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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE BY THE 
-MATTACHINE SOCIETY

Available now from the National Headquarters of the Mattachine Soci­
ety are the following publications at the prices indicated. Please send 
remittance with order. All orders sent postpaid.

M A T T A C H IN E  SOCIETY TODAY  (Yellow Booklet of General Informa­
tion) 1958 Edition. 24 pages. Gives general outline of Society, aims and 
principles, how to form an Area Council, lists discussion group topics 
and ideas, tells brief history of Society and what Mattachine does. 25 
cents.

C O N ST ITU TIO N  AND BY-LAWS  (Blue Book of Official Information) 
1959 Edition. 16 pages. Contains revised crastitution, by-laws and 
articles of incorporation. 25 cents.

IN FOR M ATIO N FOLDERS;  “ In Case You Didn’t Know,”  and “ What 
Does Mattachine Do.” Designed to be used as companion mailing pieces. 
First tells of existence of homosexuality and purpose of Mattachine. 
Second desaibes in detail the projects and functions of the Society, 
along with the services it performs. 100 for $1.50; SO for $1.00; smaller 
quantities, 3 cents each. Unless specified, orders will be filled with 
an equal quantity of each.

YOUR  LEGAL RIGHTS  (adapted for Illinois law), 8 pages. Discusses 
rights of citizens, and outlines offenses as covered by statute in Illinois. 
25 cents.

ED U C A TIO N  HANDBOOK. Individual and Group Projects and Organiza­
tional Techniques. 1959 Edition. 64 pages, with semi-permanent soft 
cover. Compiled by Carl B. Harding, Director of Education, contains 10 
chapters and 7 appendices. Essential assistance for discussion leaders, 
Mattachine officers, and others concerned with, scope and problems of 
presenting a public education program on homosexual subjects. Lists 
hundreds of possible discussion topics, many sources of materials. 
$1.00 per copy. ! ,-.'w

In addition to Mattachine REVIEW  (Monthly)t the Society and its 
branch offices issue the following periodicals and newsletters:

IN T E R IM  -  Quarterly. National newsletter of the Society, subscription 
included with each full payment of national dues. Published and mailed
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Im tm  aoM^t TOm kt cuu
ProfeMor A. J. Ayer

ONE OF THE COOLEST and most dispassionate discussions favoring 
passage of Wolfenden recommendations in England last fall came from 
the pen of Philosopher A. J . Ayer (see page following). It appeared in 
the New Statesman, London, in November—one week before the Brit­
ish Parliament devoted a one-day debátelo the subject, then conven­
iently shelved it, saying that public opinion was not yet right for any 
legislative action on acceptance of the homosexual as recommended.

PROF. AYER’S ESSAY, although untimely now as concerns the debate, 
is  timeless so long as Wollenden recommendations are pending in Eng­
land, and so long as homosexual acts between consenting adults in 
the Western world remains a crime. We are pleased to present them for 
REVIEW readers.

THE AUTHOR is an active member of the Homosexual Law Reform 
Society in England. He was recently appointed to the ffykeham Pro­
fessorship of Logic at Oxford University. As one of Britain’s leading 
philosophers, he published “ Language, Truth and Logic”  in 1936 vrfien 
he was 25.

He represents the more modem outlook that, to put it crudely, any in­
tellectual inquiry, any philosophical study has a direct relation to real 
life. Prof. Ayer and the contemporary philosophers, both in England and 
in America, show that philosophers are not necessarily remote and in­
effectual.

A  LEADING BRITISH PHILOSOPHER 

CALMLY STATES THE CASE............

A. J. Ayer

Homosexuals and 
the Law

T HE Wolfenden Report is at last to be debated 
in parliament. As is now well known, it recom­
mends that the indulgence in homosexual rela­
tions, in private and with mutual consent, by 
men who have reached the age of 21 shall cease 
to be a criminal offence. Is there any good reason 
why this recommendation should not be carried
out?

There are various arguments which might be 
brought against it. It has been said, for instance, 
that public opinion is not ready for the change. 
As a statement of fact, this is not easy to discuss

'1,1.
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since no scientific inquiry into the state of public 
opinion on this question has yet been undertaken.
It is not known what answers people would give 
if the issue were put to them clearly. I think it 
probable indeed that a majority would be found 
to disapprove of homosexuality. The intolerance 
of sodomy goes back far into our history, and 
the false belief that all homosexuals are sodo­
mites is still widespread. But from the fact that 
a person disapproves of homosexual practices 
it does not follow that he thinks they should 
be treated as crimes. Such evidence as there 
is available, for example of the public’s reac­
tion to the Montagu case, does not suggest that 
there is"^general satisfaction with the way the law 
now operates or a strong majority opinion that it ^  
should not be changed.

Moreover, even if it were established that the 
majority of the public was in favour of leaving 
things as they are, this would not relieve the 
members of parliament from the responsibility of 
forming their own judgments and acting in ac­
cordance with them. They should take the state 
of public opinion into account, but they haw  not 
to be entirely guided by it. It is not and should 
not be a principle of government that social re­
form must wait upon a favourable j^ebisciic.
N o plebiscite dictated the reform of the Factory 
Acts in the 1870s. It is possible even that, had a 
vote been taken, a majority would have been found 
against reform: for many people believed that it 
was wrong and futile for the state to interfere 
in such economic questions, and many of the 
factory workers themselves were against the 
abolition of child labour, because they did not
6 mmttmeAime
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see how they could survive without the money 
that their children earned.

Yet I do not suppose that anyone would now 
maintain that these measures should not have been 
enacted until the public had received a sufficient 
education in economics. At the present time it 
would appear that a majority of the public is 
opposed to the abolition of capital punishment. 
But a member of parliament who voted to retain 
it only for this reason, when he himself thought 
on all othçr grounds that it ought to be abolished, 
would be acting wrongly. He would not be doing 
his duty by his constituents. For he represents 
them by pursuing, in the light of their opinions, 
what he honestly takes to be their interests, not 
by surrendering his judgment to theirs.

In the case of the laws against homosexual 
practices, this point comes out even more clearly 
than in the case of the death penalty for murder. 
I believe the abolitionists to be right in maintain­
ing that the existence of the death penalty is not 
a unique déterrent; but if they were wrong, the 
adoption of this measure, though still desirable 
for other reasons, would represent a cert^n dan­
ger to public security. On the other hand, no 
public interest is threatened by the measures which 
are advocated by the Wolfenden Committee. It is 
not to be supposed that male homosexuals would 
launch a campaign of proselytization or that they 
would be successful if they did. This has not 
happened in the case of female homosexuality, 
which is not an offence, though only the good 
sense of the House of Lords prevented it from 
being made one as recently as 1921 It is clear 
that young people must be protected from seduc-



tion by homosexuals no less than by hetero­
sexuals, but the Wolfenden Report provides for 
this. The exceptional attention which the Com­
mittee paid to this point is shown by its fixing the 
age of consent at 21, whereas in the case of 
heterosexual relations it is only 16.

The fact is that those who wish to maintain 
the existing laws against homosexual behaviour 
do not regard male homosexuals as a menace to 
them. They are moved rather by a feeling of 
repugnance for homosexual practices as such. But 
just among those in whom this feeling is strong­
est there is the least likelihood of its sources and 
its justification being rationally considered or dis­
cussed. It is seldom combined with any clear 
understanding of the psychological and social 
causes of homosexuality or of its effects.

A second argument which has been put forward 
is that it is ‘a serious step’ to reverse ‘provisions 
of the criminal law which have stood for a long 
time’. It is, indeed, a serious step: but the sug­
gestion that, if a law is bad, it is redeemed by 
being old is not a serious argument. Further, to 
talk of provisions which have stood for a long 
time is in this context slightly disingenuous. The 
present law concerning sodomy does derive from 
a statue of Henry VIII, which turned it in 1553 
from an ecclesiastical into a civil offence, though 
the penalties against it have been relaxed. No one 
has been hanged for sodomy since the 1830s, and 
though sentences of seven years’ imprisonment or 
more are still given in a few cases, the present 
maximum penalty of life imprisonment is not 
enforced. But Nowadays fewer male homosexuals 
are prosecuted for sodomy than for ‘gross in­

decency’, which was first made into a criminal 
offence in 1885. The clause was introduced by 
Henry Labouchere, who tacked it on to a statute 
dealing with prostitution and the female age of 
consent: it was passed without discussion in a 
thin House. Labouchere explained that it was 
intended to protect boys over the age of 13 from 
assault, but in fact it was used from the start to 
punish any form of homosexual conduct between 
consenting adults. Oscar Wilde received the maxi­
mum sentence of tWo years’ imprisonment for 
this new offence. There is reason to believe that 
Labouchere knew what he was about, but also 
that those who were swayed by him did not.

I do not think that a measure of this kind would 
pass, if it were now submitted to parliament for 
the first tim e: I doubt even whether the govern­
ment would wish to enact a law against sodomy 
as such, if one did not already exist. But this is 
consistent with their being unwilling to repeal 
these laws. The position taken is that you do not 
condone an evil by refusing to enact a law against 
it, for you may be held to consider that it is not 
the type of evil with which it is suitable for the 
law to deal; but that, when laws do exist against 
it, you condone it by repealing them. There is no 
logical distinction between these procedures: but 
it is assumed that there is a difference in their 
psychological effects.

The premise of this argument, that homosexual 
behaviour is wrong in itself, is accepted by many 
of those who reject its conclusion. I think it fair 
to say that I do not share this view. The reason 
which is most often given for it is that homo­
sexuality is unnatural. But if ‘unnatural means



‘uninstinctive’, this is biologically false, apart from 
the fact that what is uninstinctive need not be 
wrong. If ^unnatural  ̂ means uncommon, it is 
again false, and again what is ^com m on need 
not be wrong. If ‘unnatural’, in this context, just 
means ‘wrong’, there is no argument.

I do not deny that under present social condi­
tions the practice of homosexuality has many 
attendant evils; the moral isolation of homo­
sexuals which they try to overcome by establishing 
a kind of sexual freemasonry; the furtiveness 
which goes with their fear of being ridiculed or 
disgraced; the difficulty which they have in form­
ing stable and emotionally satisfying relationships. 
But it seems to me thk these evils result from 
the prevailing social attitude towards the practice 
of ^homosexuality, and especially from its being 
subject to legal sanctions, rather than from the 
intrinsic nature of any homosexual act.

However this may be, the important question 
which has now to be decided is not whether 
homosexual behaviour is a sin but whether it is 
a crime: and surely, so long as it occurs between 
consenting adults, it has none of the attributes of 
a crime. It is a maxim that the criminal law 
should not concern itself with people’s private 
lives except to repress conduct which is injurious 
to society or highly injurious to the persons who 
engage in it, and neither of these conditions is 
satisfied in the present case. N o adverse social 
effect has been observed in France or Belgium 
or the Scandinavian countries, in which the legal 
practice with regard to homosexuality is very 
much the same as that which is advocated by the 
Wolfenden Report. As for the personal effects,
]Q

if homosexuals are psychologically maladjusted, 
they might benefit by psychiatric treatment, as 
many heterosexuals also could. But whatever re­
adjustment they may need, it has not been found 
that treating them as criminals is an essential
means of bringing it about. , , . •

If it be granted that homosexual behaviour 
ought not to be considered a crime in itself, then 
the argument that to reform the laws against it 
would be to condone it appears very weak. It is 
questionable, in my opinion, whether it ought to 
be made subject to such very strong social repro­
bation : but experience in other fields shows that 
social reprobation can function effectively in the 
absence of legal sanctions. The very fact that 
many of the advocates of legal reform do 

' seriously believe that homosexual behaviour is 
wrong shows that legal and moral tolerance do 
not stand or fall together. ~

Once the arguments against the Wolfenden 
proposals have been disposed of̂  the case in their 
favour is surely overwhelming. At present the 
legal sanctions against homosexuality are not an 
effective deterrent: they are an encouragement 
to blackmail; and they operate most capriciously. 
It is arguable, indeed, that with the growth of 
psychological understanding fewer prosecutions 

• against homosexuals will be undertaken, so that 
the recommendations of the Wolfenden Commit­
tee will be adopted in practice even though they 
are rejected in principle. It may even come to the 
point where juries will refuse to convict. But is 
this thought to be desirable? Is it not better to 
have the courage to undertake reform than to 
allow the law to fall into contempt. ,
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T H E  G R E E N  A U T O M O B IL E

If I had a G reen  A utom obile
I'd go find m y old compar^ion 
in  h is  house on the W este tn  ocean .

. Hat Ha! Hal Ha! Ha!

I'd honk rr»y horn at h is  m an ly  gate, 
iils id e  h is  w ife and three  
cliild ren  spraw l naked

on the liv in g  room  flo o r .

He'd com e running out
to rhy car  fu ll of h ero ic  b eer  
and jump screa m in g  at the w heel 

,  ̂ fo r  he is  the g rea ter  d r iv er .

We'd p ilg r im a g e  to the h ig h est m ount
of our e a r lie r  R ocky M ountain v is io n s  
laughing in  each  o th ers a rm s,

d eligh t su rp a ss in g  the h igh est R o ck ies ,

and after o ld  agony, drunk with new y e a r s , 
bounding tow ard tlje snow y h orizon  
b lastin g  the dashboard with o r ig in a l bop 

hot rod  on the m ountain

w e'd  b atter  up the c loudy highw ay  
w here an gels of an x iety

c a r e e n  through the tr e e s
I and screa m  out of the engine.
I

We'd burn a ll n ight on the jackpine peak
se e n  from  D enver in  the su m m er dark, 
fo r e s t lik e  unnatural rad iance

I illum inating  the m ountaintop:

childhood youthtim e age & e tern ity
would open lik e  the sw eet tr e e s  
i,n the n ights of another spring  
^ and dumbfound u s w ith th e ir  lo v e ,

for we can se e  together
the beauty of sou ls  
hidden lik e  diam onds

in the c lo ck  of the w orld .

lik e  C h in ese  m a g ic ia n s can
confound the im m orta ls  
with our in te llec tu a lity

hidden in the m is t ,

in  the G reen A utom obile *
w hich I have invented  
im agined  and v is ion ed  ■

on the roads o f the w orld

m o re  r e a l than the engine
on a track  in  the d eser t  
purer than Greyhound and

sw ifter  than p h y sica l jetp lane.
t

D en ver! D en ver! w e 'll return
roaring  a c r o ss  the C ity & County B uild ing lawn  
which ca tch es the pure em era ld  flam e

stream in g  in  the wake of our auto.

T h is t im e  w e 'll buy up the c ity !
I cash ed  a g rea t check  in  m y sku ll bank 
to found a m ira cu lo u s  c o lle g e  of the body 

up on the bus term in a l roof.

But f ir s t  w e 'll d rive  the sta tion s of downtown, 
p oo lh a ll flophouse jazzjo ih t ja il 
w horehouse our way down F o lso m

to the d ark est a lle y s  of L a r im er

paying r e sp e c ts  to  D en v er 's  father  
lo s t  on the ra ilro a d  tra ck s .



stupor of wine and s ile n c e
hallow ing the slum  of h is  d eca d es ,

sa lu te  him  and h is sa in tly  su itca se  
of dark m u sc a te l, drink  
and sm ash  the sw eet b o ttles

on D ie s e ls  in  a lleg ia n ce .

T hen we go driving drunk on bou levard s
w here a rm ies  m arch  and s t i l l  parade  
staggerin g  under the in v is ib le  

banner of R ea lity  —

hurtling through the s tr e e t
in the auto of our fate
we sh are  an a rch an gelic  c ig a re tte

and te l l  each  o th ers fortu n es;

fa m es of su p ern atu ral illu m in ation , 
bleak  ra iny  gaps of tim e , 
grea t art lea rn ed  in  d eso la tio n

and we beat apart a fter  s ix  d eca d es  . .

and on an asphalt c r o ss r o a d , deal
with each  other in  p r in ce ly  
g en tlen ess  once m o re , r e c a llin g

fam ous dead ta lk s of o ther c it ie s .

The w in d sh ie ld 's fu ll of te a r s ,
rain  w ets our naked b r e a s t s ,  
we kneel togeth er  in  the shade

am id the tra ffic  of night in honkey-tonk
i ■ -

and now renew  the so lita r y  vow'
we m ade each  other take  
in  T ex a s , once:

I cannot in sc r ib e  h ere  . . .

How m any Saturday nights w ill be
m ade drunken by th is legen d ?
How w ill young D enver com e to  m ourn  

her forgotten  sexu a l an gel?

How m any boys w ill str ik e  the black  piano
in im ita tio n  of the e x c e s s  o f a n ative sain tJ^ i;

Or g ir ls  fa ll wanton under h is  sp ec tre  in  the high  
sch o o ls  of m elan ch o ly  night?

While a ll the tim e in E tern ity
in  the wan ligh t of th is p o em 's radio  
w e 'll sit,b eh in d  forgotten  shades

hearkening the lo s t  jazz  of a ll Saturdays.

N ea l, w e 'll be r e a l h ero es  now
in a war betw een  our cock s and tim e: 
le t 's  be the angels of the w orld 's  d e s ir e ,

take the w orld to bed with us b efo re  we die.

S leep ing a lon e, or w ith com panion,
g ir l or fa iry  sheep  or dream .
I'll fa il of laojclove, you, sa tiety :

a ll m en  fa ll, our fa th ers fe l l  b efore .

But r e su r r e c t in g  that lo s t  f le sh
is  but a m om en t's work of m ind: 
an a g e le s s  m onum ent to love  

in the im agination .

W e'll shudder in  D enver and endure
though blood and w rink les blind our ey es  
- m e m o r ia l  built out o f our own bod ies

consum ed by the in v is ib le  poem .

So th is G reen A utom obile:
I g ive  you in fligh t i
a p re sen t, a p resen t

from  m y im agination .

We w ill go riding
over the R ock ies, 
w e 'll go on riding

a ll night long until dawn,

then back to  your ra ilro a d , the SP
your house & your ch ildren  
and b roken leg  d estin y

you 'll r id e  thru the p la in s

in  the m orn ing , and back
to m y v is io n s , m y o ffice  
and E a stern  apartm ent

I'll retu rn  to  N ew  York.

N ew  York 1954
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pornography and obsceni.y  -  if ibese  things really  do ex is t -  need to be controlled, we 

f irs , have to know wha. .hey are. D efinitions of th ese  terms are woefully hard to come by, 

v irtua lly  non-existent. In 1957. the American Law Institu te  spent considerab le  ..m e at­

tem pting .0  define obsceni.y . Wha. was .be result? No definition a . a ll came from th is 

group of our n a tion 's leading ju ris ts and legal minds. If judges and attorneys c a n 't  define 

it. then  how can we expect an in telligen t definition from the average postm aster, policem an 

Of churchworker? T h a t 's  the riddle.

by JOHN LOGAN

HIGHER POSTAL RATES... 
TO PAY FOR CENSORSHIP?.

“ The recent ca ll for postage 
increases by Postm aster General 
Summerfield and President E isen­
hower might be unnecessary if the 
Postoffice department would come 
off a lot of its  attempts to censor 
what Americans can read and re­
ceive by m ail,”  a bookseller told 
me tl)e other day.

“ These efforts at censorship 
seldom succeed, they tie  up a lot 
of legal experts paid by the go­
vernment, and result in a lot of 
expensive court tria ls that spell 
economic w aste,”  he continued. 
“ And these efforts by the post- 
office, it would seem, go beyond 

I the lim its desired by a majority of 
the American people. They are in
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direct opposition to recent events 
in the publishing industry and the 
courts, wherein many books and
writings formerly denied the Amer­
ican public are now coming into 
general circu lation .”

For instance. Lady C batterley's 
Lover, by D. H. Lawrence, and 
The Black Diaries attributed to 
Sir Roger Casement, both long 
suppressed in theU .S . and Europe, 
are now published in complete, 
unexpurgated American editions 
by Grove P ress  of New York. In a 
consistent pattern, banned maga­
zines, for the most part, are de­
clared unmailable in lower courts, 
but these decisions ate  reversed 
in the Federal Supreme Court,

muauUUmt I k B V I K W

Typical of the screaming cen­
sorship efforts is the voice of 
Postm aster Otto K. Olesen of Los 
Angeles. In the Hollywood Citizen  
News recently he was quoted as 
calling for stiffer postal laws to 
be invoked in “ trapping”  what 
Olesen called the “ flow of smut” 
out of Southern California.

“ I have been a defendant in 26 
civil actions during the past three 
y ea rs ,”  Olesen said, “ and not 
morethan three or four of the judge­
ments were favorable to the post- 
o ffice.”  In one suit l|e referred t(  ̂
magazines aimed at |homosexuals 
of both sexes were ordered banned 
from the mails in a local judge­
ment, and then allowed to be 
mailed by a reverse decision of 
the Supreme Court. (This is  the 
case involving One, Inc., suc­
cessfully  handled by Attorney 
Eric Julbet of Los Angeles. One 
or two nudist publications under 
fire were cleared in the same high 
court decision.

It would seem that Postm aster 
Olesen of Los Angeles is  in the 
middle of the same dilemma faced 
by postal authorities and censor­
ship groups everywhere: He wants 
to clean “ smut”  out of the mails, 
but there’s no clear definition of 
ju st what smut is . Too often the 
label is  tagged onto any periodi­
cal or publication which the post­
master, a PTA group, or some
church organizatiom doesn’t like. 
And therein lies the problem, We 
agree with other  ̂ high-placed 
spokesmen that it isYar better to 
permit use of the mails on a broad

scale  rather than to deny mailing 
privileges to a number of publica­
tions which may (and generally 
would) include worthwhile mate­
rial that is  called “ obscene”  only 
because some small group disap­
proves of it. Most sex education 
publications would fall in this 
category.

Opponents of censorship have 
long pointed out that there is no 
better criterion for acceptance than 
the buying public itse lf. Look at 
the case of the so-called scan­
dal”  magazines. Three short years 
ago there were some 14 or more 
title s  on the newsstands, a ll lurid, 
sensational, and reeking of private 

I sex adventures of famous person- 
a litie s . Today there are six at 
most remaining, and they have all 
become tame and insipid. Circu­
lation which approached three 
million copies for one such maga­
zine at its  peak, has dropped, to 
le ss  than a tenth of that figure.

No, the constant harrassment 
of government bureaucrats is not 
an answer to either the smut pro­
blem or the postoffice deficit. 
The first would more properly take 
care of itse lf if left to the good 
judgement of a thinking citizen­
ship, and the second would great­
ly reduce itse lf if the waste of 
constant court battles could be 
eliminated and a slowdown ordered 
for the postal officials, young 
federal attorneys, and others de­
termined to make political hay for 
them selves in the guise of pro­
tecting the nation’s changing mo- 

rflls*



■ FAMOUS FIRST L A M E N T .. , . --------------------------------------- -

**Wha.t's in  it for MS?’*
“ Why d o n 't you hovem or« thon 280 mem­

b e rs ,* ’  someone asked us the  o th e r doy 
when we w ere try in g  to  e n l is t  him  In  the  
o rg o n lio t lo n . “ I th in k  I ' l l  w o lt and jo in  
when you ge t more members, when you

he is  —

We have h it  fea r and apathy many tim es 
o s  h igh  hurd les  In prom oting  th e  M otto - 
c h in e  ideo , bu t seldom  do we harp on the  
s e lf is h n e s s  we o ften  see d is p la y e d  be­
cause i t 's  n o t o p le a sa n t th in g  to  loce . 
B u t the re  I t  is , som etim es. I t  is  reported  
in  many le tte rs  from readers _  readers In ­
te re s te d  in  s to rtin g  o ch ap te r o r broneh 
□reo .counc il o f the  S oc ie ty  In  th e ir  c i ty .  
S o o fte n th e y  canno t b ring  fou r more o f th e ir  
unders tand ing  and sym pothetie  fr ie n d s  to  
jo in  .them In e re c tin g  a sm a ll bu t con ­
s tru c tiv e  edu ca tio na l p ro je c t and s o c ia l 
s e rv ic e  nuc leus to  a id  the  o lt -w o llin g  ho­
m oph iles  _  a l l  because the  o the rs  a sk , 
■•What’ s In i t  fo r M E ? " A nd  th e  answ er 
m ust som etim es be sharp: " N o th in g . "

N o th in g , th a t is ,  but a chance to  grow , 
to  h e lp  o th e rs , to  lea rn , and to  Im prove 
o n e 's  own persorw I ad ju s tm e n t and a ccep t­
ance  o f re a lity  in  o w o rld  o f  jp s t r ic t iv e  
and re p re ss ive  sexua l to b o os . A n rfo  chance 
lo  h e lp  erase these  ta b o os . E ffe c t in g  th is  
b e tte r persona l a d ju s tm e n t and s o c ia l 
change. I t  seems to  us , is  a m igh ty w o rth ­
w h ile  g a in . We see so many fr ie n d s  and 
ne ighbo rs  w hose liv e s  w ou ld  be in f in i te ly  
more p ro d u c tive , rew ord ing  and hoppy I f  
th e y  could  o n ly  o c h ie v o  a w orko b le  s e lf­
accep tan ce  ond s e lf-u n d e rs ta n d in g .

B u t the re  i t  is .  Y e t in  the  m eantim e, the  
“ d ed ica ted  co re ”  o f th is  o rg a n iz a tio n  in 
the  n a tio n a l o f f ic e  and va rio u s  area coun­
c i ls  con tin u e s  to  s tru g g le . P o s it iv e  pro­
g ress  Is  v is ib le ,  b u t the re  is  no f in a li ty  
o f ach ievem en t anyw here  In  s ig h t. So the  
S o c ie ty  keeps on try in g  to  In te re s t more 
and more peop le  In m em bership, more and 
more a d u lts  to  unde rtake  the  in c re a s in g  
ta s k s  fo r v o lu n te e r w o rke rs , ond more ond

more faithful supporters to contribute to 
far-from-adequate finances.

Here ore some of the Society’s  accom p­
lishm ents of the pas t year, a part of the 
record thot i» growing every day:

Appeorance on s ix  rad io  ond te le v i­
s ion  program s on th e  E a s t and W est coasts- 
w ith  nomed re p re se n ta tives  v o ic in g  M otto - 
ch in e  a im s a lo n g s id e  re s p o n s ib le  ond re­
spected  p ro fe ss io n a l spokesmen who hove 
a ls o  c o lle d  fo r p u b lic  o tte n tlo n  ond o c tio n  
on cu rren t so c io -se xu o l problemse

2 . S evera l fa vo ra b le  re po rts  in  new spa­
pers , m ogoxines and p ro fe s s io n a l jo u m o ls  
have been pub lishe d  in  the  U* S- and C an­
ada* These  o r t ic le s  hove em phasixed the  
se rio u s  a im s o f  the  S o c ie ty , and hove du ly  
no ted  the  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  i t  Is  perfo rm ing , 
( In te rv ie w s  w h ich  may re s u lt in  more fov - 
o ra b le  p u b lic ity  fo r  the  S oc ie ty  hove been 
mode by tw o  la rge  n a tio n a l p u b lic o tio n s *)

3* S ponsorsh ip  o f  more i^a n  100 pub­
l ic  le c tu re s , forum s and panel d is c u s s io n s  
in e ig h t c i t ie s  during  12 m onths, a t  w h ich  
thousonds o f  In te re s te d  o d u lts  hove  In ­
c reased  th e ir  know ledga  and und e rs ta n d in g  
o f  them se lves  and fe llo w  humon b e ings,

4. P u b lic a tio n  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f more 
than 75,000  p e r io d ic a ls , b o o k le ts , fo ld e rs , 
e tc *, o i l  re la tin g  to  on oceep tonce  o f true  
fa c ts  abou t human sex b eh a v io r. T h is  In- 
cu ld e s  th e  R EVIEW , a n o tio n o l q ua rte rly  
and e ig h t m onth ly  n e w s le tte rs - th e  la rg e s t 
to ta l vo lum e o f In fo rm a tion  on hom osex­
u a lity  issued  by any o rg o n lz o tlo n  any­
w here.

5. A id  on reseorch p ro je c ts  In o t le a s t 
s ix  u n iv e rs it ie s  ond co lle g e s  from co as t 
to  co os t, conducted by p ro fe s s io n a l re ­
search experts  or s tuden ts  in  odvonced 
p s y c h o lo g y —a ll  se ek in g  s p e c if ic  answ ers  
to  sex beh a v io r problem s w ith  w h ich  our 
e n tire  s o c ie ty  Is concerned-

6 . D ire c t o ld  and s e rv ic e  to  hundreds o f 
men and women o f o i l  oges, su p p ly in g  In ­
fo rm a tion  on leg a l o ld , ve te rans prob lem s, 
fa m ily  d if f ic u l t ie s ,  em ploym ent, the rapeu ­
t ic  co u n se lin g , e tc . T h is  is  p r in c ip a lly  o 
re fe rra l s e rv ic e , and Is  o p e ra tiv e  in  a l l  
a reas w here  M a tto ch lne  branches a re  lo - 
co te d . In  Son F ro n e isco  o le n e , more than 
300 such s o c ia l s e rv ic e  coses w ere hand­
led in  1958, mdny In coop e ra tion  w ith  loca l 
a ge n c ies . Mony o ff ic e  c a lls  o re  from  per­
sons loca ted  o il  o ve r the  U. S ., and hun­

dreds more seek answ ers to  these  problem 
s itu o tio n s  by m a ll.

7 . C ooperation  ond lia is o n  work w ith  
mony p u b lic o g e n c le s , p r iv a te  fou n da tio n s , 
m edico l g roups, and p ro fe ss io n a l se rv ice  
personnel In re la ted  f ie ld s .  H ere many 
m eetings hove been he ld  w ith  represen to - 

j l l t iv e s  o f the  c le rg y , c o rre c tio n a l o ffic e s  
" and in s t itu t io n s , hea lth  deportm ents, men- 
I  ta l h e a lth  se e fe tie s , c l in ic s ,  e tc ., and in 
¡*som e cases w ith  p u b lic  o f f ic ia ls  ond leg- 

is lo to r s - a l i  w ith  a v ie w  to  broadening 
m utual understand ing  o f the  hom osexual 
and h is  ad jus tm en t problem s.

T h is  is  a b r ie f h ig h lig h t o f the  p o s itiv e  
record . THESE A R E  THINGS M A T T A - 
C H IN E  IS DOING N O W -no f th in g s  we 
hope to  do somedoy*

* *  *

To  dote , th is  w ork has been accom p­
lish e d  on the  m ost meager budget im ogln- 
o b le . In the  n o tio n a l heodquorte rs a lone , 
there  was on ly  $7500 to  spend in m ain­
ta in in g  an o ff ic e , b u ild in g  a llo ro ry , and 
do ing  a l l  the  th in g s  a tte n d an t to  the  oper-
otion of the Society, INCLUDING the err
t i r e  p roduction  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f  the  R E­
VIEW . A reo C o u n c ils , w ith  co rrespond ing ­
ly  a c tiv e  programs and p ro je c ts , hod even 
sm a lle r annua l budgets, a l l  covering  12 
months o f 1958.

No one w os paid one cent o f  sa la ry  In 
th is  pe riod . N o th ing  wos spen t to  re im ­
burse  o ff ic e rs  and members fo r la rge  a- 
m ounts expended on tra v e l to  conven tions  
and group m eetings in  d is ta n t c i t ie s .  B u t 

f i f u l l  tim e  o ff ic e  s e rv ic e  In Son F ra n c isco  
and the  p ra c tic a l e q u iv o le n t o f  th o t in 

I  New  Y ork  w ere made p o s s ib le  by a ded i- 
V co ted  s ta f f  a t no c o s t to  the  S o c ie ty ,

On Jonuory 1, 1959, th e  n o tio n a l o ffice  
in  San F ra n c isco , how ever, hod to  meet 
the  cha lle ng e  o f on Im p o ss ib le  w ork  lood 
w ith th e h ir in g o f  a fu ll- t im e  p d m in is tro tiv e  
a s s is to n t (bu t o f a wage le s t  than th a t 
fo r 0 s e c re to rlo l tra in e e  or o ff ic e  boy In  a 
p riv ó te  b u s in e s s .) T h is  m eant one th in g :

Mere funds MUST come In  to  m oke pos­
s ib le  th e  continued  se rv ice s  we e re  c o lle d  
upon to  perform .

W ith 0 m em bership th a t has a lm o s t doub­
led w ith in  the  yeor (bu t s t i l l  than
300) port o f th is  g rea te r f in o n c lo l base 
Is  b u ilt. ' M ogozine and n e w s le tte r  sub­
s c r ip t io n s  o re  Inc re o s in g  in  the  a reas, but 
these  a re  s t i l l  fa r  short o f  m eeting  d ire c t 
m a te ria l and postage c o s ts . Severa l good 
fr ie n d s  o f the  S oc ie ty  hove made o u tr ig h t 
s u b s to n tlo l fin o n c lo l d ono tions ; a few  
ore fa i th fu l ly  c o n tr ib u tin g  m onth ly  p ledges. 
B u t everi th e s e  o re  n o t enough.

More Incom e m ust be o b ta in e d . I t  m ust 
come v e ry  soon. A lrea d y  thq  S oc ie ty  Is 
fo i l in g  behind In paying  cu rren t b i l ls  In 
Its  n o tio n a l heodquorte rs, even though 
every p o s s ib le  Item has been s lashed  to  
the  m inim um . T h is  connot co n tin u e  I f  the  
v o ic e  o f  M a ttoch lne  and i ts  p u b lic  se rv ic e  
is  to  be m ain ta ined  a t  the  poce demonded.

T h a t's  where readers o f the  R ev iew  and 
our fr ie n d s  everywhere^com e in . Y o u r h e lp , 
os we have s o lic ite d  and rece ive d  i t  In the  
post. Is  needed aga in .

We m ust ra is e  app ro x im ate ly  $3000 w ith ­
in the  n e x t 6 0  «¿y» over our re gu la r In­
come to  ca tch  up. T h is  meons we m ust 
have  more new and renew al m em berships, 
su b s c rip tio n s , and c o n tr ib u tio n s .

Those  fo rtu n a te  enough to  avo id  the  
d is a s te r w h ich  h its  many In d iv id u a ls  may 
find I t  hard to  b ring  them se lves  to  bock 
our p ro je c t w ith  d o lla rs . B u t few . I f  any, 
reoders o f th is  message w ou ld  be ab le  to  
re fuse  u i  I f  they know  the  d e ta ils  o f the  
a s s is ta n c e  g iven  by th is  o rgo n lzo tlo n  In 
many hundreds o f  in d iv id u o l coses. They 
w ou ld  be moved to  moke a c o n trib u tio n  
to  keep these  Im portan t se rv ice s  going . 
Won’ t  you s e r io u s ly  w eigh  the  va lu e  o f 
our program and our accom p lishm ents ond 
and he lp  us across  th o t o w fu l gap th a t 
o n ly  your d e llo rs  con bridge? C on trib u ­
t io n s , su bscrib in g  m em berships, m ogaxine 
su b sc rip tio n s  and support fo r Area Coun-

c l ls — we need them now . We b e lie ve  tho t 
you  w i l l  once ogo ln  come to  our o ld , |u s t 
as  many^^pi you have done In th e  post.
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For almost a month, the most electrifying drama in the London thea­
tre has been the one playing outside the theatres and involving the
peopli- in it. . ,

Homosexuality has aroused a frenzy of debate and it was an article 
in London’s Daily Express which started it off. The London Express 
has a circulation of four millions, twice that of the Daily New^ in Mew
York. . , . , •In asStory that had a large black heading: “Isn t it about time some­
one said this . . . plainly and frankly? ;John Deane Potter, feature 
wHiter on the Express, issued the call: “I say the homosexuals should 
be driven from their positions of theatrical power.”

Two days later, playwright John Osborne (“Look Back In Anger ) 
came to the “defense’’ of homosexuals, first lashing back at critic 
Potter, and then himself saying: the public and the critics have en­
couraged “itueer theatre,” and that he detests it and has been fighting 
it.

The issue has in recent months emerged from the whispering stage 
to the big subject of the day. This has been because the London police 
has begun arresting many famous men iff the theatre. The latest a r­
rest and fine involved John Cranko, whose revue "Cranks’ was seen 
on Broadway last season.

Below are reprinted Potter’s and Osborne’s articles in their entirety. 
They appeared in the Express in the issues of April 9 and 10th.

ISH'T IT ABOUT TIME SOMEONE SAID TH IS ...
PLAINLY AND FRANKLY By John Deane Potter
(Reprinted from tbe London Daily Express, Thursday, April 9, 1959) 

Capitals and boldface type are tbe author’s.

(!■-

I read with dismay the news yes­
terday that a 31-year-old South 
African called John Cranko was 
fined £10 at Marlborough-street 
police court. ,/

I t was hot the fin^. It was the 
- man and the offence. Because he 
^pleaded guilty to a crime which 

has become known as the West 
Side vice.

Cranko is the latest on the list 
of famous stage names who have 
been found guilty of this squalid 
behaviour. He is a talented man of 
the theatre. He was the co-author 
of the spectacularly successful re­
vue “Cranks.”

The private lives of people, 
whether they are a brilliant ballet 
designer and author like Cranko, 
or an ordinary office worker on the 
6.15, should, according to the Wol­
fenden Report, be their own busi­
ness. But this question is public 
business.

It has become a sour common­
place in the West End theatre that 
unless you are a member of an 
unpleasant freemasonry your chan­
ces of success are often lessened.

For the theatre is far too full 
of people belonging to a secret 
brotherhood.

Most of them are not tortured 
misfits. They do not want psy­
chiatric treatment or cures.

They live complacently in their 
own remote world, with its shrill 
enthusiasms.

Bat they are evil. For two rea­
sons.

One is their PERSONAL POW­
ER.

Corruption is an outmoded word 
that used to be thundered with hell- 
fire vigour from Victorian pulpits. 
Now this West End weakness is 
the subject of sophisticated wit.

Their chi-chi world may seem 
remote from the normal theatre­
goer. Eliccept for this.

If your son wants to go on the 
stage—what will his future be? It 
is a shivering thought.

So many talented young men 
have said to me: “It is no good 
in the theatre unless you are camp. 
You must be queer to get on.”

Thbse are just two expressions 
from the cryptic slang they use 
to describe the social disease from 
which they suffer.

The boy, whatever his talents, 
may become bitter and frustrated.

Or worse. He does not have to 
travel far along the corridors of 
the West End back-stage to' meet 
the smooth, unspoken proposition. 
He may, through ambition, try to 
play along with it. And, make no 
mistake, many of these men take 
pleasure in corrupting the young.

Danger number two is their 
PROFESSIONAL POWER.

Some of the stuff they produce 
is beautiful, witty, and clever. But 
too often they try to. foist upon the 
public a false set of values.

What is often received with trills 
ofi"praise by the closed Wejt End 
se]̂  remains puzzling to the formal 
mind of the average theatregoer 
who is unaware of the lace-like in­
tricacies of the decor or the ob­
scure oddities of the plot.

And the theatre has an expensive 
flop on its hands.

No one likes to indulge in a 
Jehovah-like loftiness about other 
people’s  lives.

But I repeat: these are evil men. 
They have spun their web through 
the West End today until it is a 
simmering scandal.

I say they should be driven from 
their positions of theatrical power.

20 mu ti t te fUme 21



A REPLY BY JOHN OSBORNE.TO JOHN DEANE POTTER

(Reprinted from the London Daily Express, Friday, April 10, 1959)

Air. Osborne’s reply is  printed in its  entirety.

On this page In yesteday’s 
Daily Express John Deane Pot­
ter made a vigorous attack on 
what he called “an unpleasant 
freemasonry” in the theatre. 
This is a reply received by the 
Daily Express yesterday from 
Britain’s foremost young play­
wright :—
“One of the reasons I choose to 

live in this country is that how­
ever restrictive popular feelings 
may be at any time, however 
threatened my personal liberty, it 
js here in Britain that I shall have 
the best opportunity to defend my­
self—because the kindness and in­
dignation that help to make up a 
simple instinct for justice belong 
to most people here.

If I thought that the article pub­
lished in yesterday’s Daily Express 
did not disgust most of your read­
ers—apart from a trusted minority 
—I should be very unhappy.

I should like to attack this dis­
graceful piece, and for once I feel 
that I might be speaking for a 
majority.

Let us look at what has happen­
ed. A man is fined for importuning 
men in the streets. He is fined, and 
justly, for making himself a nuis­
ance. His behaviour is boring and 
irritating to his fellow citizens.

This deserves a fine, but not a 
solemn, idiotic threat of imprison­
ment from the magistrate.

Contact with the law in these 
circumstances is never pleasant to
any sensitive maji or woman. The 
offender is a few pounds poorer, 
probably tired and unhappy, and 
feels pretty foolish.

For such an offence—in which, 
mark this, no one has suffered harm 
or'damage—it is sufficient.

However, the offender in this 
case happens to be a celebrity '(a 
friend of royalty) and, worse, he 
works in the theatre. The result? 
He is exposed in the front page 
of the biggest national daily news­
paper and attacked indecently on 
the leader page, and the witch- 
hunting season is with us again.

“These are evil men . . . They 
should be driven from their posi­
tions of theatrical power.”

The whole position and the fal­
lacy of it is exposed in these two 
sentences.

First; ‘These are evil men.”
Let us really speak the truth, 

which is this: many men prefer 
the sexual companionship of men 
t¿ women. To an unthinkable he­
terosexual it may seem incompre­
hensible, but it is inescapable.

Like prostitution, it has always 
been with us. It is a fact of living, 
it is a firm pattern of history. It 
is a factor of civilization in the 
same way as money or marriage.

Surely we don’t  need to go over 
what has become a dull but unde­
niable argument, which, summed 
up, amounts to this: without such 
people the world would have been 
a poorer place, and art, philosophy, 
and literature, would have suffered 
most of all.

1 challenge the honesty and mo­
rality of an> man or newspaper 
that brands such men as “evil.” 
This is the legend of Christian mo­
rality and it is only kept alight by 
the desire to burn, not to purify.

It is surely a simple-minded a t­
titude to life and human beings to 
believe such primitive judgments.

A man’s or woman’s sexual pref­
erence are his own concern until 
he tries to force or impose them on 
others. Wisdom, decency, humani­

ty, and talent have never, thank 
heaven, been the preserve of the 
chaste.

The second proposition, “they 
should be driven from their posi­
tions of theatrical power,” is de­
testable, because it combines a mis­
conception (rf both morality and 
art.

Ever since I started work in 
the theatrical profession I have 
tried to attack the dominance of 
homosexuals in all its fields.

I have done this because I be­
lieve this domination has been dam­
aging to an art I love, not because 
I believe in the silly, childish myth 
of “evil men.”

It seems to me that most homo­
sexual art tends to be—or at least 
to become—over-traditional, con­
servative, narrow, parochial, self- 
congratulatory, narcissistic.

This has been particularly true 
of the English theatre, which has 
been indeed dominated by highly 
talented homosexuals.

The result was stagnation in the

form of unreal chintzy plays, gor­
geous decor, and a glamorous se­
lection of theatrical lords and la­
dies glittering over all.

I detest this kind of theatre 
and all things it represents and 
defends, and I shall go on attack­
ing it becau.se it is bad, boring, and 
unadventurous art.

For'the answer is simple: if he­
terosexual art (if there is such a 
strange thing) is better, let us pro­
duce some.

But if any lout makes the pre­
tence of charging at them with 
some blunted old barbaric lance of 
morality. I will defend their liberty 
to work and live as freely as that 
of my own friends.

And remember: who has en­
couraged and, indeed, demanded 
this Queers Theatre? The public, 
slavishly encouraged by the critics.

If the “evil men” were to be 
driven out, theatregoers would have 
a pretty poor time of it. In fact, 
most theatres would go dark next 
week.

H o w  d o e s  It  
f o o l  t o  b e  
" d i f f e r e n t *  

f r o m  m o s t  
y o u n g  m e n ?
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ual and' in love with another youth. 
A com passionate and candid novel 
about what it  is like to discover this 
" d if fe te n tn e ss”  at an early age, 
and exceptionally well presented 
by a gifted and perceptive young 
writer. This book has been praised 
by the literary press and c ritic s  in 
both the U. S. and England, as a 
work of literary art and unusually 
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albert ellis, ph.il.
CRITIQUE: ” THE HOMOSEXUAL IN OUR SO C IETY '’

PsycholO |(i$t, Author and Marriage Counselor Albert E llis  of New York read the booklet 
transcrip t of the KPFA radio broadcast, Tbe H om osexual in Our Socie ty , and came up 
with pointed comments on some of th e  sta tem ents therein. The broadcast, a ired  on the 
s ta tio n  tw ice in late 1958., was in two parts and moderated by E lsa  Knight Thompson.
In the firs t, p an e lis ts  d isc u sse d  the role of the hom osexual in soc iety . Heard were 
a ian ch e  M. ilaker. M.D.i Ph.D ., p sych ia tris t: Harold C a ll, ed itor, Mattaebine R eview , 
an4 Mrs. Leah G ailey, housewife. In the second half, four p a n e lis ts  d isc u sse d  the ro le  
of soc ie ty  in understanding its  hom osexuals. P a n e lis ts  were Karl M. Bowman, M.D., 
former p resident of the American Psychiarric A ssociation  and d irector of Langley Potter 
C lin ic , School of Medicine, U niversity of C alifornia; Dr. Frank Beach, J r ., p rofessor of 
psychology. U niversity of California; Or. David H. Wilson, p rofessor of crim inology. 
U niversity of C alifornia; and Morris Lowenthal, attorney.

Booklets of the transcrip t are availab le  through the REVIEW or Pan-<itaphic P re ss  
at S I .00 pet copy.

I have been asked to comment on 
the pamphlet, The Homosexual in our 
Society, which consists of the trans- 
ctipt of a program broadcast on 
November 2, 1958 by radio station 
KPFA-FM in Berkeley, California. 
My thoughts in connection with this 
pamphlet lead me to make some gen­
eral observations on the serious dan­
gers inherent in confusing the defend­
ing of an individual’s right to engage 
in homosexual acts with the denying 
that exclusive homosexuals are in­
variably emotionally disturbed indi­
viduals who ate in need of treatment 
rather than persecution.

On the whole, I find the discussion 
in The Homosexual in Our Society 
quite intelligent; andthepoints against 
legal and socio-economic harrassment 
of homophiles, made mainly by Dr, 
Karl M, Bowman and Morris Lowen­
thal, are most pertinent and are the 
meat of the pamphlet. At the same
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time, I finjd that.as usual. Dr. Blanche 
M. Baker shows no understanding 
whatever of how disturbed exclusive 
homosexuals are and that she consis­
tently leans over backward, in an 
obviously biased and over-emotional- 
ized manner that ill becomes a prac­
ticing psychiatrist, to apologize for 
and deny the sickness that is  inherent 
in fixed homosexuality.

Dr. Baker, for example, claims that 
fixed honophiles have no potential 
for heterosexual relationships (p. 11). 
But in the past several years I have 
worked with over a score of one hun­
dred per cent homosexuals, including 
several sex-role inverts (popularly 
known as “ fairies” ); and I have not 
only induced these individuals, through 
intensive psychotherapy, to enjoy het­
erosexual relationships, but several 
of them have shown little or no fur­
ther interest in homosexuality and 
have become one hundred per cent

matUuiíM e

heterosexuals.
Dr. Baker, again, states that e i^  

elusive homosexual attraction is 
“ a deep, biological problem”  (p. 11). 
A good many physiological, biochem­
ical, and psychological studies of 
homosexuals have been made during 
the last quarter of a century and they 
have almost unanimously shown that 
homophilism is definitely not a bio­
logical but is  distinctly d psychogenic 
problem. The only contrary evidence 
is a highly suspect study by Franz 
Kallman, which essentially shows 
that if one member of a pair of identi­
cal twins is  schizophrenic or other­
wise severely disturbed, his twin bro­
ther will also be similarly disturbed. 
Since shcizophrenics usually have 
disordered sexuality, if one of these 
disturbed identical twins is homosex­
ual, the other will also tend to be 
homosexual. Kallman’s study, with 
its highly non-typical sample of sub­
jects, presents some evidence for a 
distinctly tenuous and indirect “ bio­
logical” factor in homosexuality; but 
all other recent studies conclusively 
indicate that homophilism is learned 
and not inherited.

Dr. Baker goes on to state that ho­
mosexuals are “ almost  ̂universally 
gifted people” (p. 12). Tljis is  clear­
ly a most exaggerated statement, and 
completely ignores the fact that hun­
dreds of thousands of homophiles are 
shiftless, unproductive, and nnerea- 
tive in actual practice, even though 
they may theoretically (like most hu­
man beings) have some esthetic or 
inventive potential. The only scien­
tific study of the creativity of homo­

sexuals that seems to have been 
made is a study of my own irtiich 
is  soon to appear in the Jotmal of 
Clmical Psychology, and which fairly 
concluaively shown that fixed homo 
sexuals, and particnlnrly sex-role in­
verts, are significantly less aeative 
than a matched group of heterosexuals. 
The main reason for this, as the study 
indicates, is  that homosexuals tend 
to be so severely disturbed emotion­
ally that their aeative potential is 
rarely actualized.

Finally, Dr. Baker notes that many 
are'i*fully adjusted”  (p. 13). Where 
Dr. ^ k a  finds these “ fully adjust­
ed”  homophiles, I know not. My own 
acquaintanceship (quite aside from 
my contacts with my homosexual pa­
tients) .includes scores of exclusive 
homosexuals -including many writers, 
artists, ac ta s , scientists, and (sadly 
enough) psychologists and psychia­
trists. I know not one of these indi­
viduals who is  even remotely “ fully 
adjusted.”  The best adjusted homo­
sexual, by far, vriiom 1 have evei; met 
is  Donald Webster Cory; and he, sig­
nificantly enough, has been able to 
maintain a satisfactory hetaosexual 
marital relationship, in addition to 
his homosexual participations, during 
the past many years.

When I read nonsense on homosex­
uality, such as that which Dr. Baker 
has written and stated on many oc­
casions, 1 frankly become suspicious 
of the personal allepances of the 
writer or speaks. Almost invsiably, 
I have found that rash and unscienti­
fic apologists for exclusive homo­
sexuality are e ith s  themselves homo- 
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erotic, or are closely related to ho- 
mophiles,orhave some other personal 
stake in making their unfounded state­
ments. The prototype of this kind of 
writer was the famous sexologist, 
Magnus Hirschfeld, \riio was a prac­
ticing homosexual himself, and who 
consequently wrote hardly a sane 
word about the causes and treatment 
of homophilism. Occasionally, I run 
across a thoroughgoing heterosexual, 
such as my friend. Dr. Harry Benja­
min, who sincerely (and I am quite 
certain wrongly) believes that even 
transsexualists, such as the famous 
Christine Jorgensen,, may be “ fully 
adjusted.”  But the vast majority of 
writers \^o  contend that fixed homo­
sexuals are not neurotic or psychotic 
in many instances, turn out to be, 
inter^tingly enough, personally pre­
judiced by their own homophilic pro­
clivities. And this, alas, goes for most 
of the physicians and psychologists 
who, ostrich-like, ignore theiobvious 
sickness of fixed deviants.

This is no place to go into the de­
tails of why all fixed or exclusive 
homosexuals are invariably neurotic, 
since I have explained this in my 
books, The American Sexual Tragedy 
and Sex Without Guilt and in several
papers published in One, the Matta-
cbine Review, and other periodicals. 
Let me merely briefly reiterate my 
stand that both general neurosis and 
sexual deviation can only be mean­
ingfully defined by using ^m e cri­
terion of illogicality, irrationality, 
childishness, fixation, fetichism, 
inflexibility, rigidity, or exclusivity.
A pervert or a deviant is  one who is

»

physiologically or theoretically able 
to obtain sex satisfactiai in several 
different ways -  since man, b iolt^c- 
ally, is a plurisexual animal who has 
several available roads to sex stim­
ulation and orgasm -  but who actually 
is  limited to one or two major forms 
of sex outlet because he is  irration­
ally, fearfully fixated or fetichistic- 
ally restricted by certain ideas or 
behavior habits which he learned at 
some earlier time in his life. Conse­
quently, exclusive homophiles are 
definitely not born homosexual but 
fetichisUcally become so -  and are 
hence neurotic.

The main point is, as Donald Web­
ster Cory points out in his forthcoming 
new edition of The Homosexual in 
America, that homosexuals will only 
harm themselves immensely to the 
degree that they do not admit that 
fixed homophilism (as distinct from 
occasional homosexual acts) is iu- 
variably a distinct sickness and that 
this sickness may be exacerbated ^  
but is  by no means caused by the per­
secution the deviants unfortunately 
and unfairly receive in our cultnre.'^
1 agree with the statement of Harold^ 
L. Call in The Homosexual in Our 
Society that “ the homosexual indivi­
dual adopts a lot of his attitudes and 
his own hostilities as a result of 
the mores or the attitudes of the so­
ciety in which he lives”  (p.8). But 
vrfiat Mr. Call really means, if his 
statement is to be correctly inter-  ̂
preted, is  that society teaches people j 
to blame themselves and to blame 
others, to be afraid of what others 
think of them, and to fear failure; and

because of these idiotic attitudes of 
blame, fear of loss of love, and fear 
of fallate, individuals acquire all 
kinds of*distuibences, including and 

1 especially homosexualism. Society’s 
attitudes, in other words, f i n t  aea te  
the sickness we call fixed homosex­
uality; and then these same societal 
attitudes often induce homosexuals 
to hate themselves still more and to 
become even sicker.

I would go so far as to say that there 
! is  1(0 -  and I mean no -  exclusive 

homosexual who is  not, somewhere 
deep within the recesses of his own 
irrational thinking, scared witless 
about the possibility of his being 
heterosexually impotent, being re­
jected by females, being a failure 

'i as a husband, etc. Otherwise, if he 
did not have such needless fears, he 
would not be exclusively homosexual, 
but, at the very^most, would some­
times practice homosexual acts. The

idee that any ^elusive homophile 
has, as Mr. Call states on page 8, a 
“ true nature”  — meaning, obviously, 
that he was born the way he is -  is 
drivel of the worst ¡Sort; and it is piti­
ful that almost all the readers, writers, 
and editors of One and the MatUchine 
Review not only believe but defen­
sively keep expounding th è  nonsense.

/  It is  just as sensible tri say that a 
neurotic must accept his own “ true 
neurotic nature”  and not be disturbed 
by it.

The grain of truth in this nonsense 
is that neurotics and homosexuals 
should not be disturbed about being 
called “ dirty”  or "stupid”  or “ dege­
nerate”  by other indivirbals in this

quite-blaming society of ours. But to 
distort the truth that neurotics and 
fixed homosexuals are not black­
guards or criminals into the utter 
falsdiood that they should not be con- 
cenied about being neniotic or homo- 
philic is  utterly tragic. And the 
Blanche Bakers of the professional 
world, who aid and abet this kind of 
distortion, are doing immense harm 
and are effectively preventing many 
sick people from seeking psycho­
therapeutic help. ^

I would like to comment, in con­
clusion, on Dr. Frank A. Beach’s 
statement in The Homosexual in Our 
Society that “ there is nothing 'un­
natural’ about homosexual activity.”  
Although technically true, this state­
ment is somewhat misleading, since 
Dr. Beach do,es not expound upon it 
in the pamphlet as adequately as he 
and Clellan S. Ford did in their fine 
book. Patterns of Sexual Bebaviar, 
What he means is  that homosexual 
acts in themselves are not unnatural, 
for the good reason (as I noted above) 
that mao is a plurisexual animal, 
biologically, who naturally tends to 
perform a variety of different kinds 
of sex acts, including homosexual 
ones. Nonetheless, as I am sure Dr. 
Beach would be one of the first to ad­
mit, (rfien a perfectly natural form of 
sex participation, such as masturba­
tion or anal intercourse, becomes 
fixed or exclusive, so that the indivi­
dual only receives sex satisfaction 
from that one limited kind of activity, 
fiiis mode of sexuality then becomes 
a deviation or perversion — and, as 
such, it is a distinctly neurotic (or



psychotic) form of behavior.
As usual, I expect that most of the 

readers of the Mattacbine Review will 
be quite opposed to what I have just 
said and that they will write all kinds 
of highly emotionalized, and largely

irrelevant, protests. So be it. Let the 
chips fall where they may. If such 
scientifically- and clinically-based 
opinions as those herein expressed 
ever have any real effect on the homo­
sexual movement, I shall be happily 
surprised.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mottochin* hoi hod o 
bffonch unit In Woshington for raero thon 
two yoors, but at prosont this group Is

i m i t i

REVIEW EDITOR: I am taking a chonce 
on londing this communleotlon with tho 
hop« that somewoy« someway work can be 
done in this city (Washington) to combot 
the ignorance ond ill w ill thot is usuoily 
strong ogainst Indlviduols who do not 
conform to existing conventions In the 
detoils of their private lives. There ore 
numerous Individuals in the orea -  good 
people who are capable in every way — 
who go obout their daily business of liv ­
ing pretty mucl^ the same as the so- 
called conformists. Perhops there moy be 
some indlviduols (if  so I do not know 
them) whose Interests are such that It 
would be mutually advantageous to hold 
orderly gotherings of these sincere, con­
scientious peopleto discuss books, films, 
etc., thotoreof especlol interest to people 
who could profit thereby. I often read the 
"Personal" column of our Sunday Star 
with the hope thot such a group hos been 
formed. So for, no lucki Of course, there 
is the factor thot D. C. hos a polyglot 
population, and ony organizotlon should 
be democrotic and arrange to occept ot- 
tendonce from o il of the vorlous cultural, 
racial, and religious boekgrounds so long 
os an abiding and sincere Interest Is 
monifested in selfdtelp ond p r^ e tln g  
better relations between the general pub­
lic ond o much maligned segment of the 
populotlon that hos been thoroughly v ic­
timized ond exploited. May the good work 
that I understand is being done In the West 
continue, and L hope thot It w ill be pos­
sible to communicate with you some type 
of good news obout D. C. «Mr. V. P ., 
D istrict of Columbia.

inoctive, due principolly to the 'foct that 
several of its leoding members hove moved 
from the District. However, willing and 
capable indlviduols are Invited to [oln the 
Society ond re-establish this Area Coun­
c il. Those interested in joining the Mot- 
tochlne program In this city should comihu- 
nicote with the Notlonol Heodquorters In 
Son Francisco. In occerdance with Motto- 
chine elms and principles, membership Is 
open to any odult over 21, and portlclpa- 
tion moy be anonymous.

REVIEW EDITOR: While In the library a 
few doys ago I noticed several personnel 
mogazines geored especlolly for person­
nel odministrotors in lorge Industries. I 
thought I would send In a suggestion ond 
ask If the Mattochlne Society ever con­
tacts these ossociotlons to odvonce the 
couse (of the homosexual). I om sure thot 
if  Industry had on understanding of the 
homophlle It would be a powerful Influence 
In helping to chonge ottitvdes. When peo­
ple loom that they con't go to an employ­
er to hove another employee fired be- 
couse he Is "queer", I Imogino thot In 
time they might give up and stop perse­
cuting others. But what prompts me to 
write this Is an ortlele written by Martin 
L . (rrosB in the Morch Issue of TRUE 
megexlne, entitled, '*The Brain Pickers 
Con Cost You Your Job." This Is very 
Interesting, because It gives Infortnatlen 
on personolity tests new being used by 
large Industries to^plck out the "proper"  
typeofem ployee.Trick questions ore used 
to discover the homosexual. I underlined 
this passage In the ortlele Itself: " T h e  
testers ore very worried about your mos- 
culinlty, ond search for hints of latent 
homosexuolity .« •  Today testers ore con­

vinced they con pinpoint a petentlol fairy 
without even seeing him on such exams 
os the Strong Voeotlenol Interest Blonk 
and the Minnesota Perdonallty Inventory" 

Many large orgonizatiens use these 
tests for prospective em pl^ees. Includ­
ing the New York Times, l^otlonal Cosh 
Register Co., etc., the ortlele soys. The 
name of the organization responsible for 
this act of unfeelinoness is the Klein In­
stitute for Aptitude Testing, 711 Third 
Avenue, N ew Y ork.lt has a staff of Ph.O's 
at work. Surely some of Htese well-educa­
ted psychologists must hove human heorts 
ond con be reoched • • •  Perhops If people 
knew the truth they would not do such 
thingsin Ignorance. Perhaps even the Per­
sonnel Organizations In the U. S. ond 
their loumols would exert o positive In­
fluence. A t ony rote things could not be 
too much worse than they ore now. And 
with these new personolity tests there Is 
no Improvement In sight. «Mr. E. 0 . ,  Col.

REVIEW EDITOR: I read both the April 
and May Issues from cover to cover. A l­
ways I glonce down the table of contents 
end choose whot oppeors to be of interest. 
Seldom do I read any type of mogozlne In 
its entirety. However, I found these two 
issues stimulating, with a good balance 
between human Interest and topical en­
lightenment. Congratulations -  keep It up. 
«.Mr. R. G. H ., Collfornla.

REVIEW EDITOR: "McReynold's Reply 
to Krim" In tho May issue Is the sound­
est advice for the gay people thot I hove 
yet seen or heard. Yes, I am os much of o 
variant as the next one, however the term 
"goy'* is obout os misleading os calling 
an ugly duckling a s w a n ... We each ond 
all mustrecognizethat we ore the "square 
pegs In round holes'* of society. But 
flounting our "hoped-for" freedom does 
not of necessity free us wholly from oil 
soclol fetters no more than good fortune 
through weolth suddenly lifts a ll re­
strictions for the finonclolly successful. 
McRoynelds hits the noil squorely on the 
head with the lost sentence In his first 
paragraph: "Second, in Implying some 
kind of moral Integrity and fervor to the 
'goy underground* Is to fall to see gay 
society for what It Is — a tragic sub­
culture WHICH IS EVERY BIT AS SICK 
AS THE LARGER SOCIETY IN WHICH 
IT  EXISTS.*' Sufficient unto the doy Is 
the evil therooR If  we even presume to 
occept the most primordial principles of 
life, we KNOW that the perpetuation of 
the species Is the absolute necessity for 
the existence of the humon, not to men­
tion most other forms of life. Let us not 
fa il to give full recognition to the fact

that our own (miserable or happy) role In 
Ilfs  is wholly dependent upon the normal 
mescullne-femlnlne reletlonshlp. Without 
It  the world would be without us, the goy 
o n e s ... Mon could quite conceivably go 
down to extinction If  homosexuality Is 
ever given too much ploy and encourage­
ment by society. At some time, somewhere 
olong the woy, society would hove to en­
force restrictions which would be resent­
ed like ony other social regulations go­
verning some phase .of our complex life. 
Surely we must quit whimpering obout our 
lot when weknow full well thot A LL other 
human beings hove mony od|ustR|onts to 
moke. Rother shouldn't we so live ond be 
os tolerant In our ottltudo toward those 
whom we feel ore oppressing us, os to be 
more reodlly acceptable to them? -  Mr. 
A. V ., Californio.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Any questions, rood- 
ers? Lets not let this one pass without 
some constructive comment from you.

REVIEW EDITOR: The 20th Century hos 
seen an intensiflcotlon of many humon 
problems, but, thonks to the owokening 

’ symbolized by such organizotlons os the 
Mottachine Society, the hemosexuol pro­
blem, at least, seems to be progressing 
tovtord solution. Lotus proy that humonity 
w l^  forbear Its suicido thot we moy enjoy 
the fruits of this owokening. Which Indi­
cates theresponslblllty of each Individual 
to strive ru^lessly toword his own per­
fection. —Mr. J. B. H ., Jr., Mass*
REVIEW EDITOR: Now that my divorce 
Is ever, I con renew my subscription. I om 
not homosexual, but I am most sympa­
thetic to them, since I, too, hove my ab­
errations — o strong tronsvestite ten­
dency ond on intense fetish obout women's 
sotin clothing -  ond know the fear of dis­
covery, the sense of danger, the ontlcipo- 
tlon of seem from the duller of our busi­
ness ossoclotes thot so mony of you have 
undergone. I olmostwish there were o sub- 
cotegory of membership in the Society for 
people of my kind. We could at least as­
sure eoch other that we, toe, ore not alone. 
You're doing fine ond commendable work 
ond are much to be admired. «Mr. A. B., 
Illino is

EDITOR'S NOTE: Why o sub-membership 
group? You are not the first psm^^ with 
transvestite tendencies to seek the under­
standing of Mottoehine. Professed homo­
sexuals, deelorod non-bomosexuals, bi­
sexuels, and many Intergrodes ore mem- 
b w . 'and In m .s t« )  po.flelpont. In A .  
S .c lM y*. «luealiena I «egrém. Se ara 
some pareen, with rMord* a .  * .x  offend- 
w .  (.eme of tfiem ot.lgned to portlelpo-



tion in our program hy thoir probotlon of> 
ficors), and many men and women who 
hove never kndwn conflict with the low. 
In other words, we see no need for ony 
sub-9 roup. Let's  work to occept ond mini­
mize our differences, and "moxim fze" the 
foot thot we are a ll humon beings, tole- 
ront of others because we have learned 
how to be tolerant end understonding of 
each ether.
REVIEW EDITOR: I liked Dick Tyner's 
look at some of the classics tn the field.
I could not agree with him thot Dorion 
would be trade tedoy* He was trade In 
the nineties, but he would J>e one of the 
girls today. Although John Groy, the hond- 
some ond talented poet, was net supposed 
to have become o friend of Wilde until öf­
ter "Dorion Groy" was published, he wos 
considered by Wilde to resemble the cho- 
rocter enough to be referred to os Dorion. 
Actually, I think Alfred Douglos wos the 
model for D o rto n ... Mr*. F . F.,Missouri.

REVIEW EDITOR: Enclosed Is o report 
of o Royal Conodlon Commission in Ot­
tawa urging tougher lows for sex crimes. 
The 200-poge document proposes substi­
tution of the term "dongerous sexuol of­
fender" in the criminal code for the term 
"crim inal sexual psychopath." It soys 
the latter hos no precise meonlng. The 
report urges that o il persons found by the 
courts to be dongerous sexuol offenders

should be sentenced to Indeterminate peni­
tentiary terms. I t  defines o dengerows sex- 
uoleffOTderos " o  person who, by his con­
duct in sexuol mo Were, hos shown fsilure 
to control his sexuol Impulses." The re­
port Is rother vogue oh Its definition of o 
sexuol offender. I wonder whether hoiao- 
sexuols who engoge ilrlth mutual consent 
could be prosecuted urtder such o vogue 
definition. It  seems entirely p o s s ib le .,• 
It  seems thot In Conodlon cities "purges" 
ore conduetod ot the munlelpol level ro­
ther then ot provincial or federol levels. 
—Mr. D- F ., Quebec Province.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The report you sent 
indicotes that the situotlon wos clorifled 
only through moking the proposed low 
more vogue and sweeping In Its opplleo- 
tIon. Yes, we ogree thot homosexual octs 
would come under the scope of this propo­
sal, and those commlWing them would be 
odjudged dongerous sexuol offenders by 
the courts In most Instances. It  Is Inte­
resting, olso, to note thot so many vio­
lent crimes involving sex thot ore re­
ported In our newspapers ore commlWed 
by model (meaning puritan) citizens. Also, 
psychiotric studies for mony yeors hove 
seemed to Indicate o d e c ld ^  correbtlen 
between the "puritan" typ e of psrsonoll- 
ty ond whet might be termed "sexuol ex­
plosion." Due to o general lock of sex 
edueotion, this does not seem to hove 
sunk in ot the populor level yet.
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You have often asked for an analysis 
of sex laws in the 48 sta tes—Here 
it is! Tells what offenses and penal­
ties are in almost every state, plus 
much more —another significant con­
tribution in the battle for sexual free­
dom for A L L  adults!
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MICHIGAN LAW RETURNS 
RECORDS OF ARREST

A new law went into effect in Mich­
igan last September making it possi­
ble fora person to get back his arrest 
record and fingerprints if he is re­
leased or found innocent in court -  
a move which proves the thinking on 
some matters in that state is  not bank­
rupt, even though the treasury in Lan­
sing is almost so.

The fight for sneh a law started in 
1954 when a Korean veteran was held 
for six days as a police witness for 
investigatioo of robbery. The crime 
was committed while the veteran was 
in the armed farces, reports Federal 
Probation, the cnrectional jonrnal of 
the U. S. government.

Upon release now, or acquittal, a 
person will be given an authorization 
slip to be presented to the identifica- 
tiou bureau of police headquarters for 
the return of his record and finger­
prints.

C/V>/L U3ERTIES EXPERT 
TO ADDRESS CONVENTION 
William F. Reynard, attorney, will 

be a featured speaker at the Sixth 
Annual Convention of the Mattachine

Society in Denver, September 4-7, at 
the Hotel Albany. His subject will 
concern civil liberties and the homo­
sexual. Mr. Reynard is a board mem­
ber and past president of the Colora­
do branch of the American Civil Lib­
erties Union.

“ New Frontiers in Acceptance of 
the Homophile” is the convention 
theme this year, to be held in the 
Mile-Hi City during Colorado’s cen- 
tenniel celebration. Advance reser­
vations are being accepted by the 
Convention Committee of the Denver 
Area Council now, and an invitation 
is extended to all readers of the RE­
VIEW.

FANNIE HUJRST CANCELED 
PROM N. y. TV SHOWCASE

“ Showcase,”  a weekly topical pan­
el program seen on television in New 
York on a weekly basis for some 
time, underwent a change a ^ u t a 
month ago, according to a report by 
the New York Area Council, in which 
it was stated that Miss Hurst’s ap­
pearance on it was canceled. This is 
the second time that Miss Hurst, nov­
elist and woman of letters, has run 
into a possible stone wall because of 
daring subjects she chose to present: 
Over a year ago her program on an­
other station was ordered changed 
from a homosexual topic to something 
less controversial. On April 21 and 
28 last, “ Showcase” explored homo­
sexual!^ from two different views. 
On the first, Mrs. Eleanor Rawson, 
chief editor of the David McKay Co., 
publishers of the novel, “ Sam,” was 
a panelist, along with Mrs. Jessyca 
Russell Gaver, editor of “ Writers’

ma/9tae4dtre



Newsletter,”  and Bertrund J . J. Bel­
anger, Public Relations Director of 
the Mattachine Society. This program 
waslargely introductory. A week later 
under the heading of “ Problems of 
the Teenager #ho Doesn’t Fit,” ho­
mosexuality in the home was d is­
cussed. Panelists were Mrs. Lee R. 
Steiner,Ph.D., psychologist, lecturer, 
counselor and author, and Edward J. 
Hornick, M.D., psychiatrist. Subse­
quent weekly programs were to have 
dealt with legal and religious aspects 
of the subject, with experts in these 
fields to have been panelists. 
SHOULD HOMOSEXUALS .MARRT.=’ 
S E W  YORK RADIO TOPIC

Making the most of a difficult sub­
ject to discuss on an evening radio 
program, Mrs. Lee R. Steiner (see 
above) and four guests on March 31 

, delved into “ Should Homosexuals 
Marry?”

Presenting varied but interesting 
viewpoints were E. S. Grau of the 
Mattachine Society in New York; Miss . 
Vicki Martin, representing Daughters 
of Bilitis in that city, and Harold 
Michaelsmith, M. D., psychiatrist.

Marriage was presented as anything 
but a cure-all for emotional adjust­
ment problems of the homosexual, 
in most cases. Both partners should 
enter it with full knowledge of the 
proclivities of the homosexual one, 
and with professional counsel if it is 
indicated. And should either the pro­
spective husband or wife feel incap­
able of meeting the challenges pre­
sented without a deep, sweeping and 
lasting “ change” on the part of one 
of them, then it should be avoidejd if 
success of the marriage would-dqpend 
solelv upon such change.
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A r m  3 1  T R A S S ,  o o e  o f  A e  
p e a t  e l a s t i c s  o f  E a g l i s h  l i t e r s '  

t o r e  i s  a t  U «  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A m e r i c a n  
r e a d e t s  i n  i u  o r i g i n a l ,  c o m p l e t e  a n d  
a u t h o r i s e d  f o r m .

S i n c e  Lady Chttteriey's Lover f i r s t  
a p p e a r e d  i o  1 9 2 8 ,  d M r a  h a t  n m r  b e e n
a s  u n e z p t i r g a t e d  e d i t i o n ,  c t d i e r  i n  E i « -
land or in America. In the ifltervcBiag
Y e a r s ,  A e  b o o h  h a s  b e c o o M  a  l a n d m a r k  
i n  E n g L i d i  I r l e n c s r e .  I t  i t  a  n o v e l  o f  
u n q n e s t k a i e d  i n l ^ i i t y ,  a  m a t f e r p i e c e  

o f  m o d e m  w r i t i n g  i r i i i c h  h a s  b e e n  
w i t h h e l d  t o o  l o n g  f r o m  t h e  

r e e d i n g  p u b l i c .

E D M U N D  W I L S O N :  “ T T U s  
I S  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  l o v e  a f f a i r :  
i t  i s  a  p a r a b l e  o f  p o e t w a r  E n g l a n d .  D .  
H .  L a w r e n c e  i s  i n d e s t r v e t i b l e ;  e e o -  
s c t f o d ,  e x i l e d ,  d e n o u n c e d ,  s n u b b e d ,  h e  
s t i l l  p o s s e s s e s  m o r e  v i t a l i t y  t h a n  a l m o s t  
a n y o n e  e l e e .  A n d  t h i s  b o o k  i s  o n e  o f  
h i s  r o o s t  v i g o r o u s  a n d  b r i l l i s a L * *

J A C Q U E S  B A R Z U N ;  h s v e  n o  h e s i -  
t a t i o n  i n  s a y i n g  d u t  I  d o  n o l  c o o N d e t  
L a w r e n o e ’s  n o v e l  p o r n o g r a p h i e .  I l s  a i m  
i s  t h a t  o i  a B  h i s  w o i b :  a z t i a t k ,  m o r i L  
a n d  i n d e e d  r n s p i r e d  b y  a  p a s s i o n  t o  
r e f o r n  o u r  e o l t u r e  i n  w a y s  d i t !  b e  
t h o o g h t  w o u l d  p n x h a o e  g r e n i e r  b a r -  
m o n j r ,  h a p p i n e e a ,  a n d  d e o e a e y . * *

LOVER
i '  i n g  a n d  1

by D .H .Lawrence
^  lom re

H A R V E Y  B R E f T :  " H u  a n d
t h e  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  d e e f d y  m o v i n g  a n d  
v e r y  b e a u t i f a l . .  . I W  a i a a s  o f  d u  n o v e l  
t n  l o f t y  a a d  i p i r i t i i a l  .  .  .  b e c a u s e  
L a w r e n c e  w a s  e o o o e m e d  w i t h  o n e  e n d :
t o  r e v e a l  b o w  l o v e  c a n  b e  m o U  t o u c h ­
i n g  a n d  b e a a d f u l ,  b u t  o n l y  i f  i t  i s  o n -

htroJuttim  by MARK SCHORER 

Preface by A R C H IM U ) MaeLEISH

416 p a fe i, beauifulty boKid.

$6M, now at your bookoere
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A R C H I B A L D  M a e L E I S H :  m s  b o o k  
a s  e x p o r g a i e d  i s  s n g g e U i v e .  H u  b o o k  
a s  w r i t t e n  i t  f o i d i r i ^  a n d  » w A a i i w i  
a n d  b o o e s L  H u  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b o o k  
i t  m a u i f e r i l y  p u r e :  p u r e  a s  b e i n g  ^  
h i g h  p o e p o a s  o f  a  s e r i a n o a i t i u ;  p a r e  
a s  b e i n g  t h e  c l a a i i e i n g  p u r p o s e  o f  a  
s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r  w h o  h a t e s  l e c h e r y  a a d  
s e x u a l  m o r b i d i t y  a s  h e  h a l e a  t h e  d e v i l  
h i m a d f . * *



Newsletter,”  and Bertrund J . J- Bel­
anger, Public Relations Director of 
the Mattachine Society. This program 
waslargely introductory. A week later 
under the heading of ‘‘Problems of 
the Teenager Who Doesn’t Fit,” ho* 
mosexuality in the home was d is­
cussed. Panelists were Mrs. Lee R. 
Steiner,Ph.D., psychologist, lecturer, 
counselor and author, and Edward J. 
Hornick, M.D., psychiatrist. Subse­
quent weekly programs were to have 
dealt with legal and religious aspects 
qf the subject, with experts in these 

'fie ld s  to have been panelists. 
SHOULD HOMOSEXUALS MARRY? 
— SEW YORK HADIO TOPIC

Making the most of a difficult sub­
ject to discuss on an evening radio 
program, Mrs. Lee R. Steiner (see 
above) and four guests on March 31 
delved into ‘‘Should Homosexuals 
Marry?”

Presenting varied but interesting 
viewpoints were E. S. Grau of the 
Mattachine Society in New York; Miss 
Vicki Martin, representing Daughters 
of Bi litis in that city, and Harold 
Michaelsmith, M. D., psychiatrist.

Marriage was presented as anything
but a cure-all for emotional adjust-

' ment problems of the homosexual, 
in most cases. Both partners should 
enter it with full knowledge of the 
proclivities of the homosexual one, 
and with professional counsel if it is  
indicated. And should either the pro­
spective husband or wife feel incap­
able of meeting the challenges pre­
sented without a deep, sweeping and 
lasting "change”  on the part of one 
of them, then it should be avoided if 
success of the marriage would depend 
solelv upon such change.
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'O V . A m i  3) TEARS, ooe of the 
gre« cluucs of Engliih liter«- 

tare is it Ust iTiilihle to American 
reedo» in iu originai, complete and 
autboriaed fono.

Since Lady ChatterUŷ s Loner fint 
Ajnmared in 1928, there baa never been 
as uDeximrgaled edition, ehber in Eî * 
land or in A a « ^ . In the inlerveniitg 
yeara, the book baa beoome a landmark 
is Esgliab literature, b u a  novel of 
unqueatknied islegrity, a maaterpiece 

of mode» wrilmg which bu been 
withheld too long from the 
reading pobik.

EDMUND WILSON: *Tlii* 
it more than the rtory of a love affair: 
A ka parable of poetwar En^ksd. D. 
H. Lawrence is indestructible; cen­
sored, exiled, dcoowneed, anabbed. be 
MiD poaeeasea more vitality than almost 
anyone elee. And thta book it one of 
UemcutvigoroiuandbrillianL.*'

e d i t u m

of LADY
JACQUES BARZUN: have no hesi­
tation in saying that I do not consider 
Lawrence's novel poniographk. Iti aim 
ia that of all his worfci: ailiitie, moral, 
and indeed inspired by a paaaioo to 
reform onr eabme in ways that be 
thought wonU produce greater har­
mony, happiness, and deDoey.**

LOVER HARVEY BRETT; language and
the incidenti are deeply moving and 
ver7 beautifnl...‘nie aims die novel 
are lofty and qiiritual . . . because 
Lawreaee was ooooemed wAh one end: 
to reveal how love can be mom loueb-
ing and beandfitl, bat only if A u un-

M _ winim

by D. H. Lawrence
^  ABinj

Introàuic^ by MARK SCHORER 
Pr^ace hy ARCHIBALD MacLEISH

ARCHIBALD MacLEISH: **nie book

4Ì6 pogei, boaadfaUy hcaad. 
$6j00, now m yoar hoohtore

G R O V E  P R E S S

as eqmrgated is suggestive. Ibe book 
as wrinaa is forthright and iiTushamnd 
and honert. Ibe poipoae of dde book 

^  ia manifertly pore: pore as being the 
pupoae «I a aarioao MlMl; pore  ̂

M being the eleensing poipoee of a 
■odal refbnner who hates lechery and 
sexttal morbidity as he hates the devil 
himeeU.**
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BOOK
oar O F T H IS  W O RLD  -  A N D  IN  IT

A WAY OF LOVE by Jomes Courog«. Ntw
York: G- P. Putnam 's Sons, 1959. 255 
pages, $3*75; SAM by Lonnie Colemdn. 
New York: bovid  McKay Co., Inc., 1959. 
245 pages, $3.95. C om parative 'review  
by Lloyd Clark.

Two new novels concerning hom oser- 
uality  have recently  been published. One, 
A Way o f Love  by Jam es Courage, is  by 
an English author who has w ritten five 
books prior to th is one. The other, Sam, 
is  by Lonnie Coleman, an American, auth­
or of* six  novels and a play, ffo/ SPell, 
which w as made ik to  a movie starting  
Anthony Quinn and Shirley Booth. Both 
novels are concerned with the homosexual 
and both are written w ell, but there the 
sim ilarity  stops.

A Way o f L ove  is  a quiet, unpretentious 
l i t t le  story of some depth, but more trite* 
n ess. I ts  hero, Bruce Quantock, is  around 
40, a su c cess fu l and lonely arch itec t who 
m eets a young lad acciden tally  a t a con­
cert, lo se s him temporarily, finds him, 
then lo se s him permanently.

T he ch a rac te rs^ eem  to live as you read 
them, but are eas ily  forgotten. L ike so 
many homosexual novels, th is is another 
which sm acks of **True Story '^or **Ladies 
Hone Journal** except boy-m eets-g irl-boy 
lo ses-g irl it*s boy-meets-boy. Bruce Quan­
tock som etim es springs to life , but most 
often seem ed to me a rather vague and 
stuffy character whom the author attemp­
ted to make warm and real, but somehow 
was not convinced him self. P h ilip , the 
young one, the loved one, is more firmly 
delineated  and more real. Perhaps because  
h is d es ire  not to be involved in the *'gay** 
world w as in tense  and convincing. In any 
event there are few surprises in the book. 
You know, before it happens, it w ill hap­
pen.

In summing up, I can but say chat th is 
book is  like many other of the " lo v e  s to ­
r y "  types of homosexual novels. It is  
som ewhat p lausib le , innocuous summer 
reading. One thing to be sa id  in its  favor 

no one is murdered or commits su icide 
in the end.

The ocher book, Sam, is , in con trast, a 
very exciting  one. Every character, evqp 
the cat, is  real. The author knows people 
and how to w rite about them. His book is 
about people, not ju s t hom osexuals as 
hom osexuals. He u se s  a large canvas with 
many figures to pain t an honest picture 
o fth eh o m o sex u a lan d th e liv es  he touches. 
And these  people are the people you care 
about. Sam him self is  most carefully 
drawn. He wins sympathy for h is weak­
n e sse s  a s  w ell as h is  strength. He is  a 
m ulti-faceted and in te lligen t man. A man 
trying to keep good friendships and find 
good love. Not only Sao^ but each of his 
friends, enem ies and a s so c ia te s  is thor­
oughly a live . In one chapter he dea ls  with 
16 people a t a cock tail party, and each 
of them is  so well delineated  it is  unnec­
essary  to turn back pages trying to reca ll 
who is  who.

Its se tting  is  New Y ork's th ea trica i and 
pubiishing world, and Mr. C olem an's in­
sigh t into th is world is  razor sharp.

T here is  Addie, a girl whom Sam has 
loved for many years, and her husband, 
Toby, who hates Sam and a ll hom osexuals 
in h is sick  and tw isted  way. There is  
R eeve, Kcary, a rich, v icious hom osexual 
and Sam 's two lovers: one a vain and 
mediocre actor, the other a se n sitiv e  and 
in te lligen t surgeon. With these people 
Sam is  led to elegant cock ta il p a rtie s , hos­
p ita ls , turkish baths, smart luncheons and 
gay bars, each scene  beautifu lly  etched 
and memorable. The book is frequently 
relieved with wit and charm. Some of the 
bes t d ialogue I 'v e  read in a long time is 
contained within its  pages. But the im­
portant thing about Sam is  that it  is  in­
volved with the homosexual in the world. 
T his is  the important factor 4rhich roost 
such books ignore.

Sam is head and shoulders above most 
hom osexual novels. It is not only a good 
hom osexual novel, it  is  a very good novel. 
It should be in the library of people who 
like good books. _________

B o th  o f  th o  a h o vo  h o ok*  aro now  
a v a tta h io  th rough  P an^G raph lc  P ro s* ,  
Sort F rd f lc /s c o . 5 e «  th o  a a v o r tls o m e n t  
on  b a c K ) c o v r  o f  th i s  I s s u o ,

f
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OUT OF THIS WORLD -  AND IN IT

A WAY OF LOVE by Jam es Courage. New 
York! G. p . Putnom 's Sons, 1959. 255 
poges, $3.75; SAM by Lonnie Coleman. 
New Yftrk: David McKay C o., Inc., 1959, 
245 pages, $3.95. Comporoflve review 
by Lloyd Clark.

Two new novels concerning homosex­
uality  have recently been published. One, 
A Way o f Love  by J ames Courage, is  by 
an English author who has w ritten five 
books prior to th is one. The other. Sam. 
is  by Lonnie Coleman, an American, auth­
or o f  six  novels and a play, F °‘ Spelt. 
which was made into a movie starring 
Anthony Quinn and Shirley Booth. Both 
novels are concerned with the homosexual 
and both are written well, but there the 
sim ilarity  stops.

A Way o f L ove  is  a quiet» unpretentious 
l i t t le  story of some depth» but more trite* 
n ess . Us hero, Bruce Quantock, is  around 
40, a su ccessfu l and lonely arch itec t who 
m eets a young lad acciden tally  a t a con­
c e r t,-  loses him temporarily, finds him, 
then lo ses him permanently.

The characters seem  to live as you read 
ehem, but a te  eas ily  forgotten, L ike so 
many homosexual novels, th is is another 
which sm acks of "T ru e  Story”  or " L a d ie s  
Hone Journal”  except boy-meets-girl-boy- 
lo se s-g itl i t ’s boy-meets-boy. Bruce Quan- 
rock som etim es springs to life , but most 
often seem ed to me a rather vague and 
stuffy character whom the author attem p­
ted to make warm and tea l, but somehow 
w as not convinced him self. P h ilip , the 
young one. the loved one, is  mote firmly 
delineated  and mote real. Perhaps because 
h is d es ire  not to be involved in the " g a y ”  
world was in tense and convincing. In any 
event there are few surprises in the book. 
You know, before it happens, it will hap­
pen.

In summing up, I can but say  that th is 
book is  like many other of the " lo v e  s to ­
ry”  types of homosexual novels. It is 
somewhat p lausib le , innocuous summer 
reading. One thing to be said  in its  favor 
— no one is murdered or commits su ic ide 
in the end.

The other book, Sam. is . in con trast, a 
very exciting  one. Every character, even 
the ca t, is  real. The author knows people 
and how to write about them. His book is 
about people, not ju st hom osexuals as 
hom osexuals. He u se s  a large canvas with 
many figures to  pa in t an honest picture 
o fth eh o m o sex u a lan d th e liv es  he touches. 
And th ese  people are the people you care 
about. Sam him self is  most carefully 
drawn. He wins sympathy for hisl weak­
n e s se s  as well as h is strength. He is  a 
m ulti-faceted and in telligen t man. A man 
trying to keep good friendships and find 
good love. Not only Sam. but each of h is 
friends, enem ies and a s so c ia te s  is  thor­
oughly a live . In one chapter he d ea ls  with 
16 people at a cock ta il patty , and each 
of them is so well delineated  it is  unnec­
essary  to turn back pages trying to recall 
who is who.

Its se tting  is  New York’s th ea tttca l and 
publishing world, and Mr. Coleman s in­
sig h t into th is world is  razor sharp.

T here is  Addie, a girl whom Sam has 
loved for many years, and her husband, 
Toby, who ha tes  Sara and a ll  hom osexuals 
in h is sick  and tw isted way. T here is 
R eeve, Keaty, a rich, v icious hom osexual 
•and Sam’s two lovers: one a vain and 
mediocre actor, the other a se n sitiv e  and 
in te lligen t surgeon. With these  people 
Sam is  led  to elegant cock ta il p a ttie s , hos­
p ita ls , turkish baths, smart luncheons and 
gay bats , each scene  beautifully  ¡etched 
and memorable. The book is frequently 
relieved with wit and charm. Some of the 
b es t dialogue I 've  read in a long time is 
contained within its  pages. But the im­
portant thing about Sam is that it is  in­
volved with the hom osexual in the world. 
T h is is  the important factor which most 
such books ignore.

Sam is  head and shoulders above most 
hom osexual novels. It is not only a good 
hom osexual novel, it is  a very good novel. 
It should be in the library of people who 
like good books. _____________

Both of the above books are now 
available through Pan~Graphlc Press, 
San Francisco. See the advertisement 
on back cover of this Issue,
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% Hew Books
N ovels with significant hom ophile them es

S A. M by Lonnio Colotnnn 3i95

Tbotoughly ss tiify ln g  story, spiced with 
b tillisn t sod moviog dialogue. Concerns 
a dozen or more well-drawn p ersonalm es, 
each  e as ily  fitted  into the to tal continuum 
of sexual types, and aU warmly human.

. A WAY OF LOVE
by J a m .a ^ o o to g .  3.75

A " l i t t le  h is to ry "  of a re la tionsh ip  be­
tween a m iddle-aged man and a youth which
wotks out beneficially  for b o th - s e t  in Re­
gen t’s Park. London. Acute and humorous 
characte riza tio n s abound in th is  story.

CONFESSIONS 
OF A MASK

by Yuhlo MIshItno 3j75 
O ccasionally  shocking but completely 
stta igh ifo tw atd  and honest story of an in- 
dW idual’s 'd ev e lo p m en t toward homosei-^ 
uallty  to ld  with understanding, s e n s lu v i^  
and sk ill by one of the O rien t's  m asteifnl 
youog writer» whom C hristopher Isherwood 
has ca lled  " th e  Gide of Ja p a n ."

THE CHARIOTEER
by Mary R snau lt 4 .5 0

Com passionate novel of homosexual love, 
d e lica te  but devoid of prurience. Main 
figures are L aurie, in troapeclive id ea lis t: 

rAndtew, a conscien tious objector: and 
Ralph, a navy officer. Background is 
World War II.—^ --------

THE TRANSGRESSOR
by Ju lian  Grtott 3 .50  

Explored here are the gu ilt and resp o n si­
b ility  of a man whose hom osexual nature 
forces him to live a Ue. Set against a 
French provincial background, th is one 
is  rich with literary  artistry  and psycho­
log ical nuances although the story leads 
to caiastfopbe.

THE FLAMING HEART
by Doboroh Doutech 3.75 

A shrewd and paive youth m arries to avoid 
the  life  from which he rebels, then ex­
plores the hom osexual world with his 
w ife. In the shadow of hidden violence, 
Hilary and L inda seek  the answ ers in a 
story  th a t is  both tender and sordid, tragic 
aod Doble.
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m a y b e  t o m o r r o w  by Jay L ittle ........................ 4.5V
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE TWO by J .L ittle4 . 50
l o o k  d o w n  in  MERCY by W^^ter B a x ter----- 3. 50
COUP D'GRACE by M arguerite Y ourcenar. . . . 3. 00
THE KING MUST DIE by Mary Renault...............4. 50
THE WHITE PA PER  illu s . by Jean Cocteau. . . 3. 50
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