.'-l'v .ï-il .
/ ' ■ ■ :. ' Í •

,.

._-.

f •

/ ’ .* iTV
■'jLi*'

!^i TÏntf

g

Ntv ■

f

^‘1

,

%

.'•

'1

T -

•'<-i.- r. - I.-Í-)
■’ ■■'.V :

% v = ,,t

-Tf>r.-

■ -■ 1-, '‘*V #

- ..^ fü
'

Vol. 7

No. 1

V iV

January 11,1980

H eadlines
for the
’80s
iiíiiii

Anita Bryant

Police Reveal Plans to Recruit Straight Cops

D ianne Feinsteiri

Cops Say Straights
“Too Macho”
for Police Work

Police Deny Crackdown on Straights

Cops Raid Straight Bar
M ayor Declares :

Sports World Here Shocked

Straight 49'er
Quarterback Comes Out
S h r in k s D e c la re
S t r a ig h t s L iv in g H e r e
N o t “M e n t a lly D is o r d e r e d ”

City Won't Tolerate
Harassment of Straights ThirdRefusai
City Won’t Fund
M ayor: R ight to Live H ere
Straight Freedom Day Parade
C an Become Offensive;
Gays H o m e J o u rn a l In te rv ie w :

Straights M ust Learn.

Political Pundits Predict

Top Cop Predicts
No Candidate Can Win
Straight Cops “ Someday”

25 Years Together

Supervisors
Reject Honor
^
.
For Straight
Couple
"Toleration, yes.
Glorification, no"
Declares Britt

Without Straight Vote -

N ew Nation Formed

c r
•
ban
Francisco
^
^
.
Secedes From Union

Openly Straight Man Elected to Supervisors
Straights Declare it Sign of Growing political Clout

Spiked Heels Foil Troops

Macy’s Reverses Policy
and Hires Straights
Straights Start Own San Francisco Immigration
Softball LoaguG Bans straight Visitors Here
U.S. A rm y Troops R outed,
Invasion R epelled on Bridges

Supes Ban Discrimination Against Straights
Straight Rights Bill Predicted
S u p e r v is o r s A p p r o v e $ 3 7 5 ,0 0 0
fo r S t r a ig h t C o m m u n it y C e n t e r

Move to Restore Vice Squad Fizzles
Harry Britt

Mayor Names Liaison
to Straight Community

THE 1970’s
by Chuck Brint
or many gays, the seventies began in '69, at a gay
dive near Washington Square in New York's
Greenwich Viliage. Riots occurred when poiice raided
the bar one time too many. The bar was the Stonewall,
on Christopher Street. With homosexuals watching,
poiice began their customary intrusion. This time,
however, the watching gays turned grim. Something In
their collective gut snapped. Curses were shouted,
rocks thrown, and the police—for the first time In
history— found themselves beseiged in a gay bar they
had so contemptuously raided so many times before.
A protest, soon heard round the world, had finally
begun.

F

1970
"A homosexual is a human being" said Federal
District Judge Phillip Neville in a ruling which barred
the University of Minnesota from firing James McCon
nell, a librarian, solely on the grounds of homosexual
ity. "What Mr. McConnell does in his private life should
not concern his employer unless it can be shown to
affect in some degree his efficiency in the performance
of his duties,” Judge Neville ruled.

A manuscript of a homosexual novel, Maurice, writ
ten between 1913-1915, was found among the papers
of the late E.M. Forster, celebrated author of A Passage
to India. Across the top of the manuscript, Forster had
written “ Publishable, but is it worth It?”

In Berkeley, the Gay Liberation Front voted down a
proposal to seize Alpine County in the High Sierras by
political means. The resolution, calling for a mass
migration of gays to the underpopulated county, was
attacked as sexist, racist, and impractical.

1971
The National Commission on Reform of Federal
Criminal Laws recommended, among other things, that
homosexual sex and “other deviate sexual activity”
among consenting adults not be a crime. Heading the
Commission: Former California Governor, Edmund
Brown, Sr.

Austria Joined the ranks of major European states in
decriminalizing homosexual relations in private, be
tween consenting adults. Connecticut revoked its laws
on lacivious carriage and fornication.

In what is believed to be the first confirmation of a
major scientific theory, a black hole six miles wide in
the constellation Cygnus X-1 was discovered. Black
holes, imploded stars, are said to possess gravitational
forces so powerful that not even light can escape them,
and time itself may be reversed.

An ordinance banning discrimination against gays
by firms doing business with San Francisco was

passed by the Board of Supervisors and signed by act
ing mayor Dorothy von Beroldingen after a threatened
veto by then-Mayor Joseph Alioto. It was the first such
ordinance passed anywhere in the country.

A similar bill was introduced to the New York City
Council and never got out of committee. In 1980, NYC
still does not have an anti-discrimination ordinance
to protect gays.

1972
The first American head of state to visit the People's
Republic of China, President Richard Nixon, received
the red carpet treatment In Beijing.

Torture, not therapy, was the charge leveled at a con
vention of behavioral therapists by gay activists in New
York City. Citing a technique of aversion therapy
whereby-gay male patients were shown photos of nude
men followed by shock treatments to rid them of their
homosexuality, the activists alleged that the "cure”
was specious. To demonstrate, the protestors offered
to turn the assembled heterosexual scientists into
confirmed gays by use of the technique on them. There
were no takers.
•

Five burglars were arrested at the national Demo
cratic Party headquarters in Washington. Their attempt
at bugging telephones in an office complex called
Watergate led eventually to the downfall of a president.

1973
Lesbians made strides forward when the National
Organization for Women (NOW) declared their support
for lesbian goals. An upfront call for lesbian liberation
also surfaced with the publication of Sappho Was a
Right On Woman.

The Vietnam war ended for Americans with the sign
ing in Paris of a peace treaty. Spiro (who?) Agnew re
signed as Vice-President, and Israel went to war again
with its Arab neighbors.

Hanrey Milk ran for the Board of Supervisors in San
Francisco and lost. He would run again in 1975 and
1977, finally snagging a seat under the district election
of supervisors plan in 1977. Milk also challenged Art
Agnos for the Democratic Party nomination for the
state's 16th Assembly District seat in 1976 and lost
that race also.

1974
On February 1, 1974, The Sentinel, soon to become
San Francisco's most widely read gay newspaper,
published its first edition.

Macy's department store here was sued for tapping
the business phones of employees they thought were
gay. Gay groups threw picket lines up at the entrances
to the downtown department store.

European lesbians announced plans to take over the
Isle of Lesbos, Greece and turn it into a republic.

The Board of Trustees of the American Psychiatric
Association voted to remove homosexuality from its
list of mental disorders and diseases. An effort was
launched by New York psychiatrist Dr. Charles
Socarides to reverse the trustees' action but it failed
when the general membership of the APA approved the
trustees' proposal.

A Columbus, Georgia sheriff was forced to sit on the
steps of City Hall there and sell pornography, the
remaining stock of a bankrupted business which state
law declared the sheriff must sell.

A federal judge ordered the University of New Hamp
shire to allow a gay group to form on campus. The
school appealed and lost again in a 1975 court deci
sion. The gay student group tried to buy a ticket for the
state's governor's campaign breakfast and were re
buffed by the anti-gay governor's campaign staff.

Gays in Mexico organized the first gay group in that
country.
On December 15, 1973, in a landmark decision, the
trustees of the American Psychiatric Association an
nounced that homosexuality was no longer considered
a psychiatric disorder. In a move later approved by the
full membership, the trustees further called for enact
ment of legislation that would ensure to homosexual
citizens the civil liberties guaranteed to all.

The National Gay Task Force set up a program to aid
self-proclaimed gay teenagers. The adolescents, often
unable to adjust to youth homes, could now be placed
with adult homosexual couples registered with the
program.

The San Francisco-based Pride Foundation filed
action against Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Com
pany with the city's Human Rights Commission for
violating the d ty ordinance which bans companies
doing business with the City from discriminating
against gays. Pacific Telephone lost at every level of
the Human Rights Commission's hearings over the
next five years. Ma Bell also suffered a setback in late'
1979 when the California State Supreme Court ruled
that public utilities in the state may not discriminate
against gays in hiring and firing policies.

THE 1970’S

continued from previous page

Harvey Milk formed the first non-bar oriented gay
business association, the Castro Merchants As
sociation.

A New Zealand paper boy refused to deliver news
papers that featured a story about lesbians on the
front page.

Acme beer, a new brand on the market In 1975,
wasted no time In trying to corner the gay bar market
here. The brewers of Acme held a Mr. Acme Beer
contest in the gay community. Given a great deal of
support in the gay community. Acme still went bust.

Sheriff Dick Hongisto, who owed his election to the
strong support he received in the gay community here,
fired a deputy sheriff for harassing gay prisoners at the
County Jail. The San Francisco Civil Service Commis
sion later reinstated the dismissed deputy.

Portiand State University became the first university
In the nation to ban discrimination against gays in
academia

Los Angeles Police Chief Ed Davis said he would
never approve of gay cops because they might got
“aroused” when searching prisoners.

In August, the first Castro Street Fair, organized by
Harvey Milk, was an Immediate success with the area,
which was just beginning to experience a hugh Influx
of gays.

1975 was an election year In San Francisco. The anti
gay regime of Mayor Joe Alioto would be out within a
few months and a new administration taking its place.
Facing the realities of a rapidly changing population
makeup, all major candidates began courting the gay
vote earlyi In the year. State Senator George Moscone,
Supervisor Dianne Feinstein, and State Senator Milton
Marks all owned huge chunks of gay loyalties.

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling
that the state of Texas could ban men from wearing
women's clothing. The high court noted that such
bans on wearing drag help protect the survival of the
human race by prohibiting homosexual guises.

Honeywell, Inc., the Minneapolis-based computer
firm, reversed Its employment practices and said gays
would no longer be barred from jobs there. By the end
of 1979 hundreds of the nation's largest firms would
follow Honeywell's lead.

The U.S. Army announced that its coding of dis
charge numbers to indicate whether sorqeone had
been bounced from the army for being gay would
be dropped.

San Francisco Police Captain Jeremiah Taylor, long
considered a police hardliner, predicted that the day
would come when San Francisco would have gay cops.
A recruitment drive for gay cops began In 1978 and the
first gay recruits were sworn Into the police academy
In November, 1979.

Elaine Noble of Massachusetts won the Democratic
Party's nod for a state assembly seat In the Boston
area. Noble campaigned as an upfront lesbian and won.

The Texas Department of Public Safety placed the
Dallas Metropolitan Community Church on its “sub
versive” list.
Meanwhile, French scientists had discovered that
some French bugs engaged in not only homosexual
and heterosexual acts but occasionally participated in
three-ways.

The state of Missouri announced plans, later
scratched, that would have required all gays there to
register with the Department of Public Health.

60,000 persons attended the Gay Freedom Day
Parade in San Francisco.

Congresswoman Bella Abzug filed a gay rights bill In
the House of Representataives. Beautiful, bouncing
Bella said she didn't expect that it would be enacted
for years to come but she did want to get the ball roll
ing. When Abzug left Congress the bill was taken over
by Rep. Ed Koch and when Koch became Mayor of New
' York City the bill fell into the hands of Congressman
Ted Weiss, also from New York City.

A gay rights ordinance was introduced and passed
by the St. Paul, Minnesota city council. The bill would
fail during a repeal campaign three years later under
the avalanche of Anita Bryant's anti-gay crusade.

Pacific Telephone and Telegraph said it would not
hire gays who displayed "outlandish” behavior, what
ever that means. But Ma Bell's day of reckoning with
the gay rights movement was still coming inexorably
down the pike.

The Department of Defense granted a security clear
ance to computer scientist Otis Francis Tabler, Jr. He
was the first openly gay man to be given such a
clearance by the Pentagon.

The slick magazine After Dark refused to allow the
word “gay” to bo used on an advertisement for upfront
gay singer Steve Grossman.

The executive director of the New York City Board of
Education told the Gay Teachers Association that
being gay would no longer "be a bar” to teaching In
the Big Apple.

California Governor Edmund Brown signed into law
a bill legalizing all sex acts between consenting adults
in private.

A survey showed that an astounding 89% of San
Franciscans favored decriminalization of homosexual
acts between consenting adults. However, the state
legislature was still a year away from approving such a
bill.

Los Angeles City Attorney Burt Pines threw a
monkey wrench Into the Los Angeles Police Department and Its arch-consen^ative chief Ed Davis when he
announced that he would no longer allow his office to
prosecute those arrested in the LAPD's continual
sweeps of gay bars. Davis was a little ticked off about
Pines' announcement.

A Minneapolis man, Gary Johnson, was denied
participation in the Big Brother program because
he Is gay.

The Washington, D.C. Bar Association admitted the
first openly gay attorney to practice In the nation's
capital city. No other bar association until then would
allow gays to the bar.

The Loulslanan State Supreme Court ruled that the
state's ban on “crimes against nature" (i.e., homo
sexual acta) was unconstitutionally broad and threw
the statute out.

Boulder, Colorado briefly became the gay marriage
capital of the world when the Chief County Clerk, Celia
Rorex, said she could find nothing in state law to
prohibit two people of the same sex from getting
married and promptly Issued marriage licenses to six
gay couples. The marriages were then duly performed
and certificates of marriage filed. One of these gay
couples married In Boulder, Anthony Sullivan and
Richard Adams, would spend the next four years
fighting the Immigration and Naturalization Service
(Sullivan emigrated here from Australia) and the courts
to have their marriage recognized as valid. In Decem
ber, 1975 Sullivan received a letter from the INS which
bluntly stated, "A bona fide marital relationship
cannot exist between faggots.” Four years later, In
December, 1979, a federal judge upheld lower court
decisions that the marriage did not exist. Sullivan is
still fighting deportation by the INS.

Air Force Sergeant Leonard Matlovich challenged
the USAF's right to discharge him solely because he
was gay. Matlovich, a much-decorated veteran of
Vietnam, became a nationally known figure because of
his battle and became the first upfront gay person to
grace the cover of Time magazine. Later a movie would
be made of Matlovich's struggle to remain In the Air
Force and civilian court rulings, unlike the military
tribunals hearing the case, have ruled In Matlovich’s
favor.
The former Air Force man moved to San Francisco in
1978 and ran for the Board of Supervisors in heavily
gay District Five In 1979, running far behind Incumbent
Supervisor Harry Britt.
The appeals in the Matlovich case are expected to
go all the way to the United States Supreme Court.

Los Angeles City Attorney Burt Pines ired LA Police
Chief Ed Davis once again when Pines issued an
opinion that the LAPD could not refuse to hire gay
cops solely because of their sexuality.

The United States Supreme Court refused to review
the case of Joseph Ancafora who was dismissed from
a teaching job because he was gay.

California Governor Jerry Brown, Jr.

The San Francisco Board of Education said it would
not bar gay teachers.

continued on next page
Following rapidly on the heels of^tlaine Noble's
impressive win in Boston, a Minnesota State Senator,
Allen Spear, popped out of his closet to announce he
had been gay all along.
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Jo Daly, a lesbian activist, was named as gay liaison
on the staff of San Francisco's Human Rights Com
mission. Daly resigned her post In April, 1979 and was
later named by Mayor Dianne Feinstein to the city's
powerful Board of Permit Appeals.

Internationally renowned Russian film director
Sergei Paradjanov was sentenced in Moscow for six
years hard labor for engaging in homosexual activity
and "Inciting to suicide.”

San Francisco Superior Court Judge Francis
McCarty blasted, from the bench, an army man's claim
that he had knifed a gay man to ward off sexual
advances. McCarty sent a letter to both the Presidio
and Treasure Island commanders telling them San
Francisco courts would no longer tolerate those kinds
of excuses for wantonly attacking gay men in this city.
McCarty would serve four years later as the chair of the
Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee to investigate the
White Night riots at City Hall on May 21,1979.

The Washington Star closed out the year with a
daring expose of gay men in professional sports. The
series by Lynn Rosselini drew tremendous heat from
pro sports figures as a complete fabrication which
couldn't name any names until former football star
Dave Kopay publicly came out in the series.
Kopay, a twelve-year veteran with the San Francisco
49’ers and the Washington Redskins, became an
instant celebrity.
Later he wrote a book which became a bestseller

David Kopay
and won an award as a book recommended for young
adults.
He Is now living In San Francisco and is working,on
a second book.

State Senator George Moscone, with very strong
backing from the gay community, defeated Supervisor
John Barbagelata In a runoff election and won the
mayoral race. Earlier Moscone had topped a field
which included not only Barbagelata but Supervisor
Dianne Feinstein, State Senator Milton Marks (both
with a large gay following) and Judge John Ertola.
Moscone promised the gay community there would be
upfront gay people appointed by his administration to
various city boards and commissions.

At about the same time, the Washington State
Supreme Court ruled that Washington school districts
couldn't fire gay teachers just for being gay.

LU

9
X

Ü
Ò
O

Gays in Oporto, Portugal launched the gay liberation
movement in that country after the overthrow in April
of the Salazar dictatorship. The Movement for Revolu
tionary Homosexual Action denounced the juridical
and social repression of gays under the former regime.

Elaine Noble won election to the {Massachusetts
State Legislature. Representative-elect Noble was
believed to be the first avowed lesbian elected to state
office.

Richard M. Nixon became the first American Presi
dent to resign the office. In Berkeley, newspaper heir
ess Patricia Hearst was kidnapped by the Symbionese
Liberation Army.

Harvey Milk again ran unsuccessfully for the Board
of Supervisors here. However, Milk did pull in 52,(XX)
votes in the citywide race (district elections didn't
come in until 1977). Milk placed sixth in the race for
five seats on the board.

Supenrisors Quentin Kopp and Terry Francois tried
to add another seat to the Human Rights Commission
which would be earmarked for a gay person or a strong
gay supporter. Kopp and Francois finally changed
tactics and settled for adding a Gay Advisory Com
mittee to the Human Rights Commission, the first time
any city established a specifically gay governmental
body. Mayor Joe Alioto threatened to veto the bill so
Kopp held it up until Alioto left town and he was acting
mayor, then signed It into law.

1975
Dr. Howard J. Brown, New York City's first Health
Administrator and founder of the National Gay Task
Force in 1973, died on February 1st.
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Governor Milton Shapp of Pennsylvania attached his
signature in May to an executive order banning dis
crimination In state employment on the basis of sexual
orientation.

The Gay Freedom Day Parade here drew 80,(XX)
participants and spectators.

The state of Washington decriminalized sex acts
between gays.

The Human Rights Commission here ordered
Pacific Telephone to comply with the city's nondiscrimlnatory ordinance and this battle Is far from
over In 1975.

The United States Civil Service Commission issued
new guidelines which prohibit most branches of gov
ernment from firing employees bescause they are gay.
The guidelines do not apply to those areas of govern
ment exempt from Civil Service regulation nor do they
apply to the military, the Central Intelligence Agency,
or the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

South San Francisco High School refused to let
Harvey Milk speak to its students.

The San Francisco Grand Jury Issued a recom
mendation that the Vice Squad be disbanded.

Oliver Sipple, then a member of San Francisco
Emperor Mike Caringi's royal court, saved the life of
President Gerald Ford when Sarah Jane Moore tried to
assassinate the President outside the St. Francis
Hotel. Sipple later filed suit against several news
papers for Invading his privacy. The suit is still in
the courts.
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The press officer for the San Francisco Police De
partment declared that gays are “emotionally un
stable” and therefore “unfit” for police work. The
statement caused a furor and one week later Police
Chief Donald Scott, prodded by then-Captain of
Inspectors Mortimer Mclnerney, Issued a new policy
statement which declared that gays would no longer
be barred from service on the police force. It would be
almost four years to the day, however, before the first
gay recruits would be sworn Into the Police Academy.

FORfTIñnCE'
L U B R IC A N T

Contestants for Mr. Acme Beer Title

George Moscone

The long agony of Vietnam entered a new phase with
the fall of Saigon to North Vietnamese forces. Presi
dent Ford endured two assassination attempts.

1976
The new year took off with a good start when, on
January 1, the Brown Sex Act Bill became effective and
sexual acts between consenting gay adults were no
longer illegal.

Mayor George Moscone appointed Harvey Milk to
the City's powerful Board of Permit Appeals on
January 29. Thirteen days later Milk announced that he
would run against Art Agnos for the Democratic
nomination for the 16th Assembly District seat. The
powers that be In the Democratic Party had hand
picked Agnos for the 16th AD seat and MoscOne let
Milk know that if he ran against Agnos he would fire
him from the Appeals Board. Milk announced for the
race and Moscone dumped Milk, appointing in his
stead attorney Rick Stokes, who would square off
against Milk in 1977 for the supervisorial seat in
heavily gay District Five.

continued on next page
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The U.S. Supreme Court ruied, 6-3. that states may
prosecute and imprison peopie for committing homo
sexual acts even when between consenting adults in
private. The decision affirmed the ruling of a lower
Federal court in Richmond, Virginia.

In March, Moscone appointed two more upfront gay
people to City commissions. Del Martin and Phyllis
Lyon, lovers and lesbians for more than twenty years,
were named to the Commission on the Status of
Women and the Human Rights Commission re
spectively.

The state of Maine decriminalized homosexual acts
between consenting adults.

The S ta te Department, foreshadowing a real
brouhaha that would erupt in 1979, denied an entry visa
to a British man because they believed he was homo
sexual. This was a crisis just waiting to boil over three
years later.

Pope Paul VI publicly denied an Italian magazine's
claim that the Pontiff had engaged in a roTnance with
an Italian film actor before becoming Pope. The Pope
told a crowd of 80,000 gathered in St. Peter’s Square
that an article in Tempo which charged that while he
was Archbishop of Milan the Pope had the affair was
"horrible and slanderous." The magazine and the
author of the article were later sued for "abusing the
honor of the Pope” but not for slander.

Mayor G eo rg e Moscone proclaimed the C ity
celebrating Gay Freedom Day and the Mayor signed a
proclamation to that effect.

P residential candidate Jimmy Carter said he
believed in the teachings of the Bible that homo
sexuality was a sin but that he did not believe
homosexuals should be discriminated against. Carter
also declared that his administration would reflect that
attitude about discriminating against gays. Would he
sign the Abzug gay civil rights bill if it got out of
Congress? Yes, he would, a miffed Carter, who had
been hard pressed by reporters to answer the ques
tion, responded.

South Dakota legalized gay sexual acts.

Boston Mayor Kevin White issued an executive
order banning discrimination In city government
against gays in employment practices.

The Bay Area Rapid Transit system (BART) changed
its employment policy and said it would not dis
criminate against gays.

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) banned
the use of the words "fag" and "queer” and "dyke” on
British television.

Olympic games gold medalist John Curry (figure
skating) told reporters he was tired of answering
questions and would answer one question once and
for all time: yes, he was gay.

Denmark dropped the age of consent for homo
sexual acts to fifteen.

Washington, D.C. scores a first when it forbids the
use of sexual orientation to decide questions of child
custody.

In September, the University of California at Los
Angeles becomes the first campus in the UC system to
ban sexual orientation discrimination in hiring. The
entire UC system follows suit In April. 1977.

New Hampshire approves a bill decriminalizing con
sensual homosexual acts.

The Pride Foundation establishes a gay community
center in San Francisco at 330 Grove Street.

Arizona Judge Ben Birdsall praises the gang of
punks as good all-American boys who beat and killed a
gay man, Richard Heakin, outside the gay Stonewall
bar In Tucson.

An estimated 80,000 gays and lesbians marched in
the 7th annual homosexual civil rights march in New
York City.

. American electors voted Jimmy Carter Into the Pres
idential office in a final effort to put Watergate behind
them.

1977
Christian fundamentalists blame the drought
California has experienced on gays and particularly on
the Sodom and Gomorrah city of San Francisco.

The Central Intelligence Agency admits that it has
collected files and dossiers on over 300,000 gay people
in this country.

The Gay Times of London is cited and hauled Into
court on charges of blasphemy. The charges stemmed
from Britain’s version of Anita Bryant, Mary Woodhouse. In July they will be found guilty and In October,
1977 they will be billed for the court costs. Their
conviction was upheld in April of 1978 and then In
April, 1979 they appealed the conviction.

Ellen Barrett, an upfront gay woman, was ordained
into the Episcopal priesthood by Bishop Paul Moore.
Barrett was the first openly gay woman to be ordained.
Two years later the Episcopal church would ban gays,
men or women, from becoming priests. However,
Bishop Moore immediately dissented from the ban and
announced he would continue to ordain gays.

THE 1970’s

scene, bringing with her all the furies her Christian
fundamentalist beliefs could rally round her.

In mid-February a top aide to President Jimmy
Carter, White House assistant Margaret “Midge"
Contanza, met with a group of gay leaders to discuss
issues of grave concern to the gay community. Anita
Bryant then demanded a direct meeting with the Pres
ident and the White House rebuffed her efforts.

Tucson, Arizona
ordinance.

passed a tough

gay

prohibited discrimination against gays in employment,
credit, housing, arKf public accommodations.
6(XX) angry gays reacted to the news of the Miami
defeat by taking to the streets in a peaceful protest
that wound Its way from Castro and Market to City
Hall, up Polk Street, over Nob Hill past Grace
Cathedral and down to Union Square. From Union
Square they marched back to Castro Street. For five
more nights angry gays would march through the
streets of San Francisco, narrowly avoiding a con
frontation and riot with the police on the last night
when demonstrators decided to close Castro Street
with a sit-down protest.

Guy Hunt, a former pilot for Northwest Orient Air
lines, said he was fired for being gay. He took the
airline to court and, with six other Northwest Orient
pilots, founded the Gay Pilots Association. "The image
pilots try to portray," Hunt charged, "is that of a suave
male stud. They assume a gay pilot Is a liability
to that image."

The state of Wyoming became the nineteenth state
to repeal anti-gay sex laws.

Following hard on the heels of the rising anti-gay
crusade Anita Bryant was waging in Miami, Florida, a
bill was Introduced in the California legislature to ban
gay marriages in this state. In August It had passed
through both houses of the legislature and sent to
Governor Brown, who signed It.

In April, Senator Ted Kennedy, responding to a ques
tion about the Bryant campaign in Florida, said he
didn’t believe gays should be discriminated against.

San Francisco Fire Chief Andrew Casper told the
press that he would have no objection to gay fire
fighters and he assumed that there probably already
were some closeted gays In the fire department. And
who really cares, Casper seemed to ask.

A drive began in Seattle, Washington to repeal a gay
rights ordinance there. The repeal group there (Save
Our Moral Ethics), SOME, is an Anita Bryant affiliated
group. The repeal would fall on the same day that
California voters rejected the anti-gay Prop 6 of John
Briggs and that voters in Miami would once again
reject a gay rights ordinance there.

The Monday following Orange Tuesday, Assemblyman Art Agnos shelved his gay rights bill in the State
Assembly. Agnos acknowledged that with the temper
ature of the times after Miami his bill stood no chance
of passage.

The U.S. House of Representatives passed an anti
gay bill on June 15 which forbids the use of govern
ment funds for legal aid work involving gays, denied
gays the.right to Housing and Urban Development
Department money for homes, and stripped gay
veterans of military benefits.

A gay gardener employed by the City of San Fran
cisco, Robert Hillsborough, was brutally slain by four
youths In the early morning hours of Wednesday, June
22, just five days before hundreds of thousands of
gays were expected for the Gay Freedom Day Parade.
Reports in the straight press that the murdering
youths had shouted pro-Anita Bryant slogans during
the knifing brought the city’s gay community to fever
pitch.
Police Chief Charles Gain ordered a massive investi
gation. A phone tip resulted in the arrests of the four
assailants on the Saturday before the enormous
parade and the City breathed a sigh of relief. Mayor

350,000 march In San Francisco’s largest Gay Free
dom Day Parade. Photographic posters of Adolph
Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Idi Amin, Anita Bryant, and a
Ku Klux Klansman were carried by activists, 5 abreast,
in an eloquent commentary on the human condition.

In Amsterdam, the Netherlands, supporters of the
homosexual rights movement in the U.S. raised $40,000
to pay for an ad In Time magazine, protesting Anita
Bryant's "Save Our Children” crusade.

-fl!-

Wichita, Kansas passed a gay rights ordinance ban
ning discrimination against gays in October, 1977. The
local Catholic bishop prayed Immediately for its repeal
and, with Anita Bryant hovering in the background, it
was repealed in May, 1978.

The United States Supreme Court once again re
fused the hear a gay case. This time it refused to
review the case of a Washington state teacher who
was fired for being gay. The high court let stand lower
court decisions that states may fire gay teachers just
for being gay.

January was not really that good a month for gays
vs. the government. Late in the month the U.S. Bureau
of Prisons announced that henceforth they were ban
ning gay publications from being sent to prisoners.
That decision has been appealed and the courts an
nounced in September, 1979 that they would hear
arguments In the case.

Gays marched on Washington in the first national
march for Gay Rights, and helped elect the first
woman mayor of San Francisco, Dianne Feinstein.

In London in January, the wife of the Chief of Police
left her husband for another lover—a woman.

Black leaders in San Francicso blasted the gay
community and blamed it for the tremendous upsurge
in housing costs.

The city of Detroit banned discrimination against
gays.

Vermond decriminalized homosexual acts.
250,(X)0 people attended or participated in the City’s
annual Gay Freedom Day Parade.

The California Democratic Council, the 20,CKX)member and very powerful party organization,
canceled Its scheduled convention In San Jose
because that city rescinded a proclamation of Gay
Pride Week. The convention was moved to Fresno.
Attorney General Evelle Younger, running against
Jerry Brown for governor, said he didn’t believe we
should have gay cops.

Elaine Noble lost her bid in September for the
Oemocratalc nomination for a U.S. Senate seat from
Massachusetts.

The Amateur Athletic Union admitted a gay running
group to its membership, the first gay group to be
granted that privilege.

In March, San Francisco District Attorney Joseph
Freitas files red light abatement action against gay
adult sex clubs in the City. In April, the DA and the
clubs worked out an agreement that should avoid any
further problems.

San Francisco march after the Miami defeat

A move to recall Mayor George Moscone, Sheriff
Richard Hongisto and District Attorney Joseph Freitas
went down to defeat In August, as did an effort to
repeal the then-recently passed district election of
supervisors.

The Torch, a reactionary fundamentalist Christian
newspaper, called tor the extermination of all gays in
late September.

Harvey Milk was elected as San Francisco’s first
avowed homosexual supervisor.

in November, Mayor George Moscone promised the
gay community that a gay police commissioner would
be appointed In San Francisco before he left office.

An initiative to place a "morals Initiative" on the
California ballot failed to make the ballot.
Speaking at a fundraiser in Los Angeles in midFebruary, former presidential contender Senator
George McGovern came out in favor of gay rights on a
national level.

One of the more senseless murders In a string of
slayings in the South of Market area occurred on
February 8 when actor-model Rick Smoot was shot by
a single shot from a passing car. Smoot's slaying
remains unsolved.

The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear another
case and thus let stand lower court rulings that held
that state supported universities may not deny official
recognition to gay groups on campus. This case
stemmed from a gay group at the University of
Missouri.

1978
Nebraska decriminalized homosexual acts.

The American Bar Association called for repeal of all
laws oppressive to gay people and urged passage of a
gay civil rights bill In the Congress.

Popular apparel during the days of Miami
continued on next page

in March the City’s Chief Administrative Officer
Roger Boas announced that the annual Gay Freedom
Day Parade here would finally receive funds from the
City Hotel Tax Fund, money which is used to fund
almost all parades in San Francisco. The 1978 parade
received $10,000, the 1979 gay parade received $8500,
and this year's grant will total $11,000.

The Board of Supervisors approved the comprehen
sive gay rights package for the city banning discrim
ination in housing, credit, employment, and public
accommodations against gay people on March 19. The
measure was signed, with a great deal of fanfare. Into
law by Mayor George Moscone two weeks later.

A series of slaying called the “Clone murders"
cropped up in San Francisco. A former model/bartender here, David Likens, was arrested for the killings
In December and he hanged himself in the San Mateo
County Jail In January, 1979.

A committee of the Board of Supervisors here re
jected a plan for using $375,000 In federal funds for a
4ay community center here. The plan would later be
approved after the assassinations of George Moscone
and Harvey Milk.

In November, the push to get Art Agnos’ Assembly
Bill to ban job discrimination against gays In the state
began In earnest. In February, 1979 the State Senate
Labor Committee would reject the Senate version of
the measure sponsored by Senator Milton Marks of
San Francisco. However, the Assembly’s Labor Com
mittee approved the bill In July, 1979. The bill has a
long way to go yet.

November proved a tragic month for San Francisco.
The mass suicide of 900 members of Jim Jones’
People’s Temple was followed on November 27 by the
assassination of Mayor Moscone and gay Supervisor
Harvey Milk. The city’s homosexual community re
sponded with a candlelight march from the Castro
ghetto to City Hall. Joan Baez joined the marchers
and led them in singing as a memorial to the two
officials.

1979
In December Sheriff Richard Hongisto resigned to
take a job as Chief of Police in Cleveland, Ohio.

Dr. Josette Mondanaro, an upfront lesbian who
headed the state’s Drug Abuse Program, was fired by
the Brown administration for writing an obscene letter
on state stationery. The letter to a friend complained
bitterly about a third party who seemed to tolerate
child abuse. Mondanaro appealed her firing to the
State Personnel Board and on February 8, 1978 that
board ordered her reinstated. She quit a few months
later.

The Gay Freedom Day Marching Band and Twirling
Corps here took top honors in the annual St. Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Several off-duty San Francisco cops brawled their
way into a gay women’s bar. Peg’s Place, and roughed
up a few of the patrons and owners. One of the cops
was finally convicted and suspended from the force.

A young gay man in Rhode Island was refused per
mission to take his boyfriend to the school prom. How
ever, a 'high school senior in South Dakota had more
luck and did take his beau to the prom.

Senator George McGovern

The first gay group formed in India in late Sep
tember, 1977.

George Moscone had authorized a $5000 reward and
the Tavern Guild raised an additional $5000. Supervisor
Quentin Kopp was prepared to ask the Board of
Supervisors for a $100,000 reward on Monday but the
assailants were In jail by then.
3000 people attended the funeral services for Hills
borough at Grace Cathedral and for days many gays
were seen wearing black mourning bands on their
arms.

S^'?¿a.dear...cram it

San Francisco's City Hall and the Castro’s Elephant
Walk, a gay bar, were trashed by gays and police
respectively in the wake of the Dan White jury’s ver
dict on “White Night.”

Gay Freedom Day in Australia was marred by
violence and police made massive arrests.

The San Francisco Police Department announced
that it would begin to recruit gay cops for the police
force. The actual recruiting would .not start until
October, 1978 and the first class of recruits sworn In
until November, 1979 but the program at least got
under way.

In mid-September Supervisor Robert Gonzales Intro
duced a comprehensive gay rights ordinance to the
Board of Supervisors. The measure bans discrimina
tion against gays throughout the City, discrimination
in credit, housing, and public accommodations. When
Harvey Milk joined the Board of Supervisors in
January, 1978 he and Gonzales would become co
authors of the bill, which was passed and later signed
by Mayor George Moscone.

Charles Gain

The U.S. Supreme Court sent back to lower courts
for "reconsideration" the case of a gay man, John
Singer, who had worked in the Seattle office of the U.S.
Equal Opportunity office and was fired for being gay.
The high court held that since the U.S. Civil Service
Commission had recently changed its guidelines
regarding gays the case of Singer should be recon
sidered in the lower courts. It’s as close as the nation’s
highest court would get to a favorable decision on
gay cases.

William Carter Spann, the President’s nephew, re
ceived a prison sentence for robbing a gay bar and
restaurant (The Mint) of $60. Spann later reveals a great
deal to journalists abdut his bisexuality. Last month.
Carter was released from prison and he is now married

The charitable crusade In the Bay Area, the United
Way, finally got around to giving grants to gay or
ganizations. The United Way funded part of Pacific
Center's operations.

California Governor Brown signed an executive
order banning discrimination against gays in depart
ments under his control. He further announced his
support for gay rights, later in the year, in his bid for
the Presidency.

Gay Rights activists in Barcelona, Spain were dis
persed by police firing rubber bullets during World
Gay Pride March.

Towards the end of January, Assemblyman Art
Agnos met with leaders of the gay community to map
plans for introducing a bill into the Senate Assembly to
ban, on a statewide level, employment discrimination
against gays.

In July, the United Church ofChrist removed, for
purposes of church doctrine, any "stigma” attached
to being gay.

Setbacks to the homosexual drive for civil rights oc
curred in St. Paul, Minnesota, Wichita, Kansas, and
•Eugene, Oregon with the repeal of antl-dlscrimlnatlon
ordinances in those cities by the electorate. The trend
was reversed, however, when C alifornians voted
against banning homosexuals from teaching In public
schools, and in Berkeley and Seattle anti-discrimination
measures were retained or strengthened.

in late May the Presbyterian church nixed the ordina
tion of gays to their ministry.

A Connecticut judge upheld the state’s ban on the
sale of poppers in that state.

In mid-Juno the spectre of California’» ow n varslew
of Anita Bryant moralism reared Its head rh the person
of State Senator John Briggs, a conservative Repub
lican from Fullerton, Ca. Briggs appeared on the steps
of San Francisco’s City Hall to announce his plans to
ban gay teachers from California’s schools.

February, 1977 featured the emergence of singer
and orange juice huckstress Anita Bryant on the gay

New York City Mayor Koch banned discrimination
in municipal employment against homosexuals as one
of his first acts in office. Governor Carey in Albany
reacted by saying the law was unnecessary, because
no such discrimination exists.

California researchers, Drs. George and Mally Hunt,
reported that 14% of the female seagulls In the Santa
Barbara area were lesbian. This was reputed to be the
first solid evidence of widespread homosexuality
among wild birds.

The San Francisco Board of Education announced
that it was thinking of teaching gay lifestyles in the
City’s life studies classes In high school. Most of the
non-gay residents of the City reacted with a yawn. In
June, the Board finalized the plan.

June 7, 1977. Orange Tuesday. Voters in Miami,
Florida rescinded a gay rights ordinance there which

A bill very similar to the Briggs initiative here did
pass in Oklahoma, however, when the state legislature
voted to fire teachers who engaged In "public homo
sexual acts or conduct." The Helm law Is being fought
in the courts and the San Francisco-based Gay Rights
Advocates just won a small court victory when a
federal court agreed to take the case.

San Francisco gays showed Just what they thought of Anita Bryant

Jim Yeadon, campaigning openly ias a gay for a city
council seat to which he had been appointed to fill a
vacancy, was elected for his own term in Madison,
Wisconsin. Yeadon joined the exclusive club of Elaine
Noble of Maassachusetts and State Senator Allen
Spear as one of three openly gay elected officials in
the country. By the end of November they would be
joined by San Francisco’s Harvey Milk.

Sheriff Richard Hongisto announced an affirmative
action program in the San Francisco Sheriff’s Depart
ment to recruit and hire gay deputy sheriffs here. He
tagged Les Morgan as the coordinator of the project,
which has managed by the end of 1979 to get at least
17 gay deputies into the department. Morgan now
heads the gay recruitment drive for the San Francisco
Police Department, a task for which he has volun
teered rather than being a paid staffer.

Iowa becomes the sixteenth state in the nation to
decriminalize homosexual acts.

The Florida State Supreme Court ruled that gays
may practice law In Florida but only if they do not say
the engage in homosexual acts, which are still Illegal
in the Sunshine State.

rights

San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Parade draws

120,000.
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Lesbian mother Jeanne Jullion won a long and bitter
court battle to retain custody of her children. The city’s
gay community raised thousands of dollars for
Julllon’s defense fund.

The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear a case in
mid-May about a North Carolina man convicted for
engaging in homosexual acts. The court let stand
lower rulings that state’s have the right to regulate
sexual behavior.

In the final year of the decade, gay activist Harry
Britt was appointed to fill Harvey M ilk’s vacant super
visorial seat.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, a self-proclaimed
theocracy, in addition to executing gay men, seized
the American diplomatalc corps as hostages at the
U.S. embassy In Tehran. Conditions for release:
return of the deposed Shah.

In May the trial of former Supervisor Dan White
began for the assassinations of Mayor George
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk. On May 21 the
jury returned a verdict of voluntary manslaughter, the
maximum penalty for which is seven years and eight
months In prison. White is now In a security wing of
Soledad prison serving his time.

In May, San Francicso buried a time capsule that will
be unearthed one hundred years from now. Included In
that capsule was a copy of the March 23,1979 edition
of The Sentinel.

Gays and the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service locked horns in battle during the last six
months of the decade over the IN S ’ policy of barring
gay foreigners from entering the U.S. This battle Is
being waged by Gay Rights Advocates and is a long
way from being over as gays move Into the 1980’s.
Episcopalians meeting in Denver banned gays from
the priesthood.

Governor Jerry Brown appointed the state’s first
upfront gay to the bench when he named Steven Lachs
of Los Angeles to the Superior Court there. Brown has
also promised a gay judge in Northern California.

The California Stale Supreme Court in September
told police departments across the state that the way
they had been applying Penal Code section 647(a)
(which makes it illegal to solicit someone for sexual
acts) was unconstitutional. The high court did not
throw out 647(a) as unconstitutional but Instead nar
rowly limited the circumstances under which police
may use it.
As the remaining months of 1979 waned, several
tremendous events occurred. Gays decided to push for
inclusion of a gay rights plank in both the Democratic
and Republican Party platforms in 1980
Senator Paul Tsongas introduced a gay rights bill
into the U.S. Senate similar to the one In the House of
Representataives.
Harry Britt won election to the District Five super
visorial seal he had been appointed to fill after Harvey
Milk’s death.
And presidential contenders from both parties
seemed to be falling in to support a gay rights plank In
their party platforms.

Phyllis Lyon, Del Martin

gence o f upfront lesbian professionals: attorneys, physicians,
researchers, and graduate students. I mean there were lesbian
lawyers before the 70’s but they certainly weren’t upfront.
D: And we certainly didn’t have the Lesbian Rights Project,
which has been assured of continuance. I think what those
women are doing is fantastic.
P: The beginning of the 70’s was just the start of lesbian
organizations throughout the country.
D: Also our book Lesbian/Woman and Sidney Abbott and
Barbara Love’s book Sappho Was A Right-On Woman were
the first books by lesbians to take a positive stand.
P: I suddenly realized a couple months ago that now there
are so many books out that one can pick and choose. You
don’t have to take every book that came out on the subject o f
lesbianism. That’s a difference in just seven years.
S: What do yoa think the chances of lesbians having to go
back in the closet in the 80’s are? Do yon think we are in
danger of becoming victims of a backlash?
P: I think that backlash, if that’s the proper term, is with us
already. But you can’t put people back in the closet.
D: We are really in a state o f struggle with the right wing.
They are very verbal and well financed. And they can
mobilize letters. We have to march on Sacramento because
we can’t get gay people to write letters to legislators. We have
to do more than endorse and elect people. We also have to
follow it up. You follow the political process to make
change. It took five years for Willie Brown’s bill legalizing all
sexual acts between consenting adults to finally pass in 197S.
Sometimes it takes a little time to change laws. Some people
say that we shouldn’t try to get gay rights ordinances passed
because they just get people up in arms and they’ll reverse
them anyway. I disagree. We should continue to be on the
offensive and influence legislators because each time we do,
we educate more people. You don’t get it all overnight. A lot
of gays today who are active in San Francisco moved here
recently. They don’t understand all the educational processes
that went on from the SO’s to the 70’s. We may reach some
people today but we’ve got to reach others tomorrow.
S: What do you think of the relationships between yotinger
and older lesbians? Do you think there is a need for role
models for younger lesbians?
D: I’ve always had trouble with the idea of role models. It
seems like what we’re fighting against, sex role stereotypes. I
feel very strongly that each individual has to find her or his
own lifestyle. If you start trying to model it isn’t going
to be you.
S: In my concept of role model It’s not that I am going to
become that woman. But for example when I read a good
lesbian writer 1 get excited and can do my own stork better.
D: Suppert and inspiration are different than role model. I
think women have been buying negative role models all
along.
P; Or trying to model ourselves after some specific person
like Marilyn Monroe. But I interpret the term rqle model to
mean the chance for younger lesbians and gay men to see that
in fact lesbians and gay men can become fully actualized
professional people, or good people, or happy people in spite
of society’s oppression. People do talk about a split between
older lesbians and younger lesbians but I don’t know why
that is.
D: Well I know why it is for me . . .
P: Well specifically . ..
P; It’s that awful, loud . . .
P: Music. That does tend to pose a problem. I think that
many older lesbians are still caught in the closet. The other
thing is how can you get to know anybody, old or young, in a
bar or dico where you can’t hear yourself talk, let alone
anyone else. But we’ve never had any problems with younger
people. We've been involved with younger women, both
lesbian and non-lesbian, on various friendship levels.
S: You’ve chosen to have a monogamous relationship. How

Lesbian Activists/Lovers
Look Back at the '70s
by Sue Zcmel
/ met with Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon at Del's office in
the Glide Building. The office is small but comfortable.
Filing cabinets line the walls and books are neatly stacked on
shelves. There are two desks on each side o f the room.
For twenty-five years Del and Phyllis have lived and
worked together as lesbian and feminist activists in San Fran
cisco and throughout the country. They co-founded the first
organizations fo r lesbians, the Daughters o f Bilitis in 1955.
They co-authored the first positive portrayal o f lesbianism,
Lesbian/Woman in 1972. Presently Phyllis serves as a Com
missioner on the San Francisco Human Rights Commission
and Del is the chairperson fo r the San Francisco Commission
on the Status o f Women.
Del and Phyllis are fu ll o f information. They impart their
knowledge and opinions candidly, with warmth and humor.
Our interview seemed to conduct itself.
A s we began, Del handed me a blue pamphlet entitled
"Everything Gay Men Know A bout Gay W om en.” The
pages inside were blank.
S: I had the feeling that was going to happen.
Dd: What I mean by showing you that is that gay men have
no knowledge of lesbians and very little interest in our
existence and activities. That’s the reason why there are more
lesbians involved in the women's movement. And that’s still
an issue. It’s been going on for ten years and longer.
S: Do you think that separatism is an effective strategy for
changing the reiatlons between lesbians and gay men?
PhyUit: I think it’s a strategy for self-preservation. You can
argue until the cows come back whether gay men would
understand women if we were around them more. In the
beginning of the 70’s when Del wrote “ When That’s All
There Is,’’ Larry Littlejohn, who was president o f the
Society for Individual Rights, read the essay and got into a
whole trip about trying to understand lesbians. He went to
S.I.R. and they had a discussion. They voted to include
women in the membership but wouldn’t let us serve on com
mittees with them. So we had separate but equal committees,
right.
D: They decided that they could use lesbians as window
dressing or if they needed secretarial help.
S: And yet you have chosen to remain In San Francisco which
has the largest gay male population in the country.
D: It’s my home town. We liberated Castro Street long
before others did. That’s where we First moved in together.
P i 1 think we should realize that we’re talking in broad gen
eralities. There are certainly some gay men who have made
every effort in the world to understand and work with
lesbiahs. Unfonunatley, they are in the minority. Some of
the greatest support that we’ve gotten personally and during

various projects has come from straight women.
S: What kinds of changes have taken place within the
women’s movement in the decade? Recently I read a quote
from Del that you felt that the Natloaai Organization of
Women was no longer a feminist organization.
D: With circumstances as they are today NOW is a onewoman organization controlled by Ellie Smeal. At the last
convention they ran rough-shod over other minorities. And,
as Robin Tyler put it, they’ve driven a separation between
“ gay girls’’ and lesbian feminists working within NOW.

Del Martin (left) and Phyllis Lyon
(photo by John Oleske)
b: What docs that mean?
D: There are a lot of whatyou would call gay women. They
identify more as gay than as feminists.
P: Not all lesbians are feminists, right?
D: And they found a way to control the lesbians within
NOW. Those who are more easily manipulated are in charge
of the state task forces on lesbitui rights. Those who have put
a lot of work into the organization for a number o f years
have been eliminated.
P: When Del said that NOW isn’t a feminist organization but
rather a women’s rights organization she meant that, based
on what we saw at the various conferences this year, the
organization didn’t bear any semblance to what we consider
a feminist organization. It was the whole male power trip and
the same kind of hierarchical politics we’ve seen for ages in
male dominated organizations. I don’t think it was an attack
on lesbians per se, it was simply a power play on the part of
the president to take control of what is now a million dollar
corporation. It sounds really trite but power tends to do
something to people.
S: It seems sad that after ten years of lesbian struggle wlthiu

THE RECESSION CONTINUES:
SO WILL OUR RECESSION
DINNERS. SERVED FROM
5 TO 11 P.M.

H A VE

W E

G O T

SUNDAYS
Lasagna

A

M E A L

that organization thb is where NOW b as we start the 80’s.
P: The interesting thing about NOW is that if you ignore the
national politics you have some marvelous women working
within the local chapters throughout the country. It has been
anuphill and downhill struggle in terms of NOW and
lesbians, most of which dealt with the fear of upsetting the
apple cart by acknowledging the fact that lesbians existed.
Ignoring what the leadership thinks, basically there’s been a
lot of education among women about the lesbian issue within
NOW and other organizations too. The No On 6 campaign
showed that. By and large throughout the state there were
more women involved in fighting and voting no on 6 because
they’ve had an opportunity for education. Plus what hap
pened in Houston in 1977, where you had a group o f women
together who were not all feminists but grassroots women
from all over the country who began to understand what the
lesbian issue was about. In many instances even if they didn’t
know very much about it or if they didn’t morally agree they
still saw the need for a woman’s right to choose.
S: So you think we’ve made progress educating people.
P:Yes. There’s been incredible movement. T hat’s not to say
that there aren’t women who wouldn’t swoon if someone
just mentioned the word “ lesbian.”
S: If you rewrote Lesbian/Woman today b there anything
you would change or include?
P: Yes. We would have included more about lesbian
mothers. Also I think there are far more lesbian lifestyles
now than were apparent in 1972. And differences. Lesbian
women, like other women and men, have gone through all
kinds of changes in terms o f the nuclear family and ideas
about relationships. Interestingly, in looking through the
book not very long ago I noticed that it’s still an unfortunate
truth that most of what’s in the book is very valid in terms of
the oppression of lesbians in the 80’s. There are more oppor
tunities for women to reach out and get assistance but a lot of
the problems are the same.
S: You mentioned that we know more about lesbian
mothers. What do we know?
P: We know that there are more of them.
D: I think actually a third o f lesbians are mothers and there’s
been a I^TS^ups and downs in custody rights. The first case
where a lesbian was awarded custody in a contested divorce
even though she was a lesbian was in San Jose in 1972.
There’s been a lot of work and research done on the subject.
At a recent Women In Law Conference some attorneys
analyzed a number of lesbian custody cases. They indicated
that there is no rhyme or reason to how these decisions are
based. It’s really up to the bias or prejudices of individual
judges. Recently we published an article on lesbian mothers
in a judge’s journal. We figure we have to do some education
of judges.
P; It occurs to me that as wre talk about this, one o f the big
changes that has happened in the 70’s has been the emer
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do yon feel about non-monogamy?
P: There are a million options for people in terms of how
they live their lives. We’ve never been the ones to scream at
people if they were not monogamous. It’s been the other way
around. We’ve been yelled at because we were monogamous.
D: And we don’t have problems with bisexuality either.
P: Not to mention asexuaJity. It doesn’t make any sense to be
working to try to make your world a place for people to be
free to be who they are and then turn right around and say,
you have to do it my way or else you aren’t politically
correct.

S: Do you think lesMans are becoming less rigid around this
Issue of political propriety?
P: Yes. There’s a kind of circle that we forget happens.
Where you come into your awareness of your lesbianism
makes a lot of difference in what happens to you as you grow
as a lesbian. If you come into it among a group of radical
marxist lesbians you’re going to begin in one way, on a
different level than if you come out with a group of middleclass Southern California lesbians. Within any kind o f
women’s movement, whether it’s lesbian or feminist, you
always have women entering the circle at one level o f
consciousness, whatever it is, and then moving up in the
circle. As the oonsciousness grows, whatever the issues are,
there are still people coming in at the bottom.
S: Do yon recall any particular highlights of the 70’s?
P: We celebrated our 25th anniversary. One of the things I
remember was sitting up until three o ’clock in the morning in
1972 to hear Jim Foster and Madeline Davis make the
minority report on gay rights at the Democratic convention.
That was certainly something we never dreamed would
happen.
D: The NOW Conference in 1971 was a highlight. NOW
stated that oppression of lesbians was a concern o f the
feminist movement. That was a breakthrough at that point
because Betty Freidan had been so anti-lesbian. That again
showed the difference between the leadership of NOW and
the grassroots members. The real struggle was in New York,
where Freidan was from. They were deciding that the
couptry wasn’t ready for us yet, but the country was way
ahead of New York.

S: When Freltton finally made a ttatement In support of
lesblanita la 1977 It was strange. She said that the priority of
the movement wm the Equal RlghU Amendment hut since
ERA didn’t specify lesbian rights she’d support the Houston
gay rights resolution.
P: She knew damn well that the only way she was going to get
back into the mainstream of the women’s movement was to
support lesbian rights.
D; It was called catch-up time.
S: Do you think that there arc still differences between East
and West Coast lesbians and feminists?
P: Not as much. One reason is that women have started
traveling more. We have better communication although 1
still think that women are a lot easier out here than on the Est
Coast. We’re not so tense. It’s easier for us to laugh at
something awful that’s going oh rather than continually
being lied up in knots. It’s also been amazing to me in the
past ten years to discover the pockets of lesbians in all kinds
of strange places like Ames, Iowa, and early on in Kansas
City, or Lawrence, Kansas. It really is true that in one way or
another we are everywhere and organized, or on the verge of
organizing. I remember the women in Kansas City in the
early 70’s who were considered the radical women of the
community. They reminded me of a group of D.O.B. women
in San Francisco in the early 60’s, but for Kansas City they
were really readical.
D; Another highlight for us was the recent first Lesbian
Awards Dinner that the Southern California Women for
Understanding had at the Biltmore Bowl, there must have
been 400 of what they called “ achieving lesbians’’ there,
some of whom were in the closet but working for our com
mon goals, and others who were out and actjve. We would
like to see something like that started in Northern California.
S: What do you know about the National Lesbian Organizatk>B started in 1978?
D: We were at the founding convention in Los Angeles but
the group never really got off the ground in California
because a lot was happening here then. But there are a num
ber of chapters in the midwest and the east. T hat’s a good
sign. We need lesbian groupings. I would also like to see us
organize nationally, not in the old time structures like NOW,
but in more o f a loose network that at least comes up with a
national voice for lesbians. We don’t have that in the way
gay men do. Certainly Charlotte Bunch has been a good
spokeswoman but we don’t have a piUI together.
P: It’s kind o f fascinating that in San Francisco there is no
specific lesbian organization and there hasn’t been for years.
There’s the lesbian caucus but that’s a closed membership
group, and groups like Lesbians Against Police Violence, but
that’ organized around a specific issue. There’s the Women’s
Building that houses a number of women’s organizations
that have lots of lesbians in them but there isn’t a specific
lesbian organization in the city.
S: Maybe that’s tomcthlng that will happen in the 80’s.
P: Another highpoint of the 70’s was Harvey’s election and
the changes that came about in him through the office.
D: We certainly saw a lot of changes in him from the
early 70’s.
S: Tliat, In some ways, b a bopefni sign that gay men are
capable of dealing with women's banes in a real way.
P: And translating women’s concepts when detding with
men. There’s no question that it’s possible for them, the
question is, do they want to? For example, in talking about
the International Women’s Year Conference, it was just
impossible to get it through some gay men’s heads that it was
important to support sending lesbians to Houston. They
didn’t see what it had to do with them, not even when you
showed them the resolution which talked about gay rights,
not specifically lesbians. How do they expect to get gay rights
when we can’t even get women’s rights?
S: What do yon think the major Issues for lesbbns are
in the 80s?
P: I think the issues for the SO’s are the same issues we had
for the 70’s, and the 60’s, and the SO’s. We don’t have the

FEATURING CLASSES IN
Salsa
* Jazz
* Mew York Hustle
Latin
• Ballet
• Musical Theatre
Tango
* D is c o
• Ballroom
Tap
• Swing
• Exercise
* Stage and Nightclub Choreography
* Dance Teacher Training

VILLA

Private Lessons Featured

CALL 621-2472

•

BAR O P E N 1 0 :00 A M. D A IL Y

•

D IN N E R S U N D A Y T H R U T H U R S D A Y 5 :0 0 P .M . U N T IL 1 1 :0 0 P.M.
D IN N E R F R ID A Y & S A T U R D A Y 6 :0 0 P.M. U N T IL 1 1 :0 0 P.M.
B R U N C H S A T U R D A Y 10:00 A .M . U N T IL 4 :0 0 P .M .
B R U N C H S U N D A Y A N D H O L ID A Y S 1 0 :0 0 A .M . U N T IL 6 :0 0 P.M.

•

• NEW COCKTAIL HOURS: Monday thru Friday
3-7 P.M. —Well .90 — Bear .70 — Hor D’oeuvres served.

R O M A N A

$30 complete

Miraloma Park

I t a l ia n C u is in e & P i z z a

$162,950—Unique 2 bed
room 1 bath, fireplace.
Art Deco fixtures. Inlaw.

1785 FU LTO N at M A S O N IC
931-1700

$137,000—3 bedroom,
2 bath with fireplace, deck
& views. Inlaw potential.

RALPH C. PETERSEN

Noe Valley

Attorney At Law
W/l/s Trusts

lía

%

C

O

C

K

^

I - 8

Caravan
Lodge

X
771-2828

C o n tro l ts

Landlord Tenant
and other Civil Matters

S7 Hancock Street. Suite 3

Personal Injury
Bankruptcy

San Francisco. CA 94114

(4IS) 621-2299

$149,500—2 bedroom,
1 bath Italianate Viet,
with studio inlaw down.

566-2131
673 Portola Drive
Miraloma Shopping Center

S a i l i n g Y a c h t C r u is e
M ay I 7
1 W tM 'k C r u i s t ' in ituViry.in Is L in d s
A l l M ( m I s a n d I iqucir
? N ig h t s in b a n |uan
SI 005 00
M iiim i D a p a riu re
SI 12 5 0 0
San I r a n i isc o D e p a r tu r e

Call 433-3647

FOR SALE

760 Market at Grant
362-5198
Tues - Sat

Business Law

W

Ask for Ken or Tom , 9-5

n r if iR K E

For Reservations, Please Telephone 4 1 5 -4 3 1 -0 2 5 3

ALL GAY
TOURS

Excellent business opportunity for gay couple or friends.
Charming Victorian restaurant with good reputation.
Favorable location.
Reasonably priced.

Marc

7 1 8 14TH STREET (At Church & M arket)
SAN FRANCISCO

D: And that’s probably how we’ll get it passed, through the
union women. More power to them. I’d hope that NOW
would follow their lead.
P: Since they can’t stop them they probably will.
D: I think we really need to support the Gay Rights National
Lobby. Just as we need to support the California Human
Rights Advocates. We need these lobbies, especially in view
o f what’s happened with the political right. We need to
support gay lobbying by writing letters. . .
P: And by money, and by going to the march on
Sacramento.
P: Other communities look at San Francisco and forget that
change didn’t hapfien overnight. It took a lot of hard work
on the part of a lot o f people. It took twenty years.
D; 1 think that we’ve become a little more sophisticated in the
70’s. I guess we all felt pretty'locked out o f the political
system. But I would hate to see us just become power brokers
in the same old way. I would like to see us be brokers for
social change.
P: If the 70’s were the “ Me” decade, maybe a lot of us will
change to the “ We” decade. Maybe it’s time for us to see
what we can do together.
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anger out and then to focus it. We need (o learn more about
how to do that.
P: I think there is a big difference though when you talk
about women and men. One of the statements that Harry
Britt made about how now they have to see that we aren’t
just a bunch of fairies but we’re men—I mean come on.
There is that real macho kind of thing happening.
D: We also have to educate ourselves. Lesbians and gay men
have to come to some sort o f understanding.
P: The No On 6 campaign was one of the better examples of
people putting aside their prejudices on all kinds of things
and getting together coalition so gay people.
D: Who would have thought that we could win a state--wide
vote when all those city ordinances were going down? And
that proved that we can work around specific issues with gay
men. We’ve gotten away from just organizations. We’ve
formed ad hod committees on specific issues. I guess at our
age we’re into getting some immediate things done. The
younger ones can look forward to a longer span. Another
twenty years.
S: What direction would you like to see the women’s move
ment take?
D: I think women are going to have to mobilize more
militantly in the future. To date we’ve depended on working
through the traditional political process as far as the ERA is
concerned. But the thing is, we didn’t get the vote by being
nice. The suffragists when they hit the streets were very
militant. I don’t think the legislators are taking us all that
seriously. The media certainly doesn’t cover ERA anymore.
One thing that was suggested by a woman was to block the
highways that lead into unratified states to let them know
that we mean business, that we are serious about our
boycott. We hav to use a lot of different strategies. There’s
been the fear of doing something radical because then the
legislators won’t vote right.
P: Well, they aren’t voting right anyway. Today it’s the labor
unions who are doing rallies and consciousness raising
about ERA.
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Equal Rights Amendment that affects all lesbians as women.
We don’t have protection as lesbians: therefore, gay rights
are important. Those are the two major areas, gay r i ^ t s and
women’s rights. They are hard to i.gnore.
D: 1 think we can look forward to seeing more visibility of
lesbians in the 80’s. In this last San Francisco election Kay
Pachtner got 23Vo of the gay vote in District 5, which has to
have been highly lesbian. That’s an indication that they are
going to have to p>ay more attention to the lesbian vote, not
just the gay male vote. We’re looking forward to being more
public. Sometimes we do differ with gay men on issues and I
think that we’re going to speak up and say so.
P: And hopefully the media, both straight and gay, will
understand that there are two groups. The gay community
isn’t just white male. It isn’t just lesbians who are upset
about that. There are gay men who are upset too, and Third
World gays. They’re having enough trouble getting their own
communities to understand that there are black gays, Asian
gays, or Chicano gays.
‘
D: We’re worried about the conflict with minority groups.
That’s not going to solve anything. We have to be supportive
of each other.
P: We make a lot of noise about our own civil rights but
there is a strong racist group within the gay male community.
People talk about the gay community as if it is a homogenous
grup o f people who all look alike, feel alike and so on. But
it’s not. It’s a very diverse group. The term “ community” is
suspect at best. We're old and young and in-between. We’re
Republicans, Democrats, and Libertarians. We’re conserva
tive, and radical. We’re very poor and very rich.
S: II seems that the gay male commanlly has gained in
economic clout which is one reason that they are more visible
snd powerful than lesbians in San Francisco.
P: Gay males have always been more visible than lesbians
because of their lifestyle. It’s the difference between how
men and women are allowed to operate in the society.
D; I understand that there was a study o f 148 lesbians in the
Bay Area and that the average income was SS25 a month.
The average income for women was S7(X).
S: Do you think that’s because we have been denied job
opportunities?
P: Sure. How many bank presidents do you know that are
women? Our lesbian attorneys are for the most part young
and just beginning, so that their practices, regardless of what
they’re trying to do, aren’t set yet.
P: I would hope that in the 80’s one of the things that would
happen is that greater trust would happen between lesbians
who are in the closet and lesbians who are open. For
whatever reason those who are closeted feel it’s impossible
for them to come out, they can still work within. But some
times they can be our worst enemies. And sometimes they
also feel threatened by those of us who are out. We need to
figure out a trust relationship where they know that we’re not
going to blow their cover and we know that they’re not going
to sell us down the river.
S: What kinds of projects am yon going to be working on
n the 80’s?
D: We still want to write a book on lesbian mothers. We’ve
been collecting a lot of material and if we can ever find the
time we’ll put it together. I’m also very interested in the
whole issue of violence in general. I consider that to be a
survival issue. If we don’t learn how to control violence in
this country we are going to kill each other off. We hear a lot
o f talk about violence against gays, but in general we live in a
violent society. It isn’t just used against gays . . .
P: Or against women . . .
D: It goes back to our society’s value structure. If you can’t
win any other way we think we have to do it violently. I think
we have to figure out ways to deal with differences and
conflicts.
S: What do you Ikink about the gay communitly’s show of
violence at City Hail last May?
D: You have to realize too that it was the anniverary of
Stonewall and there were a lot of pieople . , .
P: Who wanted to have a better riot out here than . . .
D: There was in New York. I think there’s been a lot of back
lash as a result o f the violence. Sure, I was angry about the
verdict too; angry at the jury and at the system that allowed
White to get off. But if you were going to express your anger
why do it at City Hall instead of the Hall o f Justice; There
was a lot of misdirection of anger. What we need to learn is
where to direct the anger, and how to use it constructively.
S: Do yon think that the feminist movement has been In
structive In that way? From the beginning of the movement
women began speaking tbclr anger and using it to propel us
somewhere else.
D; Yes. The way I think you bring about change is to get that
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The Decade In Photos

Mayor Feinstein: a 10 Year
View of Gays and Politics

We looked through thousands of photographs to find a few that
might adequately express this extraordinary decade for gays.
What was it all about? Politics (Harvey Milk debating John Briggs,
top riqht): marches and parades (bottom right); happenings and
parties and discos (bottom left, a party at the I-Beam); loving (top
left at the Gay Teachers Union Children's Day); ana some
astonishing beauty (center, Mr. San Francisco Contest).

AU through the ¡960's the political establishment in San
Francisco recognized that the gay community here was
growing by leaps and bounds. It was a phenomenon which
surprised and disgusted the oldline Irish-Catholic and ItalianCatholic political powerhouses in the Cliy. Then-Mayor
Joseph Alioto refused consistently during his eight-year
administration to meet with members and leaders o f the
gay community.
In 1969 a young, attractive, rich San Francisco-horn and
Pacific Heights-domiciled Dianne Feinstein announced her
candidacy fo r the Board o f Supervisors. Within a few
months her campaign would disgust the old power elite o f
San Francisco. Feinstein had committed the unpardonable
sin o f not only recognizing the huge gay population here
but actively courting its vote. San Francisco politics would
never be quite the same again.
Feinstein's wooing o f the gay vote paid o f f handsomely
fo r her; the votes she received in the gay community gave
her the highest number o f votes fo r any candidate in the
citywide election o f Supervisors and custom dictated that
she become president o f the Board.
There was no doubt in anyone’s m ind that the gay vote
had propelled Feinstein into the Board presidency.
During the next decade others would woo the gay vote and
some o f them would be chosen champions o f the gay move
ment. State Senator Milton Marks, a Republican, became
solidly entrenched as an ally o f the gay movement. State
Assemblyman Willie Brown, State Senator (later. Mayor)
George Moscone, Assemblyman Leo McCarthy, Assemblyman Art Agnos, and, o f course, the late Harvey Milk,
would all emerge as favorites o f the gay community. But
none o f them were there in 1969 when Feinstein changed the
political future o f this City.
Feinstein's strong ties with the gay community surfaced
again in 1975 when she ran unsuccessfully fo r mayor, failing
to get into a runoff election with George Moscone, who had
also captured a big hunk o f gay votes, by 1000 votes. In the
closing days of the ’75 campaign Feinstein cancelled many
campaign appearances to try and locate and then help four
young gay men brutally beaten by San Francisco police on
Halloween night. Those cancelled campaign appearances,
which never sit well with voters, very likely cost Feinstein
her chance at a ru n o ff with Moscone.
However, the tragedy o f the City Hal! assassinations three
years later brought Feinstein at last into the mayoral chair.
Just a month ago she was elected in her own right to a fu ll
four-year term as mayor. Political observers credit Fein
stein ‘s victory to the overwhelming block o f gay votes she
picked up in heavily gay District Five.
Feinstein, her huge victory sweetened by a huge gay-vote
in 1969, entered office as a Supervisor in the 70's. Having
sliced o ff an even larger chunk o f gay votes in the mayoral
race o f 1979, she enters the I980’s as mayor.
/N o political figure in San Francisco has been more
identified with the gay community here in the I970’s than
Dianne Feinstein.
Last week Sentinel publisher Chuck .Morris, Associate
Publisher Jim Murphy, and sta ff writer Sue Zemel sat down
with Feinstein to take a look backwards at the 70’s.
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Sentinel: No one in San Francisco politics has been more
connected with the gay movement here In the last ten years
than yourself. What would be your assessment of the
changes In the gay movement and its Impact on the City
In the 70’s?
Feinstein: I think the major change is in the size o f the gay
community here. The gay population has increased dramati
cally in the 70’s. And with that, as with any other emerging
group, comes a host of needs, demands, goals, or whatever.
The gay community has played a consequential role in the

"Dififerent lifestyles should be respected,
not demeaned and not denigrated.’*
“ The gay community will have to set its
own goals.”
revitalization of the City: in the restoration o f old Victorians,
professionally and culturally, and virtually in every area of
human endeavor.
I would have to say that the major change relates to size
and the fact that with size has come a host of different social
policies in the City.
When you were first elected to the Board of Supervisors In
1%9 the concerns most often expressed to you by gay people
were about getting homosexual acts legalized and obtaining

a City ordinance to protect gay people In employment. Ten
years later what do you see as the concerns of the gay com
munity in relationship to the City?
Well, this is one of the few cities that does have legislation
that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta
tion. That legislation was put on the books many years ago.
It is still on the books and has, in fact, been working.
In 1%9 I think the concerns of the gay community were
largely that of apprehension; “ will we be accepted?” And
now I see the concerns as being that of being an active par
ticipant in the governmental process. I see the gay com
munity’s desire to be represented in the government of San
Francisco as a major change.
There are also a large number of gay entrepreneurs now.
Whether these are restaurant or boutique owners they are
people who pioneered their own businesses. With the
emergence of the Golden Gate Business Association the
entry of the gay community into the concerns of the
“ merchant community" has happened.
The formation of the gay physicians group is another
example of change.
In general, the entry of gays into every sphere of activity
in San Francisco has occurred. I think that the gay com
munity doesn't only want to address itself to only gay issues.
I think that they’re interested in problem solving in general
and that’s extremely helpful.
In 1969 there was very little attention paid to the economic
influence of gays on San Francisco. You Just discussed a
Ibt of organizations that can be seen as having an enormous
impact on the economy of the City. Do yon have any
thoughts about what that impact means to the economy of
San Francisco?
It's hard for me to speculate. A large number o f gay busi
nesses—I don't have any figures but I would assume that a
large number—are doing very well. I know that when I met
with the Castro Street Merchants in November I was sur
prised by the large number of gay businesses. There had to
have been two hundred people in that room. And I think

“ I see the gay community’s desire to be
represented in the government of San
Francisco as a major change.”

they are active participants concerned with the problems of
street litter, crime, and keeping an environment that is con
ducive with business. 1 think all that indicates that the gay
community is just like any other community. It is a com
munity in which one is able to conduct business and that is
safe. It is also a community that is artistically enriched.
In Ihe 1980’s will your ofnee effect some kind of rapport
with the downtown interests and the thousands of gays in
volved in businew? Specificaliy, the head of the Chamber of
Commerce does not really want to recognize gay business.
People from Ihe Golden Gate Business Association met with

him recently and Ihe response they got from him was cold
at best. Do you think you can help bridge that gap?
I think that if the two communities want to bridge that
gap time will make that happen. When you look at the

Chamber itself, a large number of its members who are active
are the large corporate members. And, of course, many of
them do not live in the City. And, on the other hand, much
of the gay mercantile community lives in the City. Right
then and there, in terms of policy making for the City, the
people who live here, spend their dollars here, educate their
children here, have a wide share o f community concerns and
just by virtue of their participation they play a very major
role in the destiny of the City.
We went back and read through old articles, interviews, and
statements that you've made and one of the things that sticks
out most in the past ten yean is Ihe number of times you’ve
spoken out on violence against the gay community. Do yon
think there has been an Increase in violence directed at the
gay community and. If so, what do yon intend to do about it?
There is violence against everybody. There’s violence
against the elderly, violence against women who are mugged
and their heads cracked against the sidewalk. That happened
out in the Sunset. Then there was a waitress who was shot
for $ 1.50. The new phenomenon, I think, is the wide increase
in juvenile crime in the City. 1 think Police Chief Murphy has
indicated that 60V« of the crime is committed by juveniles.
And I think there is a very real need for education in our
schools about lifestyles. Different lifestyles should be re
spected, not demeaned and not denigrated. Because the
Continued on page 28
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Sentinel Chief Remembers

P u b lis h e r

continued from previous pege

Sentinel Chief Remembers
the ’70s, Peers into the ’80s
by Sue Zcmel and Jim Murphy
yvhen we first asked Chuck Morris to do an interview fo r
The Sentinel he declined. " A good publisher, ” he told us,
' 'doesn ‘t use his newspaper as a vehicle fo r political ends or a
platform fo r personal opinions. ’'
But we persisted, explaining to him that as we attempted to
get a grip on the decade we didn'/ want the sharp political
tongue o f an individual at the forefront o f the gay move
ment, but rather the sharp reporter's eye o f someone who
had observed the gay community in San Francisco fo r
many years. He agreed but emphasized that we would get
no raises.
Chuck has reported on the gay movement fo r twelve years.
H e's been with The Sentinel fo r fiv e years and has been the
newspaper's owner and publisher since / 977.
H e's been active in the gay movement fo r fifteen, lecturing
across the country on gay lifestyles. He was one o f the
founders o f the Metropolitan Community Church. Chuck
was a co-chair o f the Gay Freedom Day Committee in 1977
and has participated on that committee since 1973. Most
recently he was appointed by Mayor Dianne Feinstein to sit
on the Blue Ribbon Committee, form ed by the Mayor to
investigate the May 21st riots.
A s we entered his office Chuck was sitting on an orange
couch surrounded by stacks o f newspapers, dirty ashtrays,
and empty Pepsi cans.
Our interview reaffirmed our opinion o f him as a man who
in the midst o f chaos is able to retain a strong sense o f
personal values.
Since the December runoff a lot of people have been ques
tioning Just how Influential Is the gay press In San Francisco?
Do you feel the election ladkales that the giy press has no
Influence In the gay community?
First o f all, I think people who would question the political
influence o f the gay press, in the same way they might
question the influence of the straight press on straight voters,
are really missing the point o f what the press is all about.
As I’ve made clear in any number o f editorials during elec
tion time and over the past three years, we offer recom
mendations to readers about issues and candidates as a guide
for them, and certainly not as something to force them or
transform them politically. I don't think it is a newspaper's
job to try to force people to vote for issues and candidates.
There’s a candidate that we endorsed in the mayoral race
who did not win. But if you want to take an average of the
candidates that we’ve endorsed over the years, we have the
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Chuck Morris, Senf/ne/publisher
best average o f any newspaper in the City. On the issues our
readers have certainly gone along with us.
But to take one race in one election and say there must be a
tremendous split between the gay voters and the gay press is
not a good reflection of what the newspaper business is all
about.
It does not bother me in the least that our readers did not
follow our editorial recommendation. I think it’s more im
portant that at least we stimulated some conversation in the
gay community, and they did at least look at the two
candidates.
1 made it clear to a number of people when I signed
Quentin Kopp’s ballot sponsor form that I did i f because I

wanted people to realize there was more than a gay candi
date, and more than a candidate who was largely identified
with the gay community—Dianne Feinstein—that there was
a third candidate, Quentin Kopp. I wanted some sort of
dialogue to take place. Certainly our endorsement of
Quentin Kopp provided an opportunity for that dialogue to
take place. It made him a viable candidate in the gay com
munity. I think we succeeded admirably in that, and that’s all
we can ask for: to try and inform the readers.
What do yon think Is the gay press’s role in advocacy type
Journalism? Do yon think that’s one of the purposes of the
gay press?
First of all, we of the gay. press are a minority press. The

same as black newspapers or latino newspapers are a
minority press. There is a need for a minority press only
when the standard straight dailies, or the larger straight
newspapers, are not covering news o f interest and
importance to those minority communities.
That is certainly the case in San Francisco. The daily news
papers here, the straight press in general, do not cover news
in depth, news of importance to the gay community. That
minority press then becomes a voice in two directions: First
to its readers, and secondly, to the leaders o f the political
establishment in the area in which it operates.
The voice to its readers should be as objective a voice as
possible. I see no reason why a minority press has to violate
the basic standard of journalism which has to be the most
objective reporting of the news as is humanly possible.
However, the second function of the minority press is to
reach out to the political establishment, the financial estab
lishment, any establishment of the city, state or country, tuid
say, “ These are the concerns of our readers, these are the
issues that involve us, these are the things we think need to be
rectified.’’
I don’t think it’s the function of any newspaper to twist
the news or to slant it so that its primary function becomes
advocacy instead o f reporting the news. That’s where I really
draw the line.
I think gay publications in the last 10 years have started to
reflect that. You look at gay publications 10 years ago and a
great deal o f it was hysterical advocacy rather than objective
reporting o f the news to its readers, allowing them to arrive
at their own intelligent decision. Instead, it threw all the
issues out, slanted the journalism and basically told the
reader what was the newspaper’s impression of what had
happened and why it had happened. That is not the proper
function o f a newspaper. The “ why” is not really the proper
function; the “ what” is.
Has the gay press become more respectable and more re
spected In the community In the last 10 years? Have yon seen
the poOtkal Institutions and poUtkal leaders of the dty
courting the gay press more?
God, yes. I’ve been a reporter in this city for 12 years or
more. 1 can remember a time when, as a gay reporter work
ing for a gay publication, I couldn’t even get phone calls
returned from the lowliest investigative bureau in the Hall of
Justice or the Police Department.
I can remember times when assistant District Attorneys
would make the most outrageously bigoted statements to me,
knowing full well I was a gay reporter covering a gay story.
They would freely make statements that nobodv in this city

contirtued on next page

would tolerate anymore. They were absolutely sure no retri
bution would come down on their heads.
Because of the gay conununity and the gay press here (and
the gay press in San Francisco really is thriving) there is an
influence they no longer dare ignore. I’m not talking abut
individual cops or individual District Attorneys, the Super
visors, and the Mayor; all public officials in this city treat the
gay press and the gay community very differently than they
did 10 years ago.
The political ngnrc who kas been moat connected with the
gay Bovemcat to Diaanc FriaBelB. She has heen a ckwe
persoaal friend of roars for a o st o f that time. How do you
thiak your relatioaship with her aad other leaders has
changed?
My friendship with Dianne has been strained because of
the recent election, but it has not been broken. I don’t think
it will be. In a more official capacity, in her role as Super
visor and then as Mayor and mine as publisher, it has also
been strained. But I think the Mayor recognizes that the
concerns I had were legitimate, and there were questions
which were not satisfactorily answered. In the course o f time
I think they will be.
Over the last 10 yetus Dianne’s relationship with the gay
community has changed. I think her not winning the whole
ball of wax in November was a real shock to her.
There have been several periods when the Mayor, both as
Supervisor and as Mayor, has gone through a real
educational process with the gay community. You have to
remember she grew up in a society that was really removed
from most of the everyday concerns of people living,
struggling to survive, and she also grew up in a society that
did not concern itself with the issue of people’s sexuality. She
has found that very hard to relate to over the years.
But the shock of her not winning in November, I think,
made her see there were some areas she was just not reaching
out to the gay community and she really was not getting the
message sent from the gay community.
One thing I will say about the Mayor is that she is a person
with a lot of integrity. Once she has been aroused to the
injustice of an issue she very seldom retreats. 1 believe she
saw some things, in that one month period before the runoff
election th at were being perpetrated on the gay community. I
doubt we’ll hear any more from her about setting standards
of behavior. She r ^ l y knows now just how offensive that
was to gay people.
Yon have aligned yourself at times with some of the more
coBservativc politichuu in San Francisco; people one might
not expect to support gay rights or gay itraes tea yean ago.
Do yon think yonr personal relationship has helped to
change them?
I don’t think that change has been a result o f my relation
ship with them, but a result o f my presenting issues to them.
When I support a candidate it has nothing to do with
political labels. And for the past ten years it never has had. It
has more to do with the person of that candidate; their
interest, their involvements, their intelligence, th d r willing
ness to grow. It has nothing to do with conservative, liberal,
moderate labels. Absolutely nothing.
Another public figare yon bad a good rapport with was Chief
Charlca Gaia. At so bm cnscial jnnetares in the hut four years
he was there t»rccclvc phone calls from you when there naay
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have been clashes between polkc and the gay community. Do
yon worry now that the administration Is susceptible to the
Influence of the POA and to becoming more conservative? Or
do yon think Chief Mnrphy will also remain open and
nccmible to you?
My concern about that accessibility is not for my personal
accessibility but rather the accessibility of the Chief to the
concerns o f the gay community.
I'm really very proud o f the role that this paper has played
in the last sbi years in being able to defuse a number o f very
threatening situations. Two of them that I can think o f off
the top o f my head were after the Miami election, when this
paper was instrumental in organizing monitors and keeping
the marches after the Miami election on a very peaceful keel.
And that happened only because the Chief was immediately
accessiDie, knew ot and shared those concerns.
Then again when John Briggs decided he was going to go
to Polk Street the Halloween before the Poposition 6 election
this paper was directly instrumental in organizing and mobil
izing all the forces that got that tremendous police response
and got public officials out there.
My concern about accessibility to the Chief is being able to
contact him when there are real issues that threaten the peace
o f this City and the peace of the gay community. I met with
him this morning and I really am comfortable when he says

that same accessibility will exist under his administration of
the police department.
I will miss Charles Gain sorely as Chief o f Police. He was
agreat humanitarian as well as Chief of Police. I think the
two have to go hand in hand. My concern with police has
always been excessive use of police power.
As to whether the police department will get more con
servative. I think there are people in that department who
would like that to happen but I don’t think that is a situation
that this city would tolerate.
There arc some sitnations where the p icu acted as an
effective liaison to help defuse potential crises, but I also
know that on (he night of May 21st, certain newspeople were
out on the streets, on Castro, asking “ Do yon think there will
be violence?” How responsible do you think the press may
have been in Instigating the violence?
I think the press was very responsible in helping to
instigate the events that led to the riots on May 21. It is
absolutely reprehensible that the straight media in this city
was out on the comer o f Castro and Market immediately
after the verdict was announced, asking people whether or
not they thought there would be violence. If the grand jury
every indicts anybody for instigating a riot some of the re
porters who covered the events immediately after the
announcement o f the verdict in the White case certainly

ought to be called to task. They went far beyond the bounds
o f responsible journalism.
What do yon think of the May 21 riots—the manner In
which gays lashed out? Do'you think It was . ultimately an
effective show of strength? Do you think It was detrimental
to the movement?
1 don’t really know how detrimental to the movement it
was. The only thing I can say is just from my own philo
sophical background. I am a pacifist. I do not believe in
violence. I don’t really see that violence has ever solved any
problem. In general, it only leads to more problems. I can
not condone the violence of the White night riots, but 1 can
understand what led to those riots.
People who oversimplify those riots as the gay commu
nity’s res|>onse to the announced verdict of the jury are really
missing the dynamics of what was happening that night. The
bricks that were thrown at City Hall were not thrown just
because Dan White was allo w ^ to get away with murder.
Those bricks were thrown for every gay men who was ever
kicked out of the military because he was gay; they were
thrown for every lesbian mother who has had her children
stripped away from her; they were thrown for every gay
person who has ever been excommunicated from their
church; they were thrown for every gay person who has ever
been arrested for daring to touch another person of the same
sex; they were thrown for every gay who has ever been fired
from a job because he was gay. Those bricks were thrown for
thousands of years of historical injustice, and they were
thrown out of the however many decades each one o f those
rioters lived, for the injustices that had been perpetrateu
on them.
The grand jury report, the SRI report, the Police Officers
Association report, all missed the point.
Bricks might not be an answer bat what then are some
answers, some vehicles, through which gay people might
work for change?
This sounds terribly old-fashioned and square and maybe
even conservative but I think we have to accept the realities
of life. The reality of life in this country is that there is a
political establishment that exists. Short of revolution in this
country, it is going to continue to exist. We, as gay people,
are not going to overthrow that short o f an armed insur
rection. We have to accept the realities of how that system
operates and we have to get in there and change it.
The gay community can be most effective by really getting
involved in every sphere of life in San Francisco, in
California, and in this country. We have to be as concerned
about the quality of life for others as we are for ourselves.
When we begin to affect people’s lives through our own
caring we’re going to affect a whole system. And change it.
When we are as concerned about children starving to death,
when we are as concerned about elderly women being beaten
on the streets, when we are as concerned about children not
having decent homes, and are willing to act as foster parents
for them with no rewards of any kind, when we are con
cerned about society in a whole spectrum of areas, then we
can affect those changes.
I think the direction of the gay movement in the 80’s is
going to be one o f moving outwardly. We’ve had all the
inward looking experiences that we really need as a
movement. We had the last five years of the sixties and we
had all of the seventies for that kind of inward looking. Now
we have to take what we learned from that and apply it to
society as a whole.
It’s been said that the seventies were the decade of gay pride
Continued on page 30
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Religion and the Homosexual In the 70’s
by Chris Kerby
The Judeo-Christian heritage has
preached for centuries that hom o
sexuality is an “ abomination” in the
eyes of the Lord. Yet with the strength
ened gay rights activism during the sev
enties, the question of homosexuality
has become one of fierce debate within
most religious denominations. As a
result, gay religious caucuses have
emerged nationwide, attempting to
amend the anti-gay teachings of their
various sects.
However, thousands of homosexu
als, feeling rejected from their religious
denominations, have turned to the
most rapidly growing gay institution,
the Universal Fellowship of Metropoli
tan Community Churches. The MCC,
begun in Los Angeles in 1968 by Rev
erend Troy Perry, "proclaims the Good
News o f Jesus Christ that every p>erson
is loved by God. There is no condem
nation because a person is gay.”
With 145 congregations worldwide,
the MCC membership has swelled to
an estimated twenty thousand. As the
doctrine by-laws of MCC allow for a
high degree of individual interpreta
tion, the manner of Christian worship
differs widely among the various
parishes.
The MCC of San Francisco, cur
rently under the ministry of Reverend

Jim Dykes, conducts not only weekly
worship services, but also Christian ed
ucation classes, social functions, vol
leyball matches, prison ministry pro
grams, and a weekly radio broadcast.
According to Reverend Michael
England o f the local MCC, "there will
always be a need for gay people to be
together in faith.”
While many homosexuals have left
their religious denominations to join
MCC, others prefer to work through
the gay caucuses o f their sects to bring
about changes favorable to hom o
sexuals.
The Catholic gay caucus. Dignity,
founded in California in 1969, strives
" to work for the development o f the
Church’s sexual theology and for the
acceptance o f gays as full and equal
members o f one Christ, to work for
justice and social acceptance through
education and legal reform,” and to
help gay Catholics become “ more
active members of the Church and
society.” While many of the 85 chap
ters around the nation recommend that
Dignity members attend regular church
services, some chapters offer the sacra
ments in services specifically for gay
Catholics.
The Catholic gay caucus faces a tre
mendous struggle within its denomina
tion. Its attempts to dispel the notions
that homosexuals are sick and that

Feinstein
Continued from page 25
results o f that kind of demeaning is the increase in violent
activity, with people going out and beating up other people.
I have made a commitment that I will be speaking at
Mission High School and speaking at Mission Police Station.
I am going to try to put the bricks of a new administration
together. Fundamental to that administration will be the cre
ation o f a Police-Community Relations unit. That unit will
have, not as its sole task, but as a major task to work on
some o f these problems where we can develop a better under
standing between groups, particularly juveniles.
And, as you know, the chief is making a full investigative
unit out of the juvenile bureau. I take a very strong position
in respect to crimes committed by juveniles. This city is not
going to be run by juvenile thugs. They are going to be
apprehended vigorously and I would hope the courts would
treat juvenile crime very seriously, whether that crime takes
place on the Muni, out in the Sunset, on 24th Street, or at
18th and Castro. We will not put up with it.
In the last ten years gays have taken a more active part in the
City. How do you think this has evolved?
it’s happened even faster than that. In 1975 when I
appointed Peter Nardoza as my administrative assistant, he
was, to the best of my knowledge, the first upfront gay who
worked at Citv Hall. So, in essence, it’s really all happened
in the last half of the decade. Now no one even thinks twice—
Of even once about it. It’s an accomplishment.
I have made it clear that a gay will be appointed to the
Police Commission and that gays will be, appoipted to other
commissions.
My feeling about appointments in an era o f diminishing
fiscal resources is that people have to be more than a pro
fessional woman, or a professional gay, or a professional
black. They also have to bring with them the credentials to
handle a sphere of government whether that be transporta

homosexual activity is sinful were dealt
a major blow during Pope John Paul
IPs recent visit to the United States.
The Pontiff praised U.S. bishops for
not encouraging aaive homosexuals to
persist in their lifestyles, suggesting
that "hom osexual activity, as dis
tinguished from homosexual orienta
tion, is morally wrong.”
Within the Episcopal Church, the
gay caucus, Integrity, has grown to
suppon nearly thirty chapters around
the world since its founding in 1974.
With approximately two thousand af
filiate members. Integrity attempts to
reform church teaching in the whole
area of human sexuality and conducts
worship services and social gatherings
for its members. Issuing a monthly
newsletter, the organization also serves
as a political body to fight for gay
rights.
Many Integrity members had hoped
that the American Episcopal Church
would adopt the Church of England's
recent stance that homosexuals would
not automatically be barred from the
priesthood and that gay relationships
can be accepted. Yet the Episcopal
Assembly held this June in Denver
concluded after hours of heated battle
that “ it is not appropriate for the
church to ordain a practicing homo
sexual.”
While the resolution has become of-

tion or whatever. So they have to bring with them their
portfolios o f expertise. To me that’s very important to make
government work. I don’t think it does a service to anybody
when you are opening doors for the first time if those
appointments really can’t perform with distinction.
Do yon see the gay community handling its Inflnence In a
responsible or irresponsible manner?
By and large, in a responsible manner. Every community
has its moments o f which they aren’t particularly proud.

“ I think the gay community has an
interest in broad issues and that this is
extremely helpful.”
But, by and large, I think the gay community has been
responsible.
The gay community has people involved in a myriad of
issues. I’m not talking about only gay issues. I’m talking
about problem solving areas, areas that need to be addressed
in terms of the broadness of civic life. I think the gay com
munity has an interest in broad issues and that this is
extremely helpful.
I think the gay community has within it some very strong
educational backgrounds. Therefore, that is a talent bank to
be tapped. I think the various organizations play a major role
in exposing the community to other views in addition to gay
views. I think we have come a very long way in the 1970’s
and a good deal o f it happened within the past five years.
In the eariy 70’s the gay commaaity was primarily concerned
with gay Inacs when they came to yoa?
That’s right. And that has really changed. I see that the
issues now are not opiy gay issues. See, the unfortunate
thing is that the people just concerned with gay issues are the
ones that get the press and then sometimes diminish the
efforts that people have made in all kinds o f different areas.
But, as the gay community becomes more assimilated, which
it is, the productivity naturally increases.
Do you have some goals that you would like to see the gay
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ficial church policy, thirty-four bishops
have announced that they will not be
bound by the recommendation. Bishop
Paul Moore, Jr. o f New York, who
provoked the debate with his 1977

aii m é
Reverend Troy Perry
ordination of Ellen Barrett, an avowed
lesbian, stated that he would invoke the
church’s “ conscience clause” and con
tinue to ordain gays.
The Lutheran gay caucus, Lutherans
Concerned, has grown to twenty chap
ters since its founding in 1975. While
not an officially recognized caucus by
the Lutheran Church, the organization
nonetheless hopes to overturn a 1979
committee statement which proclaims
that even though one’s homosexual
orientation isn’t itself sinful the partic
ipation in "homosexual erotic behav
ior” is wrong.
Homosexuals o f the Jewish faith
were disappointed at the anti-gay senti
ments expressed within Judaic circles
in 1978. The president of the Rabbini
cal Alliance of America. Rabbi Abra
ham B. Hecht, announced “ an all out
campaign against gay rights.” Hecht
suggested that the Jewish organization
didn’t oppose a person’s right to “ prac
tice perversion in privacy.” Yet he
added that “ we cannot stand by quietly
as society legitimizes homosexuality as
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1972, Upheld the appointment of an
avowed homosexual pastor last No
vember. Reverend Paul Abels, pastor
of Washington Square Church in New
York’s Greenwich Village and a de
clared practicing homosexual, was held
in “ good standing,” particularly due
to his “ effective relationship” with his
predominantly gay congregation.
The United Church of Christ has
liberally supported the cause of gay
rights throughout the seventies. The
1972 National Conference approved
the ordination of a homosexual, a first
among all church denominations. Three
years later, the denomination endorsed
an end to all discrimination “ relating
to sexual or affectional preference,”
and during the Bryant crusades, the
United Church o f Christ issued a state
ment deploring “ the use of Scripture
to generate hatred and the violation of
civil rights of gay and bisexual per
sons.” Most recently in 1979, they
voted overwhelmingly to continue their
B^RcTesln support of homosexuals.
. As the March on Washington indi
cated, gay religious caucuses will con
tinue to battle for acceptance of homo
sexuals within their denominations.
Banners flown by gay Mormons, Bap
tists, Catholics, Unitarians, Jews, and
all the other sects were procdly held
high by individuals and orga lizations
trying to forge places for themselves
within their denominations.
No longer the “ love that dare not
speak its name,” homosexuality has
been acknowledged as an issue that
must be addressed by the vaiious
religions. During the eighties, the
dialogue on the question o f the homo
sexuality will heatedly continue.
Presbyterian Reverend Jane Spahr
expresses the commitment to the gay
rights cause which is shared by thou
sands of other homosexuals. She pro
claims, “ I’m going to help change it.
Gay people are not going to be on the
outside. We are going to make the
Church a viable place for us to be.”

this country with guns, ready to foment rebellion or terror or
any of those things. And that, in my opinion, is where
Immigration should be concentrating, setting standards that
protect peace in the United States and not trying to sort out
people based on standards which I don’t understand, prac
tices that aren’t founded in law, that aren’t founded in

“ The gay community has played a
consequential role in the revitalization
of the city.”
justice, and that are somebody’s old time prejudices.
Y «, I have sent telegrams from time to-time and I will
continue to speak out. 1 think it’s an archaic policy and I
do not think it’s doing the Immigration Department any
good at all in terms of how people perceive tiiat department.
Because we do have some very real problems that could
surface if people really do want to attack problems o f internal
security. And 1 think that’s where Immigration ought to con
centrate its efforts.
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a viable and acceptable social norm ."
As a response to the Judaic condem
nation of homosexuality, several gay
synagogues have formed, including
Temple Beth Sinchat in New York City,
Temple Beth Chayim fhadashim in
Los Angeles, and Congregation Sha’ar
Zahav in San Francisco.
The local organization, led by the
first openly gay rabbi, Allen Bennett,
holds weekly Shabbat services and
oftentimes coordinates its political and
social activities with the MCC of San
Francisco.
The Presbyterian Church most re
cently confronted the issue of homo
sexuality last December when Reverend
Jane Spahr was forced to resign as
Executive Director o f the Oakland
Council of Presbyterian Churches be
cause of her lesbian orientation.
This incident ties in closely with the
1978 ruling adopted by the General
Assembly o f United Presbyterian
Churches in America against ordination
of acknowledged, practicing homo
sexuals. In her resignation letter, Spahr
voiced her concerns raised by the o r
deal; " I realized how far behind the
Church is in understanding human
sexuality, let alone homosexuality.”
She continued, “ To me one’s sexual
orientation is not sinful. What is sinful
is the abuse and misuse of the relation
ships God has given to us, no matter
what sexual orientation.”
The battle for acceptance of homo
sexuals in religious sects may be long
and hard within some denominations.
Affirmation/Gay and Lesbian Mor
mons must attempt to counteract
Church president Spencer Kimball’s
references to homosexuality as “ an
abomination to God that corrodes the
mind, snuffs out self-esteem and drags
one down into the darkness of anguish
and unhappiness. ”
However, some substantive advances
were made within the decade. The
United Methodist Church, which dis
missed an openly gay Texas minister in

community set in the coming decade?
I’m not going to fall into that trap. The gay community
will have to set its own goals. I’m not going to get involved in
it. I’ve got enough problems right here.
What we mean Is would you like to see the gay movement
moving outwardly towards solving other specific problems In
San Francisco. We weren’t talking about setting standards of
behavior but about broad movement goals.
Oh, absolutely. I think the movement does itself the most
good when it becomes really effective in the problem solving
in a myriad different areas.
One last question, which is concerned only with the 70’s in
that it has emerged as a major gay problem in the last few
months. And that’s the current activity of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service. Have you expressed your concern
to President Carter? Or sent anything to express your view
point about what INS Is doing right now?
I take a position of total dissent on what Immigration
is doing. It doesn’t make any sense. It’s based on no logic
that I can perceive at all. And all I can think of is that it
comes from an era o f hobgloblins.
I just can’t understand the mentality that has set some of
those policies. I’m more concerned with people coming into
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Throughout the past decade, as gays
were coming out of the closet, the gayoriented press was coming o f age. The
70’s witnessed a phenomenal prolifera
tion and diversification o f the gay
press, mirroring increased homosexual
activism, cultural Howering, and com
munity consciousness.
Within the mainstream national
press the coverge o f homosexuality has
visibly shifted. Time magazine’s repor
ting has evolved from its Iate-I960's
reference to the “ pernicious illness” to
its Iate-1970s flashily-illustrated cover
story of “The Battle Over Gay
Rights.”
While reports on homosexuality reg
ularly hit the headlines of the major
dailies around the country, the cover
age, nonetheless, remains incomplete,
shallow, and often condescending.
Most recently, the March on Wash
ington by tens of thousands of gay men
and lesbians didn’t warrant a single
paragraph in either Time or News
week.
Due to this inconsistency of media
reporting, the gay press has expanded
to fill this coverage vacuum. The quan
tity and quality o f gay publications
have skyrocketed, particularly in the
past five years. The gay press now
ranges from mimeographed organiza
tional newsletters to artsy periodicals,-^
highly specialized academic journals,
soft-pom glossies, and a myriad of
newspapers with anywhere from local
to national focus and readership.
While the gay press was in its infancy
in the eariy seventies, during the course
o f the decade, a handful of gayoriented publications grew into firmly
established national periodicals.
The most well-known gay newspaper
in the homosexual community. The
Advocate, began in 1967 as a local Los
Angeles circular. It shifted its focus
from local news to national features in
1975 and the circulation o f the now bi
weekly newsmagazine boomed from
forty thousand in 1975 to tHe present
figure of over seventy thousand. Al
though the worldwide Advocate
readership is almost exclusively male,
editor Robert McQueen aims to
balance the coverage of news, inter
views, and features to interest both gay
men and lesbians.
The earliest gay-oriented publica
tions, the soft-porn glossies like in
Touch and Blueboy, with their male
model photo spreads and erotic fic
tion, have achieved wide readership
among gay males. The circulation of
Blueboy has grown to 175,000 in its
four-year historyr Sold at newstands
like its hetero-counterparts. Playboy
and Penthouse, the gay soft-porn
market has become increasingly more
lucrative and competative. As a
response to the competition, Blueboy
editor Bruce Fitzgerald states that his
publication “ will be more sexual in the
eighties” to capture a greater share of
the soft-porn market.
The slick literary monthly Christo
pher Street, with its arts reviews, novel
excerpts, and interviews, aims at a t
tracting the more professional, urban
gay reader. In its three-and-a-half year
history the New York-based magazine
has tripled its circulation to thirty
thousand. Despite its rapid circulation
increase, editor Charles Ortleb voices
the consensus of the gay press: “ We
haven’t scratched the surface.”
While gays are increasingly willing to
pull a gay-oriented periodical out of
the closet and toss it onto the coffee
table, attracting subscribers remains
difficult as no mailing lists of gay
people exist from which to draw new
subscribers. Several years ago when the
Advocate, intent upon increasing its
subscription rolls, contacted each of
the readers of Psychology Today, their
offices were swamped with irate callers
demanding to know, “ How did you
get my name?!” Even though gay
publications often advertise in other

homosexual periodicals to increase
readership, magazines such as the New
Yorker have consistently refused to ac
cept promotional ads from gay
publications.
The non-profit Boston-based Gay
Community News exemplifies the

regional gay papers of varying size,
focus, and quality are spread about the
country. The list of the more successful
periodicals include the San Diego Up
date, the Monströse Star, Houston’s
Upfront, Chicago Gay Life, Milwau
kee GPU News, San Francisco’s Sen-
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sionalism in its news coverage, feature
reporting and cultural reviews.
Another local gay newspaper, the
Bay Area Reporter (BAR) falls into
“ advocacy press, promoting a particu
lar point of view, especially sexual
liberation,” according to editor Paul

GayCommunityNews
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publication as complementing, rather
than competing with the other local
gay publications. The Voice “ isn’t pre
tending to be a newsmagazine,” but
rather a more literary publication,
focusing on gay cultural events in the
Bay Area.
The San Francisco gay newspapers,
like most local publications, are
primarily distributed free to readers at
gay businesses. The gay press thus
relies on its advertising accounts to re
main solvent.
Traditionally depending on the bars,
baths, and bookstores for its advertis
ing base, the gay press is moving
beyond its earlier hand-to-mouth ex
istence as the gay market broadens
with greater numbers of gay-run and
gay-oriented businesses. And as “ The
Business of America is Business,”
straight-owned companies are grad
ually getting into the act, recognizing
the spending force of the gay com 
munity.
In fact, after the gay press struggled
for years to attract major national
advertisers, several record, liquor, and
fashion corporations are slowly begin
ning to advertise in gay publications.
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growth o f the gay press in major
regional centers around the nation.
Started in 1973 as a weekly ditto calen
dar of events, C CN has evolved into
the major gay publication o f New
England. As its national coverage
grows more thorough, at least half its
readership is now outside of the North
east. Focusing its efforts on promoting
the gay rights movement, GCN manag
ing editor Richard Bums stresses the
need for a gay press dedicated to social
change. The GCN uses its pages as a
forum for political action, as well as a
stage for constant re-examination of
the goals and methods of gay activism.
Gay publications are continually
emerging and becoming more firmly
established in major cities around the
nation. The highly regarded Blade, a
bi-weekly newspaper with a circulation
of upwards o f twenty thousand,
operates out of Washington, D.C. and
circulates throughout the tri-state
capital area. Other successful local and

tinel, Philadelphia Gay News, and
Syracuse’s Gay Light.
As the gay press becomes more
stable and profitable, gay-oriented
publications continue to emerge,
although many fold after a short life
time. Co-editor Sarah Craig of the suc
cessful Chicago Gay Life, which has
grown in circulation to over twenty
thousand in four-and-a-half years,
reports that its publishers have dreams
of branching out. They hope to start
newspapers in areas like Kansas City,
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Indianapolis,
and St. Louis which currently lack ma
jor local gay publications.
Surprisingly, the gay press has thus
far had little success in either Los
Angeles or New York, two of the
world’s major gay centers. Each city
has a long past of failed gay news
papers. However, the publishers o f
Christopher Street have plans to pro
duce a weekly New York-based gay
newspaper, tentatively called Uptown.

Anti-Gay Material
Removed
From Airport

region. It is obvious that this is one
clear reason for continued cooperation
between the Bay Area Jewish and gay
communities.”

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
of B’nai B’rith announced that ma
terial objectionable to both the Jewish
and gay communities has been re
moved from display at the Stockton
Airport.
The ADL complained to the
Stockton Airport management after
receiving reports of the distribution of
anti-semitic and anti-gay material at
the public display area of the airport.
The materia] was part of a “ Comics
for Christ” display.
Alan Rosenberg, ADL Community
Relations Director, said that “ the
public display o f such offensive mater
ial goes beyond First Amendment
protection.
“ We at the ADL increasingly see a
link,” continued Rosenberg, “ between
the anti-semitic and anti-gay move
ments in the northern California

supports three major gay-oriented
newspapers. The Sentinel, billed as
“ San Francisco’s Most Widely Read
and Respected Gay Newspaper,”
prides itself on journalistic profes-

Lorch.
A new-comer to the SF scene. The
Voice has experienced tremendous suc
cess in its three-month lifetime. Voice
publisher Paul Hardman sees his

With the gay press’ Increasing
profitability, its future seems optomistic. Able to attract writers and photog
raphers from journalism backgrounds
in addition to those following the
earlier gay activist-turned-journalist
pattern, the gay press is continually im
proving its product. Within the next
decade, like the 70’s, the gay press
should continue to emerge, strengthen,
and diversify.
As Gay Community News editor
Richard Burns remarks, “ There will
always be a need for a separate gay
press. Even though the straight press is
providing better coverage, it's essential
to any minority to have a strong media
and a diligent media for its organiza
tion and mobilization. We will never
stop being necessary.”

......................r

Gay Appointment
Mayor Dianne Feinstein has ap
pointed
Bernard
Pechter,
a
stockbroker with Birr, Wilson and
Company, to the city-wide Alcoholism
Advisory Board.
Mr. Pechter, one of the founders of
Sha’ar Zahav, San Francisco’s gay
Synagogue, has also been elected to
serve on the Board of Directors ot the
American Jewish Congress, Northern
California Division.
This is the first time any member of
a gay synagogue has been elected to the
Board of Directors of this Congress.
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Slated for April inauguration, the
weekly newspaper will, according to
Christopher Street editor Charles
Ortleb, "look at the city, local politics,
and personalities from a gay perspec
tive.”
San Francisco, on the other hand,
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California
ok’s Sex
Sexual acts between consenting
adults, including gays, were decrim
inalized in California when, on May 12,
1975, Governor Jerry Brown signed
Assembly Bill 489, more commonly
known as the Willie Brown Consenting
Sex Act Bill.
The measure, though signed by the
Governor in May, would not become
effective until January 1, 1976 but at
least it had finally passed the legisla
ture after six years of hard fought
battles.
Almost immediately after being
signed into law the measure was at
tacked by Christian fundamentalist
groups who sought its repeal.
First a group called Coalition of
Christian Citizens launched an attack
and tried to develop a referendum on
a statewide ballot to repeal the measure.
At every juncture they were stymied
by gay rights activists who used the
courts and the Internal Revenue Service
to halt the illegal movement of the
churches in the movement.
Assemblyman Willie Brown prom
ised that he would pursue all the pro
ponents of the repeal “ like a truth
squad" and he did.
The Christian group needed to collect
312,404 valid signatures on a referen
dum petition before August II, 1975.
When the CCC failed to obtain those
signatures they folded up camp and the
banner of eradicating the new law fell
to an outfit called the Family Lobby.
Although they picked up where the
Coalition of Christian Citizens left off,
the Family Lobby’s efforts to repeal
the Brown Sex Act Bill were no more
successful than the CCC’s.
By January 15, 1976 the Secretary
of State, March Fong Eu, told the
Sentinel that she did not believe the
Family Lobby could obtain the neces
sary signatures for the initiative in time
to qualify for the June, 1976 or
November, 1976 statewide ballots. She
was right.
By mid-January the Family Lobby
had almost dropped from sight. Little
more was heard from its driving forces
until State Senator John Briggs joined
the Anita Bryant anti-gay crusade ■

Response to ABC

S p o rts

News Close-Up On
Homosexuality

From the
Steam*Room

The National Gay Task Force
(NGTF) reports an overwhelmingly
negative reaction from gays to the
ABC News special Homosexuals.
Protests
centered
on
the
documentary’s claim to represent a
genuine summary portrait of lesbian
and gay male life in America. NGTF
claims the program depicted only a
limited perspective on gay life.
Many lesbians felt under-represented
throughout the Film, thus promoting
the notion that they are somehow less
significant than gay males.
The film devoted most of its footage
to chronicling the personal agony suf
fered by a small number of docu
mentary subjects. The producers used
a maudlin and sentimental musical
score to further intensify this sense of
suffering.
“ By concentrating on suffering, the
film reinforces and oromotes the tra
ditional notion that there is something
sad, disturbing and pathetic in the very
nature of gay life,” said one NGTF
spokesman.
“ While it is important to recognize
the agony of gay oppression, the ABC
portrait has reducñl the rich diversity
of gay experience to an unrepresen
tative and narrow focus,” remarked
NGEfitCo-Executive Director Charles
Brydon.
According to the NGTF a represen
tative for the program’s producers
agreed to allow NGTF an opportunity
to preview the program before broad
cast. This understanding was a condi
tion of NGTF’s agreement to assist
ABC in contacting resources in the gay
community.
The producers of the program and
ABC News refused to honor their
previous commitment, despite re
peated requests by NGTF.
“ The experience teaches us all a
hard lesson,” said Brydon. “ We must
scrutinize and gain control over the
uses and products of our energy, open
ness and courage, which is this case
resulted in a portrait of gay people
which at best evokes a tainted kind of
sympathy,” Brydon concluded.

by Chock Chateau

"We really don’t care where you’re from— are you homosexuals?”
by Jerry S m ith
^0^

Bear Hollow Wins
Playoff Game #1

GREEN
HOT HOUSE

Bear Hollow, the San Francisco Pool
Association’s Division “ A” Champs,
soundly defeated White Swallow, the
Champions of the “ B” Division, 9-1
at Bear Hollow on Tuesday night. Bear
Hollow won the first seven games of
the match before the Swallow players
were able to muster up their only
victory o f the evening.
The victory by Bear Hollow gave
them a 1-0 lead in the best of five series
to be contested over the course o f the
next two weeks. Game number two
was played late last night, too late to
get the results in lime for this edition.
The clutch shooting of the Bear Hol
low players was awesome as they took
advantage of nearly every White Swal
low erro r, and bad break. Marc
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Continued fro m page 27
ships I have had with gay women, by and large, have been
fabulous relationships and I don’t run into the problems of
sexism. Let’s face it, there’s as much sexism among gay'
women as there is among gay men. But I don’t find those
problems among my friends. And I wonder if those problems
do exist to the extent that they’re publicized or whether
they’re a figment of people’s imagination. That’s not to say
that some problems don’t exist. How divisive those problems
are, and how extensive they really are, I’m not sure.
Do you think gay men have made an effort to include
women—to delegate more responsibility to women—in
general?
In the last ten years there has been an effort made to do
that. But certainly nowhere near the effort that should have
been made. It’s getting better but it’s not as good as it should
be. Or can be. Should is not always possible; can is. I would
venture a guess that at the half-point of the I980’s that is not
going to be as much a problem as it is now. At least I hope to
God it isn’t. Again it’s my own bias, but I don’t understand
the kind o f mentality that divides people into areas of
responsibility solely on the basis of sex.
There’s been a scramble for political power ever since Harvey
Milk lay down hb mantle, the qucMlon b who b going to
pick It up. There’s been a lot of divbiveness. How do think
that’s going to resolve itself?
First of all, that division and that scramble for power was
there even before Harvey was assassinated. It was there
before Harvey was even seated on the Board of Supervisors
or before Harvey even came to this city and ran for public
office.
1 think the causes of it are very basic. Somehow people see
power as a limited resource. And therefore, everyone is out
to get as much of that limited resource, as much of that
power, as they can.
Power is not a limited resource. It isn't something that a
very few people have to scramble after to the exclusion of
other people. It is something that can be shared ad infinitum.
Some of the scrambling for power in the gay community is
there because, historically, the access for gay people to
positions of power was limited.
Any number of people have wanted to be the person with
access to the Mayor or a Supervisor. I think we're moving
away from that. Mayor Feinstein certainly has a broad circle
of people in the gay community who have access to her. So
the corridor to that power, the Mayor’s office, is not a very
narrow corridor, it’s a very wide one.
When gay people see that there are all sorts of corridors to
people with power, and all sorts of access to power, that
scramble will diminish. I hope it does. It’s senseless.
Do you think San Francisco has been an example for gay
communities across the country?
I hope so. When I go to gay communities in other cities I
don’t find the tremendous energy that you find in San
Francisco. In New York that energy really does not exist.
They don’t have an organized community in New York.
They can’t even get a gay rights bill through their City
Council there. Other than Stonewall I really don’t see any
thing that has come out of the gay movement in New York in
the last ten years.
I don’t mean to build San Francisco’s image up as being
the be-all and end-all of the gay world. A lot of creative
things and a lot of momentous things have come out of the
gay movement in San Francisco. This is a fantastic city. A lot
of energy has gone into the gay movement here that has been
copied in other communities. And will continue to be copied.
I think that’s a very healthy thing. For as many problems as
we’ve got in the gay community in San Francisco, there’s a
very responsible gay community. It is working harder to
solve a lot of problems facing society than any other gay
community in the country.
What arc tome of the coniributions the lesbian and gay male
community have made to the city at large?
I think the biggest contribution of the gay community—
and when I say gay community I mean gay women and gay
men as one community—is that it has sensitized people here
and given them the freedom to exercise qualities in them
selves of incredible beauty.
We’ve sensitized people and given them the freedom to
express those gentler things in themselves. Most of the

by Vidor Camara

Nice New Plâce

Sentinel Publisher Remembers the 70’s
and that the eighties have to be the decade of gay politics. Do
you think that as gays gain more political cloat, economic
strength, and gain numbers In the vote, there will be a
straight backlash? Do you sec that happening in San
Francisco? Or do you think the Dan Whites arc a minority?
1 think the Dan Whites in this city are really a minority.
And as far as a straight backlash in this city, I don’t think
that’s going to happen. We could force it to happen by
taking an attitude that we are so numerous here and so strong
that we don’t need to observe some of the conventions of
society.
I know any number of people who think that because we
are such a large percentage of the population here we can get
away with anything. I think we have to act in a manner that is
resonsible for us and that we feel good with ourselves.
I think a lot of gay people come here and overreact. They
come from Podunk, Iowa, where everything has been so
repressive, and they’re like a kid who has been a diabetic for
years and told he can’t eat candy. When he suddenly finds
out he isn’t a diabetic he walks into a candy store and goes
hogwild. A lot of people when they come to San Francisco
react in much the same manner. They get over to 18th and
Castro and say “ WOW! I didn’t know this existed!
Incredible!” They go through all the crap.
I’m not talking about holding hands on the street or
walking down the street arm in arm. It’s the repression of
those loving instincts that gets people into trouble. To not be
able to walk down the street and spontaneously put our arm
around someone who is very dear to us—that kind o f crushes
the human spirit. And I’m not talking about that kind of
behavior.
What I’m talking about is more outrageous things that I
would find offensive no matter who did them. I see no reason
for people to be performing sex acts on the street. I don’t
think it’s good for them. I don’t think it’s good for the gay
movement. I don’t think it’s good for society.
I spent some time in Washington, D.C. a couple of months
ago, working on a national convention project to bring the
gay rights issue ot the floor of the two major political parties
in this country. And they are going to get there. I don’t know
if the platforms are going to be adopted but it is at least going
to be an issue at those conventions. I don’t see that as a
backlash. And I don’t see a backlash coming when that kind
of dialogue, that kind of activity, can take place.
As gays start integrating themselves into the community what
Issues do you think they should start addressing themselves
to? Do you think there are aways that gays have been
irresponsible while they’ve fought for their own rights,
possibiy at the exclusion of other groups? For example, do
you think gay speculators in this city have been irresponsible?
Speculators in this city have been irresponsible period,
whether they are gay or straight.
What I consider speculation, what to my mind is incredibly
evil, is people who buy buildings, do absolutely nothing to
improve them, then wait for the market to go up and turn
around and sell them. Those people are the scumsuckers of
society. I have always favored some kind of ordinance to
prohibit that kind of speculation.
Any gay person who is indeed a speculator in real estate is
not acting responsibly.
I think our responsibility and the gay movement’s
responsibility is one primarily to be honest with ourselves. I
think many of the games that get played in the gay com
munity are unhealthy. We are billed, rightly or wrongly, in a
lot of people’s eyes as being terribly creative and clean. Well,
I defy anyone to walk into my house and not believe that
General Patton and his 3rd Army had not camped in there
for a week. But if we are indeed going to be billed as creative,
then God damn it, let's be creative. Let's find new ways to
approach ourselves, to be more honest with ourselves and
with the people we relate to.
I think if there's anything we can do in the 80's it's to be
alittle more honest as a movement and a little more honest as
people. And maybe we can use any creativity we have in the
area of human relations and solving some of this city's
problems.
What do you think about the relationships between lesbians
and gay men?
I have a very biased viewpoint of that because the relation

Welcome to the I980’s. Just when I
am about to feel like the Grinch who
stole Christmas, along comes an event
in our community that reminds me
how lucky we are to live here in San
Francisco.
On Sunday, January 6th, there was a
happening at the Pendulum. As many
may already know, each year on
Irene’s birthday on his 6 AM to 12
Noon shift, he has a campaign to raise
money for some charity.
This year the charity that Jack
(“ Irene” ) selected was the Cambodian
Relief Fund. I am delighted to tell you
that not only was the event well at
tended by past and present emperors
and empresses, but also the athletic
community from the C.S.L. and the
G .S.L. A total of S1725 was raised.
N e^less to say the real winners were
not only the people who donated their

money, but the kids, who otherwise
would go hungry. Congratulations,
Irene, on a job well done.
On January 5th, the C.S.L. held
their second business meeting for
the coming year. It was far and away
the best C.S.L. meeting I have ob
served since the league’s inception.
This is especially newsworthy since
those who have been following this
column know that many touchy sub
jects were raised. Civility abounded,
and it was amazing how much the Gov
erning Body of the C.S.L. can accom
plish when they are on their best
behavoir.
On the primary topic of the day the
league voted 10 to 6, with one absten
tion, not to allow the proposed team
representing Everett’s Barbershop into
the league. The reasoning being, that
the calibre of ball played by the pro
posed team would simply engulf the
league, and really remove any chance
for true competition.
From this writer’s viewpoint it was
the correct decision, for this year at
any rate. I would like to go on record
however in praising the way no matter
was handled by Everett Hedrick. Too

straight men that I know who live in this city really welcome
the chance to express those more sensitive, tender feelings of
friendship and they’re able to do it because the gay com
munity has made that st socially acceptat^e t h i ^ in San
Francisco.
And I think the biggest contribution o f the women’s
movement to men has been to force men to sit down and
really examine themselves and their roles. Some women are
saying “ I don’t want to stay home and be a mother,” even
when children are involved in the family. It’s giving some
men the freedom to say, “ OK, I will slay home and play the
role of major parent.” That can be a very healthy thing
for people.
The gay movement has taken some things from the
women’s movement and applied them to gay men and
hopefully made gay men a little more sensitive.
The Image of San Fraadsco, among gays here and In the test
of the nation, is twofold: people sec It as a friendly laid-back
city where yon can be open; but the openness and viaibility of
gays tends to make relationships very difficult here. A lot of
people don’t want to get a relationship together after they
move here. They move away again after they meet someone'
because they feel there is too much competition and pressure
to have sexual encounters. Do yon M that’s a problem
here?
If people are blaming their problems o f lifestyle on
environment that's bullshit. People’s relationships are
individual things and they have to take responsibility for
those relationships working or not working.
Somebody that I think a great deal of told me one day that
he was changing his attitude, his way o f living, his way of
relating to people, because that was the way he saw things
going on in this city, so that must be the way things are
supposed to be and the way people are supposed to react to
one another.
That’s a bullshit excuse as far as I’m concerned. There is
nothing wrong with people being comfortable with their own
values and living by those values. If they are indeed their
own values.
If somebody’s value is to have a relationship, a primary
relationship with one person, and it is an acceptable thing for
those people to trick out with a third person or a fourth
person—if those are the values they honestly accept, and
have agreed to—that’s fine. But don’t put the onus on San
Francisco. Don’t put the onus on the gay community. And
don’t put it on other people, by saying th at’s the way San
Francisco is, therefore, that’s the way a relationship has to
be. And don’t say we cannot have a one on one monogamous
relationship, San Francisco dictates that we have to have
an open relationship. Those kind of open relationships lake
very mature people, and it takes a relationship that is very
solid.
What aie the changes that you’ve seen In the types of rela
tionships that form in the dty in the last ten yean?
I think in some ways they’re healthier because we are more
open with each other in our relationships. Fifteen years ago I
can remember not being able to walk down the street in San
Francisco and reach out and touch my lover at some really
tender moment.
Physical contact for most people, and I guess particularly
for gay people, is a very important part of relationships. To
have to stifle that physical contact is really very harmful to
people. It’s starting juices flowing and then having to shut
them off, just clamp down on them and exercise some sort of
abnormal control.
Fifteen years ago, when those moments came up, we didn’t
show them in San Francisco. I would not have touched my
lover on the street, or put my arm around him and just
enjoyed the sheer beauty of the moments we were exper
iencing then.
Now we’re free to do that in San Francisco, and that’s
healthy. Because that means those relationships are a little
more honest.
I think other changes have been that people in a lover
relationship in this city can share many things they couldn’t
share before.
For instance, fifteen years ago in this city, two gay men or
two gay women could not open up a joint bank account.
Most financial institutions would not allow them both to be

signatories on a loan for a house. You could not have joint
charge accounts. Life insurance companies wouldn’t insure
gays. Those may seem like materialistic things, but those are
the kintls pf things that help make relationshiiu work.
In the last fifteen years those kinds of things have become
available to gay people in this city. Probably more so for gay
men than gay women because gay women have to fight the
double oppression of being women and running up against
all the obstacles that financial institutions feel about women.
But more and more I think that may be alleviated.
Since the movement has grown calmer and more selfassared, do you think there is a danger that If we lower our
vigilance we will backslide?
I think we have to be constantly vigilant, for the John
Briggs and the Anita Bryants. Briggs is in many ways more
dangerous than Bryant. Bryant is a zealot. People, after a
period o f time, tend to reject zealots. They may tolerate them
for a period of time, but after a while, history really does
prove, they reject them—because it’s an extreme.
Society may embrace an extreme for a short period of
time, but ultimatley it rejects the extreme, goes through the
middle, maybe accepts another extreme, and goes back to the
middle. So the true course of history is that society, more
often than not, is in the middle twice as much as at either
extreme, because it constantly passes through the middle.
Bryant’s extremism will utlimately be rejected by the
people, because it is so idiotic and so insane.
The John Briggs of the world will always be with us. Briggs
is an opportunist who cares no more about gay teachers than
I care about another crater on the moon. But Briggs is
perfectly willing to exploit people’s fears, and to take
advantage of any political opportunity or any political wind
that may propel him somewhere other than where he is.
Those are the people who frighten me, those are the people
we have to be r ^ y careful about. And if we ever slide into
the comfort of saying we have achieved it all, we have
nothing more to achieve, that is exaaly the point when we
have a great deal more to achieve. I hope never to see the gay
movement that comfortable.
I have a motto about journalism that I think applies to a
lot o f things: the purpose of a newspaper is to comfort the
afflicted and afflict the comfortable. Movements have to be
the same We have to constantly question our comfortability
and other people’s affliction.
But I don’t see in the next decade that the gay movement
will get that comfortable.
We will get a gay righu bill out of the Congress sooner or
later. In the 80’s we will get a great percenuge of the anti-gay
laws repealed. In the 80’s lesbian mothers and gay fathers
will have less of a battle in the courts to retain their children.
But we will have to use what we will have learned by the
end o f the 80’s to Tight the oppression other people are
suffering. And there wiU always by oppressed peoples, sad to
say. We will have to turn what we learned, those organi
zational skills, to fighting other oppressions, whether
hunger, educational or cultural deprivation, or scientific
control of our lives. And that may be the next great
movement.
I can remember someone in city government telling me at
one point that they were not going to support the gay rights
bill because it didn’t have a chance of getting passed. I can
remember a person in city government telling me they
weren’t going to support Dianne Feinstein’s anti-discrimina
tion ordinance of 1971 because Mayor Alioto was certain to
veto it. We went ahead and fought those battles. We won.
Some of us dinosaurs in the gay movement will have to step
out o f it—younger leadership has got to step forward and
it will.
But we can offer perspective and we can offer hope. We
have fought battles that seemed insurmountable. And we’ve
won them. We’ve lost some of them, too. But we haven’t lost
hope. We have offered that to people.
The other thing people in my ^ e group or older can hold
out to younger people in this city is that this city was not
always what it is today. We didn’t always have the freedoms
we enjoy today.
It’s been a long hard battle getting here. And you can’t
take it for granted. There is always somebody waiting around
the corner to lake it away from you.
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It was the best of times, it was the
worst o f times. The year was 1973.
Nixon was president, and about to be
come unglued by Watergate. “ Man of
La Mancha” was awarded the Tony
for best musical of 1972, and in San
Francisco the Impossible Dream hap
pened. The C.S.L. was bom.
It was the brainchild of several
people, but since there must be
founders of any organization, 1 think it
is safe to say that without Jack
McGowan and Peter Switzer, the
league probably would not have been
born.
What started out as a six team fast
pitch league has, as it begins its eighth
year, progressed to a point far beyond
what the early founders envisioned.
Any attempt to chronicle the league’s
history should focus on its impact in
the community, rather than jsut statis
tics. But, since any sport is a game of
statistics, we have to mention a few.
Who will forget the first champion
ship game between Sutter’s Mill and
Who will forget the first champion
ship game between Sutter’s Mill and
the M int—the only two surviving
charter members.
The Mill had to play three games
that afternoon to win the title. But,
don’t feel sorry for them. The Mint
had to play four games just to make it
to the finals. Contrast that with last
year’s championship game between the
Village and Rainbow Cattle Co. They
Were allowed two whole days to play
three games, if a third game was
needed. Ah, how we pamper our
modern day athletes.
Let’s now go back and follow the
league briefly from its inception to
today.
A fter the championship game of
1973, it was decided to challenge the
Police to a game. That, more than any
other decision, was the springboard
which catapaulted the C.S.L. to na
tional prominence, and for better or
worse, changed the entire structure of
the league.
An all star team was selected to play
Central Station. It must be reported
that our heroes lost. But, the league
learned a lesson. If they were to com
pete with the Police, they had to
change their style of play.
As the league formed for its 1974 sea
son, it was decided to go to “ slow
pitch.”
How the league prospered that year.
Not only did new teams join, but it was
decided to have the Champions play
the Police, rather than an all-star team.
The dividends were soon forthcoming.
Twin Peaks, the league champs
stunned the police and the nation by
winning.

often in the past we have forgotten the
many wonderful things that Everett
has done for the league. His actions at
the Saturday meeting cenainly merit
applause, and L for one hope the
message is not lost on the other teams
that are in the league.
Because Everett was honest and up
front about the calibre of his team they
were denied entry into the league. It is
to be hoped that others will not
attempt to go in the back door simply
•because they were not challenged at the
time they applied for entry into the
league.
P erhaps
S aturday’s
meeting
hastened the day when the C.S.L. can
have open classification of teams, and
competition on many different levels,
with trophies awarded in all classi
fications.
On Monday, January 7th, the Bear
Hollow “ A ” team defeated the White
Swallow Pool Team 9 to 1. The next
match is scheduled for the White
Swallow. The results of that and the
other matches will be reported in the
next issue.
Till the next time, all you sports fans
out there take care o f yourselves, and
support the teams of your choice.
Stephens, Wayne Faulkner, Bert Gray,
Ray and Kitty Stephens were near
perfect in all their games, with only
Kitty losing a close match to Jorge
Osejo.
, The final score o f 9-1 is somewhat
misleading as every match but one was
hotly contested. In almost every game
either team could have won at any
given point. In a few games it appeared
that Bear Hollow had a definite home
table advantage.
By virtue of their victory. Bear H ol
low’s undefeated record for the 1979
winter season remains intact. The
victory was also their 39th in the last
forty matches. The last team to win
over the incredible Bear Hollow was
White Swallow. That win was in the
Championship game held at White
Swallow last spring.
The next, and second play-off game,
between these two rivals will take place
on Thursday, the day before this issue
hits the street. For the time and place
of the third match contact either the
White Swallow or Bear Hollow.

Who can forget the sight of police
cars roaring up Castro, sirens scream
ing and pulling to a halt in front of
Twin Peaks. Out poured the police
softball team and into the bar for a
round o f drinks with our conquering
héros.
1975 was to be a year of momentous
change for the C.S.L. Peter Switzer
was beginning his second year as com
missioner. The league had again ex
panded, and for the first time was
formed into divisions.
Also, a new dynasty appeared on the
scene in the form o f Irene’s Pendulum
Pirates. They were to win the cham
pionship two years running—a feat
that has not been duplicated since. It
also marked the year the police decided
they did not want to lose again, so they
selected an All-Star team to represent
them. It was a year filled with many
personal memories for me.
On a visit to my mother’s home in
Marysville, I was presented with the
sports page of the Marysville AppealDemocrat. The headline was “ Homos
to play cops in S .F .” My mother
wanted to know if I was playing in thç
game. I could honestly answer no. I
did neglect to inform her, however,
that I would be umpiring behind home
plate.
What a day it was. Chief of Police,
Don Scott threw out the first ball. One,
incidentally furnished by the police, it
was a lovely ball covered with sequins
and purple ribbon.
The game was stopped in the fifth
inning to present Walter Scott with a
bouquet of roses. The police loved it,
as did Walter and his girlfriend.
Over $3000 was raised for Camp
High Sierra, a police-run camp for
under-privileged children. U nfortun
ately the gays lost. That day, however,
we drew more fans than the Giants
were drawing down the road at
Candlestick. It truly was the C.S.L.’s
finest hour.
1976 brought lots of changes. The
league had continued to expand and it
was felt by the Governing Body that
the league now needed a formal docu
ment to be guided by. Accordingly, a
constitution and a set of by-laws were
adopted.
Some will maintain that many of the
problems that have afflicted the league
stem from this date. In any event, the
newly elected Commissioner that year,
Ken Angrum, decided he did not want
the office and resigned. Yours truly
was elected to fill out the year.
Once again the Pendulum won the
championship, only to lose to the
Police All-Stars.
Perhaps ihe most noteworthy event
that year was ihe.rise in the number of
straights playing in the league, and the
amount of money raised thru auctions
for charitable purposes.
1977 dawned with a new Commis
sioner, Mike Thistle, and â new police
policy regarding the playing of the
C.S.L -Police game. For reasons
known only to Chief Gain, he decided
that in future contests, the policemen
would have to take either vacation

Touching
All
by Victor Camara
The Community Softball League of
San Francisco held their first meeting
of the 1980’s at Sutter’s Mill on Satur
day and the one thing that was clear is
that the nation’s senior gay league is
strong, vibrant and not much different
than last year.
All the rumors and gossip that such
teams as Sutter’s Mill, Sacramento and
The Ambush were dropping out o f the
league proved to be unfounded. And it
appears that the new teams—On The
Mark, Super Sports and 5th St. Bar
and Grill—will be stronger representa
tives than those teams which folded in
mid-season.
Everett’s o f San Francisco's bid to
enter the league was rejected by the
league managers by a vote of 10 to 6
with one abstention. The only surprise
in that vote was that league Commis
sioner Duke Joyce and Tenderloin’s
Bill Chapman voted yea.
Hats O ff to the championship Vil
lage ball players for showing up in
mass to that bar’s Toys For Tots cam
paign. Over 250 toys were collected
and handed over the the S.F. Fire
Department.
Congratulations to “ Irene” for the
successful Cam bodian Relief Fund
function held at the Pendulum Sunday
morning. Everyone was there to the
tune of nearly S2,(X)0.
The Gay Softball League also held
their first meeting o f 1980 on Saturday.
There are ten teams committed to the
G.S.L. at the present, but membership
into the league is being held open until
January 18th.
Commissioner Tony Nemgar an
nounced that the league was presenting
the Fireman’s Flame Program with a
check for $1,000. That amount repre
sented the G .S.L.’s net profit from last
year’s Fireman vs. G.S.L. game.
Nominations were also made for the
G .S .L .’s Most Valuable Player for
1979. The M.V.P. award will be pre
sented at the annual Cable Car Awards
on the night of February 3rd. The
nominees were: Bob Verrick arid Peter
Jeremko o f Alfies, Tom Waddel of
The Fabulous Forties, Neil Christie of
San Jose and Jerry Jason o f The
Deluxe.
The San Francisco Pool Association
began their championship play-offs at
Bear Hollow this Monday. Bear Hol
low and White Swallow are the two
best pool teams in the community and
anyone looking for an enjoyable way
to spend an evening should pop into
Bear Hollow tonight and see the third
game of the best o f five series.
As written in the last issue of the
Sentinel, former C.S.L. Commissioner
Mark Brown is running for Empress.
Also campaigning for Empress are
Remy, Connie, and Tenderloin Tessie.
All four candidates are running fun
cam p ai^s and either of them would
be a fine representative of the gay com
munity in the many charitable events
they promote and support.
Finally, in this first issue of 1980 I
would like to wish all our readers a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.
And to Jim Dewey, Jack McGowan,
Chuck Chateau, Mark Brown, Roger
Soto, Chuck Morris and Darryl Thorn,
I would like to say Thank You from
the bottom of my heart for the support
and encouragement you have given me,
and for the patience you have had with
me since I moved to San Francisco in
1977—I love you all!
days or personal days o ff if they
wanted to play.
Thanks to many devoted people at
Central Station, the game continued. It
was also the first year that a preponderately straight team won the cham
pionship. The Badlands were the
league champs that year. It might also
be added it was the only year they par
ticipated in the league. It was the cata
lyst for the two questions that have
been with the league ever since. One
was the role that straights were to paly
and two, the subject of recruiting a
teaip for the sole purpose of winning.
It is fair to say that the league is still
grappling with these issues as they ap
proach the 80’s.
The bright spot of the year was the
inaugural o f the “ Gay World Series.”
It was played in Sn Francisco and the
C.S.L. won in two games. A return
match was planned for the next year in
New York.
The year 1978 began with a bang.
The league expanded to 15 teams and
Mark Brown was elected commis' sioner. It was also the year that saw the
formation of a new league, the G.S.L.
It is clear, as you look back over the
years, the impact the C.S.L. has had
not only on San Francisco, but on the
nation. This year alone will see three
different leagues in S.F. The C.S.L.,
the G.S.L. and a new All Gay League
is in its formative stage.
In eleven different cities in the U.S.
and Canada, there are leagues all pat
terned after the C.S.L. Thousands of
dollars have been raised for various
charities. And most important, a new
dimension has been added for the gay
community to present to the world.

International Struggles
b> Jim Murphy
Traditionally, the gay community
has met its greatest opposition world
wide from ideological m ovements,
whose devotees confuse the idea of
sexual preference with social or relig
ious concerns. Homosexuality has con
tinually been linked with various cul
tural phenomena which one group or
another finds abhorrent and wishes to
root out o f the culture. Defenders of
the nuclear family usually mention
“ homosexuality and abortion” in the
same breath. Anita Bryant Ministries’
Save Our Children campaign associates
gay pride with the decline o f the Amer
ican fam ily. The Roman Catholic
Church still includes same-sex m ar
riage, along with masturbation and pre
marital sex, as “ a moral aberration
which cannot be approved by human
conscience, much less Christian
conscience.”
Most recently, gays in all countries
were shocked by what seemed a throw
back to the persecutions o f Nazi
Germany, when they heard of homo
sexuals being executed in Iran during
a purge o f the Moslem world.
Representative of the advances
against such opposition made by gays
throughout the decade, the gay com
munity in Amsterdam raised money

this year for a monument to Dutch
homosexuals murdered in the concen
tration ’ camps o f WWII Europe.
Amsterdam contains the largest gay
population of any city outside the U.S.
and is considered the world mecca of
the gay community. In 1969, gay ac
tivists demonstrating outside the Hague
persuaded legislators to abolish legal
discrimination against homosexuals.
Following their example, gays in other
countries formed organizations which
helped to implement legislation banning
penalties for homosexual acts and, in
some cases, legalizing consensual sex
acts for adults.
The gay movement in foreign com
munities, including Amsterdam, has
always looked to the United States for
direction and support. Currently, the
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service is damaging not only its own
reputation but also that of the U.S. in
the international gay community. The
State Department’s attempt to ban
homosexuals from entering the coun
try is one more example of a confused
and questionable linkage—between
sexual preference and issues of national
security. And it is based on another
connection, between homosexuality
and mental disease, which the Public
Health Department has called “ ad
mittedly archaic.”
Following is a list of current laws
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regarding homosexuality’around the
world.

by Sue Zemel

Algeria—Homosexuality is illegal.
Argentina—Legal after the age of
22. The official attitude is one of scorn,
seldom tolerant.
Australia—Gay sex is illegal except
in southern Australia, where the age
limit is 18.
Austria—Love between people of
the same sex is legal after the age of 18.
Belgium—Age 18 for homosexual
relations; 14 years for heterosexual.
Brazil—Legal after age 18.
Bulgaria—Legal after age 21.
Canda—Legal after age 18.
Chile—Absolutely illegal. The mili
tary junta can act in any way it consid
ers appropriate.
China—All sexual activities outside
marriage are considered wrong and
criminal by the authorities. Homosex
uality is considered a bourgeois perver
sion that will disappear with the
revolution.
Cuba—Homosexuality is illegal, but
it exists. Private meetings are frequent.
No gay establishments as such. En
counters at certain straight bars.
Czechoslovakia—Legal after age 18.
Denmark—Legal since 1976. Age of
consent is IS.
Egypt—Homosexuality is illegal, but
flourishing.

Gays being executed in Iran
Ireland—C om pletely fo rb id d en .
Legal age for heterosexuals is 16.
Finland—‘Legal after age 18.
France—Legal since 1974 at age 18;
IS for heterosexuals.
Greece—At present homosexuality
is legal at age 17, but there is a pro
posal to limit homosexual acts.
Germany—In East Germany homo
sexuality was “ legalized” in 1968 in the
sense that the authorities overlook its
existence. There are no penalties for
those over 18. In West Germany, since
1973 the age of consent for hetero
sexuals has been 14; 18 for gays.
India—Completely illegal. It is dan
gerous to appear gay in public.
Iran—Although there is a homo
sexual tradition, especially pedophilia,
the new regime condemns homosexu
ality because it is “ against nature.”
Israel—Although technically homo
sexuality is illegal, there are no prose
cutions when sex partners are age 18
or older.
Italy—A ge'16 for “ corrupting” re
lationships. Age 14 for heterosexual
relationships (Article 530 of the Penal
Code).
Japan—Homosexuality is legal after
age 19.
Luxembourg—Age 18 for gay rela
tionships since 1971; 14 for straight.
Lybla—Illegal, punishable by death.
Mexico—The penal code does not
cite homosexuality as a transgression
of the law. But there is a Fine of $800
or 6 months to 5 years for those who
act against public morality. The legal
age for all is 18.
Morocco—Since 1971 homosexuality
has been illegal. The police sometimes
torture those accused of such crimes.
Holland—Since 1971, it is no longer
a crime. Legal age is 16.
New Zealand—Competely illegal.
Up to 14 years for criminals.
N igeria-H om osexuality is illegal
C H R IS T O P H E R E S K E U
Ca. State License #9599
Invites those persons who are
learning to cope with the chang
ing gay mecca of the 1980’s
to meet with him in the privacy
and comfort of his home—have
coffee, sit in the garden, relax
in the hot tub, and share your
dreams, hopes, anxieties and
desires.
Extensive experience in various
types of counseling.
Sliding fee scale. Individuals,
couples and on-going men’s
groups.

Poetry Reading
Leather and Poetry, a special Gay
male reading featuring Amsterdam
poet Jim Holmes will be held at 3 pm
on Sunday, Jan. 13, at the Folsom
Warehouse Theatre, 280 Seventh
Street. San Francisco poets Steve
Abbott, Freddie Greenfield and David
Emerson Smith will also read.
Jim Holmes teaches translation
studies at the University of Amster
dam. His poetry and translations have
appeared in a wide range of American
and British magazines from Ailaniic
and Modern Poetry In Translation to
Mouth o f the Dragon. He’s also
published several books including The
Cay Stud's Guide to Amsterdam which
appeared under the pen name Jacob
Lowland.
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but rarely prosecuted.
Norway—Since 1972 there have been
no legal sanctions against gays.
Peru—Homosexuality is legal after
age 18, but it is not very accepted.
Poland—Homosexuality is legal
after age 15.
Portugal—There are no sanctions
against gays.
Rhodesia-Homosexuality is illegal.
Rumania—Homosexual acts are
completely illegal.
Russia—Same as in Rumania. Article
121 of the penal code provides from
5 to 8 years of prison.
South Africa—Homosexuality is
legal after age 19. Some old laws still
in existence forbid relations between
the black and white races.
Spain—Since Franco’s death, this
nation has seen an intense gay move
ment. Cay relationships are not con
sidered criminal, but gays still must
fight repressive attitudes.
Sweden—Legal after age 18.
Switzerland—Since 1950, homosex
uality has been legal after age 20.
Tanzania—Homosexuality is illegal.
Thailand—It is a paradise for homo
sexuals.
Tunis—Homsexuality is illegal,
though less strict than Morocco. Tunis
ian males accept their bisexuality.
Turkey—Homosexuality is generally
tolerated, as is bisexuality.
Uganda—Idi Amin established the
death penalty as well as sadistic punish
ments for hom osexuality. Unclear
what the attitude is now.
United Kingdom—Age 21 for homo
erotic relationships since 1967; age 16
for heterosexual.
U.S.A.—Laws vary from state to
state.
Uruguay—Homosexuals are victims
of persecutions.
Yugoslavia—Homosexuality is illegal
but tolerated.
ncNA)'

What began as a small group of dis
satisfied upper-middle class house
wives explexied into a liberation move
ment.
And move women did in the 1970’s.
They gathered in homes, offices,
restaurants, and classrooms, over cof
fee, laundry, and male voices of pro
test, to talk, share each other’s lives
and raise one another’s consciousness.
Women adopted a feminist analysis
that included all women as a caste and
called for a transformation of patri
archy. Whether through reformist or
revolutionary strategies women sought
not only a redistribution of power but
a redefinition of the word itself.
Women wanted power to control their
own lives, not to dominate others’
lives.
Feminists united to demand equal
rights, equal pay, and equal employ
ment opportunity. They formed
organizations and caucascs, founded
magazines and newspapers, and -ad
dressed a myriad of social and political
issues such as sex role sterotyping,
reproductive freedom, and violence
against women.
Many groups were drawn into the
momentum of the second wave of
feminism (the first wave took place in
the 19th century). However the earliest
stages of the movement saw the en
trance of a special group whose lives
had been anything but public. Les
bians, who had been oppressed for
both their sex and their sexual orienta
tion were attracted to feminism. They
recognized the potential to redefine
their choices—from sexual deviants to
social pioneers. As strong and capable
women who had lived independent of
men, the gay women represented a
symbol of what all women could be.
Reeling from the misogyny of the
early gay movement, Lesbians eagerly
identified with feminists on women’s
issues. But the feeling was not exactly
mutual. Many straight women refused
to identify with lesbians. Attempting
to gain credibility and respectability
from male power bases, feminists
feared being dyke-baited. One of the
most popular ways to discredit and
dismiss a feminist was to call her a les
bian, a man-hating dyke.
Feminists pressured their lesbian
sisters to stay closeted. The National
Organization for Women, like Betty
Freidan, ardently opposed recognition
of lesbianism. She called it “ the
lavender herring of the Women’s
Movement.”
Heterosexual women, questioning
their ptersonal relationships with men,
felt pressured, guilt-tripped and
threatened by lesbians.
Internal struggles began to divide the
women’s movement as lesbians refused
to remain silent.
The Fight For Recognition
Rita Mae Brown was pressured to
resign from New York NOW in early
1970 after she bravely spoke out for
lesbian rights. She stated that “ les
bianism is the one word that gives the
NOW executive board a collective
heart attack.”
Radicalesbians, a group of lesbian
feminists, formed. They wrote a posi
tion paper entitled “ The WomanIdentified-Woman” that affirmed
lesbianism as a positive personal and
political statement. The group decided
to force the movement to confront the
issue of lesbianism.
Twenty lesbians wearing “ lavender
menace” T-shirts demonstrated at the
2nd Congress to Unite Women that
year. They spoke of their oppression in
the gay and women's movements as in
society at large and asked for the supt>ort of their straight sisters. The

response was mixed. Some women
were relieved that the issue was finally
brought into the open. Other women
were appalled. They believed that the
Congress was ruined and claimed the
, out front lesbians would destroy the
women’s movement.
Kate Millett declared her bi-sexuality
at a forum on sexual liberation at Col
umbia University a few months later.
Time magazine printed a vicious attack
on Millett and the women’s movement.
This media event proved to be the kick
in the pants the movement needed.
Straight and lesbian women donned
lavendar armbands and attended a
march sponsored by the Women’s
Strike Coalition that week. They
distributed a leaflet that stated that
“ they (Time) can call us all lesbians
until such a time as there is no stigma
attached to women loving women.”
Movement leaders like Flo Kennedv.
Bella Abzug, Grace Ti-Atkinson, and
Gloria Steinem called a press con
ference supporting Millett.
However, the bitter battle between
lesbians and straight women was not
yet over. Or at least not over on the
East Coast.
The New York NOW Executive
Committee was split evenly on the
question of acknowledging lesbiansim
as a movement issue. At NOW elec
tions that year candidates were accused
of being lesbians and many lesbians
were purged from the organization.
Changes in straight feminists’ a t
titudes occurred more quickly on the
West Coast. There NOW members
passed a resolution demanding the ac
ceptance of lesbians. They voted to
present this resolution of the entire
NOW membership at-the 5th National
Conference that fall in Los Angeles,
where it passed almost unanimously.
The largest organization of feminists
recognized the double oppression of
lesbians as women and as homosexuals
as a legitimate concern of the women’s
movement. Feminists admitted that
“ afraid of alienating public support we
have often treated lesbians as the step
sisters of the movement, allow-cd to
work with us, but then expected to
hide in the upstairs closet when com
pany comes.”

mental part of male supremacy was
developed by lesbian theorists like
Charlotte Bunch and Mary Daly.
At the beginning of the decade the
first National Lesbian Conference was
held in Los Angeles and at the end of
the 70’s the National Organization of
Lesbian Feminists was founded.
Women Support Lesbians
Meanwhile back in the women’s
movement, things grew considerably
better for lesbians. By 1976 every na
tional women’s group had accepted '
lesbian rights as a legitimate issue.
The 1977 National Women’s C on
ference in Houston passed an impor
tant recommendation. 2000 delegates,
many of whom did not identify as
feminists and who had never seen a les
bian before, called for the elimination
of discrimation on the basis of sexual
and affectational preference. Some of
the areas in which discrimination was
cited were employment, housing,
credit, government funding, child
custody, public accommodations, and
the military. The Conference also
recommended that all state legislatures
repeal laws and reform penal codes

that restrict private sexual behavior
between consenting adults. During a
year characterized by Anita Bryant’s
Miami victory, this stand by women in
favor of lesbian and gay rights was
especially impactful.
When the resolution was passed in
Houston, lesbians shouted, “ thank
you sisters,” and released hundreds of
pink balloons imprinted “ We Are
Everywhere.”
And indeed, throughout the decade
wherever there were women working
for change lesbians were present.
After ten years of fervent activity the
women's movement has yet to ac
complish many of its goals. And the
struggle will not be over until there are
no more rape victims, battered women,
underpaid workers, unpaid house
wives, uncared for children, or op
pressed women of any class, race, age,
or sexual orientation.
Perseverance is vital as the women’s
movement enters the I980’s. Lesbians
who have struggled for recognition and
power within the feminist and gay
movements and society at large have
d em o n strated their interest to
persevere.

Dem onstration
Planned at
INS Office

Experience wholeness
and well-being through
massage.
M ilo Jarvis

863-2842

(non-sexual) Classes also available.

A broad coalition of lesbian and
gay community leaders has called for
a picketing of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) at 645
Sansome Street on Tuesday, January
15 from noon until 2 PM.
The purpose of this demonstration
is to protest past incidents of harass
ment and intimidation of gay tourists
by INS officials and to support Gay
Rights Advocates (GRA) efforts to end
such discriminatory practices.
Bill Kraus, President of the Harvey
Milk Gay Democratic Club, said that
the gay community views the exclusion
of gay tourists from the U.S. “ as an
outrage and a violation of the basic
principles which this country stands
for.
“ We call on the Carter administra
tion,” Kraus continued, “ to respect
the human right of all people to travel
freely and to be treated with dignity
and respect when they come in pfcace
to visit our country. We call upon
all San Franciscans who care about
basic human rights to join us on
January I5th.”

D.A. Bowie
& Company
Financial Consultants
Bookkeeping
Tax Preparation

SrtnTidncwo (415)626-3710
uu.rii, (4151283-1150
P O. Box 7009 San FrarKisco. Ca 94119

BUDDY
NIGHT

The Rise of Lesbian Feminism
Lesbians organized within estab
lished women's groups during the
following years.
1973 was a year of firsts. The first
lesbian caucus was formed at the NOW
National Conference. 10% of the con
vention delegates participated in that
caucus, chaired by Sidney Abbott and
Elaine Noble. The following year in
Massachusetts Noble became the first
out lesbian to be elected to a state
legislature. Del Martin of San Fran
cisco was the first lesbian appointed to
the NOW Board of Directors and a
National Task Force on Sexuality and
Lesbianism was created by the
organization. The National Women’s
Political Caucus established a lesbian
caucus as well.
While many lesbians contined to
work with straight feminists, other les
bians felt the need to separate from the
existing movement in order to concen
trate on lesbian concerns.
In supportive womcn-loving-womcn
environments, dykes grew and gained
in numbers and strength.
Publications like Lesbian Tide, the
Furies, Amazon Quarterly, and A in't I
A Woman were established to explore
the personal and political issues that
faced lesbians.
Lesbian feminism, a political
ideology and strategy that includes an
analysis of heterosexualtiy as a funda-
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Pointers On
Dental Health
By Dr. Britta Tomer

BRACES ARE FOR ADULTS TOO
The orthodontist is the dental
specialist who is concerned with
the detection, study, prevention
and correction o f irregularities in
tooth position and jaw relationship
and the deformities o f the face
produced by these conditions.
Surveys have indicated that ap
proxim ately fifty percent o f the
children in any age group need
some form o f orthodontic super
vision. It may be safely assumed
that many adults have experienced
the same need without taking cor
rective measures.
Failure o f the teeth to' meet
properly tmalocclusion) may inter
fere w ith chewing and this puts an
extra strain on the jaw and un
favorable force on some o f the
teeth. This can create diseases in

the bone and gums surrounding the
teeth involved. Also, excessive wear
o f teeth is often seen when there is
a lack o f a proper functional bite
Food particles arc more likely to
remain between leeih not in ihcir
proper position and can lead lo
tooth decay and gum disease
In addition lo its effects on phy
sical health, malocclusion may also
have an effect on mental health.
Denial and facial deform ities can
cause emotional problems. In v ir
tually all cases o f malocclusion
orthodontic Irealmeni results m
tremendous im prosem cni Maloc
clusion sometimes canncsl be conipleiely eliminated bui, almost with,
out exception, function o f the lecih
and personal appearance can be
improved.

Every Tuesday
Half price on lockers & rooms
4 pm till 12 midnight

Presented as a public service to promote better dental health.
CASTRO STREET DENTAL BUILDING
375 Castro St, —San Francisco
Phone: 626-4124
OruUmuaud moBBigflH If »ucx a a ii m it unggji m im u
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The W a t e r g a r d e n ,lO lO T h e A î o m e d a , S a n J o s e , C a lifo rn ia
(photo by Roberta Dilli

O p en M a rk e t

RUBBER
SMMPSII

For Sale
79 Harley XLS. Driven only 400 ml. BIk
& sliver, no $ down assume Ise pmts.
$133/mo O.A.C. 41S851-0902 after 7 PM.

■
$t>DFX>R FREE CATALOG

BAR— POLK STREET
S200.000 gross; priced at $140,000;
2S00 to 7500 sq. ft. Broker: 788-1140

IM P R E S S IO N S

^ IM P R E S S I O N S
IM P R E S S IO N S

CHINA, SILVER, CRYSTAL. JEWELRY.
AFTER 6 PM— 775-1731._____________

IM P R E S S IO N S
IM P R E S S IO N S
U N L IM IT lO

FORCE
BE WITH YOU

Bunkhouse
Hotel
Rooiaa For Men

P O. BOX 3246 • SAN FRANCISCO. CA »4119

38 Washburn St.
San Francisco

861-9699

The South of M arket
Club is

Country Living
In the Heart of the Qty

THE
ORIGINAL
GLORY
HOLES

PURE WATER DISTILLERS
DIAL A TAPE 507-4240

So of Market 3 flats.
New copper & wiring;
new C of O.
$1245/mo. income.
Assum e loans $169,950
Hayes Valley Viet.
4 units; hdwd. floors.
Creative Fin. $129,950
W/A 6 orig. units in
Viet. bldg, with lobby
ent. O w ner has bought.
Make offer; $192,500
«

M em b e rs h ip — $3.00

Buena Vista
Realty

864-8585

The most
unusual
sex place
in the whole
wide world!

ci:
TNI KtTY«L»
fRENCHMAN
SUilT •&NW

543-7753

UkiSRATiNg.

225 6th Street

iTSßTuWfir

BETWEEN FOLSOM AND HOWARD

12noonto6am

FOR SALE
Oakland
Two large flats & rear
cottage. Asking price
$85,000. Makes i/80/m o.
with great tenants. Get
your own hedge on
inflation.
Oakland
Small 2 bedroom, 1 bath
home, recently remodeled,
small deck. Owner wants
to sell, financing available,
$63,500.

ip p r iK S . 5f
M C A N D V iiA A U L P T t D

LANGLEYTACKES
BROKERS
366 Grand Avenue
Oakland, Ca. 94610

»

’ ■ *-1 .

§
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834-7600

6

Models/Escorts
f

BULQINQ JOCKSTRAP
on a tall tan blond with firm w hite
buns. A hot hung handsome horny hunk

V

STEVE—921-5595

A ’“

O p en M arket

$50.00 REWARD
For finding me a nice, unique rental
dwelling, w/parking, up to $300fmo.
885-3238, ask for Linda.

Employment
Earn extra money at hornet No exp nec.
Details: Send self-addressed stamped
envelope to Emery-Eberts. 1262-11 th
Ave.^ San Francisco, CA 94122.
RELIABLE MAN WANTED
for early morning truck driving and
warehouse work — call Greenleaf
Produce 957-1195 between 9:00 AM and
IJhOOAM.
^ O N T DESK PERSON. HOTEL
EXPERIENCE, OOOD SALARY. FULL
OR PART TIME.
546-7699

Announcements
BUSINESS PARTNER
Partner wanted for gay-owned Noe
Valley restaurant. Quality dinner house,
mixed clientele. Outdoor eating area.
Call Steve 285-4443.

Massage
ENJOY THE INNERMOST
Deep-seated massage by the best red
bandana In SF. Call Bruce 415-621-8667
Swedish Massage 431-0473, certified
$20—HOT DEFINED JOCK
HUNG NICE. 6'1",170
SENSUAL MASSAGE.
BILL (415) 441-1054
Masseur; athlete; film s; toys; hot stuff
fantasies: total body; Barry; 552-9025.
PRIVATE MASSEUR
Incalls, superb massage, call 673-RYAN

Massage Classes:
One day workshop and
weekly classes.

Rentals
BAR A GRILL
FOR LEASE
Existing Bar & Grill. 542 Diviz. St..
A pprox1300sq.lt.
989-1200
1-br, brt. apt. skylts. carpet, access
garden, hot tub. lo r quiet, mature per.
No pets. Rich 333-3003. 768-1819, $290.
ROOMS FOR RENT
For $45 wk. & up. you meet the most
interesting people at the Hacienda
Hotel, catering to gay clientele. Con
veniently located in down town SF.
580 O'Farrell St. 928-3450.
$59 WEEK. Clean quiet rooms in redone
Victorian. Switchboard, sauna, lounge,
share kitchen. 417 Gough, SF 431-9131
Russian River. Reserve now. New home
fully turn, with AEK, king waterbed.
fireplace. $250/wk. or $750/mo. Sec. dep.
Mr. Simon (707) 584-7100.
Potr H11 brm cottage, new apl, pets OK
$255 864-8600 x244 ev 282-3440
Large 4 6 5 Room A p tT T s ^ A d u T ti
$280-$4(X)/One Month siecurlty Deposit.
Bldg, under repair/Reduced 20% 2 mo.
Heat/Water/Pet OK/Garage Available.
Contact Jac 563-2725/930 Hayes, #9.
One brm apt. $325. Mint Hill. Wkg/frpI,
Loft. Remod Vic. Lndry. 863-8014 5-7 PM
LIKENEW— 1 BR—$300-$325
Light & sunny u n its —fireplaces, views,
good transportation—call 431-2295.
Charming house, o ff Monterey Ave.T?
bed., fenced yard, $600. mo.. Is t/ls l,
Greg, 863-0467.
1-br, brt, apt, skylts, carpet, access
garden, hot tub, for quiet, mature per.
No pets^RIch 333-3003, 768-1819, $290.
ROOMS FOR RENT
For $45 wk. & up, you meet the most Inter
esting people at the Herald H otel.
Catering to gay clientele with a per
sonal touch. 144 rooms plus Ig lobby &
social area. 306 Eddy St. 771-7474.

M lloJants 883-2842
Also available for massage
______ (non-aexual)_______

Secure Gay Buildings

Personals
ASIAN AND AMERICAN
FRIENDSHIP SERVICE
ARE YOU LONELY?
Are you tired o f the "cat and mouse
chase"? An Inexpensive service, dis
creet & professional. 441-6162, 6-9 eves.
GAY MEN’S SUPPORT GROUP
New group starts soon in SF. A safe
place for growth, drawing strength &
care from brothers. Experienced facili
tators; Pedro Rojas, MA 841-9198. Dave
Cooperberg, MA 652-4401 x 622.
CHICANO BOYFRIEND WANTED BY
NICE WHITE GUY. CALL EVENINGS.
(415)824-7259.
“ A PERFECT RELATIONSHIP"
Call Theatre Rhinoceros
776-1848
MAKING FRIENDSr~GAY MENS’
Counseling & Support Groups. Call
B ^ b ^ p s 863-6096 or 221-3333 x 468.
GENTLE MAN, HAIRY^HORNY.
You are smooth, slim like to have your
back rubbed and the feel of my beard
al the back of your neck.
821-1647
WELL BUILT MEN WANTED!
Professional photographer is looking
for men 21-30 with above average faces
and bodies for legitimate nude photog
raphy. Call John at (415) 495-5769
alter 2 PM.

Phone Michael 621-6223
$275 studio apartment
$350 1-bedroom apartment
$375 1-bedroom apartment
Alamo Square Area
Spacious, secure,
new decor, laundry,
garage available
$375 1-bedroom apartment
on Duboce
Spacious, secure,
new decor, laundry

‘ %

$400 flat near USF
Spacious, laundry, secure,
cable tv access

k

M onterey. C a lifo rn ia

FROM 2 30 THURS. THRU SUN.

^ X cr

PATIO BAR

Wanted
Light table, used. In good condition.
Call Sentinel 664-2178.

• For a limited time The Wetergarden w ill pay for your transpor
tation from San Francisco to our
Club. Just save your receipts from
Greyhound or Amtrak, th e taxi
from either station to our door, and
purchase a regular $10 annual
membership. You'll bsrelmbursed
for your trip Immediately.
• A super deal to a super place. We
think you’ll agree.
The Wetergarden
1010 The Alameda
Sen Jose
_____
(406)275-1215

Roommates
Gay man, 25, outgoing, good sense of
humor, non-smoker, into music & film,
not into bars or one-nighlers. seeks
com patible room m ate—gay man or
w om an— to share Ig. apt, in quiet
Church/Market neighborhood, conven
ient to shopping, laundromat, 10 trans
porta tio n routes, avg.-sized room.
$137.50/mo. Call Michael 552-4441.
Lg turn apt. Share with 1 No alco or
drugs. $230/mo. 1st last dep. 441-5880
Share 2br Concord apt. w/23 yr male Va
ml. from BART. Pool, sauna, gym, club
house. free shuttle to BART. $155-f
'/2 utl. ■
¥$145 dep 415-676-5439 aft. 6PM
Room available in a spacious flat with
3 gay men. Convenient location. We’re
looking for a non-smoking, non-vege
tarian man willing to share food and
cooking in a cooperative household
We are interested in politics, music,
science, w riting & photography. $74/
mo. First and last months' rent re
quired. Call 621-1398
Prof exec. 35-yo non-smoker, seeks
resp male roommate in Livermore area
Phone: 422 7147 or 447-3425

5 5 2 -9 5 9 5

Country Living
In the Heart of the City
FOR RENT:
1-BR APT. 419 Ivy St..
#0. $225.
1-BR APT. 419 Ivy St..
#6. $225.
RM FLAT, 460 Ivy, $300.

5RM FLAT. 437 Linden.
$350.
BUNKHOUSE ANNEX
l-BR, 2-BR, 3-BR APTS,
plus a few STUDIOS. 514
Hayes St.. 501 Octavia St.
$200-$500

STORE, 516 Hayes. $400.
STORE. 601 Hayes.
Corner Laguna, $750.
STORE. 564 Hayes, $250.

Phone Michael 621-6223

STORE. 560 Hayes. $250.

$1000 condo on Twin Peaks
Large 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
with Den, Dining Room,
View, Just Remodelled,
Garden, Genie Garage,
Elegant

GERMAN HOUSECLEANER
Quick and compulsive. Peter 552-5265
MALEPOWER MAINTENANCE
A Breuer Enterprise
Get it all done with one call: By com
bining many services we offer a repair
& improvement service geared to those
•sm. & med. jobs no one wants to do.
Carpentry, elect, plumb, paint, hauling,
glass, rain gutter & roof wk., tiling,
patching, etc. We install shower enclo
sures. security devices, energy savers
(water/power/heat). Gen wood/metal/
plastic product manufacturing. Also
small appliance repair & complete lamp
work. Pick-up and Delivery. Free Esti
mates. "Let us make your ideas o
reality!'■
(415) 563-3886
Our 6lh Year Serving Our Community
PAPERHANGING
Reasonable rates.
Kevin 665-5441
PLUMBING
New. repair, lie.
Call665-5441

office: 419 Ivy St.,
San Francisco.

4-

STORE, 500 Hayes,
comer Octavia, $950.
First and last month's
rent required, no deposits.
Must be employed.
Owned and managed by
BUNKHOUSE P R O P 
ERTIES, la rg e st H ayes
Valley landlord. We live
here too. See Mgr. at 419
Ivy St., or call for a p 
pointment to see these ex
ceptional apartments.

863-6262

STEPHEN’S CO.

Services

iunUnuse1lpt$.

Secure Gay Buildings

FOOT FRATERNITY
Frat for men into feet shoes boots
socks sneakers & other clothing. For
info give name, address & age td Foot
Frat, PO Box 3385, San Fran,, CA 94119

DISCO
NIGHTLY FROM 8:30

A successful rental location service
100's o f apartments, flats, houses All City areas and price ranges'
Why is it that over 35% o l the
thousands ofpeopie who com e to us
do so because they were referred
by a friend
We maintain a high success rale
olfe rin g the most ways to look at
the m ost unadvertised properties
available'
2 convenient offices
open 7 days a week, to serve you'
470 Castro Ibei Maikei S 'Si'i Si)
1724 SecramentO tboi Poih & van Ness)

STORE, 515 Hayes. $350.

Pubic hair removal. Call Pete Shaver
at (415)922-2708.

i'*

COMMUNITY RENTALS

■ G r a n n y ’s

PAPERHANGING LADY
Neal. prof. Dorothy 845-1033 mornings
TAILOR
A lteration, repair and o riginal work
done, reasonable.
David 552-0581
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE
Exp. rel. cleaner, ref.
Ted 648-7098
Wallpapering. 824-9083. 664-5852 eve.
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry, windows, decks, stairs, locks.
Cleaning/hauling, lor est. (415) 641-1270
INCOME TAX RETURNS
Prepared. Bill Martin. CPA. 861-1233.
2268-B Market St., San Francisco. CA

-Sirtrl. S I

Pretty posh rooms, $45-$55/week
Grove at Octavia

Raoul: (415) 431-8686

Looking for
an Apartment?

ÓpCQDoors
A sensible
rental location
service

CASTLE KEEP—PROTECTION &CARE
OF PREMISES WHILE YOU ARE AWAY.
EXPER. RELIABLE AND REASONABLE
BROCHURE—85 PIEDMONT, SF 94117
(415) 566-1374 INSURED AND BONDED
BARTENbER

Tom

884-2229

K&G TRUCKERS
Hauling & Delivery! Cleaning yards,
basements.
626-5493.

A p a rtm e n ts : listings/
Shari ng/search

$450,8-rm— 526 Oak St.
6 2 5 ,1 0 -rm -973 Fell St.
5 2 5 ,8-rm—977 Fell St.
6 0 0 .6- rm— 345 Pierce St.
4 5 0 .6- rm— 1381 Grove St.

Body Ciao Blueboy Numbers
PIpyguy Drummer Playgirl
Honcho QQ Mandate In Touch

Get Those Stacks of
Gay Magazines, Books

900 Oak St.,W/H1
San Francisco, CA

Owners: Call about our
unique listing method.

861-2312

O F F IC E

;N Y .
___

o m pa

Play It Sofa.

>

839 Larkin at Geary
Mon-Sat 12-7
441-7737

>
z (4 1 5 1 9 2 9 - 1 1 4 8
(11 ( 4 1 5 1 5 6 7 - 4 0 9 7
E L E C T R IC

CHEAP & AVAILABLE
MOVING COMPANY
Tu’o M<*n A Truck Fttr Hire

$30/hour

('*15) 626-3131

Plum bing
a n d E lec trica l
C o n tra c to rs

, •: '2?62i'
652 Po » S i'a e '
Sor. fra n c is c o C o 9 4 1 0 2
441 0313

GRANNY'S

HOME REPAIRS
PAINTING * CARPENTRY
Apt. turnovers a specialty

431-4257

T ^ o v ín g ?
iFRer esTiMMss ttearoMMu
EiRccicNceo Pao(40oixiu

431*4257

GEMINI
MOVERS

Resiijential
Commercial
Quality W ork

r

FREE ESTIMATES — LARGE TRUCK
LARGE JOBS OR SMALL
JOHN
929-8609
VIC
552-4425

T H E LO NE HAU LER S
TO THE DUMP.
TO THE DUM P
TO THE DUM P DU M P DUMP

B A S E M E N T S G A R A G ES
AND A T T IC S C L E A N E D
E F F IC IE N T - r e l i a b l e
R E A S O N A B L E T O O '"

Home Cleaning Specialists

731-1541

FRANK

Rtsideiiciul b Commercial
66SuclinSt..S.F.94114

4 3 1 -5 6 2 2
Set our ad under Kensington Travel

MICHAELS
FLOORS
intffal anwh wntranc«co94t3i UT55a3i 66A3

_ HOUSE COATJ

.«UJ

DO NALD

M. C O O N A N

INTERIO R • EXTERIO R
SP REE ESTIMATE
r r c Telephone 415/824 8628

tiBrtfwood floors lootorod, kistoNoda

-Vi.»

insured

V ic to r ia n
•
•
•
•

Fireplace rebuilding
Fire boxes rebuilt
Flue lines cleaned
Cap &
extensions
made to order
• Free esdmates
M ic h a e l 824-9211

Flowers by Beverly
FLORIST i t G IF T SHOP
FLOWERS FOR A L L OCCASIONS
W EDEUVER

r ¡2 V A_ ! 1 \ T

San

863-3144

COLOUR
WORKS

863-3145

Lone
Star
Plumbing

C E R T IF IE D a S T R O lO G E R
Complete Astrological Services; natal
charts; progressed charts; relationship
charts; Tarot readings also.
George Hammack (415) 647-6276

Cartitted by Pratasslonat Astmtogars. Inc.

i '. n p I : n ,
: 'i :

VICTMIANRmODEUNC
SPECIALISTS

017-0172

P H O E N IX

Available

6 4 1 -9 2 3 4

Fast
Efficient
Intelligent Movers
at the Lowest Legal Rate.

I
I

Large truck
HRS

664-1312
LA N D L O R D S — When you
need someone to clean an
empty apartment, call THE
CLEAN TEAM. When you need
someone to clean the com
mon areas of your apartment
building or condominium, re
place the light bulbs, wash the
windows, etc., call THE
CLEAN TEAM. Or, ol course,
to have your own home
cleaned regularly, call THE
CLEAN TEAM.
T E N A N T S — Wouldn't you
really rather have someone
else clean your empty apart
ment after you've moved out
or your new one before you
move in? Call THE CLEAN
TEAM. Or. of course, to have
your home cleaned regularly,
call THE CLEAN TEAM
REALTORS— When you need
someone to clean the house
or condominium before you
show it. call THE CLEAN
TEAM. Or. of course, to have
your own home cleaned regu
larly. call THE CLEAN TEAM

861 8439

W E ’L L T A K E
YO UR LO AD
R elocation S erv ice
& D e liv e r ie s

8 6 3 *4 5 0 0

Since 1973
Large Enclosed Van
Every job owner supervised
Reasonable Rates
Extremely Careful

'20 - 30% Off S e le c te d
Custom Draperies

Pr«« E ttim oloi
Discount Prices
Installation S em e#

282-6464
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Call Art

282-8085
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COMPLETE HAULING SERVICE

Two men

Moving Co.

7 days a tweek
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Starving Students

M OVING & H A tiL lN G

614)

Our new enclosed
truck will handle
up to 7 rooms of
furniture

Calif(3rnia License «379957

r

& Turn Them Into Cash
At

THE
MAGAZINE

No job too big
or too small.

Billy

Out of the
Closet

1st q u a lity w o rk a t re a s o n a b le p ric e s

2317 Market
(Noe/Castro)
864-5555
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Apocnim^t 864-8445 (ex t

$240— 1 BR—900Oak St.
200— Studio, 1580 Golden Gate
200—Studio. 900 Oak St.

Phone 6 2 1 -6 7 7 2

THE

EXPERT PAINTER
25 yrs. exp. superior wk., ref. Free est.
Reas, rates. Call Alfred Perry 346-0315.
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Experienced attorriey has lots o f solu
tions. Free initial consultation. Walter
R. Nelson (415)355-0583.____________

C a re e r C o u n te ltn g S e rvice s
fo r G ay M en and s^/omen

APARTMENTS

Lxense *359335

456-5111

Gregg 621-6769
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...because m oving isn't a game.
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HAIRCUTS
Perms, Bodywaves, Henna. Profession
al service. See TOM al JJ's Haircutting
2660 Gough at Union, S.F. 885-4040

since 1973

Sente nose to San jo»o Vou v.r
your Winnings on uS

James M . Reid
Construction Co.

QUALITY PAINTING
Fast, reliable. Free estim ates. Refs.
Special winter rates on int. painting.
Call 8 AM-8 PM Daily. Will. 863-9566
Housecleaning rel. ref.

... Ray it safe
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Fine Quality Kitchens
Bathrooms & Additions
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TV-STEREO
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Day and Evening Housecalls
Reasonable
Reliable
Guaranteed Service

PAUL’S TV

861-5743
It's easy to place your ad:
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N E W 3 - W A Y S P E A K E R S Y S T E M (Model 985)
W ith S o u n d Q u a lit y S o
F a n t a s t ic Y o u W o n ’t
B e lie v e Y o u r E a rs !
Giant size cabinets give rich resonant
sound to fill even the largest room.

$149 each [$298 for the pair].
Although these
______
speaker systems are rather large for
the average room, their beautiful
walnut grain color blends well with
any decor.
T h e s e speaker system s are one of M a r a n tz ’ s
n ew est m odels. (So new that m ost stores
d o n ’ t even have this n ew series in stock.) Do
not confuse these high quality M a ra n tz
speakers w ith th e low er priced M a ra n tz
sp e a k e rs , such as th e 1 5 M , 1 2 M , 2 M , etc.
T h is n ew modei (the 985) is an in c re d ib le
sp e a k e r system .

T h is is

So Po\Arer1ul Thpy Can Be Used W ith The Maionly 0 » Receivers On The
M arket

NEWEST ONE!!!

5 Y E A R SERVICE PO LIC Y INCLUDED FREE

(M odel SR2000)
A t a

p r ic e so lo w .

It w i l l s h o c k y o u , a n d
d r iv e o t h e r S te r e o D e a le r s In s a n e !!!

76 W A T T S RMS!!

This powerful A M -FM Receiver has an ample 38 RMS watts
Per Channel (tinnes 2 ch.) into 4 ohms minimum continuous
power output from 20 Hz to 20,000 Hz with less than
0.1% Total Harmonic Distortion.

But now you can buy
this great Marantz
Receiver, [Brand New
in factory sealed carton],
for o n ly ..............................

Go to Any Stereo Store in the City,
and ask if they will sell you this same
receiver, (Brand New), for less than
the Manufacturer's list price of $325.00

Dual S peaker Control
Signal W

ir

|

M u tin g

A M -F M Stereo

Loudness /

Gyro Touch Tuning
V o lu m e

Power

D ual Power M a te rs

Bass

T re b le

Balance
Selector

ICLtU

[that’s
right, only
one dollar],

when you buy one pair of
the speaker systems shown above,
at the price Advertised above.
Your cost for the Speaker systems
above is $149.00 each, for a total
of $298 for the pair,
plus $1 for the Marantz Receiver.
Thus, your complete cost for the
complete 3 piece group
is only......................................... $299

^^anc¿4co>

Irving Street - San Francisco
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SAN FRANCISCO’S MOST WIDELY READ AND RESPECTED GAY NEWSPAPER

Gays vs. Immigration
Battle Continues
Immigration authorities at San Fran
cisco airport last week strip searched
a Mexican tourist, Jaime Chavez, on
suspicion o f being a hom osexual,
ordered Mexicana Airlines to lock him
up overnight in a hotel room with an
armed guard, and held him incommu
nicado for over 24 hours.
As a result of the incident. Gay
Rights Advocates Executive Director
Don Knutson has filed two lawsuits on
behalf of Chavez. The first suit seeks
SI million in damages for unlawful
arrest, search and imprisonment, and
negligent and intentional infliction of
emotional distress.
Knutson will name as defendants in
the suit the United States Government,
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, and U.S. Customs.
Knutson has filed a second suit in
federal court against Mexicana Air
lines, Braniff International Airlines,
and Bums International Guard Service
claiming S3S0,(X)0 from each of the
corporate defendants and SSO,000 from
each individual agent involved in the
incident.
Chavez, a 45-year-old gay male dress
designer, arrived at San Francisco air
port on December 29 expecting to meet
his friend and client Mrs. Patricia
Volti.
I
When Chavez proceeded from the
aircraft to the inspection area with
other debarking passengers, an immi
gration officer stopped him “ because
he had the remnants of make-up on
his fiice and wore two large women’s
diamond engagement rings on his
fingers.”
According to San Francisco INS
Director David lichen, these aspects
of Chavez’ outward appearance identi
fied him as a probable homosexual and
justified “ further interrogation.”
Immigration officials then escorted
Chavez to a secondary inspection area,
opened his luggage and discovered
dresses in his suitcase. Chavez main
tains that at this point his interrogators
asked him to “ drop his pants’’ as a
part o f their investigative procedure.

* ^ When asked if he were a h o m ^ A ual, Chavez readily admitted ih a M e
was gay. INS officials then persuaded
him to withdraw his application for
entrance into the U.S. and shuffled
him aboard a return flight to Mexico
City.
Chavez says he agreed to this because
he felt “ nervous, frightened and in
timidated’’ by the treatment he hadreceived.
Mrs. Patricia Volti by this point had
begun to raise questions concerning
eventually removed Chavez from the
plane and placed him in the custody
of Mexicana Airlines.
Chavez remained under guard until
Airline officials put Chavez in a
locked room at the Hilton Hotel where
he spent the night under surveillance
by Burns International Security Force
armed guards.
Chavez remained under guard until
6 PM Sunday when GRA Director Don
Knutson secured his release, pending a
hearing at INS headquarters on
Monday.
“ The authorities treated my client
as though he were a violent criminal,’’
said Knutson. “ The U.S. Immigration
Service wields a lot of power,” Knutson
continued, "but I don’t believe the law
permits them to place people such as
my client under armed guard and strip
search them without legal redress.”
Various government agencies and
gay rights activists currently are in
volved in a hot dispute about what the
law does or does not permit regarding
the exclusion o f gay aliens from
the U.S.
Former Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Director.Leonel CasHMo ruled in
August, 1979 that suspected .hom o
sexuals would be accepted into the
U.S. on a temporary basis, until
Congress clarified the legal issues.
A recent opinion by the Justice
Department, however, held that INS
should resume its previous policy of
barring entry to known alien gays.
continued on page 16

Mexican tourist Jaime Chavez with lawyer Don Knutson
* ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * * * * * ^ * ^ ^ ^ * * ^ * * * * ^ ^ * * * ^ * * ^ * * e ^ r * '* f r r f f f f r r f r / r f
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Carter Will Issue
Gay Statement
by C b rb Kcrby

~f- ■

The Sentinel has learned that Presi
dent Jimmy Carter will issue a state
ment on gay rights concerns by the
first of next week.
Carter’s response to a questionnaire
prepared by the National Gay Task
Force and submitted to all presidential
hopefuls in the 1980 campaign "is still
in draft and will be ready by Monday,”
according to the White House press
office.
Informed sources expect that the
President’s statement will take one of
two approaches. Carter may pledge his
support for an executive order banning
discrimination against gays on the feder^ employment level. The President
might instead endorse various gay rights
issues, most likely a pro-gay plank in
the platform of the 1980 Democratic
National Convention.
As the 1980 presidential campaign
gmns. momentum. Carter’s statements
will bolster the growing debate about

“ Cruising” Movie
Controversy Builds
Senator Edward Kennedy this week issued a.statement promising
a presidential executive order banning discrimination against gays
if his bid for the White House is successful.
(photo courtosy San Francisco Examiner;

Gay Rights Lawyers To Meet
W ith Justice Department
Gay Rights Advocates (GRA) Exec
utive Director Don Knutson has agreed
to postpone filing a class action suit
against the Immigration and Naturali
zation Service (INS), pending the out
come of negotiations with the Justice
Department scheduled for January
17-18 in Washington.
Prior to the Chavez incident, the
Justice Department had assured the
National Gay Task Force (NGTF) that
it would consult with NGTF attorneys.
Gay Rights Advocates of San Fran
cisco, before handing down an official
ruling on existing immigration laws
dealing with exclusion of foreign gays.
When the Justice Department re
cently released its opinion recommend
ing revival of a policy which bars
foreign homosexuals from entering the
U.S., GRA and NGTF assumed that
the Justice Department would honor
its previous commitment to discuss
the matter further before implementing
its legalistic view.
INS harassment and intimidation of
Jaime Chavez at the San Francisco
airport last weekend, however, con
vinced GRA that the Justice Depart
ment fully intended to enforce the
opinion o f its Office of Legal Counsel.
Knutson said that at the time the
Chavez incident occurred, he and his
staff were preparing legal arguments
to convince the Justice Department to

change its opinion. “ We felt out
raged and betrayed,” Knutson re
marked*.
Knutson and Jeff Appleman, an ex
pert on immigration law, were both
visibly angry on December 31 when
they told reporters of their intention
to file a class action suit as well as
to seek $1 million in damages on
behalf of their client, Jaime Chavez.
After consulting with NGTF CoExecutive Director Charles Brydon on
January 4, Acting Associate Attorney
General John Shenefield indicated the
Justice Department might after all
soften its position on exclusion of gays.
Shenefield than asked Knutson not
to follow through on his announce
ment to file a class action suit against
INS. He also requested that Knutson,
Appleman and Bill Dillingham of Pillsbury, Madison and Sutro meet with
him in Washington to present their
arguments against the recent Justice
Department opinion.
Knutson agreed to come to Wash
ington, but only on the condition that
Shenefield “ make a gesture of good
faith.” Knutson asked for and got a
commitment from Shenefield that INS
would issue a public statement that
immigration officials will admit gays
continued on apge 3

by Ron Baker
While his victim sucks him off,
Stuart brings the knife down with
deliberate, venomous force, as the
peep show film depicts in extremely
grainy dpse-up a man grimacing in
orgiastic response.
The shadow o f the knife hand going
up and down appears across the 16mm
screen. The victim's face is gasping
frenzy.
Grainy close-up o f the buttocks
being whipped on screen. A rush o f
blood explodes against the image on
screen, and the film suddenly goes
dark as the reel runs out.
script directions from Cruising
William Friedkin’s Cruising opens at
theGhirardelli Square Cinema on Feb
ruary 15 amid growing concern that
the film may generate the most serious
protests in the San Francisco gay com
munity since the Dan White murder
trial.
After reading the filmscript. Village
Voice columnist Arthur Bell wrote,
"Cruising promises to be the most
oppressive, ugly, bigoted look at
homosexuality ever presented on the
screen, the worst possible nightmare
o f the most uptight straight, and a
validation o f Anita Bryant’s hate
campaign.”
When Friedkin began shooting the
film on location in New York last
summer, gays mounted a series of pro
tests, taunting the actors and harassing
the crew. Eight hundred protestors
marched on August 20 from a rally in
Sheridan Square, disco whistles howl
ing, to a film site on West Street.
'M ounted police charged into a
group that tried to get closer to the
filming. Nightsticks cracked on skulls.
continued on page 16

March On
Sacram ento
The March on Sacramento Com
mittee calls on all supporters of gay
civil rights legislation to join the Sun
day, January 13 march on the state
capital.
The primary purpose of the march
is to demand that California legis
lators pass specific employment pro
tection legislation for lesbians and
gay men: Assembly Bill I and Senate
Bills 3 and 18.
You can ride to Sacramento on a
chartered bus for $10 round trip. Buses
will depart for the state capital from
Polk at California and Castro at 18th
at 8 AM sharp Sunday, January 13.
To reserve a seat, telephone 885-2510
in advance of the Sunday morning
departure.
:
March coordinators Kory White,
Joyce Azelton and Jok Church urged
everyone not to lose their resolve to
participate in the march, regardless of
the weather conditions on Sunday.
^"It would be great if we have a
bright, sunny day,” said Church, “ but
if n ot, then people should just
bundle up.”
“ The organization for the march
continued on page 3

gay rights issues. Thus far, at least
four presidential hopefuls have pledged
their pro-gay support.
Two Democratic contenders. Senator
Edward Kennedy and California Gov
ernor Jerry Brown, have taken strong
public stands favoring the rights o f
homosexuals. In the Republican field.
Senate Minority Leader Howard Baker
and Representative John Anderson
have expressed their pro-gay en' dorsements.
Senator Kennedy, following Gov
ernor Brown’s lead, has pledged to sign
an executive order outlawing discrim
ination against gays if elected president,
the NGTF announced in Washington
last Monday.
The Massachusetts Democrat also
supported a proposed gay rights plank
in the Democratic Party platform .
Kennedy further promised that he
would not bar a candidate for a federal
appointment simply due to his or her.
sexual orientation, stressing that he is
“ committed to nominate people to
official positions who have been vic
timized by arbitrary discrimination.”
Kennedy expressed support of the
Civil Service Commission’s 1975 regu
lations banning discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation for all fed
eral employment within its jurisdiction.
“ Similar prohibitions in the area of
federal employment not subjea to the
Civil Service regulations are appro
priate,” he remarked. “ I would sign
an executive order to end such arbi
trary discrimination.”
The sutem ent issued by the Kennedy
campaign forces is his strongest public
stand in favor o f gay rights. “ We re
gard this as a significant commitment,”
said N G TF cd-executive directors
Charles Brydon and Lucia Valeska.
“ This is the first meaningful commit
ment to gay rights from the Kennedy
campaign. Many gay Democrats will
look more favorably on his candidacy
as a result.”
The Kennedy pledges follow the
strongly supportive statements by Gov
ernor Jerry Brown last November at
gay rights fundraisers in Los Angeles
and W ashington, D.C. During the
Washington rally Brown renewed his
stands on gay issues, proclaiming
“ There is a great opportunity to over
come past struggle. Títere should be no
discriminatin on the basis of age, race,
sex, or sexual preference—that’s the
movement, and I join you in it.”
Brown has already announced his
support o f a gay rights plank in the
party platform, as well as an amend
ment to the 1964 Civil Rights Act to
ban discrimination in the federal gov
ernment and the military, similar to the
one he signed in Caifornia. “ Certainly,
anyone running for president can make
at least that pledge,” Brown remarked.
The California governor has also
stated that he would not hesitate to
name a gay to his cabinet because “ I’m
not going to inquire into people’s sex
lives as a precondition to appointment.
I believe in the right of privacy.”
NGTF co-executive director Brydon
continued on page 3

Mayor Feinstein
Inaugurated
Hundreds of inaugural spectators
gasped as two Honor guards fainted
and tumbled down the carpeted steps
of the City Hall rotunda, but the show
went on. Chief Justice Rose Bird
swore in Dianne Feinstein as San Fran
cisco’s 35th mayor.
Feinstein, who has served as mayor
since the assassination of George
Moscone in 1978, received her own
mandate in a run-off election with
Supervisor Quentin Kopp last month.
In her inaugural address Feinstein
called for “ an end to the devisiveness that has taken such a heavy toll
on this city in recent years.”
She then acknowledged the broad
coalition of people responsible for her
election, citing labor, environmental,
and civil and human rights groups.
She stated that her new administra
tion intended to initiate measures to
“ increase productivity and achieve
better management while gaining the
tax dollars necessary to sustain needed
services.”
Pledging to “ make this a safe city,”
Mayor Feinstein vowed to “ counter
violence by swift apprehension.” She
will pay special attention to working
closely with the Police Department and
her recent appointment. Chief of

Recently elected members of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors were sworn in Monday.
Supervisor Harry Britt is in the center of photo.

,

(photo by John Q ta alii)

Police Cornelius Murphy.
Transparent balloons floated down
as the mayor concluded her speech by
asking that “ we remember that cities
are people and people hurt and need
help. And that’s why we’re in gov
ernment.”
People plucked red roses from ban-

isters as they headed for the Board of
Supervisors Chambers for the swearing
in of four newly-elected Supervisors:
John Bardis, Doris Ward, Nancy
Walker, and Ed Lawson. Re-elected
incumbents John Molinari and Harry
Britt were also sworn in for four
year terms of office.
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Academic
Convention
Holds Gay
Caucuses

Gay Rights Issue
Fundraiser For
Republican Debate Santa Clara Gay
Ambassador George Bush, a candi
Rights Campaign
date for 4^e ^ p u b lican presidential

The Modern Language Association
(MLA), the nation’s most prestigious
professional organization for university
teachers of English and the foreign
languages, held its annual convention
in San Francisco in December.
The MLA gay caucus scheduled
several panels with well-known re
searchers and gay activists. “ The
Rhetoric of Gay Liberation” featured
a paper by Sally Gearhart and Jane
Gurko. Gearhart is best known for
her appearance in the film Word Is Out.
Gearhart and Gurko presented a
joint paper about contemporary les
bian and gay male fiction writers.
In their view gay male imaginative
literature is “ cock-centered” and
reveals the reality thaf“ “ gay males
form power-oriented, competitive
relationships.”
In contrast, claim Gearhart and
Gurko, lesbian fiction shows that “ les
bians are not genitally oriented" and
that lesbians “ strive for equality in
their relationships."
The two lesbian-feminists further
maintained that gay male writers “ lack
a high level of political conscious
ness,” whereas their lesbian counter
parts “ recognize the need to band
with other oppressed minorities.”
' Gearhart and Gurko readily admitted
at the outset that their paper reflected
a strong lesbian-feminist bias. Their
arguments sparked a lively audience
discussion of the insights and limita
tions of a lesbian-feminist political
perspective in literature.
Another session, “ Academic Free
dom and Legislative Control," fea
tured Gay Rights Advocates Director
Don Knutson, who spoke on the effect
of the recent INS harassment of
homosexuals.
Knutson pointed out that it is
possible that foreign scholars might be
prevented from attending conferences
like the MLA’s if INS continues its
present policy.
“ The Business Meeting o f the Gay
Caucus” decided to try for Division
status within the MLA next year, an
upgrading of its position. Members
also planned to hold more sessions
in 1980, in particular joint and gay
male meetings.
Robert Martin chaired a seminar on
Walt Whitman that featured several
scholars, most notably James Miller.
Some of the panelists (though not
Miller) spoke about Whitman's homo
sexuality.
Robert Martin has just published a
book called The Homosexual Tradition
in American Poetry. The work deals
with the long tradition of denying,
disguising and distorting the homo
sexuality of major poets such as Walt
Whitman and Hart Crane.

nomination, spoke out strongly against
gay rights at the January Sth Republi
can debate held in Des Moines, Iowa.
Bush responded to a member of the
audience who asked “ What would you
do to contribute to the moral fiber and
moral stability of our country, and
how do you feel about gay rights,
pornography and other forms of im
morality?"
Laughter was heard off-screen from
the five remaining panelists. One can
didate jokingly encouraged Ambas
sador Bush to “ answer the question
alphabetically.”
“ Well, 1 do believe that we’re a
moral nation,” Bush responded, “ and
1 believe in the emphasis on family and
free choice of our religious preference
—these kinds o f things—concepts of
neighborhoods. These are important to
us. I don’t believe that morality can be
legislated. . . . I believe in separation
of church and state."
Bush then paused before asking for
the last two parts of the question to
be repeated. “ I think 1 remember one
of them , but what was the other?’’,
he asked.
“ G ay rights and immorality and
pornography and other forms of im
m orality,” the member of the audience
repeated.
“ I believe that pornography and
those matters are best controlled at the
state level," Bush responded.
“ I believe that I do not favor the
codification o f gay rights in law,” he
continued, “ and yet I do not favor
harassment of an individual for that
basis or anything of that nature.
“ 1 just don’t want to see our society
underm ined by codifying th at as
norm al,” Bush concluded. “ I just
don’t accept it as that.”

Journalism Intern
At The Sentinel
Christopher Kerby, a junipr at Wil
liams College in Williamstown, Massa
chusetts, has elected to do a one month
newspaper internship with The Sentinel.
Kerby originally approached The
Advocate, but the gay bi-weekly re
ferred him to The Sentinel, whose
publisher, Chuck Morris, immediately
began arrangements.
Kerby originally became interested
in gay rights issues in his Treshman
year when gay students and supporters
attempted to add the phrase “ sexual
orientation” to the college’s non
discrimination statement.
Since his arrival in San Francisco
last week, Kerby has worked on a
variety of projects for the current
issue, including articles on the emer
gence of the gay press and the prolifer
ation of gay religious groups.

NGTF Condemns
Justice Dept.
Decision

Write the
President

Other Ways, a San Francisco-based
social organization for Bay Area gay
men, hosted a wine and cheese party at
the First Unitarian Church to support
the Santa Clara Valley Coalition for
Human Rights in its efforts to fight
repeal of the gay rights ordinances
recently passed by Santa Clara County
and the city of San Jose.
Fundamentalist church groups suc
ceeded in gathering sufficient signa
tures on petitions to force the county
and city to place the measures on the
ballot for June, 1980.
Other Ways founder Bob Jerome
invited member Michael Morris of
Mountain View to address over 100
club members and their guests. Morris,
a member of the coalition’s Executive
Committee, described the work of the
Coalition in organizing the camptqgn
to retain the ordinances.
“ The most critical need now ,”
Morris explained, “ is for campaign
contributions. Santa Clara County is
the fourth largest county in the state.
The costs of conducting an effective
campaign are expected to be very large.
“ The Santa C lara county cam
paign,” Morris said, “ is one in which
all gay people have an enormous stake.
It simply must be won. We need help
urgently.”
Campaign contributions may be
made to Santa Clara Coalition for
Human Rights, P.O . Box 2066, San
Jose, California. For further informa
tion, call (408) 294-6757.
The wine and cheese gathering was
the first of a number o f planned events
to be sponsored by either Ways to
promote and strengthen the Bay Area
Gay Community.
Initially organized as a social
alternative.
O ther
Ways
has
established a sufficient membership
base, says Jerom e, to begin work
toward community action and com
munity building.
Other Ways is located at 597 Castro
Street, (415) 861-1000.

The National Gay Task Force has
appealed to lesbians and gay men
everywhere to write President Carter
and express their feelings about the
Justice Department’s recent legal opin
ion that the INS should resume a
policy of barring gay tourists.
Letters should protest this violation
of the President’s pledge as a presi
dential candidate in 1976 that the fed
eral government would not abuse or
harass homosexuals.
The letters should also ask the Presi
dent to take effective steps to reverse
the Justice Department’s action.
In May, 1976, candidate Carter
stated: “ 1 do not think that the gov
ernment at the local, state, or federal
level should single out homosexuals for
abuse or harassment or prosecution
under the existing laws. As President I
can assure you that all policies of the
federal government will refiea this
commitment."
NGTF recommends that all letters
be brief and to the point. Address cor
respondence to: President Jimmy
Carter, The White House, Washing
ton, D.C. 20500.

Gay Rights
Advocates
Needs Funds
Gay Rights Advocates (CRA) needs
financial support to continue its legal
efforts to secure the civil rights of
lesbians and gay men.
GRA’s current struggle with the
Justice Department over the harass
ment and intimidation of gay aliens
may involve a long and costly legal
battle in the courts.
You can help by sending a contri
bution in any amount to Cay Rights
Advocates, 540 Castro Street, San
Francisco, CA 94114.

Charles Brydon and Lucia Valeska
announced that NGTF will use “ every
available means" to halt the Justice
Department opinion that would force
suspected lesbians and gay men to
answer questions about their sexual
behavior.
“ We are prepared to pursue a
variety of options from negotiation to
litigation to prevent the government
from instituting a peeping-Tom opera
tion at our borders,” said Brydon.
“ The idea that the government
should inquire into a visitor’s private
sexual behavior is offensive to decent
people everywhere,” Brydon con
tinued.
The NGTF directors warned that the
new opinion issued by the Justice
Department's Office of Legal Counsel
(OLC) would revive an exclusion
aimed at barring homosexuals.
Valeska pointed out that the OLC
opinion would also pave the way for
expanded authority by INS border
officials to probe into any foreign vis
itor’s sex life in order to label that
person a “ sexual deviant.”
“ We are going to do our best to see
that the legalistic view of the Justice
Department never sees the light of
enforcement," Valeska said.

BAR

Lawyers
Hght INS

Justice Dept.
Falsifies Figures
Acting Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service Commissioner David
Crosland alleges that only 31 persons
have been excluded from entering the
U.S. for medical and psychiatric rea
sons from 1971-1978.
The National Gay Task Force main
tains that private conversations with
INS officers have indicated a figure
closer to 2,(XX) per year.
“ Beyond the number,” says Charles
Brydon, NGTF director, “ INS has a
well-known practice of intimidating
and harassing people into withdrawing
their applications for entrance. The
victims of this unlawful practice neversurface in the numbers compiled of
aliens who are denied entrance.”

GGBA installation
Dinner
The Golden Gate Business Associa
tion (GGBA), the nation’s largest pre
dominantly gay business organization,
holds its sixth annual installation
dinner on January 17 at the United
Irish Cultural Center.
GGBA organizers expect a capacity
audience of 500 to hear Mayor Dianne
Feinstein deliver the keynote speech.
Supervisor Harry Britt will officiate at
the installation of new officers and
GGBA President will present the
Association’s first annual Community
Service Award.
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continued from fro n t page
into the U.S. until the legal questions
are clarified further.
-* According to Knutson, INS Director
David Crosland has now formally noti
fied INS district directors throughout
the U.S. to parole all alien homo
sexuals into the country without undue
detainment or harrassment.
Knutson will meet in Washington on
January 17-18 not only with Justice
Department and INS officials, but also
with representatives from the Public
Health Service, the State Department,
the White House, and the Select Com
mittee on Immigration and Refugee
Policy.
K n u tso n ’s prim ary goal is to
convince
Knutson’s primary goal is to con
vince Shenefield to ask his Office of
Legal Counsel to reconsider its recent
anti-gay opinion in the light of argu
ments presented by the GRA team of
lawyers.
“ We hope to reisolve, once and for
all,’’ said Knutson, “ whether the Im
migration Act permits exclusion of
aliens solely on the grounds o f hom o
sexuality.
“ If Shenefield declines this ap
proach and is unable to offer an ac
ceptable alternative,’’ he added, “ we
will file a class action suit on our return
to San Francisco.’’

LUNCH
M O N .— FRI.
11:00 a.m .—

has learned that Brown's official re?
sponses to the task force questions"
“ have been prepared and will be out
shortly.”
NGTF directors Brydon and Valeska
said the pledges made by both Kennedy
and Brown “ make it almost certain
that the Democratic Party Convention
will hear and debate a resolution -on
gay rights." Efforts to get a similar
plank in the platform in 1972 and 1976
were stalled in committee.
Among the Republicans scrambling
for the nomination. Senator Howard
Baker and Representataive John
Anderson have thus far released state
ments on gay rights questions. Prior to
this Sentinel exclusive, the pledges by
both of these candidates have not yet
been released by the NGTF. According
to Brydon, neither candidates’ support
is “ as good as Kennedy’s, th at’s for
sure.’’
Senator Baker believes “ there is a
fundam ental tenet that says every
American should have equal protection
of the law, and an honest opportunity
to prosper and to live in peace in our
society. I believe that for every seg
ment o f society, including homosexu
als." Baker warns, however, that “ 1
do not believe this should become an
issue that sharply divides the Ameri
can people.’’

utive policy ennunciated by an executive
order would place the administration
on record with a policy o f administra
tion to guide the bureaucracy.”
As several candidates within both
parties have addressed the issue of gay
rights, it seems increasingly apparent
that contenders who have thus far re
mained silent on the question of homo
sexuality will be forced to take a stand.
The issue o f a gay rights plank within
the platforms of either major party
may, in fact, be the decisive issue in
the upcoming National Party Con
ventions.

Get VD ...
before
it g e t s y o u .

March O n Sacramento
continued fro m fro n t page
was pulled together in less than a
month,” said coordinator Kory White.
“ This shows that the statewide net
work of lesbian and gay male orga
nizations works very effectively,” she
rm arked. “ All that’s necessary,” con
tinued White, “ is to direct it toward
some goal.”
“ Passage of these bills,” said Church
“ will add to a process which has al
ready begun, a process which will
make it possible for us to live our
lives as complete people.
“ What happened in October in
W ashington, D .C .,” continued
Church, “ has been brought to Cal
ifornia.”
Joyce Azelton said the march com
mittee needs donations to meet ex
penses incurred in organizing the
march. On December 14 The Sentinel
incorrectly reported that the com
mittee has received a $5000 gift from
the California National Organization
for Women. In fact, California NOW
donated $1000 toward march expenses.

Credit for the Milk Coalition photo
on page 7 of the last issue was
inadvertently omitted. Photo should
have been credited to M ark
Schwartz. Our Apologies.
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Queen For A Day
Four years ago students at Santa
Monica College elected gay male
Goldie Glittdrs as homecoming queen.
The 12 female runners-up protested
Goldie’s wiA and the football team '
threatened to boycott the homecoming
game if Goldie were crowned.
University officials canceled the
ceremony.
Last month the college relented,
however, and sent the 33-year-old
female impersonator his tiara.
“ They’d have to kill me to get it
back,’’ excIaimedGoldie.
tictvAj

. The march committee announced an
B AM training session for all monitors
at the staging area in Sacramento
(18th at J). San Francisco monitors
should call the San Francisco march
office to find out when their bus leaves
for the state capital.
Participants should begin lining up
for the march at 10 AM at the
staging area.
Organizers have set up a march office
at 1107 9th Street, Suite 1007, (916)
448-8181. There is also an information
booth at the Holiday Inn in Sacramento
(J Street at 3rd).
The march starts at 11 AM and the
rally, which includes a wide variety of
speakers and entertainers, is set
for 12:30.

Relationship Oriented
Ages 25-60
Private Interviews
Discreet
6lh Succtssful Year
V isa/M asIcfC h argc

Open:
Wednesday that
Monday

362-6665

“ ETS” has a medical division and
is iooking for RN’s, LVN’s and
NA's. W e offer liability, malpractice
and personal liability insurance.

374 Fifth Street
San Francisco
415-777-1513

Business Division

362-1555

“ ETS” has great equal opportunity
jobs for secretaries, clerks, typists,
and other skilled and non-skilied of
fice positions.
A d e t e r m in a t io n for strength o f m in d and body.
Wc- ;opc th. 1 t y o u ti.ivo r esolved t o take b e t t u r c.v'c o f
your lic.ilth' this y- ni At City A t h l e t i c Club, w e c.in
lii^'p you I'lci ! y o u r fitnrss goals t h i o u g l i .a m e m b e r s h i p
in tfu most C'-mplete lie.aht'i facility in San Francisco
C ity A t h l i tic C l u b o f f e r s b o t li free weights ai'd
Nautilus uqLiipmi in
tfic l.ii geM installation m San
Francisco f o r ynjui individual training p r o g r a m O u r
professional ir ^ s ti u c t o is arc t rai ned t o assist y o u in a
Na u t lus p r o g r a m which allows you t o achieve b o t h
st ren gil i and t o t a l muscle d c v o l o p m e n t in a bru f
30 miiuit e w o i 1- ou t

WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY
Lockers $ 1.00 until m idnight

raved about our lunches/
They've raved about our dinners/
. . . and now,
they're raving about our brunches/

• We offer profit sharing in a longestablished plan.
• We pay weekly.
• 100% free to applicant.
Com e in:

564 Market St./Suite 510/ San Francisco
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OUR CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Saturday
10:30a.nn. — 3:00p.m.
Sunday
10:30a.m .--4:30p.m .

continued fro m front page

Representative Anderson remarks
that “ the Anderson administration will
be open to all Americans and will be
sensitive to their needs, regardless of
race, creed, affeetioi»! preferences or
any other arbitrary disTTnaion.”
Anderson states that he is “ com
mitted to the cause of equal rights for
^1 our people” and that he “ would be
inclined to suppon a plank in the Re
publican party platform” favoring gay
rights.
In the strongest statement to date
made by any Republican hopeful,
Anderson announces that he “ regards
such questions o f sexual preference as
a personal and private matter among
adults” and that he “ will continue to
do everything (hej can to keep the gov
ernment’s intrusive hands from inter
fering in the lives of our citizens. ’’
Brydon and Valeska said a presiden
tial order barring discrimination would
be “ not merely symbolic. A number of
federal agencies still have specific bars
against even low-level gay employees.”
Brydon extended his remarks to the
Sentinel last Wednesday, stating that
“ the major impact o f an executive
order is not simply in federal employ
ment, but also in dealing with pro
grams and services that are run and
funded by the goventment by getting
to institutional prejudices that exist
within the federal bureaucracy.”
Citing examples of anti-gay policies
in the areas o f immigration and CETA
grants, Brydon suggests that “ an exec
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They've

SERVING
BRUNCH

C arter

QUICHE
OMELETS
WESTERN.. RUSSIAN
CALIFORNIAN.. PLUS..
EGGS BENEDICT
CREPE BLINTZES
EGGS FLORENTINE

H ow m any C hicken L ittle s have yo u heard recently? There sure
are a lo t o f them : W e 're g o n n a run o u t o f o il. We g o n n a b lo w
ourselves up. We gonna in fla te o u rse lve s silly. A nd th o s e are ju st
som e o f th e negative scenarios. On the p o s itiv e sid e : W e ’re
g o in g to liv e in space. We re g o in g to liv e lo n g e r. W e 're g o in g to
u n ra ve l secrets. The fu tu re , fo rtu n a te ly , d o e s n 't a rriv e a ll a r.
once. It a rriv e s a b it and p ie ce at a tim e . Some, if n o t m o s t, o f th e
fu tu re is a lre a d y here am o n g us. or som e o f us. We th in k one p a rt
o f th e p o s itiv e fu tu re a lre a d y here is the p ersonal c o m p u te r.
S om eday, e v e ry b o d y w ill have one. but fo r rig h t now , th o s e w h o
do w ill have a s lig h tly b e tte r edge on co p in g w ith w h a te v e r m ay
c o m e a lo n g .

M e m b e r s h i p p l a n s d e s i g n e d t o fit y o u r l i f e s t y l e .
O u r reasonable r at es ,ind generous la-ncwal o p t i o n s
p i o v cle flexihil ty ’ o yr.-ui w o r k o . i t p r o g r a m at v ’ nsibli

W e use a c o m p u te r to ta lly up the scores of a ll the C h icke n L ittle s
ru n n in g a ro u n d (and there are thousands).

W e ’r e close t o y o u . Cmi lo c .u i o n .u C . is t r o and
M .i il - m - ' i v n .
; I i ■'I ,ii
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j
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C i t y . . . w e ’r e d e t e r m i n e d t o h e l p yo u k e e p y o u r
r e s o l u t i o n . ( 'ii us f->i rt .rmation or to arrange your
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DINNER
MON. — SAT.
5:00p.m.— 10:00p.m.

WINES AND BEERS
Our kitchen salutes the gay community and thanks you for eating our Quiche
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by Charles Lee Morris

ON LIVE! with Randy Alfred
Isn’t it time we increased the Board
to 12 and elected it by sun-sign instead
of by district? (No carpetbagging, even
for those bom on cusps!) Mayor Diaime
Feinstein recognized this principle a
year ago when she appointed Gemini
Britt to Gemini Harvey Milk’s seat,
thereby fulfilling her solemn pledge to
the City’s Gemini community (on Twin
Peaks, of course). Feinstein, by the
way, is a Cancer. D.A. Arlo Smith is a
Libra (scales of justice), and Sheriff
Mike Hennessey is a Sagittarius.

MILK’S HEDt SUES WHITE: Scott
Smith, business partner and longtime
lover o f Harvey Milk, Filed a wrongful
death action against assassin Dan White
as the statute of limitations ran out on
November 27, 1979. Milk’s will, filed
on November 26, names Smith as heir.
The lawsuit seeks to place in trust for
Milk’s estate “ the proceeds, and profit,
from any dealings’’ in the rights to
White’s story. Smith also has a claim
as a dependent survivor awaiting action
by the Workers Compensation Ap
peals Board.

SUPED UP: Chronicle reporter
Marshall Kilduff’s New Year’s Eve
portrait of District 1 freshman super
visor Ed Lawson was a gem. Kilduff
described Lawson as a “ trim . . .
bachelor’’ who lives among “ chrome
and glass furniture overlooking an
elegantly landscaped garden. . . . His
living room is dominated by a 20-foot
stretch of floor-to-ceiling book
cases. . . . ’’
TORAH BONDAGE? An Israeli rab
binical court ordered a 32-year-old
man to have sex with his wife or else
face a divorce. If he doesn’t, he must
pay her SI9 a week in silver until the
divorce becomes final.

ASTROPOLITICS: On J^ tu ary 8, the
S.F. Board o f S upervisors’ entire
Scorpio Caucus retired—Ron Pelosi,
Lee Dolson and Bob Gonzales. None
theless, water signs remain influential:
Ella Hutch and Nancy Walker (Cancer),
Don Horanzy and Ed Lawson (Pisces).
Harry Britt (Gemini), Carol Ruth Silver
(Libra) and Doris Ward (Aquarius) rep
resent air. Earth signs are all Virgo:
Louise Renne, John Bardis and John
Molinari. Lone fire sign is Quentin
Kopp (Leo). Eight of 1980’s 11 supes
were bom in the half-year from Gemini
to Scorpio, compared to 10 in 1979
and all 11 in 1978.

ON CALL
by Dennis J. MeShnne, M.D.
(under the auspice o j the Bay Area Physicians fo r Human Rights
PART II
Non-Specific Urethritis
due to gonorrhea is to have the dis
The second cause o f urethritis (pro
charge examined under a microscope
ducing symptoms indistinguishable
and a bacterial culture taken by your
from gonococcal urethritis) is termed
physician.
non-specific urethritis (NSU). At the
Because the organism (Chlamydia)
current time the organism most often
lives within the cells and hence is some
associated with this form o f urethritis
what protected, antibiotic treatment
is called Chlamydia trachomatis. This
for this form of urethritis must be pro
organism, like gonococcus, lives in the
longed in order to eradicate all or
lining o f the urethra but unlike gonor
ganisms from the infected cells. Two to
rhea it must live within the lining cells
three weeks of tetracycline is the usual
rather than on their surface. In this
course of therapy. Penicillin, while the
respect Chlamydia is like a virus which
drug o f choice in gonococcal urethritis,
lacks the necessary metabolic machinery
is totally ineffective for this form of
to maintain an independent existence
urethritis. Sometimes both gonococcal
(it depends on the human cells to sup
urethritis and non-specific (Chlamydial)
ply its metabolic needs). Because the
urethritis occur simultaneously. In this
organism resides within the urethral
case treatment with a penicillin shot
cells it is somewhat proteaed from the
destroys the gonococcal organisms but
body’s defense mechanisms (the white
the symptoms and urethral discharge
blood cells), although not totally.
persist. This provides a clue that non
Symptoms of urethritis develop from
specific urethritis is present and a
the body’s attempt to destroy the in
course of tetracycline diould be insti
fected cells. Usually, the discharge that
tuted. If therapy with tetracycline is
develops is less milky and pus-laden
stopped before three to four weeks,
than that induced by gonorrhea but this
symptoms of urethritis may recur as all
aphorism is not reliable. The only way
of the Chlamydial organisms may not
to be certain that the symptoms are not
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“ POLITICALLY CORRECT?’’ To
determine if an event is politically cor
rect, look for the following in the
announcement: co-sexual, wheelchairaccessible, sign-interpreted for the
hearing-impaired, childcare provided,
printed on recycled paper, reachable
by Muni lines (insert numbers), a union
bug (or “ Labor Donated” ), and Free,
Donation Optional, or Sliding-Scale
Fees.
LITERARY NOTES: Fag Rag Press
of Boston is reprinting Witchcraft and
the Gay Counterculture by San Fran
cisco shaman Arthur Evans. The'flrst
printing of 2S(X) copies has sold out,
although the book was never adver
tised. The second printing of 5000
copies, says Evans, is financed by a
loan from Larry Mitchell, co-author of
Great Gay In The Morning and author
of Faggots and Their Friends Between
Revolutions. The first printing was
published on Halloween, 1978. Target
date for the new batch is Leap Day,
February 29,1980.
“ The W oman W ho Loved the
M oon,” by local speculative fiction
author Elizabeth A. Lynn (The Chron
icles of Tornor trilogy) appears in
DAW Press’s new an th o k ^, Amazons.

have been eradicated from the infected
cells. With appropriate antibiotic
therapy and sufficient duration of treat
ment, SOW of cases o f non-specific
urethritis can be resolved. Twenty
percent of the non-specific urethritis
-cases may fail to resolve for one of
several reasons: the individual did not
take the antibiotic, he has had sexual
contact with infected individuals who
are not being treated, there is urethral
trauma induced by sexual activity, a
supervening prostate infection with
Chlamydia has devdoped, or a narrow
ing o f the urethra is present permitting
the organisms to persist in an abnormal
segment of the urethra.
Determining whether some of these
aspects are present may result in a sub
sequent cure of the infection. Like
gonorrhea, one infection does not build
up immunity to prevent subsequent in
fections so that like gonorrhea, non
specific urethritis may be contracted
over and over.
•
Reiter’s Syndrome
A small segment of the patient popu
lation having n o n -sp ^ fic urethritis
(about 1-2W or 1 to 2 out o f 100 indi
viduals with non-H>ecific urethritis)
may develop an arthritis following ex
posure to Chlamydial infection. This
arthritis is called Reiter’s Syndrome
after the physician who first described
it in some Army recruits.
This condition is characterized by
urethritis, eye-inflammation (termed
uveitis and conjunctivitis) and arthritis
(usually of knees, ankles, and the lower
back). In addition to these three body
sites, patients who develop Reiter’s
Syndrome may also experience a rash
on the head of the penis, a scaly skin
rash over the palms and soles (that at
times may look like psoriasis), painless
oral ulcers, and changes in their finger
and toenails. Reiter’s Syndrome tends
to involve men in preference to women,
occurs in the 20 to 50 age group, tends
to slowly respond to arthritis medicatioi<; and may recur.
__^/Recent research in Reiter’s Syndrome
^ " a t Stanford and elsewhere has shown
that 90W of patients who have this
particular form o f arthritis are positive
for a specific genetic marker termed
HLA-B27 as determined by a blood
test. This particular marker is present

HAIR TODAY, BLUE TOMORROW:
Dennis Perón, disjointed marijuana
dealer, former supeivisorial candidate,
co-founder of the Castro Street Fair,
and archtypal longhair, now sports a
fashionable five-inch cut. “ For the
eighties,” notes Perón. Don’t cry for
me, Ike and Tina.
Dick Pabich, enfant terrible of the
cam paign-consultant set, promised
way back last spring to henna his hair
blue when the municipal elections were
over. So far, no change of color. Is he
waiting for Gucci to start selling henna?
AND NOW, THE DISH: If Carter
won’t debate in Iowa, and Kennedy
doesn’t debate because Carter won’t,
and Jerry Brown debates himself,
would it be auto-oratic?
BOW JEST: Mayor Dianne Feinstein
weds investment counselor Dick Blum
in a private ceremony in her office on
January 20. A rabbi will tie the knot,
but Blum’s got other religious interests,
so the ritual will be Zen Judaism.
CLOSE QUOTE: Peripatetic sensibility
Doug Shaffer has discovered there’s
something in the air in San Francisco
that keeps women from getting preg
nant . . . men’s legs.
in approximately 7 out of 100 persons
(7W) o f the white race, approximately
IW o f the black race, and virtually
absent in the Oriental race.
O f those patients who are piositive
for the genetic marker (HLA-B27) only
20W (or 1 to 2 individuals of the 7W
above) will develop Reiter’s Syndrome
when exposed to an agent like Chla
mydia (this is the same I to 2 patients
with ÑSU mentioned above). It should
be noted that Reiter’s Syndrome in
addition to urethritis can also develop
after certain diarrheal gastrointestinal
tract infections—specifically caused by
Salmonella, Shigella, and Yersinia in
an appropriate vBbA-B27 positive
individual.
The arthritis, eye, skin involvement
and urethritis, once initiated in the
HLA-B27 positive individual, tend to
persist (sometimes for many months)
despite eradication of the Chlamydia
by antibiotics. The approach to these
systemic symptoms is to employ drugs
used for managing arthritis. When
Reiter’s Syndrome is finally controlled,
a flare can be induced on re-exposure
to Chlamydiae (non-specific urethritis).
or an episode of Shigella diarrhea.
In the case of Reiter’s Syndrome the
orgtmism (Chlamydia) serves as an en
vironmental trigger in a genetically
susceptible individual (HLA-B27 posi
tive). The disease continues, once initi
ated, presumably due to factors in the
genetic make-up of the individual, even
after the inciting organism has been
eradicated.
The arthritis in Reiter’s Syndrome
tends to be more chronic and indolent
to that of the acute bacterial arthritis
induced by gonorrhea. Thus, therapy
for Reiter’s Syndrome is oriented more
toward management with anti-arthritis
drugs rather than antibiotics.
In conclusion, two forms of arthritis
can develop following a bout of ureth
ritis. That induced by gonorrhea is
acute, follows untreated gonorrhea and
responds to a high dose antibiotic
therapy.
Reiter’s Syndrome develops in a gen
etically predisposed individual, follow
ing non-specific urethritis (or gastro
enteritis), involves skin and eyes in
addition to the joints, and improves
slowly in response to arthritis medica
tion and not to antibiotics.
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11 JANUARY, FRIDAY. Great Out
door Adventures announces a series of
coffeehouses, today and January 22,
7:30 to 11:30 PM, 433 Waller. $2.50
members, $3.50 others.
12 SATURDAY. KSAN Radio. 95 FM,
presents The Gay Life with guest Sherron Mills of the Women’s Alternative
Health Services, and host Randy
Alfred. 5-6 AM. Repeated Jan. 14
1-2 AM.
Congreation Sha’ar Zahav presents
’The Turning Point,” a dance with
the Hot Borscht Band, 3200 California,
SF, 8 PM. $3 members, $4 general,
$5 couples. Refreshments, childcare,
and lots o f parking. Res: 928-1255,
861-4776, or 474-8405.
13 SUNDAY. “ Our Design Responsi
bility in a Gay Culture” is today’s
Sunday Series topic of the UUGC,
First Unitarian Church, Franklin at
Geary, 9:45 AM. George DeWoody
and Bill Bradley of Our Town will
present an illustrated program on gay
environments and images.
The Gay Academic Union will dis
cuss juvenile male prostitution at the
Western Edition library, Geary &
Scott, 2 PM.
14 MONDAY. Alice B. Toklas Democrataic Club meets tonight, 150 Eureka,
6:30 PM Social, 7:30 General meeting.
15 TUESDAY. KQED TV-9 will tele
vise a program on Hepatitis on its
“ Nova” series. 8 PM. Repeated 18
Jan., 2 PM.
16 WEDNESDAY. Great O utdoor
Adventures throws an indoor swim
ming party, 7:30-10 PM, Hamilton
Pool, Geary. & Steiner. $1.50. Info:
621-5336.
S.Y.D.A. Foundation offers a 2 hr.
seminar on & instruction in Siddha
Meditation, 7:15 PM, Hyatt on Union
Sq.$3.75.
Fruit Punch, Gay Men’s Radio, will
discuss the French and Mexican gay
movements, their progress and prob
lems on KPFA, 94 FM, 10 PM.
17 THURSDAY. Golden Gate Business
Association will hold its installation
banquet for newly elected officers and
board members, Irish Cultural Center,
2700 45th Ave., S f . Cocktails 6:30 PM,
dinner 8 PM . Info: 956-8660.

18 FRIDAY. “ Portrait o f a C h a irSolo Performance by A. Dibz” will be
presented at Skylight Studio, 2547—
8th St.. Berkeley, 8 PM. Repeated
Jan. 25. $3 or PA S+ $.50. Join Dibz
in a true life adventure between a
woman and a chair, experiencing birth,
death, and the usual assort and asunder.
Wheelchair a/c.

SATURDAYS. Young men’s gay sup
port group, gays under 21, Pacific
Center, 2712 Telegraph, Berkeley.
SUNDAYS. 'The Unitarian-Universalist
Gay Caucus sponsors a series of lec
tures, discussions, and talks by various
speakers at iu Sunday Series. First
Unitarian Church, Franklin at Geary.
See special Sunday events above.
MONDAYS. General gay men’s dropin rap group, 7:30 p.m.. Pacific Cen
ter, 841-6224.
Third world support/rap group for
bi-sexual and gay women under 21
living in SF. 6-8 p.m., 3129—16th St.,
SF. Possibly closed for holidays. Tel;
558-4801. Sponsor: Center for Special
Problems.
TUESDAYS. SF gay rap, 7:30 p.m..
Metropolitan Community Church, 150
Eureka.
Gay men’s drop-in rap group, 7:30
p.m.; Under 30 lesbian rap group;
7:30 p.m. Men’s bi-sexual rap group,
7:30 p.m.; Young lesbians under 21 rap
group, 4-6 p.m.; Drug A alcohol sup
port groups for men and women meet
weekly. For further inform ation:
Pacific C enter, 2712 Telegraph,
Berkeley. Tel: 841-6224.

27 SUNDAY. Alice B. Toklas Demos
offer a fundraiser for Police Gay/
Lesbian Outreach Program at Louise
& Supvr John Molinari’s home, 154
Lombard, SF. 3-6 PM. Tickets $15.
Info: 431-1898.

WEDNESDAYS. Writer’s workshop,
directed by Ron Silliman. 7 p.m..
Hospitality House, 146 Leavenworth,
SF. Open to all.
Married gay and bi-sexual men’s
group, 8 p .m .. Pacific C enter,
841-6224.
Lesbians over 30 rap group. Child
care available. 7:30 p.m.. Women’s
Bldg., 18th Street at Valencia. 863-5255.
Young gay male problem solving
support group. Tel; Daniel Ostrow,
Center for Special Problems, 558-4801.
Gay support services, a peer support
group, 7:30 p.m., 330 Grove.
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will be only mildly supportive of the
gay movement. At best, it will be an
executive order banning discrimination
against gays throughout the federal
government.
Regrettable as the Orange Tuesday
election in Miami was, it served one
good purpose: it made the gay rights
movement a national issue which can
not and will not be ignored.
There is little doubt in my mind that
the gay movement will be the move
ment of the I980’s. We have come so
very far these last ten years. But we
have so very far to go yet.
Presenting this retrospective of the
1970’s has truly been a labor of love
here at The Sentinel. To those in their
very early twenties it may serve as a
useful reminder that things were not
always as they are now. To those of us
in our thirties and older, it may very
well remind us how hard we and those
who have gone before us worked to
reach this point.

Sincerely,
Larry Goldfarb

Copy o f a letter sent to Mr. Les Natali:
Thank you for giving me this oppor
tunity to express my thoughts regarding
discrim ination against individuals
based upon their sexual preference. I
am well aware of the fact that members
of the gay community are subject to
discrimination in a number of areas,
including employment, housing, and
immigration, and am very concerned
about the problems they face.
When a qualified individual is denied
employment or a financially able per
son refused housing because of his or
her race or sex or sexual preference,
then we must all be concerned.
So, too, we must be concerned when
an individual is denied permission to
come into this country because o f a
statute based on outmoded medical
and psychiatric views of homosexuality.
I have opposed efforts—notably
Proposition 6 in California—which
would have legitimized discrimination
on the basis of sexual preference—
discrimination which deprives people
of employment without regard to their
individuad fitness or ability. Measures
such as these not only penalize the
individual unfairly, but are a waste of
talent and resources at a time when
our country can ill-afford either. I am
now, as I have been throughout my
career in public service, firmly com
mitted to the premise that ours must be
a society in which the civil rights o f all
persons are respected.
Edward M. Kennedy
Editor:
The assumption that all gay people
voted for Dianne is a big misconcep
tion. The gay vote in District 5 is liberal
as is the general vote in that district.
Gay people vote liberal, moderate
and conservative, witness the fact that
there are gay Democrat, Libertarian,
Republican and Socialist political clubs.
Gay people live in all sections o f San
Francisco and many of them voted
for Quentin.
Tomisenberg Secretary
Concerned Republicans for
Individual Rights
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2nd A 4th WEDNESDAYS. Black p y
support group, 7:30-10:(X) p.m.. Pacific
Center, 841-6224.

at

"N o' m atter hou unique y«>u are. ue may have a jo b for you.’ *

Lee D ohoa,form er Supervisor, District 9:
I have nqt become gay in the 70’s. 1 don’t know
anything about the movement. All 1 know is
individuals. And I found out that there were a
large number of individual people whose sex
preference I didn’t understand but who I liked
very much. My opinions have been based on my
opinions of individuals and I care an awful lot
about my friends. Fortunately, for me it doesn’t
bother some o f my friends that I have red hair
and freckles or that I might be overweight. When
a person is a friend then that’s what I con
centrate on. The rest is relatively unimportant.

1st A 3rd WEDNESDAYS. Trans
sexuals and transvestites support group.
7:30-10:00 p .m ., Pacific Center,
841-6224.

THURSDAYS. Drop-in gay rap, 7:309:00 p.m .. Gay Community (Center,
330 Grove.
Slightly older lesbians rap group,
for women over 30. 7:30-9:30 p.m..
Pacific Center, 841-6224.
General bi-sexual women’s rap
group, 7:30-9:30 p.m.. Pacific Center,
841-6224.

An open letter to the lesbian and
gay community:
I am writing this letter after having
just finished reading a copy of the
script to the United Artist film Cruis
ing. I feel physically ill and very angry.
Cruising is more than Hollywood’s
stereotypical view of queers. 'This movie
hiakes explicit the underlying hatred
and violence that we, as gay and les
bian people, have always found in
cinematic, literary and other portrayals
of bur lives just as the increasing
violence against women in advertising,
mass media, and pornography depicts
the hatred implicit to sexism in such
a manner as to encourage its continu
ation. Recently, we have seen the ap
pearance of movies, such as Warriors,
that led directly to violence. Like
anti-semitic journalism and cartoons
of Nazi Germany, this propaganda is
a threat to our lives.
By focusing on the fringe of the
sexual fringe, gay men into leather
and S&M, this film works to confirm
and incite the worst fears of those
who hate us while attempting to divert
us from the issue of violence. How
each of us feel individually about
leather or, even, about cruising is sep
arate from this attack on all our lives.
I hope you get a chance to read the
script as it passes from hand to hand.
And I hope you join in stopping the
movie Cruising from replacing the
silence about the violence we fear and
face every day in our lives with a
sensationalized attack that justifies
and calls for a continuation of that
very violence. I think that we must
unite to stop the movie Cruising from
making money in order to show that
we will not permit the truth of the
violence against us to be exploited
for profit and in order to show that
we can effectively fight back against
these attacks against our lives and the
lives o f the people we love.

Quentin Kopp, Supervisor, District 10: I have
always been aware and sensitive to the individual
' rights of gay men and lesbians since 1972.
I’ve instituted and supported legislation and as
a lawyer I’ve represented gay people in cases of
police brutality and alleged criminal activities.
The gay movement itself has changed in the 70’s
by becoming more involved in the political
process and a stronger voice in the community.

ir

U pfront gay persons have been
elected to serve in public office and
hold positions of responsibility and
trust not only in the government sector
but in private industry.
M ajor sports, entertainm ent and
news personalities have emerged from
their closets and the world hasn’t
stopped dead in its tracks.
Gays have rioted and also spread
messages of love and peace.
Gays have challenged the establish
ment and won some spectacular
victories.
Four American cities have approved
anti-gay campaigns but the biggest
anti-gay crusade of them all, John
Briggs’ Proposition 6. was overwhelm
ingly rejected by California voters.
In the beginning of the 70’s Richard
Nixon ruled from an imperious White
House, never heard to mention the
words “ gay” or “ homosexual.” As
this edition goes to press, the Carter
White House is preparing a statement
for release on Monday which, at worst.

L e tte r s

Carol Ruth Silver, Supervisor, District 6: My
tolerance, opinions, and acceptance o f gay people
haven’t changed. I’ve become more deeply
involved both personally and professionally with
several gay people. In the 70’s we’ve seen the
emergence of the gay community as a political
force, as well as the recognition of the Chinese and
Latino communities. I also think there has been
a shifting of power in the city from downtown
to the various districts. I have worked to support
gay issues that I believe are the cutting edge
for the liberation of all people.

26 SATURDAY. Women Aloud, a
workshop for women who would speak
more effectively, begins new sessions
in SF at Ft. Mason and in Marin on
Jan. 29, Tiburón Community Church.
Info: 457-4453.
A. Dibz repeats her “ Portrait o f a
Chair” tonight and Sunday, 9 PM,
Studio Eremos, 401 Alabama, SF. $3
or PA S+ $.50. Wheechair accessible.

2109 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94114
(415)861-1515

1409 Haight Street, San Francisco, CA 94117
(41^)864-1818

Jack Molinari, Supervisor, District 3: My
opinions haven’t really changed. My perceptions
o f the gay movement and lifestyle were not
of the stereotyp>ed impression because I began to
work with the gay movement through my involve
ment with affirmative action. In fact, my
perceptions were strengthened and confirmed
during the 70’s—the perception that the gay
lifestyle could and would Ik acceptable in San .
Francisco; that gay businesses would be an
economic force in the community; and that gays
would add to the city’s enrichment. They have
done that.

23 WEDNESDAY. John Rechy will be
the guest on Fruit Punch, Gay Men’s
Radio tonight at 10 PM on KPFA,
94 FM. The author will discuss Rushes,
his new novel.

* * CON-nNUING EVENTS * *
FRIDAYS. Cays under 21 rap group,
7:30 p.m., 330 Grove, SF.

Louise Renne, Supervisor, District 2 : 1
don’t know that my opinion has changed. What
I think and hope is that the gay movement like
the women’s liberation movement and the civil
rights movement has made people more tolerant
of one another and more conscious of the thinking
and perceptions of one another. Clearly we
are more aware of the difference in lifestyles
than before.

20 SUNDAY. Dignity, the gay/lcsbian Catholic organization, celebrates
its 7th anniverary with a Eucharistic
liturgy, 6 PM, followed by a dinner
in honor of Madeline Ritchie. St. John
of God Church, 5th Ave. & Irving, SF.
Tickets: 863-4940.
Great Outdoors Adventures offers a
Sunday Brunch at Stem Grove, 19th
Ave. & Sloat BKd., 10:30 AM-2:30 PM.
Music by Q uattro, the Qassical Wood
wind Quartet. $5.'75 mem/$6.75 others.
Res: 621-5336.
Randy Shilts will speak on “ Gays
in the News Media,” as part of the
Sunday Series of the UUGC, First
Unitarian Church, Franklin at Geary,
9:45 AM.

2 FEBRUARY. SA'TURDAY. The
Bagong Diwa Dance Company presents
Wei-lo Tsou, first American to perforar
in Red Detachment o f Women, and
Sulpicio Wagner, formerly of SF Dance
Spectrum at the Herbst Theater,
Veterans War Mem’l Bldg, Van Ness A
McAllister, 8 PM. Tickets: $4.50-5.50.
333-7762. Repated Feb; 4, Everybody’s
Creative Arts Center, 354-21 St., Oak
land, 8 PM. 451-1230.

Preparing for this issue of The
Sentinel, the largest issue we’ve ever
published, proved to be, in many ways,
a great deal more fun and instruction
than work.
Looking back over the 1970’s, it is
truly astounding to notice how very far
the gay movement has advanced in this
past decade.
Twenty-two states have now de
criminalized homosexual acts. At the
beginning of the decade of the 70’s
only one state could make that claim.
More than three dozen American
cities have enacted ordinances protect
ing the rights of gay people in employ
ment, housing, public accommoda
tions, child custody cases, and credit.
There are bills before the House of
Representataives and the United States
Senate which would extend the protec
tions offered in the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to gay persons.
The Equal Rights Amendment is
only a scant three states away from
ratification.

How have your opinions of
the gay movement and lifestyle
changed in the 1970’s?

by Chuck Brint

2855 Diamond Street, San Francisco, CA 9413
(415)239-4500

Outlook

Q u e s tio n

For all of us, younger and older,
men and women, black, white, brown
and yellow, it should warn us that
what we have won can also be stripped
away in the blinking of an eye. We
have fought so yery, very hard to get
here. Yet we must exert the same, if
not more, energy to mvoe farther and
farther ahead.
Vigilance must be always our watch
word, ever wary of the demagogues
who would deny us our just rights.
And we should also remain ever vigi
lant for those among our own number
who would manipulate and use us for
their own selfish ends.
There is little doubt that our influ
ence and power will grow enormously
in San Francisco in the I980’s. Let’s
hope we exercise that power wisely. Let
us question those who would ask us to
give them or return them to seats of
power. How responsibly or irrespon
sibly we act here in the 1980’s may
determine the future course o f this
beloved and lovely City for many years
to come.
My hope for all our readers in the
80’s is peace, prosperity, equality
and love.

by Randy Alfred
California Assembly Bill 1 and Senate
Bills 3 and 18 would add “ sexual
orientation” to the list of prohibited
forms of discrimination in the state’s
Fair Employment Practices Act. We
need this protection because anti-gay
job bias is still widespread, even in
the “ enlightened” Bay Area.
Just last year, for instance, Edward
J. Daly, President and Chairman of
the Board of Oakland’s World Air
ways, wrote a memorandum to his em
ployees, stating, “ This com pany
doesn’t need hoodlums, racketeers,
queers. . . . ” Usually, this kind of
bias is more subtly expressed. Daly’s
memo is the tip of an immense ice
berg q f job discrimination against up
front gay men and lesbians.
Discrimination in hiring is always
difficult to prove, because an employer
has so much discretion regarding
potential employees. An employer can
always use some real or imaginary
drawback as an excuse for not hiring
this or that minority applicant.
But in most of the state, employers
don’t have to make up excuses for
not hiring gay people. They can legally
say they don’t want us because we
are gay.
(Santa Cruz County and the citi
zens of Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Berkeley and Palo Alto have gayrights ordinances. Proposed laws i
Santa Clara County and San Jose
subject to referenda this June 3
tection in Sunnyvale, Mountaiiy^t
Cupertino and Santa BarbaiVapplies
only to municipal employment. And in
1979, the state Supreme Court ruled
that state-regulated public utilities may

Gay Job Bill
not discriminate against gays.)
A.B. I, S.B.3 and S.B. 18 would
prevent the most blatant forms of
discrimination. They would not set up
quotas or affirmative action, which are
not practical and probably not desir
able. In the ’60s, straights called themselyes gay to avoid going to Vietnam.
to expect that they might do
so\|g<nn if they thought it would land
a job irfthe ’80s.
Effeminate men and “ mannish”
women are the victims of the most
obvious discrimination, but they are
not alone. Many gay people have
“ closet resumes” which avoid men
tioning large chunks o f gay-related job
experience and community activities.
This puts them at a comparative dis
advantage to their straight counterparts
in a highly competitive job market.
As with other minorities, the unem
ployment rate among gays is probably
twice the national average. Many who
are employed are underemployed—
working below their skill levels and/or
less than full time. Many are underpaid
in the tight job market of the gay
ghetto.
Re-entry into the mainstream job
market can be difficult. There is pres
sure (o be more circumspect, less open,
even to “ go back into the closet.”
'This creates a chilling effect on politi
cal, social and cultural organizing in
our community. Being openly gay now
uid harm your career later.
^ Massive unemployment coupled with
discriminatory labor practices has other
insidious effects. When employers can
take arbitrary reprisals against any class
of workers, that group won’t make

trouble because they fear those re
prisals. Other groups won’t make
trouble because they know they can be
easily replaced.
As the late Michael Silverstein
pointed out, closet gay workers, grate
ful for the chance to serve and fearful
of discovery, are often used to perform
the nastiest tasks in the organization
as administrative hatchet persons.
Closet gays avoid each other on the job
and don’t complain because their con
tinued employment is contingent on
remaining the bosses’ pets.
Banning anti-gay job bias will give
us the freedom to come out on our
jobs and assert our full rights as em
ployees. It will be a boon not only to
gay organizing but to grass-roots labor
organizing as well. Gay people are just
about the only despised minority which
still lacks legal protection frojn job
bias, and as long as any workers are
unprotected, all workers have dimin
ished access to self-determination.
Statewide gay job protection will
open closet doors and free many women
and men to participate openly and
actively in the gay movement. It will
also open opportunities for united
action with other movements.
So, go to Sacramento on January 13
to march for the passage of A.B. I,
S.B. 3 and S.B. 18. For information
on carpools, call 864-2748. To help
finance the march, send donations to
M arch on S acram en to /S .F ., 526
Castro, S.F. 94114.
Randy A lfred ’s The Gay Life airs on
KSAN, 95 FM, every Saturday morning
at 5 and late Sunday night at I a. m.

Party Switch
For so long as I can remember, and
I was born during the Administration
of the great Herbert Hoover, the Re
publican Party has been my traditional
home—both politically/philosophically
and due to the fact that certain of the
Republican “Giants” (local, state and
national) have been known by myself
and my family. The GOP, the more
conservative of the two major parties,
had represented in the past certain atti
tudes which I felt to be consistent with
the best interests of the United States,
and that which made our Nation so
great, the concept of “ ruggqd individu
alism in a free economic market.”
Sad to say, but the truth is that over
the years the party—with few excep
tions—motivated by the need to become
the majority party has all but aban
doned its previously sound dicta, and it
has become the handmaiden, if not the
mistress, of the Democrats.
A random sampling of certain FDR
“ socialistic” principles, foisted upon
us under the guise of the New-Fair
Deals, the New Frontier and the Great
Society have found their way into the
Republican Party, and there is no way
such “ welfare state” attitudes will ever
be purged. Social Security; price-wage
controls; confiscatory taxation; farm
subsidies and parity; lower tariffs;
compulsory education—and ROTC at
certain levels; National Health Insur
ance; and regulated or decrÄ l “ norms
of behavior” ; interjuKfonal “ en
tangling” alliance<"^d debilitating
Treaties; the litany is endless, dehuman
izing, and destructive of the individual

as well as of liberty.
“ Liberty" is the key word, and by
employing it, at this juncture, I should
like to quote from the Position Paper
ttX o f the Libertarian party;
“ Libertarianism is nothing more nor
less than the politics of liberty. While
other parties . . . seek to use the tools
of politics . . . to impose some set of
values on those who disagree with
(them) Libertarians seek nothing more
than liberty. . . . (We) advocate the
establishment of the purely free market,
i.e., a market unhampered by govern
ment intrusion. In the field of civil lib
erties Libertarians hold that individuals
must respect the right of others to live
different lives, to read and enjoy dif
ferent commodities, to shape their
relationships, sexual and other, in their
own way, to live their lives in their
own way, at their own expenses and
risk, never forcing others to pay for
their mistakes.”
Put into other terminalogy, and
using Russell Kirk's rrue concept of old
Liberalism, which I can now equate
with Libertarianism (cf The Conserva
tive Mind. Regnery, 1^53 p 90). . . (It)
as the political expression of individual
ism espoused freedom for the indi
vidual from all personal, arbitrary
authority. . . . Starling from the premise
of the absolute value and dignity of
. human personality (libertarians) neces
sarily demanded freedom for each in
dividual from every other individual,
from the state, from evtry arbitrary
will."

by Thomas M. Edwards
To me, as exemplified by the Liber
tarians, and as has been denigrated by
both major parlies, and, heretofore,
all other minor parlies, liberty is not a
state or condition that can be legis
lated. Nor it is something that, once
obtained, can be other than defended.
It is the very essence of man to be free
and to respect the freedom of otu,..s,
and it is to this end that Government
ought to direct itself—not to the end
to which both the Democratic and
Republican parties arc now d irected absolutism.
It matters not to me whether my lib
erties be threatened by the Extreme
Left (Communism); the Extreme Right
(Fascism) or by the Middle (RepublicanDemocratic). The fact that my liberty
—as well as yours—is threatened in any
way, and the fact that I am told by a
“ big brother” government, in the guise
of the Welfare State, to conform to a
computerized stereotype is sufficient
for me to reevaluate my personal phil
osophies as contrasted with the Ideals
of the Founding Fathers and the present
day prostitution of same by both the
GOP and the Demos. There is no doubt
in my mind that Burke (though he was
British), Madison, Hamilton, Calhoun
and countless others who formulated
the very Concepts of the Conservatism
to which I have so tenaciously clung,
were the harbingers of today’s Liber
tarians—and I am proud to cast my lot
with them, in order to restore this
Nation to the isolationism, rugged
individualism and true “ libertarian
ism” which is our heritage.

Entertainment and the Arts

Incredible Fiin in the Big Apple

Between the Pure and the Personal

Gay Novek of the '70s

70s Classical Recordings

by Roger Austen
t would probably be as pointless as it would be
difficult to squeeze every gay novel published from
1970-79 Into some tidy, neat sub-category in an attempt
to come to terms with recent publishing trends. Even
by narrowing the focus to male-related fiction written
by Americans, one is still confronted with a bulky sub
ject that does not lend itself to clarification through
the process of pigeonholing. What follows, then, are
just some off-the-cuff observations which don't pretend
to add up to a comprehensive overview of American
fiction during the past decade.
Vis a vis other gsy publishing. Compared with all of
the relevant self-help, sociological, autobiographical,
biographical, historical and pictorial works, not to
mention the outpouring of gay poetry and plays and
essays, there seem to have been fewer and fewer titles
of serious gay fiction published each year. Twenty or
thirty years ago a “gay book” almost always meant a
novel, but quantitatively at least, gay fiction has been
greatly overshadowed by gay non-fiction during
the 1970s.
Oidsr Stars. During the last decade few of our older
gay writers bothered to write much in the way of gay
fiction. Gore Vidal gave us the campy Myron, but Merle
Miller and Christopher Isherwood and Tennessee W il
liams have given us memoirs Instead of stories. James
Baldwin has recently written Just Above My Head, but
he regards himself as a black and not a gay writer, as
does, by tacit agreement, nearly everyone else.
Continuing uneasiness w ith this genre. Among
famous gay writers, English professors and literary
critics, there Is something about the terms “gay novel”
and "homosexual fiction” that seems to make every
one nervous. There remains a strong suspicion that
gay novels are too old hat or reductive or self-limiting,
and thus our national tastemakers prefer to view homo
erotic fiction in terms of some other literary category
with which they are more comfortable.
Major Moneymakers. The Queen of the Gay Novelists
has no doubt been Patricia Nell Warren, whose uplift
ing books have brought her wealth and fame during the
last few years. With a sharp eye for a topical subplot,
Warren has been able to take advantage of her lesbian
sensibility in such a way that she Is now the Mary
Renault of America. The equally famous John Rechy
has continued to write of the comoulsive “sexhunt,”
moat recently In The SexualjOutlaw and Rushes. Rechy
touched off a critical tizzy in 1977 by claiming that his
outlaws who had sex In public were the true political
revolutionaries.
Emergence of Qay Criticism. In 1970 there were few
gay periodicals and reviewers and thus novelists had
to rely on the straight press and gay grapevine in order
to gain notice. Gay critics who have emerged during
the decade have tended to be about as idiosyncratic
as gay novelists, but one "school" of criticism Is worth
mentioning. Some reviewers have borrowed a leaf from
the Marxists of the 1930s in assessing a work of art in
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terms of Its political impact. Laura Hobson’s second
rate Consenting Adult, for Instance, was praised be
cause It was so "positive.” Hardly any gay critics were
around to gasp when Gerald Walker's Cruising was
published in 1970, but now gay spokespeople are
damning the film version of this novel as being too
“negative" and "stereotypical.” I would guess that the
emergence of gay reviewers has had very little effect,
however, on those who write gay fiction.
Characteristic novel of the decade. If you add up
Terry Andrews’ The Story of Harold, Richard Hall’s
The Butterscotch Prince, Andrew Holleran’s Dancer
from the Dance, John. Paul Hudson’s Superstar
Murder?, Larry Kramer’s Faggots, Felice Picano’s The
Lure, and Rechy’s Rushes, what common demoninators
do you find? These novels are set mainly In Manhattan,
a fact that may. Incidentally, say something about the
advantages of propinquity, I.e., belonging to that set of
writers, agents, editors and publishers who view their
"Ultimate Island" with myopic sentimentality. The main
characters in these novels tend to be in their late 20s
or early 30s and are sufficiently hunky tahave (or have
had) a dazzling array of equally hunky lovers and tricks.
Hovering over many of these novels Is the mystery of
someone’s death or disappearance, a theme often as
important as the hero’s search for love. What varies
among these works Is the novelist's tone, which ranges
from light-headed or dreamy-eyed to the starkly porno
graphic. Writers who are criticized for dwelling on the
darker, more macabre aspects of gay life can always
defend themselves. If they feel obliged, by claiming
their intentions were essentially satiric.
Other Voices. Many of the better-known novels were
written from the detached point of view of someone
who Is not a gay male. The lamentations of the Jewish
Mother were heard in Consenting Adult, the lesbian
athlete did some juxtapositioning in The Front Runner,
a married psychiatrist probled intergeneratlonal sex In
The Manhood Company, and Dress Gray filtered homo
sexuality at West Point through heterosexual eyes.
Less detached were Ensan Case in his World War II
military love story, WIngmen, Dan Curzon In his attack
on Fresno academia in Among the Carnivores, and
Gordon Merrick in his trilogy of Peter and Charlie.
Joseph Hansen’s gay detective series has enjoyed a
vogue, and futuristic settings have figured in Paul
Welles' scarry Lambda Project and George Nader’s
veiled scl/fi romance. Chrome. Among the emerging
stars of the decade were Paul Monette and Edmund
White, whose novels have been highly praised by a
number of reviewers.
What was not published during the decade. Based
on the distribution of the gay male population through
out the country, can we agree that there was a dis
proportionate number of novels featuring a hunky hero
on some sort of Manhattan/FIre Island spree? If so,
maybe we should conclude by examining the Impli
cations of this development, concedlni^ at the outset

he changes that took place during
the 1970’s in music and recording
happened on two fronts, the first being
a change in performing practice and
the second in recording technique.
Throughout the decade before, there
had been a resurgence of musicological
research into “ Correct” editions of
most composers’ manuscripts as well
as correct performance practices. As
good as these attempts were, they were
very sterile, very academic, and exhib
ited a fear of being personal.
The I970’s brought several groups
of musicians who were not afraid to
play “ in the style" and who also were
able to play musically. In Ba^
music Harnocourt’s Concentus Musicus
Wien popularized the use of authentic
instruments. What made this group
different from others was that they
were not afraid to be inspired by the
music. Whether or not one likes the
sound of these instruments is simply a
matter of personal taste, but the per
formances are both accurate and musi
cal. This was a real forward step back.,
The British, also, were responsible
for much of the work done in this area.
Trevor Pinnock and The English Con
sort produced a variety of 16th century
English music. But one of the most
exciting developments was a new series
of recordings done by Christopher
Hogwood with the Academy o f Ancient
Music. They have just released the
Mozart Salzburg Symphonies played
on 18th century instruments with the
continue restored to its original lead
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position, and newly researched scores.
Best of all, the whole project (recorded
by L’Oiseau-Lyre) works well.
These cycles of rediscovery, purifi
cation and personalization arc con
stantly taking place. The I970’s caught
that blink between the pure and the
personal in terms of style.
All o f this time, technology was
continuing in its furious pace and of
course/lef/its mark on the recording
industry. All of the major changes
have been limited to various ways of
improving the disc. These techniques
included direct-to-disc cutting and
y mastered discs.
In classical records, the least success
ful was direct-to-disc. In theory the
idea was good, but in practice it didn’t
yield successful results. Because every
thing had to be done in one "tak e”
there was no margin for error. This led
to a common complaint that the per
formances were too conservative, too
careful; fairly note-precise but devoid
of any risk-taking. In addition, one
company in particular practiced tam
pering with many works, re-instru-.
menting them in order to make them
more sonically powerful. Good hi-fi
demos, bad music.
The real savior was digital recording.
Contrary, to some beliefs, there are no
digital discs on the market. There are
only analogue discs which have been
digitally mastered. But even improving
one step in the recording process such
as the elimination of the analogue
recorder has resulted in superior re-

that we share an understandable amount of West Coast
vs. East Coast paranoia.
Let’s start with the age of the hero. Offhand, I can’t
think of a 70s equivalent to Isherwood’s A Single Man,
although I’d guess that it Is mainly the literate spinster,
brought up on books rather than on television and
disco records, who goes to the bookstores and libraries
In search of a “good read" with which he can curl up
on the sofa.
And, second, this typical gay male is more likely to
live in San Francisco or Portland or St. Paul or Atlanta
than In Manhattan. But where, for instance, was the
blockbuster San Francisco gay novel of the decade?
If this sort of tale is printed at all, it is usually either
self-published or brought out by a small press and it
remains generally unreviewed and unread.
To the extent that any of this is true, can we draw
any valid conclusions?
Can we conclude that gay men who live in and write
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about the South or the Midwest or the West are, ipso
facto, less talented than those who have llved/now live
in New York? Or shall we concede that those who
merchandise gay fiction for New York publishers may
be on the right track after all? That, in fact, the average
50-year-olti gay man in Topeka has neither (1) the talent
to write nor (2) the desire to read about his fictional
counterpart coping with the exigencies of spinsterhood but instead loves escaping into something thrill
ing like Rushes, where everyone is under 35 and caught
up in doing incredibly fun things in the Big Apple.
If this is so, during the 80s we may have to brace
ourselves for a spate of “hot” and “outrageous” New
York novels that out-faggot Faggots and resign our' selves to the fact that the tales of gay heroes (espe
cially those past their prims) who live somewhat less
frenetically in Oakland or Berkeley or Palo Alto may, if
written at all, never be regarded as worth publishing by
those who know best in Manhattan.
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cordings.
The limits of technology have been
a blessing in disguise however. Because
many of these early digital recorders
were capable of recording in only two
or four tracks, engineers had to throw
away their multi-track, multi-miking
techniques. Rock and roll recording
techniques on 32-track analogue re
corders had made many classical re
cordings almost unlistenable. With
microphones at nearly every other
stand, it was impossible to hear what
the orchestra sounded like.
The early digital mastered record
ings, like Telarc’s version of Stravin
sky’s Firebird with the Atlanta Sym
phony, placed just a couple o f mikes
above the whole orchestra. They were
able to capture a sound that no one had
ever heard before on disc; a pure and
undistorted orchestral recording. The
sound has a clarity that makes one
long for the old Mercury recordings or
the Turnabout series done with the
Dallas Symphony in which only two
microphones were used.
The problem is that as progress
marches on, multi-track, multi-miked
recordings will become possible with
digital recorders and we will be in the
same muddle that we just left. The
“ state of the art” recordings issued in
the last two years, and “ authentic"
performances should be purchased
while they are around because it may
be another twenty or thirty years before
we see a simultaneous renaissance of
music and recording.
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Grand Jete
s. F. BaUetinthe'70s
by Ned Brown
Bui the Gods, taking pity on mankind,
born to work, Idid down the succession
o f recurring Feasts to restore them
fro m their fatigue, and gave them the
Muses, and A pollo,their leader, and
Dionysus, as companions in their
Feasts, so that nourishing themselves
in festive companionship with the
Cods, they should again stand upright
and erect.
Plato
The 1970s witnessed a spectacular
expansion in all areas of the cultural
life of San Francisco. However, no
single artistic entity experienced
growth in prestige and audience, com
parable to that of the San Francisco
Ballet. At the dawn of the 1970s the
company revolved in a respectable, but
decidedly provincial corner of the
dance universe. The San «Francisco
Ballet today is a star, and perhaps the
brighest of regional American com
panies.
Streaking into the 1980s, the Ballet
and its loyal and enthusiastic patrons
can look back at the struggles of-the
past decade with justifiable pride at
what their faith, hardwork, and vision
have accomplished, in 1970 the years
ahead looked anything but promising.
Money problems, labor troubles, small
houses, a pecking order at the War
Memorial Opera House miles below
that of the “ m ajor” tenants, (the San
Francisco Opera and the San Francisco
Symphony), all contributed to a ma
laise that would have daunted any but
the most dedicated of dance lovers.
A critical turning point came in 1974
when dancers whirled behind the win
dows o f the City of Paris and sold
S.O.B. (Save Our Ballet) buttons on
the street. The gimmicks worked. The
San Francisco Ballet in 1980 stands on
the threshold of a decade in which it
hopes to reach the first-rank of inter
national ensembles.
Many of the achievements of the
company during the 1970s, in addition
to its brillant funding successes, can be
attributed to the particular talents of
co-directors Lew Christensen and
Michael Smuin. Christensen laid the
ground-work for future growth by his
emphasis on basics: discipline, tech
nique, form. Smiun brought with him
New York an aggressive, cosmopoli
tan, and visionary energy which has
helped to fuel the company’s meteoric
rise. Both men have"proved to be artic
ulate spokesmen for the company to all
sectors o f San Francisco, to the
fashionable and intelligent ladies of

Pacific Heights as well as the polymorphously perverse street people of the
Castro and the Haight. With his old
world training Christensen has upheld
the spirit bf Petipa, Fokine, and Bournonville. Smuin has helped to bring the
Ballet in closer contact with the avaiitgarde lyric developments of the con
temporary scene. Their common goal,
meanwhile, has been to steer the Ballet
through the hazards of fortune to its
proper place in the cultural life of San
Franciscans.
Without the presence of a large and
knowledgeable audience, however, the
growth of the San Francisco Ballet to
its current level could never have been
sustained. During the decade of the
1970s thousands of Cay men and les
bians migrated to San Francisco and
transformed its cultural life. From
Castro Street to Van Ness these new
residents celebrate the power of
beauty, sensuousness, play, and song
and swell the ranks of subscribers to
opera, symphony, drama, and dance.
Dance is above all a celebration of
the body and of the human order
which emanates from it. Dance affirms
the liberation of the body, the joy of
life in the body, even at its most tran
sitory. Lincoln Kirstein, the General
Director o f the New York City Ballet,
has written of the communal ex
perience which dance can bring to an
audience:
The sight o f exceedingly attractive
young persons, highly skilled and mov
ing in an extreme thrust o f their phy
siques' capacities, is a metaphor o f
chance and gift seized and well used, o f
potential explored and shown in fu ll
capacity.
San Francisco Lesbians and Gay
men, reed from the compromises and
economic burdens of the straight mar
riage have seized the opportunity to
culivate an anesthetic dimension in
their lives. Transcending the narrow
procreative justification of existence,
they have sought a fuller erotic life in
the liberation o f their own bodies and
in those arts which serve to honor the
body and awaken it from silence to
symbolic speech. This if the lifeenhancing work of the San Francisco
Ballet and its audience.
The San Francisco Ballet opens its
spring season on January IS, 1980 at
the War Memorial Opera House in
performances of George Balanchine’s
“ Divertimento No. 15,” Lew Chris
tensen’s “ Scarlatti Portfoilo,” and
Michael Smuin’s “ A Song for Dead
Warriors.”
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David McNaughton In Scarlatti Soriatas

D ance in th e Seventies
by Renee Renouf
urveying the San Francisco dance
les a o - - - ^
scene in the seventies one notes
ebb and flow o f local growth and i n Q ^
ence from the international andd imtional scene. The situation also included
searching for performance space, the
developing of funding sources, learning
to run dance companies like a busi
ness, an influx of artists and a real in
crease in dance coverage by the press.
San Francisco saw three important
dance figures formally start new ven
tures in 1970: Penelope Lagios John
son (with her husband Kelly as manag
ing director), started San Francisco
Dance Theater, Margaret Jenkins re
turned to San Francisco and started
teaching, and C^rltM Carvajal left San
Francisco Ballet with some tall, talented
dancers to start Dance Spectrum. All
three were San Francisco born and
bred. Each had some time elsewhere
developing their talents. Johnson and
Jenkins started in the teaching field,
enabling them to organize heavily-
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used studios. These facilities are avail
able at a nominal cost for perform
ances to other members of the dance
community. Carvajal, with more chor
eography credits than many local
choreographers, immediately plunged
into [lerformance. He later acquired
his Mission Street studio and started
formal classes. Carvajal was receptive
to non-Western dance forms.
Other important artists influenced
Bay Area theatre life in the early sev
enties. The American Society for East
ern Arts (ASEA), incorporated in
1963, had serious summer music and
dance instruction in the traditional
Asian performing arts in the East Bay.
The large-scale summer programs con
tinued through 1975 when the reces
sion cut heavily into ASEA*t funding.
From its presence in the .Bay Area,
ASEA provided a focus for inthviduals
and dancers interested in non-Westem
theatre arts forms. It helped refine our
understanding o f artists from abroad

suid to set standards for serious Amer
ican dancers in this field.
In 1971 Tandy Beal moved to Santa
Cruz and began providing Northern
California with her own form of magic
—its mixture o f private wonder laced
with years of working with Alwin
Nikolais and some evocations of Asian
styles she got to know as tour manager.
Unusually tall for a dancer, she man
ages to encourage dancer and audience
alike in unusual combinations of
imagery juxtaposed pristinely against
the awesome atmosphere of nature.
She is to dance what Japanese haiku
is for poetry.
1971 also saw the Joffrey Ballet in a
six-week residence at the University of
California, Berkeley. The combination
of theatricality, Robert Joffrey’s innate
taste, Gerald Arpino’s intensity, bal
letic razz-me-tazz and sentiment won
an incredibly large dance audience. At
the same time, Berkeley had its lasting
impact on Gerald Arpino’s ballets, even
though the genesis o f “ Trinity” (which
had its world premiere that year in
Berkeley), was elsewhere. There are
dancers now with the Joffrey company
who can trace their desire for a dance
career directly to seeing “ Trinity.”
Berkeley, the Joffrey, Arpiño all spoke
to each other at the same time, as
though by fate.
“ High Tech,” balletically, reached
San Francisco Ballet when Michael
Smuin was invited by Lew Christensen
to return to San Francisco Ballet in
197><u Associate Artistic Director. He
b r o u ^ dancers from American Ballet
Theatre and Harkness. Together they
weathered the Save Our Ballet crisis.
One of my enduring dance memories
will be the enterprise with which the
dancers took to the telephones and the
streets for funding to continue danc
ing in the company they elected. Their
grit elicited world-wide sympathy. The
remainder is history. The subsequent
gfowth can be measured by the PBS
filming of “ Romeo and Juliet,” and
the 1978 engagement at the Brooklyn

Academy of Music. 1980 will see the
world premiere of Smuin’s version of
W. Shakespeare’s “ The Tempest,” live
from San Francisco’s Opera House.
Ronn Guidi’s direction of Oakland
Ballet deserves special mention, for his
influence and inspiration is a special
one. Additionally, this Franco-ltalian
native of the East Bay has provided
a showcase for local choreographers
and a repository for historic ballets felt
important to preserve. Four ballets of
Eugene Loring’s are in the Oakland
Ballet repertoire. Leonide Massine
mounted La Boutique Fantasque for
the company and was working on Snow
Maiden with them at the time o f his
death. Nicholas Beriosoff mounted a
revival of Scheherazade for the
company.
Out of the Loring association has
come a balletic comet worth singling
out and perhaps worthy to complete
this survey: David McNaughton. Loring
coached McNaughton in the role Loring
himself created in 1938. From the first
performances McNaughton received
the recognition which helped him join
the company in whose school he had
initially trained: San Francisco Ballet.
Only Guidi and his teacher Anatole
Vilzak had seen his promise.
In June, 197^ David McNaughton
overcame a sprain to win the silver
medal in the adult male division of the
First International Ballet Competition
in the United States at Jackson, Missis
sippi. It seems to me that, of all the
local dancers, David M cNaughton
summarized the ^ o w th of Bay Area
dance in his ability to win, not only
on the basis of talent, but to provide
testimony that training and career
could proceed successfully in the Bay
Area. Once one had to dance elsewhere
if one was to dance at all. David
McNaughton, therefore, summarized
the progress of the seventies and the
promise of the eighties when he danced
on that warm June night in Jackson,
the Harlequin variation from Lew
Christensen’s Scarlatti Sonatas.
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A ida o n th e B a y B r id g e
C lassical M usic in th e ’70s
by Donald Ballantya
t ’s really pointless to generalize
about a decade. Artists and writers
have the nasty habit of dying when they
feel like it—rarely at the turn o f a
century and only occasionally on that
of a decade. And trends or artistic
movements never begin or end with a
decade or century but spill over untidily.
The mind, nevertheless, cherishes its
need for order, and so here you have
an attempt to honor that need.
The most important musical event
o f the ’70s was the absorption o f mu
sical style by mechanical processes.
Technique became technology.
T hat may sound good, but what
does it mean?
It means that your disco album or
Pink Floyd's The Wall are more truly
the music of the ’70s than all that music
commissioned, performed, or recorded
to celebrate the Bicentennial (. . . you
d o remember the B icentennial,
don’t you?).
T hat’s not an explanation, it’s an
example.
O.K. In the art of the twentieth cen
tury you gotta have a gimmick if you’re
going to get ahead. You’ve got basically
two gimmicks to choose from: a new
subject matter or a new technique. A
Punk Rock line like “ I want to bite
the hand that feeds m e/I want to bite
it Ohh so badly” is a good example of
a new subject matter. Singers hadn’t
sung lyrics like that on pop records
before. A subject like that has kept
Three-Penny Opera new. Andrew
Imbrie’s opera Angle o f Repose was
never new. A song like “ Hotel Cali
fornia” more closely approaches the
subject matter o f a painter like Dali
than anything I can think of in classical
music. Classical music did not come up
with any new subject matter in the ’70s.
As for new techniques, the current
Schawnn Catalogue has two sections,
“ Electronic Music” and “ Specialty
Recordings.” The entries under “ Elec
tronic Music” have doubled in the ’70s
and in 1969 there was no section called
“ Specialty Recordings.”
The ’70s, then, have definitely seen
a rise iq recording gadgetry like directto-disc and digital recordings—not to
mention the appearance and disappear
ance o f quadrophonic equipm ent.
These recordings have moved from the
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status o f rarities and novelties to items
of general consumer interest. The new
technology, however, is not an extenstion o f musical techniques because it
affects only the reproduction o f per
formance on disc.
The ’80s will almost certainly see
multi-media combinations of video
tapes and computer graphics with pop
music, especially with disco or its next
reincarnation.
But classical music will not. There’s
the rub.
Unlike pop music, classical music
has failed to come to terms with re
cording technology as an essential part
of the experience of a record. It may
sound impressive to say that we had
twice as much electronic music in
December o f ’79 as we had in De
cember of ’69, but we also had' twice
as much Massenet. The criterion of
twice as much is a bad one because
it proves next to nothing. Worse, the
number of listings for the music of
Olivier Messaien or Harry Partch have
maintained a status quo. And worst of
all, Schwann's does not account for
the electronic elements present in pop
music, thus giving us a false impres
sion about electronic techniques in
music as. a whole. The only conclu
sion we can come to is that there are
lies, damned lies, and statistics.
In other words, the major musical
developments of the ’70s did not occur
in a concert hall but in the record
ing studios, and this shift in location
indicates a crisis for classical music.
What has happened is a new con
nection between recordings and audi
ences whereby the record no longer
serves as a documentaiton o f a live
performance but is itself the perform
ance. Even the phrase “ live per
formance” says more than we think
if we consider it closely.
Ironically, the pioneer in the field
of classical music as an experienced
recording rather than a recorded per
formance, Leopold Stokowski, died in
the ’70s. He was considerably ahead
of the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band. Stokowski’s par
ticipation in Walt Disney’s Fantasia
and his shenanigans in the recording
studio resulted in purists dismissing him
as “ glossy but without genuine feei-

ing.” Unfortunately for classical music,
Stokowski did not go far enough.
Ever since the dawn of the record
industry, we have considered recordings
as a way o f capturing something real.
The logo o f the dog listening to “ His
M aster’s Voice” accurately repre
sented our relationship to a recorded
performance. We listened to the voices
of masters like Mozart, Beethovén, or
Wagner through our recordings of
their works. It never struck us as
unlikely to cram an entire symphony
orchestra into our living room. We
never considered how Verdi might re
act to our turning on his Triumphal
Scene from Aida on the car radio as
we crossed the Bay Bridge. When we
drop the tone arm down into the middle
o f a work we’re especially fond of, it
never occurs to us that we have at our
fingers’ ends “ that phrase ágaínT
methought it had a dying fall.” Shake
speare satirized in Duke Orsino our
ways with recordings.
Two comparisons may help to illus
trate the problems underlying our
connection with music through records
and the importance of what has hap
pened in pop music but failed to hap>pen in classical music.
Our record collections resemble
those of butterfly collectors. We own
some recorded butterflies like Leontine
Price which we can see fairly regu- ■
larly. We own some rare species that
we have heard only once in a lifetime,
Rubenstein’s “ Nights in the Gardens
o f Spain,” and we own some record
ings o f a work or performance we will
never know firsthand—species made
exotic or extinct because of time and
space—like Pfitzner’s Palestrina or
Billie Holiday singing “ Willow Weep
For M e.” Like the lepidoptenst, we
assume that we do have a butterfly.
Unlike the butterfly-collector, we tend
to forget it is a dead one.
To put the matter another way, we
recording is merely a pane of glass
through which we see a musical land
scape. We notice the glass itself only
if it has a flaw or imperfection. We
react to the record itself only when it
has a defect and we know we must
return it. Yet the ’70s have seen a vogue
for stained glass—glass through which
we cannot see a landscape but which
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we appreciate for its own color and
design.
The two comparisons meet in the
music of the ’70s when we understand
the record itself is the living butterfly
and that it is the landscape as well as
the window. This music exists only in
the groove or on the tape after you
turn on your machine. Either the
medium becomes the message or we
must take our place with the RCA pup.
Music stands out as the johnnycome-lately of the arts. In other areas,
artists have come to terms with tech
nology. In the ’30s e e cummings
stood poetry on its ear by exploring
the possibilities of 'ypesetting to give
his work a meaning on the printed
page it could never have if read aloud.
A Bay Area sculptor once referred to
her studio as “ The Hardware Store”
because new machines had provided
her both with new materials and with
new tools to shape them. High tech art,
minimalists, photo-realists—you can
probably add to this list better than I—
had all come to terms with the techno
logical component of their respective
fields. And they had done so long
before th e ’70s.
The isolation of classical music from
comparable developments in related
arts and the alertness of pop music to
assimilate the new technology are truly
significant and disturbing phenomena.
Furthermore, the inertia that charac
terizes our assumptions about record
ings has affected our response to
new m usic—passivity o r outright
h o stility —and our attendance at
concerts. The average opera-goer
probably dislikes the prospect of hear
ing Schoenberg’s Moses and ~Aaron
more than listening to Fleetwood Mac’s
Tusk album.
Cla.ssical music has quietly faced a
dilemma in the '70s: Either it must
accept its status as a fossil—a necessary
fossil for Western culture—or it must
acknowledge its failure to continue
growing. Both alternatives stem from
the fallacy that there is such a thing
as progress in art. This premise leads
most musicians to dismiss a piece of
music written in the key of C major on
the grounds that “ it’s already been
done and adds nothing new.” They
. throw out the piece rather than ques
tion the premise that all art involves
progress. The conviction that you have
to come up with a new subject matter
or a new technique also derives from
the same premise.
The directors of opera companies

Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party

Two Important Works of Art for the '70s
by Joe Goebel
n the fifties we had abstract ex
pressionism. In the sixties it was
pop, op, and psychedelic art. Almost
all styles and schools of the seventies
have embodied a growing awareness of
nature: its beauty, fragility, and trans
cendent spirituality. Artists seem to
have taken clues and solutions from
forms not made by man.
Seventies artists were not so much
concerned with the development of
style as with the impetus behind cre
ation. Technique was not the key to
individual expression. The heart ruled
and guided the hand. And the hand
felt the earth.
If I were to choose two works that
summarize the aspirations and devel
opment of art in the seventies, I could
do no better than Christo’s Running
Fence and Judy Chicago's The Dinner
Party. Both are the result of a single
artist’s inspiration, yet both are the
result o f collective efforts. For Chicago
it was (he efforts of many women
artists. For Christo it was lawyers, pol
iticians, and other artists. As artistic
endeavors, the significance o f these
works can be found in the underlying
spiritual and political beliefs of their
creators. Running Fence was as much
a comment on the political and legal
system as on the beautiful forms of the
work and the landscape. The Dinner
Party drew attention to women’s
history not only in its subject m a tte r.
but also by using traditional women’s
mediums (textiles) as well as ceramics.
As an artistic statement. Running
Fence summarized the central aims of
the constructivist school; to create
works of art out of non-traditional
artist’s materials so that they relate to
and 'react with the environment
around it.
Running Fence not only succeeded
but transcended these constructivist
ideas. In part, the project worked be
cause of its immense scale. Twenty-
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four miles from end to end, the white
nylon panels filled with the gentle
spring breeze. Like a billowing ribbon
winding across the countryside, it
emphasized tW unity o f the earth and
the ultimate uselessness o f the divi
sions man has imposed upon it. This
unity‘amongst the earth and all who
live upon it could not have been more
convincingly shown. For those two
weeks in the spring of 1976, Christo
demonstrated that all the hills and seas
do indeed run together under one sky.
Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party
united two im portant trends in the
seventies: the resurgent interest in
women’s history and the emergence of
women’s art. It was a celebration
of wquien, both real and mythical, and
an.d»nowledgment of their importance
to human progress.
But more importantly. The Dinner
Party was a most apt symbol of the
qualities of women’s art and women.
By elevating the traditional skills assoc
iated with women (needlework, weav
ing, textiles, etc.) to a level higher than
mere craft, women’s att emphasizes
the life giving, the nurturing, the sus
taining qualities of the feminine. Like
a fiber, or a length of cord, it is in
finitely variable, yet strong; and when
woven together, these individual
strands become resilient yet capable of
taking another form. Whether alone or
bound together is essence and beauty.
Using dinner place settings, Judy
Chicago reminds us that to eat is to
nourish the life force. To eat com
munally is to honor one another and
bind life with common sustenance. The
quiet dignity of every place setting
commemorating am important woman,
and every name inscribed exuberently
in gold, points to a whole and better
future for women’s art, women and
meh. As The Dinner Party reminded
us, it is the cord which sustains us.

supper clubs, where the rule of
thumb was $15 cover, entrees from
$10 (or something to that effect).
The atmosphere was more casual,
and If the performers were not of
the stature of Peggy or Lena or
Ella, they were often no less tal
ented, and were shown to best
advantage in such intimate sur
roundings.
More an effect than a cause, but
important nonetheless, was the
fact that clubs, rock-oriented ones
In particular, afforded genuine
superstars the opportunity to keep
in touch with their audiences.
Brucelilorlngsteen and Patti Smith
would p ^ New York clubs like the
Bottom a n e and CBQB as a break
from the/mpersonal routines of au
ditoriums and concert halls. Here
In San Francisco, not long ago,
Judy Collins appeared at the Old
Waldorf, and Patti Smith and Nell
Young (separately, of course) at the
Boarding House. And Sarah
Vaughan regularly plays the Great
American Music Hall betweeri sell
outs at places like the Pararnount
Theatre and Carnegie Hall.
In short, then, during the '70s,
clubs and cabarets became, simul
taneously, a starting ground for
rising stars, a viable venue for
established artists whose' popular
ity had diminished, and a desirable
refuge for superstar performers.
The '70s in San Francisco saw
the emergency of a club scene as
diverse as one could possibly wish.
There are or were punk clubs
[Mabuhay Cardens), folk-oriented
coffeehouses {The Other Cafe,
Shady Qrove), showcases for local
performers {The Palms, Fanny's),
rock clubs {Old Waldorf), jazz clubs
{Keystone Korner, Christo’s), gayoriented boltes {The Mocambo,
The City, Redante’s), and, finally,
clubs like The Great American Mu
sic Hall, which defy categorization
by offering an admixture of differ
ent styles of music, (it has lent Its
stage, for Instance, to both local
favorite Pilar du Rem and the entire
Count Basle band.)
Unquestionably the finest of San
Francisco clubs. The Mocambo
closed Its doors In 1978 after a
mere two years in existence, but
during that time they brought to
the area the creme de la creme of
popular singers. It was The Mo
cambo who scored the unlikely
coup of luring Mabel Mercer from
her permanent roost In the cabaret
at New York's St. Regis Hotel for
her first local appearance In over
ten years. It was an engagement
which proved to be a landmark
event of the decade of popular
music in San Francisco.
An Intimate club with genuine
ambiance. The Mocambo struggled
to stay afloat during Its first months
as It tried to establish a following.

N i g h t L if e Is a C a b a r e t
C lu b s in th e '7 0 s
by Michael Mascloll
he 1970s saw a resurgence of
popularity for the club and
cabaret scene In the United States,
a renaissance which originated In
New York In the early part of the
decade and which figured prom
inently as a vital force in popular
music in the following years. Of
course, the terms club and cabaret
embrace a wide variety of estab
lishm ents from entertainm entoriented coffeehouses to posh
'supper clubs. But the type which
figures most prominently in this
renaissance (and In this overview)
Is unique. In his paperback biog
raphy of Bette Midler, Robb Baker
writes, "Featuring mostly female
vocalists and geared primarily at
a gay and young-swinger clientele
(always the vanguard of popular
taste, at least in New York), the
clubs are a far cry from the uptight
Persian Rooms and Rainbow Qrilis,
which, until the renaissance, pro
vided people with about their only
chance to see vocal talent.”
There is, of course, a long and
variegated history of clubs and
cabarets in the United States, par
ticularly In New York. At the leg
endary C otton Club and Cafe
Society In the '20s and '30s, equally
legendary performers like Billie
Hollda and Ethel Waters sang. '
uiraiana hosted the vanguard of
jazz— Charlie Parker, John Coltrane,
Count Basle, Miles Davis—through
out the '50s. In the '60s, Chubby
Checker gyrated at the l^ppermlnt
Lounge, while Bob Dylariwas get
ting his start In the folk clubs of
Greenwich Village. Later, the likes
of The Velvet Underground (featur
ing Lou Reed) ushered in the era of
psychedelic rock at places like The
Electric Circus and Max’s Kansas
City.
Baker traces the renaissance of
the '70s to, of all places. New
York's Continental Baths, the gay
bathhouse which initiated a pro
gram of entertainm ent In 1970,
nealy three years before the appear
ance of Reno Sweeney, the proto
type of the new nightclubs. Bette
Midler's antics at the baths did not
go unnoticed, and soon straight
couples were flocking In among
the towel-clad patrons to hear the
likes of M organa King, Sarah
Vaughan and opera star Eleanor
Stever (who actually recorded a
live album therel).
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B ette M id le r
Reno Sweeney opened in late
1972, offering fresh, promising
cabaret entertainment, and several
other niterles followed suit— the
Qrand Finale, Brothers and Sisters,
the Ballroom Restaurant, et al.—
but not all of them endured (the
pursuit of happiness often being
cruelly countered by the cold, hard
facts of economics).
Baker notes that the renaissance
followed "fast on the heels of Bette
Midler's success— so fast. In fact,
that It's difficult not to pose some
sort of cause-and-effect relation
ship. . . ." And, Indeed, Midler's
success was unprecedented for
this burgeoning milieu. She had
headlined Carnegie Hall even
before her first album was released,
and when It did appear. It climbed
Into the Top 10 on the national
charts, undoubtedly encouraging
others to try their hand w|th club
acts of their own.
Certainly her success must have
boded well to the owners of clubs
like those In which she had further
amassed her following after leav
ing the baths. Entrepreneurs
wanted to be the first on their block
to discover the “next” Bette Midler.
But It would be misleading to Imply
that the sole considerations of
those involved were mercenary.
Baker quotes a New York musician
who observed that ". . . Everyone
wanted to do a club act. Because
they had this talent, they had these
abilities. And there was nothing
else to do with it.”
Hand-in-hand with this went the
desire of the "hip” (read "gay")
crowd to discover a taiented new
comer, to savor the l-was-there
feeling that comes upon finding a
fiowering talent still confined to
small rooms, rooms that either
show that talent off to best advan

tage or else can barely contain It
(as In the cases of Jane Ollvor and
Midler, respectively). Among the
other performers who sprung from
this scene were The Manhattan
Transfer, Garland Jeffreys, Helen
Schneider, M eatloaf, and Peter
Allen.
Moreover, the dominion of rock
music, estab lish ed In the '60s,
began to diffuse somewhat In the
'70s. Midler, the Transfer, and the
Pointer Sisters (who hall from Oak
land) were all astonishingly versa
tile and enjoyed success with
songs spanning several decades
and musical genres. Also, in the
wake of the overwhelming re
sponse to the music of Carole King
and James Taylor, other singersongwriters of the '60s like JonI
Mitchell, Laura Nyro and Leonard
Cohen hit their stride—and new
comers like Melissa Manchester,
Phoebe Snow and Peter Allen
garnered acclaim— with their softer
sound and literate, probing songs.
And Jazz again came into its own,
with a new set of superstars and a
popularity that reached mass pro
portions. People were rediscover
ing the greatness of Billie Holiday
and Fats Waller. Alec Wilder pub
lished his im portant American
Popular Song. Morgana King's
New Beginnings was voted, of aii
things, one of Rolling Sfone’s ten
best albums of the year. Events
large and small were contributing
to Interest people In different
styles of music.
The club/cabaret scene took
advantage of this, taking to Its
heart seasoned veterans of popular
music who, almost without excep
tion, had found themselves without
recording contracts or bookings
after rock music became big busi
ness. Among them were artists like
Helen Humes (who had succeeded
B illie Holiday in Count Basie's
band In the '30s), Barbara Cook,
Frances Faye, Blossom Dearie and,
most rem arkably, blues singer
Alberta Hunter, who wrote “ Down
hearted Blues," Bessie Smith's
first recording, in 1922. At age 82,
Hunter returned to iive performing
after a 20-year absence. These per
formers were weii-received and
supported; they were given new re
cording contracts, their older
records were reissued, and they
again found themselves with night
club bookings.
Then there were the more prac
tical reasons for the resurgence of
the club scene. Cabarets were an
inexpensive aiternative to the posh

At first they attempted to book
worthy but relatively unknown
singers like Julie W ilson and
Delores Gray for two-week engage
ments, with disheartening results.
But then they began to tighten
things up: Lesser-known singers
were signed for one week, and big
ger draws— Carmen McRae, Eartha
KItt, Anita O'Day and Redd, Hedwig
and Crossley (formerly Bette Mid
ler's back-up trio, the Harlettes)—
were signed for two-week runs.
Suddenly The Mocambo was gain
ing momentum; the crowds were
swelling and engagements were
beginning to extend beyond two
weeks. Then just as suddenly. In
explicably, they closed their doors;
some say because the restaurant
they opened on the premises was
proving economically unfeasible.
Whatever the reason. The Mocambo
left behind a void In San Francisco
nightlife.
The^howroom at The City disco,
which had played Avis to The Mocambo’s Hertz, also featured top
cabaret tale n t— Morgana King,
Maxene Andrews (of the Andrews
Sisters), Charles Pierce, Frances
Faye, Esther Phillips— which they
rounded out with local performers
and a number of gay acts (e.g.,
comedian Michael Greer, singersongw riter Steven Grossman,
comedienne Pat Bond, and New
York's male vocal trio Gotham).
But The City was fated not to fill
that void, for less than a year after
the loss of The Mocambo, the club
opted for a more lucratively trendy
route and became a new wave
disco.
On the other hand, San Fran■ cisco features an abundance of
clubs which provide local aspirants
for stardom with opportunities to
develop a style and a (significantly
gay) following, which Is exactly
what has happened for performers
like Pilar du Rem, Nancy LaMott,
Sharon McKnIght, Pam Brooks, the
Toons, Faye Carol and Ruth Hast
ings (with McKnIght and Hastings
aided by the independently pro
duced solo albums).
The '80s have already gotten
underway in the club/cabaret
scene, with the opening of the
brand new Plush Room in the Hotel
York (one of the city's foremost
gay hotels), which has nabbed
McKnIght and Hastings for Jan
uary engagements. While Its grey
walls and tiny, tacky stage fail to
give It warmth or charm, it boasts
a relaxed atmosphere, an elaborate
stained glass celling, and no cover
or minimum (welcome news for
victims of the current economic
crunch). Furthermore, the tables
are not uncomfortably crammed
together, as In some clubs, and the
room Itself Is Intimate yet able to
house a good-sized crowd.

Upon seeing it. It struck me as,
physically, the most suitable re
placement for The Mocambo (and
The City) that San Francisco cur
rently has to offer, and I couldn't
help but hope that their policy of
booking local talent will serve as a
springboard to accom m odating
those artists left "homeless'' by
the demise of those clubs. For
that is the dilemma confronting
the otherwise healthy San Fran
cisco club scene as we enter the
'80s: Where will such performers
play?
True, some, like Carmen McRae,
Blossom Dearie and jazz singer
Bob Dorough, alternated between
The Mocambo and The Great Amer
ican Music Hall all along. And The
Great American alone has periodi
cally presented the likes of Sarah
Vaughan, Betty Carter and female
Impressionist Craig Russell. They
have slated jazz stylist Carol Sloane
for a January appearance, and
certainly performers like Esther
Phillips, Anita O'Day and, con
ceivably, Barbara Cook and Helen
Humes could play there with suc
cess. But even if they did. The
Music Hall hasn't the same Inti
mate atmosphere that these per
formers enjoyed previously and
that. In many cases, complemented
their performing and vocal styles
so well.

And what cabare][ would be regal
enough In which to present Mabel
Mercer, if we are ever fortunate
enough to be graced with her pres
ence again? And what of fine
singers like Maxene Andrews,
Frances Faye and Julie Wilson,
who have not appeared here
enough to have acquired the fol
lowing they are capable of attract
ing? True, Chez Jaques, heretofore
a showcase for local performers,
recently booked M ichael Greer
(nationally known from his appear
ances In The Rose and Fortune
and M en’s Eyes). But will they con
tinue in this vein? Can they afford
artists of a somewhat higher cal
ibre? Will other small clubs follow
suit? Or will the proper kind of club
appear to fill the void? O r— heaven
fo rb id — w ill such performers
simply bypass San Francisco In
the future?
Because audiences have come
to appreciate the torrent of talent
unleashed upon them In the '70s
in local clubs and cabarets. It would
be ludicrous to sound the death
knell for these clubs. There Is real
diversity In the clubs presently
flourishing, and they give promise
of growth and change In the '80s.
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Is uneven, as, I supposed, it Is
bound to be with 18 principles (al
though even the origirial cast album
seems to feature more uniformly
satisfying performances). The
orchestra pit has been covered and
the resulting sound Is muffled; And
the set, a stark rehearsal hall. Is
dull, oppressive black that cc
stantly manages to offend the <
fven peripherally (save wherT the
now-famous, impressive revolving
mirrored back wall slips into view).
More Im portantly, however,
much of Michael Bennett's chore
ography, while high on energy. Is
slim on Inspiration. For a show
that Is, on one level, about dancing.
Its terpslchorean treats are meager.
And portions of Marvin Hamllsch's
dance music are a stale, plastic
strain of pseudo-rock less worthy
of Broadway than of production
numbers by The Carol Burnett
Show’s Ernie Flatt dancers. Some
of the songs are singularly lacking
In melody, and while mellifluence
Is not a prerequisite to a good
song, these gain their stature and
conviction thanks to Edward
Kleban’s Ivrics.
A Chorus Une Is a profoundly
moving and humanistic theatre
piece. Few musicals that preceded
or followed It achieved its depth.
Indeed, it is that rare bird of the
theatre— a musical that has a multi
tude of good intentions and ac
tually succeeds in living up to them.

.

Jazz women of the 1970's heard
the march of the Women's Move
ment and wove complicated rhy
thms between, around, above and
below the beat of that different
drummer. Today thousands of
women are coming out of the cloeet
blowing horns and pounding con
gas. Jazz woman, your name Is
legion.
The network of jazz women Is a
supportive one. Rhiannon, lead
singer of Allve\, an all-woman jazz
group which played to a sold-out
crowd last Saturday night at La
Pena, credits Marian McPartland
with being the most visible sup
portive jazz musician today. “She
heard a tape of ours, wrote us a let
ter and helped us find an engineer
for our album. I've never even met
her.”
The consummate musicianship
of Marian McPartland demands at
tention. Rather than hog the lime
light, however, McPartland lets It
spill over onto the talents of other
women. Talking with her Is like tak
ing a guided tour through the halls
of. jazz.
"There have been good women
players all along,” asserts McPart
land. “Louis Armstrong's first wife,
Lil Hardin, played on some of his
most historical records. She was
one of the greatest musicians
ever.” After Louis' death, Lil died
with her boots on In the midst of
taping a tune for a television
special on his life. “Jazz and rag
time women players date back to
1910,”
explains
McPartland.
Women who played at home were
responsible for the flourishing rag
time sheet music industry.
Mary Lou Williams, perhaps the
best-known woman In ja tz today,
learned to play ragtime and spiri
tuals from her mother. The only
musician who has participated In all
the eras of jazz history, she Is “top
banana because of her early begin
nings, the way she's kept up with
things and has changed her style to
keep contemporary.” A strong In
fluence on Thelonlous Monk and
Charlie Parker, Williams is just as
exciting today. She plans to pro
duce a series of jazz albums fea
turing women.

This supportiveness Is a theme
repeated time and again by all the
women Interviewed. Terry Garthwaite observes that “people are
more willing to listen, to women
who play jazz now. There are so
many women playing their Ins
truments—and being good—and
that's exciting.” Philip Elwood, jazz
critic for the San Francisco Ex
aminer, agrees with the mjj^icians
who attributed this to the push of
the women's movement in general.
Elwood acknowledges that It has
not been nearly enough, and, “genartf ly speaking, has been too selfconscious.” He talked of the diffi
culty of the female vocalist, who
has become stereotyped as the sex
symbol for the band. “If she brings
In a male bass player, people as
sume something Is going on be
tween them. If she brings In a fe
male, they assume she's a lesbian.”
Elwood is optimistic about the
future for women In jazz, noting that
more women are pisiying all kinds of
Instruments. “There is a generation
of new musicians coming out of
high school where girls play everythings. The old guard Is holding the
line, but even Stan Qetz has worked
with women. And the rise of New

Wave and Punk is significant In its
use of more women instrumenta
lists.”
Linda Tillery, vocalist/drummer
(Olivia Records), points out. There
are more visible women in jazz
now,” but asks, “How long could It
be suppressed?” She admits there
are more women music majors in
colleges today arKi forecasts: “In
fifteen years, all the young women
who have had the advantage of see
ing those of use who have been
forerunners will have that much of a
headstart.”
Tillery has appeared before many
women's audiences, but like Garthwalte and Alive!, wants to play for
everyone. “No one said it would be
easy. I don't expect it to be, but I'm
going to stay here. I have most of
my life Invested in my music. And I
love It."
These women are just beginning
to receive the recognition they
deserve. Women who have always
been there, such as Melba Liston
and Martha Young, arKf the musi
cians who came out of the women's
movement are working together to
get through to the straight press, to
appear not only in women's clubs
but In jazz clubs.
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tively step Into the spotlight to
offer. In speech or song, a brief but
essential glimpse into their lives,
ambitions and love of dance. They
are finalists for the chorus line and
here, as In Hfe, the 8x10 glossy no
longer represents you; who you are
is no longer to be found In your
resume or your portfolio. And the
Interaction In A Chorus U ne Is not
so much between the dancers
themselves as between the dancers
and Zach, a frequently heard-butnot-seen presence, a voice like the
voice of heaven Itself, booming
through a loudspeaker, ultimately
to pass judgment on the dancers.
And like life, the show alternates
between wide-awake realism and
dreamlike surrealism , past and
present, reality and memory, a situ
ation enhanced by the songs, which
range from kaleidoscopes of rem
iniscences such as “At the Ballet”
and "Hello Twelve, Hello Thirteen,
Hello Love" to Val’s blunt and ■
pragmatic "Dance: Ten; Looks:
Three” (Dance: ten; looks: three/
And I'm still on unemployment/
Dancin' for my own enjoym ent J
Tits and ass/Bought m'self a fancy
palr/Tightened up the derrlere/DId
the nose with it/AII that goes with
I t . . ./Suddenly I'm getting national
tours”).
To be sure, A Chorus Une Itself
and this particular production of It
have their share of flaws, not all of
them easily overlooked. The acting

The March Hair
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IN C L U D E S
C O N T IN E N T A L
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A Chorus Une, on its third go^ Ir o u n d in the Bay Area, con
tinues to attract SRO crowds— this
tim e at the newly refurbished
Golden Gate Theatre. And small
wonder, for the show (which won,
among many other awards, the Pul
itzer Prize for Drama) is arguably
the most important musical of
the '70s.
The show, as its title suggests,
and as must be common knowledge
by now, is about 17 dancers audi
tioning for a spot In the chorus of
a musical. Period.
With no traditional story or plot
development to speak of, A Chorus
Une manages to achieve drama and
tension almost solely by exploring
the small, basic human Interactions
between and thoughts of people
like ourselves. People like Paul
(Stephen Crenshaw), who movingly
and evocatively recalls his first
dancing job, as a performer in a
drag show, and his parents' subse
quent discovery of the fact. And
people like Cassie, who has had
featured parts in musicals and has
tasted bigger and better things.
Beckoned at one point by Holly
wood, only to be ultimately tossed
aside, she returns unashamed to
auditioning, eager for a job, any
job, this job, despite Zach, the
director's remonstrationsJhat she
is too good for the chorus. "I'd be
proud to be dancing in that line,”
she counters, and. In one of the
show's most dramatic moments,
she joins the others as they run
through a routine, only to have
Zach bark at her for over-dancing—
tossing her head more vigorously
than the rest, swiveling her hips a
little too much—rather than blend
ing smoothly, anonymously into
the line. It is disquieting to watch
her attempts to stifle her star qual
ities, like a proud, wild horse being
roped into submission. (The climax
of the show, needless to say,
comes with the selection of eight
of the seventeen hopefuls for the
chorus.)
On a greater level, the show
serves as a metaphor for life Itself.
The dancers literally and figura-
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Broadway Expands

Forbidden Books
by Sue Zemel

Musicals in the '70s
by Larry Blake
he 70s were, without question,
the most important years for
the American musical theatre.
Since 1927, the year that gave us
Show Boat, the musical theatre
has tried to perfect the formula of
Integrating drama with music and
dance.
At the close of the ’60s, Hello
Dolly I, Fiddler On the Roof, Man of
La Mancha, Marne, Cabaret, Prom
ises Promises, and 1776 were all
running on Broadway. Audiences
expected and got the old formula.
In 1968, Hair hit Broadway and
changed a lot of Ideas. It aban
doned character development, and
plot was left to go begging. If the
characters In Hair had names, they
had no roles in the old fashioned
sense of the word. Then too, the
music was modern and rocky, and
the dance was disturbingly naked.
Hair was a wild success.
This success led to the success
In the 70s of the rock musical, the
black musical, and, oddly enough,
the traditional musical. The idea of
the musical show had been shaken
up and changed—and the process
revitalized the whole concept.
After Hair, there was an ava
lanche of rock musicals, and most
of them wore really terrible. They
featured loud, obnoxious orchestra
tions that made the walls shake,
and a lot of nudity for the sake of
(ever decreasing) shock value.
Qodspell, Jesus Christ Superstar
and Evlta were all more financially
successful than artistically suc
cessful. These were musicals that
substituted theatrical tricks and
gimmicks for honest theatre.
When producer Harry Rigby got
the idea of bringing back Ruby
Keeler in a revival of No, No, Nan
ette, he couldn't possibly have
imagined the Pandora’s box he
was opening. Ruby and Nanette
were such a big hit that they
spawned a nostalgia craze that still
continues. Currently on Broadway,
and even In the musical sticks (read
San Francisco) we are beseiged by
aging stars In old vehicles (consider
Dick Van Dyke In The Music Man
and Debbie Reynolds in Qypsy).
But the nostalgia craze also
spawned new musicals. The most
successful musical of the decade,
and the longest running show In
Broadway history Is Grease. It had
a clever book that made fun of the
'50s, and a score that passed
muster. When Sandy, the Ingenue
of Grease sings “I can’t even find
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my corsage, oh gee/lt fell down Ihe
sewer with my sister’s I.D.”, you
know that you are being given a
sweetened version of the ’50s, and
are possibly being reminded -of
how glad you are that those years
are over.
It is unfortunate that most of the
black musicals of the ’70s never
really succeeded In appealing to
the larger audience. Many had
energy and charm. A in ’t Supposed
to Die a Natural Death, Inner City,
Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope,
Raisin, and Bubbling Brown Suspar,
somehow never succeeded in
reaching beyond their enthusiastic
black audiences.
But Purlle, Ain't Misbehavin', and
The WIz had broader appeal. Purlle
had one of the d ecad e’s best
scores, and had the super energy
of Melba Moore. The WIz suc
ceeded, especially with Its dancing
tornado. In dreaming up some the
atrical Innovations that were really
exciting. And A in ’t M isbehavin'
became more than Just a tribute to
Fats Waller— it beca^ne a celebra
tion of the spirit of Waller and black
music that gets the Joints Jumpin'
at every performance.
The audience that stayed away
from rock musicals and black musi
cals tended to patronize more tra
ditional musicals. The Rothschilds,
Sugar, Seesaw, Shenandoah, On
the 20th Century, The Best Little
Whorehouse In Texas and Annie
were all slick, well polished and
comforting to audiences that didn’t
want to be shook up.
Perhaps the best of this type of
musical was Sondheim’s A Little
N ig h t Music. Based on Ingmar
Bergman’s film Smiles of a Summer
N ight, the plot and characters
were charming and complex. The
score might not leave you whistling,
but it encompassed a wide and
fascin atin g variety of musical
forms. Traditional ballads ("You
M ust Meet My W ife ”) are set
against ballet (“The Night Waltz”),
complex musical scenes ("Now,”
"Later,” “Soon”), a wonderful pro
duction number (”A Weekend In
the Country”), and the almost oper
atic "Send In the Clowns.” The way
the songs were welded to the ac
tion gave audiences the sense that
they were seeing an important
development in the American musi
cal theatre.
When Company opened on April
26,1970, It looked and sounded like
no other musical in theatre history.
It featured a series of scenes that
Involved various married couples
trying to convince a single man

No one lives In this room w ithout
confronting the whiteness of the
wall behind the poems, pisnks of
books, photdgrsphs of dead
heroines. Without contemplating
last and late the true rtature of
poetry. The drive to connect. The
dream of a common language.
—Adrienne Rich
from "Origins and History
o f Consciousness,”
The Dream o f e Common Language

F o llies
that living with someone else Is
the best thing that can happen to
anyone. Virtually the same scene
is repeated over and over as the
man goes from couple A to couple
B to couple C. In a traditional
musical the plot would be struc
tured to make us anxious to see
whether Bobby (the character In
question) gets married. Company
was rare In that Its characters were
more Im portant than Its plot.
Indeed, one might question
whether It had a plot at all.
Sondheim’s score for Company
included what he calls his "atti
tu d e ” song. When three young
women sing "You could drive a per
son crazy,” In reference to Bobby,
the song does nothing to advance
the plot. Instead It gives us Insight
into the characters. As the song
says, Bobby Is the type that ”Tltllates a person and then leaves her
flat.” Before musicals like Company
and A Little Night Music, Broadway
shows were about character and
action. Sondheim focused our in
terest on character, and charac
ter only.
When Sondheim wrote Follies,
he showed that the American musi
cal theatre could sustain a serious
approach. Follies Is not only the
best musical of the '70s, it Is the
measure of every serious musical
that came after It.
Four ex-Follies stars return to
the theatre In a reunion to remln-

isce about their lives. Slowly we
discover that the years have dis
torted their memories. They re
member the past, not as It was, but
as they wish it had been. The audi
ence sees the present and relives
the past with the characters. While
Dorothy Collins, for Instance, as
Sally, teJIs us of the glorious
romance she had with Ben, a young
Sally and Ben appear on another
part of the stage, simultaneously
showing us that what Sally so
fondly remembers as a romance
was really a one night stand.
The American musical- theatre
really began with Show Boat in
1927. W ith Sondheim ’s Follies,
musicals had developed a new and
sophisticated form of theatre that
was as artful as any of the long
standing forms of the theatre world.
Musicals had really arrived.
The decade closed with Sweeney
Todd and Evlta, both of which seem
empty and artificial. Nevertheless,
the musical theatre in America has
grown up. It can support the rich
emotion of Follies, the cooly silly
satire of Grease, the weary sophis
tication of A Little Night Music,
and the sheer nonsense of The Best
Little Whorehouse In Texas. The
American musical theatre has dem
onstrated that it can grow and
become richer In meaning. That Is
a great promise for the years
to come.

Like many young women I read
my way into feminism and lesbian
ism as the decade began.
The hottest book that passed
from woman to woman at the small
midwestem college I attended was
Rita Mae Brown’s Rubyfrult Jungle.
Its literary merit may have been
debatable but without a doubt the
book’s subject matter made many
of us glow. With the coming of
Molly Bolt, the audacious young
dyke of Brown’s first novel, at last
we had a character with whom to
Identify.
As more and more lesbians wrote
about their lives the well of loneli
ness turned Into a fountain of
shared vision.
Bertha Harris, a lesbian author.
In a speech before the Modern
Language Association observed
that, "much of what a lesbian is,
this new work is telling us, is that
which has been unspeakable about
women.”
What lesbian writers began talk
ing about was the Intensity be
tween women. Their fiction, non
fiction, and poetry explored not
only the sexual intimacy between
women but the political connec
tions feminists were making as
well. Adrienne Rich stated that
"without an articular lesbian fem
inist movement lesbian writing
would still be lying In the closet
where many of us used to Set read
ing forbidden books 'In a bad
light.’ ’’
Feminism had a great deal to do
with the proliferation of lesbian
literature In the ’70s, as did the
estab lish m e n t of independent
women’s presses and publishing
houses like Daughter’s Inc., Diana
Press, and The Women’s Press
Collective.
Feminist and lesbian literary and
cultural Journals such as Sinister
Wisdom, Conditions, Heresies, and
Chrysalis were created, providing a
place for women’s works.
Lesbians no longer had to de
pend on the traditional male literary
establishment although ten years
later Norton, Dell, Random House,
and Bantam would publish the
writing of several lesbian authors.

No matter what genre they’ve
chosen, lesbian writers have strug
gled to use language In new ways,
to find words and Images that
reflect the woman-identified nature
of their experience.
Susan Griffin, In the dedication
of her poetic-prose work. Woman
and Nature explains that, "these
words are written for those of us
whose language Is not heard,
whose words have been stolen or
erased, those robbed of language
who are called voiceless or mute,
even the earthworms, even the
shellfish and sponges, for those of
us who speak our own language.”
Olga Broumas, who won the Yale
Younger Poets Award In 1978 for
her brilliant collection of lesbian
poetry. Beginning With O, conveys
the passion and purpose of lesbian
writers of the decade:
"I am a woman committed to
apolltics
of transliteration, the methodology
of a mind
stunned at the suddenly
possible shifts of meaning—
for which
like amnesiacs
in a ward on fire, we must
find words
or burn.”
As a visit to a local woman’s
bookstore wilt corroborate, there Is
a wide variety of lesbian literature
from which to choose.
W hat follows Is a very In
complete list of some lesbian writ
ing well worth your reading.
Monique Wittig
Les Guerlllares
Lesbian Body
Lesbian People
Adrienne Rich
,
Twenty-One Love Poems
On Lies
Secrets and Silences
Of Woman Born
Mary Daly
Qyn/Ecology
Sally Gearhart
The Wanderground
Blanche M. Boyd
Mourning the Death of Magic
May Sarton
Mrs. Stevens Hears the
Mermaids Singing
Reckoning

by Del DeMunoz
ny thoughtful observer of film
In the ’70s will realize that It
was a decade more concerned with
special effects than feminism.
Instead of creating movies con
cerned with women and their grow
ing awareness of themselves, pro
ducers concentrated on the easy
money they could make with spe
cial tricks. Money lusting movie
producers gobbled up any possi
bilities film had of confronting the
problems of women, gays and other
minorities.
Most of the films of the early '70s
were male dominated (consider
Patton, The French Connection
and The Qodlather). Even possible
exceptions such as Carnal Knowl
edge or Love Story, films that in
cluded women as Important char
acters, seemed dominated by male
sexual fantasy.
There were a few exceptions to
this trend—Jane Fonda won an
academy award for her role as a
classy whore with a brain in Klute,
and Shelly Winters demonstrated
that a chubby, loveable grand
mother could swim In The Poseidon
Adventure. These were roles that
made us care about these women
and understand them better even
though the characters remained
true to Hollywood stereotypes.
Even at the end of the decade,
after years of Women’s Liberation
being a subject of thought and con
cern, movies were still being made
with a ’50s mentality. Characters
m ight reflect the progress of
women by being professionals
(doctors, lawyers, bankers, etc.),
but It was clear that these women
were really helpless and emotional
creatures, whatever their employ
ment status.
In Time Alter Time, the heroine
(a banker) Is dippy and dumb about
everything but business, and In
. . . And Justice for All, the enlight
ened moral standards of the Al
Pacino character are firmly con
trasted with the inflexible conserv
atism of the female attorney. These
roles don’t seem far removed from

-t>y Lany Blake

the pristine sweethearts or the
bouncy beach bunnies of earlier
Hollywood decades. Even those
stereotypes were revived in the
name of nostalgia In '70s movies
such as Grease and Saturday Night
Fever.
One might expect more from
In tellig en t film s. Woody Allen
helped Annie Hall to seriously ex
amine herself and her relationships
with men, and then In Manhattan
created a set of women characters
that seemed reminiscent of a pack
of wolves after a bad week In
the hills.
Mind you, I think that Manhattan
was a truly excellent and affecting
film, but the women characters
seemed to be textbook Illustrations
of anti-feminist ideas. The Diane
Keaton character Is neurotic to the
point of cliche (" I’m beautiful,
b rig h t. . . Oh, I’m all fucked upl”),
the mother is a family eating mon
ster, and even the hero’s ex-wlfe Is
a bitchy lesbian who wields a pen
like a sword. Isn’t there more than
a trace of misogyny In the hero’s
reflection that having two mothers
has to be damaging to his son?
But lesbian women should have
little reason to expect much from
Hollywood—the city that churned
out that little gem, A Different
Story. This was a film that clearly
reaffirmed the idea that the road to
happiness Is paved with hetero
sexuality. Meg Foster was dazzlingly attractive as Stella, a real
estate agent, but all too soon It was
an attractiveness framed by aprons,
baby bottles and strong male arms.
Lesbianism Is seen as a habit rather
than an orientation . . . so while the
film was pleasantly comic in some
ways, the laughter was poisoned by
the Ignorance and hatred of the
film ’s ideas.
But the decade was not without
some redeeming films. The Turning
Point featured fine performances
by Shirley McLaine and Anne Ban
croft In roles that were complex
and Intelligent. Jane Fonda also
made films that featured women
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he task of defining a play as
being part of "Gay Theatre”
was an easy one In the ’60s. Plays,
like The Boys In the Band, Norman,
la That You? and The Killing of
S later George were sensational
plays that shouted the existence of
a homosexual lifestyle.
In the early ’70s, however, things
changed a bit. It became fashion
able to feature a token gay charac
ter In a straight play or musical.
Coco, Applause, The Gingerbread
Lady, and Small Cratt Warnings all
featured queer characters. If some
of these plays were more exploitive
than others, they all had one posi
tive factor In common— gays wsre
being shown as a part of society as
a whole.
The play that set the tempo for
the years that followed was, per
haps, Simon Gray’s Butley. Butley
was an English college professor
whose character was being eaten
away by sexual dissatisfaction and
academic disillusionment. Crises
occur in the form of Butley’s lover
and his wife leaving him, and In his
Increasing difficulty with relating
to his students. He even cuts him
self while shaving. The play’s end
shows us a character whose selfconfidence and self respect has
totally disintegrated. If Butley Is
perceived as a man with a problem
that problem is not his homosexu
ality perse.
Find Your Way Home by John
Hopkins, with Its plot about a man
who falls Into hustling after being
abandoned by his lover, was a
deeper look at the problems of
homosexuality, but Its focus stayed
firmly on a discussion of the prob
lems and consequences of being
in love.
The RItz, by Terrence McNally
took a seamy setting and used It as
the backdrop for a farce as Inno
cent (?) and as delightful as a farce
by Feydeau. The whole play was
designed to show off Rita Morsno’s
unforgettable performance as
Google Gomez, a torchy latin
chanteuse who talks In fractured
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Jane Fonda In Julia
characters that were round and
real . . . consider The China Syn
drome, California Suita, and espe
cially, the overwhelmingly beautiful
and powerful Julia. Fonda and Red
grave portrayed the characters of
Heilman’s Pentimento as women
who were strong, independent,
courageous and loyal. They were
absolutely devoted to the love their
special friendship provided. This
was a relationship that showed
women in a relationship founded
on an affectionate desire for honest
communication. Their last meeting
in the pub emphasizes that women
are capable of love, strength and
a heroic sense of direction.
W e can only hope that the ’80s
will bring us more films with the
depth and intelligence of Julia. ■

Englleh.
A number of other plays found
dramatic possibilities In treating
homosexual characters sensation
ally. The Faggot, a gay version of
Hair; Hosanna in which a leather
number fantasized himself as Eliz
abeth Taylor In Cleopatra; Tubatrip,
another bath-house farce that had
only naked bodies to recommend
it. P.S. Your Cat Is Dead, and Naomi
Court were suspensful dramas, but
they both showed homosexuals
victimizing each other. This was a
theme that found its ultimate ex
pression In Kennedy’s Children.
Kennedy's Children showed six
characters In a bar lamenting the
end of the glories of the ’60s. The
one homosexual character. Sparger,
laments loud and long the end of
the era of the Cafe La Mama, and
the theatre of sensationalism. In
taking Its wry look at these charac
ters, the play falls to grasp that It
was Just that theatre of sensation
alism that was putting an end to
"Gay Theatre.”
The Shadow Box, Gemini, and
5th o f July, were all plays that were
secondarily about homosexuality
In heterosexual environments. The»
Shadow Box, by Michael Cristofer
was about a bisexual being con
fronted by his lover and ex-wlfe in
a hospital for the terminally ill.
Gem ini was a casual look at a
young man making the choice be
tween a homosexual or hetero
sexual lifestyle. Its environment
was a heterosexual "blue collar”
fam ily. In 5th of July the main
character, Kenneth, is a homo
sexual cripple who feels sorry for
h im s elf— but not because he’s
homosexual but because he’s a
cripple. In less than ten years we'd
gone from Michael’s self-hatred In
The Boys In the Band to the un
questioned acceptance of homo
sexuality In 5th of July.
Without plays like Gemini and
5th o f July, where homosexuality
almost became acceptable, there
could never have been a play
like Bent.
The conflict of Bent Is hetero
sexual, but Its environment Is def
initely homosexual. Plays about
homosexuality can now take place

In homosexual environments with
out having to deal with conflicts
unique to homosexuality.
Bant takes place during the
prosecution of gays In Nazi
Germany. Its main conflict is within
the character. Max. Max doesn’t
believe In love among homosexu
als. He believes they can only
obtain some degree of friendship.
Max Is also determined to stay alive
and survive the Nazi holocaust.
These two things, love and survival,
are shown as being at odds with
each other. Max helps his "friend”
Rudy escape because of his "frlerxlshlp,” yet when he Is asked by the
Nazis If Rudy Is his friend, he
denies Rudy’s existence. His will
to survive Is stronger than his love.
In the second act, we are Intro
duced to a new male character,
Horst. Max and Horst are inmates
in a Nazi concentration camp.
Horst wears his pink triangle,
classifying him as a homosexual.
Max has convinced the Nazis that
he Is a Jew, so he gets to wear a
yellow star. But Horst Is determined
that Max should admit to loving
men. But Max’s desire to live Is
stronger than his desire to love.
The play demonstrates that (he will
to survive In Max Is stronger than
any sexual orientation, homosexual
or heterosexual.
Theatre in the Seventies has
shown a slow blending of gAy
people Into plays of universal Im
portance. The fact that a character
In a play Is gay Is secondary. The
character has become the most
important element of the play. Gay
ness is rarely the primary theme of
plays, even when the play’s audi
ence is homosexual. A current re
write of The Boys In the Band might
show a Michael who was not afraid
of being a homosexual.
W e’ve come a long ways from
Tea and Sympathy, where homo
sexuality was shown as an embar
rassment. And we’ve a long way to
go. But with the development In
the theatre of characters like Ken
neth In 5th of July and Horst and
Max In Bent, the future of gays In
the theatre looks positive. In the
theatre, gays are finally being seen
as people.
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ORIGINAL DEFECTIVE

P eter Illyich is xxx
S. F. Sym phony Review
by Don Bailantync
If Cay Liberation were in search of a
signature tune, it could not choose a
better one than the conclusion oi
Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony. The
coda explicitly affirms Tchaikovsky’s
homosexuality as a source of power,
not weakness.
How do we know this?
Well, before Ken Russell came along
to give us his cinematic ideas about the
compioser, music lovers went through a
phase of reading up on a symphonist
and the work they were going to
hear—their musicial homework. One
of the standard books about sym
phonies contained the following words
on Tchaikovsky’s Fifth.
We are reminded of a certain great
temptation to which all men are sub
ject and some fall,—however reluc
tantly. Throughout there is a vein of
daemonic.
Nobody wants to be the last person on
the block to outgrow Tchaikovsky, so I
never checked this puzzling reference
out. The notes in the San Francisco
Symphony’s program booklet for the
concerts two weeks ago helped to
clarify the mysterious temptation and
reluctant fall. Concerning the Fifth
Symphony Michael Steinberg writes.
There is, however, a notebook page
outlining the scenario for the first
movement: “ Introduction. Complete
resignation before Fate, or, which is
the same, before the inscrutable
predestinaton of Providence. Allegro
(I) M u rm u rs, d o u b ts, p la in ts,
reproaches against xxx. (II) Shall I
throw myself in the embraces of
faith???’’
xxxis less U)tely^ w b ^ a ijuticular
person thM
' *
usually refer to in
THA T —his hon
In the course o f this iy n fiM ||^ T lrtA ,'
the composer works through theme*
xxx to arrive at a glorious peroraton,
the blazing epilogue to the nnale. The
“ Fate” motif, as critics generally refer
to it,works against the romantic
melancholy and longings present in the
melodies developed throughout the
other three movements. Tchaikovsky
gives it its most brutal utterance in the
second movement. The main theme of
this movement has enjoyed a separate
existence as “ None but the Lonely
H eart.’’ That lonely heart gets
stomped on, not once, but twice by the
xxx theme in the course of the move. ment.

The change of xxx from a disruptive
force or tragic element in the sym
phony occurs in the last movement
where Tchaikovsky transforms it by
means o f a change in key, from e
minor to E major, and a change in
rhythm, a march. Romantic agonies,
Byronic brooding, Russian melan
choly, personal anxiety, all take on the
form of optimism. But Tchaikovsky
locates this affirmative outlook not in
a new melody but within the xxx theme
itself. When the coda arrives, the dying
fall and nostalgic droop of a number
of the secondary themes are trans
figured into arches that fall only to rise
again; and the primary motif shines
triumphantly through in the trumpets.
The autobiographical element exists
as part of the symphonies musical
logic. For a time, at least, Tchaikovsky
has come to terms with what he always
considered a problem, “ deep pain
...and potential cause o f scandal,” as
the annotator puts it.
That is why this concluding trium
phal march seems especially appro
priate as a signature theme for Cay
Liberation. This interpretation of the
symphony and its epilogue does not
diminish or restrict its meaning. On
the contrary it compels everyone to
recognize that all genuine triumphs
arise from inner confrontation and
the struggle for self-acceptance. Tchai
kovsky has given shape and form to
what gays experience in a dramatic
way, but to what others face in less
discernible ways, and under less ex
treme social pressures. His song of
personal victory belongs to everyone
because o f his “Fate,” not in spite of it.
The San Francisco Symphony's per
formance of this work under the direcits Assoewte Conductor, David
ft, pMMpts ’these Tcflecperfaiituiriefts 'themselves
2-5) are past history by now,
t they live in memory. The orchestra
played as if their lives depended on it
and they were discovering the work for
the first time. 1 heard the performance
in U.C. Berkeley’s Zellerbach Audi
torium where the superior acoustics
and incandescent playing miraculously
changed an old warhorse into a young
stallion. Possibly too wild an animal.
The earlier climaxes were so exciting
that they robbed the coda of some of
its exuberance.
The program consisted of three
works, all by Slavic composers. The
co n tem p o rary Polish com poser,
Witold Lutoslawski’s Venetian Games

started the evening, Prokofieffs Third
Piano Concerto with Ganick Ohlsson
as solist followed, and the Tchaikov
sky Fifth Symphony concluded the
evening: Slavic abstract, Slavic witty,
and Slavic wild.

R o c k i n t h e ^70s

O f the three composers, Lutoslawski
is probably the least known. The stan
dard Polish reference work on music
states flatly, “ He’s the most important
creative force among Polish composers
today.”
Without the music of Venetian
Games before me, I cannot assess how
well Ramadanoff and the reduced or
chestra the composer specified brought
off the five pieces. I suspect that
Lutoslawski’s background as a mathe
matician gives the work an arithmetical
proportion not immediately grasped
on a first hearing. The same Polish
re fe re n c e
book
sta te s
th a t
Lutoslawski’s characteristic harmonies
also have an underlying mathematical
logic. Venetian Games would almost
certainly repay careful study. On the
first hearing I detected nothing Vene
tian or gamesome in the proceedings.
Just as “ None but the Lonely
Heart” from the second movement of
Tchaikovsky’s Fifth has led an ex
istence of its own, so also has the first
movement o f the Prokofieff Third
Piano Concerto. It serves as the music
for the first part of Anthony T udor’s
ballet. Gala Performance. The concer
to bustles with excitement and bristles
with with—and with difficulties for the
piano soloist. Ohlsson has technique to
bum and the orchestra cooperated
with him beautifully. In the first move
ment, for example, piano and piccolo
skirmish like two hummingbirds.
Unless the players are absolutely
together, the harmonies lose their
sting. The passage and the perfor
mance as a whole had the requisite
velocity, precision, and humor.
Ohisson’s playing was enormously
satisfying on another count. The Prokofieff Third offers the soloist lots of
virtuoso display but little inwardness.
It has only two moments of lyrical
repose. It is all mockery and chilly neoclassicism. Ohlsson seemed completely
at home in ProkofiefFs ice palace. But
this is not his real home. As the winner
of the Chopin competition in 1970, the
first time 1 heard him play, he lived in
the warmth, lyricism, and introspec
tion of Chopin’s music. He seemed un
shaken by the tensions of competition
or by the technical demands o f the
music. His performance of the Pro
kofieff Third showed off his versatility
and growth as an artist.
The concert was a fine one, but it of
fered the additional satisfaction of
three different kinds of music all
rooted in Slavic soil.
continued on page 16

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus

Gay Ambassadors
by R. Morgan Ellis
The San Francisco Gay Freedom
Day Marching Band and Twirling
Corps made its debut just a year and a
half ago before 3(X),000 people at the
Gay Freedom Day Parade. The band’s
founder and conductor Jon Sims
credits the past decade starting with the
Stonewall roits for the band’s ex
istence.
Expanding on this historic perspec
tive, Sims points out how over the last
10 years, “ gay people started coming
out and resisting what we felt the world
was doing to us. So this past decade
has been one of very important resisience. We had to have that or we
would not have been able to have the
band. This is just the beginning. Back
in 1968 we planted the seeds for what I
feel are going to be some incredible
happenings in the arts.”
in March of 1979, the Golden Gate
Performing Arts (GGPA) was incorpo
rated as a nonprofit organization ded
icated to a goal of “ creating a cultur
ally expressive community that pro
motes personal growth and well
being.” Today the GGPA acts as an
umbrella, coordinating almost 300
musicians: the Marching Band, the'Shn
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, a preci
sion drill team, and the Performing
Arts Association. The Perforinng Arts
Associatiot) is a fund-raising/support
group.
The open membership has created a
musical family of males and females of
all sexual preferences. Personally dis
liking the social setting of the straight
musical world due to its uptight macho
competiveness, Sims sees open mem
bership “ as a new way of relating” .
According to band flutist Ted Neff,
the birth of the Marching Band marked
‘the beginning of a gay musical move-

ment in the community” . In addition
to the organizations under the GGPA
umbrella this musical environment is
responsible for generating numerous
offshoots. These include chamber
groups, a Dixieland band known to
play along with David Kelsey at the
New Bell Saloon, the Chrysanthemum
Ragtime Band which appears regularly
at the Hotel Utah, and a Swing band
calling itself Varsity Drag.
Sprouting from the seeds planted in
1978, at the end of this month a new
Orchestra and Mixed Chorus will begin
rehearsals under the auspices o f the
GGPA. A call is out to all orchestral
performers and vocalists, especially fe
male voices, to join these new en
sembles. Robin Kay, recognized for
her work with the East Bay Pacific
Chamber Singers will conduct the
Mixed Chorus.
Jon Sims is busy planning the Spring
and Summer schedules and suggests
now is the best time to join the band,
orchestra, or choruses. On the plan
ning board is a benefit for the
Women’s Center and another benefit
featuring soloist Ruth Hastings for
COMITY, a city based organization
similar to Mimi Farina's Bread and
Roses.
Dissecting the significance o f the
band and chorus, Sims emphasizes,
“ the groups first objective is to enter
tain and make music. I know people in
the streets are jumping up and down
and dancing to our music; you can’t
dance to gayness. Our presence is its
own political impact. 1 do know that if
we don’t make good music, then our
piolitical impact is not what it could
be.”
First Place awards from the likes of
Redwood City’s 4th of July Parade
and our City’s Columbus Day Parade
attest to the band’s performance abili-

ties. Limited funds have prevented the
band from attending the rally in Wash
ington this summer and even regional
events to which they have been invited
such as the Salinas Rodeo Parade. The
band, twirling corps and chorus will
march in Sacramento this January 13.
Expressing his thanks, the enthusi
astic Sims commented, “ the gay com
munity is incredible to perform for.
Their response is overwhelming. We
get 125^0 support and its simply comes
down to pride. People cry. The com
munity looks at us as ambassadors.”
As for straight reaction, Ted Neff
questions back, “ What can you say
bad about a marching band or chorus,
they are so wholesome?” Neff admit
ted not all reaction has been applause,
noting scattered booing in Redwood
City and silence counterpointing cheers
during the Chinese New Year Parade.
Neff suggests these reactions indicate a
portion of the straight community’s
“ confusion over a band which states
exactly what it is, going against all
stereotypes. We sound exactly like
what they heard in High School (if not
better), letting them see we are just like
anyone else. Our politics are implicit
not explicit.”
Whether getting national coverage
on ABC’s Special Report on Homo
sexuals. performing at Grace Cathe
dral, or spicing up a furniture dealer’s
convention, the band’s impact is
considerable. For the GGPA the future
holds dreams of evolving into a fullfledged performing arts collective, in
cluding dance and drama troupes. New
gay bands are beginning to appear in
L.A., New York, Chicago, Houston,
D.C., and Seattle. Sims concluded the
interview underlining “ the emergence
of the performing arts must be built
around communicating, then sharing,
and finally loving” .
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A. Jean Cocteau and W.H. Auden,
poets
B. Quentin Crisp, civil servant, and
John Hurt, actor
C. PatrIciaNell Warren, novelist
D. Chrltopher Isherwood, author
E. Armistead MaupIn, writer
F. John Rechy, novelist
G. Paul Monnette, novelist
H. Tom Robinson, singer
I. Sylvester, disco star
J. Carroll O'Connor, actor, and
Lori Shannon, drag star
K. Tennessee Williams, playwright
and Gore Vidal, novelist
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So it is with “ Nightfall," Magic
Theater’s latest world premiere adapted
from a story for the stage by Lewis
Black and directed by Suresa Dundes.
“ Nightfall” is the story of six pieople
who are isolated for months in a cabin
somewhere o ff in the hills during a time
of national crisis. Cut off from the
world, fearful that someone may come
and invade their wilderness refuge, and
fearful that someone won’t. In the
midst o f this, pacing back and forth,
back and forth, like caged animals—
are boring characters. This is not to say
the acting is bad. The cast is uni
formly strong. The characterizations
are believable but they are written in
a boring manner.
The parts for the two leading women
are shallow and stereotypically written,
serving mostly to further the action of
the play and explain the personalities
and functions of male characters. ShiAnne, Jhe mountain-hippie, Georgia
(earth m other type), are supposedly
strong. But they let a man they don't
like or trust take the initiative for
their protection and shelter. When
M att, a raving Charlie Manson type
arrives at their cabin the women don't
seem to notice that they’ve been joined
by someone who is not bound too
tight. Only a man. Baker, a Papa
Hemingway type, thinks that this new
comer may not be playing with a full
deck, but everyone thinks Baker is just
an asshole. Natch.
Barbara Bloom, as Shi-Anne and
Charlotte Colavin, as Georgia, turn in
fine performances. Lee Siegel, as
Baker, is the man you’ll love to hate.
Jenny Shapiro and Judy Buckner as
the daughters, Kim and CC, are very,
very good. It is good to see youngsters’
roles handled so ca|»bly. Josh, played
by Michael Grodenchik is steady and
controlled. Robert Girard’s raving
Matt is frightening and believable.
Christine Penny, in her stage debut,
plays his pregnant and ailing wife in
a fine start for this actress. Good
costumes, lights and a very good set
enhance the acting.
Suresa Dundes’ direction is smooth
and wonderful to watch. There is an
easiness o f relationship and a flow of
movement that at once holds interest
and builds tension. This is an essential
ingredient for this chilling and some
times gripping glimpse into a dark
future. With things moving so rapidly
in the world today, it’s good to take a
look at what the years ahead may
hold for us.
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4080 24th Street (near Castro)
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824-3233

“ Outstanding C abaret Vocalist of the Year” *
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ometimes you go and see a play
set in a fantastic situation and as
you walk away from the theater you
realize that there is not too much (hat
separates the fantasy of the stage from
the reality o f life.

S
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RUTH HASTINGS & CO.

C C D M IN G U P

by Alke Thompson

SymptMny fro m page 14
and the conductors of symphony or
chestras get around the dilemma by
claiming that an op>era house or a
symphony orchestra has as its primary
responsibility the performance of timehonored classics. They are really saying
that they wish to keep a dead tradition
alive, ^m eh o w , that doesn’t make
sense to me. It is a contradiction,
not a paradox.
If any overview is possible of this
difficult subject, it does not concern
the ’70s. It concerns music in the
twentieth century. The Schwann Catalog
helps to focus on the real problem;
an audience of consumers as opposed
to an audience of amateur p>erformers.
At the turn of this century the concert
going public had two ways to familiar
ize itself with new music. It could
demand additional performances or
buy the work in an arrangement of
some sort (most frequently piano duet).
We are no longer a music-performing
public. We are a record-buying public.
Nothing is going to change the situation.
Symphony orchestras have been the
hardest hit by the consequences. After
all, why should one abandon the com
forts of home to attend a concert
performance o f Beethoven’s Ninth
when it is available in a broadcast
or on a recording without the hassle
of a commute or parking?
The answer, of course, is that a living
butterfly in its native space is better
than the dead one in the collection.
Opera and ballet have fared slightly
better than the symphony because they
have an element of the circus about
them. They generate a collective sus
pense with their vocal displays and
physical acrobatics. Nor can a camera
or a record fully capture the pageantry.
To return to and conclude with the
’70s, the decade finds pop music on the
threshold of a brave new world of
gadget-assisted visuals in combination
with its use of technological develop
ments comparable to those in the other
arts. Classical music has not. On that
gloomy note I will turn up my speak
ers and blast myself to kingdom come
with Stevie Wonder’s Journey through
the Secret Life o f Plants.
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In the ’70s all idealism was muted by a frosty “ don’t show that you care” cool.
Remember 3-Mile Island? Don’t forget about the repeated failure o f computer re
liability. In '70s pop culture disillusionment, cynicism, corruption, deterioration
and decay were prominent themes. Along with the re-emergence o f that good ol'
fundamentalist materialism, survival through shrewd defense strategies (body
building and the martial arts) became a popular obsession.
PUNK-ROCK PROTOTYPES. THE RAMONES exemplified a mastery of the
ultimate teen Duh-fense. Staring dead ahead while chomping furiously on a globba
bubblegum, then blowing hard, and just as the fat pink globe attained maximum
girth, suddenly letting it splat! with obscene deadpan nonchalance. Their music
was a deliberate regression to heavy-metal minimalism revolving around the repitition of one humongous buzz-saw riff, while their lyrics concerned nothing deeper
than. . .
Remember Space? Remember Star WarST Don’t forget that Hendrix, Joplin,
Morrison and Elvis all died drug-related deaths!
THE NEW YAWK DAHLZ were cited by rock critics as originators and creators
of American-style punk-rock, which blosomed into the New Wave movement,
becoming one of the major musical movements of the Fabulous Seventies.
“ They wuz the woist group 1 evah seen!” —Lcs More, New Wave enthusiast.
JOHNNY THUNDERS TO ARTHUR KANE TEN SECONDS BEFORE
CURTAIN CALL:
. .and this hot dude who eats like a horse. So 1 go—I go:
•You better get it together, boy, ’fore they take it away!”
Remember disco? Remember “ What’s Your Name? What’s Your Number? 1
Got To Find O ut” by The Andrea True Connection? A black ball; Barry White/
Donna Summer/Isaac Hayes.
When PATTI SMITH, Punkette No. 1, autographed Babel, her latest book of
lies, animal slurs and self-serving myths at B. Dalton Booksellers, every groupiesfreak within a 200-miIe radius queued up dutifully to receive blessings and greetings
frbm The Punkest One. Smith, 31, one of the self-classified neo-boys o f rock was
attired in. . .
Q: Does the hero-worship you receive inspire you, or do you find that the
responsibility that comes with the hero-worship hinders your artistic creation?
“ PATTI: Whenever I feel cynical, I look at the people, and then I feel that same
humility back again. Yes, I do derive power from the people, but with the power
that 1 receive from the people I try to do good work, communicate with my creator
and give back to the people.”
Q; Thank you so very much for taking the time to answer my question. Miss
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David Bowie

Smith.
“ PATTI: That should answer yer fuckin’ question, ya nosey snoop! Now, fuck
off, creepi Don’t just stand there starin’ at me, m aan!”
WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY: “ Her politics are populist, ‘everything is everything’
amorphous gunk.”
PETULA CLARK; “ What are her songs about? I>oes she care? If she’s not
making any statement but that o f calculated enigmata, she should give up. . .shut
up.”
JOHNNY ROTTING: “ . . .small-taikin bitch. He was bangin’ around Market
Street lookin' like a buncha lights about ta go out, getting dimmer and dimmer. He
was wearin’ a dress that revealed nothing, let me tell ya: no hands, no legs, no feet,
no nothing. Just plentya’ FACE. He kept fingering his eyes. Finally, I broke the
ice. I inquired discreetly ‘Got your face on straight?” ’
Remember “ Mean Streets” ? Remember “ Fight The Power” by The Isley Bros.?
Remember “ Show Hard For Blowjob” by The Neckbrace Poodles? Remember the
Takin’ It To TheStreets Movement” to further the assimilation of minorities, gays
and Hispanics, into modern mainstream culture?
DAVID BOWIE. Hailing from Great Britian, where he received extensive train
ing in mime, kabuki theatre and handball, Bowie was the first rock performer of
the 70s to publicly proclaim that he was bi-sexual, if not just an ever lovin’ faggot
on occasion. Bowie was oiie o f the decade’s most influential and highly-regarded
performers.
On his first visit to America in 1971 at Salt Lake City, Utah, Bowie resembled a
ravishing young Lauren Bacall. Dressed in a lace pegnoir, his long ash-blond tresses
falling provocatively over one eye, Bowie suddenly dropped to one knee right in
front of guitarist Mick Ronson. As the spotlights were suddenly brightened, sooming in on the two performers, Bowie clutched frantically at Ronson’s panty-hosed
thigh while feverishly feigning oral copulation. At the press conference following
Bowie’s American debut when queried as to his motives in feigning oral copulation
with Ronson, Mr. Bowie replied exhuberantly: “ Just take a good hard look at this
gorgeous hunk, sir! Can you understand now. my good man? This exquisite
creature is just plain irresistible, that’s why.” Gee, I h o p e .. .u m m .. .Angie doesn’t
get ahold of this. . .
For quite sometime Bowie’s very arch vocal manner was part wooden-puppet,
part space coquette. On his subsequent tour of America coinciding with the release
of Ziggy Stardust A The Spiders From Mars, Bowie assumed Stardust’s intergalaxial manner, responding to questions from reporters in a very faint and highpitched, metallic and barely-intelligible sort of squeal.
Though his primary vocal style was one of hollow wooden iciness and his songs
were generally about death, decay and anal intercourse, he was often quoted as'
stating that one of his primary influences was British entertainer, Anthony Newley.
Indeed, there were times when he would sing straight love songs in a tremulous
vibrato resembling Newley’s. T hat is, instead of mocking the emotion or masking it
by camp caricature, he’d do a straight'version.
“ Although he’s been criticized as soul-less and described as singing in a
'remolochic’(New Musical Express) manner, he probably rejoiced in those descrip
tions as they seemed to mirror his very aspirations in performance. He’s also been
characterized by the press as chameleon-like, due to his penchant for moving quite
unexpectedly and fluidly in and out o f various theatrical guises. Bowie’s finest
album Aladdin Sane.
Appearing typecast as an alien in Nicholas Roeg’s metaphorical sci-fi flick The
Man Who Fell To Earth, a second film Just A Gigolo with Kim Novak and
Marlene Dietrich may not be released in American as it’s been viciously denounced
by both critics and consumers alike in Europe.
In most of Bowie’s musica\ characterization^there was a hint of Germanic in
fluence; so it’s not surprising that Bowie now resides in West Berlin. During his
reign as a major rock personage he produced comeback albums for Lou Reed, Iggy
Pop and Mott The Hoople as well as some of his own albums, and his gift for
creating congruence from several highly disparate elements o f sound bodes well for
his future as a producer-engineer, should he abandon performing.
In addition to being THE most-imitated fashionplate o f ’70s pop. he was the
first rock performer to attempt a rock-disco fusion—7>ie Young Americans— td
least a couple years before disco became an industry as large as rock itself.
MRS. ELEANOR HAAZENPEFFER, employee, St. Vincent De Paul Thrift
Shop: “ The customers go for it. Ifit’s old, it’s new!”
GRAFFITTI, Transbay Terminal: “ Young beautiful blonde pom star—Off
screen, only gets rocks off by humping old (over 80 only) drunks while they’re
passed out in doorways. Sits on it.”
Do you remember Bianca Jagger? Do you remember Elvis’ Xmas carol “ BaldHead Woman In A Mae West Wig” ?
First ‘all-digital’ recordings: dissastisfaction with technical end of things at exF>ense of emotional impact. . .
RICHARD HELL: “ It does taste like a cockroach sandwich on p um pe^ckel
with mustard but cooked the right way!”
THE AVENGERS: “ We’re' not trying to make any balanced bigshit
statements.”
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Retake or Preceding Frame

ORIGINAL DEFECTIVE

P e te r Illyich is xxx
S. F. Sym phony Review
by Don BalUnlyne
II tiay l iberation were in search of a
Mcnature tune, it could not choose a
belter one than the conclusion ol
I Chaikovsky's h f t h Symphony. The
toda explicitly affirms Tchaikovsky’s
homosexuality as a source of power,
not weakness.
Mow do we know this?
Well, before Ken Russell came along
to give us his cinematic ideas about the
composer, music lovers went through a
phase of reading up on a symphonisi
and the work they were going to
hear—their musicial homework. One
ol the standard books about sym
phonies contained the following words
on 1 Chaikovsky’s Fifth.
We are reminded of a certain great
temptation to which all men are subicct and some fall,—however reluc
tantly. Ihroughoui there is a vein of
daemonic.
Nobody wants to be the last person on
the block to outgrow Tchaikovsky, so 1
never checked this puzzling reference
out. The notes in the San I'rancisco
Symphony’s program booklet for the
concerts two weeks ago helped to
clarify the mysterious temptation and
reluctant fall. Concerning the Fifth
Symphony Michael Steinberg writes,
Ihere is, however, a notebook page
outlining the scenario for the first
movement: “ Introduction. Complete
resignation before Fate, or, which is
the same, before the inscrutable
predestinaton of Providence. Allegro
(I) M u rm u rs, d o u b ts, p la in ts,
reproaches against .V.X.V. (II) Shall I
throw mvself in the embraces of
lailh???"’
.vxxis less likely to be a Funicular
person than wh«t
usually refer to in his diicy v
TH.A r —his homosexuality,../'
In the course o f this symphoHf, then,
the composer works through theme
vev to arrive at a glorious peroralon,
the blazing epilogue to the finale, ' he
•T ate” motif, as critics generally reler
to it,works against the romantic
melancholy and longings present in the
melodies developed throughout the
other three movements. Tchaikovsky
gives it its most brutal utterance in the
second movement. The main theme of
this movement has enjoyed a separate
existence as “ None but the Lonely
M ean .” T hat lonely heart gets
-.lomped on, not once, but twice by the
vv.v theme in the course of the move
ment.

The change of xor from a disruptive
force or tragic element in the sym
phony occurs in the last movement
where Tchaikovsky transforms it by
means of a change in key, from e
minor to E major, and a change in
rhythm, a march. Romantic agonies,
Byronic brooding, Russian melan
choly, personal anxiety, all take on the
form of optimism. But Tchaikovsky
locates this affirmative outlook not in
a new melody but within the xxx theme
itself. When the coda arrives, the dying
fall and nostalgic droop of a number
of the secondary themes are trans
figured into arches that fall only to rise
again, and the primary motif shines
triumphantly through in the trumpets.
The autobiographical element exists
as part of the symphonies musical
logic. For a time, at least. Tchaikovsky
has come to terms with what he always
considered a problem, “ deep pain
...and potential cause of scandal,” as
the annotator puts it.
That is why this concluding trium
phal march seems especially appro
priate as a signature theme for Gay
Liberation. This interpretation of the
symphony and its epilogue does not
diminish or restrict its meaning. On
the contrary it compels everyone to
recognize that all genuine triumphs
arise from inner confrontation and
the struggle for self-acceptance. Tchai
kovsky has given shape and form to
what gays experience in a dramatic
way, but to what others face in less
discernible ways, and under less ex
treme social pressures. His song of
personal victory belongs to everyone
because of his “ Fate,” not in spite of it.
The San Francisco Symphony’s perfprmance of this work under the direcignjpf its Associate Conductor, David
.inoff. prompts these leflecW i i i .^ h e performances themselves
:(takia)> 2-5) are past history by now,
but they live in memory. The orchestra
played as if their lives depended on it
and they were discovering the work for
the first time. I heard the performance
in U.C. Berkeley’s Zellerbach Audi
torium where the superior acoustics
and incandescent playing miraculously
changed an old warhorse into a young
stallion. Possibly too wild an animal.
The earlier climaxes were so exciting
that they robbed the coda of some of
its exuberance.
The program consisted of three
works, all by Slavic composers. The
contem porary Polish com poser,
Witold Lutoslawski’s Venetian Games

started the evening, Prokofieff’s Third
Piano Concerto with Garrick Ohisson i
as solist followed, and the Tchaikov
sky Fifth Symphony concluded the
evening: Slavic abstract, Slavic witty,
and Slavic wild.

R o c k in t h é ’7 0 s

Of the three composers, Lutoslawski
is probably the least known. The stan
dard Polish reference work on music
states flatly, “ He's the most important
creative force among Polish composers
today."
Without the music of Venetian
Games before me, 1 cannot assess how
well Ramadanoff and the reduced or
chestra the composer specified brought
off the five pieces. 1 suspect that
Lutoslawski’s background as a mathe
matician gives the work an arithmetical
proportion not immediately grasped
on a first hearing. The same Polish
re fe re n c e
book
s ta le s
th a t
Lutoslawski’s characteristic harmonics
also have an underlying mathematical
logic. Venetian Games would almost
certainly repay careful study. On the
first hearing 1 detected nothing Vene
tian or gamesome in the proceedings.

San Francisco Gay M e n ’s Chorus

Gay Ambassadors
by R. Morgan Fills
The San Francisco Gay Freedom
Day Marching Band and Twirling
Corps made its debut just a year and a
half ago before 300,000 people at the
Gay Freedom Day Parade. The band’s
founder and conductor Jon Sims
credits the past decade starting with the
Stonewall roits for the band’s ex
istence.
Expanding on this historic perspec
tive, Sims points out how over the last
10 years, “ gay people started coming
out and resisting what we felt the world
was doing to us. So this past decade
has been one of very important resistence. We had to have that or we
would not have been able to have the
band. This is just the beginning. Back
in 1%8 we planted the seeds for what 1
feel are going to be some incredible
happenings in the arts.”
In March of 1979, the Golden Gate
Performing Arts (GGPA) was incorpo
rated as a nonprofit organization ded
icated to a goal of “ creating a cultur
ally expressive community that pro
motes personal growth and well
being,” Today the GGPA acts as an
umbrella, coordinating almost 300
musicians: the Marching Band, the San
Francisco Gay Men's Chorus, a preci
sion drill team, and the PerlorminB
Arts Association. Ihe Perloi.iing Arts
.Association is a fund-raising/support
group.
The open membership has created a
musical family of males and females of
all sexual preferences. Personally dis
liking the social setting of the straight
musical world due to its uptight macho
competiveness, Sims sees open mem
bership "as a new way of relating".
According to band flutist Ted Neff,
the birth of the Marching Band marked
'the beginning of a gay musical move-

Just as “ None but the Lonely
Heart” from the second movement of
Tchaikovsky’s Fifth has led an ex
istence of its own, so also has the first
movement of the Prokofieff Third
Piano Concerto. It serves as the music
for the first part of Anthony Tudor’s
ballet. Gala Performance. The concer
to bustles with excitement and bristles
with with—and with difficulties for the
piano soloist. Ohisson has technique to
burn and the orchestra cooperated
with him beautifully. In the first move
ment, for example, piano and piccolo
skirmish like two hummingbirds.
Unless the players are absolutely
together, the harmonies lose their
sting. The passage and the perfor
mance as a whole had the requisite
velocity, precision, and humor.
Ohisson’s playing was enormouslysatisfying on another count. The Prokofieff Third offers the soloist lots of
virtuoso display but little inwardness.
It has only two moments of lyrical
repose. It is all mockery and chilly neoclassicism. Ohisson seemed completely
at home in Prokofieff’s ice palace. But
this is not his real home. As the winner
of the Chopin competition in 1970, the
first time I heard him play, he lived in
the warmth, lyricism, and introspec
tion of Chopin’s music. He seemed un
shaken by the tensions of competition
or by the technical demands of the
music. His performance of the Pro
kofieff Third showed off his versatility
and growth as an artist.
The concert was a fine one, but it o f
fered the additional satisfaction of
three different kinds of music all
rooted in Slavic soil.
continued on page 16

ment in the community” . In addition
to the organizations under the GGPA
umbrella this musical environment is
responsible for generating numerous
offshoots. These include chamber
groups, a Dixieland band known to
play along with David Kelsey at the
New Bell Saloon, the Chrysanthemum
Ragtime Band which appears regularly
at the Hotel Utah, and a Swing band
calling itself Varsity Drag.
Sprouting from the seeds planted in
1978, at the end of this month a new
Orchestra and Mixed Chorus will begin
rehearsals under the auspices of the
GGPA. A call is out to all orchestral
performers and vocalists, especially fe
male voices, to join these new en
sembles. Robin Kay, recognized for
her work with the East Bay Pacific
Chamber Singers will conduct the
Mixed Chorus.
Jon Sims is busy planning the Spring
and Summer schedules and suggests
now is the best time to join the band,
orchestra, or choruses. On the plan
ning board is a benefit for the
Women's Center and another benefit
featuring soloist Ruth Hastings for
COMITY, a city based organization
similar to Mimi raiina's bread and
Roses.
Dissecting the significance of the
hand and chorus, Sims emphasizes,
“ the groups first objective i> to enter
tain and make music. 1 know people in
the streets arc jumping up and down
and dancing to our music; you can't
dance to gayncss. Our presence is its
own political impact. I do know that if
we don’t make good music, then our
political impact is not what it could
be.”
First Place awards from the likes of
Redwood City’s 4fh of July Parade
and our City’s Columbus Day Parade
attest to the band’s performance abili-

ties. l imited funds have prevented the
band from attending the rally in Wash
ington this summer and even regional
events to which they have been invited
such as the Salinas Rodeo Parade. The
band, twirling corps and chorus will
march in Sacramento this January 13.
Expressing his thanks, the enthusi
astic Sims commented, “ the gay com
munity is incredible to perform for.
Their response is overwhelming. We
get 125% support and its simply comes
down to pride. People cry. The com
munity looks at us as ambassadors.”
As for straight reaction, Ted Neff
questions back, “ What can you say
bad about a marching band or chorus,
they are so wholesome?" Neff admit
ted not all reaction has been applause,
noting scattered booing in Redwood
City and silence counterpointing cheers
during the Chinese New Year Parade.
Neff suggests these reactions indicate a
portion of the straight community’s
“ confusion over a band which states
exactly what it is, going against all
stereotypes. We sound exactly like
what they heard in High School (if not
better), letting them see we are just like
anyone else. Our politics are implicit
not explicit."
Whether getting national coverage
on ABC’s Special Report on Homosexu.iK. performing at Grace Cathe
dral, or spicing up a furniture dealer’s
convention, the band’s impact is
considerable. For the GGPA the future
holds dreams of evolving into a fullfiedged performing arts collective, in
cluding dance and drama troupes. New
gay bands are beginning to appear in
L.A.. New York, Chicago, Houston,
D.C., and Seattle. Sims concluded the
interview underlining “ the emergence
of the performing arts must be built
around communicating, then sharing,
and finally loving” .
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CABARET

by D. Lawless
In the ’70s all idealism was muled by a frosty “ don’t show that you care” cool.
Remember 3-Mile Island? Don’t forget about the repeated failure of computer re
liability. In ’70s pop culture disillusionment, cynicism, corruption, deterioration
and decay were prominent themes. Along with the re-emergence of that good oT
fundamentalist materialism, survival through shrewd defense strategies (body
building and the martial arts) became a popular obsession.
PUNK-ROCK PROTOTYPES. THE RAMONES exemplified a mastery of the
ultimate teen Duh-fense. Staring dead ahead while chomping furiously on a globba
bubblegum, then blowing hard, and just as the fat pink globe attained maximum
girth, suddenly letting it splat! with obscene deadpan nonchalance. Their music
was a deliberate regression to heavy-metal minimalism revolving around the repitition of one huinongous buzz-saw riff, while their lyrics concerned nothing deeper
than. . .
Remember Space? Remember Star yVars? Don’t forget that Hendrix, Joplin,
Morrison and Elvis all died drug-related deaths!
THE NEW YAWK DAHLZ were cited by rock critics as originators and creators
of .American-style punk-rock, which blosomed into the New Wave movement,
becoming one of the major musical movements of the Fabulous Seventies.
"Thev wuz the woist group 1 evah seen!” —Les More, New Wave enthusiast.
JOHNNY THUNDERS TO ARTHUR KANE TEN SECONDS BEFORE
CURTAIN CALL:
. .and this hot dude who eats like a horse. So I go—I go;
‘You belter get it together, boy, ’fore they take it away!”
Remember disco? Remember “ W hat’s Your Name? W hat’s Your Number? I
Got To Find O ut” by The Andrea True Connection? A black ball: Barry White/
Donna Summer/lsaac Hayes.
When PATTI SMITH, Punkette No. 1, autographed Babel, her latest book of
lies, animal slurs and self-serving myths at B. Dalton Booksellers, every groupiesfreak within a 200-milc radius queued up dutifully lo receive blessings and greetings
from The Punkest One. Smith, 31, one of the self-classified neo-boys of rock was
attired in. . .
Q: Does the hero-worship you receive inspire you, or do you find that the
responsibility that comes with the hero-worship hinders your artistic creation?
“ PATTI: Whenever I feel cynical, I look at the people, and then I feel that same
humility back again. Yes, I do derive power from the people, but with the power
that 1 receive from the people I try to do good work, communicate with my creator
and give back to the people.”
Q; Thank you so very much for taking the time to answer my question. Miss
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Smith.
“ PATTI; That should answer yer fuckin’ question, ya nosey snoop! Now. fuck
off. creep! Don’t just stand there starin’ at me, maan!”
WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY: “ Her politics are populist, ‘everything is everything’
amorphous gunk.”
PETULA CLARK; "What are her songs about? Docs she care? If she’s not
making any statement but that of calculated enigmata, she should give up. . .shut
up.”
JOHNNY ROTTING:
. .small-ialkin bitch. He was bangin’ around Market
Street lookin' like a buncha lights about ta go out, getting dimmer and dimmer. He
was wearin' a dress that revealed nothing, let me tell ya: no hands, no legs, no feet,
no nothing. Just plentya' FACE. He kept fingering his eyes. Finally, I broke the
ice. 1 inquired discreetly 'Got your face on straight?’”
Remember “ Mean Streets” ? Remember “ Fight The Power” by The Isley Bros.?
Remember “ Show Hard For Blowjob” by The Neckbrace Poodles? Remember the
Takin’ It To TheStreets Movement” to further the assimilation of minorities, gays
and Hispanics, into modern mainstream culture?
DAVID BOWIE. Hailing from Great Britian, where he received extensive train
ing in mime, kabuki theatre and handball, Bowie was the first rock performer of
the 70s to publicly proclaim that he was bi-sexual, if not just an ever lovin’ faggot
on occasion. Bowie was one of the decade’s most influential and highly-regarded
performers.
On his first visit to America in 1971 at Salt Lake City, Utah, Bowie resembled a
ravishing young Lauren Bacall. Dressed in a lace pegnoir, his long ash-blond tresses
falling provocatively over one eye, Bowie suddenly dropped to one knee right in
front of guitarist Mick Ronson. As the spotlights were suddenly brightened, scorn
ing in on the two performers, Bowie clutched frantically al Ronson's panty-hosed
thigh while feverishly feigning oral copulation. At the press conference following
Bowie’s American debut when queried as to his motives in feigning oral copulation
with Ronson, Mr. Bowie replied exhuberantly: "Just take a good hard look at ihij
gorgeous hunk, sir! Can you understand now, my good man? This exquisite
creature is just plain irresistible, that’s why.” Gee, 1 hope. . .umm, . .Angie doesn't
get ahold of this. . .
For quite sometime Bowie’s very arch vocal manner was pan wooden-puppet,
part space coquette. On his subsequent tour of America coinciding with the release
of Zigg}' Stardust <S The Spiders From Mars, Bowie assumed Stardust’s intergalaxial manner, responding to questions from reporters in a very faint and highpitched, metallic and barely-intelligible sort of squeal.
Though his primary vocal style was one of hollow wooden iciness and his songs
were generally about death, decay and anal intercourse, he was often quoted as
stating that one of his primary influences was British entertainer, Anthony Newley.
Indeed, there were times when he would sing straight love songs in a tremulous
vibrato resembling Newley’s. That is, instead of mocking the emotion or masking it
by camp caricature, he’d do a straight’version.
“ Although he’s been criticized as soul-less and described as singing in a
'remolochic’ {Uew Musical Express) manner, he probably rejoiced in those descrip
tions as they seemed to mirror his very aspirations in performance. He’s also been
characterized by the press as chameleon-like, due to his penchant for moving quite
unexpectedly and fluidly in and out of various theatrical guises. Bowie’s finest
album Aladdin Sane.
Appearing typecast as an alien in Nicholas Roeg’s metaphorical sci-fi flick The
Man H'ho Fell To Earth, a second film Just A Gigolo with Kim Novak and
Marlene Dietrich may not be released in American as it’s been viciously denounced
by both critics and consumers alike in Europe.
In most of Bowie’s musical characterizations^ there was a hint of Germanic in
fluence; so it’s not surprising that Bowie now resides in West Berlin. During his
reign as a major rock personage he produced comeback albums for Lou Reed, Iggy
Pop and Mott The Hoople as well as some of his own albums, and his gift for
creating congruence from several highly disparate elements of sound bodes well for
his future as a producer-engineer, should he abandon performing.
In addition to being THE most-imitated fashionplate of ’70s pop, he was the
first rock performer to attempt a rock-disco fusion—FJie Young Americans—at
least a couple years before disco became an industry as large as rock itself.
MRS. ELEANOR HAAZENPEFFER, employee, St. Vincent De Paul Thrift
Shop: “ The customers go for it. If it’s old, it’s new!”
GRAFFITTl, Transbay Terminal; “ Young beautiful blonde pornstar—Off
screen, only gets rocks off by humping old (over 80 only) drunks while they’re
passed out in doorways. Sits on it.”
Do you remember Bianca Jagger? Do you remember Elvis’ Xmas carol “ BaldHead Woman In A Mae West Wig” ?
First 'all-digital' recordings: dissastisfaction with technical end of things at ex
pense of emotional impact. . .
RICHARD HELL: "It docs taste like a cockroach sandwich on pumpernickel
with mustard but cooked the right way!”
THE AVENGERS: “ We’re not trying to make any balanced bigshit
statements.”

C a b in F e v e r
by Alice Thompson
ometimes you go and see a play
set in a fantastic situation and as
you walk away from the theater you
realize that there is not too much that
separates the fantasy of the stage from
the reality of life.

S

So it is with “ Nighttall,” Magic
Theater’s latest world premiere adapted
from a story for the stage by Lewis
Black and directed by Suresa Dundes.
“ Nightfall” is the story of six people
who are isolated for months in u cabin
somewhere off in the hills during a time
of national crisis. Cut off Irom the
world, fearful that someone may come
and invade their wilderness refuge, and
fearful that someone won't. In the
midst of this, pacing back and forth,
back and forth, like caged animals—
are boring characters. This is not to say
the acting is bad. The cast is uni
formly strong. The characterizations
are believable but they are written in
a boring manner.
The parts for the two leading women
are shallow and stereotypically written,
serving mostly to further the action of
the play and explain the personalities
and functions of male characters. ShiAnne, the mountain-hippie, Georgia
(earth mother type), are supposedly
strong. But they let a man they don’t
like or trust lake the initiative for
their protection and shelter.
hen
Mall, a raving Charlie Manson type
arrives at their cabin the women don’t
seem lo notice that they've been joined
by someone who is not bound too
tight. Only a man, Baker, a Pupa
Herningway type, thinks that this new
comer may not be playing with a full
deck, but everyone thinks Baker is just
an asshole. Natch.
Barbara Bloom, as Shi-Anne and
Charlotte Colavin, as Georgia, turn in
fine performances, lee .Siegel, as
Baker, is the man you'll lose lo hale.
Jenny Shapiro and Judy Buckner as
the daughters. Kiin and CC, are very,
very good. It is good lo see youngsters’
roles handled so capably. Josh, played
by Michael Grodenchik is steady and
controlled. Robert Girard’s raving
Matt IS frightening and believable.
Christine Penny, in her stage debut,
plays his pregnant and ailing wife in
a fine start for this actress. Good
costumes, lights and a very good set
enhance the acting.
Suresa Dundes’ direction is smooth
and wonderful to watch. There is an
easiness of relationship and a flow of
movement that at once holds interest
and builds tension. This is an essential
ingredient for this chilling and some
times* gripping glimpse into a dark
future. With things moving so rapidly
in the world today, it’s good to take a
look at what the years ahead may
hold for us.

Symphony from page !4
and the conductors of symphony or
chestras get around the dilemma by
claiming that an opera house or a
symphony orchestra has as its primary
responsibility the performance ol timehonored classics. They arc really saying
that they wish to keep a dead tradition
alive. Somehow, that doesn’t make
sense to me. It is a contradiction,
not a paradox.
If any overview is possible ol this
difficult subject, it does not concern
the '70s. It concerns music in the
twentieth century. The Schuvnn Catalog
helps to focus on the real problem;
an audience of consumers as opposed
to an audience of amateur perlormers.
At the turn of this century the concertgoing public had two ways to laniiliarizc itself with new music. It could
demand additional performances or
buy the work in an arrangement of
some sort (most frequently piiuio duet).
\\ e are no longer a music-performing
public. We arc a record-buying public.
Nothing is going lo change the situation.
Symphony orchestras have been the
hardest hit by the consequences. .After
all. why should one abandon the com
forts of home to attend a concert
performance of Beethoven's Ninth
when it is available in a broadcast
or on a recording without the hassle
of a commute or parking?
The answer, of course, is that a living
butterfiy in its native space is better
than the dead one in the collection.
Opera and ballet have fared slightly
belter than the symphony because they
have an element of the circus about
them. They generate a collective sus
pense with their vocal displays and
physical acrobatics. Nor can a camera
or a record fully capture the pageantry.
To return to and conclude with the
'70s, the decade finds pop music on the
threshold of a brave new world of
gadget-assisted visuals in combinaiiun
with its use of technological develop
ments comparable to those in the other
arts. Classical music has not. On that
gloomy note I will turn up my speak
ers and blast myself to kingdom come
with Stevie Wonder’s Journet through
the Secret I ije o f Plants.

Names and Faces
(photos on page 6)
A. Jean C o cteau and W H. Auden,
poets
B. Q uentin Crisp, civil servant, and
John Hurt, actor
C. Patricia Nell W arren, novelist
D. Chritopher Isherwood, author
E. Armistead Maupin, writer
F. John Rechy, novelist
G. Paul Monnette, novelist
H. Tom Robinson, singer
I. Sylvester, disco star
J. Carroll O'Connor, actor, and
Lori Shannon, drag star
K. T e n n e sse e Williams, playwright
and Gore Vidal, novelist

Immigration
coniinued from front page
Knutson maintains that although
INS may have legal authority to deny
alien homosexuals entry to the U.S.,
it may only do so by using the guide
lines granted it by Congress.
“ Congress gave INS no other pro
cedure for identifying homosexuals
than through the medical process of
diagnosis and certiHcation by physi
cians of the Public Health Service,”
argues Knutson.
In August, 1979 Surgeon General
Julius Castillo ordered physicians in
the Public Health Service not to ex
amine aliens suspected of being homo
sexuals.
According to Knutson this means
INS no longer has a lawful method of
identifying alien homosexuals and thus
no lawful method of excluding them
from entering the country.
The central issue in the present con
troversy appears to be interpretation of
the Immigration and Naturalization
Act passed by Congress in 1952 and
amended in 1%5.
The word homosexual is not men
tioned anywhere in the Act. Rather,
the law states that a person afflicted
with a psychopathic personality or
sexual deviance may be excluded.
Knutson explained that “ both these
terms are medical words of art which
in 1952 indeed encompassed all gay
persons.”
By 1953, however, the American
Psychiatric Association (ASA) had dis
carded the term “ psychopathic person
ality” altogether.
In 1973 the ASA deleted homosexu
ality perse from the list o f mental dis
orders outlined in the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual o f Menial Disorders
(DSM). In addition, the Association
removed homosexuality from the list
o f sexual deviations listed in the DSM.
It was these actions by the psychi
atric community which prompted the
Surgeon General to order physicians
in the Public Health Service not to ex
amine or certify suspected foreign
homosexuals.
Knutson may file a class action suit
asking a federal court to rule that as a
result of the Surgeon General’s action,
INS has no method of excluding homo
sexuals from entering the U.S..
In Knutson’s view only an act of
Congress could alter this situation. In
the meantime he expects INS to admit
known alien gays without harassment
or intimidation.

“ What INS ofHcials did to my client
Chavez was not only violative o f the
law, but was also clearly violative of
their own regulations,” Knutson
charged.
“ I’m angry that they are doing this,”
continued Knutson, “ when their own
regulations state that until the legal
issues have been resolved (and they
have not been resolved), that people
are to be paroled into the country with
out being hassled in this fashion.”
Knutson said he would like to see the
federal court intervene " to determine
whether or not this continuing harass
ment and intimidation is within the law
or not.”
Rather than scheduling a judicial
hearing to rule on the legality o f
Chavez’ entry into the U.S., INS offi
cials finally decided to parole him into
the U.S. for “ deferred inspection.”
“ If INS is so certain of the legality
of their actions, why don’t they let us
go before a judge? Instead they just
say ’Oh, too bad, let’s forget the whole
thing,’ ” Knutson asserted.
David Crosland, Acting Director of
INS in Washington, said on January 3
that he did not intend for his agency
to resume a policy of excluding gays
from the U.S.
Crosland also stated that San Fran
cisco INS officials acted independently
of any directive from their Washington
headquarters when they detained Jaime
Chavez.
Sources in W ashington told The
Sentinel that the highest ranking offi
cials in the Justice Department and INS
would like to resolve the situation in
favor of a non-discriminatory policy
toward gays.
They maintain, however, that this
attitude has encountered stiff resistance
from some officials within the Justice
and State Departments.
These sources point to the recent
directive by Secretary of State Vance
ordering all diplomatic posts abroad to
deny visas to known foreign homo
sexuals.
These same sources maintain that
President C arter would intervene
directly, but he fears that an openly
gay position would damage him in
the mid-western and southern presi
dential primaries.
Knutson told reporters that the
easiest solution to the current impasse
would be for President Carter to issue
an executive order directing INS and

the State Department to stop their
exclusionary action against gay men
and women.
The President’s views on the situ
ation may be expressed on January 17
by Associate Director o f the Domestic
Policy staff. Bob Malson.
At that time Malson will represent
the White House interests at a meeting
between GRA lawyers and officials
from the Public Health Service, INS,
Justice Department, and the State De
partment (see accompanying story).
California State Senator Milton
Marks today introduced Senate Joint
Resolution 27 asking President Carter
"an d the U.S. Congress to eliminate
provisions in the Immigration and
Nationality Act which require the Im
migration and Naturalization Service
to deny entry to foreign visitors who
are homosexual.”

Cruising
continued fro m front page

Some members of the crowd threw
bottles and bricks. It was the most
significant gay protest in New York
since the Stonewall battle of 1969.
In San Francisco a coalition of les
bians and gay men have organized a
group called “ Stop the Movie Cruis
ing.” By urging people not to see the
film and setting up picket lines outside
the theater, the group hopes that Cruis
ing will prove a box office bust, at
least in San Francisco.
Jerry Weintraub, the producer of
Cruising, told reporters that pissing off
gay people is the best kind of publicity.
“ I mean, when does a picture in prod u aio n have an editorial in The New
York Times'!" boasted Weintraub.
Despite Weintraub’s optimism, the
film’s distributors realize that pissedo ff people can adversely affect its box
office gross. Picket lines tend to dis
courage moviegoers and if any violence
erupts, the theater management could
be asked to stop showing the'film, as
was the case last year in San Francisco
with The Warriors.
Friedkin’s detractors offer two rea
sons for stopping the film from being
shown. They maintain that Cruising,
through its incessant association of gay
life and pathological brutality, will en
courage violence against gay people.

Critics of Cruising also claim that
the film distorts homosexuality by its
narrow concentration on the gay sexual
fringe (fist-fucking, leather bars, sado
masochism) and by equating gay S&M
with dying and killing.
“ I’m not putting anything in this
film that doesn’t take place every day
and every night,” producer Weintraub
says, “ 'niis is not fiction, what we’re
doing. This is truth.”
Friedkin told Vito Russo in an inter
view that “ there is no comment in
this film that it [homosexuality] is de
grading or that it’s wonderful—just
here it is. These scenes could be run
as documentary footage.
“ I don’t find what goes on in these
bars particularly shocking. There’s no
doubt in my mind that this film won’t
provoke violence against gays,” Friedkin continued, “ but I think it might
very well provoke more men into this
kind of life.”
As a part of the interview for extras
in Cruising, the casting director asked
candidates what kind o f sex acts they
were willing to perform and in what
degree of nudity.
Extras had to provide their 6wn
leather gear, so everyone hired was
actually a patron o f leather bars.
“ I don’t pretend to understand
places like the Mine Shaft,” said Friedkin, “ but they exist. And yes, they’re
violent. While I was doing my research,
there were two murders at the Anvil.”
Friedkin has kept a tight lid on the
completed version o f Cruising. No one
outside of a few close contacts has seen
the film. The 600 theaters scheduled to
begin showing Cruising on February 15
have not even received publicity photos.
Adverse reactions to the film stem
from reading bootlegged copies of the
screenplay, leaked last summer by a
gay person on the production staff.
The screenplay, written by Friedkin
and loosely baseid on Gerald Walker’s
1970 novel, concerns a cop’s search
through New York’s gay underground
for a man who stabs gay men while
having sex with them.
The killer doesn’t leave it with simple
homicide, however. He also often
decapitates the corpse and cuts off the
cock from the dead body and stuffs
it into his victim’s mouth.
There are three murders in the first
14 pages of the script, all of them
associate with the stereotypical rituals
of gay S&M.
Al Pacino plays the role of the
straight cop deployed by the police as
a “ gay” decoy to ferret out the killer.
“ How far do I have to go?,” Pacino

asks his captain, who replies;
“ If we send out an undercover narc,
he grows a beard and long hair, but
doesn’t have to become an addict.”
But the more the Pacino character
immerses himself in the leather and
SAM scene, the more his identification
with the killer grows. He eventually
breaks up with his girlfriend and devel
ops an emotional attachment to an un
successful gay playwright.
The cop and the killer finally meet
one night in Central Park. They square
off against each other in a dark tunnel,
pants down:
"H ow big are yo u ? "
"Party size."
"W hat are you into?"
" I ’ll go anywhre. ”
"D o m e fir s t."
"H ips or Ups?"
"G o fo r it."
Both reach for their knives, but
Pacino guts the killer first As he dies,
the killer stares at the cop and accord
ing to the screenplay, sees in him “ his
father and himself.”
The next script note adds that “ the
cop is now released. He’s done his
job, he’s made a choice, and he’s a
civilized member o f society.” The film
concludes with the cop’s promotion to
Detective and his return to his girl
friend.
It’s possible that director Friedkin
expects gay men to find his film eroti
cally appealing. After all, he went to
extraordinary lengths to accurately
portray what goes on in New York’s
after-hours fuck bars.
We read in the script directions:
"In the dimly lit backroom, a series
o f 2 X 4s is arranged fro m floor to ceil
ing, fro m which, suspended in chains
is a leather saddle, wherein a naked
man, legs in the air, is being fist fucked
by a bearded man in a leather vest.
Other men stand around watching,
saying nothing. Several couples are
also grouped about, engaging in
fella tio __ ”
According to one extra, the fistfucking scenes were not simulated, as
claimed. More than likely, however,
in order to preserve the film’s R rating,
these scenes won’t appear in the final
version.
Friedkin’s focus on gay S&M may
explain a good deal about what moti
vates protests to the film. Cruising ap
pears at a time when lesbians and gay
men have begun to assert a sense of
public propriety.
Many gay activists resent Friedkin
because he fills his vision of gay life
with dangling keys and hot hankies,
reinforcing the stereotypical view that

gay men flaunt fetishism.
Friedkin defended his 1970 film
The Boys in the Band by saying that
it was not about gay life: “ It’s a film
about human problems, I hope there
are happy homosexuals. They just
don’t happen to.be in my films.”
“ You show me a happy homosex
ual,” says one o f the characters in
The Boys in the Band, “ and I’ll show
you a gay corpse.”
Cruising offers viewers a host of gay
corpses and Friedkin defends it with
an equal lack of candor: “ This isn’t a
film about gay life,” he said to journ
alist Vito Russo, “ it’s a murder mys
tery with an aspect of the gay world as
background.”
Producer Weintraub told the New
York Daily News, “ The gay leaders
keep asking me why I don’t make a
nice film about homosexuals. 1 don’t
know what that means.”
Friedkin supporters claim that pro
tests against the film violate First
Amendment free speech rights.
“ When they (gay people] start mess
ing with my freedom to make a film.
I’m against that. I respect their rights,
I want them to respect mine,” declared
Weintraub.
The New York Times editorialized
last summer about Friedkin’s free
speech rights, yet according to Scott
Tucker in The Body Politic, the paper
did not report that hundreds o f dem
onstrators protested at film sites every
night for almost eight weeks.
Writing about Cruising in the Village
Voice Richard Goldstein noted, “ ^f
you look behind the First Amendment
to the people who are raising it as a
defense, you see that for the most part
these are white, male heterosexuals.
“ The farther away you get from this
nexus of authority,” wrote Goldstein,
“ the less likely you are to find people
who think freedom of speech means
very much without the rest of the Con
stitution—especially the Fourteenth
Amendment.”
Gay novelist John Rechy (The Sexual
Outlaw, Rushes) argues forcefully
against any attempt by the gay com
munity to stop Cruising from being
shown.
“ Might we not use it to expose the
indifference to violence against homo
sexuals,” continues Rechy, “ and the
fact that one of the major outrages we
face is the latent homosexuality of cops
who stalk us and even turn into ‘queerbashers’?”
Rechy suggests that as homosexuals
we cannot improve our world by ban
ning the exploration of our problems.
“ They will not go away if we shove
them into the closets from which we
have ourselves emerged.”
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