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 ̂ PloffWi planning for the E i^ th  Annual Conference of the Mattachbe Soc­

iety is gping forward now and will appear in the earlier September issue of 
the REVIEW. The event will be held Sept. 1-4 at San Francisco, ^ i a l  ser­
vices, empl|6yment and rehabilitation of offenders will be the principle theme. 
Speakers will come &om a number of organizations and public agencies con­
cerned with this work, particularly as it  relates to homosexuals, veterans 
discharged under certain conditions, etc. A serious examination of the pros­
pects for job security for these people will be made on an afternoon panel 
propam.

Here is the tentative PROGRAM SCHEpULE:

FRIDAY, Sept. 1, 9am-5pm: Open House in the Society’s offices, 693 Mis­
sion Street. 7-llpm : Reception with Refreshments for members and guests. 

SATURDAY, Sept. 2, 9-llam ; Registration, Ballroom, Whitcomb Hotel, 1231 
Market Street; see fee schedule below.
lf-ll:4S am : Address of Welcome and Report of the President,D.L.Daniel. 
12—1:30pm: Luncheon and Featured Addrejss by James Goodrich, Execu­
tive Director, California Society of Employment and Rehabilitation, Modesto. 
2-4:30pm: Four-Part Panel Program and Discussion Period.
6:30-7:30pm: Cocktail Hour.
8-lOpm: Annual Awards Banquet; Featured Address.

SUNDAY, Sept. 3 ,10am-12noonand 2-3:30pf>, California Room, Hotel Whit­
comb, Reports Session by Officers and Directors of Mattachine Society; 
Commentary by spokesmen of One  ̂ Inc., and Daughters of Bilitis, Inc. 
(Luncheon, 12-1:30pm optional.) ['
3:30-4:30pm: Annual Meeting of Board of Directors; Election of Officers; 
Adjournment.

MONDAY, Sept. 4. Special Ekents Day—Pro^am to be announced. (Optional)

Conference fees this year are reduced from Iprevious annual sessions, with 
a view to making it possible for more members an.  ̂ &iends to attend. They are:

Saturday Sessions—Entire Day 12.00
Morning and Afternoon Sessions ^ l y  3.00 
Luncheon Only 4.50
Awards Banquet Only I 630

These fees do not include cocktail hour on Saturday. It should also be not­
ed Oiat luncheon on Sunday and any necessa^ nominal fees for the special 
events day (Monday) will be extra. !

Advance registration is urged at the e a rli^ t possible time so that ade­
quate arrangements can be made. Fees should be mailed to the Executive 
Secretary, Donald S. Lucas
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P»oi»«i planniag for the Eighth Annual Conference of flie Mattachine Soc- , 
Ihty in going forward now and will appear in the earlier September iasue of 
the REVIEW. The event will be held Sept. 1-4 at San Francisco. Social ser­
vices, employment and rdiabilitation of offenders will be the principle theme. 
Speakers will come from a number of organizatioos and public agencres con­
cerned with tiiia work, particularly as it relates to homosexuals, veterans 
discharged under certain conditions, etc. A serious examination of the pros­
pects for job security for these people will be made on an afternoon panel 
program.

Here is the tentative PROGRAM SCHEDULE:
FRIDAY, Sept. 1, 9am-5pm: Open House in the Society’s offices, 693 Mis­

sion Street. 7-llpm : Reception with Refreshments for members and guests. 
SATURDAY, Sept. 2, 9-lIam : Registration, Ballroom, Whitcomb Hotel, 1231 

Market Street; see fee schedule below.
i i ^ l l  :45am; Address of Welcome and Report ci the President, DX.Daniel. 
12-1:30pm: Luncheon and Featured Address by James Goodrich, Execu­
tive Director, California Society of Employment and Rehabilitation, Modesfo. 
2-4:30pm: Four-Part Panel Program and Discussion Period.
6:30-7:30pm; Cocktail Hour.
8—10pm: Annual Awards Banquet; Featured Address.

SUNDAY, Sept. 3 ,10am-12noonand 2 -3 ‘JQpm, California Room, Hotel Whit­
comb, Reports Session by Officers and Directors of Mattachine Society; 
Commentary by spokesmen of Onev Inc., and D au^ters of Bilitis, Inc. 
(Luncheon, 12-l:30poi optional.)
3:30-4:30pm: Annual Meeting of Board of Directors; Election of Officers; 
Adjournment.

MONDAY, Sept. 4. Special Events Day—Program to be announced. (Optional)

Conference fees this year are reduced from previous annual sessions, with 
a view to making it possible for more members au.  ̂ friends to attend. They are:

Saturday Sessions—Entire Day 12.00
Morning and Afternoon Sessions Only 3.00 
Luncheon Only 4.50
Awards Banquet Only 6.50

These fees do not include cocktail hour on Saturday. It should also be not­
ed that luncheon on Sunday and any necessary nominal fees for the special 
events day (Monday) will be extra.

Advance registration is urged at the earliest possible time so that ade­
quate arrangements can be made. Fees should be mailed to the Executive 
Secretary, Donald S. Lucas
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FOR WANT OF A CHANCE . .

One of the most pressing domestic problems today is employment. And 
among those experiencing the most pressing squeeze in the vice are sex 
offenders, veterans with less than honorable discharges, and others just re­
leased &om correctional bstitutions.

Mattachine Society’s forthcoming Eighth Annual Conference at San Fran­
cisco on Sept. 2 (Saturday) will bring this problem into a sharper focus, with 
commentary and suggestions &om a number of experts. And, it is hoped, with 
reports of significant accomplishments &om some agencies responsible for 
helping these people who are handicapped jobwise.

But a lot needs to be done in examining and defining the problem, with a 
view to pinpointing exactly those pressures, policies, attitudes and resist­
ances which make it so difficult for the unemployed sex variant or offender 
to be accepted on a job, and to hold it once it may be revealed that the in­
dividual has a “ police record”  background.

So many questionnaires and investigations reveal information which is so 
often gathered and presented so as to make the person unacceptable on all 
but the most menial tasks. A prevailing attitude among so many employers 
is that anyone who has had a scrape with the law in civilian life or who has 
been discovered to, have homosexual tendencies while' in the armed forces 
is a fiend, a second class citizen, and/or certainly no one to be employed.

Can we afford this attitude which results in such a waste of manpower? 
Can we cast aside this body of creative talent, technical skills and admin­
istrative capacities on the basis of these old notions? And can we continue 
to be guilty of giving only the most meager lip service to the humanitarian 
concept of rehabilitation for these people?

Telling an offender, or these veterans who are stigmatized witt any of a 
number of “ bad”  discharges to “ gp get a job and straighten yourself out” 
is one thing, and so easy for various authorities to pronounce. But his get­
ting a bare subsistence kind of job is quite another. Too often the des­
pair, discouragement, rejection and the poverty itself combine to thrust these 
many deserving people right back into the web of law, courts, correction 
and so on all over agpin.

We say these people deserve a chance—but how can they get it? That’s 
what Mattachine hopes to explore at its annual meeting this year. Be there 
and offer your ideas, won’t you?

ma^tcu dù u

Congressman John E. Moss of California (3rd. Dist., Sacramento VaUey) 
says go slow on current anti-pornography bills now up for consideration as 

, they would specifically apply to the District of Columbia, the area for which 
Congress acts virtually as a city board of supervisors.

As reported by Edward H. Dickson, Washington correspondent for McClatchy 
newspapers of California (the “ Bees”  of Sacramento, Modesto and Fresno), 
Mr. Moss is described as stating his House colleagues were erratic as left- 
handed shortstops when they approved legislation aimed at tightening the 
law against “ pornographic”  literature for the District.

Not that Moss favors the publication of such literary efforts—he distinctly
does not__but he claims the present law is sufficient and the proposed new
one is vague and ambiguous if not outright unconstitutional.

The proposed measure would prohibit, among other things, the pubUcation 
of any printed matter devoted mainly to “ scandals, lechery, intrigues be­
tween men and women, and immoral conduct of persons.”

The objective may be fine and dandy, the Congressman states, but the fine 
print in the bill for one thing does not speU out what “ scandal”  is. Would 
it, he asks, be a scandal if a newspaper printed an expose of the padding of 
expense accounts by federal employees or corruption in the police depart- 

ment?
As to “ intrigues between men and women,”  he inquires whether this would 

prohibit the publication of news about the Parent-Teacher Association, of 
the meetings of various women’s bridge clubs. He goes on to imply that it 
might be illegal to distribute the works of William Shakespeare because 
there was plenty of intrigue involving fellows like Hamlet and Macbeth.

“ Basic weakness of the legislation.”  Mr. Moss states, “ is that the law 
could be interpreted according to the whims of the arresting police offices 
and the prosecuting attorneys, some of whom are not distinguished as lit­

erary critics.”
Mr. Moss also views with alarm the broad seizure powers the bill pro­

vides for. He maintains that if a newspaper printed a Urge number of art­
icles on sex crimes its presses could be seized, as could the operabon of a 
magazUe which printed a condensation of the famous reports of Dr. Kinsey 
and hU staff on sex behavior. The congressman also cUims that an anto- 
mobUe owner deUverUg one of the more sensational New York tabloid new- 
papers to a friend could go to jail and his car could be confisrated under 
provisions of the biU, if the paper contained headlUes and 
dais, mtrigues, lechery,”  etc., as desaibed m the proposed 
could be pointed out that few tabloid newspapers have none of the material
whith the bill would define as illegal.
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Creative Homosexuality
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N SHELDON, Ph.D.

Nowadays the ptessute of life seems to be too much for many people. Not 
only do we have to worry about The Bomb and overpopulation and lung can­
cer and earning a living, but we also have to worry about our social posit­
ion, prestige, the race fcr status. Instead of seeking the good life on terms 
meaningful to ourselves we seek success, at whatever price we must pay., 
It is interesting to learn that many other animals have the same kind of pro­
blem. For instance, rats.

Psychologists had been studying rats for years, to find out bow they learn 
and what sort of drives they have. Unfortunately none of them bothered to 
ask the rats what they thought about all this. The psychologists knew very 
little about how rats actually lead their lives when they ate not being stud­
ied ^  psychologists.

Then came the Second World War and somebody in the government became 
painfully aware that rats, the free-living cousins of the lab rats, were des­
troying many millions of dollars worth of scarce food and supplies every 
year. Something had to be done but nobody knew just how. It was time to 
start studying rat behavior from the rat’s point of view, and a team of bio­
logists was assigned to see what they could find out about tats—how they 
could be controlled.

These biologists never did find a modern Pied Piper, but they did find 
that the social life of ttie rat is complex and difficult. One of the biologists. 
Dr. John Calhoun, has been studying rats ever since at the laboratories ctf 
the National Institute of Mental Health near Washington. The result is some 
of the most important work ever done on bow animals behave, in relation to 
each other, bow animal societies develop, and how the individual animal 
fits into his society.

Most of this work has not yet been published, but once in a while Dr. Cal­
houn lets out a little of what he has learned. His most recent* report tells 
about what happened when he kept dozens of rats in a large room with food 
and water and nest boxes.

mA(tacAiH€

Perhaps the most interesting result was that a definite social structure 
developed, with some rats associating with certain other tats and driving 
away rats that were not members of their own circle. Typically a particu­
larly aggressive male would select part of the room as his headquarters and 
gather arcmnd himself a harem of females. Any strange male that came near 
would be driven off. The males formed a social ladder, with some dominant 
over all others and the ones at the bottom of the ladder picked on by every­
body. The female and the young tats were left alone.

This worked all right f a  a while, but when the number of rats increased 
the strain of being picked on,became too much f a  the unfatunate males 
near the bottom of the ladder. Then, right thae  in the government lab aa ta - 
ies just a few miles from Congress and J . Edgar Hoover and the Unamerican 
Activities Committee, the unthinkable happened.

In Calhoun’s own w ads, “ at this density many males became homosexual, 
were mostly charactaized by a low velocity (Calhoun’s word f a  social po­
sition), buti*ere infrequently attacked by their dominant associates. Ex­
pression of homosettuality constitutes the development of another class out­
side the dominance hierarchy, in the same sense that juveniles and females 
fam such a class. Members of all such classes, by avoiding sanctions from 
dominant males, maintain a less reduced velocity than would otherwise be 
the case. To the extent that aeativity is a fam of escape from imposed 
velocity reduction, homosexuality represents a fam of aeativity.’’

In o tha w ads, to' avoid losing out' in the race f a  social position you can 
drop out of the race and become a homosexual. If you are a rat. Unfortunate­
ly Calhoun does not tell us what he means by homosexuality. Did these 
tats fam a little clique of their own, did they make themselves available 
to dominant males, a  what? We will have to wait f a  his next repat to find 
out, but in the meantime there is much food f a  speculation hae.

Above all, how does this apply to humans? Not at all, as far as I know, 
not directly anyway. The most obvious parallel is with the badache sys­
tem in some Indian tribes, in which some men chose to dress and live as 
women, do the women’s wak, and sometimes take husbands. Apparently 
they were accepted in this role, and usually wae treated with some dais- 
ion but without hostility.

It would be a mistake to try to read much into the results that Calhoun 
has repated so far, but at any rate we have taken anotha step towad un­
derstanding the whole ¡Aenomenon of sexuality and a reputable scientist 
has found that homosexuality can be creative. F a  ^this much let us be 
grateful.
•Calhona, John B. 1961. D etnm innnts o f lo c in l o t*nn l*« tion  exem plified in  •  * in ( le  
popalatioa o f dooesticnced n u .  T tM in c d o ii»  of the New York Academy of Scieocea 
I I .  23i 437-442.
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the Homosexual

& THE ARTfCULATE REACTION

by MARK L . SEWELL

Homosexuality, whatever this variously-defined term may denote to the 
particular individual, presents one of the major social problems of contemp­
orary American urban society. There has, from time to time, been consider­
able public and official attention focused upon this phenomenon; the ques­
tion arises, therefore, why there has been relatively little academic and 
scientific concern (particularly of a sociological nature) about the matter. 
It is the aim of the author to present a usefu l-^ lbeit exploratory—“ soc­
ial problems approach”  to the subject on the pages to follow.

It was stated that there seems to be a paucity of systematic sociological 
research concerning the social problem of homosexuality. This is not to say, 
by any means, that there is not a great deal of liu-ature about the subject-! 
scholarly and otherwise. However, most of the scientific work that has been 
conducted to this date is psychologically oriented and centers around such 
aspects of the problem as causation (generally, protagonists of one side or 
the other of the nature-nurture “ dichotomy” ), treatment and cure prognoses 
and methods, the nature of personal-social "adjustments”  and various psy­
chological and pathological implications; in short, the individualistic ap­
proach has prevailed. Medical research has begun to pick up momentum too 
but a goodly portion of this seems to be concerned with questions of gland! 
ular imbalances. ^

Certain members of the legal and criminological fields have come much 
closer to contributing data of the type that is pertinent to a social-problems

approach. However, the main portion of this seems to be concerned with de­
finitive aspects of the question. Particularly in England this kind of re­
search has been carried forth. The Wolfenden Report^ was a monumental 
step in this direction.

Kinsey^ has recently conducted the most far-reaching studies as to the 
nature and extent of social attitudes and practices about the whole gamut 
of human sexual behavior. Although the scientific validity of some of his 
work should be (and has been) questioned, he probably has been largely 
responsible for bringing the subject into the open more than has been done 
in recent history. He has thus enabled the problem of homosexuality to be 
more realistically appraised by the public and has opened new vistas for 
(sociological) research about both sides of the problem. Incidentally, both 
of these effects have had much to do with the increased ability of the "ar­
ticulate leaders”  (to be discussed below) of the homosexual "minority”  to 
operate.

The phrase “ this phenomenon”  that was used in the opening paragraph 
was not done so naively, but is indicative of a major assumption of this 
study. It would be utter folly to assume, as so many writers on the subject 
have done, that homosexuality is really a single, homogqnequs entity. Nei­
ther can it be realistically seen as “ a way of life” (“ homosexualism” )  ̂
as others have expressed it. In the same manner as any other generalized 
behavioral and attitudinal pattern—eg. neuroses, leadership, crime or love 
— , homosexuality is impossible to define empirically as a single entity be­
cause it is many entities. There are degrees of behavioral participation 
ranging from the reputed “ latent”  homosexual, to the one-time experimenter 
(the “ oncer” ), to the occasional participant, to the “ bi-sexual”  person, 
all the way to the exclusive homosexual who has never had a heterosexual 
experience. Homosexuality also exists on all levels of “ social visibili­
ty ,”  ̂ but partly because sexual behavior in most forms is relatively con­
cealed in American culture, most homosexuality is, likewise, of a cot«ri 
nature. Thus, it is doubly difficult to classify homosexuality empirically, 
either singly or in large categories.

The demographic 'aspects of homosexuals are equally as variable. De­
pending upon one’s initial definition, the ages, occupations, socio-econom-

1. In Sepcember, 1957, the English Parliament received a report of a sweeping survey 
of homosexualiry and rhe laws pertaining thereto. The investigating committee was 
appointed by that body and was headed by Sir John Wolfenden.
2. Alfred C. Kinsey, Sexual Bebavicr in the Hunan Hale, and Sexual Behavior in the 
Human Female.
3. See, for instance, Harold L. C all's discussion in the transcript of the radio docu­
mentary: The Homosexual in Our Society, p. 7.
4. See Edwim M. Lemert, Social Pathology, pp. 51-53*



ic levels, family backgrounds, geographical and spatial factors will be found 
to run the gamut of those of the larger society.’ Lindesmith and Strauss ob­
serve further, that although one can speak loosely of a “ sub-culture," there 
are, in reality, countless different, dissimilar and fluctuating “ submerged 
island-societies”  of hombsexuals (remembering, of course, that most homo­
sexuals probably are not members of such groups).^

It may be interesting to note at this point that estimates of the scope of 
the problem vary widely. In this, mote than anywhere else, the initial defi­
nition of homosexuality becomes crucial. Kinsey estimated that approxi­
mately thirty-seven percent of all American males, “ at some time in their 
lives, engage in homosexual activity climaxed by orgasm.”  ̂ Other esti­
mates are “ one in every ten”  (frequently heard popularly), and The Sixth 
Man, which is the title of a new book (1961) by Jess Steam. The criteria 
do vary, however.

Personal, symbolic meanings and adjustments also vary with individual 
homosexuals. “ Homosexuality as a clinical entity does not erist. Its forms 
are as varied as those of heterosexuality.” ^

To digress for a moment, it should be clear that a statement of position 
and a set of clear definitions is necessary for conceptualization of this pro­
blem. By initially stating that which is not part of the definition and pur­
pose of this approach, the aspects to be emphasized below should take on 
more meaning. Needless to say, no judgements or positions of “ right”  or 
“ wrong” should be assumed. It is therefore much simpler to omit any pro­
longed discussions of “ naturalness,” etiology, social and personal “ harm,” 
etc.

The fact that society (in the abstract) tends to look upon homosexuality 
as a single, definable phenomenon, and the further fact that this thinking 
has been codofied into systems of laws which seek to regulate sexual (there­
fore, homosexual) behavior, dictates that any social-problems approach can 
and must deal with homosexuality as i f  it were a single phenomenon. It is, 
in fine, this social reaction that must be dealt with as well; it is a “ two- 
way social problem.”

3. For a further discussion of the demographic aspects, see Lindesmith and Strauss, 
Social Pathology, particularly pp. 681-682.
6. Lindesmith and Strauss, op. c it., pp. 682-686-
7. Donald Porter Geddes, ed.. An Analysis 0/  the K insty Reports on the Human Male 
and Female, pp. 269-270
8. Evelyn Hooker, Ph.D., "Adjustment of the Male Ovett Homosexual," Mattacbine 
Review. Vol. IV, No. 1, (Jan., 1958), p. 10.

The " S o c ia l  P rob lem ”  of H om osexuality

A “ problem” exists whenever something is seen as a problem, and it may 
even be purely imaginative (e.g., witches, ghosts and werewolves): but it 
exists, nevertheless, for those who believe it does. In this respect the ra­

tionale behind this paper is clearly expressed by Lemert as the “ tendency 
to look upon problem-defining behavior as an integral part of the data to be 
studied as well as the ‘objective’ conditions which strike reformers as being 
‘problems’.” ’  The larger society, in this light, becomes as much a subject 
for scrutiny as the homosexual.

Witii the foregoing rationale in mind, let it be postulated that homosexual­
ity exists and, although in reality it is many Aings, it may, for Ae purpose 
of a social-problems analysis, be viewed as a single phenomenon or tmitary 
whole. A corollary postulate would necessarily be that homosexuality, under 
every known social condition, has never completely disappeared nor been 
effectively eliminated, and there is  no evidence to suggest that it ever wUl. 
Now from this frame of reference the obvious inference to be drawn must be; 
how can the problem be coped witl  ̂ so that the problematical aspects are 
most effectively reduced or eliminated? Once this position is granted, the 
burden of responsibility for solving the problem would seem to rest on the 
larger society.

It should now be clear that the assumption of the author is that there are 
really two sides to the same coin; on the one side, society in the abstract
and on the other, homosexuality in the abstract.

Before going into the side of the coin that refers to the homosexual, it 
would be relevant to summarize a few of the reasons that have been offered 
in explanation for society’s perceiving homosexuality as undesirable and as
a problem.

There are probably many interrelated factas in the genesis and present 
state of public knowledge, mis-knowledge and general attitudes about sex 
in the large (societal moral concepts and norms). In America, and most other 
“ Christian”  countries, that very religious background is probably respons­
ible for many of these prevailing ideal-values. Early Christian morality, in 
turn, assumed many of the prevailing and restrictive Judaic codes. These 
Hebraic mores were often particularly restrictive regarding all forms of sex­
ual behavior other than proaeatively-oriented acts. The common explan^ion 
that problems of underpopulation were the bases for many of these codes 
may contain an element of validity. However, as Dr. Bowman^® has put it,
9. E. W. Lemert, op. c it., p. 4.
10. For an interesting discussion on this subject, see the radio transcr 
f x u a l  ra bur Society, pp. 21, 26-28.
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“ the law was passed (because these acts were seen as) an abomination 
against nature and God, It was done with a tremendous emotional impact— 
the feeling of disgust and horror at the acts was (made) implicit.”  Further­
more, he points out that these “ abominable”  sexual acts were relatively 
few in number; consequently, the males had ample time and energy left for

perpetuating the society.
Another explanation attempting to account for some of the antipathy toward 

homosexuality is that there exists some unconscious unknown fear of it in 
all humans; this may or may not be socially learned (depending on the theo­
rist). This view, however, does not throw any light on the genesis of the 
antipathy unless one does posit innate attitudes, of which there is little 
evidence. Some societies, Denmark, France and Sweden for e x a m p le ,d o  
not condemn homosexuality legally (nor, supposedly, socially), which would 
seem to further reject this notion of an innate, unconscious fear. In fact, the 
“ Puritan Ethic”  is almost exclusively an Anglo-American phenomenon, at 
least in origin.

Notions which are occasionally encountered in homosexual literature to
I

the effect that these antipathies are the result of “ jealousy,” “ compensa­
tion” or “ repressed and latent desires” deserve only brief mention. Ra­
tionalizations of all types are abundant in the folklore of any “ minority 
group.”

Possibly the most plausible theory is one which is primarily sociological 
in nature. Role-behavior is an integral part of all human groups. Sex-roles 
are clearly defined and highly symbolized in most societies, because of the 
fundamental biological distinction between the sexes. Sex-identification is 
almost universally learned at an early age, and carried forth in successive 
stages in the life of an individual. It is an easy matter to see how the no­
tions of “ naturalness”  and “ unnaturalness” arise, therefore. “ Many socie­
ties recognize still further categories, which include men who act like wom­
en, and women who act like men. These in-betv, an persons are sometimes 
looked upon as biological abnormalities.” *̂

In those societies which do not take these "in-between persons” for 
granted, a higher degree of role-definition may be the rule. Therefore, when 
one transgresses these fundamental role-boundaries, deep feelings of anti­
pathy are aroused in other members of the group and sanctions are then ap­
plied to the deviant to insure conformity in the future. As the traditional 
social structure breaks down or undergoes drastic changes (e.g., from a

11. See Marvin Cutler, ed.. Homosexuals Today, section II, for a survey of foreign 
homosexual activities.
12. Lindesmith and Strauss, of. c il., p. 321-322* AI»o, <or a systematic discussion 
of "sex-role inversion”  see pp. 318-519« same volume.
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well-defined rural society to a loosely-organized urban pattern), the role-
definitions likewise lose many of their compulsive aspects, and deviants__
of certain types— are increasingly accepted (re. the rise of “ visibility”  of 
some types of homosexua^, particularly formal organizations which will be 
discussed below). However, the most sacred and ritualistic roles may en­
dure longer than others, and recurrent attempts to “ restore order,”  to “ bring 
back the good old days when men were men and women were women”  may re­
sult in more or less sporadic application of sanctions against certain dev­
iants (e.g., the cyclic police “ vice clean-ups ”  in many cities). This hypo­
thesis, if somewhat refined, is probably worthy of some thorough research 
and testing.

Quite apart from the “ cause,”  or genesis, of these beliefs, homosexuality 
is probably the object of mote “ putative” *̂  qualities than any other devi­
ation. Common imputations that homosexuals must be promiscuous, are child- 
molesters, seduce recruits into their ranks, ate all effeminate (“ I can spot 
a ‘queer’ a mile away” ), are inextricably linked with other forms of vice 
and crime and so on ad-infinitum ate clearly stereotyped notions. Various 
superstitions can also be found to center around homosexuals. As is the 
case in all stereotyping, it is an over-generalization, and may or may not be 
applicable to even a small portion of the object-group.

Frequently, as the result of these stereotyped imputations the antipathies 
become so intense and often mediate much of the formal treatment of the 
deviant. It is at this point that the “ spurious qualities of the societal re­
action” *  ̂ occur; when the punishment just seems way out of proportion to 
the “ aim e” — 1  ̂ all standards. It is to be remembered that the individual 
homosexual must exist in this milieu, and possibly for that reason alone he 
develops some of the other undesirable qualities (neuroses, etc.), or may 
even largely live up to his stereotype, as in the “ self-fulfilling prophecy.
It will be seen below that this is one of the main reasons that the homosex­
ual “ arüculate leaders”  seek to destroy these stereotypes through educa­
tion and counter-propaganda.

It may add perspective at this point to remember that there is not only one 
sexual code in American culture. Lindesmith and Strauss have tentatively 
identified three general sexual codes in this country: the “ traditíonal,’’ the 
“ romantíc”  and the “ predatory-recreational.” *’ A discussion of these 
would be somewhat superflous since the labels are fairly denotative, ut i 
is interesting to note that the traditional, and to a lesser extent the romanüc, 
codes do prevail and have prevailed in most areas of Western society since

13. Edwin M. Lenett, of. cit., pp. 55‘ 56*

14. Edwin M. Lemett, loç. cit,
15. Lindexmith tnd Sttiuts, of. eit., pp. 339' 342.



the greater impact of Christianity. Neither of these codes provide much room 
for “ deviant”  (ergo, homosexual) behavioral patterns. Tentatively, one 
might suggest a fourth code, one which appears to be gaining acceptance, 
that code might be called the “ rationalistic-scientific.”  That is, the grow­
ing body of scientific data on actual sexual behavior (as opposed to ideal 
behavior), increased knowledge about contraception and birth control, dis­
semination of this knowledge via mass communication media, the “ popula­
tion-explosion,” changing marital norms, and generally more liberal tenden­
cies may all be contributing to a changing social climate wherein the sexual 
“ variant”  might gain acceptance. The growing public controversy about sex­
ual values, and the very existence of such open and organized homosexual 
groups as the Mattachine Society, One Incorporated and others are evidences 
for this proposition.

At any rate, most societies have sought to regulate sexual behavior by 
some method beyond mere informal social control . (e.g., shunning and os­
tracism). Therefore, these sexual values and mores have been codified into 
systems of laws. As a homosexual spoke of these sanction-patterns and the 
quasi-criminal status of homosexuals: “ A man who feels an attraction to­
wards other men is a social misfit only; once he gives way to that attraction 
he becomes a criminal.” The fact is that many of these laws have run the 
same historical route as their attendant attitudes, and in many cases are as 
much in need of periodic re-examination (and possibly more so, for through 
cultural lag the laws may be out of line with prevailing social attitudes, not 
to mention “ reality” as it is currently perceived).

The In te rac tio n  B etw een  S ociety  and the H om osexual

The effects of thé application of these codified social sanctions consti- 
- tute a whole area much in need of sociological (and psychological, medical 

and legal) research. It may, however, be pertinent to outline a few of these 
effects and thus set up the background for the reaction aspect (both societal 
and homosexual) of the second two-sided coin: the action-reaction patterns.

Firstly, concerning sexual conduct in the large, the present state of most 
of the laws is one that is extremely out of touch with the reality of behavior. 
Kinsey and others have demonstrated this. A general hypocrisy results from 
this gap between real and ideal behavior, and the laws may come to be hon­
ored more ',in their breach than in their observance. When laws are in this 
state, and^when periodic and often arbitrary enforcement occurs (e.g., the 
sporadic “ raids” and cleanups, and political maneuvers) the whole system

16. Peter Wildeblood, Against the Law, p. 3.

may become a mockery. This, of course, affects the “ deviants”  as well as 
the society at large.

Ill-defined laws and more or less seaetive application of them tend to 
foster prejudicial sanctions, so that some groups are caused to suffer more 
than others of the same nature (i.e„ the social status and the “ visibility” 
of the deviants). Also, there tends to develop an inconsistency between the 
nature of the deviation and the severity of the punishment—individuals are 
often singled out as “ examples.”  In fine, the “ authorities,”  like the laws 
which they enforce, may become unresponsive to the desires of the people. i

Perhaps, then, the roost significant aspects of social control are the form­
alized control groups themselves. Special interest groups such as churches] 
P.T.A.S, women’s clubs and fraternal organizations are probably “ neces4 
sary”  conservative and balancing forces for general social stability. Polit-j^ 
ical, judicial and law enforcement control agencies may, however, exejped 
this function, and may even act largely in their own interests. The lasf’San 
Francisco mayoral election presents a case in point. One aspirant to office, 
Russell Wolden, sought to gain public support by a campaign of “ exposure” 
with a promise to “ clean up”  the homosexual problem in this city, ife sought, 
in short, to magjiify and exploit public sentiment for his personal ends. 
Whether he was “ sincere”  in his efforts or not, does not alter the point. ^

The assertion by many homosexuals that officials who vigorously strive 
against them are ^ ‘jealous,”  are “ suppressed homosexuals”  themselves, 
are “ fanatical sadists,”  are airing personal grievances or are in need of 
ready-made scapegoats may be dismissed largely as rationalizations and 
verbal counter attacks in the same manner that like assertions about public 
attitudes were rejected. There ate undoubtedly cases of this type in exist- 
tence, but a more likely explanation may be found in the needs of certain 
policemen to fill “ arrest quotas,”  and mote generally, to demonstrate to 
higher officials and to the public that they are doing something. Graft and 
bribery (recall the recent San Francisco “ gpyola” trials) also tend to flour­
ish in this atmosphere. The crucial point is that persecutory and descrim- 
inative caitrol practices do exist, regardless of the specific reasons, and 
this alone would point towards a re-examination of the laws and their ap­
plication.

Looking at the net results of this legal and extra-legal aspect of the pro­
blem, a significant one is that these waning social attitudes ate oftM rein­
forced and perpetuated by the occasional exploitation of them. This may, 
at first glance, seem to be a contradiction of the position taken previously 
that when the laws lag behind actual behavior they ate ignored or honored 
in their breach. However, laws are only ignored and spmned up to a statis- 
tical point which may be called the “ tolerance-limit.* At this inut e
17. T h ii Is »or anslogous with Lem etfs -tolerance quotient.”  op. cit., pp. 57-58.
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laws will be revised, abolished ’ or, at best, iirpossible to enforce. Up to 
that point there is a general social-legal interactional process going on in 
which if enough lip-service (ideal) adherence can be maintained the laws 
will still be applicable to some people. In this regard, the taboo aspects 
will still tend to foster miseducation and a consequent maintenance of the 
stereotypes (hence, putative deviation and spurious sanctions).

Up to this tolerance limit there is often a correlative pressure by the more 
vociferous conservative groups for continued (often, increased) enforcement 
of the existing laws. This is particularly manifest when there exists an un­
questionably smaller and less powerful target-group fit® homosexuals). 
This self-perpetuating nature of many laws and norms is discussed by West- 
wood as when "people regard (the) sex-code as something that cannot be 
changed because it is ‘right’ and something that is morally ‘right’ cannot 
be altered or brought up to date—the sex code has remained as before, 
producing a disparity between our lives and our rules.’’^* This assertion 
will not appear astonishing to students of social processes, but the prior 
assertion that there is a recurrent reinforcing of opinion in favor of the laws 
(a kind of ‘‘uneducation’’ and static "pull” ) may be argued by some.

Alfred McClung Lee sees this conservative tendency as being pitted against 
the deviants themselves who clamor for social change (this will be seen as 
the general thesis of this paper); or, more generally, those who clamor for 
social change become, ipso facto, social deviants.

“ When there is orderly and gradual change, the fewest people are hurt by 
change, (sic) the most gain by it, and society remains most healthy. The 
prevention of well-indicated changes stores up periods of tension and suf­
fering. But the way-breakers for social change, whether gradual or drastic, 
are social deviants. They are those sufficiently aggressive and heedless to 
defy the overwhelming social forces making for uniformity and the mainte­

nance of the status quo. They are the social manipulators of change just as 
the successful dominators of society are the social manipulators of stability 
or against change. And the chief characteristic of such manipulato’s or agi­
tators of change is that they are—to established and satisfied members of 
society—unreasonable.” **

Another common “ net result”  of the application or threatened application 
of these laws is that they may merely drive the undesired behaviors under­
ground— f̂or a time. The actual effect on behaviors is probably nil, or may 
even aggravate other behavioral symptoms by forcing the deviants to assume 
a false pretense and continually wear a mask. Again, they may aggravate

18. Gotdon Westwood, Society and tb* Homonxnal, p. 107.
19. Alfred McClanp Lee, ed., PtineipU t of Sociology; L ee 's Chspter 3J, p. 338-339 
("T he Person snd Social Policy” ).
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the problem by forcing a reification of subcultural-type relationships. As 
Lindesmith and Strauss express this phenomenon: "Homosexuals may be so 
scattered as to have relatively little contact with others like themselves. 
Public (and official) censure, however, tends to cause them to congregate 
in certain places, especially cosmopolitan centers, where heterogeniety and 
the size of the population make iot more anonymity and tolerance.” ^*

However much this may tend to lower the “ visibility”  of homosexuality 
iot a time, norms of an aggressive and anti-social nature will invariably 
spring up in the deviants. Then, in a circular manner, forms of visibility 
(hence, the problematical aspects) may arise in flamboyant behavior and 
affected mannerisms, as is observable in the "gpy crowds,”  the various 
"queens”  and open solicitation and promiscuity.

The last "net result”  that will be touched upon here may be looked upon 
as a type of feedback— more directly than the two previous “ net results.” 
There are two major aspects to this process; or actually, three. The first is 
problem-defining behavior; therefore, in a large measure, problem-aeating. 
This was discussed at length earlier in the paper.

The second aspect is that of society’s role in the original “ creation”  of 
the homosexual. The author accepts the theory that Western civilization and 
its sex mores— the inconsistencies, hypocrisies, highly competitive nature 
of sexual participation, etc.—forms the sexual patterns in general, and con­
tributes to sexual deviations in particular. If one further accepts the hypo­
thesis that poly-sexuality (re: man’s “ plastic nature” ) is the only “ natur­
a l,”  inherent propensity, then the inference to be drawn is that whenever 
sexual behavior becomes channeled into one exclusive,- fixed and rigid pat­
tern it is the result of social processes and pressures. This would hold true 
in all forms of sexual behavior, and by degrees from “ choice”  to com­
pulsion.”

This leads nicely into the third and most significant aspect of this feed­
back. By the very act of social disapproval, sanction, pressure, stigmatiza­
tion and ostracism, society unwittingly tends to crystalize and then rein­
force many homosexual traits. As these behavioral patterns become more in­
flexible the more socially and individually undesirable and damaging fact­
ors such as fetishism, neuroses and aggressiveness become entrenched. 
Original feelings of guilt, shame and suppression and the necessity of p y- 
ing dual roles and employing rationaUzations are seen as maladjustment 
and “ primary deviation.”  Adjustment is sought by the homosexual by estab- 
Ushing a major role-definition and self-acceptence thereof; the behaviaa 
pattern then truly may become a “ way of life,” or “ secondary deviahon.

20. Lindetmith and S u au ii, op. c it., p. 681.
21. The concepta of primary and aecondary deviatioa are Lemert’a, op- cit., pp. 75-76*
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The deviants who cannot "find adjustment" and a stable self-concept 
often continue in various states of neurosis and are probably the ones who 
most frequently seek psychological aid or “ cure." These are probably in 
the minority, and many homosexuals in this category are undoubtedly in the 
process of transition to new self-concepts. These are all symbolic psycho­
logical processes, and there is probably no direct correlation with degrees 
of overtness or covertness in the larger social sense.

One possible, though tentative, conclusion which may be drawn &om the 
foregping discussion is that as society accepts the homosexual in spite of 
his deviation (leading the homosexual to accept himself, therefore), many 
of the “ real” problems that now seem inherent in the deviation will “ auto­
matically disappear. It may even be that the actual incidence of homosex­
uality will decline. (It would undoubtedly be the case that as society accepts 
the homosexual, its attitudes toward all forms of sex will tend to be more 
enlightened.) “ Deviation," in this sense, would become merely statistical, 
not evaluative. “ Adjustment,”  then, works both ways—society “ adjusts” 
to the homosexual, enabling the homosexual to adjust to society and to him­
self in turn.

The foregoing discussion has skirted the edge of a significant point. That 
is, of course, that the values, mores and laws of the larger society ate ulti­
mately the determinants of most behavioral patterns. The homosexual and 
his subcultures exist within the framework of the larger society and are not 
only formed in a large measure by that sqciety, but also in reference to it. 
That is to say, the individual homosexual is more basically and generally a 
26-year old, male, “ white,”  American. He is an accountant, his mother’s 
son,a war veteran, a San Franciscan, a stamp-collector and so o n ....A ll of 
these other roles and relevant behaviors make up the individual, needless to 
mention. What may not be so readily granted, however, is that the larger 
spdety also determines to a great extent his attitudes and behaviors about 
his deviancies. Albert Ellis puts this in a way that seems to be worthy of 
quoting here:

“ ........ the enormous extent to which homosexuals in our culture are un­
consciously influenced and limited by the idealogies and practices of the 
culture in which they reside (is implicit). For while all the proponents of 
homosexuality with whom I have had intercommunication in recent weeks 
have been quite understandably critical of the persecutory attitudes of het­
erosexuals, and while they consciously have declared themselves opposed 
to virtually all heterosexual views and acts towards the ‘gpy’ world, they 
have also, most ironically, unconsciously espoused and upheld one after an­
other sexual philosophy which can easily be traced to the firmly entrenched 
biases of heterosexual society.
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“ Take, for example, the question of sexual promiscuity— , I find that the 
majority of frank homosexuals are, in one degree or another, consciously 
disturbed about their own promiscuous desires or actual proniscuity— Take,
again, the matter of romanticism in sexual relations.---- One would hardly
expect that homosexuals who are hardly thought by the general public to be 
pro-puritanical, would have little use for this rather hypocritical romantic 
philosophy. But, on the contrary, one finds homosexual relations frequently 
on a super-romantic basis. Moreover, one finds that when such relations are 
thoroughly non-romantic, then the homosexuals themselves tend to feel ex­
tremely uncomfortable about them.” ^^

Ellis goes on to cite a few more examples of this phenomenon. Monogamic 
fidelity is evidenced by frequent semi-enduring “ homosexual marriages.” 
Fights and jealousies over partners are common. Though, since there are no 
legal or economic and familial restrictions, they tend to be more imperma­
nent on these grounds. Notions of beauty, good physiques and youth also 
pervade homosexual “ culture.”  “ Old Aunty”  is a term often applied to the 
older, less attractive homosexuals.

This all goes to demonstrate, no doubt, that any individual’s chances of 
thoroughly removing himself from the underlying forces of the particular 
culture of which he is a member are exceptionally slight indeed.

Cory2 5 introduces a note of caution here, however. He states that very 
often the homosexual takes over the (sexual) norms of society only when 
they may be seen to benefit him clearly in some way. Prejudices such as 
nudity between the sexes, for example, simply do not apply to homosexual 
relationships. Cory continues:

“ On the other hand, (some) homosexuals are motivated (towards)-gain- 
ing acceptance for themselves and their groups in society. He reasons (as 
do . . . b L  of Olh« groups) that t .  Ibe » t .n t  t a U a  c.n
to tbe . o r .k  .ud . 0.00 ot sociotj, to that eoton. .1 ^ 1  he te  ”
galaiug aoceptauco .iUria o^rlot,. Thorefae, iao.e.d of calliug t a ^ a l  
ualion of these iROtal concepts, he seeks sttenously to abide by ‘h '» . 
deeply frustrated by his failute to do so and pretends, I»t wu at y

„ . . io a t i . .  . i th  are outgroup, that be Is “  “ “ I " “ ’  lead
It should be kept in mind, however, that these anjustmen  ̂

totheconflicts which were mentioned above. Obviously, not all heterosexu 
prejudices can be effectively rationalized by the homosexua .

22. Albert Ellta. "T he Influence of H « « o .e x u .l  Culture," in Homosexuality, u Cross-
Cultural Approach, Donald W. Cory, ed., pp. 416-417.
23. Donald W. Cory, Homosexuality. A Cross-Cultural Approach, p. 423-

24. Cory, op, c it., pp. 424-42 S  .
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The R e a c tio n s  of the H om osexual

The foregoing rather appropriately leads into the “ reactions”  of the homo­
sexual m the large. Up to this point, most of the discussion has centered 
around the larger society and its stake and role in this "social-problem.” 
Some investigation was also made of several of the interactional processes 
between society and the homosexual. Now it is time to ask in,what ways 
the homosexual (in the abstract) reacts to society and to the “ social-prob­
lem” and how best this can be studied.

The answer to the second part of this question must come first, or rather, 
several suggestions for possible methods of study will be made. In this 
s e n s e ,^ is  is an exploratory study. When the groundwork is thus laid, some 
of the aspects of the first part of the question will become explicit. And, 
hopefully, some answers may be provided.

The first general suggestion is that “ homosexualism” can most profitably 
be studied in the same way that other minority groups have been studied. 
Although this is not a minority group in the usual sense— particularly as to 
over-all visibility and reification— it partakes of many aspects of minority 
group phenomena. This is particularly germane from a social problems view­
point inasmuch, as Cory points out,, as contemporary America has become 
increasingly concerned with the rights and integration of her various minor­
ity groups.

As in many other minority-group studies, the first and most fruitful ap­
proach seems to be at the “ top,” the most crystallized and visible part of 
the group. This usually indicates the' leaders, or spokesmen. In the case of 
homosexuality, these leaders will here be called the “ articulate spokesmen,” 
for articulation is their hallmark and their primary method of operation.

There are several prominant homosexual organizations in the United States 
today, wherein these largely self-appbinted and dedicated men and women 
operate. On the whole, these operations appt..r to be a direct and above­
board manner and attempt to reach several general (and numerous specific) 
goals in behalf of the homosexual individual. Functioning withm the general 
context of sexual behavior, the gross result often is to deal with the whole 
gamut of sex, civil rights, legalism atad education. Thus, it often seems to 
be the case that society in general is the recipient of the fruits of their la­
bors.

The primary emphasis of most of their efforts is directed at the larger 
society, and more specifically, at the points where society meets and di­
rectly influences the variant person (i.e., laws, police, courts, churches, 
educational institutions, etc.).

Of the several possible choices (or directions) that a minority group can

É T “

make concerning the larger soc;ety, these articulate leaders appear primar­
ily to have chosen co-existence. That is, integration in all but one respect, 
in which they seek a plwalistic adjustment. To the extent that most homo- j 
sex^als are already members of the larger society in other respects, a good 
degree erf assimilation already exists, so this can not be seen as an end.^’ 

The ultimate goals of these organizations can be summed up in a statement 
by the editor of the Mattacbine Review to the effect that they are organized 
towards é e  day when Aey can disband. There seems to be a sincere feeling 
that the guarantees of "democratic equality”  and acceptance can and must 
be realized for the homosexual individual.

The general thesis of these organizations is that realism and enlighten­
ment through increased public (and academic and scientific) knowledge will 
be the way in which their goals are realized. In their role as a “ link”  be­
tween the homosexual and society, they seek to fulfill primarily a communi­
cative function. It is, of course, through communication and mass media that 
this increased knowledge can be disseminated.

In their own words (from the format of the monthly Mattadine Review): 
"The Mattacbine Society, Incorporated........... (is) a non-profit, non-part­

isan organization founded in the public interest for the purpose of providing 
‘true’ and accurate information toward the solution^of problems of human 
sex behavior, particularly those of the homosexualadivft." (emphasis, author’s) 

Again:
“ {One, Incorporated is) a non-profit corporation formed to publish a maga­

zine dealing primarily with homosexuality from the scientific, historical and 
critical points of view.. . .  books, magazines, pamphlets.. . .  to sponsor ed­
ucational programs, lectures and concerts for the aid and benefit of social 
variants, and to promote among the general public an interest, knowledge 
and understanding of the problem (rf variation.. . .  to sponsor research and 
promote the integration into society of such persons whose behavior and 
inclinations vary from current moral and social standards.”

And finally:
"(The) purpose of the Daughters of Bilitis; a women’s organization for the 

purpose of promoting the integration of the homosexual into society by:
1. Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psychological, 
and sociological aspects, to enable her to understand herself and make her 
adjustment to society in all its social, civic and economic implications 
this to be accomplished by establishing and maintaining as complete a lib­
rary as possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex deviant 
theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent subjects to be con­
ducted by leading members of the legal, psychiatric, religious and other

25. For 1 full dUcuiilou of (he«e minority group processe», see Btewtoo Betty, Rmer 
ami Ethnic RnlationM, especially pp. 181-334*
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professions; by advocating a mode of behavior and dress acceptable to 
society.

2. Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the individual, 
leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos and prejudices; through 
public discussion meetings aforementioned; through dissemination of ed­
ucational literature on the homosexual theme.

3. Participation in research projects by duly authorized and responsible 
psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed towards fur­
ther knowledge of the homosexual.

4. Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, proposal 
of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases involving this minor­
ity group, and promotion of these changes through due process of law in the 
state legislatures.”
Upon future study, it would be relevant to make detailed analyses of these 

and other such organizations, and to observe their relative merits and meth­
ods. However, since the Mattachine Society appears to be fairly representa­
tive of these organizations (and possibly the more articulate), and further, 
since the author was given the opportunity to observe and to make a brief 
study of this organization, it will be discussed briefly below.

As was mentioned above, the primary emphasis of the efforts seems to be 
directed toward the larger society. That the individual homosexual benefits 
in a correlative, and also in a more direct, manner will be implicit.

It may be significant that these three organizations were all founded with­
in the last decade (Daughters of Bilitis, 1955; Mattachine Society, 1953 (a 
continuation of Mattachine Foundation dating from 1950); One, Incorporated, 
1952). One might observe, then, that the "social climate” seems to be right. 
There now seems to be a great deal of national “ soul-searching”  going on; 
the public at large has increasingly tolerated, yea, even listened to more 
diverse and unorthodox viewpoints; controversy on a grand scale is wide­
spread; and science and the academic world is gaining in popular prestige. 
It is possible, however, to counter with the assertion that through the great 
proliferation of mass media the public has simply become saturated with 
every viewpoint imaginable, and thus has become immune; to the point of 
"tolerating”  virtually anything. There is no doubt validity in both positions.

It is also germane to note at this point the increasing tendency by many 
groups to fight official and semi-official censorship. This, of course, makes 
the homosexual leaders’ job of disseminating information more feasable. The 
case of Grove Press, Inc, and Readers’ Subscription, Inc. vs. Robert K. 
Christenberry, Postmaster of the City of New York— the famous Lady Chat- 
terley's Lover case in 1959—is a case in point.

The homosexual organizations themselves have joined this fight against
rensorshi’' *he T -

peats an article by one John Logan entitled "Higher Postal Rates—to Pay 
for Censorship?”  which is a fron^l attack on post office censorship poli­
cies. Again, in an advertisement for the Dorian Book Quarterly, the fourth 
point reads: ‘̂To promote a freedom to read movement and combat attempts 
at censorship. Here the editors will cooperate with organized community 
groups everywhere that are active in anti-censorship work.. . . ”

Partly as a consequence of this growing controversy and parUy as a carry­
over from traditional codes, many book publishers wiU not touch homosexual 
literature. One result of this has been a rather sharp and recent rise in the 
“ homosexual press.” ”  Members of the Mattachine Society, for example, 
operate the Pan-Graphic Press which—on a small scale— publishes num­
erous books, booklets and pamphlets on many levels and phases of the sub­
ject. In addition, as it has been indicated earlier, they publish their monthly 
Mattachine Review which includes fiction, poetry, accounts of individual 
cases, scientific articles (often reprinted from professional journals), semi- 
scientific dissertations, editorUls, information about meetings and CMfer- 
ences, book reviews and some correspondence to the editors. Interestingly, 
advertisements are solicited from "...publishers and/or authors of books; 
magazines'; periodicals and booksellers (sic) concerned with homosexuality 
and sex'>logical subjects.”

Throu^out the author’s research on this organization he was ‘“ Pressed 
by the degree to which the leaders were conscious of their “ image.’ The 
entire operation seemed extremely businesslike, efficient and above-board. 
True, there is some bitterness apparent and they are employing counter­
propaganda to the hilt. There was even some inter-organizational con ic 
which seemed to be traceable to a concern for social condonance. The re ­
mark that, "One anc.) is too militant,”  was heard and aUo seen in print. 
There also appeared to be a small degree of antipathy toward the Usbian

organizations to the effect that they did not have to face as many problems 
and thus were too conservative. On the whole, however, these groups app
to operate in unison for their common cause.

A paragraph from a “ propaganda leaflet” entitled What Does Mattachine

Do’ clearly demonstrates this concern. u-»»-
"Limi J io n s :  certain things are not done and cannot be done by MatU- 

chine or its members. We condone no illegal activity in the organization, n 
cLuption of minors and no exchange of names for
The organization stands for highest standards of gtoup and public behavior

26. Th« Dorian Book S .rv ^ a  is
in homosexual literature: book reviews, srudies in the tieio, p
aids authors to print, etc. , , . .ki.
27. See Marvin Curler. Hoa.os.xuo/. Today; Chap. 1 i» devoted exclusively to this
"homosexual p re ss .”
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at all times and seeks to promote responsible citizenship.”
Another factor of these «ganizations that should be studied at some later 

date is that of membership. Active membership appears to be quite small, 
but magazine circulation is larger. Conjecture would have it that the vast 
majority of homosexuals do not know and would not care about the organ­
ization as such, although “ moral support” would probably be forthcoming 
from most homosexuals.

When it was stated that the primary emphasis of these organizations seemed 
to be aimed at society, it should have been noted that one “ strategy”  seems 
to be to direct much energy toward the intellectual and educational leaders 
of society. These social leaders are undoubtedly the most accessible and 
the most interested in the problem, and they are also enjoying a growth of 
prestige at this time. The Mattachine Society seeks to aid research projects 
(e.g.. Institute for Sexual Research, Indiana; Institute for the Investigation 
of Human E colo^, New York; various colleges). Students are aided in 
as many ways as possible. A fairly comprehensive library and bookstore are 
open to all interested parties. And, of course, research findings (and other 
works) may be published and disseminated insofar as possible.

Much effort, nevertheless seem» to be directed at the general public it­
self. The “ ....program  ^ te s g j r  primarily on education: first, directed at 
the public at large, providing unbiased, factual information about the true 
aspects of human sexual behavior.. . . ”

The literature, of course, also serves several other functions for the homo­
sexual. Just as it happens with other minority groups, they frequently attack 
and ridicule their adversaries, find rationalizations and create in-group hu­
mor via their books and articles.

Extensive use is also made of mass communication media. A notable ex­
ample is the sixty-minute F.M. radio documentary that was cited above. Re- 
cently the Society helped to produce a ninety-minute television documentary 
film. Homosexual literature is currently being advertised and reviewed in 
natiolal magazines.

'  In view of all this—and much more—the “ problem”  of homosexuality ap­
pears far from insoluble. For until quite recently “ homosexuality”  (the

,wctd and the subject) were unmentionable and taboo. Now, though it is fre­
quently mentioned, it still may be quite “ electric.”  “ From silence to dis­
cussion, even without enlightenment, is progress, ior enlightenment becomes 
inevitable through discussion and impossible without it.” ^^

Of a somewhat more tangible nature concerning the individual homosexual,

28. T bt Sixth Man, by Jess  Steam was advertised in a recent issue of Tbt Reporter; 
and reviewed in a recent issue of Saturday Rtvieu/.
29. Donald W. Cory, op. cit„  p. 433.

the Mattachine Society provides a limited social service function. It main­
tains some liaison with health departments, hospitals, mental health groups . 
and clinics, probation offices and conectional institutions. It also helps 
some individuals solve employment problems, and advises on medical, psy­
chological and legal aid problems. N ^ le s s  to say, the literature benefits 
the interested homosexual in a direct manner also.

In conclusion, homosexuals in-the-abstract (the “ articulate spokesmen” ) , 
are reacting to society and to those social sanctions they deem unfair. They 
are reacting primarily on the level of ideas and communication, and in so 
doing are seeking to combat miseducation and prejudice. While it was^sugi 
gested that the burden of responsibility for solving this “ socihl p r o i i^ ”  
rested with the larger society, it noW appears that the homosexual leaders 
are taking a good part of the initiative toward this end. As Donald W. Cory 
aptly states: “ the homosexual is no longer a pariah without his intellectual 
defender.”
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Shots
NEW ORGANIZATIONAL 
SETUP RATIFIED

Mattachioe has long been notorious 
for reorganizational hassels seeming­
ly without end (see "Readers Write,” 
this issue). But its leaders hope that 
while the end may never be reached 
(it seldom is in a living, evolving 
project), at least the strain of it will 
be minimized to the utmost in the 
times ahead.

March 15—July IS, 1%1, embraces 
a period where the entire organiza­
tional concept of the Socie^ was re­
vamped. From a voting membership 
organization it became a foundation 
type organization with a Board of Di­
rectors in charge. Many reasons were 
cited for the decision on March 15 to 
dissolve Mattachine Area Councils 
in New York, Boston, Chicago, Den­
ver and San Francisco. But the plan 
was to urge establishment of these 
groups into properly organized corp­
orate bodies in their own states un­
der other names and to absolve the 
California Mattachine corporation of 
responsibility. No real dispute as to 
the wisdom of this move came up. 
Considerable publicity about it went 
out to Mattachine membership (via

T E

letters and the quarterly newsletter, 
Interim) and to others interested in 
the projects through One magruine 
(see "Tangents,”  May 1961; "Ho­
mophile Diaspora: A Tale of Two Ci­
ties,”  June 1961

In the meantime, Secretary Don Lu­
cas drew up a proposed set of by-laws 
after the wheels were set in motion 
by the Chairman’s proposal of March 
15. A special general members h ip 
meeting was called for July 15 at San 
Francisco to ratify the action. During 
the period, plans to formally organize 
other groups, particularly in New York, 
Boston and Philadelphia, were a d ­
vanced. These are still in progress 
and will be reported as they are ac­
complished. An organizational movei 
in Denver to establish "The Neigh^ 
bors”  was shortlived; it disbanded 
in July.

New by-laws of the Society were 
issued in the August issue of Interim 
to the membership (which member­
ship now becomes "supporting”  in­
stead of “ active” ). With this accomp­
lished, the Society cites these advan­
tages in the new setup:

1. Legpl liability of the Mattachine
Society (a California corporation) is 
now minimi~ed. With it, the threat of 
involvement with possible criminal 
elements is also minimized,"since 
only the California corporation will 
use the registered name and trade 
mark of "Mattachine.”  Other solicit­
ed funds, etc., in any locality in an 
unauthorized manner will be report^ 
to law enforcement agencies in that 
locality as appropriate. i

2. More independent project groups 
in the field are encouraged, each ful­

filling its own responsibility in its 
own locality.

3. The “ threat”  of a national “ pres­
sure group”  is abolished. However 
Mattachine continues to seek support 
nationally as in the past, and is con­
cerned with problems that are national 
in scope, as well as local in other 
states outside California. It will con­
tinue t? make every possible public 
service available nationally as in the 
past.

4. Administrative detail, impossi­
ble to accomplish satisfactorily in 
an organization staffed by volunteer 
workers, will be vastly swept away. 
Mattachine has been justly criticized 
for its heavy organizational burden 
in the past; now this is reduced to 
the reasonable minimum.

5. Income prospects are now more 
stabilized, and adoption of a budget 
is fac ilitâ t^ .

6. Mattarmine Society now takes on 
the aspects of a foundation with a 
permanent and experienced leader­
ship, which qualifies the agpniza-

tion for grants in aid and permits tax 
exemption status.

TELEVISION pro g ram  IS 
SCHEDULED AT SAN FRANCISCO

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 9:30 p.m. is the 
date and time of the hour-long docu­
mentary by National Educational Tele­
vision, “ The Rejected,” over KQED, 
channel 9, San Francisco. Featured 
on this discussion of the homosexual 
male and his problems of acceptance 
and understanding are Dr. Margaret 
Mead, anthropologist; Dr. Carl M. Bow­
man, psychiatrist; Dr. Erwin Braff of 
the U.S. Public Health Service; At­
torneys Morris Lowenthal and Albert 
Bendich; District Attorn^ Thomas 
Lynch; Bishop James A. Pike of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Cal­
ifornia; Rabbi Alvin Fine; Attorney 
Albert J . Hutchinson, formerly of the 
Attorney General’s staff in Califor­
nia; James Day, manager of KQED 
and others, including a panel of three

) THE ROOTS OF BIAS
Most Christians identify "Pharisees”  with "hypocrites” and regard them 
as generally evil. This is due to faulty religious education. The truth is 
that Jesus took the Pharisees seriously and felt it was particularly im­
portant to express judgement against them precisely because they were 
the most serious and devout Jews of His day. Some Protestant writers 
recognize this when th ^  say the Pharisees represent the status quo of 
society. More pointedly, they represent ourselves at our most respectable. 
But, as Dr. Olson points out, we conceive of most stories as having a 
hero and a villain, and we like to identify ourselves with the hero. There­
fore, students of the Bible tend to identify themselves with Christ against 
the Pharisees. Actually, they should be identifying themselves with the 
Pharisees, against whom stood—and stands—the judgement of Christ.
R t, Ruv, JamuM A , P ike , B luhop e l  the Epieeepal O lece te  e l  C a llte rn ia
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members of the Mattachine Society: 
Harold Call, Donald Lucas and Les 
Fisher.

The “ Sixth Man”  minority of mod­
ern America is placed in sharp focus 
as these experts from several fields 
and divided attitudes approach a sub­
ject normally taboo on a mass med­
ium like television. But the expres­
sion of those who base their outlook 
on modern scientific knowledge is re­
peated in various ways: The homo­
sexual is among us in large numbers; 
he must understand and accept him­
self, and in turn, society must under­
stand him, and grant him his place as 
a human being.

Negotiations are under way to pro­
duce the transcript of this program 
into a booklet to be issued under the 
same title as that of the program. |

NEWSPAPER COLUMSIST 

TREATS '3RD SEX' THEME

In June and July, Feature Writer 
Guy Wright, whose daily column ap­
pears on the editorial pages of the 
San Francisco News—Call—Bulletin, 
discussed homosexuality and gay 
bars, pro and con, on four occasions. 
Thè fourth and “ closing” portion of 

, the discussion explained the why, 
how and what of the Mattachine Soc­
iety, and is reproduced following this 
item.

Mr. Wright’s opener was an advoca­
tion of special signs for “ gay bats,”  
the places where homosexuals con­
gregate in large cities. This was oc­
casioned by a news report that Cali­
fornia Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Department officials announced an 
action against a bar frequented by 

28

women alleged to be lesbian. The 
bar’s attorney had been quoted, “ None 
of the customers is shocked by any­
thing that goes on therC'̂ —only the 
tourists from the liquor board.”  Real­
izing that homosexuals did exist and 
that they had a right to drin|t as does 
any other adult, Mr. Wright stated he 
believed the situation would be aided 
if signs were posted on these bars— 
thereby those who wanted not to as­
sociate with thepi could go elsewhere.

But this idea brought a mixed res­
ponse. Homosexuals, particularly, 
wanted none of it: A sign, they said, 
would label them individually, and 
this threat of exposure was shatter­
ing at best. As might be expected, 
crackpots responded vociferously 
(and some of them were advised by 
Mr. Wright they needed psychoana­
lytical help). A few well-chosen re­
plies published were from enli^tened 
adults, and still a few more were from 
homosexuals themselves.

The sign didn’t get any widespread 
endorsement, however. But a letter 
from the editor of the Mattachine RE­
VIEW apparently caused Mr. Wright 
to call the Society for an interview 
which resulted in his wind-up of the 
topic. The article below speaks for 
itself, and in presenting it, the RE­
VIEW expresses its sincere gratitude 
for the fair and forthright way in which 
it was written. One possible comment 
to REVIEW readers might concern 
Mattachine’s closing of area coun­
cils in other cities—but this has al­
ready been explained to our reader- 
ship. Here is what Mr. Wright said on 
July 25th. in the San Francisco News- 
Call-Bulletin; 

ma(tae4/me

Guy WRIGHT
A Self-Help Organization 
For Men of Third Sex

Th e  m a t t a c h in e  society U a self-
help organization for homosexuals. It 

was formed In Los Angeles In 1950, but 
moved lU headquarters to San Francisco 
in 1957.

Few people knew of its exlitcnce anal 
It beeame o bogns liano In the last may­
oralty election, w i t h  the mnd-sllngen 
picturing it as some kind of Mafia for 
sex deviates.,

Nothing could be further from the 
truth, and I can think of no better way 
to bring to a close this column’s sporadic 
discussion of a normally taboo subject 
than with an honest report on the nature 
and acUvitles of the Mattachine SocleQr.

“People are suspicious of us. We un­
derstand that,” said Harold L. Call, a 
board member of the society and its 
director of publications.

“We den’t seek pnbUclty, but believe 
me, we aren’t trying to bulid some sinis­
ter pressure group,” he added.

The society is far too weak for that, 
in any case. Its national membership 
never reached 350, and now is dropping. 
It’s down to about 225, mostly in North­
ern California. Once there were chapters 
In Boston, New York, Denver and Chi­
cago, but they’ve all been closed.

"Considering the number of homosex­
uals (an estimated 90,000 in San Fran­
cisco) we must admit we’re doing a poor 
Job," Mr. Call said.

Members must be 21 years old. Most 
are homosexuals, but not all.

never asked ns to divulge our member- 
ship list, and We eenldn*t without losing 
the eonfldenee of the people we’re trying 
to help,” Mr. CaU aald.

The society expends most of Its ef­
forts helping homosexuals understand 
themselves. Many don 't Many have quite 
inaccurate beliefs about the how and 
why of their conditions.

"Many don’t even realize that they 
are homosexuals until they’re sent to 
prison for something else. There they 
learn all about i t ” Mr. Call said with an 
edge of bitterness.

Ruferral Suivien

Story Behind Nomo
The name, Mattachine, Is from the 

language of old Provence. It means “lit­
tle fool” and refers to medieval court 
jesters, who often were homosexuals.

The Mattachine Society has two basic 
functions: To help the homosexual ac­
cept himself; to educate society to accept 
him.

It does what it can on an annual 
budget of $12,000—made up of donations, 
dues ($15 a year) and sale of its monthly 
magazine, the Mattachine Review.

It conducts forums, aids university re­
searchers, cooperates with public health 
officials and police.

“We aiMst pelles Informers. They’ve

A referral service sends distraofdit 
homosexuals to clergymen or psydd- 
atrists. With this help, some have re­
joined the ranks of the heterosexuals. 
(Khers have been saved from suicide.

When a bomesexuel gets Into trenblo 
with the law (usually on a lewd eendnct 
charge; the incidence of blackmail is 
exaggerated) the society refers him to an 
understanding attorney. When he is re­
leased, it dees what it can to help him 
find a job and rebuild his life.

A major goal of the society is to wlpn 
out laws that make homosexuality a 
crime and to substitute the princfr)le that 
the sex practices of adults, when per­
formed by mutual consent and in private 
should not be a criminal matter.

If that shocks you, Mr. Ciall points out 
that the principle has been indorsed by 
the eminent jurist Learned Hand, and is 
already the law in many countries.

"We realize it will require a great 
deal of public enlightenment first," Mr. 
Call said. "But we want to avoid the sort 
of thing that happened in Santa Monica 
a few years ago, when some fiend killed 
a chUd and hid his body under a pier. 
’The city fathers solved the problem, all 
right. They made sure it would nev«  
happen again. ’They tore down the pier.”

.Nsn-OdhÉfli-

F e a t u r a  P O 0 O
Tuesday, July 25, 1961 Pagali
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any ra to. I f  h a lf o f iho roadort o f tho RE- to bo oblo to riso  obovo s o lf and soo 
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— and tho courage to  bo aman in a l l  th ings. l  A ir  Force soorg. shot In  tho mouth, 1 
I am vory gratefu l to  him. Tho ^ o a to s t d ip lom atic courrlor jumped from h is  ap t., 
eompllmont I can g ive him Is tha t I hovo ] External A ffa irs  omployoo shot In  tho 
momorixod tho lo s t paragraph o f h is  ort- hood, not to  mention many lo s t jobs (In- 
Ic lo — word for w ord .— Mr, W .E.N., C o llf. e luding somo R .C .M .P .b ond more un- 
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HMiitiisI A lth M ^  ilw r. « •  pfoMssso Itt- 
vwlvod ond •d n ltl.d  dlssdvMrtngas os 
well os ndvantofos In th . now qrafoni. 
I'm  sure as o whole that It  Is a sto , lor- 
wer A  or perhaps "a  stop boekwmtd In the 
right diroatlon." I hep. that the ethar 
grostps which o r. no longer chapters ef 
MatWcMne w ill be oble te ecntloue. Al­
se« I hope thot those e l us who me mcm- 
bero ef the Mottochlne Sedeljr. w ill be in- 
fanned ef the developcrant end prejeoM 
• f  tlMssofbsrgrMp«*— Mib JU kE., Califa
REVIEW EDITOR! In o t« U  Issue ef Son 
4  ConoorsAfpb I teod on od obout the Mot- 
techlne REVIEW In wMch I on: IntesoMod. 
Will you piqose fertrerd o copy ef cot»  
ectolof and fotdoro on Mottochlno Society 
plus oddIHenol Infermotion obeut the RE­
VIEW. I would liko to know If  Son 4  Con- 
oorsAl, Is s till being published since I 
beu^t the first copy oheut two years 
ago In o book store bote and hove not 
seen any more copies of lolor Issuoc there 
and wander If  publlootign bos been dlo- 
eonfinued for any tecssn d holeusr. I would 
be Interested In suboolblng to * e  above 
rsentlened magasins If It  Is being mailed 
to subscribers in plain wrappers. To mo 
I t  Is one of the most Interesting mage- 
sines I hove reed In a teng time.—Jh. 
aW .B ., Wisconsin.
EDITOR'S HOTEi Sex 4  Ceneorsfi/p Is 
ne longer published, but three bock Issues 
ore available at SO, cock.
REVIEW EDITORi I hove heard of your 
organisation mid am Interested to knew 
that such a society exists, but I don't 
really knew mueb about ycur crgonlsorien. 
Could you sond mo some Informoticn con­
cerning Ibe functlen and epererien of tho 
Mottschine. I would also like seme liifctm- 
eticn ccnccrnlng the publlcetlen One, 
namely tho subscriptlan rotos and odiare 
to subscribo.— Mr. D.FJf«, Califcreia.

yen to revoke the charters of 
ceuncilc. Heoraver, I fool that lestrictieg 
tka aaa af taaa ^̂ ÎÂa66aafciiaâ  ̂ fa fka 
Son Prcnclsce sree only Js e elep hijek- 
werd. if  the society cceld prsmstc freupc 
In ether ports ef the sountry which ceeld 
support its oism and Identity but be eètm
nomeus In local uHsIrs the rsmsikilble  

Btlon ceuldoorly growth ef the srgsnlsetio 
continus. As In the pest I shell continue 
to support the REVIEW although I fesi 
that Its  Initial stated aims hove not. been 
fu lfilled . I bud keped to see mere report 
Ing of foreign organisations, blo^cphieul 
studies, end Items ef scicntifis ietcrest 
suck ec Dr, Kclhoon's work, but oMOt of 
ycur energy Is expended In stare ergsnlss- 
tlonal preblesas. Bo ossurod, however,  of 
my eentinued support.— Dr. TJd., Okie.

REVIEW EDITORI W ill you plooso send 
me a sample copy ef your megnslnet I 
would like to know mero obout this. I cm 
Interostod if thero Is any mogoslno or cny 
group helé In the East thot I could con­
tact. Yourruply w ill be much epprocloted. 
Hove nc fears ehset my being a "M iner" 
os I w ill be 54 ncM amnih. Your name 
and address were pent te me by Lyle Stu- 
ert e f 235 Lafayette St., N .Y .Ç  12, e 
book eeller.— Mr. C .D .B ., Conn. j

REVIEW EDITORI Of Mpree I asp owtao 
of die cxeenslve end entantating fecticnsi 
struggle within tho ncflsmsl body that led

EDITOR'S HOTEi There w ill be ne 
energy oxpsndod In staro organinoti onci 
preblcms.
REVIEW EDITORI I am very pleosod to 
hove Icornod of tho work psrfsrmsd by tho
Society. Rjoeding the REVIEW Is e pleoe-
ent thing,; since I shore the fselfogs ef
these eheihsve united already bi Ao ps^ 

> ef IHmretlng Ae sIxA i
ing him foel liborutad. 
tita pessIHIlty of o coneontroled effsrt ta 
odsesto As popuJoce fer A eir leeh ef un- 
derstandlng koisesoxecls.

Sex is nfe ta some beteresexuaist dui- 
Ing the ccérse ef the doy, mentlenef It  ta 
tke heme sexual Is cause ef tensión. The 
man who doosn't en|oy wemon se umehc|| 
his hetcreccxuel friendo Is fsund feklng 
hls omy thrcugk evorydsy Ufo. Ifir preb- 
Ism weuld be In letting myself net persa- 
cuta myself fer A is hypecrisy. I de not 
mind the actfeac If prlvocy Is castmed, 
boced en smtucl trust, freedsm ef feor 
ef blcckstall, ote.; |ust the tbeught ef net 
Aewing xnrself ta my mony Monde who 
thlnk they know sm. Of ceurce, It  Is fer 
bottar te put up «HA iMs strein and sovo 
my status Aon be henest te uy dcsWuct- 
lon.— Mr. D.FAL, llllneio .

l

REVIEW EDITORI If  Acre 
abavi an ergsnisatien In acveland or 
Pittsburgh, l'd  gludiy beccme oetlve In 
It . Onfcrtunotely l'm ne srgcnlser myceH 
and l*vc borni invelved In ckurch wcA 
end te extrieote myseif frem It weuld bo 
A fflcu it, but e tth e  risk et ceunding ege- 
ristfeeL IV *  buon in seme wuy ef seme 
Influcnco In farAering understundintcf 
off minorfty gteupe. I de wl A  yen well 
far 1 well knew thot yeu a ll kovc dcM  
mere ta farAcr undcrctcndlng Aon I  esuid 
hope te .—Mr. E .B .C , Penna.

a à
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Letters from readers are solicited for publication in this regular monthly department. 
They should be short and aH must he signed by the writer. Only initials of the writer 
and the state or country of residence w ill he published. Opinion expressed in pub^ 
lished letters need not necessarily reflect that of the REVIEW or the Mattachine 
Society* hio names of individuals will be exchanged for correspondence purposes.
REVIEW ED iTO R i R vcvntiy  I hod occo- C-u/cte fo Lifnratme & A rt Periodfca/t 
• io n  to rood They Walk In Shadow, The when I come o c ro is  o l i l t in g  o f your Mat- 
outhoff Mercer, mentioned the work you tochine REVIEW and oU o, by o c ro it -  
ore doing- I am very much Intereefed In reference device, o f the Oor/on Doofc 
th is . P leosesend me any Information that terfy, I am o Ph.D. p sych e lo g lit ceidoften 
you core to- S incere ly, Walter L . Graham find  m yself Involved w ith  c lie n ts  w ith  
Jr-, M-D-, A ssoclo te  In P sych ia try , Henry piychoeexuol d iff ic u lt ie s  and your moga- 
Ford H osp ito l, D etro it. zine ottrocted my in te res t— -Dr- W-L-B-,

REVIEW EDITOR: Today I ’ v - r o e - lv - d  York, 
the June REVIEW w hich w o i Interesting
os usual. Iw os pleased to see your cover REVIEW EDITOR: I om enclosing a check 
reproduction o f o draw ing by H orst Irgene for $15 In payment o f notlonol dues. I 
from our fine Scondlncvlon magazine, w ish I could send you more, but my fl-  
A4o/e Modats, I am enclosing a do lla r to nonce i ore a l i t t le  low now becouse I r ^  
help reduce the REVIEW'S debt. Of course cen tly  changed |obs i f te r  seven yeors to 
I know how l i t t le  o d o lla r con buy In the a position with loss salary but more con- 
U .S.A.; but here I t  represents o good deol, tentment. In a l i t t le  w h ile  1 hope to be 
th o c o s to f 77 quarts o f m ilk , for exomple. able to make some contributions to you 
I t  a lso represents the very maximum thot to help you In the good work you <vo do- 
I con afford to contribute. My understood- ing. I f  my means perm itted, th is  check 
Ing o f conditions In the U.S.A. couses would hove to be o h o n ie d  times larger 
me to fee l thot, u lHm otely, th is  do lla r to equal my high esteem for Mattochine. 
w ill do hcwdly more good than I f  I were to I know that I t  takes a lo t o f fa ith , eour- 
bum It  now, I hope tha t future develop- age, ond perseverenee to continue your 
ments w il l  prove my fee ling  mistaken. A t work for o lo t o f people who do not seem 
ony ro te. I f  ha lf o f the reoders o f the RE- to bo able to rise  above s e lf and see 
VIEW would, w ithou t further delay, con- th ings In o more unIverSol scope. Some 
tribu te  o lik e  amount*—$1.00->»the debt doy 1 hope to gat out to Son Froncisco to
would be e lim ina ted .— Mr. J.S ., Denmark thank you personally for the sense of up­

l i f t  that I get from your mogozine-—̂ r .  
J .F .S ., New York.REVIEW EDITOR: I must w rite  to express 

my deepest oppreclotion for the a rtic le  by 
Rollond Howord In the Ju ly REVIEW con­
cerning the film  F irew orks. I sow the pie- REVIEW ED lTO R :D on't getdown-heorted. 
ture ond I t  le ft  me confused end rather Enclosed Is my contribution. P lease ex- 
depressed, uncerta in o f my own thoughts tend my subscription for another yeor. We 
and desires. But Mr. Howard’ s onolysls Qf« having our l i t t le  troubles here In 0 ^
has given me on understondlng o f m yself tow o__with on R.C.M .P. w itch-hunt. Score
— and the courage to be Oman In o i l  th ings. ] A ir  Force seorg. shot In the mouth, 1 
I am very gratefu l to  him. The ^ e o te s t d ip lom atic courrier jumpett from hIs op t., 
compliment I con ^ Iv e  hlm Is thot I hove j  External A ffo irs  employee shot In  the 
memorized the lasf"iw ragraph of h is  art- head, not to  mention many lo s t |ebs (In- 
ie le — word for w ord.— Mr. W .E.N., C o llf. e luding some R.C.M*P.)^ and more un- 
REVIEW EDITOR: I w o i id ly  gloncing happy young o n . , .  K . .p  up fh .  good work, 
through tho l , « u n  of the International — Mr. J .D .T ., Prov. Quoboe.
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REVIEW EDITOR) I wo, In t-ro ttod fo 
loom of tho roeont chongos modo In Mot- 
tochtnol Although Ihoro or# probloma In- 
volvod ond odialttod dltodvontago, oa 
wall oa odvontogos In tho now ay.tooi. 
I'm .u ra  os a w hol. thot I t  I f  o . l . p  for­
ward, or porhop. "a  atop backward In tho 
right d iroe tlon ." I hopo thot tho othor 
group, which or# no longor choptora of 
Mottochlno w ill bo oblo to continua. Al- 
a ., I hopo thot tho.o o f u .  who « po mmn- 
bora of tho Mottachlno Sodaty w ill bo In- 
fariaod d  tho davolepmwit and p rog r... 
offhoaoothorgroopa,— Mr. J.M.E., Collf.

REVIEW EDITOR! In a 1958 la w .  - f  S«t 
S CatiMorahlp, I r.od cm od about th .  Mot- 
tacMna REVIEW In which I am InMraMad. 
Will you p lfo ia  forward o copy of ca t»  
eafal.g and f . ld M . on M.ttachlna Soclaly 
p lu . odditlonol Information about tho RE­
VIEW. I would llko  to know I f  5ox d  C«i- 
$or*hlp la  . t i l l  baing pabllMiad «Inc. I 
bought Ih . f i r . t  copy about two yoors 
age In o book .tw o  hna and hov# not 
coon any moro coplos o f lotor Is .u o . thoro 
ond wondor If' puUleotlon ho. boon dim 
continuad for arty rooaon whotovor. I would 
bo Intoroatod In subscribing to tho obovo 
montlonad mogoilno If i t  la being moll.d 
to w bacrllw r.,'ln  plain wroppara. To mo 
I t  I*  ena of tho sM .t InM ra.ting mogo- 
a lno. I hovo rood In a long timo. Mr. 
O.W.B., Wl.eenaln.
EDITOR'S NOTEi Sox i  CenMorJilp I .
no longor puhil.hMl, but thrM bock Issuoa 
oro o ra llabio a t 5 0 . ooch.
REVIEW EDITOR! I hovo hoard of your 
orgnnlzotfon and om Intoroatod to know 
that w ch  o M cio ty o x ld , ,  but I don't 
roally know much about your orgonixotlon. 
Could you Bond aio Mmo InformoHmi con- 
comfng tho function ond eporotlon of tho 
Mottochlno. I w o u ld o l»  llko  como Inform­
ation concoming tho p ib llco tlon Ona, 
nomoly tho cuhccHptloo roto , oitd u4i.ro 
to  mibocribo.— Mr. O.F.M., Californio.

REVIEW EDITOR! W ill you plao.o .and 
mo 0 Mmplo copy o f your mogaxlno? I 
would llko to knew mero about th l i .  I am 
Intoroatod If thoro I .  any mogoalno or any 
group h o i. In tho E o .t thot I could con­
tact. Yourroply w ill b . much opproclotod. 
Hovo no foora about my being o "M inor”  
oa I w ill bo 54 next month. Your noma 
and oddra,, woro aont to mo by Lylo Stu­
art o f 225 Lafayette St., N .Y .C  12, .  
bM k ao llw .— Mr. C.D.B., Cm ih .
REVIEW EDITORt Of eauraa I an  a w « , 
of th . oxpM i.lv . and MiMvMing factional 
otruggl. w ilh in  the natiMwl body thot lad

you to foveka th . chw lM . of tho oroo 
counclia. Hewovar, I fool that m trlctlng  
tho uso of Iho term ''M attachine'' to tho 
Son PrmclKO eroe only la a atop back­
ward. If  the M clM y could prmnM. group, 
in Mhar port, of th . country which could 
wpport I t .  aim* and IdMitIty but b. auto- 
nommi* in lecol o flb lr. the romurkabl. 
oorly growth of tho ergonlxotian could 
continue. Aa In tho poat I (hqll continua 
to luppMt the REVIEW although I fool 
thett I t .  In itl.l (totM l elm . hOvo not bMO 
fu lflilad . I hod hoped to .aa  amro rapMW
Ing of fer.1^  erganlaotiena, bie^opMcol 
Btudloa, and llama af aclantlflc Inlarw l 
auch 01 Dr, Kallmon'i taoih, but mast of 
yourMMrgyl. axpMidad la mw* wgm ilia- 
tiene I proMmaa. B* o .w rM l, howmrw, of 
my cwitlnuad Mrppart.— Dr. T.M ., Ohio.
EDITOR'S NOTEi Thw . w ill be no iMra 
inMgy axpmwied In more erganlxationol 
prablwiM
REVIEW EDITOR! I am vary plaaaad to 
have loamad of lha weih porf«mad by ih . 
Soclaty. Raading tho REVIEW lo o ploaa- 
ont thing, .Inca I ahore lha fM lInga of 
th e ., who have untied olroody In the pur- 
poaoef llborotlng tho ilx lh  amn—^  ank- 
Ing him foal llboratod. I navar auapoclad 
the posai bi Illy  of o cencontriWod effort fo 
aducoto the populoca for thoir lock of un- 
doralondlng homeaexuals.

Sox Is life  to soma katarosaxuals; dur­
ing the cours* of tho day, mantleaef It  to 
th* homeaaxual Is causa af toaslan. Tha 
man who doesn't anjoy woman a* mucho* 
hIs hataraiaxual friends Is found fohlng 
hi a way through ovaryday Ufa. My prab- 
Iwn would bo In lotting myself not parsw 
cuta myself for th i* hypaerlay- I do not 
mind 1 ^  acllans If privacy is osaurad, 
bosad on mutual trust, froadom of faor 
of blackmail, etc.; |uat th* thought af not 
showing mysaif to my many Manda who 
think thoy know am. Of caurso. It Is for 
battor to put up with this strain and sovo 
my status thon bo honast to my daslruct- 
tan ._M r. D.FJ4., Illino is.
r e v ie w  EDITOR! If  iharo waro to coma 
about on orgonixotlon In Clovalund or 
Plltaburgh, I'd  gladly bacamo octlvo In 
It. Onfortunataly I ’m no orgonlxar aiyaalf 
ond I ’vo boon Ihvolvad In church work 
ond to oxtrlcota myaalf fr«" would ha 
difficult, hut at the risk of sounding aga- 
tlatlcal, l*va bean in soma way of aom* 
Infhianc* In hir.lharlng undaratonding of 
a ll minority groups. I da wlah you wall 
for I arali know that you all hovo dona 
maio to furthar undaratonding than I could 
hope to.— Mr. E .B .C ., Panna.
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What can we do to pat real meaning in̂  die finding of jobi and rriMb-
ilitation of sex offenders and veterans with less dian bononble d»- 
cbatges? ,:r J

This question will be the main tt^ic examined on a special day«loag 
progtam at the Eighth Annnal Coafanoce of the Mattachine Sodaiy, 
b e., to be held on Satuday, Sept. 4 at b e  Hotel fUtcomb, 1231 Iwket 
Street, San Francisco. The public b  bvited to attend. ^

Details'̂  and discussion of the Conference, iadadbg ober evente 
planned fa  Sept. 1-4 appear on pages 2 and 4 of b b  inane. Read bem 
carefully—end job us b  anrrther. public forum for pnblic service.
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Confereiee s  
Sept 1-4
MVw\

What can we do to put real meaning in the finding of jobs and rehab­
ilitation of sex offenders and veterans with less than honorable dis­
charges?

This question will be the main topic examined on a special day-long 
program at the Eighth Annual Conference of the Mattachine Society’ 
Inc., to be held on Saturday, Sept. 4 a t the Hotel Whitcomb, 1231 Market 
Street, San Francisco. The public is invited to attend.

Details and discussion of the Conference, inclnding other events 
planned f a  Sept. 1 -4  appear on pages 2 and 4 of this issue. Read them 
carefully—and join us in another public forum for public service.

i l l a t t a d i f n e  ^ c f c n ,  9k .
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