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ATTOHUEY MORRIS LOWENTHAL of San Franolsoo handledjthe appeal xAiloh r e -  
su ltsd  In th e  C a lifo rn ia  Appeals Court d eo ls lo n rep rin te d  on pages 11-21 
of t h i s  Issue of the  REVIEW, Mr. Lowenthal has handled another nov*fataous 
case in  th le  f i e l d ^ e n h e  suooessfully  c a rr ie d  an appeal In  th e  ease of 
STOOMEN V, REILLY-to the C a lifo rn ia  Siqjreiiie Court (37 C a l,, 2d 713) »b 
amlol ourlae on behalf o f ap p e lla n ts  several years ago • In  eaoh Instanoe, 
the oourte have held  th a t  free  movement and assoo la tion  o f persons not 
en ^ g sd  In  unlawful ao ts  oannot be. denied by law— th a t I s ,  In  these spe- 
o lf lo  Instanoas, they cannot be denied th e 'r ig h t  to patron ize a bar or 
re s ta u ra n t on the  b as is  of being homosexual, nor can an estab lishm en t's  
license  be revoked fo r th is  cause. Both the  a tto rn ey  and the  appe llan ts 
deserve sp e c ia l commendation f o r th e  g rea t expense Md e f fo r t  suoh lega l 
b a t t le s  involve, not fo r  the  b e n e f its  of homosexuals alone, but on behalf 
of a l lB ln o r l ty  groups whose righ ts a re  o ften  w h ittled  away by over-zeel- 
ous le g ls la to ra  a c tin g  on amotions o r on the pressure of some dlgapprov- 
a l .
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bff Helen Kitchen Branson^ 3f,1
INCEST-IA CONSISTENT SOCIAL TABOO

Incest among siblings has been forbidden by most known cultural 
groups, although a few primitive peoples have allowed such imbreeding 
on a sanctioned basis. The social acceptance of sexual relations among 
blood relatives (first cousins, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, natural 
fathers, mothers), has ^een a matter of legal control since the inception 
of the United States. 'In Europe, however, the marrying of cousins has 
not been at all uncommon, and the royal lines are testimony to the phy
sical weaknesses which can result when closely related individuals 
intermarry on a consistent basis. It must be considered, of course, that 
the other extremes of unusual mental an d ^ y s ic a l ability ate undoubtedly 
also encouraged by imbreeding, but the weaknesses which can result 
are far too great a risk for imbreeding among humans tt| be used as it is 
in dairy animkls to increase the ptotentialities of certain desired charac
te ris tic s . >

Incest in Ametican culture has come to mean any sexual stimulation 
or coitus between members of the same family, including the first cousins 
by blood. Aunts, uncles, step-fathers and others whose legal relationship 
is that of a trusted relative, even though they have no blood ties to the 
family member' involved are also considered in violation of the incest 
taboo.

Because of the strength of the incest taboo in our culture, it carries a 
strong p>enalty and a very great social prejudice. Rather than being con
sidered a aime of deliberate intent, and in some states may carry thC| 
death penalty if a child under fourteen years of age is involved.

The author of these remarks is certainly in favor of incest violators 
being apprehended and removed from the social situation where they can 
molest children; but the same as any other pedophilia problem, the perpe
trator should receive adequate treatment rather than punishment.

Incest offenders have great difficulty iq becoming rehabilitated in the 
prison setting; and even in the hospitals for sex offenders, they are not 
well accepted. 'At least I kept it out of my own family,’ one man said to 
to me, and this seems to reflect the scorn of even other child molestors.

4 maffiactitte
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Thus the incest violator has a grave problem in attempting to relatejto 
anyone, and his needs^ for an accepting and tolerant counsellor perhdps 
motivate him more directly toward the therapeutic situation than might be 
the case among some other types of sexual deviates such as homosexuals 
where group acceptance forms a part of the emotional satisfactions gain
ed.

The problem of his adjustment after release is even more difficult. It is 
the exceptional wife and mother, indeed, who can accept her husband 
back after such a violation of faith, and for this reason release of the 
incest offender is often delayed because there ia no suitable place for 
him to make a home. |

Usually, a lonely and emotionally inadequat^ person, the individual 
who has conunitted incest docs not make friends i readily; he has usually 
been a lone wolf type. This may be expressed'^n any of several ways.

Frequently he is a person who has been very dt^ineering with his chil
dren. One reason that he has sought sexual intimacy within the family ) 
circle is because he is afraid of exposure if he molests those who are not ' 
under his control. He can, by threats or cajoling, control his own family 
members. These remarks apply particularly in cases where fathers or step 
fathers make sexual approaches to their own children.

In situations where older men seek sexual stimulation through molest
ing of the children in their households, the problem may have somewhat 
different dynamics. Here the feelings oF sexual inadequacy and lack of 
potency are still present, but the choice of partners comes through af- ‘ 
fectional ties rather than through needs to dominate and suppress.

It is the feeling in many quarters which deal with the rehabilitation of 
sex offenders, that many elderly men are accused and even condicted of 
crimes which they did not commit, and certainly adults in their attempts 
to protect children from the emotional or physical harm that can result 
from abnormal sexual interests, should be certain of the guilt of an indi
vidual before bringing him to the attention of authorities. A mere affec- 
tional 'gesture toward a child is not necessarily a sexual approach or 
interest.

The reasons for incest situations vary with the individuals involved. 
But whatever the reasons, any children involved should be protecteef from 
further sexual situations, and the offender should be offered treatment.
If he will not accept the therapeutic approach, then he should be con
fined for custodial care rather than given a prison or jail sentence only 
to be released for further acts.

The problem of the step-father and the stepdaughter relationship 
appears to be the second mo^t frequent sjiuation for incest of a hetero
sexual type, according to CfiHfbmia Sexual Deviation Studies, (^acch 
1954, p. 59), particularly wbete the child participated in the act with co-
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operation or acquiescense» According to this study, thirteen of the chil-
dren definitely could be classified as having participated in such situa
tions with a neighbor, (the most frequent category), while seven of the
cases showed step-fathers as the participating partner. By contrast, only 
one of the participating children could be deninitely found as having rela
tionships with a stranger, while in the accidental cases, 10 were with 
strangers, (usually a single sexual situation) and none with step-fathers. 
Accidental victimis generally had only one or two experiences and immed
iately reported the incident to the mother, while participating victims of 
all types had many experiences, often going back to solicit such situa
tions and seldom reporting them to the mother until some crisis arose. 
73 girls were studied in this aspect of the research, all of whom had been
molested. >•

In cases where incest has occurred whether the child is involved in a 
heterosexual or a homosexual response, there should be careful examina
tion of the circumstances. The child who has participated in the incest 
outlet over a period of time has an emotional problem which will usually 
respond to treatment. On the other hand, the child who has been accident
ally and perhaps only once or twice molested by a close relative, par
ticularly a father or brother, needs some opportunity to ventilate feelings 
in regard to the person, and the incident, but usually does not suffer emo
tional disturbance at a deep level unless this is inflicted by relatives 
who over-emphasize the problem.

It is best that a competent psychiatrist examine all children who have 
been molested to determine whether or not there has been serious emo
tional harm done.

Incest is, and of^course, must remain a taboo if our society is  to have 
healthy emotional and physical generations from which to build our 
civilization. The violation of the incest taboo should be considered as a 
serious emotional conflict deserving of immediate attendon and treatment. 
In cases where the partner is a child or adolescent, special care should 
be taken to determine the extent and nature of the relationship, n^d to 
overcome any emotional components which might tend to encourag^-6r al
low the victim to carry such problems into his later life.

Build castles in the air; then 
put solid foundations under 
them.

— H e n r y  T h o r ea u

Tenderloin le  Quié^ A fter  
f Y f f Saturday Night

THE SUNDAY MORNING OF AN AUNTIE
By Dick Tyiwr

I was up early on Sunday morning and went out for breakfast. The fog 
had thinned by the time I finished. The winter sun shone warmly on Turk 
Street’s strutting pigeons as I wandered over to Market to see the sights. 
The Slot was crowded, particularly' on the sunny side; and there were 
sights to warm the heart of even the most jaded auntie. For me, a country 
cousin, i t  was wonderfully stimulating.

Saturaay night on the same street had been frightening but things seem
ed changed in daylight. The man offering sight of the craters^ of the m o^ 
had been replaced by one snapping pictures of unwary yokels, handhold
ing couples, tourist famiUes. The paper boys no longer lurked in their 
flimsy huts; they had moved their mountains of print into the open sun. 
The roving JDs now looked like schoolboys on theirJWy^to the 
the beach or the Y. The sailors idled along without the eh ap e r^ n g  S ^ .  
They were young, pimply; their blues were Wrinkled «od ill-fitting. The



toughs and cjueens in levis seemed dressed for comfort rather chan bus* 
iness. Oh, the levis and Ivy cottons were just as form-fitting; but what 
they revealed was amusing and/or interesting rather than sinister and/or 
dangerous.

Presently my eyes were attracted by a pair of conventionally cut trou
sers hung loosely over narrow hips, a bulky knit shirt pulled tight over 
pleasantly tapered torso. These were appreciated at a glance but more 
arresting was a Yul hairdo with a strong five-o’clock shadow. Then our 
eyes met. His .were knowing, mine not knowing. I am always confused ly 
the not-so-rough trade; is he bunting or does he tease?

The moment passed and we both moved on. When I turned to look at him 
again, he also had turned his head and was smiling charmingly—but not 
at me! J spotted his victim at once: another piece, older, softer, nondes- 
criptly dressed in suedccloth jacket and dark slacks. As I passed where 
he leaned against a display case, his eyes .were still on the dark-headed 
Yul. I was able to study his face closely. It was slightly debauched a- 
round the eyes and badly pock-scarred but relieved brightly with an open 
,grin that showed good teeth.

A few feet past him, I pretended to be interested in the contents of a 
man’s store. When I looked back, the Yul had returned to the window 
nearer the Jacket. While 1 watched, they drew together and began talking 
animatedly. I could^not tell whether or not they were previously ac
quainted; but I felt they were. 1 suspect also that they were talking about 
me. They were looking in my direction though not including me in the ex
change which 1 could not hear. Soon the Yul broke away and walked brisk
ly in my direction. When he was directly in front of me, he paused, start
ed to turn; then he moved abruptly forward and dis appeared around Ae 
córner into Turk Street. I did not follow. He had left me as prey for his 
friend.

The Jacket barely paused in front of me as he walked down Market. 
He dallied through two light changes at the intersection. When I moved 
out from the window, he walked against the light. I took the long way a- 
round: across both Turk and Mason. We idled half way down the block un
til I finally passed him while he was inside a shop. I waited in a sunny 
spot near Powell. 1 watched h newsy with a pair of well-behaved dogs 
tor tep or fifteen minutes. Several bits of stuff went by; one I should have 
followed but I was growing curious about the Jacket. I found him about 
the middle of the block watching up the street. When he saw me, he turn
ed abruptly away, walked past a few windows until he found one he could 
pretend to be interested in. I too stopped. Soon he moved on; but when he 
paused again I did not. 1 was quite close before he walked on. I le t  him 
keep ahead of me. By this time I was not sure I wished to pick him up;
I had the notion he might wish to pick me up and then flash a badge.

After the next figure in our minuet, I turned back a few doors to a 
burger joint and got a papercup of coffee, which I took to the doorway.
I stood there for several sips but the Jacket was nowhere in sight. I went 
back inside and sat on a stool watching the parade again. It is wonderfiil 
entertainment to sit where you can watch people who are unaware of you.

L Of course, to walk on Market is to be watched. At least, from my post I 
could watch- without being watched.

Before I had finished the coffee, I noticed that the Jacket was just 
outside the window. I do not know if he had seen me; his head was hid
den from my view. However, when I stood in the doorway again, he moved 
away; and when I had tossed my cup into a container and followed him, 
he strode quickly up the street. I walked mote slowly. At the corner I 
scanned the reaches of both Turk and Mason Streets. The Jacket was no- 
where'\io be seen. Had he found more attractive game? Was it time to go 
to ch u ra  or to meet his wife? Or had he been wasting time, entirely un
aware of me?

Well, the sun still shone warmly. The Street was even more crowded 
with delightful sights. A husky Marine passed, supported by a sober young 
sailor. A quartet of boys hurried along. One was explaining that is in 
a building over there.’ (Vic’s gym?) Another somewhat older group ap
peared, dressed in motorcycle leathers. A couple of them looked as 
though they might have ridden a bike occasionally.

After awhile I began to trace my steps to the hotel and almost at 
once I met the Yul. He did not'appear to notice mê ; but when I had 
stopped at a theater display and looked back, he was looking at the bills 
next door. Presently we exchanged theaters. When I moved out again, I 
was determined to finish the cruise. I had no opening gambit. 1 hoped 
one would occur to me. Only once was 1 ever able to say straight out 
what I proposed. That gambit was successful, but would it be again ?

No gambit was needed, however. When I found the Yul again, he was 
with a Joe-college type. I followed them until they disappeared into the 
ramparts of Leavenworth Street.

Nothing dismayed by these rebuffs, I soon turned my attention to 
a youngster, aged somewhere between a YO and a consenting adult. 
His jeans were clean though worn in obvious places. His bright cotton 
shirt was freshly ironed. His curly black hair was cut a modified duck- 
bottom with Elvis sideburns. His window-shopping was spontaneous 
rather than coy. He soon went into the Arcade and sat a t the hotdog 
stand. I found a stool across from him. While he was ordering, I studied 
his face. He was somewhat <dder than I had at first thought. His eyes 
were drawn from too much whiskey and cigarettes. His mouth sagged a 
little at the corners. HiS u p p e * ^  w“  almost pouting. He told

. the waiter he always said "Nev^r again; but you know how it goes.”  His

r ■ . . 9



voice was surprisingly resonant. He lighted a cigarette. 1 noticed that 
the fingers of his left hand were tattooed LO V E . Then he took his hand 
away and blew the smoke through his lips, I discovered he had a thick 
and very blood, moustache.

He had ordered a hotdog. When it came, he folded back its paper cover 
carefully and bit hungrily itto it. I apologized to the waiter that I couldn t 
eat. I hurried back to die hotel.

Laws have their proper place, but the responsibility o f worthy citizen
ship is a personal one. We each have a separate and individual share tn 
eradicating social evils and in refusing to perpetuate pracHces odious 
to a free nation, —HERBERT BROWNELL, JR. *
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THE CIRCLE (DER KREIS)
Pu b lish e d  monthly i ln c o  1932, In French, G erm anond  E n g lish  (no tran s
lation d up lica tion s); conta in s photos. Il lu st ra t io n s  ond art reproduc
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draft or ca sh  to L e se s irk e l Der K re is ,  Postfoeh  547, Frauim inster, 
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ICSE NEWSLETTER
Mimeographed English edition, published monthly by In

ternational Committee for Sexual Equality, Jack Argo, editor. 
Annual subscriptions, $10. Address Postbox 1564, Amsterdam. 
Holland. (Single copies 50 cents each -m ay be ordered from 
Mattachine Review.) '

VRIENDSCHAP
Monthly magazine in Dutch with articles about male and fe

male homophile problems, published by Cultuur en Ontspann- 
ings Centrum (C.O.C.), Bob Angelo, editor. Subscriptions $4 per 
year- Address Postbox 542; Amsterdam, Holland-

ARCADIE
Monthly literbry and scientific review in French, A. Baudry 

editor. Subscriptions $9 per year- Address 162 Rue Jeanne 
d’Arc. Paris 13, France.

CALIFORNIA APPEALS COURT 
SLAPS ANTI-HOMOSEXUAL BIAS

Beeitton Forbids Closing Burs 
Catering to Known Inverts

Three Appeals Court Justices in California Declare 
that all persons ui>o behave themselves have a right 
to patronize a public bar, and the state legislature 
has no authority to pass laws against the free move, 
ment and association of individuals

The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control revoked the general on- 
sale liquor license of Albert Vallerga and Mary Azar. The Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Appeals Board affirmed the revocation. This appeal is 
taken from the judgment of the Superior Court denying a writ of mandate 
to compel the Department to annul its order and to reinstate the license.

In Tune of 1956 the Department filed its First Amended Accusation 
charging the licensees with the violation of section 2420(Xe) of the Bus
iness and Professions Code, in that 'From on or about September 7. 
1955 until the date hereof (June 1, 1956), the portions of the premises 
of the licensees, where the activities permitted by the license are con
ducted, have been and still are a resort for sexual perverts, to wit: Ho-

”  A lie iin g  was had on this accusation. The hearing officer recommend
ed a revocation. The Department adopted this recommendation and or
dered a revocation of the license. The Department found that there had 
been no prior formal accusations made against the licensees, and then 
found that the charge contained in the accusation, quoung it as charged, 
was true. It ^as also found that Vallerga, one of the licensees, admit
ted at the hearing that the premises 'were established as a resort for

11



lesbians and homosexuals, and that he was aware that said premises 
were a hangout for homosexuals,* For these reasons the Department de
termined that *the «continuance of the said license would be contrary to 
public welfare and morals within the meaning of said words as used in 
Article XX, Section 22, of the California Constitution.

The licensees appealed. The Appeals Board, without referring to any 
conduct of patrons on the licensed premises, held that, if the licensees 
knowingly permitted homosexuals to gath«»r on the licensed premises, it 
violated section 24200(e) and justified revocation of the license. There 
is not one word in the decision about illegal, immoral, disgusting or in
decent acts having been committed on the premises. The Department pro
secuted the case, and the Appeals Board affirmed it, without any refer
ence to the conduct of patrons while on the premises. The theory of both 
boards was that section 24200(e) prohibits the using of the licensed pre
mises as a resort or gathering place for sexual perverts; and that homo
sexuals are sexual prjrverts as a matter of law, and that if the licensed 
premises are so used,[a violation justifying revocation of the license has

occurred. i c-
This is a misinterpretation of the law. In the leading case of Stoumen

V. Riley, 37 Cal. 2d 713, the licnesee was charged with operating a dis
orderly house to which people, resorted for purposes which were injurious 
to public morals, health, convenience or safety. The trial Administtative 
Board found that the licensee maintained such a disorderly house in that 
he knowingly permitted persons of homosexual tendencies to patronize 
that bat and to use the bar as a meeting place. The Administrative Board 
ordered the suspension of the license. This was reversed by the Supreme 
Court in a unanimous opinion. The court pointed out that there *was no 
evidence of any illegal or immoral conduct on the premises or that the 
patrons resorted to the restaurant for purposes injurious to public mor
als* (p. 715), and then held that the disorderly house statute thfcre in- 
volyed di^not attempt to regulate mere patronage by any particular class 
of persons without regard to their conduct on the premises. The court 
stated (p^7l6): 'Members of the public of lawful age have a right to pa
tronize a public restaurant and bar so long as they are acting properly 
and are noj committing illegal or immoral acts; the propriet« has po right 
to exclude or eject a patron 'except for good cause,* and if he does so 
without good cause he is liable in damages. (See Civ. Code, Sections 
51, 52.) In analogous cases it has been held that a liquor license could 
not be revoked on the ground that prostitutes had dined in the licensee*s 
restaurant (In re Farley, 217 N,Y. 105 (111 N.E. 479) and that a convic- 
rion of maintaining a bawdy house was not supported by evidence that 
women of loose or inmioral character had obtained lodging in defendant's 
hotel (Patterson v. State, 9 Okla. Cr. 5(S4 (132 P . 693 , 695)). In the Pat-
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terson case die court pointed out that such women ate human beings en
titled to shelter and that it is not a crime to give them lodging unless it 
is done for immoral purposes. The same reasoning applies to the patron
age of a public restaurant and bar by homosexuals, and mere proof of pa
tronage, without proof of the commission of illegal or immoral acts on the 
premises, or resort theretb for such purposes, is  not sufficient to show a 
violation of section 58.*

It was then held that from the fact that homosexuals used the licensed 
premises as a meeting place it could not be inferred that illegal or j
immoral acts were committed on the premises. , »

lAfter determining that mere patronage did not violate the maintenance
of a disorderly house statute, the court then went on to hold that, be
cause of such patronage, the license could not be revoked under Arti
cle XX, section 22 of the Constitution, which provides that a license 
may be revoked if the administrative agency determines 'for good cause 
that the granting or continuance of such license would be contrary to pub
lic welfare or morals':^ The cdurt said (p. 717): 'The board's discretion 
under section 22, however, is not Absolute, but must be exercised in ac
cordance widi the law, and the provision that it may revoke a license 
•for good cause* necessarily implies that its decisions should be based 
on sufficient evidence and that it should not act arbitrarily m determin
ing what is contrary to public welfare or morals... In order to establish 
'good cause* for suspension of plaintifPs license, something m ae iw st 
be shown than that many of his patrons were homosexuals and that diey 
used his restaurant and bar as a meeting place.

The Stoumen case was decided in 1951. In 1955 the Legislature added 
section 24200(e) to the Business and Professions Code. (Stats, of 1955, 
p 2230 Chap. 1217.) As then amended, and as it now reads, that sec- 

S ti*on p r^ id e s , in part, that it shaU be a ground for the suspension or re
vocation of a license if 'the portion of the premises of the licensee upon 
which die activities permitted by the license ate conducted are a resort 
for illegal possessors or users of nacrotics, prostitutes, pimps, pander-
ers, or sexual perverts.’ •/ u r

Literally, this section seems to make revocation permissible if the li
censed premises are simply used as a 'resort* by 'sexual pervetts.’ But 
because such a literal interpretation would raise grave doubts as to the 
constitutionality of the section, it has not beert* literally construed It 
has been held that the section must be interpreted in view of the holding 
in the Stoumen case as to what constitutes 'good cause* ioi the revoca-  ̂
tion of a license. The reason for this interpretation is obvious. The Leg
islature, in enacting section 24200(e), acted under the authority and pow
er granted by Ardcle XX, Secsion 22 of the state Constitution. As * e  
section read in 1951 when the Stoumen case was decided, it provided



that the State Board of Equalization shall have the power, 'in  its discre
tion, to deny or revoke any specific liquor license if it shall determine 
for good cause that the granting or contii|uance of such license would be 
c o n t r ^  to public welfare! or morals.’ In the Stoumen case, as already 
pointed out, it was held that this provision did not confer uncontrolled 
discretion upon the Board, and that before a license could be revoked 
there must exist good cause, at d that in order to establish 'good cause’ 
under the section 'something more must be shown than that many of his 
patrons were homosexuals and mat they used his rest^i^ant and bar as a 
meeting place.’ While this Section of the Constitution was later amend
ed, in this respect, the Constitutional language is still as it was in 1951 
when the Stoumen case was decided. That case necessarily decided that 
'good cause’ for revocation of a license milst consist of something more 
than mere patronage; there must be conduct on the premises that indi
cates that the continuance of the license would be contrary to public 
welfare morals. Thus the Stoumen case necessarily decided that the 
Legislature was without power to provide that mere presence of a pro
hibited class was sufficient to revoke a license. It was for this reason 
and in order to preserve the constitutionality of section 24200(e) that it 
was held that mere presence of homosexuals or of sexual perverts under 
the section was not enough and that in the absence of improper or illegal 
conduct on the licensed premises, the license could not be revoked.

The first of the cases so holding was Kershaw v. Dept. Alcoholic Bev. 
Control, 155 Cal. App. 2d 544, decided in 1957. In that case the en
forcement officials contended, as they do here, that the use of the licensed 
premises as a meeting place for homosexuals was alone sufficient, under 
section 24200(e), to revoke the license. In refuting this contention, and 
in holding that improper conduct on the licensed premises was required 
before a license could be revoked, this court stated (p. 550): " It would 
seem a fair inference to conclude that in making that amendment (the add
ition of 24200(e)) the Legislature acted in the light of and consistently 
with the rule of the Stoumen case, by inference excluding from the cov
erage of subdivision (e) the type of conduct which the Supreme Court had 
declared harmless and not inimical to public welfare of morals. The court 
having so recently and with such clairty said it, why should the Legis
lature say it again?” There was, however, evidence of illegal and immoral 
conduct on the part of the patrons to the knowledge of the licensee suf
ficient to sustain the ^evocation.

This interpretation of section 24200(e) was reaffirmed in the recent 
case of Nickola v. Munro, 162 A.C.A. 488, decided in July of 1958. 
There, as in the Kershaw case, and in the instant case, it was conten
ded that, upon proof that homosexuals used the licensed premises as a 
meeting place, the license could be revoked. This court stated (p. 493):

\ ^

'New Paperbaeh Tiites
FABIAN a«d SA B^ books are designed primaiify as entertainment^ 
reading, but they oner setitnis commentary on cunent social attitude» 
and in most instances the authors diallenge long-standing tabot» 
against many types of sexual behavior. Some of tiie bodes are well 
written. All are easy reading. While th ^  are descriptively and conver
sationally frank and somehmes border on the sensational, their con
tent is not objectionable for adult readers. The bodes bdow are of
fered by mail order for the first time. All are priced at 50c eadi (35c 
plus I5c pcMdage and handling. Sales ta t is additional in California.

§ABER BOOKS
I AM A LESBIAN by Lora Sela. The love stoiy of Melba and Jan wifii 
a sympathetic presentation of its theme. 124 p.
THE STRANGE THREE by Louise Sherman. Here the principals are 
blood relatives, l56 p,
TURBULpiT DAUQITERS by Reese Heyes. Girls who were luscious, 
sexually benevolent and willing to show a stranger the finest hosp-. 
itality. 150 p.

FABIAN BOOKS
RENE by Kip Madiean. Mistaken identity leads a girl to believe that 
her lover is her bromer. 135 p.
THE LADY WAS A MAN by Mark Shane. A strange tie between a man 
and a woman leads to a startling revelation. 15o p.
THE GAY ONES fay Eve Linkletter. By no means a great answer to 
the riddle 6f "freaks of nature” v. "third sex.” 106 p.
IMPOSED REBELIJON by jfames Williams. A beautiful woman who 
knew the code of the South rat could not deny her passions. 148 p.
NOR FEARS 
“ goon

'Ears of  h ell  by Willlam Bennett. Ihe threat of Chicrao’s 
squad”  doesn’t seem to deter the sex-seeking hero a bit. 151 p.

SPEOAL PACKAGE DEAL 
AH 8 hooks postogo paid for

ALSO AVAILABLE NOW;
SEX d CENSORSHIP magazine, 1st and 2nd issues, 50c each
REPORT ON PORNOGRAPHY, published by Los Angeles Daily 
Journal, 24-page comprdieosive survey of obscene literature, 
cartoons, photographs and films in Southern California, with re
ports from attomOTS. police, churches, etc. Per copy, 25c plus 
lOc postage, total 35c.
HOMOPHILE lAAGAZINES, cunent and back issues as available.
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that the State Board of Equalization shall have the power, 'Ln its discre-. 
tion, to deny or revoke any specific liquor license if it shall determine 
for good cause that the granting or continuance of such license would be 
contrary to public welfare or morals.’ In the Stoumen case, as already 
pointed out, it was held that this provision did not confer uncontrolled 
discretion upon the Board, and that before a license could be revoked 
there must exist good cause, and that in order to establish 'good cause’ 
under the section 'something more must be shown than that many of his 
patrons were homosexuals and that they used his restaurant and bar as a 
meeting place.’ «'hile this section of the Constitution was later amend
ed, in this respect, the Constitutional language is still as it was in 1951 
when the Stoumen case was decided. That case necessarily decided that 
'good cause’ for revocation of a license must consist of something more 
than mere patronage; there must be conduct on the premises that indi
cates that the continuance of the license would be contrary to public 
welfare or morals. Thus the Stoumen case necessarily decided that the 
Legislature was without power to provide that mere presence of a pro
hibited class was sufficient to revoke a license. It was for this reason 
and in order to preserve the constitutionality of section 24200(e) that it 
was held that mere presence of homosexuals br of sexual perverts under 
the section was not enough and that in the absence of improper Or illegal 
conduct on the licensed premises, the license could not be revoked.

The first of the cases so holding was Kershaw v. Dept. Alcoholic Bev. 
Control, 155 Cal. App. 2d 544, decided in 1957. In that case the en
forcement officials contended, as they do here, that the use of the licensed 
premises as a meeting place for homosexuals was alone sufficient, under 
section 24200(e), to revoke/the license. In refuting this Contention, and 
in holding that improper crJiduct on the licensed premises was required 
before a license could be revoked, this court stated (p. 550): "It would 
seem a fair inference to conclude that in making that amendment (the add
ition of 24200(e)) the Legislature acted in the light of and consistently 
with the rule of'the Stoumen case, by inference excluding from the cov
erage of subdivision (e) the type of conduct which the Supreme Court had 
declared harmless and not inimical to public welfare or morals. The court 
having so recently and with such clairty said 'it, why should the Legis
lature say it again?’’ There was, however, evidence of illegal and immoral 
conduct on the part of the patrons to the knowledge of the licensee suf
ficient to sustain the revocation.

This interpretation of section 24200(e) was reaffirmed in the recent 
case of Nickola v. Munro, l62 A.C.A. 488, decided in July of 1958. 
There, as in the Kershaw case, and in the instant case, it was conten
ded that, upon proof that homosexuals u se d T ^  licensed premises as a 
meeting place, the license could be revoked. This court stated (p. 493):
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% 'New Paperback Tittee
FABIAN and SABES books are^ designed primarily as entertainment 
reading, but they offer serious commentary on current social attitudes 
and in most instances the auOiors challenge long-standing taboos 
against many types of sexual behavior. Some of the books are well 
written. All are easy reading. While tb ^  are descriptively and conver
sationally frank and somenmes border on the sensational, their con
tent is not objectionable for adult readers. The books below are of
fered by mail order for the first time. All are priced at SOc each (35c 
plus 15c postage and handling. Sales tax is additional in California.

SABER BOOKS
I Allt A LESBIAN by Lota Sela. The love story of Melba and Jan with 
a sympathetic presentation of its theme. 124 p.
THE STRANGE THREE by Louise Sherman. Here the principals are 
blood relatives. 156 p.
TURBULENT DAUGHTERS W Reese Hayes. Girls who were luscious, 
sexually benevolent and willing to show a stranger the finest hosp-. 
itality. 150 p.

FABIAN BOOKS
RENE by Kip Madigan. Mistaken identity leads a girl to believe that 
her lover is her brother. 135 p.
THE LADY WAS A MAN by Mark Shane. A strange tie between a man 
and a woman leads to a startling revelation. 15o p.
THE GAY ONES by Eve Linkletter-. By no means a great answer to 
the riddle of "freaks of nature” v. "third sex.” 106 p.
IMPOSED REBELLION by James Williams. A beautihil woman who 
knew the code of tiie South but could not deny her passions. 148 p.
NOR FEARS OF HELL by William Bennett. The threat of Chicago’s 
"goon squad”  doesn't seem to deter the sex-seeking hero a bit. iSl p.

SPECIAL PACKAGE DEAL
All 8 books postago paid for •3

ALSO AVA IUBLE  NOW;
SEX d CENSORSHIP magazine, 1st and 2nd issues, SOc each
REPORT ON PORNOGRAPHY, published by Los Angeles Daily 
J oumal, 24-page comprehensive survey of obscene literature, 
cartoons, photographs and films in Southern California, with re-

--------ports from attorneys, police, churches, etc. Per copy, 25c plus
10c postage, total 35c.
HOMOPHILE MAGAZINES, current and back issues as available, 
of ONE, The Ladder (SOc each); ONE INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 
on Homophile Studies, $1.00 per copy. Add 10c postage per 
order. No sales tax on periomcals.
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TH£ PUUONG HEART by Deborah Deuteoh« H lla i7  and Linda« a f te r  a  o ar-  
r lag a  ithloh they t r y  to  m ke "nom al" , both explore the -world of homo» 
•exuallty«  The atory I s  both syapathetlo  and shooklngi r lo h  w ith Gay 
World d e ta i l ,  2?1 pages, $3« 75

THE PANE OF GLASS Igr John Barlow Martin* Inside  th e  "insane aqylum" of 
Columbus S ta te  Hospital in  Ohio, th is  b r i l l i a n t  Jo u rn a lis t and soolol* 
I g ls t  looks in to  the seldotifexplored -world o f the sohlzophrenlos* Es- 
p eo la lly  valuab le fo r  th e ra p is ts  and sounsalors* 337 Poses, $6.00

THE DAY ON FIRE by James Ramsey Ullnan* This TOD-pasa n o v e l based on 
th e  l i f e  of th e  poet Rlodtaud, oontalns a lenghty episode in  the pro> 
ta g o n is t 's  l i f e  In  the  P aris  homosexual world* $3*95

SIGMUND FMUD'S MISSION by Erloh Fromm* A flankpsyohoanalytlo  app ra is
a l  of the  Master of Psyohoanalysls, explain ing many of h is  a c tio n s  and 
b e l ie f s  th a t  have been e i th e r  l^ io red  or m isin te rp reted  by th e  hero-'' 
-worshipers, $3,00 ’

AUBADE by Kenneth M artin, A tender and se n s itiv e  sto ry  about a  l6  year 
o ld  boy idio i s  awakening to  h is  hqmosexuel o r ie n ta tio n , a l l  th e  more 
remarkable because of the youth of the au thor, $3*00

i
THE PROBLEM OP HOMOSEXUALITY by Chas. Berg and C liffo rd  A llen , M.D.»a, 
Every aspect of the sub ject i s  presented in  pro and con fash ion  by two 
eminent B r it i s h  p sy o h la trls ts*  Includes f u l l  Wolfenden Report on Homo
se x u a lity , $4*50 >

1

THE PLAGUE OF LUST byUr* Ju liu s  Rosenbaum* A 400-page heoidbook of c las
s ic a l  ero to logy, an indespensable add ition  to  l ib r a r ie s  o f s tuden ts of 
h is to ry a n d  medlolne because o f  i t s  i n s i s t  in to  Greek and Roman venery* 
$6*00

THEY STAND APART ed ited  by Judge Tudor Roes and Harley V, U s i l l ,  A c r i t 
i c a l  survey of the  problem of homosexuality, $3*75

Send f u l l  rem lttanoe with order p lus postage: 20^ fo r  f i r s t  book, lOjf 
each ad d itio n a l book; plus 4^ sa les  ta x  in  Calif*

A HISTORY OF
SEXUAL

CUSTOiVlS
s. By RICHARD U^INSOHN, M.D*

awWier el 4w>wiwla Slew —4 SSyrtm
Fex, while one of the shorter 

Words in the language, has per
haps been the subject of more 
discussion than any other aspect 
of human behavior. Dr. Lewin- 
loba is not interested in worry
ing the subject in the ways tbiu 
have lately become so familiar. 
His approach it not statistical, 
not psychoanalytic. It ia histori
cal. He traces, with documenta
tion and detachment, the story of 
human sex-life in relation to the 
arts, the social structure, law, 
medicine, superstition and cus
toms, historical change.

Since the dawn of history, as 
Dr. Lewinsobn relates, man hat 
honored asceticism and the most 
extreme forms of sexual curiosi
ty; has punished the breach of 
the marriage vows by death and 
passed through periods when it 
was considered ridiculoua if not 
actually foolhardy for a woman 
to love'her husband. In Babylon, 
man offered his women to the 
temple gods as prostitutes, in 
Egypt insisted on incestuous wed
lock for his Pharaohs. Woman 
has been chattel and goddess, 
oracle and the instrument of the 
devil. Man’s sex life is more than 
his acts, and mueh of the fascina

ting detail in this book k 
oerned with his amazingly varied 
attitudes.

Abkaham Stone, M.D., ai^ 
thor of A h iv r itt M ataui and 
other booki, haa tbk to aay of 
the approach, purpose and value 
of A HtsTonY OP Sexual C i»  
toms: “Dr. LOwinsohn’s book k 
a aober, dignified and acholariy 
preaentatiott . . .  I, feel that the 
volume nukes a very valuable 
contribution to our understand
ing of l a  mores and sex behav
ior in iIm history of man.”
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Compiled by Carl B. Harding, Director 

Department of Education

Mattachine ^cictg, M.

EDUCATIOIM
HAIVDBOOK

<
t’. ■!

The new Educational Handbook, prepared early in 1959 by the 
Director of Education for the Mattachine Society, is more than a 
guide to conducting a Mattachine education program. This book 
is  actually a comprehensive reference source and "how to do i t” 
guide for presenting a wide variety of programs on the sex educa
tion subject, including large and small group discussions, mod
erated panel forums, sound tape programs, films, radio and tele
vision materials, etc. It is replete with suggested sources of aid 
and carries a long list of topics and titles for all of these var
ious programs. Also listed are a variety of public relations con
tacts useful in planning and presenting programs on sex educa
tion subjects for sponsoring organizations such as the Matta
chine Society, University study groups, etc.

The 64-page booklet se lls  for $1.00 per copy.

Mat/ Orders NOW to:

HtnOac/tùti R E V I E W
6 9 3  M iu ie n  Stree t S o n  F ronc isco  5, C a lif .

” We do not think that section 24200, subdivision (e),'was passed by the 
Legislature to repeal or to change the rule of the Stoumen case to the 
effect that improper or illegal or immoral conduct must occur on the pre
mises before discipline of the licensee is permitted,* but was passed with 
the Stoumen case in mind to clarify the rule of that case .”  In the Nickola 
case there was ample evidence of iitproper conduct on the premises, and 
of the licensee’s knowledge of such conduct.

Petitions for hearing were denied in both the Kershaw and Nickola ca
ses. It must, therefore, be accepted that, under section 24200(e), a ' 
license may not be suspended or revoked simply because homosexual;; 
or sexual perverts patronize the bar in question. Before such deprivation 
can occur therex^must be improper, illegal, disgusting or immoral acts 
of conduct committed on the premises to the knowledge of the licensee. 
As already pointed out, unless section 24200(e) is so interpreted, there 
would be grave doubts as to its constitutionality. The Stoumen case was 
interpreting what constitutes "good cause” for the revocation of a license 
under the Constitution. This constituted a limitation on the Legislature 
as well as on the administrative board. The only way the constitution- . 
ality of section 24200(e) could be saved was to assume that the Legis
lature was not attempting to Over-rule the Supreme Court’s interpreta
tion of the Constitution, but was acting in conformity thereto. That is the 
explanation of the Kershaw and Nickola cases.

In the present case the proceeding was commenced and tried on the 
theory that mere patronage by homosexuals, to the knowledge of the li
censees, was sufficient to warrant a revocation of the license. As al
ready pointed out, there is no charge or finding thar immoral, improper, 
disgusting or illegal acts were committed on the premises.The respondent 
nevertheless, seeks to uphold the revocation on the ground that there 
was substantial evidence of such conduct. A'e think that respondent may 
properly urge such a contèntion, and that, if tlîe record shows such con
duct, the judgment should be affirmed.

The period involved in the charge contained in the amended accu
sation is from September 7, 1955, to June 1, 1956, a period of about 
nine months. The bar commenced operations in 1946, and in 1950 Vall- 
etga purchased a half interest. During all the period it was operating, 
and particularly during the nine-month period involved in the charges, 
there had been no arrests for improper conduct on the preiiises, except 
one when the bartender called the police to eject an intoxicated patron. 
During the nine-month period involved in the charge, the licensed prem
ises were subjected to frequent and intensive surveillance by the city 
and military police. Admittedly, not once during this period did the police 
call attention of the licensees or their employees to any improper acts on 
the part of patrons that they had observed, nor was^any person arrested
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The new Educational Handbook, prepared early in 1959 by the 
Director of Education for the Mattachine Society, is more than a 
guide to conducting a Mattachine education program. This book 
is  actually a comprehensive reference source and "how to do i^”  
guide for presenting a wide variety of programs on the sex educa
tion subject, including large and small group discussions, mod  ̂
erated panel forums, sound tape programs, films, radio and tele
vision materials, etc. It is replete with suggested sources of aid 
and carries a long list of topics and titles for all of these var
ious programs. Also listed are a variety of public relations con
tacts u ^ fu l in planning and presenting programs on sex educa
tion subjects for sponsoring organizations such as the Matta
chine Society, University study groups, etc.

The 64-page booklet sells  for $1.00 per copy.

MaH Orders NOW to:
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693 Minion Slraot Son Frondico 5, Calif.

"We do not think that section 24200, subdivision (e), was passed by the 
Legislature to repeal or to change the rule of the Stoumen case to the 
effect that improper or illegal or immoral conduct must occi^ on the pre- 
nises before discipline of the licensee is permitted, but was passed with 
the Stoumen case in mind to clarify the rule of that case .”  In the Nickola 
case there was ample evidence of inpropmr conduct on the premises, and 
of the licensee’s knowledge of such conduct.

Petitions for hearing were denied in both the Kershaw apd Nickola ca
ses. It must, therefore, be accepted that, under section 24200(e), a 
license may not be suspended or revoked simply because homosexuals 
or sexual perverts patronize the bar in question. Before such deprivation 
can occur there must be improper, illegal, disgusting or immoral acts 
of conduct committed on the premises to the knowledge of the licensee. 
As already pointed out, unless section 24200(e) is so interpreted, there 
would be grave doubts as to its constitutionality. The Stoumen case was 
interpreting what constitutes "good cause’*for thç  ̂revocation of a license 
under the Constitution. This constituted a limitation on the Legislature 
as well as on the administrative board. The only way the constitution
ality of section 24200(e) could be saved was to assume that the Legis
lature was not attempting to over-rule the Supreme Court’s interpreta
tion of the Constitution, but was acting in conformity thereto. That is the 
explanation of the Kershaw and Nickola cases.

In the present case the proceeding was commenced and tried on the 
theory that mere patronage by homosexuals, to the knowledge of the li
censees, was sufficient to warrant a revocation of the license. As al
ready pointed out, there is no charge or finding that immoral, impiroper, 
disgusting or illegal acts were committed on the premises. The respondent 
nevertheless, seeks to uphold the revocation on the ground that there 
was substantial evidence of such conduct. We think that respondent may 
properly urge such a contention, and that, if the record shows such con
duct, the judgment should be affirmed.

The period involved in the charge contained in the amended accu
sation is from September 7, 1955, to June 1, 1956, a period of about 
nine months. The bar commenced operations in 1946, and in 1950 Vall- 
erga purchased a half interest. During all the period it was operating, 
and particularly during the nine-month period involved in the charges, 
there had been no arrests for improper conduct on the premses, except 
one when the bartender called the police to eject an intoxicated patron. 
During the nine-month period intolved in the charge, the licensed ptem- 
ises were subjected to frequent and intensive surveillance by the city 
and military police. Admittedly, not once during this period did the police 
call attention of the licensees or their employees to any improper acts on 
the part of patrons that they had observed, nor was any person arrested



for in^oper acts on the premises.
At me'hearing, the enforcement officials were primarily interested in 

provihg that the bar had a general reputation for. being a hangout for 
homosexuals. This was done under that {xxdon of section 24200(e) pro
viding tlBt "the character of the premises may be proved by the general 
reputation of the premises in the community as a resort for . . .  sexual 
perverts." There is no doubt that the enforcement officials proved that 
the licensed premises were used as a meeting place by homosexuals, 
the Deputy Chief of the Oakland Police Department, the Patrol Captain 
of the area where the bar is located, the sergeant in charge of that patrol 
the patrol officer in the area, and the setgeant in charge of the Armed 
Forces Police all testified that the reputation of the bar was bad in that 
its patronage consisted almost exclusively of homosexuals and lesbians. 
This fact was not in controversy. In fact, Vallerga, one of the licensees, 
testified that the bar was established in 1946 for homosexuals, and that 
it continued to be such an establishment from that date up to-the date of 
the hearing; that in 1950, when he purchased a one-half interest in the 
bar, he consulted an attorney and was advised that since his bar was 

 ̂ a public place, he was under a duty, and had the right, to serve his cus
tomers as long as they behaved themselves. Obviously; this evidence 
that the bar was largely patronized by homosexuals, is of importance only 
in showing that the licensee knew or should have known of this fact. 
Since the licensee admitted this fact, there was no dispute as to it. ' 
Contrary to the contention of the enforcement officials, this fact alone, 
as already pointed Out, was not sufficient to justify a revocation of the 
license.

All of the police officials laid great emphasis upon the fact that the 
majority of female customers were dressed in mannish attire, and that the 
patrons of the bar usually paired off men with men, aiid women with wo
men. These facts, if entitled to any legal significance, merely emphasized 
the fact that the patrons were homosexuals or lesbians. Of themselves, 
these acts did not amount to immoral, indecent, disgusting or inproper 
acts. They merely tended to prove that the patrons were homosexuals, 
a fact the licensee admitted. This fact alone, for reasons already stated, 
did not justify revoking the license.

During the nine-month period of intensive surveillance the police 
officers did testify that they did observe a few isolated acts which 
are relied upon to support the revocation order. Several of the police of
ficers testified that, on occasion, women were observed dancing with, 
and kissing, other women. This is not necessarily offensive, illegal or 
improper conduct that would justify the- revocation of the license. *

The most damaging testimony was given by a policewoman who went to 
the bar as an undercover agent. She testified that she sat at a table and

T
that a patron dressed in mannish costume sat down and stated to her 
'You’re a cute litde butch.* Later in die evening this patron kissed the 
witness. A waitress of the establishment. Buddy by name, came by and 
warned the participants that if diey wanted to continue such activity they 
sholud go into the test room. Other than through this waitress,.there was 
no evidence the licensees knew of this activity or that they had been told 
of it. The officer did not complain to anyone about this conduct.

Another police officer (who had been in the bar 10 times) on one oc
casion observed a display of affection between two men. He observed 
these two embrace and whisper to each other with their foreheads touch
ing. He heard one of the men state to the bartender 'Arley and I are going 
steady.’ There was no evidence that the acts of affection between these 
two men were or should have been observed by the licensees or their em
ployees.

This is a fair summary of the alleged misconduct that was observed 
during the nine-month period. Sòme of the officers visited the bat Airing 
this period almost daily, while others were present several times a week. 
At most, the conduct observed indicated that the patrons were homosex
uals. But that fact alone will not support thè revocation. The conduct ob
served was not similar to the conduct observed in the Kershaw and 
Nickola cases which was held to support revocation otdets. There the 
conduct was,disgusting, immoral and illegal. It clearly demonstrated that 
the continuance of the licenses would be 'contrary to public welfare or 
morals.’ The same cannot be said of the conduct observed here.

The other contentions of appellants attacking the constitutionality of 
section 24200(e) on various grounds were all decided adversely to appel
lants in the Kershaw or Nickola cases, or in both, and are without merit.

The judgment is reversed with instructions to the trial court to grant a 
peremptory writ of mandate directing the Administrative Board to set 
aside its order of revocation and to take such further action as may be
proper.

(SIGNED) Peters, P. / .
We Concur: Bray, / . .  and Fred B. Wood, / .
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AN m PO R tA N T  NEW BOOK--------
THE HOMOSEXUAL IN UTERATURE: a 32-page printed hibUography of over 
600 novels, short stories, plays, biographies, etc., dealing exclusively 
male theme. An important study, limited to 1000 copies. Please order at $1.50
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COMPENDIOUS BUT WORTH IT

T H E Y  W A L K  IN  SH A D O W , by J. D. Mercer. Com et P r e i i  B o o k i,  New York, 1959. 573 p., 
55.95. R ev iew ed  by W allace  Maxey, editor, S E X  & C E N S O R S H IP  m agazine, and 
author o f * 'M on  Is  a Sexua l B e in g . '*

THEY WALK IN SHADOW’ is really a compendious collection of the 
views held by scholars in various schools of thought on the fact of 'sex 
deviation.’ To this compendium the author inserts his personal views, 
criticisms, conclusions, and suggestions for dealing further with the pro
blem that has plagued the social, academic, and political orders of man
kind for centuries.

To the student of sexology, the book will have special value. In one 
volume, J. D. Mercer has adroitly assembled 'views’ given by the orig
inators of such varying opinions as Freud, Stekel, Hirschfeld, Henry and 
Albert Ellis. If one can wade thru the 573 pages, he will come to the 
conclusion there is very little agreement on the subject of 'sex deviation’ 
in the academic world and far less in the social or~political order.

To the reader who is familiar with 'The Homosexual In America' by 
Donald Webster Cory (Greenburg, N.Y.), I suggest reading THEY WALK 
IN SHADOW. Cory’s Book is a sort of motherly thing. The advice given 
in general, assumes the sex deviate’ is  outside religious-social-politi
cal structure of the contemporary setup. The best he can do is  play 
straight, even though his heart isn’t in it. He should not be so foolish 
as to think anyone can presently change the status quo.

Mercer takes a far more militant stand on the issue in THEY WALK IN 
SHADOW. He would agree with Rene Guyon that the 'sex deviate’, heter
osexual or homosexual or both combined, docs 'have the right to estab
lish international organizations and procedures to combat and suppress 
throughout the world the sexual conceptions that many disapprove.’ Mer
cer IS definitely in the pro-sexual field. He is opposed to more laws that 
would tighten the reins in controlling sex behavior. Again, with Guyon, 
he probably would admit that humanity in general has allowed itself to 
become a 'sjlave of the prohibitory laws that govern it .’

Mercer’s opinions will be challenged by many authorities, both legal 
and academic. He will be denounced by the 'd isease school* of thought 
in psychiatry, psychology and psychosoma tics, for his treatment of 'sex 
deviation.,’ In his approach he nearly opens the door of the existential 
school of'psychoanalysis but never quite makes the grade.

The g r^^ est criticism I have of the format of the book is its lack of
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index. Perhaps when the second edition is published this may be added. 
The chapters are too long, and should be broken down under sub-headings.

On the whole THEY WALK IN SHADOW is a very courageous addition 
to thinking in the world of sexology;

THE GIDE OF JAPAN

C O N F E S S IO N S  O F  A  M A S K ,  by Y u k lo  M lih lm o. N orfolk, Conn.: N r »  D Iractlon«, 1958.
T ra n ila te d  In fo  En g lix li by M w od ifb  Woolhorby. R ov low od  by Anton D osm onno i

'CONFESSIONS OF A MASK* was first published in the original Japatf- 
esc ten years ago. The 33 year old author, who is both novelist and play
wright, ranks high among Japan’s post-war men of letters. Readers of 
English can be grateful to th^ transaltor for makiqg avaUable this remark
able work by a young writer of Whom Christopher Isherwood has declared, 
'Here is a Japanese Gide.’

The novel appears to be autpbiographical, The narrator-hero, Kochan, 
is  reared beside the sickbed of a neurotic grandmother. Exercising the 
Oriental mothet-in-law’s immemorial privilege of tyranny, she virtually 
kidnaps this sickly grandson dnd crushes him to her bosom with a pos
sessiveness that rules out all play with other boys. 'At the age of twelve 
I had a true-love sweetheart, aged sixty.’ The always delicate Kochan 
contracts tuberculosis in infancy, and nearly dies of an attack of auto
intoxication just before his fourth birthday.

In such an atmosphere the nascent sexuality of an imaginative child 
can hardly escape the morbid. Kochan’s childhood dreams are haunwd 
with 'death and pools of blood and muscular flesh,’ fed by dueling 
scenes from his reading. A painting of the martyred St. Sebastian se ts  
the precocious boy on the road to self-understanding, concretiring an 
early-awakened sense of «agedy into a sense of alienation from the mass 
of humanity. The atmosphere of alienatipn-'my grief at being eternally 
excluded’-has seldom been described so truthfully in the litcranire of 
homosexuality. For the hom ose^al’s sense of exclusion differs in kind 
from that felt by other 'minorities,’ as does the homosexual’s 'strange, 
piercing unrest’ at the thought of growing old, an emotion also not con
fined to homosexuals hut having special poignancy for them. The pres
sure of society and the power of the man-and-maid romances that form 
the bulk of Kochan’s youthful reading ate so compelling that the boy is 
long unaware of the true nature of his 'difference’- a  universally attested 
phenomenon among homosexuals growing up in a non-homosexual en

Yet unmistakable signs point the direction in which Kochan s deepest 
desires are oriented. In stories it is always the prince rather than the
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princess that engages his attention and his sympathies. He is 'knocked 
flat' to learn that the figure he has taken for a handsome knight in a pic* 
ture book is in reality that of Joan of Arc and not a young man., As his 
school days wear on, thbre is growing dismay at his inability to te  stir
red by feminine fantasies of any sort, and his realization that the word 
'woman' holds literally no appeal for his emotions. For he receives no 
more sensual impression from 'woman' than from 'pencil,' or 'automobile',, 
or 'broom.' When a girl cousin leans her head on his thigh, he experiences 
no sexual feeling, but simple 'an extremely luxurious pleasure, like that 
feeling produced by the weight of a decoration hanging on the breast.'

More positively, the concept of maleness has intoxicated him from in
fancy. One of his earliest memories is of the attraction felt for a night- 
soil man wearing tight trousers. A young high school instructor writing on 
the blackboard becomes in Kochan's schoolboy imagination a statue of the 
nude 'Hercules Drawing the Bow.' The reader watches Kochan at fourteen 

i fitting his overshoes carefully into the footprints oj Omi, a muscular 
’ schoolmate who becomes the object of his first love, a love soon ac

knowledged in Kochan' heart as frankly sexual. Omi sets the pattern of 
qualities that will attract the physically weaker Kochan throughout l i fe -  
'strength, an impression of overflowing blood, ignorance, rough gestures, 
careless speech, and the savage melancholy inherent in flesh not tainted 
in any way with intellect.'

Kochan's woman-dominated childhood may well stand as a sufficient 
explanation for his homosexuality, but the hero himself seems to believe 

I somewhat naively, that his condition is congenital. Less dubious is his 
analysis of his lasting blood-lust as a, reciprocal effect of anemia, a 
theory at least as tenable as current proposals that homasexuality arises 
from defidiency in hormones or vitamins. Kochan is early obsessed with 
the 'spectacle of outpouring blood,' and his dreams center on situations 
such as the planning of a murder theater whefc young gladiators will of
fer up their lives for his amusement—'1 was completely in love with any 
youth who wai killed.' In frank and never prurient self-revelation, Kochan 
discusses his addiction to 'the solitary vice' and certain fetishes-  
slaughter, armpits« the odot of sweat.

But Kochan's awareness does not bring acceptance of himself. He is 
driven to make the attempt, by sheet will, to persuade others that he is 
just like them. With tragic precocity he devises a masquerade that he 
will play out to the end. Early, he has played joylessly at war with girl 
cousins, in that sardonic and paradoxical mood 'by which we crave things 
which we actually do not want at a ll.' It is a familiar symptom, this 
masochistic exploiting of a disliked role. Kochan suffers agonies from 
the leaden falseness of his relations'with women. He forcibly calls up 
images of women in lascivious poses. He pretends to be in love with a
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succession of women. He permits himself to hope flickeringly that he can 
'change,' and even visits a prostitute, with total failure as the result, of 
course. ,

Finally, he pursues Sonoko, a classmate's sister, developing a wistful 
tenderness for her that awakens the girl's love and allows her to dream of 
imrriage. But at the showdown he backs out, as he has known he would, 
disappointing both their families. In a subtly conceived final scene, 
Kochan for a moment half fears and half hopes that he has betrayed his 
secret to the sensitive girl who has now married another—he has stared 
with undisguisable passion at one of the tough young males who draw 
him so irresistibly. But Sonoko, like most of humanity, has been trained 
not to see ¡things that should not be seen, and fortunately—or unfortunate
ly-does niot notice. The reader shares Kochan’s own ironic mixture of 
relief and sorrow' that the masquerade has worked and no doubt will con
tinue to work. 'I believed optimistically that once the performance was 
finished the curtain would fall and the audience would never see the act
or without his make-up.' It is a hope echoed, and realized, by numberless 
reluctant wearers of masks sinte the birth of mankind.

The Occidental reader may be pardoned for wondering whether Kochan 
and his creator are representative modem Japanese. The book is prefixed 
with a long quotation from 'The Brothers Karamazov.' Kochan reads 'Quo 
Vadis,' cites Hirschfeld, pores over illustrations depicting statues of 
Greek athletes, and shows wide acquaintance with European romantic 
literature. Still, the setting and the minor characters are exotic despite 
the vividness of their portrayal, and the book undeniably possesses the 
added interest of topicalness for the Western reader: Japan in the 30’s, 
Japan in wartime, swept with the 'wave of hypocritical stoicism' that 
afflicts any country at the outbreak of war but offering youths like 
Kochan only the trancelike boredom of inefficient camps and a life spent 
largely in trains; the pervading sense of transitoriness as defeat; becomes 
certain. 'Life struck us as being a strangely volatile thing. It was ex
actly as though life were a salt lake from which most of the water had 
suddenly evaporated, leaving such a heavy concentration of salt that our
bodies floated buoyantly upon its surface.

CONFESSIONS OF A MASK brings the modem J a p a n e s e  homosexual in
to focus. As the jacket reminds us, the story of Kochan and his mask 
could happen in any civilized country.

\

It is better to have a right de
stroyed than to abandon it because 
of fear.

— P h il ip  M a n n
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u n ite
R E V IE W  E D IT O R ;  In  cons id e rin g  the 
p o s s ib le  tormotion of a chapter In my 
city, th is  question  a r ise s :  Whot I s  the 
d ifference between an oreo counc il ond 

s a  chapter?-W «C*,M .D«, Penn,

E D IT O R ’S N O T E ;  P r io r  to September 
1958» M ottoch ine organ iza tiona l s tru c 
ture Included  chopters and area coun
cils under the Beard  of D irectors. It 
w os customary for In it ia l groups to be 
formed in vo rlou s c it ie s  to be se t  up a s  
chapters first, then an area counc il 
fo llow ed whenever two or more chap
ters were formed in thot lo ca lity . H ow 
ever, th is  system  appeared top-heovy 
and at the 1958 convention  in  New 
Yo rk , the So fle ty  voted to a b o lish  the 
chapter requirement, and In stead  form 
an area counc il In any d is t in c t  lo co llty  
such  a s  a m etropolitan area, a s  soon 
a s  f ive  members jo ined  a s  a group for 
that purpose. Chapters, therefore, can 
be e stob lished  ond  m olntoined, but th is  
is  no longer a requirement—the A reo 
C ou n c il has been designated  os the 
b a s ic  unit henceforth.

R E V IE W  E D IT O R ;  I w os recently In 
troduced to your R E V IE W '—very good 
reod ingl M rs. O .G .S., C a lifo rn ia

R E V IE W  E D IT O R ;  D u rin g  the past two 
m onths, I howe introduced M attoch ine 
to severa l people. O ne  m inister, the 
former executive  secretory , of on O h io  
c ity  church federotlon, sa id , ’Truth is  
so  b ig and va st  one connot c la im  to 
know  it a ll... I know  very litt le  about 
the problem, but I am w illin g  to learn. 
H ow  soon  and where do you P la n  to 
have an organ iza tlono l m ee tin g?’ A n 
other m in iste r d id  not rep ly  to m y let
ter. A  third  J o s  very evo sive . Unfortu- 
notely, o lthoygh  I hod requested thot 
my letter ond p io n s  for a p o s s ib le  Area 
C ou nc il be held  In  confidence, th is 
m in iste r presented the matter to h is  
church boord. N o  p ub lic  report re su lt
ed, but one member (of church 
boord) reocted by sta t in g  thot I f  there 
were any h om osexue ls  in  the Church 
Sch oo l, they (the church) vrould get 
rid  of them very qu ick ly....O the r Ind l- 

' v ld u o ls  were open-m inded, eoger to

learn and sym pathetie...l b e lieve  there 
I s  an  opportunity In  O h io  which  shou ld  
not be neglected. P le a se  do not think 
I am ove r-zea lou s. A fte r 17  ye a rs  o s  a 
m in ister ond a s  a m iss io no ry  In  C h ino , 
1 know  that p rogre ss  m ust be mode 
s lo w ly  ond w ise ly .  On the other hond, 
noth ing I s  och leved  w ithout o bogln- 
n ln g .-M r .  J.W .D., O h io

E D IT O R ’S N O T E :  T he  above writer, 
liv in g  in  w est-control O h io , ’ not for 
from C o lum bus cmd C in c in n a t i,  w ould  
l ik e  to leod In formotion o f  an A reo 
C o u n c il In  thot region. W ill R E V IE W  
readers in  thot area In terested  In th is , 
project p le o so  com m unicate w ith the 
M attoch ine  Soc ie ty  so  that they moy be 
informed o f p lan s for an organ izotiona l 
m eeting? ^

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  With a Rrm belief 
In  o n e 's  p rin c ip le s  It  Is  s t i l l  Im p o s s i
b le  to p ro fe ss tho se  b e lie fs  pub lic ly  
becouse  of re tribu tion s to on e ’s  fom lly, 
fr iend s and b u s in e s s  a s so c lo te s .  T he  
re su lt i s  too mony o f u s  ore left bereft 
o f k indred  s p ir it s  with whom we could  
d is c u s s  mutual problem s. P resum ob ly  
th is  i s  re so lved  for tho se  w ith in  e a sy  
o c c e s s  to a M attoch ine  group, but what 
o f tho se  who aren’t ?  O ne cannot recog
n is e  0 k indred  sp ir it  m erely by lo ok in g  
ot him, m d  It  i s n 't  po lite  to stare. 
Connot o sm oll, d isc re e t  pin be d e s ig n 
ed for lape l wear by eie inbers ond sub 
sc r ib e rs  to the R E V IE W  and local 
n e w sle tte rs7 -M r. E .C .,  N ew  Je rse y

E D IT O R ’S  N O T E :  Such  o p in  ha s been 
d esigned , but on ly  for members of the 
Soc ie ty. It  s e l l s  for $1.50 from the N a
tional office . A c t iv e , sub sc r ib in g , hon- 
orory ond o d v lso r  members ore  a ll en
titled  to weor It. However, the Intro
duction  of th is  lopel p in  I s  In  no woy 
intended to se rve  o s  ony attempt to 
identify  ’k indred  s p ir i t s ’—or, a s  we 
presum e you  moon,pother hom osexuo ls. 
We understond  your fe e l in g s—and the 
fe e lin g s  o f o th e rs-o b o u t  th is , but the 
M o t t o ^ in e  d oe s not c o n s id e r  It  per
m is s ib le  to Is s u e  ony su c h  Identify ing  
I n s l ^ l o .  B e in g  a hom oeexuol Is  no 
criterion  for M attoch ine  membership.

ond known non -hom osexua ls do belong. 
T he  pin, therefore, se rve s  on ly  those 
o f the m em bership who care to pur
chase  it, ond os such  It  Identifie s 
Mottochine, ond not o hom osexuol, per

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  In  ’C o l l in g  Sh o ts ,’ 
February R E V IE W ,  you mentioned that 
M is s  H elen K in g  w os to partic ipate  in 
a d is c u ss io n  of the re lo tlon sh ip  be
tween hom osexuo lity  and handwriting.
1 think It w ould  be h igh ly  In teresting 
to rood on a rtic le  on th is  subfect in the 
R E V IE W  by M is s  K in g . I s  It p o s s ib le ?  
Mr. C .M . ,C A L IF .  ^

E D IT O R 'S  N O T E :  M is s  K in g , a post
president of the A m erican  Gropholo- 
g lco l Soc iety, spoke  to a |oint meeting 
of the Mottoch ine Soc ie ty  ond Daugh
ters of B l l i t is  In New  Yo rk . We hove 
requested that th is  ta lk  be made ava il
ab le  o s  on a rtic le  for an eorly edition 
of the R E V IE W .

R E V I E W  E D I T O R :  Y o u r  m a g a 
z i n e  h o s  b e e n  c o m in g  o u t  w ith  
w o n d e r f u l l y  g o o d  a r t i c l e s  th a t  
w e  l i k e ,  a n d  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  
s t o r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  fn  th e  F e b 
r u a r y  i s s u e - i t  w a s  j u s t  g r e e t .  
K e e p  u p  th e  g o o d  w o rk  a n d  m o y -  
b e  s o m e d a y  w o  c o n  lo o k  up  to 
o t h e r  p e o p le ,  If  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  
I m e a n ,  o n d  h o v e  n o  f e a r  n o r  
s h a m e . . t h e n  w e  c o n  g iv e  o i l  
o u r  h e o r t s  h o v e  to  g i v e . — M r .  A .  
L . ,  I l l i n o i s

R E V I E W  E D I T O R :  I w a s  f o r t u 
n a t e  e n o u g h  to  b e  in  th e  B a y  
A r e a  w h e n  K P F A  d id  th e  f in e  
b r o o d c a s t  o n  ’ T h e  H o m o s e x u o l  
In  O u r  S o c i e t y . '  I s h o u l d  l i k e  
to  s u b s c r i b e  to the  R E V I E W  — 
p l e o s e  b i l l  m e . v M r .  J . D . H . ,  
C a l i f o r n i o

E D I T O R ’ S  n o t e * T h e  t r o n s -

ci^ipt o f  t h e  o b o v e  2 - h o u r  p ro 
g ra m  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  In  p e r 
m a n e n t  p o p e r b a c k  fo rm  by  R o n -  
G r o p h ic  P r e s s ,  a n d  s e l l s  fo r 
$ 1 . 0 0  a c o p y .

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  T h e  K P F A - F M  
b o o k le t ,  " T h e  H o m o se x u a l in  O u r   ̂
S o c i e t y , "  w h ic h  com e to my o ften - | 
t ion  la s t  w e e k , m ade re fe ren ce  to 
yo u r  o r g o n iz o t lo n .  I am a s tu d e n t  at 
a U n iv e r s i t y ,  and  h o v e  lo ng  hod  
both  on o c o d e m ie  and  o p e rso n o l 
in te re s t  in  the s t a t u s  o f the hom o
s e x u o l  m in o r ity  group  in  the U .S .  
P le a s e  se n d  more in fo rm ation !
Mr. J . A . ,  I l l i n o i s

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  I hove read your mog- 
oz lne  w ith deep appreciation  and 1 om 
w riting now to become o member of the 
Mottoch ine Soc ie ty. I can hardly be
lieve  that such  on organ ization  e x is t s  
that i s  octua lly  interested primarily in 
help ing people who hove o s o c l^ se x u o l 
problem. In  particular hom osexuals like  
m yse lf. I am |ust 21 and I hope you w ill 
accept me o s  0 member becouse I hove, 
for seve ra l yeors, been s ince re ly  con
cerned w ith the so c ia l problems of homo
sexu a lity  a s  applied to others ond my
se lf. I hove been constontly looking 
for literature on the subject, but until I 
come o c ro ss  your publlcotlon on o new s
stand In Now  Y o rk  C ity , I hod on ly  been 
ob le  to acqu ire  pocket n ove ls  and o few 
p sych o logy  books on the subject. I have 
g iven  much deep thought to the problem 
and am an x iou s  to let others, like  my
se lf, know that I am on their s id e  o il 
the way. However, I hesitate  to function 
o s  on oc tive  member doe to many con
f l ic t s  s t i l l  w ith in  m yse lf between my 
strong hom osexual desire  which  I hove 
no w ish  to change, and the p ressure  of 
soc ie ty  on me to be "n o r m a l . "  A s  I am 
s t i l l  In co llege , I find It nece sso ry  to 
weor o m osk eontinoo lly  to protect my
s e lf  from detection and. If It were known, 
perhaps e xpu ls ion  from co llege. I am

A to n y  r . o J . r .  A o v . ,  f o W  ‘ T H e Y  W A L K  IN  S H A O O r  ( > e , b a c k

i W t U : : T o r  7 h l t  /“o T g ^ o V f o i  b e c a u s e  tb / s  /s

hov. tb . power to ebong. t b . s .  lows.) Booksioros "»Y
copies on o fully returnobi, bosls from Comet Press Books 200 Vorick
St., New York U . N.Y. Thaok you, J. D. Mercer, Author
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su b sc r ib in g  a s  o member desp ite  my 
fears for the purpose  of supporting you 
in any  w oy I con, both f in an c ia lly  and 
sp ir itu a lly .  - M i s s  A .S ., New York,

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  I am a hom osexual 
and I would like  to lead a decent, ra* 
tlonol, healthy, happy hom osexual life. 
I am quite su re  it Is  p o s s lb l^ t h a t  such  
a life  is  p o s s ib le —but I do net quite 
know how to go obout It. Form erly I 
went out end obout In o w ild, c ro sy  way, 
g rabb ing  at everyth ing w ithin re o c h — 
ond out of reach. But I only ended up 
w ith o w ild  round of parties, drinidng, 
debauchery — ond em ptiness, m isdry. 
P lu s  som e grim, hangovers and frighten
in g  a lc o h o lic  rem orsel 1 hove reso lved  
that for the New Year 1*11 lead a sone, 
quiet, peaceful and contented hom osex
ual life. But I om not quite sure how 
to go  about a ch ie v in g  th is new opprooch. 
A ny  a d v ic e ?  —Mr. B .M ., Br. West Ind ies.

T^R:

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  I hod heard obout the 
Soc ie ty , but until R E A L I F E  G U ID E  pub
lish ed  an a rtic le  from your R E V IE W ,  I 
could  not moke Inquiry. P le o se  send 
su b sc r ip tio n  information. — Mr. A .S .B .,  
Kentucky

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  Many books ond or 
t ic le s  have expre ssed  the v iew s of yor- 
io u s  great p e rsona lit ie s  on hom osexua l
ity. I thought perhaps som e of your read
ers m ight be interested In what the 
B ud d h ist  ph ilo sophy  has to say  on the 
subject. The  fo llow ing  Is  on extract 
from a letter, written by on Am erican  
who i s  head of one Bud d h ist  Order. In 
asm uch  o s  Buddh ism  h o s  no dogma, the 
idea e xp re ssed  Is  Ind iv idua l, but seem s 
to me to e xp re ss  the general ottitude of 
B u d d h is t  p h i l i s o p h y  ^

**T he  T h ird  Precept meansi I under- 
toke to d is so c io te  m yse lf from Kama 
w h ich  Is  low er d e s ire  in general, and 
se xu o l in porticulor. That i s  o il it s a y s  
and thot I s  a ll  any Buddh ist undertakes. 
What any particu lar section  of the Songa 
(Order) d oe s In  relation  to th is. Is  o 
matter for them se lve s. One of the modi- 
to t ion s of one sch oo l, take s o s  its  sub 
ject the " v i l e n e s s "  of the p hy sic a l body

and even encourages m edltotlon In a 
groveyord to help  the m ind to occept the 
tact thot the p hy sie o l body Is  a  m o ss  of 
corruption. T h is  is  not e s se n t ia l to 
Buddh ism , but many ind iffe ren t times of 
the w o rld ’s  h isto ry  have found It  u se
ful to overcom e the su p e rf ic ia l attraction 
of d handsom e face. It has nothing to do 
w ith  a loyouB or depressed  ottitode to
ward life, but d isp a ss io n a te  occeptance 
of th in g s  o s  they ore. Buddhism  I s  o 
w oy of life  from present Im perfection to 
En lightenm ent. Upon  thot woy there I s  
much [oy and much suffering, and In b ^  
tween th is  poir of op p o site s  the B ud d h ist  
p ic k s  h is  de lica te  ’M idd le  W a y * . "
- M r .  B.W., London, En g land

R E V IE W  E D IT ID R :  P le o se  continue my 
sub scr ip tio n . The R E V IE W  Is  ce rta in ly  
not a ll  that many people desire , but It 
Is  som ething to  hong onto until th in gs  
con be improved, if ever. The po lice  
are trying, It seem s, to round up eve ry
body who is  hom osexual (in some orea s) 
of the state. D o  they plan to put u s  a ll 
in  j a i l ? - M r .  L.W., C a lifo rn ia

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  On page 20  (Jon- 
uary R E V IE W )  you q u o te C .K . , I l l in o is :  
'T o  the best of my know ledge 1 have 
no hom ophlle fr iend s to spread the 
word to...’ T h is  seem s such  o strange 
s ituotion>-hard  to be lieve , or I s  It ?  In 
reply to ed ito r’s  note for constru ctive  
su gge stio n s:  u n le s s  you hove already 
bean refused, I th ink  the Saturdoy R e 
view  of L ite ratu re  would be on exce l
lent p lace  for an ad. I u se d  to read the 
personó le  page w ith much p leasure. In 
re-read ing Ju ne  1956 R E V IE W ,  ’Tw i- 
l l ^ t  M a rr ia ge ' (what on ou tlond lsh  
t itle  for such  a good sto ry), ove r two 
ye a rs  hove p a s se d —w o u ld n 't  It  be a 
good  fo llow -up sto ry  of the l iv e s  ond 
lo ve s of C h r is  Westmore and John A rle e  
and of in terest to te ll how  they ore get
ting a lo n g ?—Mr. F .S ., M a ssa c h u se t ts

E D IT O R ’S N O T E :  F irst ,  w .  hove
learned of many hom oph ile s who knew 
ho others o f like  orientation. Second, 
R E V IE W  ad ve rtis in g  has been refused 
sp e c if ic a lly  by Soturdoy R ev iew , New  
Y o rk  T im es, P op u la r  M ech on ie s  and 
other consum er pub lieo tlon s, but we 
are s t i l l  try ing  to breok th is  borrier. 
Th ird , the authors of the o rt ic le  you 
m ention now live  near u s  In 'S o n  F ran 
c isc o ; they are s t i l l  together and s u c 
ce ss fu l,  a lb e it  w ith about the sam e d if
fic u lt ie s  thot beset o1l humon be ings: 
one of them hos been In  o h o sp ita l re
cently, but the other ho s worked regu
larly  and both hove  contributed to Mot- 
tach lne In  mony w ay s. O ne of the b oys 
has som e a rtic le s  prepored w h ich  w ill  
probably oppear before long. However, 
th is  I s  on ly  one o f mony 'perm onent re- 
lo t io n sh lp s ' between men which  we 
hove observed  that have lo sted  for a 
long time ond bid fa ir to keep  on go ing. 
We recently  met a coup le  who hod been 
together for more th e n -40  yeors, and

T onothOT w h « .  eoch I .  on ly 21 tw lay 
and fti.y  had been toge lb .r  for .oven  
y M r * .  T h e * ,  ore » to r i. *  vr. ore trying 
to get for our r .o d . r i.

R E V IE W  E D IT O R i  In  B rita in  todoy tb.re 
t *  on Importont e h o n g . of e llm ot. In  the 
attitude to hom o.oxuo llty  which  I *  
ga in in g  momentum (the attitude, N O T  
the hom o.eieuollty) end I feel thot 1 
fright bo ab le  to e x p ro i.  the nw r otti- 
tuda, either In  o rt le lo . or maybe in f ic 
tion. My m ain w o rk l.  w riting educational 
b o o kb  I loom ed of your orgen lie tlon  
through on  A m e r le ^  w riter’*  m ogo ilne. 
- M r .  J.H ., Eng ihnd .

printed In  your February t . su . ,  the moot 
dam aging footure to those  who ore not 
ab le  to obtain the true facte, 1» thot her 
column I *  n ationa lly  »yndicoted. T hu * 
thedom og» thot eh . doe* by *ueh bigoted 
Btotm n.nt. is  compounded many times. 
-M r .  L .L .V . ,  C o llfo m lo

E D IT O R 'S  N O T E :  We would be p l.q s .d  
to c o n . ld . r  m onu.crip ts from the above 
writer, o *  w e ll o .  horn ethers, which 
point up ^  “ chang ing  moral c l im a te " 
and the more undaritend ing attitude to
ward hom o»exuollty in  W e.tern cu ltures 
today. T h a n k * o lot for your offer, J.H.

R E V IE W  E D IT O R :  Yo u r "H o m o p h lle
B ib l io g r a p h y "  I *  outstand ing ond you 
ora do in g  o genuine se rv ice  as those  
l is t in g s  ere not on ly complete but th is  
Is  p o s s ib ly  the on ly lis t  o f It *  k ind  now 
ava ila b le . Y o u r  book rev iew * ere excel 
lent. A *  for M ary H oyw o rth 's  s i l l y  tripe.

E D IT O R ’S N O T E :  We hove reeelvedon  
announcement from V Illoge  B o o k s  (odver- 
t lx sd  e lsew here  in th is  Is su e ) thot a 
32-pege printed b ib liography, list in g  
over 600  t it le *  of n ove ls, short sto rie s, 
p loys, books, of peotry otc., written In  

E n g l i sh  end covotlng the period from the 
8th century B .C . to the present, and treat- 
Ing e x c lu s lv . ly  w ith th . m o l. homo- 

's . x u o l them ., ho. been Is iu e d . A  lim 
ited edition of thle booklet 1» being »old 
ot $1.50 per copy. In the meantime, the 
b ib liography running In  the R E V IE W  w ill 
be continued, and It I *  hoped thot It 
w ill be Iseued  In printed book form at 
the eonc lue lon  of its  run in the mogoslne. 
F in a lly ,  It should  be mentioned, thot o 
recent book, “ Sex Varian t Women in L it 
e ra tu re ," by Jeanette Foster, Ph.D ., 
covered som e 300 t itle s concerned w ith 
the L e sb ian  theme, from ontlqulty to the 
present. T h is  book Is  ovo llob le  from 
Pon-G roph lc Booh Serv ice  ot $4.95 p lu s 

20^ postage.
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Here is  one newspaperman's 
comment—good and bad— on 
the subject of homosexuality. 
It appeared in the Vancouver, 
B, C,, SUN. Judge it yourself.

HAROLD

WEIR

Dark Secret
so LONG AGO THAT I DON’T 

recall the date, I said harsh words 
in this space about the Wolienden 
Report which recommended lifting 
"the criminal ban on sexual re
lations between consenting males” 
in England.

Just now a letter turns up from 
a self-confessed homosexual in 
reply. I reproduce here as much of

it as I can as an interesting human 
document. t

‘The homosexual is not neces
sarily a peeping Tom, child molest
er, rapist, exhibitionist or any other 
type of dangerous deviate. In fact, 
the heterosexual, often married and 
with a family, is more often guilty 
of these crimes. A few homosexuals 
are effeminate, others, due usually 
to the secretive private life they are 
required to lead, become neurotic 
and develop anU-soelal habitó. But 
the majority are indistinguishable

3 .1
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from the heterosexual and usually 
manage to keep their secret.

“My own case is typical oi many. 
You do not really realize you are a 
homosexual until you are almost 
out oi your teens.

★  ★  ★
“YOU \TSIT A DOCTOE AND

he sends you to a psychiatrist 
There begins a series oi treatments'. 
They do not cure you. You visit a 
diiierent psychiatrist and he bluntly 
tells you there is no cure. But his 
advice is invaluable and you learn 
to make the best oi things and live 
with yourseli. (You learn later that 
quite a lot oi psychiatrists, doctors, 
scientists, engineers and even army 
generals as well as actors, authors 
and artists are also homosexuals.)

“You like the company of women 
and you lind, to your dismay, that 
they are often physically attracted 
to you. B ii lor you the physical 
attraction simply does not exist. 
You soon ilnd that to abstain Irom 
any sexual outlet whatever makes 
you neurotic and unhappy and 
tends to destroy your personality. 
You have your iirst aiiair, il I may 
call it that, with your best Iriend 
who Shocks you to the core by 
turning out to be bisexual, that is 
to say, attracted to both his own 
and the opposite sex.

“Then you meet a man who iills 
all your desires and dreams and 
becomes your liielong Iriend and 
companion. But the two ol you 
must always pretend. You'learn to 
lead a double liie. You date dii
ierent girls. You-are always the 
eligible bachelor. You are always 
trying to bridge awkvtard situations 
created by well-n^aning iriends

determined to marry you oil. 
Finally you marry a frigid type girl 
who does not desire sex and your 
friend marries a Lesbian girl.

★  ★  ★
“YOU BECOME MOROSE AND

unhappy but you struggle along and 
iinally learn to make the best oi i t  
A sordid story, you say? But only 
an uniniormed and ignorant society 
has made it so.

“The homosexual, unknown to 
many, has always ^ e d  a gap in 
society, even il his only contribu
tion has been to look after his 
aged parents when ail the rest ol 
their children are married with 
lamilies of their own. Michelangelo, 
the great sculptor and painter, was 
a genius whose impact on the world 
ol art cannot be measured—but let 
us not forget that he was also a 
complete homosexual. It is a 
strange but true fact that creative 
genius and homosexuality very 
often go hand in hand.

“I think, Mr. Weir, that you would 
do well to refrain from writing 
poisonous words until you are quite 
sure that you are not forming mis
taken conclusions. . . , Perhaps to
morrow will bring a better dawn 
lor the homosexuals ol this 
world.. .

★  ★  ★
I HAVE NOTHDiG WHATEVER 

td add to this except to say that I 
have heard all of it before and, per
haps, to point out that very many 
worthy iiersons, male and female,  ̂
lead full, useful and frequently 
magnificent lives, without neuro- 
ticism or unhappiness or loss of 
personality, after having forsworn 
sexual gratification for all time.

Experience is something I 
always think I have until I get 
more of it.

— Bu r t o n  H illis

Sex and Censorship
Ih .  H EW  m agozlne  that co ll»  o ip od a  
a e h o l l « i g «  tha » P P f ” *  .
tha b ra ln -w a ih in g  go in g  on In  tho hold» ot 
l l tm t u r o  and art. F o l ly  l l l u a ^ t o d  « d  
doeumontwl. Subaerlptlon», $6  for 12 W- 

m onthly l i iu o » .

F ir s t  is su e  of S E X  A N D  C E N S O R S H IP  
appeared in  Novem ber 1958. l l  baa 
drawn favorab le  comment from a ll parts 

of the U. S.

SECOND ISSUE NOW AVAILABLE 
on newsstands coast-lo-coast.
Send 50< for a copy by mail, or $l 
for first agd second issues to:
SEX AND CENSORSHIP, Room 406, 693 Mission St., San Francisco 5

one
O N E  M A G A Z IN E - " T h o  Hom oaoxuol 
V la w p o ln t " -M o n th ly ,  50e por eopy. 
$5  par yoar; 2 yoa rt  $9, first e laaa. 
A rt ic lo s ,  fiction, poeihi, d raw ings.

O N E  IN S T IT U T E  Q U A R T E R L Y :  
H O M O P H IL E  S T U D IE S - $ 1  P «  copy, 
$3.50 por yoor (Fo ro ign , $4). Sehol- 
orly approach to hom ooomjollty with 
a rtic le s  o f la st in g  value.

232  So. H il l  St., L .  A . 5, C o llf.

T H E

Lfuiae/i
M onthly pub lication  of Doughtors of 
B ll lt ls ,  Inc., l i S  O 'F o r ro ll  Stroof, 
Son F ro n c ise o  5, C o llf.  Sub scrip tion s: 
$2 .50  per your, first c la s s .  Conearns 
L o th ia n  a spae ts  of hom ophlla problam 
— written ond edited by women.

i
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Nedicc ot change « I  addre»» »hovid be rent noi 
le u  Ihon Iwo w e ik i prior to the dote chonge 
becomes etteclivc. Send the oddret« ot which 
copies ore now being received and the new 
oddrcss ot which you wish to receive copies.



Ar* You A  Sex Criminal?
Find out for sure by reading..

THEY WALK 
IN SHADOW

573 interesting p a g e s -S 5 .95

• Iw» M >4tik lirL lúL

'I
"J. D. Mercer has spoken out 
sanely and courageously,.. 
tí>is is a controversial book!”

- A L B E R T  E L L IS ,  Ph .D ., Í t ó f t í .
noted le x o lo g ls t  and p sycho
therapist, New  York.

Author J. D. Mercer dares to tell ALL the truth! As a self-confessed 
and self-accepüng ambisexual, he gives you the first positive approach 
to homosexuality and other sex variations heretofore shielded by taboos, 
prejudice and ignorance. He regards his topics not as problems need
ing “ cures,” but with insight, courage and rational analysis, he reveals 
why most sex expressions are natural and normal for men and womén.

This book is a “ first” in that it covers these sex variations fcofti the 
standpoints of history, literature, ethics, anthropology, endocrinolo^ 
psychology, genetics, physiology, the judiciary, the law, etc., A L L  IN

ONE VOLUME. , .  a ^
THEY WALK IN SHADOW makes a forthn^t expose and plea lor 

changing our statutory sex laws and anti-sexual attitudes. It is a MUST 
for all who want to know where they “ fit in” and how our outmoded 
sex laws CAN affect YOU! «

Few if any, other recent works have as great a potential for affecting 
American sex ethics. GET YOUR COPY NOW! Orders sent to Cosmo 
Book Sales will be autographed by the author upon request. Send 55.95 
plus 30c postage and packing (add 24c sales tax in California) to:

Cosmo Booh Saies
Post Office Box 635 Dept. MR 2 San Francisco 1, California

A  1959  F ir s t  Ed it ion , pubU shed  by C O M E T  P R E S S  B O O K S .  200 Va ric lt  St., New 

Y o rk  14. // you send  10 or more names and addresses o f persons you tb ink would  
like  to  know about th is hook, yours w ill be mailed w ithout charge for postage,

N O T E :  O rd v n  sen t prior to Fobrudry 18 wore roturnod to sendor by m iotoko. If 
y o u rs  w os am ong thorn, p looso  cond  It  again.


