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The R u h y fru it  R eadher i s  
S a n ta  C ru z ’ s ONLY le s b i a n  
communiiiue. She i s  p u b lis h e d  
as o f te n  as  p o s s ib le  (e v ­
e ry  1-2 m ths) by a s m a ll  
c o l l e c t i v e .  Not a l l  o f  us 
n e c e s s a r i ly  a g re e  w ith  ev­
e r y th in g  t h a t  i s  p r in t e d  
b u t we ta k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  ch o o sin g  to  p r i n t  w hat­
e v e r  ap p e a rs  i n  Ruby. We 
a r e  open to  ta k in g  i n  new 
members— c a l l  ^ 26-DYKE 
f o r  m ee tin g  t im e s .
WHAT’S HAPPENING W/ US?
We a re  p ro u d  to  announce 
t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  th e  
2ND ANNIVERSARY ISSUE. A lth o  
m o ra l i s  low , we a re  a -  
mazed to  be t h i s  o ld .  We 
a r e  i n  d e s p e ra te  need o f  new 
e n e rg y . U n t i l  we g e t  t h a t  
e n e rg y , we w i l l  be coming 
o u t as o f te n  as we can .
We need a r t i c l e s , g r a p h i c s , 
f r i e n d s  to  come over a t  
l a y - o u t  tim e  to  h e lp  o u t 
w ith  th e  t a s k s .
We w ant to  th a n k  a l l  th e  
p e o p le  who s e n t  s t u f f  i n  
f o r  t h i s  i s s u e ;  keep th o se  
c a rd s  and l e t t e r s  coming 
i n  f o lk s  I
RUBYF^IT READHER 
Box 2386, S a n ta  C ruz , 95063 
I f  any l e s b i a n  c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  
35^.» th e n  Ruby i s  f r e e .

CONTRIBUTIONS 
We alw ays need  c o n t r ib u ­
t io n s  , b o th  g r a p h ic s  and 
w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s .  G rap h ic s  
m ust be b la c k  in k  on w h ite  
p a p e r  and be e i t h e r  3 o r  6" 
w id e . W r i t te n  m a te r i a l s  m ust 
have a  s ig n a 1 ;u re , p h o n e , & 
a d d r e s s ,  a l t h o  a  pseudonym , 
w i l l  be p r i n t e d  by r e q u e s t .
We te n d  to  g iv e  p r e f e r / e n c e  
to  m a te r ia l s  s u b m it te d  by 
S a n ta  Cruz C ounty le s b ia n s  
a l th o  we a l s o  a p p r e c ia te  a r ­
t i c l e s  t h a t  c o n c e rn  o u t - o f -  
town e v e n t s .
DISTRIBUTION POINTS 
P ic k  up Ruby a t  th e  fo l lo w ­
in g  p la c e s  and  p u t  y r  35^ 
i n  th e  cam  R is in g  Moon ^ ’ s 
c t r ,  S .C .^ ’ s H e a lth  C t r . ,  
M other R ig h t B o o k s to re /  
You’ve Got Me F ly in g  K ite  
Shop , UCSC ^ ’ s s t u d i e s ;  
a l s o  on s a l e  a t  Bookshop 
S a n ta  C ruz. P le a s e  sen d  us 
y r  $ i f  you p ic k  Ruby up 
a t  P h y l’ s ,  D ragon Moon, 
o r  C a b r i l lo  ^ ’ s C t r .

The c o v e r p h o to  i s  by 
C ly t i a  P u l l e r  o f  a  s c u lp ­
tu r e  by Tanya W o lff . I f  you 
w ould l i k e  t o  s e e  more o f 
h e r  p h o to g ra p h s , s e e  h e r  ex ­
h i b i t  a t  th e  K i te  Shop o r 
h e r  p h o to -p o s tc a r d s  a t  Mo­
t h e r  R ig h t o r  jp’ s c e n te r .
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Reflections on a Friilay-the-15th

o f f e r e d  by E. /
The new R is in g  Moon Women’s C e n te r  opened w ith  am azing 

en erg y  on F r id a y , J a n u a ry  1 3 th , 1978. About 200 women 
showed up to  s e e  th e  sp ace  t h a t  i s  d e d ic a te d  to  themo

M usic, an  en e rg y  c i r c l e ,  d a n c in g , s o c i a l i z i n g ,  and some 
announcem ents w ere th e  i t i n e r a r y  f o r  th e  e v e n in g . Much o f  
w hat o ccu red  was w e l l - r e n d e r e d  and w e l l - r e c e iv e d ,  b u t n o t a l l  
w ent sm o o th ly . T here were tim e s  when c o n f l i c t i n g  d e s i r e s  seem­
ed to  ta k e  o v e r; some women w anted focus and d i r e c t i o n ,  w h ile  
o th e r s  w anted a more random s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  T here were some 
an g ry  exchanges and a few bad m om ents.

On th e  whole I  f e l t  happy t h a t  o u r c e n te r  i s  r e a l l y  hap­
p e n in g , and t h a t  so  many s i s t e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  enough w ith  th e  
sp ace  to  come to g e th e r  f o r  i t ’s in c e p t io n .  Though th e r e  were 
some d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and m is ta k e s  w ere made, I  f e e l  t h a t  th e  
e v e n t was a  s u c c e s s .  However I  am co n cern ed  a b o u t th e  n eg a­
t i v i t y  t h a t  o c c u re d , and w ould l i k e  to  s h a re  some o f  ray p e r ­
s o n a l  im p re s s io n s . How come th e r e  w ere p ro b le m s, and w hat 
m igh t be t r i e d  i n  th e  f u tu r e  to  p re v e n t  them?

As a  lo n g - tim e  p e rfo rm e r  I  
have accu m u la ted  some e x p e r ie n c e  
i n  p r e s e n t in g  p u b l ic  e v e n ts .  Not 
t o  say  I  am an  e x p e r t ,  b u t  I  
have n o t ic e d  a  few th in g s  t h a t  
seem to  w ork. E v en ts  l i k e  th e s e  
seem to  ru n  m ost sm ooth ly  when 
m ost p e o p le  know w h a t’ s b een  
p la n n e d . U s u a lly  one p e rs o n  a c ts
as  f a c i l i t a t o r ,  o r  MC, and keeps th e  crowd in fo rm ed  as to  
w h a t’s h ap p en in g . A s u p p o r t in g  s t a f f  h e lp s  to  c a r r y  o u t th e  
d e t a i l s  and keeps th in g s  to g e th e r .  This ty p e  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  
was la c k in g  on th e  1 3 th , I  f e e l ,  m ain ly  b ecau se  o f  in e x p e r i -  
0 nc 0

The o r i g i n a l  p la n  o f  th e  ev en in g  had been  a s  fo llo w s»  a 
s m a ll  open ing  cerem ony done by th e  c o l l e c t i v e ,  some q u ie t  mu­
s i c ,  a  l i t t l e  t a l k i n g ,  and th e n  d an c in g  and s o c i a l i z i n g  to  
f i n i s h  o u t th e  e v e n in g , "^his p la n  was d e s ig n e d  by th e  c o l l e c ­
t i v e  to  m eet t h r e e  needs -  a  tim e o f  focus  and o n e n e ss , a
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chance—to  in fo n u -e v e ry o n e  o f  w h a t 's  g o in g  on a t  th e  c e n te r  so  
f a r ,  and a  tim e f o r  g e n e r a l  c e l e b r a t io n  and s o c i a l i z i n g .

I f  our MC had t o ld  everyone a t  th e  b e g in n in g  (an d  r e p e a te d  
h e r  announcem ent l a t e r  f o r  th e  wave o f newcomers) everyone 
w ould have known t h a t  t h e i r  needs were b e in g  a c c o u n te d  f o r .  
I n s t e a d ,  one woman in v i t e d  random s o c i a l i z i n g  a t  th e  c lo s in g  
o f  th e  en erg y  c i r c l e ,  and c o n fu s io n  began to  ta k e  h o ld . The 
q u i e t e r  p lan n ed  e v e n ts  w ere begun a f t e r  m uch^shushing and 
s h o u tin g  w hich i r r i t a t e d  some and was a  s t r a i n  on o th e r s .  I t  
a l s o  was tim e-consum ing  and made th e  f i r s t  e v e n ts  ta k e  much 
lo n g e r  th a n  p la n n e d .

A no th er th in g  I  n o t ic e d  was t h a t  th e  p e rfo rm e rs  seemed un­
in fo rm ed  as  to  th e  o r d e r ,  d u r a t io n ,  and ty p e  o f  t h e i r  a p p e a r­
a n c e s .  I n  th e  p a s t  I  have found t h a t  th in g s  go b e t t e r  when 
ev e ry o n e  can  s t a t e  t h e i r  needs and a g re e  on th e  p ro c e e d in g s . 
T h is  b i t  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  d id  n o t happen e i t h e r  -  p a r t l y  due 
t o  la c k  o f  tim e -  and a g a in  -  I  f e e l ,  e x p e r ie n c e .

T hese a re  s m a ll  m a t te r s ,  r e a l l y ,  b u t th e y  d id  l e a d  to  some 
c o n f l i c t .  I  hope th e  women o f th e  S a n ta  Cruz community w i l l  
u n d e r s ta n d , and n o t be tu rn e d  o f f  by our b u m blings.

I  f e e l  th e r e  i s  a  d e e p e r  p ro b ­
lem , how ever, and I®m n o t so  s u re  
i t  c a n  be as e a s i l y  rem ed ied . I t  
i s  th e  v a ry in g  p o l i t i c a l  v iew s 
o f  many women, w hich I  f e l t  con ­
t r i b u t e d  to  th e  a tm osphere  of 
c o n f l i c t .  I  th in k  p e rh ap s  i t  
b o i l s  down to  "do we change th e  
sy s te m  v i o l e n t l y  o r n o n - v io le n t -  
l y ? ” Some f e e l  s t r o n g ly  one way and some th e  o th e r .  I  only  
hope th e  d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s n 't  become a d i s - u n i f y in g  s p l i t  t o  
w eaken u s .

I  m y se lf  am i n  f a v o r  o f  a g e n t l e  r e v o lu t io n .  I  c a n n o t f e e l  
s u p p o r t iv e  o f  v io le n c e .  I  h a v e n 't  n o t ic e d  t h a t  th e  b loody 
r e v o lu t io n s  o f th e  p a s t  have .a c h ie v e d  t r u e  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r  
many -  c e r t a i n l y  n o t f o r  women. To me th e  t r u e  changes a re  
made th ro u g h  lo v e  and c o n s c io u s n e s s - r a i s in g .  T here may be a 
p h a se  o f h e a l th y  a n g e r , b u t w ith  r e le a s e  and p e a c e f u l  a l t e r ­
n a t iv e s  a t  i t s  end -  n o t  w ar.

I t  i s  th e  p a t r ia r c h y  t h a t  s t a r t s  wars and has t o  accom­

d

p l i s h  th in g s  th ro u g h  c o m p e ti t io n  and f o r c e ,  I  have re a d  t h a t  i 
th e  a n c ie n t  G o d d ess-w o rsh ip p in g  m a tr ia r c h ie s  were p e a c e fu l  

‘c u l t u r e s • The in v a d in g  m ale-d o m in a ted  G od-w orsh ipp ing  t r i b e s  
a c q u ir e d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  th ro u g h  b loodshed  and c o e rc io n .

I  know th e r e  a r e  many an g ry  s i s t e r s  (and  th e y  have a  r i g h t  
t o  be a n g ry )  who d o n 't  se e  any o th e r  way, I  only  hope a  d ia ­
lo g u e  ca n  e x i s t  t o  keep  us a t  one w ith  each  o th e r .  P erhaps 
th e  c e n te r  w i l l  become a sp ace  f o r  such  d ia lo g u e s ,

I  f e e l  we need  to  remember t h a t  as women we a re  new a t  th e  
ta s k s  we a r e  u n d e r ta k in g . M ost o f us a re  c o n d it io n e d  from  
b i r t h  t o  be l e d ,  and l e t  o th e r s  do th e  o rg a n iz in g . We a r e  
bound to  make m is ta k e s .  But i f  we can  l e a r n  from  them , and 
fo rg iv e  o u r s e lv e s ,  and each  o th e r  to o -  we can  s u r e ly  grow  and 
f l o u r i s h  i n  tim e ,. BLESSED B E . . , .  Love, E.

o u ts id e
th e  t r e e s  grow t a l l  and g re e n  
on a c o a t  l i n e

f a r t h e r  n o r th  th a n  h e re  
you grow
f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  from  me 
w ith  e v e ry  p a s s in g  day 
th e  su n  p la y s  i n  th e  t i p s  o f  t r e e s  
r a r e l y  re a c h in g  g round  
wood c lo s e  to  wood 

t h i c k l y
g u a rd in g  ro o ts  
s in k in g  d e e p e r  f o r  n u t r i e n t s  
i n  th e  d a r k / i  th in k  

o f r o o t  system s 
lo n g e r  th a n  system s 

r e g u l a t e  f lu x  and f lo w  
i n  th e  shadowed m achinery  
y o u r  su n  h a s n 't  to u ch ed  
f o r  so  lo n g
i  grow  mushrooms where you 
once w alked - 
my wood i n  brown 
s tu d i e s  th e  te m p e ra tu re  
o f  y o u r m o i s t ' r e t u r n
k a te  a rag o n
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The S a n ta  Cruz Women's 
H e a lth  C o l le c t iv e  w i l l  be o f ­
f e r in g  low c o s t  c o u n s e lin g  
f o r  women s t a r t i n g  in  m id- 
F e b ru a ry . They w i l l  be p r o ­
v id in g  in d iv id u a l  c o u n s e l­
in g  by la y  c o u n se lo rs  as  w e ll  
a s  community m en ta l h e a l th  
r e f e r r a l s .

The fo cu s  of th e s e  coun^ 
s e l i n g  se rv ic .e s  i s  to  a s s i s t  
women in*
— D evelop ing  and s t r e n g th e n ­
in g  l\e r  se n se  o f s e l f  
- - A s s e r t in g  and e x p re s s in g  
h e r s e l f
— D evelop ing  a  p o s i t i v e  se n se  
o f  h e r  body and s e x u a l i ty  
— C o n fro n tin g  e x p e c ta t io n s  she  
has o f  h e r s e l f  and  f e e l s  o th -  
.ers have :^or h e r  . . __
—Working th ro u g h  f e e l in g s  of 
l^ o n e lin e ss  and i s o l a t i o n  
—A ccep tin g  th e  p ro c e ss  o f 
a g in g
—L e arn in g  p ro b le m -so lv in g  
tech n ic iu es
—D evelop ing  a  p e r s o n a l  su p ­
p o r t  sy stem
-^-Becoming more autonomous 
w h ile  b re a k in g  down r e s t r i c -  
, t iv e  r o le s
— R e a liz in g  p e r s o n a l  pow er 
--rD isco v erin g  ch an n e ls  f o r  a c ­
t i o n  and change, bo th  p e rs o n ­
a l  and p o l i t i c a l

I n d iv id u a l  c o u n s e lin g  w i l l  
be o f f e r e d  f o r  a  maximum o f 
e ig h t  t o  t e n  w eeks. The empha-

women to  j 
s o lv e  p ro b lem s, f i n d  s u p p o r t ,  I 
and make p o s i t i v e  l i f e  changes | 
w i th in  a  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f t im e ,I  
F o r  women who a r e  i n  need of I 
lo n g - te rm  th e ra p y  o r  who a r e  
i n  a  s e r io u s  ongoing  c r i s i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  Women's H e a lth  
C o l le c t iv e  w i l l  be p ro v id in g  
a  community m e n ta l h e a l th  r e ­
f e r r a l  sy s te m . The r e f e r r a l s  
w i l l  be b a se d  on th e  c o l l e c ­
t i v e ' s  r e s e a r c h  and e x p e r i ­
e n c e , on th e  work o f  o th e r  com­
m un ity  g ro u p s , and on in p u t  
from  women i n  th e  com m unity.
Use o f  th e s e  r e f e r r a l s  w i l l  
p ro v id e  a means f o r  women to  
make more in fo rm ed  c h o ic e s  a -  
b o u t m e n ta l h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  in  
t h i s  co u n ty ,.

I n  th e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  th e  Wo­
m en 's H e a lth  C o l le c t iv e  w i l l  
be o f f e r in g  g ro u p  c o u n s e l in g . 
T hese g ro u p s  w i l l  be f o r  wo­
men who p r e f e r  g ro u p  c o u n s e l­
in g ,  o r who have had  in d iv ­
i d u a l  c o u n s e lin g  and  w ant to  
c o n tin u e  m e e tin g . Lay coun­
s e l o r s  who f a c i l i t a t e  th e  
g ro u p s  w i l l  s h a re  c o u n s e lin g  ' 
s k i l l s ,  so  t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly  wo­
men i n  th e  g ro u p  c o u ld  ta k e  
p a r t  i n  th e  f a c i l i t a t i n g  p ro ­
c e s s ,  T here  w i l l  a ilso  be sp e ­
c i a l  fo cu s  g ro u p s . P o s s i b i l ­
i t i e s  in c lu d e  g ro u p s  f o r  new 
m o th e rs , l e s b i a n s ,  h ig h  sc h o o l 
women, and m enopausal women.

T hese  g roups can  be an  im por­
t a n t  way f o r  women to  b u i ld  
a  m u tual s u p p o r t  sy stem  and a  
ne tw ork  f o r  p rom o ting  change 
f o r  th em se lv es  and each  o th e r  
w i th in  a s o c i a l  c o n te x t .

The S a n ta  Cruz Women's 
H e a lth  C o l le c t iv e  o p e ra te s  
th e  Women's H e a lth  C e n te r  on 
250 L ocust S t ,  They a r e  a 
g ro u p  of t h i r t y  women who a r e  
u l t im a te ly  com m itted t o  a  
h e a l t h  c a re  sy stem  b ased  on 
p e o p le 's  needs r a t h e r  th a n  p ro  
f i t .  They a r e  w orking t o  d e­
v e lo p  a p r e v e n t iv e  and ed u ca ­
t i o n - o r i e n t e d  h e a l th  c a re  s y s ­
tem  which em phasizes c o n c e p ts  
o f  whole body and em o tio n a l 
h e a l t h .  T h e ir  c o u n s e lin g  p ro ­
gram  has come o u t o f th e s e  
g o a ls  as w e ll  as th e  need_ f  o r  
low  c o s t ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  fe m i­

n i s t  th e ra p y  i n  S a n ta  C ru z , 7 
I n  t h e i r  own words 1 ” Our 

c o u n s e l in g  w i l l  be in  d i r e c t  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e r ­
apy , T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  th e  t h e r ­
a p i s t - c l i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  has 
been  t h a t  o f  a  d o m in an t, omni­
p o te n t  a u t h o r i t y  ( u s u a l ly  m ale) 
t h e r a p i s t  and a  h e l p l e s s ,  meek 
woman c l i e n t .  Too o f te n  women 
have b een  revrarded  f o r  p a t ­
t e r n s  o f d i s t r e s s  and depend­
en cy , I n  o u r work we v iew  b o th  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  th e  c o u n s e l­
in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  as e q u a ls .  
Women's p e r s o n a l  p rob lem s a re  
n o t s e e n  e n t i r e l y  i n  an  i n d i ­
v id u a l  c o n te x t}  th e y  a r e  a ls o  
s e e n  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  th e  
b ro a d e r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t , ”

a c .  w o n y N ' j

HEftLTH CENTER
HeaVih oni Coun^Uinj 
Hedical Apftottvtmeist

Coun^loe iVuoiiabie 
Dr, f2eferTal5 /Medicsikk Ubrory

Cow«e.rio4 SgnAV  ̂ *
|OP£U: tO-M M-F; 7-9j>4»i.Wecl.

250 LOCUST ST. 
-3500

- M  hoar jihoneUne.- 
HRabvinMt dlsWbutiOo pflfftt*



s'- SOMEWHAT RANDOM THOUGHTS ON

POLITICS & ART
T,=+ mnrith I  w ent t o  th e  H o lly  N ear/M ary W atk ins c o n c e r t ,  
i l l e r ^ r l s  i  in v i t e d  t o  a  p a r t y .  A lth o u g h  I 'v e  had f a n -
t a s i ^ o f  m eeting  H o lly , t a lk in g  t o  h e r  as e q u a ls  . as two 
o o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c io u s , c r e a t iv e  women, i t  d id n  t  p ro v e  to  
be t h a t  e a s y . I  was n e rv o u s , d id  n o t w ant t o  come on l i k e  a  
g ro u p y ! f e l t  f r u s t r a t e d  t h a t  sh e  d i d n ' t  know me and o f course] 
c o u ld  i n  no way deduce from  my e x t e r i o r  t h a t  we d have any - 
th in g  in  common. And a l l  th e  w h ile  I  was w o n d e r i f  h 
id e a  t h a t  ” i f  on ly  she knew^me s h e 'd  f in d  me an  i n t e r e s t i ^  
o e rs o n  ” was j u s t  my ego ru rm ing  w ild .  And y e t  I  c o u ld  n o t 
t r a n s c e n d  th e  u rgency  to  l e t  h e r  know what an  im p o r ta n t i n ­
f lu e n c e  she  has been  on my l i f e o  What a p o w e rfu l r o l e  mo­
d e l  she  was f o r  me; a  woman u s in g  h e r  t a l e n t  to  r a i s e ,  c ^ -  
s c io u s n e s s ,  make s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  comment, e t c . ,  when 
q t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  a  o n e -b ed ro o m h o u se  w ith  a  man, l o s t ,  w ith  
ou t Durpose and v e ry  f r u s t r a t e d .  A f te r  p lu c k in g  up cou rage  
I  t r i e d  t r e x p l a i n  some o f  t h i s  t o  h e r ,  b u t  my v o ic e  tre m ­
b le d ,  I  t r i p p e d  o v er th e  words and backed o f f ,  e m b a rra sse d .

Not o n ly  was I  em b arassed , I  was a l s o  an g ry  
a t  m y se lf  f o r  g iv in g  away a l l  my power 
t o  h e r ,  I  was c o n fu se d . What i s  i t ,  
t h i s  c e l e b r i t y  s tu f f? -  How c o u ld  I  
behave l i k e  t h a t ,  sh ak y , p o w e rle ss  
n e a r  h e r?  I n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  o f c o u rs e ,
I  a c c e p t  t h a t  I  have as much w o rth , 
b u t  my r e a c t i o n  was e m o tio n a l. I  
d o n 't  b e g in  to  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .  We a re  
a l l  women t o g e th e r .  We do w hat we do 
t e s t  and o f f e r  i t  to  th e  community, 
w h e th e r i t  i s  f ix in g  c a r s ,  o rg a n iz in g  

‘c h i l d  c a re  c e n t e r s ,  p u t t i n g  o u t women's 
p u b l i c a t io n s  ( l i k e  Ruby) . w r i t in g  and r e a d ­
in g  p o e t r y ,  o r g iv in g  c o n c e r ts  o f  women's m u sic . .
A l l  th e s e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  a re  v a lu a b le ,  y e t  th e  con­
t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  a re  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  ’'p e rfo rm an ce  a r t s "  
le a d  to  t h i s  u n f o r tu n a te  im balance  betw een  woman .p e r-  
f ^ ^ i n g  and woman i n  a u d ie n c e .

-What can  be done t o  p re v e n t  t h i s ?  P erhaps v e ry  l i t t l e .  H o lly  
does h e r  b e s t .  E ven a f t e r -  two perform iances th e  o th e r  n ig h t  
sh e  came up f r o n t  a f te rw a rd s  to  t a l k .  The women a t  O liv ia  9 
R ecords have  t r i e d  to  overcome th e  c e l e b r i t y  system  by g i v ­
in g  everyone  in v o lv e d  in  p r o d u c t io n  e q u a l b i l l i n g  on th e  
r e c o rd  j a c k e t s .  When O liv ia  women g iv e  c o n c e r ts  th ey  usu ­
a l l y  g iv e  each  p e r fo rm e r  e q u a l s ta g e  tim e r e g a r d le s s  o f 
w hat th e  c a p i t a l i s t i c  e n te r ta in m e n t  in d u s t r y  c a l l s  "d raw ing  
p o w er."  However, i r o n i c a l l y  a t  su ch  c o n c e r ts  I 'v e  found my­
s e l f  f r u s t r a t e d .  As one exam ple o n ly , a lo n g , t e c h n ic a l ly  
e x c e l l e n t  p ia n o  s o lo  i s  n o t n e a r ly  as e x c i t in g  to  me as 
H o l ly 's  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  p o w erfu l and moving lu l la b y  to  h e r ­
s e l f .  (THIS IS AN EXAMPLE- REMEMBER- NOT "IS  HOLLY BETTER 
THAN M ^Y ?") I  t h in k  t h i s  i s  b ecau se  a p ia n o  i s  a p ian o  i s  
a  p ia n o  and makes p ian o  sounds w h e th e r i t ' s  p lay ed  by a 
m ale or fe m a le . I t  would ta k e  
a  v e ry  r a d i c a l  change of ap­
p ro a c h  t o  th e  in s tru m e n t to  
draw  from  i t  w hat co u ld  be 
c a l l e d  "Women's M usic ."  I t  i s  
n o t  enough t h a t  th e  p i a n i s t  
be fe m a le . I n  c o n t r a s t ,  a  wo­
m an 's  v o ic e  i s  m ira c u lo u s ;  i t  
c a n  convey a l l  th e  s u b t l e t i e s  
o f  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  and em o tion , 
p a s t  and p r e s e n t .  I  th in k  THIS 
i s  th e  s t u f f  women's c u l tu r e  
i s  made o f .  P e rh ap s  many wo­
men would a g r e e .  But d a re  we 
s a y  so? Are we a f r a i d  to  show 
obvious p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  one a r ­
t i s t  over a n o th e r ,  so  c a r e ­
f u l  a re  we to  be f a i r ,  p o l i t i ­
c a l l y  c c r r e c t ,  e t c .  (By th e  
way -  who d e c id e s  w hat is '^p o - 
l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t"  anyway?;
I  f in d  m yself q u e s t io n in g  i f  
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  f a i r n e s s  i s   ̂ ^
b e s t  f o r  women’ s a r t .  T h is  b r in g s  me to  th e  e th i c s  o f th e  
c o l l e c t i v e  p ro c e ss  where a r t  i s  c o n c e rn e d . S hou ld  we a llo w  
QQqqgo'tl'v© p ro c e ss  to  o v e rlo o k  th e  o b v io u s ly  e x t r a o r d in a r y ^



ta le n ts^ ^ o f  a  few  women so t h a t  th o se  l e s s  t a l e n t e d  IN 
PARTICULAR AREA be encouraged? I f  th e  answ er i s   ̂ yes » 
two s u b ^ q u e s tio n s  s p r in g  up j I s  t h i s  c o n d e s c e n s io n ? , an d ,
Where do we draw  th e  l i n e ,  i f  anyw here, l ^ e n  c o l l e c t i v e  p ro ­
c e s s  becomes d e t r im e n ta l  t o  th e  grovrth of women’s c u l tu r e  
th e n  p e rh ap s  i t  i s  th e  wrong p ro cesso
and a r t  a r e  t r i c k y  p a r tn e r s ,  b u t what a re  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
C e r ta in ly  n o t a  r e t u r n  to  th e  p e rv e rs e  s t a r  sy s te m , b u t i t  
does seem t h a t  we women, i n  our a c u te  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  th e  
need to  s u p p o r t  and encourage  ALL women, sh o u ld  n o t ig n o re  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  be a  few who w i l l  r i s e  above th e  
u s u a l  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  awaken u s ,  te a c h  us and t h r i l l  us 
and i n  so  d o in g , c o n t r ib u te  to  our v i s i o n  o f w hat i s  p o s s i ­
b l e ,  and i n  t u r n  c o n t r ib u te  im m easurably  to  r i s i ^  women s 
c u l tu re o  L e t us n o t s t i f l e  them , even  a l i t t l e ,  i n  o u r , 
clum sy a t te m p ts  a t  e q u a l iz in g  th in g s ;  r a t h e r ,  l e t  us exam­
in e  more c lo s e ly  WHY we f e e l  th e  need to  e q u a l iz e  th in g s  i n  
th e  a r e a  o f a r t .  Are we t r y in g  to  make up f o r  th e  h i e r a r c h ­
i c a l .  p a t r i a r c h a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  women have had  to  s t r u g g le  
th ro u g h ?  I f  s o , i s  t h i s  th e  way? I s  t h i s  l i b e r a l i s m .  Does 
t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  s p r in g  from  our f e a r  o f pow er and th e  way 
we have s e e n  i t  u sed?
P erh ap s  when women’s c u l tu r e  i s  o ld e r ,  more d e f in e d ,  we w i l l  
be c o n f id e n t  t h a t  a llo w in g  some o f us to  f l y  h ig h  as  we can  
h e lp s  ALL women and i n  no way d im in ish e s  any one o f u s .  b u t 
r a t h e r  i n s p i r e s  u s .  I t  ta k e s  a  v e ry  lo n g  tim e  to  b u i ld  a 
c u l t u r e ;  I  th in k  we sh o u ld  keep  f a r - s i g h t e d .  We, 
com m itted  t o  ch an g e , a re  g ro p in g  f o r  new ways o f d o in g  th in g s  
Some o f  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  we t r y  w i l l  n o t t u r n  ou t t o  be 
w hat i s  b e s t  i n  th e  long  ru n .  L e t us be v ig  i l a n t  o f  ou r • 
p r o c e s s e s , re -ex am in e  them , and be w i l l in g  to  r e p la c e  what 
p ro v e s  t o  be i n e f f e c t u a l  o r  h a rm fu l w ith  y e t  o th e r  a l t e r n a -
t  iv e s  e
I  f e e l  I ’m ta k in g  a  r i s k  i n  w r i t in g  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  I  am a -  
f r a i d  I  w i l l  expose m y se lf  as  p o l i t i c a l l y  n a iv e  and o r  w orse , 
" e l i t i s t . ” I ’ve b ro u g h t up a  l o t  o f  q u e s t io n s  and I  have no 
a n sw e rs , I  am w r i t in g  th e s e  th o u g h ts  i n  hope t h a t  th e y  w i l l  
s p a rk  d i s c u s s io n ,  among women and o u t o f t h a t  w i l l  come more 
u n d e r s ta n d in g . I n  s o l i d a r i t y  and lo v e ,.

HEWS FHOM LUO
-The L e sb ia n  U m bre lla  ‘O rgan i­
z a tio n s*  Ja n u a ry  m eeting  was 
a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  The to p ic  
f o r  d i s c u s s io n  was "B reak ­
in g  I n to  th e  L e sb ia n  Comm­
u n ity "  , S in c e  newcomers a re  
a lw ays welcome a t  L.U .O . 
m e e tin g s , q u i te  a few  were 
p r e s e n t .
A f te r  th e  u s u a l f r o l i c k in g  
fu n  o f  th e  ic e b r e a k e r  games, 
we broke i n to  s m a l le r  groups 
t o  d is c u s s  th e  i s s u e s .  A ll  
o f  th e  g ro u p s  had a  l i v e l y  
tim e  s h a r in g  t h e i r  view s and 
e x p e r ie n c e s  and came up w ith  
some f a n t a s t i c  id e a s  f o r  
m aking newcomers f e e l  a t  
home in  th e  community. Some 
o f  th e  id e a s  inc luded*  g e t ­
t i n g  much needed in fo rm a tio n  
to  th e  newcomer, such  as 
w h a t’s g o in g  on in  our com­
m u n ity , w here th e  l e s b ia n  
o p e ra te d  b u s in e s s e s  a re  and 
how b e s t  t o  g e t  ^ q u a in te d  
i n  o u r a r e a .
A l l  o f  us ag reed  t h a t  p o tlu c k s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  welcome new­
com ers would be a  good id e a , 
a s  w e ll  as  hav ing  a  g roup 
d e s ig n a te d  * the w e lc o m i^  
co m m itte e " . P a c k e ts  o f  i n ­
fo rm a tio n  w i l l  h o p e fu l ly  
be read y  to  hand o u t to  new­
com ers a t  dur f i r s t  Newcomer 
P o tlf tc k —Feb. 1 2 th — Noon-»
2 pm a t  533 S e a b r ig h t  Ave— 
The R is in g  Moon Women’s

by T ig g e r  and B u t t e r f ly
C e n te r . We need t o t a l  l e s ­
b i a n  s u p p o r t  to  make t h i s  a  
s u c c e s s .  P le a s e  come, b r in g  
your food  and y o u r f r ie n d s  
and y r  p l a t e  and s i lv e r w a r e .  
We p .lan  to  make t h i s  a t  
l e a s t  a  m onthly  e v e n t .
A lso , mark y o u r c a le n d a r  f o r  
th e  n e x t L.U .O . m ee tin g — 
Feb, 19th  2 -5  pm a t  th e  
Women’s C e n te r . See y ’a l l  
th e r e  I

C A f t ,9 E N T K j

Auro
TAN Ice.

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED 
WOyiEN’S COUNSELING* L ow -cost, 
s h o r t - te r m  c o u n s e l in g  by la y  
c o u n s e lo rs  o f  th e  S a n ta  Cruz 
Women’s H e a lth  C o l l e c t i v e .
Wq w i l l  be t a k in g  a p p o in t­
m ents s t a r t i n g  F e b ,13. C a l l  
^ 27- 3500.



12 I  was bo rn  a  dyke,
Then th ey  to o k  i t  o u t o f  me

(They ta u g h t  me to  f e a r  
They ta u g h t  me to  d o u b t 
fmy s e l f 3
They ta u g h t  me to  th in k  on ly  o f  o th e rs  
They ta u g h t  me to  s i t  w ith  le g s  c ro s s e d  
And n o t taJce up to o  much sp ace
And walk c a r e f u l l y  th ro u g h  L i f e ,  to o  c a r e f u l l y ,  
And d o n 't  t r y
And d o n 't  do a n y th in g  a lo n e  
And d o n 't  do a n y th in g  w e ll  
And d o n 't  know a l l  t h a t  I  am
CWith my p o w e r fu l l ,  s o u l f u l l  s t r e n g th }  ----
They ta u g h t  me to  be a  good g i r l .
And th ey  to o k  away”lPhe Knowledge 
T h a t was in s id e  m e.)

I  le a rn e d  i t  so  w e ll
T h a t I  th o u g h t I  was on ly  r e c e n t ly
a  " p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e r t"  t o  le s b ia n is m .

B ut now I  know.
I t ' s  been  i n  me a l l  a lo n g  
I  m ere ly  had i t  s t o l e n .

Now I  have c la im ed  i t  b ack , 

K aren  B.

The Great Goddess Re-Emerging
13

F or m i l l e n i a  th ro u g h o u t th e  
a n c ie n t  w o rld , th e  G re a t God­
d ess  was re v e re d  as h o ld in g  
th e  pow er o f l i f e ,  d e a th , 
and r e b i r t h ,  as  th e  g iv e r  o f 
wisdom, j u s t  law , and th e  
a r t s  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  and as 
th e  p r o t e c to r  o f p eace  and 
th e  n u r tu r e r  o f g ro w th . I n  
th e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  th e  l a s t  
o f h e r  tem p les  was f o r c ib ly  
c lo s e d  i n  th e  5;th c e n tu ry  AD, 
But an  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  move­
m ent a ro s e  to  name Mary, 
"Theotokos.,."- th e  M other o f 
God. W hile d eny ing  th e  God­
d ess  , th e  C h r i s t i a n  C hurch, 
f o r  th e  sak e  o f  i t s  own s u r ­
v i v a l ,  a llo w ed  th e  w o rsh ip  
o f  Mary t o  f l o u r i s h  i n  th e  
M e d ite r ra n e a n  and C e l t i c  coun­
t r i e s  w here th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
th e  goddess was s t r o n g .

Today, th e  sym bol o f  th e  
G re a t  G oddess i s  re -e m e rg in g  
i n  th e  m id s t o f  a  c u l tu r e  
w hich has been  p re d o m in a n tly  
p a t r i a r c h a l  f o r  s e v e r a l  th o u s ­
and y e a r s .  Symbol o f w h o lis -  
t i c  U n d e rs ta n d in g , c o o p e ra ­
t i v e  p r o c e s s , and n a tu r a l  en ­
ergy» sh e  i s  b e in g  r e d is c o v ­
e re d  by many who seek  new 
v i s io n s  o f p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r ­
i t u a l  pow er. H ers i s  th e  w is ­
dom o f s e a so n  and c y c le ,  wax­
in g  and w aning , b i r t h  and 
d e a th ,  t h a t  many o f us d i s -

r

c o v e r  as we come to  t r u s t  our 
e x p e r ie n c e s  and t o  i n t e g r a t e  
th e  p sy c h ic  and h e a l in g  f o r ­
ces  w i th in  o u rs e lv e s  and our 
w o rld . The goddess i s  an  o u t­
e r  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f th e s e  en­
e r g ie s  i n  o u r s e lv e s .

T here  w i l l  be a  weekend p ro ­
gram on th e  Goddess Re-Emerg­
in g  th ro u g h  th e  U n iv . o f C a l. 
E x te n s io n  a t  S a n ta  C ruz, Mar. 
31 th ro u g h  A p r i l  2 . T h is  con­
f e r e n c e  w i l l  be m u l t i f a c e te d ,  
e x p lo r in g  th e  s to r y  and w is ­
dom o f th e  Goddess th ro u g h  
a r t ,  r i t u a l ,  m yth, t h e a t e r ,  
and p o e t r y .  We w i l l  lo o k  a t  
th e  Goddess th ro u g h  c u r r e n t  
r e s e a r c h  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a r c h e o l­
ogy» r e l i g i o n  and p sy ch o lo g y , 
fo c u s in g  on a s p e c ts  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  r e le v a n t  to d a y . Some 
o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e . 
C a ro l C h r i s t ,  Anne K ent Rush, 
and  M e rlin  S to n e .

The program  may be ta k e n  
f o r  e i t h e r  c r e d i t  o r  non­
c r e d i t ,  w ith  th e  f e e s  $55/c» 
and $^f5/nc. F or more in fo  
d i r e c t  y o u r q u e s tio n s  to  "The 
G oddess P ro g ram ,"  U o f  C a l.
E x te n s io n ,S a n ta  C ru z ,G a .95064 
or C4o6̂  .

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASS 
G a lle ry  sp ace  a v a i l a b l e .  Ne- 
g o t i a b l e  r a t e s ,  123 P e a r l  
A lle y , C a l l  o r come by .
M arie . 426-4444



14
When we f i r s t  k i s s e d  
i n  t h a t  "bright room
and  I  s a id  I"m shy  (and you d i d n ' t  Tselieve i t )  
and you s p i l l e d  "beer down y o u r "back ( tw ic e )  
and  you in v i t e d  me f o r  t e a  
D id you knovi?
When I  d rank  b e e r  ( in s t e a d  of t e a )
and you d rank  w ine
and  we k is s e d  i n  th e  "bathroom
and w ent home to g e th e r
D id you know?
D id you know you would w r i te  me a  l e t t e r  .
w ith  a  r e c ip e  f o r  c o f fe e -c a n  "bread
and  a  jo k e  from  R achel
and  when we danced
to u ch ed

- t o  a  q u a s a r -
" a  d i s t a n t  s t a r l i k e  
c e l e s t i a l  o"bject t h a t  
e m its  much l i g h t  o r  
p o w e rfu l r a d io  w av es ,"*  
*We"bster*3 New W orld 
D ic t io n a r y  o f  th e  am- 
e r i c a n  lan g u ag e

lo v e d
D id you know? I I

And when we t a lk e d
and I  l a i d  my i n s e c u r i t i e s  on th e  ta b le  
and we t o l d  o f  ou r h u r ts  -  o ld  h u r t s -  
d id  you know I* d  grow to  lo v e  you 
and need  you r f r ie n d s h ip ?
When we d rank  h o t  c h o c o la te  
and smoked c i g a r e t t e s  i n  bed 
and w ro te  each  o th e r  lo v e  l e t t e r s  
D id you know y o u 'd  t e l l  M artha  w e 're  lo v e r s
and d id  you know I ' d  w ant to  t e l l  everyone (e v e n  my p a r e n ts ? )

I l l
And d id  you know we would le a irn  how to  s h a re
o u r d e e p e s t  f e a r s  and  d e s i r e s
and  w e 'd  grow  to  f e e l  c lo s e
and  t h a t  I ' d  m iss you when w e 'r e  a p a r t?
D id you know you w ould le n d  me a  book 
and  t h a t  I  w ould w ant to  t r y  e v e ry th in g  w ith  you 
And t h a t  I ' d  grow to  be p ro u d  o f b e in g  a L esb ian ?  
D id you know?
Jo y

Woman, my w orld  r e c e iv e s
th e  bounce of y o u r r a d io
en e rg y  from  so  many m ile s
t h i s  body a lm o s t d a i ly
s p in s  and tw i r l s
by y o u r own d e f i n i t i o n
w hich i  ru n  and r e - r u n
th r u  com puter banks
t r y in g  t o  d e c ip h e r  th e  m echanics
o f y o u r a s t r a l  e m iss io n s
my ocean  f lo o r s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
in s tru m e n ts
a n t i c i p a t e  y ou r i n t e n s i t y  from  

th e  l a s t  re c o rd e d  to u c h  
i n  p a t te r n e d  q u a d ra n ts  
y o u r s ig n a l  a b s t r a c t s  
to  th e  d eg ree  o f  c o m p lic a tio n s  
s u rro u n d in g  th e  m erg ing  o f 
two p o in ts

i n  sp a c e  your waves re a c h  me 
s im p ly
as e a s i l y  as f in g e r s  

o b l i t e r a t e  our d i s ta n c e
in  f i n e  f i r e  from  your 

body
i  d is c o v e r  h id d e n  p a t t e r n s

i n  sh o re d  lo o p s  fe d  in to  banks 
i  d is c o v e r  c o n t r a d ic t io n s

i n  t h i s  p l a n e t ,
l i v in g
f o r  th e  f i r e  o f s t a r s  
y e t  t r u s t i n g  m ach in ery

to  s k in  to u c h ;
m a in ta in in g  d i s ta n c e  t o  com pensate 
f o r

g r a v i t a t i o n a l  p u l l

k a te  a rag o n
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W ednesday, Ja n u a ry  25, la id -b a c k  S a n ta  Cruz changed  a 

l i t t l e »  One h u n d re d -p lu s  p eo p le  drew th e  l i n e  and made a 
s ta n d  r e g a rd in g  th e  ty p e  of • 'en te rta in m en t* ' th e y  w ould t o l ­
e r a t e .

The C ro ssro ad s  T avern  was to  have a  "n au g h ty  n i t e " » The 
show c a l l e d  th e  "w et T - s h i r t  a c t"  l e t  women cu s to m ers  v o l ­
u n te e r  to  dance around  to  l i v e  m usic p la y e d  by a  g roup  
c a l l e d  The P r ic k s ,  w h ile  men, a rm ed ,w ith  s q u i r t  guns s p ra y  
th e  T - s h i r t s  o f th e s e  women u n t i l  th e y  a re  so ak ed . Then a 
ju d g in g  was to  ta k e  p la c e  w ith  $20 g o in g  to  th e  " w in n e r" .

The d e m o n s tra to rs , w ith  v e ry  s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  tu rn e d  o u t 
i n  la r g e  num bers*around 8 pm, s in g in g ,  c h a n tin g  and  c a r r y ­
in g  s ig n s .

The ow ner, R ich a rd  S p ach n e r, s a id  th e  a c t  was j u s t  "harm ­
l e s s  fu n ,"  The d e m o n s tra to rs  r e p l i e d  c h a n t in g ,  "h a rm le ss  
f u n  h u r ts "  and "h a rm le ss  fu n  c o s ts  and women pay th e  p r i c e . "

By 10 pm. th e  show was c a n c e l le d  and th e  $5 c o v e r  c h a rg e  
was r e tu r n e d  to  some 30 cu s to m ers .

The o rg a n iz e r s  o f  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n , c a l l e d  th e  Commit­
t e e  A g a in s t C u l tu r a l  V io le n c e  Toward Women, t o l d  th e  g ro u p , 
" P la y f u l  im agery  r e f l e c t s  r e a l  v i o l e n c e , , . t h e  c o n n e c tio n  
betw een  th e  sym bo lic  v io le n c e  of b e in g  s h o t  a t  w ith  a 
s q u i r t  gun  and th e  a c tu a l  v io le n c e  t h a t  women a r e  b e in g  
s u b je c te d  t o  i n  t h i s  tow n and everyw here i s  r e a l , "  I t  was 
r e p o r te d  t h a t  2 to  3 ra p e s  a r e  com m itted i n  S a n ta  Cruz ev ­
e r y  day .

The com m ittee  s a id  i n  t h e i r  l e a f l e t ,  "T h is  s ta te m e n t  
i s  n o t a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k  on th e  women who have p a r t i c i p a ­
t e d ,  b u t a n  e x p re s s io n  o f  co n ce rn  on ou r p a r t  f o r  a l l  wo­
men. T h is  i s  n o t m eant to  be a  m o r a l i s t i c  putdow n o f 
p e o p le  as  s e x u a l  b e in g s  (b u t)  we m ust a l l  l e a r n  new ways 
t o  be s e x u a l  w ith o u t b e in g  s e x i s t . "

The p o l i c e  were on hand b u t th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  was v e ry  
p e a c e f u l  and  no in c id e n ts  o ccu red .

A f te r  th e  announcem ent o f  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f th e  show, th e  
owner i n v i t e d  th e  p r o t e s t e r s  i n  f o r  a  d r in k .  No one a c c e p t ­
e d . I n s t e a d ,  th e  d e m o n s tra to rs  form ed a  c i r c l e ,  h e ld  hands 
and  to o k  a  moment o f s i l e n c e .  Then f e e l in g s  of jo y , p r id e  
land s a t i s f a c t i o n  were sh a re d  and th e  l a s t  c h a n ti  "We have 
.won and we w i l l  w in  a g a in !"  by M arie

' I

P l a y f u l  im agery
of L e a f l e t  f or  W o m 6 n
( " I t * s  on ly  w a te r " ) ,  r e f l e c t s  r e a l  v io -

l e n c e .  S u re ,  i t * s  a l l  i n  fu n  -  i t ' s  on ly  w a te r  p i s t o l s ,  th e y 'r e
n o t r e a l  g u n s . What harm i s  done i f  women, o f  t h e i r  own f r e e  
w i l l ,  choose  to  amuse men i n  t h i s  "naugh ty" way? B ut th e  con­
n e c t io n  b e tw een  th e  sym bolic  v io le n c e  of b e in g  s h o t  a t  w ith  
a  s q u i r t  gun  and th e  a c t u a l  v io le n c e  t h a t  women a r e  b e in g  
s u b je c te d  t o  i n  t h i s  tow n (and  everyw here) i s  r e a l .  T h is  
'p l a y f u l*  c h a rad e  r e in f o r c e s  and en co u rag es  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  
o f women a s  t a r g e t s  f o r  m ale a g g re s s io n .  The o b je c t  on th e  
s ta g e  means a  v ic t im  on th e  s t r e e t .

On a n  a v e ra g e  th e r e  a r e  two to  t h r e e  ra p e s  r e p o r te d  d a i ly  in  
i n  S a n ta  Cruz C ounty and  n a t i o n a l l y ,  th e r e  a r e  a p p ro x im a te ly  
t e n  m i l l i o n  women b e in g  p h y s ic a l ly  abused  i n  t h e i r  home en ­
vironm ents* T h is  ty p e  o f v io le n c e  i s  s u p p o r te d  and condoned 
by women b e in g  on s ta g e  hav ing  t h e i r  b o d ie s  s h o t  a t  by men 
w ith  p l a s t i c  g u n s , w h ile  d anc ing  t o  th e  m usic o f ‘'The P r i c k s ' .

T h is  s ta te m e n t  i s  n o t a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k  on th e  women who 
have  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  e v e n t, b u t an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  co n ce rn  
on ou r p a r t  f o r  a l l  women. T h is  i s  n o t 'm eant to  be a  m o ra l­
i s t i c  putdow n o f p e o p le  a s  s e x u a l  b e in g s . We a l l  m ust l e a r n  
new ways t o  be s e x u a l  w ith o u t b e in g  s e x i s t .

As women, we w ould l i k e  you to  know t h a t  we a r e  a f f e c t e d  
by y o u r a c t i o n s .  Our c o n c e rn  w ith  th e  Wednesday e v e n in g  e v e n t 
a t  th e  C ro ss ro a d s  a r i s e s  o u t o f a  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  women p a r ­
t i c i p a t i n g  and a l l  women.

I f  you w ish  to  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  s ta te m e n t ,  p le a s e  t a l k  to  
us h e r e ,  o r c a l l  426-RAPE,

---- Com m ittee A g a in s t C u l tu r a l  V io le n c e  Toward Women-----
CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASS...

F ree  F l ig h t
I n  o rd e r  t o  f l y ,  a  k i t e  needs

someone td  p u l l  i t s  s t r i n g .  
B u t t e r f l i e s  f l i t  from  f lo w e r

3 le s b ia n s  lo o k in g  f o r  ane 
o th e r  roommate t o  s h a re  
house  by th e  s e a .  L is a ,  Jay  
and K a th . 4 2 7 -2908 .
CLASSIFIED. . .CLASSIFIED___
STOP and SHOP a t  Y ou 've Got 
Me F ly in g  K i te  S hop , 123 P e a r l

t o  f lo w e r  -  i n  G od 's  f a v o r  - 'A l l e y  (b e h in d  W o o lw o r th 's ) ,
No s t r i n g s  a t t a c h e d .  Open T uesday th ro u g h  S a tu rd a y ,

10 AM ' t i l  5 PM» Come v i s i t  
th e  a r t  d i s p la y  h e re  to o .B u t t e r f l y

Ai



1Ô FLY ME TO....RISING MOON WOMEN’S CENTER
by Catherine

The new Women's C e n te r  i s  open, named, and w ork ing  tow ard  
b e in g  a  p la c e  t h a t  f e e l s  welcom ing and s a f e  t o  th e  e n t i r e  
ran g e  o f wom an-kind in  S a n ta  Cruz co u n ty . The o th e r  day 
w h ile  lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  o r ig in a l  " b ra in s to rm in g ” s h e e t  of 
w hat was w anted a t / f o r / o f  o u r$  c e n te r  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we a l ­
re a d y  ( j u s t  2 weeks a f t e r  th e  open ing) have met s e v e r a l  o f  
th e  n eed s /w an ts  e x p re s se d  on t h a t  lo n g  l i s t .  We have a c e n ­
t e r  t h a t  i s  open d a i ly ,  where women and c h i ld r e n  may go to  
v i s i t ,  r e a d , t a l k ,  c ry , p la y , f in d  and g iv e  in fo rm a tio n  a -  
b o u t h o u s in g , w orkers  and p ro d u c ts ,  h e a l in g ,  e t c , ,  g le a n  
new^duds*from  th e  f r e e  box, l i s t e n  to  and p la y  m u s ic , s e l l  
t h e i r  c r a f t s ,  d i s p la y  t h e i r  a r tw o rk , a t t e n d  p o e tr y  r e a d in g s ,  
d a n c e s , s e l f - d e f e n s e  c l a s s e s ,  c o -c o u n s e lin g  c l a s s ,  a  p sy c h ic  
c l a s s .  Women may keep  up t h e i r  in v o lv em en t i n  th e  c e n te r  by 
a t t e n d in g  T uesday n ig h t  m e e tin g s , s t a f f i n g  f o r  an  h o u r a 
week o r  m ore, p le d g in g  money f o r  th e  r e n t  and u t i l i t i e s  (+ + ), 
h e lp in g  d e c o r a te ,  b u i ld ,  sew and c le a n  f o r  th e  c e n t e r 's  
b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  and  u t i l i t y ,  re a d in g  th e  lo g g ed  n o te s  of 
m e e tin g s  and th e  s t a f f e r s  n o te s  to  keep  up on p o l i c i e s ,  d i s ­
c u s s io n s  and d ream s, and do ing  c h i ld c a r e  f o r  m e e tin g s .

We a re  i n  o u r fo rm a tiv e  and " p o l ic y  making" s ta g e  as an  
i n s t i t u t i o n  -  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  i s  t r y in g  h a rd  to  u se  consen ­
s u a l  d e c i s io n  maiking and an  "open" s t r u c t u r e  i n  o u r  m e e ti i^ s  
and o f te n  t h i s  i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  and t i r i n g ,  b u t we f e e l  i t  i s  
w o rth  i t  i n  th e  lo n g  ru n  tow ard  making new ways t o  l i v e  and 
r e l a t e .  The m e e tin g s  seem s c a t t e r e d  and jag g ed  a t  t im e s , 
and th e n  a t  o th e r  tim es a  g o o d - fe e l in g  d e c i s io n  w i l l  a r i s e  
from  a  calm  c i r c l e  o f women. We have lo n g  ( o f t e n  h e a te d )  
d is c u s s io n s  on f e e l in g s  and p o i i o i e s  ab o u t p r o c e s s ,  sm oking, 
c h i ld c a r e ,  w hat p la c e  men have o r  have n o t a t  th e  c e n te r ,  
and  fem in ism . Some o f u s  a re  grow ing  s t r o n g e r  th ro u g h  th e s e  
s t r u g g l e s ,  becom ing more a r t i c u l a t e  and th o u g h t f u l ,  and 
l e a r n in g  to  lo v e  each  o th e r  d e e p ly . O ther women f e e l  worn 
o u t and a l i e n a t e d  a l r e a d y .  Some women s t a r t  f a l s e  rumors 
a b o u t t h e n ’s c e n t e r  b ased  on t h e i r  f e e l in g s  o f f e a r  and a l ­
i e n a t io n ,  w h ile  o th e r s  work h a rd  t o  make th e  c e n t e r  a  s a f e ,  
h e lp f u l  p la c e  f o r  a l l  women. H o p e fu lly  th e  b a r r i e r s  some 
women f e e l  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  and b r id g e d . I t  i s  t r u l y  a 
g row ing  tim e  f o r  us -  and as th e  s p r in g  comes I  f e e l  th e

c e n te r  and th e  women i t  to u c h e s  w i l l 'g r e e n  up and bloom, 
even  more th a n  now.

F in a n c i a l l y  we have a b o u t $260 i n  m onth ly  p le d g e s  p ro m ised  
u s , F o r th e  n e x t 4  months ou r r e n t  a lo n e  i s  j3 3 5  - then^ i t  
goes t o  $310 f o r  2 more m onths, and th e n  to  $ 26o/m onth i n  
A ugust ( a f t e r  ou r key  d e p o s i t  and l a s t  m o n th 's  r e n t  a re  
p a id  o f f ) .  To h e lp  m eet t h i s  we welcome more p le d g e s ,  and 
y o u r e n t h u s i a s t i c  a t te n d a n c e  a t  fu n d ra is in g }  e v e n t s , For Feb­
r u a r y  t h i s  w i l l  be a  women's V a le n t in e 's  Dahce a t  8pm,, Feb , 
14 a t  th e  c e n t e r .  S t a f f - w is e  we a re  open d a i l y ,  b u t w ith  
more s t a f f  we c o u ld  open e a r l i e r  and s t a y  open lo n g e r .  Any 
new s t a f f e r s o u t th e r e ?  And our te le p h o n e  i s  i n -  ¿f26-9973»__

^ Kapwea, an  A f r ic a n  a r t ) ,
I n  a d d i t io n  to . th e  above, 
th e  m ajo r p o in ts  o f J i n  S h in  
J u t s u  o r  a c u p re s s u re  w i l l  be 
s h a re d  as a m ethod o f s e l f -  
h e a l in g  and m a in te n a n c e .
D o n a tio n s , -For more in f o  -----
c a l l  K athy Q uinn,

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED 
L e sb ia n  c o l l e c t i v e  house 
needs one womon to  r e n t  a  
room i n  our home. Two o ld e r '

-CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIE 
B eg in n in g  S e lf -D e fe n s e  C la ss  
s t a r t i n g  F e b ru a ry  l6 -M arch  
18, a t  th e  R is in g  Moon Women's c h i ld r e n ,  sunny k i tc h e n ,  f i r e  
C e n te r . T h is  w i l l  be th e  p la c e ,  la r g e  y a rd .  No dogs
f i r s t  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  ^ e v o lv -  p l e a s e ,  $92,50 p e r  m onth, 
in g  c l a s s e s :  B eg in n in g , i n -  5,26-954? 
t e r m e d ia t e , B eg inn ing  Ad­
v an ced , and  A dvanced.
The b e g in n in g  c l a s s  w i l l  f o ­
cus on p e r s o n a l  u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g  th ro u g h  th e  body. I n  add­
i t i o n  to  u s in g  my re so u rc e ^  
as a  woman, I  w i l l  be u t i l i ­
z in g  p r i n c ip l e s  and tech :- 
n iq u e s  from  v a r io u s  m a r t i a l  
a r t s  ( ju d o ,  j i u - j i t s u ,K u n g - -  
Fu, T a i C h i, A ik id o , and —^

dyke 
cuts

by Catherine
call for 
appointment 427*3776
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fcriticism:

D ear S i s t e r s  a t  R u 'b y fru it 
R ea d h e r ,
I  w ould l i k e  to  say  n ic e  
th in g s  to  you ab o u t y ou r mag­
az in e»  O b v io u sly , I  know p r e t ­
ty  much w hat i s  in v o lv e d  in  
y o u r e f f o r t  though  th e  de 
t a i l s  a re  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  us 
a l l .  However, b e fo re  I  can  
f e e l  s i s t e r l y  I  m ust ex ­
p re s s  my s u r p r i s e ,  dism ay 
and u p s e t upon f in d in g  t h a t  
s i x  d raw ings from  WCMANSPIRIT 
have b een  re p ro d u c e d  by you 
WITHOUT REQUEST OR CREDIT.

R u b y f ru it  i s  n o t c o p y r ig h t­
ed , I  n o tic e »  P erh ap s you 
have d e c id e d  t h a t  i s  to o  p a ­
t r i a r c h a l  and a l l  women 
sh o u ld  s h a re  t h e i r  g i f t s  and 
w ork. However, you do ch arg e  
so  you have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  wo­
men m ust have money to  pay 
th e  MAN— be i t  p r i n t e r ,  p o s t  
o f f i c e ,  s u p p lie r»
WCaiANSPIRIT i s  co p y rig h ted »  

We d e c id e d  to  p r o t e c t  th e  
work o f th e  women who GIVE 
t h e i r  a r t i s t r y  t o  t h e i r  s i s ­
t e r s  v i a  WOMANSPIRITo These 
women o f te n  need money and 
a l l  o f  us need  th e  r e c o g n i­
t i o n  t h a t  o u r g i f t s  a re  v a l ­
u a b le  .
Of c o u rs e , I  am p le a s e d  t h a t  
you l ik e d  th o s e  d raw in g s .
The women who drew them would 
p l s o  l i k e  t o  know you a p p re ­

c i a t e d  and w anted tnem —and 
th e y  w o n 't  know u n le s s  you 
g e t  i n  to u c h  w ith  them . To 
a sk  them ab o u t t h e i r  use i s  
a  m inim al c o u r te s y — c e r t a i n ­
ly  s i s t e r s  d e s e rv e  and ex­
p e c t  t h a t  from  e a c h  o th e r .  
W ithout b e in g  a s k e d , we f e e l  
r ip p e d  o f f — i n v i s i b l e  a g a in ,  
we d o n 't  c o u n t.

I  am im ag in in g  th e  way i t  
i s  h e re  as d e a d l in e  a p p ro a c h -  
e s / t h e r e  i s n ' t  tim e  to  w r i te  
and ask.We a re  w eary —we a re  
ex h au sted /w e  a r e  d isco u rag ed «  
G rap h ics  ARE h a rd  t o  come by«
I  w orry more a b o u t them th a n  
a n y th in g . I  can  u n d e r s ta n d - -  
b u t I  want you now to  un­
d e r s ta n d  how I  f e e l  and how 
th o s e  s i x  s i s t e r s  w i l l  f e e l  
when th e y  f in d  o u t som ew here, 
som etim e, t h a t  you have i g ­
no red  s i s t e r l y  c o u r te s y .  I 'm  
n o t t a lk in g  a b o u t th e  l e g a l  
f a c t  of ig n o r in g  a  c o p y r ig h t  

Yes, w e 've  made o u r m is­
ta k e s  to o — and had  our co n ­
s c io u s n e s s  r a i s e d .  P le a s e  
c o n s id e r  t h i s  l e t t e r  as p a r t
o f t h a t  s i s t e r l y  p r o c e s s .......
opo.oAnd now I  c a n  t e l l  you 
t h a t  I  had tim e  (b e in g  s i c k  
i n  bed) to  re a d  i s s u e  l6  from  
c o v e r to  c o v e r and r e a l l y  
l ik e d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  and 
f e e l in g  you convey ab o u t 
you r community. I  u n d e rs ta n d  
low m orale  (y e s ,  I  th in k  i t  
i s  th e  tim e  o f y e a r )  and c e r ­
t a i n l y  d o n ^ t w ant you t o  be 
more d is c o u ra g e d . Making a

m agazine i s  HARD work and 
o f  th e  work d o e s n 't  show. I f  
you can  hang i n  th e  lo n g  ru n  
r e s u l t s  a r e  w o rth  i t ,  I  th in k  
- - b u t  t h e r e  a r e  d a y s . . . . . 1  
r e a l l y  hope you c o n tin u e  and 
t h a t  you g e t  th e  h e lp  you 
n eed . My fo rm ula*  a sk  e v e ry  
woman I  m eet to  h e lp  in  some 
way o r  o th e r .  GOOD LUCK.

J e a n  M ounta in  Grove 
D ear J e a n ,

Thank you f o r  y o u r l e t t e r ,  
and o f  c o u rs e  you a re  com­
p l e t e l y  r i g h t .  The way you 
im ag ined  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
e n t i r e l y  t r u e ,  y e k -i:h a t i s  
s t i l l  no ex cu se  f o r  th e  
o v e r s ig h t .  We have gone 
back th ro u g h  th e  is s u e s  we 
to o k  th e  g r a p h ic s  from  and 
found  th e  p ro p e r  c r e d i t s . 
They a r e  as  fo llo w s» p ag e

IN CONCERT!

F r id o y , F e b ru a ry  1 7 th  
8 : 3 0  p .m .

7 & l 6 - P r a i r i e  Ja c k so n , 
H ouston , T exas; p . l 4 -  
L ou ise  M a ttla g e ; p . l 9 -  
jWary S c a r l e t t ?  p .2 3 -N a d in e ; 
p ,  6-unknown.

A lso , we would l ik e  to  ru n  
an  ad f o r  you i f  you w i l l  
send  us th e  copy. We lo v e  
your m agazine v e ry  much and 
d i d n ' t  mean to  be bad . I  
e s p e c ia l ly  w ant to  g iv e  you 
s tro k e s  f o r  th e  a r t i c l e .  
F ac ing  Our D a rk n e ss . i n  th e  
W in ter S o l s t i c e  1977 i s s u e ,  
and to  recommend to  a l l  ou r 
re a d e rs  to  re a d  i t ,  ( I t ' s  
abou t a c c e p tin g  and cop ing  
w ith  d e p r e s s io n .)  I t  was ex ­
c e p t io n a l ly  r e le v a n t  to  my 
l i f e .
. Thanks a g a in  f o r  you r s i s ­
t e r l y  c r i t i c i s m  and s u p p o r t  I

RUBY
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■ holly noor/mory wotkins concort
-  a  "b rief re v ie w , by b ren d a

S(usa)1600-1900
I t ’ s h a rd  to  w r i te  a  n o t - s o -  
ra v e  rev iew  a b o u t a p e r f o r ­
mer who has alw ays been  one 
o f  my f a v o r i t e s . . .maybe I  
e x p e c t to o  much c o n s is ­
te n c y  from  h e r ,  b u t H o lly  
N ear*s p erfo rm ance  on J a n .
22 was la c k in g  i n  so m eth in g .
P a r t  o f th e  p ro b lem , f o r  me, 
was t h a t  a l th o u g h  H o lly  and 
Mary were g iv e n  e q u a l b i l l ­
in g ,  i t  was obvious t h a t  i t  
was H o l ly 's  show, w ith  Mary 
a s  a c c o m p a n is t. I  f e l t  un­
c o m fo rta b le  w ith  t h a t —I  
f e l t  l i k e ,  okay now t h a t  
s h e 's  a  dyke sh e  has Mary 
in s t e a d  of J e f f .
I  a l s o  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  t h a t  
w a s n 't . t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f th e  
c o n c e r t ,  b u t i t  was th e  end 
r e s u l t .  Maybe i t ' s  p a r t l y  
an  au d ien ce  problem ! peo­
p le  came to  s e e  H o lly  be­
c au se  th e y  know h e r  w ork.
I n  t h a t  s e n s e , i t  was good 
ex p o su re  f o r  Mary to  an  aud­
ie n c e  t h a t  m igh t n o t have 
h e a rd  h e r  o th e r w is e . . .b u t  
s t i l l ,  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  th e  
c o n te x t!  Mary p la y in g  p ian o  
accom panim ent to  H o l ly 's  
"music, w ith  H o lly  d o ing  a l l  
fthe t a l k in g  and a u d ie n c e -  
r e l a t i n g ,  e x c e p t f o r  M ary 's  
v e ry  b r i e f  s o lo  p a r t .  M ary 's  
l ^ s i c  i s  w o n d e rfu l & m oving.

and I  a p p r e c ia te  t h a t  H o lly  
i s  e x p lo r in g  p e rfo rm in g  
w ith  d i f f e r e n t  o th e r  women 
p e r fo rm e rs .  I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
f e e l  l i k e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n c e r t  was enough of a  
b reak  from  h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r o le  as p e r fo rm e r , and as 
su c h , i t  d i d n ' t  g iv e  M ary 's  
m usic th e  a t t e n t i o n  and 
a p p r e c ia t io n  i t  d e s e rv e s .
As f o r  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  
th e  c o n c e r t ,  WomensWorkb 
d id  an  e x c e l l e n t  jo b  o f  ̂
sm oo th ly  p u t t in g  on two 
c o n c e r ts  i n  one n ig h t - -  
no s m a ll  f e a t  I
The L e sb ia n  U m b re lla  O rg an iz -  '- 
a t i o n  i s  a  community g ro u p  ’ 
open to  a l l  l e s b i a n s . We have 
open m onth ly  g a th e r in g s  (n e x t  
one F e b .19 - s e e  c a le n d a r )  
which p ro v id e  a  way f o r  us a l l  
to  m ee t, d is c u s s  r e l e v a n t  i s ­
sues and s o c i a l i z e ,  a s  w e ll  
as f o r  new le s b ia n s  t o  p lu g  
in to  any o f s e v e r a l  s m a ll

fro u p s . C a l l  ¿f26-DYKE f o r  
o re  i n f  NEWCOMERS WELCCmiJ

Have you been  rap ed ?  h a s s ­
le d ?  a s s a u l te d ?  (H a v e n 't  we 
a l l ? )  You can  t a l k  to  a  
s i s t e r  by c a l l i n g  ^26-RAPE. 
Women A g a in s t R ape, PC Box 
7 1 1 , S a n ta  Cruzo C a l l  f o r  
in fo  on f r e e  s e l f - d e f e n s e  
c l a s s e s .  426-RAPE.

by mary ieola
The fo llo w in g  i s  from  a term  

p a p e r  f o r  a  h i s t o r y  c l a s s .  I t  
w i l l  be ru n  a s  a  s e r i a l  in  
th e  n e x t s e v e r a l  i s s u e s ,  RR
I n t r o d u c t io n

W om an-iden tified -w om en, l e s ­
b ia n s  , a r e  women who receive ., 
m ost o f t h e i r  s u p p o r t  from  wo­
men, in c lu d in g  e m o tio n a l, men­
t a l ,  p h y s ic a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  s p i r  
i t u a l  and s e x u a l  s u p p o r t .  I t  
m ust be c l e a r  t h a t  we a re  t a l k  
in g  a b o u t much more th a n  s e x ­
u a l i t y .  W o m an -id en tified -w o ­
men can  be ( a r e )  hom osexual, 
h e te r o s e x u a l ,  b i s e x u a l ,  or 
a s e x u a l .  W hatever t h e i r  o r­
i e n t a t i o n ,  th e y  can  be l e s b ia n  
i f  m ost o f t h e i r  s u p p o r t  comes 
from  women.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to d a y  and 
was ev en  more d i f f i c u l t  in  
I 60O -I9OO f o r  a  woman to  r e ­
c e iv e  a l l  s u p p o r t  in ' a l l  
th e s e  a re a s  from  women e x c lu ­
s i v e l y .
T rea tm en t

L e sb ia n s  have been  p r e t t y  
much ig n o re d  by s o c i e ty ,  w ith  
th e  e x c e p t io n  o f t h e i r  se x -  
usil o r i e n t a t i o n .  In  d i s c u s s ­
in g  t r e a tm e n t ,  I  w i l l  d e a l  
w ith  th e  hom osexuahty o f l e s ­
b ia n s  o

H o m osexua lity  was o r ig in ­
a l l y  c o n s id e re d  a  s i n  and was 
d e a l t  w ith  by th e  r e l ig io u s

com m unity. L a te r  " t r e a tm e n t” 
was ta k e n  o v er by th e  l e g a l  
community and " le s b ia n is m ” 
became a  c r im e . I n  th e  e a r ly  
1800 ' s  th e  m e d ic a l community 
s te p p e d  i n  and h o m o se x u a lity  • 
became a  s ic k n e s s .  G e n e ra lly  
s p e a k in g , each  community has 
added to  th e  p re v io u s  con- 

_ c e p t so  t h a t  by th e  1800's .
h o m o sex u a lity  was a s i n f u l ,  

. c r i m i n a l ,  s i c k n e s s .  T hat con­
c e p t  l i v e s  w ith  us to d a y .

We see  th e  r e l i g i o u s  commun­
i t y  i n  le a g u e  w ith  th e  l e g a l  
community i n  1642 when Gov. 
W illiam  B ra d fo rd  o f  P lym outh 
and th r e e  r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  
o f th e  day a d v is e d  Gov. R ic h ­
a rd  B ellingham  o f  M assachu­
s e t t s  Bay Colony t h a t  " u n n a t­
u r a l  l u s t s  o f ...w o m e n  w i t h '  
w om en.a.be p u n ish e d  w ith  
d e a t h .” (Wm. B ra d fo rd  Of P ly -  ^  
mouth P l a n t a t i o n , e d , Sam uel 
E , M o rr iso n , ( (N .Y .iK n o p f ,1 9 5 2 )!

L e g a lly ,  women o f any o r i ­
e n t a t i o n  have c o n t in u a l ly  b een  
o p p re s s e d . Women v e ry  seldom  
c o u ld  own p r o p e r ty  o r  s ig n  
c o n t r a c t s .  They c o u ld  n o t 
v o te .  Women c o u ld  o b ta in  l i t ­
t l e  o r no e d u c a t io n .  L e s b ia n s , 
d e f in e d  by t h e i r  s e x u a l  o r i ­
e n t a t i o n s ,  had a l l  th e s e  and 
more l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p la c e d  
on them , ----- '



24-
I n  1655 New Haven C o l­

ony p u b l is h e d  i t ’ s body of 
law s which in c lu d e d  "L e sb ia n ­
ism ” as a crim e p u n is h a b le  by 
d ea th o  ” I f  any man la y e th  w ith  
m ankinde, as  a  man ly e th  w ith  
a  woman b o th  o f  them have co ­
m m itted  ab om ina tiono  They b o th  
s h a l l  s u r e ly  be p u t  t o  d e a th . 
L e v ito  2 0 11 3 o And i f  any wo­
man change th e  n a t u r a l  u se  
i n t o  t h a t  w hich i s  a g a in s t  
n a tu r e  as Rom. I i2 6  she s h a l l  
be l i a b l e  to  th e  same s e n ­
te n c e  and pun ishm en to" (J» 
Hammond T ru m b u ll, TheTrue- 
B lue Laws o f C o n n e c tic u t and 
New H aven. ( ( H a r t fo r d :  Amer- 
i c a n  Pub0 C o ., I 879) ) , p . 201)«

— The l i s t  o f  t r e a tm e n t ,  of 
" c u r ^ "  by th e  m e d ic a l com- 
r a u i i i t y 'o f L e s b ia n i s m "  i s  o f ­
t e n  l i t t l e  more th a n  p u re  
h o r r o r ,  ^he l i s t  in c lu d e s  1 
s u r g e r y -  rem o v al o f  e i t h e r  
o v a r ie s  o r  th e  c l i t o r i s  o r 
bo th?  shock  t r e a tm e n t -  b o th  
c h e m ic a l and e l e c t r i c ?  hyp­
n o s i s ;  p s y c h ia t r i c /p s y c h o lo g -  
i c a l  " p e r s u a s io n " ,  and m ore, 

. I n  188^ D r, Jam es G, K ie r -  
n an , a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l e g a l  
p s y c h ia t r y ,  w ro te  ab o u t a  22 
y e a r  o ld  p a t i e n t  o f  h is*
"She has f e l t  h e r s e l f  a t  c e r ­
t a i n  tim es  s e x u a l ly  a t t r a c t ­
ed  by some o f h e r  fem ale  
f r i e n d s  w ith  whom sh e  in d u l ­
ged  i n  m u tu a l m a s tu rb a t io n ;  
th e s e  f e e l i n g s  come a t  r e g ­
u l a r  p e r io d s ,  and a r e  th e n

p o w e rfu lly  e x c i t e d  by th e  
s ig h t  o f  th e  fem ale  g e n i t a l s .

The c a se  l a s t  c i t e d  I  have 
t r e a t e d  as i f  i t  were a  ca se  
o f nymphomania and a id e d  th e  
p a t i e n t ’ s w i l l  by u s in g  a p h ro ­
d i s i a c  m easu re s , such  as c o ld  
s i t z  b a th s ,  e t c , ,  a t  th e  same 
tim e i n s t i t u t i n g  a  c o u rse  o f  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g .  So f a r  
th e  p a t i e n t  has been  by th e s e  
means a b le  to  keep  th e  f e e l ­
in g  u n d er c o n tr o l ," ( J a m e s  G, 
K ie rn a n , " P s y c h ic a l  T rea tm en t 
o f C o n g e n ita l  S e x u a l In v e rs io n ,^  
Review of I n s a n i ty  and N er­
vous D isea se  . ( (M ilw aukee,
Wis o ) ) ,  v o l , ^ , n o , (  ( J u n e ,
1 8 9 ^ )) , p . 295)0

Ten y e a rs  l a t e r  D r, K ie rn a n  
w ro te  ab o u t t h i s  same p a t i e n t  
and how a l e s b i a n  m ight h id e  
in  a  h e te r o s e x u a l  m eirriagei 
" to o T h is  f r i e n d s h ip  became 
p e r v e r te d  lo v e  and th e  two 
were a lm o st in s e p a r a b le .  To 
s e c u re  th e  com panionsh ip  of 
h e r  f r i e n d  th e  p a t i e n t  v'as 
in d u ced  to  m arry  th e  f r i e n d ’s 
b r o th e r ,"  ( I b i d , )

I n  1889 D r, GoFrank Lyd- 
s to n  had a l e c t u r e  p u b lis h e d  
in  th e  P h i la d e lp h ia  M edical 
and S u r g ic a l  R e p o r te r  i n  w hich 
he s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i f  th e  " d i s ­
ease"  (hom osexuality /nym pho- 
m ania) i s  d e te rm in ed  to  be 
o rgan ic*  " e x t i r p a t i o n  o f  th e  
o v a r i e s , o r th e  p ro ced u re  of 
Mr, B aker Brown— c L ito r id e c -  
tomy— may be p e rfo rm ed , Howe 
recommends th e  a p p l i c a t i o n

of th e  a c t u a l  c a u te r y  to  th e  
back o f th e  n e c k , , , he a l s  o 
s u g g e s ts  b l i s t e r s  and s e to n s  
to  answ er th e  same p u r p o s e , , ,  
I n  th e  s e v e re  c a s e s , , . th e  
asylum  i s  u s u a l l y  our on ly  
r e c o u r s e ,"  (G ,F ran k  L yd sto n  
"S ex u a l P e r v e r s io n  S a t y r i a s i s  
and Nymphomania," M ed ica l nnd 
S u r g ic a l  R e p o r te r  ( ( P h i l a d e l ­
p h ia )  )v o l  , 6 1 , noo 11 ( ( S e p t ,  lil', 
1 8 8 9 ) ) iPc 2 8 5 ) o 

I n  1893 th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
b o ard  o f  c h a r i t i e s  was f i n a l ­
ly  a b le  t o  s to p  one Dr, J ,  
P r ic e  and  h i s  l a r g e  s c a le  ex ­
p e r im e n t o f  rem oving  o v a r ie s  
from  s e x u a l ly  " p e rv e r s e "  wo­
men w ith o u t  t h e i r  c o n s e n t . 
P resum ab ly  b e in g  in s a n e , as 
ev id en ced  by t h e i r  s e x u a l  
p r e f e r e n c e ,  th e  women c o u ld  
n o t g iv e  t h e i r  c o n s e n t ,
Ann Bonny and Mary Read 

Anne Bonny was b o rn  a b o u t 
1700 i n  or- a round  C h a r le s to n , 
N.C. I n  a  ra g e  a f t e r  b e in g  
d i s i n h e r i t e d  by h e r  f a t h e r ,  
Anne b u rn ed  h is  p l a n t a t i o n  
and f l e d  to  New P ro v id e n c e , 
Here sh e  l iv e d  w ith  C ap t, J e n ­
n in g s  , a  p i r a t e ,  and h is  m is­
t r e s s ,  Meg, Meg t o l d  Anne 
t h a t  i n  New P ro v id en ce  she  
would need^ a  m ale p r o t e c to r .  
Here C a lic o  Jack  e n te r e d  th e  
p i c t u r e .  A p p a ren tly  b o th  Anne 
and J a c k  were hom osexual and 
t h e i r  c o u p lih g  n o t  on ly  g a in ­
ed Anne th e  needed male b u t 
a llo w ed  them  b o th  h e te r o ­
s e x u a l  p r iv i l e g e -

Anne soon  began to  p la n  h e r  
f i r s t  r a i d .  W ith a  f r i e n d ,  
P ie r r e  B ouspuet and a group 
o f  o th e r s  she* " s t o l e  a  b o a t 
from  th e  w recks i n  th e  h a rb o r  
and f lu n g  t u r t l e  b lo o d  over 
th e  t o p s a i l ,  deck and them­
s e lv e s ,  I n  th e  bow th e y  p l a c ­
ed a d re s s  dummy, i n  women’s 
c lo th in g  and co v ered  i t  w ith  
b lo o d , Anne s to o d  o v er i t  
w ith  a  b lo o d  soaked  axe and 
th ey  s a i l e d  o u t to  th e  Mer­
chantm an, When th e  F rench  Mer­
chantm an’ s crew  saw them th e y  
were so  h o r r i f i e d  a t  th e  scen e  
o f  mayhem and demons aboard  —̂

25



20 I ber t̂oni ...
s h ip ,  theV tu rn e d  o v er th e  
c a rg o  w ith o u t a  f ig h to  Anne 
had  le a rn e d  h e r  m ost v a lu a b le  
t a c t i c ,  t e r r o r i s m ,  (S u san
B a k e r, ’’Anne Bonny and Mary 
Read-They K i l l e d  P r i c k s , ” 
Women Remembered, ((D ia n a  
P r e s s , B a lt im o re , Md, ) ) p ,8 l )

Woodes R o g ers , th e  g o v e rn ­
o r  o f  New P ro v id e n c e , p lan n ed  
a  p a rd o n  f o r  a l l  p i r a t e s , I n ­
c lu d e d  i n  h is  p la n  was to  
hang any p i r a t e s  who d id  n o t 
a c c e p t ,  Anne, a lo n g  w ith  
C a l ic o  J a c k  and P i e r r e ,  p la n ­
ned a n  e s c a p e , "H er crim e had 
b een  a  ’woman's crim e a ig a in st 
h e r  r i g h t f u l  a u th o r i t y , "  th e  
a t te m p te d  m urder o f  h e r  f a ­
t h e r ,  and would n o t have been 
c o v e re d  i n  th e  p a rd o n ,"  ( Ib id ,
p .8 2 )

E n te r ,  Mary R ead, ( S h e ' l l  
so o n  c o n n e c t w ith  Anne Bonny). 
Mary was b o rn  i n  E n g lan d . In  
o r d e r  to  sa v e  th e  fa m ily  hon­
o r  and  in s u r e  M ary 's  i n h e r i ­
ta n c e  from  h e r  g ran d m o th e r, 
M a ry 's  m o th e r r a i s e d  Mary as 
a  s o n , "M ark", Mark e v e n tu ­
a l l y  s ig n e d  on a  D utch Mer­
chan tm an , The s h ip  was p i r a ­
t e d  and Mark jo in e d  th e  p i ­
r a t e s —headed  f o r  home. New 
P ro v id e n c e .

I n  New P ro v id e n c e  Mark met 
Anne. Mark em erged as Mary 
and  th e  two became in s e p a r ­
a b l e ,  a t  tim e s  s e e n  i n  f in e  
d r e s s e s  and  a t  o th e r  tim e s  
d r e s s e d  a s  men.

T o g e th e r  th e y  commanded 
t h e i r  own s h ip  and  c o n tin u e d  
t h e i r  p i r a t i n g  a d v e n tu r e s .  
Sometime a f t e r  1720 t h e i r  
s h ip  was c a p tu re d  and  a t  a 
t r i a l  th e  e n t i r e  crew  was 
found g u i l t y .  A l l  w ere hanged 
e x c e p t Anne and M ary, Each 
c la im ed  she  was p re g n a n t (c o -  
i n c id e n t ly  n e i t h e r  p ro d u ced  
a  c h i l d . )  Mary i s  r e p o r te d  to  
have d ie d  o f a  f e v e r  con­
t r a c t e d  i n  p r i s o n  and Anne 
s im ply d is a p p e a re d  • C-h>
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F lu
Damn, I  worked so  h a rd  to  w in 

my in d ep e n d e n c e -
To be s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  -  my 

own woman.
Now, i n  one h o r r i b l e  moment,

I  am c u t  down.
Back, b ack , t o  in f a n c y ,
I  can n o t fe e d  m y s e lf .
I  can n o t r a i s e  my h ead .
I  l i e  i n  f e t a l  p o s i t i o n ­

w him pering ,
Were i t  n o t f o r  s t r o n g ,  h e lp ­

in g  h an d s- w ould I  make i t  
th ro u g h ?

Hands t o  c o m fo rt, f e e d  and 
te n d  me so  lo v in g ly ?

Maybe t h a t ' s  w hat r e a l  in d e ­
pendence i s  a f t e r  a l l  -  
h av in g  such  a  f r i e n d .

-  B u t t e r f l y  -
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RUBY’S ADVERTISING RATES
We want to  s u p p o r t more o f  th e  c o s t  o f  , 
ou r p ro d u c tio n  th ro u g h  a d s .  We a l s o  hope 
to  r a i s e  enough to  s t a r t  p r i n t i n g , ( i n ­
s te a d  o f  m im eo).
So, i f  you would l i k e  to  p la c e  an  ad w ith  
u s , p le a s e  send  cam era re a d y  copy (b la c k  
in k  and  g ra p h ic s  on w h ite  p a p e r  to  s i z e )  
and paym ent by th e  1 5 t h  o f  th e  m onth .
Our r a t e s  a r e  a s  fo llo w :
CLASSIFIED:
- w i l l  be ty p e d , s in g le  sp aced
- S I . 00 f o r  f i r s t  25 words
-$ .50 f o r  each  a d d i t i o n a l  10 words
DISPLAY:
-$ 2 .0 0  p e r  column in c h  (2 3 /^  In c h e s  w ide) 
—OR—
“t  page x 2 3 A "  $ 6.00
- i  page 6i "  X 2 3 A ” S12.00
- o r  3 i"  X 6 " S12.00
- f u l l  page 6i "  X 6 " $2 4 .0 0
P e e l f r e e  to  w r i te  o r  c a l l  a b o u t t r a d e s
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