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"They're Headin'
This-A-Way, Pardner". "

The arts of any age reflect the society that gives them birth. The
newest of die arts n this, the most modem of all ages, reverses
this age-old trend.

Television, electronic miracle of our day, is hemmed in b}/ S0 many

sacred cows that there’s considerable mumbling among the hands
when it comes to round-up time. o

In the days of yore, when the cowboy hero of the silent films
reached the end of ‘the trail, he used to dismount, nuzzle his horse,
then remount and hecome an ever diminishing figure in the fading
sunset.

Today, his electronic counterpart on _Your living room screen is
more apt than not to ignore the ImPHCI suggestion of bestiality,
and wander off into the nearest saloon fora quick one with his
'Iaughabl_e, lovable side-kick.’ o

There is the classic current example of "Wild Bill Hickok™

The leading role, admirably played to the masculing hilt b){ Guy
Madison, is complemented by his long suffering cohort "Jingles”,
played by the one and only gravel-Voiced Andy Devine. These
two actors, in-private life"are, without doubf, estimable men.
But the relationship so subtly suggested in the television
series leaves something to be desired, accordln? to the society-
as-a-whole, sanctioned morals and ethos of a heterosexual world.
~ Wild Bill Hickok’(and is_that name derivative—er stimulative?)
In a papier-mache manner, is portrayed as the defender of law and
order, upholder of justice, tighter of wrongs, preserver of maidenly
virtue and so forth, ad nauseum. Yet, when he has sent the villain
packing, and is alone with the rancher’s lovely daughter, unchap-
eroned in the Ilvmg room, does he make a natural, so-called ' nor-
mal’ pass at her’

He does not. o .

He bolts out of there as fast as his bowing legs, delicately bal-
anced on, high heel boots, will carry him. And he ?allops away,
headin’ for next week’s half hour with the ever present-in-the-back-
round 'Jingles’ screaming at the top of his lungs, "Hey, Wild

ill, wait for me!”

And what about ‘Jingles?’
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A : :
Is chat a 0"Ete foe a grown man to allow himself tobe called with-
out at least a 'smile when you say that, pardner?’ Here is a clear-
cut case of arrested development. He, cut on the classic lines,
is the case history of the perfect example_of juvenile delinquency
grown hoary and grey in mischievous service.” This little boy who

les. 'Wild Bill” spends a goodly share of the time allotted after the
middle commercial strau};h ening out the mess Jingles and his nar-
cissus complex have gotten them into during the first half!

No, "Wild Bill Hickok™ s not for the kiddies. o

More properly, the films for this series should be sealed in their
cans and stored for al] time under some psychiatrist’s couch. But
let’s not restrict ourselves to this one progra_m. o

Your TV set dial has 12 channels to twist to-or more if it’s
etﬁlpped for UHF, So let’s change stations. , .

ere, now, what's this? The emotion-packed music Rossini wrote

to serve as the introduction to his opera, "William Tell!”  Ros-
sini has become the proverbial grave-spinner if he’s found the uses
to_which his, music has been put. o

There he is, mask and all, "The Lone Ranger.” While it’s un-
doubtedly true that every human being has some secret so dear to
himself that he would rather face death than reveal it, here is a
man with such a deadly secret he resorts to wearing a mask in
public to keep its fearsom™ knowledge from being made known!

Poor Lone Ranger! He still lives In that late-adolescent, just-
coming-out Stage that tells him, "1 am the first one in the world
to have this happen to me!l” _

And what a sfriking collection of complexes beats *neath his
manly bosom! First, he fears he will talk too much, land so limits
bis Conversational outhursts to the shortest possible Rra_ses and
sentences. Then diere’s the problem of his afair with his horse.
The film is so cut and edited that medium close-ups of his horsey
Silver, are never shown. Thus we, the viewers, have no way in
the world of knowing whether he’s mounting a mare, stallion or

elding.

gThe gwhys and «dierefcxes of that loathsome black mask become

more apparent. o L
But there’s more. The Lone Ranger is living in a more primitive

age, an age less prone even than our own to accept anKthmg.as

outre as_ homosexuality. And add to that the fact that the scries

is laid, if ¥ou will, in"die Old West, where the good uP(! ht, sub-

a

stantial citizens subscribed wholly -to the theory that "the only

never V%_rew up is more often than not, the cause of Our Hero’s troub-

?ood Indian is a dead Indian.” Thus we see that the Lone Ran?er’s
eeling for his Indian buddy Tonto runs directly against all the
standards of the society he moves in.

It is therefore apparent that the Lone Ran?er_does not dare re-
move his mask. He lives in mortal terror that his face will mirror
his soul all too accurately. And to preserve this weird kind of fac-
ial virginity, he is. willing to undergo all kinds of torments, all
versions of indignities.  ~ o o

The Lone Ranger, like his Wild Bill Hickok facsimile, goes to
absurd lengths to avoid any kind of physical contact with whatever
Young lady the plot line calls for. He, too, takes flight at full gal-
op, fiding off to some m%stl_cal bunkhouse in the sky where he can
be alone, R_resumabl , with his faithful Indian friend Tonto—scream-
ing the while in full voice, "Hi-yo Silver, awak/!” _

This business of publicly being affectionate with_folks of red
skin seems to have caught”the TV-viewers’ fancy. The Sheriff of
Cochise, a relative newcomer to the field, stressés the point with
manosyllabic intensity, feverish action that gzets nowhere, and lots
of loud gunplay. In this opus of the great Southwest, only the noble
red man is_clearly in the right. The Paleface—saving only the vir-
tuous Sheriff in question—s always villainous, unfriendly and out
to do in Rousseau’s %Iorlous_prlml_tlves. _ o
_ S0 there you are. Space limitations being what they are, it is
impossible o give a full rundown of the constantly %rowm list
of movie and TV Westerns. But the picture remains pretty much the
same no matter what number you choose on your TV Set. If this
[?nores the wild and woolly doings of such long-established favor-
ites of yours, as Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, Gabby Hayes and all
the rest, you can best remedy that by watching them next time they

are o0 th

A, .

BUt beﬁmJ the thunder of pounding hooves, and beneath those

hairy chests and bandanna-covered throats, there may be more than

megts the eye at first glance. The trend is unmistakable. The ten-

dency to show tendencies is clear. It’s up to you. to see through it!
Hmmm. Wonder vfrat Annie Oakley is doing’ this week?

Satire or sense, alas! can Sporus feel?
Who breaks a butterfly upon'a wheel?

Pope, Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot
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NEWSREEL

FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION SET FOR AUGUST 30

San Francisco Area Council of the Mattachine Society will
be host to the national organization’s 4th annual convention, Aug
ust 30-September 2. The main day’s events, at which it is exBecte
that seven prominent persons will appear as speakers, will be held
In the Sheraton-Palace Hotel on August 31, InTate July the conven-
tion commrttee Was Preparrng the Slate of speakers who will dis-
cuss religious, legal, E{ychratrrc social and medical aspects of
the theme, "Must the omophile Be Accepted in Out Time?” An
attorney will act as moderator.

Opening event of the .convention will be a reception at Pan-Graph-
ic Press on the evening of August 30 for members and delegates.
Registration will begin at 9 am. on Saturday, August 31. Call to
order will be at 11 "Addresses of the panel speakers will follow,
with the luncheon and an evening awards banquet worked into this
schedule. These events will be held in the hotel.

Sundag September lawill begin with a continental breakfast at
the hea %ar ers ofhce at 9 am., with recorded soundtapes from
fram TV broadcasts of "Open Mind” programs which appeared in
New York scheduled to be pIayed In"the afternoon, a 4-part pro-

ram will feature the activities of Ong, Inc., Daughters of Bilitis,

attachine Review and Pan-Graphic Press, During the evening, a
rece trgn will be staged for members and friends by the Daughters

ilitis.

Monday, September 2 (Labor Da¥) will open with the business
session of the Mattachine Society for members and delegates only.
It will conclude at noon, the official end of the convention. How-
ever the nelt officers and Board of Directors will meet immediately
following this adjournment in their first semi-annual coiference of
the new’year.

Convention events on Saturday, August 31, are open to the pub-
lic. Registration fees, including ticKets to the luncheon and the
evening banquet, are $13. Events on Sunday are restricted to mem-
bers, guests and invited friends.

Initially established at Los Angeles in 1950 as the Mattachine
Foundation, the present incorporated Society grew out of constitu-

fa



tional conventions in Los Angeles in 1953, The first organizational
convention was held in Los Angeles in Kfay of that year. The first
annual convention was held in San Francisco in 1954t the second
in Los An%eles, in May 1955, and the third in San Francisco in May
1956. At that time the group voted to move the convention date o
the Labor_Day weekend, and again San Francisco was chosen for
the site. The Mattachine Review office had been established in the
Golden Gate city, and on January 1, 1957, national headquarters
was moved theré also. However, the past two years has seen the
growth of Mattachine on the East Coast, so it was decided unoffic-
%I& I(?it%/g% that the annual meeting in 1958 would be held in New

NEW YORK OFFICE TAKES OFFICE SPACE

Space on the 4th floor of the building at 1183 Avenue of the Am-
ericas (Sixth Ave_.l), New York City, was recently taken hy the New
York Area Council of the Mattachine Society for an office to serve
East Coast areas. Telephone number is Circle 5-1868.

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION BEGUN IN DENVER

Denver chapter of the Mattachine Society issued its first monthly
newsletter in" July, in seven large-size mimeographed pages. The
secretary there has also listed a telephone number for persons in

ikt “ “SC > reaching the chapter. FLorida

CHICAGO LEGAL BOOKLET EDITING COMPLETE
. Copy for the long-planned booklet outlining legal rights of indiv-

Iduals and procedures under Ilinois state law, prepared by the leg-

al director of the Chicago Area Council, has now been completed.
It will be published within the next few weeks and available to
Review readers after August 15. Copies may be obtained from the
Chicago Area Council or from national headquarters of the Society
(see Addresses on page 35). Please enclose 10 cents in stamps
or coin for each copy to cover mailing costs.
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The tiditoriol

Prof. Paul Tillich, who teaches
theolo(?y at Harvard University, de-
livered the commencement address
this-week at the new School for So-
cial Research in iNew York. His,
theme was a complaint against “con-*
jormity” in American life. He thinks
there 1S too much of it—that we are
all cast out of the same mold and
share the same values and aspira-
tions.

It seems to us that this “con-
formity” talk is being greatly over-
done, and not just by Professor
Tillich. It is true that in large areas
of our life Americans tend to go
for the same things. We conform In
the sense that we are drawn, all of
us, to automobiles, well-equipped
kitchens with hot and cold running
water and refrigerators, tiled bath-

On Conformity _
To THE Editor of The Sun—Sir;
| was rather shocked at your super-
ficial editorial comment “this morn-
ing (“If This Be .Conformity”) .on
the talk given by Prof. Paul Tillich

rooms with chrome-plated showers
and the like. But that kind of con-
formity is certainly no worse than
the kind of conformity that our
grandparents knew, involving an
old gray mare, a pump on the back
stoop, a spring house full of water
beetles and sanitary facilities con-
sisting of a privy. On other and per-
haps more imPorta_nt matters, the
char?e of conformity simply does
not Tit the facts. Before giving his
next sermon or commencement ad-
dress on the subject of conformity
Professor Tillich ought to stop and
think about the difference between
the North and the South in their
general attitude toward race rela-
tions. If that represents conformity,
we dont know what the word
means.

In which. he ?_eglored conformi
In- American life. You obvious
confuse conformity as such, in ifS
very simple meaning with the very
specific sort of conformity that Pro-
fessor Tillich was talking”about.
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Naturally, some conformity in
|ife 15 inevitable, Some conformity
Is necessary and desirable, If the
machrnen{ of human society is to
run smoothly, as, for instance, traffic
redulatrons Vesiie conformm{ 15 2
little silly and sometimes dill, but
otherwise harmless, such as fashions
In_clothes, etc.

There Is, however, another kind
of conformity which is dangerous
because |t s Ifles mdrvrdualrty ang
spontanert% because It s |rks moral
couragg ecause it transfers re-
sponsibility from the individual to

group or society, because It
does not allow for™ independent,
critical thinking, because it repre
sent% aFn ‘escape fpm ftreedom"

Erich Fromm points out so well in
nis book of theP ]

Surely Professor Tillich was con-
cerned Wwith deeper issues than the
?eneral rush for automobr es, re-
rigerators and chrome- 9 lated_bath-
room fixtures as such! But Is it not
true that many of these are acquired
not for the sake of utrlrtr{ but for
the sake of prestige? Is it not evi-
dent that the marorrt of Americans
direct their actjons toward success,
approval, populariy, which means
that they must conform to some_gen-
erally accepted social pattern? True,
this may be said of peaple all over
the world, |but nowhere, to my
knowledge, is the ° avera%e glori-
fled t? stch an extent as here. The

q ar quy,” the “good sport,” the
"well-adjisted” . person—they are
held up as shining examples.

May |, lastly, supq(st to you that
|ndeed you do nof know what the
word * conformrty as Professor Til-
lich used it, means, or you would not
have brought uE the difference be-
tween the North and the South in
their attitude towar race reIaHons
|n or er to_prove that the ¢ arde

f conformi a/ srmpI%/ does not Tit
the facts.” Could nof the very ex-

ample you cite serve to |IIustrate
the' tragic outcome of conformity?
Due to Circumstance, this particufar
manifestation of conformity Is more
or less confined to one reﬁron hut
by what logic does It follow that
therefore. if’ is not based on the
same basic attitude that makes eo-
gle conform eIsewhere say In

ago or San Francisco?

Ortrun O'Connor.
Baltimore. June 14.
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by Philip JoKon

Barlirisni

This artlcle comes fr?m the Publications .and Wntmgi chapter of the New York Area Council of the Mattachme .
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There are sides of the Soviet reality that tourists rtever see, thot correspondents
of the outside press in Moscow can only guess at, and that would be well nigh un -
believable were it not for the trickle of humanity in peacetime and the moss exodus
of people during World War |l who escaped from the core of that awful reality to a
better life in freedom. A land in which whole ethnics minorities such os the Crimean
Tatars and the Chechens could disappear overnight without a trace isa land in which
the truth about much less (~parent minorities is difficult, if not impossible, to as-
certain. This is especially so In the case of what is often the world's most concealed
minority - the homosexual. This Is something of the story of this minority in Russia
as far os it could be traced from the beginning of this century's greatest cataclysm
to the present day.

On March 10, 1917, in the midst of World War I, the last termite-eaten pillars
supporting the shaky edifice of imperial Russia collapsed. Riots In the chief cities
of Russia were followed by desertion of whole reglirents to the forces of revolution.
On March 15, in 0 railway cor at ~kov, Nicholas Il, Tsar of all the Russios, pen-
ciled his signature on d document of abdication - a document which in foct. If rrot
in theory, brxxjght the history of Tsarist Russia to an end.

On November 7 ofthe some year, the provisional government of constitutionalists
arid liberals, a makeshift creotion that was to be a caretaker until the convocation of
democratic Ruuia's Constituent assembly, undermined b)radlcal forces it had unleashed
but was unable to control, distrusted by a tired people clamoring for peace, land,
end bread, sharing a duality of authority with the Council of Workers, Soldiers arrd
Peosonts, was toppled over. The Soviet state, to become the 20th. Century's most
terrifyirsg totalitorlan morster, was born.

Many things ended with the two Russian revolutions. The upheavals, social and
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economic aswe Ilas political, brought immense fundamental changes in legal concepts.

Among these were lows affecting the homosexual. These lows, in comparison with

those of other countries not influenced by the Code Napoleon andinview of the back-

wardness generally ascribed to Tsarism, were surprisingly lenient. Article 516 of
Chapter 27 of the criminal code provided for punishment of sodomy per se with Im -
prisonment of not less than 90 days. Sodomy with a minor between 14 and 16 years
of age, with or without consent, or with someone unable to resist owing to mental or

physical defect wos punishable by imprisonment of not less than three years. If com-

mitted with a child yourrger that 14, with a person who was a ward of the offender or

with someone forced by threats or violence, the guilty was to be punished by penal
servitude of not more than eight years.

So it was that, with the collapse of the old order and with the ensuing period of
hunger, civil war and confusion, sexual restraints Jlisoppeared. Attitudes of the old
morality were laughed at os bourgeois. In the age of social experimentation and free
love the homosexual suddenly foundhis interests no longer at variance with the estab-
lished order. An Incident that illustrates this was a homosexual marriage, the cele-
bration of which attracted the attention of the Cheka, Lenin's secret police. In the

period immediately following the revolution. Suspecting a clandestine meeting of
counterrevolutionaries, the Cheka pounced upon the wedding celebration. When the
nature of the gathering was disclosed, the puzzled Cheka authorities turned to the
fannus Russian psychiatrist Bechlserev for elucidation. Upon his explanation, every-
one was set free and there were no futher consequences.

The New Ecorromic Policy, or NEP, a period of limited capitalism that was en-
visioned asa "transition to socialism™ succeeded the harsh years of "War Communism
of the early 20s. The contrast with thoseearlyyqars of bloody civil war and privation
was Immense In the eyes of the young generation of the day. Order arxi a comparative



moferial prosperity succeeded the dork years that hod come before. The homosexual
minority, no longer shakled, had its parties, its bars and meeting places. There was
no scandal or persecution and life, within normal bounds ofdiscretion and good taste
seemed worthwhi le to the Soviet homosexual. Indeed, when a volume of Stefan
Zweig's short stories, which included one on the homosexual theme, was translated
into Russian!, Maxim Gorki undertook to write a sympathetic preface and the volume
was widely read in gay literary and artistic circles.

Dark shadows, however, began to gather os the decade neared its end. The
dictatorship which had haunted the politics of the Lenin era began to extend, imper-
ceptibly at first, into the hard core of the Communist Party itself. Stalin, creating
below himwith infinite patience his apparatus of personal despotism, was increasingly
able to dominate his old Bolshevik compeers in the center of power. By 1928 Trotsky
had been exiled, the International had been subordinated to the leadership of the
Soviet Communist Party and mutual distrust, always extant under dictatorship, began
to indicate the endemic proportions it was to achieve in a few years under the great
purges. Every gathering of more than five or six people could be suspected as counter-
revolutiorKiry. |

The homosexual, made sensitive to changes in the wind by an instinct for survival
overdeveloped by necessity, began to take precautlorts. By 1929, all large gatherings
stopped. Save for smoll groups of friends, well within the limit of danger, all social
activiti®™ came to a standstill.

In 1930 the first of the fabricated counterrevolutionary "plots" was discovered
by the GPU, as the Soviet political police was then called. It began with the arrest
of Leningrad University historian Platonov. A number of homosexuals, among the
hundreds arrested, found themselves faeedwith preposterous political chorges. Among
them were two acquaintances of on infoimant of this outhor, a former officer and a
male ballet dancer.

The terror of 1930, unlike such purges in the post, continued to mount steadily,
taking Its toll of thousands. In 1933, many homoMxuals were arrested on the unbe-
lievablo basis of gotherings mode now to appear os counterrevolutionary, Trotskyite,
or even Hitlerite meetings. When a prisoner exposed the patent falseness of the ac-
cusations, he was accused of being of bourgeois origirrs, drunkenness, ond irrespon-
sible behavior In the face of a national emergency, and was forced to sign fabricated
"confessions. ” No direct charges against him as a homosexual were made, but the
brood political articles of the Soviet Criminal Code, the Infamous paragraph 58,
served « well. It Is under this paragraph, with Its purposely vogue wording, that
almost <Yy Soviet cltiien can find himself accused of treason to the state on the mere
suspicion or flimsiest denunciation. It was also possible, by considerable stretching
of its meaning, to sentence an arrested homosexual on article 155, which referred not
to homoiexuollty but to "constraint to prostitution,procurement, keeping of dens of
vice, e|c. "™ This is punishable by confiscation of property emd imprisonment up to
five years. As It reads, its general application to homosexuals could only be by
ample interpretation of "etc. " Trial was In absentia ond the accused was sentenc”
to forced labor for anywhere from three to ten years.

The purges had two purposes, the secortd of which was only gradually realized by
the outside world. The first, of course, was to remove possible political dissidents
and to paralyze any resistance to Stalin's oscendacy. The second was the need to
exploit Siberia's immense unexplolted natural wealth in the most economic manner
pouible - and this proved to be slave labor. Free laborers and their families, even
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If induced or forced to migrate to Soviet Russia's eastern regions, needed adequote
food and shelter and hod to be paid at least subsistence wages. This problem was
eliminated by forced labor camps where the hunwn being himself was the cheapest
and most expendable material, quickly replaced by the continued influx of more ond
more purg” victims sentenced on a frame-up.

The 1926 Criminal Code contained one article of possible direct use agairet the

homosexual. This was Chapter 6, Article 151, which provided for up to eight years
of imprisonment for “gratification of the sexual passion in pervert™ forms." This,
however, was far too general and hod not hitherto been applied to the homosexual.
In 1934, therefore, undoing finally and Irrevocably the last remnant of the homo-
sexual's defense, a specific amendment to that criminal code was adopted. It was
used by the GPU - later to emerge as the NKVD and finally to become the MVD -
not only in cases arising from that time forward, but retroactively in the cose of per-
sonsalreodyarrestedorculpableby reason of previous known ordiscoverable activities.
This was Article 154a, which we quote verbatim: "Intercourse jof a man vrith a man
(sodomy) Is to be punished by deprivation of freedom for a term of from three to five
yean. The sarrw committed with violence or by using the dependant position of the
victim - deprivation of freedom for a term of from five to eight years. “ (Source;
Ugolovkhy Kodeks, RSFSR, 1953 ed,).

This was adopted on April I, 1934. On December |, 1934, probably at Stalinist
instigation, a former member of the Communist Youth assassinated Sergey M. Kirov,
chairman of the'Leningrad Soviet and a member of the Politburo. This provided the
pretext for the mammoth purges that succeeded and for the prototype of all subsequent
treason "trials" In the Soviet Lkiion and the later satellites, the Moscow Trials.
Yezhov succeeded thepurged Yagodaos NKVD chief. Yezhov in turn was eliminated
to make way for Beria, and Beria was shot after Stalin's death to be succeeded by
others. Yet terror was mounted upon terror, not to be abated by a World War. Since
Stalin's death, many chonges hove come about, and a breathing spell seemed to have
set In as the "collective leadership” of epigones juggled for supreme power. Article
154a, however, stands firm, and, siirce 1934, a veil of terrible darkness orrd untold
tragedy - the tragedy of the whole of the Soviet people - has fallen over a min-
ority so often fated to be history's scapegoat.
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THIN ICE, by Compton Mackenzie, Putnam, New York, 1957, i3.50. Reviewed
by Richard Meyer,

Tha noma Compton Mockanzie parhops maant more a genaration ago than today.
Sinca 1911 this distinguishad British author ho baan turning out a book a yaar in
almost avaty form end fiald of writing (the film "Tight Little Islond” w o based on
ona of his novels). Now in his seventies. Sir Compton, inspired perhaps by certain
calabrotad coses of homosexuality in high places, ho written a novel abouto
-homosexual politician.

From the time Henry Fortescue went up to Oxford in 1897, ho wo a young man of
promise who grew Into o man of whom much wo expected. His goal, and it wo not
uniecBonable, wo to be Prime Minister. The only hurdle, so it seemed, wo his
homosexuality. After a risky escapade with on Arab porter in Morocco, he deter-
mines on a course of complete self-denial, for he could not be "walking forever on
thin ice.” His rrxxiumental restraint, loting more than twenty years, suggests that
in soma people, ambition is more potent than sex - or perheps more properly,
proves the perverse power of the humcm animal to sexualize non-sexual ocitlvities
and gools to his ultimate harm.

The time comes when Henry is passed over for o cabinet post, when ha realizes that
his sacrifice to ambition hce been in vain. And then the walls of restraint come
tumbling down - and he resumes where he had left off, that is, with boys of twenty
or so. Perhaps his long abstinence explains both tha particular form and the crushing
force of his now unleashed desires. In his nocturnal "wanderings™ as he colls them,
he meats decent fellows like Guy Liscombe aid Arthur Weeks, but he also comes
to know blackmailers and prostitutes. For, as he says sadly of men like himself,
"We always have to buy love when we ore over forty."” Those ate tha years of dan-
ger, “when life seams to be slipping away so fast.”

Henry Fortascue's story is told to us in the form of a memoir by his life-lot”™ friend,
Geoge Gaymer, whose nickname "Geegee" it precisely right for him. He is not

only straight but stralght-loced (there's a delightful scene when one of Henry's boys
tries to pick him up). But George is never enable of understanding the compulsive
power of Henry's homosexuality, or indeed, of ony strong sox drive, whether homo-
sexual or heterosexual. ™ he eon go to Henry time after time to remonstrate with

him to give up his "eccentricity.” Or devise stratagems which sometimes boomerang.
On one occasion, to prevent Henry from going to a gay party, George packs him
off to Kenya; another time, to avoid some trouble, to the even more distant Sey-

chelles (where unfortunately there was a houseboy).

One wonders sometimes why Henry put up with George through so many years, but
even as one asks the question, one knows the answer. Henry, brilliant, mercurial,
unstable, needed sormone solid and sure to hang onto. But If we con accept Hen-
ry's choice of George as a friend, we can never quite understand Sir Compton's

choice of George as the narrator. In telling Henry's story through to unimaginative
and uncomprehending a spokesman, the author raises a hurdle he can never com-

pletely overcome. George Is trying to give us the story behind Henry's failure to
attain the heights, but I'm afraid George does not know why and, as o result,
tMIther do we. George may believe that homosexuality was to blame; if so, his
facts belie his theory, for the years of homosexual octivity come after the political
failure and were more likely its consequence than its cause. In tha end George's
limltotioru seriously flaw the book, because We learn less than we should about
Henry and his homosexuality less, | am sure, than Sir Compton Is capable i

tailing us.

But we should be grateful for what we are given; o novel written ivith grace aid
distinction, with a sense of humor aid o sense of proportion. It is English in its
attitudes and manners, perhaps too much so for some tastes, and indeed, it is at its
best whan it Is most English; when Sir Compton, through his characters, is gently
recalling the days of his own youth before World War |, the exotic lands he visited,

the ways of life long gone.

If THIN ICE does not measurably enhaice our understanding of homosexuality, it
eminently enriches o«r homosexual literature.

TORME N T,by Richord Meeker. Universal Publishing and Distributing Corp.,
New York and Toronto (paper), 159 pages. Originally published as THE BETTER
ANGEL, Greetiberg, New York, 1933. Reviewed by Richard Meyer.

At one point in TORMENT, Kurt, the hero, tells Tony the story of his life, the rood
that hos led from his small town baginnings,by way of the state university (Michigan)
aid musical studies in New York and Europe, to o hill town just back of the Riviera,
probably Hout-Cagnes. And Tony's response may serve to summaize Richad
Meeker's homosexual novel:

"I've heard | don't know how many stories from | don't know how

many different fellows about this sort of thing, and how it came with

them - they're oil alike In 0 way and all different too. There's

something in your story, though, that's stronger than most becouse

there's something in you that's stronger. You were lucky, you and

Derry, to drift into the thing a you did. We're not all so fortunate.

Your story Is different there. It's different too in having a girl in it
at all (but not very much in it) and it's different most of all because
it's cleaner that most - and awfully much less promiscuous. *

This lat deficiency of Kurt's life, Tony immediately sets out to remedy. But thrilr
relationship soon moves from the bed to the piano, where they collaborféte in

writing a musical show.

The lock of promiscuity decidedly limits the cat of chaocters. In addition to Derry
and Tony (and the girl), there's only David. Tony and David each ha hod a "post"
(David can tell of parties with "heaps of bodies™ on the floor) aid Derry, though he
start» quietly, it unquestionably going to have quite a future. These secondary char-
oeter* would be at home In almat any of the shelf of homosexual novels that fol-
lowed TOR MEN T, which was one of the first of this genre to be published in the

United Stata.

Orily Kurt ha a different quality, and unfortunately, we never learn vrhy. H™ is



perhof» the healthiest homotexual hero in print. He hat moments of questioning
and doubt - The Riviera scene, for exonple - but In spite of the hyperbolic title
of TORAAENT, Kurt is a notably untormented homosexual. Not only is he less pro-
miscuous than the stondord honwsexual hero; he is also decidedly less neurotic in
the non-sexuol cspects of his life. He doesn't just talk about music; he works at It
steadily and effectively, and by the end of the novel he is clearly headed for a
successful career. And when we leave him, he still believes in love. He settles
down with - | hod better not soy which one - aid we have what may be a happy
qnding. But | wouldn't bet that they lived happily ever after. Perhaps Richard
Meeker, who wrote this pioneer and still highly readable novel 24 years ago could
tell us whot became of Kurt - and of himself. For the promise of this obviously
youthful work ought to be fulfilled in o sequel.

PRESENTING PART ONE OF A FEATURE WHICH MANY READERS
HAVE REQUESTED MANY TIMES....

B Ib Ito siK *ap liy

OF BOOKS ON THE HOMOSEXUAL (AND RELATED) SUBIJECTS

T~ compilation of a complete bibliography on any subject Is an arckjous task that
~monds inhuman perseverance, and If the subject be homosexuality, additional

King difficulties hove to be overcome, such os the “curtain of silence” that affects
I many book reviewers.

Clory and others have published lists of titles, but these have been admittedly incom-
plete. The bibliography we row publish is, to the best of our knowledge, the first
serious attempt to Include all titles which hove appeared in English, and represents
many months of research on the port of three Individuals. It Is estimated that one year
or longer will be required to publish in consecutive monthly installments the entire
lijst., Readers are urged to study it carefully and to submit additions and corrections.

The order of publication will be os follows; (1) general, sogree, and reference, and
(2) all others, includitig fiction, drama, and biography. In both cases, listingswlll
be inchronological order of publication In English, and within a year, alphabetically
by author. No attempt at completeness has been made In the first category since
hundreds upon hundreds of psychological, medical, anthropological, etc. works de-
vote at least a paragraph or two to the subject of homosexuality. Accordingly, this
fijst group includes only reference works which deal extensively with the subject or
pilesent unusual or Interesting points of view. The second group, however, cins aim
at completeness, save in the field of biography, a gap that may be filled at some
future date.

Tl)e MATTACHINE SOCIETY wishes to express Its gratitude to P. McK., N. I. G .,
and E. H. L., to whose scholarly zeal and persaveranee we owe this significant con-
tribution to knowledge.
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The Causes of

HOMOSEXUALITY

Harry Benjamin, M.D.

-|-ne wofrdst hotmttrsexualn and * homosexualts

arc unfortunae terms. They apply an upjusti-

fie stamri of frna? and e%cIrP Pv ness T ey also

seem to Imply a common cause which does rot

exist, It we w uld srncalc of homosexyal hehavior

anri nomose ua Incli | dprE nd peaple with stich

Inclinations), we wou airer n on_more

scientfic ground. The Individual causes, of homo- sovcialM M

sexual conduct are as varied as Ithose of a mental

depression or a headache. Therefore homosexual conduct is a symptom.
It is a variation from the so-called “normal.” Most certainly it is
neither a disease nor a crime.

Every case of homosgxual hehavior has an element ?f cons tr.itrona
{oenetic-endocrine) predisposition as well as of early psycl oogrca
condrtronrn% Sincé no man (the ParaIIeI applies to women] is 100%
male, but has a greater or smaller female component in ‘him, theo-
retically most anyone may he conditioned "o feel or act homosexuca
under Certain circumstances, In practrc?] the m (aorr men (accordin
to Dr. Kinsey, 63%) say they hever have had”homosexual experience.s.

If the constitutional factor is weak, a Strong provocation is neces-
sary to Induce homosexual behayior. Lack of women in army camps or
on long voyages, are examPIes of su?h provocatron The chuych-inspired
copdentnation” of pon-marital sex relatjons ana the mare or Iess? LICCESS-
ful sup ressron of prostrtutron IS another It our puritanical re ormers
knew_tor how many homosexual re aé ns they are responsible ny
blockrnﬂ]a het erosexu IoutIet they would be shocked rnto co sternatr

Mrurona factor Ts more, RroHounce osexua g-
havior may fedlow as a matter of course' in the growth o teﬂerson
ality. Psyc oogrca cndrrtronrng toward* h omosexualrty would then be
easy. Provocation In the form of seduction, etc., may “not be requrred

In_the Rre adoIesrients 8e the Mjdo (sex ur e) IS ung {terent\a%
andt* floatrg It 15 likely t0 attach |tself t readily. availa
subject. If homosexual confacts have tak en pace urrng IS period,
puberty may or may not dissipate and obliterate the homosexual fe-
ﬂ cg/ Hh acorrefpondrngc nstitution, Pe boy m ay “get stuck” in

s garly honK»exual phase ‘and never develop o0t of”it;” another boy

30 muttaedfeu

with no or Iesser predisposition would emerge "as a strictly hetero-

sexual individu
Ulanus homosexual behavior ha t]wo rt)rrncr al fundamental Cayses|
one is constr utrona inborn an sychologrca ly acqurred
Its nartrcu ar arms f expression, that is to ?ay Its excu |ve tendenc
or rsocr:ﬁsrona h l% ence, are the result of 3 rec roca e atros

between the depth of 3 constitutional (organic) pre sposrtron an the

intensity of psychological conditioning.

The preceding article is reproduced here with the permission of
the author. DF. Benjamin is a prominent American endocrinolo-

?rst and sexologist and a specialist in Gerontology lie is a con-
ributor to numerous scientific and medical journals, and was
formerly a consulting endocrinologist for the College of the City

of fiew York. Dr. Benjamin serves on the medical board of Sex-
ology Ma?azrne Sew"York, from which this article is. reprinted.
The article originally appeared as a part of a symposium published

in Sexology in May 1955,
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The Causesof

HOMOSEXUALITY

Harry Benjamin, M.D.

e words * homosexualrt?q and homosexuals
fa unfortunage terms. T e))(/aP an upjusti-

Seemsta(rnlmo |na rt andneccaluse 3 rh hegysaso
exist, 1T we w uttt Speak o? nomosexual Qehavior
and homosexual mclrnairons (and people with such
Inclinations), we would be fairer and on more
scientyfic gr und. The rndrvrdual Causes, of homo-  Hexy[opeseeigerpese
sexual cofiduct are as varied as Ithose of a mental
depression or a headache. Therefore homosexual conduct is a symptom.
It.is a varjation from the so-called “"normal.” Most certainly it is
neither a disease nor a crime.

Every cgse of homosgxual hehavior has an element ?f consti Litrona
{geneticendocrine) predisposition as well as of early psyct oogrca
conditioning. Sincé no man (the Parallel applies to Women Is 1000
maIe but has a greater or smal gr femfale c m ponent in ‘him, t hef
retiailly most anyone may be conditioned fo feel or act homosexual
undercertarn circumstances, In practicg, the majority of men (accord /g

0 Dr. Kinsey, 63%) say they never have had”homosexual experience.”

If the constitutional factor is weak, a strong provocation is neces-
sary to induce homosexual behavior. Lack of women in army camps or
on long voyages are examples of such provocation. The church-inspired
% Itde nation” of Pon -marital sex relat| hons and the more or Jess ?uccess

ressrono prostjtution 1s another, | our puritanic® re ormers
knew" or how many homosexual relatrons hey are responsible. by
blocking a hetert"xudl outlet, they would be shocked nto ctmsternatior.
e constrtutronal factor r more, Rronounced homosexual be-
iarvror ma tJ oW asamat er of courer the >gzrow Rerson

Ity Ps oogrca c%ndrItronrn towar homosexuality woud then be
easy ocation In the form Of seduction, efc., may "not be required.
N h ﬁre -adolescent stag the lihido (sex urge) ‘s undifferentiated
and" roatrg It 15 Iikely t0 attach itself'to the ‘most readily. availanle
supject. It homosexual contacts have taken place during this period,
puderty may or may not dissipate and obliterate the homoseXual ten
dency." With a corrégqxMiding constitution, one boy may “get stuck” i
his ¢arly homosexual phase ‘and never develop odt of it;” another boy

30 ssssureietiaee R B V I |W

with no or Iesser predisposition would emerge as a strictly hetero-

sexuya]l1 individu
us, hmnosex al hehavior ha WO Prrncr al Lundameptal causea
one is conftrtugrona Inborn an N syr: olo \ca y acqgrre
Its Partrcu ar ?rms f expression that IS to? ItS ex Trve tenaenc
or its occasional Indulgence, are the result of @ reciprocal relationshi
between the depth of a constifutional (organic) predispositiov'aad the
Intensity of psychological conditioning.

The preceding article is reproduced here with the permission of
the author. Dr. Benjamin is a prominent American endocrinolo-

?rst and secologist'and.a specialist in Gerontolog?/ He is a con-
ributor to numerous scienti“c and medrcal journals, and was
formerly a consulting endocrinologist for the College of the City
of New York. Dr, Benjamin serves on the medical board of Sex-
ology Ma?azrne ‘New York, from which this article is. reprinted.

The article originally appeared as a part of a symposium published
in Sexology m%/l ¥955pp : e :
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