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By LUTHER ALLEN

PART 11

For the benefit of new readers
and to refhesh the memories of reg-
ular ones perhaps jt had better re-
capitulate. The spring-board for this
article is a little bbob called Mar-
page and Morals by T. G. Wayne
which sets forth the Catholic view
of sexual love. It is of special value
to me because it clearly asserts that
sexual love, in its nature, is benefi-
ciol and good, and then goes on to
explain just why onld how it is of
value for mankind. Now, the best
homosexual relationship, viewed ob-
jectively. has less to offer than the
best heterosexual relationship. I con-
cede; nevertheless it is the purpose
of this article to show that some of
the good things provided mankind
in heterosexual love may also be at-
tained in homosexual friendship. |
stated the opinion that Dr. Wayne's
little book while starting out with
o0 sane and healthy view of sexual
love in the end so hemmed it in with
restriction that he seemed almost to
contradict himself. | pointed out that
many of Christianity's sexual taboos
-had their origin in Biblical misinter-
pretations of God's purposes and
man's nature. We cannot believe
that earthquakes, plagues and fam-
ines ore caused by God's displea-
sure, for instance. Divine purpose
behind such disasters cannot be
proven. On the other hand, their
natural causes con now be shown.

Furthermaird, such punitive measures
ore inconsistent with our belief in a
loving God. Since God is spirit, the
relationship between God and man
is a spiritual one. Man does not
stand before a legalistic God like a
prisoner in the dock. God's law for
man concerns the spirit in which we
act. It is our duty to God to live in
a spirit of love. The difference be-
tween the good wife and the whore
is not essentially one of lego! status;
both may perform the selfsame sex-
ual acts, but what distinguishes them
is the spiri motivating their acts. It
is not proper for the churches to at-
tempt to dictate and regulate man’s
every thought and act. It is'the func-
tion of the churches to educate
man's heart.

On the human-to-human plane,
before we can discuss specific moral
values it is necessary to reach some
understanding of what we mean by
responsibility and freedom. Respon-
sibility may be defined os care for
the effects of our actions upon our
lives and upon the lives of others,
as foresight—the ability to forsee the
probable consequences of our acts
—and os initiative.

Now, the child, the mental defec-
tive and the psychotic cannot be
counted on to act with foresight. For
this reason Uis not possible to grant
them the same degree of freedom
which we consider to be the right
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ol mature adults. In the first place
individuals in those categories must
be protected from themselves. Sec-
ondly, those with whom they live
must protect themselves froin the con-
sequences of their impulsive—or
—compulsive behavior. But let us re-
member that there is no clear divid-
ing line between the responsible peo-
ple and the irresponsibles. Most peo-
ple ore responsible in some areas of
life but irresporisible in others.
Through Aristotle and theichurch
fathers a belief in free will has be-
come a fixed feature of Western
civilization. It is assumed that, if
a man krwws the difference between
right and wrong, he is free to choose
the right and reject the wrong. (It
should be noted that the difference
between right and wrong is not al-
ways dear and obvious and that
men have often acted cruelly and
unjustly because their very con-
sciences were diseased.) But in the
post century or two the doctrine of
free will has hod to give up much
ground to scientific determiidsm. As
the twig is bent so grows the tree,
inexorably. Each of us is the pro-
duct of a lifelong conditioning pro-
cess—much of it accidental—and
each adult will act os his lifelong
experience has conditioned him to
act rather than on the basis of free
*and rational choice. Not only that,
but we know that the most crucial
and influential factors in the forma-
tion of the adult character occur in
infancy and early childhotjd. A man
may know abstractly, intellectually
what he ought objectively to do and
yet be quite unable to want to do it
As Schopenhauer put it, "I can do
as 1will but I cannot will as I will."
A homosexual may intellectually
want to want to marry and hove
children..it is not oiily the normal,
proper course to take, he can also
recognize the emotional advantages

possessed by the happy heterosex-
ual, but deeper and stronger than
the abstract wanting to wont is his
actual longing for the sexual-emo-
tional relationship with men. Many
a homosexual spends years trying
to want something that in fact he
does not want and trying not to
want what in fact he does want. It
is true that such an individual is
not able to exercise freewill in this
matter; he is the creature of his con-
ditioning But perhaps it is better for
a man to live responsibly and cre-
atively within the framework of his
own particular temperament and'
condition than to become self-alien-
ated and uprooted from his entire
emotional life history. It is a moot
question.

Some psychoanalysts claim that it
is possible to transform the exclu-
sive-*homosexual into a morriag-
able bisexual, and we must admit
that if the homosexual were to
achieve free will in the realm of sex
he would be able to choose objec-
tively between the love of man and
the love of woman, or to elect for a
blend of both. Yet his very ability to
choose objectively would suggest
that he had lost the capacity for the.
passionate love of either. Every life,
I think, needs an element of roman-
ticism, the mixed joy and pain of in-
tensely passionate loving. And even
if a man were to choose between he-
terosexual and homosexual love he
still would not be free ol the. domina-
tion of the sexual need itself—his
exercise of free will would still be
only relative. In the lost analysis
man must to a large extent accept
his condition. Back in the 1930s q
Protestant clergyman. Bishop Noe,
undertook a long, long fast to aUwniil
to prove that if only a man had faithi
enough he could live without food
and drink. This prideiul expeciment.
almost killed him. Through the years



r have met a number of young homo-
sexuals who had been brought up
to believe in the miracles which can
be wrought by "will power". How
they despised themselves for the lack
of it when they found themselves
unable to crush their hearts' desires!
But then | think of Martin Luther who
faced his ecclesiastical judges scry-
ing, "Here 1stand, I con do no other!"
Whatever may be said of him by
religious partisans, pro and con, he
was no weakling. There is strength
in self-acceptance. Then what one
is becomes the premise of all one's
acts. And that, in a nut-shell, is in-
tegrity.

It seems to me that one effect of
man's new knowledge df causality
for everyday morality is to make us
more compassionate, or at least disr
passionate, towards the short-com-
ings and even the wrong-doings of
mankind. But we must also recog-
nize that although it is for more dif-
ficult for mankind to achieve re-
sponsibility than the fres|-willers as-
sumed it is nonetheless quite as de-
sirable os ever that he should.. 1
realize that that statement contradicts
the tenor of the paragraph above.
All the same it seems to me possible
to achieve a brand of relative free
will which operates within the
boundaries set by the indivdual's
constitution and conditioning. Every
artist tries to understand the special
qualities and limitations .of his own
talent. The lyric poet does not insist
on writing epics. Better a few slim
volumes or first rate lyrics than a
five foot shelf of lousy epics. It would
be profitless and absurd for a good
lyricist to eat his heart out because
he was unable to write epics. Dos-
toevsky could never have written a
satire, undoubtedly knew it, and
never attempted to. And Shaw had
better sense than to try to write
tragedies like Ibsen's even though he

admired Ibsen greatly. And- yet, a
world of freedom is possible within
one's limitations. Let us then face life
with an attitude like Martin Luther's;
"Here | stand, | con do no other", and
yet live freely and responsibly with-
in the frame of temperament and
condition.

My father once said to me, "l was
bom into a Christian family and
therefore, | am a Christian. If | had
been bom into a Jewish family I
would have been a Jew. If that hod
happened | would be just as cer-
tain that the Jewish faith is the best
land tmest one as 1am now that the
Christian fcdth is the best and truest.”
This amounts to a recognition that
more often than not a man's religious
faith is the result of the conditioning

. process rather than a matter of free-

will choice, that a lew men can view
the religious question with detach-
ment and without bias in favor of the
faith in which they were reared or
without some degree of prejudice
against other religions. Determinism
has aided us in realizing that objec-
tivity is next to impossible where
ones religion is concerned and that
tolerance Is in order. Today we do
not condemn a man for being one
particular brand of Christian and
not another; we do not condemn a
man according to how conscien-
tiously he practices whatever reli-
gion he adheres to. And in the lost
analysis religion itself is judged and
regulated in terms of a secular, hu-
manitarian morality. We would not
feel obliged to tolerate a religion
which included human sacrifice
among its rituals or which advocated
extermination of its rivals. There
are some things which even the
most humane cannot be expected to
tolerate—because they ore humane.

No, toleration is not always mor-
ally justified. It is true that the homi-
cidal maniac isn't responsible for

being a 'homicidal maniac. He did
not choose to be what he is and
cannot choose to be otherwise. He
is not to blame for his condition.
But it doesn't follow that we are
obliged to tolerate homaocide. In ex-
actly the some sense society is not
obliged to tolerate homosexuality—
or anything else—Just because the
homosexual did not choose to be and
cannot help being what he is. The
fact that a mem is not responsible
for his condition absolves him from
blame but does not constitute moral
justification. And yet it must be
proven thot he is a menace before
tolerance is denied him, for freedom
is each mans right.

Now, neither does the normal man
choose to be heterosexual, he just
turns out that way. No one condemns
a man for wanting women. But, in
spite of the fact that Chirst said,
"Judge not that ye be not judged",
we do hold men accountable for the
way they express their heterosexual
desires in action. We md” hope
some day to become so eihtened
that society will blame the homo-
sexual for his desires no more than
it blames the heterosexual male for
wanting women. But the world will
always judge the homosexual ac-
cording to what he does with his
desires, just as it judges the hetero-
sexual.

The individual who feels that be-
cause he is not responsible for be-
ing homosexual neither is he re-
sponsible for his homosexual acti-
vities places himself in the category
of children, mental defectives and
phychotics. He may not be con-
demned, he moy be pitied, but he
will not be respected. Furthermore,
if he is unwilling or incapable of
acting responsibly in 'his sexual life
it MOy be necessary sometimes to
restrain him.

Many homosexuols, probobly be-
cause tlmir outlow status has bred

sk
in them a lawless outlook, seem un-
gble to tell the difference between
liberty*nd license and when they
speak of freedom they seem to
hope for a world like Suetonius' or
Petronius' Rome. Let them be well
advised that no healthy society can
afford to tolerate conditflK such as
those. "

On the other hand there are many
people who believe that the only
truly responsible, virtuous course for
the homosexual is total sexual absti-
nence. Such people would soy, “The
homosexual is not to blame for his
condition, he gonnot hglp having
such desires, but all the same, if
he expresses those desires in sex-
ual action he is immoral." And here
we approach the central point of
this long article. Must we regara
homosexuality as on ever-reccurrent
ineradicable evil inherent in hum<in
nature (like the Kkiller instinct) O
does it possess certain intrinsic pp-
tentialities for good? Is it valueless,
or worse, destructive, or does it po-
ssess value for mankind?

Of course there is the view im-
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mortalized by the good St. Paul (who
elsewhere wrote so movingly of char-
ity) that the homosexual is uimotural
and perverted, in effect a sort of
monster . . . one cannot have mon-
sters running about on the loose,
oiter cdl. Especially when their pres-
ence in the community is likely to
bring on a plague or an earthquake.
Science refutes such views. Then
there is the opinion that the presence
of Widespread homosexuality in so-
ciety is a symptom of decadence. If
Col. Blimp hears that there is a ho-
mosexual in Porliaihent he jumps to
the conclusion that Ej;igland is going
to hell. It never seems to occur .to him
that if there is a homosexual in the
government perhaps it is because be
is a talented and valuable man. We
must at least consider that possi-
bility. We also hear that "one bad
apple can spoil the whdie barrel:"
a homosexual in the neighborhood or
in the school can corrupt all the
wholesome, heterosexual young men.
In the first place, among those Amer-
ican Indian tribes where homosex-
uality is institutionalized the young
men frequently avail themselves of
homosexual outlets without becom-
ing therefore homosexual: it is well
known that men who eiigage in ho-
mosexual activities in prison aban-
don them when women are once-
again available. And then the ques-
tion arises, just'how do we define
corruption? On one bond nobody can
deny that certciin kinds of sex m*
lotions do have a corrupting influ-
ence on certain kinds of people, on
the other hand Socrates wos coi™
demned to death for corrupting the
youth of Athens. And there hove
probably been more heterosexual
corrupters of youth, both mole and
femcde, than the hoigosezual kind.
Looking at it from the legislative,
ot the moral, point of view Bloberi

indnerhas written—Se-leng ols Sd-
8

nors are not involved, so long Qs
force is not employed, so long as
harm is not done to the parties in-
volved, where is the crime? The
confusion,!naturally, lies in the word
harm, which finally has to be in-
terpreted in a physical setrse." Dr.
Lindner is right to insist that before a
man is sent to jail it must be proven
beyond doubt that he has done some
specific, demonstrable harm to some-
one else. But all the some, to return
to the moral sphere, if homosexuality
leads to disintegration of character,
to forsaking a higher level of ethical
development for life on a lower one,
to enslavement to the pursuit of
"Iqveless love", then it can truly be
said that homosexuality corrupts,
And os we all know it often does.
But so does heterosexuality. For
this reason Puritans conclude that
all sex is evil. Yet it can also happen
that heterosexual love strengthens
character, raises the ethical level
on which men and women live, in-
spires them, sustains them in the
effort to live according to God's law
of love, brings them a sense of free-
dom in their very dependency upon
each other and teaches them the
meaning of responsibility. Can it be
proven that there is something in
the very nature of homosexual relo-
tions which prevents such’ virtues
from developing from the intercourse
of friends? May it not .be possible
that although homosexuality—like
heterosexuality—may in many in-
stances be an evil it is not intrinsi-
cally and necessarily an evil? May
it not even contain potentialities for
good? If so then it may be either a
virtue or a vice—like heterosexuolity
—depending an what one makes of
it.

Fsias Winr np-~ffeetive Ap-
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By
PETER
JACKSON

PART 11

the tender trap

IN LOOnNNG at the problems of

entrapment of homosexuals it might
be well to attempt to explode some
of the myths concerning deviation
as to the aspects of its criminality
against nature, its violation of mdroi-
ity and its actual criminality. |

To speak of nature punishing
anyone for bad actions and reword-
ing anyone for good actions is ab-
surd. Nature neither punishe's nor
rewards. She meets actions with
consequences and is quite indifferent
to any moral consideration. It is not
the moral value of an action with
which natural forces are concerned
but merely with the action, and in
that respect nature newr discrimi-
nates between a gooc® mdn and a
bad one.

There is another sense in which
morcd laws differ from natural lows.
We can break the former but not the
latter. Thsay that one "breaks a law

of nature™ is merely to pay that such
a low is inoperotl've, and a low of
nature that is inojjerative does not
exist. The mere fact that a homosex-
ual act may be accomplished is
proof that it is breaking no law of
nature.

As the mediocrity of society
phrases it "crime against nature"
is os patently absurd os the intellect
which devises such a concept.

In the moral sphere we ore in a
different world. We not only can
break moral laws, we do break them.
Moral lows and rules are all state-
ments of relation. The question then
becomes one of determining the con-
ditions which give to morality its
meaning and validity.

A second feature of morality is
that moral conduct represents a
form of efficiency. That is, in order
to live, the individual must ovoid
certain actions and perform others.

9



This is evident in that one does not
develop a liking for life-destroying
foods. Further, os all conscious ac-
tion is prompted by the impulse to
do what is pleasant and to avoid
what is unpleasant, it follows that
there is a close relation between ac-
tions that ore pleasurable and ac-
tions'that are life preserving. The
pleasurable and the beneficial shall
in the long nin coincide. A

1 Admittedly, much in the field of
homosexual relations apparently vi-
olates thejundomental tenets of mor-
ality. Yel, recogniang that homo-
sexuality has been o factor in tociety
throughout history, it is diffibult to
see ivhere a decently lived homo-
sexual relation of a permanent na-
ture would violate the fundajnentol
tendts of morality. Where mutual con-
sent initiates such a relotio® and
high principles mointaiiv it tI*re is
much reason to believe that 4he in-
dividuals involved would benefit
and that in a different social cli-
mate than that of America today
socie.ty would benefit as well.

It is alfnost certain that a sensible
relaxation of repression of homo-
sexual minority would do much to
eliminate the neuroses of that group
and as a result would make them
much more valuable to society as
a whole. Any individual, however,
who attempts to satisfy all the rules
of society on a nationwide scale
soon finds himself confronted by
ethical conflicts. There is no con-
sistent moral system anywhere. The
moral system of the so-called Christ-
ian civilization is probably the least
consistent in all the wodd.

Should one support the needy or
take their pennies by the methods of
good business? Should one honor
teachings of the Bible or forever be
on guard against others who would
secure their own efficiency at his
expense?

It is not easy to work one's way

10

through the muddle of moral rules
of present day society in the United
States. It is possible to see that hO’
mosexuol individuals os well as he-
terosexual individuals do break
moral laws. There is no reason to
soy that the homosexual is necessar-
ily immoral either because of his
compulsions or sexual acts. It de-
pends entirely on the circumstances,
A homosexual relation may be very
moral in itself and in its relation to
society in general.

There is no true standard of nor-
mality by whicli every individual
may be measured, Whether one
takes t"e Freudian view that homo-
sexuality is an immature sexuality,
an arrested development, or assumes
that it is on end resultant of certain
biological and psychological con-
ditions, he is hardly justified in say-
ing that such activity is "abnormal”
for the individual who desires a ho-
mosexual relationship.

As to actual “Yriminality", the ho-
mosexual is a ciWinal only in that
he is violating m”re social conven-
tion. That is when the homosexual
act takes place between consent-
ing adults. This convention is so ob-
viously unfair that its absurdity may
be seen by any thinking individual.

About 95 per cent of the crimes
committed in America, according to
official estimates, are concerned with
money or property which can be ex-
changed for money. This is probably
natural in a society so fiercely and
often unethically acquisitive as that
of the United States. There is a small
percentage, however, of total crime
which might be classified as neurotic
or psychotic. Neurosis is a notional
disorder because repression is na-
tionwide. It is not surprising that the
homosexual is often neurotic. The
struggle of the individual for s6If
expression is a fight against conven-
tion in which few succeed.

There is no doubt a lack of un-

derstanding of the dynamics of cri-
minal behavior because there is a
failure to distinguish between iso-
lated anti-social acts and consis-
tently criminal behavior. The first
may be committed by neurotics when
symptomatic defenses sometime foil
them.The latter ore usually motivated
by armor-plated defenses which work
overtime. One thing which is appar-
ent, however, is that neurosis, devi-
ation, and criminality are definitely
discrete phenomena.

Regardless of such considerations,
the homosexual os well as the heter-
osexual must recognize that criminal-
ity as well as neurotic and psycho-
tic crime require strong meausres in
prevention ond punishment where
the actual safety of society so re-
quires. The punishment of mere de-
viation is another matter. The latter
should probably not be treated os
a mere generality. This fact wets
pointed out by psychiatrist Arthur N
Fox in an article in the American
Journal of Orthopsychiatry reviewing
the psychoanlysis of an imprisoned
homosexual.

"Of the future there is little that
can be sodd. Certainly our govern-
ment set-up could provide better in-
struments of procedure to help such
individuals in their further adjust-
ment. Such changes ore, however,
too distant in the future even to war-
rant discussion at this time.

"Certainly the society which
sends' a man to prison by rule of
thumb takes upon itself, a terrific
responsibility, if not on actual crimi-
nal responsibility. Our prisons ore
filled not only because criminals are
In a way fearful, but just as much
because people jear. Both sides
carry a hpovy burden of the fantas-
tic rather than the reed.”

No doubt Dr. Fox is right. Cer-
tainly it seems logical that society
should approach the problem of ho-

mosexual relations between consent-
ing adults in the light of reality ra-
ther than in the light of fantastic
prejudice. Were this done there might
be a good chance that the sex lows
of this country would be changed to
recognize and conform to reasoned
reality.

The cose ol Dr. Fox's patient is
a serious one. There are many pro-
blems of like nature which ore less
serious, but they are serious enough.
Primarily they involve the homosex-
ual who lives his daily life without
reaching the degree of neurosis or
psychosis exhibited in that case.

Since any homosexual act is i
essentially and actually illegal in all
48 states, to say nothing of being
against the social conventions of the
masses, the homosexual is obviously
subject to blackmail. This is, ol
course, the basis for his automati-
cally being declared a "security
risk”. If he is working in a fedWed
position or in a position in private
industry which may involve matters
of national defense he is subject to
security checks by the highly effi-
cient F. B I. The writer was told by
an attorney, formerly a state su-
preme court judge, that any record
of conviction on a "morals" offense
is turned over to the FB.I. Naturally,
the individual is a "security risk"
from then on. ,

The federal government is not
alone in making such checks. They
may also be made by state, county
and municipal agencies employing
public or private investigators. This
type of operation may be undertaken
against any public employee for suf-
ficient reasons.

The senne practice prevails in
private industry to a greater degree
than is realized by the average indi-
vidual. This is parti<nilarly true in
large industries and in the case of

(Continued on page 37)



By P«f»r WIkMOobd

Many Mansions

The folltmini article ia an excerpt from the final chapter
of the author’a new book. A WAT OF LIfS, publiehed in Lon-
don, but aa yet unavailable generally to Aamrican readers.
The reprint ia by apeeial permiaaion of Mr. Wildeblood.

A WAT at LIFE ia one of “hoae rare booka in which the
realiam of a documentary Report ia ccagtined with the iamg-
inative intensity usually found only in the novel. |In this,
hia second book, the author has taken aa hia theme the ’'no
amn'a land’‘which exiata between crime and reapectability.
It ia a territory which has been explored by no other write
writer, and the characters wfto inhabit it are instantly
recognisable aa real people, alihough their counterparts
are not to be found anywhere else in contemporary litera-

e mure. Urace had gone to work in a factorjfj in
Binningbaxn, and the Vicar had no idea where Jack was
stationed. ‘But even if | knew,” he said, ‘what good would it
ite? All I can do is to pray that he will find happiness in some
wa>»..and that someone will be able to give him the counsel
that I sheo™d have given, if only | had had the cotirage,’

His failurMo help Jack had evidently weighed heavily
upon him, and hdi”d resolved in future to act upon his own
conscience without about the consequences if his
activities became knowylhe oppmtunity arose when a
young man called Ted came to see him, in an evident state of
distress. Ted was twenty-one, and lived with his mother and
father in an imposing red-brick house with a crenellated
turretin the more expensive partof the town. His father was a
speculative builder, who had done his best to adorn the neigh-
bouring countryside with strings of modr-Tudor bungalows,
each complete with fishpond and concrete gnomes, and had

« mutiactine REVIEW

retired on the very considerable profits. Ted had always been
a disappointment to him. At the age of twelve he contracted
rheumatic fever and spent several months in hospital; as a
result, although he was now quite recovered, he was imable

to display the robust good health which his father regarded as

an essential sign of a healthy mind. His father wished him to

enter the building trade, but Ted, with the support of his

mother, had succeeded in being allowed to work in a book-
shop instead. His two brothers made no secret of their con-

tempt for him; they were red-faced, extroverted young men
who liked to run around in sports-cars with acquiescent

blondes, and they did not understand young Ted at all. His
sister, Lily, was for years his only real friend; she was a quiet,
ugly girl with a great talent for listening, but when Ted was
nineteen she married a schoolmaster and went to live in South
Africa. , N

Ted was working in the bookshop one day when a young,
man named Rodney Bishop came in and asked for a book on
ecclesiastical architecture. “‘What made me notice him at first,’
Ted told the Vicar, ‘was that it seemed such a funny thing for
him to want. | thought he must be a stonemason or something,
but | found out later that he was a garage mechanic, and his
hobby was looking at old churches. I don’t know where he
got the idea from, but he’d read a lot about it and was very
keen on the subject.

‘We got talking, and he told me that he whs just twenty and
that he earned seven pounds a week, with tips. He was an
orphan, but he lived with an aunt and spent all his spare time
cycling out into the ebuntry to look at churches, and writing
down everydiing about thetn in a notebook. Td never met
anybody like that before, and it pleased me to think that a boy
who worked in a garage did something constructive in his
spare time, instead of going to the pictures or playing tennis
like my friends did. | suppose that was rather a snobbish atti-
tude, but I hadn’t met anyoi™*e from what Father called the



working classes before, and according to him they were all
stupid and lazy and not worth bothering about.

‘After that first time Rodney came to the shop quite often,
not to buy books but just to have a talk. He seemed to be very
lonely, and he told me once that he felt he didn t fit in with
the rest of the men at the garage, who thought he was silly to
waste time with alot  old Inicks and stones instead of going
out with girls. I felt just the same way with the people | knew;
we seemed to have nothing in common. Even when | waswith
other chaps of my own age, with whom 1°d been at school, |
had this peculiar feeling of being somehow less grown-up than
them. | wasn’t ashamed of it, but | knew it made me different.
The things that | noticed weren’t the same as the things they
notice” and they were always getting worked up about things
that didn’t seem to me to matter at all. You know how it is
wljen you’re a kid, and you talk to yourself about “the grown-
ups” as though they were a different species? Well, that’s how
| felt about my school-friends. They had lost sight of all kinds
of things that still meant a lot to me, and in a way | was quite
sorry for them.

‘With Rodney it was different, right from the start. | looked
forward to his coming to the shop, and when he didn’t turn
up for a few days | got depressed and worried, and wondered
whether 1’d ever see him again. But | don’t think I realised,
even then, where it was all leading to.’

The \icar seemed to accept, without any sign of dis-
approval, the fact that this relationship had, or at any rate
soon acquired, a physical basis. It Was, as he said to me. quite
usual for adolescents and young men to indulge in occasional
sexual play together; and these experiences were xmlikely to
have any permanent effect upon them unless their emotional
bias was already fixed upon their own sex. The important
thing about the friendship between Ted and Rodney was not
what they did. but what they felt; and it soon became clear
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that neither of them looked upon the other as a mere outlet
for his physical desires, butas a companion without whom he
could never be entirely happy. >

‘I thought at first,” the Vicar told me, ‘that they would grow
out of it, in the way that most lads do. But I realised in time
that this was something infinitely deeper than the kind of
thing that goes on at every school. Whether Society approved
or not, these two were determined to live with each other and
for each other; and whatever the official teaching of the
Church might be, I could not see that their umon was any-
thing of which they ought to feel ashamed.’

‘That, of course, is precisely my view,’ | said, ‘but | ’'m sur-
prised to hear it from a clergyman. Shouldn’t you have told
them that their relationship was only fine and noble so long
as there was no physical side to it? That is what homosexuals
are usually told, when they seek religious advice.’

‘It’s a counsel of perfection, isn’t it? Chastity is an admir-
able thing, no doubt, but I wonder how many people with
normally strong sexual desires really manage to be chaste?
This seems to me one of the many cases in which the Church
should come to terms with reality, by means of some intelli-
gentcompromise.’ ,

‘Just as it has done,’ | said, ‘on the subject of marriage. The
Church teaches that all sexual relations that aren’t intended
to create children are necessarily sinful, but in practice it
accepts birth-control as a lesser evil than overcrowding,
poverty, illegitimacy and venereal disease.’

‘Precisely. And my argument is that if two young men like
Rodney and Ted are going to lead homosexual lives, their sin
—though still a sin—will be much the less if they remain
honourably together and use sex as an expression of their
love, rather than as a means of fieeting. furtive pleasure with
strangers. To put it in heterosexual terms, it seems to me
better for a man to be faithful to his ~ e . even if he uses con-
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traceptives, rather than to go out into the street and pick up a
prostitute.

‘But we’re getting away from what | wanted to tell you.
Ted’s father, as | said, was a self-made man of the most con-
ventional sort, and he had always felt a vague antagonism
towards Ted without, | think, ever being conscious of the
cause. Anyhow, one day he found a letter which Rodney had
wTitten to Ted, and although it wasn’t particularly indiscreet
it made him suspicious. He questioned Ted about it, and as
the letter was only signed with an initial Ted pretended that
itwas from a girl.

‘On the following Saturday Ted’s father and mother went
off to spend the afternoon at a civic reception, leaving the
coast clear. Ted asked Rodney to come round to the house.
He didn’t tell me exactly what happened, but you can draw
your own conclusions, because at half-past three his Dad came
quietly back to the house and caught them in a situation which
left no further room for doubt. There was a shocking rumpus,
of course, and the oid man was all for calling the Police.

‘Ted behaved quite intelligently in the circumstances,
pointing out to his father that the scandal would involve not
only him. butthe whole family, and that they’d never be able
to hold up their heads in the neighbourhood again. Well, his
father had spent all his life building up a respectable social
position, and naturally didn’t want to throw it away just like
that. So, after a good deal of roaring, he calmed down and
said: Let’s see what Vicar thinks to all this.

T spent a most unhappy evening with him, praying for
strength to say the right thing and knowing quite well thut |
didn’t have the guts to say what | knew to be right. | tried to
make him understand that it wasn’t the end of the world, and
even hinted very carefully thatthe way in which Ted had been
brought up might have had something to do with it, but 1
couldn’t bring myself to say what | thought, which was that
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the best thing for all concerned would be for Ted to leave
home and start a new life somewhere else, preferably with
Rodney. If I’d said that, Ted’s father would probably have
reported me to the Police for aiding and abetting a felony; or
at the very least would have seen to it that | was run out of
the parish.

‘In the end, it was decided that Ted should be packed offto
live with his uncle, who had a wireless shop in Inverness and
was a pillar of the local Kirk. It didn’t seem much of a solution
to the problem, but at least it had the merit of removing Ted

vfrom his father’s influence, so | pretended to think it was a
goodidea. _

‘Next d » Rodney came to see me. He looked about ten
years older. He said: They’re sending Ted away, aren t they?
| told him that this was true, and he said: | don’t care what
anyone says, what we’ve got is something good and clean,
and God understands even if other people don’t.

‘l said that maybe He did. Then Rodney looked at me and
said: You’ve gotto help us. You're the only one who can. If |
lose Ted now, there’ll be nothing left for me in the world, and
he feels the same about me.

I asked him how he could tell, being so young, but | knew
in my heart that what he said was true. He picked lip a copy
of the Gospels that was lying on my desk and held itiup and
said; | swear by this book that I shall never love anyone but
Ted, no matter what happens or how long we’re apart.

‘I believed him, but | didn’t see what | could do. | said: All
right, then. Let things be as they are for the next twelve
months, say, and then see whether you still feel the same way.
In the meantime, you can keep in touch through me. | won’t
pass on letters, but I’ll have both your addresses and when-
ever | can I'll let you know how the other is getting on.

‘When he had gone, | got down on my knees and prayed. |
prayed for them all: for Rodney and Ted, and Ted’s father



and mother, and for myself and for all those thousands whom
God in His wisdom has made like these two boys.

‘Il write to both of them aboutonce a month. Rodney’s aunt
has died, and he has moved to different lodgings, so Ted
doesn’t know where he lives any more. Rodney pointed out
the other day that if | died the only link between them would
be broken; so, just in case. I've given my wife two sealed en-
velopes, to be sent off in the event of my death, telling each of
them where he can find the other.’

The Vicar was silent for a while. He pulled his spectacles
outof his pocket and began to polish them.

T don’t know what the world would think,’ he said, ‘but I
can tell you this: there’ a place for Ted and Rodney some-
where in God’s design. In the house of my Father, there are
many mansions___’

FRIENDSHIP

Oh, the comfort - th”™ inexpressible comfort
Of feeling safe with a person,

Having neither to weigh thoughts,

Nor measure words - but pouring them
All right out - just as they are -

Chaff and grain together -

Certain that a faithful hand

Will take and sift them -

Keep what is worth keeping -

And with the breath of kindness

Blow the rest away!

By Dinah Maria Mulock Craik

What DOES I
Do?

OGRANIZED SINCE 1950, the Uattacliine Society is still subject
to many questions about what it actually accomplishes in Im-
plementation of its program of education, research, imblic
relations and social action.

Here Is a resumé of what the organization has done, in a 9€n-
eral way, in its field:

I. EDUCATION
a. PUBLICATIONS. The monthly Mattachine Review (now in its
third year) circulates to a general list of i«id subscribers

and Is'sold on newsstands in 12 O.S. metropolitan centers.
Articles by lavmen and experts in their fields have a profes-
sional and serious approach to homophile problems; opinion,
trends, news items, book reviews and comment by readers are
regularly published.

Additional publications; "Interim," the Society's national
news (luarterly, and four monthly newsletters (San Francisco,
Los Angeles, New York and Washington, D.C.) are read by hun-
dreds of interested friends, contributors and members. In-
?orlat?L booklets, folders, letters and bulk correspondence
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go to hundreds of Inquirers every nonth from national licad-
quarters and area councils.

b. PUBLIC DISCUSSION FOHUMS. Bi-monthly, monthly und quar-

terly public programs are sponsored on an appropriate sched-
ule in each of the six large cities in which Mattnehino chap-
ters are located. Experts from professional fields and men

and women distinguished for contributions to solution of soc-
iological problems appear as speakers, with listeners afford-
ed opportunity for questions and discussion. Those meetings
are not closed, but open to anyone over 21 years of age.

c. AREA PROJECTS AND GROUP ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMS. Specialized
chapters conduct work and study programs, often in some area
of tiie liomosexual problem: research, writing and editing,
legal, legislative, public relations, etc. Chapters and area
councils also conduct "group therapy" projects upon occasion,
in which a limited number meet regularly to discuss mutual
adjustment problems, generally in the presence of iiualified
professional therapists.

d. LIHRARIES. Three branch libraries have been established
at San Francisco, New York und Los Angeles. Fiction and non-
fiction works on the sex variation subject, plus American and
foreign periodicals, miiko up these growing collections. Books
are available to members and friends under local rules. Each
library has grown to where collections now total several hun-
dred cloth and paper-bound volumes, plus liundrcds of maga-
zines, periodicals and clipped articles and reprints from the
gencerjil circulation press in English speaking countries.

Il. RESEARCH

a. AID FOR ESTADLISIIED RESEARCH EXPERTS AND/OR INSTITUTIONS.
Subjects obtained through Mattachine have filled special qual-
ifications fos interview by the late Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey ahd
Ills staff from the Institute for Sox Research, Dloomington,
Indiana. In 1953 another select group of individuals brought
togetlier under Mattachine auspices were a source of data for
a "homosexual personality type" study conducted by a psych-
ologist of the University of California at Los Angeles. Sur-
veys and subjects for other minor research studies—some of
which aided national research organizations—have been con-
ducted in several areas where chapters are located.

b. INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS. Long considered but dif-
ficult Indeed to initiate, conduct and complete, Mattachine-
sponsored research projects have actually amounted to little,
because the'organization lias felt that homophlle research
should be conducted by qualified persons and without possible
bias. Such projects have been planned and discussed. In the
future it is possible that when the need for some distinct
phase of research is seen, experts called upon to conduct it
will receive the full cooporat,ion of the Society.

c. DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS. While this is nn
overlap into educational activities, the Society's research
deisirtment seeks information about research projects in the
sex variation field with a view to aiding the projects if un-
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completed, and obtaining clearance to tell readers of Matta-
chine publications about them when the work is concluded and
findings determined.

~ t|~ I11. PUBLIC RELATIONS |

a. With a public relations director in New York and a speciali
chapter there engaged in this work, contacts by mail with in-
dividuals with problems and <|uestions regularly reach out to
all corners of the U. S. and to many foreign countries.

b. CONTACT WITH RELATED AGENCIES. By correspondence and.
When possible, through personal interviews, the Society main-
tains some contact with dozens of private and |>ublic agencies,
law enforcement bodies, clinics, etc. Included among thorn
are some police dojlartmg¢nt,s, psychiatric clinics, public
health offices, prisoner rehabilitation agencies, hospitals,
universities, libraries, mental health organizations, proba-
tion offices, ciJH~g”ilrertles organizations, etc.

Abroad, contacts are m”ntained with foreign and international
groups with aims and pitéjccts related to those of Mattachine.
Among these are the Church of England Moral Welfare Council,
and the International Committee for Sexual E(iuality. Similar
cooperation is extended :to One, Inc., and Daughters of Bil-
Itis in the United States. A

Contacts mentioned above are designed to discover ways in
which Mattachine can aid other organizations through informa-

Ation exchanges, and ways in which others can help advance the

Mattachine program. Several domestic agencies have directed
persona with sex orientation problems to Mattachine with a
view of aiding individuals concerned through particii>atioh in
the Society'jj activities and reading its publications—all in
confidence that highest ethical standards ajjd social behavior
standards are consistently maintained, and that the anonymity
of individuals concerned will be guarded if requested.

IV. SOCIAL SERVICE

a. In general, social service work is conducted on a limited
scale 'by chapters and area councils, and it is generally appli-
cable on an individual basis.

b. LEGAL. Upon request, Mattachine recommends Individuals with
legal problems—which generally result from a conflict with the
law—to see qualified attorneys. Such attorneys also act as ad-
visors to thp Society in various areas, and approve policies,
projects and, publications from a legal standpoint. While the
organization' Is not and cannot be -influential in legal-legis-
lative matteiai (Mattachine cannot act as a lobbying force), the
Society has, also upon request, furnished reprints of recom-
mended penal codes and other legal articles to-some legislative
assemblies,groups working In the si® sphere (often seeking a
harsher code), and to individuals concerned with administra-
tion of justice—including police departments, jurists and at-
torneys.

0. PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC. As in problems of the law, the Society
also makes It a policy to reconiiiend persons with adjustment



o| The Society and the magazine have never [laid one cent in

problems to qualified doetors, psychiatrists and psychologists, salary or personal traveling expenses of the officers and
ifciny persons have found happier personal adjustments from the staff.

counselling programs recommended by the Society. d. MEMBERSHIP. Contrary |[to some popular bollefsi membership
d EMPLOYMENT. Limited)efforts, to be accelerated, it is in the Mattachine Society has been less than IOOupersons since
hoped, have been made to place persons in suitable jobs. Most the charter was Issued early in 1954.

individuals seeking such aid from the o e. CONTRIBUTOR PLAN. Since many persons do not wish to join'
cod difficulty due to arrest records, convictions and other

the organization as an active member, and since many live too

social handicaps. While no concrete setup to furnish this distant from established chapters to do so, a "Contributor

service il~tional IV is yet possible, it is a fact that «ny Plan" has been set up whereby anyone can aid the organization
and women have been guided to satisfactory jobs through efforts with a $10 annual contribution which includes a subscription
of Xfattachlne officers. We hope to to the Review, to Interim (jluarterly) and to a montlily news-
by learning of more places where persons with I""* letter. Shell contributions should be sent to the national
records (often nothing more than an headquarters. Period is based upon the calendar year.

be permitted to assume responsible and dignified daily lives

in positions they need and deserve.

e. LIMITATIONS. Certain things are not done and

by \Uittachine or any of its members. Wb condone no illegal ac-
tivity in the organization, no corruption of minors and no ex-,
cliange of names for correspondence. The organization stands
for highest standards of group and public behavior at all

times and seeks to promote responsible citizenship

Mattachlnc maintains highest respect
ri-'lils and personal freedoms. However it opposes sex %rtICI
in public, or between adults and minors, or which involves use
of force, violence or fraud. ?Jt asks its members and friends
eVetsaThore to be useful, wclU-bchavcd citizens, and thereby a In our pI'O 09

credit to' Che communities in which tliey live and work.

V. INCOME AND SUPPORT

a. GENERAL. Mattachine Society (nationol headquarters) and Its Does the above outline of Mattachine activities sound worthwhile
area council offices in San Francisco, Los Angoles, Denver, New to yOu? We sincerely hope that it does, and that you will be in-
York, Ch4«*ktfo,.and Washington, D.C., collect dues from members clined to aid the organization in accomplishment of its aims and
(SIO per yomr) and eontributiens to promote the Society s pro- principles. Contributions to this work are constantly needed.

m'ram, publish newsletters, ha|*dle correspondence and pay for
other expenses. Only rented office at present Is In San Fran-
cisco (693 Mission Street). Halls are often rented in which
to hold public forums.

Support comes from mombei®S, contributors and friends, J*ten in
the form of small donatiws fro«_jiersons who can ill afford it.
The Society is endowed bj no foundations, Illowover, since It

NN h d -profif .ation,_ d i d Ib- 1 1
u-tions 1o 1t are  inome tax deductinlew. o o o Mattachine *rittg, 3n6

Annual income of the national hoadjiuartors and area councils

Aclditional subscriptions to the magazine are also important.
Your dollars and your participation In the Mattachine program
can help to ease the suffering and hardship of many fellow Amer-
icans. For further information, write:

.does not exceed $2500, : 693 Mission Street

b. MATTACHINE REVIEW. During its first 30 months of operation Son Frandsto 5. Caiifornia
in which some 50,000 copies of the magazine were '
distributed, total Income for the magazine was under $9000. Telephoae EXbroofc 7-0773

Some 5000 man-hours of labor were donated in administration,
promotion, editing and production and distribution of the 24
seiiaratc editions.
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rlie tt*view invitea its readers to stots opinions and Aakm camnant upon
its articles in letters for publication in this department. Oily init-
iai* of the vriter will be used, but all letters for p(;biicaiion nuat
be sitned. Views expressed in the tetters are those of the writer and
do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Review and the Matta-
chine Society.

I -

R«*l«h SUtori Thank you for your letter with all the enclosnrea. The
Tellow Booklet waa noet Uliudnating« and | an greatly heartened to learn
of yaar erganisationj ite aine and irogreaa. | wish that there were so-
nathlng 1 could personally and physically do to farther the cause, but
in view of the fact that vs are at the opposite ends of the eountiy, |
guess that the oilly thing I can do Is enclose a check for HOOQOQ. In
passing | night add that | an I™areesed with the quality of the Utaraiy
work in your publloatlon. is | an with the whole plane of your organi-
sation. Ton have ly heartiest wishes for farther eontinued sueeees.

—Mr. R.L., lloride

Bevlew BUtprt 1 onderstend that | can get Infometlon on the subjeot of
honoeaxuBII™ fron you. The subjeet doea not weiny m, however | feel it
doae worry bows people beoeuee they era Influenced by predudlee of sons
ignorant people. If you have aey literature on the subject | would ap-
praoiata you sanding s eoM.

—Hr* S.T., Soglsnd

Review Bditori Tor several years | have heard of your Society but was un-
able to obtain aa%#litsratura or InforMtlcn oonoeming It. Rhlla seeking
a late cMiy of *00#”, | obtained e oopy of mMattaohlne Review*. After re-
ading it carefully, I wish to say that | baliara it is one of the wat
Interaeting books | have ever read and | wlata to offer ay servieea,gratis
In any way | can to aid our cause. Di this largs city In Chic | bslisvs
we Aonld have our oan newwletter and branch of the crgahlsatlon. | a>
willing to give frealy of ar tins and as nneh nonay as | an able.
-~.S.W ., Ohio
(Rotai The Mattaeblna Soeia”™ wishes to astablish ehajitars whenever and
wherever Intareeted indlvidnals nay be found. Any group of five or nore
individuals wy fora a ehapAer igx» proper applleation to the Board of
Ureetora of the Ikttaehiaa Seciaty. Farther Infcraation as to astab-
Hehtiij ohapters way be had by writing to the Board of Ureotora, Matt-
aohlne Society, &ic. Rooa 308 693 Mission St. San Franeiseo I, Calif.)

Rsvlaw Uitort Would you please sand w a”Mts of account for subserlption
of your periodical for the current year, nnally, a few words to say that
we appraelate your periodical vary neh, fineUng that it haa got tiia right
""balenoa”, so that It can be of Intaraet far\fvei7body.

—Torbandet aV 19li6, Oslo Honny

Rovisw Mitori | should like to oontrlbnts five dollars per month to the
mttaefalne Society for as long as igy present financial atatne permita.
Inoldently, u lll this be deductable ™ n Inoons tax?

| —Hr. J.J., Hiehlgan
(Note: Oontrlbutlone are aluays wuloons. So wetter lAiat the amount my
be they are a nooh needed s~ ort for the Society. All contributions to
the Soelety ere tax dadootable. nia Mattachina Soolety,lhc. is a non-
profit ooggporation duly Inoorporatad In the State of California.)

Rsview Bdltort Ibur leene le an axeallant ona. Slnoa you bava askad far
oonmaot in your lattar, | must eey that It dose to nere than limitad e»,
tant aassm difensive. It aseas also, that snob a far rsaeh for iU Mtsrial
la uraorthy (Oetobar 1956) sinee we bave so Hieh bara and now tSat naads
our Intélllgant attentlon. Wile you ara aequainting tha «ajority ulth
tha hOBOeeooMIs' preblece and hla nead far understanding, lat it not ba
forgottan that tha bonosaxnal naads to underetand and ba aoqoaintad uith
tha hataroeaxual problan involving hin. ApparenUy tha formar Is beln(];
bollt at tha lattar‘a expanse-an ligxjrtant interpersonal point ifcleh le
notioaable for ite abeence In your publlcation, subaaquently- defenslve.
—Hr. D.K.,Psyohologlst,Michigan

Review Uitort D>a recant issna of your nagaalnd(Fabruary 1957)you had
an artiol# by a Catholic Prleet Rev, Davla Stelni? | liked ¢th# arUele
ver)(Jweh »»> since | wanted to write to hla | looked bin up In the G
thoUe Mractory and | found no Rev. Davis Stein. Perhaps a pen nans ims
used. | do hope the ertlele was by a true Catholie Priest and not just
-/1- vp 111» SOM of the scandal Mgaalnes idiare thsy use fake Doctors,

N
Bsyohdlo”te ate. —Mr. J.S., California
(Sotat All artlelae used in the Rivlew and credited to Doctors, Peychol-
ogiats etc. ere noet aecauredly written by aecredltsd individuals. May
have eboean to use p«i nanes. All correspondence for authors of these
artielee should be addressed to then in cere of the Review.)

Review Bditort Reoantly | had the opportunity of reading your axcellant
1956 iBsne of tha Review uhi<ai | purchasad at a nsMstand. |
nota that your publloatlon is letuad nonthly for subecrlbere only ~ an
tharafora sending you iv subacriptlon. 1 congratulate yon on the s™era
and forthright nsnner In whioh you are spotlighting AN il
variants ani in pubUshing oonétruetlve articles in their behalf.
—Hr. L.V..California

Revisir Bditori Could you please send ne all the inforaatlOT that ~
on hoeoaeonnaity. | don't wind If «y nare is put ona nal™g
Mtter of fact, | would like It if 1t were put on such a list. Thank you

for this aarvica and quick response._Hr. P.S.New Totk

Review SUtori The article «let's Face PeychotheM™" in the

iesiie of the Review is certainly the noet sane o o
«aBuallty | have aver read. It SI*>ly sum iqi so aaieh in a short irtia
and Is all ftiraees ahom homosexuality and heterosexuality for they

iva. Fear met %(1). IHaaon noet taka its hold over the popiMIOT
Wtonea of truth and reality must doniiiata. Ms are sI”™ly not ol™iaed
k ta this takes preesdent over existing laws and uoras held over from

5is middis ages. Mr. BI’S. Ohio %



Br»vla« Mltorz Kindly enter a enbecriptlem for ~ for three years. let
m olearly tay that 1 do not agree with oonalderaUe In yoor pagea.and
appreciate the fact that in a fldld which is sonsabat new there m t be
sow eontradictlow In the exploratoiy atagee, newsrthailaas you "~jpear
to be wrarking for a eonstrucUITe, intelligent solutl«i, to problaw that
beset wry. —Mr. W.LB.f Maw Toiric

Rewiew BUtori Ibanks for your latter adwialng expiration of ~ current
auheerlption and herewith igr (diagua to renew saw for a forthar four
jeers. Bajoy the Barlow rwy euch, coogretulatlona on the fine Job yon e
are doing and wy aucceaa attend your efforts.

—Hr. J.B., Hw Zealand

Baylew Bditort As | hare already «gjerienoed Hary action» Clrll Sarrioe
action and court action in connection ulth this eub”t« and hare cor-
responded with a few Senators of the O.S. and with ua V.S. a"zaaalaa of
..w ral foreign oountrlee, I find wjraolf ritally intereeted in your aag-
aaine. | en looking forward to the ertlelae w toe U.S. doremnmt’e
Seeurlty firlnge in those 1956 lasnes | bare ordered,

—Mr. RF.« Pennaylrenie

Barlaw Blitari 1 bare just flnishad raadlng "'liatB Due lbyehottereiy"
tj inw le Bara in the FShpuary lasna of thé Herlew and | wat aay that
it la toa beat of the artielas publiehad tona far ty you. To  oplnlont
thla artiole abould ho raprinted in future Issuea of your wgaaine and
le i et all poesible to obtaln reprinta of toe ArtleleT
—Mr. P.B., Hewlor*
éRotei Beprinta of thla articls are not erailabla at tha preeent tlw .
rer« If readars ulto to bare eopias of thla artlSlef raprinta
w Il he wda arallabla at 10" aach. Let ua bear fin» yen.)

Rerlew Bdltori Tour uae of darlata and eerural othar terw la ~aylng In-
to toe arw of the oppoeition. The objact of the "derlatore™ wet flrat
ha datandnad. If howeexnaliata « objaet is prooraation, than thay derl-
ate ona of toa oposlte aez la neoassaxy for that pnrpoaa. If tha
objact la reeraetlon rether than procraatlen« and ona of thé aaw aax la
urefarred and oonjoinsdi ubere is your mderlatlon? Ih tha eaw Ughi
yen eoold take a stand againat thé tene "queir' and "Inrert” . Diese par-
rotlsw are deflnitaly harwfnl and dlagnatlng. .
—Ifr..P.B.| Pmneylraiila

Berisw BUtori Bering reoelrad thé Fehmaxy and Mirto 1956 iasow of thé
Rerlew | bava ooly one regret. that la that | bare not had thé pleaaura
of reeelring thla fine booklet alnoe Ita ooneaption. Mere pomr to yen
and your fine etforts.l bellere In juatiee. Muy of ly frianda bare haen
eaig”t In traps and bara been dselt blom by tha law that were far froe
juatiee. TCbe of ald to then bea not been wlithin ly power. Mr greeteat
dwlre, If It la not already herot la to aee a branto of your organlsation
in San Uago. | would llka to beeow a weber bare and anice any denatlon

I can to a locai crganlaatlon.
—Mr.E.O.fSan Uago, Caltf.

Rerlew BUtori | an rery fond of your wgaslwe. osily CMgdalnt belng
tha swUnoaa cf print. As | wnaga to read it all aererai tlwa and than
re-raad it* Igwes tha condalnt la bardIx.jw'lilN**)* |1 aapedally Uke
the legai artlClae. Ikrto Issue wes gnlte an%roaalng tho nary brlaf.

— nr. O.B., Nabreaka

NEWS OF THE WORLD” SPECIAL

PRICE

IT IMS A BIG PRICE FOR THE VICTIM JO PAY.
...That was the typical British headline given to the
following story of a blachiBil incident involving a

.hasoaexual by the Sts*ay NBAS OP THE WORLD in London

recently. In contrait to the usual formula, the news-
paper scored the blachmiler and not the victim. How-
ever. in the beat tradition of the popular seiviaticnal
weekly press in England and elsewhere, the writer of
the story called upon the usual stereotyped and pre-
judicial tersm to color the story in accordance with
long-standing Bri*sh journalistic custom.

City of London, 31-year-old Frank Nagel
Le-i'aye, Merchant Havy, chief )
on the~tei» of the Royal Exchange and waited to

Dropping anchor among the bowler hats  the

aea .iad Set hia friend, abu»nes”,
nn these steos more than once, lo tne casual
onlooker they seemed just another couple of men

discussing a deal. But of an incident involving him
the Steward_s business self and Le-Faye being disclos®
was blackmail. to his associates somiewhere in

“One of the nastiest crimes  the City

a [person can conmit, was Met At Station

how « Mr. Paul Wrightson, T )
Erosecuting, described Le-Faye and his victim first

e-Faye appeared at the uio met on Aug. 2 at

tation, and It was a p N ««
' %e stewar shom‘ﬂlg 8ohome wito
:’;]nrd aa Ius)l:gl. he «&ded RIS SeW Friend  ° Sviously. m
b33 Surb ARG the vicliin. behave Improperly, said " Mr,

For the businessman paid a ANAt*°morninR  Le-Faye wm

total of £249 to .
was t%e price of an evening IS%%Q tr%olre]gv.e wéllcgeurgg)\v%%

indi ion, th
Mahs’greslgrr]ﬁe gt the possibility and a cheoue for £10. The bust
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neuman thought he had Mid
good-bye to the tteward.

_B\jt Le-Faye had discovered
his ~victim’s™ office, telephone
number, And every time he rang
the victim was unable to remon-
strate for fear of maklng col-
leagues susrzlcmus S he
arranged to keep appointments
arith Le*Faye.

Seven times Le-Faye demanded
money with menaces between
August and November. Six times
he “got some.  The amounts
totalM £249. The seventh time
he failed.

Said Mr. Wrightson to the
Jury: “Two hundred and fi
Bounds for this unfortunate lapse
y the victim. It is a big price to
pay. is it not ?" .

s a pretext for extorting
moneg, Le-Faye had told the
busingssman that he was under
medical care and wunable to
work: that a job be ho}Ped to get
was not vacant: and that he had
the op&aortunlty of belrég chief
steward on a vessel based on the
Channel Islands and wanted help
Eﬁetrréinsport his wife and family

Ahsraya Plaiuibla

He was always plausible. Re
never ad 0£.ted . crudities.
Stewardship taught him to pre-
face his demands with . polite
phrases such as, “I| would like

our help,” “1 wonder if you
an assist me.?

-When he asked for money the
seventh time and was refused
Le-Faye said. " | wish r}/ou would
think about 1t." pressing politely
for the victim to reconsider the
position. ]

As they walked in Thread-
needle-street and Old Broad-
street after leaving the Royal
Exchange the “ousinessman

layed a better game of bluff
han Le-Faye. .For at last he had
shared his Secret with th”olice.
And_ Chief Det. Insp. William
Robins managed to overhear taro
ts_entences of the men’s conversa-
10

n.
'tTh% tvictir_n said, "I dont
intend to give you .any, mo
money." Lge-Fa_% Said. = 1" will
go tothe office.’

Le-Faye. of Hawthome-rbad
Woking; was found guilty of

demanding money with menaces.
He was gaoled for four years.

Denying the charges, he told
the court be received the first
cheque after being told hy the
businessman, “1 would like to
give you something that arill help
you 0n vour ww,

"1 didn't ask nim for money,”
said Le-Faye .

When théy met later the busi-
nessman heard he was sick and
inguired how much he earned.

“We went to a bank and the
man gave me £25, saying ‘That
will heltp ou,”" Le-Faye went on.
“1 continued to telephone him to
let him know how | was get-
tingon. =

'U was iuable to get a position
and | had quite a lot of worries.
I felt he was the person who
would help me with my worries.
I knew of nobody else at all who
would help me under these
circunutanees.

“Mow Much?”

Once, he continued, the man
asked, = “How much do- you
want?" Hereplied.-WeU"ru
leave that to yoa” He offend
to repay sums by weekly-allot-
ment from_hir pay, but the man
declined his sugqgesﬂon.

The last time they met, the man
asked whether hé would to
the office and tell about hin.
1 beUeve 1 made some remark
like, ‘Don’t talk so ridiculous.”"
added Le-Faye. .

Mr. D. M. Wacher, defending,
said Le-FaP/e was._ brought qu
amon(I; a lafge family by foster-
parents. _All lived ih a kitchen
and Le-Faye’s seat'was a bard
form. Porridge wks his staple
diet and at “noliday times he
might_be given an edg. In these
days, it sounded like @ story from
Dickens. . .

"From his birth to manhoaod he
never knew what it was to have
love and affection from any-
b%&'~ add” Mr. Wacher.

After Lb-Inye was sent to gaol
his victim, who had told the court
of his shame and whose name
remained secret, returned to his
office somewhere in the City.

ALL ABOUT OR. EBR(3ER*S BOOK--Proiiised in tha March issue,
the ‘wrap-up’ of coasient, letters and reviews of the book,
“ Hostosexuality; Disease or fay of Life” will still have to
wait another sionth for publication. The REVIEW plans tore-
view the book in symposium form in the next (May) issue.

of reciews

"The Lost of the Wine" is cm im-
portant book, "this year's outstand-
ing historical novel", said Orville
Prescott in the New York Times.
There have been many other re-
views, all favorable. It is interesting
and perhaps instructive to observe
the critics embarrassed treatment of
a certain aspect of the book which 1

. cannot quite bring myself to men-

tion."”

One common approach is del-
icacy. Edmund Fuller in the New
York Times Book'Review, speaks of
the “sensitively poised emotional
bonds between both man and Wo-
man and man and man". With con-
siderabie courage, however, he iden-
ifies Lysis as Olexias' "noble friend
md | ... | caimot quite bring my-
self to put down the word he uses.”

Richard Winstori in the New York
Heorld Tribune Sunday book edition

.dares less than Mr. Fuller. He notes

only that Miss Renouit "explores
with rare discernment the peculiarly
Greek attitude toward friendships
between men".

Maurice Dolbier in the doily New
York Heorld Tribune avoids using
the .word homosexual, but he does
use a generally understood syno-
nym in-referring to what went on be-
tween Lysis and Aiexias: "their deep
friendship ‘passing the love of wo-
men' was to survive the passionate
stresses of youth and the sly and
slow erosion of time". But this re-
view | should not make fun of, for
there is understanding in it.

Another approach might be iden-
tified as the holding of the nOse
method. Thus, Mr. Prescott in the
New York Times;

"One characteristic of ancient
Greek Culture that could not be
avoided in as historically accurate a
book os this was the general ac-
ceptance and idealization of male
[ I Alexias' passionate and
devoted love for Lysis ... was the
emotional center of his life. Miss
Renault has described their rela-
tionship with restraint and good
taste. But since she has had to do so
from Alexias' point of view the result
is a book that may easily be mis-
understood, that may outrage some
readers and morbidly interest
others."”

I do not know whether readers of
this magazine wiii be outraged or
morbidiy interested. For all 1 know
they may, in the words of Thomas
Caidecot Chubb in the Saturday Re-
view, be "bored by (the characters’)
overinvolvment and (the author’s)
over-preoccupation with what the
publishers describe as ‘'the erotic
morality peculiar to those times".
Note how neatly he avoided that
word. Indeed, in five reviews it was
written just once.

THE LAST OF THE WINE by Mary
Renault Pantheon, Now York, 1956,
389 pages, $150. Reviewed by Rich-
ard thoyer.

Mary Renault, author of THE
CHARIOTEER has written an histori-



cal novel about ancient Athens
Vhich is perhaps more history than
novel. If so, it is history raised to the
level of art, history excitingly re-
created by a superbly talented wri-
ter. At the time of which she wites,
'the great feast of Athenian civiliza-
ion was breaking up; we are privi-
leged to share THE LAST OF THE
WINE before it runs out.

While we read we live for a few
hours in a homosexual (or techni-
cally, bisexual) society in its short
day of glory. How that day came to
be or why it came so soon to an
end, Miss Renault does not tell us,
though perhaps she gives us some
hints. Was homosexuality, as some
claim, the foundation upon which
the greatness of ancient Greek civi-
lization was built—or was it, as
others soy, the cause of its decline?
Whatever the truth, the fact is that
homosexuality pervaded the entire
culture as it,permeates this book. The
ideal of beauty was the mole body;
it was displayed everywhere, in the
thousands of statues, in the palaes-
tra, in the baths, in the gomes. The
ideal of love was the love of man
and youth. We learn that woman's
place was decidedly in the home,
largely limited to ho”~ekeeping and
child-bearing: whatever conditions
may have created Greek homosexu-
ality, the emasculating ministrations
of an overpowering "Mom" was
plainly not one of them. Nor was
there any suspicion of effeminacy in
these hardy homosexuals who were
the athletes, soldiers and political
leaders of their time.

Was Miss Renault in another in-
carnation, a citizen of Atherrs in
these fateful years of the Pelopon-
nesian War? How else could she
know so much or carry her know-
ledge so lightly? And what she
knows she tells in a style that is
pure and clear, cdmost classical in
its symmetry and balance. Some-

times her words will be cold and
hard like Athenian marble, and
sometimes, like that some marble
whep the light strikes it right, her
lines will glow with wdrmth and
beauty.

As an historical novel of the anc-
ient world and as q work of disting-
uished quality, THE LAST OF THE
WINE invites comparison with HA-
DRIANS MEMOIRS. But there is a
difference. Hadrian dominated Mem
garet Yourcenor's book as he domi-
nated his times; Roman history is
only the backdrop against which
the passionate story of Hadrian and
Antinous is played. For Miss Renault
it is the background that counts.

But what a background it is and
what a cast of characters! Socrates
walks these pages. His wisdom, per-
haps more described than demon-
strated. sets lhe standards of logic
and excellence by which we gouge
the descending curve of Athenian
greatness. Phaedo we see first as
a bath-house boy who is much in
demand. We meet Hato as a broad
shouldered youth wrestling in the
Isthmian Games at Corinth. Later
we see him tom by grief on the death
of his beloved Aster—and on this
occasion Socrates himself carves the
funeral stone. We learn that Plato
and Xenophon do not get along well,
in port because “one never saw
Xenophon paying court to a youth
nor Plato to a woman, and such ex-
tremes of nature tend naturally to
discord".

Moving in and out of Miss Re-
nault's camera is Alcibiades, one
of those meteoric figures flashing
across the sky leaving behind both
glory and destruction. Did she per-
haps think of making him her hero—
and then reject the idea in fear that
he would run away with her story?
She has played it safe by choosing
a more typical if paler figure, the
fictioned Alexias. He and his lover,

Lysis (who had been "among the
notable beauties of his year"), live
the life of their times; they take part
in great events but do not shape
them. History itself provides the plot.
Their own story is certainly second-
ary, yet it has its moments of poetry
and poignancy. For example, just
after Socrates has finally brought
them together, "(Lysis) put his right
hand on mine and his left about my
shoulders and said, 'May it never
be less than this with us. With
these words we kissed”.

Probably all the male charac-
ters of this novel—except Xenophon
—are homosexuals, yet this is not
a homosexual novel. Modem novels
of that genre hove a single theme:
the fact of homosexuality in a hetero-
sexual world. Such novels often take
the form of a wrestling match be-
tween the forces pulling one way and
the forces pulling the other. But what
happens when homosexuality is as-
sumed and accepted, when NOT be-
ing a homosexual is abnormal? Then,
no apologies must be made nor ex-
planations offered; the psychiatrist
need not be called when the patient
is behaving like everyone else.

And therein lies the fascination
of this book. In the world it recre-
ates, homosexual love can be lived
in the bright sunshine instead of in
the shadow to which the succeed-
ing centuries have confined it. Two
youths con seek each other out,
can flirt or court or even kiss—and
their story is likely to be celebrated
in andieroic statue instead of in the
annals of a police court. Surely, this
is a world turned upside down—er

right 'side up.

NEVER ,THE SAME AGAIN, by
Gerald Teach. New York. Putnam.
1958. 318p. 14.50 Reviewed by War-
ren B. WickliHe.

Here is a first-novel that not only

shows promise in future work but
also constitutes a considerable a-
chievement in itself. It was written
at the Handy Colony in Marshall,
111, from which James Jones had pre-
viously emerged. A note of acknow-
ledgment credits Norman Mailer with
significant help in calling the work
to the attention of the publishers (can
it be that Mailer's assistance came
as a result ol his change attitude
toward homosexuality as he outlined
it in the January 1955 issue of ONE?)
With or without help from others,
Tesch proves his worth as a wijiter
in this novel. His principal charac-
ters are credible within the scoipe he
has set for them, and the tragedy of
their lives is brought about in the
minor deaths each suffers with the
passage of time.

Thirteen-year-old James Parrish
wants to live down the bad repu-
tation he had got in elementary
school, and to prove he is worthy of
trust. But whom can he turn to who
would believe in him and give him
both the chance to prove himself
as well as the guidance and affec-
tion he needs? His grandmother is
senile and given to waspish out-
bursts. His mother and father have
been divorced and there is no man
in the household; his mother's great-
est friend is a bottle of gin which
she keeps hidden in the closet for
secret drinking. Aunt Margaret is a
shadow—here not a satisfactory
handling of character but she serves
to furnish another female in the en-
vironment. Little brother Danny is
just that—separated from Johnny by
the great gulf that only a few years
make between children.

Roy Davies, who runs the gas
station where the papers ore de-
livered for Johnny's route, steps in to
fill the role of quasi-father. He talks
with' the boy, does thoughtful things
for him, and becomes the one per-
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son Johnny con talk seriously to
to about all the problems that bo-
ther him. Roy gives him a job in the
station ior the summer, and the boy's
happiness is boundless, ior he is
trusted with responsibility and is
accepted as an equal by a man
whom he respects and likes. In ad-
dition to the work in the station,
there are trips to the lake in"Roy's
car, tours of the amusement park,
swimming and fishing. Usually, it is
only Roy and Johnny on these excur-
sions, but there ore some outings
with Margaret and Danny.

Tesch shows his talent in the de-
velopment of the relationship be-
tween Roy and Johnny through care-
fully constructed episodes that ad-
vance plot and characterization in
such a way as to show how the boy
Comes to depend more and more on
Roy lor companionship and under-
standing. Most of the action of the
book is described as it is seen
through Johnny's eyes, and we get
the verisimilitude of ihe thoughts
and impressions of a lonely thirteen-
year-old as he tries to establish him-
self in a hostile world, with all the
tough talk that he uses to cover up
the deep sadness of his loneliness.
We know that this is how a boy
like Johnny feels, thinks, talks and
acts. And we also come to realize
that he accepts the homosexual di-
rrtion of the relationship without
verbalizing it or dwelling on it. Tesch
has done a remarkable job in hand-
ling this aspect of the novel.

- With the end of summer, Johnny's
world begins to fall opart. He can-
not establish rapport with his school-
mates, he does not do well in his
studies, and Roy loses the lease on
A station. When Johnny is forced by
his* mother and urged by Roy to
join a boy's club, the final catastro-
phe is prepared. Bentley, the spon-
sor and director of the club, soon

T

shows his intentions toward Johnny
and pursues his aim with singular
directness.Tesch portrays him as a
pudgy, hearty do-gooder with a hid-
den lasciviousness far more noigome
than the "crimes" for.which he
hounds Johnny and Roy.

In the book Tesch raises questions
which the reader must answer for
himself. By the time Johnny has suf-
fered through the hell of Bentley's
and Judge Russell's persecution and
Roy’s forced departure, who has
sinned the most? Is it Johnny who
put his trust in a man who gave him
trust, companionship and a kind of
love in return? Is it Roy who took
a potential delinquent and began to
make a responsible citizen of him,
even though he took advantage of
the boy's hero-worship to carry it
into a Grecian relationship? Is it
Barbara Parrish who resents Roy’s
hold on Johnny because it represents
her failure to retain her hold on the
boy's father, as well as the "menace”
which homosexuality presents to a
woman. Is it Bentley of the easy hu-
mor and oily smile, the sadism of
the accomplished brain-washer and
professional do-gooder, and the leer-
ing lasciviousness of the repressed
homosexual? Do the shocked anger
and brutality of people like Barbara,
Bentley and Judge Russell represent
Good? If so, does what Johnny and
Roy have done represent Evil? Tesch
does not ask these questions directly,
but they are implied in the novel. Nor
can a reviewer do more than point
at the moral issues that ore raised,
and perhaps designate another im-
plication: that everyone concerned
is to blame, that all suffer for their
sins in some way. Yet in the end it
is Johnny Parrish—Wwho is in es-
sence the embodiment of innocence
and trust—who is most grievously
wounded.

GIOVANNI'S ROOM by lone*
Baldwin. Dial Press, New York, 1956,
248 pages. $3.00. Reviewed by Rich-
ard Mayer.

In his new novel, GIOVANNI'S
ROOM, James Baldwin is exploring
one of the* authentic themes.of the
American literary tradition, the con-
flict between Europe and America,
between the sophistication of the
old world and the innocence of the
new. There are echoes of Henry
James herQj/But Mr. Baldwin is no
man's imj~or. His writing, sensi-
tive yet solid and strong, flows
swiftly. Then sudderriy we gre caught
up short by a phrase, a sentence, an
insight so fresh and new, so unex-
pected yet so exactly right that we
are astonished no one ever saw it
that way or said it that way before.

David is a young American in
Paris, he has gone there to find
himself, or perhaps, we later sus-
pect, to escape from himself. One
fateful "ight he goes to a gdy bar.
He ha” been there before, as an
outsider he wants to believe, but
he "had the feeling people were
taking bets about me". There was a
new bartender, Giovanni. For sixty
stunning plages, fully a quarter of
the book, we watch fascinated as
David begins to realize what is
happiening to him, as he resolves to
run away, then finds he cannot es-
copie, as his excitement mounts and
the carefully constructed defenses
rcome tumbling down, as the des-
porately resisted but irresistoblo
tide sweeps him toward the long
dreaded, long delayed moment of
self-djscovery, until finally we shore
his shy certainty that the night will
end in Giovanni's room.

We do not stay long, nor does
David, in that room or another like
it, where amid the disorder and the
unwashed dishes and unmade bed,
there is hope and warmth and under-

standing. But beginnings seldom en-
dure to fulfill their promise. Perhaps
we are not told enough about their
first days together, the days of
great plans and great hopies; other
days come too quickly. D.avid's girl
comes back to Paris and he must
make his choice.

To guide his decision he has only
the too simple moral precepts he
learned as a child. He feels too
strongly the terrible guilt which is
the reverse side of his innocence. He
longs for the security and safety of
the conventional road. He is fright-
ened byjhe terrible words the world
uses. "People are full of dirty words,"
Giovanni tells him. "The only time
they do not use them ... is when
they ore describing something dirty."

As. in all true tragedies, we know
from the beginning how it will end.
We are told almost on the first page
that Giovanni is to die, indeed, he
is to be excuted for murder. We know
that, but we do not know why. We
come to understand that he is not
realiy being punished for the killing
of on evil man, nor even for the sin
of a forbidden love; his crime was
not that ho loved badly but that ho
loved too well. Arid we leom too that
it is David who faces the more ter-
rible punishment.

Jacques had tried to warn him.
Jacques—aging ugly, corrupt—he
could so easily have been a carica-
ture, vet he becomes in compjossion-
ate hands at the some time the voice
of conscience and the frightening
image of what can happmn when
that voice is unheard or unheeded.
That first night, watching Giovanni's
flushed, happy face, Jacques has
sensed the tragedy ahead, and out
of the desperation of his own lost
life, he had cried'dut to David, “Love
him, love him and let him love you.
Do you® think that anything else
under heaven really matters?"



In the time of your life, live. So
we ore told by a famous play. In
the time of your life, love—that is
.the lesson of this wise and moving
book. Few of us will die like Gio-
vanni, but we ore all, os Mr. Baldwin
tells us, "under sentence of death",
and none more surely so than those
of us who, like David, learn to love
too late.

THE SIGN OF EBOS by Paul
Berkeley Beoka. 35 cents. Re-
viewed by Was Knight

There is on anecdote to the effect
that a man once found the manu-
scripts of the first Anglo-Saxon story
and the first French one. The first
turned out to deal with adventure,
the French with love. While the tale
is probably purely apocryphal, it is
undeniably true that there has ex-
isted in Franco since the eighteenth
century a school of fiction that has
specialized in psychological studios
of aspects of what for lack of a bet-
tor word in English con only bo
termed I'amour, while English and
American fiction primarily concerns
itself with action. Probably one of
the greatest and most illustrious
writers of this Gallic school was the
late Colette.

Paul Bodin's story concerns a hus-
band's relationship with his wile
and mistress. Feeling middle age
encroaching upon him, ho finds him-
self increasingly dissatisfied with
his relationships with either of them.
Trying to find some sort of compen-
sation for his general fooling of
having missed something in life, he
dreams of what it would be like if
all three of them were to live to-
gether.

The two women reluctantly con-
sent to ma-ke the ottempt, and
achieve on uneasy relationship with
lesbian overtones. Eventually the
whole project foils through cmd al-
most ends in a neor-tragedy, with

T

nothing really having been solved.

Apart from the first throe chapters,
which essentially consist of scene-
sotting, this is a highly interesting
and absorbing work. The most re-
markable thing about .it for the
Anglo-Saxon reader is the writer’s
extraordinary detachment in telling
it. There is no sense whatsoever of
moral issues, shocked disapproval, or
salacious sensationalism. While the
physical aspects of the three's scX
ual relationship as a group are de-
scribed, there is no undue stress
upon the matter. The main concern
first, lost, and always, is simply to
depict what the inner, psychological
life of three such persons finding
themselves involved in such a sit-
uation would be. Reading such a
book drives home the truth of Al-
bert Ellis's statement that Americans
con oiily contemplate sexual matters
under a microscope or in the form
of smut, with no happy medium
between.

LOVELIEST OF FRIENDS by G.
ShoRa Donistborpe. Boikloy Publish-
ing Corp, 25 cents. Reviewed by lack
Paniah.

Audrey Desmond is in her little
home. She and her husband are
quite thoroughly happy in their ovm
little way, with their little circle of
special friends, their little trips to
the country, and their little visits to
the theater, concerts, and museums.

A female deviant appears on the
scene. She is fascinatingly danger-
ous and completely charming. She
bluntly tolls Audrey she intends to
seduce her, and proceeds to attempt
to do so. ‘The latter is at first shocked,
then interested, and then succumbs.
She feels doejdy sorry for her hus-
bomd but experiences such a de-
liium of unparalleled ecstosies in
the new relationship that he pres-
ently ceases to exist for her.

The homophile's heart unfortu*

T

notely, is giyen elsewhere, to'some-
one in another country. Conse-
quently, as she tells Audrey many
times, no one else can be any more
than a passing incident in her life.
Eventuedly she-becomes injVolved
with a former inamorata as well as
keeping on with Audrey. A compli-
cated intrigue develops, with Au-
drey abruptly finding herself Uirown
out into the cold. She attempts to
commit suicide, but is brought back
by medical aid, just when she was
on the brink of passing on.

Such in brief, is this little epic.
While Miss Donisthorpe is essentially
accurate in her view that there ore
feminine as well as masculine Don
Juans who rationalize their desertions
on the grounds of a one true love
who is inaccessible, her heterophiles
ore all wholly good and her homo-
philes all wholly bad. Her writing
has the slicknoss usually only to be
found in thoroughly experienced pro-
fessional pulp writers. That taken in-
to conjunction with the tone of shrilly
vituperative hysteria running through
the entire story irresistibly create the
mental picture of some generally
heterophile writer of popular fiction,
who having been seduced and de-
serted by a homophile, is now try-
ing to take out her lrustrated spite
on the entire breed.

A THRSTY Bh. by Gore WdalL
Seven Short Stories. New York. The
Zero Press. 1956. Reviewed by G»g-
gory Trent

The younger a writer is when he
is hailed as "promising”, the more
carping and waspish the critics be-
come as they watch that promise
approach fulfillment. Gore Vidals
"Williwaw" appeared when he was
only nineteen—to acclaim tfi*t ap-
pears, on sober reflection, to hove
been rather too lavish. Critich are
often thrown off balance by a young-

ster's having written a novel so that,
like the elephant's waltzing, the fact
is praised far oftener than the actual
quality of the performance. As a re-
action to having given too fulsome
praise, successive Vidal volumes
have often been underrated, criti-
cized for not beteg what the ~viewer
wanted, instead of evaluated on their
own merits. For my part, | hove al-
ways enjoyed every book that he has
written, but found each of them
somewhat this side of perfection.

The same can be said for "A
Thirsty Evil".

Any volume ol short stories must
be viewed differently than a novel in
both purpose and success. The tales
that make it up rarely designed
to be read as a unit. Furthermore
they are usually products of different
periods of the artist's development.
Their format style and technique may
legitimately vary more markedly
than sections of a novel—and do
so to advantage. Each must be
weighed as a single entity yet one
that is a loosely connected port
of a larger whole.

"A Thirsty Evil" is a slim volume,
for it contains but seven stories. None
is a failure, though one, "The Robin"
(1950), is so extremely slight that it
is of little importance. But neither is
there an undisputed masterpiece in
the lot—at least to the extent that it
will stand up under repeated read-
ings as the truly great story does."
Nor should we expect that Vidal at
29 would have achieved such stat-
ure. He is, nevertheless, on impor-
tant writer who is growing and de-
veloping steadily.

Two basic threads have run
through most of his work—a concern
with homosexuality and a vein of
mysticism that frequently borders
on the macabre. The two are not
linked." in any single story here
though both themes ore present in
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the book. Three of the stories ore
of primary interest as Homosexual
tgigs.

"'ThrsN=-5trategem?" ~1950) is
based on the most casual Ofievents—
a calculated meeting between a
young man and an older one. The
modern homosexual mating ritual
is ploy5">@Mtr-ir> almost formally
stylized paiierfis. But,the ceremony
is broken when an unforeseen ele-
ment crops up. In symbolic form Vi-
dal is summing up the all too fre-
guent course af events: the anticipxj-
tion of the fulfillment of:a dream that
is shattered when an unforeseen ele-
ment appears from the other person.
The story will not be widely liked,
but it is important in focusing atten-
tion on one of the main problems
Vidal has in all his writing. The
story is told in three sections; the
first two are excellent, particularly
in the cool detachment of the writ-
wing which makes reality vivid to the
reader by the stirring of underlying
emotions within  him but without
-any trace of "emotional writing." This
has always been one of Vidal s most
valuable assets. In the very short
final section, however, the story be-
gins to fall apart. The same thing
happened to a more marked degree
in ‘The Judgment of Paris", where
the Juno section of that novel was
brilliant, but the succeeding Venus
and Minerva sections were more
labored, less spontaneous; as a re-
sult, the self-consciousness and
forced quality of the writing quickly
alienated the reader.

"The Zenner Trophy" (1950) is a
remarkable study of a youthful ho-
mosexual who is maturely adjusted
to his emotional make-up. By con-
trast the adult schoolmasters ore in-
secure hesitant anxious individuals
—far less adult than the boy in their
charge. The story will delight those
who are unafraid of the idea of
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homosexuality, but it will irritate
others—pprhaps even frighten those
who are urgently fighting their own
homosexualism.

"Pages from an Abandoned Jour-
nal™ (1956) is the most mature of this
set of three stories. Scattered entries
in a diary over a period of five years
record the Journey from sideline ob-
servation 6< Ariierican homosexuals
in Europe, Jo full membership in the
Fire Island — Third Avenue antique
shop axis of the homosexual world.

Only in "The Zenner Trophy" does
Vidal ovoid the undercurrent of anti-
homosevual emotion which runs
through much of his writing on this
th?me. There is certainly much in
Homosexual life as we know it to-
day that, can be censured, if for no
o\her reason than that it prevents
the individual from achie>ing his
full growth, realizing his fuB poten-
tial, and reaping the fruits of full
satisfaction from his life. Yet, too
often, Vidal appears to condemn the
individual character for his homo-
sexuality, rather than merely point-
ing out the fruitlessness of what he
does with it. Up to this point in his
career, he has been a viewer and
reporter, not a thinker or an explain-
er. "Pages from on Abandoned Jour-
nal," however, points to the prob-
ability that he is moving in the latter
direction. Explanation remains im-
plied rather than being explicit; that,
of course, is as it should be, for only
the ineffectual fiction writer develops
a character by proclamation.

Let us hope that one day he will
write more fully about a counterpart
of the Flynn boy in “The Zenner
Trophy,” so that we will know how
his unusual maturity of outlook was
achieved. When' he does, that Vidal
book will achieve the “promise"
that was predicted for him at the be-
ginning of his career.

miallaMn. REV'EW

MME 3'nJDIES OF SEX
DEVIATION URGED BY
USGR. IN LOS ANGELES

More penetrating studies by
" all groups—ehurch, civic and
, governmental—of sex devla-
tlon was urged here yesterday
by the Very rev, Paul Kevin
Meagher, O.P.,, regent of
studies of the Dominican
Order on the West Coast. He
1declared:

«It Is a worldwide social
problem. We in the church
must look at it from the
moralist viewpoint and not
from the standpoint of law.”

But, he added, it is a fact

that in some countries where
penalties are not as severe
as here or in England,
there seems to be no greater
problem.

He said etetributive pe-
nalties are not of much use
as far as rehabilitation is
concerned.”

THE TENDER TRAP
(Continued froa page 11}
key personnel or those duo to be pro-
moted into key positions. There h”o
been reported instances of moibls
investigations' in the movie industry.

The intelligonoo services of the
marmed forces conduct such investi-
gative activity. The some is true of
various police agencies. The latter
are seeking criminal prosecution and
con'viction. This may also be the
case in the armed forces. Even
though a conviction is not sought or
obtained, any such investigation con
result in thé dismissal of a person
from his job under circumstances
that at worst may ruin his career.
AH Investigations of this sort have
some things in common. One of these
is that a dossier is usually compiled
using only facts which may be turn-
ed up in a routine way, but also

unfounded and anonymous accusa-
tions often motivated by spite.

Much of such information may be
untrue or consist of items which
cannot be proved. Nevertheless they
may constitute an official or com-
pany record. There hove been cases
reported whore such investigative
ictivity has led to mental illness,
psychosis and attempted suicide on
the port of the "hunted".

Such investigations in the armed
forces may lead to both conviction
and penal servitude os well as an
undesirable discharge which will
make it very difficult for the Indi-
vidual to become gainfully em-
ployed.

For the average homosexual in
cmlion life the greatest danger is
being entrapped by agents of some
municipal vice-squad. Anyone "play-
ing the field" must reckon with
"hustlers”., thieves, blackmailers, ir-
ate heterosexuals, and the agent
provacateur. The last has a proto-
type in the religion professed if not
practiced by two-thirds of US. so-
ciety. That prototype is Satan, “the
father of lies and deceit”. Where the
others may wish to rob and damage
the homosexual, the agent ptovaca-
teur is out to convict him as a felon.
Obviously the last is the most dang-
erous of all and the most to be feared
and avoided.

It is one purpose of this series to
present a straight reporting of the
experience of an entrapped homo-
sexual, though t"at is for the future.
As a preliminary to that presenta-
tion a brief exposition of the nature
and activity of some law enforce-
ment agents will be made here.

It should be made clear, however,
that oil police departments do no!
necessarily employ " entrapment
practices. Furthermore, it should be
recognized that in some localities
—principally certain metropolitan



areas—even state agencies, such as
liquor control departments — have
been granted police powers as con-
cerns ba.-s and taverns, and may em-
ploy agent provocateur techniques.

In a homosexual entrapment the
situation is reduced to the fact that
a homosexual has unwittingly ap-
proached a member of a vice-squad,
or other officer, from a municipal
police department. The officer is in-
variably out of uniform and is pas-
sively or otherwise acting as an
agent provacateur. .When on ap-
proach of this sort actually results
in anything that con be construed
as a sexual invitation on arrest is
usually made. Most often such of-
ficers are found in and around bus
and railway terminals, public parks
and rest rooms, burlesque and movie
houses, and taverns and cocktail
lounges, particularly those which
may hove the reputation of catering
to homosexual trade. It is possible
that an officer may offer an individ-
ual a lift in a car as was the case
with one person known to the wri-
ter. Their methods may vary, but it
is safe to say that anyone may run
across one in almost any public
place. Vice-squads have been known
to execute raids on private social
gatherings when they have received
a "tip-off".

Primarily, a vice squad is orga-
nized to combat and control orga-
nized and commercialized vice. That
usually means prostitution, gam-
bling and narcotics and liquor con-
trol. Such crimes are known as mala
in se (evil in themselves). The laws
relating to these crimes are elcdsorate
in the interest of abating such nui-
sances. Theoretically, public admin-
istration stipulates that such Iqv en-
forcement agencies may not com-
promise with commercialized vice,
yet it is a matter of record that they
often do. Officers assigned to such
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work are more frequently tempted by
graft and subversive influence than
in any other phase of police work.
That many succumb is a matter of
record. That many are never caught
is quite probable. Vice officers are
specialists os to the methods of vice
trade and the identity and hcttmts of
people engaged in that trade. Such
,a department df the municipal po-
lice may and often does keep special
files, "niere certainly have been
cases where suspected homosexuals
have in one way or another acquired
a dossier in such files even in the
absence of any conviction and at
timefs in the absence of formal arrest
or booking.

Crime and vice in this country
are problems which reach greater
proportion every year. Regardless of
the reasons for that, it is a recognized
fact. It is perhaps unfair, then, to
castigate our often overworked po-
lice upon whom we depend for p
tection in a very defective society®

On the other hand, there is nq
homosexual who tries to live a moral
life in the face of great odds who is
going to' classify himself as a felon
when his only crime is living with
a beloved partner. Nor is there any
homosexual who will condemn him-
self too much for casual fornication
while living in a single state when
he realizes that his heterosexual
brothers do the some thing even
though in a somewhat different
manner.

The writer refuses to condemn two
valued friends as criminals because
if only for a brief time they found
in each other what neither has so for
been able to find in a girl.

With these thoughte in mind, may
we approach an actual case of po-
lice entrapment of a homosexual who
in actuality is a genuine and rather
moral individual?

(To be continued)
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If/ien i/iey first hear of the Mattachine Society,
lota of people-*ak that question. Some of them think
we have a large organization with unlimited funds and
an avowed purpose of defending everyone caught in the
web of the law. Such is not the case. The organiza-
tion is very small, and it has nomoney to fight legal
battles.

But a public service more far-reaching heads the
program of Mattachine. Education of the public about
the 'true aspects of human behavior, creating an under-
standing for those persona whose behavior may vary
from accepted standards and yet cause no real social
harm, and to advocate a code of proper conduct for
everyone to follow— these are the principle aims of
Mattachine. By aiding recognized research experts,
through public discussion groups, and in publications
ouch as Mattachine Review, we hope to make progress
toward these goals. WU can help, YOUcan benefit.

AVD ¥HIT has MAMCEDB DO»? Read the story
of Mattachine s progress in accoi”lishing ilts
program in this issue—see page 19. For add-
itional information about the Society, write
to the Board of Directors, Mattachine Society
Inc., 698 Mission Street, San Francisco 5.

illattachine 3o0detg, Inc.
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