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November:

a month

of mixed emotions .. .

By Roland G. Schembari

Cold and rainy, November is a month of contradictory emotions.

The month begins as costumed Hallowe'en party-goers revel into the
wee hours of the first, and continues with the passion and frenzy of

last-minute politicking prior to the November 6 election.

Then Thanksgiving Day — that uniquely Middle American holiday,

capable ofdetonating feelings of aliena-
tion and despair that too frequently visit
the holidays.

Asthe month nearsiits end, we witness
the somber lirst anniversary of last
year's double murder at San Francisco
City Hall — the slayings of the late
Supervisor Harvey Milk and of Mayor
George Moscone.

What do we have to be thankful for.
and who are we thanking? The Mother
Goddess, God, nature, our fellow
human beings, ourselves?

I'd like to imagine how Harvey Milk
would view Thanksgiving one year after
his tragic death.

| remember Harvey as a warm, per-
sonable. very Jewish (in.the cultural
sense), dynamic, sympathetic, tolerant (I
could string adjectives together forever,
notall of them flattering) acquaintance.

Harvey would have laughed at an,
image of himself as the Martyr Hero —
invincible, faultless and haloed. And |
imagine he would also find amusing the
scramble among various candidates to
succeed him as San Francisco's Super-
visor in District Five and as "National
Gay Leader.”

There are elements of farce in all of
San Francisco's electoral races this fall
Mayor. District Attorney, Sheriff, and
Supervisors. In one way or another, all
would have tickled Harvey's funny-bone
— although his own involvement in the
outcome of the races would have been
earnest.

But there is one event Harvey would
not have found amusing. He would have
been overjoyed, ecstatic.

This event was the National March on
Washington For Lesbian and Gay Rights
and the concurrent National Confer-
ence of Third World Lesbians and Gays.

Harvey would have celebrated this
Thanksgiving not by giving thanks to
some abstraction, but by giving thanks
to the thousands of people who made
the march and conference a success.

The original Thanksgiving was the
celebration of a persecuted minority

coming to a new home and cooperating
with and being aided by the native popu-
lation. The cooperation didn't last long
and that "persecuted minority” has by
now nearly destroyed their Native
American benefactors. But the idea of
different cultures working cooperatively
is the promise of this holiday.

The National March on Washington
was planned for all of us. It was broad-
based and grass roots. It guaranteed
participation by Third World lesbians
and gays and not just token participa-
tion.

The National March on Washington
was not run by established gay organi-
zations that would have us all appear
“normal® except in the bedroom in the
privacy of our own homes.

The March has established links that
promise to bind us together in a truly.
National Movement.

Harvey fought the Establishment
when he had to and worked with it when
he could. He was nota revolutionary. He
was a progressive politician, a pragma-
tic one. The leadership of the March
worked with the gay establishment
when the latter finally embraced the
March. No one was left out.

We haven't won the final victory, and
our enemies are strong, well-heeled,
and unprincipled. But if we build on the
unity exhibited in Washington, we will
emerge victorious.

Celebrate that hope this Thanksgiv-
ing.
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Low Voter
Turnout
Foreseen

San Francisco's Deputy Registrar of
Voters. Jay Patterson, predicts a low
voter turnout locally for the November 6
election.

Controversial issues such as rent con-
rol, high rise limitation, abolishment of
the vice squad, binding arbiration tor
police and firefighters, and a proposed
hefty increase in corporate taxes con-
front the city's voters. In addition, voters
will elect or re-electa mayor, district at-
torney. sheriff, and six out of eleven
supervisors, and with other California
voters will determine the fate of four
State propositions

Despite these pending votes. Patter-
son says "probably sixty peicent of re-
gistered voters will go to the polls, if it
doesn't rain — lower if it does."

Asked why he forecasts such a low
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Celebration at Amelia’s

A celebration commemorating last

year's successful ( 3 (
enlivens San Francisco Sunday.
November 18. at Amelia's.

Women can dance upstairs to con-
temporary disco, or downstairs to Mary
Watkins. Linda Tillery and other artists
for those who crave nostalgia, the eve-
ning offers “oldies, but goodies" from
the 50 s and 60's.

All this (from 8 pm to 1 am) for a mere
$200. Proceeds benefit Women Against
Violence m Pornography & Media
(WAVPM), which organized the 1978
march of 3.000 on San Francisco’s
Broadway District, and briefly but effec-
tively paralyzed the city's heterosexual
porn center.

Beth Goldberg, spokesperson for

WAVPM. explains that although (
3 () accomplished every-
thing WAVPM had intended, the event
took three months to organize and sad-
dled the group with S7.000 in unpaid
bills.

“The money from the celebration will
let us pay off the balance of that debt.
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and. more importantly, sustain our on-
going projects while providing seed
money for new ones."

WAVPM

Women Against Violence In Pornog-
raphy & Media publishes)7/ $ %7  a
newsletter for feminists and others in-
terested in the ongoing struggle to end
violence against women. They've also
produced a slide-show on anti-woman
media, avialable to women s groups on
request.

Another WAVPM project provides for
tours ol the Bay Area’s non-gay. x-rated
‘bookstores and movie theatres. soV,
women can see first-hand the material
that civil liberatarians would protect
with First Amendment agruments. This
same material. WAVPM holds responsi-
ble for terrorizing women's lives.

Goldberg also tells us WAVPM needs
to raise money to pay more staff. At pre-
sent, she is the group's only paid staff
person, and she hopes for “the re-
sources to setup a library on the subject
of violence in pornography and the
media that could be used by interested
parties world-wide.

To those gay men who view WAVPM
~the way hard, drinkers view the Women s
Christian Temperance Union. Goldberg
says. 'We affirm sexuality by distin-
guishing oetweeri pornography and

erotica.
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Coming Up! December! An article by
Celeste Newbrough on the Winter
Solstice Celebrations. Christianity's
co-option of these pagan rites, and
their magic transformation into to-
day's tinsel-and-glitter Christmas.












