


\ 2 JUNE
 ̂ JUNE 4 -  Womyn's C offeehouse @ Mother R ig h t. M usic, G oddesses, 

Muses w ith  Ebony (form erly  N atasha) 7 :3 0 -1 0 :3 0 . d o n a tio n s .
JUNE 6 -  Womyn’s Radio C o lle c t iv e  -  "Death and'Dying" w ith  

' Anne and Maggie. 7 -H  pni. KZSC 8 8 .1  FM.
-  "Emotional and P h y s io lo g ic a l A spects b f Menopause" 

J u l ie  S is k in , nurse p r a c t it io n e r ,  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a forum on 
the e f f e c t s  o f  menopause on women’s s e lf - im a g e s  and s e x u a l i t y .
Sponsored by th e  S C Women’s H ealth  C enter, 250 Locus’t .  7^30.
JUNE 1 1 Womyn's C offeehouse ©Mother R ig h t. Body Images Work- 
shop, - U)

JTtUNE 13-  Womyn’s  Radio C o lle c t iv e  - "P arthenogenesis"  w ith  
la u r ie  and L uita .. 7 -11  pm. KZSC 8 8 ,1  FM.
JUNE 18t C eleb ration  o f  Gay Pride Week. There are  p lans fo r  
daytim e workshops for  le sb ia n s  and gay men and a ls o  a n ig h t-  

' t im e  g a th er in g  (p o tlu ck  and s in g -a lo n g )  f o r  le s b ia n s  a t  the  
.Womyn’s C offeeh ou se . I f  you want to  h e lp  o rg a n ize  th e se  

e v e n ts , c o n tr ib u te  to  w ork sh op s/sp each es• or Just get^more 
in fo  c a l l  426- dyke or 423-0219 .
JUNE 19-  C eleb ration  o f  Gay Pride Week. There a re  p lans fo r  
a p ic n ic  w ith 'sp eech es  and m errim ent. L esb ian s, gay men, 
fr ie n d s  and su pp orters a l l  welcom e, ( se e  June l 8 )

-  "Natural H ealing fo r  Women." Members o f  th e  S C 
H ealth  C enter w i l l  o f f e r  a forum on the m ost commonly known 
h erb a l and n a tu ra l rem edies fo r  g y n e c o lo g ic a l h e a lth .  To be 

jdeld  a t  the c e n te r , 250 L ocust. For more in fo  c a l l  427-3500 .
= JUNE 2 0 -  Womyn’s Radio C o lle c t iv e  -  " B essie  Smith" w ith  Helen  
and A lis o n . - 7 -11  pm. KZSC 8 8 .1  EM. _

? JÎ NE 2 6 -  "Herpes." Forum on the most recen t developm ents in  
¡ th e  tra n sm iss io n  and treatm ents o f  herpes and how to  cope with  

' i t . .  S CJggf H ealth  C enter, 250 Locust . ~ 7j30pm.
JUNE 2'7- Womyn’s Radio C o l le c t iv e  -  "Welfare R ights"  w ith  

' ií!e le ñ “ nd-Karen. 7-11 pm. KZSC 8 8 .1  PM.

Í

AHITA BRYAMT- MCCARTHY IN >
by kathy me crae orwl oM  r\i>maA

SOME HISTORY OF THE GAY RIGHTS CONTROVERSY MIAMI 
“Summer 1976: A gay " p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  g r o u s  es l i e d  Dade County 

C o a l i t i o n  f o r  th e  H um an is t ic  R ig h ts  o f  Gays was form ed.
F a l l  1976 : The c a n d id a te s  backed  by th e  Dade County C o a l i t i o n  

were rema.rkably s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e . l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s .
January^— : The c o a l i t i o n  d e c id e d  t o  t a k e  p o l i t i c i a n s  up 

on t h e i r  cs^mpalgn p ro m ise s ,  and th e  Dade County Commission 
■passed a Gay R ig h ts  O r id in a n c e ,  which In c lu d e d  gay p e o p le  
i n  eq u a l  a c c e s s  to  h o u s in g ,  employment and s e r v i c e s .
A nita  B ryan t  was t h e r e  t o o ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  s to p  th e  b i l l  
from p a s s i n g .

The gay community r e j o i c e d  a t  t h i s  long  overdue v i c t o r y .  
P eop le 'v je re  so  s u p p o r t i v e  t h a t  even a t a l k  show h o s t  was I n 
s p i r e d  to  come ou t on h i s  p rogram . However, A n i ta  B ry a n t ,  
fo rm er  Miss Oklahoma, o range  J u i c e  queen , and r i g h t  wing 
C h r i s t i a n ,  had a gap in  h e r  $500^000 c a r e e r  ( r e p o r t e d l y  
¿1 0 0 .0 0 0  from th e  F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  Commission, a s t a t e  com
m i s s i o n ) .  With tim e and money on h e r  h a n d s ,  w i t h i n  a few 
■Vieeks she p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  she had a v i s i o n  o r  a c a l l i n g  
from Qod to  wipe out Gay R ig h ts  and t h a t  she  had o rg an ized  a 

.m ass iv e  campaign to  do s o .  A lread y  co n n ec ted  w i th  P h y l l i s  
S c h l a f l e y  to  march a g a i n s t  t h e  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment (ERA) 
a t  th e  s t a t e  c a p í t o l ,  th e y  Jo in ed  f o r c e s  w ith  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  
c r u s a d e r s ,  a f u n d a m e n ta i l s t  B a p t i s t  p re a c l ie r ,  some l o c a l  Re
p u b l i c a n s ,  some o r th o d o x  Jews, and th e  C a t h o l i c  a r c h b i s h o p .  
(The ERA l o s t  as  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of  th e  homosexual s c a r e  
t a c t i c s . )  P.t t h i s  p o i n t  the  media p ick ed  up th e  s t o r y  and 
r a n  w i th  i t .  A n ita  g o t  prime t im e t e l e v i s i o n ,  spoke on i-adio
t a l k  snows ( a t  l e a s t  one was h e a rd  i n  L.A g o t co v erag e
h e r  h.ate r a l l i e s ,  and ra'n f u l l  page eds i n  the  Miam:

o f
H e ra ld .

She g a th e r e d  60 ,0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  on a p e t i t i o n  to  f o r c e  a vote 
on tn e  s u b j e c t .  The r e s u l t i n g  p u b l i c i t y  genera  t e c  s u p p o r t  
from some g o v e rn o rs ,  Ronald Reagan and o t h e r  o-eftovei-s f  
t h e  rilxon 
c e l l o r  of

cm
....................  iTiachine, Josep h  (B eer)  Coors (v/ho as  cha
a u n i v e r s i t y  iru C o lo rad o ,  s a i d  t h a t  ‘women s h o u l d n ' t

r.û tr/i ^V V V.- W educa t io i •caus s h c u l d n ’ t mnov; o . U I t .  th a t .



imaTe hom osexuals should  be c a s tr a te d , and who a ls o  rep o r ted 
ly  sa id  th a t fem ale hom osexuals sh ou ld  a l s o  be c a s tr a te d )
‘s L t  $50 ,000  to  Anita *s h a te  cam paign, (r e p o r te d ly  about 5-10^
from every can)
The p r o -r ig h ts  com m issioners were under a lm ost unbearable  
p ressu re  to  r e v erse  the Qay R igh ts law th ey  had p a sse d . C r i
t i c s  claim ed th a t  the $400 ,000  i t  would tak e  to  put i t  on 
the b a l lo t  was a w aste o f  taxp ayers money. T h erefore , th e  gay 
community took i t  upon th em selves to  r a i s e  the money w ith  
h0Xp from a cro ss  the country to  pay fo r  th e  referendum , f e a r 
in g  the law would be t o t a l l y  l o s t  o th e r w ise .
The gay community and o th er  human r ig h ts  ad voca tes  ro se  to  
the ch a llen g e  co u ra g eo u sly . They spoke o u t , r is k in g  Jobs and 
even l i v e s .  There have been two s u ic id e s ,  flrebom bings o f  
homes and c a r s , and v ic io u s  v erb a l b a ck la sh . One man, as  
lea d er  o f  a lo c a l  Gay la t in o  group, had spoken out on the  
c i t y ’s major Spanish  sp eak ing  s t a t io n  (ap p aren tly  th e  f i r s t  
L atino to  do s o )  and was so  despondent over the r e s u lt in g  
c la sh  w ith  h is  parents and community th a t  he ch ose s u ic id e  as 
th e  way o u t .
Gay com m unities (m ostly  m ale) a c r o ss  the country h e ld  bene
f i t s ,  r a is e d  money and spread th e  word to  support Dade County 
s tr u g g le s  and to  b o y co tt a l l  F lo r id a  c i t r u s  products ( f r o -  
zen , p a s te u r iz e d  and cd n cen tra ted  orange and o th er  c ir r u s  
J u i c e s  ̂ ~
Women a cro ss  th e  country d id  not p la y  an a c t iv e  r o le  a t  f i r s t ,  
due to  la ck  o f  in fo rm a tio n , media focu s on men, and th e  s e x 
ism  o f  the men’s methods (such as h o t - s e l l in g  t - s h i r t s  s a y 
in g  "Anita, d ear . Cram i t ! " ) .  This i s  too  bad, b ecau se the  
p u b l ic i t y ,  laws and paranoias developed  a f f e c t  a l l  le sb ia n s  
and w i l l  extend  to  a l l  m in o r it ie s  who a re  b ein g  more shut 
out every day. Some women in  mixed gay groups began exp os
in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  c a l l in g  fo r  se x u a l a s s a u lt  as a p o l i t i c a l  
t a c t i c  i s  a form o f woman-hating th a t  must be lo u d ly  and 
s tr o n g ly  wiped o u t.
In p eriod s o f  economic c r i s i s ,  r ig h t-w in g  groups have always 
tr ie d  to  s e t  up m in o r it ie s  as sc a p e g o a ts , to  tak e  p e o p le ’s->

minds o f f  th e  r e a l  i s s u e s ,  l ik e  ihìT.àTióri and uhem^
We must remember th a t th e  o p p ressio n  coming down on gay 
p eop le  from Anita i s  on ly  one part o f  a w orld-w ide system  
th a t  o p p r e s s e s , Gay w h ite  men have been op p ressed , but they  
a l s o  have th e  p r iv i le g e s  th a t come from b ein g  w h ite  and male 
in  a s o c ie t y  b u i l t  upon the o p p ressio n  o f  non-w hite p eop le  
and women.

L esbians and gay men are  the on ly  m in o r ity  w ithout c i v i l  
r ig h ts  on the books, and th e r e fo r e  a re  the v u ln era b le
to  t h is  kind o f v ic io u s  n a t io n a l a t ta c k  (w ith  a te a r e  t i t l e  
l ik e  "SAVE OUR CHILDREN, INC. (PROM HOMOSEXUAL̂ ) . We are  
th e  b ig g e s t  th rea t to  the n u clear  fa m ily , which the core^ 
o f  and th e  e a r l i e s t  tr a in in g  groun^ fo r  va lu es  whi^h b u ilc ^  
th e  n a tr ia r c h a l s tr u c tu r e . ^V/e don’t  want oui’ cn lacren  to



R av^ a r o lé  model f la u n te d  beTore them A dvocating ah a l t e r 
n a t iv e  to  m arriage and the fa m ily  u n it  as we know I t  In Amer
i c a .  This l i f e s t y l e  lead s to  n oth ing  but unhappiness and i s  
the abom ination o f God. OUR LAWS WERE NÊ /ER MEANT FOR THE 
ABNORMAIS AND WERE MADE FOR THE MAJORITY." (A nita  Bryant,
D a lly  Sun R eporter, 3 /5 /7 7 ** ***emphasls a d d e d )(A c tu a lly , th is  
"m ajority" o f  undivorced n u clea r  fa m il ie s  I s  12% o f the U .S , 
p o p u la t io n .)

"Homosexuals cannot reproduce so  to  fresh en  t h e ir  ranks they  
must r e c r u it  th e  youth  o f  Am erica." (A nita B ryant,S .F .C hron
i c l e ,  2 /1 2 /7 7 )  Anita says exp osin g  h er  c h ild r e n  to  hom osexual
i t y  i s  " lik e  feed in g  them garb age."  WE MUST EXPOSE THE REAL 
ENEMIES OP CHILDREN. Every day l i t t l e  g i r l s  a re  b ein g  de
stro y ed  by male supremacy In s id e  and o u ts id e  th e  sch o o l s y s 
tem . They are taught to  d e fe r  to  men and th a t t h e ir  only  
purpose in  l i f e  i s  to  g e t  m arried and have c h ild r e n . They 
a re  taught not to  d evelop  th e ir  minds and t h e ir  s tr e n g th s .
The w h ite  r a c i s t  sc h o o l system  tea ch es  c h ild r e n  l i e s  about 
h is t o r y ,  t e le v i s io n  tea ch es l i e s  about l i f e ,  tra ck in g  s y s 
tems lead  working c la s s  c h ild ren  to  low paying and dead
end Jobs, cou rts te a r  c h ild r e n  away from t h e ir  m others.
A n ti-g a y  laws are used most v ic io u s ly  on th ir d  world gays, 
le s b ia n s ,  econ om ica lly  poor gays such as gay p r iso n e r s  who 
a re  denied  a ccess  to  p a ro le  and p rob ation , gays on w elfa re  
or th o se  who c a n 't  g e t  w e lfa r e ,  
mothers who spend en d less  tim e, 
to  keep th e ir  c h ild r e n .
LOCAL AND BAY AREA DEVELOPMENTS
**R ecen tly  a m eeting was h eld  in  San F ran cisco  sponsored by
th e  Miami Gay Support Committee. Over 200 p eop le  l is t e n e d  to  
some pow erful p e r sp e c t iv e s  and s o l id a r i t y  m essages vo iced  by 
spokespersons from about 30 groups, in c lu d in g  D isab led  Les
b ians (from th e 5^5 C o a lit io n ) ,  B lack T each er's Caucus, a 
Gay L atina o r g a n iz a tio n , a Third World gay group, lo c a l  Teams
t e r s ,  lo c a l  C ulinary Workers Union # 22 , lo c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
and a n a t io n a l c h ild  abuse o r g a n iz a t io n . On th e  o th er  fro n t  
a woman p resen t had p o ste r s  con n ectin g  busing w ith  c h ild ren  
who cou ld  not avoid  read in g  gay announcements w h ile  w a itin g

effem in a te  men, and le sb ia n  
money and h eartach e try in g

on s t r e e t  c o r n e r s . She s ta te d  th a t  t h is  exposure was a;s l e 
th a l  a s  c i t y  p o l lu t io n .  N o n e th e le ss , a h ig h -s p ir i t e d  s o l i 
d a r ity  permeated the g a th e r in g .
**There i s  a new Bay Area group c a l le d  HUMANS UNDER ATTACK 
COMMITTEE (HUAC), I t  was formed by women to  counter s t r a ig h t  
media coverage and th e  gay m a le -p r len ted  emphasis o f  the  
s tr u g g le  so  f a r .  HUAC i s  a s k in g ..a l l  Bay Area COOP members and 
custom ers to  Join  t h e ir  campaign again st' hatemongers backed 
by th e  F lo r id a  C itru s Commission by r e fu s in g  to  buy any F lorid a  
orange J u ice  p ro d u c ts . HUAC > has organ ized  b i-w eek ly  inrorm a- 
t io n a l  p ic k e ts  and p e t it io n in g  w ith  t r u ly - in s p ir in g  le sb ia n  ' 
fe m in is t  p a r t ic ip a t io n ;  HUAC a ls o  d e liv e r e d  a f r e e  sp eech  
m essage on TV Channel-2  (which anyone can do) .  They are  en
couraging and d evelop in g  mor^ s t r a t e g ie s  an^ a c t io n s .
**A n a t io n a l C h r is tia n  marathon TV show from North C arolina i s  
preach ing p ro -fa m ily /a n ti-" h o m o sex u a l and p er v e r s io n ."
**At l e a s t  one s to r e  in  Santa Cruz has an a n t i-g a y  p e t i t i o n ,  
sa y in g  som ething about hom osexuals " d esecra tin g  ' th e  "beloved  
Iwo Jima war monument in  A r lin g to n , V ir g in ia .
STAYING OUT TOGETHER. . .
Our enemies are  c o r p o r a tio n s , 
the m edia, governm ental pow
e r s .  These p eop le are  organ
iz e d , f in a n c ia l ly  indepen
d en t, in te r e s te d  in  our op
p r e s s io n , and in  t h e ir  own 
supremacy. THIS IS NOT THE 
TIMS TO BE PUSHED BACK INTO 
THE CLOSETS, b u t ‘fo r  th e  u -  
t i l l z a t i o n  o f  the s k i l l s  and 
s tr e n g th s  th a t  we have c u l 
t iv a te d  in  our s t r u g g le s .
"Our lo v e  i s  sacred  in  a 
world th a t i s  p ro fan e . The 
o v e rr id in g  cyn icism  o f  our 
age f r u s tr a te s  us to  p a in fu l  
aw areness o f  how l i t t l e  we 
th in k  we d e s e r v e .  Love i s



hard whan you are .scared , hungry or hom eless . L I ^  ARE MORE 
CREDIBLE TO A TIRED MIND. They want to  keep  us f ig h t in g  and 
t i r e d .  They want to  t i r e  our w i l l s .  But our w i l l  I s  s tr o n g .
We imist d evelop  a communication and su pp ort system  th a t I s  
stro n g  and l i f e - a f f i r m in g .  We must do t h i s  w ith  each o th e r , 
w ith  o th er  community groups, w ith  p ress  r e le a s e s  to  s t r a ig h t  
and oth er m edia, and w ith  our in d iv id u a l fa m il ie s  and c o -
workers .
We must con tin u e to  d e a l h o n e s t ly  w ith  our d i f f e r e n c e s ,  but 
i t  i s  im p erative  th a t we be f i e r c e l y  p r o t e c t iv e  and s tr e n g th 
en ing o f each o th e r . This s t u f f  i s  tough and h ig h ly  p erson a l 
and not som ething to  go through in  i s o l a t i o n .
Those o f  us w ith  housing and Jobs must co n tin u e  to  a s s e r t  
our co n tr ib u tio n s  and our r ig h t  to  them. We a l l  need to  a f 
firm  each o f  our v a lu es  and our r ig h t  to  b a s ic  s u r v iv a l  
t o o ls :  u s e fu l s k i l l s ;  Jobs; hou sin g; and th e  r ig h t  to  our 
p erson a l l i v e s .
SOME ADDRESSES AND IDEAS: . . . . . .
HTTAC: 49T 65th  S tr e e t", 'TSakland, Ca. 9^609; 4 1 5 /65^ -0101 . HUAC 

would be w i l l in g  to  se r v e  as an um brella  group fo r  o th 
e r s , such as a s im ila r  Santa Cruz grou p . They could  use  
money fo r  Bay Area campaign c o s t s .  They would lo v e  to  
have more energy support to o l

MIAMI GAY SUPPORT COMMITTEE: 330 Grove S t r e e t ,  San F ra n c isco , 
C a., 94102; 4 1 5 /4 3 1 -1 5 2 2 . This i s  a group o f  m ainly men, 
in  touch w ith  Miami, and they  cou ld  r e a l ly  u se  new en
ergy as th e y ’ve been working l ik e  mad.

***Ask, r e q u e s t, d^iand th a t your lo c a l  coop or food  s to r e  
remove F lo r id a  c it r u s  products from t h e ir  s h e lv e s ; don’t  buy 
them y o u r s e lf ,  and t e l l  your fr ie n d s  n o t t o ,  to o .
***D eliver  a 90 word fr e e  sp eech  m essage on Channel 2 TV.
***C all and w r ite  to  newspapers and TV in c lu d in g  commending 
them fo r  t h e ir  f a i r  coverage and c r i t i c i z i n g  them fo r  the  
la ck  th e r e o f .
***VJrite vour congressperson.; or C arter in  support o f HR 
2998f a b i i r  th a t i n c lu d e s  gays in  the 1964 C iv i l  R ights A ct.

Mmp ^om en ftabe fiearbs!. . . 9
I have a beard I want to' 

stan d  on the ro o fto p s  and 
sh out i t .  I  want to  s to p  ev
ery person on the s t r e e t  and 
t e l l  them. I want td  take the

myl ig h t  i s  good, and I  p u ll  
h a ir s  o u t, one by one.

I ’m p lu ck in g  my beard a g a in . 
I ’m angry and I ’m b i t t e r  b e
cause my on ly  o th er  ch o ices

^ c lo se d  corn-rub them on the s o f t  s tu b b le
o f  my c h in . In stea d , a lo n e  in  
my room, I  take a m irror and 
tw e e z e r s , I prop th e  m irror  
up near th e  window where the

m unity where my beard i s  a c 
cep ted  or to  fa c e  th e  con
s t a n t ,  exh au stin g  p ressu re  o f  
p u b lic  s c r u t in y .

For one y ea r  I d id n ’t  h id e .  
;For one year  I  l e t  my beard  
grow and proudly—som etim es 
d e f ia n t ly  I walked down the  
s t r e e t s  and when p eo p le  would 
look  a t  i t  I  would th in k , "Yes, 
look a t  me, I ’m an ord inary  
woman and I have a b e a r d .”
But when th ey  looked  a t  me 
they  d id n ’t s e e  an ordinary  
woman. They saw a fr e a k , they  
saw a w lerd o .

I ex p la in ed  to  women and 
•ch ild ren  who a llo w ed  them selves  
to  be caught lo o k in g ;

"Yes, many women have " - 
b e a r d s ."

"I'm growing i t  cau se I m
t ir e d  o f  h id in g  i t . "

"I Ju st wanted to  se e  what 
i t  looked  l i k e  a f t e r  a l l  th e se  
years o f  p lu ck in g  i t ."

"Maybe i f  o th er  women saw 
mine they  w ou ld n 't th in k  they  

¡are th e  on ly  ones w ith  ch in  
h a irs  ."

"I l e t  a l l  my o th er  h a ir
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grow and show. Now i t * s  tim e  
to  l ib e r a te  my beard ."
And they would e x p la in  to  me:

" I t ’s noth in g . I t ’s lu s t  an 
Im balance o f horm ones, '

"My fr ie n d  has e l e c t r o ly s i s  
done."

"But you could be such an 
a t t r a c t iv e  woman."

"But why do you want I t  to  
show?"

" A ctu a lly , I t ’s q u ite  a t 
t r a c t iv e  . "

"To t e l l  you th e  tr u th . I t  
I s n ’t  very a t t r a c t iv e ."

"Freedom, t h a t 's  a l l  very  
w e l l ,  but don’t  you want to  
g e t  married?"

"Are you a boy or a g ir l? " ,  
asked a young g i r l  c h i ld .

" I ’m a woman," I answ ered.
"You are  a man-woman." And 

sh e was s a t i s f i e d  w ith  her own 
e x p la n a tio n .

But I ’m not a man-woman.
And i t ’s not a hormone im bal
a n ce . The research  I 'v e  done 
In derm atology textb ook s i n 
d ic a te s  th a t In most cases no 
" en d ocrin o log ie  abnorm ality"  
e x i s t s ,  and th a t the range o f  
normal h ir su tism  ( h a ir in e s s )
I s  very g r e a t .  M o st.In sta n ces  
o f  "term inal f a c i a l  hair"  
among women Is  h e r e d ita r y  and 
many o f  th ose women are o f  
L atin  o r ig in  from the Medl- , 
terran ean  co u n tr ie s  or Jews

(who are  h i s t o r i c a l l y  Medi
terran ean  in  o r ig in ) .

But th e  th in g  th a t  makes me 
most b i t t e r  I s  th e  con sp iracy  
o f  s i l e n c e  surrounding the  
I s s u e .  The r e l a t iv e ly  la rg e  
numbers of. women who have some 
obvious f a c i a l  h a ir  I s  b e lie d  
by the lack  o f  p u b lic  d i s 
c u ss io n  and Inform ation  a v a i l 
a b le .

We have a lrea d y  begun to  
c h a lle n g e  th e  myth th a t women 
are h a i r l e s s . We can now end 
the s i l e n c e  and m ystery su r 
rounding women’s beards and 
m oustaches, c h e s t  and b e l ly  
h a ir s .  Let us educate our
s e lv e s  about the m ed ica l, s o -  • 
c i a l  and com m ercial a sp e c ts  
o f  t h is  I s s u e .  L e t 's  share  
our ex p er ien ces  and o p in io n s . 
Women w ith  f a c i a l  h a ir  need 
support from our s i s t e r s  I f  
we a re  r e a l ly  to  g a in  th e  
freedom to  c o n tr o l our own 
b o d ie s . . .F o r e s t  H ope..
(from Bread and R oses, Leeds, 
EnglanTJ
That a r t i c l e  was w r it te n  two 
years a go . I 'v e  been through ' 
many changes about my beard  
s in c e  th en . In c lu d in g  a warn
in g  from my " p r o fe ss io n a l or
g a n iz a tio n ”’ th a t I  cou ld  not 
be a member i f  I  co n tin u e  to  
wear my beard on my f a c e .  "We 
have a p u b lic  image to  p ro jec t  
. . .w e  must s a c r i f i c e  our own->

b eo n isr .. Const,
d e s i r e s . . . "  And a lo v e r  who 
cou ld  n o t , would not g e t  used  
to  h er  lo v e r , m e," look ing  
l ik e  a man."
W ell, I ’m w earing my beard  
a g a in . And somehow t h i s  tim e  
i t  i s n ’t  n ea r ly  as p a in f u l .  
Perhaps cause I ’m in  Santa  
Cruz and an yth in g  i s  a c c e p t -

On Saturday, J u n e l l t h ,  a t  
the Womyn’s  C offeeh ou se , s e v 
e r a l womyn are doing a work
shop on Body Imaiges. P resen
ta t io n s  and d is c u s s io n  on th e  
fo llo w in g  s u b je c ts  w i l l  take  
p la c e :  Lookslsm , F at L ibera
t io n ,  Body Hair ( in c lu d in g  
f a c i a l  h a ir ) .  P h y s ic a l L lm l-

> i

a b le  h e r e ...p e r h a p s  cau se I ’m i P h y s ic a l L lm l-
g e t t ln g  so  much suDoort from ’ t i e s ( i n c l u d i n g  d l s a b i l l -

We encourage a l l  womyn to  
a tten d  and exp lore  t h e ir  f e e l 
in g s  aroimd th e se  o p p r e s s io n s .

g e t t in g  so  much support from  
my f r ie n d s .
The resea rch  I 'v e  been doing * 
t e l l s  me th a t  25$  ̂ o f  American ' 
women have some obvious h a ir  
on t h e ir  f a c e s .  W ell, in  my 
house t h is  very n ig h t th ere  
a re  7 women and on ly  one has j 
none. T h a t’s a l o t  more than  
25^ . And we a l l  l ik e  our h a i r . i  
And we l ik e  each o th e r 's  h a ir ,  '
And w e’d l ik e  y o u rs, to o , i f  * 
you showed i t  to  u s .
T h ere’s a myth th a t women a re  
h a ir l e s s .  In f a c t ,  we have 
h a ir  on our arms and le g s  and 
backs and b u tts  and b e l l i e s  
and a few o th er  p la c e s  as w e l l .
Haven’t  we? V7e sure h ave .
Yea HAIR!11 F o rest Hope

May 20 , 1977 __________ _________ _
OLDER WOMEN are in  th e  p rocess o f  d eve lop in g  a ru ra l com

munity and w ish  to  b e in  co n ta c t  w ith  o th er  women seek in g  a 
change in  l i f e s t y l e .  We now have a n e w s le tte r  fo r  the pur
pose o f  sh a r in g  id e a s  w ith  women who a s p ir e  to  l i v e  in  the  
country or a r e  a lr e a d y  doing s o .  FOR MORE INFORMATION w r ite  
to  E la n a /E llz a b e th , 3502 Coyote Creek Road, Wolf Creek, 
Oregon, 97497 .



Sketches of Her12 ________________  ___ ______
by C leary Wilder

Jane s i t t i n g  w ith  her f e e t  up* she d isp o se s  h er  le g s  as a 
man d oesi e n t ir e ly  w ith ou t s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s .  She hooks 
th e  to e  o f  her te n n is  shoe n e a t ly  under th e  o p p o s ite  ankle  
and l e t s  her knees f a l l  where th ey  w i l l .  The inseam  o f  her  
jean s makes a com fortab le rhomboid, running from an k le to  
a n k le . (Damn! I do not want to  spend, th e  r e s t  o f  my l i f e  
w orryir« about how my knees and an k les f a l l .  But I  cannot 
be l ik e  h e r . )
J a n e 's  fa c e .  She used to  ask  me i f  I would th in k  sh e was 
good -look in g  i f  I d id n 't  lo v e  h er . I t  i s  such  a s tro n g  fa c e  
th a t  I  could  not want i t  any o th er  way. Her nose i s  sh o r t  
and stro n g  and a l l  the space between her wide cheekbones and 
her jaw i s  f le sh e d  to  in s u la te  a g a in s t  g r e a t  c o ld , in  the  
a s i a t i c  s t y l e .  I do not know where sh e g o t  her mouthi heavy, 
s e n s i t i v e ,  p ow erfu l. I t  i s  a mouth as s e n s i t i v e  as a  hand.
The f in ^ c o r n e r s  o f  her mouth are as q u ick  as e y e s . The h o l
low s o f  her eyes are p e r f e c t ly  o v a l. Once she turned and the  
l i g h t  stru ck  sidew ays through her i r i s  and took  my b reath  aw
ay as th e  s ig h t  o f a mountain la k e  d id  on ce, pure and so  
l ig h t - s h o t  th a t  i t  seemed to  be th e  sk y . When her h a ir  grows 
o u t, i t  has a square dutchboy lo o k . ("Dutchwoman,” she s a id )  
I t  i s  co lored  l ik e  C a lifo r n ia  g ra ss  on th e  h i l l s  in  A ugust. 
There i s  so  much go ld  in  h er .
Jane s a id ,  "I'm goin g  to  l i s 
t e n  to  my album one more tim e 
to  see  i f  I can l ik e  i t ."  She 
l i s t e n e d  s o u r ly , '" I t 's  no u s e ,” 
and she put on another and b e
gan to  boog ie  w ith  the head- _... 
phones on, making loud  to n e
l e s s  remarks l ik e  a d ea f p er
so n , sa y in g  "HUH? HUHHHH?” 
when I  ad d ressed  h er , I  waved 
my hand never mind.
She a r r a y e d  h e r s e l f  over two c h a ir s , opened th e  tex tb ook  
and s e t  i t  u p righ t on the two j u t t in g  bones o f  her p e lv is #
She put on her s i l v e r  w irefram es. They g l in t e d  a l i t t l e  a -

Sketches.., corvt.

l ^ p l i g h t .  They made her look  se r io u s  
co n tem p la tiv e . She reached behind her over the

i t ^  dfmned the lamp on the ta b le  to  a d ju st
v i¿ o ^ o ^ ? v  c o u ld n 't  g e t  i t .  She clim bed

° i  o f  her s e a t ,  gave th a t  lamp what fo r ,  and s e t 
l i k e  a ° s p o t f lg h t  f t  was now s h in in g  in  my eyes.

 ̂ looked  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w ith  her round g la s s e s
a b r ie f  f la t t e r e d  s m ile .

f e e l  as though I touch  my'

and her b io lo g y  book. She sm iled
As I was w r it in g  hard, she s l i d  
ou t o f  th e  c h a ir  and came ov
e r  q u ie t ly  as a c a t .  There were 
smooth hands on my fa c e  and a 
warm mouth. Every k is s  i s  a 
shook. She w a its  t i l l  I'm  deep 
in  my l e t t e r ;  but i f  I in t e r 
rupt h er , she look s In teru p ted ,

Sometimes when our fa c e s  touch ,
r e f l e c t i o n  in  a m irror. I s im u lta n eo u sly  f e e l  th e  in s id e  o f  
my fa c e  and the in s id e  o f  the r e f l e c t io n  f a c e .  I am both  my
s e l f  and an o th e r .
She a ssu r e s  me th a t  ev ery th in g  i s  as i t  was b e fo r e , noth ing  
i s  changed, noth ing i s  changed, now she i s  s tro n g er  and more 
su re  o f  what she w ants, now th a t  she knows th e  a l t e r n a t iv e .  
She i s  d e lig h te d  to  know th a t  she can have se x u a l in t e r 
course w ith  a man w ith o u t fe a r  or h a tred . Now she knows fo r  
su re  th a t  she wants me because she lo v es  me, not fo r  the  
wrong reason sr  not because she i s  a fr a id  o f  men. That man i s  
th e  d e a r e s t  man in  th e  w orld . Now she has a b roth er as w e ll  
as a s i s t e r .  N othing i s  changed. E veryth ing i s  a l l  r ig h t .  
I f ' s  back to 'g o o d  o ld  monogamy a g a in . S h e 's  so  much more 
su re  o f  h e r s e l f  now. E veryth ing i s  f in e .  E veryth ing i s  r ig h t  
New, am I g la d  i t  happened? (Are you crazy?)
"JANE! HOW'S IT GOING?" sh r ie k s  a fr ie n d  who s e e s  us across  
th e  s t r e e t ,  "Hey, Barbara. I'm  okay," says my lo v e r , who
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th in k s  nobody'knows.- "HEY JANE! YCU AND SCOTTY STILL BEDROOM 
BUDDIES? HAH HAH HAH," Jane g r in s ,' moves her* sh o u ld e r s , em
b a r r a sse s , p lea sed  as punch, 
sa y s sm ugly,
Jane d o e sn 't  come around tod 
ay , I am supposed to  meet her  
fo r  d inner but I screw  up my 
sch ed u le  and w on't g e t  to  the  
c a f e t e r ia  u n t i l  a f t e r  sev en , 
Jane s ta r v e s  i f  she has to  
w a it a m inute a f t e r  s i x ,  and 
she w a its  fo r  no one. She a l 
so  h a tes  to  s i t  a t  a meal t a 
b le  i f  she i s  not e a t in g . She 
e a ts  in  te n  m inutes f l a t .  I f  
sh e i s  s t i l l  th e r e , she w i l l  
be d u ll  and grouchy, I walk 
through the parking l o t  to 
wards the c a fe te r ia  and the  
s tu d e n t union , I walk qu ick 
ly  in  the n ig h t. The s ta r s  
are l ik e  h o le s  knocked in

It No, w e're  jus-t f r ie n d s ,"  she

by the tea  m achine, a fr ie n d  
o f  mine asks c h e e r f u l ly  i f  I 
am a l o s t  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  "Yeah"
O u tsid e, her car i s  s t i l l
th e r e , so  s h e 's  in  th e  union.
The problem  i s ,  s h e 's  in  there] 
w ith o u t me. Now I'm  ta k in g  a 
r i s k ,  I push th e  g la s s  doors 
and march in  l i k e  a s o ld ie r  
in to  enemy t e r r i t o r y .  Quick, 
She i s n ' t  in  th e  snackbar, Thel

She i s n ' t

th e  sky by angel f i s t s ,  I'm
c o ld , I look  c a r e fu lly  fo r  
h er car b efore  I go in s id e ,  
There i t  i s ,  sky b lu e a s t r e .

h e 's  around here somewhere.

bookstore i s  c lo s e d ,  
dow nstairs w ith  th e  TV, 
T herefore she i s  a t  th e  movie. 
Number onei sh e never goes  
to  a movie by h e r s e l f .  As I 
round the corn er in to  the co
r r id o r  where t o n ig h t ' s  movie 
announcement w i l l  be p o sted ,
I can hear i t  s t a r t in g  a lr e 
ady, I  have m issed  h e r .
But sh e  comes up and sto p s
me as I  head fo r  th e  e x i t .

The c a f e t e r ia  s e a ts  about fou r s^ e was in  th e  bathroom, where] 
hundred p e o p le , I p o s it io n  my- x sh ou ld  have look ed  f ir s t ?
s e l f  where I can g e t  a look  
a t  her ga n g 's  ta b le  w ithout  
g e t t in g  c lo s e ,  I scan  the t a 
b le  head by head, but none

i t  i s  a joke w ith  us th a t  her 
bladder w on 't h o ld  more than  
te n  cu b ic  c e n t im e te r s .  
"WILDER!" "Hi," "Watcha do-

o f  them i s  blonde w ith  hunched ing?" "Looking fo r  you,"  "Did 
sh o u ld ers  and a g e s tu r in g  fo rk ,y o u  p ass youir co u n c il? "  "Yeah,| 
I g e t  some food arid d ecid e to  i  sure d id ! And th ey  were 
e a t  w ith  her fr ie n d s  anyway, r e a l  n ic e  to  me," She sm iles  
As I wander through the crowd h u g e ly , opens h er  arms and—>

^•«ctcbcs,.. OWt.
hugs me in  a p u b lic  p la c e ,  
fo r  th e  th ir d  tim e in  th e  
e ig h t  months I 'v e  known h er ,
"What t im e 's  your m eetir^?"  
she wants to  know, tu rn in g  
her w r is t  so  th a t  her watch  
s l id e s  out o f  th e  c u f f ,  "In  
f i f t e e n  m inutes."  And I in 
tend to  be l a t e  to  i t .  "W ell, 
I'm go in g  to  th e  m ovie." Oh,
I m issed  you a t  d inner so  to 
ugh lu ck , huh? The memory o f  
h e r s e l f  grip p ed  in  my arms, 
not as ju s t  now but as when 
we were sa y in g  g ood n igh t, l a s t  
n igh tI me s i t t i n g  on th e  bed 
w ith  my arms around her  
w a is t  and my knees t ig h t  a-  
round her l e g s ,  my fa ce  in  
her .ja ck e t. My fa c e  p ressed  
in to  her p rec io u s  m idd le.
Now s h e 's  t e l l i n g  me about 
how lon g  s h e 's  been meaning 
to  s e e  The M altese F a lcon ,
I wonder i f  I'm  ju s t  s e l f i s h .  
She has a r ig h t  not to  spend  
tim e w ith  me, I want to  put 
my fa c e  in  her ja c k e t . Num
ber one* she never ever  
goes to  a movie ju s t  to  se e  
a m ovie. Number twoi we have 
always sp en t every  s in g le  
fr e e  moment .out o f  every  
weekend, to g e th e r , ever  s in c e  
the b eg in n in g , e ig h t  months 
ago (E xcept fo r  the tim e she 
took two hours o f  a Sunday to  
tack  up crepe paper stream 

ers  fo r  a f r ie n d 's  b irth d ay  15 
p a r ty ) .
J a n e 's  f a c e ,  a few days ago. 
She s i t s  in  th e  dark, f e e t  
on my bedspread, knees up, 
elbows on them. She fo ld s  
her k nuck les to g e th e r  and 
tap s the hands s lo w ly  a -  
g a in s t  h er  pant l e g .  This i s  
her form o f  hand-w ringing.
She s ta r e s  s t r a ig h t  ahead and 
sa y s n o th in g  e x c e p t , "CLEARY 
I DON'T WANNA TALK ABCXJT IT!", 
Her fa ce  i s  as o ld  as her mo
t h e r ' s .
S h e 's  g o in g  to  th e  m ovie.
She meant t o  se e  The M altese  
Falcon  a lo n g  tim e ago and 
never d id . She s t i c k s  her  
hands in  h er  p ock ets and turns  
the to e  o f  h er shoe o u t ,I t  
i s  not a l l  r ig h to  I t  i s  ne
v e r  go in g  to  be a l l  r ig h t  a -  
g a in . There i s  a sm a ll s ic k  
f e e l in g  up under my ch e st  ribs^ 
I w ish I cou ld  put my fa c e  
in to  her ja c k e t ,  ca tch  her  
m iddle in  th e  crook o f my 
arms so  sh e  c o u ld n 't  g o , I  
want her to  come over and se e  
me a f t e r  th e  m ovie, but I  
am a fr a id  to  ask .
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Jo anna
Reaching out fo r  you^
I touch your hands f i r s t  
We rev o lv e  around each o th er  
And I ex p er ien ce  your arm 
Going around the curves o f  your s tr e n g th  

and the jo in in g  to  your body 
The h o lin e s s  o f  your being  
And th e  senuousness o f  your woman energy  
You are a woman 
I reach  fo r  you 
You are my s i s t e r  
I lon g  fo r  you 
You are s p e c ia l  
M agical m edicine woman 
H ealin g  energy flo w s in  your v e in s  
I f e e l  i t

as we merge w ith  each o th er  
f a l l i n g  to g e th e r  
so  g e n t ly  
so  s o f t l y  
so  s lo w ly

Jo anna I lo v e  you
s o f t ,  s o f t  l ip s
Our fa c e s  s o f t l y
C aressin g  each  o th er
S lo w ly , lo v in g  r e a ln e s s  in  my so u l
Q uesting  in to  th e  unknown realm s
Of my lo v e  fo r  you

—PAWW

C urled  i n s i d e  you c u r le d  i n s i d e  me 
my body f i n a l l y  r e s t s  

P e e l i n g  you r  back  your b e l l y  
s o f t l y  d e e p ly  i n  mine

Your mouth i s  f r e s h e r  than  
any s p r in g  d ay .

— C oyote

i  want- to
take tou ch in g

a s  deep
in to  sh a r in g  

a s  betw een women can be
P at Jackson

YOU KNOW WHAT I ‘D LIKE?
You know what I ’d l i k e ?

I ’d l i k e  you to  s l e e p  w ith  me t o n i g h t  
Oh, we d o n ' t  have t o  be 

s e x u a 1
I ’d J u s t  l i k e  t o  f e e l  th e  com fort  

o f  s l e e p i n g  in  you r  arms
o f  s l e e p i n g  i n  th e  arms o f  a women I  l o v e

Coyote

FIRE
I tou ch  you and your e y e l id s  glow

And f i r e  s p i l l s  down from both  your eyes  
t o  th e  tw in  l i p s  I  k i s s ,  below

The ta n g le d  f o r e s t  a t  your t h ig h s ,
H a r r ie tts  Frances

i  lo v e  th e  woman
whose h a ir  d r ip s  down her neck
d r ip s  down her neck
and whose h a ir  grows long
grows lo n g  upon her le g s
H e lle
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F o r  a long  tim e I have "been in tr ig u e d  by the t i t l e  o f  a Ger
man book Mädchen in  U nifonn— I was t o ld  i t  was a good one— 
b u t n ot much good to  me in  German, w e ll  S u r p r ise !  A gay  fr ie n d  

i o f  mine here in  Brugge l a s t  week handed over her c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  E n g lish  Agatha C h r is t ie s  and Women's B arracks, The book 
was a c t u a l ly  t r a n s la te d —as an o f f  co lo u r  b e s t  s e l l e r  and 
seem s to  be o r ig in a l  in  French (though I c a n 't  f in d  th e  French  
t i t l e ) ,  Dominique a c t u a l ly  g o t  i t  from her m other who g o t  i t  
as a bonus fo r  buying 10 o th er  ' s e x '  books!

I t  i s  a u to b io g r a p h ic a l/b io g r a p h ic a l the " sto ry  o f  what hap
pens when sc o r e s  o f  young g i r l s (1 7 -5 0 , my b ra ck ets) l i v e  in 
t im a te ly  to g e th e r  in  a French m il i ta r y  barrack s” . W ritten  in  
1950 by Tereska T orres, now h a p p ily  m arried , i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  
w r it t e n  in  p a r t  to  be s e n s a t io n a l .  A ll  the a c t io n  c e n te r s  on 
s e x  and lo v e .  S t i l l  i t  i s  s u r p r is in g ly  m ild  and u n o ffe n s iv e  
and th e r e  are moments o f  i l lu m in a t io n , I c o n fe ss  I  c r ie d  a t  
th e  end . You fo llo w  th e  l i v e s  o f a group o f e ig h t  womyn thru  
fo u r  years o f  war. Though th ey  never le a v e  the barracks o f  
th e  Free French Army in  London, th e  war i s  alw ays p r e s e n t ,

Tereska makes few judgem ents— she i s  sym p ath etic  to  a l l  the  
womyn though she rem ains obscure, ch a ste  and rom an tic . Her 
v ie w  o f  le s b ia n s  i s  s im p le - - th e r e  are womyn who are made l ik e  
t h a t .  She q u e stio n s  what th ey  are but not t h e ir  r ig h t  to  bei 
th a t  i s  assum ed. Her sympathy (though no p o l i t i c a l  a n a ly s is )  
i s  r ig h t ly  d ir e c te d  to  the l i v e s  o f  th e  womyn— ” , , , S ea ted  
fa c in g  P e t i t ,  I  kep t th in k in g  how sad her l i f e  must b e , how 
sad  must be th e  l i f e  o f  Ann, o f L ee, o f  a l l  th e se  women.
T h eir  m ournful eyes never laughed , even  when t h e ir  l i p s  
la u g h ed . They l iv e d  s e p a r a te ly  from th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld , 
c lo i s t e r e d  among th em se lv es; go in g  out to g e th e r , g o in g  to  
L esb ia n  n ig h t c lu b s to g e th e r , l i v in g  to g e th e r , and th e  on ly  
men w ith  whom th ey  had anyth ing to  do were p e d e r a s t s ,”
She i s  r ig h t ,  le s b ia n  women were i s o la t e d ,  lo n e ly  and a f r a id .  
T h eir  l i v e s ,  jo b s , lo v e r s  had to  be j e a lo u s ly  c o v e te d , Ann, 
how ever, i s  ex trem ely  popular and r e s p e c te d . She i s  s e e n  as 
s tr o n g , r e l i a b l e ,  good natured and even  good lo o k in g , A ll->

i
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sy m p a th etic , a t t r a c t iv e  l ik e d .  And th er l"
are s e v e r a l  o th er  le sb ia n s  m entioned in  th e  book,

p l a i ^  p h y s ic a l  lo v e  betw een womyn in  one o f  the n ic e s t  pas
ages in  the b o o k -- „ , , . t o ld  M ickey, th ere  i s  a need“In  every  woman, Claude had t o ia  in g , and she
r a r e ly  s a t i s f i e d  by men, a need
had d L c r ib e d  how one o f her g ^ ^ t i m L  tC  neu-
th e  " n eu tra l parts"  o f  her body th r o a t , the back,
t r a i  p a r ts  were the ™he in s a t ia b le  d e s ir e
th e  p a r ts  th a t  men seemed to  ^hese n eu tra l p arts
fo r  ten d ern ess was f e l t  most s _  ggch in  h is  fa -
which were so  r a r e ly  „®rding to  Claude, and they
sh io n , more or ^ess e x p e r t ly  a ,,omen th a t  were d i f -
were e s p e c ia l ly  _ fond wv.on women made lo v e  w ith  men,
fe r e n t  from t h e ir  own b od ie . p a ss io n , y e t  th ere  was^almost- 
i t  was q u ite  o f t e n  w ith  3 y perhaps the n eu tra l
alw ays a f e e l in g  o f  . *Claude had in s tr u c te d  Mickey,p a r ts  th a t  were d isa p p o in te d , Claude naa i  ^
The v ery  body o f  woman seemed to  compì d e s ir e . 1 want
over me, a s id e  from a fr a te r n a l a f f e c t io n ,  fo r -
th e  f e e l  o f  your hand pure fr ie n d lin e s s  on
g e t t in g  my s e x u a l i t y ,  o^ st r e s t in g  wicn y
my arm,"

I  d o n 't know i f  i t  i s  le a s t^ ° n ly  comes w ith
course out o f  p r in t  and in  l i r s t .  ?ut i f  you f in d  abuying te n  h etero -p o rn o  paperbacks f i r s t ,  r
copy t r e a t  i t  as a a ls o  about le a 
ps th e  movie "Mädchen in  Uniform  whic,
^ ¿ n s ,  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  s to r y  a lto g e th e r .
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I  d o n ' t  have t im e t o  w r i t e  th e  k ind o f  a r t i c l e  t h a t  I  want 
t o  w r i t e ,  h u t  I  f e e l  th a t  i t  i s  v ery  im p ortan t  t o  g e t  o u t  
in f o r m a t io n  and p e r s o n a l / p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  on t h i s  now.
The s u b j e c t  i s  t r a n s s e x u a l i s m .  T h is  has r e c e n t l y  become an  
i s s u e  ( a g a in )  i n  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  women's and l e s b i a n  communi
t y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  " d i s c o v e r y ” t h a t  th e  e n g in e e r  f o r  O l i v i a  
Records i s  a p o s t o p e r a t i v e  m a l e - t o - f e m a l e  l e s b i a n - i d e n t i f i e d  
t r a n s s e x u a l .
There have a l s o  been  o th e r  t im es  when th e  i s s u e  o r  th e  p e r so n  
o f  a t r a n s s e x u a l  has a c t u a l l y  s p l i t  im p o rta n t  women's and  
l e s b i a n  e v e n t s  i n t o  o p p os in g  f a c t i o n s .  In th e  p r o c e s s ,  p e o p le  
have g o t t e n  very  h u r t ,  women have p o l a r i z e d  and g o a l s  o f  un
i t y  have been  o b sc u r e d .  This  d i v i s i v e n e s s  i s  g o in g  t o  c o n t i n 
ue to  happen u n t i l  women ta k e  th e  i s s u e  s e r i o u s l y  b e f o r e  i t  
comes down to  r e a l  p e o p le  w i t h  f e e l i n g s ’ w i t h i n  ou r  own com
m u n i t i e s  and g a t h e r i n g s  and b e g in  t o  s e e k  out  
d i s c u s s i o n  on th e  t o p i c .
T h is  d ia l o g u e  has begun i n  Santa  Cruz. K ar lene  
th e  i s s u e  when s h e  spoke to  a u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d

e d u c a t io n  and

F a i t h
c l a s s

I  h ea r  
s u b j e c t ,
I  r e s p e c t  
i t  i s  a

r a i s e d  
on fem

in i s m  a b o u t  a month or so  a g o .  I t  was a l s o  r a i s e d  a t  th e  
L esb ia n  v/orkshop^-which K ater and m y s e l f  f a c i l i t a t e d  a t  th e  
Coconut Grove, and h o p e f u l l y  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  p e o p l e ' s  l i v 
i n g  r o o m s .
In t a l k i n g  t o  women in  Santa  Cruz ab o u t  t h i s  i s s u e ,  
a l o t  o f  women s a y i n g  t h a t  th e y  a r e  ig n o r a n t  on th e  
and t h e r e f o r e  d e c l i n e  to  ta k e  a s ta n d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  However, I  t h in k

p o in t  and' t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  needs  t o  become a p r i o r i t y  
i n  t h i s  town now, l e s t  we h ave  any r e p e a t s  h e r e  o f  t h e  u g ly  
e v e n t s  t h a t  have l e d  to  d l v l s l v e n e s s  i n  many o t h e r  p l a c e s .  
P eo p le  o f t e n  r e a c t  r i g i d l y  when c o n fr o n te d  w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  
f o r  which  th ey  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d .  H asty  d e c i s i o n s  and o p in io n s  
a r e  som etim es  formed t h a t  m igh t  l a t e r  be r e g r e t t e d ,  b u t  i n  
t h e  p r o c e s s  damage i s  d o n e .
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  one o f  th e  main ways t h a t  p e o p le  g e t  in f o r m a 
t i o n  on t r a n s s e x u a l s  i s  from th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  m e d ia ' s  p r e s 
e n t a t i o n s .  Women have p o in t e d  to  some o f  t h e s e  exam ples  t o  
s a y  t h a t  t r a n s s e x u a l s  seem t o  r e i n f o r c e  s e x - r o l e  s t e r e o t y p e s - ^

and th e r e fo r e  cannot be a ccep ted  w ith in  a fe m in is t  community . 
or Id e o lo g y . I would l ik e  to  p o in t out th a t  esta b lish m en t  
media coverage o f  le sb ia n ism  a ls o  t r i e s  to  p resen t us in  the  
way th a t  i s  to  t h e ir  advantage and n o t to  o u r s . This la r g e ly  
c o n tr ib u te s  to  our o p p ressio n , because I t  i s  the main source  
o f  in fo rm a tio n  about us th a t  many s t r a ig h t  p eop le  h ave.
What I*m sa y in g  i s  th a t  tra n ssex u a lism  i s  a complex s u b je c t .  
People tend to  respond to  i t  very e m o tio n a lly . I t  s tr e tc h e s  
one*s con cep ts about s e x u a l i t y ,  about gender I d e n t i f ic a t io n ,  
about ijody image and i t s  con n ection  w ith  gender id e n t i f i c a 
t io n , about the sou rce and o r ig in  o f  th e  above m entioned  
th in g s , which may even g e t  in to  I s s u e s  o f  death  and r e b ir th ,  

-and th e  boundaries or la c k  o f  p er im eters o f  one*s s p i r i t .
I  th in k  i t  would be i n e f f i c i e n t ,  to  say  th e  l e a s t ,  to  w ait 
fo r  th e  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  above m entioned fa c to r s  to  every
body 's  s a t i s f a c t i o n  b e fo re  p eop le  tak e a stan d  on tr a n sse x 
u a lism .
I count among one o f  my c lo s e  fr ie n d s  a p o s to p e r a t iv e , inale- 
to -fe m a le  tr a n sse x u a l who i s  an a c t iv e  f e m in is t  and in  no 
way r e in fo r c e s  s e x -r o le  s t e r e o ty p e s .  This i s s u e  became o f  
primary Im portance to  me a f t e r  I became fr ie n d s  w ith  her, b e 
cause I  had no tro u b le  in  r e la t in g  to  her woman-to-woman b e
fo r e  sh e  to ld  me she was a tr a n ss e x u a l. Because I  had cnme 
to  ca re  about her very d eep ly , and because I  too  am a sex u a l  
m in o r ity , I  f e l t  a l o t  o f  pain in  hearin g  o f  her s tr u g g le s  
and o p p ressio n  w ith in  the dominant s o c ie t y  and w ith in  the  
women's community. I a ls o  know a few o th er  tr a n sse x u a ls  who 
co n s id er  th em selves to  be le s b la n /f e m in ls t s  and who a c t  in  a 
manner c o n s is t e n t  w ith  t h i s .
I  am m ention ing th e se  p eop le  in  order to  bring in  exam ples o f  
tr a n sse x u a ls  who co u n tera ct the media im age. In a way i t  f e e l s  
em b a rra ssin g .to  do t h i s ,  much the same as a s tr a ig h t  person  
sa y in g  to  a n o th er , "l have a fr ie n d  who's a L<?sblan and s h e 's  
not a t  a l l  l ik e  th a t ,"  But a f t e r  a l l ,  I th in k  i t  i s  through  
m eaningfu l c o n ta c t w ith  r e a l  p eop le  and r e a l  s i t u a t io n s  th a t  
p eop le tak e  th in g s  s e r io u s ly  and a re  w i l l in g  to put energy  
in to  expanding t h e ir  aw areness and id ea s  . I  have p e r so n a lly  
and p o l i t i c a l l y  a lig n e d  m y se lf w ith  supporting  tr a n sse x u a ls  
w ith in  th e  women's movement and community. I i^culd be happy 
to  t a lk  w ith  anyone about t h i s .

\
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R ecen tly  a l e a f l e t  has 

been c ir c u la te d  concern ing  
O liv ia ’s r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  
Sandy S tone, who s in c e  sp r in g  
o f  1976 has worked w ith  O li
v ia  as a record in g  e n g in e e r . 
Sandy i s  a tr a n sse x u a l, and 
O liv ia  i s  b ein g  c r i t i c i z e d  
fo r  not making th a t f a c t  
w id ely  known on b eg in n in g  to  
work w ith  Sandy. I t  i s  f u r 
th er  b ein g  s a id  th a t  we are  
r ip p in g  o f f  women by c a l l in g  
o u rse lv e s  a women’s r eco rd 
ing company w h ile  working  
w ith  a tra n ssex u a l e n g in e e r . 
In th e  fo llo w in g  paragraphs 
we would l ik e  to  e x p la in , fo r  
th o se  who may not know, what 
a tr a n sse x u a l i s ;  to  recou n t • 
our p rocess in  h ir in g  Sandy 
Stone; to  c la r i f y  our p o l l  
t i c s  around working w ith  San
dy; and to  answer s p e c i f i c  
c r i t ic is m s  th a t have been  
brought forw ard . :

A tr a n sse x u a l i s  a persbn  
who, from an e a r ly  age (p e r — 
haps from b ir t h ) ,  i d e n t i f i e s  
as th e  o p p o s ite  gender from 
her or h is  g e n e t ic  s e x .  In  
the ca se  o f  Sandy S to n e , t h is  
means a person who grew up 
outw ardly as a m ale, but who 
inw ard ly  exp erien ced  b e in g  
e s s e n t i a l l y  fem a le . In many

ca ses  t h is  In c lu d es a fe m i
n i s t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  w hich , 
because o f  imposed s t e r e o 
ty p e s , as w e ll  as th e  i n t o l 
e ra b le  p o s it io n  o f  b e in g  f e 
male In s id e  a male body, r e 
s u l t s  in  an ex trem ely  p a in 
f u l  l i f e  s i t u a t io n .  For many 
women, e v o lv in g  a c o n s c io u s 
n ess o f  c la s s  and se x  o p p ress
io n  In v o lv e s  u n c e r ta in ty ,  
an ger, and th e  tu rm o il which  
accom panies any major l i f e  
p r o c e s s . For tr a n s s e x u a ls ,  
who a r e  s im u lta n eo u s ly  e v o l 
v ing throiogh co n fro n tin g  
t h e ir  tru e  se x u a l id e n t i t y ,  
th e se  p r o c e sse s  a re  doubly  
d i f f i c u l t .

M edical techhoTogy has “r e 
c e n t ly  p rov id ed , fo r  th o se  
w ith  th e  means to  a f fo r d  i t  
and th e  g u ts  to  w ith sta n d  i t ,  
a way to  s u r g ic a l ly  t r a n s 
form th e  g e n i t a l s  from th o se  
o f  b ir th  to  th o se  o f  th e  op
p o s it e  gen d er . Persons l i k e  
Sandy, who have undergone sex  < 
reassign m en t su rg ery , are  
t e c h n ic a l ly  known as m a le -to -  
fem ale p o s to p e r a t iv e  t r a n s 
se x u a ls  and l i v e  l i v e s  no 
d if f e r e n t  from o th er  women. 
However, a lth o u g h  a g r e a t  
d ea l o f  a t t e n t io n  i s  u s u a lly  
focu sed  on th e  su rg ery  i t s  • i f .

I
i t  i s  not g e n e r a lly  u n d e r - '  
stood  th a t  th e  p ro cess  o f  sex  
reassignm ent i s  a lo n g , g r u e l
l in g  and p a in fu l on e, r e q u ir 
in g  years o f  hard work p r io r  
to  su rg ery , and th a t  t h is  to  
to o -w e ll  p u b lic iz e d  s te p  i s  
m erely the co n firm a tio n  o f a 
p rocess th a t  has a lrea d y  gone 
to  near com pletion  by th a t  
tim e. The im p ression  fo s te r e d  
by the m edia, th a t  s e x  r e 
assignm ent i s  e f f e c t e d  by a 
s in g le  o p e r a tio n , s im p l i f ie s  
and d i s t o r t s  an ex trem ely  
complex and s u b t le  p ro cess  
to  which th e  p r e o p era tiv e  
tra n ssex u a l must ad d ress most 
o f  her l i f e  fo r  y ea rs  p r io r  
to  g e n i t a l  rea ssig n m en t.

Sandy Stone was r e fe r r e d  to  
us as an e x c e l le n t  woman en
g in e e r , perhaps even th e  God
d e s s - s e n t  en g in eer in g  w izard  
we had so  long  so u g h t. In our 
second m eetin g , when Sandy 
to ld  us about her tr a n s s e x 
u a l i t y ,  we had to  r e a s s e s s  
our commitment to  h e r , and 
hers to  u s . We d id  t h i s ,  as 
we do ev ery th in g  a t  O liv ia ,  
c o l l e c t i v e l y  and from the  
p o in t o f  view  o f  our p o l i t i c s .  
In our f i r s t  r e a c t io n  to  th e  
s i t u a t io n ,  we had th e se  r e s 
e r v a tio n s:  Should we v a l id a te  
a p rocess (se x  reassign m en t)  
th a t , seem in g ly , o n ly  the  
p r iv i le g e d  have a c c e s s  to?

. Should we h ir e  someone who

had male p r iv i le g e ?  Could we 
a ccep t and tr u s t  Sandy as a 
woman?

We reasoned th a t w h ile  i t  
req u ires  some m a te r ia l means 
to  undergo th e  sex  r e a s s ig n 
ment p r o c e ss , a person does 
not g a in  p r iv i le g e  by doing  
i t —q u iie  th e  contrary  (a few 
w e ll-p u b lic iz e d  tr a n sse x u a ls  
a s id e . )  Because Sandy d e c i 
ded to  g iv e  up com p lete ly  and 
perm anently her male id e n t i t y  
and l i v e  as a woman and a 
le s b ia n , sh e i s  now fa ced  
w ith  th e  same k inds o f  op
p r e ss io n  th a t o th er  women and 
le sb ia n s  f a c e .  She must a ls o  
cope wl\:h th e  o stra c ism  th a t  
a l l  o f  s o c ie t y  im poses on a 
tr a n ss e x u a l.

In ev a lu a tin g  whom we w i l l  
t r u s t  as a c lo s e  a l l y ,  we 
take a p erso n 's  h is to r y  in to  
c o n s id e r a t io n , but our focu s  
as p o l i t i c a l  le s b ia n s  i s  on 
what her a c t io n s  are  now. I f  
sh e i s  a person who comes 
from p r iv i l e g e ,  has she r e 
nounced th a t  which i s  op
p r e s s iv e  in  her p r iv i le g e ,  
and i s  she sh arin g  w ith  o th er  
women th a t which i s  u se fu l?
Is  she aware o f  her own op
p ression ?  I s  she open to  
s tr u g g le  around c la s s ,  ra ce , 
and ot.ivsr a sp e c ts  o f  le sb ia n  
fe m in is t  p o l i t i c s ?  These were 
our y a rd s’Ticks in  d ec id in g  
whether tc work w ith  a woman->



who grew lip w ith  riiale p r lv l -  “ 
l e g e .  We f e l t  th a t  Sandy met 
th o se  same c r i t e r ia  th a t  we 
ap p ly  to  any woman w ith  whom 
we p lan  to  work c lo s e ly .

Because o f  our p o l i t i c s ,  
and d e s p ite  our i n i t i a l  f e e l 
in g s  o f  s tra n g en ess  aroimd 
th e  s i t u a t io n  ( f e e l in g s  w hich, 
a la s ,  i t  seems many women 
must go through when con
fro n ted  w ith  a tr a n sse x u a l . 
woman), we were a b le  to  b e 
g in  working w ith  Sandy. Our 
d a l ly  p o l i t i c a l  and p erson a l 
in te r a c t io n s  w ith  her have 
confirm ed fo r  each o f  us th a t  
sh e i s  a woman we can r e la t e  
to  w ith  com fort and w ith  
t r u s t .

As to  why We d id  not'Im me-'“"' 
d ia t e ly  b rin g  t h is  Issu e  to  
th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  the n a tio n a l  
women’s community, we have to  
say  th a t to  u s , Sandy Stone  
i s  a p erson , not an i s s u e .
Our Judgement was th a t her  
tra n ssex u a lism  was a f a c t  
th a t  m ight be a concern to  
any woman who would work 
c lo s e ly  w ith  her (such as the  
women O liv ia  would re c o r d ,)
We f e l t  f in e  about t e l l i n g  
th o se  women, because th ere  
was a c o n te x t  fo r ' i t ,  and 
because we have a s tr u g g le  
r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  them. Be
yond t h a t ,  we saw no way to  
communicate th e  s i t u a t io n  to  
th e  g r e a te r  women’s community'

\
f

w ith ou t Sandy being o b j e c t i 
f i e d .  And i f  Sandy were to  
become the focu s o f  co n tro 
v e r sy , we a l l  f e l t  we needed  
a p eriod  o f tim e In which to  
develop  a fou n d ation  o f mu
tu a l t r u s t  and support and a 
s o l id  working r e la t io n s h ip ,  
to  h e lp  us w ith stan d  th a t  
tu rm o il. We s e e  tr a n ss e x u a l
ism as a s t a t e  o f  t r a n s i t io n ,  
and we f e e l  th a t  to  con tin u e  
to  d e f in e  a person p r im a r ily  
by th a t  co n d itio n  i s  to  s t i g 
m atize  her a t  the .expense o f  
her growth p rocess  as a wo
man. One’ u n fortu n ate  co n se
quence o f  t h is  d e c is io n  has 
been th a t we d id  not demys
t i f y  to  the community a t  
la r g e  how Sandy was a b le  to  
a cq u ire  her s k i l l s ,  and we 
r e g r e t  t h i s .

Our hopes fo r  sh arin g  
s k i l l s  and p rov id in g  women 
a c c e ss  to  work are much c l o s 
er to  f u lf i l lm e n t  because o f ,  
not in  s p i t e  o f ,  Sandy S to n e . 
The women in  our te c h n ic a l  
department a re  t h r i l l e d  th a t  
Sandy has Joined them. She 
has co n tr ib u ted  to  our group 
not on ly  her many te c h n ic a l  
s k i l l s ,  but a l s o  a v is io n  o f  
ways to  sh are them th a t goes  
beyond what we were a b le  to  
im agine. F or exam ple, b e s id e s  
tr a in in g  women in  sound en
g in e e r in g , she w i l l  a c t u a l ly  
be b u ild in g  our record in g

(

i
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u

s tu d io  and w i l l  be a p p r e n ti
c in g  o th er  women in  the te c h 
n iques o f  d e s ig n in g  and 
b u ild in g  e le c t r o n ic  eq u ip -  ̂
m ent. She i s  a l s o  in  th e  pro
c e s s  o f  w r it in g  a book fo r  
women which w i l l  be a s te p -b y  
- s t e p  ex p la n a tio n  o f  th e  r e 
cord in g  p r o c e s s .

Alm ost a y ea r  has p assed  
s in c e  we s ta r te d  working w ith  
Sandy, during which she has 
been our c o lle a g u e  in  hard  
work, s t r u g g le ,  w onderful 
accom plishm ents and even f i 
ner p la n s . A ll  o f  us a re  
lo o k in g  forward to  the day 
when work can b eg in  on our 
s tu d io  and Sandy can s t a r t  
t r a in in g  o th er  women. As we 
do o f  each o th e r , we a sk  ev 
ery th in g  o f  Sandy, and sh e  
g iv e s  i t .  She has chosen  to  
make her l i f e  w ith  u s , and 
we ex p ect to  grow old  to g e th 
er working and sh a r in g .

•(rep r in ted  from Out and About, 
May, 1977)
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LAURIE • CWARLOTTE < CATHERINE

We a r e  a ^ o r e  o f  t h r e e  womyn who a r e  near  t o  r e a l i z i n g  our  
dream o f  a l e s b i a n  p r e s s  i n  Santa  C ruz.  We have  b een  work
i n g  ( s e p a r a t e l y ,a n d ' t o g e t h e r )  on equipm ent and l e a r n i n g  
s k i l l s  f o r  th e  p a s t  two y e a r s .  A l o t  o f  our  en erg y  has gone  
i n t o  s c r o u n g in g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r ,  and l i t e r a l l y  r e b u i l d i n g  th e  
s h o p  h e r s e l f .  We need , and we f e e l  t h a t  th e  community needs  
us t o  be p r i n t i n g  NOW. To do t h a t  we must have  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

equipment (where we can f i n d  i t )  
womyn who do c a r p e n t r y ,  e l e c t r i 
c a l  work o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e t c . ,  
who w i l l  s h a r e  s k i l l s  and e n e r g y .

^  money ^
^  f e e d b a c k  ’ • ^
^  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s

F o r  inforrriation or in p u t c a l l  426 -6791 .

■m LESGtMffCMMWr 
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! m u m  iiw M  I
T w o /th r e e  w h i t e  men ( m l d - 2 0 ' s  t o  3 0 ' s ) 
have been  r a p in g  womyn a f t e r  e i t h e r  p u l l 
in g  them i n t o  t h e i r  c a r  o r  p i c k i n g  them 
up h i t c h - h i k i n g .  They o p e r a t e  i n  Santa  
Cruz, H a l f  Moon Bay, and D a ly  C i t y  and 
d r i v e  a l i g h t ,  p o s s i b l y  w h i t e ,  m id -6 0 * s  
Dodge P o l a r a - s t y l e  c a r  w i t h  a b l u e  i n 
t e r i o r .  Names th e y  have  u s e d  s o  f a r  i n 
c l u d e  Tom, Frank, and J e r r y .  We d o n ’t  
want t h i s  t o  s t o p  us from l i v i n g  our  
d a i l y  l i v e s ,  b u t  be e s p e c i a l l y  a l e r t

political action group 27
I

The p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  group o f  
th e  L esb ian  Um brella Organiza
t io n  has d iv id ed  in to  task  
fo rces»  One group i s  hoping  
to  work w ith  o th er  le s b ia n  
groups in  C a l i f ,  to  have 
le s b ia n s  chosen  to  go to  the  
Houston I n te r n a t io n a l Wo
men's Year C onference. They 
want to  p r e se n t  sta tem en ts  
to  the co n feren ce  on le s b ia n  
i s s u e s  such as d ecr im in a l
i z a t io n  on a n a t io n a l l e v e l  
o f sex u a l a c ts  between con
se n tin g  a d u lt s ,  le s b ia n  cus
tody r ig h t s ,  r ig h t s  o f  minors 
to  q u a l i f ie d  c o u n se lin g — 
p a r t ic u la r ly  gay minors to  
gay c o u n se lin g , e t c .  I f  you 
are in te r e s t e d  in  t h i s  group 
co n ta c t Lauren a t  426-9515•

l ik e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a support 
s e r v ic e  fo r  le sb ia n s  who are 
being h a ss le d  on t h e ir  jo b s . 
Women in te r e s te d  in  t h is  
group can c a l l  Mary or Shar
on a t  423- 9192.

Another group i s  working on 
having lo c a l  c i t y  co u n c ils  
and sc h o o l boards in c lu d e  gay 
n o n -d escr im in a tio n  sta tem en ts  
in  t h e ir  a f f ir m a tiv e  a c t io n  ^  
p o l i c i e s .  A lso , they would

f e s  AWARE OF lI Oral
I Cars p u l l i n g  up n e x t  to  
you or a n o t h e r  woman

^  Your im m ediate  su rro u n d -

A th ir d  group hopes to  produce 
a s l id e  show on le s b ia n  h er-  
s to r y  and what le s b ia n s  are  
doirg  now. For more inform a
t io n  on t h is  group, come to  
the n ext g e n e r a l m eeting of 
the p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  group.
G eneral m eetings o f  the po
l i t i c a l  a c t io n  group are h eld  
on a m onthly b a s is ,  @ 7 »30 on 
the Tues p receed in g  th e  L es
b ian  Um brella m eetin g . The 
next g en era l mtg w i l l  be 
June 7 th , @ 7 » 3 0 -c a ll  423— 
9192 fo r  p la c e .  I f  you are  
in te r e s te d  in  th e se  p r o je c ts  
or in  s ta r t in g  work on o th e r s ,  
jo in  us a t  t h is  m eeting cr  
c a l l  u s .

In gs  and r e s o u r c e s  ( l i k e  your  
s t r e n g t h s  v o i c e  o th e r  p e o p le  
and h o u se s  around you)

%  Other who may need h e lp  
FOR HELP OR INFO CALL 4 26-RAPE

J



28 LEGISLATION AFFECTING LESBIAPB

R ight now th ere  are s e v e r a l  h i l l s  in  Congress and the  
S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  w hich, i f  p a ssed , would e x te n t  to  gays the  
r ig h ts  most o th er  p eop le  in  t h i s  country take fo r  granted«

A, HR 2998 — th e Koch A ffir m a tiv e  A ction  B i l l — to  gu
aran tee  n o n -d iscr im in a tio n  in  employment, h ou sin g , and 
p u b lic  accomodation«

B. The F a ir  Employment P r a c t ic e s  B i l l  sponsored  by 
C a l i f ,  S en . A lan Cranston—aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  en fo r c in g  
eq u a l employment o p p o r tu n it ie s  and job  s e c u r i t y ,  to  a ssu re  
the f u l l  r ig h ts  and eq u a l p r o te c t io n  under law to  a l l  c i t 
iz e n s  r e g a r d le s s  o f  se x u a l and a f f e c t io n a l  p r e fe r e n c e s .

C, A S ta te  Assembly b i l l  was j u s t  approved by th e  Labor, 
Employment and Consumer A f fa ir s  Committee which would ou t
law employment d isc r im in a tio n  based on the " e x is te n c e  or 
m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  a s e x u a lity  or o f  a  se x u a l p r e fe r e n c e ,"

I know i t  i s  o f te n  hard to  s i t  down and w r ite  our s t a t e  
or n a t io n a l r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s , but w ith  A n ita  Bryant and her  
fr ie n d s  organ iz in g  a g a in s t  u s ,  i t  i s  im portant fo r  us to  
orgainize and l e t  them know how we f e e l .  S e n a to r s , R epresen
t a t i v e s ,  e t a  do pay a t t e n t io n  to  b r i e f ,  p erso n a l n o tes  
s t a t in g  i\ow th ey  sh ou ld  or sh ou ld  n o t v o te  fo r  a p a r t ic u 
la r  b i l l .  P erson a l l e t t e r s  are b e s t — below  i s  an example o f  
what you might say i

"Homosexuals are th e  on ly  m in o r ity  s t i l l  d en ied  t h e ir  
r ig h ts  by law . Not o n ly  does t h is  v i o l a t e  our n a t io n a l  
commitment to  c i v i l  r ig h t s ,  our r e s p e c t  fo r  p r iv a c y , and 
th e  e x p l i c i t  wording o f  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  (th e  r ig h t  to  l i f e ,  
l ib e r t y  and th e  p u r su it  o f  h a p p in e ss ) i  i t  s i g n i f i c a n t ly  
r e s t r i c t s  the f u l l  and v a r ie d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  o f  t h i s  group  
to  the lab or  fo r c e ,

I support th e  r ig h t  o f  a l l  workers to  employment oppor
t u n it y  and* job  s e c u r ity  w ith ou t r e s p e c t  to  se x u a l o r ie n ta 
t io n .

I  encourage your support o f  th e  F a ir  Employment P rac
t i c e s  B i l l ( o r  HR299B or the assem bly b i l l )  and I urge you-f

I
1

to  support o th er  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  which would assu re  
f u l l  r ig h ts  and equal p r o te c t io n  under law to  a l l  c i t i 
zens, r e g a r d le s s  o f  se x u a l or a f f e c t io n a l  p re feren ce ft

Addressesi
Assemblyman Henry Me I lo  
C a lif .  S ta te  Assembly 
Sacram ento, Ca, 9581^
S ta te  S en ator  Robert Nimo 
C a lif  S ta te  S en ate  
Sacram ento, Ca. 9581^
Rep. Leon R anetta  
House O ffic e  B u ild in g  
Washir^on, DC 20515

S en ator  Alan C ranston  
Senate O ffice  B u ild in g  
W ashington, DC 205IO

S en ator  S.I.H ayakaw a  
Senate O ffice  B u ild in g  
W ashington D.C. 20510

Berna L e s b ia ^
l ib iS o c ie ty  ¡3 j

wasnxryon ,  ____________ | v - j j — ¡¡terma , éí
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30Dear F r i e n d s ,
We a r e  a group  o f  women from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  

a t  S anta  Cruz i n  a L esh la n  s e c t i o n  o f  a "Female P h y s io lo g y  & 
G ynecology"  c l a s s .  Our primary f u n c t i o n  i s  t o  c o l l e c t  a s  much 
in f o r m a t io n  on L esb ian  h e a l t h  c a r e  as  we c a n .  As we a l l  know, 
L esb ia n  h e a l t h  ca re  i s  an a r e a  t h a t  needs  a t t e n t i o n  and d e 
ve lopm ent — t h e r e  i s  s o  l i t t l e  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

We would a p p r e c i a t e  any i n f o :  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  pam phlets  
you h ave  w r i t t e n  o r  know o f ,  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  e t c , ,  you liave on 
L esb ia n  h e a l t h  c a r e .  Our u l t i m a t e  g o a l  i s  e i t h e r  t o  c o m p ile  
an annotat*ed b i b l i o g r a p h y  or  w r i t e  a pam phlet o u r s e l v e s  b a sed  
on th e  in f o r m a t io n  we r e c e i v e .  I f  you would l i k e  a d o n a t io n  
f o r  any m a t e r i a l  you s e n d ,  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  u s , Thank y ou  f o r  
your h e l p .  S i n c e r e l y ,

s /  Amy M. Guy
you can  w r i t e  u s :  c / o  Mare, S .C .  V/omen’s H e a l th  C o l l e c t i v e

250  L o c u s t  S t , ,  S an ta  Cruz, Ca. 950^0
*^*********V***-if-jf-*--»*^*****-*** *************** ***************** ♦
* and

T here  had been  an a c c i d e n t  
a woman moved through  

J t h e  crowd and s t a r t e d  t o
* k n e e l  by th e  v i c t i m ,  o n l y  to  
% be pushed  a s i d e  by a man who
* s a i d ,  " s te p  b ack — I ' v e  had a
* .cou rse  i n  F i r s t  A id ."
*  ■ -^*********.)( *****.){

The woman s t o o d  a moment * 
and watched t h e  man f u s s  a -  % 
round , then  tap p ed  him on * 
th e  s h o u l d e r  and s a i d ,  "When * 
y ou  g e t  t o  t h e  p a r t  a b o u t

h e r e . ’i *  *c a l l i n g  a d o c to r ^  I ’m 
( from  PG&E N e w s l e t t e r ,

I  am b u y in g  
/w an t  o t h e
to  s h a i  
m itti^eiit

.se and need  
t  l e s b i a n s  

home Wid com-

.p p ort ,  p r i v a c y ,  a e s t h e t .  
e n e r g y ,  m u s ic , ,  c l e a n -

t r u g g l e  
t o  m e.
At l e a s t  $75

(no s mokers . b l e a s e
a r e im p o rta n t

.0 0  -f| u t i l . / m o n t h
G a l l  C harlotibe*» 1426-6 791 J c3nyeKp«.tiiM__

Dea r  Ruby Rea d e r s , 31

We h ave  been  'th ink ing  about  p r i n t i n g  Ruby and we need
you r  Im put, I t  would mean t h a t  we c o u ld  do a l o t  o f  n i c e
t h i n g s  w i t h  c o l o r  and photography;  . b a s i c a l l y ,  look^a inore
t o g e t h e r  and p r i n t  more m a t e r i a l .  But i t  w o u l d ' a l s o  mean a -  
b ou t  t w i c e  a s  much money t o  g e t  her o u t .  We need  to  know i f  • 
you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  us (new subs,* d o n a t io n s ,  or  ^  
p a y in g  f o r  c o p i e s )  and put up" w i t h  f r a n t i c  p l e a s  f o r  h e lp  » 
when our funds  g i v e  o u t .  The q u e s t i o n a l r e  i s  m o s t ly  about  
t h i s  d e c i s i o n  but  w e ’d l i k e  to  kndW how you f e e l  about  the  
o t h e r  s t u f f  t o o .  (.piease. -fai in .cl'O duiK ci/nd

How im p o rta n t  (g o o d ,  n e c e s s a r y )  to  you I s / a r e i ^
format V , } »

C learer  type
Sm aller  type
Photographs  
B e in g 'a e s t h e t ic a l ly  p le a s in g  
>Having-- narrow columns
.̂ Having f u l l  page type
Poetxy or  a r t i c l e s  in  

se p a ra te  s e c t io n s
TA.

S yery th in g  mixed to g e th e r
CONTENT

News— lo c a l
n a t io n a l ■a. j.. . '** A
in te r n a t io n a l r-

p o l i t i c a l  a n a ly s is  b
poetry"
grap h ics
crossword or other p uzzIS  
Ruby page » : ^

' <

■/

r-r-CT

4 li^

How much a re  you w i l l in g  to  pay perLlSi|ue^ 1 , ,
‘ 0, .25 .50 ’ .75-  • u v /  ^
Are you -In tere sted  in . being our ad manager or do ing  any 
kind o f  fund r a is in g  fo r  us? yes no ^
I f  y e s ,  name * - phone what

jt . i i • .r ^



30Dear P’r ien d s^
We a r e  a g roup  o f  women from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  

a t  S an ta  Cruz in  a L esb ian  s e c t i o n  of  a ’’Female P h y s io lo g y  
Gynecology" c l a s s .  Our p r im ary  f u n c t i o n  i s  to  c o l l e c t  a s  ?iiuch 
in fo r rn a t io n  on Lesb ian  h e a l t h  c a r e  as vio can .  As we a l l  know, 
L esb ian  h e a l t h  ca re  i s  an a r e a  t h a t  needs a t t e n t i o n  and d e 
v e lop V' -j' __  ivi t::A, i u- — t h e r e  I s  so l i t t l e  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

We would a p p r e c i a t e  any i n f o :  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  pam phle ts  
you have w r i t t e n  o r  know o f ,  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  e t c . ,  you liave on 
L esb ian  h e a l t h  c a r e .  Our u l t i m a t e  g o a l  i s  e i t h e r  t o  com pile  
an anno-tated b i b l i o g r a p h y  o r  w r i t e  a pam phlet  o u i 's e lv e s  b ased  
on t h e  in f o r m a t io n  we r e c e i v e .  I f  you would l i k e  a d o n a t io n  
f o r  any m a t e r i a l  you sen d ,  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  u s .  Thank you f o r  
yo u r  h e lp .  S i n c e r e l y ,

5 /  Amy M. Guy
you can w r i t e  u s ;  c / o  Mare, S .C .  V/omen’s H e a l th  C o l l e c t i v e  
............ 250 Locust  S t . ,  S a n ta  Cruz, C a . 95060

~  ' ....  * ' ipv̂ e woman s to o d  a moment %
and watched t h e  iiian f u s s  a-.. % 
round ,  th en  tap p ed  him on j  
th e  s h o u ld e r  and  s a i d ,  "V/hen 
you g e t  to  th e  p a r t  a b o u t  J 
c a l l i n g  a d o c to r^  I ’m h e r e . " . J
(from ?Q8cE N ew sle tte r^M av T f ) j

There  had oeen  an  a c c i d e n t  
i  and a w’oinan moved th ro u g h
* t h e  crowd and  s t a r t e d  to
* k n e e l  by th e  v ic t im ,  on ly  to
* be pushed a.side by a man who

s a i a i l os t e p  b ack — I ’ve had a
c o u r s e . i n  F i r s t  A ia . M

->-x*y xy ******ìì-*-x*****-M’* x-****ì<-**-̂ **-<-*-»6-
1I  am buying p-nfiouse ana need 

/w an t  emixci'sf l e s b i a n s
to  shar.£?''ln my home h<id com"

4- \r'U ■+- f-}.

p r  t , p r  1 va c y , a e s t  h e t, i ^ - , |
iiLiuyn energy ,  
l i n t

to  'me

r i  el's l  ì!ps ino spicute^s , p. l e a s  e l  
p t ru g g le i  a r e  iiri];/:x'tant I

I
! tn i- l e a s t álVC. H> I U nr-.b -n n 1-

I
/ monrn ;

I C a l l  C h a r io t  l:e^L.|hPr- - /cr |

d
(X

V

1A\
p.m -

c»iy0\w .taivL ...

Dear Ruby R ead ers ,

We have been 'th inking about p r i n t i n g  Ruby and we 
your im p u t . I t  would mean t h a t  we c o u ld  do a l o t  o f  
th in g s  w i th  c o l o r  and p h o t o g r a p h y ; . b a s i c a l l y  lo o k  a 
t o g e t h e r  and p r i n t  more m a t e r i a l .  But i t  would a l s o  
bout t w i c e  as  much money t o  g e t  her  o u t .  We need to  
you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  su p p o r t  us (new subs,-  d o n a t i o n s ,  
p a y in g  f o r  c o p i e s )  and put up w i t h  f r a n t i c  p le a s  f o r  h e l p  
when our funds g i v e  o u t .  The q u e s t i o n a i r e  I s  m o s t ly  a b o u t  
t h i s  d e c i s i o n  b u t  w e ’d l i k e  to  know how you f e e l  ab o u t  th e  
o t h e r  s t u f f  t o o .  (.fiease. C*^ gerid.-~fp j

How Im portant (good ,  n e c e s s a r y )  t o  you I s / a r e :
'>"1 tes»
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need
n i c e
l o t  more 
mean a -  
know i f • 
o r

format
C l e a r e r  t y p e 
S m a l le r  ty p e
P hotographs  
B e in g  a e s
Having narrow columns
Having
P o e tr y

f u l l  page ty p e
or

s e p a r a t e
a r t i c l e s
s e c t i o n s

i n

E v e r y th in g  m ixed  t o g e t h e r
CONTENT

News— l o c a l
n a t i o n a l
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s
p o e t r y
g r a p h ic s
c r o ssw o r d  or o th e r  p u z z le
Ruby page

no-t i>oV«'V iurWtocUkA€»»U

How much a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  pay per: . . lssue
0 .25 -50 .75 1.00  , •

Are you I n t e r e s t e d  In b e in g  our ad manager o r  d o in g  any  
kind o f  fund r a i s i n g  f o r  us? y e s  no
I f  y e s ,  name phone what



Kuby/  /5 J f y o n  don't
'h a v e ît .  W e n e e d  t h e  
th'mh: o f  y o u r  Ruby a?  being  a a  jTn- 
psi-tant a s  â. po la ir& eari B esid es^  

of ar)^ SUdSCfUPTIOH/ i^ONBr 
t^ cèiveci b e fo re  J u n e  7  Will g o t o  
the Dade County C o a litio n  t o  h e lp  

/^T7ita & xan t's  antzga/canpaijn.

‘ Wcrkeirs 071 th<3 i s s u e  z Q ^ thtrinC j 
Charlotte^ Cleary, C/yti^^pawri^ateh  

. Çufay îneetîn^ j  arc  Friday«  ̂c a //  */a ~̂
Z)K/tF fo r  't'l’me  ̂pl'^ce.^ W e  o p n  
t o  Tiew ,sK 'ii(s,eheyy^etc. to

Carlin for co'^r dj .sK̂ rtoH

i^ f i s r
,  3 U B f '(36ucn£>

jaSGIiï ;
........................... iiP ... ..........

W U T c :B d |tW ,i5 2 r tt ir t ,C ^ . 9?ol€>


