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RUBY*S RAPS

well, after muph heated de-
bate, the Rubyfruit collect-
ve finally made the de-
cision to open to new mem-
bers. Yes, i1t*s been a long,

hard struggle, but one that
we Teel will be ultimately
worthwhile 1n that now many
more womyn will have a
chance to learn the valuable
skills associated with put-
ting out a monthly publi-
cation. So, i1f you are one
of the ones who"s been just
waiting for her chance to
work with us, please send a
brief resume to our P.O.

box. We"ll be screening app-
lications at the beginning
of September, so get yours
together and send i1t in, if

you don"t want to miss the
deadline.

CONTRIBUTIONS

We always need contribui
tions, both graphics and
written materials. Graphics
must be black Ink on white
paper and be either 3 or 6"
wide. Written materials must
have a signature, phone, &
address, altho a pseudonym
will be printed by request.
We tend to give preference
to materials submitted by
Santa Cruz County lesbians
altho we also appreciate ar-
ticles that concern out-of-
town events.

The Rubyfruit Readher i1s ~
Santa Cruz"s ONLY lesbian™
communique. She 1is published
as often as possible (ev-
ery 1-2 mths; by a small
collective. Not all of us
necessarily agree with ev-
erything that 1is printed
but we take responsibility
for choosing to print what-
ever appears 1in Ruby, We
are open to taking In new
members— call 426-DYKE

for meeting times.

DISTRIBUTION POINTS

Pick up Ruby at the follow-
ing places and put yr 35/
in the cam Rising Moon 8"s
ctr., S.C. O"s Health Ctr.,
You"ve Got Me Flying Kite
Shop, UCSC *s Studies;
also on sale at Bookshop
Santa Cruz.Please send us
yr $ if you pick Ruby up at
Mona®s or Cabrillo g°"s Ctr.

Workers this issue* thé usual

crew... brenda, Catherine,
Clytia, & Kater. Cover by
Jan. Childcare, shopping,

& other awful tasks by Joy.
P.S. Don"t forget to start
getting your costume togeth-
er for the 2nd ainnual Ruby-
fruit Readher Hallowe"en
Dance, even bigger &

better than last yeari

Dear Ruby and the Women of
Santa Cruz;

I have been working with
the Rising Moon Women®s Cen-
ter since before 1t opened
last January. The women work-
ing with the center have
changed over the months. Ma-
ny new women are working
with the center all the
time. There are also women
who have needed time for
themselves or have been ov-
erworked and needed *a break.
Our minutes have always been
open, as well as our finan-
ces, policies and the dis-
cussions which led to those
policies. We have encouraged
all women who want to get
involved or who have input
to share, to come to our
meetings and be part of any
decsion which i1s made. The
women working with the cen-
ter are of various ages,
backgrounds, color, sexual
preference and political
persuasion. Our common bond
IS that we are women devoted
to working for women, and
that we have tried to create
a center 1In which all women
are supported and nurtured.
I feel that the responses we
have gotten to the center,
and the fact that our work-
shops and events are well

attended, has shown that we
are meeting a need for a
safe place for women in San-
ta Cruz County.

For the most part the sup-
port from the community has
been positive. However, we
realize that we have a long
way to go iIn trying to meet
the needs of more women in
this county. We have heard
that there are women who
won"t come to the Center be-
cause of our women-only pol-
icy. We devoted two meetings
Iin January to the intense
discussion of this subject.
The pro®s and con®"s of this
discussion, as well as how
consensus was reached, 1i1nclu-
ding objections and how they
were resolved, are recorded
in the minutes. The decision
was reached to have Rising
Moon be women®s-space for
the safety and growth of ~
all women. If a woman 1s 1iIn
crisis or even If she-isn"t
and needs the support of wo-
men and a safe place to be,
she now has that place. We
went around and around won-
dering If women that relate
to men sexually or emotion-
ally would not come to the

center because their lovers,
husbancis or friends could
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not be there too. There were
several women i1nvolved with
men at those meetings sud
they all expressed a need
for a space i1In which they
could be with women and wo-
men only. We wondered if
educating men around the is-
sues of sexism and racism
wouldn®"t be better facili-
tated 1T men be allowed 1In
the Women"s Center. We de-
cided we could better edu-
cate people iIn the warld at
large by having a place
where women could feel strong
and loved together and thus
not be so dependent on male
approval anc support. We
Siso felt : would, be educa-
tory to shoy women giving
strength to each other ra-
ther than always nurturing
and educating men; that hope-
fully men would start get-
ting together and supporting
each other as well as call-
ing each other on their sex-
ism and racism. We discussed
possible problems wvdiich
might arise from our stance.
We feared male retaliation
in the form of physical vio-
lence . We feared that straight
women might be leary of com-
ing to the center with the
misconception tK«.t our de-
cision was born of "man-
hating** rather than woman-
loving. We decided to™have

as broad a base as we could
in trying to reach women and
helping them feel welcome.
Beesuse there was no place
in Santa Cruz County where
women could be with women
only (including our homes),
we decided to try the women-
only policy"™ for six months
and re-evaluate 1t In “une.
We received response from
many women saying they felt
safer in the Women"s Center
than anywdiere else, and that
it helped them in their dai-
ly lives. In May we sent out
a newsletter, trying to
reach as many women as we
could, announcing future to-
pics for discussion at the
meetingsThe Tirst week 1In
June was set for re-evalua-
tion of the women-only pol-
icy. We encouraged.all women
to be a part of the discuss-
1on and a part of the decis-
ion. We again spent two -
meetings vocally, and at
times strenuously, discus-
s1”™ the topic and the im-
plications of women-only vs.
"open* space. Both meetings
were well attended. After
much discussion we again
reached consensus that we
would keep the Women®s Cen-
ter women®s space.

We have heard rumors,e
vdiich only recently have
been upfront, that there are
women who boycott the center

because they have labelled
i1ts workers ".lesbian sep-
aratists.” | feel these at-
tacks are unjustified- In
fact, there are non-lesbian,
bisexual and asexual- women
who have worked and contin-
ue to work with the center
since its beginnings. There
are many lesbians vaio work
with the center also. 1 feel
there i1s a good blending of
energies and that we all
work well together— each wo-
man giving a different per-
spective to the process of
trying to run a women®"s cen-
ter. We have tried to pub-
licize that we are open to
all women - that any woman
can come and give a work-
shop, class, or event and
make the center what she

wants it to be. We haVe, <5
on several occasions,
stressed the need for more
widespread community invol-
vement. We have i1nvited wo-
men to staiff, we have put
out the cry that we are ov-
erworked and would like to
share some of the burden as
well as the joy. We have
received response and help
from many women, women v”~o
have felt welcome, women
who are needed.

My frustration comes 1in
wondering why the women
whose needs aren®"t being
met haven"t come and expres-
sed themselves. 1 feel hurt
and angry that women who
feel alienated by the women-
only policy haven’t respons-
sibly voiced their discon-
tent to the collective. But
that rather, months later,
we hear rumors or remarks
on the side, thatwe are a
bunch of "man-hating, lesbi-
an separatists' and that
these women will never sup-
port the Center. How can the
Women®"s Center meet your
needs i1f you won"t be up-

front about making them
known and working with us
to fulfill them. 1 would
like to say that at the July
29th workshop on racism was
the first time, as far as |
know, that this discontent
was expressed openly ”™ Probz—»"
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lems and misconceptions were
also aired the following
Monday at t ting. The
women at thix lacating deci-
ded to have an open dia-
logue as the discussion of
the nezt meeting. 1 see this
dialogue iIn the iInterest of
communication and under-

standing, in the iInter-
est of or trashing.
The W;<T.,"s L IS try_

ing to Lr||“2 the zap be-
tween woiar.fo pojl *"lhe 1t
larger. 1 xecl tue i1"/0men*s
Center has always tried to
be accountable to the conr™~""n
munity for its* decisions

as well as the process

which led to thooc decis-
ions. We welcome input, wdlie-
ther praise or crLticism,

In helping the cotlcc I,ne
process of the Women*y Cen-
ter. 1, personnlly, 1i1on*t
welcome being tnr-ohed for
Women®s Center .lo.-;lons
from women who Jon"b know
what we have ccci

in struggling tiicse
Issues, and v.to ore not wil-
ling to come i? Ciid3CASsS
these i1snuoo vita the coll-
®\11Ive as a Wi i,

I feel thir; ) hegjn_
ning of a c-
dialogue:: tn. "D WO-
men ofathif) miiz;/. 1 am
excited and tr..oine |

Want the outcome to be pos-

to be a sharing of
feelings rather thcii phi
osophies, to have the

iril~rosts of bi-idging the

g’cP bet?roen woinfn 1In mind.
I feel this can only be a

learning experience for us
and only vdiat we make
. In closing,
to say that
I do not re
men*s Cent”

I would like
in writing this
resent the Vfo-
=, only one woman
who would like to sea the
Wom-1H"s Center continue to
grow to be a plcheG that
meets our needs as women.

In Solidarity,

GEIVGIAIQ

The new moon sliver i1s a Wes—
tern moon, a setting moon.
follows close behind the sun-
The larger 1t grows, the la-
ter 1t sets, (nhearly an hour
later each night). As it sets,
the right edge is the part
alight. By '"1st quarter", it

IS a half circle and doesn"t

set until around midnight.
Sometimes we can see It 1In

the dimmer light of the after-
noon.

When it has grown full, 1t is

opposite the sun. It rises 1In
the east at sunset, and sets
at dawn. We see 1t In the
sky all night. (This 1s the
"2nd quarter'™)

As the moon wanes, 1t rises
later each night. By third

quarter, 1t is again a half
circle, the other half this

time. It now rises around mid-

night, the left edge alight
while 1In the east.

The old moon crescent iIs an
eastern moon. We rarely see
It, as It rises in the wee
hours of the morning and dis-
appears shortly after dawn as
the sun brightens. On the
day of the new moon, "th®
quarter', the moon 1s iInvis-
able, rising and setting
with the sun. -VWCR

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSI

SISTERSI Yes, I1*m still
searching for that "perfect
QQ household" with every-
thing- friendship, support,
low budget, sunny, yard,
quiet, cat ok.... 1 am a
Lesbran feminist vnriter,
studying solar technology A
architecture at Cabrilloi
vegetarian non-smoker. Space

needed by Sept. 1 (mid Aug ok)

Pamela, Box 121, Elk, Calif.
95732, (707) 877-3"N70.

N Viomen®S Cenicr

itijomstion- _



8 Sex, Sexual, Sexualness

Dear Ruby Readers,

How many of us have had the fortunate experience of
feeling centered and peaceful because we weren’t sexually
involved? I am not saying that we can’t feel good when we
ARE sexually i1nvolved - goddess knows, as do I, sexual shar-
ing feels real good! 1 want to stir up thoughts regarding
the bullshit that we i1nvolve ourselves with when we are sex-
ually relating with others. And to you enlightened lesbians
who feel you have i1t all together over sexual matters, |
gently recommend that you also look closely i1nto yourselves.
Sound a little angry? Yes indeed. It is difficult for me to
believe that i1n our sexist and sexually oriented society
that anyone can have i1t so together regarding sex and i1t’s
emotional surroundings that they don’t need to do some work
on the subject.

I am writing because 1 learn more about myself when 1
do, and I am. sharing with you because 1t is important for
me to share. 1 am presently going through, the reality of be-
ing sexually rejected by a woman 1 love. Her reasons for not
wanting to relate sexually are valid, yet from where 1 stand,
rejection i1s rejection and it hurts.

Intellectually | understand that we are all free beings-
free to come and go as we please, with whom we please, when
we"please. Intellectually | understand that expectations
shouldn’t be. Intellectually I understand that all relation-
ships ~e different, similar but different, and that making
comparisons between my relationship with her and her relation-
ships with others also shouldn’t be. I am trying to streng-
then these lines of knowledge from my head to ray heart but
It 1s taking time, “and meanwhile, 1 cry and feel angry.

I get angry--with myself for giving her the power to
cause me such pain. 1 get angry at myself because 1t’s my
ways that are causing my pain. | need not be afraid of my

pigs. 1 need to conquer and change them.

n couplism, as we know it, is a patriarchal
concept. Our parents, as models, taught us jealousy, posess-
iveness, belonging..to and doing for. As lesbians we must un-

o that learning.-We"heed to talk,

discuss, argue all that
surrounds sex. We also need to

talk more about sex i1tself.

What about ”1°d like to make love with her but 1 really
like being her friend and sex changes things”? This does not
hold true for all, but 1 would wager a guess that i1t iIs true
for many - although not necessarily all the time- And what
about the couple that decides to shift from monogamy to an
"open relationship”™? The-struggle bears i1ts mark. And what
iIs CASUAL SEX? Why do we as lesbians feel that we should
have 1t so together about all that surrounds sex? It 1s not
easy and 1f we realize that there ARE problems, then we can
work at solving them. _ N I«

One reason this all seems so important to me is as les
bians we have to develop our own families of support and
comfort. Having sexual-surrounding-problems somewhat hinders
that development. Again, i1f we face these problems,
will be stronger. Another reason is that with the politich
climate as hot as i1t i1s presently, i1.e.. the Brigg"s Initxa-
tive, we need energy to overcome these evxl
of us don"t go to meetings because ''she"
stay away from celebrations because '"they" might be togethe ,
we are only dividing ourselves. String home

Isorrv for ourselves weakens, not strengthens.
o? "them"™ ctn be difficult and painful
" tIT% %§ %%m EO%fSEE??BSEy, as a chosen style, E am mor
at peace with myself. 1 afi more creative. The joy I
witrmvielf - alone - i1s different than the happiness 1 feel
when with others. 1 can"t explain the difference - you

Facing ne
- this all lessens

am mo-re

may know what 1 mean. A a -4
IVhat 1 am trying to say iIs that + rather
though sex itself i1s the problem o~Mtriarchal”pro-

M10 cannot il
array of lovers wno cannov. Xdxx

find our faults™and free ourselves

DU he SPRHIS"BE " MYy

IhtTwt™Must Tot™ail to

In Sisterhood with love,

Judy 0O~
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Why A Wimmin’s

Many women have asked me
about my spirituality and
how 1 feel i1t relates to
wimmin*s politics, so | de-
cided to write an article
and attempt to explain.

I feel that a womon-i1den-
tified religion iIs very im-
portant for us. It"s true
that patriarchy hats co-opted
religion along with econo-
mics, health, family life,
education, government... you
name 1t and patriarchy prob-
ably has some hold on 1it.

So much of what i1t has
touched has become so unsa-
vory that we"ve turned away
from 1t in disgust. Especi-
ally religion. All those
stuffy churches and boring
sermons. . .those terrifying
guilt trips...or the hier-
archical guru systems where
women are still on the bot
tom rung. Where are the
priestesses - the wimmin
healers and spiritual guides?
Most of the ones 1"ve no-
ticed seem to be supporting
N deXty. and/or—making
It In a male commerciality. -
However = watch for the mag-
ical—-priestesses - they"re
coming out of the woodwork!

But y?y religion at all?

Z-IPudapest puts 1t very
well:

"What people believe (fai-

Religion ?

thru

th- religion) 1is political
because 1t iInfluences their
actions and because 1t 1is
the vehicle by which a re-
ligion perpetuates a social
system. Every new social
structure tries to come up
with some kind cf mythology
of devine origin for 1its
values and aims."

What I get from that quote
Is that what 1 believe in
affects who I am and how I
live and this in turn
affects everybody else.

Some people believe 1In the
great God Money and worship
a corporation. Some believe
in a bearded old man 1n the
sky who throws lightning
bolts when you"re not 'good.*
Some believe 1t"s all a big
machine auid sort of meaning-
less. Enough people believ-
ing together and i1t becomes
a social reality or tradi-
tion. This common belief
turns out to have a lot of
power, because i1t makes
things happen.

So why believe 1In deities
at all? you"re probably ask-
ing. Why not just believe 1n
cooperation, love, truth,
honesty, etc. A good moral
code that preserves life,
in other words. 'Yes, yes,"

I exclaim (getting a little
carried away), "l agree to-

ejally, because 1 do support
these things..." because I
love life! 1 feel they are
essential keys to survival
In mental, emotional and
physical areas.

But what about the psychic
realm? "o pooh, there®s no
such thing," say the skepti-
cal ...Then how do you ex-
plain your dreams? Telepath-

IC experiences, past life
recall, geniuses, telekine-
sis, etc., etc. Say,what you

will, there are many humans
who are convinced that there
are forces and powers within
us that move out and past
our bodies and ordinary
thinking. i )

| suggest thcitthe patri-
archy has co-opted oi™ psy-
chic aspects along with our
bodies. It"s just another
stolen treasure that we must
reclaim. Perhaps the most
essential one,
in the psychic plane could
give us power i1n all the
others. (power of, not

power over.) i
Another power that reli-

gion seems to give 1is the
ability to feel ecstatic

awe or a sense of the mira
culous. This society IS no-
toriously lacking iIn the ex-
perience of wonder. We have
become jaded - only fools
and very young children

(who haven®t been program-

because power*

med yet) fTeel such things.
"Growing up"” IS seen as no
longer believing in them,
but becomi” "sensible"”

or conforming to a kind of
cement-pavement-1o]™-hall-
cash-register reality where
everything can be expained
"scientifically” and there
are no more mysteries. A
cynicism results that makes
life empty - blah.

The ecstatic fervor of
being blown out by how 1n-
credible 1t all 1s - is a
healing and replenishing ex-

perience. It recharges the
batteries, so to, speak.
h2e:y)U
BeeM. ..
FispeA?

-PicENjlieA?

Ine/aft vie all :

TYSS™ ST
ysS TrrBPt7U amlKOIVE]



The ancients seemed to .

have understood this better ~

than us. Many groups cele-
brated together - conducted
rituals that were designed
to produce ecstatic release.
They also knew about mys-
teries or life forcesl and
priestesses (and priests
later) had the responsibil-
Ity to study and teach them.
Nowadays some of this func-
tion has been taken over by

psychiatrists and scientists.

But the ancient religion
never really went away. Un-
derground, yes, or into
disguises, but nevertheless
here. Somehow It has sur-
vived the witch hunts, the
missionaries, the pollution,
snd the machine conscious-
ness. You can see its ear-
marks 1n solstice and equi-—
nox gatherings, in Native
American lore, 1iIn Wicca, 1n
Eastern-style chanting, etc.
All seem to agree that Na-
tj”™e 1S our common source
of life sustenance, and tun-
ing into her cycles is Im-
portant for survival. Many
of them have a myth or sym-
bolic story to explain how
things come to be. Having

Mstory gives us some-
thing to go on - a way of
ag¥g[ggn|ng the unexplain

I experience many other
benefits from boini reli-
gious, but 1 won’tgo into
them all right nov. The
point iIs we do ha™e the op-
tion of practising a reli-
gion - and any on3 we like!
. Q-Ct 1t"s even mentioned
in the Bill of Rights. |
want to support vomen 1in
doing this.

Two of the qualities 1°ve
noticed In wimmin®s reli-
gions 1s the lack of hier-
~“chy and the lack of rigid
doctrine. No ore is set
above anyone else and no
one i1s foisting their be-*
.liefs on anyone else. It"s
an individual 1i1atter and
very personal process. But
a unity appears through the
diversity * an acknowledge-
ment of oneness. This makes
us "politically correct" as
we say, and frees us to ex-
perience the delights of re-
ligious fervor without sell-
ing out our individuality.

The next question, of
coi”se, 1s what religion to
follow. This too is a per-
son” choice, but many wim-
in have found strength iIn
the old Goddess - mainly be-
cause of her female-ness.
It"s worshipping the source
of life "In our own iImage'™

literally.(* MOONHAWK)

Patriarchy tends to scoff
at Images = Judaism even made
them sinful - probably a-
round the same time they re-
moved the feminine princi-
ple from their pantheon -
leaving a single autocratic
Father God who i1s decidedly
male.**(Read ''When God Was
A Woman" by Merlin Stone)
But we still make pictures

In our dreams, and they "3
still affect us. Why not de-
liberately choose images®
that i1nspire us with their
power and beauty, that we
may become like them? The
psychiatric world is find-

ing this out (Carl Jung and
followers). And wimmin %

well, 1In our i1nvestigation

of role models and how th&y
affect us.

For me, loving myself as
Goddess, the Goddess as Self,
and life-source, and all
the shimmering web of life"s
realness spinning out from
Her - 1s creating a reality
that nurtures and supports
me . For you She may appear
differently. There are many
alternatives. What do
believe?

afterthoughtt Another
question that seems to a-
rise naturally iIs wtaat a-
bout men- is 1t appropriate
for them to identify with a

female archetype? | feel 7
that i1t is - that men need
the softness and sensitive-
ness, the deeper intuitive
powers that are usually
seen as "'feminine.”™ 1 be-
lieve that lack of commun-
ion with the feminine prin-
ciple has been damaging for
everyone. When the Goddess
was worshipped widely
smiled on her sons as well
as her daughters.



DEMOS SNUB SAN JOSE BECATJSE
OF GAY ISSUE

The bBiberal California Demo-
cratic Council has canceled
plans to hold i1ts 1979 con-
vention In San Jose because
city officials there repealed
a prod mation for Gay Human
Rights Week. Instead, the

big volunteer political group
will hold 1ts next convention
In Fresno.

It was explained in a letter
to San "o/ Gray
Hayes that -<Je oo™vcrition,
usually aa by about
1200 CDC 1."BIrxGrs, ™as being
moved because could not
in all good conscience, hold
a convention In a community
that deems lesbians and gay
men second class citizens./"

E~l11er this year, the S.J.
city council prociraimod Gay
Pride Week, then chan,ccd the
name to Gay Human Rights Week,
then under pressure from anti-
gay groups, dropped the whole
1dea.

Mayor Hayes was i1n Hawali
yesterday, and not available
for comment, but an aide was
shocked by the VvAC'ri d-a.is-
ion. "0h, not ra’d BV« j
Krause the mayco’" d¥\TJa"Ve

assistant. "I don® b know what
we can say.'

Meanwhile, agay CDC activist
In Fresno described her com-
munity as "less than tolerant
toward gays Fresno i1s about
ten years behind the rest of
the world <h issues such as
gay rights,” said Marsha Go-
nant, president of the Wilde-
Stein Daraocratic Club, one of
the gay clubs i1n the CDC.

"We wouldn’t even think of
asking the City Council here
for a gay rights week. We get
a lol of negative reaction

to gay activities."

— S_F. Chronicle

WORSN IN TRANSITION. INC

pre sents d.
3 new Pall groups:
eFeminist Therapy Group

s+Dance/Movement Therapy
Group

¢Lesbian Therapy Group

co-led by Lauren Crux,
M.A, L.M.F.C.C.
& Sybil Meyer M.A.

groups begin in late
Sept., registration
limited, call 336-

2771 for info and
signups.

On Refusing To Pay =

woulld you in daily life give money to men y«*“

dishonest and destructive? To someone

.away 1In prisons, nursing homes and juvenile

lizes them, who refuses_ them pre-natel ) )

To someone »dio takes children away from their lesbi” moth

ecra, prosecutes womyn who defend themselves ~d

dren, and pay men to kill womyn on reservations »nd in ooun

trie4 where “life is cheap"? Would you Sive money to s”™e

one who can afford $2200 for a tax free

for a four star general, hut who never seems to have enough
mn flav rare centers? To someone who spends”™2/ mii-J-i

for one F-1"““Navy fighter plane but cannot even

itoLrchLi1e for™addluate nutrition ~ d e v 2~ o0 p
on welfare*" Would you wﬂlmgl give $25 N
the Hobo a "smart bomb use extensuvely in Vietnam
th'en“gv4 “nlyTLw%ennies to bu™ adaptive equipment for

physically disabled people? Of couse not.

Yet this i1s exactly wtaat we do when we pay AN _"Aindlan
phone taxes. Our taxes support the ) )

Affairs, federal state prisons, the_ justice” sys”?

the "welfare" system, the FBI, the biA exclusion of
structive, womyn-hating government - to the exciusio

“nev: we can refuse to pay these taxes. , t,,

.Kere are many »ays to refuse the””"An
"I/ rof Pt NeMNould”™ mce. but i1s not

necessary.
Betty Johanna (reprinted from put ftper"Abou.tj.



*  MIDWIVES HASSLED AGAIN

Marianne Doshi, a San Luis
Obispo midwife 1is being
charged with murder. On June
3, 1978* Marianne assisted
Christine and Robert Gannage
with the bi:”h of their baby
girl, Amy, iIn Los Osos. Amy
was born with a '"true knot"
in her cord which had tigh-
tened during her passage
down the birth canal, there-
by preventing oxygen from
coming to her until she was
totally born. She was born
without breath and without

a heartbeat. Mariainne ad-
ministered mouth-to-mouth
and cardio-pulmonary resus-
itation until the ambulance
they had summoned arrived.
Amy was taken to Mt. Zion
Hospital iIn San Francisco
where her life was sustained
by mechanical means. She
died on the fifth day fol-
lowing her birth. Marianne
Doshi, the midwife who
breathed her breath iInto
Amy’s lungs and who stimu-
lated her heart with mas-
sage, 1s now being charged
with her murder by the San
Luis Obispo County district
attorney’s office. The parents
of the i1infant feel that such
a_charge ""is a great Injus-
tice" .

For more info, contact The
Santa Cruz Birth Collective,

a group of mothers, midwives

and student midwives concerned

with preserving the rights

of families 1n a technolo-
gical society iIncreasingly
hostile to the iIndividual ex-
perience of pleasure aid pain.
(408) 335-25WP.0. Bo< 710
Felton, Ca. 95018

Inside Bone

inside bone

a fTetus weaves

her wet nest of blood.
dreams pulse across

her soft skull,

delicate as spider’s web.

in her own belly

bone forms

fragile

as the shell of an egg.

by jan

national lesbian arts festival

The Eureka/Noe Valley Artists
Coalition i1s calling for vis-
ual arts (drawing, graphics,
mixed media, painting, photo-
graphy, printing, sculpture,
textiles) and performing

arts (dance, theatre, con-
ceptual artists, entertain-
ment) Tfor the National Les-
bian Arts Festival to be
theld at the Top Floor Gallery,
330 Grove Street, San Fran-
cisco Sept. 1 thru Oct. 8,
1978 .

This exhibit 1Is not an at-
tempt to define or categorize
“"Lesbran Art", but will be
an expression of "art" pri-
marily. 1t i1s iIntended to
millustrate the diversity of
creative vision within this
category. It i1s not iIntend-
ed this will be a political
or social statement. The Co-
alition will sponsor special
events and performances thru-
out the six week festival,
and the schedule for these
events will be released at a
later date. -

The Top Floor Gallery is a
non-profit joint project of

the Eureka/Noe Valley Artists

Coalition, the Pride Founda-
tion/Gay Community Center,
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and the San Francisco Art Co-
mission’s Neighborhood Arts
Program.

For further information
please contact Nikki Schrager
at (®15) ~31-3356 or send a
SASE to 330 Grove Street, San
Francisco 97102 for entry

form.
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CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED

WOMEN”S COUNSELING* Low-cost,
short-term counseling by lay
counselors of the Santa Cruz
Women’s Health Collective,

For appointments call 42773500
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Many secrets remained hidden behind the mask of Tutankhamun.
They were never intended to be revealed during his lifetime*
or following his death. There Was good reason for the se-
crecy that surrounded King TutarJdchamun*s birth, life and

death, and the great efforts tlat were made to keep forever
hidden the location of his ton!?.
Tutankhamun, -the now fajnous and celebrated King of Egypt of

the Eighteenth Dynasty was a woman! Tutankhamun was the
second daughter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti. The mummified
remains of Tutankhamun are the remains of a female who was
pregnant with twins at the time of death. Death was caused
by complications of pregnancy and childbirth.

At the time of Akhenaton*s death, there was no male heir
apparent to the throne of Egypt. Akhenaton and Nefertiti

had™ three daughters. There were no male children born of
their union. Smenkhkara, the husband of Meritaton, the eld-
est daughter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti died at about the

same time as Akhenaton, To avert a crisis in the desperate
SIRation existing by a vacant throne, without a successor to
Akhenaton, Nefertiti adopted the name of Smenkhkara and as-
Burmed the role of King Smenkhkara, King of the Egyptian Empire

The name Nefertiti thereafter became obscured iIn ngptian
history.

The masquerade was not Jjfficult for Nefertiti to maintain

so long as the capitol remained at Tell EI Amarna. She was
assisted by her father Ay who had been grand vizier and
general overseer of all ‘the affairs of Akhenaton*s court, ex-
cept” for those divinatlons, which endowments were exclusively
within the province of the god-king concept of Akhenaton*s
being. Ay’s wife, Tyl, was nurse to Nefertiti*s household

and probably played no pjnor role in aiding Nefertiti in main-
taining her disguise.

The Egyptian Empire became stagnant and had fallen iInto a
state of decline under the rulership of Akhenaton, This was

¥ true after the capitol was moved from Thebes to
ell EI Amarna,

The priesthoods of Thebes had lost much of their

had become i1mpoverished without the patronage of -the king

and official worship and recognition of kmxn.

did not improve under the brief reign of King Smenkhk”a.

It soon became necessary to move the capitol back

In an attempt to strengthen the empire. » _

included the return of the religious wophip of Amun and the

re-establishment and strengthening of the

fertiti®"s beauty had been too well-known and N

too well-established throughout Thebes ® .n

years, to risk continuing with the masquerade, N
to older members of the priesthoods and could not de-

ceive them i1n playing the role of King Smenkhkara.

The situation was desperate,
N did™he deaths of Smenhkara and Akhenaton.

-no maL heir to assume the throne, but

There was still
S

Nefertiti found a solution In the form of her nine year ola
Sttr »;ktaten. the second child of Akhemton ~d Nefer”,
Il thar.Z1Si»_.»_.» “» J U S *“ h.

Tutanlchaton and she

and _Ankhesenamun to enhance _t
o? Egypt upon the removal of the

the return to the worship of Amun.

but did not present such crisis”.

EEVESH Bagk §g Theves. and
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The Locked Ward

he has the keys

the keys unlock the door

to the music,

outside the door

a woman is singing her own song.

by jan
6/1/78 ~ - 6/1/1P3 = 35 Yrs. OId

Today I am 35 yrs. old

Today 1 worked 8 hrs. at the County of Santa Cruz

Today I "came out" to*a ™ worker over creamed asparagus
soup for lunch

Today | feel tired after work

Today I*m going to The Word Is Out with Betsy, - ="

Tonight 1 may go dancing

Today I am 35 yrs. old & in a place I*ve never been before

Today 1 feel love In my heart for myself
Today 1| feel respect for myself
Today 1 know I*m liked
Today 1 know I1*m alive

I like that --————-—-——-—-

Being Alive at 35
I like that
— Mecca

WOTF[1 cab 6651 0 ng =

WALIS

I hear people saying, "build bridges, not walls

k or windovis, not closets and halls,"
Ij-And so 1 try, a bridge, a window or two.

And the roof, yes the roof falls

without wallso

-Diane Ramsey

Lul laby

You walk like an African princess,like a winning player.
Hard and swinging, hands i1n pockets, your gold hair

Pouring over your shoulders, your lips thoughtful
My amazon

Your weapons turn, your shield shatters, why go to war
While your wounds are open, I can hold you
Your breasts are flattened against my ribs

Like the sleeping face of a child against the mattress
My amazon

The cat i1s curled up with her paws on your face
Only you and me and this small striped warrior
No one to fight off until morning

My amazon

Your bed a white boat on the nighttime sea
Let “em call and knock on the window, we will sail away
Let it rain on our sails until morning

Your round window will look out on the rising day
My amazon

-Sylvia
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The hbajc was car”ried out successfully. Maktaten, with the
adopted name of Tutankhamun, ruled Egypt without any suspi-
cion of her true identity for the next ten years under the
ever watchful supervision of Nefertiti with the assistance

of Ay and his wife Tyi. But, even so, as frequently happens,
young ladies manage to beccme pregnant.

The fact that Tutanlchamun was pregnant did not present a great
problem. The kings of Egypt were living gods and were not
limited to a totadJy definable masculine gender In every re-
spect. The god Osiris was considered both male and female,
capable of rebirth, Osiris was the sovereign over death and
the promise of life renewed, 1mmortality.

The twin fetuses were removed from the body of Tutankhamun
upon her death, mummified and placed iIn separate coffins

within the tomb. Ul name Tutankhamun was inscribed upon each
of these small coifins.

There are several other elements that lend support to the

theory that Tutankhamun was a female, and that she was the
second daughter of Nefertiti. There was a great similarity

of physical features, including body size and structure, and

the elongated head of Tutankhamun, compared to that of Akhenaton
IT Tutankhamun had given birth to a male child, the child

would have been the natural successor to the throne upon Tut-
ankhamun *s death. The birth of a male child to Tutankhamun
would have perpetuated the belief 1In the divine origin of the
kings of Egypt. But, 1t was not meant to be; Tutankhamun died

in labor, due to complications in trying to give birth to
wins.
There i1s a total

lack of records of birth of Tutankhamun and
her early life prior to her assuming the kingship of Egypt.
The fact that there were no male off-spring born to Akhenaton
and Nefertiti to inherit the throne, and with the great con-
cern over a royal successor to Akhenaton, i1t is highly un-
likely that Tutankhamun*s birth would have gone unnoticed and
unrecorded. There would have been such jubilation and fanfare
over the birth of a male heir to the throne* that fact would
have been recorded i1n detail, 1In paintings and monuments to
the new prince of Egypt. I1™ny statues and monuments would
have been constructed in his honor i1llustrating a robust in-

fant and young boy growing into manhood. No such records are
[known to exist. More convincing evidence of Tutankhamun*s
sex and cause of death is revealed by the mummy itself. The
[unusual character and length of the incision on the left
side of the abdomen gives the Impression that an attempt was

[nrade to save the lives of the unborn fetuses upon the death
of Tutankhamun.

Iron objects found In the tomb were probably medical instru-
Jjments used 1In an operation to remove the unborn infants from
the body of the mother immediately following death. Death

came slowly and the decision to try and save the infants was
Imade too late.

The distension of the abdominal wall which i1s readily appar-
ent on the right sidemof>the mummy, and the presence of the
mummified remains of two fetuses placed in separate coffins

within the tomb, lend strong support to the theory of preg-
nancy and the cause of death.

A large oblong box found in the room with the mummy contain-
ing a germinated figure of Osiris filled with silt from the
Nile River bed and planted with corn, was symbolic of a preg-
nant Tutankhamun from whom life would spring forth In the un-

born fetuses upon the advent of Tutankhamun*s rebirth, or
renewed life.

There was great secrecy In the man-
ner in which Tutankhamun*s entomb-
ment was carried out and the pains
taken to prevent discovery of its
ilocation. The efforts proved suc-
cessful, for more than 3p000 years
passed before its discovery and

Its secrets revealed.

Thus was the great mystery and se-
crecy surrounding the birth, life
and death of King Tutankhamun.

R.Reid, reprint from She and
Out and About



2™ national pqrn conference

Women Against Violence 1n
Pornography and Media is
gearing up for the first Na-
tional Feminist Conference

on Pornography. The WAVPM-
sponsored conference» *Fem'
Inist Perspectives on Porn-
ography”, i1s set to take place
In San Francisco during the
weekend of Nov. 17-19, Dbring-
ing together feminist acti-
vists from across the coun-
try who are corcerned about
the misogynist message of
pornography-.

This working conference will
combine i1nformational and
strategy workshops, speeches,
and a panel discussion on the
issue of pornography and the
First Amendmentr The focus
will be on deepening our fem-
inist analysis of pornography
and on developing strategies
to fight 1t, and we hope

that activism against porn-
ography will spring from

the energies and information
shared at the conference.
Clearly the Conference will
provide an exciting oppor-
tunity for all of us to ex-
change 1i1deas, research, str-
tegies, and to formulate
thoughtful and effective
plans for actions.

All women are encouraged to
join us foer the panel disc,

spseches, and a big "'Take
Back The Night” march and
rally thru S.F. on Saturday.
ITf you want more info, or
have a contribution to make,
call Lynn Campbell at (*15)
653-9591 or 552-2709.

— WAVFM Newspage

WAVAW PROTESTS POSSIBLE FILM

Women Against Violence Against
Women has launched a campaign
against the American Broad-
casting Company for offering

a convicted rapist $100,000
for the screen rights to
his life story in order to
turn It into a TV movie.
The rapist, Oscar Kendall,

was convicted recently for

impersonating fashion pho-
tographer Richard Avedon and
luring women to pose for him
and then raping them. WAVAW
charges that ABC 1s seeking
to sensationalize and make

profits off the rapes of
women.

— Gaysweek

I 'ANNOUNCEMENT 1 1

Patricia Schroeder and Peg
FIynn announce the opening
of Interconnections* A Wo-
men®s Literary and Cultural
Center (formerly Mother
Right Feminist Bookstore).

Marie Henley of You’ve Got
Me Flying Kite Store and
Patricia and Peg are jointly
operating the
Art Gallery. Put the word
out! Women’s art Is In a spe-
cial place- In Santa Cruz—
Interconnections, 123 Pearl
Alley! We want women’% art

to be seen by many and to
connect with other women’s
art and art gallerys thru-
out California and....the
world!

For info call 7~26-1317»

A study at a university 1In
Los Angeles has found that
women who are vegetarians

are less likely to contract
breast cancer than are their
meat-eating counterparts.
During an 8 year period, the
study showed that deaths from
breast cancer in Calif, were
28" less fTor vegetarians

than for other women in the
state who ate a traditional
western diet.

— Lesbian Connection

Interconnections

go)j s

e NY Times reports recent
studies have revealed that a-
bout 30 % of the women in-
volved in heavy training for
competitive sports experience
either i1rregular periods, or
none at all. The Times says
most gynecologists and

sports medicine speculate
that cessation of menstrual
periods occurs when the per-
centage of women’s body fat
drops below 139°. While the
average women’s body fat 1is
about 25 to 287Y\the body
fat of female athletes and
dancers can drop to 15% or
lower. According to Dr. Joan
Ullyot, author of WOMEN’S
RUNNING, W”s as 1T the
body were saying it didn’t
have enough fat to support

a pregnancy, so 1t would be
better not to produce any
eggs at all.” Most of the
women who report irregulari-
ties with their periods say
that as soon as they stoph
training strenuously, their
periods begin again« However,
other gyns are worrying that
the cessation of menstrual
periods may be related to
stress, posing a possible
health problem for the wo-
men who participate In com-
petitive sports.

--Her Say



’ Trais

TranSisters 1y a newly formed
collective dedicated to the
idea that women can and
should have access to and
control over technolo” and
the media, while earning e-
nough money to live on com-
fortably. With these as our
basic premises, we*ve all
jumped with both feet (act-
ually that equals 14 feet..)
into several simultaneous
high-energy projects, and we
are continously coming up
with new i1deas for things to
do next. We*re all extremely
exol ted by what we"re up to
(.. five out of seven of us
are fTire signs, how could we
not be?) and hay”en"t yet set
any limits to h>w far we can

take our projects, (venus?
Saturn??)
We began, a little over a

month ago, with alN original
plan to learn as much as we
could about electronic the-
ory, and to put what we
learned into practice. Our
structure has been to meet
three mornings a week to
study the theory, and five
afternoons a week to work on
actual audio equipment (trou-
ble-shooting, diagnosing, &
repairing) at the “wizard of
aud” on the mall.

by brenda

Recently we started including
some theory of recording en-
gineering In our morning
classes, and have just begun
engineering vork on an album
with the Berkeley Womens
Music Collective.

All of these activities are
leading us .n the general
direction of our next large
project, which iIs construc-
tion of a sixteen-track re-
cording sti-dio here iIn santa
cruz. We"i:. begin work on

the studic sometime iIn Octo-
ber. It is extremely i1mport-
ant to point out that this
will be tie first woman-built
professional studio, ever.
This 1s 1mportant because it
will be possible for techni-
cal excellence, as well as
everything else i1nvolved iIn
running a recording company,
to be controlled by women.
Women are branching”out into
a whole new area of experience
and the more knowledge women
can acquire about technology,
the better for all of us.

Because we believe very strong-
ly in women gaining control

of technology, we plan on
sharing what we learn with
other women. We have a ser-

1es of workshops 1n mind.

each dealing with a specific
aspect of electronics theory
and/or practice. The Tirst
on”™ to be scheduled soon as
a (may-long Saturday workshop
at the women®"s center, will

focus on “sound reinforcement

— how to do sound for a live
performance from beginning
to end. If you."re interested
in coming, call TranSisters
at 423-9378» mon-fri, noon-
five pm, to find out about
date, time, cost, and child-
care. We"d like to begin

sharing information and skills

with a lot of women, and
we"d love to hear women-®s

CLASSIFIED.CLASSIFIED CLASSI

Sisters* I"m the only woman
I"ve ever heard of fixing
guitars, banjos, etc. I™m
real good at it, but as a

mother working from home it"s

slim pickings. Please let me
repair your instrument. |

specialize iIn antique restor-
lowering ac-

ation,

inlaying,
tion.

I"m reasonable $-wise.

In Berkeley,Jane 415-845-1364

responses to the workshop. 27
We plan on taking i1t to other
cities as well as santa cruz
and would like to improve it
as we Qo.

It"s obvious that the Tran-
Sisters have big dreams for
the future. That"s the idea*
for women to have big, po-
werful dreams, and create
them as reality in our lives.
We’re taking steps towards
actualizing some of our
dreams, and we hope to In-
spire other women to give
their dreams the same validi-
ty and power.

esrivims

lavender labour

GATCJeNfMO
KAQUINO
ODD JO.BS

CAIa. O



3 jaipecto of Yocreb™pate ., rosamne o
I*ve heard i1t said that every woman is a witch. That"s irue,
and some women seem witchier than others. Those are the wo-
men who are consciously engaged in the business of witcli-
craft, the cleaning and gathering and sharpening of their
personal power, the conscious creation of their own sacred
space.

Now what does she mean by that?- you may be saying. Every-
body does what kind of work she can...let me see 1T | can
make 1t a little clearer, or perhaps hopelessly muddieri 1in
a few pages.

In the work we all do upon ourselves, with ourselves, 1n our
lives, we csut choose whatever direction we wish. We can
choose to gather and use our personal power, or we can
choose anything else. For some people, for whatever reason,
there 1s never any doubt about the choice, although they may
not be aware of that consciously. Those are the witches.
Some of them are waiting, to this day, to realize that
that’s their choice and they"d better get on with i1t. Those
who are getting on with 1t are doing two kinds of work. ..
that which goes on inside, invisibly, and outer work which
you can see. Of course, the two are linked, but they proceed
along totally different lines. It"s not ray place here to
talk about inner work at all- 1 couldn™t begin to make it
intelligible on a printed page, but I have this i1dea that I
can do better with outer work, so let"s lurch ahead.

Part of the outer work we do i1s the creation of sacred space.
Sacred space i1s that space with which we surround ourselves
when we are at our best, when we are most fully In“p”~ession
of our own sacred selves, when the Goddess moves most freely
through us 1 those* moments in which we realize our own sacred
selves most fully. Bfundane ritual.— the ritual habits 6f
hearth and kitchen— iIs a means to access that awareness 1Is In
ourselves. It seems peculiar, pointless, at first. When our
foremothers performed mundane ritual acts, something as min-
or as stirring something in a clockwise direction, sociolo-
gists looked on and muttered "Superstition”. This 1s a dem-
onstration of the saying* "When a pickpocket meets a priest-

ess, al.l the pickpocket sees are the ori&VMpnsje« « "~ eeqD

o ignore, Tor the _moment.
the raising of power— that s a whole other story. Think of e

8R {ﬁ% simplest possible level. That’s WNaQ %In gﬁgt?%?%an

String around my finger reminds me
to phone Ebony, This note iIn my notebook reminds me to pick
up the milk this afternoon. And, oh yeah, this peculiar”
stirrir« motion reminds me that I’m the Goddess”™ right. It
has to be either an extraordinary thing or a mental pattern,
or 1 won t notice i1t, it won"t catch my attention; 1 don"t
wear”™ strings around my finger so one there will catch my at-
tention when 1 do. Got that? Isn"t that crazy? Or is i1t?
Why shouldn’t the neophyte witch have to be reminded of*her
personal sacredness, her dietyhood, just like anything
else? Who could walk around in 1978 at the beginning .of
sslf““awareness and not need to be reminded that she i1s holy?

Achieving sacred space 1s a process, and takes time, unless
you are one of the lucky women within whom the Goddess erupts
inasudden explosion of power. Rather than run around with
strings on their fingers, somewhere back there our foremothers
oame up with the i1dea of mnemonics, building things iInto dai-
ly life that would serve the specific function of reminding
us of the fact that we are holy. Mundane ritual has been
largely the same cross-culturally down through the ages.
Relating oneself to one®"s sacred self iIn that way is syn-
chrony. Synchrony is a term that 1°d like everybody to run
out and write down on your palm or wherever you write stuff
you want_to remember. It means aligning yourself with some-
thing— with power, say— iIn a way that i1s not dependent upon
time or space. ITf you have ever dreamed of someone while they
were dreaming of you, and then awoke and compared the ex-
periences and found them identical, that’s synchrony. Syn-
chronous dreaming and synchronous meditation are part of
accessing power. When you start on the path to sacred space,
the whole thing looks arcane, wierd. You may know someone
around whom '"things happen' that may not quite fit into

your experience. The heavens don"t have to open and cherubim
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come down and hand you an inVitation, Sometimes things start
in simpler ways, truly absurd ways.

You may be waiting for me to mention one, but believe me,
they are absurd and I won"t. The thing is that most people
see ''power” as something crazy, something impossible— no-
body, after all, can change the laws of the universe.

Things happen according to known laws and every scientist
knows fthat, and the universe works in 1ts clumsy fashion fcr
them. we re the primitives. But synchrony refers to aligning
oneself with the natural course of the universe— for which
read what power i1s doing when you overhear i1t unexpectedly--
In such a perfect way that you and the universe are one Tlow.
Then the next thing that happens, purely by the laws of

chance, 1S that thing which you willed. You had to will 1t.
Got that?

After a while you may find that things seem to happen more
than just by chance, and that®"s an event that you may have
heard yourself mutter ''synchrony" about previously. It 1is

important to pay very close attention to everything happening

within your space, no matter how trivial, so you begin to
“tice the patterns of your individual access to your power,
~is may sound like a monstrous job, and it is. 1 neve? Zid
eifnort Goddess was easy. Anyway, people are in-
opportunity slip by simply by not being aware
that 1t IS happening to them. That"s where most people”s
through ~eir fingers. Every woma? has

m?? ) power— It"s the same power. But most wo-
men let It dribble away. That"s a fair choice, and 1| honor

space isn"t for everybody. And those women can
powerful, on the mundane level, as any-
body else. What they don"t do is become holy in the nrocelL.
Md what they don"t do i1s access other power that the witch
may have. You choose sacred space because you want 1t— not
3 every Thursday. And the
Other power 1i1s totally useless to you until you are
clean enough to be able to reach 1t. That"s why there
are no black magicians” in the linear sense of evil wield-

ers of power— when you are clean enough to touch i1t, you
are clean enough to use 1It. » Jrau

Onee you are paying close enough attention to your own 31
space to begin to perceive your own personal pattern, ran-
dom events stop being so random. You notice, you pay atten-
tion, you begin to believe 1In your own ability— that"s
important, believing in your own ability. It gives you the
confidence to get control instead of letting i1t dribble away.
Remember, i1t"s there- for all of your life you may have

been watching 1t run by and down the drain, but i1t"s there-—
now you have to catch i1t. There are ways of doing that— the
simplest, and maybe the most effective, i1s to learn to con-
trol your own space totally. Many women reading this are al-
ready on the road to that, and to those who haven"t started
yet, the nuts-and-bolts way of getting going iIs to state to
yourself your goal. It"s the same as iIn many kinds of ther-
apy, coping exercises, that stuff. The difference i1s that, iIn
the search for sacred space, stating something in that fash-
ion 1s a tool, a tool that, when properly sharpened, 1is
extremely useful. In practical magic you define goals by
stating them. Psychologists are fond of equating this aspect
of witchcraft with infantilism, the belief that saying
msomething 1s the same as creating i1t physically, Not quite,
but close. Saying something doesn"t create i1t, otherwise we"d
all be spinning out our universes continually, and thinga
would be very messy stumbling from reality into reality
(well, they are sometimes anyway). Saying something iIn a
context of power 1is something else, but then '"saying”
dcBEsn®"t properly define the process. 'Saying” something

iIs part of the discipline known as utterance. I can"t de-
fine 1t for you iIn ten words or less. Briefly and inexactly,
utterance means creating sacred space, but 1t also means

any act of personal creation. It 1s that discipline which
you learn ever more perfectly on the road to the sacred,
first within, then without. Remember that in a context of
power you utter that which i1s the same as that which the
universe 1i1s uttering...got that? Remember what 1 said about
synchrony back a ways. So synchrony and utterance are inter-
locked, bound up together.

There i1s an epistemological problem with all of this. You
can"t teach witchcraft, you can"t teach reaching for sacred
space, on a page like this i1n any form. As soon as you try,
the thing about which you are speaking changes, slips away>-»



It shares the character of all life, being iIn iissence quin-
tessential life, of continually changing, appearing In new
and fresh forms. And only so long as i1t does xs it alive.
Life i1s change- that’s virtually a definition. And sacred
space is change, although change doesn’t define i1t. The
continual interplay of forms, the liquidity of ideas, one s
personal ambiguity, can be expressed by the term mutability.
It’s the third aspect of sacred space— the perpetual l-aon t-
know-what-that-i1s of something which you have known exceed-
ingly well. When you realize that i1t has slipped away again,
then you can celebrate i1t truly, because you know i1t 1s

still dynamic, still alive. Then 1t’s time to start searching
again...only becareful that i1t doesn’t bite you. Preserving
sacred space 1S a quixotic enterprise, because as soon as

you really see what you are after, 1t’s gone. You can only
allude to 1t, cast nets for i1t but never pin i1t down. You
know i1t’s In there-— you can see the water boiling, feel,

the boat rock with the force of i1t. But try to haul 1t m,
and you may not even get the net back.

So 1n this primer of sacred space 1 told you all about it,
then took i1t all away again. That’s the natur”™ of the search
for power--above all else, humor. You see, every word | have
told you i1s true, literally true. But as soon as you try to
look for i1t, none of 1t is true. Get through that one, and
come join me iIn the search for sacred space. All it takes

IS syrichrony, utterance, mutability— -and your tongue stuck
firmly in your cheek. Or maybe it doesn’t. 1’m not telling
you’ll have to find out. See you around, a round...
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What's behind 1t?  sariex

During the past two years, vicious campaigns have been
mounted In various cities throughout the U.S. against les-
bians and gay men. One of the key issues played on in these
campaigns is that of 'preserving the family unit". The open-
ing statement of Prop. 6 (the Briggs initiative to be voted
on by Calif, in Nov.O alleges* "One of the most fundamental
interests of the State is the...._preservation of the family
unit.”™ 1t goes on to say that because of this interest,
homosexuals (as well as those who even speak Evorably of
homosexuals) should not be allowed to work in the schools.
It 1s 1mportant to look at whose family they are talking a-
why they are afraid of the family falling apart, and

why now i1s the time the right wing chooses to focul on this
Issue.

Preserving whose family?

Clearly when those i1n power talk about 'preserving the fam-
i1ly" they mean middle and upper class white families. The
incredible amount of forced sterilization of women of color--
Native Americans, Blacks, Chicanas, and others— demonstrates
that their families are not considered worth preserving.
Likewise outside of the US* 1/3 of all women of childbearing
age iIn Puerto Rico have been sterilized. Families are "9N
preserved when Black children are insulted and stoned with
rocks In racist riots over school integration. Failure to
provide free childcare indicates disinterest In protecting
families of low income single women. And they’re certainly
not concerned about poor families--witness the atrociously
low welfare aide and high rates of unemployment. U.S. cor-
porations in 3rd World countries notoriously disrupt native
economics, Torcing men to seek factory jobs iIn the cities
while leaving their families behind on the farms; in Sout
Africa, the Black women and children must remain in the
wastelands. We must wonder i1f those In power even care a-
bout the quality of life in ~ of the families they wish

to preserve, when we see how little protection is given t
the numerous battered women beaten by husbands and lovers
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who come equfiilly from all racial and class backgrounds. And
they certainly aren"t protectirg my family of friends and
lovers that | have chosen as a lesbian.

Why the family?

With all these contradictions abounding, why Is 1t so Im-
portant for the state and the corporate right-wing to pre-
serve its precious families, or at least to pei*petuate this
myth? It becomes apparent tiut sex-role-typing iIs an ideo-
logical control system cruciil to the present power struc-
ture and economy of our government. Men are taught to be dom-
Inant, ego-centered and competitive; this i1s useful iIn pre-
venting solidarity at the workplace. Women, on the other
hand, are taught to be submissive, self-less and all-giving.
When bosses harass their workers, these me” rather than join-
ing together and fighting bkck, are more likely to simply

go home and harass their women who have learned to take this
shit. Thus the workers are kept from making trouble for those

who profit from mistreating them.

An even more insidious part of sex-role-typing i1s the sexual
division of labor 1n which women work at home for no pay
(while providing human services essential to the functioning
of any society), or work at "women"s jobs"™ for less pay than
men. And underpaying or not paying women creates higher pro-
fit margins for capitalists.

The family— that i1s, the authoritarian, male-dominated, nu-
clear family--i1s then essential for i1ndoctrinating us with
this bizarre concept of how human beings should relate.
Children learn by watching, and 1f they see Daddy oppressing
Mommy, they learn that oppression 1s a routine, acceptable
(even desireable) part of life. Thus while learning sex-
role-typing, they also learn how to oppress and are able to
easily transfer this concept to anyone different than them-
selves, whether the difference is sexual, racial, cultural
or based on lifestyle.

Why now?

To understand why now is the time chosen to 'preserve the
family" through anti-lesbian-and-gay-men propaganda, we need
to step back to see the larger picture i1In the US today. Our

country s economy is truly in serious trouble. People’s 35
st™dard of living is being threatened. Inflation iIs raisins

t\e costs of food, healthcare, rent and land; at the same
1ime, unemployment is up.

In order to understand why this i1s happening we need to
remember how capitalism works. Capitalism/imperialism depends
on profit. Profits depends on expanding markets, plentitful
resources, and exploited workers— including both those in
the workplace and women whose work is at home. Since the
demands of US labor have cut sharply into company profi»ts,
and since both resources and marketplace need replenishing,
US corporations have sought cheap labor, new markets, and
cheap®"resources i1n moneypoor 3rd World Countries. But as
these coimiries, Tirst in Southeast Asia (like Vietnam) and
now in Africa, fight to take control of their own resources
and lives, the profits.of the multinational corporatioltCi are
diminishing. These 3rd World revolutions affect the ailmnt
of money available to the US; since the corporations ddh’t
part easily with their profits, the loss i1s passes on to 'Ore
people iIn the US and affects our standard of living.

So the US share of the world pie i1s growing smaller and
people are feeling crunched. We want to know what the source
of the problem is, who’s to blame. The giant corporations
and 17d i1nterest people certainly don’t want us pointing
the finger at them and their profits. They are frantic to

create diversions, to find someone they can dump this mess
on.

choose lesbirians and gay men?
The right-wing powers have long been selecting scapegoats to
blame for economic problems. People of color, low-incAme peo-
ple and women have all had their turn and continue to be a-
bused. These scapegoats are no longer quite so satisfactory,
however, since people have responded with righteogs resistanc™e
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men While tiese struggle»-GOntxnue, the right-wing searones
rS?“a scapegoat that WI|| appeal to more «orking-clas”eo-
Dle (those who suffer most in an economic crunch) ~diwill
?reatrloLone “~ower on the peoKing order‘ for other scape-

goats to blane#

Lesbians and gay men are a good choice, andAnI Iv be-

group hasn’t been used yet 1n an organized way and p~tly 2
Suae we tie 1In so well with the great

ation of the family”. By playing on people s
and prejudice toward homosexuals, the corporate powers Imve

successfully developed a growing New Right wli“ch c ™ teke
over tbejot of diverting people’s attention from

problem of excessive profits. The fears

ture and the fristrations inherent 1n a “ollapsi”™ economy
can be blamed on the "disintegration of the T7 1y

a most effective tactic in an alienated society N n

little emotional support people find comes almost exclusiv Yy

from their nuclear fan.ly.

"Preservation of the family"™ 1is not limited to the attack on
lesbians and gay aen. Part and parcel of

the TfTight against the Equal Rights Amendment (which

prohibit discrimination against women) and the anti-abortion
movement (women are kept more submissive 1f they can t con-
trol their own bodies). Ahd attacks on other scapegoats con-
tinue by means of the recent Bakke decision and the passage
of Prop. 13 which hits hardest on poor people

welfare programs. We must recognize the unified front benina
all these oppressive -c&ctics.

What i1s Proposition 67

While seemingly limited to being anti-gay, Prop. 6 (The 37
Briggs Initiative) is in reality much broader in scope and
can be used In many ways that are not at first apparent. It
ist**an abridgement of the right to free speech and demo-
cratic rights? **an attack on teachers and the teachers”’
union (It’s a pretty heavy coincidence that Prop 13, passed
in June, calls for cutting back funds to schools, and that

in Nov, Prop 6 may provide an easy wa»# to determine which
teachers will be cut); ** a

any schoolworker that the School Board might want to get rid
of because of that person®s race, background, religion or
politics; threat to women schoolworkers who don’t fit
stereotypical sex roles (a straight woman might be accused

of being a lesbian and fired for being single, assertive,
etc.)

Prop 6 could also set a precedent for future discrimination

against lesbians and gay men in other public-related jobs
such as medicine and therapy.

What can you do?

The local organization fighting this potential law 1is
Community United to Defeat the Briggs Initiative (CUDBI)-
No on 6. It i1s divided into 3 task, groups which meet

weekly on Thursday nights— Publicity (media). Fundraising
and Education. In addition, there are monthly community
meetings with potlucks (next one is Aug 13f 6pm at the YWCA,
on Chestnut and Walnut, 1n Santa Cruz). More energy iIs des-

perately needed to defeat this outrageous proposition. Call
426-9182 for more information.

dyke
cuts

by Catherine
call for

appointment
PP 417-3776

pretext for discriminating against



MORS ON BRIGGS G\Y TEACHEFS

The results of two recent

surveyst one iIn California
and one across the country,
show Briggs* anti-Gay tea-
cher ini tiative may have an
uphill battle being passed.

The results of a question-
naire sent out by Assemblyman
Herschel Rosenthal indicated
only 31 would vote "yes"™ on
the i1nitiative, whereas 62"
said they would vote against
it and 7/~ were undecided.

Additionally, McCalls maga-
zine surveyed 4000 elementary
and high schocl teachers se-
lected at random across the
U.S, and asked them 1f homo-
sexuals should be allowed to
teach? Of those returning the
questionnaire, reported
complaints of homosexual con-
tact between teachers and
students. However, 13" or
nearly twice as many, report-
ed complaints of hetero-
sexual contact between tea-
chers ar.d studeui;s. of
the principals re impending
indicated tiiat they would
not automatically dismiss a
teacher for being homosexual.

— ACLU Gay Rights News
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a feminist news collective

Gibbous FiiSING is not only the de-
scription of a partial moon becoming
whole, but signifies the growth of
women and the rising recognition of
feminism and liberation.

Vvomen’'s news: art. events, and
poetry — a year for $5.00.

Gibbous RISING — 1230 H St
Sacramento, California 95814
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RUBY'S ADVERTISING RATES
We want to support more of the cost of
our production through ads. We also hope
to raise enough to start printing, (In-
stead of mimeo%- i N,
So 1f you would like to place an ad with
us, please send camera ready copy (black
Ink and graphics on white paper to size)
and payment by the 15th of the month.

Our rates are as follow:

CLASSIFIED:

-will be typed, single spaced
-$1.00 for first 25 words
-h ,50 for each additional 10 words

DIS PLAY : )
-$2.00 per column inch

N\ N\

@2 3/” Inches wide)

hgap, wide $ 600
- page x 2 3A "7 .
"3 bage X 2 3a"  512.00
i U X 6" 51200
-full page 6-]' x 6~ 524.00
Feel

free to write or call about t"-ades .

box 2386, ¢anta cru), 95063



