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By Henry Silver

AERTAIN STAtEI«NTS in the Ats purpose was to restrict tihe free-
-majority opinion and the fulll dom of movement of the lower

weight of Uie dj*nting opinion of
the case Edelman v. California (344
U. S. 337), indicate that the Su-
preme Coor™ of the United States
tnay hold section 647 () of the
California Penal Code invalid if the
issue of constitutionality is reason-,
ably presented. Doubts have been
expressed with regard to the statute

alidi(y. Before an attempt
to analyze the recent pronounce-
ments of the; Supreme Court, the
history, and /interpretation of the
statute will be traced from a critical
vicwtx>int. \
The History of the Statute
vigrancy defined as a person’s
roaming from place to place with-
out useful purpose was not originally
a coiftmon law offense. It is based
on English enactments dating, baick
to the Statute of Ulwurers in 1349.

| About This Article

Attoitiey Henry Silver of Los
Angeles is a prominent member
of the Bar of that city. The
article published here with the ;
special permission of the writer, {
first appeared in the iLos Angeles
Daily Journal, legal newspaper.
Extensive research went into the
preparation of this work, because
the aiitimr views the “dperation
of the Caltfomu suiuie af a
threat, to civil,liberties of alt
persons. Siniilaf sututes aie in
force in most states.

classes in a feudal society. In later
statutes of this type various common
law dffenses against mords and
decency were incorporated on the
theory that they are frequently com-
mitted by vagrants. |
These were classified in three cat-
agories: the "idle and disorderly,”
"rogues and vagabond™' and in-

ight
*ron ; tnose 'tmtnd to De incorrigible
were scntenc” to death without the
benefit of.clergy.

The legislatures of the several
States enacted vagrancy laws which
follow the historical pattern but arc
sufficiently diversified as not to
permit a common statement of thejr
validity, undéi the federal Constitu-
0N,

Interpretation of the Statutes <"

H"c we are only concerned with
subsection 5 of Sec. 647 of the Cali-

fornia Penal Code whilh reads as
follows; "Every idle, 'or lewd, or
dissolute person o”associate of
known thieves . . . -iia vagrant and
is punishable ty a fine of not exceed-
ing five hundred dollars or by itn-
prisonment in the couflty'Ajail not ex-
ceeding six months, or by both such
fine and imprisonment." The lang-.

1 Aubry W. Grossman in_"Who is a i*grant
'/Qr?Uf“m'a'" 25 California Law 1%eview

2. Kenny: Outlines of Criminal Law, Page 557.
5. EJwa'r,J Abbot Parry: Vagabonds All.



uage of the statute immediately
suggests that i certain character or
character trait of a person is made
a criminal offense. This is borne out
by People -v. 'Crtig (1907),
(152 C 42, 91 P 997), involving
resistance to an arrest which was
| declared to be lawful because the
misdemeanor was committed in the
presence of the police officer. The
only thing "ccmitted”’Tn the offi-
cer’s presence! was the arresting
officer's knowledge that the defend-
ant had frequented saloons and
rented out premises for a house of
Jsrostitution—riot -af the time of
arrest but within three months be-
fore the arrest!

From there the court went on to
say; "And it makes no difference
that this ipecieS of vagrancy cannot
be committed byl a single ket ob-
servable at one point of time. A
sefies of acts extending over a con-
siderable period of \wne and only
constituting a criming offense be-
cause of their continuance and
Irepetition.” i - N
j It is obvious then that the offend-
ing character constitutes the crime;
ibut that the character has to be
proved by a series of acts. '

In People v. Scott (1931) (113
C. A 778, 296 P. 601),| inroads
were made on (He requirement of a
multiplicity of acts to prove the
character of the defendant. The case
involved a woman dancing in the
nude at a men’s smoker and the
court stated .after a discussion of the
Craig case:, "There are however
bther acts which are of such nature
as reasonably to justify an inference
that no one not of lewd or dis-
solute character would do jsuch an
(act even once.” The finkl logical
sequence was reached in People v.
Lund (1934). (137 C. A. 781, 27
P. 2n 958). In this case the defend-
ant had not committed any aa with

in the jurisdiction of,,the trial court.
The court stated: "Plainly the Su-
preme Court’s conclusion (referring
to the Craig case) t lat one is guilty
of being a vagrant at any time or
place where he is ft und, so long as
the character remains unchanged,,
although then and there innocent of
any act demonstrating this characi ,
ter.” This interpretation makes it

clear that the lewd character of a
person is the only corpus delicti
required by the section without any
concern to specific acts.
The Hun” Charicter as a Crime
This would seenji contrary to the
well established principle—not only
in this' country but in all Western
jurisprudence— that only a volun-
tary act of commission or omission
can be the basis of a criminal offense.
Section 15 of>the California Penal
Code define”™ a public offense is "an
act committeed or omitted in vio-
lation of a law forbidding or com-
manding it.” .CIMrly the statement
that the"act” of neing idle, .lewd or
dissolute constitutes' the offense has
no validity,.ibecause this is not an
act ins(he common usage of the word

-Z

nor is it always voluntary. It involves
character which at least, in part |is
molded by erivirorunental factors
completely outside the volition of
the individual. To make a distinction
between character and status in this
case would be only a play with words
jince the sect”n does not refer to
Relationships with other people or
iutside objects. If the endowment
Ryith a certain charactef or person-
ality is the object of the crime and
specific acts have lost even their
secondary importance of evidencing
this type of character or personality,
then any distinction between noii-
Criminal opinion, behavior devia-
Rion and criminal disloyalty is ob-
literated. There is nothing to prevent
the prosecution of a- person for
holding unpopular beliefs as long
as such beliefs in somebody’s opin-
ion make the prson lewd and dis-
solute. It would * m however that
to punish a person for haying a
certain character is not a proper
objective of legislative endeavor and
that any such statute violates the Due
Process Clause of the FourteShth
Amendment, ,
Conduct as to the Offense

Another objection to the lewd
vagrancy statute, based on a different
aspect of the- Due process Clause,
is that the cited section is too vague
knd indefinite for equal and non-
Jiscriminatory enforcement. Little
woujld therefore be gained from a
different interpretation or amend-
ment of the section to the effect that
idle, lewcj or dissolute conduct is
required by the section. Only brief
comment will be given to the-first
Grt'of this subsection "idle” and

* part "Associate of known
thieves.” In Re McCue (1908),
(7 C. A. 765, 96 P. 893), the court
stated: "We are mclined to view
that while idleness, whether it t«
thatpf the "idle rich” or "idle poor

m o\ E e EH-

.associate.”

is a prolific source of crime, still it
is not competent for the legislature
to denounce mere inaction as a crime
without some qualification.” While
a mere dictum in that case, it was
reluctantly distinguished and there-
by recognized in Re Cutler (1934),
(TC. A, 2d. 273, 36 P. 441). In
the same manner it can hardly be
conceived how it would be compe-
tent for the legislature to embark
on the enterprise of selei®ing asso-
ciates for the citizens of this State.
In Ex Parte Smith (135 Mo 223, 33
L R A; 606), the court struck
down a mere definitive statute claim-
ing it to be as "unjust and unreasbn-/
able for a legislative body to under-
take to forbid certaiai.assof;iates as
to command with whom %me should
People v, Belcastro
(1934), ( 356 111 144,°190,N. E.
301), followed the same reasoning.
If this part of the section'is to re-
main on the statute book, guilt by
association would become a fully
accepted legal principle.
Lewdness and DissolutetaeM
This then brings us to a

sion of the terms "lewd!” anil "dis-
solute,” the piece de res'islince of
the section. Re McCue, supra, inter-
prets the terms as follows: " . ..
lewdness and dissoluteness—terms
used interchangeably, but each of
which applies to the unlawful indul-
gence of lust whether in public or
private.” Thie court then cites Ex
Parte Tuttle, (91 C 590, 127 P.
934), for a definition of unlawful
lust: "Any practice the ten*"y of
which, as shown by experience, is to
weaken or corrupt the moralsi of
those who follow it.” Theldefinition
is thereby reduced to the tautology:
lewd is what is against the morals.
The-dictionary definitions of the
terms as lascivious, licenti®s and
libidinous are not of much help

either. AN >



It is in the nature of such a
sweeping prohibition that a’-judge
or juror who is looking for objective
standards is faced with insurmount-
aWc djfeulties, while arbitrary ten-
denciei' are fostered by unlimited
dikretion. The concept of lewdness
and dissoluteness is an omnibus
wide etfough to accommodate almost
aify violation of criminal law, and
maybe of morals and religion as
w ellit makes thfe entire penal code
supeefluoui except for the degree or
punii®ment and procedural matters.
The'jodge or juror failing to find
objective standards to guide him
through the immensity of socially
disapproved.conduct creates his own
standards. The judicial function
became legislative in each instance.
And while the intellect of the judge
or juror is so occupied, a strong
appeal to his emotions is made by
the huthly charged words connoting
sexuality to put the stamp of approb-
rium cm a socially harmless hut dif-
ferent pattern.

The same objectivity marks
‘the singular .jdefense ofl reform
whichf is recognized in this crime
and which is as vague as the crime
of vagrancy itself. Apin there are
only individual Standards or idio-
syncrasies to judge when a person
has abandoned lewdness and em-
braced decency. Until he reforms,
the dependent is in constant jeopardy
of being arrested, tried 'and con-
victed innumerable times for the
samd offense. ;Also, the Cu”omaty
distinctions between acts ojf pitroara-
tion, attempt and completed iscipe
lost their importance in the concept
of dissolutenek- >

One mav bonder about the sig-
nifiCafice of g statute thajt first de-
clares a "lewcj" jperson to' be a vag-
rant before i* proceeds, to give the
penalty of the crime. Certainly the
explanation tjiat this type of offense
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is usually committed by persons who
roam over the county is not true
under present conditions if it was
ever true in the past. Immoral acts
are comjnitted by the static as well
as by thfe nomads, W d such acts may
be punished under the doctrine of
Re McCue regardless whether they
are done in public or private. It
would seem tliat a statute that sets
out to outlaw one type' of crime and
then punishes for another type has
no real or substantial relation to its
objective. '

The apologists of flie statute have
pointed out what isYummarized in.
Re McCue as follows: 'To say that
the legislature must specify the manjr
civil and: corrupt practices whiA
might constitute one a lewd or dis-
solute person woujd often render
the enforcement of a police ref-
lation in connection therewith im-
possibly, and this without consider-
ing the indelicacy and impropriety
of expression which would often be
necessary.” It would seem however
that ~fore a regulation can be en-
forced, one has to know how this
ffegulatityi is violated at the risk that
the disclosure would be indelicate.
Law deals with human conduct in its
totality! and not .with only certain
dedicate phases™ in the same manner
as rne”cine does not distinguish
between delicate parts of the human
anatomy. And it is only fair to
inform a person confronted with
imprisonment of the specific act for
which society exacts the drastic
penalty. ,

Since a conviction under this mb-
section carries a Iverdict against the
entire personality of the offender,
it has the effect of ostracising him
in the community, more than my
felony conviction could accomplish..
In addition, section 290 of the Cali-
fornia Penal Code -requires every-
body convicted under this subsection

[S—

to register with the sheriff or chief
of police.;

The uncertainty of'acts and facts
leaves mhe offense shrouded in
mystery and arouses the curiosity
and imagination. A business or pro-
f«s'ional carrer is easily ~destroyed
if the conviction receives any pub-
lcity at all, because "(Vaglewd’”
as the parlance of the,police station
refers to it—looms in such sinister
proportions. This may be one of the
reasons why comparatively few cases
teach appeal courts even when they
iivolve persons of substantial
r*eans; another reason is the reluct-
jntje of many lawyers to represent
clients in "messy” cases.

The Supreme Coun’s View

The recent decision of the Supreme
(‘ourt of the United States in Edel-
man v. California (344 U. S. 35-7),
may lead to an entire réévaluation
(if the vagrancy law by the California
State Courts. The facts underlyiijg
the decision-are-as follows: The
defendant made political speeches
of radical nature in a public park
and solicited funds to carry on his

" work of propaganda. He was con-
lvicted and appealed. The constitu-
tional issue was tiien raised for the
jrst time. There was a substitution’
of attorneys and ‘through inadvert-.
ance of the court clerks the new
.attorney was not notified of the time
of appellate hearings and had no
opportunity to firesent oral' argu-
ment. The judgment was affirmed
and defendant's subsequent petition
for recall of the remittitur vas
denied. Certiorari was then taken to
the U. S.-Supreme Court apparently
on the grounds: 1. Violation of the
Plie Process Clause because the
defendant was denied an oppor-
tunity to be heard in oral argument
at appeal ; 2. Violation of the Equal
Protection Clause infringed by
discrimination enforcement prac-

tices; 3. Denial of Due'™frocess
because of vagueness of the statute.
The Supreme Court held the first
two charges without foundation and
then went on to say'that the question
of invalidity of the statue wjs not-
properly ~fore the court because
it, was not seasonably pi“esented in
accordance withlthe requirements of
State law and because the remedy
df State corpus .was still available
under the doctrine of Re Bell (190
2n 488, 210 P. 2n 78, 80) . There
is a note of regret in the'language of
the decision for the "inability to
décidé petitioner’s daims on the-
merits, whatever 'may be thgir ap-
peal* and also in the statement:

"We granted certiorari because of
serious questions raised as to the
validity of the vagrancy statute and
its application to petitioner.” The
minority opinion is outspoken in
its confdemnation of the statute:
"It would seem a matter of super-
oregation to argue that the provi-
sion of this vagrancy“\statute on its
face and as enforced against peti-
tioner is too vague to meet the afe-
guarding standards of due process
of law in this country.” Thé dissent-"
ing opinion alsci refers to Lan”otta
V. New Jersey (306 U; S. 451)
where the court struck down as un-
constitutional a statute which in
many respects resembles the Cali-
fornia vagrancy sectiot”.

The reading of the Supreme Court
decision suggests the following
methods and points of importance
in order to obtain a final test of the
validity of the cited subsection. First
the jurisdiction of the,trial court
can be,challenged since an unconsti-
tutional statute is no statute at all
and confers no jurisdiction, Ex
Parte Siebold (100 U. S. 371). The
defendant cin independently from
appeal proceed on habeas corpus
under the doctvine of Re Bell, supra.

r



If habéis'corpus isi denied in the
State courts, the wrii can be brought
in the foderal courts. Since eve”
person unlawfully i*rained in his
liberty miy prosecurc the writ, * it
would appear that ja defendant on
probation, can also avail himself of
the remedy. Re. Marzde (1945),
(25 6 2dj 294 P. 2d 873) held that
a prisoner on parole is not free from
legal restraint and habeas corpus is
the appropriate remedy to test its

legality. There is no difference be-
tween parole and protetion in the
matter of restraint.

It would be very desirable to ob-
tain a clear determination of the
constitutionality of the California
lewd vagrancy provision which in the
opinion of the writer i$ an achron-
ism'of medieval law and ,a menace
to civil liberties.

4. Section 1475 of the Cilifornia Pen»l Code.

Hate, even of those who are hate-

ful, is seldom a’ useful emotion. It is ,
better to try to understand fftem, to
see what has made them what they
are, and what would make thdm bet-

ter

\

There are two ways of viewing hu-

man beings: The emotional and the

eorlrcNid  Ruumill

scientific.

The emotional vieV s

right, if we can love and admire
.them. If we caimot, it is better to
view thefcn as products of circum-
stances, ¢ th e result of causes going,
perhaps, far back into the past and as
capable of being changed by other >
causes.

But among the caifses’that bring

improvement, hatred abd censure are

not included.

I doubt whether any

criminal has eyer bejwme a better
.man because he knew that he was
viewed with horror.

facing” friencld in d S\AAU_T

by James Barr -

A BOUT -A YEAR AGO, when my
A father was discovered to be suf-
fering from the first stages of leu-
kemta, | returned to the Midwest
to give whatever jcomfort and serv-

ice McouMmto myl family so long as
they should need it. Added to the
thought that a man I've loved dearly
all my life has only a )imited amount
of time left, the prospect or readjust-
ing my mode of living and thinking
was n(5t promising® But now, a year
later, 1 belic-ve the fiuation has been
worked out more than adequately,

I have nothing against small
towns (I was boro and'reared in
a series of them, and certainly a vil-
lage background is of inestimable
value to a novelU.) but the ideal

social climate for the , American

m ‘e m )}

About This Article
The author of "Quatrefoili’
and "Derricks,” James Barr,
lives in a small mid-Westem
town. With keen insight® he
te]™s here in an ariicle written
especially for tlus issue of
Matiaebine Retieti how he faced
the inevitable iremarks and
glances which he-had to face
when he resumed residence in
his community after publication
of a gay book, i

homosexual at this time seems to
be in or near a large city where he
bas companionshm  of
his owti kind when he tiecds it.
Personally, 1ve found those quasi-
rural areas such as Rbckla(id County
less than an hour from Tinrtes Square,
Arlington across the river f/om\
Capitol Hill, and the Lake Wash-|
ington district of Seattle both pleas-
ant and practical; all of which
however, are very far cries from the
arid desolation of a small oil and
wheat town in the heart of Kmsas, |,
where the nearest touring Brokdway”
company can be viewed oply after a
two hundred mile drive add the rart,
attempts to preserve fine musiC are
still as amatcur™h as they ate brave
and determined. As might be ex-
pected, homosexual fratemalization
is seldom found, especially pn an
intellectual level; »

In thé beginning, | was deter-
mined to stay,as much to myself
as possible since | had spent very
little time with my family during
their eight yeir residence in this
particular haiifiet. Escortini my
mother to church once a we« and
seeing briefly my father’s business
associates was to round out my
contact with the townspeople. This
was mo resujt of snobbery but an

' ' Al
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inkinctive desire to iv6id unplea™ i replied there ha(i been some fric-
antness for everybody. Thanks to tion and went back to my business
gossipy postal employees, long with the teller behind the grill,
distance operators and FBI men, Encouraged by the grins of the
checking me flj)r na>al .security clear-, fj*-mer folk about him, the banker
ance, a previous visit of a few in.closer. "Those FBI men
:months duration, had made me ~ asked .some of the funniest ques-
mobject of no small curiosity, hjly lions,” he winked at Someone over
¢books were known and presumably niy shoulder, "About your politics
my supposed sexua® aberrations the gnd how many girl friends you ever
souice of lively speculation and the around here." =

usual basic “ternpts at humor,
though never in the hearing of the
family, who, fortunately, have
always preferred their own company
in the privacy of their homes to con-, .
siddrabhi social mtercour.sej.th any Usually 1 nt%vee);,rtlhlpolg olgtg’rogﬁ[
group.Because my appearan eon the Nave L | with me that
scene did cause some family tens® ~ A
ncssj my aloofness was approven ¢ ii: »

I said nothing, but he continued,
"Guess they’re getting pretty choosy
abouf their officers i|i the Navy any-
more, aren’t they?"

and \-ncouraged. fhe townsVeopfe «y

who tiad made up t(ieir minds abbut [*njor and has yet t\ serve oneway
my Slay among thtlm seemed to be ¢ h.s countiy, think
divided into two camps, neithervery
hostile to- the othej’. On one hand, Tlic man grew sale and for a
thecharitable said, 'Isn't it ashame! few seconds | thought I had a fight
He might haw been thus and so, but on my hands, but he turned and
for this hiWble disease." On the walked back to lis office and
other, the more malicious chuckled, slammed the door. Americans still
"You sec!-No natter who they are, love to see a bully stopped, even if
they-can sire freaiksfthe same as any- it is by a sexual deviate, it would
one tl.se!"™ Encounters were to be seem. ]
expected, iand they happened, and  There were a few other episodes
because | felt lathej like a mouse in which | didn't fare so well, but
whose every action was being as the months passed and my public
watched with ffiaWklike! ferocity, 1 behavior remained as exemplary as
knew | must make, my defense cau- it usually is, | was aclcepted-for there
tiously, which probably saved nje was nothing sensational for their
extreme embarrassment on many curiosity*fo feed upon. I think the
occa.|'ons. --.people had beglin to realize that
| * 7 * whatever 1was, | wp not some sort
Tijc first attadic, in the form of of tabloid monster mat might- prey
a biWing, came from the local on their school children or catapult
bank -r, a typical glad-hander, and the name of their town into infartiy
hence the town's first citizen. Before wjth an outbreak Pf a Jekell-Hyde
sojne half dozen peofrle one morn- nature.
ipg, he said to me, "I guess you had  On the [»sitive jide of the ledger,
a pretty bad time before they let you 1noticed .increasing signs of friend-
out of the Navy this time, didn't liness. People nodded, then- spoke,
you '" | commented on the weather ' (of
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which Kansas tdways has too much)
.and at last asked me to share coffee
or beer with them. | never refused,

(for it had suddenly occured-to me-

that | had before me an excellent

r laboratory in which to observe the

social relations between homo and
heterosexual individuals, | started
keeping notebooks and as my inter-
est in my fellow townspeople grew,
thfelr acceptance of me seemed to
in tease. In spite of being a kind of
Piddinhead Wilson, | was one of
than.

Last spring a candidate for county
shsriff asked me to write him some

blicity stories for the local papers,

jter, the county' commissioner
asred me to serlre as a )udge7on the
lo :al election board. About the same
til le, 1 was' named for possible jury
'di ty, until it wa" learned | do not
b(lieve in capital punishment.

But the most colorful indication
pi cordiality came from a seventy
year oldNJady. She called me one

" aficmoon, identified herself and
asted bluntly, What do you know
alout Plato?”

I told her very little, other than
.his famous Republic had'been suc-
ctpfuUy paralleled with both Fas-
ciim and Communism, and that he
hid practiced the vilest literary de-
c<it by putting! his own views into
‘tie mouth of Soaates to give them
at ded credence.

"Can you prove that," she asked.

"I thiiik so, if Russell and H. G.
V" ells are good enough for you.”

She said they were, and asked me
ji# | would like to become a member
of a Great Books discussion group
she attended in a small city fifty
miles away. Having heard excellent
reports iof the work of this founda-
tioh, | accepted thd invitation. Dur-
ing the drive to fhe first mating, she
told me, apropos of nothing and in
he”most casual manner, that she bad

seen Oscar Wilde here in the Mid-
west. (Checking later, i1 found his
train had passed through atown in
which she had lived a| a girl and
the citizenry had viewed biiD, flow-
ing cape, flowing hair and all.) As
if to relieve the personal implication
of this bit of informatmn, she told
me”~he had also seen Sarah Bern-
hardt’s SJoan of Arc, (After the
performance, she had been one of
twenty pr so young Indies who
trouped across the stage, each to
present to the divine Sarah, who
leaned againsf a large white horse,
aprairi“~ower,) and PWlova dance
The Swan.

lasked her what Sarah Bernhardt
was like. She replied,"i)h, she was
dark, and very foreign Iptrfcing.”
Inadequate as the answer wgjS, for an
instant the old lady, in trying to
extend her understanding, had
brought me very close to that age
from which | am often accused of
being a leftover. | was grateful., _

Thus, | am rediscovering the
mores-of the American small town,
but this time as an alien. In some
ways | like the position better than
being taken for granted as one of
their group. Certainly I am proving
in a small way theories of social
toleration and respect that | would
not have guessed possible ten years
ago. It is a dangerous business, for
where there is gre~t ignoranedfhere
is a great potential violence, but who
can say how close | am in this ex-
perience to that future time-when
the sexual deviate will be understood
and integrated with equality into
society throughout the land?

just the other day, a wheat farmer
stopped me on the street. He'd seen
a television program about, "this
fellow Freud” he said, "who be-
lieved everything we do is a result of
sex!" He looked at me as | might
have looked at a %ing saucer that



had been'parked in my back yard
for a month, and asked, "What do
you fhipk of that ?"

| told him that | believed Freud
had made pne of the most importaqt
discoveries' in our civilization, and
that it was true that ireud had re-
duced somi thingsito sex, and others
to family.:

The fajrmer nodded vaguely.
"This television program said if we
understood sex, we’d understand
why we act like we do.”

| agreed; and underwent another
close scrutiny as he drawled, "It

an open tikr L,

TO: SeihtlAr 'Evertil M. Dirksen
Settitle, of the United States
AY'ashhifton, D. C.

mDear Senator Dirksen:

j*ncAUSK I' have admired you and

applauded your career as a great
;Republican from a State which has

About This Article

iVnlw~per report in South-
ern California during the 1954
campaignj” credited Sen. Everett
M. Dirksen with making critical
remarks about sex variants be-
fore a gathering of Republican
women. It motivated the letter
, published here. The author ,is
a IRepublican party official in
California. Because the writer
> madmitted \having homosexual
tendenciesj no name can be re-
vealed. The original of this letter
was mailet”™ to Sen. Dirksen some
time ago. .

sure gives you| something to think
about, doesnt it?"

Keeping a straight face, 1 made
a note to start'watching more tele-
vision. When men such as this
publicly converse with known homo-
sexuals and listen with interest to
the teachings of Sigmund Freud,
sexual toleration is ready for its first
great march, in spite of the many
reactionary road blocks which will
always impede all necessary progress.
In the meantime, to quote my
friend, "It sure gives you something
to think about, doesn’t it?”

m DDKSBN

meant much to pic, | trouble to write
yoi* this fetter. | write, not only for/*
myself however, buti as a self-
appointed spokesman for a large
group of misunderstood and ma-
lignra people, a group tp which
you referred in your speech before
the Republican women on Septem-
ber 22. |

We arc citizens of this country,
we Carry <the blood and traditions
of many great Countries and races,
and we share the American Dream; .
that is, we share it until it is dis-
covered that we are homosexual.

Your deference to homosexuals,
and thei manner in which tou classi-
fied us, does not perhaps efistinguish
you from other high Government
authorities. But because your speech
was made clo.se to hhrne, and was
quoted In the local press, it is to you
I write my words of protest..

Government employes are being
fired as security risks|when it is

HOUYWOOD

discovered that they are homosexual.
Speaking for myself, while I am not
a government employe, | cannot be
bought, frightened, or, blackmailed
into revealing information the confi-
dential nature of which | am morally
charged with protecting. Speakin

for the millions of other homosex-

uals, the same can b”said for them
as individuals in thei“same prppor-
mions that it can be said for httero-
sexuals. | '
In short. Senator, homos”tuals
,we not homosexual 24 hours a day
days a year. We are no|t dis-
tiliguishable  from  heterosexual



people in any visible way. It has
been established, by phychological
research at the Langley-Porter Clinic
in San Francisco, and at the Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles
that we are nb' more unreliable, un-
stable or dangerous than heterosex-
uals, except as individual products
of our circumistances of birth, early
training and youthful experiences in
a worldly world would lead or cause
us to be. Tlje-most prejudiced person
must surely, if subconsciously realize
that the same is true of heterosexual
people. ]
J know of my own personal
knowledge, ,&nator Dirksen, that
the government of the United States,
in the executive, the legislative, and
the ljudicial |branches is heavily
staffed With Wonderful men and
women who are homosexual. | know
of my own personal knowledge that
the United States Army, the Air
Force, the Navy and the Marine
Corpb are heavily staffed, from
Generals and Admirals to privates
and ordinary seamen, with homo-
sexual peoplej It was hinted at in
the Army-Mc/p”y investigations,
and | suspect suppressed for political
reasons. ,
Thousands pi graves in France,
many many th(>usand.more graves on
South Pacific'islands and beneath”
the seas, contain the sad remains
of men who were brave soldiers,
airmen, sailors’and marines first and
homosexuals second. They were no
less brave, they] did no less to win the
¢™war for demojrracy, than did their
heterosexual compatriots, Buf te
democracy for -which they did figl®
and die, and sl;ill fight and still die,
and will yet- fig™t and yet die, denies
them and us our rights,as individ-
uals, and classifies us with "wreckers,
destroyers, security risks, blabber-
mouths, drunks, traitors and sab-
oteurs." |

u .

There are all of those things
among /s, true, but there are also
all of those things among the hetero-
sexual'population of these wondet-
fiil United States. Our hearts do not
beat less fast at the excitement of a
political rally such as the one for
Eisenhower at which you spoke so
sonorously on September 22 because
we’are homosexual. Our tears do
not flow less freely that yours at the
loss of husbands, sons and brothers
in warfare with Communism because
we are homosexual.” Our hearts are
not less full of pride ,and honor at
the sight of massed American flags
because we are homos”ual. We do
not work less hard for America, or
love her less, or support the Repub-
lican administration and policies leas
whole-heartedly because we are
homosexual.,

I personajlly have worked long
and hard for good government
generally and the Republicaii Party
specifically. 1 am widely known as
a devoted and dedicated Republican,
and the fact that | aip homosexual
has nothing to do with it. Yet |
cannot, by law, be employed by the
government | serve and love if it is
knpwh that | am homosexual.
N;0D HAS GRANTED you a distin-

guished political career, for
which He ,is to be thanked. But He
has denied you the compassion
which is the hallmark of a truly great
man. Can not you and the many
other intelligent men in high public
office retain your prestige and serve
your constituency without public
reference to the private tragedies of
millions of peoplet For make no
mistake.  Senator, homosexuality
is a tragedy,; not inherently, perhaps, f
but because thé unenlightened have
made it sp. TO earn a living we
integrate  with the heterosexual
po{3ulation by donning a false gar-

(Continu™d on page 19)
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(.BSB'I'AM RBSE&BCH OITERTIEMS CGHFUSIES

30 Interview from feeiale boaosexuale hes been tafcsB
'at leo Angeflas ty IT. Vita Sdmners, research paychdoglst. And
her 2 assistants. This special stuty tote aspedte cf invereien
eaong inmen is being conducted with aid of 2 advanced studsote
at tblversity of Southein Califoxnlat Howard n and Mrs.
Virginia Aijmond. Beseafih department of Mittaehlne Society has
eoopentedjwith thw in dbtaintog necessaiy toterviem . Beeults
when oorretoted s*"fM Lsued by feseareh team w ill tie poblidied
In ibtmre iBsues cf Mat<i»<*«"* Bsrview -*

m NS-SEZIttX SPEAKS AT SAN FRANCISCO

Highlights of 'Personal erpenonce~f 1 of U trane-esxoals
in D. S. weJro teld to reeant disousston groig> at Sut Itonelsoo
with femalej spaaksr stating sha was 1 of 3 soeh adnlt persons
whose aeoc had been lagally ohanged ty entgeons In this oountry
(remalning 8 underweat surgery in forsign oonntriw). Notée cf

ber talk are belng prepardd fnr future article In thil nagasine.

isnaif DiscussicN csiodf forked

In order to obtain greater Interest with ~le d e ffort, '‘Aiat-
tecMne Society chapters et los.Angelee laelf fall la
sponsordilp’' o fAranjatUty discussion gro<9’\progN". At preaceiit,
forums are held oh 2nd MsdneedeT» ea” lennth« Cki other dates
during month, IndAvidual dispters hold metregular buatnei
meetings.

AFFEAL IH FROQSESS IN SUIS CASK

Hearing In hlgtoar oonrt il ibelng pnahed at Los Angelee bgr
attomeTA in case jof People t. Slade. Seeantity turned ormr to
this oause «es Society's special fted of alavst $300, edieoted
to help obtain i“peal for defendant facing charges »m<«* wsgre.
In mind of Soeletart's Legal departaunt, unjuai beoanse thty don-
tained gross Tiolaitons of oiril riatta and due prooess of lav.

THD LONO BEACH CHAFIEBS ACTIVE

Public relations projects and liTity l(He‘liweinn gncps bald
attenti«c® of chapters 102 and 103, i*i*h Mke up Itaadi
Atm Comicil. Listing of this area oouncll to dlreotaiT' (page
80) inadrertsotty oalttisd) however, reports fm a aMdbors
there Indicate activity and interest are hd|to Address of In «
Beach Area Council is Bopt Office Bbz 1232, Long Beech, O allf.

MEMBERSHIP-AT-LABGE AHNODRCaHBNT OCKQIQ

1 responso to mangr Inquiriee ‘ fitmiell owr D, S, Boerd of
Wrectpre at los Angeles wUIl s m announoe pien for adpdtting
mesA>ps-at-large to Mettaehine Sodety. Stotyiof tM « picw irfn
appear In next Issus of IfcttnhViwi Heview.-
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TSSRD ID ABA QODICIL Tjm n«im >

In Aleego, lcs Angilcs and Sn .. trend towaed, em -
traltoation of Society activities oo GourusU level has bsr
oosiS'eTldtnt dnriiig year Just eadCd. mins that ohiptérs
in »tropolitan areas have generally - to «MeiaUsa in i
disttopt phase of Sodety'e program, wp: 1 toother under dI*,
rection of Arma Gom eil, Mch as cond N |Sftnotlos In other
orgtoisatlons. giief benefits from such cooperative [effort are
mtoal aid on projeo more thorogjt geeep af whreanrV0 ]
mam goals, loss msUd sffort and ooapatitioQn Fortealf pari,

»ohtoters in each named area obose 1 of following~clds for
eonoentrated effort on area baalCi Pnbltoations (including area,
newsletters)} fiesearch (including biongrtE/hy project™)}; PCo- g
lio Belatlons} Bduoatlon; Legal, and Socisl. | i

MUNTHU DINNER HSETINaS SCBEDOIED AT SAN FRANCISCO

Cooblnad businesB meetings of Alpha, Bsta and naiy ohhptcrs
at San Francisco, togother with'Cahland and Bericoley chtotars,
hsve bccoaw a nonthly event begtoning with dtonar In 1 e£ the,
hty arsa's fins restaurants. Luursased and attendanoe
trm the area's 30.P1U8 naM>ers, plus advisors and friCnds, bas
rswlied. Moothly Area Goopoeil meetings, public diacnésica
forums and tysoial dn”yter woric sessions wlil* continus. Dlaous«
jslcn grotps meet at eenter of Amerlean FMends SerrtoeCosndltteie
IOn Ist Thtffsday svening each month at San Francise® ,

fCHIGAaO ASEA CHAPTERS GCMDDCT BORSCHACH TSST PROJECT

Ih late 1$$k$ réeesreh I»R>Jeet No. 1 for Chicago ailoa got
under wsy with testing eeesiona toce malm honosCxnal« who
isnimdtted to Borsobaoh's "Ixdc blot" test, given ty a dootoi[ to
that oity. Dudto its long and wideepread psa, this tett iC one
of our most standardined methods of todtocet peydiologioay test-
ing. Rawdata (i. e., veitetln record of subject's
sad totezptotation of results will be poresented vpot* reqpwt
to professional persozu when oosgueted. However, reseereh ooa-
md~ee ohelnaa at Chicago eaqgieeta no findings idU be ooigilste,
for several months. i

A

nt riMST OUAT 0irr n cas bsstot os ONUS iS a 0000 examuji
--- Uorell N
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OPEN LETTER
(Continued from page 14)
ment of heterosexuality ourselves.
We must conceal and dissimulate
because it is unlawful to be what we
are. Yet we cannot be otherwise. Is
it American and democratic to cause
a man to deny what God has made
him” I am sure you'll agree it is not.

We know we cannot change or
even materially influence public and
political, Qpinion about homosex-
uality. Bu™ within your lifetime,
Senator, if it h"s not already done
so, there will come to your attention
a slow but steady trend toward
public acceptance of a condition

Only keep this in mind—homo-
sexuals vote too. in greater numbers
than you can ppssibly know. Their
homosexuality does not cause them
to espouse any ology or isnilvhich
is out of keeping with their indil-
vidual training,! growth and exper-
iences. You caiknot know, this, o*
course, if you are heterosexual.
Open your mind and heart, Sena-
tor, like the distinguished American
you are, and if you truly believe in
the principles of deniocracy and per-
sonal liberty, do not again, publicly
or privately, ~ass homosexuals as
you did before the Repub,lican
women. Many of those women 'have
homosexual sons and daughters.
Some of them know it and some of
them don't but one of God’s noblest
creatjires is la mother who has been
able to accept and understand the
fact of her children’s homosexuality.
If'one whose heart is as close to it
it as the mother of a homosexual
can understand it, our request that
people in your position try to under-
stated it does not seem unreasonable.
. Spejeial privilege we do not want

which is as old as rYiankind and has eand would npt accept. Equal rights

existed in all times and in all places.
Being a politician,

I suppose,'(, for.

underjthe law we want and will fight
Please don’t make our fight,

carries a certain obligation to work already a heart-breaking one, more

for personal popularity by public
denunciation of that which one
*believes to be pijblicly unpopular.

| have set before thee a door
ol>ened.-~(Revelations 3,8.)

There are no closed doors be-
tween you and God, His love,
forgiveness, and great tender-
ness. Always, ever, the door

difficult.
ISincerely yours,
‘ (Name Withheld)

stands open—you need only to
go forward in faith to enter
into the good life. It is we who
need to open the dcfdrs of qur
minds and souls, cleansed of
evil and selfishness,] to receive
God’s blessings.

.19



fStminary of paper read at Western ~ychological ,
Association. May 1954, fay Etelyn 1~kcr, Ph.D.,
Research Associate in Psychology, University of

California at Los Angeles.)

T'HE literature on homosexuality is filled with attempts
to describe the homosexual as belonging to one or sevejral
types of personality structure. Most, if not of these
descriptions are based on clinical patients, in an effort
to obtain as wide a sample of homosexuals as possible-of
non-clinical patients-lhe Kfattachinc Society assembled a.
group of 74 individuals, all males, in the summer of 1953,1
for the purpose of participatiii®'in a bittery of psycho-
logical tests. Cheof these «sts was the Chicago Inventory
of Beliefs, which was designed to single out three majdr
types of personality syndromes. It was used, by permission
of George G. Stern. The results reportejd here are the re-
suits of that test alone (out of the total battery adminis-
tered).

The three major types of syndromes of j~rsonaiity,
with their distribution in thejgroup of 77~ nomoscxiiaisj
follows: I
| (1) Ihe S type is characjtek-ixed accortiing to Stern by
a rigid) conforming and ordJr”™ behavior, and by absolute
acceptance of authority. For this individual, personal re-
lations arc depersonalized, that is, he seeks gratification
of his needs in personal relations without regarding the
needs of the other individual as a person. Other individuals
became means to the exploitation of his or6 ends. Qie per-
cent |>f, the homosexuals tested belong to this type. lbis
means that, (if we can generalize from this group of 74 to
the total homosexual group) homosexuals do not conform,.do
not accept authority, and do not depersonalize their rela-

tionships. Chly a small percentage do. I
' (2) The second syndrome, the N, is the extreM oppo-

/ md

site of the S group, and is characterized by “highly in-
dividualized and personalized social relationships, >erva-
sive rejection of authority, rich and sijontaneous ispulse
life, flexible, non-conforming and labile behavior” (S:em).
lhirceen percent of the homosexual group do fall i» thir
jcategory. N,

m' m (3) The R syndrome is independent of both' the S and
the N syndromes and includes individuals who are interested
in ideas rather thanin persons, "Miintain social relitions
which are distant and imper~nal™ and are '"passive and re-
-strained in impulse,, employing disinterested intellectual-
ization and abstraction as a buffer and defense', ~tern).
Sixteen percent fall in this category-the largest percentage
of the three. | ' . !

Thus, 30% of the total group can be classified in the
three nmjor categories described above. In addition» 30>
do hot fall in any category which is classifiable ih the
Stern system.  The remaining 40" are found inl)o«erline
positions, mostly coose to the Nand R types. What conclu
sion can we draw from this?

Very tentatively, we nay conclude that: |,
> (1) Homosexuals vary widely in perwonaiity stniCture.
and do not constitute a'distinct group.  Homosexuality is
hot(« distinct clinical entity.

p) The largest clustering of individuals is foind in,
or bordering on, the R type. What at first may seem sur-
prising is that these individuals are interested in ideasir
rather than persons, maintain distant and ing>ersona] rela-|
tionships, and are restrained in impulse. | believe there *
are two ways of accounting for this picture. W& mist re |
menJjer that this group may not be typical of theihanK;sexual
who appears in the clinical situation. These-individuals
are, for the most part, members of an organization whiphl
seeke to "‘develop a homosexual ethic' and tolmhaveTii
acceitable to heterosexual society (except for sexual object
choice). They have given considerable time and energy m
the development of an organization-a fact which mymnjte
them atypical of the total homosexu”~group. -Secondly, ft
mjy be that many homosexuals are noTprimarily interestltd
in personal relationships, but are idtdrested ijn ideis. | |

would hazard a guess that successful homosexuals whl, ha”



> n \ . 1, . ,

. despite, or because of theilr homosexuality, been able to
attain positions of eminence in scientific or /artistic
fields of endeavor, might tend tpi fall in this group.

(3) Although it is frequently taken for granted that
the hdmosexual is a non-confonnist, universally rejecting!
authority, these findings show that such non-cqnformity is
not necessarily generalised. Nonconformity -in sexual

*patterns may be pccoopanied by complete conforrwty, in other

attitudes and behaviors. * : !
* .

In conclusion, it should be stressed that thg proble
of male homosexual typology is a very difficult and perplex
ing one, and that its solution will not be found byv/the usej
of a single testing instrument*such as the one used In this
study. It may, and 1 hope it will be found by intensiv

clinical social studies of individuals and groups in th

totel homosexual culture.

in next idaue
In North Qrolina, p attorney
who has studied all aspects of
statutes relating to the "crime against
nature,” has “recommended that
these laws be replaced by a modem,
simplified code. Protection for
society against those activities con-
sidered harmful and détention of
persons capable of dangerous anti-
social behavio.r are called for in the
recommended new codc™ A critical
review of the article has been writ-
ten by another attorney in Washing-
ton, D. C., exclusivay for the next

issue of Mattachine*Review.
From Pennsylvania, attention'has
been given to the circumstances and

.1

MARCH
1955

developments of'the trial of John
D, Provoo, whose conviction, for
Reason and life seritence were re-
versed by the U. S. Court of Appeals
in New York, An article in the next
issue will brinjg into sharp focus
the court's unanimous decision that
the government had' no right to
cross-examine the former army ser-
geant on a collateral issue of homo-
sexuality, , *

Aspects of the -causes and condi-
tions of sex variation related to

. medicine and -religion will appear

in other articles, together with the
hrsl installment oh a challenging
story of "Sex in the World of To-
morrow."

BOOK

¢ Flight from Maaculinity., 1

H
ri'S PART OF THE PRICE OF CULTURAL PRESSURE

(By Frederick E. Kidder, MA., Graduate Student, Department
f of Political Science, Uniyeraity 6f California, Berkeley.)

i
(Sex and Morality, by Abram Kardner. Indianapolir, Bobbs-

Merrill Company, 1954. 266 pp, $3.00) n

T ie distinguished clinical professor of psychiatry at
Columbia Uiiversity, Dr. Abram Kardiner, here extends the

j exploration of sex customs in two dimensions not studied by

Freud or Kinsey: sex customin relation tg™the total social
context'and—in terms of motion—how sex chisttiffl changes and
-why. ! |
Since "th™ wipole question of sex morality pivot~jabqut
the behavior of the female, not the male*" I&irdinet looks
at the changing role of women in Weste,m society and.points
out the effect that the rise of feminism and the**fdmade
quest for "self»fulfillment" have had on moral standards and

sexual custom. .
He analyzes in detail and with the perception clmrac-

"Neristic of.his five*books and numerous articles, prostitu-
tion, homiosexuality, and the ~"flight from «(asculinity.”" H*
considers Kinsey’s work on the male "valuable because the
un.it of study was better standardized;" th” one on the female
is "wholly misleading."

In a concluding chapter he sets forth his osm ideas on
how to regulate sex custom so that it serves the ends of
social expediency and does not jeopardize personal happi-
ness. In so doing he does not duplicate in any way t"e
analyses of Isabel Drummond (1) or Seward Hiltner (2 ),



<
: |
although some of his suggestions parallel fchdirs.

Kardiner’s-views on homosexuality are only very incom-
pletely indicated in the following quotations: "All homo-
sexuality can come only through the developmental rdate. >
It is hot contagious. It does not pass from person to
person. It grows froma social condition tnat strikes those
who have a developmental vulnerability ~ndan acquired weak-
ness in imstulinity.” ,

"Homosexuality is a perversion that for ages has been
treated with penal measures. The faqtis, that with a will*
ing partner it is no more damaging”socially than is coitus
with a female.  The case is different when the partner is
unwilling, but, except in rare cases, homosexuals do not
pursue unwilling partner. lhe only damage that might come
to society from homosexuality would be a rise in its inci-
dence so high as to endanger procreation. Notwithstanding
a considerable' increase in male homosexuality, therei s’
little danger ofits affecting the birth rate materially.

* "™nje massive increase in homosexuality is a sympton of'
grave social dislocation... we know new that terrorism is
not the implement to use, and tolerance fgi| homosexuality ,
is indifference and has nothing to contribute to the solu-
tion of the problem. Homosexuality is a part of the price
exacted by the pressures of Western civilization today and
it cannot be treated aS a local excrescence} it is a sys-
temic (disease and requires systemic treatment."”

Clearly Kardiner’s views give little aid and comfort
to two groups in our society. Qi the one hand, the com-
placent, asocial variant who often.takes refuge in a sup-
posed bioloj~ical basis for his deviation is confronted with
the fact that’that deviation is largely the result of social
and developmental forces which can be dealt with, if there
is sufficient motivation, ina way in which biological fac-
tors could not be controlled. If the variartt rejects modern
knowledge and is unhappy or antisocial,- it is pretty largely
his own fault. '

Qi the other hand, the self-appointed moral crusaders
who would castirate, persecute and extirpate the sex variant e
like a weed in asocial garden are told that their would-be
victims are not etfolutionary freaks, but products of family
and social forces. Therefore, violence would not materially
reduce the deviation and would only work gross injustice on

human beings. j

For both groups and all of us, minority and majority,
the only reasonable course lies in self- and social-under-
standing. "For our survival," says Kardiner, "depends on
how willing we are toengage in a little self-knowledge and
self-direction,"

(1) The Sex Paradox. I~tnam, 19f3.
(2) Sex Ethics and the Kinsey Reports. Association Press,
1953.

~ a national educational and research agency on bef

half of thelex-variagir. Hie Mattachine Society, is faced

with many problems not necessarily common to other organ!-

. zations of this type that delve into less emotional and
complex subjects. The Society must, therefore, govern its

actions to fit the realities of this particular situation,
knowing that even the truth if not crammed down peoples'-
throats'. , ;

Obr problems arise from the problems of indiyiduals-
both those who, for exjilanatory purposes, might jbe termed
the non-sex-variant,and the others whd mightn-be termed the
sex-variant. We'mus™ attempt to awaken both of these groups
awareness of higher personal and social Values.  Reckless
and unjust actions on’the part of one individual in cither
group weakens both groups and is a danger to himself as
well.  All must condition themselves to act and react in-
telligently and with forethought of the ~cOnsequenceq so
that it becomes'-a habit.

The. success of 'this conditioning depends -on a long
process of teaching oncs&If to live with others who arclin-
dividuals just as yourself, with\individual traitd, habits,
desires, drives, etc.- We cannot cpt ourselves off from our
families or our friends, for we ire dependent people. Sia»-

.I'ilarly one group cannot organize itself to se/jarafe itself



from another and think that its problens are solred.

lhe fofther sucéess of this process depends upon the
attltu~/of, the indITIdual. If a person has a positive
desire to' Wlp himself and his feilov nan, his activity
will be circumscribed by the activity of others. In other
words, there is a socially”~sira”~lé rtandard by which we
act. To adopt such a standard, one must have the desire
to do so. This, then, is the problem, for, even though we
may have the knowledge and the skill to apply that knowledge
in the correct way, we have accomplished little, i

Yes,education to develop constructive attitudes within
individuals and thus”ithin grou”, can be a problem - but
It can be done and i(’s worth it. Wiat have you got to losé?

15rHsr-ro-C0457’ rumors about the Mattachine Society would
lead you to believe some fantastic things.

| read where the Mattachine organization is seeking $6 m
million to bemused for lobbying and political pressure to-

change laws,” said a youth in a mid-Western city to another

7

recently.

Yes, the Socihty has its headquarters inLos Angeles be-,
cause some rich movie stars are backing it,” said someone
else to a friend, .

Such conversations couldn'tbe farfLr from thé troU}!
Distorted "facts" in so-called "exposé" magazines to the

contrary. tt>cHattachine Society/is ftfr a[big organization;
it is NOT endowed by anyone of wealth; it is NOT seeking to

became a political pressure ¢roup of ‘any sort.

On the other hand, the Hattachine organization IS made i
up of a handful of menAers, friends and advisors who recog“.l
nJte the need for spreading accuratje informationtoAmerican
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peopie about the problems and true conditions of s|ex varia-
tion, It is chartered as a non-profit corporation tor the
purpose of aiding research, conducting projects {if educa’
tion, and publication of informiion which will bnoaden un-
derstanding of these aapecta of human behavior /or{ the ben-
efit of the American public.

That’s where YOU come in. YQUare the important cog on
the drive wheel of the machinery thus far set wup by the
Mattachinegjorganization. N
"' This little magazine fa the initial effort in creation
of a publication which will, in the future, aid the under-"
standing of the homosexual and the sex variant-i™-

Its success, ™o be sure, first of all wilt depond upon
whether or not the material published ~rves a useful pur-
poae. But secondly, and just as imporlint (because it pro-'
video the means), is the support which only YQUcan give.

No national publication such as Mattachine Review can
long survive uplessReaders ~“Mpond with subscriptions. The
future of the magazine, therefore, ~depends entirely upon
you, dear reader, and your friends and associates.

The publishers make nopretense this early in the venture
of having any magic editorial formula which will please all
"“readers. Such a formula may well be impossible. But lihe
staff does hope that with criticism (whidti is invited) will
come the vital subscription dollars Upon which continued
existence of the am”zine depends.”

If you have an jIntereat in the problem, and if\ you wish
to give a vote of confidence to the small but dedicated
group of persons who comprise the Mattachine Society in aid-
its solution, then subscribe to the Revifw withoutj delay.

Without such support, the magazine cannot achieve goals
set so far. That'smhow important YOU are in the life of

the Mattachine Review!

"W etttacaike

{ (“tes: jZ.50 per year,'mailed, first class sealed in U.
S. and jCanada; $3.'50 elsewhere. Send subscriptions to the
Mittachf‘ine Review, P. O Box 1925, Los Angeles 53, Calif.)
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the cigarette

Nor that the fltjshed. flesh of niiht has finished.

And we, subdued, lie in our single bed y
Submissive to rest: with”~all our\forces diminished
Except that prime urge, never quieted: \

Our mutual cigarette glows to a butt-end of pleasure
And fills the silence

With little cloudy islands

Which in the room-dtak go unregistered,..

Just as our coamuninga ~e felt.

Without word, without uieasure.

This inhale-exhalation of
Nicotiné soothes the fresh cut of love,..

This white shaft's end, this- scarlet glow
Hanging before us, seems a universe

"As compact and inclusive (and no worse)
Than that we make...more real, | wonder
Than the one (O sweet exhaustion!)

IFe so recently tore asunder? n

..and | wonder

If the spent fumes of?our iagidftant business
So lately large in action, and now pushed under
By this retrospective wiseness,..

I mean, has more impwtant is the trace m
Of our small cmflict in this time'and space.
Or has much leas, than the brief defeat
Left by this grey ash or two B I
And its pungent memory of'a one-time heat?

—4)onal Norton

of S”Kpial interest to laymen and professional persohs
i alike is the summary of research in sex deviation in Cal-

~Nifornia by Karl M Bemoan, M D. ,~Bedical superintendent at.’

Langley ,~rter Clinic, University of Catifornia Hospital,
San Francisco (see page 157. | '

'In J chapter on sexual deviation and the statutory law,
page ti of the report, he states the following conclusion:

t I In summary, our laws pertaining to the control of sex-
ual behavior, though very: sti®ingent, art relatively inef-
fective in channelling sexual "contacts jor outlets into
ioarital intercourse. As a result, the great majority of
citizens are technically sex offenders. °

The past few years Hawe seen a largt increast lin the
knowledge of huimin sexuality. Both theoretical and es™pir-
ical research points to several major areas of sexual be-
~havior where’legal confcrols shopld be 'effective. ~

These concern: J

(1) %e prevention of thé use of force ahd the taking
of undue advantage in sexual relations; n

» (2) The protection' of children "and youths agalnst SEX-
ual'exploitation by adults;

(3) The control of “ross violation of standards of
public decency and good taste in the sexual sphere, and

(i) The control of prostitution as it contributes to
disease and to various kinds of crime and disorder injthe
community.

Beyond this, much research remains to be done to pro-
vide |a sound basis for determining what is de”rable and
undesirable sexual behavior in modern society . A"

m(From "Final Report on California Sexual Deviation
kesearchi March 1954, State of California, Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene, Walter Rapgort M.D., Dir-
ector; The Langley Porter Clinic M nowmsnli.
D., Director. Printed by the Asaeagbly,'State of Cal-

ifornia, Sacramento. )
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A MAHACHIKE .QUIZ A v
(Continued from outside batk cover) , N

foromlly, ;by becoming ati actual duea~paying menéer of the
aociety itaelf. Thia means working on Comitteea, projects
and other activities.

WHAT ARE DISCUSSION GROUPS?

These meetings, open to the public, arif a public relations
and educational project of the Society, sponsored for the
purpose of accurately informing interested persons o/ the
existence of the Society and its aim and purposes, and for
the public discussion of topics related to these aim and,

purposes, ; -

WHAT ARE CHAPTERS?

Chapters are the basic membership organixationah-Unit. Any
group of four or more interested persons my aply”~ior recog-
nition as a charteret' chapter, providing they atémeribe tt
the constitution, by- laws and acknowledged aim and purpoaoa
for which the socletyt was formed.

WHAT IS THE SOCIETY'SI ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE?

ANt ANitipn to Chapters  and- Discussion Gtoops, an  Area
Council la set up to coordinate activities] of chapters in
each principal locality. It is composed of representatives
from each el”pt'er ~concerned. Above thin, a sevejn - member
Board of Directors has been formed toj guide and chan-
nel activities of the several Oreai of the Society.

Its officers are the officers of the “neral Convention,
and are democratically elected by direct vote of Ct/pter

delegates. The number of delegates f“om each chapter is

determined on the basis of chapter mabership.
r

HOW MAY | OBTAIN ADO IT IONAI. IWFORMATION?

For farther information regarding the Society write™O™ the.
iBoard of Directors or the Area Council nearest you. Their
Naddresses are' listed in the Directory op page 30 of ffiis
mgaiine, fn the Los Angeles arep, perspns desiring infor-
mation my call the Society’'s tele/bone-answermg service,

VAndike 1221. '
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PANSWERS to questions
you may be asking

WHAT.IS THE MATTAC'HINE SOCIETY, INC.?

It is an incorporated: organiiation of persona who are in-
terested in the problem of the aeit variant--especially the
homosexual--and its solaition.

IS IT AN ORGANIZATION OF JJOMOSEXUALS?

Emphatically NO. All persona-men anai women alike-who are
over 21 years of ¢¢e and interested in the problem and its
solution are invited to give cooperation and support. This
is NOT an ofganization attempting to create a *homosexual
societyt but rather an organization seeking the integra-
tion of the homosexual as “a responsible and acceptable cit-
izen in the Community. The Society will not tolerate use of
itself or its name for any subversive px>litical activity or
reprehensible conduct.

WHERE DID IT BEGIN?

Several years ago, a small group of j®ople in Los Angeles
formed the nucleus of the present Society. It was formally
organized in April,1953, with a constitution providing for
national, area and local levels of the Otganisation.  The

-Society was incorporated in California on March 23, 1954.

HOW MAY | PARTICIPATE? y-

Informally, through discussion groups, contributions

financial aid, and generally aiding the program by diasem-

nating accuralte information concerning the sex variant; and -
(Continued |on inside bapk cover) \



