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All uses of this manuscript are covered by a legal
agreement between the Regents of the University of
Califormia and Marjorie H.E. Benedict dated April 2, 1984.
The manuscript is thereby made available for research
purposes. All literary rights in the manuscript, including
the right to publish, are reserved to The Bancroft Library
of the University of California, Berkeley. No part of the
manuscript may be quoted for publication without the
written permission of the Director of The Bancroft Library
of the University of California at Berkeley.

Requests for permission to quote for publication
should be addressed to the Regional Oral History Office,
486 Library, and should include identification of the
specific passages to be quoted, anticipated use of the
passages, and identification of the user. The legal agree-
ment with Marjorie Benedict requires that she be notified
of the request and allowed thirty days in which to respond.
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Marjorie H.E. Benedict, "Developing a Place for Women
in the Republican Party," an oral history conducted
1977-1978 by Miriam Stein, Reglonal Oral History
Office, The Bancroft Library, University of California,
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THE BANCROFT LIBRARY
(415) 6427395 April 2, 1984

Mrs. Marjorie Benedict
430 Michigan Avenue
Berkeley, California 94707

Dear Mrs. Benedict:

As usual, I enjoyed our phone conversation, but was disappointed
that we will have to postpone our luncheon date. I look forward to
seeing you some time this spring.

Nonetheless, I am pleased that you agreed, on February 8 when we
talked, to deposit your edited and reviewed oral history transcript in
The Bancroft Library. The transcript would thus be open to scholars
to read. In this way we can fulfill our obligations to the National
Endowment for the Humanities to have the entire California Women Political
Leaders Oral History Project completed and made available for research
which, as you know, is the purpose of our oral history projects:

If funds become available we will have your oral history final
typed, indexed, and bound as is customary with Regional Oral History
Office interviews. We will thereby make the memoir available for
research in other libraries in the United States.

I want you to know that I have enjoyed my contacts with you. The
story of your career in politics is vital and fascinating; it 1is
important to understanding the role of a woman in politics as well as
understanding the history of California's Republican party.

If the above arrangement is satisfactory would you please sign
the carbon of this letter and return it in the enclosed envelope.

I do hope that you will be feeling better very soon. I'll see
you in a few months.

Sincerely yours,

Hatlea ChalA

(Mrs.) Malca Chall
Project Director
California Women Political

/Z% . :! 5 Leaders Oral History Project
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index, photocopy, and bind the oral history, the transcript will be with-
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Party, 1984, 143 pages, 5 tapes. Personal papers, photographs also
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PREFACE

The following interview is one of a series of tape-recorded memoirs in the
California Women Political Leaders Oral History Project. The series has been
designed to study the political activities of a representative group of California
women who became active in politics during the years between the passage of the
woman's suffrage amendment and the current feminist movement--roughly the years
between 1920 and 1965. They represent a variety of views: conservative,
moderate, liberal, and radical, although most of them worked within the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties. They include elected and appointed officials at
national, state, and local governmental levels. For many the route to leadership
was through the political party~--primarily those divisions of the party reserved
for women.

Regardless of the ultimate political level attained, these women have all
worked in election campaigns on behalf of issues and candidates. They have
raised funds, addressed envelopes, rung doorbells, watched polls, staffed offices,
given speeches, planned media coverage, and when permitted, helped set policy.
While they enjoyed many successes, a few also experienced defeat as candidates
for public office.

Their different family and cultural backgrounds, their social attitudes, and
their personalities indicate clearly that there is no typical woman political
leader; their candid, first-hand observations and their insights about their
experiences provide fresh source material for the social and political history
of women in the past half century.

In a broader framework their memoirs provide valuable insights into the
political process as a whole. The memoirists have thoughtfully discussed details
of party organization and the work of the men and women who served the party.

They have analysed the process of selecting party leaders and candidates, running
campaigns, raising funds, and drafting party platforms, as well as the more subtle
aspects of political life such as maintaining harmony and coping with fatigue,
frustration, and defeat. Perceived through it all are the pleasures of friend-
ships, struggles, and triumphs in a common cause.

The California Women Political Leaders Oral History Project has been financed
by both an outright and a matching grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. Matching funds were provided by the Rockefeller Foundation for the
Helen Gahagan Douglas component of the project, by the Columbia and Fairtree
Foundations, and by individuals who were interested in supporting memoirs of their
friends and colleagues. In addition, funds from the California State Legislature-
sponsored Knight-Brown Era Governmental History Project made it possible to
increase the research and broaden the scope of the interviews in which there was
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a meshing of the woman's political career with the topics being studied in the
Knight-Brown project. Professors Judith Blake Davis, Albert Lepawsky, and
Walton Bean have served as principal investigators during the period July 1975-
December 1977 that the project was underway. This series 1s the second phase
of the Women in Politics Oral History Project, the first of which dealt with
the experiences of eleven women who had been leaders and rank-and-file workers
in the suffrage movement.

The Regional Oral History Office was established to tape record autobio-
graphical interviews with persons significant in the history of the West and the
nation. The Office is under the administrative supervision of James D. Hart,
Director of The Bancroft Library. Interviews were conducted by Amelia R. Fry,
Miriam Stein, Gabrielle Morris, Malca Chall, Fern Ingersoll, and Ingrid Scobie.

Malca Chall, Project Director
Women in Politics Oral History Project

Willa Baum, Department Head
Regional Oral History Office

15 November 1979

Regional Oral History Office

486 The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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The Helen Gahagan Douglas Component of the California Women Political Leaders
Oral History Project

Volume I: The Political Campaigns

Discussion primarily of the 1950 Senate campaign and defeat, in
interviews with Tilford E. Dudley, India T. Edwards, Leo Goodman,
Kenneth R. Harding, Judge Byron F. Lindsley, Helen Lustig,

Alvin P. Meyers, Frank Rogers, and William Malone.*

Volume II: The Congress Years, 1944-1950

Discussion of organization and staffing; legislation on migrant
labor, land, power and water, civilian control of atomic energy,
foreign policy, the United Nations, social welfare, and economics,

in interviews with Juanita E. Barbee, Rachel S. Bell, Albert S. Cahn,
Margery Cahn, Evelyn Chavoor, Lucy Kramer Cohen, Arthur Goldschmidt,
Elizabeth Wickenden Goldschmidt, Chester E. Holifield, Charles Hogan,
Mary Keyserling, and Philip J. Noel-Baker.

Volume III: Family, Friends, and the Theater: The Years Before and After Politics

Discussion of Helen and Melvyn Douglas and their activities at home
with their family and among friends, and their work in the theater
and movies, in interviews with Fay Bennett, Alis De Sola,

Cornelia C. Palms, and Walter R. Pick.

Volume IV: Congresswoman, Actress, and Opera Singer

Helen Gahagan Douglas discusses her background and childhood;
Barnard College education; Broadway, theater and opera years;

early political organization and Democratic party work; the
congressional campaigns, supporters; home and office in Washington;
issues during the Congress years, 1944-1950; the 1950 Senate
campaign against Richard M. Nixon, and aftermath; women and
independence; occupations since 1950; speaking engagements,

travel to Russia, South America, Liberia inauguration, civic
activities, life in Vermont.

*William Malone preferred not to release his transcript at this
time.

July 1982






INTRODUCTION

I was so greatly pleased when asked by the Oral History Project to write
this introduction for Marjorie Benedict's memoir. She has contributed such a
great legacy to the political climate of the state of California that I am
delighted to write these few paragraphs about my privilege of knowing her.

I first met Marjorie at one of the wvarious Republican events when she
was chosen as National Committee Woman for California, representing our state
for the Republican National Committee. At that time I was serving on the
Republican National Finance Committee and the Republican State Central Comm-
ittee, so, naturally, we were involved in many fundraising activities together.
I was impressed with her charm and straight-forwardness and believed that she
would do an excellent job of representing our state. This memoir will bear
testimony to that belief.

The political scenario in California during Marjorie's eleven-year term
(1949-1960) as national committeewoman was very challenging. Earl Warren,
then Goodwin Knight, then Edmund G. (Pat) Brown, were in the governor's
mansion. Harry Truman, then Dwight Eisenhower were in the White House. Yet,
Marjorie handled these complex matters with much poise, great ease, and
total commitment to the people of California and the Republican cause.

Mrs. Margaret (George C.) Brock
Los Angeles, California

24 November 1981






INTERVIEW HISTORY

Marjorie Benedict, a second-generation Californian, has been
for decades a leader in so many areas of San Francisco Bay Area
political and civic life that she was considered an essential
participant in the California Women Political Leaders Oral

History Project.

Mrs. Benedict could contribute to the history of women in
politics, especially women in the Republican party, knowledge
from her experiences, beginning in 1934, as an active grass-roots
volunteer in the Republican party through her gradual rise within
the party hierarchy to the high post of Republican National
Committeewoman for California., By 1949 her skills at organiza-
tion were well known, as were her loyalty to the Republican party
and her ability to work with male leaders without ruffling egos.

She remained national committeewoman until 1960.

Mrs. Benedict brought two assets to whatever civic endeavors
challenged her: teaching and organization. She had graduated
in 1921 with a teacher's certificate from the Oakland College
(then School) of Arts and Crafts, after which she taught high
school, eventually rising to department supervisor. In 1927,
a widow with a one-year old daughter to support, she returned to
teaching and helped set up one of the first adult schools in

the state (in Oakland). In 1931, she returned to the College to
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get an A.B. in art. Soon after, thinking it would be only a
temporary position, she went to work in the newly-organized State
Relief Administration--the experience which motivated her active
interest in politics. Since then, whatever her endeavors, whether
in politics, or such civic work as promotion of the Oakland
Symphony, renovating the Berkeley City Club, or as trustee of the
College of Arts and Crafts, she always emphasized understanding

the background of the activity. She believed, with good reason,
that the more people know about a project the more enthusiastically

they will contribute their time and efforts to it.

Her other special asset was an ability to organize a task
and inspire others to join with her to accomplish the goal. In
politics her goals were not only a well organized and winning
campaign, but assigning Republicans, young and old, men or
women, to meaningful tasks along with those dull ones so necessary
to campaigns and so often relegated solely to volunteers. Many
former Young Republicans, now community and political leaders,
feel strongly that Mrs. Benedict motivated them by her teaching
and inspiration long before they had stepped onto the first rung

of the political ladder.

Concerning women, she wanted them included in as many areas
of the party organization as possible, where they could hold
constructive and visible roles and function, along with men, as
equal partners in a common enterprise--from vice-chairmen of the

county central committees to national convention delegates. In






great measure she succeeded, particularly at the county level:

in 1949 five women were central committee vice-chairmen; in 1953
the count was twenty-three. Slowly more women were appointed as
delegates to the national convention, some aided by Mrs. Benedict
as she promoted financial help for women who would otherwise not

have been able to afford the expenses of a national convention.

Mrs. Benedict was not interested in moving just any woman
forward. She sought women who understood the philosophy of the
party, and whose own philosophy was not at the extreme ends of the
political spectrum. She sought women who were willing to work
as a team with other women and men, who did not consider themselves
merely proxies for the male leaders, but would assume responsibility
for taking their own places in the party. She applied this same
attitude to ethnic minorities, assuring those who wanted to work

that there was a place for them within the party.

It is her first-hand accounts of her family background,
rooted in California history, the paths she followed into politics
and the pursuit of her goals that form the core of this highly

interesting memoir.

The production of this oral history has a history of its
own. In 1972-3, while this Office was obtaining background on
women in politics in preparation for a grant proposal to submit
to the National Endowment for the Humanities, Mrs. Benedict

helped by providing names and information about other significant






Republican women leaders. As a result of our many phone conversa-
tions, when by 1975 the funds for the project were available, Mrs.
Benedict and I had established a comfortable rapport. But her
very busy schedule and then an accident which put one leg in a
cast pushed our planned interviewing schedule from 1975 to 1977.
By that time the Regional Oral History Office was moving into

the second phase of its Government Documentation Oral History
Project, and was preparing to interview persons associated with
the administrations of Governors Goodwin Knight and Edmund G.
(Pat) Brown. Miriam Stein of the staff had been assigned to the
Goodwin Knight series and was, therefore, interested in the
Republican party. The opportunity to learn at first hand about
so many significant people and events within the Republican party
prompted me, as director of the Women Political Leaders project,
to give Ms. Stein the privilege of conducting the interviews

with Marjorie Benedict. Interviewing began on August 23, 1977

and ended on July 24, 1978. Altogether five interview sessions

produced seven and one-half hours of oral history.

In February 1979 Mrs. Benedict received the first two chapters
of her edited transcript to review. By then, interviewer Mimi
Stein had left the Regional Oral History Office and I gladly
assumed the task of working with Mrs. Benedict to complete the
memoir. In December 1979 we had a delightful lunch together at

the historic Julia Morgan-designed Berkeley City Club. Mrs.






Benedict, a past president of the club, had worked with the
committee responsible for restoration of this landmark building.
She was at the time we met for lunch looking forward to visiting
her daughter Marjorie Boyle and her grandson John in Pasadena
during the upcoming Christmas holidays., Because cataracts had
made reading difficult for her, she planned to review the
transcript with her grandson, who was at that time a teaching

assistant in ancient history at Oberlin College.

Together they did review the transcript, correcting some
dates and names, deleting some material considered irrelevant,
and filling in additional pertinent details. The revised trans-
cript, retyped, was sent to Mrs. Benedict in August 1980. She
wanted to read it once again and then add observations on Mamie
Eisenhower, Pat Nixon, and William Knowland, but cataract surgery
and general ill health plagued her for the next couple of years,
preventing her from accomplishing this task. During the Christmas
holidays of 1980 she and her grandson again reviewed the transcript,

made some minor corrections, and pronounced it good.

Meanwhile every three to six months Mrs. Benedict and I have
had a phone conference to discuss how to proceed with completion
of the oral history. However, during this time project funds had
run out, and so Mrs. Benedict agreed to release the manuscript as
it is for research use in The Bancroft Library, without planned

additions or final processing. To mark the completion of the






Benedict project we plan lunch together this spring in the
Berkeley City Club. Should funds become available, the oral

history will be final typed and completed in the usual manner.

Copies of letters, news articles, and pictures which enrich
the story have been deposited along with the manuscript in The
Bancroft Library. There is also a tape of Mrs. Benedict receiving
the California College of Arts and Crafts Alumna Extraordinaire
Award in November 19, 1972 which has an introduction by William
Knowland. Mrs. Margaret Brock, one of the California Republican
party's long-time activists, has written a concise introduction
to this memoir which puts Marjorie Benedict's activities and

abilities into sharp focus.

This highly informative oral history is now available for

research.

Malca Chall
Interviewer-Editor

8 February 1984

Regional Oral History Office

486 The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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Stein:

& ¥

Why don't we start with when and where you were born.

BHeint——Fesamd—then—sre-lii—baek-yup- ’ g
( Q_ll‘@D’YV\ta )/
Benedict: Add—eigirt=, I was born in Pacific Grove, Monterey County, December 27,

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

1899.

Let's back up to your grandparents. You said all four of your
grandparents—- *&‘

A1l four grandparents were here in California prior to/%860gz, so that's
a long history.

oeodnese: Do you know where they came from?

err mann
Yes. My grandfather)who was Adolph Theodore Hewsmwzr was from Germany.

/
He was trained as a civil engineer, and he came axgmzd. on the sailing
vessels around the Horn to the Sandwich Islands, whlch of course are
the Hawaiian Islands. He stayed there for some time. He thought/;ie =
coming to California actuelly, but that's where the vessel stopped.
Sa he got/g§Zre for a couple of years, and went on over to the Philippine
Islands, and back to the Hawaiian Islands to catch a ship to ‘come wp
to California. He decided to try a number of places to get Just the
climatezf;nd the general environment thaf he wanted. dna'{hat was
why he stayed over there and explored. 'hg came on to San Francisco,

arriving there before 1860. And there he participated not only in some

of the civic things but identified himself with a German newspaper
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Benedict:

there while he travel%d around the San Fraicisco Bay Area of Californig
to select the place he wanted to settle. An&)éctually he a-&—settle

eventually in San Jose. But, in the meantime, he met my grandmother,

Thiel
Henriett@ ™®1. _  who also came from Germany. She was not pure

German.ghe was part-German, part-French, and part-Dutch-—quite a com-

%

bination. MShe came by vessel to the Panama Isthmus, across the

Isthmus, and then up the coast by ship again to San Francisco. J--::o 0

E; éﬁ‘ter their marriage they stayed in San Francisco for a short time, &

Stein:

Benedict:

érandfather thought maybe he wanted to go back to the Hawaiian Islands
23
(the Sandwich Islands) em=d so they went back to the Sandwich Islandsems -

stgyed there a short t)ime. Their first daughter was born there, and
then they decided to come back to San Francisco, which they did,//o.f
course, sailing.
Qbs:,—%at prompted these moves? Was he looking for a better climate

I
again?
Primarily. An-&-bhen-,%f course, he also was interested in looking into
something for his future in the field of engineeringy civil engineering.
But he was looking definitely for climate. He had been bothered with
asthma, and he wented a certain type of climate. &% _}nal]y)after

-

exploring,, San Jose seemed to be just right, and so he settled in San
“l')

Jose. wﬁr that time, one of his brothers ,/\another civil engineer,
came , @ge came directly to San Jose then, and it was there that they
esta.blisheg their own office, Heﬁa.nn Brothers gineering/fﬁce.
MI;xey were interested in water development,~gurveying, of course/was
the b::Lg thing that the civil engineers were doing in California at that
timef,\\:};ore were so many of the Spanish ranches ((\}{16. problems of

land boundaries and so on. So, they had weeddy & very fine business.

They each built their homes there in San Jose, and became an integral

My
part of that whole life in that valley.!/¥xz father was born in San
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while
Benedict: Jose and went to the public schools there,-m&\ growing up he —ef
-

. . . 2
<exrsey helped in the engineering office with his father, went out
on the surveying trips, and so on. mgen he was in high school
he actually was in charge of a surveying crew, Pwughed So=he—juss-
T U AT
Feape—utf—for—imtesi-ew-broakd
W&: He was really a very, very active, very capsble young man.

~Benedicte Yes, . this jo my father., ()
\A)'(\a?t was hie Nname .
Frd—lrd-m—srame-sias.Wol?

Stein:

]

Benedict: Frederick Charles. He was born in 1870, theme=ias, in San Jose. dmé-

&gen finishing the public schools there in San Jose, he went to the

(Ferkede

University of Ca.lifomiag,ln thz Department of Engineering, and Civil

Engineering, and graduated there in 189k4. Aad—theuﬁ-uallyq hrough
‘ =

all of the experience he had just there in San Jose, he began having

a great love of the comtwf:nd appreciation of the natural resources,
Londftr

\ As his first Job after his graduation, other than going back to San

Jose and really working as -en-en-g&-nee-:-,-c:;nl englneer(qlth his father
HEeM Bawdos <y~
and uncle for sbout a year when he was marriedghe then went with

Spreckels Sugar Company as their civil engineer to explore and develop

a water and irrigation system for their vast lands in the Santa Clara

ad|aen -T1\\$ '&D‘O&.

Valley, and on over into t e/\valleys. n Gilroy, King City and
e areo,
that vd:cée Ss%a—m—e#-ve&iﬂ'? where dhad-dimpasef sgriculture was being
WS )
developed a.nd,\making use of the lands there, M

£ i

-How, I—'ve got to back-upe I Just mee he weas
Morion C“Sb)

married. My older sister,/\the first daughter, was born while they

were there, and then they moved their home to Pgacific Grove, but ga.ther

( &w\ﬁ;s&) B
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Benedict:

Stein: \\o)”,dlm,¥ou rd mentioning the kind of work he di 4 =% sounds very timely

Benedict:

was still in that type of work in that area. And that is where I was

born.

th
fn—c—tay because much later there were enormous irrigation pro,jectsA

AJ&\@‘ course he did deal in that 4@ water systemg™ _

I’d

o e —

BerredtTtT or the whole western area.

Stein:’

Benedict:

Benedict:

Thet's interesting. What sort of things, exactly, did he do?
Well, he would study the water, the natural water--the rivers, the
drainage areaga,\;\\ii the contours of the land, and so on--and determine
how an irrigation system could be worked out that would really be

. %@M Acrerim e
effective. how ¥5conserve water through dams, and so on, in order
to have a relisble water system, both for domestic use and irrigation.
M%o that is where a great deal of that type of thing developed. <fmés
Qf course, all through those valleys they got quite tied in with the
;ld Spanish land greants, MWW

oy

referred.do-Rod-instiXl-settITTE
H\S gueve recoed s were, o &‘L\\\ m('_vn

LA \&'\‘Hmﬁ\ o’m?v“fo’ Louﬁaar)(/s,

A lot of those early land grent records are in the Bancroft Library.

f“’l’@‘dmagf somebody said, "Oh, I came across your dad's

signature on some records we were looking up in such-and-such a

county for some legal decision," Amazingl. e

= s e opuntnic St
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Stein:

D

your
have . - 2 " ,5'2
father #ed-ired any particular religious background: 6
Benedict: They were érotestants, and they were active in the churches there.
Stein: Any particular denomination?
Benedict: I can't remember what my father was.
Stein: Skep=birerr. No doubt there weren't all that many there at the time.
Benedict: -f*=5®+ I can't remember what it was. If there was a LutheraJ:gzi;
would be the logical one, but I don't remember ever hearing, bukhemesn
So I'11 have to-check that out,
T—eenldremenher,
Shedmrr——jeii—that-la—sombhing-drou=oan—ehock—oite-

Bonedict: T4 o . i de—afbhafamid

Stein:

#omd I elso wondered if he was at &ll involved in any civic or political

activities beyond his engineering work.

4kﬁediEtT"1mTT‘1ﬁ??ﬁE?37E6Uﬂ*téGéﬂen-én~—-—3a+-——-qreuLxe—%alking‘abuux‘nv‘rather

or-my-grendfather?

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

#dl-—mighds No, he was & good citizen in voting and keeping informed,

but he was not active as a campaigner, put it that way. He a.lways

'l lered Vi
identified himself as a Republican, and as I say, he always‘vete&—
\SSV\&S @v\d
foliowedymand- voted carefully. So, I didn't get any Jiremwshed leadership

there, except with inspiration.

et =il \%Aat gbout your mother, and her parents.

Mitowigirr. They came to Californie from New York. They were English,

with a touch of Welsh. -ﬁsﬂéieveral of them came over and landed in

éué ’ <

the very ear14==s~—-i-1 can't tell you exactly when, they go back into

the 17067g: but I don't know. A;ﬂé%?me of them steyed on the Atlantic
./

coest, and then they gradually moved over to Wisconsin. Now, eabkenig,
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Benedict: my grandmother and grandfather Soper/[came overland to San Josgq One

other relative had settled near los Ga.tos, xa# so they came dlrectly

near‘o
there and settled i /‘S Jose. ,_Q zuu—‘/dx@?é‘w [
Mt—’( [;,\/;m W% /fé.f'.

Stein: Somttemrensy That meant Ahey came by w on.
Benedict: They came by waggég.

g
Stein: Did you get any stories sbout that.

Benedict: No, I never knew them. ggr, Treadwell Soperf was a cabinet maker, and

Welle E\\Wbd"ygmaaﬂ o%e)
he had his cebinet shop there. Mother,was bo *hhasf -G:z‘,—glere was
,qu. and an older sn&/ﬁqm ™
Ow Owc & brothe an:.oldep—-b—re%her}/\ ther went through the San Jose Normal

School, which is now, of course, the state college. m‘ﬁhe taught

school for a year until she and my father were married. '.'Lha.t was in

/895 1 7 Grandfrther + Grandmsthon Sopee Method )<t

] . A were very religious. They were of the
Bpﬁ] ' =
- h&
church, there in San Jose, and he Ttk o ==

..... —av was superintend-

ent of Sundsy School, leasder of the choir, so they really were very
-~ . {
active.lrz,"fﬂb GL«I‘UL .
\
Stein: tez;‘l‘i{er family sounds like/yas much more involved than your father's

family in community—
!

Vil vy oA ber's '1/:\”\*»‘1} )
Benedict\/flre“ﬂéﬁ?ﬁﬁ—fmly) was very active in all the civic things, ewd the city

and county things. ' Grandma was & very, very active person. She really
was an active suffragette.
w
Renediata e

Stein: You must tell me that story.

Benedict: She was in every campaign, she was really very outgoing, andYanything
that would help the women, anything that would help San Jose, anything
that would help the United States. ©She was just reeddy a very, very
active person.{{'s\(;\:ened her home to everything. They had a very lovely,

large home, and it was alwsys great ﬁm)too, to go mHowm and slide down
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l marvel
. CWes
Benedict: those Jmf- banfiisters. It was really a beautiful old
w
home) ,\i.a.rge grounds, and a big carriage house at back with a surrey
with the fringe on top)for the horses, and so on. So, we really did

enjoy that very much when we had the opportunity to be there, w"\W\« AW’“’\S
imeluded mChrichmngss

0%

~ = s

i §
w—iS'A %suﬂ
S e helped orgenize the Women's Excha.ngeé:e'«xhat was/sort

\We Z

of a new movement to t the women at home an opportunity to (P
cod KK

have an outlet for some of their handiwork§ their sewing, and so on. .

. T ﬂg, el ) av\,mnwa*wc
4md that was—eert—=et=e beginning of what became quite u,\movemento
Z
A store
/ o=
Aset up in town, and they could bring their things in, and they would be

sold if possible, eaviwsombh. If way K Means ¢cr womgndo carné ‘ﬂ

T4 sounds i mene: e
Stein: That-le- Ve -—dnterestiiges %ort of like a craft cooperative. selvr
Benedict: It really weas. I;l( was sort of the beginning of that whole thought.

fmangﬂo W le
She was always helping somebody, and always into causeS, She

lived a long life, an

;. I]-; -l il
Vno=sonseimed: She wasﬂ’? when she died. Alwsys active. .

- £33 A=
IO
B i. I ; li o ! !QF'HE“"?

rv——

e 7 =0l o F2NG T5)
M’ oG tsaat 00 e ae o gy

. i
e e A TR

ST ‘éle did a lot in her 1i fe, -shaidlidintiigitgr She vas &

very, very busy Jessi» person.

4/ Theyd:‘;!dé an orchard in what is now Smxgvﬂe,-e@.. It was Just a

} ! family orchard, with osk trees, and Yarioug f% QM)
\ Tlrees app 4. ¢ armen






Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:
Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:
Stein:
Benedict:
Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

we
eo% grandchildren all looked forward to being able to spend a

little time there in the summeri®we whenever we were allowed to go

there with our parentsfﬁ%But they were Just real Californians--very

leya |

ud. Grandfather was so determined to be a complete American$ no

hem<
Germsn was spoken in the hause. They had been through some of those

;,1 Eul’bf( - \&
early wars ” thought it kind of amusing afterwardsfr
sTuefte

;;a:ther )when heﬁbsgl( civil englneerlng,ﬁad to have a knowledge of
German, so he had to take German at UC. [laughter]
I think there is a certain irony there.

So, that's kind of amusing. People can go clear overboard in some
directions, you know.

I guess that was typicel in many w

M qrax\

Of course) @eswent back to Germeny many times to

s of that generation.
I think it was.
visit his family. There was a family of seversal boys or men, &all
professional, so he'd go back sbout every two yea.rs,)ld"‘ vw/lSlf_
Have you ever been over there?

I have never been in that particular country.

/1895

A
You ment:.one you, pa.rents were married in XSS
working then? Stop keepia%ééchool? %

Yes.

No, not to Germany.

Did your mother stop

Then how many children did they have?
Three daughters.

And where are you in that--
W\ar\ovx

Right in the middle,{iommwbmm] Yes, my older sister,\was born three

\ o
years before I was, and %he-;;n'recorded in San Jose. And the younger

Maurine,

51ste§Ayas born in San Franc1sco, three years after me, That was the

family. It kind of shows how we moved around,

Yes, up and down the peninsula.






Stein:

CBdiicatonD (wub- head)

< ColHunr al Lessms> ($w— subs- hea .é{)
'Hﬁ:r,‘ln bringing up in a family of three girls, what sort of

expectations did your parents have for you?
woul

Benedict: )@’% all have good educations. We all went through the public schools,

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

through high school. m-‘_l’;ey also wanted us to have something besides
a straight education fromlzge schools. My two sisters had private
lessons in piano, and I had private lessons in painting, se k\éé had
to have vast experience in the cultural field, and of course Q; were
introduced to the thester, sawé to operas, symphonies and so on.
How was it that you got painting lessons, rather than piano lessons?
I guess that was really sort of a coincidence, Fedbintmies That was when
we were ié?ggberial Valley--that skips a few years there. But I really
think the reason I did was that there was someone there who was needing
some employment, <=-blink,. and she would teach painting in her home;:EE
private lessons. m—mﬁ?ﬁm%en we were there it was

o Wi LT * ~= S0
a Ygv desert areggﬂﬁEEEfEISﬁEE;;ng (e marvellous experience}*&hni they
thought it would prob;bly be a good extra activity for me. 1hm&:§§3f}/ﬁ
that's where I started, and kept on. And,desle—saa, I won a fi;t
prize at the county fair down there in painting«g entered when I wes
nine years old. So, that started things.
Ueii;-¥hat certainly showed you had.promise early on;
That, I think, was really the reasony /éihough I'm not good at
creating anything. Music is one of my great interests, and symphony
particularly. -Amé-I serve on the board of directors of the Oskland

T organizith grow HearERadid

Symphony e=t Orchestra. Awe organlzeha group
bty bue T $er their Saturday matinees. #m& I do
the same for the Sen Francisco Symphony for their Thursday matinees. ,

That's all on & voluntery basis} I mean, it's not a business as far

as I'm concerned. I do it because I love it, and there are many

people, women especially, who don't go out at night any more, $e* things
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Benedict: of that sort, wnescorted, and it's a ve&y in which they can enjoy

music.

Stein: M3, ¥hat 's wonderful.

(j, ve vecewed
Benedict: }I’ign commendation from the Oskland Symphony for doing it, which I

was interested in because nobody had done 1t)appa.rentljf for them.

£ I've been doing it for several years.

I love it, but I'm not a creator of music.

Stein: But you're a fine appreciator.

Benedict: Oh, yes. They need audiences.

S?/ein: Spcodubely .
Is this a bus that peéple go to meet at a centrel place, or does the

bus come around and pick them up, or how does that work?

\
No. we start from the Berkeley City Club, so %o makes it very central

and satisfying. Bu—i—btealte—thom—orr—up— On the Oskland one I ta.ke’ﬁh"?"."

on e mini-tour after the symphony because there are places, and things
people

in_our :|.mmedlate ares, thet I thlnk/xkurx ought

have great times. So, that's what I do f%

O ('/ON\(Y\K/ to know gbout §
storically marked buildings, residences, or places of 1nterest, R

hing—end—errotirers )Z/evelopment of the estuary, some of the parks and

some of the flcwer shows, end-—thifdse
oy nasy)
ell, just about everythlng, the—marinas.,

Gerdens, the Stanford home}’
we=tt- I always have something for them. \U““m -é glve them the
aks; cust

So, sometimes I kid them p—l--863

Benedict:

happening, developin

e zoo, Dunsmuir House and

history of it, a formal lecture.

whether they come for the music or whether they come for the ride.

Both, probably. ﬂe@j
] l .

(S%'S"‘b'%&m’ \

/-
Stetm t a bargain there.
ot ﬁw.“’ «le (aee 0'(““*')

< Schoortny and Livi
<10U-Ohc mmm%@fé LE v:\xj talking sbout your educetion






Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

S

and your private lessons. What schools did you go to?

1 started in Imperial Valley in Calexico. We were there because of

father s employment--there agein we have & jump. Pewet was in 1907 that

we moved to Imperial Velley. He was one of the engineers who were teken

down ZPFf‘\O

/to that area to close the second ;vdn/\of the Colorado River, and to

establish )ai'plan} and develop a dependeble water system for the

Imperial Valley. -mi=ee. Celexico was the main town at that tlmeuIt s

right on the border of Mexico, across a little river from Mexicali.

Aad}_'here wa‘.s practically nothing there when we went down other than

a ve:'y prim;l'tive street, a general store, and that kind of thing. We’

all lived in tent houses.

Good hesavens.

1t-—reslly—wess It wes ebsolute pioneering. We had the wooden floor

base, and a wooden well ebout three fee‘l:_,:,-3_tﬂasszﬂ'zlﬂﬂﬂ‘fﬂ'*t high,

and then the tent. wout a foot space between the peeked

roof of the tent, and a wooden roof for weather conditions, both for

the cold winters and the heat of the summer. -ﬁni;ﬁley had some screening
i

so that the flap of the tentezs-could be taken up so that you had

ventilation. So, it was reel rugged.

\ We landed there at night on a very antique train from Los Angeles.

la n+-ns
/_../
%I‘b was dark And we were met l—sﬁ pcooie. C.A»f(jnng,\an‘a we

welked through the sand up and down the 1rrlgat10n ditches, arriv_ed
Las A wn s

at the tent and home-made beds that were too hlgh,,/\'zrent to bed {#e

didn't get to sleep for quite a while{ gnﬁnere were_.q-e-w

wirese—arere strange noises, braying)and noises rlglt outside. %In

the morning we went out to see what in the world was sround us. There

was a mesquite bush geer—ttie forest on one gide, and there were sSOm®

wild burros [laughs 1.






Stein: How did your mother adjust to all this?

Benedict: She adjusted. She was a good sport. We had #we electricity the second
year we were there.

Stein: Whet did you do the first year?

Benedict: We had lamps.

Stein: Kerosene lanterns?

. \((} earn .
Bened_lct: /\’Ye all to clean the glass chimneys of the lamps with newspaper,

\Z\ . We had fly peper all over,

home-made showers on ollec hanging wp for the water. It was

-84 J

quite a thing. We were there for three years.
Stein: And you went to school from there?

4o yenes
Benedict: I went to school the last,\, we were there. Yoo ypmiiiias—bitetamle

sdee- It was a country schoolj Myta0oh e bi-on =ittt ettt b

W I wasn't too interested in ﬁ:’

sehroed . It was a school of two or three rooms, but several grades in

It

oA, .
oL each room. Amd the double deskS/ and benches, / They did _

CLAY\E.
have some very fine teachers, Ehey wemamwenpit down from the Los
-y o

Angeles ares,@,{m( get their preliminary teaching experience,
of

and some of them steyed on. One/my teachers stayed on; she was a

derling person.,\}{arried x one of the big ranchers down there5 ){ad a

regular hacienda, actually, Mkeiigs- Over the Mexican -border. But{q

think{ most of them were there Just to get their practice teaching in,

Stein: How did you get to school each day?

Benedict: Well, we walked.It wasn't far.

Sde L g£/2






Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

4\:We didn't stay there in the summertime becau s

13

these
Well, I was trying to get a picture oZ where/%s tent houses were in

1

. . evidently
relation to everything else. Were-sthey—steyr—owt== They iwere
right in town, then. —
N

Ney-rw®, It was right in town. Adonagiver] Fhpuiies—rirerrp—aigr—T—neoeymoon-
what you'd csall our blocks (they eventually got blocks and things, but
they didn't have them then) it would have been about three blocks from

w»-\w

the one WEFicShbewr street.

Such as it was.

Tt really was, that's all it was. And it was usually lined uwp with
the locel Indians and Mexicen~Indien mixes, ® just sitting on the board

sidewalk, with their feet hanging down on the sand street (if you could

\Ine s*,rc;erzs were
call them streets). [laughter]) ; principally irrigation

wey
ditches, emdmdiradempes—meTy—03 Lhe Vays in which you travel#ed o elther sz

burros, donkeys or mules in the hot weather, or horses in the w:Lnter.

& the e hedt.
.;L‘b—ge-‘b—!‘eal—ho't‘

We went up to.eg= La Jolla and Long Beach for the summers. SE=moT==E.,
/

%he men all stayed down, &md
wece akle o leae m««’)’f
Heontaff-gPubl

=¥3 i SOBLS E +y but
N *\'\e\f 'C!«M\\us Dg oY A SLor+

3 auaded

I cll&}.lm\— - u TLLIL UL‘\.—.I. =

oo VI ?(77& oty Ui |
f you could grow actually was the castor bean plant.

4

e

-Asa\‘gou pla.nt that in the winter, and that would be the only shade
you'Ti have in the summer. There were some trees. There was one family
there that had property, and they had a very nice 2/ garderb
but other than tihat NO DML ao Treal gerdenms. That was & real
pioneering ares. But they got the Colorado River closed safely, and
they did develop & Very satisfactory irrigation‘ system, and the third
year we were there you could see the results -e-g\idi-the begignings of

the very lush a/{alfa fields. And they were beginning to put in some

of the vegetsbles they could grow down there. P, @“ course, s

TN ‘—"v(ﬁ require
( 1S Just & lush garden‘!that whole aresa now just water.
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Benedi-abt——————==={Lel ool

Benedict: HFrom there we came back up to the San Francisco Bay Area.

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

%

Stein:

Benedict:

Thatle—whet—F-was—gotmg—to~meis. Where exactly in the Bay Area did
you settle then?

We stopped jJust temporarily in San Jose, and then we went to Cheyenne,
Wi,
Tve got that mixed up, because we—jumed— to-there,

This came before we went down to Imperial Valley. You asked me sbout

Wyoming, actually, before we came back.

the schools, so that's how we got down there.

I see, so you went to Cheyenne first.

RArY..- fod from Pacific

Grove we came back to San Jose just temporarily and then jumped up to
Cheyenne, Wyoming, where we were for three years. 4od a@ father was
with the Department of the Interior.there to study the sources of water,

the draeinage areas and basins, and the ways in which irrigation and

"H\o.:{' exdensive reqion.
water supplies might be developed for W

o te T ST R -ﬁnﬂ\‘é were there, as I say, for three years. And

11: was in 1907 that we came back and went down to the ¥elteys—tire-

Impe rial Valley.

M were in
n \QW

Cheyenne at the time of the San Francisco ea.rthquake/{ and came back
after that. #Amé *ha.t mekes it right because it was in 1909 that I got
T 4o Berkeley
my first prize. And then we came bewic up herelbln 1910.
gnw Just stopped egain very bneﬁy in San José to <1mm where we
z
wanted to settle, and Dad decided that we'd come to Berkeley, so to

Berkeley we came.
ater

ﬁp&_T.s that where you steyed? Did you pretty much stay put et that?

Yes, then we were permanent.
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<ln Uhe f)e«rkdeﬁ Sehssf 5\554.&M> (&b'sdo-he_agg

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

«Se—'bh-e-n-gr that time you were still in elementary school, is that right?
Ch, yes."Z So, I went through the esriy Berkeley edrmembesy-schoolsyh.
Emerson School, that was the elementary school. I did, I think, the
fifth and sixth grades there. Amd=them they had jJust started the
Junior high school system in &erkeley, and there was one that was the

-

experimental oneki»t/m the McKinley Junior High School, s\ I went
sevenUn esatin, amd vimth)
there for three ye grades, and from there to Berkeley

S -?

?
LAbntid elewrntt, O d _terglotn
High School, fo OISR lssh yeers, S0 I went straight through.

All three of us followed through with the public schools in Berkeley

through high school. But, we all went different ways after that.
o
n-eduention;—firstieldy Were there any

'C'r;@.i
courses that you particularly enjoyed, or,you found particularly

influential?
You mean on through--
oTwX
I'm talking’just through high school now.
RS

Well, in ‘e what would be the first year of high school}which was

~
actually the last year in the Junior high school (experimental scheod
W
here, there was x one course I was very much intereste% and that was

the experimental course in Ca.lifornia&istory.

s Tns , .
W*I always liked mathematics and history, Mw@{\ﬁmmﬁﬁ

high school, I took art classes #eewme as

an elective, and French, English, and mathematics all the way through.
Bethodoory the Usual requawd courses
And, as soon as I got through the /mythakagx, etos -in—Engiichy—and—

in English k o ournodic m class whida
: | E,],i}m : porlicn Jlss S
liked jou!azmrvery, very much. b w had an excellent teacher,

4

\ _ Lons Fhe advisor oy
a Mrs. H&;‘We‘r’j‘who was just outstanding, and w&

wisth the publications that the students got out$ the weekly paper,

and the annual senior classbook, Olla Podrida. wgoﬁ became very
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Benedict: active ’with the—wilhbotir=mebuedy articles in the newspaper and

) \} p 4 0
also ‘active with the © , as we used to call 4 the

Olla Podrids. ° de—i-sey, I was on the art steff for the 0lla Podrida

because we had title pages and so on. W'F;ally we had a
journal office for the students to work in, and of course dE just loved
all of that activity +we® very much. And I was &ctive m

the school girls' association) we= eand jolly things generallyﬁt The
teacher of French used to turn her class over to me when she wanted
to do something else, and she was quite determined that I was going to
~go to the University of California, and specielize in French and be

a French teacher. And that was hc-a'ir I disappointed her, Then, 85 I
say, 1 &'a great deal of mathematicss I liked mathematics, I took
mechanical drawing, two yeers of it, the only girl in a class of boys.
But, I liked it.

Stein: Did you have any trouble getting into that course?

Benedict: No. No, the men was & 1ittle surprised [1aughs] that I wanted to
teke it. @‘E/i’c was all right. Then, as I say, 1 did quite 2 bit
with Journalism. Well, in the senior year, Mrs . Uet_rr(said that she
had never had & girl editor) and ,-Asud-ee-s would I

please be & candidate for editor of the Oils Podri@fa.nd the weekly

newspeaper. Well, of course, I hesitated, because it had never entered
my head. But, finally I
said, all right, and didn't know what T was getting into or how it
would develop.

o 4
R S
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[ Fepe—tywide—td—

Stein: You were saying that she asked you to be editor of the Olle Podrida

and the newspaper.

Benedict: Yes, and =sss.she was sO anxious sbout it that I said I would. Well,

:"’\We\had regular cempaignsj; it was quite in‘l;eresting.}.,‘mé:-'gﬂl.-.g'f‘t'yh*‘"’é
) oz D e et

€ Cawnc’) oo tWﬁWWmﬁmsmmwm
i dmcc' inclohng N , )

P W e 3 -

AP P OB e S P B OV TSN

. z
. o : WA
P RIFAIGEE £~ 2E e Y NaeT) s

Ddor of The ARGraave =

P"‘L‘OJ ‘C)A R —ﬂq t‘*mw = ,,:,V...«..'.w : . bi§o I had to & that, too. It was re k-t

g,?-“_f ‘«ké 4‘“ 2 ROR A
.o\r\ ht{)r,, fun)beca.use the boy that was running -esdsise was the logical omas ©

-
s

p e
,7%‘[ o\Sﬁ'ew\\glj. course, Horma.lly we would Jjust vote without any trouble at all, and

L4

we were good friends. It was & friendly campaign as far as that went,
but we campaigned. And then the election was held and Marjorie was

elected. Cemuaac-

A,
:stein: Had you campaigned before/uhand?
Benedict: We 211 had to do a little campaigning, but the main thing was that
to
most of us were known pretty well ) (focept,\the freshman
class, bl A T WSS =t BO R
Z @f (,Jem
Wasebhekomd course Mrs. Wels was thrilled to pieces, and we had

)
: S ‘
quite a to-do. l[Well, the next morning: and this was & scream, it was
Wi .
funnya—I1 got to the ofﬁce)-aa-d-t-‘b wes up on the second floor right

up in the English Department, and on the door was a funeral wreath.

ms - .
Bamgise] It struck me funny. 1 stood there and adm el 1€

er\/( |144%___u{d 4
d took it es aﬁlregt joke. I know that I disappointeld someone, Some
, Guvred that ay) ob.
little group who Lrfrta Rt R e that was Just s osgot. fOr DOYS.
the wrged I

and figured that I would probebly teke down) but I left it up becaus

I thought it was great fun. I invited people to come and see it,

‘\’\w. m».)(, o\avxl"m:d's. i
and that really just annoyed thel-/ Jiugheee] But it

and
really was funnymI left it w for a long time. W
A

-

-
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Benedict: M—W
oo Wmam}y o

opponent, Bil],\ orman )accepted the Jjob &s ma.nagerfse:z:se_gxe
2
editor always appointed the manager &% would work with. He was a

II; next surprise was that

good sport, was delighted] it was fine, and we had a great team.

PP h&% had a great success that year{,it really was fun.

N
It was a marve:t/ous experience, and I did a couple of things that were

kind of bold, hud=then-thet-—wes—Ihate

Stein: What sort of things?

Benedict: One particularly. This was during World War I, st 1018, and
would ho[gL
e were euwbteemt—patriotic assemblies,end=se @e of the assignments

Mernor: 2€ = of Jerses
was that everyone had t0 deaiiy—tenrn the words of all /the seatenses

Sowﬁd—se
of the national anthem, and "America"--there were about four,\.

M\% had home room periods which were really spent memorizing)

and finally)
not
we were/to open any books in the assenbly time. | Well, our seats in the

after we were given a certain smount of time, thenr—ne—beekty

assembly were set by grade//, and so the seniors are right there in the
front in the main partf eag—=o gn that particular day I kisad=ef loocked
around, and I found several teachers with their books! I was a little
. )
shocked, and I thbughf)l;‘ the students have learned all the words, they
(_(the teachers) ) e

should learn them too. Jhsivsvo,-e. the next issue of the weekly news,
in the editors column, I had a little short article inviting all of

the teachers and officers to join the students in singing all of the-

verses of the songs by memory. Az T was fo[(.iaj buj ‘mm was

o Lokt vhat I meant, s
e e X—aey- N
Lﬁz/&ng
T didn't know whether I wanted to go to school or not. [laughter]

1"
I just wondered what some of them w33 think asbout that-wthat little

"
smart upstart, what does she have to say, you know. B, yway, the
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next assembly I looked around and there weren't any books open. But,

to cep the climax, much to my sbsolute smazement, the Berkeley Gazette, ‘\'lv\c_
)

had read the article and they W :

—————

Benedioags- Vith full eredit. No one ever said anything to me. So, that was one

%

)ex\‘\ ac‘ ‘ w‘wt y

of the daring things I did, and it reaily went further then I had

intended. I hadn't expected iﬂ to appear out in the daily pe&per.

I thoroughly enjoyed \Mﬁ journalism.

L]
»
Another thing.,-seeswe had school athletics, and I always loved
/\
sthletics. {,here was one time when we had en important baseball

game. There wasn't anyone who wanted to go down and cover it because
. Tt couldn I

we alweys had assignments. go uncovered, so I wentf

and Z wrote the article on it;WI knew baseball backwards and forwards

because that was one of the few entertainments that we had in Imperial

Valley in the winter time, and so I wrote the article. fc_a'llowing

thew—cach edition of the weekly news the journalism class spent the

hat was their

entire period analyzing the articles,

Sormetme
lesson, you know. And—poy—thex said, "That was & good article. Who

wrote it?" A= :Chey usually tried to identify the person who wrote

t the b(ms, )

them. Meany times they knew pretty well from the way they wrote it
omrdd € do e

Well, they couldn't find out. I wasn't going kfml them)\(_’ they
pever did find out. But they voted it the best article}\wl‘-uouldn-‘-t—
do—thet—te—the=beoysr— [1aughter] That was enother funny oOn€e T=aEweyr—
So, I really enjoyed journalism. I did think of following that area.
Some of the sororities, one of the sororities in particular, wanted

me to be sure to come to the University of Callfornla. They yaf
mvo(ve one thi

eounae, were looking for people who woul or Q.V\O‘d’\ev

wzsn't Interesie
but I < aral that I would follow through with somethlng

else. I really wanted, primarily to be an engineer.
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Stein: Following right in your father and grandfather's footsteps.

Benedict: I used to go out on the jobs, I loved seeing all that construction.
Just
But Dad said, "No." There was/no place for a woman, no place for a

\@(\)fm-h) enpineering , J
~Fe, I didn"t A s.;‘-thoa-l?t vas neturel that I would go into x the

field of art, which is what I did.

said that no one could be a good civil engineer without going out

. on rov L\_,
smeylng/ewmm trips, and so on. Se[{ﬁat gettled it.

Stein: You were Just sbout fifty years too early. .
eneda. Yes, that's Just it. ﬂl Or +5> (SOLL:-S Ma d_)
h—mrma Schopl of S G0 @*’ I ke B

y\[d,( I had been teking Saturdsy classes) in art at the Cahfornla School of

Arts end Crafts, Tighb-etere— M{hey were in Berkeley, and convenient,
end so it was natural that I would go there, which is what I did.
Stein: Hed you pretty much majored in anyﬁ,ﬂ guess in high school in
those days one didn't major in enything.
Benedict: Not so much, no. Yo took a pretty general academic course)ani I
don't know what you mea.n((- mejoring. It would have been either
Cuer—Iuto—ee Journa.lism/{or French, because I had teken mul the
wey through. And, of course, I had teken the art. I could really g°
in most any direction, actually, ==& I followed through with mat%z:\aii
the way, except the senior year. w-ﬁlat was always a subject that T

g
liked, sad=soc=me= No, we dldn't specialize the way theat they make

W
up their plans sw I wen Tniaglt was
a school then} it co eg%ﬁ! M It s state <
6(‘4 dua/f‘e.s '
accredited for teacher tralnlng, Teceived the state certificate
+o ATt Srpec(in the ‘m gl s Chedts &

w—a\s\education =ecs ...;" e e SO e thTrOUgh
high school,"gé: Aaﬂ:E;at was & certificate that the state issued

to you in those years. So that was what G did.Me school 4

panTem, was right here in downtown Berkeley. It was x sterted in 1907T.
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Stein: So[g wasn't at the site that it is now, in Oakland?

Benedict: No, no. It moved to Ogkland. They bought that property in the
early thirties, sbout 1930. Then, soon after that, 133 or '3k, it
was accredited as a full degree~granting college. dmép-—of-comoe,
aou they give several masters in different fields of art because

+ao Is So broad. /
= g sea the field oan.rts now. IThey had a

very high standing when they were right here in Berkeley as a school.
Most of the teaekems=ef—specialized teachers of art in California
were Beessli a.dua’osns-g from the art school there. Soﬁt was quite
the thing. .g:égere again, I helped with the school publication.

fimptwsemst” 1 thoroughly enjoyed thei#® work there. It was a very oo
. Jt was oy [Frc/ericg
small, very closen;\knit schood . amily operated/\Mr. and Mrs"\Meyer
a

wy chanrane
who were/remarkasble team. Mr. Meyer —ef—eeuras, W e art, and

D.ae't'i'tia.] & .
MrsnMeyer 7as the administration. #&zdWetween them, they really did

a remarkeble job. But they soon outgrew the buildings there. [[They

Perha Ma 'hl
had some excellent beaehews.,. art teache;ﬁ{: mmoule was one, &and
i

and a ancthe
he's an outstanding California teachex)‘ Benyahdni Bufano was ewes

Beniamino

[Xa/ie:]
Pemedtsl: I studied sculpture with him. et Ame-Marty, Martinez, who is
tausrt dtere. )
an outstanding early Celifornia a.rtist/in oils) ey yeedely had

SOl

a remarksble staff. %{/G graduated,\there/‘ﬂ 1924

Stein: mgd you specialize in anything in particular?

Benedict: It was more general in those years. m But you had both

the fine arts and the crafts) ){nd you really had a broad yet sufficiently

detailed course in all of those related fields. Mf’%ﬁley were

gbsolutely determined that every student had to have basic fundamentals

ip drawing, emé in painting, @&y and in the crafts before they specialized.
-Dd:;j:t was a very, very wise basic school. By the time you finished

you were in a position where you could go in any direction/you really
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Benedict: had the greatest talent. You had real prestige in the teaching field,

and of course some went on into the commercial fields of one type or

¢ Bl G2, Teackny (Sb-head -

Stein: —WWhat did you ge—=omiwho after you graduated$d- “’\ (89S «

Seretttt A fter—Igradunted——

Stein: x ek odminat0a3?

Benedict: <Gewes I taught the following term, I taught both drawing and crafts
in the Stockton High School. They had an excellent art department.
Tt wes a real privilege to be able to fill in there for a term while
one of the teachers was away. 4= éctually, it was that—erea—thet—
Mr. Meyer had developed the art depaZtment up there )
years before. —E'l‘ey maintained a very strong department. That
was my first pos:Ltlon Then I went on to San Rafael as the high school
teacher and supervisor of the -smpdes—clementary school.

Stein: How long were you there?

Benedict: I was only there a year because I chose to be married the following
summer. Otherwise, I would probebly still be there. . [1aughs] But
that wes really a very interesting end challenging set\/up that we had
there. I still lived over hezé/e\gzl;\g e?ommu:bed weekends. Well, most
of the teachers were from other areas, they were not residents of
San Rafael. There were a number of us on this side of the bay. We
would teke the ferry back and forth‘-o;glat was really quite a chore
then. There were two ferries and one train from here to San Rafael.
Arremmine

Stein: You would do that just on weekends?

Benedict: Yes.

Stein: And stey over there during the week?
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and
Benedict: Oh, yes. We were all, or at least most of us were rooming/ax boarding

over there. WSome of the residents there M
-

teke in two, or three, or four teachers, qﬂréf course)in those years

they didn't have much by way of apartments, o; anything of that sort,

you—Xxzowsy so that is what we did.

Stein: AzR you were responsible for the whole lower grades?

Benedict: And I was the art teacher in the high school.

Stein: You had your hands full.

Benedict: I did have my hands full. [laughs] But I did manage to give them
some new work.iéte. I pioneered a stage craft activity there in the
high school because I was gbsolutely shocked when I saw that they
were having their school plays, and their senior play)aad-co-en in
the little movie theater down in the main street, with 4e two sets,
one interior and one exterior, W—W
*—Xhat's what they d&id=ese in those years. %Ihat was terrible as
far as I was concerned. So'{% made the scenery, and that was &
tremendous operation.

Stein: I can imagine.

sfw\ok
Benedict: We had nd,facilities or anything like that) P #ut amarwEy We
\ ‘ L
did, é::d.:ghey were sbout to build a new high school, and I had helped

=  The nsw
cempaign on that. A1l the teachers wvere asked to and we did. - B

scheel \ncluded \V .
Hey—treoTPoTEted-a vVery fine auditory/Aith a good stage for Ao
activities for the students, and they followed on through with the
boys and girls that T thoug’nt/{lnterested in the field of psteaging.

They really developed some excellent work over there, é[:t too long

=
after, a few years after that, I think they used to have ,in Marin

County (quite an interesting comty)‘( some outdoor plays in the summertime)

—

-

It was just a large community activity,






Benedict:

24

sort of a local type of theater group (I cen't remember what they

called themselves) but they would get together and put on these

activities) ﬁe major one every summer, gné’j;t was out of doors, X
Z Maron

wZat one of the large estates there in Ross. [[My older sistezAVas

living‘som there at the time, and she asked me to come over and

he

attend.A ?‘hought I would enjoy it/ia(nd I knew I would, and so I went.

I was Just thrilled with the production. gx,ghe had had something

to do with it, and so I was invited to go to their after-show reception,

emd=gesgn, and that's vhat I'm really getting to. sAnd—me I was com-

plimenting them all about the begutiful work they had done, beaut%fully

Theo, Sae b
created, and their costuming and their stage sets )
" cet-designer ¢
\gi:uld you like to meet the pewmson?" I said, "I certainly would. I

1544}
would like to congratulate thaew because it was so outstanding." Well,

'tm sa,u(j trck ine lotk al me af
"Oh, he's over there." ‘He ses—it-ohirgefor-tho—momentr

said,

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

A

"Oh, she's the one who started me on all this." Y conld have
knackeA me over | Of LU s, he wns &l JEawn k)

) y oy ) € L\IW"
and T dedwnw't réce 5 tina of

o Sz'Eose are things that are/guwiks interesting.

That was )
\w s=foa a real tribute({to your inspirational powers.

Oh yes, I?uppose. That wes one contribution I did make. Soltheimems
Marrigee dnd Family g (sub- head)

6"—/1 Qack %la\ Evgfha V‘t\f (cub-Svw —sz‘c,‘)

o Where had you met your husband, =

enter the—ririune~
Right here in Berkeley, through our mutual activities at the Northbrae

ha L

Community Church. We moved from the Claremont area, where we Asettled
(<
firstywe s g three or four years, end—'bhen:gle Northbrae,
wnS Z )
Thousand Oaks area, wess openingl\ d being developed, and Dad loved

the hills end the view, and so he said this was the place to move.

i@@p b{e bought a home on Los Angeles Avenue, wvhich od-semese is
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+his wrs (A 1913, and Cther
thene—were—rentty yeyr—fey

Benedict: powpmpe=dike right downtown, now. But

were really very feud p% there, / Wit
i o it was all kind of new,, people

A
eager to help develop things, Eere was no church out here in

derilan
the area at all. There was & retire n et Irom ene—of the—ehrurchotm—.
Fust-retired=freom Al ame da p~Presbyberien,, Who was asked taem to underteke
the beginning of a locel community church for this new area. #mg=l

had been attending the St. John's Presbyterian Church over in our
-

-

part of town; that's where we were all goi_ng'\ and so it was natural
that I would immediately go down to this one. It was just barely
starting, I‘c was meeting in the pastor's home, Dr. and Mrs. Frank Brush‘-um,
They we“z"e ?ronderful people. —Eey didn't have anybody my agei there
%ergr:ome little totsﬁnd adults. They decided I could tske care of
the little tots, and I did. We started the little beginners, and that's
what I had. Teesn grew toa.i)rima.ry department, and we grew, and built a
A into a
garagey—ar double garage, and turned that/little church, supplementing
the rooms in the home. Then they made the next step, %st of the real
estate promotion had been completed, ez Mason McDuffie ﬁad their field
resl estate building on a little triangle in Northbreae, where the fire
station is now, but they were giving it up and so the church made
arrangements to have the building left there and they would rent it.
-ﬁﬂ, & it kept growing, I kept taking on more. -Ame I had the summer
actlntles, dea.ljlng with crafts and so on. Of course, M AZK Was
natural thet I would do that. I ran that for three summers, I think it
waspwtwo or three summers %In the meantime, this family began coming
down there with WMWW&WM
fhree boys, and the oldest boy was the one that became a friend of mine.
He was active with the Boyﬁouts)@pa scout leader. &2, \éé became

very friendly, and finally decided we would be married, and—thab—as=—ib .

Stein: wwlat was his first name?
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be called_
He preferred to the—ehmisbened Jack, and his middle name is Sterla.

Sterla's really his first name buEAput that as his second one.

Jack Sterla Everhart. Tﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁé lived at Thousand Oaks which was the

r4
next development then. %Eught a home there on Capistrano Avenue.

So/ didn't teach twewe for al‘hlle. W

7
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Stein:

Iet's start .tbea- with the correction that you wanted to make ebout

your Soper grandparents.

Bt ob Tt A i i gt

Stein:

Benedict:

You were just telling me that they did not come out here straight
from Wisconsin. Now what's the story?
There is a different story. -Agﬂ;:gi's amazing how one can come
scross other informetion where one branch of the family has one
idea thenYE;;;;\Eigggjsomething that's more official. &=, I kexe
received & family history that had been worked out date by date by
date, and it seems that this branch felt I should carry it on, so
finally I opened it and mich to my surprise I found that the Soper
family varies from what I had believed and what my sisters had believed.
Treadwell Soper and [consults cards] Nancy Hannsh Evans SOpe IO
coumma—=thess were both born in New York, &s I kneﬁ) )%£e in Rome and
——
he wee in Huntington, Long Island. dkﬁtthey were married back there,
but then they Joined another part of the family in Wisconsin. fuade
‘géere we had felt that they ;ere there Just on a stop-over on the way
seciwe to California, they actually lived there for several years.
é:ﬂgzieir +wo oldest children were born there. They returned to New
Yoréi and then later came to California by ship to the Poramer—eroimm
thenr

Isthmus of Panama,'?verland, end then by ship up to San Francisco.

Az the brother of Treadwell wes in the area of los Gatos at the time,

end that was thre—seesen—bires~—hovw they happened to first learn of the
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Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

£z 08

area of San Jose. -Aagﬂae:éther than stay in San Francisco any
=

length'of time, they settled’very early in the small town of San
Jose, where Treadwell set up his cabinet shop, because he was a
INEeéwd cabinet msker.
I see. Is this family hist&y from something I could borrow, or
something, that we might want to put in with the interview?
I don't know. You're welcome to look at it and see if there's
anything in it. There are several pages where they track the various
branches of the family. You're welcome to look at it.
I would be very interested in looking at that because it's w=rr_
unusual tﬁi—:ecmls- famly& take,ﬁo{he time aand—-do Sometlcws

Wittt wrwld S
Yes, they dJ.d There was one branch of the family--and I/\have to go

© the reosro(s is fade
back ones because I had not known where I fitted

into the family before, so I do have that on there now. They lived

in Oakland for a short Bme They were here before we (that is I
should say %&% really were aware of them. ﬁn%mey
were the ones who really kept in touch with the branches of the family
in Wisconsin, &&gome of them had moved over into Chicago, so there
were the two locat:ons there. Aa&—:x;ley were the ones who really helped
compile the family history. Ané—gxey, in turn, moved toAPalo Alto
area, and Carmel. A==, Qf course, the older generations are.not
living. Only one of my generation is living.

Is there anything else we should add about that story before we plunge
ghead?

Well, I don't know. You see, I never knew the;n, so I don't have &=
personal ‘ﬁM\rJ?ere_, %M%gs:‘/ very small, and her

portrait is Just beautiful. Just that kxind of picture book type of

1ttle elderly lady that is just lovely. My older sister has that.
A SISHAS
Wﬁ)ealung of your older sister reminds me that I never asked you
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last time about your two sisters, and what happened to them.

. Nar'o"i . . . .
Well, my older smter,,\as think I indicated earlier, wished to be
& nurse. -ﬁzﬂ'l; was felt that that wasn't quite the thing that they
wanted her to do, and so she went to a private school %z training

kindergarten teachers. Reczawe Bindergartens in those years were
=2

really private schools, n&was Miss Bonnard's School here in
Berkeley. It was quite well known then as a particularly good one.

She did only a little practice teaching, and then she was married
#ug s '.4&
to a man who had trained in engineering, Sidney Hughl: Smyth—wisé-

Franas St

was etemidz from Portland. He and his next brother/\attended the

University of California, and his brother went into medicine and was

eventually F(gn of Wﬁc Medical

Schoo]? But they're the onéy ones of that femily that came to this
(S\dne‘ﬂ W%‘S_J a/ua

area . employment was with the Standard OilAin

Richmond for %while after they were married. Thenﬂhey picked up
end went to Peru, almost the top of the Andes, for a’;engineering
expedition that they thought was going to be very wonderful. M—I’c
was certainly very, very interesting. But they came back in about
two and a half years, -nad_q;zeir second son was born §owu therej
Jlaughet Put then they came back. His last employment was as safety
engineer with the state of Celifornia. Anﬁ—ﬁley settled here in
Berkeley at that time. M_Il;en later, when Rossmoor opened at .

Walnut Creek, they were among the first ones, they—wexes I think, in

the second group to move in over there. A& Tle since has died. My

sister's still there.
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T think at that time it did not have the feeling of professionalism

that it has now. 'I\}:at's my only thought on that. Jﬁ:ﬂ{m sister has
sonst  Fredecly S ey Huahs, § [(

two bﬁs"m is in Walnut Creek and a-)isv%m )l‘%raga. .goth live

over the hills. z

M%at gbout your other sister?

Z MQW\'Y\&
My other sister/\went to Mills College,mﬁglen)when she decided that

law was the thing that she was interested in, she transferred to the

University of California at Berkeley for her junior year, and she

went on through Boalt Hall, and received a doctor of laws degree sat

that time. Meﬁ&e had several legal positions, and her last

position = was W }&ithi:u: the

Departxqent cif Employment of the state of California, Dt
\Wvoly

primarily /\in the employment of women in checking through on possible

legs)l violations of the labor lews and so on pertaining to women.

el —Yes, She was a very capable person. She died in '65, in Sacramento. _

Stein: i, your parents w:-_-.r really L:‘rzza&{ll's3 %1 maw\mc} “W\?\F 90001\1”‘"

Benedict: They certainly %éé—l".‘ I don't know whatever started all of that. [laughs]
But maybz;f;:t’ting two of them they said they had to have & third M
because they certainly didn't change that route.

Stein: T'm interested that your sister decided to teke up law. Was that fairly
unusual for a woman(.;

Benedict: It was but there were more coming into that field then. In fact,

there are quite a number here in this area who were in Boalt Hall at

ebout the same time as she was. So there evidently was a period k¥ at

o5 &
that time/\that was opening up bbb field 4 women.






Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

- - et it i L AL e bl Lt

223

Did she get at all involved in politics? T know that law frequently
leads towm poz_rhéa,e, afﬂi\vﬁa’@.
Yes, she was very active politically. In fact, she was even more
vivacious in that field than I was for akrhile, but not with the
organization end that I was interested in. She had afﬁliations)
M but never in top elected responsibility. m&e was

=
with the Republican Women's Club. 'Emghe was & very conservative
person, and she became interested vezxily in some of the non-official
party organizations, if you know what I mean.
==, \g&xich ones in particular? Do you remember?

&

I would have to think sbout that. We used to have pretty hot

arguments at times. —

’” @[lvpﬁrﬂ\‘d.
I wes—tusb—geimg—rte-mention a few groups® w:,.the,\Republican

Assembly;';bh-e—%—er—-—

She hed some contact with them, yes, but didn't teke a very active
part with them. As I sey, she was a real conservative person. Amd
A&&a.ny times the party orgenization wesn't = quite as conservative as
she thought it ought to be. fazmghst~ She would 1ea:n further over

than what I cared to be. Beran=e 1 alveys had, I always felt)more
M-IL

wrs$ “+rue o~
in civic affairs, === In fact, everything that I did, as far as

of o sert-ef—a~practical re?-l-f;:fpoint of view in politicsf' :
thaX

that goes. But she was inclined to get very, very excitedf:‘nd

. -~
concerned sbout it. ﬁmi'_.ln her later years she was Vvery active g-lt‘d' 1A
= the armuEs She was nferesTd 1T

with the Birch Societxwéhat was one O /Kﬁt there were others.
These s
-I—s:::é.uha ev)er the movementwiley usually hold on to one or two
) the some.

cincuples
?i-‘s-e-cuﬁ, you know, and ¥=eey-she wouldY But she was really a very

sound person. Of course, when she was with the state, as she was for
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a good many years, she had to be pretty careful sbout being very
open politically.

to
Yes. It sounds like she wes-—sire—ome—swhe stuck wiiir principle above
all.
Yes, I guess 'tl'\,a;t 's I:Lsk.t . I think her legal training
had something to do with that probably, you know.
MB& she marry and have <:hildren7 Adrou—pgey?
She was married; thég;iwere no children. But professionally, she was
always Maurine Heﬁ&ann.

that
That's interestings=ee-she retained her maiden name hroughout her

professional career.

Loy av p o Pedvrnto Co 1-’(\"f‘> (8-*1'4 sulomdac o/\y

SHen .

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Lest time we ended up where you had gotten married and I would like
$uastrto|quickly [review the family side of your subsequent life,
because we won't be concentrating on it very much after this. Hub
\jr)ou have childrer?.
One daughter. That's enother 4&’: Marjorie Jean. [laughter] I refuse
to be "01d" Marjorie, so I said if they insisted upon Marjorie then
they'd have to have a second name.
fﬁ?l@id you cell her Jean, gf\a nickname?
No,zi used the double name.Aﬁzbout the only one who does. She goes
by Marge most of the time. And she had the nickname of Benny for
awvhile. She was born il\\q26.
I 3us¢ wondered Wwow you balanced
ing a Lam
with your political work.

Well, of course, I wasn't active in politics right then.

Mr. .Everhart died in '2T. [pause] Subsequently I went back into some
of my former work, my oOwn work.

Teaching?






Benedict:

¢33
T worked T
Well, first'in a leather crafts studio that I had, and then/\went
back and did some more studying in the field of art. &i@f course
E4
it vgrgepression &ime then, amd Ehen I did some long-term substituting

’i‘%‘%he Oskland schools, and established their art department in the

evening high school at Roosevelt High School
in Oskland. That's the Roosevelt Junior High School. They he
senior high school evening school there, and I set\:’,{;hot-up )%%en
I 3id some special work wisth—the—eugmenting the high school teaching
for—steng-beimm, with the adulte=biee Americanization Department in
the schools, where they had the foreign-born who were taking English
and other subjects. mé that time, there was a sort of a festival,
a dance festival, of one of the nationality groups to help teachers
of the work that was being done. M];, aroused such interest that
other nationality groups wanted to dlsplay their f;;:késs-e through
dance and so on, ex% It was a rather staggering idea, because it
entailed a great deal of work and more than the regular staff in that
department could handle. #G, they eppealed to me to help them out/
and do it. It sounded like something quite in‘t:eresting, so I did it.
‘—Il'iere were quite a few different European nationa:.lities that had
their native folk dances. ﬂaﬁ-% few had their native dress. &—,It
was a question of meking native dresses for the rest of them. -Amd

were
.§1e only thing that the department could afford/mmx bolts and bolts

=

:1‘ unbleached muslia. So, we got permission to work in one of the
wnused areas of one of the schools, where there was a stove, and space
where we could dye panimblea%uslipt by the mile .CH"We started in.

In order to have vessels that we could even boil the dyes in, we begged

and borrowed the five gallon--I guess they were kerosene cans$ they

were square, but tall. .An.d-u-w;e'd get the top’off emnd put wire
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Benedict:

Stein:
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handles over them, and fill them with water and put them on the stoves
to heat, and mix the colors that we needed. Oh, it was kind of a
wild and interesting session, but we got it done, and the women were
Just thrilled to pieces. They had their real pride and all, and so
that year they had what really turned out to be a festival of the
foreign born in the Oakland Auditorium. -Asa-'i{ﬁat started the annual
festival that they still have there now. It's great fun.%ut I was
very interested in these different women, they were so sincere and so
anxious to be good Americans and to be proud of their heritage and all,
so that was a great experience. I don't know, I think I enjoyed that,
although it was one of those crazy sorts of :m,iz»;rather
unusual. 4AxF I look back afterwards and it was a way of having a
natural interest and understanding of the various nationelities that I

enjoyed working with and helping in the political years ahead. -Z=tkink

E‘Een I continued having activities with the Celifornia College of

Arts and Crafts from which I graduated in '2l, but in the meantime it
had been granted a state accreditation foxj{;\{:%llegiate level, and «wW&S
certified for a bachelors degree in art education, and I completed that
work. MI;en I did start some graduste studies in fhe Department of
Education a.f the University of California, Berkeley, with the idea of

earning the supervisory certification. I had been the supervisor

in the elementary schools, but at that time the supervisory certification

was not required, and the teaching credential was sufficient. S I
\'\grskaw
did some of that, and then in '35 I married Henry)(. Benedictjwho was

on the administrative staff of the University of California.

Tead-le—intomentings In the #ha.ncellor's office?

Benedict: -Hewwss—imm= Well, he started dut with the}éntroller'sﬁ‘ﬁce, and

then he was £ manager of their insurances, and reorgenized =& that program.,
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Benedict: mﬁhnﬂis next special job was managing the retirement system.
&
They had so many different retirement arrangements that it was necessary
to get that all revemped. Then he was manager of that. M—'Elere
al o that at
were, sortﬁof combinations. He spent at least a year at the time th=b
the Los Angeles Normal [School] that was incorporated into the UCLA
| campusio\ahe handled a large part of that.

Stein: That's very interesting.

T how
Benedict: Administrative work, and so on. &= thet is ¥z Marjorie Jean became

Benny
?‘;‘)

! Senedti-ady Znstead of Marge.

-

|

Stein: I see. In these years before you married Mr. Benedict, how did you
menage raising a child and doing all these many things?
Benedict: Well, I was living several years there with my parents. That made

a difference. So, it was a combination of adjustment. She went to

all= =
%7) a priva%e&%garten , and through the first grade.
i . i Then in the second grade she went to the public school.
.[ Stein: i:sé‘FIl.lat would have bee.n here in Berkeley?
| Renedict: Yes, right he.rge in Berkeley. .Yes, I'm an 0ld Berkeleyan. . N

0 8y s

hoasnte ] v . )
) MM&% ecteat

4

- You were going to tell me a little
bit about your daughter, end—hew—mvech-sher .

O O
Benedict:  AdPpEEHE Yes, Marjorie Jean was born herfe in Sewleedey in 1926, amd

5 shot\l - =
- he was educated first in a private . presslokoidiit—SNeuinmancumar

through-the first wri-scomm gradeg in this private school, andethen.
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stein: Which school was this? I«{ RS ﬂ\f/ QW\qowV gc(f.oo\)'

Jenedict: It isn't one that is knownm now./xit has been out of existence for wanj
L & very smal sChoekf.  Nortw,

years ,:bae—%t m i% Berkeley, thet—was—a—very—amait—schootr—and
Y o '
“*é_ former teacher wiwo—med it. She worked very, very well

with the children, and it was actually an all-day type of school,
where they had supervised special play that would be correlated
to thedz dittde~-things that they were doing in kindergarten and then
on into the fﬁ&‘ grade. It was not really until thesﬁ%%‘t\)g:ade

S
that yem attended the public schools, and continued through axx af

® high school here in Berkeley. {
—Elen she entered Stanford, where she was a very good student :
and had no problems whatsoevec . She graduated from Stanford in
'46, M. She TEIXdy had
a double major, political science and economics. A

0)\ ()
as i he~tosi=ler
Sh I say, applied herself exceedingly well, and then s 4
€, y s apPP ;. ’ ‘

graduate work at the NMEUniversity of Californiap She had“not wanted
as an ynderooduate. ) .
to go to the University of California he rather

wanted to be on her own because Mr. Benedict was in the administra{\an

edaye—derrrThENt there,-ﬂ.aﬂg_—}— ﬁa‘ghe was going to be on her own,

hich was fine, and she did, I think, the right thing. ‘ C
Ag&ree, ~PTLL Tt -t
@she received her master's,\)then)from the University of Calif?mla 3
ke n COASL\{'VL\ONJ
\aw

-
-

Lu,é&b(&wt"—

although there again, it seems that

of-odusesien, she always seemed to have something else along with it.
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redict: ‘n.h'k_h_en ‘from there she did 28 some work here in Berkeley with the
Howell == North Yress, gmtthat wasn't really big enough for her
qualifications, ‘_She didn't find just what she wanted, so she
decided to go & other fieldsf!:i‘.'t?ul‘::s Angeles. But prior to that
time, all the time she was here in Berkeley, and I was active in
the Republican work—as a volunteer always'j’:she was very active in
the Young Republicans assisting in any way that she could with the
special things that was I doing, ’_ghe was a tremendous help-—-
very, very capable. For instance, in any c\>f the preparations for

*( the conferences or local activities that I was always into, she
could be counted on very definitely to wmlly be really a professional,
except that she was a volunteer.

Stein: b :.1 have a picture mf:drerxmm in your scrapbookg of her.on the
telephone...

Benedict: Yes. Now, that was in San Francisco. That was in 1960, when I had
the responsibility of all of the women's activities for the entire
national convention as the local Republican National Committee mem—
ber. The time she was doing that was when we were working very
hard on the %mmax fashion show lunch, honoring Mamie EiAsenhower in

the Palm Court of the Palace Hotel. She really was the PludgbsiL

main treasure, as far as the helpers were concerned. ﬁ_ghe really
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Benedict:

9
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worked along with many of the activities. And in campaigning--in the
campaignst,:hftwas interested 1%?6‘1‘%%%@;; Republicans/:-she was one

of the Young Republicans right along.

I was very interested in the Campus Young Republicans and helped them
with their organlzation work and with their, sy 7pract1cal edu-
cation inmem m.’\dvl‘;ackgroxmd of party organi-
zation for both major parti‘es) and how to go about campaigning, what

to do in canvassing a precinct or a district and so on, and' so on, &

laue/?
even m some of the aspects of fund raising.

! so -?gad all of that experience, of course, as far as that was

concerned, ‘—She went back to the inauguration with Mr. Benedict
the

and me. That was/inauguration of President Eisenhower for his

first term. That was a very exciting adventure, and interestingly

enough, this goes back to Joe Martin, the congressman, who was just

a fabulous individual there in Washington. ~siveehestuirerrroiee.r

. ; " ; il em—

He was doing some campaigning here in California just before Presi-
some of

dent Exim Eisenhower's election, and I saw to it that/the Young Re-
publicans had a chance to meet many of the guests, the national fig-
ures, as they came in, so that they weren't just shoved off to doing
the little menial jobs that had to be done, ‘ﬁat was always very
grea# Wel.l, at this particular time, I had some of them come
meet Joe Martin because he was such an interesting ﬁ:@'sand well
known in the press, aasmadde M}o at that

time, Joe Martin said to my daughter, "ﬂ#ll, I'll see you in Washington."

I said, "Well I'm not so sure about that."
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Benedcit: He said, "What's the matter?" ;

(I said, '"Well, you know we have very few tickets, and esssiemsssy I

.

give out all those tickets because there are so many wh? desei'vez'.'” 4
She may go back, but I doubt that she'll have ticke%;,&iwj <gcc\al Suon's.
He said, "She’\_will have some from my office)w O M su \Z@Q&Qu

And I said, "W:ll, that's great."

So we went off on that footing. ‘“u—nen we did go back, I xﬁﬁgzx.
"Well, I'11 call his office.'" And sure enough, his executive secre-
tary said, '"Yes, they're right here on the desk, waiting for you to
pick them up."

//R I never M suchamemory. Anyway, ## she went to all the things,
= =W As a matter of fact, one of the things that goes on
at these inaugurationseeit makes no difference whether it's a
Republican or a Democrat who is being inauguratedesall of the members
of Congress receive tickets, and of course, their tickeft are very
good. So when it's a Republican being installed, or inaugurated, why
many of the Democrats will give their tickets to the Republican
members of Congress because they know what it means to be able to
give out tickets, and vice versa. And of course, the Rgpublicans
had been giving out some tickets to the Democrats [lauéhs] just
before that.

f? Anyway,i fuch to our interest and surprise, when we got there for
the actual inauguration,Ashe had better tickets than we did [laughs].
Then, when it came to the parade, she sat directly across the, street

yy /LW:& nie o
from the presidential box. I was right next to #¢/ [Laughs ] We

had a great time. But she deserved it, and that was a great experience

forsitex for her.

Stein: Imagine!
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Benedict: This is sort of a diversion from some of the things we probably should
in a way,
be talking about, but on the other hand, no,/becduse it fits in wvesy

perfectly. ﬁaf course, when she was back there, she did all the thmgs

that everyone dic‘f

] V\Fr‘b '
So then, after this employment t&ere in Berkeley for a year or so,

she decided to go south. And she got a job--oh, dear, with who?--

[shuffles through papers]. That muét b”e./R}émington Rand ~






s/

Benedict: ASoImpahasuioa NI Yes she was with Remington Rand as a
systems consultant, and she had the responsibility of visit‘ng many
large businesses and small, reviewing their problems of equipment
and analyzing them and recomn ending ways in which they could be
improved and then supervising the installation. 5he was with them
for about two years when she decided she would like to do some-
thing else, where she didn't have to travel quite so much. You
know what those distances are, "SesemshimggepP She was driving all

4

gSo she was applyingavarious places, and she applied to the Jet

Lo\\bc(-(w\
Propulsion I!sbm under Cal Tech--California Institute of

the time.

Technology--there in Pasadena ( she was then living in Glendale;

and they were very much interested in all of her experience and said
PWE:y they'd consider it. JWWllam, She thought @, maybe she'd
hear from them, maybe she wouldn't. She didn't know. But the next

morning, she had this call--could she start in right‘ away? [Laughs ]

—

-

She certainly could.

ettt ¢ *?Well, she was working with the flights, and the first successful flight

d ‘KMJU

to the moon}/\ ..bet big &Lrrt accomplishment. You may remember that

at first,.jessdemees, they were doing all of these experiments and

4o
laboratory work-=2ERprritewssexmd=ss—gr~before sending a man im the

moon, yemedzrew. And they had not had anw success, but the
opprevedt ] .wuﬁ\‘vl vnmanw)

one that she worked on and -petreited¥?,] was the first
Q\«\kkﬂimoon Ch Itlcﬂ

1 &M-Lﬁgl!t- And it was interesting, because, of course, this was a

whole new field you know

—tee=

N> %w. S0 (MR ADLL W ,,
? &\ WAL the Soviet’\ as you may
recall, and so they really were pushing to win anything. Our own ’
}
program was Emaktiyx working very hard to really get it going. = £

AY L






YL

S Well, there

was a conference of the directors in Washington prior to this aq(\f)al

flight. n'Wﬁen it was practically ready to go, s representa-

tives of the different laboratories) or whatever they are, and some
wm

of the naval stations—wherever they were pullingAtechnical work-—
witrae tArL o - TPL.
jQ /(h-e manager there at Cal Te\:ah Msm—bak-}xas, of course,

there.







Benedict: So they were all working on a brand-new thing, and there was a

very close relationship :Ln %n work and also wn;h those that reached

out to various component parts of the wholefy lm;

a8 g—wmAnd the man--who was 'a very
)Qot .WL_ .
e director there at Ladsliwed» for a good

interesting man who was

many years—--said, 'well, he had a person who got it all done. He
gave all the credit to Marjorie .*

So Marjorie Jean was held up as quite an example, even though she
was a woman.[MfS-_Beneddt'Mo&mw/M ciied c&—?&-mam‘],

Stein: Did the work that she did actually involve engineering? Because s‘\-L
hadn't been working in engineering, had she?

Benedict: Well, the thing that she did was to bring in many of the parts that
were, of course, a combination of {migi@l engineering and the tech-
nical fields--all of the scientific, technical fields, which involved
engineering. But of course, most of that was done in these wvarious
AExXEX component parts and areas. And she got these things, put them
together, got them integrated, you know, and saw to it that they
were kept on schedule, that they would stay within the .budgets, CE
would be completed in certain routines, so that when they really were
to b e integrated into the whole, they were in order. Somiig, I'd
almost call it more of a management type of job, you see.

Stein: Yes, I was going to say it was more mf administrative, o~

Benedict: That's right. But in that early stretch, that's the way they classi-
fied them, and she really has continued in that field of assistant
manager, director-—-that £ ype of thing, over in the administrative

end. But that was the big breakthrough that really opened our aero-

space program. She has worked on a good man since, Wita-






Benedict:

vy &

ey on

e last ong LU the Mars flightpe-

(Jv%‘rmt
yendesshgummew:. The, she wanted to be transferred to a little/\type

for a change, and I think she WW

W is working on a good many different things now,

Stein:

Benedict:

-~ T R T T N Y Y E o e iy et (v Aoy T PR T 458 e i g e, oo
erthiifgs that—ean—be benefielal;—and-in-seme—instances F-maybe-neces

in--on-:-:“We rarely talk about her w ﬂé"because most of it has always
fshe ot
\ G s sty o, After post
been eomfidewtial.- PW¥ I never ask any questions, and ¥

A

-

see it in the paper or hear about it on the air, then I'll talk
about it," period. And that's the way it should be.

But I have seen her with stacks, literally a foot, two feet high,
just going through these reports and worksheets of different elements
that all have to be put together. They have to be analyzed, they
have to see whether it is something that we can really recommend,
or that we feel that can be done, and working against deadlines and
so on. And figures--ho! I don't see how she does it. Or how

any of them do it. Put it that way. But she has certainly w"an
integral part in a lot of that, and that is great. So that's it.

I think it's interesting that in a way she's following in your
father's footsteps. s»

That's right. That's right. It all kind of goes ‘d:?f She hae \ 3
A very orderly, business-like--and yet, here and there she does lots
of interesting things. She, too, is very interested in her church

and very active. She's very interested in music and is a real sup-
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Benedict: porter, subscriber to sympheonies—and—epera and mus epus and so on.
She is very well-rounded, as far as that goes. She is a great
travelier, and she and her son, John, are just fabulous travel}ers
together because they have so many interests in history/ and arche-
olog}; and all the backgrounds. For several years now,she has been
having "real interesting tripS, She's gone to the Near East and to
the B#itish Isles. Those seem to be her favorites. And she's returning
:th;; longer trip to a couple of areas in Near East this spring. One
that was closed off and she couldn't go into the last time she went[_Ir‘*"L-_
So she's going to do that, and Mother is holding her fingers crossed.

Stein: Boy!

Benedict: [%] I don't like it. Then she'll spend some time in Mand
the rest of the time in the British Isles. But they do their travel-
ing in a very--oh, what? Not only an enjoyable way, but they put a
lot into the studying of those areas before they go. And they go
with a real purpose of almost--well, an educational tr:‘ip} And she usu-
ally ties in with a--a short part of her trip will be m/m—
small group of maybe twelve or fifteen, (;nder the direction 'of
a specialized professor, some.times from Cambridge .“ﬁ
just depends what she wants, which one she goes with, b'ut there's
any number of them. w's a good thing she‘h‘;avé(;because
one couldn't keep up the intensive work ﬁpthe space program unless
they had something to balance it out, I think. Because she's terribly
conscientious, which is good. So that is really her life, pretty
much.‘?iAs I say, she was a Young Republican. She was with the Sweet
Adelines, the women's singing group here in Berkeley. lSl}e was

elected a member of the Political Science Honor Society when she

was takin:g her master's degree. And she was active with the young
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Benedict: people at the Berkeley City Club when she was here. She's really
an interesting person, and she's very outgoing [laughs].

Stein: Let mm, it sounds in many ways as though her career has
paralleled yours in being very involved in community and...

Benedict: Well, it's true. I mean, she has lots of interests and does many
things for many people or causes. She doesn't have too much time,
but what she does have:::hy, I don't know how she gets as much
done as she does.

Stein: Did you rear her to follow in your footsteps?

Benedict: No. I mean, after all, I took advantage of her availability when
1 s,j.*gm[laughs]--l guess I could call it that. But it came along
naturally because as a closely-knit family, wisser we were interested
in everything that people did, and she was with me in lots of these
things. & she had a lot training in that field, and I really was
a little surprised, I guess, that she majored in political science
and economics, and yet, that was the natural field for her.

Stein: Was she unusual in her generation in pursuing the interests that
she did?

Benedict: Well, there weren't many girls who were really politicall science
majors. As a matter of fact, imxkbkm at Stanford--of course, their
classes were small--but most of the members of the political science
dleartment were boys. There were some girls. Dedorrr=sEmrtiratmgierit,

HYRETTTS ~yéar; 1t was

W. But she really was very much in the minority

side of that. She always seemed to have a way of working very natu-

rally, I guess ome would say, with whoever she was associated with

‘CC\MIV,\\:‘,’
in the class. I mean, she never stood out as being a feomimine—whet-






Benedict:

think, quite an interesting life. And of course, the Jet Propulsion

Lok ons A
it a tremendous set-up there in Pasdena. And it is, of course,

Stein:

Benedict:

under the Cal@i)ornia Institute of Technology, just the same as the
University of California, you see, has the  cycld tron and the
Livermore Laboratory; ssrd=eom@ii'yow-kpesy where they do these things

under contract, a¥irhrespiruapyy-sanrethbinge.

Just for the record, let me just get what her name is now.

Marjorie Jean Boyle, b-o-y-l-e. Mrs. Henry J. is what her name was, [
ASAA

but really, being professional, they'm all on,own names. Although

in any of the other things, of course, she is '"Mrs. Henry J."
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WO Years unthhe State Kelief Adrainisheation S )23V-/73 6
o =tgitaRn, %d you continue to work after you married Mr. Benedict?

Stein:

Benedict: That was at the time when I was with the State Relief Administration,

so I guess I'd better backfup a little,thsd,

FCOMAP o Qi Oyl B R loipai=. I guess it must have been '33 that

some of the teachers in the Oakla.nd/chools who were mature and had

experience with some of the adult teaching,@ were asked to

help out in staffing the State Relief Administration offices that

were being set up very hurriedly right at the opening of the summer

vacation. There were sbout six of us who were asked to give up part






|
| W ere just waiting for a hurry-
7 graduated in social services so that they could staff it adequately.

d—ua-ﬂ—cmmw-_zf W&é %Ammmr %

ss at the university to be

-&; gome of us put our heads together and decided that certainly we

could give up most of our vacatlon/a.nd help out. Maybe{(t wouldn't

\tl O
even take that long. So, we did, |That was t&® great mass of work,

interviewing people applying for assistance, and I really was very

glad that I had that experience. I had-sw® been interested in social
a
service of & purely/personal volunteer type of thing, and then in as—

Hh recard
much as we were rather senior members of the staff--I mean wm\ e Jroaa-,u

-

, .
Ilaughs)z it was very good that some of us were weaidy-interviewing
some of the professional people who were coming in.CH:Well, anyway, we

were there working. They were not organized by the time school opened,

the
SO émost of us -Qzﬂ»'% found/=m challenge was tremendous%v)

Ust e
wéts/&"]?i'ﬂfd ourselves) but then that was beside the point. -Egt—,—gle

way in which it lacked good top orgenization and principles was something

that really bothered two or three of us, snicwai qnﬂgecause we were

more mature, and with a little more experience, we were assigned to some
of the special types of groups that would be coming in and getting them

interviewed and placed and so on. B::t-Een as it supposedly settled J

)

down)we were given some very tough, difficult areas in the county b
Neonail,
which were exceed:mgly depressing in some ways, but on the other hand,

“»
a marvel/l‘:;\s education.

v

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WAS VERY DIFFICULT WAS SEEING SOME
PEOPLE COME IN WHO WERE SO ORGANIZED AND SO GRASPY THAT THE
OVERALL DIRECTOR WOULD JUST SHRINK AWAY AND NOT SEE THAT
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS THAT CAME IN WENT WHERE THEY SHOULD HAVE
GONE. You SEE, WE WOULD BE SENT MATTRESSES, SHOES, MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT, \ETC» AND THEY WERE TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO PERSONS
WHOSE CASE FILES INDICATED NEED. WHAT HAPPENED WAS THAT »
SOME PEOPLE WERE COMING IN NJ?AKING SUPPLIES WITHOUT ANY
CHECK BEING MADE AS TO WHETHER THEY DESERVED WHAT THEY WERE
TAKING, AND THE DIRECTOR SEEMED HELPLESS TO DO ANYTHING
ABOUT IT. | THOUGHT THIS WAS VERY UNJUST AND THE PARTIALITY
SHOWN TOWARD THIS SPECIAL GROUP OF PEOPLE WAS COMPLETELY
WRONG ,
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. But they Just were)gmpletely irresponsible
N Tht wae th
lacated/all these demands of crowds of characters who would A

come in, an-d-aszaome of us really got terribly upset over some of it.

Buss #nyway, ke much to our surprise the work continued and continued

4
for about two years instead of two months.

STEIN: SO YOU GAVE UP YOUR TEACHING? \
BENEDICT: YES. STAYED RIGHT THERE. [|HERE WAS SUCH A CHALLENGE, SO MOST
OF US DID STAY ON UNTIL THE WORKLOAD BEGAN REALLY DECLIMEENG.
FORTUNATELY, THE DEPRESSION WAS EASING A LITTLE. THEN I
WAS APPROACHED THAT I SHOULD CHANGE MY REGISTRATION IF I
WANTED TO KEEP MY JOB., | SAID THAT [ WOULD CHANGE MY
REGISTRATION FOR NO ONE, AND TWO WEEKS LATER I RECEIVED MY
" NOTICE. THIS WHOLE EXPERIENCE PROPELLED ME INTO POLITICS.

STEIN: JUST TO GET THIS STRAIGHT ON THE TAPE: THIS WAS UNDER THE o ~
BENEDICT: THE STATE RELIEF ADMINISTRATION,
STEIN: WAS 1T DURING THE OLSON ADMINISTRATION?

BENEDICT: IT WAS IN THE THIRTIES, L THINK IT WAS IN 1937 DURING THE
LAST YEARS OF GOVERNORAMERRIAM S ADMINISTRATION, :

7ou could detect a great deal

of influence from Washington.
S 2= = s L ’ , cob
Benedigti—ic=-,

W ow & .
Stein: %59 4gr this allocation of things like mattresses( weuddebied- reflect

the influence of Washington?

Benedict: Tt reflected--the way I looked at it--the efforts to cater to

t know :
organized trouble groups. whether that came right through from

butr

Washingtoxbt\l always rather suspected that some of it did) ecause

it seemed that the changes in the orders and in some of their policies !

(






I
M,ﬁ@ﬂ% £
/ fjw/ ,ma///f’”‘j o
/‘Enedict: certainly were influenced in two directionsf/ 31t onfcerta.lnly
} lé.a.rned a lot about the popula.tion/( and some of the growing problems ,
-e;nd—ﬂere were two of us who really had some wesd= difficult situations
Where we actually teamed up rather than going alone, which is interesting.
Stein: Why did you do that?
Benedict: Well, we Just didn't know what would happen.
Stein: You were afraid of difficulties.
Benedict: You Just didn't know because some of them were real nasty. Ja:é:Eaere
was a little influence eemims (and I don't know, I may be giving it
a great deal of credit, it msy have been quite large) of real
radicalism, I mean real radicalism, which in a few areas was a li.ttle

(Wficth w2 € tne o the ‘e:».J.‘nsU
frightening. Amd-;:i-n@ne femily, I finally won over, thHAT is}

they trusted me completely, end—was—eore—of-the—deadersy—eand—I—was—kind—

of-interested-beoaune- I was determined they were going to accept me-
as their representative, so to speak, you know. It worked out xesiiy
exceedingly well, but he was a real leader, and he was circulating a
great deal of literature and material directly from Russia, exd-ihass
Ferr=—B T Ty—asey -[1-1ere was & little chain of these
people thmt—=mmid--I never could find out exactly where they would
get the word first, but they did, and they'd just tél;e over the place.
But they finally got the word through that I was okay, that I would
be fair if they would be decent. a‘aﬁr‘b}e was one of the leaders who
reaelly laid the lsw out to some of them, this one family. =3 I
finally went :hs-hém—ene—bé-mg up to the family there one time, and

a9
talked to hlm,Aa.sked him ebout a new arrival that I thought I had

(Thee new arvival )
s/é<zed up pretty well, but I Just wasn't too sure, was coming
'\v\“,‘Dp ne Neada frs T}
as a real trou emaker,w So he seid,

"I'11 teke care of him." And he did. WThere wvas Just

roblem 4
that type of bhi there. | It impressed you, that is if you were
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trying to do & decent job, it really impressed you of a wey in which

whet
some of these things are organized end how they can spread and e
hAVTE .
powerful controls Tt T got along. It practically put

me to bed afterwards. T wes slways glad that I had that experience. ¢

I thoroughly enjoyed those experiences even though they were terriply

rough at the time. I was there for sbout two years, and then they'd

gotten down to a reasonsbly small organization. But it certainly made

me determined to find out what was going on in the civil activities in
general, a.nd zjeally pricked my curiosity.

ssh aftercyou leff thé€ State Relief Administration?

f
{
As a matter of fact, I was married

I wa &
dy of leisure, if one calls it that. del=tt

So’ What did you do
I stayed home for a 1ittle while, while I recuperated. [1aughs] I

gave up)then) any professional work.

Jjust before I became a la

o

f\« "C"“"’.‘ . .
wt‘“\'“\! SM{ gm 133 to '35, and it was in the fall of '35 that I left diwewe,

*)tﬁ “

Stein:

Benedict:

AN AASRLY ‘1r£

1 : S
Kebiex (‘z‘u)\ LA

%ecause it was in '35 that Mr. Benedict and I were married, and we

were living in this area then.

Then how did you get jnvolved in the Republican group?

As I say, sipabmneadidp-aroused my curiosity as to what was really

\going on politically es well as in local civic thlngs qﬂnﬂ‘g_o[af’cer
>

1 had & chance to get caught wp with myself, I decided to find out,

and went around the city of Berkeley to find out whether there was

any organization of the Republicans, Republican women or enything.

4x¥” made some knquiries in the county, and thereH\\'ras a small orgeniza-
€N\

tion of Republican women, SO I decided to visit &%, at one of their

meetings; I got in touch with thenm. I attended the meetings and

wwré
and most of them,\older than I was by

"Jell, I'm not so sure that they really

it was, as 1 s&Y, quite small,

quite a bit, ap3-T thought,

represent me completely." But I stayed with them as far as that was
¢
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Benedict: concerned because I wanted to get & feel of the whole thing. When

L . veviewed The 1ssurs ane
the national election came along, of course, I always

Yhe a’mJ\r)a‘c‘s records and vok O ag . I Hhowmht
tasught-bhabowas=fimey—gwainy that was all that/{)ne needed to do to

be a good citizen, “yer-knews So(qwent into the headquarters and

volunteered to help, and see who gets together, %Zey had a lot of good

i )

workers, but it was f sort of a humdrum q@ type of an organization.

£, Th.at was where I began to really get into TN TeeA= el

- active politicel participation. aﬁ::d::_;t wasn't long before I decided

that much more should be done sbout it. ,In the meantime, the

a S (Wumber
Republican women had dwindled down to,\very, very lowk and;older and

were gettin
older, and it wasn't sustaining itself.gz/seaoar“.:ni‘—ur——I hed gotten
R@ﬁfg‘e_d Z ¢
two or three other good frienc_is. ne was Bf)nita Herrick, who was #Hae 4,

he was /
city councilwoman a little bit later, a very fine, dedicated

citizen, &%ers here in Berkeley. -hd;‘ale question was}
what she.l‘?L we do? ©Shall we start another Republica.n women's c¢lub,

or shall we try to do something about this one. hed, F-thrmght :ell,

I didn't like the idea of competing with them, I thought there should

be some way of getting the whole thing/goutgether. So, finally, several
of them said, "&5.-.1:,;& you'll be president we will stand behind you,
and we will build together a real Republican women's club that resdy
represents the average women." [[Well, that was what we wanted, and
that's what happened. <& % asaeddy enrolled many of our friends/( a_hQ

VO EIN
many/\whom we didn't know, but by then people were beginning to hear

because %"@"
about us y a we would have some good programs.Y Just a good wholesome

_group. Then a very, very sincere person by the name of Betty Chase

of Berkeley agreed to be membership cha.irman)

and we put a goal of five hundred members)'{ﬂaﬁﬂ]-WhiCh sounded wild

at that time. But we got them. MI) another year we went up

to a thousand. So, it was Just like that. But we did & lot of real



¢
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mo'\’\"—"\ G\V\\ Mb ?D{(jf\ca( wof‘( .

Bepedict: honest to goodness, W

Stein: Wes this mostly of an educational nature?

Benedict: it was, but it was building towerd cempaigns. But it had to be
educational, you see, to begin with to get & foundation. ﬂﬂqp_ghat
made it possiddes & marvel}éus recruiting ground for campaign: . “Eoo

= ’glat’s what they should be.

Stein: W=Z &g_as this group affiliated with the California Council of
Republican Women?

Benedict: W;es) \Jf ‘:vm a:(Cw Hub, ’

Stein: Why did you search out a women's group and not one of the co-educational
groups like GEMe— Co.\\-corv\:c\, Re P"\‘\\"‘”‘ DSS&MUU,

Benedict: Well, the CRA was primarily & young people's organization—-young
professionals at that time, and principally men.' dvd I really Just
hadn't become particuiarly femiliar with them. This is where I Just

__/ happened to be gble to get my first feel for actualwem fOl“h s,
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Stein:. .

Benedict:

the KA w \93%
My notes say 398M-it was organized You sgy that you gave a lot of

papers sbout the CRA f{Ceiiformiembenubiseen—iessxiiy) i-a'be-their

headquarters in Los Angeles.

I don't remember who it was who wanted anything that I had, and I
found a few things that I thought would be helpful to them. I've
forgotten the name of the person, somebody I didn't know. It was a

newcomer, perhaps, but they were trying to build a history. So, I

shll % to v
did send some things down to them. I,\have SO d I'll-gga::k

or—thetbild-lve—forgebben.. Bt 1t must have been sbout the mid-

ot thew were oroanized
thirties'or somewhere through thereYbecduse their main goal was to

find and build up potential candidates,g;at's what they were. .

Ihere really were some interesting people in the group, and of course

later on I did work with them, peebbyp=amer~ As a matter of fact, at

that
a later date, and I don't know, I'd have to IOOKM in order

to keep the struggling Berkeley CRA alive, they persuaded me to be
president/o{f it. I said I thought that was wrong because they always

had men. - I was busy with other things then anyway, but they
it
really did beg me to, so I dld,\for a year to carry it through But
/XS r(,‘\c/h('
there hadn't been a Berkeley woman ,in the years that we're talking

ZQWZ“CW OB SBIES | Centvat Committee (sub- head)

Stein:

Benedict:

Foddy—mew, 431 d your work with the Berkeley(Women.' SZ Republican lClub
-

then lead into your being appointed, or joining, the Alamedaglomty

Republican Central Committee?

Wit

 +he
Yes, it was rather natural that that would happen)/\)(lth <% combination

of both the Republican Women's Club of Berkeley and the campaignsw« ,

br
“basames I love campaigns. —fizughe< < did some kind of interesting






rilin &l

Benedict: things with some of their displays, because when you look at the
campaign headquarters they usually will have a lot of@press
notices and dodges &all stuck up in the windows, and just a hodge-podge

of stuff, =@ {o me, as I said, it Just looked like an old laundry.

Bepedies I persuaded them to let me do a real window display for them one time

(this was in Berkeley on Shattuck Avenue, the main street). I
ca.?'t remember the subject, but it beg-something to do, I'm sure)
-ib-\t}-‘ll:\-ou finance or budgeting or something of that sort, toeeuse I
built the whole graphic type of —B'\eme --nothing originsal,
but taking your S‘h"\ V\js " out to show the different allocations
and problems and so on. Well, anywey, it was a type of graphic window
display. They were all so surprised that even the press came to look
at it. @N’Mﬂ\ So, it made news .cﬁYes, I really enjoyed the work.
It made no difference whether I would sit down and address envelopes,
lickc’.»sta.mps or whatever it was, or talk with people, or get volunteers,
or do poll watching, or anything along that line. I jus;t thoroughly

- Yhuve ars‘t € . of tourges
enjoyed it? elieve in something, y=mxdew, and you've got to
do things in a very decent way in which you don't give up your femininity,
you don't give up your ideals, your sense of the practical things at allj
you're just yourself fieusiheh <5 'I really enjoyed it.%f course,
with this big%:i:trge of e grcwth-\a‘g the Republican Women's Club
and all that was going on with their immediate campaign and so on,
&P it was natural that I would be asked to be a candidate for the

-T ) b

county central committee, end—efieomese that is on the ballot,,very
few people even know it/ or psy any attention to it. But/I did, and

then I served on it for many years. I think I stayed on until the end
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Benejdijct: of the sixties. <fmé I served as a vice-chairman, and chairman, and |

Just worker.

Stein: When were you vice-chairman and chairmasn, do you remember?

Benedict: I—ecna-aercse-blrab-tbing=~ It was in the early forties if I rememnber
correctly.

ITape turned off¥ whwle Mrs, beﬂédlc‘f locates a rESumé of her ik 'ﬁa"c

k(,‘hw-hcs,g

Stein: Where we left off was that you were a member of the Republican Central

o The reaume
Committee. It says hereY19L2 to the present. &md 1946-1950 you

served two terms as vice-chairmsn. Is that correct?

Benedict: That's correct ﬂnd later for a brief spell as chairman. But I

didn't stay with that because I wes doing too many other things!
e Repudst
4 e #tate %entra.l omxnltteej-and- the CR&& campal gns , SO on.\

Ve
snd—eampaigas . And then I was active as adviser for the Young

Republicans.

s
Stein: w 1946 and 1948.

the rc’sume”jj
Stein: Adviser Young Republican Prganization in Alameda County, it says here.

Benedict: That was to really get them organized and work with them. And then

I worked with them Just in an advisory way after they got well established.

-

#22% bringing them into campaigns, aa:i;{';ose are the things that I

thoroughly enjoyed. I worked with a marveiﬁs group at the university I.I
7/

campus here in Berkeley, and involved them in campeigns, and -eks we l‘

had a great time.

THEY WERE JUST FULL OF LIFE. AS A MATTER OF FACT, | HELPED
WITH THE YOUNG REPUBLICANS STATEWIDE, TOO. I WAS ABLE TO
INVOLVE ONE OF THE YOUNG WOMEN, BARBARA WELLS, WHO WAS VERY
ACTIVE WITH THE YOUNG REPUBLICANS., I COULD MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TO THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE CONVENTIONS,
SO [ TOOK HER BACK WITH ME TO WASHINGTON.,
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Benedict:

ko~eE

—Seshinntem—tai—se=0n-. She became active there in the Republican

Nationel Committee ofﬁce)ae—e—job—pee-i-%ien-, and she is, has been

for a number of years now, in the directorship of the TAR organizationm,

that's the Teen-Age Republicans. It's a national program, -and
—_Interestingly enough she called me the other dsy,ax=® I hadn't seen
her since I had retired {E=mgisd= mghe called to say, "Why
=

haven't I heard from you lately?" Every year I'd send them a little
contribution. She hadn't been out here, but she said, "There's a
m;ﬁgat I may get out there before long and I want to be sure
that I see you." it's so0 exciting to catch up with some of these
young people that you've kind of helped along in one way or another,

Yordetiow | «az&:gery once in ewhile a couple of Jjudges g?the bench

s, "Well, you remember Marjorie, you're the

one who started us. You're responsible for all of this." [laughs]

-é:::iﬂally) it's very heartfwarming because we have had some wonderful
[

young people there, and some older ones, too, who aestdy have given

a great deal of good work to either the local level or the state leveil,

or the national level. I get real pleased about some of them, bk

Ches Toapiad : . ez o i DO TSIt

Stein

Benedict:

o (wcmen T Qe.pw'ahc;kn ‘Q[t;‘hé\SI Df\e Worvan's

T have aml{ ot ﬁ:esﬁms ,
3 ebout the /ounty entral

/ommittee. At the time that you became active and then were vice-

chairmen of it, was there apny sort of fifty-fifty rule at that time?

No, no.
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Stein: Or was there any regulation governing women in office?

Benedict: None at all, no.

Stein: Was that a concern of yours?

Benedict: Well I liked to see more women active and teking responsibility.

Of course, I'm nc&:&%ese activist feminine groupsy I don't

like many of the things that come out of thet. I think many times

more harm is done than good, or at least as much. It was always my

wgy of working to bring sbout women's participation and work in a

more natural wgy. And the way to do that, you see, was ofwaurse to
build a strong Republican women's group and have them accomplish
things/ﬁd have them become X successfully active in their local
campeigns so that their potentials are recogm'.zed) ,%’o that they

become known. &ﬁj:-hen, teoo, uéé encourage, some of them to be ca.ndidates/
Looctte—bhtiitypimooniida, On the regular beddei——ihe—megwier primary
ballot. MIn that way we helped build women's participetion in a

very 1logical, normal, solid way, on their own ebilities g.nd recognition.
A% you could also, of course, work at it in two ways; while you're
doin; that, ef—eeunrse. there are many ways R in which from time to time
that you can educate them about it. |

Stein: I was going to ask you ebout that. How successful were you at educating
the men?

Benedict: Oh, I didn't have any trouble with it. I don't believe in fighting them
at all. We Jjust sat down and worked together. I never said anything
gbout it, really, in that way, you know. That's to say, the only time
I ever did that was once. I won't say the only time, it's the only time

I really recall right off the bat. m%’a'u probabl:étget to that later,

but I'1]l mention it now so that we won't forget it. ﬁiﬁ, wlen the

enventitns
delegations for the national nominsbiens were being selected, -swh=tig
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Benedict: according tq qur rules and laws in Califqmia) I was -apey- the only
woman to sit on that committees with Governor Warren,end::ef—:mmﬁs;ﬂie
was governor then and the titular head of the state party. w“md=se= =
—I-hm@-eowe were discussing the different people who should be on the
k\e}%%%%?eof their party position and those who had worked and deserved
to be on, and eould be helpful in a delegation 99*;;. to balance
things out and so on.. SofI. said, "Governor,™- 3 i
ébe one thing that I ask is that this time we must have more women on

SA)
the delegation than were on last year." He sg\alg-, "All right Marjorie,

hew

$2e many do you have to have?" And that's the way we did it. {Feushed
4{ But, normally, as I say, things will Just naturally work out if you

“dedmé-ef work it that way, but.it was nothing for me to sit down in those

u Were +téat - =
and ﬂqj do—phdpdenrwy/as the only woman

early pioneering years -
on a committee, simply because I was working, or because of an office
or something. We never thought asbout differences. I never let them
think that I had to be treated differently. I mean, we Just worked
together. It was very easy then that they would maybe counsel with me
on any inclusions or expansion or whatever, and a recommendation or
a bit of wisdom that I A kbe gble to offer would be.considered.

Stein: mwane of the points that is made todsy by women who were working
Primarily in a man's world in politics or in business, is that what
they object to is that they have the. feeling sometimes that decisions
are made not at the meetings butwe,gat the bar or
wherever. ‘Did youws Pefcttvo that 7

Benedict: There are bound to be discussions that way, but I never felt that I
was out of things. I really didn't.

Stein: You felt that your input was taken as seriox‘zsly as anybody else's.

Benedict? Well, I could because I could sit down and talk with them at any time

T wanted +a. T never had anv problems. And-timromesnidaseemdbiaesaioumec






CE %6/
Tl aive o an ez mple .
Benedict: for<=me. m&ﬁ—as—e-ﬁa%er-e&m)the legislature, ef—course—we—

SEAS
Rave thompaubis—they have their pa.rty caucuses and-go—eny—and-weirerd—

the two major parties, whe-hed-tirein-eaveusess “Womhad—a-—and I assume

+his, buX
"that the Democrats didAfoo,Athe Republican //aucus was exclusively

wére e L
for the legislators. No outside pecple because after all if you start
having it for anyone outside of the legislators you'd be having
problems then with lobbyists, you'd be having problems with different
ones who had something they particularly wanted to drive through Se
y:::::mr— Az T felt that that was the way it should be. And it was
strictly q: P
held to very cdefimidedi. ! Well, this particular yearwem: I was
P
national committeewoman then;I don't remember the specific issue
that was up, but there were f)roblems in the legislature and there were
quite a few split votes where they didn't hold together a few times
when they should have. 4m¥ I don't mean to indicate that they should

always vote in a bloc because that, of course, shouldn't be either.

o< s
But, there are times when it is necessary to compromise etre=dsire

feelings on somethlng that is really very urgent, and show some real

‘(\ nstance
wenimity. Anyway, @e this particular/\they invited me to attend their
lunch that they have just preceding their caucus. ==z I accepted.

This was the first time that they'd ever had a woman there. They

felt that shrey—wrouid-heme——theyr—had the national committeeman, and

the
maybe somebody else from/K¢ party organization, could have lunch but
eveé nen &
O¥Ye VETY SE€ dom, almost never. <#néd=ge I thought that was pretty
sald-

fine, and,\suré I1'd make a trip up there and have lunch with them)
which I didp?Well, it was kind of amusing because I could feel that
they felt uncomfortsble because T ol din't Invite ME~Bey

te covme o the rest of 1h mceﬁmﬂz;.

Wt ﬁn&:{l‘ley talked it over, and they said yes they really wanted

Yoty lw\C‘f\ )
me to conreA, so I did. 5 \g&xen the time came, wcC VISI e {
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Benedict: and they asked me to spesk to them, and I did, emd—bkew 1 cewté put
gld«' t 1 ’
in & barb but I & aemds ssy anything specific. But I was emphasizing
some of the importance of their working things out among themselves,
and coming out once in é(rhile with some real strong unanimity, and 80

on. -&ﬂ:lt'xere ves something else but off-hand I can't remember what

) lu 1t o their wovic
it was, but there was something, &0 they coul if they
w WL sord cCan

wanted to. Afte+l_1, e're in a position where we eould really do a

good job, and it would make a great deal of difference,»@@..

g% I never referred to anything specific but gave them a few things

that we were working on from the national point of view, as well as

the state, -a::ﬂ—&en came time for them to go to their caucus, and

Hut I wuldn't e, J
they apologize sald, Tsten, don't apologize to me, I don't
of

approve of anyone e outside/the legislators going into

the caucus, you know thet." I seid, "Now go out and do your work,"

and I left. .

“,\ L.:{\A(_"\

That session was the first gession for a long timeVer=t they came out

«ith something solid. [laughs] It wes reglly kind of interesting.

But you can do those things, if you Just have the thought of doing it

in that wey. Now, I could have caused a lot of trouble there, you know.

I mean, those are the things you can do. ||Some of the Democrats agree

Mmee SaX (v o a
with me which is kind of amusing, 4eoyeai e I i
rmeeh :
Joint commi tted/ ;ﬂaoe down in_§outhern California, mew—whert—tm—bhe~

¢SS €
Unruh was there ) Ml

M‘MM there were several
leaders from both parties, and they argued back and forth. It was
around a large table; there couldrft have been more then sixteen or

twenty T
eighteeypeople there, it couldn't have been &ny more. 4z they Just

couldn't seem to get any place on & compromise , tkuge. I just sat the:;l

aned  heka
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Benedict:

I wasn't Joining in this heated argument! they were just killing
themselves. ‘_ 3 — Anyway, o finally

after they all seemed to have petered out completely, and couldn't

errive at anything, I came up with some sort of a compromise, =xd

‘Elere was this complete silence, and Jesse Unruh said, "Well, I'11

[

agree with that." And you could have put everyone under the table.
U prefterved 1t when deda €
Tmdom o Junsry .

[1aughs] {{B=, ret/Tight openly
When . .
too much, wese- you get people }gﬁm like this, you can accomplish
they'd

so much more. It was really funny. Sometimes/kkmx say, "Well, in

meetings she often will not say very much but when she does you'd

better listen." {izmghod Wellyaiimsiay-

q}‘ You were talking about getting along with the men on comiijiD

Casirms Norr—birartion Li—auibotl bieol

> . f never had the problem in ﬁolitics or anything

else of feeling that I'm a second-class citizen, that's all. And
the |
meny a time I've been E e vpvwan,

Stein:
there
éf—-bhom%re'\any-other women on the /ounty entral fommittee when
P2 early ’7 .
you were there¥; n those/mxxx years!
Benedigl . —Verr-mmeme=

Benedict:

Stein:
Benedict:

Stein:

I'11 try and see if I can find one of those ro’sters. I rather doubt
it. If there were there would just be one or two, because there
were no rules on that at all. But we did then bring in some so
that we have had a goed representation of women.

( icymeﬁ1u:%? )
Was tha¥ you specifically worked on, bringing more women in?
6h-yes, I did work on it, sure, }5 that indirect way.

Did you encourage women to run for penige-office?
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BENEDICT: OH YES, | WOULD DEFINITELY ENCOURAGE THOSE WHOM I FELT couLD

Stein:
Benedict:

Stein:

DO A SENSIBLE JOB ON THE COUNTY REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEES.
I MIGHT DO THIS SUBTLWY BY ASKING A CHAIRMAN--ALMOST ALWAYS

A MAN OF COURSE -- IF HE HAD A WOMAN ON THE COMMITTEE WITH
WHOM | COULD WORK ON MATTERS DEALING MAINLY WITH PARTY
ACTIVITIES WHICH | WANTED TO BE SURE WERE COVERED IN THE
COUNTY. AT FIRST THERE WEREN'T SUCH WOMEN, AS [ KNEW, BUT

MY QUESTION AT LEAST BROUGHT THE ISSUE TO THE FRONT. THEN
WHEN A VACANCY DID OCCUR I MIGHT BE ASKED TO SUGGEST A WOMAN,
AND WHEN [ DID, [ USUALLY ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SHE MIGHT BE
ELECTED A VICE-CHAIRMAN, IN THIS WAY SHE HAD A POSITION FROM
WHICH SHE COULD ORGANIZE WITH SOME AUTHORITY. ALSO FROM

THIS POSITION SHE COULD BE APPOINTED CHAIRMAN, IF SHE WERE

A REALLY CAPABLE PERSON, SO YOU SEE, [ cOULD GAIN MY POINTS

BY COMING AT THEM QUIETLY AND CAREFULLY.
ﬂ,ai:lhen in time,. you see, f

if they felt they had a good woman candidate who would be on the !

-
-

ballotAand I guarantee everything I.say more or less, but I mean,
their accomplishment would spesk 0 ‘elf—a?:t{en they would not
encourage too many men to run so that it would make it possible
for them to win their election.

So you had the cooperation of the men in this?

Sure, oh yes.

Well I think that might be a good place to stop for todsy. e~
+ime
'bhﬁrwex’wés what I would like to do is pick up with the }[cate

/éntral mmnittee and your eppointment to the /gfste //entrgl t
: ele ctisn ‘
/Zémiittee. b&q;a‘t vill lead us into-your appoe.—ai%oat as national o f

e . . O, - "}
conmltteewoman.w)\yn t STt 3
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Stein:
Benedict:
Stein:
Benedict:
Stein:

Benedict:
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Stein:

Benedict:

/.Stein:
Benedict:

Stein:

I've reproduced, I forgot who you said all these people q:ére.

in the picture. It's a picture of you on President Eisenhower's
arm. Now who were the other people in the picture?
This was in San Francisco. All those in the very back row were
San Francisco pe:ople, plus the ;ecret ervic% and the manager of
the Saint Francigﬁwas the one immediately in back of me.
Oh, is that the one with the little mustache?
Yes.
He was the manager of the Saint Francis. Now when was this?

'
This was in 'é;: Well, that is that campaign.
I see, and this is before the campaign.
Yes, before the campaign. Ohy—dear. The one_:?o has moved

Mussechusdis, Ratfienne Hewar

was the national committeewoman froeAﬁsa!Ed And she moved right
as that picture was taken. Aad {he one right in back of her was
someone from Wéshington, but I don't remember the name.
Is that the person on the other side of you?
Well, in back of me, yes. I think he was on Eisenhower's immediaee
campaign staff. Either that or/ecret %arvice.
I@)the person..?
With the light suit.

Hithjeight suit. Oh, I see. Yes, who looks as though he's

guarding you.
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Benedict: That's right. And I think he must have been--because I don't
recognize him as/(ational ommittee, but there was quite an entour-
age, you know, that goes along, cﬁﬁ back you see -there at least
two of the security people coming out. Because we stopped, but we
didn't go down in a set gh'iéjgegrfor a photograph. This\:taken so
that really, Katheri% are the only ones fron;

}(ational ommi ttee there--or political people. And the other one,

I'm sure, is them. campag rcth&voLa:\‘\\rc,

Ww s .
Stedin: Okay. And this ﬁphotograph of the Leonard Hall breakfast?

Benedict: Yes.

Stein: T EOuIdy‘;; tell me a little bit about the circumstances of

that meeting--what the group was and why you were there.7
Benedict: Well, this was in Los Angeles, right?

Stein: I don't know. It didn't say on the back of the photograph.
aréc- p
Los AngeleS/,\ e —

whie A

n

This is a Negro group, a minority group &=at MacIntyre Faries, who
4ron Los Awgeles Cowifuq c

was Y§¢ national committeeman jat that time, and I were very interestecﬂ&f‘

Benedict: I'm sure it was, because these people are from

the
a%(’did a great many things with and for/minorities. And this is
he qre .
one of «It is a--[pause]--oh dear, what wastheir name?
[Pause]. They had evening meetings, and they were very dedicated
ot o aclive
peopleé__"fbeagwanted to Lewedsy be,{\part of the Republican Party as
a really integrated part, and we attended eedr meetings many, many
times with them. This was at one of those times. We always had to
be there for their installation meetings every year. In fact, they
wouldn't have one unless we could be there. The date would be
changed. Bub=ihei-o—teellymshatathmtmas.. It's just typical of
many meetings and things that we did with and for the minorities.

[Pause, apparently looking looking at pictures]
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Stein:

Benedict:

&7

LSP

And then, this photo of you with a large group of women in Senator

Onall
Knowland's office--Mrs. Gheties_thought that she recognized Lucille

Hosmer.

Well, she certainly was there, wet—msht ittt enenrdptabariy—"

e

Al e e S osymbaimes) And Cecil Keny on——tlonivetnpyuulamumetends |

r. She was very active in the

fodonleoms cdmWpnend  QUOSA |

/F/ederation. Very &onse€rvative an Avery stronm—a ggod organizer, esm#

&
#er husband was,fund raiser to a fair extent. She was president of
Lican Grrmuen :IM .
the Southern Califomia'\ﬂ in the Southern Division. She went on

to be the state president, but-her—reoul=work=was-din—SaiMNarinow-
feubo-—ariresbwel=on.] . Yes, that's who this one is.

\ S,

genegict:
giednicy.

Benedict:

e SOW"
Stein:
Benedict:
Stein:
Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

That one 1is mrﬁosmer.

Oh, that's Mrs. Hosmer?

A It looks like her. This one is Cecil Kenyon--that's right. Right

'

there.

On the left. Now, wait a minute. [Long pause/] I think I'm going
to take her out and put her over here. That, I think, is,..-
That's what Mrs. m thought.
Yes, there's another on¢who looks very much like her, but I think
that thag one is. It's her stance there that--I think she is that
one. AYes, we'll settle for that.
Okay.
1 let the various ones always stand in front so they have a chance.
I'm peeking over..w

t— fo me
fEaughxl Yes, [laughs] I/\ took a little whi e7to find you the first
time.
Yes. Of course, if we were going by protocol, I would have crowded
up in front and said, "This is my place,'" but I always let the others

go on in front of me because it's important to them when we get there.

But that was that. This was one of the conferences, the women's conferenceb

that we had FV R
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tatd alex
Stein: ( LCfs, stwme—dw=with your work

with the R.F/publican State Central Commi ttee and the Federation of
Republican Women. You mentioned last time that there was quite a
story there.

Benedict: Well, that's really the way I went into the field of politics, aﬁd
I doubt that I ever would have been ){ational /ommitteewoman, and 1'd
say I shouldn't have been unless I had that type of experience. Un-
fortunately too many just go into*t%e ational Amnnittee spot without
enough varied experience. I think that in every state where they have
variations of their ewpessw$ local and stat{f‘wide organizations that
they have to adapt themselves, of course, to whatever is there. And
some of them really do not have the experience of working with the
wide variety of organizations that_gic‘l‘xéve.in California. W)Z/'re really

i

rather unique, you know. But of course, as far as my beginning

K |
2



I L LI -
B “.“.. rie :u.nnq."!!.{......-.. -
: .r ..... ! .".. ...u..._ﬁ

| : S ol .._1 N. .... :

2 h-_......-_._._._._
: -1 m T
Bl .._..u..".u..m_.._ o

| | llb || ‘



Benedict: was concerned, was with the Republican Women's Club, the local wm
club. I think we covered that a little bit, coming from the State
Relief Administration and the?énto that. So I believe we have the
record of the general development of that club, where we r9@11§

built it up to a thousand members and really did a job. But—adeng

g e L

ell, one of the things that I realized that was so absolutely
necessary was that the women needed to know the general organization
of their Republicané?grty-—or Democratic,f;rry, as far as that goes--
whatever party they were affiliated with. In this case, I wes working
with the Republican women. And they needed to know what the state
organization was, what the divisions were, what the county organization
was, and how their work should be integrated into the all-over plans
and policies of the official organization. ' Of course, that was
pretty difficult because many of our [laughs] dea t women--bless
their hearts-—dmst as far as they were concerned, the Republican
Women's Club was all there was to it, you know. And it had to be
related into the campaign%and really integrated completely as far
as possible.
%;alt was necessary that they would realize, for instance, there was
a county central committee, regardless of how weak it was.;:;-;;;;r~
-4222?:£at was, officially, the head of the Republican activities in
their own county. And on the state level, it was the same thing.
The county had to tie in under the state program and direction.

And then, of course, the national committee. And by the very fact

their membership is set up in state laws, there are only a certain
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Benedict: number that serve on, for instance, the county committee. And they
are elected from the different &£ssembly districts. Well, what is
an ASsembly district? ’Etc"et;:) I mean it just was elemental.

But when you had a county ceﬁtral committee, it was very small, and
they couldn't possibly fill all the places, all the responsibgfies
of campaigning in the districts, in the precincts, and so on. And
that sheee-was the place for them to be active. And so on and so

on.

ﬁzé,ft was very illuminating when you really got right down into it.
So I finally made out charts for them. |

Stein: Ah!

Benedict: [Laughs,J Oh, yes, I did lots of things. But realizing the neces-
ity of a natural place to go for campaign power, or people, it was
very obvious that mogé:gtganizations had to be organized--volunteer
organizations. So X kexk®# besides building the one in Berkeley, I
was very active in doing what I could to organize new ones in other
parts of the county and where there were a feﬁ/'very small ones, to
bolster those considerably. So I guess you could say that I went out
to do some real organization work. But that's the onl& way you're
going to get things going.

—;ﬂ Then we had the potential of the Young Republicans. Theoretically,
there was always the Young Republican organization, but find them
sometimes, you know? So I worked very closely with the group on :
campus and some that had graduated, of course, amxdxwx or didn't
attend the university, and we really did quite a bit with young

Republicans. In a couple of instances, they became so interested

in campaigning that then the high school chaps wanted to be included,

so I took them in, too. [ﬁ§rgh&ﬁl
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Benedict:‘ﬁ;ut then here in California, we had the complication of cross-filing.
Of course, that was a complete mystery to every other state. I
had always had questions on that later on. But that had to be
explained, as to what it really meant and what, as Republicans,
they still needed to do.

‘g’ We had with the cross-filing and all this other complication, you
know, the organization developed that was completely separate,
and that was the Republican Assembly. And that really started
here in Alameda County, primarily because thereﬁ===; a group of
young men who wanted some change in leadership, and they decided
that the way to go at it was to build some candidates--pick out
some candidates and build them. Didn't make any difference about
anything else, that was their purpose. They were not interested,
primarily, in the party as a whole. But they were going to do that.
And they were, as I say, entirely independent. They were not in-
cluded in the all-over party organization in those years. NOw
they are recognized as an adjunct to the Republican Party organiza-
tion. But not until quite recently has that happened. But there
they were;:eagef;agreat potential, and they-were willing to really
get in and campaign and work and help put money in and so on. B _

ome way or other, we had to have something coordinated.

%I}‘le Republican Assembly grew quite fast throughout--well, state-
wide. Not in every county, but it was not just located right here,
although they were really instrumental in getting it going. So
I used to work with them, too. I wa;:#i:be;)lintﬁllt-and I was
the chairman of one of their units ‘here4Berke1ey because they

didn't have anyone elmse to bring it uwp, so I did, along with

the other things, because to me, all of these things had to go






Benedict: together. You can't go in all directions and come out with a
net result. I was on the founty -¢entral /onxnittee, you see, here,
too. And in that way I worked around, trying to bring things to-
e T jooe e
_ gether always, with the women as well as the men, but always urging
more organization of the Republican women. They're the ones who
ha d the time to go out and do a lot of these things, as volunteers,
¥ ou—krows
#Anyway, when I really got in and got those things started, why
naturally it was logical that I would be appointed to the/étate
),/entral/ommittee, and I was, back in '44. I noticed the appoint-
ment dated '44 as I was going through papers. I couldn't remember
how long ago it was, but it was then.
Stein: Who appointed you?
Benedict: It wassjrsfeanator Arthur Breed. That was his paper that I just hap-
pened to thumb over. I've got stacks of files and papers that I
have brought up '\m Iz'?:’kind of weeding them through and [laughs]

. s

I've got to through_A--I've got them all mixed up again.

Anyway, That, I'm sure, was '&44, boeeuserididwrieaptuptun-smathios,

then interested first-hand é.‘f" the problems of the statérwide organi-
zation, although I respect‘/dzft for what it theoretically did.

Then I became very active in other areas within Northern California,
in encouraging the organization and growth of the organization, pri-
" marily of the Republican women's clubs and Young Republicans. M’-Q

au-og{i %m‘in!é, because here locally, I was particularly

interested that we w all pitch in and do a real job for not only

[ ZT
our immediate Califomiaacandi ates, but also for Congress and tire-

U.S. Genator. 5o I was active in the campaignjythat we had, £111ing
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camPAYN
ijn the local offices. ' Then the one,that I really took charge of

N
completely was the one for the election of John J. Allen, Jr. in
1946. I had set up the office, the headquarters) and ran it for
that ﬁngresdional district. I can't reaall the name of the
Democratic candidate, but he was in those years very liveral.
He wouldn't be considered ﬁarticularly liberal now, [laughs] I -

don't believe, but he was then, as far as our thinking was con-

cerned.

t e J;‘ICOW\ AMC) 4.

Z‘Dw{,mim

\

)

oysera
#ational @_ommittewoman

W headquartere were in the same building. It
——all i Tx Seams evilasmnscs

-

was kind of interestingf-that added interest, too. But we had

her] ‘
a very interesting situation, where Professor, 0 egard, who was Odega"d—

e ond.
a very dedicated Democrat and a very outgoing person, invited the :
Te Claroe \mrfwr

/Ato come in -d =& representatives from G YA

Wto speak to the class in political science that he was

giving. I always stuck to organization and functioms. I never

got into issues, because I didn't think that was particularly the

place for partisan politics in that way in classes—-unless they
Stopion

were going to have #particular'\where it was all going to be--

they were on that basis.

#Anyway, he decided that he would like to have some of his students
, :

serving not only in the Democratic headquarters, but also in the
Republican headquarters. So :he gave them their choice, and he

called me afterwards and said he had so many that wanted to be»n 4404/"‘“
éo I said I'll be very glad, but they will each have a personal
;ntewie‘a, which I will have with each omne who wishes to--[laughs]

I wasn't going to have any double-crossing--and they t=y would

have instructions. It's really education in campaigning. They

will have a full range of experience, and at the end of the cam-
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paign, I would like to have a report from them. He was floored.
[Laughs ] So anyway, he agreed, and we made appoint:men‘ts.. o I
said, "I'll set aside time, because I want to know each one indi-
vidually that I work with." And much to my surprise, because

I hadn't anticipated it all, there were more who wanted to come

and work in that campaign than in the Democrat campaign. I don't
know, it was very strange.

About how many students did you have working with you on the Repub-
lican campaign? Was it about a dozen, Or .~

N}f, it was more than that. It was more than that. Probably about
t;wenty. And each one came in, and we had a good conversation and
went over things, and I got the chance to lwwdwesf knww them. 4%
W‘lenever there were different things to do, after we got into the
campaign, I would go ovejxit/:with them all, I mean the Y¢ung Republicans
and the students from his class. Some of them were Republicans and
some of them weren't. So ‘that they would have the advantage of
béing with some of the Y({ung Republicans who had campaigned with

me before) /Z‘hey would‘ be teamed. I always had two together. I
never sent one out alone. Usually it was in teams, and part:l.cularlyw
when there were new people that I didn't know, a‘:éohadn't worked with
kxkmxe us, so they knew what to do. We would.have our briefings
and so on. That was how 1 got them going.

Every time that we would go out, when the time for actual precinct
campaigning was concerned, we had everything outlined, so they had
everything down pat for real campaign work--door-to-door, or whatever.
After they would come back from a day like that--because we always

did it on weekends, you see, for students--why, we would all get

together. And I would serve donuts and coffee or somethingd,, you






Benedict:

know, Coke or whatever it is they wanted. And usually, I would be

able to haverne official from the Republican 7/arty, maybe a congress-

man, maybe an assemblyma_r_l) or a state senator, or a chairman of some-
thing, yoeu—kmew. So that they always had someone to meet and to -
hear from and mingle with. And that, of course, was one of the keys

\}A-e.re,s&, '
of keeping thiaga=gaing—migaliy. We really had a great time, <t

g \{a'won ‘that campaign, and that was'a new district that we had not

had for some time. That was our district, so that was: _g.reat.
And then of course-tjo‘rx m‘;t‘:ﬁ:;tums Jm-w;nd doing
all these precinct jobs. 3ﬂt was an all-around, step-by-step
education. And I think everyone really shoul?because mse
they don't kn\_,ow what in the world [laughs] the sum total of votes
means, yew=haew, iUy
Anyway, $w I was very much interested and surpitised when this was
all over and the reports went in %o Mr. Oilé.gard from both head-
quarters. He just couldn't get over it. [laughs ] He was so
surprised. He said, '"You have”really just given a tremendous
education to these“-—-‘-‘fﬁey‘ were all excited about it. It was
fascinating, just fascingting. And he said, 'You'll b'é interested
to know that the reports from those in the Democratic headquarters
were principally ad@ressing envelopes, sticking on stamps, stuff-
ing envelopes, and that type of thiné." So it really was very,

an() rewa et
very interestingp Wﬁll':%that made his toryM along with other
things, m‘.ﬂ)So it was more or less natural, in a way,
that my time would be spread out to go into other areas, other
districts, other than my own, Alameda County. And I did do a

good deal in encouraging organizations of all segments of the

party. And we got really a lot of organization going among the
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women and the Young Republicans throughout Northern California, and |
of course as I went on, in.%*mfﬁ;eas, too. And because I was doing it \k
here, some of the Central Valley and Southern California, of course,

would want me to come down there and speak to tyeir groups or help

them out, and I did. I.mean, after all,jthat could be done was

part of the sum total. And so I was with the/ﬁ%ate’zéntraIJZGmmittee-—
oh, I don't know--from then on. I was on the ?Eate/ﬂéntral,cammittee
through—I don't remember whether I accepted an appointment in '60

or not. I might have, but I didn't accept anything after that. I

said, "Let the others do it," because I had had more than my share,

and I wanted to do other things. I would still be active, but—dm-

the way jp whiehrTwas.— . 7 .

s ... - — * P - L
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# 1 wdfced closaly with the Republican National Committeewomin for ¢

California, who lived in Berkeley. It was Jessie Williamson.
And we worked very differently, as far as that goes, but she was \

free, and{plenty of time, and she covered the state spasmodically.

She was a persong,.when a thing had to_be done as far as the electionﬁ”/d?"

H e 7YY cad
@£ the organizationgelections,if the stateg.would really put her

A
shoulder right to the wheel and would go in for just plain hard .
politics and get those things done. She also would be available
for speaking to any of the organizations within the state. She

attended all the meetix;é of the Republican National Committee and

"l’bp& Ahise Mﬁf»#““o\‘ ‘
was very loyal in carrying out anything ,\entailed. And ‘K{/uk

“hoa LovuR
attended‘and always participated as a member of whatever committee
A working
she was - assigned to, because we were always assigned to/committees
for the conventions--I mean, all national committee members were.

QSO, on the convention—it's hard, because I go in so many different

directions. Well, put it this way, and then I'll backtrack. In
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the convention of 1948, which was held in Philadelphia, if my memo-

ry is correct on that. I think it was.

Yes, I think you're right. Yes, it was.

She wanted me to go back with her, and she said, "I think you should

go backy st I can't stay with this forever," and so on and so on.

I said, "No, I'm not going back." First, frankly, I saw no reason

why I should spend that much money'to go back and just be uncom

fortable. [Laughs ] In the hall and so on. I was very happy

wad

just to stay right here in the state and do the things I*w doing.
Ahe Lonvertion

And I did not go back,\ There were plenty who wanted to go, as far

as that goes. There're always too many, but she figured that I

could really help her) emghwwowss, but I didn't go back.

-7T'Now, I wanted to b4cktrack on the Egpublican Assembly because they

had a very important part in bringing younger people into the state
government, particularly, and also trying to get them into spots

on the congressional level, teo, but primarily in the state. And
that was where EXfl Warren, you see, came in, because he was here in
Alameda County. Alameda County was the real hub of the Republican
Assembly activities. They were determined to get some:of the people
they knew, some who would not be too conservative, would not be

too liberal and who would be young enough to go through a couple

of terms and do a good job, and so on and so on--be close to the
people and all that type of thing.

So, Eﬁil Warren, of course, was our district attorney here, part

of that time he was assistant, and so they were well acquainted
with him, you see, through these steps, and @ he was one of their

men to promote. There were some others there, too, who came along,

1,9
but their big interest was primarily e the governorship. So that
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tied in definitely eea, with this period, and all of it really I
focused together, and we pulled all these things, you might say,

more or less together,
Nodbiy—erywny . .

Let me just ask you about the Republican Assembly. Who else besides

Warren do you remember working with?
Butch Powers was another. He was a lieutenant governor. Frank
Jordan was one. He was more mature, but was one of the younger
ones. Of course, they helped on John J. Allen because he was a
newcomer, you see, coming in in those times, ¢ 1'll get my head
thinking on some of the others in the state offices. They had

s
Gardiner Johnson for the state legislature. d\%{‘;ﬁ) Caldecott
came up with much of their support a little bit later. Not so [

muchhlater, but--they all kind of tied in in these areas. t

I ALSO REMEMBER [ﬁ942]THERE WAS A VACANCY FOR THE BOARD

oF EQUALIZATION FROM THIS DISTRICT [SECOND AsseMBLY Di1sTRICT
SOME OF US ON THE STATE COMMITTEE HAD TO SELECT THE
CANDIDATE, AND WE SELECTED JAMES H. QuINN. THE REPUBLICAN
ASSEMBLY WAS VERY ACTIVE IN THAT CAMPAIGN, RQUINN ALWAYS
SAID THAT ['D BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ELECTION. HE WAs

IN OFFICE FOR THREE TERMS.

¢ T e

Stein:

Benedict:

Stein:

Benedict:

Who were some of the local leaders of the CRA that you worked with?
Maybe what I should do is plant that question, and next time...—
Yes, you should. Let me know ahead of time, so that T can go

back, peceuse—Ftred=wumrranytir-so-nany-ways~-because T never intend-
ed to do anything like this. I just had all these memories just

to enjoy [laughs] and never had any intention of ever even making

up a diary of my own, or anything.

Well, I bet I can look up some of these in our files and see if I have
some names. '
Oh yes, that'll be all right. Yes. So anyway, after that convention,

of '48, we continued our work for the next presidential election then
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?%"

jn '52. No, that isn't right...

Yes, '52 was the next r

Yes, that's right. . That's right. And that '48

election never should have been lost, but it was. NAughd 31—

Yes, that's a famous one.

Yes, that certainly is a famous ome, and I could tell they were

just too cock-sure of it. They believed all of the polls, and there

was nothing to do. I was on that committee for campaigns here,

and then there were many requests from further north to have speakers
wm—\ Jﬁ"{‘a" Lroutd ‘a?'/

come up into those/\districts, and the headquarters, , no, Marjorie.

No, no. It isn't necessary to wear yourself out doing those things.

It's a cinch. We don't have to worry."

4 So people didn't go out into the districts, and they didn't do the

Q

work in their own districts, amd-sewsise one who was the top person
s o

and very much the leader M

with the Republican Assembly and all of the "jnner circles,"” "Oh,"

he @. "Marorie, look at this." He oy , "I've just gotten a whole

NS
new—-isn't this a beautiful set of luggage ,~and I'm going to take %
wavgveal N .
my -inauguresden trip. I don't know what ever became .of that luggage,
\

but I was so furious because he just sat down on the job. "It wasn't
I\ ‘-,)‘9\

necessary. ''Look at this, Marjorie," 7

— ——

"Look at this poll," you know. "Just in the bag." And, it was

lost. So I was polite, but not too polite. When they had their
meetings afterwards to see what happened, they realized, with a
little help, whatt?happened. Well, anyway, s then it was pakdy
a real build-up job from then on.

j}v And it was at this '48 convention, on the national committeewoman's

return home that she died. hgat‘s where everything started hap-






Benedict: pening. Because that was just before a very important election,

ramelerews and we were having a,étate/éentral/ommittee mee ting

very soon after that.
Sareoerynpwewlpngggpte ], A1l thef;:\i;?icer‘s were up for election, o

~Sipemert X PEFge- their annual meeting. So a we® national
commi tteewoman would h?.vz to be selected'-m'ﬁ was no 70664"0*\ Tl‘“L 3_65“‘"

Wilheawmson wevld hare /yq(blu:ﬂ
4 W\ The policy of California was

to rotate North and ,Séuth. [ ﬁe national committeeman had

been appointed to fill a vacancy about a year before, and they
were practically obligated to carry hi:m on for a full term.
And he was an excellent man. That was Mac[Intyre] Faries.

L&€‘{€r e decdln O( 25 Whilawmcars that Tio nee

ot Z 13 be
Lt was logical, then,! ieewesebdebsme-national committeewoman mm“’ J

Loavn
Northern California. 2me “fhere were women in Southern California
who would like to have had it gogm to Southern California. There
were several who were more or less ready—and I'm sure you have f
the names of two or three of them——and yet, that was the pattern. l

So someone had to be elected from Northern Califormia.

_#Well, they approached me immediately. That is, those who usually
took care of those things for suggestions and so on and handled !

nominations and did most of the work. Well, I thought I just






Benedict: couldn't do it. I didn't want to do it4 I shouldn't be away that
much, and I certainly did not want to spend that much money. 1I'd
rather work, do all my volunteer work here. Well, I soon found
out that many of them had their transportation paid for and their
major long-distance telephone ca11§é;d so on.

Stein: By whom?

Benedict: By the party. The/S%atejpéntral/é;mmittee. So I said, '"Well,
that would make it easier, but I don't want it anyway."

WE went pp to the £tatE ybntrallpbnndttee meeting, and--ohh!
Everybody was campaigning in little knots, you know, around the
place. And so they were stili having much pressure—I was—to
let them put my name up for nomination. I said, "Absolutely no.
I don't want it. I'm in too many things. I1'd rather stay where
I am. I1'll keep working as a volunteer, and I'll keep doing
what I can to win elections and keep building.'" But I did not
feel that I wanted to do the other. That would be unfair to my
family and unfair to me and everything else.

4#80 up to the very last minute [laughs]--and they left that for the
last office to be elected. They went through everythihg else,
and then they postponed it to the next morning. When they went
back to the meeting, no, I still would not do it. I didn't get
any sleep that night. So then they finally decided--all the officers
and the office holders, meaning the elected officers in the legis-
lature, in state office, and local ones and all, decided the only
thing to do was to have the election postponed,because they simply
would not accept the ones that were self-propelled candidates

4
from Northern California.;gg? they would not have a cooperative

organization, and it just wouldn't work. AR —CEF=pewyycir—






Benedict: IT WOULDN'T HAVE WORKED BECAUSE PRO-AMERICA THOUGHT IT WAS
THEIR CHANCE TO GET IN, BLESS THEIR HEARTS. BUT THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY ORGANIZATION WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
FUNCTION WITH THESE PEOPLE AT THE HEAD OF THE PARTY.

ain: Mell, I was going to ask you what P¥o-America was doing. v
Jaedict: Well, they were very busy. Very busy. And Pro-America, in its !
~oun type of organization, did a great deal. They did a 'good deal :

;financi.ally. They made generous financial contributions to candi-
dates and their campaigns that they were really supporting. They
were more conservative than the overf’a/ll party organization and
played such lin;ited favorites that there would be so many who
would be outside of their sphere of coordinated work that I'll
admit, it would have been hectic to try to have a real Republican
organlzatlon because they were not really recognized as an of-
anmzakion, witinn Ay
f1c1a §epublicm }(arty, because they really weren't. And yet,
they had memberships, you see. They had their own organizatioms,
and some. of their individuals wecre members of the Republican
/Varty organizations, s because some of our people who received
their backing--and were fine people, -of course,.appo'intedﬁpeople
to membership of the /ftate /éntralf'onmittee, as 'you know. And
so they could always relgy on the fact that a number of them
would be members of the/tate /Oéntral Qémmittee and theﬁunty
%entral ﬁmmittees, which was all right. But they had, as I say,
their own, closely-knit: type of operation. Wmm gany of them
I knew personally, and we got along fine as individuals. There

wﬁwo or three that [laughs] we certainly disagreedfﬂost
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everything. But anyway, this whole thing was left up in the air,

because we had to concentrate on the campaign, you-see. Let's see,

the meetings were held in August, as 1 remember.

July or August.

IT's EITHER JuLY OR AUuGUST.I’'M NOT SURE NOW WHICH MONTH IT
WAS. BUT IN THE END THERE WAS A COMPROMISE. | AGREED THAT
[ WOULD CARRY ON THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN
AS FAR AS OUR CAMPAIGN WAS CONCERNED IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA,
AND JEAN FULLER AGREED TO FOLLOW THROUGH IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA WHERE SHE HAD ALWAYS DONE MUCH CAMPAIGNING.

SHE WAS A GOOD ORGANIZER AND REALLY HAD A GOOD GRASP OF=7

\

@>2d POLITICAL SAVVY, MeBCFUNCTIONINGS IF THE COMMITTEEWOMAN

COULD HAVE COME FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ['VE NO DOUBT THAT

SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN ELECTED. SO THE ELECTION WAS POSTPONED.

[ STILL HAD NOT AGREED TO TAKE THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE

POST, ONLY THAT I'D cARRY ON THE DUTIES IN NORTHERN

CALIFORNIA DURING THE CAMPAIGN,

To 60 BACK TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING AND EXPLAIN

SOME OF THESE DIFFERENT ELEMENTS. [HEY AGREED THAT THE BEST
THING TO DO WAS TO POSTPONE THE ELECTION ON THE BASIS THAT
WE WOULD NOT DO ANYTHING UNTIL AFTER THE NATIONAL
RRESXERENXXEN PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN RECAUSE THEY COULD NOT
TAKE A CHANCE OF DISRUPTING THAT CAMPAIGN, SO THE TWO OF

US, JEAN FULLER, -AND I WERE TO CARRY ON., THAT WASN'T
MENTIONED AT THE TIME BUT THAT WAS PART OF THE PLAN AND THE
REASON BEHIND IT.

1]
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Soihat-sas—agreed-npOr S ThE HEEting at the g Late fgentrat-gomrttee.
e oce e/\ox-\L ie

qk They did [W a lot @EwmeMg to work it out so it would d work—eut-

eict:

iiet:

xdict:
Ins

2dict

After all, some of those people—-they were all member of the 1egislature,
you know, and they knew how to maneuver, as well as many others who
know the ways of parliamentary procedure and so forth. So it wés
meeting
postponed until the first/of the Xtat:e tent:ral ﬂommitt:ee after the Ttes\a&,&\ak
election in '48-)-tineseweioneiebeeeton .
That was in January, wasn't it? I don't remember.
Well, the national committee meeting was in January. Nf)w, I'11
have to look up and see whether the ;tate ﬂ'entral ﬁ)mmittee was
held in December or the first part of January. I'11 have to
check back on that..
,
Okay. Bui¥ TAAT ‘o o ,Zé,f“&(u. Atcoid, <0 T nesdr&

LI N see,
It seems to me it was in December because the election, you/ was

in early November. Yes, I'm sure it was before January. I'm sure.

Bhkisientrionitsthat-basicapy-rhorrees T T e

My notes indicate a couple of names of women who, 1 guess, wanted
also to be elected national com;mittewoman. Mrs. A. H. Roberfson,
from Sacramento, Mrs. Leroy J?ﬁnson, from Stockton, and Mildred
Prince.

Yes. And Barbara Whitaker from Santa Barbara.

Oh, Barbara Whitaker. She was a big Pfo-America lady, wasn't she?
You bet she was, -mimmitetds . Yes indeed. She was
very; very active. And'she had very strong beliefs and backed them
up con pletely. And she also was not only Pro-America, but she

joined the RE’publican'Women's Club there in Santa Barbara so

p
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that she could work theftwo together, as far as possible.

I notice the tape is about to run out here, and it's getting late,
and you've been going a long time. So maybe we should call it

quits for today.

I thought that that was probably a good place to stop.

That's a good place to break, and next time we'll pick up any

of the 1oos% ends here and talk more abougﬂyou did as committeewoman.
Yes, we'll gétﬂfhe comnitteewoman. Well, in the meantime, you

can just realize that there was a great deal of work going on,

and all of these people th?ESterested in being national committe-
woman--I wasn't among them [laughs].

Well, we've covered quite a bit of ground today,very well.

Yes,ﬂ we really did. I think we did.

Then next time, we can carry on. Is next Thursday a good time?
Yes, we can do next Thursday, I think. I expect to stay up and--
oh, I get so cross with myself—I've crossed off everything for
next week except this, except the tape recording. I haven't gotten
to income tax or any of those things yet.

Oh, no!

Yes. I think it's two weeks from today that I cannot do it, and
I've got symphony again.

That's okay. And next week I'll have to leave promptly at four. I
have an appointment back in the City at five. That'll be no
problem because we can start right in nextgg;mk&

It must be real late.

Yes. I have no idea what time it is now.

Close to five.

Oh, my goodness! ~IEizmem—t-—wtaeeisl.
i
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I think where we were going to start this time was, you
were going to tell me a little about some of the other
women who wanted to become national committeewoman. I
had a couple of names in my outline here ...

Mildred Prince was one.

Mildred Prince was one of them.

She was the main one, yes.

And Mrs. Leroy Johnson and Mrs. A. H. Robertson.

Yes. ﬁ#ﬁSfBof course Mrs. Robertson was from Sacramento,
and she could have qualified geographically, but there
was not sufficient support for her to really be the desig-
nated nominee for Northern California. But she was a
very able person and had served in various capacities. We
had all worked together, definitely, in our women's acti-
vities, primarily on the ﬁ%ate ;kntral ﬂﬁmmittee and then
in her own county. And she was very capable, but she

was not sufficiently active, really, throughout the state
and with some of the broader responsibilities, according

to most of the people who were trying to decide who could

followW«

QfAhd Mrs. leroy Johnson really, as far as I know, was not

particularly active at all, as far as wanting to be the

national committeewoman. Leroy Johnson, of course, was
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very active in the political field, and they did a great
many things together. So I think that was probably just
a little flier. I don't believe that was really serious.
It didn't come to my attention that she was at all serious

on that. 'fBut the main person that Pro-America was anxious,

o The

you see, to have thafposition Wﬁ
‘ wet Muldecl ’

national committee, #m# Mildred Pr:’ane was a very capable
person, but she had not really worked sufficiently with

the party organization as a whole, and the official Republi-
can women's organization, which was a part of the national
R{E.’publican/arty organization. The Republican women's

clubs had made the transition from being & CAlifornia coun-

c:.l of Republican w women to the Republican Women's Club,

ofloral
Federated, wich was ofédmdssi®yw part of the hansiisde Repub-

t

licanRarty organization, dﬁy had a definite office with
the/dational/onnnittee, in Washington, D. C. And there was
an executive director of women's actiﬁties. g?They were, just
prior to this time, trying to get all of these independent
Republican women's organizations,stat&wide or even less, into
one, main, overall organization, where there would be som e
unanimity in the type of educational méterial, of real meetings
that were practi&al, would be supportive of the general Repub-
lican National Committee policies and financing, and so on.
So, Jessie Uilliamson) and If m degree, were cooper-
ating with the}(ationalﬂf)mmittee to help make that transition
i% our bringing the California Council of Republican Wo;lmen

in as an integral part of the National Federation of Republi-

can Women, d‘ﬁlat took quite a little period of time, @B~
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because, of course, it meant changing the nan% of the organi-
zation, which is always a hard thing to do. But generally
speaking, most of that organization could be really brought
right into the national women's organizatién on a full basis,
without much disruption, ame Bf course, they were stren&ened
a great deal by doing so, rather than being completely just

state?-wide in thejr scope and in their direction, amdeadsd

2?* Marian Martin was the executive director of the women's

activities there at the Republican National Committee head-

quarters. She was a very able person. As I remember,she had

had legal status and was excellent in trying to pull this

whole reorganization throughout the United States, nambdsm..

And California was, of courée, a large part of that operation.

It, in effect, was compieted before Jessie Williamson's death.

Mkll of the work had been done, and we were really work-
Clerated a- L

ing on very well then as a federated organization, .{\the o«GC‘c\ag\

Republican organization.

g

e O course, one of the advantages of that, that they thought

very important, was not to have individual, independent organi-

zations going in all different directions. And of course, here

in California, we had the cross-filing. So it was a little

difficult to know just who was who and where they were going,

vou kamr And of course, that was something that Pro-America

eppose d to

was very much . , because they did believe very
Sarmﬁ\,,"( R«(’uﬂw : of course,
strongly in policies. Nationwide,/the cross-filing just puzzled
N
evel(gne. They would say, "Well, how do you know where your voters

w
are? How do know who to work with and/\to do?" We explained
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e buin wleelonal v Theek,
what we had’\w whether we liked it or not.

That was what we had to live with and had to work with. ﬂ@f
course, the Republican Assembly--and I'll go back to that, you see--
that was primarily a candidate-finding group and candidate pro-

Mot :
motion group, %d right in very nicely with the cross-

filing. wPf course, they were until rather recent years, definite-

ly an independent organizati

ot s/
betenet—as-onmemtiae-~was completely identifiedA the ;tate }Z’entral

/ﬂ&mmittee and the party organization headquerters and so on, al-
though there was always informal coordination. They did not

really become an integral part oflthe financial picture, on the
all-over party basis. until quite recently, and they were finan-
cially independent, so tha tthey could do what they wanted %

do in finding candidates and promoting them. And they did a great
job in the way in which they wanted to operate -eswsuipsswes be-
cause they wanted to bring in new blood and find younger candidates

O AT
and promote them, apd=—=mswa. M did their

own type of precinct work and campaign work, which was quite diffe-

(]

rent than the tried and true type of campaign work. But you'd

find them with memberships in a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>