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HOMOSEXUALITY IN BOISE. . . .I
" LET^S GET A T  THE CAUSES 1

A recent homosexual acatidal rocked B oise, Idaho, when i t  
waa d isc lo sed  that several adult males had c a m itte d  i l le g a l  
acta w ith young men and youths, a number o f whom were under 
21 y e a rs lo f age. Indictments follamed s w if t ly  a f te r  the d i s 
closure, and a t  the ensuing tr ia ls ,  j a i l  and priscft sentences 
were meted out--an ahswer, perhaps, for an enraged pu b lic , but 
unfortunately no cure for the men involved.

Dr. John L.Butler, i f  the Idaho Departsient o f  Mental Health, 
wM quoted mTIM  maiasine concerning the t r ia ls .  The follow 
ing l e t t e r  whs w r it t  in to  him by the chairsian of the Mattaehine 
S o cie ty , We b e lieve  i t  speaks for i t s e l f :  Idaho and the U. S. 
need to  d ir e c t the ir  a tten tio n  to  the cause rather than the 
symptoms. The letter^ is  .quoted Here in full:tr e e  

•: \ ;Dear Dr. ft it le r :  hare recen tly  read the a r t ic le s  in  7/JC 
magazine regarding t l«  "shocking! homosexual scandal" in  Bbise. 
You were quoted as hi ving opposed the prison term  imposed by 
the Court .and suggesting that hoLosexuals might be allowed to  
"form th e ir  own so c ie ty  and be l e f t  alone."

T cer ta in ly  agree w ith you that punishment of the in d iv id -  
U8 i 3 . involved i s  goir^ to  so lve n e ith er  the'ir problem nor the 
pu:t>i::m bf the coOmiipIty. However, 1 p rotest |Che a ttitu d e  
that homosexuals be permitted to  separate themselves from the 
conmunity and form a so c ie ty  o f th e ir  own. Homosexuals do not 
d esire  th is ,  nor i i l l j  they b en efit  from i t .  S ociety  may be
l ie v e  that a p rob lesi--its  problefi—j|S solved by the "out of

doctor, I*m sure you agree
"symptoms^

s ig h t , out o f  mind" method. As 
(hiowever, that such action  is  ^ r e l y  f ig h tin g  the 
and not the " il ln e s s ."  It^ Is tiiM that a l l  o f us —homosexual 
and heterosexual—face up to  thisjproblem  and tr e a t the causes

A much sounder and more.beneficial approach, i t  seems, would 
be to  s e t  up an unbiased coaaission  o f persons from the medi
c a l , r e lig io u s , le g a l, and educational and other p rofession a l 
fields which have an in te r e s t  in  th is  su b jec t. 1 r e a liz e  that 
a t the present time, when the community is  in  such an emotional 
é ta te , i t  is  probably im possible to  find p ro fession a l people 
who would look a t  the problem o b je c tiv e ly  and be w il l in g  to  
p u b lic ly  do so . It might be even b e tte r  to  go outside o f the 
s ta te  to  find  such persons, but u n t il  such a cosmiission with  
consainity support can be o r a n iz e d  to  make recomimndations for  
the w elfare o f  a l l ,  a i l  w i l l  su ffe r .

In c r i t i c i z iM  you, 1 am a lso  c r i t ic iz in g  Judge Young for  
>his s t t i tu d e . Who can deny that each one o f us has an o b l i -

(Continued on page 30) mrUtaeklntn0
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“ Effeminate men wearing make- 
up and using scent áre objection- 
able to everyone. '

“ The existence of practising 
homesexuaU in the ^ u r c ^  Par
liament, Civil Service, Porws, 
Press, radio, stage, and other 
institutions constitutes a  special 
problem." j

The doctors stress the danger 
that perverts in positions of 
authority may ^¿ive pref^ n hal 
treatment to other homosexuals 
and may be open to blackmail.

In fairness tne doctors point out 
that many homosexuals do noUi- 
ing reprehensible because they 
control their desires.

Nevertheless ihedical opmion is 
strongly opposed to.any relaxation 
of the view that homosexuality is 
loathsome. Emphasis is put on 
the dangers of the corruption pf 
young boys.

"The real safeguard against 
homosexual activity Is public 
opinion, and meesures to premióte 
a  healthy attitude towards sex 
should be promoted by all possible 
means." they advise.

The report urges much more 
careful selection of school-



masters. Scoutmasters, and other 
youth leaders.
The experts are against send

ing convicted homosexuals to 
ordinary prisons.

Instead they recommend the 
setting up of teams of doctors 
and religious workers for the 
treatment and reformation of 
homosexuals in special centres/ 

Incorrigible offenders should 
be kept under control like lunar 
tics because they are a public 
danger, they urge.

A special committee of women 
doctors called in by the panel 
urged that there Is no case for 
legal actidn against female 
bomosexuais.

Police .figures given in the 
report show that prostitution has 
also increased alarmingly.

The doctors believe this is partly 
due to highly suggestive films and 
pictures m certain newspapers, on 
hoardings and in the Undeiiground.

They recommend an all-out 
campaign to drive prostitutes 
Off the streets with bigger fines 
for soliciting and reform schools 
for young girls starting on a 
life of vice.

\The panel included Dr. Ronald 
CMbson, assistant medical ofDcer 
ofVWlnchester Prison, who was the 
chairm an; P r o f e s s o r  John 
Glaister, Professor of Forensic 
Medicine, Glasgow University; 
Dr. Doris Odium, a psychiatrist; 
Dr. T. P. Reesi medical director 
of the Croydon Mental Health 
Clinic: and Dr. R. D. Summers, 
Metropolitan Police surgeon.
The committee of women which 

gave special advice Included Miss 
Letitia Fairfield, doctor-barrister; 
Dr. Joan Malleson, of University 

, College Hospital; and Dr. Alber- 
tine Winner, senior medical Officer, 
Ministry of Health. . ‘

Homoaexualitv and Prostitu
tion (2s. 6d.),

In the A pril issu e  o f  the REVIEW, Author Lyn ftd erscn  w i l l  
trace the homosexual s itu a tio n  in England through the past 
live years, and bring headers up to  date on the findings o f\  
a B r itish  Royal G nW ission, the Anglican Church and the na
t io n a l medicali^ so c ie ty . ^QN’ T MISS THIS REPORTl

4
o .3rd Annual Convention

Advance tentative pro^am  for the 
3rd Annual Conventjod' oi the Matta- 
chine Society, Ino, to be held May 
11-13. 1956. at San Francisco, has 
been released by tbe Convention 
Committee oi the Son Francisco Area 
CoundL

li will feature two days of pro
gram events for the convention peep
er, and be preceded by an oVening 
reception.

Here is the schedule of events 
thus for set up by tbe committee:

nUDAXMAY 11 
8:00 pun. Reception

' SATURDAY. MAY 12 
9:00 a jn . Breakfast 

11:00 ajn. Registration 
1:00 p.m. Coll to order: Welcome 
1:15 pjn. Chairman's Addisss 
1:45 p.m. Lectures and 

Discussion')
4:30 pan. End oi First Session 
6:30 pan. CocktaUs 
7:30 P-m. Banquet

f  SUNDAY, MAY 13 
10:00 aaiu Writers' Seminar 
1:00 pan. Second Sesoien

Business Meeting^
4:00 pan. Adjournment
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KINSEY

r e p o r t

)  b y

Richard E. Lentz

>
DR. ALFRED C. KINSEY leated 8,000 “hu

man fem alo'' in Ihf witneji c h w , putting to 
each one on the average 300 qucstxms about her 
lexual behavior. A careful record of replie* was 
made in code. The Kiniey report of Sexuai 
Bfhovior in th t Human Ptfrudt contains prin» 
ripally the tabuUtioni and interpretatiom of the 
tesponse* of 5,940 of the individuah queitiooed. 
In this report is d a tt from vrhite women only. 
None of them is from the prison popubtiaa. 
None was a prostitute.

Much of the controveriy over the Kinsey re
port concerns: (1) the reliability of its informa
tion, and (2) the extent to which it may be le - ' 
gardcd as typical of all American women. Can 
persons accurately recall sexual experiences after 
a decade or more? Will they honestly report 
what they remember? Ate 5,940 case histories 
a representative sample for this research? Per
haps each reader will form his own coocluiioiis.

Many comrrrents have been made about the 
Kinsey report by persons svho have not read the 
recently‘pubfishesLjtechnical volume on Sexual 
Brhavinr in m r Human ftm a it.  The vast naa- 
jority of the American people are not prepared 
rrrmtionally or ^ucationally to interpret for 
themselves the s^ ifican ce  of social icience re
search in the field of sexual behasrior. They will 
need to know what Dr. Kinsey and his associates 
actually say hefore they ran appraise the value 
of the study for them personally or professionally. 
To shout hysterically, “Shocking! Revtdting!” is

This ar t ic le ^ o r ig in a l ly  
published in the lOTBE- 
NATIONAL JODRlftL OF 
HiLIGIOUS EDUCATION, and 
reprin ted  as a jfo lder by 
the D ivision  o f C hristian  
Education o f the N ational. 
Council o f the Churches 
of C hrist in  the U.S.A., 
Chicago, is  s ig n ific a n t  
because i t  points up S 
recognition of hwmn sex~ 
u a lity  as a n a tter which 
C hristian  churches must 
con sider. This consid
era tio n , i t  is  explained, 
must bring in to  the open 
what nany Bible readers 
have long suspected.

as unwarranted by the facts as the exclamation, 
“At last! A rationale for free love!"

What then are some of the major t onclusions 
irresented in the 1953 progress report in sex re
search? Perhaps it is natural that the moat dis
cussed part/of the Kinsey report should be the 
statistical Summaries of various types of female 
sexual behavior, although this information finally 
may not prove to be the most significant aspect 
of the study. Are these "revelations” so eagerly 
sought by many because, as one man put it, 
“We want to see if the ssrqmen are as bad as 
the men” ? -

What dors Dr. Kinsey report?
Twenty-seven per cent of the 5,940 women 

interviewed recalled specific experiences in svhich 
they had been sexually aroused prior to adoles
cence (12-13 years of age;’according to Kinsey), 
but only half of these had actuallyacSthed sex
ual climax. Self-induced'erotic exKrience, less 
frequent among girls than boys, be& ne steadily 
more common as a type of senu l behavior among 
the women, reaching a  maximum of 54 per cent 
for single women 36-40 years of age.

The uniqueness of premarital petting in 
America is not its prevalehce nor its mediods 
but the frankness with which it: is accepted by 
modern American youth. About 90 per cent of 
the individaalt interviewed by t> r^K |n tey  re-

recaied

relatixu.

tie

ported premaritti petting experience, 
per cent of the women, however, re< 
ting to sexual climax. Nearly 50 per cent 
women answered "Yes" to having hat 
intercourse before marriage. Most expies 
regret." Perhaps thb is explained in par ; 
fact that 46 per cent of the women havin [ 
intercourse M o re  marriage had limited 
dvity to include only their fiance.

Regarding marriage, several tumms 
important Two out erf three of die n 
covered by the interviews had on occ 
least run into serious disagreement ove' 
relations. Thiee-foutths of the divorcees 
■nious disagreement over sexual relat 
describing their conduct in marriage, 26 
of the married women told of hasrii^ en 
extra-marital sexual ii^tercouiie. ExUih  
petting was more common. These figure) 
relatively larger when it is noted that t 
age length of the marriage involved was 
years. The highest percentage df extn 
activity was reported by married women 
“mid-thirties and early forties.”

By the age of 30, a few more than 
the 6,000 women had had physical con 
other females, which was deliberately 
sdously at least on the part of one of 
ners intended to be sexual. As could be 
this activity was limited mainly to the 
formerly married women. Twenty-five 
of this group between the ages of 35 a: 
ported having engaged in such activity 
time.

Mote important than the numerical 
just summarized—and admittedly there 
important—are several other aspects of 
search in human behavior. The study i 
resents a serious attempt to get actual 
vital area of human experience not us 
to investigation. On almost every page 
intimations of the, radical adjustmen 
standards and education that may ultioijal 
velop as the sexual needs of petsoiu 
realistScally by our culture. Is lu 
physically or psychologically harmful?^ 
marital petting oc/and premarital i  
decrease or increase a  couple’s chances 
tal accord? What is the desirable single :

1 aid  lor both men and women? When do 
first become in te r e s t  in sex? What 
ments of satisfying sexual experience 
U ad of marriage best providm for it? 
some of the questions in which men 
state their sex problems today.
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derstand their needs and their capacities. They 
cannot be satisfied with ignorance, superstition, 
or tuimisr. They want the truth about them
selves. Church leaden must welcome this quest 
for self-understanding and for truth. They will 
seek to expand thdiifoncept of truth to include 
manylfacton not coraidered at all in such ap
proaches as the Kinsey study. .

The title: Sexual Behavior in the Human 
PemaU is an example of the limited concepts 
behind the Kinsey studies. For the purpose of 
their research undentandably the staff of the 
Institute of Sex Research adopted certain basic 
assumptions to he used in the investigations. 
They decided to study behavior. They deter
mined to approach the persons whom they would 
interview as kamaa females.

Several chapters begin with a discussion of 
mammals in general, then turn to a consideration 
of the human female. This scientific approach 
has cemtributed much to the understanding of 
the physical aspects of human existence. But the 
human personality and the relationships between 
men and women involve many additional ele
ments that lie beyond die Kinsey investigations. 
4 t  is roan's difference from other animals and 
not hii IDteness to them which makes him hu
man. Motives and attitudes behind behavior are 
Mten more significant than the overt act. The 
moral and spiritual meaning of activity to the 
actor and society are an important part of the 
truth to be recognized in any realistic sex stand
ard.

A biologist should not be critieixed for failing 
to consider the “upper limiti” of human per
sonality: that is the special reapoosibility of re
ligion. The pubBcitioo of the Kinsey report 
ehaUenges us to interpret sex in terms of the 
whola man a  a child of God.

ftople now recognin that the sexual aspects 
of their nature are integral to life. The Church 
must lead them to see that the sexual aspects 
of their life are God created, too. The purpore« 
of God in creation are revealed to a  considerable 
extent in the yearnings <rf men. Dogma alorw 

twill not satisfy modem men and women in deal
ing with their sexual yearning. "God made male 
and female! God made me as I am! Why did 
He make me feel this way fifteen years before 
I can ^  anything about it?" These are the an
guished words of a conscientious young Oiristian!

TesMfa the <3irisdan use of sex
There are thousands of earnest men and 

vnimen in tise churches who ask for constructive 
guidance in discovering the Christian use of the 
power of sex in their lives. At present the 
Church, except in a few isolated cases, is un
prepared to help them ., P a r ^  by the Kinsey



report, but mostly by the needs of píen, the,best 
minds of the Church need to be Challenged to 
this search for the will of God.

This is not an exclusive assignment for spe
cialists only. The church school teacher and the 
Christian parent cannot avoid the subject of sex. 
‘rheir attitude toward that i-subject more than 
any specific infonhajicin which they may provide 
becomes the fo r^ tiv e  influence in the life of 
children. One' of the startling disclosures of 
Dr. Kinsey’s interviesvs was the number of women 
«ho named the Bible as their first source of sex 
information. When we give the Bible to children 
and young people, we place in theii’ hands some 
very confusing sex Information! Dr. Kinsey's 
findings have brought out into the open what 
many Bible readers privately have suspected. 
Now Bible teachers vvill need to be prepared' to 
explain sexual behavior in biblical males and 
females! \ n  there portions of the Bible that 
ought not be made available to children? Is the 
development of Cluistian character advanced 
or retarded by reading the /enfied Bible from 
“cover to cover?"

— 'F ocus of attention upon these (jroblems will 
create another opportunity for stressing the his
torical approach to Bible study. A historical in
terpretation of the Bible not only enables us to 
deal with undesirable sexual behavior in the

Bible, but it provides the basis for rejecting pro
posals of similar sesnial behavior for our time.

The quesdoos asked by Dr. Kinsey concerned 
individual behavior, but by its very nature, sex 
is social, involving a person’s need of and de
pendence upon others. A “realistic sex standard” 
must always consider inter-personal relationships: 
it cannot be based solely or mainly upon indi
vidual wishes or needs. The wide publicity given 
the Kinsey report will stimulate much discussion 
of the sextud relatiom^ip between men and 
women. Could there be a better opportunity to 
interpret Christian lovg in terms of the intimate 
relationships of men ahd women? Recent books 
iby Dr. Paul E/Johnson, Dr. Derrick Bailey, Dr. 
Seward Hilmer, and others are very helpful. 
However, every Christian shares in this creative 
challenge as he forms friendships, dates his girl 
friend, marries and becomes a  parent

The Kinsey report will take its place in the 
long search of man for a  fuller understanding of 
himself. In this quest, true religion has never 
'suffered. The Kinsey report includes informa- 
!tion directly useful to the Church in planning 
helpful services. Its greatest service, however, 
may well be the development it makes necessary 
in Christian thought and growth. In this sense 
it is a challenge to be welcomed.
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Some Myths About 
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B y P aul W. Ta ppa n , P h .D s, Jub . Sc.D.-
Prof^sor of Sociology and Lecturer in Law,

*
New York Vniverrity
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sexhality in our courts). It has been carefully 
estimated by Dr, Alfred Kinsey that not more 
than 5 percent of ou r convicted sex offenders are 
of a dangerous varie;y, exercising force or injury 
upon a victim. Crime reports support this finding. 
Homicide associated with sex crimes is unusual.

There is no possible doubt about the prevalence 
of sexual deviation in the population. This is some
thing quite different, however, from the “vicious 
sex murderers” coii monly portrayed who, for
tunately, are far less frequent,in incidence than 
any of the categonds of serious  ̂ criminals who 
plague the states. T ie late Professor Edwin H. 
Sutherland attempted to evaluate the significance 
of atrocious sex crines as measured by the prev
alence of rape.murders. The data he drew are of 
particular interest in revealing that the public has 
beOT misled in the notion that murder is commonly 
committed by “sex fiends.” When the sex offender 
does commit homicide, it is very often a panic re
action of one who fears discovery rather than an 
expression of sexuality as such.

2. That the victims of sex c^tack are “ruined 
for life."—It sometinles appiears that the relatives 
and friends of the victim are attempting to assure 
that the molested child or woman will indeed be 
ruined. And in some instances the individual does 
carry psychic scars after such an experience. 
Characteristically the damage is done far more, 
however, by the well-intentioned Msociates ô  the 
victim or by public authorities than by the ag
gressor. This is not to con<fene the offense, but 
merely to emphasize that its implicit danger has 
been grossly exaggerated and that the possible 

, traumatizing of the individual is almost always a 
product of cultural and individual responses to the 
experience rather than because of the intrinsic 
emotional value of that experience itself.

Certain it is from the evidence in other societies 
that such experiences as rape, “carnal abuse,” 
defloration, incest, homosexuality, or “indecent” 
exposure do not have the effects that are expected
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usually occupies the idg^hteenth W twentieth place 
on the list, with “othsr sex offenses” ranking one 

I or two places higher. Moreover, in most instances 
of recidivists arrested for sex offeitses, the prior 
convictions were not for sex crimes/'

Federal data are borne out in the 'more detailed 
information prepared for the Report of the 
Mayor’s Committee for the Study of Sex Offenses 
in New York City, on the felonious offenders con
victed in the, county courts there during the years 
1930-1939. "^hat study concludes that most of
fenders charged with sex felonies are without 
prior police records and that ;toiiyicted sex of
fenders are less inclined to have'had police records 
than other types of felons. Sixty-One percent, or 
2,001 out of 3,295 convicted sex offenders, had no 
criminal records, as against 35 -percent for all 
other types of felons. It was found that the re
cidivist sex offenders led in abduction (52 per
cent), whereas the recidivist rate for statutory 
rape was considerably less (34 percent). More
over, the youthful Vage of a high percentage of 
those convicted for statutory rape and sodomy, 
along with their relatively low recidivist rates, led 
the Committee to the conclusion that these were 
“transitory episodes in the life of a considerable 
number of gex offenders.”

Even more significant was the finding eif the 
study that sex offenders who had prior records of 
sex crimes represented only 9 percent of the total 
of 3,295 offenders studied.

The New York data on prior arrests were sup
ported by a further study of the postconviction 
careers of 555 offenders convicted of sex crimes in 
1930. It was discovered that only one-third of 
these had reappeared in a police lineup di^ring the 
ensuing 12 years, “convincing proof that sex 
crime is not habitual behavior with the majority 
of sex offenders.” Moreover, among the 191 of
fenders who were rearrested, only one-fifth were 
again aryested for sex crimes: 93 percent of these 
555 offenders avoided further sex crimes ^uring 
the 12-year ’ period; only 7 percent reverted.
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ALBERT ELUS, PH. D.
the use of PSYCHOTHERAPY with

homosexuals
íÍraPGYCHOTKERAPY 

j Albert Ellis, Ph, D.
'WiRTUALLY NOWHERE in the 

’ e-ttensiye literature on homo
sexuality is to be found an account 

i of the treatment of a sizeable number
I

of homosexuals with’ psychotherapy. 
Accordingly, the writer began in 1951 
to keep detailed records on all in
dividuals with severe homosexual 
problems who were seen in his pri
vate practice in New York City. A 
report on some of th^ data gathered 
in this connection will soon be pub
lished in a professional journal; in 
the meantime, a summary of this re
port will now,be given.

During the years 1951 to 1955, 
largely because of my publications on 
homosexuality cmd my known symp
athetic attitudes toward inverts, 1 
sow 53 individuals (41 males and 12 
females) who had distinct homosex
ual problems and who came for psy-' 
chotherapy mainly because of their 
homosexuality. Of these, 40 patients 
were seen for five or- more sessions; 
29 for ten or more sessions; and 7 for 
more than 50 ^sions.

In seeing the 40 individuals who 
were seen for five or more sessions, 
an active form of psychoanalytically 
oriented phychotherapy wa.? em
ployed, with the goal being as I have 
previously pointed out ti. 2, 3, 4j not 
one of trying to get the patient to

forego ALX homosexual activities, but 
to eriable him to overcome the EX
CLUSIVENESS, the FEAR, the FETI- 
CHISTIC nXATION, or the OBSES- 
SIVE-COMPULSIVENESS which pre
vents him from having satisfactory 
heterosexual contocts. The 40 homo
sexuals seen for psychotherapy, 
therefore, were considered to be dis
tinctly or coitsiderably improved 
when, during the course of fherap^, 
they began to lose their fears of the 
other sex and fully to enjoy and be 
effective in heterosexual relations.

The patients seen were largely 
young people: 18 being under 25 
years; 19. between 26 and 35; and 3 
over 36 years. Thirty-one of the pa
tients were single; 5 married, 4 di
vorced or separated. One had a 
grade school education; 10 were on 
the high school level; 23 had some 
college training: 6 had graduate 
work.

Of the 40 patients who were seen 
for five or more sessions of psycho
therapy, 28 were males and 12 fe
males. Of the 28 moles, 11 were 
found to show considerable improve
ment in their heterosexual relations, 
7 to show distinct improvement, and 
10 to show little or no improvement. 
Of the 12 females, 8 were found to 
show considerable improvement and 
3 distinct improvement.

The female patients, when cOm

pared to the males, were founc to be 
not as educationally advonc îd, to 
have had more previous heterosex
ual activity, and to be more de sirous 
of making a  better heterosexual ad
justment. These differences d.d not 
prove to be statistically significant. 
At the same time, the female patents 
were found to be more improved as 
a  result of treatment, to bej more 
often married or divorced, and to 
be more seriously emotionally dis
turbed; and these differences did 
prove to be statistically significant.

Other relationships suggested by 
the data, but not proving statistically 
significcjint, were these: The better 
educated males seemed to iihprove 
more while being treated; the less 
disturbed males were more improved 
but the more disturbed femalels were 
more improved with treatment; indiv
iduals ■who had engaged in lithe or 
no heterosexual activity prior to 
treatment were more improved while 
undergoing psychotherapy; and the 
greater the length of the tre<rtment, 
the more the tendency of the p atients 
to improve in the course of it.

The one relationship that proved 
to be highly significant was that be
tween the p a t i e n t s  desfres to 
achieve heterosexual adjustment 
and their benefitting from jisycho- 
theraphy. Those wiio entered tfieropy 
with little or moderate desire t^ over
come their, homosexual problems 
(but who came, instead, mainly to 
work on other probleiñs or to relieve 
their guilt over being homosexual) 
made some strides toward hetero
sexuality in 50 percent and consider
able , strides in 15 percent of the 
cases. Those ¡who come to therapy 
with a considerable desire to sur
mount their homosexual problems 
became somewhat more heterosex
ual in 100 percent and considerably | 
more heterosexual in 80 percent of 
the cases.

The fact that there was such a 
significant relationship between the 
improveinent in heterosexual rela
tions of the patients studied and 
their desire for such improvement 
certainly s e e m s  understandable 
enough. This is often true for all 
kinds of psychotherapy patients; 
those who really want to get better, 
and who will do the hard work that 
is reguired in the course of active 1 
psychoanalytically oriented therapy, 
almost invariably make considerable 
improvements, and often in a rela
tively short length of time. Homo
sexuals, in pa.-ticulor, who are es
sentially phobic in that they feOr 
hetersosexual participations and 
therefore take what seems to be the 
"easier” way out by engaging in 
homosexual activity, can, like most 
other phobics, overcome their emo
tional difficulties if they will (a) ac
quire insight into the origin of their 
fears and (b) get into action and 
begin to do the things they are 
afraid of doing. If, with the help of 
good motivation, they will permit a 
competent therapist to help, per
suade, cajole, goad, and sometimes 
virtually force them to acquire this 
insight and to start doing what they 
foar, they will almost certainly suc
ceed in overcoming their homosex
ual neurosis—or succeed in achiev
ing satisfactory, eagerly sought after 
heterosercual relations. That, if any
thing. seems to be the main moral of 
this study.

In conclusion, it may be said that 
p-.ychotheropeutic experience during 
the last several years with 28 males 
and 12 females with serious homo
sexual problems has conclusively in
dicated that exclusive homosexuality 
is certainly not constitutional, mnate. 
or inherited, It is on acquired, or 

' socially leonyied, pattern of behavior 
which con definitely be changed, 
and often in a surprisingly short per-



lod of timo, Jl th« Individual is wil
ling to work at an actlv# piycho- 
thtrapy procMi, In fact, on th* bail* 
of my ^urrtnt *xp*rienc* with in- 
v*rti, 1 b*ll*v* that it ii no *xagg*r- 
atlon to iay  that virtually *v*ry ho
mosexual who want» to achlv* »a- 
tlsloetory h*t*ro»*xual relation» may 
be enabled to do lo  if he will »*e a 
eompetent p»ychoth*rapi»i and work 
periletently at this gool.
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This article is an abstract of a 
scientific paper which Is to be pub
lished soon In th* lournal of Con
sulting Psychology.
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By Mookinneth Flngal

V H E "GROSS INDECENCY" slot- 
“  ut* under which Oscor Wild* 

w as Indleted by a  grand jury and 
contActed in 1695 in England has its 
counterpart today, sad to relate, in 
the State of Mlohlgen.

The English law of 1685 under 
which Wilde was sent to jail was first 
introduced in Parliament as "a Bill to 
t.iake further provision lor the protec
tion of women and girls, the suppres
sion of brothels emd other purposes." 
It was (irst introduced and passed 
without any reference to "indecency" 
between male*, Loter, Section II was

th$ leau in hiekigan i t  
particu larly  n v t r t . , , .

statutes
iirsorted, which mode "gross inde
cencies" between grown-up men 
either in public or in private a  mis
demeanor, with a minmium of 12 
months and a  maximum of 24. months 
in prison as the punishment. It did 
not apply to homosexual women. It 
was passed .rother hurriedly and sur
reptitiously and there were those 
who thought it was aimed primarily 
at Oscor Wilde, whose nani* had 
become a  household word in Eng
land for homoscKuallty,

It Is a  sad commentary that the 
Stote of MIohlgon today has on Its 
books a "grots indootney" stotuls lor 
both malo and fornaio homotoiiuals 
and which is modo a  felony instead

of a misdemeanor, as in the law un
der which Wilde was, convicted after 
testimony froni chambermt^ids and 
blackmailers, the Michigan "gross 
indecency" lew for male homosexu
als goes back as far as 1903 and un
til 1952 provided for "imprisonment 
in the state prison for not more than 
5 years or by a fine of not more than 
$2,500". (See 4 Mich. Comp. Laws
750.338, 1948.) In 1952 this aw was 
an^ended to read. "Not more than 5 
yoar'j or by a fine of not more than 
$2,500, or ii such person wcs at ther 
time of the said offense a sexually) 
delinquent person, may be punish-1‘ 
able by imprisonment in t le state 
p.'ison lor an indeterminate term, the 
minimum oi which shall be 1 day 
and the maximurri of which shall be 
life." (See 5A Mich. Comp. Lows
750.338, 1948; 1954 Supp.) 338a 
has similar language and tfie same 
punishment for the female homosex
ual in Michigan although the leinale 
statue goes back only to 1939. But in 
both cases the ofiense is made a 
felony. Sec. 338b has similiir lang
uage and punishment for "gross in
decency" between the male and ie- 
male in private or in public. Nowhere 
is "gross indecency" defined, and it 
must be assumed that any sixual re
lations outside legalized heterosex
ual marriage in Michigan involve 
"gross indecency."

A'sexually delinquent" person in 
Michigan is defined as iollows;

I'The teqn 'sexually delin
quent person* when used in this 
act I shall mean any person whose

, sexual behavior' is ’char0 cierized 
b y ‘repetitive or compulsive acts 
which indicate a disregard oi con
sequences or the recognized rights 
of others, or by the use of force 
upon another person in attempting 
sex relations oi either a  heterosex
ual or homosercual nature, or by 
the commission of sexual aggres
sions against children under the 
age oi 16." (5A Mich. Comp. Laws 
750.10a, 1948; 1954 Supp.)
Please note the words "repetitive" 

OR "compulsivei acts." Observe hpw 
dangerous to the Michigan invert's 
freedom the word “repetitive'' can bp. 
Imagine, too, the construction which 
con be put upon the words "compul
sive'' and "consequences."

It might be added that the 
Michigan sodomy statute was also 
amended in 1952. The 15 years' im- 

' prisonment was retained as the max
imum period, and in addition "if such 
person was at the time of the said 
ofiense a  sexually delinquent person, 
may be punishable by imprisonment 
in the state prison for an indetermi
nate term, the minimum/of which 
shall be 1 day and the mbximum of 
which shall be life." (See 5A Mich. 
Comp. Laws 750.158, 1948; 1954
Supp.)

But for all of Michigan's harshness 
there is still some consolation in the 
fact that the American Low Institute 
recently made strong recommenda
tions against the above statues in its 
Model Penal Code. (See Tentative 
Draft f|o. 4. Model Peiwl Code, April 
25,1955, p. 294.) ,
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ìl t i i k e  and the introvert
^ULTORE—the products and by- 
^  products of man's creative im- 

aginataion, amassed in a tradition 
. covering thousands of years- is so 

broad in its social meaning that we 
can seldom do more than regard a 
few of its facets at a time. Yet we 
frequently make thfe effort to see 
these facets as pons of an organ
ized whole, and in oqing this we be
come more and more impressed with 
what this culture reveO|ls of man's 
inner, spiritual nature, and of man's 
potentialities fòr future development. 

The chief obstacle to our grasp of 
cultural values as they relate to hu
man evolution is our, difficulty in 
seeing the physical environment and 
our own biological natures in pro
per perspective against the cultural 
forces which ib this age have come 
to shape the course of human experi
ence. , \

For many o  ̂us, the external ob
ject, the outward physical result, the 
immediate actions and reactions of 
mind or body, these things appear 
to constitute thè "real" world. In gen
eral, we have not yet learned to live 
comfortably or realistically in the 
universe of natural and social prin
ciples, of ideas and ideals, which 
underlies all of our immediate sen f 
safions. Thus, the natural universe, 
together with our own biological 
and social evolution, seems often to 
be the aftermath of chance rather 
than the result of constituted design;' 
and our efforts to bring logic into 
our personal and social lives are 
f-equently tinged with a sense of fu
tility—with a vague impressing of 
essential disorder which mgy possi
bly sweep aride a!l human plans.

Yet ever since humanity discov
ered itself to be a creative and self-

4
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dbtermining agent in this world, 
man's mental and emotional life has 
come to be governed more and mor#' 
by inner visions, hopes and plans, • 
and by his own calculated actions. 
The history of religious and philos- 
e ^ ic a l leadership is the history of 
minds who have valued the realities 
of man's subjective nature, and who 
hptve sought to inspire humanity at 
large with the sense of spiritual prin-

i ilos of which all immediate forms 
d activities are the product. Man 

is, so far as we know, in the unique 
pbsition of being able to realize in 
hfmself the nature of both creature 
and Creator According to religigtis 
authority if was with this character
that man was endowed to begin 
■with; and ever since, human progress 
has reflected the extent to which we 
cqn expand our consciousness info 
the ultimate reaches of experience 
which this character makes possible.

If this background of ideas is ac
ceptable, then many of our modern 

ychological terms stand in need 
serious revision. Psychology, in 
effort to follow the methods of the

ps
of
its
exact, or mathematical sciences, has 
been constantly embarrassed by the 
fact that analytical and statistical 
methods, which have produced such 
superb results in our mastery of mol
ecules, atoms, electrical energies, 
and even of many elemental phases 
of I  organic life, ore inadequate to 
solving or even classifying the sub
jective problems of personality and 
bepavior. Terms and concepts which 
at 
at

first seemed to hqve meaning, or 
least convenience, in describing 

psychological data, have had to un- 
dei go a continual process of redefini-

tion. Moral and ethical, values, at 
first ignored because they Ijoy be
yond the limits of onolytickl and 
statistical processes, are now corn
ino into greater prominent*, and 
there is taking place a graclual in
tegration of psychological ijmd re
ligious ideas. This seems on excel
lent omen, both for the ethic ôf psy
chology, and for the ultimrte effi
cacy of religious truth in molding 
(he destiny of man. The t'wp fields 
still appear to be widely ^vided, 
however, and new knowledge is be
ing looked for which can bring about 
their eventual unity.

For the hopiophile who is in
terested in both religious emd scien
tific val’aes. there is on intjeresling 
rslationship between the terns "in
trovert' and "invert". As commonly 
understood, the introvert is one who 
is preocCTjpied with subjective ex
periences,' as distinguished iron the 
apparent, exteinal ^’niverse bnd his 
rclationships to it.(Usually the term 
"introvert” is applied to , tpose in 
whom this tendency outbalances it s 
opposite—those, therefore, who tend, 
to withdraw from, external fealities 
into fantasies, and into -non-social 
or evpn anti-social attitudes. By 
this usage, introversion has cor-o 
to be synonymous with a sopte'vhct 
defective or limited personaUty. How
ever, introversion, from its basic 
definition, contains two very dis.inct 
aspects. There are introveits who 
become preoccupied with susjective 
values — with ideas, interpreta
tions, principles etc., — because of 
positive interest and also caoability 
in dealing intelligently wifh sub
jective material. At the otier ex
treme there ore those who art driven 
into a  morbid and purposeless in
version, merely because of i lability 
to cope with the objective u riverse, 
or to relate themselves succsssfully 
to the objective realities of social ex
perience. It is clear that cvlturally

productive members of society con 
arise only from the former class.

In relation to sexuality, there 
appears to be a very direct, though 
not necessary connection between 
introversion and inversion, os the 
person .affected—by the very nature 
of his disposition—tends to build up 
end accept erotic images identical 
v.'iih his own sexual character. Ob
viously, it is these mental images, 
not the blind sexual impulse itself, 
which determine a persons's sexual 
inclinations . Introversion, narcissism, 
autoeroticism, inversionfor homoerot
icism)—all these terms, even while 
distinct in their special applications, 
nevertheless seem to be related to 
one major direction or condition of 
consciousness.
I tiVhether or not introversion will 
result in sexual inversion depends 
•upon many factors whose immediate 
workings are already well under
stood by researchers in the field. 
Among these are the degree and 
type of inaoversion, the incidence 
jof introvert tendencies in respect to 
the age of the person, and the fam
ily relafionships of early childhood.

In judging various aberrations 
\-e are sometimes inclined to forget 
that all of the preconditioning factors 
of sexual behavior are established 
in very early years, when the child 
is not intertested or even capcrijle 
of underriemding sexuality in a real
istic way. A child has a  highly active 
mental and emotional life, and keen 
sensibilities to environment for many 
•’oars before adolescence. Sex, in 
the adult sense, is not among the 
countless impulses and sensations of 
\rhich a child is aware from birth, 
and which he leOms to adjust, one 
with another, in the natural course of 
porsonal development. It appears, ii| 
its developed form, into 0  person- 
alitv-picture already crowded with 
memories, associations, knowledge 
in many f,orms, cultural leanings, and



Personal likings or antipathies. In 
the complex educational and cultural 
environment of modern hmes, pre- 
adolesceiit consciousness is filled 
no-e and more with precondition
ing images and influences. These 
ron'inue to make more and more in
volved the problems of adolescent 
sexual adjustments.

It is logical to assume that a 
cMW whose ■family' environment and 
native interest dispose him or her 
t's strong cultural interests is likely 
to develop introspective tendencies 
at an early age. The impacts of art 
and music, of travel, of thoughtful' 
adult conversation and instruction, 
make their keenest impressions dur- 
içg this period, and arouse the 
strongest emotions and cultural at
tractions. Under such circumstances, 
the most careful and sensible pre
adolescent guidance becomes man
datory. The young man or woman 
who never thought too seriously 

* about anything until after the ado
lescent period risks for less chance 
of inversion than one of similar age 
who, in preadolesence, because en
grossed in introspective thought. This 
is not to say that early introversion 
will inyariablbly or even usually 
lead to active sexual inversion, or 
that a young child should 'be dis
couraged from taking an interest in 
the serious questions of ethics, art 
or science. Yet we must realize 
that all cultural values tend to stim
ulate subjective more than objec
tive interests, to emphasize the inner 
conditions of consciousness rather 
than external appeorctnces or rela
tionships. This, in preadolescent 
years, before any sexual pattern has 
been set, can and often does pre
dispose to some degree of inversion 
v/hich will be actually experienced 
at ' the time o f sexual maturity. 
Whether this degree of inversion 
v/ill be great or small, whether it will

be suppressed or acted upjn, wheth
er it will even be brought in 'con
scious knowledge or not, and wheth
er o.- not it will result in personal or 
social maladjustments—these possi
bilities hinge upon many other fac
tors of character and environment 
which are not dependent upon sex
uality itself.

There are several regsons why 
serious religious interests often pro
duce an unsettled attitude towards 
erotic experience, especially in cases 
v/here, for other reasons, Lthe sexual 
bias is not clearly defineiji or estab
lished. Religious interests involve 
the most pressing personal questions 
which can occupy the huir̂ cm mind— 
questions of self-identity. <̂f purjx>se, 
of time, change, mortalitjy, perma
nence, etc. Not content >|ith imme
diate experience, or with tljie appear
ances of things, the serious religious 
thinker, regardless of formal creed, 
is primarily engaged in seeking in
ner identity with the realities which 
underly his own and universal being. 
Outward differences appseor to be 
of much less importance thop inward 
unities and identities. There is a 
constant quest for sameness, for 
singleness, for constancy, for the un
changing—and because these qual
ities cannot be found in the kaleido
scope of selliory experience, thought 
must, oi necessity, turn inward. This 
is the critical point, from jwhich in
dividual character will determine 
whether or not the ingoing impetus 

. of thought will remain healthy, and 
become finally productive in terms 
of cultural vaule and social leader
ship. There is, of course, no general 
rule. The process of personality 
growth has as many degrees and 
variations as there are people, and 
it would be difficult to find, except 
among religious values, the stand
ards of quality by which this process 
can be inspired, guided, and finally
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measured by tests of individual 
worih. Introverted thought may find 
itself stopped short at a certain 
p>oint, with morbid and undesirable 
results. Or it may climb on to reach 
that plane of ethical and spiritual 
dertainties, and of creative imagina
tion, from ■which have acted our 
greatest cultural and social leaders. 
Ideally, introversion follows this lat
ter course. If, at first, it produces a 
withdrawal from the immediate real
ities of environment, this is only a 
necessary means towards that end 
\/hen thought begins to emerge onto 
a level of knowledge wherein are 
spen the inner principles of growth 
and logic which unite all living 
things.

Somewhere, somehow, in the in
tricate pictuie of personality-growth, 
there arise in the mind the erotic 
images, which, in the adult, give 
actual directions t« sexual behavior. 
No one with any sexual pjotency is 
exempt from the associations by 
which the mirld gives direction to 
the sexual impulse. It seems well 
agreed that there is no one factor 
Yihich determines \rhether these im
ages will be hetero- or homoerotic in 
character. Indeed, it would bb safe 
to say that not just a  few, but every 
factor in proadolescent expjbrience 
has some part to ploy in setting the 
stage for sexual behavior în adult 
life. Certainly the child-introvert will, 

' at the time of adolesence, be unusu- 
a ly  predispxjsed to accept homo- 
erotic images. Heterosexual images 
may or may not outweigh thpm, but 
there is no reason why theÿ( ever 
should not, providing those rbspjon- 
sible are able to set a  desirable 
heterosexual example for the child, 
as to its future role of husband or 
wife, and providing the subject of in
version is placed in broad daylight 
and explained for exactly whçt it is, 
and providing that human sexuality

is disassociated from any implica- 
tijon of disgrace. It has been remark
ed before that it is not man's bodily 
nbeds or impulses that disgrace him, 
'but his tendency to become dominat
ed by them, at the expense of moral 
stature and at the 'expense of his 
usefulness to society.

Many of us hpve the misimpres-  ̂
sion that man’s erotib interests and 
hjs religious interests are in neces- 
spry conflict. There hdve certainly 
bieen many allegations to this effect, 
from some religious quarters. It is 
v^ry true that serious students of re
ligious thought seek to become as 
independent as possible of sex as 
well as of any other animal appe
tite—not beopuse these things ore 
disgraceful., in themselvves, but be
cause they ore a distraction from . 
the subjective values of permanence 
and spiritual self-suffiency in which 
such persons are primarily interest
ed, However, no socicd rule can be 
justly or effectively imposed in this 
connection, except those forbidding 
Actions which impose upon the 
rights, preferences, and opportuni
ties of others. H education and s6- 
cial leadership cannot inspire rec
titude in human conduct, then 
nothing con. History contains am
ple evidence that no other influence

Ï n produce lasting and effective re- 
Its in this sphere. ^
If it can be said that introversion 

leads occasionally to active iijver- 
sion, then it trust be added tha^ the 
active invert is, without exception, 
also of a predominately introvert 
nature and thus must, through intro
spective methods, reach for that 
inner stability which the mature 
heterosexual achieves through other 
processes. The introvert nature can 
be turned into a  major asset, in fact 
the invert must use this asset ac
tively, if it is to have effect as such. 
This use involves all studies, dis-



ciplines, or processes of thought 
v/hich can increase human under
standing, sharpen the cultural tal
ents which are of social benefit, and 
widen fields of thought to that point 
where sexuality and its problems 
are seen iin the right perspective 
against the great range of human 
interests and aspirations. If persons 
cannot be valuable as biological 
agents of reproduction, then they 
must become valuable as persons. 
There seems to be no alternative' 
for them, other thdn to be valuable 
as neither, and thus remain without 
value at all.

Someone has said that the homo
sexual represents a "biological dead
end." There is a truth here, contain
ing also an implication of useless
ness which must be admitted if hu
man nature is nothing more than o 
biological phenomenon. Howeve'. 
biological dead-ends can also sig

nify spiritual beginnings, sometimes 
of the highest order. Some hold the 
viey that organic life is only an 
expression, in this environment of 
atoms, of the spiritual realities of 
thought, sijibstance, and creative 
power— that where biological nec
essity stops, there spirituali opportu
nity begins, in terms of al|’ of those 
cultural endowments and , qiialities 
of character which make humanity 
human. There should be no room for 
discouragement or indifference, with 
so many ̂ social forces now at work 
to improvè our knowledge of human 
nature in its sexual and other phases. 
No matter what human problems 
may be, knowledge and understand
ing counsel is becoming increasingly 
available, and will eventually pro
duce a new social environment, free 
from the ignorance and prejudice 
of the past.

Evtryone seriously interested in problems of sexual morality 
should rend i t . . .
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homosexuality, morality and

B y  L u t h e r  A U e ^
I

lydOST SCIENTIFIC and scholarly 
books dealing with homosex

uality agree that the source of the 
condemnation and persecution ol 
homosexuals in the Western World 
can be traced directly to theological 
and ecclesiastical sources. Our secu
lar laws and customs, the attitudes 
and opinions of the man in the street, 
for the most part, have their origin 
in the Judeo-Christian religious tra
dition. It is significant that the very 
v'ord "sodomy" used in so many of 
the civil codes of our forty-eight 
•■*0*63 to designate homosexual acts, 
derives directly from the Old Testa- 
neht. And the idea that homosexu
ality is a "crime against nature" 
has its prigin in the writings of St. 
Pa’ll. As nearly everyone knows these 
days, until the Eighteenth Century 
ho—losexuality was punishable by 
dea'h. The precedents for jhoi^ging 
homosexuals and burning them at 
tho stake are to be found first in 
J-'hovah’s extermination of the peo- 
nle of Sodo-n by fire and secondl|y 
in the Mosaic law as recorded in the 

^  booke of Leviticus.
To establish mv own point of 

view of the beginning, I w|ll quote 
a bit from the French writer, Simone 
Weil. who. in her litlle book, LETTER 
TO A PRIEST, has written, "if some 
Hebrews of classical Jewry were to 
re'nrn to life and were to .be pro

vided with arms, they would exter- 
miner*® the lot of us—men, women 
and c*'ildren, for the crime of idol- 
a‘iy. T^ev would reproach us for 
--orshinni’sg Baal and Astarte, tak- 
ina Ctirist for Baal, and the Virgin lor 
Astarte . . . But the cruelties bound 
I’D wi‘h the cult ol Jehovah, the ex- 
torrsinations commanded by him, 
ore defilements at least as atrocious 
(as the sexual debauches which ac- 
comixinied rival religions). Cruelty 
is a stjll more appalling crime than 
lust."

"Cruelty is a still njore appalling 
crime than lust."

The sound core of Christian mor
ality lies in the following words from 
the book Ma t t h e w,  (Copter 22, 
Verses 35 thru 40:

"Then one of them (the Phari
sees), which was a lawyer, 
asked him' a question, temp
ting him, and saying,

"Master, which is the great com- 
mandent in the law?

"Jesus said unto him, thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with oil 
thy heart, and with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with thy mind.

"This is the lirst and great coman- 
ment. “

"And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shall love thy neighbor 
as thyself.
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"On these two commondnients 
hong all the law and the pro- j 

■ phets."
In the First Epiitle ol John, fourth 

chapter, sixteenth verse, we ore told; 
"God is love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him," God is also the truth. Love of 
truth is also love of God

The devil is described as follows 
in the eighfh chapter of the Gospel 
according to John, verse 44: "He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in tne truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speakefh 
a lie, he speakelh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of lies."

The conflic tbetween God and the 
Devil is love versus hate, truth ver
sus falsehood. In Christ's law of love 
we possess the touchstone by means 

< for which we may test the validity of 
all other law, of all custom, of all in
dividual behavior, including our 
own. In the moral and ethical sphere 
Christ's law ol love must be the su- 
p.-eme authority, as the Constitution 
■of-rihe United States is the supreme 
law of our land. We have the right 
to examine the Mosaic law of the 
Old Testament in the light of Christ's 
supreme law. What we find there 
that is vindictive, tyrannical and 
murderous is not of God—because 
God is love. We have the right to 
examine the record of Christendom 
itself in the light of Christ's law of 
love. We have the right to reject in 
the name of God and in Christ's 
name all the persecutions, brutalities 
and murders perpetrated in those 
very names by Christianity. Nothing 
could be more diabolical than to lie 
and murder in the name of God and 
in the name of Christ. Any man who 
loves is on the side of God. Every 
man devoted to the search for truth 
is on the side ol God.

But what is love? God is love, 
therefore, love is the presence of

God in man. God is a mystery; who 
can fathom God? therefore, love is 
a mystery. Christ's law of love re
quires us to live out a mystery. Be
cause God is love, love is sacred. 
There is no higher end than loving 
and being loved. Love is not a 
means to some other end. In itself it 
is the supreme purpose.

According to the Biblical account, 
God had nb utilitarian purpose in 
creating the two sexes and sexual 
love. In the second chapter ol Gen- - 
esis we reijid: "And the Lord God 
said. It is not good that the man 
should be hlone; I will make him 
an help miet for him." First, and 
foremost. Sex came into being be
cause God recognized Adam's lone
liness. Sexujal love is in itself justi
fied because it assuages loneliness.

After Eve had been created from 
Adam's rib, Adam said, "This is now 
bone of myj bones, and flesh of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman 
because she was taken out of man. 
Therefore. shall a man leave his 
father and ' his mother, and shall 
cleave unto] his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh."

Boih homosexual and heterosex
ual seeks in the one he loves his 
own completion. Adam sow in Eve 
an alienated part of himself. To 
Adam, Eve was flesh of his flesh and 
of his flesh and by means of sexual 
Ipve he sought to be reunited with 
hts lost self, so that he and she 
might be one flesh, in sexual love the 
homosexal .also seeks his own com
pletion. too, needs and seeks
cno.her, an opposite, or at least a 
c; ’mplgmentory being, to round him 
out. V/e hc|ve heard much, too much, 
about the I'narcistism" of the homo
sexual. Let| us not overlook the nar
cissism in lAdam's words! After dll, 
it t|as  to heterosexual love that La 
Rocheioucauld was referring when 
he wrote that love is "egoisme a

one s 
God

love
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deux". Let us, without the French
man's cynicism, accept the fact that 
ceiniol love is an extension of 
self-love. Let us remember that 
created sexual love lor the sate of 
man's happiness.

Christ did not forbid us to 
ourselves. He tells us to love our 
neighbor as if he were a si cond 
self.

It is true 'that in the first chapter 
of Genesis God commanded thii first 
man and the first woman ^  
crease and multiply". But God 
not interested in man's utility 
aim was not that of the modem state.
It was not his purpose to peopls the 
earth with tillers ol the soil, wi:h la
borers, wi.h ariisans, with maifiners, 
with soldiers. It was simply good 
that man should not be alone that 
from the union of man and wjman 
there should issue other men and 
women with a  bit of the tlivine 
breath in them, capable of bving 
and being loved. When God issued 
that first first command there were 
only two human beings it the 
world. Since God is love, are we to 
suppose that he issues the some com
mand, inexorably, to , India t >day? 
In a  world where overpopulation be
comes a major cause of hellish wars 
does Love in^rariably demand, as in 
his Eden, "Increase and multiply"?

From the first God showoc con
cern for the well-being of I uman, 
individuals. In Christianity the hu
man individual is the priceless thing. 
Overpopulaton, as in Asia end in 
many parts of Europe, causes a de
valuation of human life, a  degrada
tion of human individuals, h uman 
beings with the breath of God in 
them come to be worth less n the 
market places than objects mttde of 
wood and iron and steel. Is it love 
to bring children into' world when 
they are doomed to starvotio i and 
peonage? Is it love to bring tq birth 
more sons and daughters than the

very land can nourish?
People have expreped alarm be

cause of the apparent increase of 
homosexuality in the Western World. 
They forget that the birth rate, at 
least in the United Stotes, has also 
increased by leaps and bounds. It 
seomr to me that homosexuality, as 
an alternative form ol love, an al
ternative means of assuaging human 
loneliness, is a sort of sexual and 
social safety valve rather than a 
menace. It seems to mejthot at least 
a considerable part of the value of 
homosexuality both to individuals 
and to society lies precisely ini the 
fact that it relieves pressures which 
might otherwise become dangerous.

love is a mystery. Yet it is a 
mystery about which many things 
may be known. We are taught that" 
marriage is a sacrament. The Meth
odist minister, Albert E. Dory, has 
written (in his book, AN AUTOBIOG
RAPHY OF PRAYER) as follows 
about the role of sexual love in the 
spritual life: "There is often failure 
among the advocates of celibacy to 
comprehend what a marriage of love 
can mean. There is a disregard of 
the fact that the union of bodies in 
such a marriage con be a true sacra
ment of the spirit in which husband 
and wife, completely giving them
selves to each other, gt the same 
time reach a new dedication of them
selves and their love to God. There 
is also a complete lack of under
standing of that gratitude which a 
husband and wife may know as 
their loneliness is ended in the per
fect human comradeship of body, 
mind, and spirit; a gratitude which 
is so deep and profound as to be« 
come an opening in consciousness 
outward to the giver of such a gift."

It seems to me, in all sincerity, 
that the same words might be ap
plied to the physical union qf friends.

Can we discover in Christ's teach
ings any guide to the understanding



oi the sacramental possibilities of 
iriendship-lov^? Many years ago, 
when I was a boy, I read a light no
vel by Hugh Walpole called, I think, 
lEREMY AT CRALE. I Remember the 
book because of a single short sen
tence it contained. One of the char
acters said to another. Friends feed 
each other." My mind moves imme
diately from that simple declarative 
sentence to thoughts oCme Last Sup
per, the "love leasts" of the early 
Christians, and the central sacra
ment of the Christian faith. Commu
nion.

In the sixth chapter of the Gospel 
according to John» we read Christ's 
words, "my flesh is meat indeed 
and my blood is drink indeed. He 
that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him. As the living Father hath 
sent me, and I live by the Father; 
so he that eateth, even he shall live 
by me." As Adam said of Eve, "This 
is now bone of my bone cmd flesh 
of my flesh", so Christ might speak 
of those who eat and drink his flesh 
and blood: "And they shall be one 
flesh".

In the fourth chapter of his First 
Epistle John writes as follows:

"Beloved, let us love one another: 
f-jr love is of God, and every one 
that loveth, is bom of God, and 
I'noweth Gk>d." In the some chapter 
John vrrites, "No man hath seen God 
at any time. If we love one another, 
God dwelleth and he in us, because 
he hath given us of his Spirit." Al
though God is unseen to us it i  ̂ by 
: ’.eons of loving one another, and 
by means oi humon-to-humcm love 
that we discover Him and learn that 
we are His. The love of friends, then, 
as v/ell as the heterosexual love of 
spouses, does possess sacramental 
meaning and value, is likewise a 
gateway to knowledge of God's love.

Let us admit, how that no merely

fleshly, earthly love can ever satisfy 
the visionor ysoul of man, be one s 
beloved male or female. The most 
perfect union of husband and wife, 
o- of friend with friend can only take 
place within the unity of God, and 
the coupling of bodies and hearts in 
sexual love is but a begining, a 
gateway to the knowledge of the 
One, withirl which all exists.

There is another Supper which' I 
must mention here, Plato's SYMPO
SIUM. Plato's banquet is a  frankly 
homosexual gathering, the love dis
cussed in the course of that meal is 
explicitly and exclusively homosex
ual. Yet the climax of that evening is 
Socrates' exposition of the idea that ■ 
the love oi two friends is the begin
ning oi a development leading hilti- 
mately to love of God.

St. Paul charged that homosexual 
worships the creature more than the 
Creator. This is necessarily true only 
if one accepts the condemnation of 
homosexuality in Leviticus os the 
low of God given directly to Moses.
In that case the homosexual, in lov
ing a friend, defies God's law! \i he 
sufficiently loved God he would obey 
that law. Therefore, it follows that he 
loves his friend more than he loves 
God. But, as I hove pointed out, kince 
God is love, he cannot be the diithor 
of the Twentieth Chapter of Levici- 
cus. "Cruelty is a still more appal
ling crime than lust". And we have 
evidence that even the pagan Soc
rates found homosexual love a gate- r  ̂
way to the love of God, a sacramen
tal thing.

Moslem mystics have for many 
centuries approached God by the 
path of homosexual love. There ex- '> 
ists a great literature of poetry 
which may be read either as homo
sexual love poetry or as religious 
song. The following is a poem by 
the Indian mystic ICabir who, al
though bom a Moslem, became a

pupil of the Brahman wise man, 
Retmananda. The trarislation which 
I am about to quote is by Tagore.

"O Sadhu! the simple union ts the 
my Lord, there has been no 
bes'i.

"Since the day when 1 met with 
end to the sport of our love.

“I shut not my eyes, I close not I 
my ears, I do not mortify my i 
body; *

"I see with eyes open and smile, j 
and behold His beauty every
where: j

"I utter His name, and v/hatever 
I see, it reminds me of Him; 
whatever I do, it becomes His 
worship "

A. I. Arberry, in his book SUFfSM 
has written, “Many anecdotes of the 
early Sufis relate how fond they 
were . of quoting love-poetry, often 
in the first place of a purely human 
character, which they interpreted al
legorically to accord 'With their own 
passionate spiritualisiil . . .  Fully tc

understand the later poetry of Suf
ism .. .it is necessary to keep in mind 
how fundamental in Sufi thought is 
this allegory of love, and how readily 
in their mihds human and Divine 
imagery is interchanged." Farther on 
Arberry writes, "Running thibugh all 
the poets . . . there is an elemenf of 
¡human affection, so that the visible 
object of regard, be he a  handsome 
young Sufi or a revered preceptor, 
shares' with God the poet's passion
ate addresses." 1

The Persian mystic Farid ol-din 
Attar concludes one oi his poems 
thus:

"Now will 1 draw aside the veil 
from Love,

j "And in the temple oi mine inmost, 
soul

"Behold the Friend, Incompiarable 
Love,

"He who would know the secret 
of both worlds

"Will find the secret of them both,
, is Love."

A rticles, ainuscripes, le tte rs , a r t suggestions, 
and other contributions to  sake the Mtttaehin» 
S0ri»m a better Ugaxine~ are needed, and the 
Society is  counting on you for help! Send a l l  
such n a te ris l to Muttmchint Jfsvisw, Post Office 
Box 1925, Los Angeles 53, Calif. Please in c i te  
aelf-addressed envelope i f  return of nanuseript 
is  desired. i
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Review E d ito r :  v  v ___ . . v  ha^a WaI  have J t i s t  r e c e iv e d  th e  6 th  issB e in  w hich  yon a a k , Are We
on th e  R ig h t T rack?" W eU, up t o  now I  th o n g h t you 
much s o . But you have s h a t t e r e d  a l l  your good w ork by b e in g  
c ^ p l e t e l y  h y p L r i t i c  and g iv in g  up th e  e n t i r e  c a w e  you h ^  
w orked f o r .  T h is  comes v e ry  s im p ly  by p u b lis h in g  th e  wor

î e Ï Ï o t i c  o f  a l l  n e u r o t i c s .  D r. E l l i s .  &  t h i n k ^
has in v e n te d  th e  w ord n e u r o t ic ,  s* (he i s  on ly) g 
t T m ^ I  you a l l  adm it you a re  as  bad o f f  a s  he c U im s and now 
you t r y  t o  p e rsu ad e  your r e a d e r s  t h a t  we a r e  n e u r o t i c .  I  had 
th o u g h t you acknow ledged us human b e in g s ,  as in d iv id u a ls  w ^m  
y o u ^ e r e  f i g h t i n g - f o r  th e  r i g h t s  of, and t r y ^  t o  P « - o t e ^  
d e r s T t L i n ?  I  se e  t h a t  a l l  you a r e  d o in g  r e a l l y  i s  p o ^
in g  fu n . .Tand u s in g  us as  a t a r g e t  f o r  f u r t h e r  r i d i c ^  by th e  
p ^ l i c  in  g e n e r a l .  You a re  no t s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  
d i f f e r e n t  id e a s  from  th e  m ajo i-ity  o f  s o c ie ty ,  bu t w ant t t o t  
m a jo r i ty  t o  t ^ in k  we a r e  i l l  and n u ts  to o !  How happy yon must

T h e ^ s i t ^ t i L ” i l  a l l  so  s im p le  t h a t  I  canno t 
re a s o n  f o r  th e  h u n tin g  o f  re a so n s  t h a t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  s o c ie ty  
f o r  our e x i s te n c e .  We a r e  w hat we a r e  because 
ed  t h a t  way by God. We a re  not s i c k  and d o n 't  a sk  t r e a tm e r t ,  
we s e e k  o n ly  u n d e r s t a t i n g  t h a t  we a r e  humans a s  a r e  r e s ^  
Our s e x u a l  d e s i r e s  a re  p a r t  o f  our n a t u r e . . .  I t  i s  
Î î d  “ “ . j  . .  . . « A l e  »  i .  . «  .  S i f t e d  P i * " U t  u ;  . » r  
r o t i c  f o r  p u rsu in g  music as  a "p h o b ia , a s  your g 
g l l i s  w ish e s  t o  c a l l  i t . . . — J .  M., Ifew York

(Reader J .M . ’s  sh a rp  c r i t i c i s m  o f  D r.
f u l l v  r e c e iv e d ,  b u t we h e s i t a t e  to  comment th a t  e i t h e r  i s  to
£  re g a rd e d  a s  wrong o r  r i g h t .  C r i t i c a l  l e t t e r s
¿ed- th e y  show th a t  someone i s  th in k in g .  H owever, J .m . ,  don t
Î ^ p e c t  everyo n e  to  a g ree  w i th  y o u . 1“** . l iu r ° " ío í l ^ ’i T t o
everyo n e  to  a g re e  w i th  e v e r y th in g  we p u b l is h .  Our g o a l m  t
g e t  a t  th e  TRÜTH--good o r  bad. We d en y  th a t  we a te  
c r i t e s  s t i c k i n g  our heads in  sand  and  b l in d  to  what i s  going  
o n a r o t L  u s .  B ut we s h a l l  n o t evade an is s u e  s im p ly  b e c a u se ' 
i t  m y  be c o n t r o v e r s ia l  and  A l ^ r t  E l l i s  d a red  to  fa c e  Our 
pages a r e  open to  many more stich c o n t r o v e r s ie s ,  and  to  th o se  
o f  o p p o sin g  v iew s a s  w e l l  .- -E d ito i^ )

I n s t i l l  o f f e r  f o r  w hat th e y  a re  w o rth  my humble b e s t  w ish es  
and you may be a s s u re d  o f t h i s  s e n tim e n t on my p a r t  a s  f » “« “  
M a tta c h in e  and th e  Review c o n tin u e  t o  p e rfo rm  t h e i r  -valuab le  
s e r v i c e s  t o  our c a u se . I  have n o te d  w i th  no s u r p r i s e  your 
p le a  t o  s u b s c r ib e r s  t o  h e lp  th e  Review c o n tin u e  i t s  v a l e n t  
s e r v i c e . . . n o  s u r p r i s e  b ec au se , n o t b e in g  e n t ir e ly

!./

w ith  th e  f i n a n c i a l  p robli 
canno t s a y  SMALL; th e  ReT: 
c a t io n  f a c e s .  P le a se  ac

th a t  such a sm a ll—c i r c u l a t i n g  (I  
iew i s  a  GIANT in  o th e r  ways) p u b l i -  

ejept my sm a ll c o n t r i b u t io n . . .
Mr. P. R ., V ir g in ia

Review E d ito r :
I  c o n g r a tu la te  yon on th e  
f i r s t  yeekT and encourage 
sh o u ld  l i k e  t o  o n crease  
u t io n ,  bu t exchange conjt 
c o u n try  do no t a l lo w  t h i s

r e s u l t s  a lre a d y  ac h ie v ed  d u rin g  your 
yon t o  do as w e l l  in  th e  f u t u r e . . . !

s u b s c r ip t io n  by a  v o lu n ta ry  c o n t r ib -  
r o l  r e g u la t io n s  p r e v a i l in g  v in  t h i s  
u n f o r tu n a te ly . . .

. £ . B. ,  I ^ r  i s , F rance

my

I Review E d ito r;:
'> K indly  n o te  a  change in  r  

c l a s s  p e r  y e a r .
i te s  f o r  our s u b s c r ip t io n :  $11 f i r s t  
-Rolf, E d i to r ,  Der K re is , Z u rich .

Review E d i to r :
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  in i  
1955 is s u e  o f  th e  Review) 
th e  a u th o r  s t a r t s  o f f  w it 
Y o u rc en a r's  f in e  work as 
d ie d ,"  and th e n  goyon to  
e n t ly  done an  e x c e l le n t  j 
The f a c t  i s  t h a t  M ile . Yo 
— u n lik e  your a u th o r ,  she 
t o  be known o f  h er snb jecjt

( A d m it te d ly . th e  R eview  
r e c te d . - - E d i to r )

Review E d i to r :
A ll  in  a l l , ' I 'v e  eng oyed 
ism i s  tha-t you aire a l i t - i  
r e a d e r s  a re  c o l le g e  graduu' 
p l a in ,  o rd in a ry  la b o r in g  
p le a s e  s t e e r  c l e a r  o f  to o  
a r t i c l e s  o f  l i t e r a r y ,  but

(THanks fo r  th e  comment 
hard  to  im agine th a t  we 
bloocT • -E d ito r  )

’ot.-Do '^Hadrian and A ntinous" (NdV.-Dec. 
wi-th any degree o f  e n th u sia sm  when 

li ah in a c c u ra te  re fe re n c e  t o  Miss 
" w r i t te n  by H adrian j u s t  b e fo re  he 

lo t f  t h a t  "M ile . Yourcemar has a p p a r-  
by l e t t i n g  H adrian do th e  w ritiqgJ* 

i r c e n a r 's  work i s  com p le te ly  h e r  own 
has c o m p le te ly  m astered  a l l  t h a t  i s  
.—-Mr. E. L. , New York

i't

A u th o r Hack F in g a l s ta n d  c o r -

th e  Review in  1955. ffy one c r i t i c — 
le  to o  l i t e r a r y .  Not a l l  o f  your 
t e s ,  you know...Some o f  us a re  j u s t  

p eop le  w ith ' l im ite d  e d u c a tio n s . So 
much th e o ry ,  s i x - s y l l a b l e  w ords and 
not p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e . |
— Mr. R. L . , Texas

and w e'11 t r y  to  com ply. B u t i t ' s  
can be "too -rich  fo r  any T exa n 's

Review E d i to r :  ''
My r e a c t io n  t o , a l l  s ix  is s u e s  o f  th e  Review f o r  1955 i s  such  
t h a t  I  f e e l  ashamed f o r  no t hav ing  h e lp ed  th o se  in  C a l i f o r n ia  
more who have c o n t r ib u te d  so  much f r e e  w ork as th e y  h e ld  nec
e s s a r y  f u l l - t im e  jo b s .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  someday th e  c a l i b e r  o f 
th e  Review w i l l  d i s p e l  th k  knocks o f  b o th  h e te ro s e x u a l and 
hom osexual immature minds w hich have n o t c o n s id e re d  i t  p o s s ib le  
t o  encou rage su ch  a t im e ly  o rg a n iz a tio n  as  y o u rs . The Review 
i s  u n b ia se d . T h is  has been p roved  sim ply  by th e  1965 is s u e s  
in  w hich K - i t e r s  have a i r e d  b o th  s id e s  o f  c o n t r o v e r s ie s .  In  
th e  d em o cra tic  s p i r i t  o f  - |en ^ eran ce , we w ish  t o  e n l ig h te n ;  t o  
h e a l  th e  d o u b ts  and f ru s ^ ra tj io n  o f  th o s e  in  f a r  away p la c e s



who ake lo n e ly .  Somehow we must a l l e v i a t e  f e a r  in  p e rso n s  who 
l i v e  in  d re a d  o f being  found  o u t.  Here s o c ie ty  lo s e s ,  be
ca u se  th e y  w i l l  not become id e n t i f i e d  w ith  i t .  I  c o u ld  have 
co m p le ted  a c h a p te r  in  my community i f  c e r t a i n  p e rso n s  had 
se e n  f i t  t o  l iv e  up to  t h e i r  t r u e  c o n v ic t io n s .  S e lf-e m p lo y e d  
hom osexuals who have no f e a r  o f  lo s in g  t h e i r  jo b s  and o th e r  
b rav e  s o u ls  w i l l  have t o  b e a r  th e  burden  o f  e f f o r t  u n t i l  t h a t  
happens. ' — Mr. H. S . , Ohio

(Many l e t t e r s  and o th e r  b u s in e s s  m atters on th e  R ev iew  a re  d e -  
layeci or som etim es undone because o f  la c k  o f  tim e  and  n e ip .* .  
and u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  p e rh a p s , th i s  h e lp  m ust come 
b a se , San F r a n c isc o . P u t we hope to  do  b e t t e r  in  1 9 5 6 ! - -E d . )

SCANDAL IN  P O ISE :  L E T ' S  f r ET  A T  T H E  C A U S E S
(C o n tin u ed  from page 2 )

g ac io n  to  th e  conim unityr We a r c  a l l  c i t i z e n s  and^ en jo y  th e  
same r ig h t s  and p r iv i l e g e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip .  But t h i s  i s  n o t a 
"one way s t r c d t . "  The coranunity  a l s o  has a d u ty  to  each  c i t 
iz e n  and must p r o te c t  th e  r ig h t  o f  each  c i t i z e n  to  th in k  and 
a c t / i n  ways w hich may be c o n s id e re d  " p e c u l i a r . "  Of c o u rs e ,  
t h i s  docs n o t ap p ly  t o a c t s  which a r e  an a f f r o n t  to  p u b lic  d e 
cency , w hich in v o lv e  the m orals o f m iijo rs, o r  w hich a r e  fo rc ed  
on any in d iv id u a l .  C e r ta in ly  Judge Young sh o u ld  n o t ,  how ever, 
be la b o r in g  under th e  i l l u s i o n  tha t t h i s  "roundup" i s  go in g  to  
wipe o u t h o m osexuality  in  B o ise . Nor sh o u ld  he im agine th a t  
a p r is o n  se n te n c e  w ill " c u re "  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  o f t h e i r  homosex
u a l i t y .  F or some re a so n , we humans don’ t  a c t  and r e a c t  l i k e  
m ach ines.

We have 'o  ¿ e t  a t  th e  ro o t o f t h i s  s o c i a l  problem  b e fo re  
we can  so lv e  i t  ju d ic io u s ly ,  and I know o f no conm unity t h a t  
has done so . Why sh o u ld n ’ t  B oise ta k e  th e  c h a lle n g e  *ror the 
b e n e f i t  o f  a l l }  A g r e a t  d e a l  more e d u c a t io n  f o r  p a r e n ts  and 
t h e i r  chiJdren as w e ll  a s  community l e a d e r s ,  i s  needed . 1 know 
I speak  fo r  th e  M a tta c h in c  S o c ie ty  when I u rg e  you to  se e k  th e  
t r u th  in  t h i s  m a tte r  w herever i t  may be foui^d.

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,
KEN BURNS,
Chairm an, Board o f D i r e c to r s ,  
M a tta ch in c  S o c ie ty ,  In c .

The MATTACHINE REVIEW  i s  p u b lis h e d  by th e  M attachiine 
S o c ie ty ,  In c . ,  a  n o n - p r o f i t ,  n o n - p a r t i s a n  o rg a n iz a tjio n  
founded  in  th e  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  f o r  th e  p u rpose  o f  p ro v id 
in g  t r u e  and a c c u ra te  in fo rm a tio n  tow ard  th e  s o l u t i o n  o f 
p rob lem s o f  human se x  b e h a v io r .

.m ■H J ; piyiFW
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i t i c r t t a c h i n e

New  Deal
s a l u t e s

For Deviates
The above head ing  wasj g i r e n  t o  an  e d i t o r i a l  vdiich appeared  

l a s t  F a l l  in  th e  C anadian w eek ly . F la sh ,  o f  T o ro n to , and th e  
e d i to r iá .1 — alo n g  w ith  Ijwo l i t t e r s  w hich i t  p rom pted— a re  re 
p roduced  below.

Some r e a d e r s  w i l l  n ^ te  t l a t  th e  e d i t o r i a l  a l s o  ap peared  in  
a  r e c e n t  is s u e  o f One m agazine. But because th e  s ta n d  ta k e n  by 
th e  C anadian new spaper i s  c o n s id e re d  such  an i s ^ o r ta n t  p rec e 
d e n t in  Am erican J o u r n a l i s n  by th e  com m ercial p r e s s ,  th e  Re
v iew  J o in s  in  g iv in g  F la s h 's  s t ro n g  move w id e s t p o s s ib le  pub
l i c i t y ,  and s a lu te s  i t  f o r  a bo ld  and h u m a n ita ria n  d e c is io n .

With a British Boyal Commission and the powerful Ameritan Bar Association 
urging it, the day is not far distant when homosexual acts between consenting adults 
in private will no longer be a criminal offence in Britain and the United States.

Where does Canada stand jn this world advance in legal thinking? What Is 
this nation doing to bring our Criminal Code into line with modern 
medical opinion?

from the evidence we are doing nothing. Revisiops of the 
Criminal Code during the last jsesaion of Parliament contained 
no reference to altering the settion! governing sexual deviates.
As in the past century insane people were beaten with'clubs to 
"cure" them, Canada is still punishing people because they were 
born with blue eyes.

The homosexual was born Iftat voy. He cannot change even 
it he wants to, any more than hejeon change the color of his eyes, 
authorities are agreed. Why, then, h he punished for something

And why is the punishment so sevage? When the bank robber is caught he may 
be given five years in prison. He comes out with the chance to live down his past.

No such fate awaits the defected homosexual. He Is a marked man for life. He 
need not even have been conJictecL As when McCarthyIsm was at Its height in 
the United States, to be even occirsed is fatal.

But what does his "crime!" consist of? It consists only of conduct which 
heterosexual adults consider redugnr rnf or infantile. It harms nobody else but the 
homosexual, if it harms him. '

Has Society a right to snood ''■*> private lives of individuals? If two con
senting men or women decide to foilow their inborn notvre. Is it anyone's business 
but theirs? Must we beat the cripple because he had polio as a. child? If homo
sexuals affront nobody by who! they do behind closed doors, should net their 
privacy be respected and protedled as much as that of a  husband and wife?

ixpert opinion to-day believes ii should. The Criminal Code says it should not. 
(The Crimina/ Cpde also says that bingo, lotteries and sweepstakes should be 
banned, but thousands of Canadians tnjoy these entertalnmants.)

In Britain case after recent case involving laborers, noblemen, actors, bus 
drivers, clergymen, soldiers, doctors, farmers and clerks — men from all walks 
of life and of all grades of intelligi nce and ability -  has convinced a growing 
body of opinion that present laWs dealing with sexual deviates are not only use
less but brutal as well.

On this medical 
he cannot help?



ProMcvtion and imprisonment do not change the offender. He cemes out of 
prison and goes straight back to repeat his "crime" until caught again  ̂ The only 
difference is that he is now more wary, mere desperately determined pot to be 
again found ‘ out.

The point Is that what Society is stubbornly calling "criminal" behaviour in 
the belief that the homosexual acts that way out of malice or spite, is the only 
natural behaviour to him. He was born with blue eyes!

Sex deviates know the harsh punishment that is in store for them if they are 
detected. They have seen other deviates crucified, ruined socially and financially 
for following their nature.

So the deviate must lead two lives or do the impossible and stifie his sex
urge. H the heterosexual man or woman was ordered by law to give up his sex
or her sex urge, the heterosexual would fight to the death to defy that order. 
Yet Society coolly demands that the homosexual give up one of his strongest 
instincts with never a protest.

It is a cr̂ uel demand and an unfair one. It is an impossible demand. But it
is made by law. A savage law. A law which compels thousands of human beings
to live in constant terror of discovery and makes them the prize target of biock- 
mailers. For to be even accused, let olono convicted, means utter ruin.

And the unending strain of ieading a double life is loo much for mony in- 
dividuals. There is grim irony in the fact that the Socfety whose unrealistic laws 
drive many sexual deviates to nervous breakdowns, often winds up paying the 
bill for their treatment in insane asylums for life.

This is what the British Royal Commission has found out and this is what the 
American Bar Association has echoed. The Royal Commission declared that so long 
as both parties were of age, both consented and their conduct was privrrte, their 
conduct was no concern of the police or the courts. The American Bar Association 
Rally declared that if deviates were harming no one '.'so, they should! not be 
harmed themselves. /

But both of these authoritative groups except only 
cases which fall within the above terms. Homo
sexual attacks an minors or offacks with violence on 
anyone, must still be punished severely.

In line with this expert opinion FLASH will no 
longer report court charges or trials where the three 
elements of age, consent and privacy are present. 
But this newspaper will go farther than that.

The present sections of tho Canadian Criminal 
Code dealing with sex deviation need revision in the 
light of modern medkal knowledge. Public opinion 
must be aroused to change these sections as it was 

once aroused to change the laws which imprisoned people for debt or hung them 
for stealing a loaf of bread.

And so FLASH will campaign for those changes and report what both top 
authorities and our readers have to say on the subject. For only when those 
changes are made will thdiisands of Canadian men and women now living in 
constant fear of ugly, senseless persecution be relieved. This campaign may not 
be popular but it will be right. That's good enough for FLASH!

THEN THE SOUND AND FURY BROKE L O O S E . . .
SiK If we, who have a normal 

desire for the opposite sex, are re- 
quired by Society to suppress our 
sexual urge until we are legally 
married, why should we make

homosexuals a privileged group 
by condoning their sexual rela
tions without demanding that they 
be wed?

If, on the basis of the findings

of the British Royal ConJiiiiion 
and the Atiierican Bar Assoeiatioii, 
thia country should ever s4notion 
the practice of homosexjualism 
without requiring the parties in
volved to tic some marital knot, 
it must also sanction free jnxual 
love between single man and 
women. Such a thing'woUld, of 
course, lead to complete chaj», but 
It would be the only proper line 
of action ĵ lf homosexuals efijoyed 
such privuegsB.

Should the activities of 
sexuali ever be sanction 
Canada, a special conti^act ^
be devised Whereby homosexuals' 
could be bound together at legal 
marital couples; and the sanie laws 
concerning age, consent, adultery 
and divorce. should be applicable 
to such a unlbn as It is to present 
marriages—with some revision, of 
course, in view of the unusual ,

' nature of sucl^ a union,  ̂ v  „
If lumtosexuals decline the pos

sibility of bidding themselves to
gether In wedlock, it [would be 
obvious that they didn't want to 
limit their sexual pleasures to any 
one party In tha same way a hus
band and wife are limited; hence, 
we would be justified in conclud
ing that their so-caUed "love" was^ 
actually a degenerate farce and^ 
should be i considered no less 
reprehenslbl* than | promiscuous  ̂
sixual activity on bshalt of nor
mal men uid women who aren’t 
marrlsd. I

Back Issues of FLASH clearly ') 

demonstrate that, unlike most ; 
norms! lovers, homosexuals pass ■ 
frwn one partner to another and 
Bomettanaa evën accept payment 
for their services like common 
prostitutaB. Some are married 
man and women, widowers and 
widows and some even have 
riiUdrm.

If we are to elevate that un
natural brand of love to the same 
■lane ae love between man and 
woman, let them iM lubjeet to the 
same laws and othlai titat a hus
band and wife a n  subjeet to ~

no promiscuity by

FRANK
and that means 
either partner.

Halifax
(Editor’s Note: DeepUe "laws 

and ethics,” heterosexnal nnions 
are by no means free of presnis- 
cuhy or adultery as a rising 
divorce rate shows).

Sir: Never did I expect to find 
myself in complete agreement 
with any article appearing in 
FLASH, but I feel 1 must offer 
you my sincére' and heartfelt 
congritulations oii your coura
geous and able editorial entitled 
•NEW DEAL FOR DEVlA’n S ,"  
as set forth in your Oct. 1 issue. 
That your opinion on this vital ] 
topic, I so lucidly expressed, was 
timely, there can be no doubt, but 
that this very necessary mission 
of pleading the eauae of the 
“normal” homoaexual oefore an 
Indifferent and very often biaaed 
public was not undertaken by one 
of the major publications in order 
to reach a wider reading public, 
is a matter for regret.

Stiil, your paper baa pavad the 
way for frank diicussiona of a 
subject which, through agitating 
the minds of more people each 
year, will eventually lead to a 
public demand for a change in our 
archaic penal code dealing with 
sex deviates.

As a oongenitel homosexual 1 
vehemently proteat against the 
barbaric injuatioa of impriaoning 
adulU found guilty of homoaaxusl 
practices in private with a con
senting adult partner. If a prison 
term were to ensure a curs, no 
grounds for complaint would be 
valid; but it has been mere than 
amply provtp that thoM who have 
bean eonflned to ou* P*®***®“ 
tiv iM  for thli offUM l}*;w >n- 
uoM riy batB raUtaad whh tijsir 
se-«alM  "vtoimiir prapw^tifa 
uiMhockad w  allMvatad, pitia « 
bitter raaantinoBt.aiaW  a ® ^  
tor BuniaWi« tham tor a trait 
wbloh h  part of tW r nature and



which no amount of sagaveiy 
will eradicate.

Living, as we do, in the fear 
of detection with resulting ostrac
ism, prison or blackmail, is it any 
wonder that many homosexuab 
develop neurotic tendencies lead
ing to insanity or suicide?

It should not be thought that 
tlic majority of homosexuals aie 
of the loose wrist, lisping vintage 
eager to parade his anomaly in the 
market place, like some of our less 
evolved brethren. Not a few of 
them are filling responsible posi-s 
in the business world, but their 
efforts in a measure are handi

capped by the Sword of Damocles 
hanging o’ter their heads.

Freed from the fear of persecu
tion, I venture to predict that the 
majority of t homosexuals would 
be a decided asset in the cultural 
life of any community, instead of 
living in abject fear, of detection; 
f<Jr it must be remembered ti^ t 
when Nature takes away with one 
hand, she gives generously with 
the other, and so we find the fields 
of drama, painting, music and 
literature enriched by the labors 
of many of the despised homo
sexuals.

INVERT
Vancouver

New Newsstand in Denver

S c o t t y ' s  N ew sstand , 1 (¡59 Ca l i  fo r n ia  s t r e e t ,  D enver,

C o lo ra d o , nrm has c o p ie s  o f  the  Review from  th e  July- 
A ugust is s u e  to  d a te .  I t  i s  lo c a te d  n e x t  to  M ozart 
C lu b .

Paterson, New Jersey, Shop Has Copies

M arket S t r e e t  S p o t ,  257 M arket s t r e e t ,  P a te r so n  I ,  
New J e  y ,  new h a n d le s  the R ev iew , b e g in n in g  w i th
th e  O ctober i s s u e .

COMMISSIONS FOR DISTRIBUTORS
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"MY SISTER MY BELOVED" by 
Edwina Mark. The Citadal Press, 
N ew  York. 1955. Reviewed here by 
Del Martin of San Frandsco, this 
new book on (he lesbian theme is 
not recommended by the reviewer 
who states that it is sensational in
stead of significant,

*  S THE JACKET of this book
says, "For the -reader -who is 

not afraid to learn, it may well prove 
a more than illuminating glimpse into 
the world of what most of us thin!: 
of as ' abnormal':" The publisher 
could very v/ell omit the quotes 
around the word abnormal; the book 
depicts characters who are just that. 
The alcoholic, the sadist, the maso
chist, the prostituted, the abortionist, 
the drug addict, the dope peddler, 
the incestuous, the murderer are all 

rep'osented here.
It is a book of sensuality and sen

sationalism, rather well written for 
the type of book it is, but a far cry 
from Radcliffe Hall's "The Well of 
Loneliness" with which the publisher 
audaciously compares Miss Mark's 
first novel.

For too long now publishers have 
been managing to overrun the mar
ket with much mediocre and inferior 
material on the lesbian theme by (ag
ing their new ware with a  reference 
to the "Well". It ii not only mislea^^ 
ing, it is also downright libelous for 
these "sexsation ' seekers to take a 
free ride on the reputation of Miss 
Hall's book

Edwina Mark is 23 years old, un
married, and lives in New York's 
.Greenwich Village. It would seem 
she is having her fling. Perhaps 
when she becomes d litt'e more ma
ture and less impressed by the sea
mier side of life, she may turn her 
ability to write 'a  siilfple and direct 
style to far better advantage. There 
are characters, <sfid then there are 
"characters'!.

Devoid of Rhyme or Rea^^
DESPERATE ASYLUM. Fletcher Flora. 

Paper Bound. Lion Library, 40 
cents. This book was reviewed 
by Jack Parrish. He says it is 
a  little hard to understand why 
it wes ever written/

A beautiful alcoholic lesbian 
meets a  self-tortured gentlemen of 
the old school, who is impotent. Her 
brother, in the hopes of assisting

her to become normal, persuader 
her to many him. They know a 
happily married heterosexual couple 
\.ho experience safe and sane sex 
rotations. She tells her husband all, 
drinks even moiU heavily, and he 
kills both her an|l himsell. The het
erosexual couple wonder if they 
shouldn't have tried to comprehend

T



what was ever wrong with them 
They then experience sale and sane 
ce't relations.

Donald Webster Cory suggests' in 
THE HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA 
'hat the usual violent ending of most 
homosexual novels results from the 
vrriters' own personal frustrations,

vraiher than front a depiction of ac
tual circumstances. This writer’s 
li^t novel, STRANGE SISTERS, was 
narked by a certain morbidly mac
abre power. The second, judging 
from the gray pall that envelops 
it, must have been written during a 
manic-depressive phase. j

SOME MYTHS ABOUT THE SEX OFFENDER 

(C ontinued from  page 13)

type of behavior in which they have discovered 
satisfaction. Any thoroughly frustrated, rigidly 
repressed personality may conceivably explode 
into violence, it is true. There is no evidence, how
ever, that this occurs more frequently among sex 
offenders than others; indeed there is good psy
chological ground to'believe that individuals who 
experience some outlet of sexual tensions are less 
likely to need release of rage and aggression. 
Progression from minor to major sex crinjes is 
exceptional, though an individual may engage at 
any given time in a variety of forms of sex outlets. 
We note from Kinsey’s study the diversity of sex
ual outlet, but this does not suggest that the in
dividual progresses, compulsively or otherwise^ 
from minor to major sex crimes. On the contrary, 
as Dr. Manfred S. Guttmacher,^ chief medical 
officer of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore, Mary
land, has noted from his broad experience in these 
cases

The popular conception which, it seems to me, must 
be a basic postulate of these laws (sex psychopath s ta t
utes), tha t serious criminal sexual behavior evolves 
progressively from less serious sexual offenses, is false. 
Evidence points to the contrary. The individual who has 
found a method of releasing his neurotic tension, as for 
example in exhibitionism, has adopted this way of act
ing out his intrapsychic conflicts because it best meets 
his unconscious needs. He is conditioned to it and he is 
very unlikely to seek other methods to accomplish this 
end.

- Manfred S. Guttmacher, Srxaal Ogennet. New Ifork: W. W. Norton 
and Company, 1951, p. 131.

And Dr. Karl M. Bowman, siperintendent of 
the Langley Porteij Clinic in California says the 
f o l l o w i n g I  I

I t should be stated explicitly tha t persona convicted 
of serious sex crimes do not commonly begin with 
voyeurism and exhibitionism and work up to crimes of 
violence and murder. Sex offenders have the same tend
ency as do other criminals to stick to similar types of 
offense. I t  is well known that burglars seldom become 
forgers, and vice versa. Such criminals stick to a  par
ticular type of criminal behavior; the same is largely 
true of sex offenders.

5. That it is possible to predict the danger of 
serious crimes being committed by sex deviates.— 
Reports from 75 prominent psychiatrists reveal 
a consensus that it is impossible to predict the oc
currence of serious crime with any accuriwy. This 
inability to predict is of special importance in re
lation to recent laws that are designed to constrain 
individuals who have committed po law violations 
as well as minor sex deviates and ^ven juveniles.

To be sure, prognostic tests of various sorts 
have been employed to a limited extent in clinical  ̂
research on sexual deviates and offenders; mainly 
Rorschach, Thematic Apperception Tests, the 
Electroencephalograph, and the amytol and pen- 
tothal drugs for brief narcosynthesis. The results 
of such work thus far is interesting but quite in
conclusive : there appears to be some possibility of 
showing a correlation between certain sexual de
viations and typical responses on Rorschach and 
there is limited indication of peculiar patterns of 
psychopaths, sexual and other types, on elec
troencephalographs, but these have not been 
shown to have predictive value for criminal be
havior. ,

A California legislative committee on sex crimes 
concluded, after several months of study, that “it 
is practically impossible to predict, on the basis 
of any known criteria, what individuals will be 
implicated ih serious sex crimes.” This accords 
with the finding of the New Jersey Commission on

* Karl H. Bowman. Menas S. Grecory Leetara, New York Onivenitri 
Bellevue Medical Cenler, Colleire of Medicine, January 24. 1»61.



vrhich^'^the authorthe Habitual Sex Offender 
served in 1949 and 1950.

6. That "sex psychopathy" or sex deviation is 
a clinical entity.—Two-thirds of the psychiatric 
authorities consulted by the writer pointed to the 
wide disagreement among psychiatrists as to the 
meaning of the term, “sex psychopath.” More than 
half of them maintained that this condition is not 
a sufficiently clear diagnostic entity to justify 
legislation concerning the type. Hospital authori
ties handling cases of sex psychopaths committed 
by the courts find, in fact, a wide variety of psy
chological types; neurotics, psyehetiM, schizoids, 
feeble-minded, epileptics, constitutional homosex
uals* alcoholics, and many who are normal. In 
different states the authorities look for different 
qualities as evidence of dangerous sexual psy
chopathy; the cases they adjudicate as such dis
play varied forms of sex deviation and assorted 
types of personality organization.

The sex statutes recently enicted in 17 juris
dictions have been directed for the most part at 
“sex psychopaths” or “psychopathic personali
ties.” New York and New Jersey are exceptions 
in more specifically delimiting the group covered.
The statutory definitions by which the several 
jurisdictions have attempted to define the cover
age of their psychopath laws Have in fact made 
even more vague what was already quite unclear

'Concerning the sorts of cases that were designed 
to be included. The general reluctance observed in 
applying the statutes may well riesult in part from 
uncertainty as to the sorts of cases that should be 
covered. The descriptive clauses in the enactments 
leave much to be desired either from the point of 
view of medical diagnosis or court application.

Insanity and feeble-mindedness are generally 
excluded by the terras of the laws, but there re
mains a virtually unlimited area of psychological 
variability that can be interpretpd to come within 
their intended scope. The concepts employed to 
define the psychopath, such as mental disorder, 
mental illness, mental disease, emotional instabil-

ity, impulsiveness in behavior, and other similar 
qualities are far from specific in their meaning. 
This is particularly trùe if psychological deviation 
is viewed as a relative matter, with wide gradation 
from normal to abnormal, and with a majority of 
men somewhere in between. The more functional 
terms applied in some of the laws, suggesting a 
“propensity” to se i crimes, or lack of customary 
standards of good judgment, have very little util
ity for distinguishing the psychopath or the ab
normal sex'offender from other sexual deviates. 
Such expressions could easily be applied to sex of
fenders who are nonpathological in their psycho
logical orientation.

7. That these individuals are lustful and over
sexed.—From the point of view of their treatment 
and their dangerousness, it is important to realise 
that most of the sex deviates treated under me 
laws are undersexed rather than hypergonadal 
types. A majority are passive or nonaggressive. 
The problem is very rarely one of drives too strohg 
to control, as commonly recommended prograips 
of casiration, sterilization, and close correctional 
cuàtody would imply. A recent study of sex of
fenders at the Menlo Park Diagnostic Center in 
New Jersey found 54 percent of them to be dis
tinctly sexually inhibited, 68 percent to display 
inadequate personalities, and 91 percent soijie 
measure of emotional immaturity.

Sexual deficiency'is characteristic of exhibition
ists and voyeurs and quite commonly of pedophil- 
iacs, passive homosexuals, fetishists, and compul
sive murderers. To put it somewhat differently, 
the drive to sex crime is most often psychic rather 
than ' physiological and in such cases must be 
treated, if at all, on the psychological level. With 
the exception of rape, which is a youthful and 
vigorous offense, the>average age of sex offenders 
is significantly high* than that for other crimes 
(46.7 years comparednvith 29.3 years in Califor
nia). These men are past their prime. As Gut^ 
mâcher has put it, “Sex offenses do not appear to
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be due primarily to the heifirhtened sexual tìirust of 
adolescence, but rather to a failure to obtain nor
mally a satisfying sexual adjustment as the years | 
have passed.” With a high age of onset of d e^ n t, 
criminal sexual behavior and a low level of libidi
nal output, we find good reasons why except for 
minor compulsive types—their rates of recidivism 
are low. This does not imply that their psycho
logical problems have been solved by convirtion in 
a criminal court, of course, but many do appear 
to respond to the danger of arrest and incarcera-  ̂
tion by more careful control in the expression of 
their impulses. For most sexual deviates the state 
can hope to accomplish little more than this deter
rent function.

8. That reasonably effective treatment methods 
to cure deviated sex offenders are known and em
ployed.—As compared with other types of psycho
logical and constitutional abnormality, we are 
peculiarly at a loss in the handling of abnormal 
sex offenders. Methods of effective treatment have 
not yet been worked out. The states that have 
passed special laws on the sex deviate do not even 
attempt- treatment. The “patients” are kept in 
bare custodial confinement. This point is central 
to the atrocious policy of those jurisdictions that 
commit noncriminals and minor deviates for in
definite periods to mental hospitals where no 
therapy is offered. Most psychiatrists indicate that 
psychotherapy of some sort should be given to 
sex offenders, but they are in agreement that pro
fessional staffing is not available to perform this

^ work and that an unknown but undoubtedly very 
high percentage of deviates would not respond to 
such treatment. In private practice the treatment 
applied to the sex deviate by many psychiatrists 
is designed to help him accept his peculiarity with
out guilt feelings and to be more discrete in its 
expression. The point should be stressed that com
mitment of a sex deviate to a state mental hospital 
does not imply clinical treatment. These institu
tions lack the space, the personnel, the treatment 
methods, or even the desire to handle deviated
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sex offenders who are nonpsychotic. '
The California legislative committee on sex, 

crimes, after surveying the various methods of! 
treatment with which some experimental work 
has been done on sex deviates, found them ail 

'ineffectual or inconclusive as to effect with the 
possible exception of individual psychotherapy, 
“considered to be the most effective therapy 

I but . . . admittedly the most expensive and . . . 
prohibitive on a large scale.” Dr. Karl M. Bow
man, who is doing experimental research on sex
ually deviated offenders, has said: “At the present 
time it must be admitted that the results of treat- 

I ment'are, on the whole, unsatisfactory. There is 
great need of developing better and simpler tech
niques.”

9. That the sex controljaws passed recently in

S -third of the states are getting at the brutal 
vicious sex criminal and should be adopted 

generally to tcipe out sex crime.—Data secured 
from the several jurisdictions reveal that, al
though the laws have been passed in response to 
public fears about the dangerous and aggressive 
offenders, in fact these are the types less fre
quently brought under the statutes in actual ad-'’ 
ministration. Most of the persons adjudicated are 
minor deviates, rarely if ever “sex fiends.”

Under the Los Angeles Police Reports (1948) 
covering all sex offenses under California stat
utes except prostitution and rape, 1,983 persons 
were c o n v ic t  of sex offenses of whom only 26 
were remanded to the Adult Authority for a state 
prison term, the remainder dravring jail, fines, 
and suspended sentences. Here as elsewhere the 
courts were apparently not led to believe that the 
offenders were dangerous types.

Guttmacher, in his study of 172 cases referred 
for clinical report, notes that only one of the 36 
cases of serious sex crimes (rape and forc^ sex 
relations with children) had ever been previously 
arrested for an adult sex crime. Albert Ellis finds 
in a New Jersey study that only 3 percent of 300



cases employed force or duress in their sex crimes f
sufficient to inflict injury.

10. That civil adjudication of the sex deviate 
and indeterminate commitment to a mental hos
pital is similar to our handling of the insane and, , | 
therefore, human liberties and dite process are not 
involved.—This type of thinkinfiT has been used in ) 
several states to support long^rm custody or 
minor deviates, many of them without a criminal 
charge. U n d e r  these laws the insane and mentally 
defective are specifically excluded. Those covered
are in fact a variety of psychological types that 
have never before been exempted from criminal 
responsibility nor committable to mehtal hos
pitals. No sound reason has ever been advanced/ , 
for committing a “peeper” to a mental hospital 
for an indeterminate period |(or any period) of 
time where he will be segregated from his com
munity and family in an unproductive existence 
at state, expense. Nevertheless this has become 
commoi\ practice today under the recent legisla
tion throughout the country. Regardless of the 
tj^e of court employed to attain this result, it is 
in effect a serious punishment in wh|ch liberty and 
due process are vitally involved. Reasoning to the |
contrary is founded in a technical legalism of the 
most vicious sort.

11. That the slea: problem can be solved merely
by passing a new law on it.—Common sense must /
indicate to the contrary. Certainly experience with 
these laws reveal^ the futility of ineffectual legis
lation. In general the statutes appear to have 
served only the purpose of satisfsdng the public 
temporarily that “something is being done.” In 
fact, fortunately, very little is being done under

' the sex psychopath laws in most states, but that 
little is worse in effect than leaving the offender 
to the operation of the traditional criminal law 
would have been. Thus far no problems have been 
resolved by the w w  sex laws that have been en
acted. On the contrary, some extreniely dangerous
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pi%cedents have been established (1) for adjudi
cating individuals without ordinary due process— 
even in six states without a criminal char^, 
(2) for indeterminate commitments to mental hos
pitals of individuals who are not insane and who 
deviate little or not at all from normal psycho
logically, and (3) for providing hospital custody 
to a growing body of minor sex deviates who are 
to be held until “cured” though without treatment, 
at great cost to the taxpayer and vnth serious 
diminution of the facilities available for those 
mental patients who are seriously disturbed.

As Dr. Winfred Overholser, superintendent of 
Saint Elizabeths Hospital in Washington, D. C., 
said several years ago before the passage of the 
recent convulsion of laws

Considerable improvement could be brought about in 
dealing with the problem of the sexual offender if ex
isting laws were given a fa ir  trial. Adequate mental 
examination before disposition and the establishment of 
court clinics fo r this purpose, the - employment of psy
chiatrists in corrections institutions and a consideration 
of their findings by parole boards do not call for legisla
tion. Eventual changes in the laws relating to the in
determinate sentence and the establishment of a  “trea t
ment tribunal” may be found to be desirable, but no one 
should deceive himself th a t he is helping to aolve the 
crime problem by joining the hue and cry for new laws, 
which may be passed without study a t the behest of 
popular clamor, only to be promptly forgotten.

• Winfred Overhober, "The Chnilense of Sex Offenden 
Adminbtrntlve Mental Hygiaru, 22:20, 198B.

—Lecnl end

The preceding a r f ic ie  waa reprin ted from the amgaaine, 
RSBBAL PBOSATION, a journal o f correctional philoao- 
phy and p ra cfice ,/u n e  1955, The amgatine ia publiahed 
by the Adaiiniatrative Office o f th e  United Statea Courta, 
in  cooperation w ith the Bureau of Priaona o f the De- 
par tamnt o f Juatice, Baahington, D. C. The author. Dr. 
Tappfn, now on the faculty o f Hew York U niveraity, 
waa ^ i r m n  o f the U. S . Board o f Parole (on leave 
from NYU) 1953-1954. Be ia author o f  DeliaqM at G irls  
ia  Court (1947) and Ja rsa ile  Deliaqneacy (1949) and 
ia  ed ito r  o /  Coatei?orary Correctioa (1951).
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NEWSLETTERS: A rea n e w s le t te r s  a re  p u b lis h e d  by ea ch  o f  above
a r e a  c o u n c i ls  (Los A ngeles—Long Beach a r e  com bined). S u b sc r ip -  
t i o i i ,  $1 p e r  y e a r  f o r  12 i s s u e s .  A l l  M a tta ch in e  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  
in c lu d in g  n e w s le t t e r s ,  Review and in fo rm a tio n  b o o k le ts ,  a r e  
a lw ays m a iled  f i r s t  c l a a s  in  s e a le d  en v e lo p e .

oH 7 JiHifM of tho iloviMr't
t i

f H ’i t  year
poefcage deaf; $3

IN T B  PACnCS BAL, you get the issues v ia  parcel 
poat: Six regular b i-aeatU y issues and the speoial
"Beuus* sd ltiou  of December 19SB.

bound volume: $7
BODMD VnUDB contalss a l l  1955 editions i s  peruaseut 
book foru. cloth  bound. Slace orders for th is  v o l-  
uas n s t  M grouped, a lla ir30  -  60 days for delivery.
Mailed paetpuid. Culiforaia reoidsste add 3^ salsa  
tax . (NOEB: The shore price sapercedes ths losssr
priess atutsd iu  1955, sad ars e ffec tiv e  for a l l  
orders rsosired  a fter February 1, 1966)
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SEND ORDERS WITH REUITTANCB TO:

■ attachine REVIEW
693 MISSION STREET > SAN FRANCISCO
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2ad, 3rd, 4th , 5th, 6th aad Bo b u s  Isanss

lack Capias ^
■vary m a so ilm  ia iiaw unfti you'v* rocrf HI
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“Do you mean to explain that the Mattachine Review 
and the projects and educational program tX the Mattadilhe 
Society are the effort less than>100 persons?”

We hear that invariably when people find out how sma|v 
this organization really Is. But it’s true: The Mattachine 
Society today includes less than 100 persons seriously in- 
terestad in working for a solution for the proMemsof person
al adjustment, emotional behavior and e;q>resdon of a vast 
n u m ^ crfp e«^  today. ^

ihduded are several organised diapters In sevm l dties 
—c o ^  to coast

But the work these people are doing, partictdariy in 
educating the public and aiding recognized researche^qieits, 
is a Job that r ^ r e s  the aid of far nnore pe< ^  than those 
presentiy committed to the effort ^

Your help, in foct is vital. ^ dose relative, friend, asso
ciate or a member ni yourfamUy may be affected, and may, 
in time, b e n ^  from what Mattachine Is attemfittig to do.

How can you hdp? That’s easy to ieam: 9ra|ily wiite to 
the Boaid of Urectors, at the address bdow: Vour doliars 
wHI help spell an end to humai>tnige4y If you s« d  IhemIt
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