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R E V I E W

The Hetero Fights 
Own Compelling 
Homosexual Urge

by S. C. J.

A Canadian publication, " J u s tic e  
W eekly.”  (published a t 23 -Scott Street 
Toronto 1, Ontario), reprints in almost 
every issu e  an artic le  from either Matta- 
chine Review or One magazine. The fol­
lowing le tte r from a Ju s tice  Weekly 
reader was published recently , signed 
by in itia ls  S .C .J . B ecause it re flec ts an 
individual opinion so often d iscussed  
when hom osexuals get down to serious 
exam ination of their position  in society 
today! the le tte r is  reproduced here in 
full.

I have been following, with 
interest, articles on homosex­
uality in your paper. Since 
the writings of Kraft-Ebbing- 
Freud-Jung, we have been 
subjected to all types of psy­
chological vulgarisations, such 
as Digests for the Lajrman; 
but the question of the Invert 
has scarcely been broached, 
at least not in a rational, un- 
hysterical fashion. Thus such 
a series as this is long over­
due, and should actually be 
more widespread in coverage.

I would like to outline a few 
ideas which might be of in­
terest to your readers. It is 
so difficult to be even-temp- 
efed in this matter due to 
the furor the very word 
Homosexual raises; and thus 
I believe certain basic facts 
are essential. The Invert is 
a compulsive being, governed 
by the laws of Nature (God) 
just as is the spinning earth

the ebbing tides. This idea 
must be strongly put across 
or all else is a useless string­
ing together of words.

If there is a Universal Plan, 
whether Divine or Dialsolic, 
then like the falling snow, the 
coloring of leaves, the beauty 
of the setting sun, the homo­
sexual is in that plan; and 
man-made laws (fears and 
prejudices) can never change 
one jot or tittle of it. If there 
be no pla^ and all is accident, 
a chance joining of atoms — a 
fluke of light and vibration, 
then here again the Invert is 
an accident along with Beauty, 
Love, Wisdom, Man himself.

There has been, of late, a 
great to-do in Britain about 
this matter, and all that has 
come up so far seems like the 
old story, words! The high 
magistrate, who is so vicious 
in his condemnation, should, 
perhaps, read Jung, and un­
derstand that for every con- 
■scious thought, action, belief, 
there is an opposite, uncon­
scious force set in motion.

Who then is the Homo­
sexual? He does not exist, 
except in prejudice, fear — 
but mostly in repression. For 
this very reason it is so dHli- 
cult to make the average man 
free from his abhorence of 
the invert; it is not the homo-



sexual he fights, but his own 
compelling (but unconscious) 
urge.

We most definitely need to, 
and must, bring the facts (and 
I stress FACTS, not prejudice 
from either side) to light and 
finally to full accepance. This 
is partially the task of the 
Law; how else can it term 
itself Just, when it deliberate­
ly, in its own Statutes, con­
demns a large segment of the 
given Society?

Also, by necessity, it should 
be the task of the intelligent 
inverts themselves. Somehow 
in some way there must needs 
be a meeting of minds — and 
a course of constructive ac­
tion. A subtle influence 
brought to bear in the right 
places, in order to tone down 
the unwarranted, and crass 
sensationalism the writers of 
our novels and newspaper 
articles seem to love to use 
when the Invert is mentioned.

Here we have a situation 
analogous to tlje Negro ques­
tion in certain districts, when 
the self - righteous ‘Ifctter’ 
whites would like to keep 
them out. In fact, it is the 
story of any minority, in a 
pure ‘majority’ Society. One 
might as well blame the In­
vert for his desires, as blame 
the Negro for his color, the 
Chinese for their slant eyes; 
and somehow, don’t we? All 
these ‘problems’ can be lick­
ed, but not by harsh words, 
that is, not with emotionalism. 
Subtlety, pressure within the 
law, propaganda, and fine ex­
ample, these are the weapons 
that shall win freedom for the 
‘differents.’

Many ‘eminent’ psychologists 
have said that the ‘intelligent’ 
Invert must ‘sublimate’ his 
feelings; divert his sex drive 
into socially acceptable chan­
nels — become, as one stated.

‘Schoolmasters, l e a d e r s  in 
boys’ clubs. Scout Enterprises, 
social work in slum areas, etc.’ 
This is an out-and out refusal 
to accept facts, a trying to turn 
sane man into an accepance of 
an insane social order. This 
type of psychologist is blind 
to the very facts he preaches, 
■nie homosexual is a warm­
blooded, Jiving being, with 
deep instinctive feelings and 
emotions, all of which cannot 
be dried up just to please So­
ciety. If it were just a case of 
an isolated few, well and good, 
but we are dealing with a 
minority in any country that 
might well populate an entire 
State.

Human beings are not all 
the same, regardless of Sex. 
^nd it thus follows that while 
Joe Smith might be content to 
forget, for the rest of his life, 
all the urgings of his being 
and ‘go in for Social Work’, 
Pete Brown, Harry Jones and 
Mabel Doe just caa’t — and 
Harry might even be intelli­
gent enough not to want to. 
This question cannot be shelv­
ed so easily to take the task 
of a solution out of the hands 
of a few ‘old-woman’ Soul- 
Healers, afraid to even at­
tempt to understand the truths 
their masters tried to put 
across.

The uncovering of Symbolic 
Sex by Freud and other 
Psycho-analysts proves (re­
gardless of the loud ‘Nayes’) 
that many of the everyday 
acts, and a greater number 
of the dreams of ‘normal’ men 
are but the working out of 
sodomitic impulses, repressed 
by centuries of Christian de­
nial. The line between the 
conscious homo and the un­
conscious homo, the conscious 
hetero and the unconscious 
hetero becomes even finer. 
Thus a firm stand, ‘I am’ or 
‘You are' hetero or homo is

matOuâ(Me

a brass rationalization.
One act or thought may 

create the conscious attitude 
of a given individual for life; 
whereas, ten thousand acts 
or thoughts will not so much 
as move another individual. 
All ideas of normalcy or ab- 
normalcy must be judged from 
the ‘adjusted attitude’ of the 
individual, laws not based on 
this basic premise are archaic 
and cruel.

But it must be pointed out 
that to have Society at large 
accept homosexuality. Society 
at large must accept the truths 
of body and psyche. ’This is 
the only task the Invert can 
really depend upon to gain 
freedom. He must work, not 
only for his own emancipation, 
but for the freedom of all men, 
in all conditions. Emapcipatf 
mankind from half-truth, ego- 
illusions, false religious and 
pseudo-scientific doctrines and 
you shall find that man is 
neither Hetero or Homo, he is 
an individual, true to the dic­
tates of his own nature, disci­
plined by truth, free from 
anxiety.

We are, unfortunately, too 
often blinded by our own par­
ticular problem. We are, so 
to speak, unable to see the 
forest for the tree, that i.s, 
our own particular ‘tree’. W# 
have the problem with ut 
constantly and become more 
and more unaware of all else 
about us. We begin to feel all 
Society is against ‘us’; where­
as, in truth. Society cannot 
be against anything, for it ex­
ists only as the individuals 
exist.

Only through the individual 
does humanity progress, his­
tory will bear this out, but 
the individual must be able 
to see the results of his present 
actions, the effect of his ‘dif­

ference’ on the Society of the 
future. The invert might gain 
some inner strength from this, 
realizing that the majority do 
not hate him, so much as they 
fear him, as they fear all that 
is different. This is instinct, 
something mo.st ol us will not 
admit exists, and then are 
confused at the chaos and 
hate around us.

However, all this does not 
in any way offer relief for 
the homosexual in his present 
hounded condition. W h a t  
greater cause for anxiety, 
neurosis, than chat aw'e-in- 
spiring, horrifying thought— 
‘I am a criminal; by my very 
nature, and under the law. 
without that I but merely 
stand still on the street, I am 
an enemy of Society, hated by 
all, wanted by the police.’

Yes, it is useless to say 
time will bring freedom—per­
haps it won’t. Although he 
must sacrifice something of 
his owm pleasure now for the 
sake of his kind to come — 
true altruism is impossible— 
and his memory must be at 
least partially alleviated here 
and now.

It is unfortunate to talk of 
homosexuality as being a 
‘problem’ as this immediately 
presents the idea that it can 
be ‘cured’, solved. This is not 
the case. I like to remember 
what the psychiatrist, Sulli­
van, said about this, ‘to talk 
about homosexuality’s being 
a problem really means about 
as much as to talk about hu­
manity’s being a problem.’ So, 
one solution presents itself, 
atomize mankind out of ex­
istence and the invert will 
vanish too. This is about the 
size of the matter.

I have really run along here 
much longer than I intended, 
and should perhaps close this 
off about here.
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Many, many years ago in 
England, a number of ths 
leading writers and philoso­
phers got together and form­
ed a Society of Progressives, 
among them H. G. Wells, and 
C. E. M. Joad. In their drafted 
constitution there is an article 
which reads along these lines: 
‘Sexual Questions — the re­
lease of personal conduct 
tiom all taboos and restric­
tions, except those imposed 
for the protection of the weak 
and voung, i.e. legislation fo 
abolish the laws penalizing

abnormality, ect., etc.’
It would do a great many 

good to read, and UNDER­
STAND,. what this project 
truly proposed; perhaps they 
would come to see Nature 
cannot be diverted from her 
plan, of which we, are all 
victims.

But in our everyday world 
of mental cripples it is p e r ­
haps useless to hope for un­
derstanding, tolerance, rever­
ence of individual rights. 
Christ is still skewered to 
the Cross.

THE L e g a l  SCENE-----

New Massachusetts Law Provides 
Treatment for Sex Offenders

Persons charged with certain  serious 
hom osexual o ffenses in M assachusects 
would; it  appears, be included within 
the scope of a law p assed  in that sta te  
in 1957 and thecefore sub ject to com­
mitment to treatm ent cen ters if found 
guilty of certa in  o ffenses.

The law covets these offenders: 
persons guilty of rape, carnal abuse of a 
child , in ces t, sodomy, lewd and la s c i­
vious conduct, unnatural ac t, indecent 
a s sa u lt  and battery, indecent exposure 
or attem pts to commie any such crime 
a s  defined in the M assachussets crim­
inal code. Commitment to the centers 
w ill be done by a court prior to imposing 
sen tence  for periods of not mote than 
60 days for the purpose of examination. 
T h is sh a ll include d iagnosis and spec­
ia l treatm ent, under the supervision of 
not le s s  than two psy ch ia tris ts  who 
sh a ll, w ithin th is period, file with the 
court from w hich such offendetw as com­
mitted a w ritten report of the re su lts  of 
such exam ination, d iagnosis and trea t­
ment.

If the tepoit ind ica tes clearly  that the 
person is  a sex offender a s  defined by 
the s ta te  laws of M assachusetts, or 
" th a t  a pattern  of repetitive compulsive 
or violent behavior ex is ts , the court 
sh a ll impose such sen tence as required 
by the law for the original offense, and 
sh a ll file sa id  report with the commis­
sioner of correction, who sha ll thereupon 
transfer the prisoner from the insiicution 
to which he has been sen tenced  to the 
center, for the purpose of treatm ent and 
te h a b ilita tio n ,"  the law s ta te s .

Persons transferred to treatm ent cen­
ters in M assachusetts ate to be permit­
ted the opportunity of a bearing for ex­
amination and discharge once every 12 
months. Ordinarily the treatm ent period 
w ill not exceed the period of sentence, 
but under certain  circum stances, the 
person may be requited to report for add­
itional out-patient treatm ent after the 
end of the sen tence  period if certain  
o ffic ia ls and the courts decide that con­
ditions warrant.

BY P H I L I P  J A S O N

Part II (Concluded from July Issue)

Homosexuals
in a related culture: 
a brief investigation

We h av i a picture of hom osexuality in 
the center of the Moseim world —in the 
great c itie s  such a s  CairOg Damascus, 
Baghdad, e tc .— but w hat of its  fringes? 
Among the Bedouins of the Arabian 
desert, the *'Arabs of the A rab s" so- 
called , we are assu red  that it is  prac­
tica lly  nonexistent, but very few non* 
Moslems have really  known the 
approaches to the Holy C ities  of Mecca 
and Medina w ell enough to give us a 
c lear p icture. The same is  true of North 
Africa, outside of the w ell-travelled 
c itie s  from whence, indeed, we have a 
good many accounts. Of the C aucasus, 
where C hristian  and Moslem tribesmen 
have fought each other and lived 
side by side , we have again next to no­
thing -  although C ircassian  and Geor­
gian youths were to be found very often 
in Pashas* harems and as male p rosti­
tu tes  in Istanbul and other Turkish and 
Arab cen ters.

People are alw ays charging their 
neighbors with the invention of prac tices 
of which they disapprove. Herodotus 
accused  the P ersian s of introducing 
hom osexuality into Greece. With a s  much 
ju stice . Dr. Joseph  Scholmcr, a German 
captive in the Soviet forced labor camp 
at Vorkuta, quotes a R ussian opinion 
about the Georgians in flicted  upon the 
R ussians, two th ings: Stalin and homo­
sexuality . (See Scholmer, Joseph - -  
Vorkuta, New York, 1954, p. 82.) 
In th is connection, we may note that out 
word **buggery" derives from the 8ogo-

mil heretics of medieval Bulgaria 
(Blgariya; in the Macedonian d ialect, 
Bulgariya) whose religious beliefs 
spread to the West where they manifes­
ted them selves in the Albigensians. 
Naturally, people with such offensive 
beliefs were also  credited with what 
were regarded as all manner of offensive 
p rac tices.

It is  in th is fringe area of the Byzan* 
tine-Islam ic world, too that we have an 
in teresting  m anifestation of the homo­
sexual impulse mirrored in folk practiced 
In one corner of the Balkans, in northern 
Albania and Montenegro, have survived 
some of the most out-of-the-way folk 
customs of Europe. Bounded by the 
A driatic, where Venice once vied with 
the Eastern Roman and Ottoman Empires 
for mastery, northern Albania and Monte* 
negro entered the 20th century as the 
la s t tribal areas left in Europe. In Mon­
tenegro, where a native Orthodox C hris­
tian dynasty of peasan t stock kept the 
Turks a t bay, and in northern Albania 
where Moslem, Orthodox and Roman 
C atholic tribes sonetim es intermarried 
and often fought ferocious blood-feuds, 
was to be found a custom of blood 
brotherhood called  "Pobracitnstvo" in 
Serbo-Croatian, a lso  the language of the 
Montenegrins, and V llaznija me tV n Zoo 
in Albanian. T his, the Earl of Lytton, 
English translator of the natio ial songs 
of Serbia, te lls  us in a note "deno tes a 
relationship (independent of blood or 
kindred) between persons of the same



s e x . . .  i t  co n s titu te s  a relationship 
voluntarily  contracted» but so c lo se  as 
to be incom patible with marriage be­
tween one Pobratim  and the s is te r  of 
the other. In the ancien t Serbian litur­
g ies  are to be found prayers applicable 
to the consecra tion  of th is relationship 
by a  p riest. ** (Meredity, Owen (1st Earl 
of Lytton)» Serbski Pesm e or N ational 
Songs of Serbia» London» 1861, pp. 79-80.

The most exhaustive foreign in v es ti­
gator of the folkways of chat region» 
Mary Edith Durham» fellow of the Royal 
AnthropUtlogical Institu te , writing in 
1928» s ta te s  that *'In Montenegro I was 
assured  that the custom  was ex tinct and 
I never came acro ss a case . But it  pos­
sib ly  s t i l l  lingered in oue of-the-way 
p laces . People who w ished to appear 
'c iv ilized* in Montenegro were very apt 
to deny the ex istence  of custom s they 
thought would be desp ised . But it  was 
adm itted that 'pobraiimsvo* had but re­
cently  died out. ** She adds that "My old 
friend Pop Djuro (a p riest)  of Njegosh» 
spoke in the strongest terms against 
th is ceremony which he sa id  the Church 
should never have perm itted. He de­
scribed it as 'th e  marriage of two men 
and agains t a ll nature»* and intim ated 
as did others that it had been used as a 
cloak for a v ic e ."

The English lady anthropologist de­
sc ribes the actual ceremony in Monte­
negro in th is w ise: "T h e  ritual for 
'pob ra tim stvo ,' so far as 1 could learn, 
was as follows: The two parties went 
together CO church. The pope (i.e . p riest)  
read a prayer. The two then took a large 
gOblet of wine, and both» se tting  their 
lips to it» sipped at once. They then 
broke bread and each ace a p iece. They 
sipped and ace together thus three times» 
and then k issed  the cross , the G ospels, 
and the ikon, and la s tly , each ocher.** 
(Durham, M.E., Some triba l Origins, 
Laws and Custom s of the Balkans, Lon­
don. 1928.)

In A lbania, the custom of becoming 
" v lla m "  as it was termed in Albania — 
was more lite ra l and actually  involved 
he mingling of blood. That the custom 

was once far more widespread in the 
Balkans is  te s tif ied  by the use of the 
word "pobratim** among the Serbs and 
Bulgarians and **vllam** in the south of 
Albania and G reece with no more conno­
tation  than c lo se  friendship. T hat it 
was w idespread north of Montenegro, 
<imong the Morlaks who w'ere C atholic 
D alm atians and who used an Old S la­
vonic liturgy until a century ago (the 
**G lagolitic") w as tes tif ied  by an 18th

century e c c le s ia s tic  traveller, the Abbe 
F o rd s , who say s of these  Dalm atians 
that "T h ey  have even made it  a kind of 
relig ious point and tie  the sacred  bond 
at the foot of the altar. The Slavonian 
ritua l contains a particu lar benediction 
for the solemn union of two male or two 
female f r ie n d s .. .  1 was p resent a t the 
union of two young women who were 
made 'posestre*  in the Church of Penis- 
s ic h ."  F o rtis , Abbe Alberto, T ravels 
in Dalmatia, 1778, quoted in Durham.

The objective reasons for th is custom 
ace not hard to discover. The warrior 
life of the mountain c lans, the s tre s s  
p laced on manly v irtues and the lowly 
position of women help us to understand 
'pobratimstvo*. The female equivalent 
is  a local Dalmatian variant developed 
in a more peaceful and cooperative 
milieu. Dinko Tomasio, a sso c ia te  pro­
fessor of Sociology at the University of 
Indiana and a Croat him self, in h is work 
on "P e rso n a lity  and Culture in E astern  
E urope,’* who terms the Balkan moun­
tain soc ie ty  "Dinaric,** w rites chat 
"A longside the g lorification of m ascu­
line prow ess is  the positive contempt 
for women. In a ll Dinaric regions, wo­
men are held in very low esteem . In 
Montenegro the birth of a girl is  regarded 
as an extreme m isfortune. . .  They say 
chat " a t  the birth of a girl, even the fire 
w eep s .’* He adds chat " th e  oath of one 
man w as equal to that of three women.'* 
T his was noted among the Albanians, 
for instance , even by a to tal stranger 
such as Lord Byron’s travelling  compan­
ion, Hobhouse, who wrote that "1 feel 
no great inclination  to speak of the mor­
a ls  of the A lbanians. Their women, who 
are alm ost a ll of them without educa­
tion, and speak no other than their na­
tive tongue, are considered as their ca t­
tle , and are used  as such, being, except 
the very superior sort, obliged to labour, 
and are often punished with blows. They 
have in truth rather a contempt, even an 
aversion for their fem ales; and there is  
nothing in any of their occasional in ­
clina tions which may be sa id  to partake 
of what we c a ll the tender passion . Yet 
a ll of them get married who can, as it 
is  a sign of w ealth, and a s  they w ish to 
have a dom estic s la v e ."  T his quote is  
from John Camm H obhouse's book, " Jo u r­
ney Through A lb an ia ."

One of the conclusions that th is  writer 
can draw from th is evidence, quite apart 
from any illum ination on the homosexual 
a sp ec t of chat region’s  folkways would 
be chat attem pts to link the growth of 
hom osexuality to the em ancipation of

women in our own soc iety  appear to he 
too tenuous. To the view chat female 
equality of an evolving matriarchy in the 
United S ta tes  i s  contributing to homo­
sex u a lity ’s expansion, the whole Near 
Ease is  a living refutation.

One custom in high A lbania, however, 
bears mention. Durham w rites, and others 
have noted, th a t in the highlands of nor­
thern Albania it  was possib le  for a wo­
man who sw ore an oath of chas tity  be­
fore 12 elders of her tribe to take on a 
man’s sta tion  and ob ligations^prioci- 
pally  in order to prosecute  a blood feud 
from which women were customarily ex­
empt. If she does so, Durham w rites, 
" s h e  can , if she p leases , dress as a 
mao. She a s so c ia te s  with the men on 
equal terms and e a ts  and smokes with 
them. She may carry a rm s. . .  I met a l­
together four virgins who wore men’s 
clo thes, but none carried arms. I heard 
of three more. One in Djakova region

was sa id  to have served in the Turkish 
Army unde tec ted ."  We may add here 
that th is la s t was no mean f e a t . . .  con­
sidering the old Ottoman army.

This concludes our glim pse into the 
homosexual facets in the fabric of a cul­
ture related by many ties  historically  to 
our own. While th is excursion by a lay 
researcher was not intended to lead to 
any direct conclusion, it is  hoped that 
it  may stim ulate others better qualified 
to investigate  th is sub ject exhaustively. 
It may be that such an exhaustive inves­
tigation of th is phenomenon of human 
behavior in cultures other than our own 
and the manner in which those cultures 
have dealt with i t —its  local divergences 
from a general universal pattern and its  
universal id en titie s—may even someday 
help us toward a solution of th is most 
puzzling of enigmas surrounding human 
behavior.
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WHAT’S MY TYPE?
bv H. L. S.

I keep telling myself that this is too trivial to write about. But 
my typewriter keeps tugging . . .  so perhaps it isn’t. Perhaps my 
experience will help others of 'my type’.

fl/ho or what are 'my type’? W'e are the furtive. The frightened. 
And when it comes down to knowledge of homosexuality and 
homosexuals, we are the unbelievably stupid.

More explicitly, we are not the very young - we range upward 
from about twenty-five years. Vi'e are usually white collar. We 
are usually married; in sensitive positions, or have some other 
reasons for our high degree of fear. Usually we became aware 
of our problem belatedly and have confided in no one.

We dress well and conservatively. We are positive that no one 
knows of our problem. (But we are not absolutely certain.) We 
are certain that we posess none of the give-away traits. (But we 
are not absolutely positive.)

That’s us. . . .  positive and uncertain.
Want to see one of us? Well, come along to a newsstand that 
sells the Mattachine Review and watch. It’s a somewhat sad but 
also hilarious —1 now realize— routine that we put on. So watch.
. . .  here’s one now.

He’s tall, in his early fifties and would pass unnoticed (he 
tells himself and he’s probably right) in any group of business 
or professional men. The only thing that would make you notice 
him at all is his studied nonchalance in looking over the stock 
of magazines. (My God • i t ’s me. Well, let’s watch anyway.)

First he makes a real search until he has spotted the Matt­
achine Review. Once he has located that, he goes into his 
phoney act. He looks at the sports magazines, the 'gitly mags’, 
the news magazines, the home and garden magazines. And all 
the time, out of the corner of his eye, he’s watching out for th^ 
opportunity to get up to the cashier, pay quickly and get out; 
Here’s his chance. . . .  Now watch.

He grabs a sports magazine - that’s to prove he’s a real out­
door man. He tales a 'girly’ magazine - that’s to prove he’s a 
real stud. He takes a news magazine ■ that’s to prove he's an*' 
intellectual. He takes a home and garden magazine - that’s to 
prove he’s a solid citizen. Then he takes the Mattachine Review

and this (he tells himself) will neither indicate or prove any­
thing since his other selections have demonstrated that he is 
everything that a homosexual is not.

So what’s my point?
Last week I visited your office. And to make that visit I had to 
summon every bit of courage I possessed. Why? Because of my 
ignorance and stupidity. I guess I thought I’d find a bunch of 
impersonator types sitting around, doing needlepoint and chat­
tering in shrill voices. In fact, 1 guess I thought that (with my­
self an exception) that is what all homosexuals are.

What did I find? I met four or five fellows. Friendly, courteous 
and very nice, intelligent guys. Fellows who look, act and talk 
like the run-of-the-mill people. Fellows who apparently read, 
work, relax, worship, eat, drink and live just about the way 
other citizens —solid and substantial citizens do. And I became 
aware, for the first time, that the minority group to which I be­
long is a long wa y . . .  a long way ABOVE the group I had ignor­
antly visualized. We are, I suddenly realized, a group for which 
no apwlogy need be given.

A tangible result of this visit to your office?
This week I passed a newsstand that displayed the Mattachine 
Review. I didn’t need it for I had already purchased a copy at 
your office. There were lots of people around the stand and the 
cashier was busy. I walked directly to your Review - selected it 
and no other magazine - and paid the cashier without concern or 
embarrassment.

Visiting your office; meeting you and a few of your associates 
gave me a big lift mentally. And a few guts. I think I’m out of 
the ranks of the furtive, the frightened and the unbelieve- 
ably stupid.
Thanks.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Notice ot chonge of address should be sent not 
less thon two weeks prior to the dote change 
becomes effective. Send the oddress ot which 
copies ore now being received ond the new 
oddress ot which you wish to receive copies.

meitteuiiM e



BY CURTIS DEWEES

On the Suppression of

Homosexual Literature

Th« fo llow ing  o rtic lo , wrlMon by the Reioorch D iroetof o f the Mottochine Society, 
m ight w e ll be en titled , "Y o u  Can’ t Rood That B o o h l"  because tho t’ i  |us t obout 
the g is t of i t .  Author Dewees has chronicled o long l is t  of incidents and situo- 
tions where censors hove kept lite ra tu re  from the public  s im ply because they 
were acting os judge and jury about what people should rood. Because o f its  
length, the a r tic le  has been divided into two ins ta llm ents. I t  w il l  be concluded in 
the September issue.

The recent victory of ONE over the Post Office Department would 
seem to imply that the victory for the wide circulation of homosex­
ual literature has also been won. But this is far from true. I shall 
examine some of the organized efforts made by extra-legal means 
to keep literature on the homosexual subject withdrawn from the 
public at la rg e -a  social conspiracy so vast and so successful 
that few of my readers will have realized its full extent.

Homosexuality is not listed as a subject in most encyclopedias. 
Neither are there entries under the topics of "inversion, sexual,”  
"perversion,” nor "sexual abnormality.”  Perhaps this is because 
encyclopedias are widely used by children. At any rate the editors 
evidently feel that such a subject is not proper fare for encyclo­
pedia readers.

The reference division of the New York library, a superb research 
facility with almost four million books and 8000 users daily, has 
no subject heading called "homosexual” or "homosexuality”  in 
its immense card catalog. There is entered only one card under 
inversion anc one entry under perversion. There ate no entries un­
der "sex  abnormal,”  "sex  perversion,”  etc. Even under "sex  of­
fenses”  there are cross references to rape and prostitution. Thus, 
according to the card catalog, there is such a subject, but there 
are only a handful of books on it and therefore it does not rate any 
special subject classification card. Nevertheless other subjects
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such as murder, communism and atheism rate many, many cards in 
the public catalog.

Look in your own public library. Chances are the same dearth of 
material on the homosexual subject prevails there also.

There are not many newsstands or stores outside of three or four 
major metropolitan areas where one can find paperback novels with 
homosexual themes. The Mattachine Review and One magazine are 
sold on newsstands in only the largest cities. This is not because 
their publishers are uninterested in widening their reading audi­
ences, but because they are often prevented from carrying their 
messages to a larger public by various and not-so-subtle extra- 
legal pressures. For there are many "vigilante”  groups at work 
across the U. S. who would take away from you—if they could—the 
chance to read anything about homosexuality, either fiction or non­
fiction. Most of these groups operate as quietly as possible, mainly 
because any publicity given to literatute considered "obscene” 
only increases its sales and public desire to read it. Because of
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the manner in which they work, these groups also rarely come to 
the attention of the majority of Americans, whose reading habits 
these groups are trying to regulate.

Although small and short-lived groups spring up from time to 
time in an all-out drive to suppress "obscene”  literature, a con­
centrated effort has been made in recent years by a national org­
anization expressly formed for this purpose. This group is the 
National Office for Decent Literature (NODL) with headquarters 
in Chicago. It is controlled by a Roman Catholic Bishop’s Com­
mittee on decent literature. It issues blacklists every month and 
sends them out to all interested persons.

On the local level priests and Catholic lay groups take the lists 
to newsdealers and drug stores and ask them to remove the objec­
tionable literature from their stands. Those dealers who comply 
are awarded a plaque each month for helping to wipe out "sm ut.” 
Those who do not are threatened with boycott, or warned that the 
police will be notified. It must be remembered that this action of 
censorship of "objectionable” material is based solely on what 
NODL considers as such.

In many cities the police come into action, and the police chief 
acts as the grand censor, using as a criterion in many cases the 
NODL lists. The offending retailer may be directly warned that 
prosecution will follow if he continues to handle a particular item; 
he may be told that his license to do business may be revoked.

The city of Detroit which has been notorious in its censorship 
practices, has had until recently a permanent censorship board of 
12 persons who screen every book and magazine sold in the city. 
Recently this board has been inactive, but it will probably resume 
its activities again in September.

The salient fact is that the police officials do not have the legal 
power to ban the sale of a book on the grounds that it is obscene 
in the absence of a court’s determination that it is obscene. But 
only rarely does the newsdealer or the publisher of a blacklisted 
book take the book to court. The reasons are not that the news­
dealer or publisher will lose, but that the cost is tremendous, and 
it is extremely time-consuming.

In almost every obscenity court test such books have been de­
clared not to be obscene. Censors have fought a losing battle for 
years but they don’t give up. Unfortunately, once a book is de­
clared not to be obscene, it is often not removed from various 
blacklists, not does the ruling on one book extend to others of a 
similar nature. They are generally held in the limbo of suppression 
and banishment. (To be Concluded in the September Issue.)

Sex and Censorship
First issue of a new magazine, SEX /IND CESSORSHIP, 

is due to appear on new'sstands about September 15, the editor, 
Wallace de Ortega Maxey, A.M., S.T.M., D.D., has announced. It 
will sell for 50 cents per copy. Advance subscriptions are S5 per 
year. Office of publication is 209 Ninth Street, San Francisco, 
Calif.
It IS the purpose of SEX & CENSOR­

SHIP to reach broad areas of American 
life through its  provocative pages. By 
impacting authentic information on these 
sub jec ts, without censorship, it is felt 
that serv ice of an educational, social 
and e th ica l nature w ill be rendered to 
the public.

The e ssen ce  of true education is free­
dom of honest inquiry and d iscussion . 
While these ideals have never been 
fully atta ined  in practice, the public 
muist be reminded again and again that 
they must remain our goal if education 
is to play its  part in making our denx)- 
cracy function effectively.

The tendency today of private groups 
se tting  them selves up as official cen­
sors in th is particu lar field and engaging 
in action beyond their proper sphere, i.s 
seriously endangering th is freedom. The

right to individual difference must be 
preserved against a ll attem pts of organ­
ized groups to destroy it. Conformity 
—mental or physical— is not the Amer­
ican way of life.

SEX & c e n s o r s h ip  holds that social 
evolution has brought us to the point 
where we must recognize that our cen­
tral task  in this field is  complex and in­
volved and will not be solved either 
through repression or confortrity. .Man­
kind 's problem has been and s til l  is 
maturation and harmonization of his 
love needs with his appetite needs and 
attaining the g reatest sa tisfaction  in 
both. Through these pages, by present­
ing a variety of views on the subject. 
SEX & c e n s o r s h ip  w ishes to contri­
bute to the much needed se)f-education 
of America. By WES KNIGHT

The Enslaved
A Commentary on Morals by Eric Coshen

The hammock swung and young Alec swung in it, his foot 
twisted in the knots of rope that tied it to the tree. The pack 
of cigarettes in his breast pocket weighed heavily there and the 
matches in the other he continually felt for reassurance.

Wind blew down from the hills across the lake and into the 
trees where he hung, a body lifted by virtue of balance above 
the ground, beneath the sky.

The day, a young one, had begun with the swallow flying out 
of his nest on the porch to bring breakfast back to the beaks of 
the young, Alec had got up at the ungodly hour of ten to meet
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the requirement of his mother, wash face, and eat breakfast. 
The hammock came along later as the shelves in 'Wool and 
Water’ in "Through the Looking G lass”  appear so regularly 
with pieces of niceness, and he lay in it with a feeling of 
slaved freedom he enjoyed.

The spirit, he thought, is captured by routines, even the unex­
pected pleasures, and must fight to get free of bondage. He was 
too lazy and too comfortable.
He smoked.
A long cigarette lit by a short match, inhaled through a weak 
mouth and exhaled out a strong nose. Tobacco was his friend, 
he decided, as girls were his nemesis. Margery Ledderer next 
door had his heart and a date for the night. He didn’t know where 
to take her or what do do. He wanted to kiss her, to press his 
body against hers, to be taken ly her, but that was impossible.. 
He dropped his cigarette and put it out and stood up and spent 
the afternoon.

Margery had fair hair, he could see in the windshield, and a 
throat that sloped beneath it neatly like some sort of silverware 
in a precious and expensive home. He reached over and put his 
hand next to hers. He steered with one hand. The roads were 
bumpy, slow, and curved. They stopped on top of the golf 

course and got out by mutual unspoken consent and walked 
across the fields to the eighth green. Tables were set out there 
with benches for picnickers. He stood beside her looking down 
the fairway. Moonlight struck the eighth tee, and the flag rip­
pled in a dusty sort of way. He put his arm around h e r .  H e r  
cheek rested against his shoulder. They turned to face each 
other, and stared a long minute into where the other’s eyes 
would be. His lips brushed her forehead.Hers crushed against 
his with a force, and they were down suddenly, clutching each 
Other wherever they could take hold. Breast, shoulders, thighs. 
Her legs scuffed off her shoes and they wrapped around him.
He took both hands and gripped her blouse. He was moved on 
top of her.
"S to p  i t .”  They were enemies. Her hand grasped him through 

his trousers and wrenched. He ...
The car looked suddenly brighter in the moonlight than the 

flag had looked; his hands were cold. Her blouse was torn. 
They drove home silently in the speckled night back to another 
house of dreams, back to a hammock and a swallow in the early 
morning.
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CONRAD BOWMAN holds the post of 
cteasurer for both the M attachine Society 
and the Review. He has been a member 
fc|r more than three years, during which 
time h is bookkeeping and accounting 
ta len ts have served the organization 
well.

Conrad comes from Utah where he was 
born 34 years ago. He left college for 
milicary se rv ice  in the m edical corps in 
1943, was sen t to a school for surgical 
techn icians in Colorado, then joined a 
B*24 bomber group and was sen t to Eng­

land. After 14 months he was transferred 
to an infantry d iv ision , partic ipated  in 
the **Battle of the Bulge,'* then was 
wounded at the Rhine R ivet and flown 
back to England to a hosp ital where 
he "celebrated** VE Day. Later he 
went to Bavaria, where he served for a 
year of occupation duty in Germany.

Back in Utah in 1956, Conrad re­
enrolled in the s ta te  university but left 
before graduation, took a course in 
accounting at night school, and entered 
civ il service with the War A ssets Ad­
m inistration in Salt Lake City. Two 
years la ter he joined the Veterans Ad­
m inistration (Finance Dept.) and worked 
in voucher audits until recalled  to ac­
tive military duty in 1950 (Korea), fol­
lowing which he was discharged a year 
later. Conrad then joined the sta ff of a 
large transportation company's San 
F rancisco  finance office, and completed 
additional training at the University of 
California while working for this firm.

During the past year while he has 
served as national treasurer, Conrad's 
problems have basically  boiled down to 
one: money gets " s p e n t"  virtually be­
fore it comes in. B ills for publishing



the Review and paying the office for 
overhead rep resen t amounts which he 
has had to keep in line with Society in- 
come, and th a t is  indeed a challenge. 
But more than ever before the officers 
and members of the organization can 
view the Socie ty ’s financia l s ta tu s  more

clearly  today than in the pas t, because 
our treasu re r’s regular financial s ta te ­
ments and handling of other f isca l mat­
ters have been p laced  on a consisten tly  
w ell-recorded footing under h is expert 
guidance.

PUNISHMENT FOR HOMOSEXUALS IN SERVICE

The following is  a le tter ftora a former British Array officer published recently 
in the London Observer, It was prompted by Wolfenden Committee findings.

Sir,—In all the discussions of the 
Wolfenden Report, very litlle atten­
tion has been' paid to the Com­
mittee's, surprising view that while 
the criniinal law regarding homo­
sexuality should be reformed, 
military and naval law on the sub­
ject should, in the interests of dis­
cipline, remain unchanged. Yet 
it is in the Services, particularly 
under the abnormal conditions of 
war-time, that inverts, many of 
whom may be conscripted, are 
placed in a position of the greatest 
strain and difficulty and are'most 
likely to break down.

Moreover, punishment dots not 
end with the cashiering or dismissal 
and imprisonment which it is pro­
posed to maintain, for these have 
drastic, endless effects in subse­
quent civil life and will automatic­
ally preclude any prosp^t of a 
career in any of the civilian pro­
fessions.

If the criminal law is to be re­
formed, has not the lime come also 
to take homosexuality in the Ser­
vices out of the hands of courts- 
martial. which are not qualified to 
deal with it, and to make it the 
subject for a medical board ?

“ E x-O fficp.r ."

Methodists Speak Out 
On Two Sexual Issues

NEWCASTLE - UPON-TYNE 
(England), July 12. — (AP) — 
The Newcastle Methodist Con­
ference today approved a rec­
ommendation that homosex­
uality between c o n s e n t i n g  
adults should no longer be a 
criminal offense in Britain.

The recommendation came 
from the department of Chris­
tian citizenship. The Rev. E. 
Rogers said in moving the res­
olution;

'Tt is not the proper func­
tion of law to interfere with 
private conduct unless that 
conduct is clearly detrimen­
tal to the public good in an 
extraordinary degree.

“B o t h  prostitution and 
homosexuality are symptoms 
of a twisted approach to sex. 
The remedy is not in the 
hands of the law.”
The conference action con­

curs with recommendations on 
the subject of homosexuality 
made last year in the govern­
ment appointed Wolfenden re­
port. In its most controversial 
section, the report suggested 
that homosexual behavior in 
private between consenting 
adults over 21 no longer be 
regarded as a criminal offense. 
The government has taken no 
action on the report thus far.

BOOK
LONELINESS FACED DOWN

IN THE FORESTS OF HEAVEN AND OF H E LL  by Forrest Anderson. G ilbert 
and DeLue, San Francisco, I9S8. 48 pages, $5.00. L im ited Edition o f 500 
copies. Reviewed by Jock Parrish.

The writer of this extraordinary prose poem impresses one as 
being one of the few modem poets with something vital to say. 
Though he uses many-of the techniques prevalent among them - 
the abandonment of conventional verse meters,-^non-usage of 
capitals, the juxtaposition of profanity and highly erudite poly­
syllabic words, etc. - they are not used as a ce-echo of the 
cliches and mannerisms of a school, but rather to convey some­
thing deeply felt. Their function is to make what he wants to 
say clearer to the reader rather than to conceal the fact that he 
has nothing to say.

The poem is divided into nine sections describing different 
"forests” , some of them hells, some heavens; that of the 
"city  forest of concrete and steel” , the sea, the jungle, which 
is " a  lavishly disguised execution chamber” , etc. It con­
cludes with an epilogue that sums up certain conclusions re­
garding human existence as described in the different forests.

Unlike so many so-called poets who have written in prose, 
Mr. Anderson is one of the few since Whitman who has been 
able to cross over the boundary that separates jjrose from 
poetry. Also, though he has a thoughtful and perceptive mind, 
he has the intelligence to realize that good preaching is not 
the same as good poetry. Consequently, he never lets the philo­
sopher in him get in the way of the poet and when he propounds 
any philosophical conclusions it is  done with the imagi­
native insight and vision of a poet.

He would seem to be one of those rare few modem creative 
workers who can face down his loneliness. At present there are 
all too many who feel that they have accomplished their task 
when they have depicted the uttermost depths of human injus­
tice, loneliness and frustration, sometimes superbly, and 
sofnetimes even magnificently. Having then cast their public



upon the black waters of the sea of despair, they feel that they 
have done their duty and that their task is completed.

It is the great difference between class ical and modem tra­
gedy. The former depicts the uttermost limits of human suffer­
ing but can show something beyond, thus giving a sense of pur­
ification and peace. The modern usually winds the spectator up 
to the highest degree of frustration and anguish possible and 
leaves him there. Mr. Anderson belongs to the former school.

As a person who has faced and overcome his own loneliness 
his poetry has a special value for all in a similar situation. 
He is not glibly repeating superficial platitudes, but is speak­
ing as one who knows what hell is like because he has been 
there himself, so to speak, and because of this sincerity and 
authenticity the reader can share with him and participate in 
his realization:

then i got to  th in k ln g :he ll, we are a ll alone—each of us—and ever, 
when we ore bom; when we die; whether on a ronch in Idaho; in  on 
european c ity ; In o logging camp — foc to ry-o fflce -sto re-m lIL  e e ewe 
are lone lies t, in o sense, when we ore In bed w ith  ony*someone else 
mebbe because then we're s triv ing  hardest to reach out and across 
(we fo i l ,  o rd ino rily , precisely because we try too hard) to the other 
consciousness* WHY? - because w e've olwoys got to TH IN K ^tho t's  
why. ond because not one in a m illion  of us can th ink s tra ight 
AND even i f  we could th ink s tra ight, then we cou ldn 't trust the 
other person not to run righ t out ond blab everything. . . .  
everything w e 've spoken In confidence.

so, guy. I f  you con fo llow  the line o f my log ic , i figured out that 
s ince  we are a ll alone, then none of us is  alone, because each of 
us then has plenty o f compony ■ being a ll lonely together you might 
say. and that makes o kinda crowded world of u s . . .  sorto . . .  
doesn 't it?

(Quoted from page 25)

5th ANNUAL CONVENTIO N IN NEW YORK 
August 29>S«pt«mber 1

The bas ic  schedule for the 5th Annual 
Convention of the Mactachine Society 
has been se t. It w ill be held August 29- 
Septem ber 1 in New York City in the 
Barbizon P laza  Hotel, 106 C entral Park 
South, overlooking the park, and in 
o ffices of the M attachine Society. Inc., 
1183 Avenue of the Americas (6th Ave.).

A reception  for out-of-town members 
and g u es ts  w ill open convention ac tiv i­
tie s . It w ill be held Friday evening, 
August 29, in the S ocie ty 's  New York 
offices, 8 p.m.

On Saturday, August 30, the main day 
of forums and ad dresses open to the' 
public w ill be presen ted  on the 30th 
floor in the h o te l 's  Y acht Lounge.

A luncheon and evening banquet w ill 
a lso  be included in th is d ay 's program.

P lan s for Sunday, August 31 are s t i l l  
ten tative. Monday, September 1 will be 
devoted to the annual business meeting 
of the Society, election  of officers, etc. 
CO b e  held a t 1183 Avenue of the Amer­

icas , fourth floor.

Convention fees, including reg istra ­
tion, morning and afternoon programs, 
the luncheon and the annuaVJiwards ban­
quet w ill be S I5» the convention com­
mittee in New York has announced. Addi­
tional informacioD may be obtained by 
writing CO the cominitcee a t the New 
York office.

BIBLIlKiRiirHr
Port IX

•Casanova de Seingalt. MEMOIRS, (biog.). New York: Regency House, 
1938.

Catullus, Caius V. POEMS, (poems in all catagories). Various trans­
lations; vp, vd.

Cauldwell, Frank. THE FIREWALKERS. (n;IV). London: Murray, I956. 
Cavafy, C.D. POEMS, (poems in all catagories). (Translatedby John 

Mavrogordato). New 36rk: Grove, 1952.
Cela, Camilo Jose. THE HIVE. (n;II). New York: Farrar-Straus, I953. 

Reprint: Signet 1157
Celine, L.E. JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE NIGHT. (n;II). Boston: 

Little-Brown, 1934. Reprint: Avon G1014.
Chandler, Raymond. THE BIG SLEEP, (n; II). New Vbrk: Knopf, 1939 

Reprint: Pocket Book 696.
Chapman-Houston, Desmond. BAVARIAN FANTASY, (biog. of Ludwig II 

of Bavaria). New York: Library Publishers, 1956.
•Charke, Charlotte. NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF CHARLOTTE 

CHARKE. (biog.). London: W. Reeve, 1755 
♦Chaie, R.V. EMILY DICKINSCMV. (biog.). NewYork: Sloan, I95I 
ClarBs, Eleanor. ROMA AND A VILLA, (nf; III). New York Doubleday,

1952
Clarke, Ashley W. JASPAR TRISTRAM, (n; I). London: Heinamann,
- 1899.
Clelend, John. MEMOIRS OFFANNY HILL.(n; II). London: 1749.

Reprints: Paris: Obelish Press, 1950, and Olympia Press, 1955. 
Cleough, James. THE MARQUIS AND THE CHEVALIER, (biog, material 

on de Sade and von Sacher-Masoch). New York: Duell-Sloane, 1952. 
Cloete, Stuart. THE TURNING WHEELS, (n; II). Bostok: Houghton-Mifflin, 

1957. Reprints: Signet and Penguin 573 and Pernabook P147.
Cocteau, Jean. THE HOLY TERRORS, (n; 0). New 56rk: New Directions,

1957.
Cocteau, Jean. THE MISCREANT, (n; III). London: Owen, 1958.
Cohen, Lester. OSCAR WILDE, (d; IV). New Y»rk: Boni, 1928.
•Coleman, Lonnie. BIRD OF PARADISE, (ss in "Ship’s Company” ; IV).

Boston: Little-Brown, 1955.Reprint:-Dell D185.
Coleman, Lonnie, THE THEBAN WARRIORS, (ss in "Ship’s Company” ; 

IV). See above.

Ì



Boston: Little-Brown, 1955. Reprint: Dell D185.
•Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, CHRISTABEL. (p; III), (in C.H. Page’s "British 

Poets of the XIX Century"). New York: Sanborn, 1917.
•Colette, Sidonie, Gabrielle. CLAUDINE AT SCHOOL. (n;HI). New York: -

Boni, 1930. Reprint: as "Diary of a 16-Year Old French Girl” . Avon T-200
• a le t te ,  Sidonie Gabrielle. THE INDULGENT HUSBAND, (n; in "Short 

Novels of Colette"; 111). New York: Dial, 1951.
••Colette, Sidonie Gabrielle. THE INNOCENT WIFE, (n; III). New York: 

Farrar, 1934.
••Colette, Sidonie Gabrielle. YOUNG LADY OF PARIS, (n; III). New York: 

Boni, 1931.
Combs, Tram (pseudonym for Elisha T. Combs, Jr.). PILGRIM’S TERRACE, 

(p; I). San German, Puerto Rico: La Nueva Salamanca, 1957.
Conolly, Cyril. THE ROCK POOL, (n; U). New York Scribner’s, 1936.
Cooper, Lettice. THREE UVES. (n; I). London: Gollanz, 1957.
Cornish, Join. THE PROVINQALS. (n; III). New York William Sloan 

Associates, 1951.
Corvo, Baron. See Rolfe, Frederice W.
••Coiy, Donald Webster (pseudonym) (editor). 21 VARIATIONS ON A THEME. 

( ss collection IV). New 3òrk: Greenberg, 1953.
Cossary, Albert. THE LAZY OJES. (n; II). Norfolk, Conn.: New Directions, 

1952.
•Couperus, Louis. THE COMEDIANS. (n;II). New York; Doran, 1926.
Coward, Noel. PRESENT INDICATIVE'', (biog.). Garden City: Doiileday, 

1937.
Cowell, Roberta. ROBERTA COWELL’S STORY, (biog). New York: British 

Book Center, 1954. Reprint: Lion LL-50.
Cowlin, Dorothy. WINTER SOLSTICE. (n;I). New Y>rk: Macmillan, 1934.
Coyle, Kathleen. UNDUE FULFILLMENT. (n;lV). New York: Morrow, 1934.
•Craigin, Elizabeth. EITHER IS LOVE, (n; IV). New X>rk: Harcourt, 1937.
Crane, Hart. POEMS. (p;I). New York: Liveright, 1928.
Crannach, Hewy. FLESH AND BONE. (n;III). Paris; Olympia Press, 1957.
Creekmore, Hubeat. THE WELCOME. (n;lV). New York: Appleton-Century- 

Crofts, 1948.
Qoft-Cooke, Rupert. THE VERDICT OF YOU ALL. (biog). London: Seeker 

and Warburg, 1955-
Cromwell, John. A GRAIN OF SAND. (nIV). Lokdon: P . Owen, 1953.
Cronin, A.J. THE SPANISH GARDENER. (n;I). Boston: Little-Brown, 195p. 

Reprint: Bantam A1719.

(To be continued in next issue. For meoning o f symbols used, see March 1958 
issue of MATTACHINE REVIEW.)

muurrntJUM R E V I E W

V itw s tx p T ts s td  by w fittr s  o f the le tters below ate riot necessarily those o f the 
M A T T A C m SE  REVIEW,

REVIEW EDITOR: Your review/of "The Talented Mr. Ripley” , 
(See Books, June issue) contains misstatements so gross as to 
cast doubt on whether "H E P" actually read it. 1. There was 
"no remarkably long string of murders.” One planned murder, 
and another unavoidable one to avoid exposure; 2. Tom Ripley 
may indeed be intended by the author as a repressed homo­
sexual, but to say "we find him in a typical New York East Side 
gay bat”  is absurd. Nothing about this bar as drawn by the au­
thor suggests it is a gay bar. 3. We certainly do not "meet a 
series of straightforward and susceptible homosexuals.” There 
are no implications whatsoever about the homosexuality, even 
repressed, about any of the characters except Tom Ripley. 
4. Tom’s victim, "Dickie Gteenleaf, a homosexual with a girl­
friend”  is no such thing as drawn by the author. Nothing in his 
conduct suggests it, and when he has reason to suspect Tom 
Ripley, he tells him straightforward that he is not, in case Tom 
has any such thoughts. Let "H EP”  write his own book if he 
wants, but not completely misrepresent the characters and plot 
of someone else’s book. Mr. NIG, NY
REVIEW EDITOR: The Homosexual Law Reform Society, 219 
Liverpool Road, London, N .l, is, at present, concerned to pub­
licize its existence; and if you can pass on our address and the 
main details of our constitution to everyone known to you who 
might be interested, we shall be particularly grateful. We should 
be pleased too, if you could especially mention our appeal for 
financial help. The Committee is considering, among its long­
term plans, the setting up of a London office which could co­
ordinate the work of the many supporters of legal reform and 
give wide publicity to their work: but this, and other valuable 
schemes, will be possible only if the generosity of out donors 
allows. You will have noticed that the House of Commons did 
not have time on June 13th to debate Lt.Col. Montgomery 
Hyde’s motion on the Wolfenden Report; and this was altogether 
unexpected. We believe, ourselves, that time for a full debate 
should be provided by the Government, and this is one of the 
several points which our deputation to the Home Sectetary will 
urge. Yours sincerely, A.E. Dyson, Honorary Secretary.
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REVIEVt' EDITOR: Especially enjoyed your June issue. Have 
had several favorable comments from friends about the publi­
cation. Keep up the good work. Mr. RCJ, Oregon.

REVIEW EDITOR: I would like to make a small contribution to­
wards your magazine in the sum of $5 with best wishes for still 
future success. Kindly allow me to express an opinion on a cer­
tain small matter which borhcrs me for some time and that is----
every time one mentions love for a man,that man must necessar­
ily be a handsome chap. Now, I, like perhaps some others whom 
1 don’t know of, are attracted to the more mature type of man be­
tween the ages of 40-60 and definitely on the stout side, with 
a moon face. I am sorry if I seem crude to you, but that is a fact 
and I do wish you.would mention that fact in your stories. Again 
1 send you best wishes for continued success and friendship.— 
Mr. PB, NY

REVIEW EDITOR: I wrote to a friend who is a doctor and he 
just recently answered that he is most interested in your organ­
ization. He replied "I would appreciate receiving, in return, any 
and all information you have on this Mattachine Society, and, if 
possible, a copy of the article you mentioned.”  Let me thank 
V(xj again for your interesting material and I will be looking for- 
war.l to meeting you when I come to San Francisco, Mr. GEL, 
( .till.
'U \ li;V\ Ll)l rt.)K: Enclosed is another contribution for your 
Review. Again I want to commend you on your cover.ige of for­
eign .itfairs. "F aces Behind the Names”  certainly gives the 
m.ig.i/ine more meaning to its supporters. Mr. TM, Ohio

REVIEW' EDITOR: To say that I am appalled by Mr. FEH, Mich, 
is to put it bluntly. Quite often I have discovered that "w e” 
have a tendency to believe that all homosexuals are "gay .” 
Frankly practically everyone I know is miserable. If that part- 
time bartender (See Readers Write, June 1958 issue) had fol­
lowed grandpa’s advice and kept it in his pants I feel quite 
sure he could have continued on his merry way sneaking out 
with the boys and marrying those three women. Is Mr. FEH an 
old acquaintance of Mr. Part-time Bartender?

R E V IE W  f * « d « r»  Or« In v ite d  to  Subm it o p in io n s .  ce m m « n ts  on d  c r i t ic is m  o f  th« m09O sin « , I t s  c o n te n ts  
o n d  i t s  s u b je c t  fo r  p u b l ic a t io n  in  th e  R E A D E R S  W R IT E  d t^ O r tn te n t.  P w b lic o t io n  p o l ic y  c o l ls  fo r  th o  
u s e  o f  t n i t io l s  o f  th e  w r i te r  en d  th e  nom e o f  th o  s to te  a n d  c o u n try  e f  ro s id o n c e . A l l  c e m m u n ic e t ie n s  
fo r  p u b l ic o t ie n  m u s t be s ip n e d , h o w e v e r,  ^ c o u s e  o f th e  n e tu re  o f  th e  s u b je c t e f  th e  R E V IE W , an d  the 
le g a l on d  s o e io l e r t i tu d e s  to w a rd  i t .  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  e e ch e n g e  e n y  n o m es e f  I n d iv id u a ls  fo r  c o r re s ­
p o n d e n c e  p u rp o s e s .

INFORMATION FOLDERS

Two folders, designed to be used as companion mailing 
pieces, are available from national headquarters of the Matta­
chine Society and its branch offices- They are "In Case You 
Didn’t Know” and "What Has Mattadiine Done?” The first 
outlines the homosexual problem in the U.S. and describes the 
purpose of the Society; the second tells how the Society is deal; 
ing with the problem knd what the organization is doing. Pri­
ces are: 100 for $1.50) 50 tor $1-00; smaller quantities. 3 cents 
each. Unless specified otherwise, orders will be filled with 
equal quantities of each folder.

FOREIGN PUBUCATIONS
THE CIRCLE (DER KREiS)

Published monthly tln e o  1932, in  French, Gormon and English (no trans- 
lotion dupifeotlons); contains photos, illus tra tions ond art reproduc­
tions, R o lf, editor* Annual subscriptions $11 f irs t cioss sealed, Bank 
draft or cosh to Lesez lrke l Dor K rels, Postfoch 547, Froumunster, 
Zurich 22, Swltserlond.

DER NEUE RING
DER NEUE RING —Monthly review in German. Contents include literary 
and sc ien tific  a rtic les , photos. Subscription rate, S7.00 per year 
(DM29.60) sea led , orders by International Money Order. For sample copy 
send seven international reply coupons. Address: Verlag Gerhard Prescha, 
A lsrerchftussee 3, Hamburg 13, Germany.

ICSE N E W SLE TTE R
Mimeographed English edition, published bi-monthly by In­

ternational Committee for Sexual Equality. Jack Argo, editor. 
Annual subscriptions, $5. Address Postbox 1564, Amsterdam. 
Holland. (Single copies 50 cents each —may be ordered from 
Mattachine Review.)

VRIENDSCHAP
Monthly magazine in Dutch with articles about male and fe­

male homophile problems, published by Cultuur en Ontspann- 
ings Centrum (C.O.C). Bob Angelo, editor- Subscriptions $4 per 
year. Address Postbox 542, Amsterdam, Holland-

ARCADIE
Monthly literary and scientific review in French, A. Baudry 

editor. Subscriptions $9 per year- Address 162 Rue JeannC 
d’Arc, Paris 13, France.



T r e a s o n s  w h y  YOU s h o u l d  

JOIN MATTAGHINE

B ecouse in  l ik e  th e s *  whvn p re ]ud (c# fÎ ond b i^ o t^ d  fo rce s  a rc
BO p o to n t. I t  Is  a l l  the  mere Im p o rta n t fo r the  fo rce s  o f e d u co tlo n  and 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  moke th e ir  Im p oc t fe l t  In  humon l i fe .

Because I t  w i l l  g ive you sa tls foc tlon  to  take those Impulses for good tha t you 
fs a l- o n d  homess them up w ith  a group and a program for action and Influence 
designed to serve a public  need.

Because the Mattochine Society does stand for thot nolural and humone ap- 
prooch to  matters re lo ting  to sex behavior, unclouded by the vogarles ond the 
lingering o ttitudes o f a n tl's e le n tlf lc  Puritanism.

Because Mattochine works In a quiet, nen-sensotlonol way to effect changes 
in  the on tiquated, out-moded lows agoinst o naturo l, harmless sex in s tin c t.

6

B .c a u * .  coaforin lty t .  .o c la l p r . . .u r a i  c o u t . i  le * ,  o f a man's c rM tIva  eon- 
tr lb iit to n . In various f l . ld s ,  which Is too groat o prico to pay for tho guostlon- 
a b l.  honofits o f a cu ltu ro  o f automation.

B ocou io  M a ttach lnsa lfordsa modluin (THE M ATTACHINE REVIEW) to  d iseuss 
 ̂ m o ttn s  In Ih .  soxual sph .ro  d iroe tly  offoctlng os mony as IO out o f .v o ry  100 

a d u lt i so rlous ly .

^  Bacmiss un ioss you ars w lll in g  to undsrtaks soma o f tha rs s p o n ilb lllty  for 
sn ilgh tsn ing  socla ty ragordlng thssa mottsrs, you ora fa llin g  far short o f your 
ob ligotions os a free American.

PUT YOUR INDIVIDUAL œNTRIBUTION TO WORK___
BY JCXNING MATTAŒINE TODAY!

Write for details to:

B la tta ch in c  ^ c i c t g ,  In c . 693 Mission St. 
Son Froncisee 5

ÀilsÊÊhtÊÊÈ


