Wilde would be overwhelmed by 
the entrace of Grace Jones. A ll you 
could hear would be the sound o f heads 
turning. That’s why the discourse of 
radical chic, like the discourse of 
eroticism, is best expressed in a gasp or 
swoon. ’ ’ Vogue w ithout, vague 
within,”  as my fnend Michael John
stone says. How could it be otherwise 
when the dizzying vortex o f rad fashion 
strikes us dumb. But why is it that 
fashion, which began as a social

Oakland Ballet’s Erin Leedom and Mario Alonzo in the worid premiere of 
Betsy Erickson’s “ Sfumato.”

casually engaged in individual exercises 
at two ballet barres (dressed in vibrant, 
satin-finish unitards— blue, purple, 
red, hot pink, turquoise), begin a series 
o f individual variations. Gradually, as 
the music’s tempo builds, the combina
tions become increasingly complex, 
competitive and athletic.

A t the performance I attended, the 
dancers displayed exceptional technical 
control and a commanding sense of 
theatrical presence. I was delighted by 
the obvious joy this piece gave to both 
the a rtis ts— and the audience. 
“ Bolero,”  despite its dangerous poten
tial for cliched status, was a triumph of 
everything Oakland Ballet does best. ■

phenomenon, ultimately isolates? Like 
o v e r in te lle c tu a liz a t io n , i t ’ s an 
ecological niche o f human identity in 
which only the very young, the very 
bored o r the very rich have the energy 
to keep up.

And yet fashion continues to 
intrigue.

Imagine the ideal fashion theater—a 
site intersecting birth and death. A 
phoenix nest might be its emblem but it 
would have to evoke playfulness, too, 
for what is more frivolous, more waste
ful than fashion. Finally, a hint o f 
danger to emphasize fashion’s trans
gressive, transcendent qualities. When I 
saw a poster advertising "Couture de 
Force,”  I realized they’d chosen the 
perfect spot—Q ub 181.

Although this after hours dive has 
fallen far from its 40’s heydays, it still 
exudes a womblike warmth, a coffinlike 
security. The bar itself is curved and 
twisted like a diseased kidney. The ceil
ing is draped in gathered folds o f lurid 
red. Pimps, prostitutes and drug ad
dicts mingle with youthful glitterati, the 
males dres.sed as New Wave undertak
ers. Only from such decadence, such 
cheapness, could the bird o f  alternative 
fashion arise in the full splendor of 
abandon. Continued on page 22



each other as sole obsessions. As Abbe 
Wool, who co-wrote the screenplay 
with Cox. put it. “ I t ’ s about how they 
loved each other so much that there 
was nowhere to go except totally into 
each o th e r."  In a way. this is the stuff 
o f true romance—a Romeo & Juliet 
relationship in which love is all that 
matters. For Sid and Nancy, though, 
the impracticality o f such an idealized 
relationship in the nihilistic punk en
vironment dooms this relationship 
from the start.

Considering the subject at hand, the 
fact that Alex Cox makes the first half 
of Sid (£ Sarny into a romantic com
edy is commendable. Cox. who direct
ed the cult classic Repo M an. clearly 
has a talent for ferreting humor out o f 
bizarre situations, and he has done a 
craftsman's job here. A t a concert on 
the Sex Pistols' .American tour, Sid 
vents his anger at not having Nancy 
along by inviting groupies up to his 
hotel room not for sex. but to watch 
him carve the word “ maniac" into his 
sunken chest with a razor blade. When 
Nancy joins him in the States, they visit 
Nancy's family, and Sid is hysterically 
out o f place nodding out at the Nor
man Rockwell dinner table. Nancy's 
relatives are fascinated and repelled by 
their guest, and when Nancy's grand
father asks Sid what his intentions are, 
Sid replies that he most immediately 
"in tends" to get Nancy and himself 
down to the methodone clinic. .At Sid's 
mother's house in the U .K ., Nancy is 
absently wrapping herself Sid's mom’s 
collection o f colored scarves when an 
argument breaks out. Nancy storms 
out o f the house in a furor, freezing 
when she catches a glimpse of her 
chiffon-trailing reflection in a shop w in
dow. "Yaaah! I look like fucking 
Slevie S ilk s '."  she shrieks, stripping 
down to bra and panties. W ith the 
alreadv underwear-clad Sid chasing

Continued from page 17
after her. they look like a page from a 
punk Frederick’ s o f Hollywood 
catalogue.

But humor is only half a romantic 
comedy, and Cox, with the deft 
assistance o f cinematographer Roger 
Deakins’ technique and the dream-like 
music o f local band Pray For Rain, has 
created some of the most bizarrely 
lyrical romantic scenes in recent 
memory. The most outrageous o f these 
is slow-motion shot o f Sid and Nancy 
kissing in a New York back alley as 
garbage gently rains from above. It ’s 
the standard couple-walking-in-the- 
rain shot that conventional filmmakers 
have been trotting out for decades seen 
through Cox’s unique vision. He even 
wrings beauty from the bus-and-truck 
motorcade as the Pistols start their tour 
o f America; a helicopter floating over a 
graffitied bus (the roof reads "FUCK 
OFF”  from the air) flanked by motor
cycles becomes a punk apocalypse.

I t ’ s when the Sex Pistols break up 
that things begin to go awry. Sid and 
Nancy wander through Paris for a 
while, so absorged in smack and each 
other that when Sid is offered a chance 
to further his career by a music 
business type, it ’ s perceived as a threat. 
(Sid responds by throwing up on him.) 
And once the two finally settle in New 
York’s sleazy Chelsea Hotel, the laughs 
are pretty much over. I t ’s an ex
cruciating ha lf hour or so as the former 
prince of punk and his groupie bride 
descend into an insane junkie hell. 
Throughout the film , Cox undercuts 
the grimy realism with romance, but by 
this time, their love is best summed up 
by Nancy as she describes a dream 
she’s had; “ We had this little dog. It 
was really little, and we loved it. but 
then it got sick and . . .  it was dead 
. . . and we loved it. And we didn't 
want to bury it in New York . . .  we 
wanted to keep it. So we ate i t . "  The
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Do cigarettes and wet kisses really mix? Sid (Gary Oldman) 
and Nancy (Chloe Webb) explore the possibilities.

movie takes us lower and lower as Sid . 
and Nancy verbally claw at each other, 
Nancy’s already whiny tone becoming 
a shrill bray. When the stabbing finally 
takes place (and Cox doesn’ t make it 
clear whether Sid stabbed her or she 
ran into the knife), it's  almost a relief. 
When Nancy wakes up next to Sid later 
on, revealing a bed drenched in blood, 
and staggers o ff to the bedroom to die, 
it's  all you could wish for this suicidal 
harpie— her dream come true.

For the role o f Sid. Gary Oldman 
lost 20 pounds and learned to inject 
himself with saline solution. But unlike, 
say. DeNiro in Rafin^ Bull, we never 
lose touch with the human being

underneath the preparation for her 
role. His performance is a masochitic 
masterpiece. Equally astounding, 
though, is Chole Webb’s transforma
tion as Nancy. Webb's most notable 
previous experience was with the 
satirical revue Forbidden Broadway. 
doing impressions o f Carol Channing 
and Mary M an in , yet that’e unimagi
nable since she seems so steeped in this 
character. I t ’s hard to believe she 
wasn’t born with that screechy whine 
and grabby persona. Also worth men
tioning is David Hayman’s Mephisto- 
phelian Malcolm McLaren, who brings 
believability to  some o f the more 
abstract lines in the screenplay. He

ECOND GLANCE
Continued from page 21

The show started late. Indeed, it was 
near the witching hour when the DJ 
began scratching “ Good V ibrations," 
tones wavering and smeared as the 
Beach Boys coo “ I love the clothes she 
wears.”  No programs so i f  I get the 
designers’ names mixed up, that’ s why.

Micheál Page, a neo-psychedelic 
designer, opened. His models scrunied 
out behind a mottled silvery shower 
curtain. One at a time they appeared 
from behind it like Shakespearian 
faeries. For a while I thought “ Couture 
de Farce”  might have been a better title 
for the show when the top ha lf o f some 
tie-dyed lonaohns began falling o ff one 
model who later mooned the audience. 
This recalled the Cocketts who did it 
better.

Patrick Gentry’s 40’s influenced 
designs were next. His first model wore 
a smart little jacket I liked but was at a 
loss to describe. My friend Jeff helped 
me. "Looks like a houndstooth nun’s

hat,”  he leaned over and whispered.
Gentry’s ne.xt model showed a loose 

fitting grey green peasant skirt and 
blouse. Nice, but no wilder than 
Macy’ s. This was followed by a tan. i 
handspun virgin wool outfit with exag
gerated shoulders and a knee-length, 
wraparound skirt. But Gentry saved his 
best for last: a black satin dress with 
gigantic gravyboat pockets paralleling 
equally exaggerated shoulders.

Chihuahua returned Gentry’s serve 
with a brillian t slam; a black calf-length 
dress split up the front and connected 
with a row o f dazzling glass beads. The 
crowd swooned. She followed with a 
volley o f black and white outfits, one 
baggy white blouse patterned with a 
gear design.

hovers over the action like a master 
puppeteer, manipulating the leads in 
his private psychodrama to his own 
best advantage.
satirical revue Forbidden Broadway. 
doing impressions o f Carol Channing 
and M ary M artin, yet that’e unimagi
nable since she seems so steeped in this 
character. I t ’ s hard to believe she 
wasn’t bom with that screechy whine 
and grabby persona. Also worth men
tioning is David Haymsn’s Mephisto- 
phelian Malcolm McLaren, who brings 
believability to some of the more 
abstract lines in the screenplay. He 
hovers over the aaion like a master 
puppeteer, manipulating the leads in 
his private psychodrama to his own 
best advantage.

The music in the film , by Joe Strum- 
mer. the Pogues, Pray for Rain, the 
Circle Jerks and others excites and 
haunts in all the appropriate places. 
Moreover, original Sex Pistols bassist 
Glen Matlock was enlisted to re-record 
the original Pistols music tracks, and 
Oldman and Drew Schofield (as 
Johnny Rotten) did their own singing 
on these numbers. Cox also does a 
hilarious and rousing job recreating 
Vicious’ historic video o f Paul Anka’s 
“ My W ay.”  and when Nancy joins Sid 
on stage at its finish, i t ’s a punk wed
ding photo.

Sid Saney isn’ t some Ladv Sings 
the Blues romp in which some good lit
tle girl gets dragged down by others. 
Cox isn’s saying, "Sure, they were 
suicidal drug addicts, but what a legacy 
they left behind!”  This is as close to an 

' objective view of the punk world ’s 
reigning couple as one could hope for. 
without either condemning or g lorify
ing its subjects. Sid and Nancy fantasiz
ed about dying; Cox gives ua a film 
record o f how they pursued that dream, 
and i t ’ s a record so painstakingly put 
together that it could easily be mistaken 
for a documentary. The movie con
cludes with the words "R .I.P . Nancy & 
Sid.”  That’s about all you can hope for 
Sid and Nancy—that at least their 
death is a peaceful one. ■

Magenta Mason’s professional 
models were next. One wore colorful 
chiffon scarf sleeves ballooning out 
from a black velvet bodice (“ Bodice is 
my favorite fashion term ,”  Jeff 
whispers). Mason’s other model wore a 
tailored tan suit with shoulder spiked 
sleeves, the model’s bare shoulders and 
head rising up like Venus from the 
halfshell.

Gabriella Mazzaro tried, but failed, 
to electrify the crowd with a modified 
sack dress. A  wide leather belt parallel
ed a black leather band gathering the 
hem below the knees. Lest the wearer 
fall trying to walk, a pillowlike, flop
ping Renaissance cap topped the outfit 
off.

Gentry came back with a pared

Now that AIDS has closed the bath 
houses, alternative fashion or Performance 

Art may be the last site o f uncontrolled, 
orgiastic frenzy have left.
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down 40’s Harlem look—a tight fitting 
black satin dress with a red flounce 
angled from calf to mid-thigh. Chihua
hua answered with two stunning irri- 
descent gowns o f handpainted silk, 
black with subtle veins of red and green 
respeaively. These medieval dream 
costumes, enhanced by space music, 
evoked the movie Dune.

Gentry returned with more flounces 
and a red rayon number with black 
zebra stripes. Chihauhua concluded 
with a quartet o f moo-moos. Dexter 
Garland was listed on the poster but 
whether any of his designs were shown I 
couldn’t tell. Too much confusion for a 
really serious show but nothing so dar
ing as might be seen in l.D . or Face, 
those guerrilla warfare manuals o f 
style. Someone should have decided if 
the show’s main purpose was to sell or 
to  entertain. In attempting to do both, 
the show failed to really succeed at 
either,

Contunued on page 28

STEVE SILBERMAN & JOHN BIRDSALL

Feasting on the Finest
A  G u i d e  t o  B i g  B i r d s  

a n d  O t h e r  D e i i g h t s

We maintain a healthy reluctance about any
restaurant that advertises on television, calls whip

ped cream “ schlag,”  or stays open on Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving is about eating at home, even if the guest list 
includes just one friend and the cats. While it may be 
alright for lonely business-people or unlucky tourists to 
plunk down forty bucks for a meal that includes chilled 
pumpkin soup and stuffed Cornish game hen, anyone who 
can should avoid such a fate.

perfect for pies), o r ruddy chestnuts, 
half a dozen varieties of winter squash, 
or tender Blue I.ake green beans from 
Webb Ranch in Palo A lto  ($1.69Ab.). 
I f  you’ re considering a combread stuff
ing for your bird, the store on Stanyan 
grinds its own commeal every week 
(49'/lb.).

We love shopping at Rainbow Gro
cery, the venerable produce and bulk 
goods store in the Mission—sort o f a 
combination o f Sears and Gala for the 
Woodstock Nation. We love the mix o f 
people in the aisles, and the store’s 
scrupulousness in marketing only cer
tified foods as organic. Don’t forget to 
bring your own bags and jars.

Canned cranberry sauce is a poor 
substitute for what you can easily make 
yourself— Rainbov^ is the place to pick 
up fresh cranberries from Cape Cod 
{W  for a 12-ounce bag). Combine a

In this column we offer a resource 
guide for Thanksgiving shopping. I t ’ s 
by no means a complete overview o f 
what’s available, but merely an over
view o f what our favorite shops arc 
offering fo r the holiday.

Real Food Company is our favorite 
food store in the City. Hardly a day 
goes by that we don’t stroll into the 
recently refurbished store on Stanyan 
just to look at the beautiful p ro d u ce - 
most o f it  grown without pesticides.

For Thanksgiving, Real Food is sell
ing organically-raised turkeys from 
S he lton ’ s P o u ltry  in Pom ona 
($l.79/lb). Forget the pallid and waxy 
frozen commodity that passes for 
turkey in the freezer-coffins o f mam
moth markets. Shelton’s raises grain- 
fed birds that aren’t shot up with an
tibiotics o r confined in artificially lit, 
climate-controlled coops. Free-ranging 
turkeys taste better! And. as consola
tion to uneasy carnivores like us, these 
birds might actually have spent a few 
months outdoors before buying it on 
the modem equivalent o f the chopping 
block. Shelton’s raises big birds— hens 
from 10 to 20 pounds, and toms from 
18 to 30 pounds (we’ve been told you 
can cook a 20-pound hen “ t ill the 
wings fall o ff,”  and the flesh w ill still be 
moist and buttery).

Now for the bad news; These turkeys 
arc available primarily through special 
order, and by the time you read this, it 
will be too late to order one from Real 
Food. Luckily, Real Food stores order 
as many extra birds as they can cram 
into their refrigerators for customers 
who’vc missed the deadline— but these 
go fast.

Also check out Porter’s in the 
Castro. This year Porter’s is selling 
free-ranging grain-fed turkeys from two 
sources, one in the Sierra foothills that 
slaughters its birds in a commercial 
plant ($1.59/lb.), the other in the Peta
luma area ($1.85/lb.). The deadline for 
ordering is Tuesday, November 25th. 
Birds range from 10 to 25 pounds.

Real Food is the place to buy holiday 
fruits and vegatables, like delightfully 
irregular-shaped sugar pumpkins from 
Green Gulch Farm in M arin (3471b.—

pound o f cranberries with half a cup of 
unfiltered apple cider and half a cup o f 
maple sugar (also available at Rain
bow), bring to a boil and simmer for 
about five minutes, when the sauce w ill 
be thick, glossy, and a lot closer to 
what the Pilgrims ate than the quiver
ing lump with can-prints in it we all 
grew up with.

Organically grown sweet potatoes 
are cheap at Rainbow, pale jewel yams 
(89‘ /lb .) and deep-orange garnets 
(99‘ /lb .). Grade C maple syrup from 
Quebec—with less sugar and more 
flavor than Grade A —is available in 
bulk ($2.78/lb.), just right for glazing 
those sweet potatoes. Rainbow stocks 
three kinds of wild rice—one from the 
Menomin Company o f Grand Rapids, 
a Native American-owned and operat
ed firm  that gathers the rice ft)' canoe in 
Minnesota ($8.03/lb.). ~

Fresh herbs for stuffing are also a 
bargain here, like sage (69‘ a bunch) 
and flat-leaf parsley (39' a bunch). 
Dried sage, the best we’ve tasted, is 
aromatic and sweet with blue sage 
flowers and not a trace o f bitterness 
($4.20/lb.).

The Farmers’ Market reminds us of 
French open-air markets, where small 
growers sell their produce directly to 
housewives. You can compare price 
and freshness in the different stalls, and 
talk directly to the growers about how 
they raise their food. The Farmers’ 
Market is an education.

Here you can find fresh-crop pecans 
in the shell— grown by Vietnamese and 
Cambodians in the Central Valley—as 
well as organically grown New England 
pie pumpkins from Santa Cruz and 
tree-ripened Golden Delicious apples 
from Sebastopol.

Mushrooms are cheap at the Farm
ers’ Market; Button mushrooms 
($1.60-$2/lb.) and shiitaki ($5/lb.) cul
tivated in a warehouse at Hunter’s 
Point (how local can you get?), and 
flavorful tree oyster and yellow tree 
oyster mushrooms from Watsonville 
($3.50/lb.). You can also find veo' 
fresh oysters here, a lavish addition to 
your combread stuffing, from John
son’s Oyster Farm in Tómales Bay—  
shucked or unshucked ($2.75/qt. 
shucked, $10 fo r 50 umshucked). Dark 
greenheung kunn (35‘ a bunch), a leafy 
Chinese celery, might make a pleasing 
addition to a traditional bread-and- 
onion stuffing— it ’ s more intense and 
aromatic than watery Pascal.

We conclude, appropriately, on a 
note o f thanksgiving—with a form of 
“ Grace”  even the most secular human
ist could embrace, drawn from the 
Buddhist trad ition. We keep a copy of 
it on our dining room wall, to remem
ber what needs to be remembered. We 
hope you like it.

fVe venerate a ll the great teachers, 
and give thanks fo r lh is  food: the work 
o f many people, and the suffering of 
other forms o f  life.

Amen!
San Francisco Real Food Company,

1023 Stanyan (at Parnassus), SF. 564- 
2800. Open every day, 9 am - 8 pm.

Porter’s , 498 Sanchez (at 18th), SF. 
626-1057. Open every day, 10 am - 
8 pm.

Rainbow Grocery , 1899 Mission (at 
15th), SF. 863-0620. Open Mon - Fri, 
9:30 am - 7 pm; Sat. 9:30 am - 7 pm; 
'un. noon - 6 pm.

San Francisco Fanners’ Market, 
United Nations Plaza, SF. Wednes
days, Fridays, and Sundays. ■
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Preparing for your feast: Fresh fruit, vegetables and other resources 
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Continued from page 15

many fascinating characters and 
motifs, it ’s a safe bet the forthcoming 
novel will be well worth the purchase 
price.

I,ike Ferro. Sam D ’Allesandro is not 
as interested in the nature o f the disease 
as he is in how it effects relationships 
with loved ones. D'Allesandro’s story. 
"N o th ing  Ever Just Disappears" shows 
us memories, conversations, and 
moments from a love affair that ends in 
death. AIDS is never mentioned. In 
stead, the story concentrates on the 
feeling o f loss. "W hen it happens," the 
narrator tells us, " i t ’ s like the film 
broke in mid-reel, you don’t expect it 
and you're still expecting everything 
you were before. Everything in my life 
except me was suddenly different.”

Yet one o f our most effective 
defenses against the confusion and pain 
o f  terminal illness is humor. Andrew 
F lo lle ran ’ s s to ry , “ Friends at 
Evening,”  brings together a group o f 
men as they gather to attend the 
memorial services o f their friend Louis. 
Anyone who has read Holleran’s 
previous work knows his amazing 
talent for dialogue. With razor sharp 
w it and poignant insight, each 
character attempts to understand 
what’s happening in his world, to pin
point the why and how of AIDS. As 
one friend tells Louis during his illness, 
the next time he runs into acquain
tances who ask about his health, 
" D o n ’t tell them you have cancer. Tell 
them you’ve been swimming laps!”  

Beneath this humor may lie hysteria, 
fear, and confusion, but there is a 
pragmatism in Holleran’s characters 
which reminds us it  is our responsibility 
to go on living. "W e ’ re all going, in se
quence, at different times,”  one o f the 
characters says. "A n d  w ill the last one 
please turn out the lights?. . . That’s

why. . . each moment is so precious! 
Each friend who’s still alive!”

But Men on Men is not a collection 
o f AIDS stories. It is primarily about 
relationships, whether between lovers, 
friends, or strangers. Lovers, o f course, 
are the most prevalent. Ba'ause conflict 
is an important ingredient o f fiction, 
writers are generally not concerned 
with love affairs that work out. This is 
as true in stories about heterosexual 
love as in stories about gay people. It  is 
more interesting and informative to see 
how lovers react to differences and 
dissolution.

In "D av id ’s Charm ,”  Bruce Boone 
tells the story o f a gay man in love (and 
lust) with a bisexual. Through a collage 
o f dreams, fantasies, conversations, 
and impressions, the relationship be
tween these two men becomes an ex
amination o f class differences and sex
ual politics. The narrator is caught be
tween seeing David as an intelligent, ar
ticulate person and as a pomo fantasy 
version o f the bisexual stud. Sharing an

was like, well, Miriam Hopkins, at 
times — bright, energetic, perhaps a bit 
more savvy, a little zanier, but 
ultimately deferring to the security his 
earthy goodness provided." With 
wickedly funny and sad results, he con
stantly casts his lovers and himself in 
roles that cannot be played out and, 
therefore, w ill only disappoint.

Too often, gay men are unable to get 
perspective on a relationship with a 
lover, to understand where it fits nto 
the pattern o f our lives. In 
"Backwards,”  Richard Hall imagines 
a world where people are bom old — 
attached to bitter, cranky lovers — and 
then "age”  backwards to infancy. As 
his tale unfolds. Hall forces us to reex
amine how relationships progress. 
"Backwards”  is a tour de force o f 
startling reversals, including an 
"aging”  process which turns old, 
wrinkled skin into smooth flesh and the 
mental "m aturation”  o f the narrator. 
" I  began to look at children more 
closely, at the fierceness with which

Men on Men is not a collection o f AIDS 
stories. It is primarily about relationships, 

whether between lovers, friends, or strangers.

obscure joke about Socialism with 
David triggers a fantasy in which David 
“ sticks his big dick down my throat till 
I choke on i t . . .  Like 1 told you earlier, 
i f  1 could reduce David to so many 
pounds o f meal on the hoof I ’d do it . ”  
The narrator’s glib introspection makes 
this story funny, complex, and poig
nant.

The narrator in Patrick Hoctel’s 
“ Bad Pictures”  also lets fantasy com
plicate the reality o f his love affairs. 
Brian overlays his own feelings with the 
manufactured screen emotions he 
knows so well. He falls in love with 
Jack and decides he is just “ like that 
young Joel McCrea o f the 30’s — 
earnest, small. . . and good. . . and 1

they feed on life ,”  he says. “ I am 
struck by the simplicity o f it all. One 
day 1 shall be as old as a baby.”  
Paradoxically, by creating a life that 
can never exist. Hall shows us how our 
lives should be.

O f course, i f  Men on Men dealt only 
with how gay men respond to the AIDS 
crisis or to their love objecu, it would 
still be a welcome addition to modem 
fiction. But it covers so much more 
than that. Like all other minorities, gay 
people have a history, one too often 
obscured by the status quo. In thus an
thology, there appears an examination 
o f our pasts as well as our present, a 
broadening scope, a willingness to add 
a historical dimension to gay fiction.

Wallace Parr’ s “ Street Star”  vividly ' 
recreates Andy W arhol’ s heyday in | 
New York through the eyes o f a young | 
street queen who lives on the fringes o f 
the pop art scene. In another ston'. 
author C.F. Borgman combines history 
and fantasy to spin an extravagantly 
entertaining tale, playfully suggesting a 
metaphysical cause for homosexuality. 
Told by a spirit who inhabits the very 
muscular body o f  Brian Malventano,
" A  Queer Red Spirit”  relates the story 
o f Brian’s aging gay neighbor, Ben
jam in, whose life has been an unsuc
cessful around-the-world search for 
love, beauty, and success. Juxtaposing 
a modem gay sensibility with the 
closeted life o f Benjamin, Borgman not 
only covers personal gay histories from 
1917 to the present, he extends gayness 
into the cosmos as well.

Perhaps the most ambitious piece in 
the anthology is Edmund White’s “ An 
Oracle.”  White manages to bring 
together A ID S , a long term relation
ship and a cross cultural love affair, 
producing a mini-epic that gives us an 
astounding sense o f gay cultural and 
political changes over the last twenty 
years. As sweeping as this may sound, 
“ An Oracle”  tells the straightforward 
story o f Ray’s trip  to Crete after his 
lover’ s death and his insuing affair with 
a handsome local hustler. In flashback 
we see Ray’s life — at once intensely 
personal and wholly universal — as he 
moves from a gay commune in Toronto 
to the discos o f New York, and finally 
settles into a not-exactly-perfect, but 
real (and loving) relationship with 
George. A  marriage that ends in 
George’s death. What Ray rediscovers 
in Crete brings this story to a bitter
sweet, hopeful conclusion, offering an 
affirmation o f love and life.

There are many other fine stories in 
this collection including notable pieces 
by Richard Umans, Dennis Cooper, 
Robert Gluck, Felice Picaño, Kevin 
K illian, Ethan Mordden, John Fox, 
Brad Gooch, and Michael Grumley. 
Each story sheds light on a unique part

o f our lives as human beings — and as 
gay men. Men on Men is one o f those 
rare books that holds appeal for the 
seasoned fiction reader as well as for 
someone who is just being introduced 
to the works o f contemporary gay 
writers. It is for anyone who enjoys fic
tion that entertains, astonishes, il
luminates. and lives. ■

cLASSICS
Conlunued from page 20

second, subsidiary season, one that 
supplements the fall season rather than 
simply reproducing it on a lower level. 
The resident part o f the SF Opera needs 
such a supplementary season, and we 
all need that resident company. Kurt 
Herbert Adler’s idea o f a spring 
season, played in a smaller house, and 
sung principally by younger singers — 
often in English — seems to me a pro
spect worth reconsidering. The SF 
Opera now has a sufficiently large and 
talented pool o f younger singers who 
can, in the smaller confines of, say, the 
Herbst Theatre or the Geary or the 
Curran, make exciting musical drama.

The Opera is likely to respond to this 
idea by reminding everyone that Spring 
Opera in its last years was no more o f a 
financial success than Summer Opera 
has been. But once again, the object o f 
opera is not to make money. For many 
years. Spring Opera was an enormous 
artistic success. And that was before the 
Opera’s magnificent program fostering 
the young singers was fu lly in effect.

The challenge before the Opera to
day is to make something out o f its re
cent failure with Summer Opera. I 
believe this can be done by concen
trating on the great resources developed 
in the Merola Young Singers program. 
Further, I believe that this must be 
done with performances o f opera, not 

! with concerts or recitals. After all, the 
I Opera is training opera singers and its 

audience hungers for the delights o f 
musical theater. ■
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“ Pray for Rain” ; Band members Dan Wul, James Woody, and Paul Tnipin. MARC QELLER
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‘Sid and Nancy’
Praying for Rain
W hile riding MUNI the other day I overheard a 

conversation about current films between two 
young and dizzy art school-type girls:

“ I WNBlue Velvet but I want to see 
it again because 1 saw some reviews o f 
it. 1 like to go to a movie, read the i 
reviews, then go back to the movie so I I 
can understand it better. 1 also want to ] 
Vie Sid and Nancy.”

“ Oh yeah, that’ s the one about Sid ; 
Vicious and his girlfriend Nancy.”

"Yea. i t ’s directed by Alex Cox, the ■ 
guy that did Repo Man. ”

“ Are Sid and Nancy playing them
selves in the movie?”

“ No, they’ re being played by 
actors.”

“ Hmmmm, 1 wonder why they 
aren’t playing themselves.”

I couldn’t contain myself any longer. 
“ Because they’ re both dead!”  I in

terjected.
By now almost everyone besides the 

two uniformed little doxies on M U N I is 
familiar with the violent saga of Sid 
Vicious and Nancy Spungen, rock’s 
most happily dead couple. Their story 
is brutally and effectively put to film  by 
Mex Cox and crew (see review on pg. 
17). but another very interesting ac
count is the Nancy Spungen biography, 
■\nd I  Don’t Want to Live this Lije, 
wntten by her mother, Deborah 
Spungen.

From the time Nancy was expulsed 
from the womb, strangled blue by her 
own umbilical cord, to her death on the 
bathroom floor o f room 100 at the 
Chelsea Hotel, Mrs. Spungen recounts 
in detail the twenty years o f hell she 
spent raising her disturbed child.

As a baby, Nancy never stopped cry
ing. at least not until her doaor 
prescribed phénobarbital every four 
hours at night so she would sleep. A t 
age two .she violently attacked a 
telephone repairman, was prone to beat 
herself up in a series o f  daily tantrums, 
and once her verbal abilities increased, 
she developed the art o f threats.

One ot my lavonte anecdotes Irom 
the book finds the two year old demon 
'tanimering out an all-inclusive list o f 
doihes from her mother’s closet, which 
he threatens to cut up into little strips 

and throw into the street for cars to run 
O'er if Mommy won’t take her out to 
Pla> Her phénobarbital dosage was in 
creased after this episode but the verbal 
assaults continued.

In school Nancy excelled and was

moved grades ahead o f  other children 
her age. A t the age o f nine she embrac
ed the soundtrack o f  the musical,//o/z, 
which led to The Doors, Led Zeppelin, 
Rolling Stones, Cream, Janis Joplin, 
Hendrix and a surprise request for The 
Beatles White A lbum  a t a Hanuakkah 
present that year. She read writers like 
Plath, Vonnegut, Castenada, Kesey, 
Brautigan, and through the New York 
Times became very concerned with the 
Vietnam war. When Deborah brought 
home Saran W rap from the grocery 
store Nancy insisted that she return it 
because the product was made by Dow 
Chemical, a company involved with the 
manufacturing o f napalm. When - 
Deborah refused, Nancy led her 
younger brother and sister in a protest, 
carrying sings reading, "W e Protest 
Mommy”  and "D ow n with Deb”  
across the front lawn, flashing peace 
signs to curious neighbors.

Nancy was a relentlessly disturbed 
child. She went through a series of 
guidance counselors, special schools, 
mental institutions, etc., and every time

DON BAIRD

up her entire 20 years experience with 
Nancy.

The most important accomplishment 
o f Alex Cox’s film  lies beyond 
chronicling the history o f the punk 
movement and the ugly realism o f drug 
addiction and death. It portrays Sid 
and Nancy as a couple consumed by 
their love for each other. That love 
could have existed in their odd c ir
cumstances may be hard to believe but 
Sid’s letters in And  /  Don’t Want to 
Live This Life portray love in it ’ s truest 
form, backing up the film ’s main 
premise. Reading this biography before 
seeing Sid and Nancy provided some 
insight and depth to aaress Chloc 
Webb’s fine characterization. Nancy 
always wanted to be somebody. Now, 
thanks to Alex Cox, she is. Her name is 
on a huge billboard on Sunset 
Boulevard.

The same night that 1 saw the film , 
Sid and Nancy, I caught local band 
Pray For Rain at Nightbreak. They 
were m finer torm man ever, contidem, 
boisterous, and having fun. Vocalist/ 
guitarist Dan W ul, dmmmer James 
Woody, guitarist Paul Trupin and 
substitute bassist Zander Schloss 
(regular bassist for The Circle Jerks) 
should be having fun. A ll four 
members contributed music for the 
soundtrack o f Sid and Nancy and are 
currently recording another soundtrack 
for the next Alex Cox ^\\m,Straight To 
Hell, a surrealistic spaghetti western to 
be released in February.

Nancy always wanted to be somebody. 
Now, her name is on a huge billboard 

on Sunset Boulevard.

she seemed to approach a proper state 
o f adjustment you’d find her trying to 
k ill her cat, her baby sitter (with 
scissors), her mother (with a hammer), 
her brother and sister (with butcher 
knives), or herself (you name it). 
Thorazine time, the doctors said.

Nancy Spungen had always wanted 
to die. After meeting Sid Vicious she 
talked o f going out in a blaze o f glory 
before she turned 21. She did go out 
but it wasn’t glorious. The post-Sex 
Pistols Sid was washed up career-wise, 
best exemplified by the pathetic solo 
gigs that Nancy arranged for him at 
Max’s Kansas City. Besides their love 
for each other, drugs and death was all 
that remained for both o f them.

Near the end o f the book, Deborah 
Spungen printed two letters that she 
received from Sid after Nancy’s death. 
The letters 3 re emoiionslly riveting 
and. according to Mrs. Spungen, sum
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Dan Wul became associated with 
Alex Cox after reading the Sid and 
Nancy script, which was co-written by 
his sister Abbe Wool. He got a small 
part in the film , and while doing that, 
submitted some taped music that he 
thought would be fitting for the project.

Four instrumental Pray For Rain 
cuts appear on the soundtrack LP. The 
music is moody and complex and very 
effective in the context o f the film . I t ’ s 
fair to anticipate an even better sound
track from Straight To Hell. Dan Wul 
admits a fondness for old spaghetti 
western scores and during their most 
recent live set, they played an inspiring 
song from the new soundtrack entitled, 
“ Money, Guns and Coffee.”  These 
three elements plus sexual tension are 
what Cox’s westem/comedy is all 
about according to Wul,

Zander Schloss (who appeared in 
Continued on page 34
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November 21 - 27 Nov. 30 - Dec. 4 ¡OOKS
STEVE SILBERMAN

21 NOVEMBER
FRIDAY

Sub Veises, a musical satire about the Committee 
to Intervene Anywhere, which plans to indoc
trinate American Youth. 8 pm at Club 181, 181 
F.ddy Street, SF. $8. Reserv-ations 647-6238.

Francisco Aquabella and his Flard Flitters play 
Nine, along with Chickens In Bikinis. 11 :(X) pm, 
399-9th Street at Harrison, SF. Info: 863-3291.

Van Ault hosts Visionplay, a circle o f healing and 
renewal, using dtxp visualization techniques, held 
every Friday night at 8:00 pm at Quan Yin Acu
puncture Center, 513 Valencia Street. SF. $5-15 
sliding scale. Info: 864-1362.

22 NOVEMBER
SATURDAY

Western Star Gay Square Dancers present their 
annual variety/talent show themed to "Saturday 
Night L ive ." Dancing 8-9 pm. show 9-midnight, 
at International Center. 50 Oak Street, San Fran
cisco. Tables $10 in advance, general admission 
$7.00 at the door. Info: 864-6134.

Walt Whitman Bookstore presents George Stam- 
bolian, editor o f a new anthology o f gay fiction, 
Men on M en, which includes work by local 
authors Patrick Hoctel, Sam D ’Allesandro, Bruce 
Boone, and Robert Gluck. 1-3 pm, 2319 Market 
Street, SF. Reservations: 861-3078.

Ballet Español de Madrid make their Bay Area 
debut, combining classical flamenco, Spanish folk 
rhythms, and the bolero with a m ix o f popular 
tunes and modem dance. DC Zellerback Hall, 
Berkeley, 8 pm, $11.50 - 16.50. Ticket info: 
642-9988.

23 NOVEMBER
SUNDAY

Intersection for the Arts presents Dude Theatre’s 
second benefit party, “ i,et's Get Ugly", with 
entertainers including The Lesser Mortals, Mark 
Petrakis, Julie Hebert and many more. 9:00 pm. 
Intersection For the Arts. 766 Valencia Street. SF. 
$5.00 at the door. Info: 648-9166.

Songs of Death and Dying, Songs of Hope is a
benefit concert for the Shanti Project. Repertoire 
o f classical songs is drawn from the works o f 
Brahms, Mahler, W olf. Rachmaninoff, Schu
mann, Strauss, plus original material. Singing are 
Sandra Gellers, Theresa Cardinale and Kate 
Rowland, Ron Mortimore, James Meade and 
Mark Jones. 3:00 pm. Trinity F.piscopal Church, 
1668 Bush, SF. $8.00. Info: 626-6032.

Robert Coffman reads from Truman Capote’s A 
Thanksgiving Visitor, at Walt Whitman Book
store, 8:00 pm. $3.00. Reservations: 861-3078.

SF Conservatory Voice Department presents a 
recital o f works by Haydn, Donizetti, Bellinnit 
and others, directed by Hermann le Roux. 5 pm. 
Heilman H a ll, 19th Avenue at Ortega Street, SF. 
Free. 564-8086.

“ Chanficleer," San Francisco’s much-acclaimed male vocal 
ensemble, will be heard coast-to-coasi when they join in a special 
broadcast from the World Theatre in St. Paul, Minnesota.
The program airs locally on KQED-FM at 6-8 pm, Saturday, 
Nov. 22, and repeats 8-10 am on Sunday, Nov. 23.

24 NOVEMBER
MONDAY

Metaphysical Alliance Healing Service presents 
Dr. Shirley Scott, James Baker and Jeffrey Boggs, 
6:30 pm at MCC Church, Eureka at 18th Street. i 
SF. Donations requested.

San Francisco Contemporary Music Players, in 
conjunction with the San Francisco Museum of 
Modem A rt, w ill present a four and a half hour 
marathon o f new music in the fourth floor galler
ies o f the museum, 5:30 to 10:00 pm. $10 regular 
and $7 students, seniors and members. Info: 
751-5300.

25 NOVEMBER
TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 
A O  WEDNESDAY
Kristin Norderval, soprano, presents a voice 
recital at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music. The program includes Canteloube’s 
“ Chants d ’Auvergne", Debussy’s Ariettes 
Oubliées” , Bern Herbolsheimer’s “ Celtic Invoca
tions" and more. 8 pm in Heilman H all, 1201 
Ortega at 19th. SF. Info: 641-6107.

A  study group exploring the concepts o f Ixjuise 
H ay’s book Vou Can Heal Your Life  with Jim 
Christrup w ill be held every Wednesday night. 
The group will feature readings, exercises and 
meditations. 7:30 - 9:30 pm. Info: 821-4788.

The School o f Creative Arts at SF State University 
presents Ijfe  of the Automobile, and experimen
tal production encompassing multimedia produc
tion, dancing and acting. Runs through November 
22nd. 8 pm. 1600 Holloway, SF. Free. Info: 
469-2467.

3 0

Philip (ilass and the Philip Glass Ensemble 
appear live in concert, with guest artists Bernard 
Fowler, Janice Pendarvis, the Roches, Linda 
Ronstadt and Paul Sperry, performing the concert 
premiere o f the hit album “ Songs From Liquid 
D ays". 8:30 pm, Davies Symphony Hall, Grove 
and Van Ness, SF. Box Office: 431-5400.

NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY

El Rio presents Rush Hour, playing funk, fusion 
and R&B music. 4 - 8 pm, 3158 Mission, SF. Info: 
282-3325.

Julian White performs 20th Century Keyboard 
Masterworks, including the work o f Debussy, 
Ravel, Scriabin and Szymanowski. Julia Morgan 
Theatre, 2640 College Avenue, Berkeley, $22 
general, $18 students/seniors. Info: 647-0866.

A  reception for artist Wayne Ryereon at a show
ing o f his o il &  graphite portraits is held at Walt 
W hitman Bookshop, 2-4 pm, 2319 Market Street, 
SF. Reservations: 861-3078.

1 DECEMBER 
MONDAY

Bay Area Career Women present their First 
Annual Holiday Gift Fair, featuring Karen 
Thompson, discussing the Thompson-Kawalski 
Guardianship Case: Woman Loving Woman. 
Members $8, non-members $16, includes fair, 
networking and hors d ’Oeuvres at 6:00 pm. 
Speakers at 7:30. Marines Memorial Club, 609 
Sutter. SF. Info: 495-5393.

"M o s tly  Russian Chamber Music”  is the theme 
o f an evening by SF Conservatory Faculty 
Chamber Artists. Works by Mussorgsky, Stravin
sky, Tchaikovshy, and Martinu. 8 pm. Heilman 
H all, 19th Avenue at Ortega, SF. $6 general, $5 

I students, seniors and Conservatory members.
, Info: 564-8086.

Erotic A-G o-G o , a benefit book party celebrating 
the publication o f Bizarro In Love. Erotic I Cabaret (7 :3 0 -9  pm) features erotic videos. Chris 

I Kammler, Petra the Mime, Esza Stauffer, Rain- 
' beau &  Lanza &  Maxine the Trash Queen. Dance 

party at 9 pm stars the Guest. Sliding scale dona
tion, $5 up. Amelia’s, upstairs. Info: 337-9554.

Blush Production’s BurLEZk erotic danceshow 
for women happens at the Baybrick Inn, 1190 
Folsom, SF, at 9 pm. $5. Info: 751-7341.

4  DECEMBER 
THURSDAY

The New Shakespeare Company o f SF opens a 
musical adaptation o f Rumpebliltskin, at USF’s 
Lone Mountain Theatre. Performances at 10 am, 
1 pm and 8 pm. Reservations: 346-3065 or 
668-7633.

sECOND GLANCE
Contlnu0d from pap » 22

As in all the arts, when anything 
goes, everything goes. The post-post- 
whatever-it-is decade we’ re in so 
despairs o f originality that all we can 
do is cannibalize the past with quote 
marks. And yet fashion continues to 
embarrass, even astonish us at times, if  
only by juxtaposing high and low, | 
masterpiece and trash. |

Now that AIDS has closed the bath i 
houses, alternative fa.shion or Perfor
mance A rt may be the last site o f un
controlled, orgiastic frenzy we have 
left. I ’m reminded o f the British 
sculptor W illiam Tucker’s complaint: 
“ I ’ ve found it more or less impossible 
to persuade students to aaually make 
anything at all. They’ve all been so 
busy . . . cavorting about in the 
nude.”  And Peter Fuller’s reply: “ I 
should think it is more fiin cavorting in

the nude than fitting  those wretched 
sticks o f piping together.”

Maybe Michael Page’s mooning 
model was making a more profound 
statement on the fashion scene than he 
realized. ®

Continued from page 25

Repo Man as Kevin, the dopey friend 
o f the Emilio Estevez character) has a 
big part \a Straight To Hell. He is also 
Dan W ul’s half brother, and the best 
bass player out o f the five different ones 
I ’ve seen Pray For Rain play with. 
There was something very basic, good 
and hard about his style, which added 
a more firm ly planted and forceful 
quality to their show. Regular bassist 
Gary Brown is also very good but it 
seems he’s been too busy touring with

Flora Purim to make many shows. 
Other past substitutes include Todd 
Stadtman and Lisa Davis o f The Nak
ed Into (a favorite local band o f all 
Pray For Rain members) whose debut 
LP — Here Comes The World has 
found my turntable a lot lately.

A  few major labels have expressed 
interest in Pray For Rain, most recently 
RCA. Until the Sid and Nancy sound
track, the band has never made it to 
vinyl. A  few years ago when they call
ed themselves Big Race, a demo tape of 
their song “ Hands On Ice”  received 
heavy rotation on The Quake. Not 
being signed to a label as a pop band 
has enabled them to be independently 
involved with the film  projects. 
They’ve enjoyed scoring films, find it 
lucrative and would like to do more, 
but they consider work in that genre 
just one side o f an otherwise pop band. 
Now when record labels approach 
them, their past work lends an air o f

credibility. This reverse approach to 
popular success seems to be working 
well.

A t press time Pray For Rain and 
Zander Schloss are finishing up the 
soundtrack for Straight To Hell at the 
Plant in  Sausalito. Once this big project 
is completed the band will concentrate 
on putting out a pop record. I ’ m glad

‘Singin’ in the Rain’ 
Film ‘Happening’ set

A special “ audience participation”  
showing o f the 1952 movie musical 
Singin ’ in Ihe Rain w ill be held at the 
U.C. Theatre. 2036 University Avenue. 
Berkeley. The event is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
The audience is invited to attend in 
1920’ s costumes, rain gear and tap 
shoes and to sing and dance along with 
the actors on screen. A $4.00 admis-

the soundtracks came first for Pray For 
Rain, otherwise the only movie scores 
they may have been able to appear on 
would be horrid yuppie sexual farces or 
the teen exploitation films that so many 
well known and popular bands toss 
their insipid tracks on to. Their work so 
far tells me that we have much more to 
look forward to.

sion fee w ill be charged, including the 
co-feature “ 42ND STREET” .

Besides staging outlandish happen 
ings. Musical Theatre Lovers United 
holds monthly sing-along parties all 
over the Bay Area, organizes theatre 
outings, publishes a quarterly newslet
ter and presents an annual Stephen 
Sondheim birthday bash each March, 

j People can obtain information about 
the club by sending a stamped-self- 

' addressed envelope to: Musical Theatre 
, Ixrvers, P.O. Box 4384, San Francisco, 

CA 94101 or by calling their hotline: 
(415)845-0982. ■

Ginsberg at 60: 
Freeing the Spirit

A llen Ginsberg’s fourteenth book of poems, White 
Shroud, is a moving testimony to the undefeated 
human spirit. Ever inquiring, ever extending his means 

and the emotional territory of his subject, Ginsberg at 
60 is more youthful than many poets half his age.

The structure o f  White Shroud ap
pears similar to that o f Ginsberg’s two 
previous books: There is a long title 
poem and an assortment o f songs, 
haiku-like notations, and irreverent
meditations on Buddhism , the 
vicissitudes o f loving pretty boys and 
global politics. What makes White 
Shroud more compelling than M ind  
Breaths or Plutonium Ode is a new 
depth and subtlety o f feeling, and the 
poet’s command o f a narrative that 
can accommodate self-disparaging wit 
and burlesque humor, profound 
sadness, and revelation o f the con
cerns lying half-hidden beneath the 
surface o f daily experience.

Ginsberg calls the title poem an epi
logue to his masterwork, “ Kaddish.”  
As in that poem. Ginsberg is here con
cerned w ith issues o f fam ily— what it 
means to be linked to a particular set 
o f fates and, now, how it feels to be 
facing old age and its attendant 
loneliness. Ginsberg meets his mother 
in a dream liv ing in an alley, neglected 
by her famous son. Naomi Ginsberg- 
—who died in an insane asylum in 
1957—has always functioned in her 
son’s poems as a kind o f emblem o f 
the suffering in the physical world.

“ Kaddish" describes young A llen ’s 
attraction/reoulsion for his mother’ s 
scarred body, “ stitching o f incisions 
pulling down in the fat like hideous 
thick zippers.”  Now Ginsberg’ s 

i dream-self looks sadly info his 
I mother’s mouth and wonders “ how 
leaf . . .  mushroom-like gray-white 

horseshoe of incisors she chomped 
, w ith, hard flat flowers ranged around 
iher gums.”  In both passages, the 
awful precise detail has its own en- 

j  thralling beauty, manifested in the 
dense interplay o f rhyming vowels and 

j aspirated consonants. In “ Kaddish,”  
consolation for suffering is wrested by 
a prayer outside o f existence, to the 

' “ great Eye that stares on A l l . "  The 
1 later poem finds its consolation in the 

m ultiplic ity o f worlds within Being:

The dreamed "Land  of the D ead." 
where a certain reconciliation is possi
ble, and “ living Poess," where craft 
and love work their redemption.

The dreamed reconciliation of 
“ White Shroud”  is acted out in 
“ Memory Cousins.”  as Ginsberg 
returns to New Jersey to visit his step
mother Edith to whom the book is 
dedicated. What he finds is noth' 
fantastic or particularly horrible—just 
the modest details o f our future, 
humbly recorded:
I  looked down the long hall, 
door after door o f Aunts and Uncles 

retired alive
white haired, television hound seeing 

Ihe doctor, eating
delicatessen salad Sundays, reading 

best seller
hooks, du sting furniture, cleaning 

kitchen floors, happily 
visiting Doctors for Minor blood 

pressure, depression 
or hernias. Years ahead, they should 

live so long, they’d die . . .
Hardly visionary writing, you might 

say, from the man who long ago insist
ed, “ the only poetic tradition is the 
voice from  the burning bush.”  The d if
ference is that now Ginsberg’s oracle 
prophesies whatw . Having survived the 
madhouse, the daily accidents o f life 
and a lengthy and provocative public 
career, now “ older than our shouts and 
banners”  the poet finds miracle enough 
in the actual world.

In 1984, Ginsberg took a trip  to 
China. He became ill there, and spent

much o f his time reading and receiving 
visitors. Like the vivid graceful plain- 
spoken poems o f its Tang dynasty 
namesake. “ Readim; Bai Juvi”  gathers

There is an odd omission in this in- 
clusise b iw k: Any mention o f AIDS. 
As late as 1985 Ginsberg writes o f 
“ spurt(ing) my loves deep”  in a com-

Ginsberg is unafraid to be himself in his art, 
to remain inquisitive, to ''sing out (his) holy 

note o f heart's delight. "

There is a long title poem and an assortment 
of songs, haiku-like notations, and irreverent 
meditations on Buddhism, the vicissitudes o f 

loving pretty boys and global politics.

into its wide field o f attention sharply- 
focused sensory detail, history, and 

* social criticism as well as reflections on 
the poet’s own greed and desire to “ ap
pear hero ic." The poem also boasts 
passages of exquisitely compressed lyric 

I beauty, as in these lines describing a 
song heard outside the poet’s sickroom 
window: i

. . .  a bird
repeating its ascending whistle, pipe 

notes hurst
into a burble o f joyfu l tones ending 

i wildly
\ with variable trills in swift succession 

high and low 
and high again.

 ̂ As Ginsberg brags in another poem
in this collection, “ Sun &  I on the 
level” -G insberg  returns the bird ’s 
sincere offering with his own cranky, 
personal song.

Ginsberg’ s visit to China also pro- 
I duced one of his subtlest poems in 

years: “ Written in My Dream by W.C. 
W illiams,”  which deploys gentle word
play and a heartbreaking final couplet 
(“ what began/ as desire/ w ill end/ 
wiser” ) to convey its benediction of 
sincerity and self-acceptance. This 
poem, a charming tribute called “ I 
Love Old Whitman So.”  and the most 
generous o f the songs, “ Jumping the 
Gun on the Sun,”  are informed by the 
same tolerant, compassionate maturity 
that illumines “ The Tempest” —delight 
in life ’s detail even as the poet’s every 
third thought is his grave.

rade’s “ bum.”  with no mention o f 
precautionary measures, or the darker 
questions lurking behind the Reagan 
administration’s handling o f the health 
crisis. As Ginsberg is at once one o f our 
most political and most personal poets, 
and A ID S is the nexus o f what is per
sonal and what is political, I had look
ed forward to his fatherly advice and 
articulate anger. It is a measure o f 
Ginsberg’s importance as the spokes
man o f a generation that we d e s ire -  
even anticipate—a made-to-order howl 
in this time of our deep grief and rage.

The final poem in the book, “ Things 
I D on’t Know,”  asks a series o f ques
tions— from "W here’s Sagittarius?”  to  
“ Who killed Roque Dalton?”  to 
“ What kind of government every work
ed?” — that comprise a portrait o f 
Ginsberg’s obsessions and concerns. In 
“ Kaddish.”  in the midst o f Hell, the 
young Ginsberg asked, “ What is this 
life?" thus returning poetry to its 
sacred occupation o f addressing and 
confronting the essential terms o f exis
tence with childlike openness. Thirty 
years later, in an era when a President 
who “ treats information like a disease”  
is treated with a kind o f slavering idola
try by the media. Ginsberg is unafraid 
to be himself in his art, to remain in 
quisitive. to “ sing out (his) holy note o f 
heart’ s delight.”

While Shroud (Poems ¡980-1985) 
bv Allen Ginsberg, Harper &  Row, 

I N .Y ., 89 pages. ■

MAN-SEX
Tired of the same unbelievable

FANTASIES?
You’ve NEVER had a sex call 

this HOT, NASTY and SEXY. . .  NEVER!
Message CHANGES with EACH CALL

M E



LESS TALK
DAVE FORD

Hello, boys and girls. Today we’re going to look at 
some more big bad wolves in the media. Look out! 

Here comes one now!

Norman’s Land
It's  Norman Podhoretz!

That’s right, he’s back, but not rein
c a rn a te d  as a s w a s t ik a to t in g  
brownshirt, as you might expea. No. 
the Commentary magazine editor 

is simply railing against gays one more 
time, in  a syndicated Nov. 6 San Diego 
Tribune editorial contributed by Less 
Talk Correspondent Dave R ubin, San 
Diego’s answer to LA Law's Amie 
Becker, Norm takes on teen pregnancy 
and AIDS with this clearly-written.

well-thought-out whimper: “ As for 
homosexuality, just as loosening the 
old restraints has opened the gates to a 
flood o f illegitimate babies, so it has led 
to an epidemic o f A ID S .”  And this 
mind-boggler: " O f  course, i f  our child
ren are brought up to believe that chas
tity  is a perversion and homosexuality 
is normal, there is no reason for them 
to cultivate the one or resist the other. 
It is therefore certain that so long as the 
view o f sexuality persists, not all the 
condoms in the world w ill cut down on 
the number o f illegitimate babies born

Scene and Herd
“ Feet and feel and feel of genitalia—and all I want is a few inches."

Lawyer Dave Rubin on the frustrations of San Diego summers. Nov. 12.

“ Barbie doesn’t stand for that; she’d rather go visit the planets”
Mattel marketing manager Candace CL Irving on the Barbie Doll s anti-nuptial, pro-space stance, SF

Chronical, Nov. 6.

“ Have I ever had a homosexual experience? Yes, but only with women."
Chatterbox Dkk Cavett. The Late Show, Nov. 14.

"It’s as though we were the parents and our childen have been sold into white slavery. These poor kids have had 
their teeth knocked out and their eyes blackened . . . They have been . . buggered and bewildered. And now 
they have pul peroxide in their hair. Thai’s the last U ck-th e Turner organization has dyed their hair.”

Film director warhorse John Huston on the effea o f  media magnateTed Turner’s new “ colorizing”  process on 
Huston’s and others’ classic black-and-white flicks, L A  Times, Nov. 14.

OCK PREVIEWS

to babies (huh?), or the number o f 
deaths from A ID S .”

The “ gay plague!”  “ The children!”  
The wacky, kooky world o f Norm Pod
horetz!

Well, there he goes again.

Queer’s Abby
A  Mrs. C. from  Beverly H ills— that 
raging hotbed o f  gilt-edged sophistica
tio n -w rite s  to  Abigail Van Buren 
(Dear Abby to you and me)— Mrs 
C .—is “ confused about A ID S .”  and 
adds her friend “ quit her regular hair
dresser because she thinks he’s gay. 
(She says, ‘W hy take a chance?)’ ’ 

Abby snaps, “ Your friend would be 
far wiser to worry about her own sexual 
behavior than who is setting her hair 
. . . ’ ’ That’s telling her, girl. However, 
Abby then tries to set Mrs. C. 
“ straight”  on the facts— and bumbles: 
“ AIDS is a sexually transmitted 
disease. It is no longer limited to 
homosexuals and drug addicts.”  

Excuse me, but it never was—except 
in the “ straight”  public’s loopy and 
misguided perception. And Abby 
betrays her own D iFi-like skirt
smoothing with this blistering closer; 
“ The days o f casual sex are over!”  

Only if  you ’ve never heard o f con
doms, protective lube and the by-by
now familiar safe sex guidelines. M om !

“Giri’s Bloom
The writing is sometimes inane, and it ’ s 
been accused o f an inherent ageism, 
but NBC’s Golden Girls (Saturdays, 9 
pm, Ch. 4) is w ittier— and less insult
ing—than most TV sitcoms (the recent
ly cancelled f-llen Rurstyn Show, a 
horror in which the women are mealy- 
mouthed simps, springs to mind). And 
the ensemble acting is hot.

Not to mention the show’s political 
consciousness. In the Nov. 8 episode, a 
bereaved friend o f Dorothy’s (Bea 
Arthur) visits the “ g irls ." Early on we 
learn she’s gay; the comedy derives 
from Dorothy’s in itia l attempts to hide 
—then later reveal— this “ startling”  
fact to her wary and bemused house
mates.

The writers couldn’t resist a couple 
of cheap shots, but they also dished up 
lines like these, from the irascible Sofia 
(Estelle Getty), Dorothy’s mom: “ I ’d 
rather live with a lesbian than a cat- 
—unless the lesbian sheds.”  And: “ i f  
one o f my kids was gay, I wouldn’ t love 
her any less.”

Newman’s Dressing
But we don’ t have a picture. Sorry.

Still, having lamba.sted the movie 
star for his “ heterosexual”  shenana- 
gins in Life  magazine two columns 
back, I feel it fa ir to note that, accord
ing to in  Another Voice (Huntington. 
NY) story run in the Nov. 6 BAR, 
Paul Newman has donated some pro 
fits from sales o f his Newman’s Own 
products (salad dressing, spaghetti 
sauce, popcorn), to the American 
Federation for AIDS Research.

One small pledge for an actor, one 
giant leap for the actor’s kind.

Time’s Lee
Only a Time writer could concoct such 
a delightfully dainty and virulently 
vicious one-liner—and only Time 
would print it.

In his Nov. 5 review o f Liberace’s 
Radio C ity Music Hall show, Richard 
C orIm  characterized The Furred 
Thing’s fans as “ . . .  these ladies o f  a

certain age and young men o f a certain 
persuasion.”

“ Ladies?”  “ Certain persuasion?”  
The critic ’ s choice: Long as it doesn’t 
scare the women and horses, eh. Rich?

Penn’s Pals
Never known for fairness, the National 
F-nquirer now joins the ranks o f fag
bashing publications ranging from The 
Weekly World News to Fuckin ’ B ill 
Buckley's National Review.

Thanks to an Oct. 21 clipping sent 
by New York Less Talk correspondent 
and bon vivant Andy Anderson, we 
learn that Sean Penn is allegedly 
furious at wife Madonna fo r support
ing— emotionally and financially—an 
AIDS-stricken friend, 23-year-old 
make-up artist Martin Burgoyne.

Let’s not dignify the torrid  tabloid 
with a response to “ quotes”  like this 
one, from an “ insider” : “ I t ’ s ironic 
that a gay guy has come between 
macho Sean and his sexy, feminine 

I wife.”  And; “ |Sean| is insanely jealous 
o f M artin . . . |his and Madonna’s!

I marriage is on the brink o f disaster.”  
Three months ago Andy told Less 

Talk Modonna was “ quietly”  paying 
M arlin ’s medical b ills—an heroic ad. 
He now says he doesn’ t know the slate 
o f The Marriage, but adds. “ This 
Enquirer piece is just disgusting jo u r
nalism.”

W ith that kind o f insight and unfet
tered language, Andy might want to 
start a media-watch column o f his own.

Papa’s Brand- 
Name Bag
“ Jack Hemingway, son o f . . . Ernest 
. . .  and father of . . . Margaux and 
Muriel, has obtained trademark protec
tions for his father’s name,”  writes 
l,eah Garchik in her Oct. 24 “ Per
sonals”  column (the funniest and most 
entertaining part o f the SF Chronicle).

Says Jack; “ When anybody who is a 
writer does this, i t ’ s something that 
people question, but nobody raises an 
eyebrow when it ’s a . . . Calvin Klein 
or somebody like tha t.”

I t ’ s true. And a “ straight”  writer 
like Ernest Hemingway may have had 
more in common with a “ straight”  
fashion designer like Calvin Klein than 
any o f us will ever know.

Cable Car Awards
The board o f Diredors o f Cable Car 

Awards, Inc., announced that the th ir
teenth annual Cable Car Awards and 
Show w ill be held on Saturday, Febru
ary 28ih, at the G ift Center Pavillion, 
888 Brannan Stred, at 8th Street. 
Doors will open at seven and the show 
will begin promptly at eight. Ticket 
holders w ill have an opportunity to 
vote in many categories o f the awards 
before the start o f the show.

Bob Cramer, the founder and chair 
o f the Awards promises that the 198? 
show will be the very best in the long 
history o f this group. In 1975, when 
Cramer was Emperor o f San Francis
co, the awards were begun as a fund
raiser. Since then each year proceeds 
from the event are channelled to benefit 
the San Francisco Lesbian and Gay 
Community.

For information about the show or 
tickets, please phone (415) 826-2999 or 
write Cable Car Awards, Inc., P.O. 

i Box 1171, SF,CA 94101. ■

Neil Young & Crazyhorse
Seven years back, Neil Young re

sponded to punk’s anarchistic chal- j 
lenge with the b rillian t blast-furnace o f 
Rust Never Sleeps : an exhilarating, . 
cautionary tribute that la id  claim to 
his own scorched roots. A fte r an 
obstinate set o f detours in to  his own 
cracked brands o f  synth-pop, (Trans), ' 
rockabilly {Everybody’s Rockin'), \ 
and neo-conservative country, ip id  \ 
Ways)—\ht 40 year-old orig ina l has 
mounted this grand, theatrical tribute | 
featuring what he calls, “ the th ird- 
greatest band in the w o rld .”  Neil and | 
his original paint-stripping tr io , plan ; 
to face into the ¿ orious vortex, I 
(claimed these days by héros like 
Husker Du, and The Replacements), 
and face them down w ith  numbers 
dating from 17 years back to  the pre
sent. The hall is a bam , but consider
ing that this is the show tha t’s being 
taped and broadcast, 1 wouldn’t 
chance waiting another seven years for 
the live article. (Cow Palace, 11/21, 
7:30 pm, $17.50).

Polkacide, Tragic 
Mulatto, Jungle Studs,
Mud Wimmin

This is billed as a fashion show: 
“ Survival o f  the Loudes— with cour- 
ture by Liz Polkaslut, but it promises 
to be ihereal “ garage”  wonder o f the 
night. Neil’ s show may be fo r posteri
ty, but these rowdies w on ’t aim past 2 
am—or need to . (The Farm , 11/21, 8 
pm, S6.50).

Todd Rundgren, The 
Tubes, KBC, Garcia & 
Weir, Goldthwaite, 
Pritchard, etc.

An embarrassment o f  o f  talent joins 
forces in a tribu te  to  local come
dienne, Jane D om acker— and to seed 
a trust-fund fo r her recently orphaned 
daughter, Naomi Kickerbocker. The 
cause is worthy, the cast stellar. 1 just 
hope you can still get a ticket. (War- 
field, 11/22, 7:30 pm, $17.50).

Jason & The Scorchers, 
Georgia Sattelites

Jason is this lad ou t o f Nashville 
who had the idea to torch on country 
befoe Earle or Yokum . Unfortunately, 
he has a voice as th in  as Nancy 
Reagan. The openers, out o f Atlanta, 
are the real draw. Lead singer Dan 
Baird may not be quite as breathtak- 
ingly handsome as our own Don 
Baird, but his music is drenched in 
lighter fluid that dripped out oiExiles 
on Main Street : that may even draw a 
diehard old Slones’ fanatic like Dave 
Ford. Those s till dubious are referred 
to side two o f the band’s debut Ip—  
just out on Elektra. (Stone, 11/22, 9 
pm, $9.50 adv, $11 day).

Legal Reins,
Shower Scene

The headliners were finalists in the 
local battle o f the bands. They lost out 
to Voice Farm and deserved to. The 
openers— a troupe o f  gay KUSF djs 
—weren’ t around to compete. Here’ s 
their chance. (C lub 9, 11/22, 11 pm, 
S5).

•

Phillip Glass, (with Linda 
Ronstadt, and  the 
Roches)

The m inimalist composer was sup
posed to have come up with a cross
over Ip last year w ith ,5o /i^s  o f Liquid 
Days. Folks like Byrne, Anderson, 
and Vega scribbled lyrics, and these 
thrushes sang. The Ip proved about as 
commercial as a new Kleenex. Now 
you can relive the tedium. (Davies 
Hall, 11/24 & 25, 8:30 pm, $l5-$.35).

ADAM BLOCK 

Voice Farm, Love Club
W arner Bros records w ill have their 

scouts up to check out Voice Farm at 
this gig— so they ought to pull out the 
stops. The all-knowing Howie Klein 
calls the openers, “ the best new band 
in tow n .”  An ideal chance to check 
out rising stars and parouse a col
legiate crowd. (I-Beam, 11/24, 10:30 
pm, $6).

Kitty Boudoin with Cycle 
Soul Blues Band

Ms. K itty  takes a dose o f Mae West 
and a stab at Janis. Guitarist Paul Ro
binson is worth the ticket, and the club 
is superb. (D N A, 11/26, 11 pm, $5).

Pray For Rain, Ml 
Alternative, Ogie Yocha

The celebrated headlines (see Don 
Baird ’ s Rock Reviews), take to SF’s 
original punk palace. The openers 
feature one o f Romeo V o id ’s former 
drummers, and M l have a m ini-hit 
over at KUSF with their tune, 
“ R a in .”  A  worthy p ilgrimage. 
(Mabuhay, 11/28, 10 pm, $5).

Shriekback, TBA
By turns spooky, engrossing, pro- 

! pulsive, and terminally pretentious— 
this is the 9-piece “ Big Band”  version 

j  o f the group that shattered o ff from 
the Gang o f Four into JG Ballard 

I country. Their fifth Ip is called. Big 
Night Music but I somdimes think 

! they should have called it. Smarter 
Than A ny Three o f You. For a hefty 
price, the post-graduate crew w ill 
endeavor to rock you. (DV8, 11/29, 
10 pm, $12.50 adv, $15 door).

Kotoja, Carribean All- 
Stars, Ntu Shamala

This could be the real ‘big night 
music.’ A t the friendliest o f venues, 
the rhythm  will rule. (The Farm, 
11/29. 9 pm, $7).

' Teresa Trull with 
Bonnie Hays

Stars o f the Baybrick move next 
' door to  the U ltra  Room. Lesbian 

sisters on the prowl w ith passion. 
(Great American Music H a ll, 11/30,8 

i pm, $8).

Casmper Van Beethoven, 
Ruin

Santa Cruz’s bluegrass hippies are 
on their third album—without yet 
matching their brilliant first sin^e, 
“ Take The Skinheads Bowling,”  and 
don’ t seem to care a hoot. Back-porch 
psychedelia lives. The openers, out o f 
Philly, are a tougher breed, to judge 
from their debut Ip, Fiat Lux 
(Homestead), and may pour some 
petrol on Camper’s bonfire. Take 
acid. (I-Beam, 12/1, 10:30 pm, $6).

Nova Mob
This jazzy little  combo grabs Sara 

from  the Residents to push the 
Haight’s coziest tavern round the 
twist. (Nightbreak, 12/3, 11 pm, $4).

Tubes Xmas Show
SF’s prop-heavy vaudevillians o f 

the 70’s just can’t seem to retire. Are 
they still doing, “ White Punks On 
Dope” ? What, than? Voice Farm 
ought to check out the ghost o f Xmas 
past. (D N A , 12/3, 11 pm, $6).

Rockin’ Sydney, TBA
The last time this gent brought this 

bayou combo to town, the normally 
mild-mannered Memphis Mark danc
ed the D ippity Doo right out o f his 
hair, and took to braying at the moon, 
as elderly black ladies in polyester 
shouted fervent requests to the unflap
pable bandleader and author of, “ My 
Toot T oo t.”  This is roadhouse • 
genius, and unalloyed peppiness. Get 
deliverance! (Wolfgang’s, 12/3, 8 pm, 
$10 adv, $11 day).

Idris Akamore &
Rhodessa Jones

This mad black drag queen and her 
nubian precussionist do performance 
art as over-the-top gonzo com e d y- 
soulful too. (Club 9 ,12/4,11 pm, $5).

Naked Into
Pray For Rain’s favorite local 

band, formed by the former bassist 
form B-Team, celebrate release o f 
their debut Ip, Here Comes The 
World Again with this showcase gig, 
(under the A rt Motel). (Club 9, 12/5, 
I I  pm, $5).

O M D , Models
For the longest time fans mistook 

O M D  for synth-pioneers, and great 
experimentalists. W ith their latest 
release, even their fans have wised up. 
The bones are booked with the freshly 
forgettable Models’ . Dress Espirt. 
(W arfield. 12/5, 8 pm, $15.50). ■

Cartoon Art Museum 
Sponsors Design 
Conference

Artists and photographers who have 
ever pidured their creations on the 
front o f a birthday, gd-well, or holiday 
card are invited to attend The Cartoon 
A rt Museum’s conference on “ Design
ing Ci Marketing the Greeting Card,”  
Sunday, December 7, 1986 from  10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. in Dwindle H all, on the 
UC Berkeley campus.

The conference fee o f $65 includes 
refreshments, lunch, and handout 
materials. Since space is lim ited, early 
reservations are urged. For futher in
formation, and to register, call the 
Museum ofliceat: 415-397-3717. ■

T h e  S o u n d s  o f  M a n - S e x

You smell, you taste, you even feel the genuine sound of man-sex

There are 
some things 
you just have 
to hear to 
believe. . .

I w o  bucks w ill hook you 
into the kind o f man-talk 
you ’ve only imasined up 
to n o w , ,  you ’ll experi
ence everyth ing. . . even 
smell the sweat, so please, 
adults only.

Call 415

976-SUCK
$2. plus to ll, if any



STRICTLY PERSONAL
HOUSE PET

Affectionate, intelligent, loving, 
sensitive housepet, green eyes, 
blond, 6'. 170 lbs. smooth swim
mer's build, unusually attractive, 
seeks relationship providing finan- 
cial assis tance  to pursue 
bodybuilding schedule full-time at 
home. Open to all possibilities. 
Would consider a committed, 
long-term, lover-type involvement 
Responses held in strictest con
fidence. Established personal 
references available. Reply Box 
#839. (P-231

Cocksucker Wanted 
Attractive, masculine, sensitive S 
hung,hhick/cut GWM wants horny 
boy, 20-35. who is ready to kneel 
down S take good care of me while 
I kick back 8 have a beer after 
work I'm 37. 5 '8 '. 155 ibs. very 
health-conscious, unusually hor 
ny. with brown hair, warm blue 
eyes, and dark, full beard 
Pholo/note SUSA Box 838. (P 22)
36. 165 Ibs. work nights, days free 
Your lover never needs to know 
Open to new ideas and trips, 
younger novices o k Let s get it 
on! This versatile well built, hung, 
hot guy is waiting for you A little 
rad? Sounds good. Sure we can 

I deal with rubbers. S.F . North Bay.
I East Bay. Photo please Tom, SUSA 

Box 837 ____ ___ (P25)

1 HAIRY, VERSATILE AND HUNG i
Good looking blond, butch, hung I 
big, 5' 11", moustache, gym body, ' 
swimmer’s build. Wants good 
looking, well built W/M over 5' 8" 
who are versatile, masculine, well ¡ 
hung with very hairy body. Strong ■ 
muscular hairy thighs and hairy, 
tight, round hungry buns for long 
safe sessions. 776-7472 Evenings. 

__________________________ (P23)
[ DADDY’S BOY WANTED
Successful man, 39, good-looking, 
wants healthy young man, 21-30, 
for good times, friendship/rela- 
tionship. Send description and 
phone number to Box 152, 584 

1 Castro, SF 94114. (P-24)

AFFECTIONATE AND KINKY
1 Looking for: Someone emotionally 
mature, but young in spirit, even 
childlike. Boyish games which in
clude a little wrestling to get at 
each other's balls, slapping them 
enough to touch pain; working on 

I each other's butt with paddles, 
some straps and hand; jacking 
cocks together. At the same time, 
mature affection, so that we con- 

' nect in several of our chakras, and 
we combine auras to create one. 5' 
9 ”. 150 Ibs., 57, exciting, attractive 
body. No J.O. calls. Want to meet 

' anrf rioit. t415)863-0342. _LP-24)
FOR PROTECTiON AGAINST 

AIDS!
Help protect yourself and others 
by always using condoms with 
nonoxynol-9 in them for safer sex. 
(The spermicide nonoxynol-9 may 
help kill the AIDS virus on contact), 

j For 15 condoms with nonoxynol-9 
I on them, send $5.53 to Safe Sex 

products, 431 Bosworth St., SF 
94112. Phone 469-0454. (50c Dis
count if sent with this AD before 
12/15/86). _______(P23)

UP-FRONT
I’m a 30 year old GWM executive 
who's tired of the corporate rat 
race. I'm 6 ft. 7 in. tall, blond hair, 
blue eyes, excellent physical con
dition, intelligent, ambitious and 
growth oriented. Looking (or GWM 
to take charge and create the at- : 
mosphere necessary to continue I 
developing myself both mentally
arid p h y s ic a lly ________iP'2̂ 4)

SPANKING VIDEOS!
Hot men needed (18 -i-) to perform.
No sex, no bondage. Call (415) 
553-2564 and ask for Mark Powers.
Do it now! _(P^3)

DO IT FOR DADDY
Hot. hung executive, gym-toned, 
hairy, balding, seeks regular safe 
sevice from deep throat expert and 
tight-end receiver. Requirements: 
masculine, extremely good look
ing, well-proportioned, healthy, 
non-smoker, dependable, articu
late, affectionate, and, especially, 
eager-to-please. Spanking op
tional. Leave message 285-1099. 7 
am-10 pm only (P-24)

LOVER / FRIEND
White busness man late 40's, 185 
Ibs. looking for sincere male to age 
40. You must like home life, 
honest, oral, wiling to put time into 
our relationship, and be under
standing. I have lots to offer the 
right person. Reply: Big John, 415 
Laguna, San Francisco, CA 94102 
with contact information,

(P-24)
r u g g ed  yet r e f in e d

Non-stereotypical GWM, 26, law 
student, seeks sincere, younger 
guy, 18-25. I'm attractive, 5’10", 
155 Ibs, athletic, straight looking/ 
acting, into new music, cinema, 
outdoors, quiet times. Intelligent, 
creative young student would be 
ideal. Boyish good looks preferred. 
No games — quality relationship 
sought. Box 6611, SF 94101. (P-24)

FREE AT LAST
[ Attractive masculine Italian law 
I student, 28 yrs old, into body 
1 building and various sports (48 
’ inch chest, 17 inch arms, 31 inch 

waist), just coming out of a dif
ficult relationship. Seeks sincere 
friend not into bars and games, but 
who is serious about working out 
and would like to make a new bud
dy. If your attractive, muscular, 
stable and sincere, who knows 
what could happen, go ahead and 
take a chance. Call 558-8266 after 
1100 pm or write to 584 Castro St., 
BOX442.SF.CA94114 (P-04)

SEEKING 
AFFECTIONATE BOTTOM

Attractive GWM, 42, trim, stable 
and very affectionate seeks 
similar gay or bi man (30-50) for 
regular safe sex encounters. Am 
Greek active (with condoms) but 
also love creative J/O, massage & 
lots of cuddling. Prefer someone 
not in the usual gay mainstream 
who is physically in reasonable 
shape. Box 6656, SF 94101. (P-24)

HOT DADDY
Hot daddy looking for boy to obey 
him. Call 976-RODS. Adults only. 
$2.00. ________  (Pj;0)

SEXUALLY SAFE 
ATTRACTIVE MALE

Moving to or around Bay Area. 
Would like to meet people through 
mail/phone before I arrive. I'm 21, 
5'8”, 130 lbs, ash blond hair, hazel 
eyes, nice build, smooth chest. I 
enjoy quiet intimate evenings, be
ing romantic, going out on the 
town, being with friends and doing 
new things. As to personality I'm 
outgoing, friendly, considerate, 
imaginative, independent and very 
sensitive. I will answer all replies, 
your picture gets mine, Dexter 

i Sauvage, 2117 90th North. Seattle, 
WA 98103. Write soon!______(P-24)

Nude Erotic M assage by

CRAIG 864-1487
MASSAGE

Do you feel tired, sore muscles, 
has stress got you down. Take the 
worries out of the day. Relax, let 
yourself enjoy a satisfing. healing 
massage. Strong hands, loving 
touch. Non-sexual, professional 
massage $25/hr. Ken 285-2692.

(MA-24)

SENTINEL 
CLASSIFIEDS 
Limited Offer 

Buy Two 
Get One FREE 
861-8100

SECLUDED MARIN RETREAT
Minutes from San Francisco, six 
levels of living on a sunny, south 
facing slope. Terraced gardens,; 
Victorian charm in quiet, wooded 

I environment. Recently renovated 
throughout. Seven bedrooms, two 
full baths, two halt baths. Decks, 
patios, double garage. Mount Tam 
view. 65 and 67 Millard Road, 
Larkspur. $327,000. Agents 
welcome. 924-7209. (FS-24)

FULL BODY MASSAGE
Enjoy a relaxing, therapeutic 
massage from a trained, mature 
professional. I am certified in 
several types of massage and use 
a combination for a fantastic feel
ing. $30. Call Roy, 8 am - 10 pm at 
621-1302. (MA-24)

THINK CHRISTMAS
Do you want to spend Christmas 
alone? No, I don't either. I want to 
find someone like you to spend 
this and future holidays with. I am 
a GWM Interested in a long term 
relationship. Give me a call and 
lets talk it over — Rob 586-3825.

____________________________ t í £ l L - ,
If you aré Greek Active and French ¡ 
Passive; Black or Latin; horny and 
hard at 7:00 am - send phone 
number to 309 Judah. #204, SF, CA 
94117. (P-24)

BODY ELECTRIC 
GROUP OIL MASSAGE FOR MEN 
Every Sunday 7-10 pm $12 Drop in 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 
Body Electric School, 653-1594 
6527-A Telegraph Ave., Oakland 

Under 25 and over 65 
admitted free with this ad

CALM IN THE CASTRO
Calm, trained, experienced hands. 
The unique 7-chakra Swedish/ 
Esalen Bliss Massage. 75 minutes, 
non-sexual, only $30. Jim 864-2430.

(MA-24)

MASSAOE
TALL, DARK, HANDSOME

Italian, Hung Big, Will give mas
sage in all the right places. Homy 
all the time.

Call 775-7184

ACTION
I want some action after a hard 
days work. 976-RODS. Adults only.
$2.00. (PO)

AMERICAN JAPANESE SOUGHT
Sincere, warm, kind, safe, GWM,
6', 150 Ibs, 33, slim goodlooking 
-w-clean clipped beard, looking for 
a quality minded individual with 
high ideals, that wants to get the [ 
most out of what life has to offer. i 
Does not smoke, no hard drug use, | 
no hang ups. I am easy going, lov
ing. considerate, stable but not 
stuck in a rut, & emotionally ex
pressive. My intrests are varied 
from cuddling at home to most 
outdoor activities or a night on the 
town. You should be cute but. . . 
Gods gift need not apply here.
Send a pictue if not to shy, and/or a
letter is a must. Steve, P.O. Box 
421983, S.F., CA94142^_

' HOT HUNG HAIRY TOPS
1 G.B.M., 40, 5' 7", 130 Ibs with 
1 smooth buns and hot hungry hole 
I needs deep plowing, long lasting 

heavy hung white & latin tops to 
make my butt sweat. Condom a 

I must. 282-8940. Low Hangers A +1 (P-24)

WANTED BRIGHT GUYS
GBM, 35, 5’11", 169 Ibs, mustache, 
art lover, into physical fitness, not 
into drugs, skilled professional, 
enjoy jetting away on the week
ends with special friends, I would 
like to meet creative and physical
ly active guys. I will exchange my 
sexy photo for yours. I’m attracted 
to Filipinos. Write: boxholder, P.O. 
Box 880608, San Francisco, CA 
94188.___________________ (P-25)

~  HUNGRY BOTTOM SEEKS 
HOT TOPS

GWM, 6 ’, 160 Ibs, 38 looks 30, dk 
hair, moustache, hary chest & hair
less from the waist down. Loves to 
eat hairless ass, W.S., dirty talk & 
being a pig at receiving FFA. Seeks 
hot studs (18-34) with little or no 
body hair to be daddy. Make me 
your nympho bitch! Call Billy at 
928-6968 Weds-Sun 5pm to 9 pm.

(P-24)

GET BLISSEDI
If you are worthy of the very best 
tender, loving care. I’ll take you on 
a 75 minute safe, intimate sharing 
experience. This relaxation and re
juvenation session includes sim
ple techniques of self-hypnosis to 
achieve deep ‘alpha’ relaxation, 
also sensual and pressure-point 
massage, creative visualization, 
arom atherapy, regenerative  
whole-body orgasm and the basics 
of 'soft sex,' all in a safe, clean 
tranquil environment. Fee is $30.00 
LARY COLLINS 626-7696

____________ (MA-23)

DEEP MASSAGE
Wonderfully warm and sensual. 
Enjoy it anytime! David, 648-6774. 
In/out._________________ (MA-05)

PERSONAL
GROWTH

PSYCHIC
Psychic, Playing Cards and Oracle 
Reading. Past, Present and 
Future. Alter 2 pm — Daniel. 
563-4363. (PG-24)

50 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
First Massage $30.00, Second 
Massage $25.00, Third Massage 
$20.00, Fourth Massage $10.00, 
Fifth Massage $5.00. Practitioner 
in the Castro aligns mind, body & 
spirit. Nonsexual 60 minutes. Bob 
282-2419. ____________ (MA-24)

Sunday 
November 2.V 1986 

11 ,\M to 6 PM 
Admission $2.00 

Oírte Madera Inn 
1815 Redwood Hwy. 

For Information 
Call 346-5844.

Roseemhe thnrlle. pren^nlrr of 
The San Franaato PSYCHfC FAIR

FIRST CLASS MASSAGE
A relaxing com bination of 
acupressure. Swedish, shiatsu and 
reflexology to eliminate stress, 
balance energy and promote well
being. Certified. Castro area. 
Joseph 558-9119. (MA-25)

FOR SALE
Condominium in Palm Springs. 

-Three years old. Well located. All | 
the amenities. Seller can't afford 
payments. Selling cheap! 654-4291 

(FS-23) I

CAD FOR SALE
' '63 Cadillac. Mint condition, good I 
tires, brakes and paint. Blown 

I headgasket, still runs, its your fo r. 
just $295.00 or best offer. Call Cyn-1 
thia 9-5 at 861-8203. Must Sell. , 

(FS-23)

RENTAL
VILLAGE SQUARE APTS. |

$650 — Up 1 Bedroom. $900 — Up 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath. $1,150. 3, 
Bedroom View. New wall to wall 
carpets, drapes, self-cleaning 
oven, dishwasher, disposal. 
Underground garage included. 
Heated pool, saunas, billiards, 
fireside lounge, exercise rooms, 

"i ping-pong. Coin laundry rooms. 
Keyed entry doors, elevators. Easy 
transportation. Shopping across 
s tree t. Quiet. M anager on 
premises 7 days. Village Square 
Apartments. Diamond Heights 
Area. 285-1231. (FR-22)

$500 — LAR<3E , 
SUNNY STUDIO & 

Kitchen Nook
View, Hardwood Floors, 

Cable, Transportation 
600 Fell St,  San Francisco

(415) 626-2041

TAKE A CHANCE
Handsome, loving gay male with 
AIDS, 5’11", 150, 32, dark brown 
hair, blue eyes, trim beard, funny 
and affectinate. Seeks similar man 
who is also healthy, and a believer 
in self-healing, for support, in
timacy, and possible relatinship. 
I’m enjoying the expereience, and 
I’d like to share it with someone 
special who also intends to re
cover as I do. If you’re out there 
and intrigued, write to: Todd 
Balderson, 195 Douglas, SF 94114. 
You won’t regret it! (P-24)
STRAIGHT MEN WELCOME TOO! 
Unsatisfied with what you get from 
your regular? Want occasional 
male head or ass? If you are white, 
trim, good looking and very well 
hung and want a quickie start leav
ing a very descriptive message on 
my machine. I'll pick up if I can. 
Evenings 7 till midnight. Ron 
775-6553, Civic Center Area. Men in 
uniform welcome. (P-25)

YOU DESERVE A MASSAGE
But maybe you've never had one 
before or you're nervous about 
calling. Relax! and call me; a gen
tle, handsome, caring masseur 
with 7 years experience for a sen
sual, non-sexual, exhilarating 
body-mind experience. Guar
anteed wonderful. By appoint
ment. 9 am to 9 pm. Certified. Bill 
at 626-6210. Fh/VA's welcome.

(MA-24))

MAXIMUM HEALTH 
AND VITALITY!!

New four part nutritional program 
is taking country by storm. Took 10 
years to develop, research costs of 
$10,000,000. Now available  
through Company Associates. En
dorsed by leading scientists, doc
tors, Nobel laureates. Formula is 
Antloxidont rich and ideally suited 
for a th le tes . Program also 
available for weight reduction. 
Don't hesitate. Take all the 
guesswork out of vitamin shopp
ing. Call us collect for further infor
mation. Nutrition Enterprises 
805-871-6841. (PG-26)

------------------------------------------------- 1
House Pius Apartment in Scenic 

Russian River Area
Enjoy your vacations or live year 
round in this solidly built 6 room 
home recently painted and carpet
ed throughout. Big country kit
chen, flagstone fireplace, big 
wrap-around deck, inside laundry, 
large storage area, PLUS Studio 
Apartment for income or inlaw 
AND experienced no flooding last 
winter, ALL FOR $79,900! 
Owner/Agent, Call (707) 887-7717.

(FR-23)

PLUSH FLAT
Elegant new 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
flat, sunny, fireplace, view, great 1 
kitchen, garage, pets OK, levelours 
carpets, huge closets, security. 
Potrero H ill, Evenings 7-9, 
282-3440. (FR-24)

FOB SALE
FOR SALE — By Owner

630 Haight (3 Units)
Two 6-Room Victorian Flats (New
ly Remodeled) and One 4-Room 
Store Front
Store Front and One Flat Vacant 
Hardwood Floors and/or Wall-to- 
Wall Carpet, Fireplace, Sun Porch, 
Large Back Yard 
$369,950 Owners Motivated
Telephone; 432-1265 or 355-4820 

(FS-23)
MEN'S FURS 

SZ: 38-40
Canadian Dark Ranchmink, drop
ped skins, custom design, V. 
length. $2,500, B/O. Canadian Blue 
Tip Raccoon with Lynx collar and 
cuffs, hip length $1,500, B.O. Will 
swap for small baby grand or por
table spa. Evenings after 7 pm. 
Richard 753-6866. (FS-23)

Bunkhousel^pts.
Oflice: 419 Ivy Street 

San Francisco  
M on.-Fri. i-S  PM  

Or By A ppointm ent

C om m ercial Space  
Available for R etail

Studio 
1 B R

419 Ivy. #22 
419 lvy,#4D

400 00 
$400 00

Stove, refrigerator, car 
pets and curtains included. 
First and last m onths rent 
required. No deposits. All 
references checked. Mus: 
be em ployed.

863-6262

lOR OFFERED
CHURCH STREET AREA 

Bar and Restaurant, due to in
creasing business operations is 
now taking applications for the 
following positions:
Cooks, bartenders, waiters & 
dishwashers
Applications are available at 718 
14th St. between the hours of 12 
pm and 4 pm only. _____(JO-24)

SERVICE
OPERATOR/SALES

Reliab. person wanted for entry 
level position. Successful app. has • 
good phone manner, attn. to de
tail, exp. w/sales, clerical. Will 
train. Good pay, plus benefits.^ 
Resume, ref's to: The Connecter.. 
Inc.. 515 Broderick St.. Ste. 2. SF. 
CA 94117. Sorry, Appointments 
Only. No Calls. (S-24)

iPROGRESSIVE PAINTING I
Painting & General Contractor I

Free Estimates \
331-8139

____________________ (S-22)
ATTENTION SAN FRANCISCO 

EMPLOYERS!
Central City Hospitality House, a
non-profit agency serving residents 

i of the inner-city area, has qualified, 
pre-screened applicants to refer to 
you for positions you have available 
in your business or home. Our ser
vice is free of charge. FT, PT, and 
day labor referrals available. Con
tact Steven Connolly at 776-2102.

I Thank you._____________ (̂ 2̂2)
CLEANING

"Best cleaning I've ever had!" — 
Bill, The Castro, “Always reliable 
and very thorough" — Steve & 
Rick, Pacific Heights. Call me to 
clean your home, office or apart
ment and you’ll be able to say 
these things too!! Excellent 
references, bonded. Chris 
673-4490. (S-22)

G A Y  S H E L T E R
Do you need food, work, 
clothing, and a place to 
stay'!’ All this is provided at 
the new U.S. Mission Shelter 
at 788 O'Farrell. Come on 
over or call (415) 775-6446.)

PRO PAINTER
Has the color gone out of your 
home? Are you' ready for a 
change? If so call Painting to 
Please. For free estimate and 
receive a special holiday rate. Ser
ving the Bay Area since 1978. Call 
now! Kim Lodge 285-2692. (S-24)

FROM GRIME TO SHINE CO.
House. Apt , Flat. Commercial 
space, cleaning reasonable r a te s
— free estimates — we furnish all 
supplies Good references Bond 
ed employees. 15 years experience
— we also clean garages, 
basements or storage spaces. Call 
today — Dean — 586-3825 (S 24)

GAY
TELEPHONE 

BULLETIN BOARD 
INSTANTLY UPDATED

LEAVE ADULT 
MESSAGES

SEE IF THERE’S ONE 
FOR YOU

(415) 976-6677
$2.00 Plus Toll If A n y

F i n a n c i a l

P R O B L E M S ?

JV
^ i iA P I f i  13

rHH IhilTIAL COHSUlTAJlOf, 
milH EAPERtENCfO ATT OHM r

864-0368
I ' * . P  Ve

S P E C IA L IZ E D  G Y M  
IN S T R U C T IO N

Private Instruction for BB, 
Training for various sports, 
body shaping, weight gam, 
dieting & loss of body fat.

6 Years In Business 
References Given

C a ll  C O U R T L A N D  W R IG H T  
(415) 864-5821

9 A.M. -  6 P.M.

_  THE
Super 
M en
626-5810 864-2646

HOUSEKEEPERS 
PARTY SERVICES 

BARTENDERS 
COOKS 

GARDENERS

FANTASIES ON TAPE
Mature, discrete, videographers 
willing to work for you. 626-4480.

(S-24)

ALL YOUR GAY TRAVEL NEEDS
Financial District. Personalized 
Service. Itineraries to suit your 
lifestyle. Tours: Air, Hotels, Car 
Rental, Charters. New Orleans, 
Key West, Rio, Europe, Worldwide. 
Call Jerry 415-433-3270. (S-23)

WORD PROCESSING TRAINING
Learn the skills that are in de
mand! Individual hands-on in
struction using WordStar 2000 or 
WordPerfect, taught by an ex
perienced computer professional 
and teacher. Training in MS-DOS 
and dBASE III also available. Day/ 
evening/weekend sessions to fit 
your schedule. Very reasonable 
rates. For more information please 
call Wally 285-1710. (S-23)

LEN's PICTURE FRAMING
Fine craftsm anship  at a 
reasonable price. 221-5623. (S-24))

NEED A TRUCK?
U-Haul & I'll drive — ’/? Ion pick-up. 
For: Lumber, Hauling. Boxes, 
Delivery, & Etc. Save $$$ — You do 
the work — Call Duane at 285-4229 
— $20.00 hr. (S-24)

EXPERT PIANO TUNING

I also repair, regulate, evaluate 
and re-string pianos. Ivories 
carefully matched and replaced. It 
you are thinking of buying a piano I 
can help you find a good one

Call
TRICKS OF THE TRADE

(415) 864-4981

DAVID'S HAULING
Fast and efficient at reasonable 
rates. Evening hours available. 
One. two. or three men depending 
on the job. Lend a hand and lower 
the cost or let us do It all. Call David 
at 821-2691. (S-08

SERVANTS, ETC.
House cleaning or what have you. 
Call Richard — 863-5315 (S-24)

C ristopher
Electric
2 8 2 - 3 0 0 3  S .F .  
5 4 7 - 6 6 6 9  E BAY

AACE CHECK CASHING
417HAYE5ST SF CA 94 102 

«04-2022

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Checks Cashed • Money Orders 
Muni Fast Passes • Bart Tickets 

Stamps • Envelopes • Keys 
Notary Public • Lottery Tickets 
Pay PG6E and Telephone Bills 

Soda • Cigarettes — 9SC 
Chewing Cum t. Much More

AACE ID CARD $4.00 
good for one year

you get discounts with AACE ID Cards 

CHECKS CASHED
Payroll • State • County 

Social Security • Disability 
Unemployment • Federal • Welfare

CALL A CHECK 
Call first — No waiting later

St RVICt W ITH \  SMILE NO lONC. LINES 
FAST EASY SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Established 1975 
Your Private Mail Service 
We Receive & Hold Mail

★  L I B E R T Y ^  
R E N T - A - B O X

495 Ellis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102

SPECIAL SIGN UP RATES

1st Month FREE!
2 Months FREE 
with yearly rate!

As low as $2.30 per Mo!

11 am to 7 pm, Mon. -  Sat.

771-3305

People with AIDS or ARC
Our Place

A living room of comfort, fun and under
standing

Open 12 - 6 p.m. — Mon. thru Sat.
1668 Bush Street, (at Gough) 563-6045

T h e ^  \
Compulsive^V„

C léaner
Commercial 

Bonded • Insured

Tom Faulk
P O  Box 745» Sao frH fK ’SiiJ (. A U410t » 4 15 ■ 5P1 169?

|Classifie(d Oreder Form Mail to SF S en tin el. 500 H ayes St., SF, CA 94102.
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Text:

Name:

Phone:

Address:

C ity : State Zip

C om pu te  yo u r c o s t . SO Words -E Headline &  $10.00
Addillonal Word# .2 5 .....................
Sentinel Box 1 Mo. iiSS-OO 
Sentinel Box -h Forwarding ¡atlO.OO 
Sentinel lubecilptlon S Moe. @$18.00 
Sentinel «ubecrtptton 12 Moe. @$30.00

Total Amount :

P erso n a l Policy: SF S en tin e l e n c o u ra g e s  yo u  to  p la c e  a d s  th a t  a re  live ly , c re a tiv e  
a n d  h ea lth -co n sc io u s . We re s e rv e  th e  r ig h t to e d it or re)ect a n y  a d  w h a tso ev er. 
D ead lin e  tor a l l  c la ss if ied  a d v e r t is in g  Is noon th e  S a tu rd a y  p rio r to  p u b lic a tio n .

Method of Payment ;
□  Chech
n  MosterCard/Vlaa f  

Expiration Date; _ Sentinel
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ASTROLOGER
ROBERT COLE

Nov. 20  -  Dec. 4 , 1986  
(Thanksgiving)
A R IE S . TH E  SHEEP (Mar 21 -  Apr
19) : The Moon is in your 7th House o f 
lx)ve for Thanksgiving so you should 
be feeling calm and relaxed in the com
pany o f  beautiful people. Enjoy the 
scenery and listen to the music. This 
aura o f peacefulness w ill calm unsettled 
worries and free your spirit completely. 
Such special harmony w ill last until the 
end o f the year, so open your heart! 
Fall in love over and over again for 
Thanksgiving.

TA U R U S . T H E  O X  (Apr. 20 -  May
20) : The Moon artivates your 6th 
House o f Healthy W ork, so put 
yourself in the kitchen making a 
delicious dinner for your team. Gather 
up the fruits and vegetables o f the 
harvest and serve them with fresh herbs 
and spices. Invite friends, neighbors, 
and co-workers to the feast. Indulge 
yourself in the prosperity at hand. Pro
fitable work can wait t i l l  later.

G E M IN I, T H E  W O LF  (May 21 -  Jun 
20): The Moon illuminates your 5th 
House o f Adventure, so you’ll prob
ably spend the Thanksgiving Holidays 
windsurfing o r hang-gliding with your 
pals. Get high on the wild freedom 
which is yours this weekend, but most 
importantly make a real effort to love 
your playmates. These guysygals truly 
enjoy your companionship and your 
ideas for having fiin . I f  the gang asks 
you to play leader, i t ’ l l be an offer you 
can’t  refuse.

CANCER, T H E  C R A B  Jun 21 -  Jul
22): The Moon graces your 4th House 
o f Family Life for this Thanksgiving 
weekend. You’re sure to feel a deepen
ing sense o f trust between you and your 
housemates. Take a look at the family 
which you have created, and take pride 
in the uniqueness o f your home life. Let 
go o f old self-judgments and stop com
paring your family to somebody else’s. 
Celebrate peace at home for the 
holidays.

LEO, T H E  SN AKE (Jul 23 -  Aug 22): 
The Moon will tantalize your 3rd 
House o f Curiosity, so be prepared to 
hear plenty o f juicy gossip at the 
Thanksgiving table. I t ’s totally OK if 
you decide to take a backseat in family 
affairs this year; you ’re bound to have 
more fun i f  you let another relative host 
the big shindig. But keep your ears 
peeled for news flashes in private con
versations; overheard opinions w ill be 
valuable in the not-too-di.stant future.

V IR G O . T H E  P IG  (Aug 23 -  Sep 22): 
The Moon stimulates your 2nd House 
o f Money during the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. Loosen up those tight purse

strings and splurge a little by showering 
your best friends with old-fashioned 
generosity. Pig out with your pals, then 
sit around and talk about business all 
night. It would be nice to get a spiritual 
high from Thanksgiving, but an orgy o f 
materialism w ill just have to do.

L IB R A . T H E  LEO P AR D  (Sep 23 -  
Oct 22): The Moon w ill be in your sign 
o f Libra for the holidays. You will be 
the object o f most people’s attention 
because your personal harm and over
whelming beauty w ill be irresisitible. 
Maintain your poise and entertain flat
tery but avoid the temptation to make 
big promises. Your im paa can drive 
admirers to the limits ot their rational 
minds. Have a little more respect for 
those you control.

SCORPIO, T H E  SCORPION (O a 23
-  Nov 21): The Moon w ill empower 
your 12th House o f Psychic Insights 
during Thanksgiving. This surely is an 
omen o f weird coincidences. Memories 
o f an old friend w ill flash across your 
mind, and an instaiit later the person 
w ill appear from nowhere. Be prepared 
for the uncanny. You’ re advised to 
save your psychic powers for healing 
rituals later in the week. Your friend 
needs help.

SA G ITTA R IU S , T H E  HORSE (Nov 
22 -  Dec 21): The Moon w ill preside in 
your 11th House o f Dreams so the 
Thanksgiving weekend w ill glisten with 
spectacularly high hopes. Jump on 
every opportunity to share plans with 
friends. Creating a positive vision o f the 
future now w ill change your life in the 
months to come. For your own special 
Brithday Forecast, send your birth 
daie/time/place and $5 to Robert Cole, 
P.O. Box 884561, San Francisco, C.A 
94188.

C AP R IC O R N . T H E  W H A LE  {Dec 
22 -  Jan 19): The Moon w ill highlight 
your 10th House of Career Success 
during Thanksgiving. Apparently you 
have built yourself quite a reputation 
around town, and you’ re just beginning 
to realize the implications. I f  necessary, 
ask your clients to give you a little more 
time to catch up with back-orders; your 
business is booming. While others 
celebrate with lucious meals at home, 
you will celebrate with increasing pro
fits in the marketplace.

A Q U A R IU S . T H E  E A G LE  (Jan 20 - 
Feb 18): The Moon rises in your 9th 
House o f M orality indicating that your 
holiday w ill be filled with satisfaaion 
and self-righteousness. You may be 
able to leave the table with a full tum
my, but you won’t be able to walk

awaj from conversations which con- 
tradia your moral perspaiive. Drive 
your point home because you will be 
proven right in the long run, and your 
opposition w ill be forever thankful.

PISCES, T H E  SH AR K (Feb 19 -  Mar 
20): The M oon, ah. yes, the Moon! 
She will gracefully bless your 8th House 
o f Intimacy helping you give true 
thanks to the one you love most. Thank 
your love for her/his patience, support, 
and understanding. Thank her/him 
repeatedly in fresh, exciting ways. No 
matter what it takes, make the person 
you love feel like a m illion bucks. 
She/he deserves it. When the party’s 
over, travel awaits you both.

'Points in Space’ 
Scheduled for 
Nov. 21 at Herbst

Bay Area Video Coalition (BAVC) 
presents the West Coast Premiere o f 
Merce Cunningham’s latest dance for 
the camera, Poi/i/s in Space Friday, 
November 21 at 8 p.m. at San Fran
cisco’s Herbst Theatre, Van Ness & 
McAllister. Directed by E lliot Caplan 
and Merce Cunningham, Points in 
Space is set to a taped vocal score by 
composer John Cage, and w ill be 
accompanied by a documentary filmed 
in London and New York on the mak
ing o f the new work. Also on the pro
gram w ill be Cunningham’s 1985 
video/dance work Deli Commedia. 
Cunningham, considered one o f 
America’s foremost dancers and chore
ographers, w ill make a rare personal 
appearance at the Herbst Theatre to 
discuss his work in television, and with 
filmmaker E lliot Caplan, answer ques
tions from  the audience.

Two special camera/dance work
shops are planned. Beginning on 
November 19th and running through 
the 26th, Cunningham and Caplan will 
build on the success o f their 1984 
camera/dance workshops held in San 
Francisco. Cunningham and Caplan 
will work with local dancers, videogra-

phers and filmmakers to conduct in
troductory and advanced workshops. 
Principles o f choreography for the 
camera, along with basic camera 
techniques w ill be outlined in the in
troductory workshop. The advanced 
workshop, designed for those with 
previous dance film-video experience, 
w ill allow those with prepared cho
reography to work with Cunningham 
and Caplan on methods o f filming or 
taping and editing dance.

Both the Premiere Benefit Screening 
o f Points in Space and the workshops 
are sponsored by the Bay Area Video 
Coalition (BAVC). in association with 
ODC/San Francisco and the Margaret 
Jenkins Dance Company and their 
shared project, the New Performance 
Gallery.

The documentary on Points in 
Space features interviews with Cun
ningham and Cage and follows the 
genesis o f the project, a co-production 
o f British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Television and Cunningham 
Dance Foundation, Inc. Filmed 
segments include rehearsals at Cun
ningham’s Westbeth Studio in New 
York and the videotaping o f the dance 
at the BBC Television Centre in Lon
don in May o f this year.

Tickets for the 8 pm November 21 
West Coast Premiere Benefit Screening 
o f Points o j  Space are JIO at the 
Herbst Theatre. Tickets may be pur
chased in advance for $9 through City 
Box Office, 141 Kearny Street in San 
Francisco. Charge-by-phone is avail
able by calling (415) 392-4400. ■

Isentineïl
P ra c t ic a lly  a t  y o u r  d o o rs te p !
Check out one of our 30 newstp’
throughout the city.

Grove at Civic Center BART Haight at Cole
Hall of Justice Sacramento at Front
SP Train Station Jackson at Davis
Moscone Center Ferry Building
Kearny at Geary The Cannery
Kearny at Sutter Fillmore at Union
California at Montgomery California at Hyde
Sacramento at Sansome State Building
California at Davis City Hall
Montgomery at Post Van Ness at Market
Transbay Terminal Castro at Market
Mission at Beale 18th at Collingv/vood
California at Embarcadero BART 24th at Noe
Fillmore at Sacramento Hayes at Franklin
Haight at Masonic Fillmore at Clay
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they (Dear cleats 
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Ves, pink dtufton wi-fh 
rhinesfone-s» wociid be evec 
■$<o mach more, chic.

Sutter’s M ill------
~n battery (between Pine & Bush)
Hours: Lunch ll;3 0 -3 ; Dinner 5:30-10  
Full Bar 11 AM-11 PM 
Reservations Requested 
Dress: Come as you are’
Credit Cards: AE, DC 
Private party rooms available 
Video: 2 big screens, movies

Come as you are and relax.
Easy Street parking after 6PM

SI.OO per hour lor 1st ^  lunirs at 
the Mandarin Hotel, .U5 California Street
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A New Hot Spot In Town:
/ / 'I ' liar Used III ,l'(7 uH the (iii¡iluusc id Ihi, 
wiliinnus sidniiii hut a  iiai ci eidui; menu is 
iiiiu lilit uiiii In ru ir ret U'li s 
I hr '« in e iiii; ih.iir, .it K.itlen streel hc.tr 
hitli rcM'mlil.miI ii> tin wc.ithcnd |iLiiiks th.it 
"|iciicit iii i ii  the nnititul Sutler  ̂ viill «here
C"hl W.IN illMDteleil h.l, k 111 |S|,S \,,r . |,,r Ih.ll 
iti.iller ilnev ti'ilav ' lii'.;h lei It le iilr.il lnlMMê  ̂
ih'trul siiu i-rv Mill reveiiil'le the 'iii.ill 
th.it lir'l n|n-iiiil i,ii Ki-.irm sin ct t« ,iit i nu,- 
u-.ir- .luii

ti'itu e, the niitiii d Wexlerii hmk tll.lt ili.ir.ti 
len/eil the Mill thi'Mueli three ililli rent ilnun 
III« II Im .llliills It N heell repl.lieil In "l.i,, 
ihrmiie. l.lr¡lel^ hut ,1 reeli Vulen «.ill .t iie iil, 
.iiiil tahle liiHt)ii

<h iu rliiiil.tr  Mule IS .1 menu Ih.ct li.is heeii 
ill.lMUIIieil.nl' le.lltirine .ti.irelulh seleileil list 
I'l tani.ih/ine 'pei i.iN i risp s.ilajs ami s.imlu n h 
t.i'iirites \ regular uislnnier « i l l  reuiem/e .1 
le" 111 tile same ihsties Ironi il.i' to il.i\ hm 
the iiieim siri'es Inr '.irie l' Hu" iln um ilinnse 
het'Meii the I ahliirma ( linken Salad served in 
lliinred tciriilla haskel ami the spio i|\iHk Iried 
I Iniiese ( hkkeii Salad' Von dun t savs ( hel 
I rank Uaianimile, \ini )usi idler hnlh lellnune 
"ith  Mussels, and I'rmil in (irapeleaves are sn 
heaiitilnllv presented, uni ahnnsi hate In  m l niin 
them, let alone lea'e nm- nil the memi (m isi- 
i|uemK the nvaiinns Inim the Mill s liniihenn 
irn 'id  have made the handwritten daiU miim 
a permaiieni allrailmn
l iiiulteim  servKc is imnudialelv iollnwed hv a 
pnipniirn Ilf interesting appetizers rangme Irnm 
t lull Crisppllns SJMs tn Calamari Biles I'np 
in r ii Shrimp Ss ,’ s Order one or make a light 
supper lor uni and a tneiui hv elionsing Irnm 
several Hems on our appetizer memi Servue 
Vliindav thru Kridav .Vpm-llpni 
Alter live, the Sutler s Mill Chef fires the ovens 
nike again in hegin Dinner Amidst the relased 
and visual atmosphere of afler work onktaders 
and Before theatre diners uni mav ihonse to 
Stan with an appetizer of California Brie wrapped 
and Baked in pastrv or Chieken mous.se fried 
III a golden brown, served vviih an Aslan five 
spice sauce V favorile entree is the Seafood 
Imperial (prawns, scallops, and lobster, sauteed 
III lobster cream sauce and .served in a flakv 
pasirv shell) S‘> 'S  Another is Veal Saute 
(tender veal .scallopim sauteed with seasonal 
vv lid niusliroom.s and slierrv c ream sauce) S ' <)i 
lile  i|ualilv of the cuiMite is superb, the prices 
are unbelii'vablv inexpensive! Il s a must fur all of 
vou who have noi vet discovered this hideavvav 
Dinners Mondav thru Salurdav v  •illpm-IOpm 
Prices range from SS >)S iliru S') >)S Conte as 
vou are and feel at home 
Part of the esntemem that makes Sutler's Mill 
Mich a lui is lls well planned Video etuerlainment 
s'siem 1 here are three distinct viewing areas 
tlial al limes are showing different Videos con 
ciirrenih Relasing ambient scenes during the 
ItituIleon hours sel ihe mood lor an eniovahle 
gel.iwav while the npheal soundsol Top id mav fill 
Ihe rooms during cm kiail hours Slop In Wed 
nesdav eveiimg. and alter dmuer eitiov the TV 
senes T)v iiaslv ' on oiir large S \  '  Big Si reeits 
Private parties lor groups are weliomed lor 
hreakla'I him It and dinner with sealing lor 

S 'III downstairs amt u|i to as manv as .’till on 
the main level Vou can call or write for a lopv 
ol the Slider s Vhll (lUide to Planning lor Parlies 
and VIeelings in San trancisco

ó
in in

Matterv .Street, San Irancisco
(Bclwceii Pine cK Bush)
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UVE ACriOH
NETWORK

“>” S8Ws
0 7 6 - 8 5 0 0

■  A  ■  9  J  ^ O V . M O  call thU  n u m b r.

^  T h . U v . i;J r ^ ; ,S n .. ..c h a n » *  o f
^  «ublocf m a fto r o f j.^ -a t lo n  o f fh *  co llar
I autom afM l '• '•P * '® " *  !!^ J 5 ,|*m ** fln 9 *  " ib llltv  A fi-0 0  ch ar»* w ill b .

your ♦elophone.


