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tion  a nd despa ir tha t too frequently  v is it 
the ho lidays.

As the  m on th  nears its  end, we witness 
th e  s o m b e r l i r s t  an n ive rsa ry  o f last 
yea r's  do ub le  m urde r a t San F rancisco 
C ity  H a ll —  th e  s la y in g s  o f th e  late 
S u perv iso r Harvey M ilk  and o f M ayor 
G eorge M oscone.

W hat do  we have to  be th an k fu l for. 
and w ho are  we th an k in g?  The M other 
G o d d e ss , G o d , n a tu re , o u r  fe llo w  
hum an be ings, ourselves?

I'd  like to  im ag ine  how  Harvey M ilk 
w o u ld  v iew  T ha nksg iv in g  one year a fter 
his trag ic  death.

I rem em ber Harvey as a w arm , per­
son ab le . very Jew ish  ( in . th e  c u ltu ra l 
sense), dynam ic, sym pathetic, to le ran t (I 
cou ld  s tr ing  ad jectives together forever, 
no t a ll o f them  fla tte ring ) acqua intance.

H arvey w o u ld  have la u g h e d  a t an, 
im age o f h im self as the  M artyr H ero — 
inv inc ib le , faultless and haloed. And I 
im ag ine  he w ou ld  a lso fin d  am using  the 
scram ble am ong various cand ida tes to 
succeed h im  as San F ranc isco 's  S u pe r­
v iso r  in D is tric t Five and as "N a tion a l 
Gay Leader."

There are elem ents o f fa rce in  a ll of 
San F ranc isco 's  e le c tora l races th is  fa ll: 
M ayor. D is tr ic t A tto rney, S h e riff, and 
Supervisors. In one way o r  anothe r, all 
w ou ld  have t ic k le d  Harvey's funny-bone 
—  a lth ou gh  his ow n invo lvem ent in  the 
ou tcom e o f the races w ou ld  have been 
earnest.

B u t there is one event Harvey wou ld 
no t have fo un d  am using. He w ou ld  have 
been overjoyed, ecstatic.

T h is  event was the N ationa l M arch on 
W ash ing ton Fo r Lesbian and Gay R ights 
and the c o n cu rre n t N a tio na l C o n fe r­
ence o f Th ird  W orld  Lesbians and Gays.

Harvey w o u ld  have ce le bra ted  th is  
Thanksg iv ing  no t by g iv ing thanks to 
som e ab s traction , bu t by g iv ing thanks 
to  the thousands of peop le w ho  made 
the m arch and con fe rence a success.

The o r ig in a l T h a nksg iv in g  w as the 
ce le b ra tio n  o f a pe rsecu ted m in o rity

November: a month 
of mixed emotions . .  .

By Roland G. Schembari

Cold and rainy, November is a month of contradictory emotions.
The month begins as costumed Hallowe'en party-goers revel into the 

wee hours of the first, and continues with the passion and frenzy of 
last-minute politicking prior to the November 6 election.

Then Thanksgiving Day — that uniquely Middle American holiday,
capab le o f d e to na ting  feelings of aliena-

co m in g  to  a new  hom e and coopera ting  
w ith  and be ing a ided by the native popu­
lation . The coo pe ra tio n  d id n 't last long 
and tha t "p erse cute d m in o r ity " has by 
n o w  n e a r ly  d e s tro y e d  th e ir  N a tive  
A m erican benefactors. But the idea of 
d iffe re n t cu ltu res  w ork ing  cooperative ly 
is the prom ise  o f th is  holiday.

The N ationa l M arch on W ashington 
was p lanned fo r a ll o f us. It was broad- 
based and grass roo ts. It guaranteed 
pa rtic ip a tio n  by Th ird  W orld  lesbians 
and gays and no t ju s t token p a rtic ip a ­
tion.

The N ationa l M arch on W ashington 
was no t run by estab lished gay o rgan i­
zations that w ou ld  have us a ll appear 
"n o rm a l”  exce p t in  the bedroom  in  the 
privacy o f ou r ow n homes.

The March has estab lished links that 
prom ise  to  b in d  us to ge the r in  a truly. 
N ationa l M ovement.

H arvey fo u g h t th e  E s ta b lis h m e n t 
w hen he had to  and w orked w ith  it  w hen 
he cou ld. He w as not a revo lu tionary. He 
was a progressive po litic ia n , a pragm a­
tic  one. The leade rsh ip  o f the M arch 
w o rk e d  w ith  th e  gay e s ta b lis h m e n t 
w hen the la tte r fin a lly  em b ra ced  the 
M arch. No one was le ft out.

W e haven 't w on the fina l v ic to ry , and 
ou r enem ies are s tro n g , w e ll-hee led , 
and un p rinc ip le d . But if  w e b u ild  on the 
un ity exh ib ite d  in  W ashington, we w ill 
em erge v ic to rious.

C elebrate tha t hope th is  Thanksg iv­
ing.
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Low Voter
Turnout
Foreseen

San F ranc isco 's  D eputy R eg is tra r o f 
Voters. Jay Patte rson, p re d ic ts  a low  
vo te r tu rn ou t loca lly  fo r the  N ovem ber 6 
election .

C on trove rs ia l issues such as ren t con- 
ro l, h ig h  rise lim ita tion , ab o lish m e nt o f 
the v ice  squad, b in d in g  a rb ira tio n  to r 
po lice  and fire fig h te rs , an d  a  proposed 
he fty  increase in co rp o ra te  taxes con ­
fro n t the c ity 's  voters. In a d d itio n , voters 
w ill e lec t or re-e lect a m ayor, d is tr ic t a t­
to rney. sh e riff, and s ix  o u t o f e leven 
supervisors, and w ith  o the r C a lifo rn ia  
voters w ill de te rm ine the  fate o f fo u r 
S tate propos itions.

D espite these pe nd ing  votes. Patte r­
son  says "p ro b a b ly  s ix ty  pe ice n t o f re­
g is te red  voters w ill go to  the  po lls , if  it 
do esn 't ra in —  low er if it  does."

Asked w hy he fo recasts such a low  
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‘Take Back The Night’

Celebration at Amelia’s
A c e le b ra tio n  c o m m e m o ra tin g  last 

year's successfu l ��(	� 3 � � ( � ��	� ) �� � �  
� � �� �  en livens San F ranc isco  Sunday. 
Novem ber 18. a t Am elia 's.

W om en can dance upsta irs to  con­
tem porary disco , o r do w nsta irs  to  Mary 
W atkins. L inda T ille ry  and o the r a rtis ts : 
fo r those w ho  crave nosta lg ia, the  eve­
n in g  offers "o ldies, bu t g o o d ie s " from  
the 50 s and 60 ‘s.

A ll th is ( from  8  pm  to  1 am) fo r a mere 
S2 00. Proceeds benefit W om en Aga inst 
V io le n c e  m P o rn o g ra p h y  & M ed ia  
(W AVPM ), w h ich  org an ize d  th e  1978

and. m ore im portan tly , susta in ou r on ­
g o in g  p ro je c ts  w h ile  p ro v id in g  seed 
m oney fo r new ones."

WAVPM
W om en Aga inst V io lence In P o rnog­

raphy & M edia pub lishes )7/ �$�%7  a 
new sle tte r fo r fe m in is ts  and o the rs  in ­
te rested in  the on go ing  s trugg le  to  end 
v io le nce  aga inst w om en. They 've also 
pro du ced  a s lide -show  on anti-w om an 
m edia, avia lab le  to  wom en s groups on 
request.

A n o the r W AVPM p ro je c t prov ides fo r 
tours  o l the Bay A rea's non-gay. x-rated

m arch  o f 3.000 on  San F ra n c is c o ’s 'b o o k s to re s  an d  m ov ie  th e a tre s . soV ,
B roadw ay D is tric t, and b rie fly  b u t e ffec ­
tive ly  paralyzed the c ity 's  heterosexual 
po rn  center.

B e th  G o ld b e rg , s p o k e s p e rs o n  fo r 
WAVPM. exp la in s  tha t a lth o u g h  ��(	  
3� � ( � �� 	 � ) �� � �  a c co m p lish e d  eve ry­
th in g  W AVPM had intended, the event 
took three m onths to  o rgan ize and sad­
dled the g ro u p  w ith  S7.000 in unpa id 
bills .

"T h e  m oney from  the ce lebra tion  w ill 
le t us pay o ff the balance o f tha t debt.
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wom en can see firs t-han d the m ateria l 
th a t c iv il lib e ra ta ria n s  w o u ld  p ro te c t 
w ith  F irst A m endm ent agrum ents. This 
sam e m ateria l. W AVPM ho lds resp on s i­
ble fo r te rro riz ing  w om en 's  lives.

G o ldbe rg  a lso  te lls us W AVPM needs 
to  raise m oney to  pay m ore s ta ff. A t p re­
sent, she is the g ro u p 's  on ly  pa id sta ff 
pe rson , an d  she h o pe s  fo r  " th e  re ­
sou rces to  set up a l ib rary  on the sub jec t 
o f v io le n c e  in  p o rn o g ra p h y  an d  the  
m ed ia tha t cou ld  be used by in te rested  
parties w orld-w ide.

To those gay m en w ho view  WAVPM 
- th e  way hard, d r inke rs  v iew  the W om en s 
C hris tian  Tem perance U nion. G o ldberg 
says. "We a ff irm  s e xu a lity  by d is t in ­
g u is h in g  oe tw ee ri p o rn o g ra p h y  an d  
ero tica.
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C om ing Up! Decem ber! An a rtic le  by 
Celeste N ew brough on the W in ter 
S o ls tice  C elebrations. C h ris tian ity 's  
co -o p tio n  o f these pagan rites, and 
their m ag ic transfo rm ation  in to  to ­
day 's  t in s e l-a n d -g lit te r  C hris tm as.








