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^ThV Rubyfruit Readher is a 
lesbian communique pub­
lished monthly by a small collective. Not all of us 
necessarily agree with 
(everything that is printed ^but we take responsibility 
for choosing to Sprint 
rhatever appears in Ruby•
.le are an open collective 
and welcome new members —  
^call 426-DYKE for meeting 
times •

CONTRiBüflONS'
We always need contribu-. 
tions, both ' graphics: and ' . 
written materials. Graphics 
must be black ink on white';, 
paper and'be either 3 or ,6** 
wide. Written materials must 
have' a s ignature, phone, & 
address, altho a pseudotxynv 
will' be printed by request. 
iVé tend to give pref erre nee 
Ito materials submitted by 
Santa Cruz County lesbians 
altho we also appreciate, ar­
ticles that concern out-of- 
town events .
DISfRiBUTiON POINTS 
Pick up Ruby at the following 
places and put yr 350 in the 
donation cam SC Women's 
Health Collective, Mother 
Right Bookstore & You've Got 
Me Flying Kite Shop; also, 
on sale at Bookshop Santa 
Cruz. Please send us yr $ if 
you get Ruby ati Phyl's, Dra­
gon Moon, Plaza Books, Cym- 
baline or Felton Co-op.

WORKERS THIS ISSUEi Catherine, 
Kater, Clytia, Brenda, Lauren, 
Janice, Mamie(cover), Debra. 
The collective this month 
is still an over-worked, but 
somehow faithful group of ^ 
womyn. We really need help putting Ruby out. Please write 
or draw something. Know any­
body that might like an ad 
or subscription? Come by at 
lay-out time and help us w/ 
the tedious but ever-araus- 
ing task of collective 
process. Many thanks to all 
our friends who keep sendij^ 
us u .  Back issues are avail. 
Send all contributions, toi 
■ROBYFRUIT READHER 
Box 2386, Santa Cruz, 95063 
If any lesbian can*t afford 
350, then Ruby is free.
dear
You're looking simply s\^ll 

m'dear! Hope this, donation 
will help keep you growing.

It's always a delightful 
surprise to find a copy in 
the post— to see what's go­
ing on in good old Santa 
Cruise.Hope the energy to publish 
keeps coming in.

Love & hugs ,_Ronnie
(Ruby's note I Ronnie was one 
of the original RR collective 
members. Now she lives in Co­
lorado, and distributes for 
Olivia. Local kid makes good- 
love and hugs, Ronsl)

i^aliistoecn: Icôbianô
by tjrenba

...sitting at the laundro­
mat, doing my "woman's work", 
the place inhabited by wo­
myn and children. We are 
doing our womyn*s work. Mon­
day. Isn’t this the trad­
itional washday? Monday wash 
the clothes, tuesday bake 
the bread, something like 
that. I am here-with the 
ghosts of endless genera­
tions of womyn, mothers and 
aunts and cousins and friends 
and lovers, we are all wash­
ing our clothes.
Autumn, the harvest time.
The womyn in the fields.
There is a deep-rooted place 
in me that longs to live my 
life by the cycles of the 
seasons. To plant seeds in 
the ground, care for them, 
harvest their fruits and 
flowers o
Autumn, the time of the 
womyn. The time of the ce­
lebrations of the witches, 
the herb-womyn, the divin- 
ing-womyn, the healers, mo­
thers, spell-casters. The 
womyn would gather together 
in the autumn to preserve 
their fruits and vegetables, 
dry their herbs, sew their 
quilts, and cast their 
spells for the coming win­

ter. I reach out towards 
these womyn, my mind tries 
to see them in their space 
and time. So many are the 
lessons we could learn from 
them, and i am sure that 
many of these womyn in this 
laundromat with me do not 
even believe in the exis­
tence of witches, or herb- 
healejc^, .or of a time when 
all womyn were such beirgs.
For them Hallowe'en is the 
day when the children dress 
up in cheap costumes bought 
at woolworth's, and go out 
collecting junk food from 
the neighbors. The day for 
carving a bizarre face in 
a pumpkin and putting a 
flashlight inside. Do they 
consider why these things 
are done, what ancient ri­
tuals they represent? Do 
the ghosts of the fore- 
mothers reach out and touch 
the souls of these modern 
womyn?
Ghosts. Hallowe'en is the 
time of witches and ghosts. 
The womyn and the dead ones, 
creatures of the night.
And i, a lesbian, a witch, 
a creature of the night, 
strain with every fiber of
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my baing to reTnember that 
from which i have descended.
I must remember the rituals, 
the spells, the circles of 
my foremothers in firelight, 
candlelight, dancing and 
chanting in a sacred grove,
I must remember because it 
is not written, and it has 
been almost forgotten by our mother, and their mo­
thers, generations of con­
scious repression of our 
wisdom, our secrets, in or- 
er to survive in the world.
Hallowe'en is the time to 
remember womyn’s magic.
It*s not accidental that 
with womyn's struggle to 
overcome sexism and regain 
power in the world, we 
also begin to rediscover 
our magic and our spiritual 
roots. Womyn*s power comes 
from those roots. Our power 
is the power of the witches 
of the ages.
Hallowe'en is also the time 
to remember our righteous 
anger. Hallowe'en is the 
time to remember the more 
than nine million womyn 
burned, drowned, stoned, 
hanged, beheaded, and other­
wise persecuted and tortured 
by the male ruling class in 
its attempt to establish 
patriarchal rule and end 
witchcraft forever.

It took the deaths of nine million womyn. and still 
the Craft did not die.
Such is our strength, and 
the eternal validity of our 
truths 0 We are the new wit­
ches , we are the new in­
carnations of those womyn 
who were murdered for being 
womyn. Our struggle in this 
time is twofold» to look 
outside of ourselves at the 
conditions of the womyn 
and the earth, our mother, and teacher, and do what we 
can to restore the balance. 
And to look deep within 
ourselves for that know­
ledge and wisdom that our 
ancestras have willed us, 
that lies latent within 
each of us.
Hallowe'en is the time to 
bring our latent wisdom to 
the surface, to come toge-_ 
ther and shake the earth 
with the sound of our voi­
ces raised in one powerful, 
beautiful cryi we are the 
daughters of the witches. 
Their Craft is our Craft.
We will no longer be silent,

a witch lives and laughs in every woman, 
she is the free part of each of us, 
beneath the shy smiles,
the acquiescence to absurd male domination, 
the madce-up or flesh-suffocating clothing
you are a witch by being female, 
untamed, angry, joyous, immortal, 
you are a witch by saying aloud 
"i am a witch" 
and thinking about that,

— anon.
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LESBIAN U M BR ELLA  ORGANIZAT ION ^ L a u r e n C r u x

The September Umbrella meeting, which I missed, was 
evidently one of conflict and stress. The Core group 
made some statements of how they wanted to reorganize—  
closing the group, three month commitment, etc,— and were 
met with charges of elitism and power tripping. From all 
reports everyone on all sides, or on no sides, was blown 
out by the uproar.It all sounded so familiar to me—  from my own ex­
perience in the pol^ical action group last year to all 
accounts of lesbian and feminist organizations during the 
last ten yeaxs. Over and over again, groups ripped apart 
because of conflicts over power/leadership/authority/ 
structure.Core spent one meeting re-evaluating our position as 
a group, and as individuals. What were our power desires? 
What did we want our relationship to each other and the 
Umbrella to be? We all began by denying that we were on 
any power trip. We thrashed around in our self-righteous­
ness for quite a while feeling frustrated. It occurred 
to me that there was indeed a power investment for me by 
being in Core. I explained to the group that my guess was 
we all had such aMnvestment and we might move somewhere 
by copping to it. I began by saying how I felt and feel 
that I have a vision which I want to see brought to life.
A vision which has political, cultural, social, and per­
sonal relevance to me and I believe to most lesbians, I 
want the Umbrella to be a political/cultural/social force, 
inspiration, organization. I want to see us fight for our 
rights, and win. I r*want to see us be part of a woman*s 
cultural revolution. I believe in myself to know I can 
make a contribution to that effort. I believe in us 
knowing that if we, join together no one can tear us apart, 
I am a member of Core because that is a way for me to 
actively be involved in enacting my vision. That is my 
power trip.

As we went around the circle each of us had different 
yet similar reasons for being in Core. Some of us were

more political, some more social, some more cultural. 7 
We^ all ^reed that we wanted to be actively involved in 
being joined together in commitment to our future as 
women, and as lesbians, and. Core and the Umbrella are a 
meaningful way to do that. We do want power. Not power 
over, but power of creation, invention, and political clout.

With our motivations clearly spoken, the structure of 
Core became easily defined. We are a committed Core group 
by virtue of our stated commitment to each other. Anyone 
who wants to join can do so by virtue of making the same 
emotional/time commitment. No need to close the group—  
to impose structure externally. We now have our desired 
internal structure. Core is open t) anyone who wants to 
drop in to just listen or to look on, or wants to be heard, 
ot who has an idea or a gripe to share, or who has anything 
she wants to contribute. (Gore meets Fridays, 5 0 0  to 700  ̂
123 Pearl Alley, behind Woolworth’s)

We also narrowed our goals. We agreed to be responsible 
for seeifg that the monthly Lesbian Umbrella Meetings hap­
pened. We agreed that our other purpose was to sponsor 
educational happenings for lesbians in this county. We 
will try to have one'event a month. This month we’re 
working with Ruby to pull off the Halloween dance• Next 
month might be a worksh -' on body-image and and body poli­
tici the month after tl o,t a concert, or a talk, or an art 
show, or ?.And so to the topic at hand, the LUO meeting this month. 
We felt we needed to talk with everyone about power/leader- 
ship, and how we were afraid of it in our community and in 
general. During small group reports, Core related to the 
large group much of the inf ormati on I cited above. Every­
one seemed pleased with our report. Then after announce­
ments, we had a half hour of body/play led by Sybil. We 
did mutual support exerci^Les that left us all feeling good, 
a little sweaty, and energized.As facilitator I began the discussion by a description 
of Core’s discussion of power. I mentioned a little of the 
history of many women’s organizations working so hard to 
counteract the hierarchy and ossification of male organi­
zations that they often fell prey to the "tyranny of. ---->
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Steinem who has said that men kiXX off their weak, whiXe 
women kiXX off their strong» Knowing this, and wanting 
to avoid it in the LUO, the foXXowi^ questions were 
suggested for discussion* What is it about power/Xeader— 
ship/authority that is threatening to women and to women’s 
groups? How does power occur? How does power get taken? 
What is the difference between individuaX and group power? 
And of course the obvious— what do we mean by power?

The discussion that foXXowed was one of the most 
thoughtfuX and respectfuX discussions I’ve witnessed since 
the beginning of the UmbreiXa, Jargon and dogma were 
noticeabXy absent. And aXthough most of the discussion 
remained abstract and generaX as opposed to personaX and 
immediate, many fruitfuX attempts were made to deaX with 
the issues and questions posed.I cannot re-count everything that was saidi however, 
we came up with severaX suggestions for procedure and 
phiXosophy for the UmbreXXa with which we aXX agreed.
In discussing our common fears of Xeadership and power 
as traditionally abusive, it was suggested that we need 
to re-name those terms so that they become our terms, 
women’s terms with women’s meanings. The same words may 
be used, but connote new meanings. Instead of abusive 
power, we are looking for creative power— shared power 
between/among equals. Instead of authoritarian, hierarchi­
cal Xeadership, we are encouraging leadership based on 
competency.We agreed to consciously work to avoid covertly sabo­
taging our leaders. We want to work within the LUO to 
support, promote, and encourage each other to be powerful, 
creative, and leaders in whatever way our skills and 
talents manifest themselves. We recognize that everyone 
has skills and talents in different areas. As new tasks 
emerge, new people whose skills match those tasks will 
become "leaders” or initiators for those tasks.

We ^reed to each work to be responsible for oxirselves 
to see'that our needs are met within the Umbrella. We also 
discussed the fact that not everyone is automatically fully

responsible for herself.- We’ve mid /ears of training not 9 
to be responsible for ourselvesj v/e need time, methods, 
and encouragement to learn these new skills.

At this point it seemed we were equating the use and 
facility of verbal ability with powers those who talk more 
command more power and influence 1 those who are uncomfort­
able in large group settings remain quiet and feel 
they have less power. Agreeing that sometimes silence can 
be a powerful act, and agreeing that non-talkers who want 
to talk must assume responsibility for speaking out, we 
discussed ways that the talkers could make more space for 
those who are struggling to find their voices. We came up 
with the following ideasg We agreed to try different 
comraunication/process models at each Umbrella meeting, 
working until we find one(s) that work. At the beginning 
of each meeting the process model will be discussed and 
agreed upon for that meeting, and evaluated at the^nd of 
the meeting. We might experiment with more small group 
discussion within the large group. We might try a hand 
signal for someone who wants to stop the meeting and have 
a moment of silence to collect her thoughts before she speaks, and so on.

Finally, we gave ourselves permission not to be logica!^, 
rational, and analytical, recognizing that there is often 
great wisdom in our ramb";.* 'ig and confusions.

We ended the meeting .uiienting on how the atmosphere of 
regard, and respect was n^jaling for all of us. Next month 
we plan to continue our discussion of power and leadership. 
Having agreed upon a general political and philosophical 
approach tc :hose topics, we want to focus on personal 
comments of success and struggle with our own issues of 
claiming and activating oxir power and potential. Another 
attempt to bring the personal and the political together. 
Bye folks, hope to see you next month.
Note* The Lesbian Umbrella Organization is a community 
group open to all lesbians. We have open monthly gather-- 
ings (next one Nov, 20— see calendar) which provide a 
way for us all to meet, discuss relevant issues,socialize, 
and play. Call 426-DYKE evenings for more info. o ^ N  US I!



lO ßOO’üODg) í?®DD©ffi7QD[|) by Ruby
As a followup to last month's "Firing” article. 

Ruby will bring you up to 
date on happenings in Sue 
Hilton's case - she was ba­sically fired from her Youth 
Conservation Corps Job for 
being a lesbian.In mid-September Sue's 
lawyer received a letter 
from Russell Cahill, the 
Director of the State Parks 
and Recreation Dept., offer­
ing her back pay (from the 
time she was fired until 
the end of the Job), and 
offering to send a letter 
to each of her crew mem­
bers explaining that Sue 
was not found guilty of im­
moral conduct, and further,. 
that he would hire her back- 
that she was quite capable 
of doing her Job.

He apologized for the un­
fortunate situation (which 
situation wasn't clear), 
and said the decision to 
fire her was based on the 
administrator's feeling 
that it would not be poss­
ible for her to pull to­
gether an effective crew 
(following the investiga­
tion), but if circumstances 
had. been different then he 
would have had her come 
back to work. He also said 
that under his administra­

tion he would be glad to 
hire her next year.Sue (through her lawyer) 
replied with a letter ask­
ing for some changes in the 
way the P&R Dept. runs 
things (like investigations, 
guidelines on staff-crew 
communications, etc.), asked 
to have her record cleared 
of the charges, and said 
she would be glad to talk 
with them about employment 
possibilities.

It is now a month later 
and she has received no an­
swer and no back pay!!
Sue and her defense com­

mittee thank those of you 
who wrote letters, signed 
petitions, and gave support- 
but the end is not yet in 
sight, so please keep lis­
tening. Promises don't pay 
the rent!!

123 PEARL ALLEY 
SANTA CRUZ 
426-HIGH

Three years ago I heard the word Lesbian 
Three years ago I heard the word fear 

defined the word anxiety
and struggled with the word identity

Three years ago I experienced the word love 
Three years ago I caressed the word tenderness 

welcomed the word choices
and found strength in the word courage

Three years ago I found the word freedom 
And took a tight hold- never to let go.
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BEHIND WOOLWORTHS

An 11 yr. old girl successfully 
fought off two would-be child 
molesters, it was reported 
in KARATE NEWS, As she was 
walking home, a car with two 
men stopped, and one man 
grabbed her by the arm. She 
flipped him onto his tr/'T on 
the sidewalk, chopped hi:n in 
the neck with the edge of her 
hand, and Jabbed.him in both 
eyes with her fingers. The 
driver Jm-oed out screaming, 
"that's murder!" Neighbors 
alerted by the noise, called 
police, and both men were 
apprehended. The child is the 
daughter of a woman who stud­
ied Judo and a man who is a 
brown belt in karate. She 
was unharmed, except for a 
slight bruise on her arm 
where the man grabbed her,
— Plexus, Oct, 77—

— Sage Emerson
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There were probably women 

of olden times, and there 
are women today who consider 
themselves witches— some con­
sider beliefs and practices 
a religion, a turning away 
from patriarchal doctrine« 
Others feel women have spec­
ial powers and insights to 
be used as they will.There were 7i»000»000,000 
women in olden times who did 
not consider themselves wi­
tches , but were punished se­
verely, usually with death 
for the crime of witchcraft. 
There are thousands of wo­
men today - possibly more- 
who also do not consider 
themselves witches but are 
being punished severely, us-_ 
ually not with death (so far?) 
for the crime of beij^ woman.

In a very systematic, le­
galized campaign, from 1300- 
1700 A.D. European and Am­
erican women were murdered- 
most often by burning and 
hanging. The three main 
bases for these years of ter­
ror were the realities that
- women were sexual beings
- women questioned and re­

futed the religion of Chris­
tianity
- women had knowledge of 

healing and health care.
These characteristics and 

actions, in a time when wo-

by Catherine
men were considered "a struc­
tural defect in the original 
creation” (Dworkin) were 
completely untolerated by 
men.The”witches” were accused 
of works ranging from caus­
ing impotency in men, copu­
lating with the devil, col­
lecting penises in boxes and 
feeding them oats and corn, 
causing hailstorms and tem­
pests, to killing and eating 
babies. Other unexplainable 
phenomena were also often 
acknowledged as being the 
work of witches, and some 
person/s often died for them.

In 148̂ ,̂ Pope Innocent VIII 
issued a proclamation that 
had two men, Kramer and

Sprenger, write an extensive 
document that would define 
witchcraft, describe the mo­
dus operand! of witches, 
and standardize trial pro­
cedures and sentencing. The 
result was the Malleus fiiale- 
ficarum (Hammer of Witches). 
In a time when few people 
read and books were scarce, 
this volume was printed ex­
tensively and sat in every 
courtroom. It had more cur­
rency than the Bible; it was 
theology, it was law. The 
following excerpt from the 
Malleus shows the inherent 
woman hatred behind the 
witch hunts;"Now the wicked­
ness of women is spoken of 
in Ecclesiasticus XXV1 All 
wickedness is but little to 
the wickedness of a woman.. 
What else is a woman but. a 
foe to friendship, an Ui.os- 
capable punishment, a ne­
cessary evil, a natural tem­
ptation, p. desirable cala­
mity, a domestic danger, a 
delectable detriment, an e- 
vil of nature, painted with 
fair colors I Therefore if it 
be a sin to divorce her when 
she ought to be kept, it is 
indeed a necessary torture..'
The amount and intensity 

of overt woman-hatred dis­
played during these centur­
ies seems overwhelming to 
us now, and we tend to say, 
as with the murder of homo­

sexuals and Jews in WWII, 13 
it won't happen again.
But it happens again. Each 

day in European and Ameri­
can cities ^and spreading to 
other places) women are say­
ing "I will be woman- self

defined- no longer man-de­
fined." Again, the accusa­
tions from men are based on 
women's sexuality, women's 
questioning of the church, 
and women's knowledge of 
health and healing. Women 
are exploring and living in 
relationships with other wo-’ 
men, women are realizing the 
"world's great religions" 
of today are directly oppres­
sive to them (some drop out 
and some try to take power 
from the inside such as by

---->
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■becoming;priests ), and wo­
men are exploring and heal­
ing not only their own bod­
ies , but are working to 
change the male "health” em­
pires that have built up 
since the long-ago women 
healers were wiped outo 
• Women further say* "I will 
question rules laid down for 
my behavior, my clothing, my 
desires. I will fight against 
men--individually and collec­
tively— husbands and govern­
ments --who are stepping on my 
and other womens necks."
And the modern Malleus Mal- 

eficarums are FBI (Cointelpro) 
C3A, and grand jury regula­
tions and memos, texts of psy­
chiatric medicine, and the 
maze of law books and prison 
manuals. Examples of how these 
sources are used to define, 
uncover and punish "witches" are I
- Grand jury investigations 
(fishing expeditions) in the 
women's and lesbian commun­
ities in Lexington, Seattle 
and other American cities, 
where lesbians and single 
mothers especially were ob­
jects of threats, lies, and 
jailings. Some of these wo­
men had herstories of politi­
cal activism - some were not 
politicized at all prior to 
the investigations (now they 
are!). The grand jury is a

either goes to jail for the 
duration of the grand jury or 
until she is ready to talk, 
or one starts to answer their 
questions, and finds that she 
must then answer any and all 
questions put to her -with­
out her lawyer present. Any 
person named in this ques­
tioning is then subject to 
also being called before the 
grand jury - and so on. 
-Secondly, many women end up 
in psychiatric institutions 
and are subjected to druggings, 
electrical shocks, isolation, 
and other abuses as a result 
 ̂of knowing the world is mixed 
up/wrong, trying to act again­
st that wrong as they see it, 
having someone (psychiatrist, 
social worker, etc.), label 
their way of coping as crazy 
(angry women, lesbians, etc.), 
and then once inside the ins­
titution they often are not 
released until they conform 
to the prevalent and desired 
image of "womanhood" and 
•good citizen". In USSR "men­
tal hospitals” are apparently 
used to keep overtly "poli- 
•cal” prisoners away from main­
stream society. Joan Baez 
wrote a song about Natalia. 
Gorvaneskaya,who, every time 
she gets released from the 
hospital, writes another-ant.i- 
government poem and goes back 
for another stint.

of punishment is the prison 
system. Almost any infraction 
of "male” law can be made to 
fit a crime serious enough 
for imprisonment - whether it 
be women organizing and march­
ing in Italy for abortions, 
feminists uninvitedly inspec- 
rping a Florida maternity ward, 
women "lying” to the welfare 
department to get a bit more 
money, or defending oneself 
against a rapist. Once inside 
the prisons, women are isola­
ted, behavior modified, drug­
ged, raped, malnourished, some 
are made to pay for their keep 
with work-release programs,
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repeatedly.
These are the ways modern 

"witches” are dealt with. So 
far, we haven't seen public 
"burnings and hangings - but 
grand juries, psychiatric ins­
titutions and prisons do an equally effective job.
The tie that binds the cen­

turies together is that when­
ever women speak out or act 
against men and the patriarch­al system, they will first 
be told to shut up, and if 
they don't voluntarily do 
that, they will be submitted 
to stronger and stronger 
methods of keepij^ them quiet.

As we come again to this 
Halloween time- this eve of 
Hallows - celebration of 
the ancient Dianic cult, 
let us remember all our sis­
ter witches and continue to 
be powerful in our working 
together as women, for women.
Resources:
Woman Hating-Andrea Dworkin 
Witches. Midwives & Nurses- 
B. Ehrenreich, D, English 

Root of Bitterness-ed. Nancy Cox
Sex & Power in Historv-Amaury 
de Riencourt

Generations of Denial-Kathrvn Taylor

■ i«
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As an example of a modern 
witchhunt, Eva Kutas and 
five other Oregon people 
were charged (in late 1974) 
with harboring an escapee 
from the Oregon State Peni­
tentiary. Eva is now serv­
ing two years in prison (so 
far she's been in Temlnal 
Island, Pleasanton, and 
Just recently was trans­
ferred to a halfway house in Oakland ).

The case began in Ivlay of 
1974 when the warden of the 
_Oregon State Penitentiary 
allowed Carl Bowles a four 
hour ’’social pass" with his 
nlece/glrlfrlend, Joan Co- berly. The fact that Bowles 
escaped while on a social 
pass, that he was serving 
time for murder and kidnap­
ping convictions, that he 
was at large for more than 
a month, and that he killed 
an elderly Eugene couple 
during his flight, fueled 
dramatic publicity. The re­
cord shows that authorities 
in Amarillo, Texas for­
warded a warning to Oregon 
prison officials shortly 
before Bowles escaped that 
a "girlfriend" of Bowles 
was coming to Oregon to 
break Bowles out of the 
penitentiary; this warning

EVR EÜTAS
was disregarded. All of 
this proved highly embar­
rassing for prison and law 
enforcement officials and 
much of the public anger 
over the escape focused on 
the prison warden, Hoyt Cupp 
The escape and its after­

math left prison personnel 
and law enforcement offi­cials with a lot to explain. 
What ensued, as often occurs 
when the government needs to vent pressure or deflect 
challenge, was a witch hunt. 
The fall would be taken by 
accomplices and abettors to 
Bowles' flight, regardless 
of whether or not they ac­
tually existed. The hunt 
yielded predictable results: of the six persons who 

. were charged by the Fed­
eral Grand Jüry with con­
spiracy, harboring an es­
capee and misprison (con­
cealment) of a felony, five 
were political activists. 
Prosecuting political ac­
tivists for helping Bowles 
escape netted the govern­
ment two Important "bene­
fits": it turned public 
vjrath away from the govern­
ment and focused it on 
those challenging the gov­
ernment. This provided a 
convenient cover for anoth­
er government assault on

its "enemies.",.
Eva Kutas was born in Hun­

gary in 1950. She came to 
the US. at the age of seven. 
She has a 2 year old son,
Abdi Sharif. She graduated ' 
from the U. of Oregon and •. 
taught at the Tongue Point 
Job Corps Center for Women 
in Astoria, Oregon. Eva re­
ceived her masters degree 
in corrections. While at­
tending the U. of Oregon 
she became active in work­
ing against social injus­
tices such as the Vietnam 
war, racism and the UPW 
(United Farmworkers) strug- 
gle.Eva Kutas became a target 
because of her successful 
work as the house manager 
for the Women's Transition­
al Living Center, a senten­
cing alternative to Jaii! 
'which Included women who 
had violated their parole. 
Eva strongly believed that 
prison was o poor solution 
to the problems of the wom­
en with whom she was work­
ing, and spoke out exten­
sively about the need for 
further and more far reach­
ing alternatives to the cor­
rections system. Her work 
and her ideas became a sym—  
bol of a new approach to 
criminology, and the center 
posed a de facto challenge 
to the government's myth

that the purpose and effect 17 
of Imprisonment is rehabil­
itation. In the three years 
she worked at the center 
only one woman had to be 
returned to prison and no 
one ever tried to escape-- 
thls made her work even 
more of a threat.

People who lived and worked at WTLC testified on Eva's behalf, giving speci­
fic information as to where 
she was and what she was 
doing during the times in 
question. The WTLC log book 
supported their testimony. 
These efforts were to no 
avail.

The government's case a- 
gainst the defendants was 
based primarily on the tes­
timony of Joan Coberly, 
Bowles' "visitor" who was 
with him throughout most of 
his flight. She gave at 
least four different ver-. 
slons of what happened. The 
government subsequently 
granted her immunity from 
all federal prosecution.
In an early statement to 
police Coberly described 
the alleged aiders as be­
ing four white men. (Those 
finally tried were a white 

• man, a black man, a Chinese 
>man, and two white women.) 
Even after she abandoned 
this version, she contin­
ued to describe one alder

------------------>
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as a "large vjhite male."
In September,' before the 
grand Jury, she suddenly 
changed the description to 
"large black male" and as­
serted that this person was 
Ray Eaglin (Eva Kutas' hus­
band). Under questioning 
from defense attorneys at 
the trial, she admitted 
that she had lied to the 
grand Jury and later coop­erated out of self-interest. Judge Skopll’s comment on 
the case after the trial 
was, "Pew cases of this mag­
nitude have so precariously 
rested on the credibility 
of a single witness."A month after the verdict 
Kutas was sentenced to two 
years, Eaglin to four years. 
(He is presently out on 
ball pending appeal). The 
Judge explained that the aentences were not for the 
purpose of isolating the 
defendants from society, or 
the purpose of rehabilita­
tion, but to deter lawless­
ness; "the community is en­
titled to a clear express­
ion of disapproval."
The prosecution is taking 

its toll. Eva’s arrest led 
to her suspension from the 
staff of the Women’s Trans­
itional Living Center, 
which contributed to its. 
•demise as a viable alter­

native to prison. After hav­
ing its program and resour­
ces continuously narrowed 
and diluted over a period 
of months, it finally clos­
ed. The cost that prison 
will exact from Eva and the 
communities she has suppor-- 
ted is Immeasurable. Eva 
has also been separated 
from her son, Abdl, for al­
most half his life.If Ray’s 
appeal is turned down, Abdi 
will be turned over to le­
gal guardians.But for all the defendants, 
the trial has furthered 
their political awareness 
and education. Eva and the 
others feel that their past

mmm
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political work has provi­
ded them with the ability 
to continue in the strug­
gles they have undertaken. 
More than ever, they under­
stand and can respond to 
their trial in political • 
terms.
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Once again, the American 
criminal Justice system has 
neither guaranteed nor pro­
tected the fundamental 
rights of citizens. Instead, 
the government has used the 
tool of malicious prosecu­
tion in it’s attempt to si­
lence political activists, 
This is not an Isolated 
case— Eva Kutas needs our 
support.

The Santa Cruz women work­
ing on Eva's defense commi­
ttee are doing education 
around this case, including 
writing leaflets and pam­
phlets, and are also avail­
able to speak to groups and 
individuals about Eva's sit­
uation. They are also en­
gaged in fundraising (law­
yer's fees, printing, etc. 
need to be paid) and have 
a rummage sale planned for 
November— any rummage you 
can donate will help them 
pay their bills. For speak­
ers, information, or dona­
tions of rummage, call 
426-9182 or 476-8558 and ask for a defense committee 
person or write Committee

to FREE Eva Kutas and Ray 
Eaglin, 436 36th Ave., San­
ta Cruz, Ca. 95062. They 
also ask you to write Judge 
Otto Skopll, Federal Court­
house, Portland, Ore. 97202 
and demand l.All charges 
be dropped 2.The case be re­
opened and defendants be 
given a new trial 3.Eva be 
released fran Jail.
Very importantly, Eva wel­

comes correspondence— her 
new address is: Eva Kutas,
205 McArthur Blvd.,Oakland,
Ca.94610. Her move to the 
halfway house feels hopeful, 
buttreats*^ such as this can 
always be withdrawn, and. 
she can be sent back to 
Pleasanton. Halfway houses 
can be seen as "half freedom."

/
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Meg Christian's new alhum, 
Face The Music, is now 
available at MotherRighto 
Get it, it's great!

Just about everyone has 
heard that they're making a 
movie out of Rubyfruit Jan­
gle. However, it seems that 
filming won't begin until 
spring of 1979? under the 
direction of Joan Tewksbury, 
screen-writer of "Nashville” 
fame. No one has been signed 
for the lead yet, but Rita 
Mae has said that she hopes 
Lily Tomlin would play the 
part. Who wouldn't? Mean­
while, Rita Mae has just 
finished her third novel, 
"Six of One, Half Dozen of 
The Other" which promises 
to recapture some of her 
old flavor. The novel will 
be about the relationship 
between her mother and 
sisters, and about love 
expressed between women in 
the south. The book is ex­
pected next spring thru 
Bantam.
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Birth of Wonten̂ s Prison Coalition
Over 120 women from western states met for two days to 

share experiences and discuss the state of the women's pri­
son movement. The conference, which concluded months of 
preparation by the Santa Cruz Women's Prisoner Support 
Group, was held in the beautiful surroundings of Ben Lomond. 
The participants were impressed at the high quality of 
food, entertainment, and creative childcare provided by the 
organizers. One mother said, "I've never been to a confer­
ence before where my child wakes me up to ask if childcare 
has started yet." ^

This herstoric first conference brought together ex-cons 
and women representing many diverse groups i Women 
Against Prison (Bay Area), Hands Across the Wall (Portland- 
Eugene), Through the Looking Glass (Seattle), Women's 
Prison Project (Santa Fe), Music Inside/out (L.A.-S.F.), 
Alternatives to Incarceration-Parolee“Support Network 
(Sonoma), Athena House (Santa Rosa), Women's Litigation Unit (S.F.), Prisoner's Union (S.F.),. Women Fight Back Net­
work (S.F,), S.F. Jail Project, National Lawyers* Guild 
(San Jose), August 21st Coalition and defense coimittees 
supporting Dessie Woods, Assata Shakur, and Eva Kutas.

•̂ ere to establish a strategy for 
;i's prison movement and to set up 
The format of the conference 

provided^for intensive core group meetings, where goals 
were discussed, as well as workshops on such issues as Mo­
thers in irison, Racism, Lesbians, Alternatives, Juveniles, 
Organizing tactics, health care, behavior modification, and
others. t, iThe conference established a new group. The Women s 
Prison Coalition-Western Region, and formulated a strategy
plan involving three parts: «o. 4 n1. Access to Prison--Program development, getting in

and staying in. .2. End to construction of new prisons and jaiis3. Organizing around special abuses— behavior modifica­
tion, healthcare, forced sterilization, custody, lesbian harrassment, racism, death pen­
alty, and political prisoners. ---- >

The conference goals 
women working in the v.- ' 
a communication netvfoi:;
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The last point was most hotly debated. A small group pushed sSotlirfor a separation of political prisoners in- 

t ^ a  fourth category. There was consensus that organizing arouni polìtica! prisoners was necessary as a consciousness 
raising tool for the public (i.e. showing 'that prisoners 
are not an isolated group-"them" asthe outside) and that the abuses heaped on political pri 
soners are the same as the harrassment inflicted on all 
prisons! All sides agreed that in reality all prisoners 
are political because they are victims of economic and 
social pressures. The minority, however, still wanted a 
separate category. After long debate, the conference M a  
whole agreed that political prisoners should be included 
within the third strategy focus.

A communications network will facilitate continuing 
communication through a newsletter and quarterly meetii^s. 
It is hoped that future meetings will continue the posi­
tive outgrowth of this first conference providing support 
and skill sharing to western women in the radical prison/., 
criminal justice movemento

by Sally Johnson & Debra Miller, .n/ta/nnw/ editorial interference by Nancy Shaw lO/iV/Ci'
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WITCHES
Witches— rebels through the ages 
have received the rulers* curse 
fled to forests where they practiced 
magic arts to help the folk 
gathered to them— deep in darkness 
spells and rites to shake the throne.
Poor and crippled, sick and weak 
slaves sought out their eerie aid 
gathered in the midnight shadows 
deep within a forest glade 
to perform the Witches Sabat 
calling on the powers of darkness i

’’Overthrow the mighty Church 
Burn the Landlords in their mansions 
Kill our masters with your curse!”

For the Church had long betrayed them—  
_taken food and land and lives—  
given nothing but vague mutters—  
lies of later paradise.
And the landlords whipped them daily 
stealing grain reaped fr<̂ m the earth 
jeweled fingers, lives c:' leisure 
stolen from their cripplod backs.
Good is bad and bad is good
dark and light trade places herei
from around the witches• fire
daemons rose with burning brands
streamed to where the High Lord lay
sleeping in his silken gown
set the fires to the mansion—
howled with glee while flames leapt high.
Aye the rulers hated witches 
but the poor folk loved them well.
C— Jane, copyright 1970« reprinted fromi 
It Ain’t Me, Babe, Vol. I issue 5)
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SEATTLE-ChrIfi Pomarl-oau was 
fired recantly from Kelly's 
Answering Service for not wear­
ing a bra« She doesn't under­
stand it either. She has 
appealed to the Washington^ 
State Human Rights Commissiono 
Kelly's had warned her to 
wear a bra, she says, but 
she *'couldn't see the sense 
of it”. Only women were working on her shifts and no 
men entered the area while 
she was there. (Hersay)

CONFUSED ABOUT O.J.?
Where does that orange juice 
really come from? This list 
was compiled by Lesbian Tide»
Scotch Treat California
Gelsons "  ̂.Mayfair/Arden-Cal,Tex,Ariz, 
Sunkist ”
Tree-Sweet Florida
Tropicana "
Minute-Maid "Vita-Pakt Cal,Ariz(uses

cone,from Fla) 
Ralph's Florida
Thriftimart 
Jerseymaid 
.V on* s 
Alpha BetaGal-Fame refuses to dis

close source

It

It
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Me and my sponge.
We got this thing.
Wlien I knew it's time,*
Can't help but sing.
It's so natural,
It almost talks»
"Rinse me out in cold 
And I'll invigorate 
You all up."
"Rinse me out in hot 
And I'll soothe 
You down a lot."
So get your sponges, women. 
Don't let the bastards crush us.
Me and my sponge.
We got this thing
And it's a whole lot 
Better
Than Asbestos I

Deborah

The uese Gay Library is now open at 10^ Student Music East,25 
behind Crown, The Days are Mon-Fri from 10-5 and Mon-Thurs 
from 7-10 pm. Public is welcome. The phone is GAY-2468.
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Ruby suggests» That under the new matriarchy, men will be so 
ashamed of not having breasts, that they will be forced to 
wear shirts._______________________ __________________________
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GAY SPEAKERS BUREAU AND 
EDUCATION

Are you interested in speak­
ing to groups on various 
gay issues like gay rights, 
lifestyles, etc? We would 
be speaking to churches, 
teachers, classes, mental 
health centers, etc. There's 
going to be a meeting for 
people who are interested 
in being speakers on Nov, 
10th at 5*30 pm, 502 Van 
Ness St., S.C. A small 
group, which came out of 
the Gay Rights Coalition, 
has been meeting for a 
while now to plan strate­
gies and to get contacts in 
the community for the Bur­
eau, Call Shawn at 426-9182 
or Mare at 438-3168 for 
more information.
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Your warm breath caressed my cheek 
upon passing through the hallway 
Your smile was tousled, drowsy 
as you gently shut your door 
Sighing softly, turning slowly 

back to my cold bed 
my mind warmed 

with thoughts of you 
and what may come to be 

I pull my thoughts 
(those secret thoughts) 

around me like a comforter 
and nestle down 
beneath my quilt 

to dream
my wistful dreams

KB 6/77

1 was coo young 
to be locked In a cell 
before my skin was hardened 
or my heart was tough
I was too young 
to be fumigated 
immunized, and shoved around 
like cattle in a slaughter house
I was too young to have 
growing in my belly 
already making dreams 
for his future 
on that hard lonely cot
I was too young 
and now
nine years later 
I can still t- 
those metal bars 
in my mouth

J ade
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RUBY ’S ADVERT IS ING  RATES
We want to support more of the cost of  ̂
our production through ads. We also hope 
to raise enough to start printing,(in­
stead of mimeo).So, if you would like to place an ad with 
us, please send camera ready copy (black 
ink and graphics on white paper to size) 
and payment by the 15th of the month.
Our rates are as follow:
CLASSIFIED:
-will be typed, single spaced
-il.OO for first 25 words
-$ .50 for each additional 10 words
DIS PLAY:-$2.00 per column inch (2 3/^ Inches wide) 
— OR—  high wide
Y P®?® lin3I" X 2 3A "  page 65" X 2 3A"
-or 3̂ f ’ X 6"It»

$6.00 
{>12 .00 
5)12 .00 
5)24.00-full page 6}" X 6"

Peel free to write or call about trades.

................LiP............
box 2386,0anta cru), 95063


