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California Magazine Blows It
As you know, the lesbian and gay community is in its third go-around
with California conservatives over their efforts to pass into law propositions
that are clearly not in the best interest of people everywhere, whether they
be gay or straight.
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To put this in perspective, we need to harken back to 1986. Lyndon LaRouche's Prop 64 was perceived as a huge threat by gay people. There was
plenty of money and volunteers throughout the state (and especially in Santa
Cruz) to fight LaRouche and we clobbered him.
Flush from victory, a great many people thought that was that. But then
came a similar effort to pass an equally insane measure this past spring. The
LaRouche-backed Prop 69 was a duplicate o f Prop 64, requiring once again
our time and money to defeat it. The campaign, however, was not as
smooth-running as in 1986. There was not the same immediate groundswell
of concern and support as with 64. A great number of people were burned
out. But we defeated Prop 69, and in a big way.
We are now in the midst o f our third campaign to defeat similar conser
vative measures this November. Props 102 and 96, while not directly spon
sored by LaRouche, are equally, if not more, dangerous. Their sponsors are
rabid Calfomia conservatives, who, in the scheme o f things, come off more
level-headed and reasonable than a fanatic like LaRouche. Make no mistake
about it, these men (Dannemeyer, Gann, Doolittle and Block) are danger
ous, narrow-minded fanatics themselves. But they are elected fanatics and
therefore have a broader appeal than the likes o f LaRouche. That makes
their threat all the more salient.
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But a great many gay people are once again bumed-out and have thrown
their hands up in disgust. They feel the lesbian and gay community is being
led around by its collective nose and that the far right crazies are not worthy
o f the expenditure o f our money and time. The fact is we live in a state that,
more than any other, sets the political and social agenda for the rest o f the
nation. The conservatives know this and will do anything to accomplish
their aims. Whether we like it or not, it is up to us to stand strong against
any organized electorial effort that threatens to infringe on our civil and hu
man rights, particularly with regard to this AIDS crisis.
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While everyone was searching for a cure for AIDS, we discovered
the cause.
The AIDS epidemic in America wasn’t spread by a virus. It was spread
by a single man. Young. Egocentric. The star of the homosexual jet-set. A
Canadian flight attendant names Gaétan Dugas, who continued to infect up
to 250 men a year. Even after U.S. health officals begged him to stop.
In ‘Patient Zero: The Man Who Brought AIDS to California,’ Randy
Shilts chronicled the horror of a promiscuous man with a deadly disease. A
disease that may ultimately threaten an entire nation. And the story appeared
first in California Magazine.
‘Patient Zero’ is the kind of involving journalism rarely found in Ameri
ca today. But the kind o f articles our readers expect to find in California,
every month.
Maybe that's why over a million opinion leaders in California, base so
many opinions on what they read in California Magazine. Because no one
covers California like we do.”
-Tins horrible copy appeared with a picture o f Gaétan Dugas
in a recent New York Times ad that California Magazine ran
in an effort to increase its appeal to national a^ertisers.
The ad, which is also slated to run in Ad Age, Ad Week,
and Publisher's Weekly, three national advertising industry
,
magazines, is being protested by the Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against DefamationIBay Area. GLAAD has
accused California Magazine publisher Perry Grayson
o f “providing medically false irrformation about AIDS,
and fo r sensationalizing the AIDS crisis in a way that
promotes a vicious image of gay men as a group that
deliberately spread the AIDS virus."
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Community Center Acknowledgements
The Santa Cruz Lesbian and Gay Community Center would like to thank the
following organizations and individuals who contributed prizes which we
raffled off during the 1988 Gay Pride Week. With their help and that of the
hundreds of people who bought tickets and the many volunteers, we raised
over $1600. More than half of this money will be used toward our "building
fund" dedicated to acquiring a physical space for the Center. Special thanks
go to Marie Henley from Pacific Harbor Travel for donating the Grand Prize!

The newly enlarged A/DS Project stc^. Pictured left to right: Jo Kenny.
Terry Cavanagh. Puih Gurm-Mota, Manny Mansbach, David Becicsiein
and Rickard Smith. Absent are interTis Ray Morn, Vivienne Orgcl. Jeanne
Buhel Goodwin and Beth McKinnon.

Santa Cruz
AIDS
Project
Office Hours

Thank You!

I am not really sure why I am writing
this letter except that I wanted to tell
someone - everyone, in fact, to watch
out.
Last night I was attacked. What the news
papers would call a random act of vio
lence, except it wasn’t random. Random
is when some stranger gets hurt by some
other stranger far away from here. Ran
dom is when the victim is Mr. Middle
America and the motive is insanity. This
wasn't random. Senseless - definitely, but
not random.
I had my safety whistle but there wasn't
time to blow it. When I was in high
school this used to happen all the time. I
would be walking along humming the
happy tune I do when life is good, when
all at once a fist would plant itself in my
face, a boot in my stomach and I would
lie stunned in disbelief. I thought those
days were gone. They are not. The days
of crossing the street to avoid any con-

Christian Andrew, Artist
Blue Moon Cafe, Don Lane
Cafe Pergolesi
Capitola Book Cafe
Century 21 Showcase Realty.
Ron Sampson & Vern Isaacson
Chi Pants
Chimney Sweep Books
Darryl Stevens Hair Styling,
Pablo Yee
Deja Vu Hair Studio, David
Dharma’s, Daniel Prather
Dr. Thomas Conn. Chiropractor
Gardening Services by Teresa
Heartwood Spa, Ethel Herring

tact, the days of hiding in the brush so as
not to be seen by passing cars, this is
what I had naively thought were over.
What to do? My nose is broken. Lucki
ly it will heal without any visible
"disfigurement." But what about the rest
of me? It wasn’t the blood, or the pain, or
the inconvenience that was the worst. It
was thinking that someone’s child, that a
lot of people’s children and the adults

India Joze, Tom Ellison
Kinko’s Copies
Massage Therapist, Beth Davis
Massage Therapist, Jean Vlamynck
Massage Therapist, Todd Jones
Pacific Harbor Travel, Marie Henley
Pineapple Princess and
Massage Therapist, Dennis Walsh
Nickelodeon Theatre.
Jim Schwenterly
Psychic Healer, Jan Marquardt
Saturn Cafe
SCMTD
Surf Bowl
Women’s Crisis Support

which they turn into still think fags are
non-people. Could they do this to some
one they thought was a person? Could
they smash in the face of any sU'anger and
laugh if they thought of him as a person?
The laughter was bad. The uninterested
monotone of the police was worse, and
the curious stares of the passers-by who
jerked their heads toward the "Lagoon" as
Continued on Page 33

Reaching the Uninformed
In these limes of AIDS, ignorance is not bliss. It is dangerous. The sexual behavior
of those uninformed about high risk activity will lead to HIV infection. If you are a
frequent reader of the Lavender Reader, you most likely have learned about protection
against AIDS. There remain, however, many men and women in Santa Cruz County who
may be unknowingly at risk and uninformed about disease prevention. Consider these
fictitious situations;
Scenario number 1: Two men have been in a relationship for over three years and both
agree to be sexually exclusive. Both were practicing safer sex before they met. After a few
months together, they decided no longer to take precautions and therefore discontinued the
use of condoms. Neither one considered taking the HIV test since they assumed that there
was safety in their coupled monogamy. They overlooked the fact of a long incubation
period wherein either one might have been exposed in the last 8 to 10 years.
Scenario number 2; A south county Latino man recently separated from his wife finds
himself in the company of other single men who socialize in the bars and parks.
Although he would never identify with being gay, he may choose to have sex with men
as an alternative form of sexual release. Frequently the available "pickup" will be a
teenage hustler with an IV drug habit. With no access to accurate and complete
information in Spanish regarding his sex health, he is unprotected and clearly at risk.
Scenario number 3: A Scotts Valley housewife in her 40’s has just learned a month
earlier that her husband, to whom she has been married 18 years, has been having
clandestine sex with men for many years. After the initial shock, she enters therapy in
hopes of discovering how she will adjust to this revelation. She is confronted with the
possibility that she, like her husband, might be at risk for exposure to HIV infection.
What does she do? Who can she turn to?
Continued on page 32
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October Election Forums

Community Center Moves Forward
In just four short months, active
lesbians and gays in and around Santa
Cruz have organized and cooperated to
give birth to the new Lesbian and Gay
Community Center of Santa Cruz.
While they haven’t found a permanent
home yet, they are making the most of
local facilities such as Louden Nelson
and the YWCA from which to launch
their efforts.
Already the LGCC has provided
social and fundraising opportunities for
the gay and lesbian community at their
evening Coffee House featuring local
artistic talent Linda Blain, Alena Smith,
Deborah Abbott, Judy Havey, and the
Calamari Chorus. Not to mention hold
ing the raffle during this year’s Gay
Pride Celebration and sponsoring what
may become an annual event at their first
Barbeque and Rummage Sale, which
was held on September 18th. Upcoming
plans include a Game Night in October
and a Halloween Ball co-hosted with the
Campaign for Responsible AIDS Action.
Launched initially this spring from
a forum held by the Alliance, the LGCC
has proven from its events and outreach
that there is clearly supp)ort both in terms
of money and time from our community
for this project. The experiment is
underway and so far it is a success. Part
of that success is measured in the tangi
ble accomplishment of authoring the
non-profit corporation by-laws which
took effect at the monthly business meet
ing September 13th. Much effort was
put into this document so that it would
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Large, Stacy as Director at Large; com
mittee representatives Michael Lightstone for Fundraising (462-4730); Kathy
MacCrea for Programs/Services (4266646); and Lee Roden for Communica
tions (462-2610). All of these directors
will serve for one year with the excep
tion of the co-chair who will assume the
office of the President/Co-chair for his
second year.
At this point, the LGCC is running
on the energy of about 50 volunteers on
the various committees, and the dona
tions of a wide variety of supporters,
including over 40 people who have
pledged to donate so much every month
(Thanks!). It is because of our
volunteers and donors that we are well
on our way to the Building Fund goal of
S5,000. Once the money is obtained, we
will commit to a physical site for the
Center. After our initial start-up costs,
we are committing one half of all
proceeds to the Building Fund which is
clearly one of our highest priorities.
More energy and more money is
needed to keep going, so the LGCC asks
for your support in either form. You are
welcome to attend our monthly meetings
- the second Tuesday of every month at
Louden Nelson. If you are interested in
working on any of the committees,
please call the representatives listed
above. Or - if you are interested in mak
ing a donation or monthly pledge, con
tact Will Russell at 429-2060. For more
information call Mindy Storch at 4756268.

reflect the needs and feelings ot every
volunteer involved, and with a mind to
those whom we would serve. A unique
structure of the Board of Directors calls
for the shared responsibility of the
"helm” by both a woman and man; a
clear purpose and directives set the tone
for the operation of the organization; and
a broad interpretation of ’’membership"
will result in the widest possible
representation of our community. In
addition, all of the business meetings
will be run by concensus to ensure that
all who want to be heard will be. To that
end, the Board of Directors and other
interested Community Center volunteers
will be attending a workshop on the
concensus process offered by the
Resource Center for Non-Violence.
It was at this meeting that the first
board of directors was elected: Mindy
Storch as President/Co-chairperson, Ron
Sampson as Co-chairperson, Shari
Bandes as Treasurer, Greta Hughes as
Secretary, Mardi Brown as Director at

STORCH

&

WILL

The Lesbian and Gay Action Alli
ance, in cooperation with the Santa Cruz
chapter of the National Organization for
Women, is hosting two evenings
intended to address the needs for our
community to stay informed on the
issues, and to provide a unified voice
that makes it clear that we will not sit
idly by watching the political power
brokers mold our future.
On Oct 5th a candidates foium
will be held at 7:30pm at Louden Nelson
Center. All of the City Council and
Board of Supervisors candidates have
been invited. The city council candi

Rev. David MacMillan

l:innily

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Santa Cruz
684-0506
6401 Freedom Blvd., Aptos

Arnold Leff, M.D.

«(AMfirnwtit«

ISOS Soquef Drive
Santa

CA 95065

RUSSELL
KELSEY RAMAGE, CMP
JERRY SOLOMON, Ph.D.

1

F ro m A r o u n d T h e W o r ld

DR. CHARLES M. GOODWIN
C h iro p ra c to r

(4 0 8 )4 2 9 -1 1 0 0

The volunteers for next year’s Gay
Evening in May, Santa Cruz’ largest les
bian and gay fund raiser, are looking for
new faces and fiesh ideas. We will be
having a general meeting for all people
interested in contributing their time in
planning this festive occasion on
October 20th at 7:(X)pm at the Louden
Nelson Center. If you are interested in
becoming a member of the Planning
Commitee or if you have input of any
kind, please join us or call our acting
coordinator Mardi Brown at 479-3606.
With your help we can make this year’s
show better t h ^ ever!
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Unitarian Universalism affirm s
Gay and Lesbian lifestyles
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dates who will speak are: Susan Groff,
Jane Imler, Don Lane, Jane Larson,
Amie Levine, Mo Reich, Jane Yokoyama, and from the County Board of
Supervisors race fw 2nd district Robley
Levy.
On Oct 19th, also at Louden Nel
son Center, there will be a forum to dis
cuss the ballot initiatives. Speakers
include: Glen Schaller
of the Santa
Cruz Action Network, Sally Ross
representing the "No on F" campaign
(mobile home rent control), Mardi
WOTmhoudt on the state wide hunger
and homelessness initiatives, Andrea
Kittelson on the four insurance initia
tives, speakers for and against the local
Slow University Growth proposition,
and representatives of the Campaign for
Responsible AIDS Action to address
propositions 96 and 102.
The format for these evenings will
provide time for each speaker, questions
from the floor and then a vote firom the
people in attendance which will be the
basis for the official Alliance endorse
ments.

Whether you are able to come to
these events or not, don’t stay home on
election day. Vote November 8th and
wear your "stub" proudly. It may be
unfashionable to take a political stand at
a party, but its positively unhealthy not
to take a politick stand at election time,
and that time is now. Join us.
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Santa Cruz Men’s Chorus
Rehearsals Begin

The Santa Cruz Men’s Chorus began
rehearsals in early September and open re
hearsals will continue through October.
The chorus is open to all men in the area
who have singing experience or who
might like to try singing for the first
time. Auditions for permanent positions
in the chorus will be held the first of No
vember. A set of workshops in music
reading and sight-singing will be held if
enough people wish it. The chorus is also
looking for non-singers who would like
to help out with organizational work.
Rehearsals are currently scheduled for
Monday evenings, (except fourth Mon-

days, which still have to be scheduled)
from 7:15 to 9:45. They will be held in
the social hall at the First United Metho
dist Church, 250 California Street (be
tween Bay and Laurel) in Santa Cruz.
There will be no rehearsal the week of
October 24.
The director of the chorus is Brett
Sherman, who teaches piano and coaches
voice locally. He was recently a soloist at
the Chambers of the Heart AIDS benefit
last February.
The first full concert is planned for
Valentine’s Day, featuring the Brahms’
Liebelslieder Waltzes. A short program of
Hanukkah and Christmas seasonal music
will also be prepared.
The selection of music for perfor
mance will be classical, including singing
in foreign languages, show and pop, folk
and jazz. Training in choral technique will
be part of the rehearsal schedule.
If you are interested in the chorus,
you are asked to call the director before
hand, to confirm the rehearsal time and
place. You can call Brett at 427-2722.
— Brett Sherman

Arnold Leff, M.D.
is pleased to announce that

Donna Tully, PA-C Physician Assistant
Joined his family medicine practice in June.

A unique effort to link disabled lesbi
ans nationally (and possibly international
ly) has begun. "Dykes, Disability and
Stuff’ is one answer to the dearth of com
munication among members of this sizea
ble community. It will be a forum for
women with a spectrum of health issues
to begin addressing and resolving ques
tions that each may be handling alone.
"One goal," publisher Catherine Lohr
states, "is to put lesbians’, women's, and
mainstream disability rights movements
on notice that we will be taking our
rightful place at the helm of our own des
tiny." This strong stance is reflective of
Lohr’s grassroots belief system. "The
readers will also be the writers," Lohr
continues. "Dykes, Disability & S tu ff
will be a readers’ forum and is expected to
address the gamut of concerns women
dealing with chronic disabilities are think
ing about. "My greatest wish is to see us
create our own liberation ... to make real.
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without interference or exclusion, the nat
ural abilities with which we came into
this life."
Contributions of art/graphics, news,
discussions and letters should be sent to
"DD&S", P.O. Box 6194, Boston, MA
02114. Subscriptions for this start-up
quarterly are available on a sliding scale
from $8-20-1-. For (print) sample of first
issue send SASE. Braille and tape copies
of the premiere issue will be available
firee through and courtesy of the Women’s
Braille Press, POB 8745, Minneapolis,
MN 55408.

Book
Submissions
Sought
One founding member of the group of
Jewish Lesbian Daughters of Holocaust
Survivors, an international networking
and support group, seeks submissions for
an anthology of writings by Jewish Les
bian Daughters of Holocaust Survivors.
Tentatively titled "The Hour of the
Rooster, The Hour of the Owl," from a
prose-poem of the same name, this col
lection will include poetry, photos, b/w
art/graphics and short stories all focused
around life as a Jewish Lesbian Daughter
of Holocaust Survivors. Fiction, histori
cal fiction, biography, autobiography and
other appropriate styles will be consid
ered.
Possible chapter headings include:
Women Bom in DP (displaced person)
Camps; Polka Dot and Plaid: The New
comers Arrive; Hiding, Hoarding and
Enough of Everything; Tim Warp — The
Transcendance of A War, etc.
Authors may choose to publish under
a pseudonym for reasons of personal con
fidentiality. For further information
please write: JLDHS Book, P.O. Box
6194, Boston, MA 02114 for more in
formation. JLDHS do not have to be
members of the international group for
submissions to be considered.

Insurance Co. Challenges
Use of Aerosol Pentamidine
Prudential Insurance Co. (owner of Prucare) issued a decision from its national
office that it will no longer pay for aerosol pentamidine as a treatment for Pneumo
cystis (PCP) anywhere in the United States. This reverses its previous policy that the
drug be approved for payment. The rationale behind this decision is that the drug
has not been “scientifically proven’’and is still “experimental,”even though nearly
every major hospital in the U.S. now recognizes it asa legitimate AIDS treatment.
The more obvious reason is to save Prudential money, for without pentamidine,
most Pneumocystis patients will die.
This new policy of Prudential must be reversed. If it is successful, other medical
plans around the country will be motivated to pass similar no-payment policies for
pentamidine treatments, resulting in a “Kill-them-before-they-cost-you-money"
policy with regard to AIDS patients.
You can help save the lives of your friends with AIDS by writing a letter to the
Chairman of Prudential asking for a reversal of this callous decision.
The media also needs to be motivated to do stories on this outrageous decision,
so AT THE BOTTOM of your letter to Prudential, CCto: at least two TV stations
(attn: News Dept); to your Congressman and Senators; and to others who could
help (see sample letter). Publicity is the key to make Prudential reconsider. Mail
copies of your original letter to everyone you CC’d. It helps keep this issue alive.
The more letters and copies sent helps keep the media swamped and the more likely
stories will be written about it. The more letters written, the more effective this type
of campaign, and the more likely that Prudential will reconsider its decision.
SAMPLE:
-J o h n LaRiviere
Mr. Robert Winters
Chairman of the Board
Prudential Plaza
Newark, New Jersey 07101
Dr. Mr. Winters:
1am requesting your support to reverse Prudential’s decision to discontinue pay
ing for aerosol pentamidine as an AIDS treatment, because......
Yours,
Copies sent to:
News Dept.
KMST-TV (CH 46)
2200 Garden Road
Monterey, CA
News Dept.
KNTVfCH II)
645 Park Avenue
San Jose, CA
News Dept.
KSBW-TV (CH 8)
238 John
Salinas, CA
News Dept.
KCBA-TV (CH 35)
646 East Alisal
Salinas, CA

News Dept.
The Honorable Alan
KZSC FM Radio
Cranston
U.C.S.C.
U.S. Senate
Santa Cruz, CA 95064
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Honorable Henry
The Honorable Sam Farr
Mello
701 Ocean Street
701 Ocean Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
The Honorable Leon
Oprah Winfrey
Panetta
P O BOX 909715
701 Ocean Street
Chicago, IL 60690
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
The Honorable Pete
Phil Donahue
Wilson
30 Rockefeller Plaza
U.S. Senate
N.Y., N.Y. 10112
Washington, D.C. 20510

Coast to Coast: National Coming Out Day
In celebration of last year's inarch on
Washington, and in an effort to rekindle
the political fires of local Gay and Lesbi
an communities throughout the country,
the National Gay Rights advocates, in as
sociation with The Experience Weekend,
is organizing a National Coming Out
Day for October 11.
As National Coming Out Day draws
near, it is clearly evident that this day
will be celebrated by people from coast to
coast. Excitement is building in the gay
community as thousands of lesbians and
gay men plan to "take their next step" by
participating in special events planned in
cities and towns nationwide.
Last year's October 11th March on
Washington energized the gay community
across the country as it took our strength
and spirit to the nation's capitol. This
year the strength comes home to the local
grassroots organizations that are the back
bone of the gay movement. The event is
a reminder to all gay men and lesbians
that the time has come to go forward in
the campaign for civil rights; the time

has come for them to "take their next
step."
To excite gay and lesbian organiza
tions in local communities, the organiz
ing body of NCOD has begun a large
scale campaign of its own. The national
media has been put on alert, three full
time staff members have been hired by

NATIONAL C O M IN G OUT DAY
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NGRA to work exclusively on the event
and "Coming Out Kits" have been mailed
to thousands of grassroots gay organiza
tions nationwide. The kits, including doz
ens of different ideas for "coming out"
from acknowledging that "those roses are
not from your mother" to "organizing a
demonstration for gay rights" are inspir
ing local organizations to call NCOD to

share other ideas about "how to come
out." In fact, phones at official NCOD
headquarters are ringing off the hook with
reports of dances, dinners, seminars, letter
writing campaigns and celebrations that
are in the works.
NCOD is making available a wide va
riety of support materials to groups com
ing on board as "Official Event Sponsors"
including buttons, bumper stickers, key
chains and lapel pins. The staff has put
together a set of guidelines on how to go
about obtaining media support as well as
an informational circular on how to start
a gay support group. Artist Keith Haring
has designed an original poster to cele
brate the event and there will be a com
memorative journal in which individuals,
businesses and organizations can place
personal statements.
"National Coming Out Day is catch
ing on all over the country," says Jean
O'Leary, Executive Director of NGRA
and Co-Chair of NCOD. Rob Eichberg,
founder of the Experience Weekend and
O’Leary's Co-Chair of the event adds, "It’s

on Tuesday, N ovem ber 8th

definitely an idea whose time has come."
Ol^eary continues, saying, "We are work
ing round the clock preparing for this Oc
tober 11th. Last year’s march clearly
showed that, even in the face of the deadly
AIDS epidemic, our community is vi
brant and growing. We need, more than
ever, an annual event to celebrate life, one
that will help us renew our commitments
to one another. Ours is a community that
is coming out of the closet forever."
The NCOD campaign encourages eve
ry gay man and lesbian to "take their next
step" this October 11th, a step that for
each individual is intensely personal. Jean
O’Leary adds, "The Official Coming Out
Kits can only offer suggestions for next
steps; people must choose what is best
for them."
O’Leary goes on to say, "Some peo
ple may acknowledge to themselves for
the first time that they are gay or lesbian,
while others may come out to a friend or
family members. One thing is certain, no
matter how far in the closet, or out of the
closet, we are, we all have a next step."
For more informantion about NCOD,
and to obtain Offical Coming Out Kits,
contact National Gay Right Advocates at
(213) 650-6200 or write to 8380 Santa
Monica Blvd., Suite 202, West Holywood, CA 90069.

Mo Reich
for City Council

• T re a su re r, F re e d o m D em o c ra tic C a u c u s, 1984
• C hair, FD C -PA C , 1985
• LG A A M em b er, 1984 to p re s e n t
• S teerin g C o m m itte e M em b er, C R A A , 1988
• C h a irp e rso n , P la n n in g C o m m issio n , C ity o f S an ta C ru z , 1988
• C h a irp e rs o n , E co n o m ic D e v e lo p m e n t T a sk Force,
C ity o f S anta C ru z , 1985-1987

A Home For Our Hearts:
Lesbians In Mid-Life
On October 8th, Lauren Crux, a local
psychotherapist in our community, will
provide a workshop on lesbians in mid
life.
About the w orkshop:
Although the middle of our life oc
curs arithmetically at the age of forty,
midlife is more profoundly understood as
a "signifying" experience. It is a moment
in lived time in which a need for change,
new meaning, a deepening, is called for.
"What will we undertake?" becomes a
question that both challenges and guides
us.
What are the issues tugging at our
hearts, our minds, our spiritual coatslceves as we enter midlife? How does the
accumulation of years effect us? How
does our life as lesbians impact our ques
tions, our searching? Participants are in
vited to bring their unique and/or univer
sal concerns.
Through lecture, group and presenta
tion, the following topics will be ad
dressed: aging and ageism, isolation and

MICHAEL BURTON, PH.D.

L e c tu re /p iscu ssio n Series:
Beginning Monday, October 10th and
every other Monday for 4 weeks, $5 per
evening, info: 426-9515.
About Ms. Crux:
Lauren Crux is a psychotherapist liv
ing and working in Santa Cruz, Califor
nia. For many years she has lectured and
led workshops on topics of lesbian and
feminist psychology and philosophy. She
has just completed her manuscript on
women and courage. Raising the Song o f
Courage. For the last two years she has
been researching, speaking and conducting
workshops nationally and internationally
on lesbians in midlife.
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE
HERBAL THERAPY
STRUCTURAL BALANCING
HOLISTIC HEALTH COUNSELING

So Qofis Love is fo r
T.‘l^E3ifyont!

Rev. Jean H art, Pastor
1009 THIRD ST. SANTA CRUZ. CA 950o0 (408) 427-1340

You can get them at
any drugstore or your local
Planned Parenthood. So
next time, show how much
you care.

Let's send Mo to the Santa Cruz City Council on Nov. 8th!
D on’t miss these upcom ing events
Sunday, Nov. 6th at the Darling House
Champagne Brunch and Auction
plus the final drawing for our super raffle.
Grand Prize a Fisher HOO-KOO-E-KOO
l-4pm, $15-$30 sliding scale
Space is limited. Call 458-0801 for adv. tickets.

W orkshop:
Saturday, October 8th, 10 am-5 pm,
YWCA, $50 fee, registration/info: 4269515.

st a t e certified a c u p u n c t u r is t

M o is com m itted to a strong progressive vision for Santa C ru z~ m a in ta in in g our unique
environm ent, providing fu n d s for social programs and services, assuring equal tig h ts fo r a ll o u r
citizen s, and a sound and sen sitive economic developm ent plan.

Friday, October 14 at Louden Nelson Center
Mark Levy, political songwriter, and the
re-united David Winters and Rebecca Adams
and an original skit by Mike Rotkin, with
John Laird, Mardi Wormhoudt, and???
7:30-11pm, $7-$20 sliding scale

community, old ghosts and unfinished
business, risk-taking and courage and vi
sions of our future.

M etrx^iolU an C onununiiy C hurch
WoTahip: 1Q:Q0 am Every Sunday
303 Walnut, Santa Crux

(4 0 8 )4 7 9 -4 2 4 2
Mailing: P.O. Box 1784
Santa Crux, CA 95061

C h ir o p r a c t ic

Patricia Shea
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Doctor of
Chiropractic

Care

Protect yo u r h ve w ith condoms.

P

Planned Parenthood
of Santa Cruz County

212 Laurel S treet • Santa Cruz
426.5550

3150 Mission Drive, Santa Cruz, CA 95065
(near Dominican Hospital)
(408)475-0666

THE POLITICAL CLIMATE

Opening Word
continued

Props 102 and 96 in November.
(For more information about the
Props and what you can do, see
pages 20 and 21.)

This is why the Campaign for
Responsible AIDS Action was ini
tially formed — to serve as an adhoc organization ready to gear-up
against these ballot measures as
they appear in our state. And it’s
therefore up to every gay and lesbi
an person to support the cam
paign’s efforts.
So please, donate some money,
volunteer some time, and at the
very least, educate yourself, your
family and friends and vote No on

This November’s election also
features our periodic exercise in the
mediocrity of presidential politics.
Bush is clearly a fascist. EJukakis,
unfortunately, is about as exciting
as warmed-over oatmeal. Further
more, Dukakis does not have a
stellar record on gay and lesbian is
sues (see Scott Brookie’s piece on
Dukakis in the Spring '88 issue of
the Reader). But compared to a
G ra p h ic A rts
P h o to g ra p h y
426-ST A T

C lytia F uller
T racy e Lea Law son
S ta ts

H a l f to n e s

P h o to g ra p h y

G ra p h ic s

Bush Presidency, a Dukakis ad
ministration has far more appeal.
(For more analysis on the race and
its implications for lesbians and
gay men, see John Laird’s column
on page 15.)
Finally, we urge you to register
to vote, attend the Lesbian and Gay
Action Alliance's election forums
this month (see page 9 for details)
and come this November 8th, get
out and vote.
On behalf o f the entire Laven
der Reader staff — Thank You!

Uncle Bill’s

mechanical m aintanance

NOW W hat DO We
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CONTRACT MAINTENANCE
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X-RATED VIDEOS
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Also a large non X-Rated inventory.

VIDEO CITY TAKE 3 and TAKE 5
Free m em berships,
m ovie rentals.
$3.50 N ew Release a n d X-Rated • others $2
$2.00, $1.00 M ondays an d Thursdays

TAKE 3

TAKE 5

845 Almar
2-1505 East Cliff
a n d Mission
a t 15th
Santa Cruz, C A
Santa Cruz, CA
(in East Cliff Shop
458-0611
ping Center)
475-4717
Sun.-Thurs. 11-10 pm Fri.-Sat. 11-11pm

•iKtiical • refrigeration • plumbing
Bill Lentfer

408/426-3450

As I write this, it is two months before the
Presidential election on November 8. Much
has happened since I last wrote in this space
asking everyone concerned about lesbian and
gay issues to cast a vote for Jesse Jackson in
the June California primary.
Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis
won that primary with over 63% of the vote.
Jesse Jackson carried Santa Cruz City with
over 60% of the vote and also carried the
measurable lesbian and gay precincts in Cali
fornia.
There was an active Lesbian and Gay
Caucus at Atlanta's Democratic National
Convention in July, with about 75 members
that were dlegates and alternates, including
yours truly as an elected official pledged to
Jesse Jackson. It was the only caucus of con
vention delegates that contained a majority of
members supporting Jesse Jackson. Interest-
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J O H

ingly, there were more lesbian and gay dele
gates from California that were for Dukakis
than for Jackson.
The party platform contained good lan
guage on additional funding and services on
the issue of AIDS and listed sexual orientation
as one of the items that Democrats pledged to
protect from discrimination.
However, the words "lesbian and gay" did
not appear in the briefer-than-usual Demo
cratic platform. According to one openly gay
platform committee member from Vermont,
there was a strong disagreement during the
drafting of the platform on the use of these
words. Reportedly, Dukakis supporters threa
tened to weaken the non-discrimination lan
guage if there was a move to add the words
"lesbian and gay."
This did not set a positive context for the
convention's Lesbian and Gay Caucus. There

LAIRD

Continued Next Page

Laird Continued
were small meetings involving caucus
members for Jackson and Dukakis with
Dukakis staff members asking for specif
ics on lesbian and gay issues.
The Dukakis staff reaffirmed the plat
form's non-discrimination policy and reaf
firmed the language on AIDS in the par
ty’s platform. But there was no
movement on the controversial issue of
foster care nor the issuance of an execu
tive order banning federal discriminadon
in employment against lesbian and gay
men.
The staff also made a clear statement
that the appointments of judges in Massa
chusetts have been made with a commit
ment to law enforcement and protection
of civil rights. That was made clear be
cause the next president will likely be
able to make two or three Supreme Court
appointments; right now, the Court is
one vote short of different decisions on is
sues such as the Hardwich Georgia sodo
my case.
Even though it was clear that Duka
kis was the nominee, it was difficult for
many Jackson delegates that had strong
positions on lesbian and gay issues to

move immediately to an endorsement for
Dukakis. The Dukakis delegates very
much wanted an endorsement from the
Caucus on the last day of the convention,
but many of the Jackson delegates would

.

¡Ék

not support that vote at that time.
There was a general belief that when
the election rolled around in November,
the issue of AIDS, general non
discrimination, and Supreme Court ap
pointments would provide a strong differ

ence between Michael Dukakis and
George Bush. But most gay and lesbian
Jackson delegates thought that an imme
diate Dukakis endorsement would down
play important differences on lesbian and
gay issues — and would not be easily ex
plainable back home.
Representative Karen Clark of Minne
sota, the only open lesbian state legisla
tor in the country and a Jesse Jackson
supporter, made a strong plea to the Cau
cus at its last session. While she ac
knowledged Dukakis poor stands on some
lesbian and gay issues and her own strong
support of Jesse Jackson, she felt that fed
eral action on AIDS justified support of
Dukakis in November.
Because of the split over Presidential
candidates, I found the Caucus meetings
among the least productive of any such
state or national Democratic convention
caucus I have ever attended.
The Caucus did set forth a clear plat
form on lesbian and gay issue — non
discrimination, AIDS, immigration, and
other issues — and asked each individual
state delegation to adopt it during daily
delegation meetings. The California Jackson Caucus passed it unanimously, as did
the Calfomia Dukakis delegation. Some

states, such as Kansas, Minnesota and
Maine, passed it. It was not passed in
more conservative states, where the dele
gates that proposed it got a tremendous
amount of credit for their courage in at
tempts to pass it.
As we look toward the November 8
election, I wdl recommend to lesbian and
gay activists that they cast votes for the
Democratic ticket. I have no illusions
about Michael Dukakis on foster care pol
icy; on Lloyd Bentsen; or in general, on
lesbian and gay issues.
The Republic Convention keynoter.
Governor Thomas Kean of New Jersey,
took a back-handed swipe at "the gays" by
indicating that Dukakis was trying not to
be specific on lesbian and gay issues in
the hopes that we could be satisfied after
the election. Poor Dukakis gets it from
both sides on that one. We are unhappy
because he is not specific or strong
enough on lesbian and gay issues, and the
Republicans accuse him of vagueness to
conclude that he is.
But sitting out the election could al
low George Bush to appoint rabidly anti
gay Supreme Court justices. It could al
low a continuation of the morally bank
rupt federal AIDS policy of the last eight

years. And Kitty Dukakis did made a sen
sitive, highly publicized visit to people
with AIDS — more than the Vice Presi
dent has done during his eight years of
top national leadership.
As always, the real message is to
continue to organize, continue to press
for our issues, and continue to make it
very difficult for candidates to ignore us
politically. The election is going to be
close. If Dukakis carries California, it
will be a close margin.
If we can show, as we did with Sena
tor Alan Cranston when he won by a
small margin two years ago, that we
made the difference, then maybe we can
exert influence the way we did when
Cranston changed his position on the
Helms Ammendment and publicly apolo
gized.
Obviously, this is not the ideal
choice for us. But on November 8, a vote
for anyone but Dukakis is a vote for
Bush. We have to play the hand we're
dealt. For the Supreme Court, for action
on AIDS, Dukakis is the better of the
two. If you have to hold your nose, do it.
Let's get the best we can for the next four
years, and keep organizing — so that the
choice will be better in the future.

Comfortable Jeans?

4 ISSUES
8 BUCKS
I f y o u 're n o t a m e m b e r o f the
Lesbian & Gay R ction R lliance (F o rm e rly
FDC), and m o u ld lilcc to re c e iu e th e L au en d e r R e a d e r in th e m a il, send $8 to
L a u e n d e r R e ad er,

That's right. C hiPants took
that authentic Am erican
institution of durability and
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im proved them . O ur uiuque
gusseted design allows u s to
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designer jeans a n d the
comfort of sweatpants. O ur
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Chijean gives you comfort
and freedom of movement
never before considered
possible in such good-looking
w ell-fitted p an ts as these.
5 pockets. Button fly.
100% cotton. Try ChiPants.
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“On November 8,
a vote for
anyone but
Dukakis is a vote
for Bush. We
have to piay the
hand we’re dealt.
For the Supreme
Court, for action
on AIDS, Dukakis
is the better of
the two.”

Nov. 8 ■■VOTE
Jane YOKOYAMA
SANTA CRUZ CITY COUNCIL

Support the
struggle o f
lesbians and
gay men to be
fu ll participants
in the life o f
Santa Cruz
— in
em ploym ent,
housing,
politicai
participation,
and a life
free from
discrimination
and the threat
o f violence.

MAKING WAVES

The Tactical Battle Over
he picture catches my eye
as soon as I open the
morning paper; a row of
demonstrators sitting defiantly
in the street facing a police
line, hands clasped, mouths
open in song. It could be Port
Chicago, where solidarity ac
tivists protest arms shipments
to Central America; or Liver
more Laboratory, where nu
clear weapons are designed; or
any statehouse or courthouse
in the nation where lesbians
and gay men are denied civil
rights. Automatically I scan
photograph for familiar faces
ices.
I find none, for these activists
are blockading not some strong
hold of militarism or privilege
but a feminist health center. They are put
ting their bodies on the line to prevent what
they consider an atrocity and what I know
to be a prerequisite for my own freedom—
the exercise of a woman’s legal right to
choose abortion.
Anti-abortion protesters at the Demo
cratic National Convention got a lot more
media attention than did lesbian and gay
activists demonstrating for parenting and
foster-parenting rights, progressive AIDS
policies, and sexual freedom. After the
convention they remained in Atlanta, where
they are attempting to create a permanent
presence opposing abortion. “Operation
Rescue” has been endorsed by illustrious
visiting participants such as Pat Robertson
and Jerry Falwell. There have been 713
carefully choreographed arrests at four of
Atlanta’s family planning clinics since July
19. News clips of cops dragging off nonvio
lent people of conscience make effective
propaganda—they learned that from the
left.
I’ve had a strong emotional response to
the increasing use of civil disobedience by
the Religious Right over the last few years.
Direct action and feminism feel so insepa
rable to me that my first reaction was
outrage: i/iey are usingour tactics! Nonvio
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lent direct action in this counu^ is a legacy
of the Civil Rights Movement, carried on
by other progressive social change move
ments and forever transformed by femi
nism. Women in the peace and justice
community have combined Civil Disobe
dience (CD) with feminist process (includ
ing consensus decision-making, decentral
ized structure, and rejection of traditional
form s of leadership), elements of ritual, and
a deep commitment to drawing connec
tions between the specific evils our actions
confront and larger patterns of power and
privilege. (For a brief history of lesbian and
feminist involvement in the direct action
movement, see UCSC Prof. Barbara
Epstein’s article in the summer issue of
Outlook, the snazzy new les/gay journal.)
My personal experiences as an out dyke
doing feminist direct action have been
deeply powerful and empowering. Every
time I have been arrested for CD, I have felt
myself part of a long, proud history of
women and men putting their bodies on the
line for justice. When people who think
they have a divine mandate to control
women’s bodies appropriate the postures
and rituals of this liberation tradition, my
understanding of resistance and social
change is slandered.

ALLISON

Most of the men and women
who are going to jail for anti
choice politics no doubt feel as
morally compelled as do femi
nists, peace activists and AIDS
activists who choose similar
tactics. But sincerity of con
viction is no measure of what’s
right.
How, then, can we think
about this? How can we re
spond? The current wave of
demonstrations does not indi
cate increased opposition to
abortion rights, merely the
increased visibility thaiaccompanies a shift to more radical
tactics. Clinic administrators
are quick to point out that polls
consistently show majority
support for safe and legal abortion. Some
pro-choice activists are telling the media
that anti-abortionists are in fact resorting to
civil disobedience as a last-gasp tactic
because they lack the public support to
outlaw abortion through legislative chan
nels.
Feminists should think twice about
making this argument. While it is clearly in
our interest to stress public support for
women’s right to choose, we are setting
ourselves up politically if we imply that
majority support is the measure of legiti
macy. Other fundamental issues related to
our right to control our bodies— including
sexual privacy and self-definition, lesbian
parenting, alternative fertilization, sex
workers’ rights—do nor enjoy mainstream
support. Our struggle to protect abortion
rights must also support other feminist
reproductive and sexual issues.
It’s also ridiculous to speak as if legisla
tive channels are the only appropriate means
for social change. Our few crucial victories
within the system—including legalized
abortion—are indebted to constant activ
ism outside the political mainstream. Prochoice activists risk undercutting the larger
feminist movement—and their own cause—
if they criticize the use of civil disobedi
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ence itself rather than the use to which CD
is put by the Christian Right
We must also be wary of attacking anti
abortion activism on the grounds that it is
an attempt to sway political opinion through
emotion rather than reason. One of the
strengths of direct action is indeed the di
rect appeal it makes to the heart and the
conscience. When we wear pictures of our
children and grandchildren onto the Ne
vada Nuclear Test Site on Mother’s Day,
when we carry signs bearing photographs
of bodies charred or melted by radiation at
Hiroshima, when at pro-choice rallies we
wave our banners with logos of bloody
coathangers, we are going for the gut rather
than the head. We are illustrating critical
connections that the “rational” arguments
of male politicians make invisible.
But civil disobedience is always more
than just symbolic. On the left we speak of
interfering with “business as usual.” And,
as one demonstrator in Atlanta explained,
“when we do a rescue, our goal is to stop the
murder. It’s not a protest. Our object is to
physically put ourselves between the abor
tionists and the unborn babies.” The stan
dard sensationalist use of language here is
bad enough, but what about the total ab
sence of the woman involved from the
equation? Are we nothing more than vagi
I HINK
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nas to be barricaded just as buildings are
blockaded?
And I find myself asking another ques
tion: Where have all the dykes in the repro
ductive rights movement gone? Do we really
think that because unwanted pregnancy is
primarily a straight women’s problem,
abortion rights don’t affect us? Now that so
many of us are happily folding diapers
ourselves, is unspoken ambivalence about
abortion causing us to quietly withdraw as
political allies? How much of this is due to
the pronatalism of Reagan America’s anti
feminist backlash?
Lesbian feminists these days seem more
concerned with our right to be pregnant
than other women’s right not to have to be
pregnant. Both battles will founder unless
we fight them together.
Moreover, feminists in the direct action
movement should look at the Right’s use of
CD and get very clear on how it differs from
ours. And those of us who have repeatedly
risked arrest to oppose nuclear technology
or US interventionism might consider how
to carry what we’ve learned into the ongo
ing struggle to protect and expand repro
ductive and sexual freedom. We can’t lib
erate Mother Earth when our own bodies
are colonized.
Continued on page 33

“Most of the men
and women who
are going to jail for
anti-choice politics
no doubt feel as
morally compelled
as do feminists,
peace activists
and AIDS activists
who choose
similar tactics.
But sincerity of
conviction is no
measure of what's
right.”
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Ignorant M indsJroduce Ignorant Legislation
Halloween Benefit Dance
Saturday, October 29 8- Midniglit

A bout the
PROPOSITIONS
First Proposition 64, and then
Prop. 69. Now we're fighting two
new, equally ignorarrt measures to
appear on the November ballot.
Proposition 102 is sponsored by
right-wing Congressman Wiliiam
Dannemeyer and supported by the
equaliy rabid State Senator
JohnT.D oolittie.
If passed. Prop 102 would:
• Prohibit confidential/anonymous testing
• Require reporting of everyone who tests
HIV positive, and of anyone who is SUS
PECTED if being positive
• Allow employers and insurance companies
to require an AIDS test prior to employ
ment or medical/life insurance coverage
• Repeal current laws protecting people
with AIDS/ARC from discrimination in
housing, employment, and insurance
• Initiate extensive contact tracing
• Cost hundreds of millions of dollars to
implement, and cut severely into AIDS
research and treatment funds

Prop 96, w hile not as far-reaching
as 102, is just as stupid. It's an Im
portant m easure to defeat. Spon
sored by Sheriff Sherman Biock of
Los Angeles. If passed, it wouid:
> Allow court-ordered AIDS testing of
persons ACCUSED (not convicted) of
various sexual offenses, or interfering
with a peace officer's duties
• Permit reporting of an individual's AIDS
testing status to a wide range of institu
tional personnel and to the party de
manding the test

SOME KEY PO INTS:
Safe testing outiawedPublic health experts agree that anony
mous testing is the backbone of AIDS pre20 R6ADER

Dance to the tunes of
1st set at 8:30

W A TC H O U T!

$100 prize for best costume

Great prizes for Most Outrageous & Most Creative
Free trick or treats for 1st 100 people in costume
V et's H all, 846 Front S t., Santa Cruz

Conservative Congressman William Dannemeyer
vention. Those who are tested receive
counseling and treatment. This kind of
testing works because people have confi
dence in it.
And yet. Prop 102 outlaws anonymous
testing! It would break the back of the
AIDS prevention efforts!

Watch out for the "health police"!
Prop 102 turns our doctors, nurses and
blood banks into spies. If a partner from a
decade ago tests positive, you could wind
up on a state list! Many others would not
go for health care, knowing that their doc
tor must report their name or face crimi
nal penaities. Driven underground this way,
the spread of AIDS becomes worse.

Got a few hundred miiiion doilars
to waste?
Prop 102 would shift millions of dollars of
heatlth care costs from private insurers
to the taxpayers. It would cost millions
more in useless testing and enforcement.
All that money for a state law that only
makes AIDS worse!

Cruciai research efforts de
stroyed!
To fight this disease, medical researchers
must be able to study HIV- infected peo
ple. People who are afraid they'll get
turned in won1 participate in research
studies.

'T h e most significant obstacle to
progress"
That's what the head of the President's

AIDS Commission said about discrimina
tion against people who have HIV. Again,
California has led the way. We were the
first to pass laws banning such discrimi
nating. Prop 102 would repeal those laws!

•$5-$20 Donation • A Non-Alcoholic Event
•A Benefit for the Santa Cruz Lesbian & Gay
Community Center and the Campaign for
Responsible AIDS Action
• For additional information, call Will at 429-2060

Tupperware Benefit Party

Huge Benefit Raffle to
stop Props 102 & 96

Welcome to the dominant culture
No one is safer
Prop 96 doesn't help crime victims. It
doesn't protect police, firefighters or
emergency medical people. It allows these
people to get a court order for you to be
tested for HIV. It creates only fear, con
fusion and panic.

A pointless exerciseTesting people for HIV because they were
doing things like spitting or sneezing goes
against all medical knowledge. And testing
fhe accused tells nothing about the heaith
of the victim.

Civil rights down the drain'Innocent until proven guilty’ - one of our
most cherished principals. Prop 96 would
take that precious protection away from
you. You could be forcibly tested if some
one simply accuses you of a crime, whether
you committed it or not!

Let's promote the truthThe Surgeon General has said it. The
President's AIDS Commission has said it.
Medical professionals unanimously agree:
You c a n t get AIDS from casual contact.
Forcing people to be needlessly tested
only diverts time and resources from real
AIDS needs- education and research.

W A T C H O U T !, the Band, joined forces in 1987 to create a wonderful blend of highenergy rock-n-roll and gut-wrenchng blues. The band attracted immediate following
throughout the Bay Area with ifs powerful driving rhythm section, highlighted by ttte
explosive yet sensitive lead guitar and bluesy, provocative lead vocals. This band of four
women appeals to everyone who loves to dance. Their colorful stage show makes the
group as much fun to watch as to hear.

Gone.,.gone...gone Hepatitis Yellow • Baby Soap Blue
Necco Wafer Pink

Mystery Grand Prize to be announced with
numerous other prizes
R affle tickets at $1 each/6 fo r $5

it's a whole new line of Tupperware!
Join the fun-filled evening of the Tupperware Party you
have always wanted

Tickets available at the CRAA office,
701 Front Street,, SC, or call 426-6520
Prize winners announced at the Halloween dance,

Wednesday, October 12 6-7:30

Contact the Campaign for Responsible AIDS Action for
further information 426-6520

313 Soquel Ave., Suite B at Dakota
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Writings From a Painter
BY
In a recent creative phase, I
began to narrate the stories of
my life in my paintings. Grey
buildings converging around a
river with trees and parks and
birds became my experiences in
London and my feelings about
the country that I grew up in.
When Clause 28 (the anti"promotion of homosexuality"
bill) was passed by the Houses
of Commons earlier this year,
a pink triangle obliterated by
the Union Jack appeared in a
park and the anagrammatic title
became "No Hero's Home." In
a n o th e r p ictu re
called
"Thatcher's Spring" two cranes
tower over little grey houses
symbolizing thé priorities of
the Conservative Government.
In yet another I drew a naked
man covering himself with his
hands and called it "Self-Cen
sorship"—it is about myself.
As of this moment, the
"stories" have started to spill
outside the pictures, taking on
a life of their own. Feeling
drawn towards saying more and
more intricate things, I have
started to use the form most
suited to "saying" things,
which is writing. What follows
is a story which describes in
words some of the same things
that I have been painting about
in the last few months—my
feelings about being gay—and
in particular about being a gay
artist.
*

*

*

What does being an artist
have to do with being a gay
man? Being an artist—like
being a hairdresser, a gardener,
an interior designer, like
working in the "helping" pro
fessions or being self-

employed, like cross-dressing
or personal grow th or
alcoholism—comes with the
turf. In a myriad ways we cope,
make sense of, and respond to
the absurd situation we are
placed in. If we survive, we
become tougher, we become
cleverer—at finding niches, at
both duplicity and honesty, and
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Having grown up gay in a
heterosexist world, I find it
nothing then to pick up a
pencil and draw because we
have already looked a good deal
harder than most.
And the question in
reverse—what does being gay
have to do with being an artist?
Well, we have to come out in
our work, just as we do in our
lives. For years I have painted
landscapes and flowers and it is
akin to when, as a teenager in
the closet, I wore more
feminine, more daring clothes
even though I could not tell the
truth about myself. It was a
way of telling without saying
anything. Now, after eight
years of seriously pursuing art,
I am beginning to get up the
courage to make work that
specifically identifies me as
gay. It is very frightening.
When I was a teenager the price
of revealing myself would have
been violence at the hands of
my peers and now, as I think
of putting "gay" art out into
the world, I fear and expect
violence and hatred to come
back at me. The difference
between coming out verbally
and coming out in art is that
when speaking, one can choose
when to speak and whom to
tell, but with art, once it is
made and in the world, there is
no controlling who sees it and
we come to know a good deal
when. And violence against us
more about the world than
is pervasive.
other people do. Even if the
Yet, in order to be a good
gene for "artist" were not
artist, I believe I have to be
adjacent to the gene for
true to myself. This means that
"homosexual" on the DNA
coming out in my work, as
chain, we would become artists
scary as it seems, is the only
anyway, by dint of the fact that
option for me. I will not be the
we are forced to observe the
Continued on page 37
world in order to survive in it.

ROBIN

W HITE

P A T R I C E

V E C C H I O N E

....

SIGNS
A border of trees
so many miles long
and o train ride of laughter.
We slip through backyard gardens
quickly across Holland.
ANYWHERE
Every time I leave the house
I am afraid I will come home and home
won't be there.
Oh, there will be the some door, the some
ring of trees entering their pink bloom
with the right number above my doorframe.

Your black sweater
and the trunk of a tree
form the blurred shadow behind the self,
the one who wakes us up at night.
Our hands sleep
in each other's laps.
Your voice cuts through the boundary
of my heart beating against its homeland.

But when I fit the key in
o strange man comes to the door, bore
feet, only shorts on, and o woman
wearing my chenille bathrobe,
my orange cot rubbing
against her legs, purring.

We promise to drive there, take every
circuitous route:
monasteries at Meteora,
live oaks of California, our own four walls.

'Where you'd get this key?," he will ask.
"What are you saying, this is
your home? We've lived here
five years, my wife and I."

It happens in the car. It happens
standing in place.
Those moments in between
things, when the eye shifts,
before it finds focus again.
There at the edge
of conversation
the knowledge of grief
moves in.

Suddenly I am sorry, terribly sorry.
Sure this was the some door,
one time.
On my street the wind blows the some whistle.
A man sharing my bed
with o woman he colls his wife.
This does not fit. Walk
away. Walk away.
Now I turn the key into any door
trying to remember
if I hove lived anywhere before.

WHEN GRIEF MOVES IN

And such room she has taken, caused me
to move twice in an attempt to house her.
My body is not big enough.
The sadness of my bones
cracks and snaps
in the hold of her hunger.

On Lesb ian s &Sexw oricers
There are major risks when a known
lesbian feminist—who is not a known
sex worker—attempts to write about
lesbians and sex work. Attitudes can be a
real problem—too often we come off
sounding like well-meaning missionaries:
we are all brothers in the eyes of God,
sisters under patriarchy, but those poor
pagan babies are really in need of
salvation.
So, if I don't focus here on the very
real suffering of some women involved in
the sex trade, it is not to deny the reality
of abuse and desperation some experience
as a direct result of their work. I realize
that not all sex workers are independent
businesswomen cleaning up on men's
ability and desire to pay for sexual
services. Sex workers also include within
their rardcs women who stay in the trade
for the same reasons other women might
stay in a bad marriage: you are being
abused and you want out, but you don't ERICH SPITZENBERG
leave because the alternatives look even
operate under a different set of rules. It's
worse. How are you going to survive on
already a little menacing when a woman
the little the state is willing to give an
has an income of her own, whatever its
'unskilled woman' and her kids? How will
origin. Add to that a woman charging for
you pay the rent, support your family,
services expected to be 'freely given,'
support your political work, support your
taken, or under exclusive contract to one
art?
man and things can get very nasty.
Family, political work, art—doesn't
People who never would think to
fit the popular profile of a sex worker
complain about the capitalist organization
who many believe supports nothing more
of society in which a boss makes a profit
than a pimp and a habit. But the fact is,
off a worker's labor suddenly become
most sex workers are neither fools nor
outraged at the exploitation of women
addicts.Yes, there are women working in
working in the sex trade. Santa Cruz
the sex trade who support expensive drug
District Attorney, Art Danner, for
habits and they unquestionably do have a
example, explained the closing of county
problem. But 'respectable' performers,
massage parlors and the subsequent loss
businessmen and lawyers consuming
of women's jobs, in just these terms:
most of their income through their noses
"My view of the business is that the
have a problem, too. The problem is
women are exploited for Financial gain. It
addiction to an illegal and expensive
is organized in such a way that money is
substance. Few would suggest that the
syphoned off by operators. It's an
entertainment industry, or the business
exploitation kind of activity the
and law industries, be criminalized in
community doesn't need."
order to deprive their member addicts of
Somehow I don't doubt Danner will
an income to support their habit.
stop
short of busting all businesses in
But women's work always seems to
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town not run as worker cooperatives.
Santa Cruz County Sheriff A1 Noren is
worried about prostitutes, too. His
concern, though, is tempered with
resentment at women getting away with
'charging for it.' I recently had the inter
esting experience of interviewing Noren
about his part in the crackdown on the
parlors. Noren is a real shoot-from-thchip, call-a-spade-a-spade and a-whore-awhore cop: "you can call them 'sex
workers' if you want. And they can say
Tm doing this wonderful job', but they
are charging outrageous prices for it. . .
It's an easy way to make money, literally
thousands of dollars lying on your back. .
. calling it a 'profession' is a bunch of
crap, you know. Having sex is no great
accomplishment I don't think. It's like
saying when you have breakfast you are a
professional breakfast eater." [But you
might be called a professional cook if
what you do is cook a breakfast for
someone else, no?] "No, just eating
breakfast would make you a professional
in these terms." [I don’t think that sex
workers can be said to be just 'having
sex,' they are performing sex. You don't
think that is true?] (short laugh) "No. Do
you?"
Of course, if I was faced with a client
with an attitude like, oh say. Sheriff
Noren, for example, the job would have
to bring in some pretty outrageous
money and require some academy award
winning acting to make the sex look
effortless.
So what are these women doing with
all that money anyway? If my friends are
any model, many of them are women
getting by without the support of a 'male
provider': unattached women, single
parents, lesbians. And their work allows
them time with their kids, time for
themselves, time for their passions.
Which brings me back to family, poli
tics, art. One of my friends uses her sexgenerated income to support herself in
independent theater and video production.

C H A P K IS

Another is a political activist in Central
America solidarity campaigns and the
peace movement. A third, works during
the week in one of those critically
important service jobs women tradition
ally fill (working with physically and
em otionally abused children) at
ridiculously low pay and at the battered
women's shelter for free. On weekends,
she makes a couple of hundred dollars for
two or three hours work stripping at
private parties. Welcome to life in the
80's.
So what do lesbians have in common
with sex workers beyond the obvious fact
that many sex workers are lesbians:
* Lesbians are beginning to produce
and consume erotic material on a scale
previously unimaginable and this means
that the relationship between sex workers
and dykes will never be the same again.
We are discovering that the same sexual
images and acts which can be so
intrusive, inappropriate and offensive in
some contexts are also hot and exciting in
our own environment. Before dismissing
this argument just because you'd never be
caught at a lesbian strip show or with a
copy of On Our Backs, ask yourself how
many times you've sat through the sex
scene in Desert Hearts.
* Dykes and whores are sexual
outlaws—we are defined and marked by

what we do with our genitals, with whom
and under what circumstances.
* Sex workers and lesbians are also
inevitably gender oudaws—even the most
femme-y among us. Real Women, those
imaginary embodiments of the feminine
gender ideal, are first and most
fundamentally dependent on a man.
Preferably both financially and
emotionally. Dykes without a man and
sex workers without a man are profoundly
disruptive of that ideal.
* And, finally, in the age of AIDS, it
might be useful to remember that
historically, laws against prostitution
have been coupled with campaigns
against venereal disease. England in the
19th century was the first country to
control prostitutes through medical
measures. It is now the first country to
pass laws that would authorize
quarantining of people with AIDS.
Sexual outlaws would do well to hang
together so that we do not hang
separately.
October 26, 7 p.m., UCSC Classroom
Unit 2, Premiere Santa Cruz showing of
the video "Stripped Bare: A Look at
Erotic Dancers," by Caitlin Manning and
Glenn Foster. A Benefit for UCSC
Women's Center. Students and Seniors
$2. All others $3. Filmmaker Caitlin
Manning will be present.

Santa Cruz Women’s Health Center

“Sexual outlaws
would do well to
hang together so
we do not hang
separately.”
— Wendy Chapkis

“You can call
them *sex
workers’ if you
want...but they
are charging
outrageous
prices for it.”
— Sh eriff Al Noren
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W ills: Taking Care of Business For Lesbians & Gay Men

It used to be that we thought we would live forever,
or at least that we wouldn’t have to think about our own
mortality for another forty, fifty or sixty years. Death and
dying were the province of the old, and we, the young and
healthy, did not worry about such things.

know your wishes is one way of taking
care of the people you love.
Another reason for writing a will is to
name an executor. This is the person who
you designate to handle the distribution of
your property after your death. Your
executor can also handle your funeral and
burial or cremation arrangements (you can
state a preference in your will if you have
one or name someone else to decide);
your executor is also authorized to pay
your remaining debts and generally see
that things are taken care of. You can
name anyone as executor who you would
trust to carry out these tasks.
If you own a house or other
substantial assets, you have even more
reason to do some estate planning.
Sometimes just writing a will isn't the
best solution. For example, if you own
more than a $10,000 interest in a house
or other real property, and that interest
passes through your will or intestate
(w ith o u t a w ill), your estate
automatically has to be probated, even if
the house is the only thing you own. The
same is true for assets of any kind worth
more than $60,000: if it passes through
your will or intestate, your entire estate
has to be probated. Probate is a legal
proceeding whereby the Superior Court
supervises the valuation and distribution
of your property. It is expensive and
time-consuming, and can often use up

want. In addition, this document can
incorporate a statement of your wishes
regarding "heroic life-sustaining
measures" in the event you are terminally
ill or injured.
There are many more examples, but
my purpose in writing this article is
merely to introduce the idea of estate
planning and to point out some reasons
for doing it that the average gay man or
lesbian might not have considered. This
article is not meant as legal advice, since
every person's situation is different, and I
suggest that if you choose to pursue
planning your estate that you either talk
to an attorney or go to the law library and
read the layperson's estate planning books
which are there.
I have seen that it can be emotionally
difficult for some people to deal with the
ideas of wills, trusts, and other estate
planning tools. I understand this
reluctance: anyone who says it's easy to
think about their own death is either
lying or far more spiritually advanced
than I. However, I believe that estate
planning is an important statement of
caring for those who love you, and I also
believe that the process of writing a will
or planning your estate provides valuable
insight into just who and what is really
important to you in your life, and can
leave you with a renewed sense of delight
in the here and now.

everything you owned paying off the
legal fees, court costs, and appraisal fees
involved.
There are various methods of avoiding
probate, but they all require planning
ahead of time. Joint tenancy ownership of
your house is one method which works in
certain circumstances; other circumstances
might be better suited for a simple
"living trust." Either of these estate
planning methods will allow your
property to pass to your beneficiaries
without going through the probate
system.
If you are a parent with minor
children, you have still more reason to do
some planning. What if you were to die
while they're still minors? Who will take
care of them? If you coparent with your
lover, that person could lose your kids
unless you have a written will naming
your lover as guardian of your children.
Another estate planning device which
is especially important for gay men and
lesbians is the durable power of attorney
for health care. This document allows you
to designate someone to make health care
decisions on your behalf should you
become incapable of making them.
Without this document, your nearest
living relative is the person who would
be called in the event of a medical crisis,
rather than your friend or lover who may
be more likely to know what you would
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This attitude has radically changed in
the past few years, in part due to the
AIDS epidemic, and in part a natural
consequence of growing older. It is no
longer rare for a gay man or lesbian to
have outlived close friends or lovers, and
it has begun to dawn on us that we are
mortal, that we will die at some time, and
that AIDS is only one of many causes of
death before eighty. As we become more
conscious of the issue of death and dying
as an emotional reality, it makes sense to
make some concrete, practical plans for
winding up our affairs.
There is a common misconception
that estate planning is only for the
wealthy. This is definitely not the case;
estate planning is for everyone who wants
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to make certain that death, whenever it
occurs, will not be any harder on friends,
lovers and family members than
necessary, regardless of the amount or
value of one's property.
In California, if you die without a
will or other estate plan, everything you
owned at your death passes to your legal
"next of kin." In the case of most of us,
this means our parents, siblings, or other
relatives, depending on who is living at
the time. Lovers or friends have no rights
under the law unless we make some kind
of estate plan specifically leaving
property to them. (The term "property" in
this context does not necessarily mean
real estate, or even substantial assets. It
simply means whatever you own. Your
car, your dog, your stereo, your clothes.

BRENDA

WARRE

your furniture, your bank accounts, etc.,
all are property.)
Although for some people, parents or
relatives might be the logical choice to
name as beneficiaries of a will, this is not
always true. Even if it is true for you,
your relatives might like to have some
indication that you really wanted them to
inherit your stuff, rather than never
knowing whether you just didn't get
around to writing a will. Maybe they
would really like to see people who were
important to you get something, but
don't know what you would have wanted,
or even how to contact your friends. Most
people want to do the "right thing," and
wish you would have let them know what
you would have liked. Making sure they
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STAYING ALIVE

O

ver six years ago, Mi' chad Callen was diag
nosed with Cryptospo
ridium, a parasite which nor
mally lives in the bowels of
sheep. He had AIDS and the
doctors and the media assured
him that he would be dead by
1984. He has proven them
wrong with a vengeance: he is
one of 15 percent of the people
with AIDS now known as long
term survivors.
Despite four bouts with
pneumonia and related ill
nesses, Callen, an Ohio native,
is proof that living with AIDS
isn’t living with the glass half
empty, but living with it half
full. An untiring AIDS activist,
he was the cofounder of the PWA Coali
tion; the PWA Health Group; and the land
mark CRI (Community Research Initia
tive), which tests non-toxic treatments
within the AIDS community. Besides writ
ing several books and controversial articles,
he has written with Marsha Malamet, The
Healing Power o f Love, the PWA anthem,
and along with Peter Allen, the very touch
ing “Love Don ’t Need a Reason.” His debut
album, out this month. Purple Heart, is a
testament to living and loving in the plague
years.
Last month, Callen performed in the
Reno S weeny Reunion for AIDS at the Bot
tom Line along with Phoebe Snow, Janis
Ian and Jimmy Webb. He introduced him
self as “the Singing PWA—it’s like the
Flying Nun, only different.” We met in the
crowded Winnebago between shows.
Joe Dolce: W hat prompted this al
bum?
Michael Callen: I had pneumonia for
the third time about a year ago and I was
feeling very mortal. I’ve been threatening
to do this for a few years now and my lover
Richard agreed to help me produce it.
J.D.: Nice title, Purple Heart.
M.C.: Richard suggested it because it
had different layers of meaning. I liked it

because purple was queer. My goal was to
make the queerest album in the world, one
that celebrates being gay even in the age of
AIDS.
J.D.: Is that why you held what sounds
like the longest note in musical history in
your version of “Where the Boys Are”?
M.C.: I held that note 23 seconds. I
wanted to hold a note longer than any
recorded Streisand note and the longest she
holds is on “Before the Parade Passes By,”
which is 17 seconds.
J.D.: Did you actually hold it or was it
engineered?
M.C.: There’s no way to fake it on one
note, on one word.
J.D.: The notion of long-term survi
vors is a new one in the history of AIDS,
no?
M.C.: It’s an old idea to me. I know
more long-term survivors than anyone in
the world. I went in search of them. In my
first support group meeting in 1982,1 met
the longest survivor of AIDS in the world.
He’d had KS since ’78. He was beautiful,
sexy, working full-time. This was pre-propa
ganda and he never viewed his illness as
inevitably fatal. He was a sign for me and
when I got involved in the movement, I met
others. For the last 6 years my goal has been
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to put out the notion that not
everyone dies from AIDS.
J.D.: What makes a long
term survivor?
M.C.: Believing in the pos
sibility of long-term survival
seemstobeaprecondition. And
those of us who are frisky and
mock authority have other
ways. Some turn off the TV,
refuse to read the papers, fire
doctors who give them a nega
tive prognosis. I personally
have studiously avoided feder
ally designed treatment proto
cols. Now they think I may
have lymphoma, so I’m back
on the merry-go-round of in
conclusive tests, biopsies,
endoscopies. Three doctors
think it is, two think it’s inconclusive. The
plan now is to wait a few months.
J.D.: But what specifically do you think
has kept you alive?
M.C.: My mom says I’m too mean to
die. I don’t know, they don’tknow. No one
pattern has emerged. No one medicine, no
one alternative. But there is a personality
profile and the word that comes to mind is
grit. These are people who are just not ready
to die and they surround themselves with
people to support that notion. Almost every
one has thrown a physician or health care
provider out. We’re difficult patients, and
it’s well-known that difficult patients sur
vive better and longer. I want to be clear
though—I know some people who had hope
and who believed they were going to sur
vive, who died. It’s not a simple matter of
having the right attitude. But it is clear to
me that having the right attitude is the
precondition to surviving.
J.D.: W hat about diet? I know you’re
a dedicated Coca Cola-holic.
M.C.: I believe I’m alive because of
luck, the love of a good man, changes in
attitude, and good medical care. I’ve been
on pneumocystis prophylaxis from the
beginning. If you want the whole list. I’ve
been plasma freezed, 1 received units of

DOLCE

packed red cells for my immune complex
problem. I’m on high dose acyclovir, Ger
man enzymes, lipids, antabuse and naltrex
one.
J.D.: Is it true that you only have 17 T
cells?
M.C.: Yes, but they’ve never correlated
with how I feel. When I’m feeling great and
I burst into the lab, they’re low. When I’m
feeling shitty, they’re above 100.
J.D.: I know people with AIDS who
have managed to use this disease to re
ally transform their lives.
M.C.: I like to say that AIDS is a cosmic
kick in the butt. It makes you ask, “Do 1like
my life? I may not have much left, 1better
get it right.” It’s not easy. My fantasy was
that within weeks of my diagnosis. I’d be
writing songs and telling everybody what I
really thought of them. It doesn’t work
quite like that, but you do get over some
silliness. My reputation precedes me. I was
your basic, not really a clone because I
don ’t grow facial hair, but um... I was a slut.
That’s what I did. Bathhouses and back
rooms. I was actually quite sick before my
official diagnosis. During that period I began
to deal with the possibility I m ight be dead.
I decided what I always wanted to do was
make queer music. So I placed an ad in the
Natl ve looking for musicians to form a rock
band. My lover, who’s a drummer, an
swered the ad, so I got a lover and a band out
of it. That has dramatically changed my
life. Now I’m Mathilde monogamous. Who
knew? You could title my biography “I
Married a Drummer.”
Reprinted from New York’s Paper, May
1988.

an d
b o d y w o rk
•m assage
•m ovem ent re-education
•träger sessions
•workshops/classes
•therapeutic movement
systems

Val Leoffler
certified massage practitioner
certified Träger practitioner

426-2063

The Four Ways To G et

Lavender Reader
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A lliance Membership
Join the Lesbian/G ay Action Alliance (formerly the Freedom
Democratic Caucus). The Reader is published quarterly as a
com m unity projEXt of the Alliance, and m ailed to all its members.
Besides sponsoring the Reader, the Alliance also presents
community forum s of interest to lesbians and gay men, helps
initiate needed com m unity projects (like the recently launched
Cam paign for Responsible AIDS A ction/ N o on Prop 69), and
netw orks w ith other progressive political organizations.
M embership in the Alliance is a great way to support the on-going
political work that takes place in our com m unity...and you are
assured a copy of the Reader
in the mail every three months!

2
3

Subscribe
If you’d rather not become a m em ber of the Alliance, but w ould
like to get the Reader in the mail, subscribe.
It's only $8 for the year!

Advertise
Lavender Reader is a great place to advertise your business or
service. With a printrun of 2000 copies a n d distribution
throughout Santa Cruz C ounty (and at a key location in
M onterey), the Reader provides an excellent vehicle for reaching
gay m en and lesbians in the area. O ur rates are affordable (as
little as $25 per issue for y our business card), and you’ll receive
the Reader directly in the mail every quarter!

Free Distribution

4

Yes, Lavender Reader can be picked-up free-of-charge at many
distribution points throughout the area. But, as m ore people opt
to receive the Reader in the mail, few er copies will
available
at these locations. The best way to be assured a copy is to join the
Alliance, subscribe, or advertise!
Detach and mail to: The Alliance/Lavender Reader PO Box 7293 Santa Cruz CA 95061

Name.
Address
Cily/Stafe/Zip

Phone
□ Alliance Membership ($25.00/$10.00 Low Income)
□ Reader subscription ($8 per year)
□ P lease contact me regarding advertising in the Reader
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Ellen Galford and Other Lasses:
A Profile of Scottish Lesbian Writing
Review: The Fires of Bride
(Ithaca, NY: Firebrand Books,
1988) $8.95, originally pub
lished by The Women’s Press,
London, England, and Moll
Cutpurse: Her True History
(Ithaca, NY: Firebrand Books)
$7.95, originally published by
Stramullion, Edinburgh, Scot
land, both by Ellen Galford.
Also, Original Prints: New
Writing from Scottish Women,
with an Introduction by Isobel
Murray (Edinburgh: Polygon
Books, 1985).
I am proud to be Scottish—
a McNeill from the McNeill’s
of Barra. Barra is a barren isle
in the Outer Hebrides, and our
family crest includes a huge rock, which,
rumor has it, well describes the island.
I’d wager Ellen Galford’s been there or
near, from her recent novel The Fires of
Bride. She knows well the ways of women
in England’s poorer cousin, as she comes
from Edinburgh, where her first book, Moll
Cutpurse: HerTrue History, was published.
As in any contemporary rural culture,
jobs are scarce on Cailleach, the island
Galford describes in Fires of Bride.
Cailleach, according to the Oxford English
Dictionary, is Gaelic for “old woman, origi
nally a nun, from caille, pallium, veil,” “an
old (Highland) woman, a crone.” The is
land has a life and a wisdom all her own.
This book describes the exploits of a
couple of island exports who return to live
a wild lesbian existence on the island of
their birth. Dr. Catriona MacEochan re
turns after her medical education in London
to reclaim her family’s castle and the heri
tage of her island’s women, about which we
learn more as the tale unfolds.
Catriona ministers to her neighbors’
bodies and to the island’s livelihood with a
generosity which is contradicted by
glimpses of an inner solitude and occa
sional flashes of cruelty. Clan chieftain,
doctor, and witch, she is complex and witty.

Y

mysterious and bawdy, carrying on with
her series of lovers at all hours. Through a
combination of spellcraft and personal
charisma, she lures artist Maria Milleny
from London to the island and into her
arms. She plays the role of overbearing
philanthropist, and eventually becomes
Maria’s patron.
Maria gradually frees herself from the
relationship and begins to relive the mysti
cal past of the island, including flashbacks
to a group of (possibly medieval?) matriar
chal nuns who worship the Goddess Bridgit—or Bride, as she is called in Scotland.
We watch, captivated, as theartist begins to
create huge, outrageous, welded sculptures
of women of power. She explores the ruins
of the monastery, dares to briefly touch the
Cailleach Ring of standing stones, and pores
over histories of the Island.
The mysteries captured in The Fires of
Bride take us into the inner lives of the
characters with a certain grace and explore
thehere-and-now dilemmas of island people
trying to survive. These are interlaced with
a reverence for life and the greater mystery,
presenting the women of Bride who came
before, and their struggles to outlive the
strictures of the witch-hating church, which
could not tolerate their beliefs.

GAIL

Although this novel has
been called “lesbian pulp,” I
see it as more: a good story,
with feisty well-developed
lesbian characters (even if a bit
improbable at times) who ex
plore the relationship between
art and life, matter and spirit
It’s never too late to review
a good book. Ellen Galford’s
firstnovel, Afo// Cutpurse: Her
True History, was published in
1984. This is a love story be
tween the narrator, Bridget, the
daughter of an herbalist, and
Moll, an Amazon in men’s
clothing, a vagabond, and a
thief.
Moll Cutpurse presents the
adventures of a swashbuckler
from a lesbian point of view, based on the
life of a real woman, Mary Frith, bom in the
1580s. Frith was the daughter of a shoe
maker, and became “a notorious character
in the London underworld” by the time she
reached her twenties. She was the subjectof
a comedy {The Roaring Girl, published in
1611) by Middleton and Decker, who also
appear as characters in Galford’s book. She
died in 1659 as a relatively solid citizen and
was buried in St. Bride’s church, near her
house in Fleet Street.
Set in Elizabethan England around the
year of the Queen’s death, this is also the
tale of the common and not so common
women ’s lives in and near London, at a time
when women’s rights were few, and when
the fear of witches could still be easily
roused.
Bridget, taught by her father to read,
tells us of Moll passing as a boy, working a
traveling show, and teaching children to
steal to survive. Moll meets gypsies, travels
with a band of “ladies of the night,” and
pummels men who try to get in her way.
She fights for women’s rights and survival
in a world full of peril. And falls head over
heels in love and lust with Bridget, al
though both keep a very modem lesbian
pretense of independence from each other

GROVES

throughout the long years of their relation
ship.
Ellen Galford wrote this book while a
member of the women’s writing group
which produced the poetry anthology Hens
in the Hay, Stramullion’s first publication.
She has worked in publishing, in television,
and for the Edinburgh Film Festival.
Galford’s use of the language of the period,
her tempo and rhythms are convincing, and
may be familiar to those who have read any
Shakespeare. The choice of archaic Eng
lish usage seems authentic and well re
searched. I think you’ll enjoy this romp,
which is now available in the States.
Last, I’d like to mention Original Prints:
New Writings from Scottish Women, from
Polygon Books in Edinburgh. This anthol
ogy of very short stories gives some brief
and telling looks into the imagination of its
authors. Conceived to motivate publication
of unknowns with talent, this collection
succeeds. These are for the most part fasci
nating, non-traditional stories, and although
it might be interesting to have a Scottish
slang dictionary for some words, most are
clear from the context.
One of my favorites is “Moonrunning,”
by Mary McCabe, about a werewoman, and
the Scots’ perception of her as both woman

and wcrecreature. Noteveryonc knows that
golf is a Scottish game, but “The Golfer,”
by Linda McCann, captures this aspect, as
well as presenting a passable rendition of
dialect, which to an American sounds like a
distinctly foreign language.
Many of these storiesdeal with girlhood
and poverty, interactions with homeless or
poor people, and class differences. Although
the greater part of Scotland is not Ed
inburgh’s streets or the port of Glasgow, the
Introduction remarks on “little evidence of
country life, and a concentration on urban
townscapes, including some of the most
appalling devastated housing schemes.” The
topics vary from “the minutely observed
realism of smoking schoolgirls in a city
graveyard to a persuasively inventive Sci
ence-Fiction style forecast of tomorrow’s
world.”
No matter what the subject, all the sto
ries in this collection share a particularly
Scottish point of view, rendered bleak and
thrifty by necessity, rather than choice.
This hardy realism also reflects women’s
understanding of the social changes of the
80s and a generally unsatisfactory view of
male/female relationships. The notes on
contributors, with good Scottish names like
Stewart, McMillan, McLean, Campbell,
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WATSONVILLE
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Owens, Mackay, and Murray, show a vari
ety of backgrounds and writing experience,
which through deft editing has built a satis
fying whole. Although this book is not
explicitly gay or lesbian, I think many read
ers will find it interesting. As it is illegal to
import books published in the British Isles,
Continued on page 33
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4701 Old San Jose Road
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SCAP
continued
These are the kinds of dangerous scen
arios of ignorance that might be avoided
through education. The question before
the staff and volunteers of the Santa Cruz
AIDS Project is how to design an educa
tional outreach that will effectively reach
these new and more subtle populations.
The traditional outreach to the gay
community has been largely through the
gay media, AIDS projects and community
forums. Since sexual behavior among
gay-identified males is changing
significantly, this approach seems to be
effective. However, other high risk
populations are not being reached through
public education.
A recent study by the San Francisco
AIDS Foundation entitled "An Epidemic
of Loss" has identified these groups as
non-identified gay men, ethnically
identified gay minorities, adolescents, low
literacy men, and substance abusers. An
even more subtle group is made up of
female partners of these men.
SCAP’s Peer Education Program
seeks to bring a direct message of disease
prevention and support to these

uninformed populations. The street
education model is used. This means that
the educators go to their targeted
community and make contacts on their
own turf and on their own terms.
Volunteers are truly peers of those to be
reached, recruited from the very same
cultural groups that they are educating.
Gay men reach out to gay and bisexual
men in cruise areas. Latino men speak
Spanish to others in social settings, gay
men in recovery approach individuals
with chemical dependencies, and women
discretely contact high risk women
populations.
Since the program is in its formative
stage, this is an excellent time to become
involved and help to create an innovative
and effective outreach. Volunteers with
energy, ideas, and a commitment to their
own peer communities are needed. Please
c a ll
me
to
get
in v o lv e d .
BECOM E A PEER EDUCATOR
The Peer E d u catio n P rogram is a
volunteer outreach to gay and bisexual
men and their female partners. You will
be trained in street education and safer sex
information. You will serve as resource

people and educators both through
informal one-to-one discussions and
private group "home parties." As an
educator you will engage in voluntary
discussion with interested persons for
about five to ten minutes and distribute a
safe sex kit.
D escription of Involvem ent:
• Working in teams of two, you will do
2-4 hours a week of education in bars,
cafes, or in public meeting areas.
• You agree to attend one monthly
meeting to review your efforts and gather
more information and skill about
educating. Your input will be needed
concerning the program standards and
practices. You agree to accept and
promote the group decisions regarding the
highest quality of community outreach.
• You agree to be consistent with the
message by practicing safer sex.
SCAP is also actively seeking
community volunteers to provide other
types of AIDS education, as well as be
trained to work directly with people with
AIDS, help with fundraising, and assist
with the day-to-day running of our office.
Please give us a call at 427-3900.

W hen w as the last tim e you h ad a portrait
w ith som eone you loved?

Making Waves
Continued
The blockaders of the Right will fail in
the end, not because this county’s political
system is on the side of women and not
because civil disobedience is a poor strat
egy, but because we are taking our own
lives in our hands every day and cannot be
stopped.
I will choose what enters me, what becomes
flesh of my flesh. Without choice, no politics,
no ethics lives. I am not your cornfield,
not your uranium mine, not your calf
for fattening, not your cow for milking.
You may not use me as your factory.
Priests and legislators do not hold
shares in my womb or my mind.
This is my body. If I give it to you
I want it back. My life
is a non-negotiable demand.

1 /2 Price on your in-studio
portrait session (reg. $55).

$26

.50

Gail Groves has written reviews for the
Reader over the past year. She is the co
editor o f Her Wits About Her: Self-Defense
Success Stories by Women, which is slated
to be published in England and Scotland by
the Women’s Press within the next year.
She also likes the Irish, as her family war
probably O'Neill before it war McNeill.
Her mother lives in Illinois.

—Marge Piercy
(“Right to Live” in The Moon Is Always
Female)

Bookshelf Continued
this book is available only there, or in the
Santa Cruz Main Library, where I have
donated my copy, to make it available to
you.

AN
TO

AN
H o lid a y P o rtra it S p e cia l

I’ve still not been to Barra, although I’ve
walked the main streetof Edinburgh search
ing for my family tartan, but I feel I have
looked more closely into the Scottish soul,
and my own roots, by reading these books.
I invite you to join me on the Highlands, to
spread your arms wide in a wild stone
circle, to smell that particular heather smell
and to coast upon the open loch with me,
while the seabirds sing their song to Scot
land.

Groups for
Gay Men

The brown shirts are in our midst; only
now they are called skin-heads. Well, now
I have a question to ask the candidates at
our forum on the 5th. "What are you go
ing to do to stop this tragedy?" I hope
they have an answer. I don't
•W ill R ussell

WAY OF LIFE

2724-A Soquel Avenue
Santa Cruz. CA 95062
(408) 476-6485

Letters Continued
if that were justification topped it off. It's
funny, I had already signed up for a selfdefense workshop scheduled for next
week, for all the good it would have done
me. Like I said, I don't know why I am
writing this letter except to warn others.
The racist, sexist, anti-gay violent neofascist youth are not a thing of the past.

Experience n ew freedom ,
b etter co m m u n ica tio n and
p o te n c y in rela tio n sh ip s.

Professional Coleaders ;
Randy Galbreth, LCSW
David Beckstein, MFCCl

Weekly groups begin in October for both couples and
individuals. Reasonable; insurance. Call 479-8910

herbs, books, vitamins,
body products, natural fiber
clothing, housewares, toys,
cards, and gifts.
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CALENDAR
Center at
Cabrilk) Forum 454
7pm

WED V OCT 12
Tupperware Party
to benefit the CRAA
will be held at
313 Soquel Ave.
Suite B (at Dakota)
6pm - 7:30pm
Call: 688-4314

Columbus Day
Celebration!
A benefit for
Mo Reich with song
writer Mark Levy
arxl the re-united
Rebecca Adams &
David Winters.
An original skit by
Mike Rotkin will be
performed by our
Mayor, Mardi
Wormhoudt and a
surprise performer.
Desserts, wines,
and juices will
be served.
7:30pm at Louden
Nelson, $7-$20
sliding scale.
Call: 458-0801

THU V OCT 13
Lea Lawson presents
Frankie Armstrong
in a rare concert
incorporating music
and history with a
commitment to
feminism.
8pm - Kuumbwa
$7.50 at Cymbaline
and Statz Ltd.
Call: 426-7828

FRI V OCT 14
"A Question of
Silence” by
Marlene Gorris,
a free film
presentation
by the Women's

SUN V OCT 16
GO: Beach Cookout
5pm - location
and details:
Brett: 427-2722

NA TIO NAL C O M IN G OCTT D A Y

SICO^
TAKE

THE

NEXT

STEP

MON V OCT 17
NCOD Celebration!
National Coming
Out Day will be
honored at this
social and business
meeting of the
Action Alliance.

CALENDAR

G LO S S A R Y
AGEM

an evening with
speakers,
information
and discussion
of the ballot
initiatives
for the upcoming
election.
SLUG, auto
insurance,
civil rights

We encourage
new faces to join us
in planning
our next October
forum. We need
your energy!
Call: 429-2060

WED V OCT 19
The Alliance will
co-host with SC NOW

CFR
CRAA

GLBN
GLV
GO
LGAA

Is It Time For a
G ^ J /a c a t ig n l

LGCC

_

FOR M E N
Feb. 1 8 -2 5 7 D ay C ruise
N ew O rlea n s + Key W est + Playa del C a rm e n + C ozum el
M ar. 2 5 -A p r. 1 7 D ay C ruise
San D ieg o + C abo San Lucas + P u erto Vallarta + M azatlan
July 2 2 -2 9 7 D ay C ruise
N ic e + P o rto fin o + C osta Sm eralda + Palerm o + Valletta
Katakolon + C orfu + D u b ro vn ik + Venice
FO R W O M E N
Nov. 12 -1 8 W o m en ’s Health R etreat on M A U I
Dec. 27 -J a n . 6 Baja S e a K ayaking
N e w Year’s Eve C e lebratio n
Jan. 21 -F e b . 11 A frica
M asailand S afari
SKI T R IP S
T a h o e -D o n n e r + M am m o th + M t. R ainier + M t. Baker
and N ew M exico
Call us lor Gay Hotels, Resorts. B & B's, Tours

^

CALL US FOR BROCHURE
7 DAYSA WEEK!
519 Seabright Avenue

^
Member: Interrat'l Cay Travel Assoc.

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

408/425-5020

V/TDD

A Gay Evening
in May
Closet Free
Radio
Campaign for
Responsible AIDS
Action
Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Network
Gay & Lesbian
Vegetarians
Great Outdoors
Lesbian & Gay
Action Aliiance
Lesbian & Gay
Community Center

LOCA

Lesbians of
Color Ailiance

MCAP

Monterey County
AIDS Project

NOW

National
Organization
tor Women

SCAP

Santa Cruz
AiDS Project

SC

Santa Cruz

SOL
UCSC

Slightly Older
Lesbians
University of
California at
Santa Cruz

SAT V OCT 1
"Certain Sorrows"
a healing two-act
play about child
abuse. Presented by
the Cabrillo Women’s
Center in the Forum Bldg
Rm 450. Call: 479-6249

MON V OCT 3

W hen You Want To Feel Special

"Women for America,
For the World"
a free video
presentation at

Cabrillo Room 506
1 - 2pm
Gay & Lesbian
Educators
will meet for
a potiuck dinner
with educational
surprises.
Call Anza; 423-2258

WED V OCT 5
City Council
Candidates Forum.
The LGAA co-sponsors
with SC NOW
this opportunity
to hear candidates
address the issues
important to the
gays & lesbians
and the greater
community. Come
ask questions and
join us in endorsing
candidates for the
four open seats.
Call: 429-2060

SAT V OCT 8
the Nuclear Weapons
Freeze folks are
gearing up for their
Waik-a-Thon
held today.
Call: 458-9975
So...How’s It Going?
An insightful, witty
exploration into the
unique concerns and
challenges of lesbians
40 and older led by
psychologist Lauren Crux.
10am - 5pm (bring lunch)
$50 for all day workshop
303 Walnut Ave.
Call: 426-9515

Kater Pollock, M .A.
Licensed Marriage, Family, and Child Counselor
is pleased to welcome
HOT TUB
V.
.
• COMMUNITY
HOT rUB &
SAUNA
- PROFESSIONAL
'A l''
MASSAGE
JiSuA M inmîm» Ofive

apij^a • 408-476PÇAOEri-

Shi ilH r t u /

1^08) ^02 2\92

Deborah A bbott, M .A.
M.F.C.C. Registered Intern
into her private practice of psychotherapy.

O P E N DAILY
n oo n - llp m

Sliding fees $20-$40
Insurance accepted
Daytime and evening hours
For inquiries or appointments call
Deborah at 423-7565 or Kater at 425-7783

SAT V OCT 8-9
GO: Overnight
A weekend trip to
Mt. Madonna
is being organized
by Larry: 427-1936

MON V OCT 10
SF ACT UP/ACT NOW
announces a
rally at the
Dept, of Health
in Washington D.C.
to protest the
lack of federal
response to the
AIDS epidemic.
Part of a series
of events to
correspond with
the showing of the
quilt in D.C. over
the 8-9th weekend.
Call: (415) 821-9087

A lecture, discussion
and social evening.
The first in a series
of four to be held
every other Monday.
Led by Lauren Crux
tonight’s topic is
"Aging Like An Amazon
$5, Louden Nelson
Call: 426-9515

TUE V OCT 11
Melanee Baresh
presents
"Counseling Issues
for Lesbians”
a noon time talk
at the Cabrillo
Women’s Center.
Today is the
first anniversary
of the 1987
March on Washington
for Lesbian & Gay
Rights. It has
also been declared
National Coming
out Day!
The LGCC will
have its first
monthly meeting
with its newly

elected board
of directors.
Come join us in
setting the tone
and direction for
this important
project. W e will
be making plans
for the Halloween
Dance and other
events.
7:30pm at Louden
Nelson. 475-6268

CALENDAR
(props 102,96)
and rent control
are all Key
issues we must
vote upon.
Be there!
Call: 429-2060

THU V OCT 20
Wow - they are
at it again already!
The new committee
for the Gay Evening
In May (AGEM) is
forming and looking
for fresh faces and
ideas. Join us at
7pm at the Louden
Nelson Center.
Call Mardi Brown: 479-3606

SAT V OCT 22
GO:
San Francisco,
Open your
Golden Gates!
A day trip for

those interested.
Call Larry: 427-1936

CALENDAR

Laura Davis at
Cabrilk) College
Center, 7pm $3

MON V OCT 24
"A Home for Our Hearts"
A lecture, discussion
and social evening.
The second in a series
of four held every
other Monday.
Led by Lauren Cnjx
tonight’s topic will
cover isolation,
friendship and
community with a
lighter side of
"How to Pick Up Girls..."
$5, Louden Nelson
Call: 426-9515

Call: 423-3889 or
427-0176

SAT V OCT 29
Self Defense
for Lesbians.
8 weeks of
classes start
tonight.
7pm - 1 0pm at
Louden Nelson.
The city of SC
helps provide these
free classes.

Halloween Dance!
Co-sponsored by
the CRAA and LGCC,
the evening features

WATCHOUT!
(see ad elsewhere)
SC Vets Hall
$5 • $20 sliding
8pm - midnight
Call: 429-2060

FRI V OCT 28-30

FRI V NOV 18

GO: Annual
Conference.
This year at Crestline
in the San Bernardino
Mountains. Halloween
party and other
activities.
Call Larry: 427-1936

Gayle Groves &
Denise Caignon
present "Her Wits
About Her: Self
Defense Success
Stories"
Cabrillo Fireside
Lounge
7pm, free

SUN V NOV 6
GO:
monthly potiuck
and meeting.

MON V NOV 7
"A Home for Our Hearts"
$5, Louden Nelson
Call: 426-9515

WED V OCT 26
"The Courage to
Heal: Recovery
from Child Sexual
Assault"
a presentation
by Ellen Bass &

TUE V NOV 8
The LGCC will
be meeting at
Louden Nelson
at 7:30pm.
Call: 426-7828

'At its steamy and sleazy best
... The 8th Annual Halloween
Extravaganza Is Coming

THU V NOV 10
Get your tickets early
for the triumphant
return of the fabulous

Washington Sisters.
Melonie Monsur is part
of an evening of gospel
soul, funk, and fun.
8pm - Kuumbwa
$8.50 at Cymbaline
and Statz Ltd.
Call: 426-7828

BLUE LAGOO
A

DANCE VIDEO

NEW

MUSIC G A Y CITY

MON V NOV 21
Thanksgiving Feast
Vegetarian Style!
Join Rick and friends
of the GLV by
calling: 336-3255

MON V NOV 21
the Alliance
will host their
monthly meeting
at Louden Nelson
at 7:30pm.
Only your
involvement can
keep the important
social change work
of our community
going. Get
involved, make
connections.
Call: 429-2060

TUE V NOV 22
"Acquaintance Rape"
a presentation by
Melyssa Jo at
the Cabrillo
Women’s Center
1 - 2pm

FRI V NOV 11
BAR

923 PACIFIC AVE., SANTA CRUZ 423-7117

3 6 REAO€R

FRI V NOV 18-21
GO:
Orr Hot Springs
is always a favorite.
Call Brett: 427-2722

GO:
Video Night!
Call Brett: 427-2722

Perspective
continued

SUN V NOV 13

first artist to do it, and I thank
and honor those who have gone
before, making the way easier
for me. As I go, I remember
the m antra which my

GO:
A trip to Rancho
Del Oso Marsh.
Call Dean: 427-1675

counsellors have given me: /
am not alone. Sometimes in
the isolation of making art and
in the isolation of breaking
barriers, I still feel as petrified
as 1 was when I was the only
kid in the school who dared to
be different—but I consciously
remind myself that that is no

longer true. 1 have a
community that loves and
supports me. Finally I am
encouraged by the awareness
that the more I come out,
strongly and visibly, the easier
it will be for others to follow
and even to take it one step
further in their time.
FALL
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C O M M U N IT Y
RESO U RCE
D IR
ORY

BOOKSHOP
SANTA CRUZ
1547 Pacific Ave. SC
423-0900

BLUE LAGOON
923 Pacific Ave. SC
423-7117

AIDS EDUCATOR’S
NETWORK
4th Thursdays
through November;
2;30-4:30pm
Sesnon House
Cabrino College
Julia Seavello
425-2048

AL-ANON
Tuesdays: 7pm
Gateway School
462-1818

ALCHOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Lesbian Women’s
Group
Sundays: 7pm
Garfield Park
Church
Gay Men’s Group
Mondays: 8pm
DMV, 4200 Capitola
Rd. Capitola

BATTERED
LESBIAN’S
SUPPORT
Wednesdays; 7:30pm
Call; 336-2317
38 «ADEP

CLOSET FREE
RADIO
KZSC FM 88.1
Mondays: 7:00-8;30pm
UCSC, 95064
On Air; 429-4036
Info; 423-4734

CABRILLO
LESBIANS
TOGETHER
CLT:
Second Mondays
8;00pm
Cabrillo Women’s
Center
Fridays 1:30-3;30
drop in.
All women welcome.
479-6249

FAMILY SERVICE
ASSOCIATION
Individual and
Family Counseling
1521 1/2 Pacific Ave.
423-9444

GAY & LESBIAN
VEGETARIANS
c/o Rick Haze
PO Box 7971. SC
95061
336-3255

Ti »
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GAY, LESBIAN &
BISEXUAL
NETWORK

LESBIAN & GAY
ACTION
ALLIANCE

UCSC
429-2468

PO Box 7293,
SC 95061
Meets 3rd Mondays
at Louden Nelson
7;30pm.
Allison: 423-9181

GAYS AND
LESBIANS OVER
FORTY
Second Friday of
each month.
Gene 462-2746
Lou 688-1683

GREAT OUTDOORS
PO Box 2143, SC
95063
Brett
427-2722

HEARTWOOD SPA
3150-A Mission St.
SC
462-2192

LAVENDER
READER

LESBIAN & GAY
COMMUNITY CENTER
PO Box 7293
SC 95061
Meets 2nd Tuesdays
at Louden Nelson
7;30pm
429-2060

LESBIAN
THEATRE PROJECT
401 Altivo Ave.
LaSelva Beach, 95076
Artistic Director
Kate McDermott:
684-1280

PO Box 7293 SC
95061

LESBIAN
MOTHERS
SUPPORT GROUP

LESBIANS OF
COLOR ALLIANCE

Wednesdays: 6;30pm
UCSC Women’s
Center
429-2072

will break for
summer, return in
the Fall.
Porter Box 470
UCSC, SC 95064
Summer contact:
Carmel, 458-9408

LESBIAN
GATHERING
Thursdays: 7:30pm
538 Seabright Ave.
SC

METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Services at
10am each Sunday
303 Walnut Ave.
SC, PO Box 1764
95061
Rev. Jean Hart
761-5117

MONTEREY
COUNTY
AIDS PROJECT

1

PO Box 221785,
Carmel, CA 93922
424-5550
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NARCOTICS
ANONYMOUS
662-4664

PENINSULA
PROFESSIONAL
NETWORK
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2nd Wednesdays
PO Box 4714,
Carmel, CA 93921
659-2446

RAINBOW
ENSEMBLE FOR
THE PERFORMING
ARTS

SC NOW
PO Box 1119
Felton, 95018

PO Box 7527, SC
95063
Gilbert Moreno,
426-5044

SANTA CRUZ
WOMEN’S HEALTH
CENTER

WOMEN’S CRISIS
SUPPORT

250 Locust St.
SC 95060
427-3500

Indivual and group
counseling for
lesbians dealing with
issues of chemical
dependancy, domestic
violence and sexual
assault.
1025 Center St.
SC, 95060
425-5525

SANTA CRUZ AIDS
PROJECT
PO Box 5142, SC
95063
427-3900

SLIGHTLY OLDER
LESBIANS
meets every
Friday at UCSC’s
Cardiff House
(lesbians 30 and
over)
Info: 462-6927

UCSC WOMEN’S
CENTER
Cardiff House
on the UCSC
campus.
429-2072
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Brenda K. Warren
Attorney At Low

* Wi l l s , Trusts and Estate Planning
AIDS-related Legal Issues
* Personal and Business Agreements

*

P.O. Box 1146, Santa Cruz, CA 95061

476-7916
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»rj3 The Santa Cruz
JiSSs# AIDS,'Pr09 ect
is able to exist because
tbe people of
.. Saipta Cruz Coimty
.c^uneabout eacb otber.
Please join us:
Become a volunteer
AIDS Bducator or a^
Community Heal^
Outreacb Worker
p^vidin0 peer education.
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Help witb fkindraisinif.
Make a doncdion monthly, quar^^ly or
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ld06 Soquel Avep$<a
Santa Cruz, CA 9^0^i2

I lc p e to hecar fr o n t yo u !

42 7-3900
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