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Hans chiller, 80 
Architect, ~-~umaiit&ian andPolitical Activist 
Hans Schiller, distinguished architect and planner, political a c t i ~ ~ s t  ant1 
50-year Marin resident, passed away 
at his Mill Valley home on Tuesday, 
July 28. He was 80 years old. 

Schiller was born in 1917 in 
Breslau, Germany a1111 imnligrated 
to Palestine in 1934 to escape Nazi 
Gerniany and certain arrest for his 
i~ivolvernent in the underground 
movement. He attended both the He- 
brew University and the American 
University of Beirut. 

While in Jerusalem, he worked 
for Eric Mendelsohn, one of the most 
well known architects of the time. 
Under Mendelsohn's mentorship, the 
British Mandate Gnvernmenr of Pal- 
estine certified Schiller as an archi- 
tect in 1940. 

Schiller served with the British Army Royal Engineers in Egypt 
and Italy during World War 11. Following the Allied Victory in Europe. 
he immigrated with his family to the United States and in 1948. settletl 
in Mill Valley. 

For the next 50 years, Schiller dedicated his lifc to suppor t i~~g lih 
era1 causes, preserving the environment, and proinoting world peace 
through active involvement in local and national politics, in adtlition to 
continuing his proI'e.;sionai work ss an arcliiisc:. 

He also chaired the Bay Conservation and Development Commis- 
sion, served as president of the California Board of Architectural Ex-
aminers and worked closely with Senator Barbara Boxer as 3 consultant 
on environmental and planning issues during her 10 years in rhe 1-louse 
of Representatives. 

In 1996, Schiller was elected to the prestigious American Institute 
of Architects College of Fellows fo!. significant contribution< to his 
profession and to thc community at large. 

Hans Schillcr is survived by his wife, Lotte; c!lildren Pctcr arid 
.4nita, and grandchildren, Shauna, Alisor~ ar~d Kyan.  





:Hans Schiller, 

iactivist of ill'


.' :. . 

:BYCarolyn Alcott 

!Inde~endent Journal reporter 

::.HA&hiller, a Mill Valley 
:architect, champion of liberal 
k political causes and the environ- 
'ment, died at home Thursday. 
i He was 80. 
!l Schiller was born in Breslau, 
:Germany, and as a young man 
1fled the Nazis. After finding asy- 
;lum in Palestine, he attended 
,both Hebrew University and the 
American University of Beirut. 
: , In Palestine, he joined other Zi- 
--onist insurgents pushing for an in-
;dependent Israeli nation and be- 
longed ta a special military strike 

:force led by future Israeli Prime 
Miister David Ben Gurion. 

f "That's the kind of commit- 
j ment that Hans always demon- 
i gtrated - being willing to go to 
f war for his cause -although in 
,later years he was an outspoken .' 

environmental 
Valley, dies -

peace activist," said San Rafael 
attorney Isidoor Bornstein. 

Schiller . 

.also met his 

mentor, ar-

chitect Eric 

Mendel- .  -


a'ohn, in Je- 

rusalem, 

and was ac- 

credited as 

an architect 

in 1940 by 

the British 

govern-


War. The pair also promoted en- 
vironmentalism and world peace 
through local politics. 

For a 10-year period, Schiller 
worked closely with Barbara 
Boxer as an adviser on environ-. 
mental and planning issues dur- 
ing her terms in the ,House of 

' Representatives.
"Hansselfiesslyshared his time 

to enhance and protect the 
cious environments of the Ere-ay
Area, the state of California and 
hi beloved home county of Ma-
rin," Boxer said yesterday. 
- "I relied on his insights .and 
thoughtful views on many mat- 
ters over many years," she said. 

The "cultured, articuiate gen- 
: tleman" was a formidable politi- 

ment. SCHILLER: 1976 cal committee chief, Bornstein 
T h e .  50- file photo said. 

vear Marin . Schiller once chaired the Bay 
&dent met Bornstein inthe '5Os, Conservation and Development 
when both sewed on the Califor- Commission and served as presi- 
nia Democratic Council. "He's dent of the California Board of 
been the'classic liberal Democrat Architectpral Examiners. 
ever since," Bornstein said. Along with his wife, SchiUer is 

Schiller and his wife, Lotte, s k v e d  by his children, Peter , 

were leaders of the Marin peace ' 'md Anita, and grandchildren, 
movement during the Vietnam Shauna, Alison tyd Ryan. 

something was missing at Barbara Boxer's recent fund-raiser in Marin. 
It was the presence of Hans Schiller, who died a few days earlier at 

age 80. Hans and his wife Lotte had been perpetual fmtures at local ' 
Democratic Party functions for decades. They were a soft touch for bene- 
fit tickets and quiet providers of counsel and hard work The media fren- 
zy in Washington and New York these days is an example of politics at its 
worst. Hans and Lotte were grass-roots politics at its best. 

4 t m e  McNamara 

August 19-August 25. I 9 8  HPacHic Sun W 7 





This manuscript was not reviewed by the 

interviewee, Hans Schiller 






Hans Schiller has been an architect for fifty years, forty of which were 

spent in the San Francisco Bay Area. But his has not been the peaceful life 

that this quiet profession would indicate. A life-long political activist, he 

was a spy for a short time and bore arms despite being an avowed pacifist. 

This%%&~i"l;e began in Breslau, Germany, where Schiller was born on 


Novgnber 30, 1917. He and his mother moved to Berlin in 1931 upon the death of 


his father, which occurred on young Hans' thirteenth birthday. In Berlin he 


observed the brutality of Nazi street gangs and the rising influence of Hitler 


Youth in the schools. Unwilling to conform to the demands of these bullies, he 


was attacked and subsequently barred from all Prussian schools. 


Before Kans and his mother emigrated to Palestine in 1935, he was involved 

in helping others sneak across the German border to safety. Although arrested 

twice by the Gestapo, he was not detained or harmed. 

Upon settling in Jerusalem with his mother, Haa?stdied Hebrew and 

finished his high school studies. At the time he thought he wuld become a 

doctor like his father, but Hebrew University had no medical faculty at that 

time, and there was Ir!no money for Hans to study abroad. He becane e m p l ~ y ~  

the building trades and at the same time joined the Hqai~ll, undertaking night 

ptrol duty to protect the settlers from marauding Arabs. 

Schiller was able to attend pre-med school at the American University in 

Beirut, and it was here that he spied for the Haganah. This lasted for less 

than a year before his fellow students became suspicious, and it was safer for 

him not to return to the university. 

Through his future father-in-law, Schiller obtained an interview with Eric 

Mendelsohn, a leading architect who worked in England as well as Palestineland 

was taken on as an apprcntice. They both tried to enlist when war broke out in 

1939 but were turned d m  by the British military. Schilles continued his 

Iiapnah duties at night while mrking in the architect's office during the 

day. Tllis continue? even after MendelsoP~ left for the United States. 





After his marriage to Lotte Bernheim and the birth of the first of their 

three children, Schiller was inducted into the British army and sent to Fgypt. 

Follawing the usual training period, Schiller was assigned to map-making 

duties. During his free periods, he hiked into the surrounding desert, and it 

was on one of these ex~lorations that he discovered a cave in which there were 

priceless, museum-qud-lity samples of early Egyptian artifacts. These are now 

in a lighted case in the Schiller livingroom. 

From Egypt, Schiller's group was sent to Italy, tjfiere they were stationed 

near Sienna until the end of the war. Upon being der105ilizec3, he returned to 

Jerusalem and architecture until receiving an invitation from Mendelsoh to 

join him ill this country. He, Mrs. Schiller, and their young son arrived in 

San Francisco in 1947. 

They have resided on a hilltop in Mill Valley since that tin;?. There are 

more than sixty steps that lead up to the house from the small parking area. 

below. Tall trees now block the view from the diningroom wirdow where once 

could be seen the surrounding hills. It was in this room that the interview 

wre conducted, beginning in June 1987 and ending in Septen&r 1967. The years 

Mr. Schiller swnt Europe and the N e s r  East were covered by Eleanor Glaser, 

Suzanne Riess interviewed him regarding his professioml activities in the 

United States, and PJhlca Chall reviewed with Mr. Schiller his political 

activities in California. 
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Interview wi th  Hans Sch i l l e r ,  Interview one 

Date of Interview: 6-23-87 

Interviewer: Eleanor Glaser  

Transcriber:  Shannon Page 

Begin t ape  1, s ide  A 

Glaser: 	 --with Mr.  Hans Schi l ler .  I ' m  going t o  ask  him a ques t ion now, 

t o  see  h w  h i s  voice picks up. What day i s  t h i s ,  M r .  S c h i l l e r ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 You shouldn't have asked me that!  [laughter] It's t o o  e a r l y  in 

the  day. Le t  me check. It's Tuesday, 6/23, and i t ' s  t e n  oh two. 

Glaser: 	 What would one do without  a clock o r  watch t h a t  te l ls  t h e  date, 

r igh t?  

#Dint e r rup t ion  

M r .  Sch i l l e r ,  where were you born, and when? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I was born i n  Breslau, which was--and s t i l l  is--Salisia, a t  t h a t  

t ime  of course Germany, which now is  Poland, and i s  called, I 

believe, Wroclaw. I was born on t h e  30th of November, 1917, 

which inc iden ta l ly  happens t o  be t h e  bir thday of Winston 

Churchill-a few y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

Glaser : 	 And t e l l  me about your fa the r ,  please. 



S c h i l l e r :  	 My f a t h e r  was a doctor i n  Breslau. He was a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  two 

f i e l d s ;  one was i n t e r n i s t  and secondly, he was a radiologis t ,  He 

was both teaching a t  the univers i ty  hosp i t a l  and was, during 

World War 11, was t h e  physician i n  charge of t h e  area. 

Glaser: 	 Did he g e t  h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  Breslau? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No, he got h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  Heidelberg, and i n  Vienna, and i n  

f a c t ,  he  was one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  and research a s s i s t a n t s  of 

Roentgen i n  Vienna. He [~oentgen?]  was t h e  inventor of t h e  

x-rays ; the use of the  x-ray i n  medicine. 

Glaser : 	 What was your f a t h e r ' s  name? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 My f a t h e r ' s  name was Max, Max Schi l ler .  

Glaser : 	 And when was h e  born? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 He was born i n  Liegnitz, which i s  a l s o  i n  Sa l i s i a .  Avery  s m a l l  

t w n ,  j u s t  a few miles way from Breslau, ac tual ly .  

Glaser: 	 Did you knw h i s  parents ,  your grandparents? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 The only grandparent I personally knew, because the only 



grandparent a l ive ,  was my father 's  father .  His name was Salo. 

He l i v e d  i n  Liegnitz;  h e  was a r a the r  respected merchant i n  

Liegnitz,  and had a--I couldn't r e a l l y  say what exactly. [pause] 

Well, ac tual ly ,  c lo th ing f o r  men and bays, mostly, but  he  a l so  

had other  things i n  h i s  s t o r e  i n  Liegnitz. 

Glaser: D i d y o u v i s i t h i m  there?  

Sch i l l e r :  Yes. I did  v i s i t  him, of course--I th ink h e  died, oh, when I was 

f i v e  or s i x  a t  t h e  most. So, I have a memory of him, but no t  a 

very exterisive one, a s  that .  It was a, f o r  those days, typ ica l  

grandfather-grandchild relat ionship.  H e  was very pleased and 

very proud t o  have, a t  t h a t  time, I was h i s  only grandchild. 

Later  on. I th ink he s t i l l  did see the  b i r t h  of a t  l e a s t  another 

grandchild, a cousin of mine, a ch i ld  of my f a t h e r ' s  sister. 

Glaser: Was t h a t  h i s  only s ib l ing?  

Sch i l l e r :  I ' m  sorry? 

Glaser: Your f a t h e r ' s  only brother or s i s t e r ?  

S c h i l l e r :  No.  It was not  my fa ther ' s  only s ib l ing;  I had another uncle, 

who was younger than my father. My fa the r  was t h e  o ldes t  of t h e  

three. ,, H e  may have seen the  b i r t h  of y e t  another grandchild, 



maybe of my--a cousin of mine who was a daughter of [thinking] my 

u n c l e  That's a poss ib i l i ty ,  but  I'm not  e n t i r e l y  certain. I 

mean, I could e s t a b l i s h  that,  i f  t h a t  is  of any--I don't th ink it 

i s  of any importance, probably. 

Glaser : No. Was it a c lose  ' f  amily ? After  your grandfather died, 

maintained r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h -

you 

Schi l ler :  Yes. It was a very c lose  family. Let me say t h i s ;  my father 's  

younger brother  was a l s o  a doctor, and of course, my fa ther ,  

being somewhat older, a few years  older, was already es tabl ished 

a s  a doctor when he [ m y  uncle] became a doctor and he a s s i s t e d  

him [ m y  fa the r ]  i n  t h e  beginning. My aunt's husband was a 

doctor, and he t o o  l a t e r  on worked w i t h  my f a t h e r  and f o r  my 

fa ther ,  f o r  q u i t e  some t ime  i n  h i s  radiology practice. None of 

my father 's  s i b l i n g s  a r e  al ive,  nor i s  h e  My f a t h e r  died on my 

t h i r t e e n t h  birthday. 

Glaser: On the  day? 

Sch i l l e r :  Yes. On t h e  day, 

a child. 

which had-I th ink had some profound e f f e c t  on 

Glaser: Oh, t h a t ' s  shockingl 



Schi l l e r :  Well, yes, but  I did expect  him t o  die. H e  was very s i c k  f o r  

q u i t e  some t i m e ;  h e  had a h e a r t  disease, and had had two h e a r t  

at tacks.  H e  had one h e a r t  a t t a c k  from which he  recovered, 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l  t h a t  he continued t o  work w e n  though he  was 

warned--and knew b e t t e r  himself. He worked t o o  hard, and 

p r c ~ p t i ygot another one. He d id  no t  recover from t h a t  one. It 

had been dragging on f o r  probably two or th ree  years, i n  which he  

was bedridden and got  worse and worse and worse. So, t h a t  j u s t  

d id  happen, on ny birthday. So I had t o  grtw up r e a l  quick. 

Glaser : 	 Yes. Tel l  m e  about your mother. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 My mother, whose name was Alma Ada Aris [spel ls ] ,  was born i n  

East P r u s s i a  She, too, had two s ib l ings ,  a s i s t e r  and a 

brother. The s i s t e r  was older, but  was ac tua l ly  a hal f -s is ter .  

A d i f f e r e n t  fa ther ,  who had died by t h e  t i m e  my mother was born. 

I n  fac t ,  before she  was conceived, because my [maternal] 

grandmother remarried somebody e lse ,  obviously, and s o  my mother 

had a d i f f e r e n t  f a t h e r  from her older s i s t e r .  She had a younger 

brother, who a l s o  was a doctor, and a l s o  worked w i t h  and f o r  my 

f a t h e r  l a t e r  on. 

Glaser: 	 That ' s  q u i t e  a family of doctors, i s n ' t  i t?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. Right. And rqy mother was a r eg i s t e red  nurse. 



Glaser: 	 Where d id  she g e t  her  t r a in ing?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 Thatls a good q u e s t i o n  I do not  r e a l l y  know. I bel ieve  i n  

Berl in,  o r  thereabouts. [ thinks]  No, she probably a l s o  was 

t r a ined  i n  Heidelberg, f o r  one reason o r  another, because somw ay 

they must have met 1 

Glaser: 	 A n d y o u t h i n k i t w a s i n H e i d e l b e r g ?  

S c h i l l e r: 	Yes. Well, they were only one yea r  a p a r t  i n  age, and they e i t h e r  

worked together-and I r e a l l y  do not  know, s t rangely  enough. 

They married i n  1914, i n  January of 1914. 

Glaser: 	 Do you know anything of t h e i r  courtship; d i d  they t a l k  about 

t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 No. Well, c e r t a i n l y  my f a t h e r  didnlt. I mean, I was too  young 

t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  or  t o  f ind  o u t  anything about them, r ea l ly ,  a t  

t h e  time when he  died and t h e  yea r s  before tha t .  

Glaser: 	 Was the re  a r e t i cence  a t  t h a t  t ime about t a l k i n g  about those 

things ? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, ye& Oh, of course. Of course, my mother never talked about 



anything that. or t r i ed  not t o  t a l k  about anything t h a t  might be 

wen  remotely construed a s  sexually related. Which, of course, 

amazes me now, and a t  t ha t  time actually no end, since both of 

them were medically trained. My fa the r  was not r e t i cen t  t o  t a l k  

about--I mean, my father did i n  f a c t  very early (which was very 

unusual i n  those times), obviously before my th i r teen th  

birthday--in fact ,  much before that. I guess I was about nine or 

ten or e l w e n  when he s t a r t ed  ta lking t o  me about sex education. 

Very matter-of-fact, and qu i t e  sc ien t i f ica l ly ,  and made it very 

clear  t ha t  a t  any time i f  I had any questions, not t o  hes i t a t e  t o  

ask me [him]. "I should have," he said, "all the answers. I f  I 

don't, I can ge t  i t  f o r  you." 

Glaser : 	 One would think that ,  as a nurse, your mother w o d d  have the  

object ivi ty  t o  do the education, too. 

Schi l ler :  	 Yes. Well, my relationship with  my mother was a very strange one 

anyway. A s  much a s  one can say a t  t ha t  ear ly  age, I was always 

very attached t o  my father, but I didn't see my father  very much. 

My fa ther  was always very busy, and usually had l e f t  the house 

before I was up. Later on, he had pa r t  of h i s  practice i n  the  

house, but t h a t  made absolutely no d i f fe rence  That was one end 

of the  building, and I was a t  the  other end of the  building, and 

cer ta inly during practice hours he was t o t a l l y  removed from any 

interference. Though he was very--I mean, he appeared t o  be very 



close t o  me. and was always w i l l i n g  t o  make some t ime t o  d iscuss  

ma t t e r s  i f  I wanted to. i t  was j u s t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do so. simply 

because he  was working p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  time. 

He used t o  take night ca l l s .  s o  he  was always gone. Some of 

h i s  p rac t i ce  was q u i t e  f a r  removed. It was a l s o  not  t h a t  common 

i n  those days--he had a c a r  and a chauffeur. s o  he didn't 

h e s i t a t e  t o  go almost anywhere. 

Glaser : 	 Tel l  me about your mother1 s family. 

S c h i l l e r: 	My mother's family, e s s e n t i a l l y  they were g ra in  merchants and 

horse  r a i s e r s .  

Glaser : 	 Hw f a r  f ran Breslau was t h i s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, t h a t  was i n  East  P r u s s i a  Her family was t o t a l l y  i n  East  

Prussia. 

Glaser : 	 Was t h a t  an ag r i cu l  t u r d  area?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Actually. she was born and l i v e d  f o r  the  f i r s t  few y e a r s  of 

her l i f e  i n  what was known a s  "Preussich Holland. " . 

Glaser : "Preussich" meaning Prussian? 



S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Well, the  name--it was a t iny  l i t t l e  tcrwn. 

Glaser: 	 I n  Holland, l i k e  t h e  country? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No-yes, Holland l i k e  the country, yes. I n  f a c t ,  it was usually 

s p e l l  ed P- r Holl and. 

Glaser: 	 What would t h a t  be today? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  I dan't know-it's Russia now. East  Pruss ia  is Russia. 

That's--and West Prussia, what used t o  be West Prussia before 

World War I, is  Poland, and adjacent  p a r t s  of Germany a r e  Polish. 

East Prussia, a s  you may know, is--you probably have heard of a 

town by t h e  name of Koenigsberg. That i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  town i n  

East P r u s s i a  It's along t h e  Ba l t i c ,  and i t  is  between [Dunsig?] 

which was West Pruss ia  o r ig ina l ly ,  and t h e  L i t h u a n i a  

Lithuania, t h e  Ba l t i c ,  small  B a l t i c  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  

of Russ ia  And t h e  Russians took t h a t  part ,  all t h e  way up 

almost t o  Dunsig i n  the--but the  Poles have Dunsig. 

Glaser  : 	 Now, Breslau, when you l i v e d  there,  it's a c i t y  on . t h e  Oder, 

r i g h t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. ,, 



Glaser:  	 What s o r t  of a town was i t ?  O r  should I say, c i t y ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 It was a  ci ty.  It was e s s e n t i a l l y  a un ive r s i ty  town, w e n  though 

it  was--it had one of t h e  o ldes t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  the world. It 

was somewhat provincial ,  nevertheless ,  you know. [laughs] It 

was a  c i t y  I would guess n w  a t  about s ix ,  s w e n  hundred thousand 

people. It was of course, s i n c e  Freder ick  t h e  Great, it was 

t o t a l l y  Pruss ian  and t o t a l l y  German Nobody knew--of course. 

t h e r e  were some people who knew t o  speak Polish, but  e s s e n t i a l l y  

i t  had noth ing  t o  do w i t h  Poland. It was q u i t e  remote and 

remwed from Poland i n  w e r y  p a r t  of the way. 

But, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  I guess i t  must have been Pol i sh  a t  one 

time, a s  f a r  a s  one can e s t a b l i s h  these  things.  

Glaser:  	 That ' s  t h a t  a r ea  t h a t  went back and f o r t h  many, many times? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Probably did. 

Glaser:  	 Was t h e i r  a c u l t u r a l  l i f e  t h a t  your pa ren t s  took p a r t  i n ?  Did 

they have t h e  time; your  f a t h e r  sounds so  busy. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. W e l l ,  s t r ange ly  enough, they d id  and they didn't. I mean, 

my parents  would usual ly  have gues ts  a t  l e a s t  once a  week One 



evening was s e t  a s ide  f o r  t h a t  purpose, and t h a t  was mostly f o r  

chamber m u s i c  My f a t h e r  played v i o l i n ,  and r a t h e r  wel l ,  and s o  

t h r e e  or four  people would come t o  t h e  house, and t h e r e  would be 

chamber m u s i c  There wasn't much e l se ;  a s  you say, t h e r e  wasn't 

enough t ime f o r  anything. But I am very much aware of tha t ,  

because those usually were days when I was permit ted t o  s t ay  up a 

l i t t l e  longer. In c e r t i a n  days, I would be permi t ted  t o  s l e e p  i n  

my parents1 bedroom, because t h a t  was adjacent  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  

room, where t h e  music was being played, s o  I could hea r  and of 

course f a l l  asleep,  and then would be mwed t o  my room. 

But, i n  t h e  beginning my mother d id  h e l p  my f a t h e r  i n  h i s  

p r a c t i c e  It became q u i t e  a b i t  t o o  hect ic ,  and my f a t h e r  had a 

sec re ta ry  and an a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h e  p rac t i ce  e?: home, which was 

separa te  from the  p rac t i ce  t h a t  h e  had wherc- he  had h i s  x-ray 

machinery. It was a t  a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n  Only a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  

h e a r t  a t t ack ,  he  mwed t o  another  l o c a t i o n  i n  Breslau, and we had 

a l a r g e r  house t h e n  He mwed h i s  p r a c t i c e  and h i s  x-ray l a b  

r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  house. Only used i t  f o r  about a year, and then 

unfortunately he f e l l  s i c k  again. 

The one th ing  I do know is tha t ,  s ince  it had something t o  

do w i t h  my mother's re luc tance  t o  d iscuss  anything of a personal 

nature, s h a l l  we say; but she  d id  d iscuss  wi th  me and t o l d  me a t  

one time--and l a t e r  on, severa l  times--that she was opposed t o  



people having children. 

Glaser: 	 Totally? 

Schi l ler :  	 Tota l ly  opposed. She was opposed t o  tha t ,  she  was--in e f fec t ,  

admitted i f  i t  hadn't been f o r  my fa ther ,  who wanted a t  l e a s t  one 

chi ld ,  she  would never have agreed t o  that .  

Glaser : 	 W e l l  then, you were an only child. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. I was an only child. 

Glaser: 	 Fortunately f o r  her ,  but no t  f o r  you. 

Schi l ler :  	 I can ' t  judge it, s o  I have no way of judging it. Well, yes ,  I 

would agree w i t h  you i n  many respects ,  ce r t a in ly  because I 

became responsible f o r  her very ea r ly  i n  my l i f e ,  i n  my teens. I 

would say i t  would have been probably a he lp  if-and help  and 

perhaps not a help, because I would have been responsible  f o r  

other chi ldren too, being the  oldest.  

Glaser: 	 Did you f e e l  tha t ,  when you were growing up, t h a t  your mother 

didn' t want children? I mean, i n  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  her. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, not--well, she was a d isc ip l inar ian ,  i n  con t ras t  t o  my 



father.  My f a t h e r  only had t o  look a t  me crossly,  and t h a t  was 

t e r r i b l e  punishment. She could physical ly punish me, and I would 

shrug i t  off. Which, I guess, you develop t h a t  kind of an 

a t t i t u d e .  Well, she was extremely s t r i c t .  s o  i t  was a l w e h a t e  

r e l a t ionsh ip ,  s h a l l  we say. 

Glaser: 	 But s t r i c t  German parents  a r e  no t  the  unusual thing, anyway? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Oh, of course not; no. No, no. Absolutely not. 

Glaser : 	 What were your mother's a c t i v i t i e s ?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 That's an  i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ion  i n  a  way, because--well, i n  t h e  

beginning, i n  the  f i r s t  few y e a r s  t h a t  I was al ive,  she  was still 

help ing my f a t h e r  a s  much a s  she  could. I had a succession of 

nannies, so  she was continuing t o  work. I was being taken c a r e  

of by a nanny. 

Glaser: 	 I gather  t h a t  tha t ' s  not  unusual f o r  a  middle- t o  upper m i d d l e  

c l a s s  German family. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No. That c e r t a i n l y  isn't ,  and what was perhaps somewhat unusual 

i s  tha t ,  though it s t a r t e d  o u t  wi th  a German Kinder Fraulein, who 

was a f a i r l y  old woman, very nice, and very sweet, Catholic, who 

dragged me t o  a l l  masses [laughs] and t o  a l l  monasteries  and 



churches--and I s t i l l  occasionally go. But not because I ' m  a 

Catholic or not because I 'm very r e l i g i o u s  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  way. 

but because I apparently had a c e r t a i n  a f f i n i t y  f o r  t h e  Catholic 

church, i n  c e r t a i n  ways. Only i n  c e r t a i n  ways. 

La te r  on, howwer, I d id  have f o r  q u i t e  some t ime an English 

nanny, and t h a t  ce r t a in ly  has  helped me. When I l e f t  Germany, 

not t h a t  much l a t e r  r ea l ly ,  I was a b l e  t o  converse i n  English. 

English i n  t h a t  sense was not  a  fo re ign  language f o r  me. I a l s o  

had a French gowernante a t  one time, and f o r  some reason she  

never managed t o  teach m e  French. 

Glaser: 	 Whatother  h o u s e h e l p w a s  the re?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 There-oh, my mother did the cooking, s h a l l  w e  say. 

Incidental ly,  w e n  though she had a k i tchen helper, and she  had a 

maid f o r  cleaning purposes, l ive- in  both, she i n s i s t e d  on doing 

t h e  cooking. 

Glaser : 	 Did she do t h e  marketing a lso?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. 

Glaser: 	 Was t h a t  a  da i ly  chore? 



S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, of course. 

Glaser: 	 Can you remember how t h e  house was furnished? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes. I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  furnished i n  a somewhat, t o  m e ,  

nondescript s ty le ,  very heavy oak fu rn i tu re ,  which-and t h e  

d in ing room i n  a tremendously heavy table ,  extension table. 

Endless, you know. And very heavy chai rs ,  upholstered. Buffet  

along t h e  wal l ,  which had been a wedding g i f t  t o  my parents. In 

t h e i r  bedroom it was a much more contemporazy maple fu rn i tu re ,  

and my bedroom i t  was t o t a l l y  white,  a very straightforward:  v e r y  

contemporazy. What would you l i k e  t o  know? About f l o o r  

covering? It was very, i n  c e r t a i n  ways, very  European. Oh, of 

course, then t h e r e  was t h e  drawing room, it was a l l  l ea the r ;  

l e a t h e r  couches and l e a t h e r  s e t e e s  and s i d e  chairs. The r e s t  of 

t h e  wood, 	 including t h e  l i b r a r y  portions, were a l l  oak wi th  g l a s s  

doors. 

Glaser: 	 Did you go i n t o  t h e  ki tchen;  do you remember what t h a t ' s  l i k e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, I very of ten  did go i n t o  the kitchen, because my f i r s t  nanny 

used t o  spend some t ime j u s t  s i t t i n g  there,  doing needlework, 

darning, and th ings  l i k e  that. So I would hang arouid there. 

Anyway, t h e r e  was always something t o  eat.  Since I was born i n  

t h e  worst  t ime of t h e  win te r  of 1917, when Germany really--there 



was hard ly  any food a t  a l l ,  very l i t t l e  milk,  no eggs, no meat- 

which i s  hard t o  be l i eve  nowadays, looking  a t  m e - i t  was d e f i n i t e  

concern t h a t  I might no t  survive, Ever since, I've t h e r e f o r e  

developed a c e r t a i n  l i k i n g  f o r  food, I guess, which I guess i s  

understandable. 

One of t h e  reasons t h a t ,  even fol lmuing t h e  war-- 

##end t a p e  1 s i d e  A, begin t a p e  1 s i d e  b 

One of t h e  reasons t h a t  w e n  f o l l a r i n g  t h e  war  Germany had 

food problems was t h e  t e r r i f i c  i n f l a t i o n  My f a t h e r  had a 

c e r t a i n  advantage--he had c e r t a i n  disadvantages, but he  had 

c e r t a i n  advantages. The disadvantages were t h a t  he didn't c a r e  

about  money. He was t o t a l l y  dedicated t o  h i s  profession, and 

didn't--never bothered t o  f i n d  o u t  whether people were b i l l e d  o r  

i f  they had been b i l l e d ,  whether they had paid. And i f  they 

didn't  pay, w e l l  t h a t  means they couldn't a f fo rd  it, and tha t ' s  

a l l  right. But c e r t a i n l y  during t h e  i n f l a t i o n  it became very 

very  t e r r i f y i n g ,  unless  you were a t e r r i f i c  money manager, and 

unless  you were paid  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  people rece ived  t reatment ,  

and t h e  money rece ived  was given in-handed i n t o  the  bank a t  t h a t  

moment. I f  it was handed i n  next morning, it was worth h a l f  of 

it, or some f r a c t i o n  of it. So, even going t o  the bank w i t h  a 

wheelbarrow f u l l  of money didn ' t  mean t h a t  you could buy much 

more than  a 1oaf of bread. 



That, a s  I say, he had advantages, t h a t  some of h i s  p a t i e n t s  

were people who l i v e d  ou t s ide  of Breslau. Some were farmers, 

some were peasants, some were people who owned a g r e a t  deal of 

land, and r a t h e r  than paying i n  de f l a t ed  currency, they brought 

food, potatoes, a ham, a chicken. or whatever. So, whi l e  o the r s  

perhaps had d i f f i c u l t y  t o  get  decent food, a t  t h a t  point, during 

t h e  wors t  t ime of t h e  i n f l a t i o n .  ( t h i s  must have been around 

19241, we always had good food and had th ings  t h a t  o t h e r s  would 

never see-at l e a s t ,  o the r s  i n  t h e  c i t y  would n w e r  see. 

Glaser: 	 Did you a l s o  ob ta in  foods tu f f s  from your mother's family? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No. Well, I should have s a i d  t h a t  my mother's family,  her  

parents  both d ied  when she was very young She was j u s t  a f e v  

y e a r s  old, I guess about e i g h t  o r  nine. My mother was then  

brought up by an aun t  and an uncle of hers ,  who the  uncle was a 

brother  of her fa ther ' s  i n  Berlin. So, she  was moved ear ly ,  and 

h e r  fami ly  kind of f e l l  apart.  I mean, they were-and I can't 

te l l  you where t h e  other  t h r e e  children-oh, t h e  o ldes t  sister, I 

think, was already a nurse a t  t h a t  time, o r  was e i t h e r  s tudying 

o r  becoming a nurse when t h e  parents  died. She was considerably 

01der. 

It might amuse you, too, t h a t  t h e  o ldes t  s i s t e r ' s  f a the r ,  



whose name was Cohn, was born i n  San Francisco. So my i n d i r e c t  

grandfather-he i s n ' t  r e a l l y  my grandf ather-though q u i t e  of ten, 

j u s t  talking.  I do say my grandfather  d id  come from San 

Francisco, i n  f a c t  was born here. 

Glaser: 	 Do you knw t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	Yes-well, I know t h a t  much, t h a t  h e  was second generation-he 

was t h e  son of an immigrant t o  t h e  United States,  l i v e d  i n  San 

Francisco, must have done r a t h e r  well ,  because a s  a comparatively 

young man, he decided t o  go t o  Europe t o  look f o r  a wife, which 

was not  uncommon i n  those day& He found a w i f e  all r ight ,  but  

decided t o  s t ay  with h i s  w i f e  i n  Europe. I've always heard, "How 

could he be t h a t  stupid?" [ laughter]  

Glaser:  	 I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out i f  t h e  reason t h a t  t h e  family came t o  

San Francisco was the  gold rush, but  I th ink  t h a t  t h a t  would have 

been not-? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 H i s  f a the r ,  or  grandfather--I'm not  q u i t e  c l e a r  about t h a t  

En t i r e ly  possibly, yes. See, my mother was born i n  '88, h e r  

s ister--

Glaser: 	 The gold rush would have been only fo r ty  yea r s  before t h a t  That 

could account, yes-



S c h i l l e r :  Yes1 Absolutely. And he r  sister was t e n  y e a r s  older, a t  l e a s t -  

May have even been twelve y e a r s  older.  

Glaser: Well, the  death apparently s c a t t e r e d  t h e  family, there's no doubt 

about tha t .  W e l l ,  t e l l  me about your schooling. Did you go t o  a 

p r iva te  school? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  no. I d id  n o t  go t o  a p r i v a t e  school. 

## [telephone in te r rup t ion]  

Glaser:  	 You s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about your schooling. I had asked you i f  

you'd gone t o  a p r iva te  school. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Oh. No, I d i d  n o t  go t o  a p r i v a t e  school .  I wen t  t o  pub1 i c  

school, and I 'm t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  why i t  was that-I went t o  

school a y e a r  early. Was i t  t h a t  I went a y e a r  early,  or  t h a t  I 

had been p r iva te ly  tu to red  and then theref  o re  went into--I'm 

sorry. I can't t e l l  you f o r  s u r a  I n  any case. i n  assuming t h a t  

had continued t o  persecute me f o r  t h e  r e s t  of my life. I was 

always t o o  young f o r  everything. Until ,  a l l  of a sudden. I was 

t o o  o ld  f o r  everything. [ laughter]  

W a 1 .  no t  only that.  I only went f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  t h e  



[lower?] publ ic  school, t h a t  began t o  be ca l l ed  

frankly, and s o  it normally was f o u r  years. And theref  ore, got  

i n t o  high school gymnasium, a s  it was called, too  ear ly ,  one year  

t o o  early--more than one year, one and a h a l f  years, o r  whatever 

it was. And then f in i shed  high school much too early,  but tha t ' s  

a d i f f e r e n t  s tory.  

Glaser: T e l l  me why you went i n t o  a public school? I would th ink  that ,  

given your family s t a tus ,  you would have gone t o  a p r i v a t e  

school. 

Schi l ler :  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  say something e l s e  about that. Now, p o l i t i c a l l y ,  my 

parents  were both very l ibe ra l .  I can only guess a t  these  

things. Obviously, it was not  being discussed wi th  me. I th ink 

they did bel ieve  that-they believed i n  publ ic  education, ra ther  

than specia l  kind of education. Which did no t  mean t h a t  I did  

no t  have a b e n e f i t  i n  add i t iona l  education, l i k e  piano lessons, 

and language lessons  obviously. From t h e  very beginning, 

whenever my parents  went on vacation-that was something they 

did, s t rangely  enough, they did  go w e r y  year  f o r  t h r e e  t o  four 

weeks during t h e  summer, and f o r  one t o  two weeks i n  the  winter. 

I always was wi th  them. 

So, I had seen from my e a r l i e s t  years, I had seen q u i t e  a 

b i t  of 'yf oreign countries: Switzerland, I t a ly ,  p a r t s  of France, 



Austria. Otechoslwakia. It had an  e a r l y  impact on m e .  I would 

come back t o  school and l i s t e n  t o  what some of the  teachers  had 

t o  say. and s a y  t o  myse l f ,  "That ju s t  i s n ' t  so." A s  f a r  a s  

teaching was concerned, even during almost  all t imes of the  

Weimar Republic, it was q u i t e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  always w i t h  a chip  

on the shoulder, Germany was t r e a t e d  shoddily by the  All ies,  t h a t  

o ther  people j u s t  weren't a s  good a s  Germans-and t h a t  hadn't 

been my experience. I t  annoyed me. I remember t h a t  ve ry  

c lear ly ,  t h a t  even a s  a c h i l d  I was annoyed by t h a t  kind of 

teaching, which got  L~--i n t o  t roub le  very early.  

I had a l s o  been brought up t o  speak up and say what I 

believed in.  That d idn ' t  sit t o o  w e l l  a t  any time i n  Germany. 

Glaser: 	 Herr Professor didn' t approve. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. Well, t o  get  back t o  my education, I went t o  the  gymnasium, 

which was-there were two types of high schools i n  Germany. One 

is  c a l l e d  Real Gymnasium, which was dealing wi th  t h e  more 

technical  aspects  of education, or r a t h e r  toward-not t h e  

technical  a spec t s  of education, but  of life T w a r d s  t h e  more 

technical  aspects  of math. I be l i eve  t h a t  t h e R e a l  Gymnasium d i d  

not-if it did  teach a fore ign language, i t  may have been one, 

and i f  so, I th ink i t  was voluntary. 



Whereas, I went t o  what i s  known a s  Humanistisches 

Gymnasium, humanistic high school. I had, from t h e  f i r s t  day I 

went there, t o  t h e  l a s t  day, one hour of La t in  every day. That 

was my f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  fo re ign  language i n  high school. After 

t h r e e  yea rs  of Latin, one hour wery other  day of Greek was added 

t o  that.  And still, no 1iv ing language. A t  the  same t i m e ,  you 

had a choice of e i t h e r  French or English or I t a l i a n  or Spanish. 

Glaser: When did you l e a r n  German? 

Schi l ler :  Oh1 German, of course. That's taken f o r  g ran ted  NO, German 

had t o  be a t  l e a s t  one hour a day. I n  fac t ,  it became more than 

one hour a day, because i t  was then subdivided i n t o  w r i t i n g  and 

l i t e r a t u r e ,  e t c  Since I did know-since I spoke English and my 

French was [pause] hal t ing,  s h a l l  v e  say, I took French t o  s t a r t  

o u t  with, and then because we had been i n  I t a ly ,  and I picked up 

a l i t t l e  I t a l i a n ,  I took I t a l i a n  i n  addition. 

Glaser: Well, it sounds-is i t? - - to  r e l a t e  those t o  a college, a s  i f  your 

Humanistisches Gymnasium would be l i k e  a l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  whereas 

t h e  Real Gymnasium would be t o  prepare one f o r  a profession such 

a s  engineering, or--

Sch i l l e r :  O r  anything e l se ,  yes. Not, however, you would have had 

d i f f i c ' h t y  t o  e n t e r  medical school o r  law school unless you had 



been t o  Humanistisches Gymnasium. 

Glaser: W h e r e d i d o n e g e t t h e s c i e n c e b a c k g r o u n d ,  then? 

S c h i l l e r: Well, w e  d i d  have science, too. But much l a t e r .  And math, not  

t o  t h e  extent  t h a t  you would have had i n  other  schools. I 


think--well, of course, t h e  f i r s t  sc i ence  w e  had s t a r t i n g  from 

t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  gymnasium was biology. Then, two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

they added physics, and a yea r  a f t e r  t h a t  chemistry. So w e  d id  

g e t  a l l  of t h a t  There was a much heavier  demand on what you had 

t o  do. 

Glaser: Didthismeanthatyouhadamuchlonger school day? 

S c h i l l e r  : No, I don't  renember-

Glaser: To cover all of t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  something. 

S c h i l l e r  : Well, e i t h e r  tha t ,  o r  you had t o  study a t  home. No--you had a 

very long school day, actual ly.  I th ink  you did. A t  l e a s t  u n t i l  

t h ree  o'clock or so. There was just-not a long break; they bad 

j u s t  ten,  f i f t e e n  minute breaks i n  between But not  l i k e  you 

h m e  here, a n  hour's break f o r  lunch, or something l i k e  t h a t  

J u s t  didn't e a t  t h a t  much [laughs]. O r  whatever you a te ,  you a t e  

r a the r '  quickly. 



Glaser: 	 Then you didn' t  go home f o r  lunch? 

Schi l ler :  	 No. Did I ?  [thinking] You k n ~ ,I r ea l l y  cannot remember. I 

don't r e a l l y  know. The curriculum--well, f i r s t  of a l l ,  you have 

two more years  i n  high school than you would have i n  t h e  United 

Sta tes ,  s o  anybody who matr icula tes  from high school has  roughly 

equivalent of t he  lowest universi ty degree. 

Glaser : 	 Do you mean t h a t  those tuo  yea r s  a r e  the  equivalent of a B. A 7 

Schi l l e r :  	 I think an  associate--&&--yes. I would th ink i t ' s  about that .  

Glaser: 	 Did you have t o  go t o  school on Saturday? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. 

Glaser: 	 For a f u l l  day, o r  a h a l f  day? Oh, f o r g e t  it. If  you don't  

remember it, i t ' s  not  important. 

Schi l ler :  [laughs] W e l l ,  a probably reasonably f u l l  day. I mean, it was a 

six-day week, no matter-life was a six-day week, real ly.  m a t  

wouldn't s t r i k e  me a s  pa r t i cu la r ly  strange. 

Glaser: 	 Now, you have spoken about the teachers, the professors, t h a t  you 



did-or, does one say "prof essorn i n  t h e  gymnasium, or  i s  i t  j u s t  

a teacher? Did they have t h a t  t i t l e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 They had t h e  t i t l e  "professor," most of them did. Some didn't, 

but  then they were j u s t  looked darn upon. Herr Professor. 

Glaser: 	 You've spoken of those t h a t  you didn't like. Did you have any 

t h a t  you did  enjoy? 

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. I had many t h a t  I d i d  enjoy,  and I guess  t h i s  i s  

typ ica l  f o r  anyone, t h a t  i f  you enjoy a teacher, you l e a r n  more, 

and i f  you don't enjq a teacher, you don't l e a r n  much. Now, my 

f i r s t  professor i n  mathematics I l iked,  and h e  was e x c e l l e n t  

Whatever I know, which i s  l i t t l e ,  about math, I learned from him. 

The next few years, I had a t e r r i b l e  teacher  i n  math  Oh, h e  

a l s o  was our physics professor. So I always had a g rea te r  l i k i n g  

f o r  physics than I had f o r  chemistry. We had a t e r r i b l e  

chemistry professor, and we had a t e r r i b l e  math professor. 

Afterwards-in f a c t ,  h e  was somebody who was probably a n  

alcoholic;  h e  appeared t o  be drunk a t  a l l  times. Didn't c a r e  

what we did, couldn't expla in  anything, and a s  long a s  we did  our 

homework s o  h e  could e n t e r  t h a t  i t  was done, all he cared. As a 

consequence, I b e c a m e 1  didn't pass i n  math, i n  t h e . h i g h e r  

c lasses ,  even though I had been--not only had I been a n  A s tudent  

i n  math, I had a s s i s t e d  the  professor i n  teaching, and physics, I 



was h i s  assistant .  Which f e l l  by t he  wayside w i th  a poor 

teacher. But, t h a t ' s  l i f e .  

Glaser: 	 Did you have a goal for  yourself ,  or did your parents have a goal 

f o r  you when you were i n  high school? 

Schi l ler :  	 I don't think sa W e l l ,  my mother I 'm su re  always had t h e  same 

goal: . But she didn't-not a t  t h a t  ear ly  stage, where 

my fa ther  was al ive,  it wasn't being discussed. I was only being 

discussed a s  a matter  of f a c t  afterwards. Of course, I had t o  be 

a doctor; t he r e  was j u s t  absolutely no way out of that ,  and I was 

going t o  be one. 

My father,  I do not  think, had a goal f o r  me other than t o  

give me the best  possible education. Of course, i f  I had t he  

apti tude,  I would have gone t o  university, e t c  But I th ink I 

would h w e  had a reasonable choice; I mean, I would have been 

ab le  t o  choose on my own what I r e a l l y  wanted t o  do. Yes, i n  t h e  

l a s t  few years  of high school, I had a goal f o r  myself, and i t  

had nothing t o  do wi th  medicine. I was e i t h e r  going t o  be a 

w r i t e r  or  a sculptor  o r  an actor;  somewhere i n  the  a r t s ,  but not  

medicine. 	 I didn't r u l e  out medicine, l e t  me put it t h i s  way. 

l i k e d  medicine, but  I was personally more in t r igued by the  arts.  

So, that's-none of which has come t rue .  [laughter] 

I 



Glaser: 	 With t h i s  heavy school load, did you have time f o r  hobbies? 

Schi l ler :  Yes. I did have time fo r  hobbies. F i r s t  of all, my hobbies were 

q u i t e  minor, sha l l  we say. Since I spent a great deal of t i m e  a) 

i n  school b)out of school doing homework, or c)attending t o  my 

piano lessons, and reading voraciously--I was reading a b s d u t e l y  

everything t h a t  came t o  my... There wasn't much l e f t .  I did 

vexy ear ly  take some photography, including development of f i lms  

and printing, which happened t o  be a l so  my father's hobby, which 

I guess I inher i ted i n  cer ta in  ways. From a very early age, I 

may have been about not q u i t e  one year old, and I couldn't r ea l ly  

walk yet, I was taken sk i ing  and did s k i  [laughter]. I n  fact, I 

skiied a t  t h a t  time be t te r  than I walked. As long a s  my father  

was alive,  	we went ski ing every winter. 

Glaser: 	 Wheredidyougo?  

Schi l ler :  	 In  an area which is  called the  Giant Moutains, Riesengeberge, 

which i s  on the border between Germany and Qechoslovakia. That 

was where the  c losest  high mountains t o  us [were], and usually on 

the Qech side because they had be t te r  snow conditions. 

Glaser: 	 Surely you had a stamp collection. 

Schil ler:  	 Yes, of course I did. It didn' t  i n t e r e s t  me. 



Glaser: 	 Every human boy has- 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes, of course. I n  f ac t ,  it was . It d i d  no t  

r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t  me. Well, I had o ther  col lect ions.  I th ink  I 

had a b e e d e  col lec t ion ,  b u t t e r f l y  c o l l e c t i o n  And I was, much 

la ter - -a t  t h e  t ime when I got  involved i n  physics, I was 

const ruct ing  rockets. 

Glaser : 	 Really I Way back then? I didn' t-

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. Well, rockets  had just--were being used a t  t h a t  t ime i n  

Germany f o r  propulsion of motor cars,  j u s t  a s  a n  experiment. I n  

fact ,  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  use of rockets  i n  Germany t h a t  mwed 

anything, was a car. I n  f ac t ,  I th ink it  was Ope1 who 

constructed t h e  f i r s t  rocket  car. They were t r i e d  out  on t h e  

what was kncrwn a s  the  w h u s w  [spel l s ] ,  which was t h e  f i r s t  

freeway or motorway i n  anywhere i n  t h e  world, which was 

contructed between B e r l i n  and Potsdam. It  was ueed f o r  rac ing 

occasionally, and f o r  try-outs of t h i s  rocket  car. That 

i n t r i g u e d  me. 

When I went a s t e p  fu r the r ,  I was in t r igued  by ' t h e  i d e a  of 

using it  f o r  propulsion t o  ge t  o u t  of o r b i t  of t h e  e a r t h  W q 

back then. I had an e l e c t r i c  r a i l road ,  which of course, every 



boy had an  e l e c t r i c  r a i l  r o a d  Instead of running i t  around i n  

c i rc les ,  I b u i l t  a ramp, and pu t  a f l a t  car  on t h a t  ramp, on t h a t  

rail, and loaded it up w i t h  a c e r t a i n  gas [makeshift?] which I 

manufactured myself, and a t  one t i m e  blew up my whole room, 

including t h e  windows out  [laughter]. I th ink that ' s  t h e  one 

time t h a t  rqy fa ther 'was  a l i t t l e  cross  wi th  me. 

Glaser : 	 But normally, he encouraged your s c i e n t i f i c  experiments. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 I guess so, yes. I n  fac t ,  I ' m  lucky t h a t  I got  away unscathed, 

because t h e r e  was test tubes, glass;  I f i l l e d  them wi th  t h a t  gas 

mix which I generated by separa t ing wa te r  i n t o  oxygen and 

hydrogen That mixture was very inflammable, very exp los ive  

loaded t h a t  mixture i n t o  a test tube, and then when I was ready, 

went wi th  a match and [snaps f ingers] .  And i n  fac t ,  I did manage 

t o  g e t  t h e  l i t t l e  f l a t  c a r  moving all t h e  way up t h e  ramp and 

s t a r t  out i n  a t ragectory and f a l l  down i n  t h e  room. So, I've 

done t h a t  a few times, u n t i l  one t i m e  I t r i e d  t o  make t o o  much of 

t h e  gas. 

Very early,  too, I used p a r t s  t h a t  were abandoned o r  

discarded-

##[end tape 1, s ide  b; begin tape  2, side a] 

I 



Glaser: 	 You were t a l k i n g  about using t h e  re jec ted  instruments from your 

f a t h e r ' s  1ab-

Schi l ler :  	 Yea W e l l ,  a l l  kinds of implements and p a r t s  of t h e  equipment8 

t h a t  were rejected,  or  had gone wrong, ended up i n  my hands, and 

I was t r y i n g  t o  bui ld  s c i e n t i f i c ,  quote unquote, apparatus. 

had b u i l t  a s c i e n t i f i c  bench wi th  diodes and end meters, where I 

could produce e l e c t r i c i t y  of varying voltages,  e t c  Most of it 

was r a t h e r  unsafe, s h a l l  we say, but  I d id  i t  anyway. 

Glaser: 	 Did you hsve-you must have had time--tell me about your 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  your classmates. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 My c lassmates-wel l ,  it's hard t o  generalize. I guess 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  my classmates were always hampered by two 

things. One was, I was younger than they were, most of them, and 

w e n  one year  or  one and a h a l f  years, o r  i n  some ins tances  two 

or  t h r e e  years, is  a tremendous d i f ference  a t  t h a t  age. And 

secondly, w i t h  few exceptions, one of which I have mentioned l i k e  

math l a t e r  on. I was an A student, which doesn't endear a c h i l d  

t o  others. And more than that ,  I was kind of s t r a n g a  I was 

dressed, c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  beginning, d i f ferent ly .  I had a 

d i f f e r e n t  ha i rcu t ;  L i t t l e  Lord Fauntlerag kind of h a i r c u t  from 

most of t h e  k ids  w i t h  whom I went t o  school i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

years. 

I 



Glaser : 	 How were you dressed d i f fe ren t ly?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 B e t t e r  clothes. Probably mostly tha t ,  and I spoke other  

languages. 

Glaser : 	 Were you more sophist icated,  is  t h i s  what you' re saying? 

S c h i l l e r  : Probably. I n  c e r t a i n  ways I was, and i n  c e r t a i n  ways I was a 

b r a t  I was a l s o  usually [the] teacher's p e t  I mean, not  

in ten t iona l ly .  

Glaser: 	 That 's  not an  endearing thing. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 NO, none of which i s  endearing. But it's r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me 

t o  rees tabl ish .  I th ink  by and large ,  r e la t ionsh ips  were f a i r l y  

good; I obviously had some friends,  I know t h a t  w e  had p a r t i e s  a t  

t h e  house, c e r t a i n l y  on my birthday. I usually had twelve t o  

f i f t e e n  ch i ld ren  t h e r e  Those were k i d s  who, some who went t o  

school, neighbors, etc.  

I d id  have during those y e a r s  one o r  two c lose  fr iends,  

w i t h  whom I spent  most of my time, and e s s e n t i a l l y  t h i s  has  

remained f o r  t h e  rest of my l i f e .  



Glaser: 	 Were there  school clubs, l i k e  a La t in  Club, o r  a Camera Club? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No; no t  t h a t  I know of. Of course, you know, the re  was something 

else--you had obligatory r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  school, which 

of course doesn't yet d s t  i n  t h e  United States. I at tended 

that,  but  you had your choice during the  Weimar Republic t o  

a t t end  any re l ig ious  i n s t r u c t i o n  I found that--that in t r igued  

me ,  and I've been probably i n  every re l ig ious  denominational 

i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e  was a t  t h e  t i m e ,  simply because I wanted t o  

f i n d  ou t  what was the difference,  i f  any? I found that ,  

e s sen t i a l ly ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn't much of a difference. That's 

why I could never qui te ,  w e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  not understand what 

it was t h a t  supposedly made t h e  d i f ference  between various people 

and va r ious  re l ig ions .  

Glaser: 	 Did you have any Jewish a f f i l i a t i o n  a t  hane? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 N a  Well, I mean, t h e r e  was never any quest ion about t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  we were Jws. But i f  you mean, was t h e r e  any observenee--? 

Glaser : 	 Observance or  at tendance a t  a synagogue? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 N a  Well, l e t  me qual i fy  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  My mother came from 

a t o t a l l y  non-observant family, and her parents already were 

t o t a l l y  non-observant, and probably before her pa rents, pr obably 



her grandparents were not  r e a l l y  observant. She, too, t h e r e  was 

n w e r  a ques t ion t h a t  she  was J e w i s h  H e r  brother, f o r  

instance--she was, a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  she  was brought up by 

an uncle who was d e f i n i t e l y  Jewish, who had married a Catholic, 

and it's worth whi le  noting t h a t  both my g r e a t  uncle and h i s  

wife, t h e  Catholic, 'were taken t o  a concentration camp and 

exterminated, and s o  was t h e i r  child. 

On my father's side, my grandfather, whi le  my grandmother-

a t  l e a s t ,  so  I ' m  told-was s t i l l  al ive,  they had a kosher 

household I th ink he-my f a t h e r  used t o  say t h a t  h e  l i k e d  t o  

come and have dinner wi th  us, because then he could e a t  wha twer  

he  l i k e d  Which was not--we didn't have a kosher household a t  

any t i m e .  So much f o r  that.  My fa the r  would hold a Seder on 

Pesach-Passwer-and I th ink he did observe Yom Kippur. 

[laughs] Very se lec t ive .  

Glaser: 	 Did they say Yiskor, the prayer f o r  the  dead? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. I th ink  that ' s  t h e  only t ime t h a t  my fa the r  would go t o  

synagogue, would be on Yom Kippur. I don't think my mother w e r  

did, but I don't  know. I may do her an in jus t i ce .  She may have. 

Glaser: 	 Did you have a sense t h a t  the re  was an a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  the  

Jewish. community i n  B reslau? 



Schi l l e r :  	 Not per  se; my father 's  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  was an  at torney,  who was 

Jewish, who had married a Protes tant  wife. They j u s t  had grown 

up together. And h e  had another f a i r l y  c lose  f r iend,  they both 

were Jewish. I guess yes, I would say t h e r e  was' t h e  c lose r  

f r i e n d s  were Jewish, but I th ink t h a t  was more a quest ion of what 

they were than who they were. It was a l e v e l  of education, or 

the  l e v e l  of working together, or  having grown up together, or  

something l i k e  tha t ,  more than anything else.  

As f a r  a s  I can t e l l ,  going back t h a t  f a r ,  my f a t h e r  

certainly-both my parents  were t o t a l l y  accepted social ly.  It 

made no di f ference  whether they were Jewish or n o t  I know t h a t  

many of t h e  people who were my father 's  p a t i e n t s  belonged to, 

before World War 11, was aristocracy,  and f o r  reasons unbeknown 

i n  t h e  Weimer Republic, s t i l l  claimed t o  be ar is tocrarg .  Very 

many very Prussian people-and t h a t  app l i es  inc iden ta l ly  a l s o  t o  

some professionals. Some of t h e  doctor f r i ends  t h a t  he  had were 

not  Jewish, even though it's always been sa id  t h a t  all doctors 

were Jews; 	 tha t ,  of course, is nonsense. He had, yes, some 

Jewish doctor fr iends,  but  h e  had a l o t  of Christ ian doctor 

friends. One of h i s  bosses who came q u i t e  of t e n  t o  have dinner 

wi th  us, bosses a t  the university. He was known throughout 

Germany a s  a h e a r t  s p e c i a l i s t ,  had a t i t le1 don't remember h i s  

name now, 	 but  i t  was so-and-so Von whatever. 



He i n  f a c t  was t h e  one who t r e a t e d  him during h i s  f i n a l  

i l lness .  So, though I would say w i t h  many of the people w e  had 

nothing i n  common or my parents  had nothing i n  common 

po l i t i ca l ly .  They d id  have apparently q u i t e  a b i t  i n  common 

otherwise. 

Glaser: Was t h e r e  a d i s t i n c t l y  Jewish neighborhood i n  Breslau? 

S c h i l l e r  : N a  There wasn't--or, i f  t h e r e  was, I was n o t  aware of it In  

both ins tances  where we l ived,  it c e r t a i n l y  wasn't I n  fac t ,  

the re  were very few Jews where we l ived,  i f  any. [They were j u s t  

a t ? ]  d i f f e r e n t  ends of the c i t y ,  actually.  I don' t th ink so. 

Glaser: Tel l  me about your father 's  d e a t h  What happened then? Was your 

mother a b l e  t o  sell h i s  pract ice?  

S c h i l l e r :  N a  I don't th ink sa My mother-as I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  my 

father 's  a t t i t u d e  t o  money was, you know, . 
Nevertheless. a s  f a r  a s  I a m  a b l e  t o  reconst ruct  now, h e  l e f t  a 

s i z a b l e  income behind, or  s i z  able  be1ongings behind, an estate.  

Sizable by German concepts a t  the t i m e .  But, i t  was 'all very  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  hold together and one of h i s  c l o s e s t  fr iends,  t h e  

at torney,  helped my mother do t h a t  But my mother s a i d  from t h e  

very beginning t h a t  she wished my fa ther  vould have involved her  



i n  f inanc ia l  matters. Money was something t h a t  was n w e r  

discussed. I knm t h a t  a t  one time, I was i n  the next room, i n  

my parents1 bedroom, and t h e  door was s l i g h t l y  a jar ,  and i t  was 

during t he  i n f l a t i o n  time and my fa ther  and my parents were 

s i t t i n g  together  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room. They were discussing t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  he had t o  do something because wi th  all t he  work, the re  

was not enough money t o  pay something-whatever i t  was. 

I was t e r r i b l y  shocked. They were discussing a concept, 

something t h a t  I had n w e r  heard them discuss before, and never 

ever since1 Money j u s t  was something t h a t  was beneath t h e i r  

d ign iw t o  concern themselves about or discuss. 

Glaser: Did it  f r i gh t en  you t o  hear t ha t ?  

Schi l ler :  Yes, it absolutely frightened me. In  fac t ,  I was so  fr ightened 

t h a t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I sa id  something t o  my f a the r  the next day. 

H e  frowned f o r  a moment, and then h e  rea l i zed  how I must have 

overheard it He said, "Don't concern yourself. Money i s  not  

something t h a t  anyone should w e r  be concerned about. It's 

r ea l l y  not something t h a t  you-I don't know why we discussed it 

Don't worry about it. Money is j ust  something t h a t  one has t o  

have t o  pay f o r  whatever one buys. Well, f o r  reasons t h a t  a r e  

too d i f f i c u l t  t o  explain t o  you r i g h t  now, sometimes w e n  though 

one has the  necessary means, they a r e  not  readi ly  available. And 



tha t ' s  r e a l l y  what w e  were discussing, but it's something t h a t  is 

n w e r  discussed vhen you're w i t h  f r iends ,  never discussed a t  the 

t a b l a  I f  you have t o  d iscuss  money, you discuss  it w i t h  your 

banker. But no t  with anyone else." 

He said, "Money is  r e a l l y  not important i n  l i f e .  The 

important  th ing  i s  t h a t  you do what you do, do it  r ight ,  and t h a t  

you have a purpose i n  l i f e  Everything e l s e  doesn't matter." I t  

i s  something which has deeply influenced me, because I would say 

u n t i l  q u i t e  recently,  I have n w e r  considered money important. 

Essent ia l ly ,  it's very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  consider money 

important,  w e n  now t h a t  I know t h a t  it has a d e f i n i t e  purpose, 

or  t h a t  unfortunately i t  i s  needed f o r  c e r t a i n  purposes. O r  

t ha t ,  when one i s  reasonably young, and i s  not  concerned about 

money, there  comes a time when one w i l l  have t o  be concerned 

about money. 

But my mother was j u s t  complaining e s s e n t i a l l y  about t h e  

same thing, t h a t  my f a t h e r  never l e t  her  pa r t i c ipa te .  I said, 

"Did he e v e r  do a n y t h i n g  abou t  i t ? "  She s a i d ,  qo ."  H e  d idn ' t  

ei ther .  And therefore,  nobody knew exactly what the  s i t u a t i o n  

was, and it  took some t ime t o  es tabl ish .  We found a g r e a t  deal 

of money t h a t  was, w e n  a t  t h a t  time, n w e r  been b i l l ed ,  n w e r  

been collected,  and we didn't do anything about i t  e i the r ,  a t  

t h a t  time. But the re  was essentially--my then guardian, namely 



my father 's  b e s t  fr iend,  and my mother and I es tab l i shed  t h a t  

the re  was enough a )  t o  1ive  reasonably comfortably b) under 

normal circumstances, which already didn't e x i s t  any m a r e .  It 

was end of 1930, Nwember 1930. 

Glaser: 	 Was i n f l a t i o n  s t i l l  on, you mean? 

S c h i l l e r: Yes. Well. no. no t  i n f l a t i o n ,  but p o l i t i c a l l y .  th ings  weren't 

r i g h t  any more. 

Glaser: 	 Was t h a t  t h e  yea r  of H i t l e r ' s  push. t h e  [beer h a l l ? ]  push? 

S c h i l l e r: No [thinking]. I 'm sorry-if you want me t o  look these  th ings  

up. I can. 

Glaser: 	 Not a t  a l l .  

S c h i l l e r: 	Okay. 

Glaser: 	 Hw did your mother handle her  g r i e f ,  a t  your f a the r '  s death? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well. she was a person who didn't show emotion very much, except 

occasionally. 

Glaser: 	 Did t h a t  hinder you i n  your coming t o  terms wi th  your l o s s ?  



S c h i l l e r :  N a  I mean, I would say a t  t h a t  - t i m e ,  i t  wasn't a ques t ion of my 

coming t o  terms w i t h  her; I was sti l l  a child, I was j u s t  

t h i r t e e n  Of course, I mean personally-I was gr ief -s t r iken;  but  

more than grief-striken. f o r  some reason I blamed myself, which 

i s  nothing unusual, f o r  my father 's  death, I had nothing t o  do 

wi th  it. But somehow, I f dt responsible. But more than tha t ,  a 

few days e a r l i e r ,  before h i s  death, h e  had ta lked t o  m e  and said, 

"When you and mother a r e  alone, you w i l l  have t o  take wer, and 

you w i l l  have t o  be the one who w i l l  have t o  take care of her." 

And t h a t  was l y i n g  on my shoulders l i k e  a tremendous load  a t  t h e  

time, and he  was not e n t i r e l y  wrong. 

Well, i n  many respects, she  was not  what you would ca l l  a 

r a t i o n a l  person Don't misunderstand that ,  it doesn't mean t h a t  

she  was disturbed o r  i r r a t i o n a l  i n  t h a t  sense. But, she  was a 

ve ry  s t rong person, and a very opinionated person, which I didn't 

r e a l i z e  u n t i l  much l a te r .  As long a s  my fa the r  was a l ive ,  he had 

kind of overshadowed her, i n  h i s  o p i n i o n  He was a very so f t -  

spoken person, and a very gen t l e  person general ly speaking. H e  

st i l l  was a very fo rce fu l  person. He was vkry short ;  h e  was much 

shor te r  than I am, and I ' m  short.  S t i l l ,  he  always occupied a 

somewhat canmanding position. 

It i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what went on i n  my 



mother's head a t  t h e  t i m e .  I had hoped t h a t  she vould continue 

the same f r i endsh ips  t h a t  my parents  had, but she s t a r t e d  t o  

withdraw more and more, and ins tead  was concentrat ing on v h a t  she  

c o n ~ i d e r e d  "doing t h e  r i g h t  th ing by me." Namely, t o  make s u r e  

t h a t  I was going t o  g e t  my education, e t c  etc ,  vhich of course 

is  perfec t ly  l e g i t i m a t e  and understandable. But, v h a t  she r e a l l y  

v a s  doing v a s  she [pause], how does one say t h a t ?  To put it very 

simply, I th ink it's bes t  s t a t e d  i n  one sentence: t h a t  she used 

more more o f t en  a s  t ime  v e n t  o n  "After all, you must 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  the only reason I am a l i v e  i s  t o  take care of y o u  

I f  it veren' t  you, I wouldn't be h e r e  any more" [laughs] That 

pu t s  another g u i l t  t r i p  on you, of course. And, no no, she had 

no purpose i n  l i f e ;  s h e  made very clear. Absolutely no purpose, 

o ther  than t o  take care  of me. 

W e l l ,  v i t h i n  t v o  years, I had p r w e n  t o  myself and perhaps 

t o  her  toor vhich didn't make it any eas ier ,  t h a t  the decision 

had t o  be made by somebody, and I v a s  making t h e  decisions, and I 

was taking care  of her, r a t h e r  than she  v a s  taking care of me. 

That i s  t h e  reason, fo r  instance, t h a t  v e  l e f t  Germany. She 

vould n o t  have l e f t  Germany. But it became a very d i f f i c u l t  

re la t ionship ,  u n t i l  her death i n  t h e  United States.  Don't ask m e  

vhen. . I f  you v a n t  t o  knov, I v i l l  f i n d  out. 

Glaser: Did s h e  l i v e  wi th  you i n  t h e  United S ta tes?  



Schi l l e r :  Oh, yes. Yes. Well, t h i s  i s  the  thing. See, she l i v e d  w i t h  me. 

wi th  my v i f e  and my chi ldren a l l  t h e  time, a t  a l l  times, and v a s  

still taking care of m a  Or,  i f  she wasn't taking care of me, 

she was blaming me f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she had-she was dying a 

pauper. Because, i f  I hadn't forced he r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  place t o  

l eave  Germany, and i n  t h e  second place t o  l eave  a t  t h a t  t ime 

Palest ine,  now Is rae l ,  she wouldn't have l o s t  everything t ha t  she 

had. 

Glaser: 	 Did you continue t o  l i v e  i n  t h a t  house t h a t  was par t ly  your 

f a t he r ' s  off ice ,  a f t e r  h i s  death? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No.  Only fo r  a very sho r t  time; w i th in  I guess about s i x  month, 

we sold  everything, whatever could be sold, ggve away what had t o  

be given avay, and mwed t o  Berlin. 

Glaser: 	 Oh, t h a t m u s t h a v e  beenaterriblewrenchforyou. 

Schi l ler :  	 Yes, it was. 

Glaser: 	 You l o s t  your fa ther ,  and then you l o s t  your background. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 I l o s t  my fa ther ,  I l o s t  my two bes t  fr iends.  And, a budding 

f r iendship  wi th  a g i r l .  Ter r ib le  things t o  happen, i n  addi t ion 
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t o  everything e l se ,  yes. Yes. Perfec t ly  true.  

Glaser: Was B e r l i n  wewhelming i n  i ts  s i z e  and t h e  b u s t l e  of i t ?  

S c h i l l e r  : Well, no. Because, I'd been t o  B e r l i n  q u i t e  o f t e t l  I had q u i t e  

of ten  stayed v i t h  my g r e a t  uncle and g rea t  aunt i n  Berl in,  which 

inc iden ta l ly  was i n  East  B e r l i n ,  what now i s  Eas t  Berlin That's 

where they had a business. 

Glaser: 	 Whatwas t h a t  sec t ion ca l led?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 I t  was Brandenburger Strasse,  but I don't know what t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  quar te r  was ca l l ed  t h e r a  But t h a t  i s  where I made my 

f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  acquaintances, both on t h e  extreme l e f t  and t h e  

extreme right. Because, i t  r e a l l y  was ac tua l ly  a very  

p ro le ta r i an  neighborhood. Factory workers, e t c ,  and unemployed. 

Also t h e  f i r s t  time i n  my l i f e  t h a t  I had seen police- 

##end tape 	2 s ide  a, begin tape  2 s ide  b 

Glaser: 	 --so t h a t  t h e  tape canes ou t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Okay. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 This [Berlin] i s  [the] one place where I had seen pol ice  

b r u t a l i t y  f o r  the  f i r s t  time, but  a s  time went on, unfortunately, 

pol ice  b r u t a l i t y  was not  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  these areas, but became 



more common a l l  w e r  Germany, and c e r t a i n l y  all w e r  Berlin. NO, 

when you asked o r ig ina l ly  whether i t  fr ightened me t o  be i n  

Berlin, no, it didn't a t  all. Though I had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  

t e a r  myself l o o s e  from my school, my b e s t  f r i e n d a  It  was my 

fa ther ' s  bes t  f r i e n d  who helped me a g r e a t  deal and t a lked  t o  me 

a t  the  t ime a great  deal. He rea l i zed  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  I 

experienced, and h e  ta lked me i n t o  accepting t h a t  He said, you 

know, educationally and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  it i s  much b e t t e r  f o r  you t o  

be i n  B e r l i n  than t o  be i n  Breslau, because a s  I expect th ings  

w i l l  de te r io ra te  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  Germany very f a s t ,  and i n  more 

metropol i t a n  a reas  and more to1 erant  areas, probably t h e  b e t t e r  

i t  w i l l  be f o r  you. 

Glaser: 	 Could you have stayed i n  Breslau; was t h e r e  any reason f o r  mwing 

t o  Ber l in?  

Sch i l l e r :  No. The reason t h a t  we mwed was r e a l l y  my mother's d e s i r e  t o  be 

c lose  t o  h e r  family, or  the  remnants of h e r  family, namely my 

g r e a t  aunt and g r e a t  uncler who brought he r  u p  But t h a t  was one 

of t h e  reasons. Secondly, my father 's  brother  was i n  Berl in;  he 

had got ten  married much e a r l i e r ,  and he  was married t o  another 

doctor, both opthalmologists,  and both i n  p rac t i ce  together  i n  

B e r l i n ,  I don't know where my aunt and he r  husband, my father 's  

s i s t e r ,  were; I don't remember now. I think they were sti l l  i n  

Br e s l  au. 



One other reason t h a t  my mother wanted t o  mwe was t h a t  her 

brother was i n  Breslau, and she had t o t a l l y  broken wi th  him. 

There was no re la t ionsh ip  l e f t .  I w i l l  never know why; I don't 

even know whether he  might have been s t i l l  a l i v e  when we were 

here, when we came h e r e  He had mwed t o  [Bogota?], and s o  I 

don't know what happened t o  him really.  A s  I had mentioned 

ea r l i e r ,  he had married a German a r i s t oc r a t ,  and t h e r e  was a very 

s t rong enmity between my mother and h i s  wife,  I think. I th ink 

t h a t  had something t o  do wi th  it, but she always denied that .  It 

was a l l  "my uncle's f a u l t n  I ' m  q u i t e  sure, knowing my mother 

ra the r  w e l l ,  s ince I did ge t  t o  know her r a t he r  we l l  i n  l a t e r  

years, i s  t ha t  she contributed her part, a t  l eas t .  I've always 

been a l i t t l e  unhappy about it, because I remember him a s  being- 

well ,  he  was di f ferent .  He was very tall; very dashing i n  

appearance, and of course h e  was a cavalry o f f i c e r  i n  World War 

I; did all the  th ings  t ha t  Prussian o f f i c e r s  would do l i k e  

dueling, so t h a t  you would have s ca r s  on t h e  face, and a l l  these 

wonderful things. 

But, nevetheless, he was always very nice t o  m e  That's a l l  

I can say, of course  So, I do not know what happened t o  him, 

bu t  i t 's  a p i ty .  But t h a t  was, I th ink ,  one of t h e  r e a sons  t o  

l eave  Breslau, because her brother  was i n  Breslau, so  a t  l e a s t  

t he r e  was a distance. And I have t o  say t h a t  my mother's aunt  



and uncle were r e a l l y  the only grandparents I ever  had, t h a t  I 

was aware of, o ther  than my fa ther ' s  f a t h e r  f o r  a very b r i e f  

time. 

Glaser: 	 Did you l i t e r a l l y  l i v e  with them, or near them? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No, no. We l i v e d  a t  the -we  were almost a s  f a r  remwed a s  we 


were i n  Breslau-no, not  quite. We l i v e d  a t  t h e  West End, we 


l i v e d  i n  Grunewald. 


Glaser: 	 That 's a very nice sect ion.  

Sch i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes. It's a ve ry  n i c e  s e c t i o n ;  i t  t o o k  a good hour  by 

underground t o  v i s i t ,  and t h a t  was j u s t  fine. We'd v i s i t  once a 

week or so, on t h e  weekends. 

Glaser: 	 And t h a t  was enough t o  give your mother t h e  f e e l i n g  of support? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Yes. 

Glaser: 	 Did she  become l e s s  withdrawn a f t e r  t h e  mwe t o  Berl in? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 No. Actually, i f  anything more withdrawn. She became more and 

more withdrawn, i f  t h a t  was poss ib le  a t  all, during t h e  r e s t  of 

h e r  1 i f  e. She found it scandalous t h a t  we had children. 



[laughs] But once they were here, they were hers, not o u r s  

[laughs] She was very possessive, and s ince  she couldn't have me 

t h e  way she wanted me,  my o ldes t  son was a good subs t i tu te .  

Glaser: 	 What d id  she do i n  Ber l in?  Did she have no ou t s ide  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 No; s h e  was reading, w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  I guess my father 's  b e s t  

f r iends ,  cooking f o r  m e  A s  a consequence, I was l i k e  t h i s  

[makes rounded gesture;  laughs].  

Glaser : 	 I assume you l i v e d  i n  an  apartment? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. Very n ice  one, very e legant  apartment. We had taken some 

of t h e  more modern f u r n i t u r e  wi th  us. My f a t h e r  and my mother 

had added some-the music room, which was al l  new furniture. It 

was very nice, and new l ibrary .  It was a very, very elegant  

apartment. 

Glaser: 	 Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  s t r e e t  you 1ived a t ?  

S c h i l l  e r  : 	Tepl i tz  e r  S t rasse .  [ spe l l s ]  

Glaser: 	 And where d id  you go t o  school? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Grunewald Gymnasium, which was supposedly the bes t  school i n  



Berlin. That was a new experience too, because i n  con t ras t  t o  

t h e  Gymnasium where I had been or ig inal ly ,  Johanneum i n  

Latin-

Glaser : 	 Did they c a l l  it Johanneum? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, of course. It was a l s o  humanistic, but w i t h  it, you had i n  

t h e  upper classes,  you had a choice t o  branch out and become 

more-go more towards t h e  Real Gymnasium, i f  you wanted to. But 

you could a l s o  continue exact ly  where you w e r a  and something 

e l s e  which r e a l l y  was a maj or difference:  i t  was co-educational. 

Glaser: 	 A t  your age, a whole new world1 

S c h i l l e r :  	 H w  shocking1 [laughter] Vezy few g i r l s ,  mostly boys, but 

s t i l l ,  it was co-educational . 

Glaser: 	 Did t h a t  add sp ice  t o  your l i f e ?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 I don't th ink so, no, because I was a newcomer. I t  didn't add 

much, and pa r t i cu la r ly ,  I knw t h e r e  were a l l  kinds of scandalous 

goings-on, t h a t  I was aware of, and again, I was much younger 

than anybody else. I only remember one th ing t h a t  one of t h e  

teachers  had t o  leave, and very soon, one of t h e  young women had 

t o  leave, too, They vezy soon mwed t o  Vienna and had a child. 
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That's why she had t o  leave. 

Glaser: Did you say they mwed together? 

Sch i l l e r :  Yes. And of 

"the t a l k  of 

course, t h i s  was all discussed i n  g rea tes t  d e t a i l ;  

t h e  day. " 

Glaser : I would th ink so l  

Schi l ler :  Yes. Par t icular ly ,  s ince  t h e r e  were so  few educational 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  were co-educational. There were p r iva te  

schools a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  q u i t e  a few of t h e  p r iva te  schools were 

d e f i n i t e l y  ceeduca t iona l ,  but  the  publ ic  schools were not. 

Glaser: How did  t h i s  compare t o  t h e  schools you had gone t o  i n  Breslau? 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, the one i n  Breslau perhaps was more r ig id ,  and the  one i n  

Ber l in  was more l i b e r a l ,  i n  a t t i t u d e s  and teaching and 

enforcement of discipl ine.  Almost i n  w e r y  respect ,  it was more 

1i b e r a l. 

Glaser : Did you have t h e - d i d  you choose t h e  same curriculum t h a t  you had 

i n  Breslau? 

Sch i l l e r :  Essent ia l ly ,  yes. I mean. t h e r e  were some differences,  of course 



I hadn't had a s  many years-I th ink  I dropped Greek. because I 

had had a l l  t h e  Greek t h a t  I possibly could have had a t  t h e  -
Gymnasium. I had s o  much more Greek already, t h a t  then 

I would have had t o  e n t e r  a c l a s s  where they were discussing 

th ings  t h a t  y e a r s  ago I had already learned and d i scussed  So 

t h a t  was d i f fe ren t .  L a t i n  was not s t r e s s e d  a s  much any more, a s  

it was i n  Breslau. Instead, foreign languages were more 

, s t ressed,  which was f i n e  wi th  me. 

Glaser: 	 Were you a b l e  t o  form fr iendships?  

S c h i l l e r: No. Not r e a l l y .  I don't t h i n k  so. It's d i f f i c u l t  t o  say now. 

I don't  t h i n k  so, because  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  l o n g  enough. I don't--

[thinking]-I don't th ink  I stayed more than t a ~ o  and a h a l f  

years.  I t o o k a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  it. Yes, I ' m  s u r e  I was  

f r i e n d l y  wi th  some people, but  i t  was nothing t h a t  I could even- 

t h a t  l e f t  any impact on me. 

Glaser: 	 You must have been a very lonely  young boy. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. I probably was. 

Glaser: 	 Was t h e r e  an a d u l t  t h a t  you could t u r n  t o  t o  t a l k  to, and r e l a t e  

sane of t h i s ?  



Schi l l e r :  	 I don't k n w  t h a t  I s e t t l e d  i n  any way a t  the  time, because those  

were t h e  years  when I read even more than I had before, and I 

wrote  q u i t e  a b i t  I was being kept busy. I kept  mpsdf  very 

busy. When I w as-I s t a r t e d  t o  do something which I have done 

almost throughout mp l i f e ,  t h a t  I would walk around and ge t  

inspi red  bg nature  or buildings o r  whatwer ;  wha twer  happened t o  

i n t r i g u e  me, observing people. I k n w  t h a t  I created a few 

l i t t l e  scandals of my wn, t h a t  when a 14-year old writes an 

essay-a f r e e  essay, w e  were j u s t  asked t o  write a n  essay, free, 

whatwer  comes t o  your mind-on p ros t i tu t ion ,  I th ink t h a t  was 

not  accep t ib le  i n  Germany. 

Glaser: 	 Not w e n  i n  bohemian Ber l in?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 No, no, no, no. Not i n  t h e  West End, no. Something must have 

been very wrong wi th  m e  I k n w ,  my mother was ca l led ,  t h e  

ques t ion was raised--vell,  t h e r e  was a very br ief  note somewhere 

t h a t  it's not a proper subject  t o  w r i t e  about. I had t h e  

impudence of asking the  teacher, 'Well, the  w r i t i n g  was all 

r ight?"  

'What has t h a t  got t o  do wi th  i t ?  Absolutely nothing?" 

mean, t$e 	 important th ing i s  t o  write-- 'Wb do you occupy your 

mind w i t h  that?" I sa id ,  "Because I can't he lp  no t i c ing  it; I 

can't he lp  seeing it A l l  you have t o  do is go t o  t h e  

I 



Strasse." 'Wky do you do t h a t ?  Are you going t h e r e  a t  night?" I 

said,  "I go any t i m e  I want to. " 

W e l l ,  of course, I have t o  add t h a t  I j u s t  read a l l  of 

Dostqyevsky, and s o  I was t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  a Dostagevslcy s ty le ,  

and I was w r i t i n g  about a mysterious person, who I c a l l e d  in  my 

essay a s  Madame % and who f i n a l l y  committed suicide. The 

concern was t h a t  a)  e i t h e r  I had had an  experience w i t h  a 

p r o s t i t u t e  (which I hadn't), or b) t h a t  I was suicidal .  I was 

ne i the r  one. [laughs] It  was--what they didn't r e a l u e  was 

that ,  you're being asked t o  w r i t e  something, and I was q u i t e  

aware of the fact-and I remember it very clearly,  I was going t o  

shock them. And I intended t o  shock. I wanted t o  see, was it 

t h e  subj ec t  t h a t  was more important or  t h e  w r i t i n g  t h a t  they were 

a f t e r ,  o r  what? And I found o u t  The w r i t i n g  didn't matter;  the 

subj ec t  was all-important,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when y ou' r e  being given 

the freedom of s e l e c t i n g  something, why don't you w r i t e  about 

your l a s t  vacation? 

Because i t  wasn't in te res t ing!  So, i n  f a c t  then t h i s  was 

se r ious  enough t h a t  my father 's  bes t  f r iend,  who came on a v i s i t  

a t  t h a t  time, my mother showed it  t o  him and t o l d  him about it, 

and he took me a s i d e  and he shook h i s  head and he said, "You must 

know b e t t e r  than t h a t  Why did  you w r i t e  that?" I sa id ,  "Is 

arrything wrong wi th  i t ?  Is it  well-writ ten?" He said,  "Yes, 



it's q u i t e  w e l l - w r i t t e n n  I sa id ,  "What's wrong w i t h  i t ? "  H e  

said, W e l l ,  you know you would shock them. Why do t h a t ?  Why 

shock people?" W e l l ,  I guess it must have t o  do wi th  being 

four teen years  old, you know, o r  f i f t e e n  o r  whatever; t h a t  you 

have t h a t  d e s i r e  t o  shock people. 

It i s  something t h a t  I've never q u i t e  l o s t ,  incidental ly.  I 

mean, t o  be very f rank  about it, I'm st i l l  shocking peop le  I 

mean, I ' m  no t  w r i t i n g  about p r o s t i t u t e s  [laughs], that 's  not  what 

I need. I've re ta ined  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  shock people, and sometimes 

I do it deliberately.  J u s t  t o  st ir  them up and f i n d  out  what's 

going on. 

Glaser: Do you have an anti-authori ty a t t i t u d e ?  

Sch i l l e r :  Of .course I h a v e  

i f  I hadn't  had. 

I always have had. I wouldn't have survived 

Glaser: But t h a t  must have got ten  you i n t o  a l l  kinds of 

school. 

t rouble  a t  

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes, it did. Very much so. Well, it r e a l l y  was, i n  c e r t a i n  

ways, g very uneventful t i m e  Except t h a t  t h e  a r t  c l a sses  were 

very good; I enjoyed those, t h a t  we had i n  school. I th ink  t h e r e  

were one or two teachers-it 's a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from being a 



teacher's p e t  and admiring teachers, and having a personal 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  teachers. One or  two I th ink I had developed a 

very nice re la t ionsh ip  [with], a very pleasant  one. That, I 

think, helped me overcome c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Glaser: 	 Going t o  school i n  [~cha la t t enberg?]  must have meant t h a t  you 


were more wi th  y o u .  peers than you were i n  Breslau. 


Sch i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes. W e l l ,  actual ly,  I don't remember now where t h e  

Johanneum was, exactly. But, you see, i t  wasn't a neighborhood 

school. It 	was i n  Breslau, too, t h e  best Gymnasium. As a 

consequence, people from--well, more my peers were i n  t h a t  school 

than i n  t h e  	o r ig ina l  prep school. 

Glaser: 	 Oh, I guess it was i n  the prep school t h a t  you f e l t  you stood 

out, because of being b e t t e r  dressed? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. 'Ihe only way I did  stand ou t  throughout my school y e a r s  was 

my age. And, t h e  f a c t  that ,  though I was q u i t e  a t h l e t i c ,  being a 

s k i i e r ,  mountain climber, and swimmer, long-distance svimmer, I 

was shor te r  than most--first of all,  most of them were alder. 

Secondly, many were t a l l e r  than I was, and I was younger. m a t  

makes q u i t e  a difference.  

Glaser: 	 What was going on i n  Ber l in  a t  t h a t  time? 



Sch i l l e r :  	 Well, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o r  very soon a f t e r  w e  got  there, it became 

evident  t h a t  t h e r e  was a movement towards t h e  r ight ,  po l i t i ca l ly .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  a s  you probably w i l l  r e c a l l ,  Hindenberg became 

president ,  and v a s  i n  t h e  National Party-became t h e  dominent 

party, t h e  right-wing party. His o f fe r ing  t o  inc lude  H i t l e r  i n  

t h e  government c e r t a i n l y  didn't make th ings  any eas ie r ;  i n  fac t ,  

t h a t  was what got  him h i s  f i r s t  f o o t  into-. 

##end t ape  	2 s i d e  b, end of interview 1 



In te rv iew 2; 7/1/87 

Begin t a p e  3 ,  s i d e  a## 

Glaser :  	 Th i s  i s  J u l y  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  second in t e rv i ew  w i t h  Mr .  Sch i l le r .  

This  i s  j u s t  a tes t  run  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  every th ing  i s  o p e r a t i n g  

properly.  [ t e s t s ]  

Mr .  S c h i l l e r ,  i n  t h e  1930s. B e r l i n  was a very  l i v e l y ,  

c u l t u r a l  place.  I t  had t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of be ing  more bohemian and 

easygoing, and more permissive,  than  t h e  rest of Germany. While 

you were  f o u r t e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  tell m e  what  you were aware of 

c u l t u r a l l y .  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, c u l t u r a l l y ,  I guess  I wasn't t h a t  aware. I came t o  B e r l i n  

e x a c t l y  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  of age, s o  dur ing  t h e  nex t  few years ,  

d id  become aware of a c e r t a i n  amount of c u l  t u r d  goings-on For 

one thing. I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  music, and a s  a consequence, I 

went q u i t e  o f t e n  t o  t h e  opera--behind t h e  scenes. I volunteered  

as a n  e x t r a ,  and i n  t h i s  f a sh ion  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  see and hea r  

most of t h e  operas  i n  ex i s t ence ,  a t  l e a s t  t hose  t h a t  were 

performed a t  t h e  opera  i n  B e r l i n  I was aware, of course,  of t h e  

ou t s t and ing  museums t h a t  were i n  Be r l i n ,  and d id  v i s i t  them q u i t e  

o f t e n  But, what  you were r e f e r r i n g  t o  e a r l i e r ,  I t h i n k  a r e  

a r e a s  t h a t  were somewhat ou t  of my comprehension and ; I 

j u s t  was t o o  young f o r  that.  I was aware of, i n  a remote  way, 
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t h a t  B e r l i n  was d i f f e r e n t  from any o the r  c i t y  t h a t  I had s e e n  i n  

Germany, o r  most c i t i e s  t h a t  I had seen o u t s i d e  of Germany. 

Since I had n w e r  been t o  Par i s ,  and t h e  only o the r  very l a r g e  

c i t i e s  were  Swiss  or  I t a l i a n  c i t i e s  t h a t  I had seen  a t  t h a t  age, 

B e r l i n  was d i f f e r en t .  Very d i f f e r en t .  Very l i v e l y  and very--a 

tremendous amount of t r a f f i c ,  and q u i t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  

Though i t  became very obvious, w e n  t h a t  ear ly ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

t h i r t i e s ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  were changing. P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B e r l i h  

was a l s o  aware of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f r i c t i o n s  t h a t  were e x i s t e n t  i n  

Germany and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B e r l i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  because m y - a t  

l e a s t  once a  week, v i s i t s  t o  my g r e a t  aunt  and g r e a t  u n c l e -  

.during those  weekly v i s i t s ,  I became very much aware of t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f r i c t i o n s ,  pol i t i c a l  f r i c t i o n s  between va r ious  

groups i n  Germany. I n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  two s t r o n g e s t  

p a r t i e s  were  t h e  extreme l e f t  and t h e  extreme r i g h t ,  t h e  National  

S o c i a l i s t  Party on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  Communist Party on t h e  l e f t .  

I've seen  a  g r e a t  number of s t r e e t  c l a shes  and i n t e r f e r e n c e  by 

pol ice.  i nc lud ing  a  c e r t a i n  amount of po l i ce  b r u t a l i t y ,  which 

s t a r t e d  t o  e x i s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and became s t ronge r  as t i m e  went 

o n  When I r e f e r  t o  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  it's the  unwarranted use 

of force ,  q u i t e  openly, t h e  knocking down of people. sometimes 

innocent  bystanders ,  o r  t hose  who e x e r c i s e  t h e  r i g h t  of a c i t i z e n  

i n  a  democracy t o  p ro t e s t ,  without  a c t u a l l y  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  

the-how s h a l l  I say i t ?  They weren't r e a l l y  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  
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government, commerce, o r  t r a f f i c ,  o r  anything, other  than holding 

up a sign, or s tanding on the  s i d e l i n e s  a s  a  parade would go by, 

and making comments. That was, w e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  enough f o r  

po l i ce  t o  r e a c t  and t o  use b i l l y  clubs and b r u t a l l y  smash them 

wer t h e  heads o r  shoulders and knock them down. 

Glaser: Was t h i s  a s  ea r ly  a s  your f i r s t  y e a r  i n  Ber l in ,  or d id  it--? 

Sch i l l e r :  Yes, a s  e a r l y  a s  1930, and t h e n  c e r t a i n l y  i n  '31  and '32 i t  

became stronger. I th ink the  probably major l e s son  t h a t  any 

democracy can l e a r n  from what happened i n  B e r l i n  or  i n  Germany a t  

t h a t  time, i s  t h a t  the  so-called "Rwolution," the  Nazi 

revolut ion,  was t o t a l l y  wi th in  t h e  law, using t h e  t o o l s  of  t h e  

democracy, and gaining power, s t r i c t l y  on the  b a s i s  of e l e c t i o n s  

and then, a s  t h e  Nazi party became t h e  s t ronges t  party i n  

Germany, and had the  necessary votes,  by parliamentary procedures 

t o  obta in  more and more power. So i t  was a take-over by t h e  

Nazis t h a t  was t o t a l l y  w i t h i n  a t  l e a s t  t h e  apparent l e t t e r  of t h e  

law, and l e g a l i t y  of t h e  Weimar Republic. 

I t  i s  only a f t e r  they had secured the  power, and I.would say 

they had t o t a l l y  secured power by 1932, not a s  most people th ink  

by 1933, t h a t  by c e r t a i n  mechanations of Hitler's and t h e  Nazi's 

i n  t h e  [ ~ e i s s t a c h ? ] ,  t h a t  they managed t o  c r e a t e  extraordinary 

powers f o r  themselves, f o r  Hitler, and gradually took w e r  t o  t h e  



po in t  t h a t  i t  became a d i c t a t o r s h i p  and i t  was no longer.  by any 

s t r e t c h  of t h e  imagination, a f r e e  country,  o r  a democracy. 

Glaser :  	 Did you see any of t h e  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y  when you were sti l l  i n  

Breslau.  o r  was t h i s  only when you g o t  t o  B e r l i n ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 N a  I had never  seen  anyth ing  l ike it, and t h e  only time t h a t  I 

d id  see it was in.  a t  t h a t  time, i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of B e r l i n ,  

i n  t h e  so-cal led p r o l e t a r i a n  areas .  from t h e  home or near  t h e  

home of my r e l a t i v e s ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  o the r  day you d i d  a s k  m e  

how t o  s p e l l  something, and I couldn't  understand why you asked 

me f o r  [brandbau?]--1 had s a i d  Bermauer [ s p e l l s ]  S t r a s s a  ' h a t  

i s  where they were i n  Be r l i n .  

I would say t h e r e  was a lmos t  a lways something going o n  For 

one reason. t h e r e  was a t  t h a t  time i n  t h e  e a r l y  thirties and t h e  

l a t e  twen t i e s - -h i s to r i ca l l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  twent ies ,  bu t  I was no t  

aware of tha t - -cer ta in ly  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  t h e r e  were a 

g r e a t  number of people  who didn ' t  have any work You were more 

aware of t h a t  i n  Eas t  Ber l in .  perhaps. than c e r t a i n l y  then  i n  

West B e r l i n ,  where you were no t  aware of those f l u c t u a t i o n s  a s  

much a s  were people  who l i v e d  from day t o  day and had work one 

day and no work f o r  t h e  next f ive.  o r  something l ike  t h a t  And 

t h a t ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  c r ea t ed  f r i c t i o n s .  You would see people  hanging 

around, du r ing  t h e  week. near  the--what was i t  c a l l e d ?  It wasn't 



called-by us, it  was ca l l ed  81Cneipe,n [spel l s ] .  I n  o ther  words, 

it  came t o  a  bar, but  a r e a s  where you could--beer was dispensed, 

wine, and s p i r i t s ,  and hard l iquor .  

That's where they would hang out, and t h a t  i s  where q u i t e  a  

b i t  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  would go on, and you would a l s o  see  

t h a t  c e r t a i n  es tabl i shments  were frequented by National 

S o c i a l i s t s ,  and o thers  by Communists, o thers  by Socia l  Democrat s. 

One group would occasionally go wer t o  t h e  other  and s t a r t  

r a id ing  it, and c r e a t e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  of an upset, an uproar, and 

t h a t  is, I guess, I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  you would almost always 

see  a  grea t  number of p o l i c e  who would respond t o  an  alarm of 

some s o r t  I t  was very apparent tha t ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  

c e r t a i n l y  by '31 and '32, they would always s i d e  wi th  t h e  

National S o c i a l i s t s  and they would not  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  In  f a c t ,  they would almost be p a r t  of it, and they 

woul d  j o i n t l y  harass  t h e  o ther  p o l i t i c a l  be1 ief  s. 

I t  i s  a l s o  perhaps i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  tha t ,  i f  t h e  

Socia l  Democrats and t h e  Democrats had been a b l e  t o  come t o  an 

understanding wi th  o ther  smal ler  p a r t i e s  of t h e  l e f t  o r  from the  

cen te r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t h a t  perhaps they might have been a b l e  t o  

p r w e n t  t h e  Nazis from gaining the power t h a t  they u l t ima te ly  d id  

gain But, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were not united, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

they were not  w e n  w i l l i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  make a  common f ron t ,  



i s o l a t e d  t h e  second l a r g e s t  party, t h e  Communist Party, i n  no 

t i m e  a t  a l l .  I t  was the p o l i t i c a l  aim, s t rangely  enough, of t h e  

Socia l  Democrats and Democrats, and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  center  pa r t i e s ,  

t o  c lose  t h e i r  eyes t o  anything t h a t  was done t o  the  Communist 

Party, because they considered them t h e i r  enemies almost  a s  much 

a s  t h e  National S o c i a l i s t  Party considered t h e  Communists t h e i r  

enemies. 

Glaser: 	 The government a t  t h a t  time was s o c i a l i s t ,  t h e  Weimar Republic? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, i t  was no longer s o c i a l i s t .  The government was na t iona l i s t .  

Hindenberg's party, and von Papen--[I am] always a l i t t l e  shakey 

when i t  comes t o  exact  days, I have t o  t e l l  you that .  To me, 

t h i s  i s  a l l  condensed and it's a l l  one area, one era,  and it's 

very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  separa te  tha t ,  but  i f  you want me to, 

can look i t  up. 

But e s s e n t i a l l y ,  it was a n a t i o n a l i s t  government. I n  f ac t ,  

i n  e i t h e r  '31 o r  '32, H i t l e r  was asked t o  become chancellor,  and 

refused a t  t h a t  time, because he did not  want t o  cooperate, or  

t o t a l l y  cooperate wi th  the  Na t iona l i s t  Party. He must have--he 

played i t  a l l  out t o  be, he wanted t o t a l  takeover and t o t a l  

power, and he  f e l t  t h a t  i f  h e  had agreed a t  t h a t  time, t o  go i n t o  

government a s  chancellor,  he would have had t o  make too many 

canpranises t h a t  he  wasn' t w i l l i n g  t o  make. 
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But h e  managed i n  no t i m e  a t  a l l ,  s h a l l  we say, t h e  National  

S o c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  Reisstach,  managed i n  no t ime  a t  a l l  t o  have a 

v o t e  of no confidence, i n  which they succeeded, a g a i n s t  t h e  then  

chancel lor .  who was appointed, and I th ink  i t  was von Sch le i che r  

[ spe l l s ] .  That gove--rment was toppled, and I am not  e n t i r e l y  

c e r t a i n  when H i t l e r  accepted t o  become chancellor.  It was e i t h e r  

l a t e  i n  '32 or  e a r l y  i n  '33. Very soon a f t e r  tha t ,  t h e  Reiss tach  

vo ted  him ex t r ao rd ina ry  powers, and f i r s t  of a l l - - the 

extraordirsary powers were  only voted a f t e r  t h e  Reiss tach  voted t o  

make the  Communist Party i l l e g a l  i n  Germany. The moment t h e  

second l a r g e s t  par ty  was i l l e g a l ,  he d id  n o t  need any a l l i a n c e s  

w i t h  anybody any more because t h e  National  S o c i a l i s t s  had t h e  

ma jo r i t y  i n  t h e  Reisstach,  and a b s o l u t e  ma jo r i t y  s o  they could 

e s s e n t i a l l y  do whatever they p leased  and proceeded t o  do so. 

Glaser :  	 You s a i d  i t  was t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Party t h a t  was i n  power. Was t h e  

N a t i o n a l i s t  Party d i f f e r e n t  f r a n  t h e  National  S o c i a l i s t  Party? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes. Yes. I t  [ t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Party]  was t o  t h e  r i g h t  of 

center ,  bu t  c e r t a i n l y  not--had noth ing  i n  common w i t h  t h e  Nazi 

Party,  o t h e r  than  t h a t  they were r i g h t  of center.  The 

N a t i o n a l i s t  Party was a n  e s t ab l i shmen t  par ty,  of course. I t  was 

a par ty  of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  and i t  was--obviously, Germany was 

a mul t i -par ty  system, no t  l i k e  t h e  United S ta t e s ,  and st i l l ,  I 



would say, t h e  equivalent  of t h e  Na t iona l i s t  Party would be 

r igh  t-wing Republicans i n  t h i s  country. Com para t i v e l y - v e r y  

conservative Republ icans. I shouldn't even say right-wing. But 

I mean, those were people who were i n  support  of t h e  army, were 

i n  support  of rearm am ent, and very s t rong  nat ional  ist f e e l  ing, 

and were i n  support of t h e  heavy industry. I n  f ac t ,  tha t ' s  where 

t h e  money fo r  t h e  party a c t i v i t i e s  came from, from heavy 

industry. From Bohlen Halpach, , t h e  major 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  i n  Germany, and l a t e r  on, t h e  people who did most 

of t h e  armament work. Weapons manufacturers, and s t e e l  

manufacturers, were t h e  ones who were mostly f inanc ia l ly  behind 

the  Na t iona l i s t  Party. 

Glaser: 	 How did t h i s ,  all t h a t  was happening, have an impact on you and 

your schoolyears? 

.. 
Sch i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  it had q u i t e  a b i t  of impact. One of t h e  f i r s t  th ings  t h a t  

happened. w e n  before  H i t l e r  became chancellor,  and von Papen, 

was t h a t  t h e  SESA, t h e  brown s h i r t s ,  H i t l e r ' s  brawn s h i r t s ,  who 

were i l l e g a l  up t o  t h a t  point--in o the r  words, were not permit ted 

t o  parade around i n  brown uniforms--were legal ized,  and were 

permit ted t o  wear t h e i r  uniforms. Howwer. i n  public  schools, 

t h e r e  was a very s t r i c t  law i n  existence i n  Germany t h a t  p o l i t i c s  

were supposedly outlawed, and t h a t  the  wearing of p o l i t i c a l  

insignia,  even a pin, was outlawed, c e r t a i n l y  t h e  wearing of 
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p o l i t i c a l  unif o m s  was outlawed. 

S t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1930 and probably beginning of 1931, 

t h i s  was mostly observed [ i n  the  breech?]. That was the  t i m e  

when t h e  Nazis s t a r t e d  t o  r e c r u i t  s tudents  i n  high schools, and 

w e n  p r i o r  t o  high schools, t o  j oin Hitler Youth, and then, on 

c e r t a i n  occasions, a t  f i r s t  j u s t  he re  and there,  and then l a t e r  

on more and more, they would appear a t  school, come t o  school i n  

f u l l  r e g a l i a  and uniform. F i r s t  they had a pin, then they would 

wear a brown s h i r t ,  then they would wear a brown and the swast ika 

armband, and f i n a l l y  they appeared w i t h  absolutely w e r y  thing, 

inc luding t h e i r  daggers, which of course was i l l e g a l  t o a  We 

were not permit ted t o  br ing  anything t h a t  could be used i n  a n  

a t t a c k  on another s tudent  t o  the  school, and i n  f a c t  a s  I am 

personally aware, some of them were armed w i t h  p i s to l s ,  Which 

would not be shown openly, but  would be hidden i n  a pocket o r  

pushed i n t o  t h e  pants  somewhere. 

What became more and more apparent a s  t h e  takeover by these  

groups of Nazi Youth [progressed], on a schoolyard i n  

in te rmiss ions  between classes,  they would form l i t t l e  groups, and 

they would--did s t a r t  q u i t e  ea r ly  t o  a t t a c k  those whom they 

didn't  l i k e  f o r  no reason whatsoever, other  than they didn't  l i k e  

them. I t  was c e r t a i n l y  s u f f i c i e n t  i f  somebody was known t o  be 

Jewish, he was l i k e l y  t o  be attacked. It usually was i n  t h e  form 



of taunt ing somebody, and then claiming afterwards t h a t  t h e  

person who was taunted--of course, they would never admit t o  

having taunted anybody--had responded i n  some fashion, and t h a t  

was--in o the r  words, '!He at tacked us f i r s t , "  one person usually 

a t tacking ten, f i f t e e n  of t h e  other bully boys. Then, of course, 

a l l  t en  t o  f i f t e e n  would jump on t h a t  poor individual ,  u n t i l  

blood was flowing and t h e  v ic t im of t h e i r  a t t a c k  would be on t h e  

ground. 

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  supervising teachers  would in te r fe re ,  but 

gradually they got--I th ink they s t a r t e d  t o  understand t h a t  

in ter ference  wi th  t h e  Nazis was not des i reable  f o r  t h e i r  own 

good, and they became more and more r e l u c t a n t  t o  do anything 

about it, They would look t h e  other way. I n  fac t ,  i t  became 

ra the r  evident q u i t e  ear ly  on, so before '33, tha t  unless, a s  a 

Jew, number one you had f i r s t - c l a s s  grades i n  c lass ,  secondly you 

were on your best behaviour, the  l ike l ihood t h a t  you would be 

ab le  t o  stay i n  school was very minimal. When I say that ,  i t  is 

because I've been known t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  f i g h t s  l i k e  th is .  Number 

one, I was o lder  than t h e  ones t h a t  were usually being attacked. 

Seconly, I had a very hot  temper, and th i rd ly ,  I was i n  those 

days, I was white-blonde, I was f a i r l y  strong-I was involved i n  

a th le t i c s - - I  was not, quote unquote, "suspected" of being Jewish, 

and the re fo re  was myself not t h e  object  of attack. I used t o  

come t o  the  ass i s t ance  of those who were being attacked, whether 



they were Jewish or  were being a t t acked  f o r  reasons unbeknown t o  

me, maybe p o l i t i c a l  reasons. by uniformed N a z i  Youth. 

I remember a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  those  y e a r s  where t h e  

chi.& a t t a c k e r  ended up w i t h  a bloody nose. That wasn't I. 

[laughs] So. I was ca l l ed  i n  one day t o  t h e  pr inc ipa l ' s  of f ice .  

and h e  s a i d  t o  me. "Well. you know Sch i l l e r .  your t eache r s  l i k e  

you. a s  you know. you're a  very good student .  and you shouldn't 

endanger your p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  bu t  we won't be a b l e  t o  defend you 

i f  you c o n s i s t e n t l y  w i l l  a t t a c k  H i t l e r  Youth people. You 

shouldn't i n t e r f e r e  i n  these  things;  you can't h e l p  it. This  i s  

g r e a t e r  than you are. g r e a t e r  than we are, and t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  f o r  

you t o  do i s  j u s t  i gnore  i t  l i k e  we a r e  forced  t o  ignore  it." 

Well. I t o l d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  was out  of 

t h e  ques t ion  f o r  me. t h a t  t o  me. t h i s  was a  ma t t e r  of pr inc ip le .  

and I could n o t  s tand i d l y  by whi le  people were being a t t acked  

who were weaker. and f o r  no apparent  reason o ther  than t h a t  t h e  

bu l ly  boys didn't l i k e  them. That i t  was aga ins t  t h e  law of t h e  

republic .  and t h a t  I bel ieved t h a t  t h e  laws of t h e  r e p u b l i c  

should be upheld. W e l l .  I was told.  'You must r e a l i z e  t h a t  

H i t l e r  i s  going t o  take  over q u i t e  soon. and a t  t h a t  po in t  t h i s  

all  w i l l  be he ld  a g a i n s t  you. t h a t  you w i l l  have t o  l eave  t h e  

school. You're c lose  enough now t o  complete your high school  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you should do anything i n  your power not  t o  



endanger that." W e l l ,  we disagreed and parted on t h a t  basis.  

But I stayed i n  the school, and I a l s o  had t o l d  t h e  

pr incipal  t h a t  t h e  moment anyone had t o  leave, I would l eave  

voluntari ly.  I wasn't going t o  take  any specia l  g i f t s  from 

H i t l e r  or anybody else. - I was not  going t o  be t r e a t e d  

d i f f e r e n t l y  from anyone else,  and t h a t  he could count on i t  t h a t  

t h e  moment a person had t o  leave, e i t h e r  because of h i s  o r  her 

b e l i e f s  or because of being Jewish, t h a t  I would leave,  too. 

Glaser: 	 How old were you then? 

S c h i l l e r : 	Fourteen. 

Glaser: 	 So you had two more years  of school t o  go? 

S c h i l l e r : 	Yes. I think so. Actually, t h r e e  years  almost. The day came 

u c h  sooner, rea l ly ,  than I had thought a t  t h e  time. 

##end t ape  	3 s i d e  a, begin tape 3 s i d e  b 

I t  had come sooner than I thought i t  would. The f i r s t  ind ica t ion  

was t h a t  I 	came down one day i n  a break between classes,  t o  a 

school yard, and immediately was surrounded by a group of brown- 
\ 

s h i r t e d  students, some of them from my own class,  and they 



s t a r t e d  j e e r i n g  and hoping t h a t  I would s t a r t  a  f igh t ,  which I 

didn't and I wouldn't. Final ly,  one of them came up t o  me and 

sa id ,  "I'll show you how we deal wi th  those who defend t h e  l i t t l e  

Jew boys." He s t a r t e d  ye l l ing ,  ''Jew l w e r ,  Jew l w e r e n  and 

before  I knew it, I f e l t  a  very sharp pain i n  my chest,  and I 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  had--then everybody disappeared. I r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  he  had stabbed me, with a very sharp s t i l e t t o - - s t i l e t t o  i s  a 

very t h i n  long kni fe .  I was bleeding a l i t t l e ,  and i t  was r i g h t  

i n  t h e  h e a r t  area, but  I didn't f e e l  f a i n t  o r  anything, s t i l l  it 

was kind of scarey. I went t o  a  school nurse, who immediately 

got  a  doctor t o  check me, and I was checked and was t o l d  t h a t  i t  

was w i t h i n  a mat ter  of two or t h r e e  m i l l i m e t e r s  from t h e  heart. 

But tha t ,  for tunate ly ,  nothing had happened, I was given some 

i n j e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  in fec t ion ,  and t h a t  was it. 

The day a f t e r  that ,  I was again  ca l l ed  t o  t h e  pr inc ipal ,  and 

he s a i d  t o  me, 'You know. I've been very l e n i e n t  w i t h  you, I've 

warned you. and you haven't taken my remarks seriously.  This i s  

the  l a s t  t ime I'm going t o  t e l l  you th i s .  I f  t h e r e  i s  another 

inc iden t  of any kind, you w i l l  have t o  l e a v e  t h e  scho01.~ W e l l .  

obviously. I reacted,  I said. "I didn't do anything, I was being 

a t tacked ln 

' W e l l . "  he  said. " tha t  i s  j u s t  a s  a  r eac t ion  t o  your various 

in te re fe rences  and a t t a c k s  on themn [laughs] I j u s t  looked a t  
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him and I 	sa id .  "Does t h a t  mean I ' m  removed f ran t h i s  school?" 

''No. no. t h i s  i s  a l a s t  warning. I f  any th ing  else happens. 

you 've had it. " 

Glase r :  	 Weren't you very  f r i gh t ened  t o  go back t o  school t h e  day a f t e r  

hav ing  been a t t acked?  

S c h i l l e r :  N a  I wasn't. I got  my warning, quote  unquote. and I was just--  

you know. when you're fourteen.  you don't b e l i e v e  any th ing  can 

eve r  happen t o  you. Which of course. is  very  stupid.  I n  

r e t ro spec t .  but... That's t h e  way i t  was. I th ink  i t  was q u i t e  

.obvious. it was intended not--though h e  could have e a s i l y  k i l l e d  

me.  it was intended t o  f r i g h t e n  me more than to--and g ive  m e  a 

warning, than  t o  do anyth ing  t o  m e  i n  t h a t  sense. 

So I d id  cont inue  t o  go t o  school. and then  w e  had, a l i t t l e  

l a t e r ,  must have been about a month l a t e r ,  I don't remember 

e x a c t l y  when all t h i s  happened. t h e r e  was a convocation. and I 

guess i t  must e i t h e r  have been t h e  beginning of t h e  semester  o r  

t he  end of a semester ,  where everybody was i n  the  s choo l  

audi tor ium, and we were be ing  addressed by t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and 

somebody e lse-al l  of which i s  p e r f e c t l y  normal and noth ing  

s p e c i a l  a t t ached  t o  t h a t ,  and a s  i t  was common i n  Germany. on a l l  

such occasions,  a t  t h e  end t h e r e  would be t h e  Nat ional  Anthem 



would be played, and everybody was supposed t o  stand and sing. 

Now, I have t o  admit t h a t  I had a n  aversion when it came t o  

s t rong  expressions of nationalism, i n  any country. I s t i l l  d a  

But, I've always behaved properly: I would stand, l i k e  everybody 

e lse ,  and would be quie t ,  and c e r t a i n l y  had no p a r t i c u l a r  

object ion t o  the  National Anthem t h a t  was still the same National 

Anthem t h a t  was used during t h e  Weimar Republic-and t h i s  was 

s t i l l  t h e  Weimar Republic. It s t i l l  wasn't Hi t ler ' s  Germany-

yes, it was Hi t l e r ' s  Germany but not o f f i c i a l l y  so. And, a s  i t  

ended, and everybody s a t  down, or s t a r t e d  t o  mwe, somebody 

y e l l e d  from t h e  balcony t o  stay, and t o  remain a t  a t t e n t i o n ,  and 

i n  the balcony were a l l  the  H i t l e r  Youth i n  brown unif o m s ,  and 

they s t a r t e d  s inging t h e  anthem of t h e  Nazi mwement, t h e  so- 

ca l l ed  Horst Wessel Lied. 

And tha t ,  of course, was t o t a l l y  i l l ega l .  That was 

o f f i c i a l l y  not  acceptable, i t  had nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  National 

Anthem a t  t h a t  time, and i t  was an expression of the  extreme 

r ight ,  and a p o l i t i c a l  act. And t h e  law very s t r i c t l y  forbade 

that .  Of course, nobody paid any a t t en t ion .  

Absolutely everybody, including a l l  the teachers, including 

t h e  principal ,  were standing a t  a t t en t ion ,  and most of them were 

singing, too. And I s a t  down, Well, t h i s  was f inished,  and 



everybody was dismissed. We l e f t  f o r  t h e  doors, and I was on my 

way home, which was n o t  ve ry  f a r ,  i t  took  m e  about  a  q u a r t e r  of 

an hour t o  walk home, and somewhere, I had t o  pass  a  body of 

water ,  f a i r l y  l a r g e  body of w a t e r - I  can't  remember e x a c t l y  what  

it was--it 's a l a k e  of some sor t .  As I was coming ve ry  c l o s e  t o  

t h a t  l ake ,  I heard  a  s h o t  I j u s t  saw a gl impse of a  few brown- 

s h i r t e d  boys from my c l a s s ,  who s t a r t e d  running, I n  f a c t ,  they 

came running  a f t e r  m e .  My only p o s s i b l e  r e a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  moment 

was, I had t o  hide,  and I had t o  do something, So, I jumped 

f u l l y  dressed  i n t o  t h e  wa te r  and swam ac ros s ,  and escaped them. 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I heard two  o r  t h r e e  more shots ,  b u t  no th ing  

h i t  m e  fo r tuna te ly .  So, I got  home, and then  t h e r e  were some 

phone c a l l s ,  anonymous phone c a l l s ,  t e l l i n g  m e  i f  I would show up 

a t  school ,  they would g e t  m e  anyway. I was t h e n  ordered a g a i n  t o  

come and s e e  t h e  p r inc ipa l ,  and was t o l d  t h a t  I was ba r r ed  from 

a t t e n d i n g  any pub l i c  school  i n  P r u s s i a  I sa id ,  'Well ,  how am I 

supposed t o  complete my education?" H e  said,  ' W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  your  

business.  You've been warned. You can go t o  a  Jewish  school--" 

t h e r e  were some p r i v a t e  schools--"and see what you can  do." 

I n  f a c t ,  he  a c t e d  co rd i a l l y .  I n  a  way, he s a i d  h e  was 

t e r r i b l y  so r ry ,  but  h e  had a b s o l u t e l y  no choice,  because not  on ly  

was I endangering myself,  I was endangering everybody because of 

my in t r ans igence  and unwi l l ingness  t o  cooperate.  



W e l l ,  t h a t  was probably true. So, l e t  me back up he re  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I ever  had t h a t  t h e r e  was 

something going on p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  country, t h a t  was beyond 

the  norm, was a day o r  two a f t e r  my f a t h e r  had died, and i n  h i s  

w i l l  he had decreed t h a t  t h e r e  should be an autopsy, because a s  a 

doctor  was personal ly involved w i t h  the  k ind  of i l l n e s s  t h a t  h e  

had, he wanted sc i ence  t o  know exact ly  what had, been going on and 

why. And, t h e  autopsy took p lace  i n  Bres l au  a t  t he  un ive r s i ty  

hospi ta l ,  and h i s  brother. my uncle; and my mother, and I, were 

dr iven  i n  my f a t h e r ' s  ca r  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and then  accompanied 

t h e  c o f f i n  back t o  t h e  cemetary f r a n  there .  

I t  was comparatively l a t e  i n  t h e  evening; i t  was semi-dark. 

The hearse--there were two types  of hearses  i n  Germany. One t h a t  

was all g l a s s  and showing the  c o f f i n  and t h e  flowers,  and 

whatever, it was considered normal f o r  a C h r i s t i a n  funeral .  A 

J ewish  hearse,  which was t o t a l l y  enclosed, which was j u s t  a black 

car, and t h e  only ind ica t ion  t h a t  i t  was Jewish  was a s t a r  of 

David on e i t h e r  s i d e  It was all black and t h e r e  was a b lack  

s t a r  of David on it, almost  i nv i s ib ly .  i n  essence. It was 

raised.  We were d r iv ing  through some lane ,  and I can't remember 

exac t ly  where, and a l l  of a sudden somebody was throwing d i r t  on 

t h e  hearse, from the  s i d e  of t he  s t r e e t ,  and was ye l l ing ,  "Dirty 

Jew." 



That was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my l i f e  t h a t  I had become aware 

t h a t  t h e r e  were people who ha ted  Jews. I was no t  aware of t h a t  

a t  a l l .  It  was a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of any ant i -Semi t ic  

a c t i v i t y  of some s o r t  t h a t  I had personal ly  observed. This  

became, of course, more f requent  l a t e r  on, i n  t h e  next few years ,  

though fo r tuna te ly  I didn't s t ay  long  enough around t o  f i n d  o u t  

how bad i t  	could get. 

Well, a f t e r  t h i s  inc ident ,  a f t e r  t h e  inc iden t  where I was 

removed from the school,  my mother and I and my f a the r ' s  b e s t  

f r i end ,  who had s p e c i a l l y  come t o  B e r l i n  t o  d iscuss  m a t t e r s  w i t h  

me, were d i scuss ing  what t o  do. 

Glaser:  	 I assume t h a t  your mother was not  aware of what l e d  up t o  t h i s ,  

the danger i n  which you placed your se l f ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 I t h i n k  s h e  was. The usual t h ing  was, I th ink  s h e  had i n  f a c t  

c a l l e d  my f a the r ' s  b e s t  f r i e n d  saying, "1 can't cont ro l  him, he 's  

t o t a l l y  out of cont ro l ,  and he's endangering himself ,  and me, and 

everybody, and maybe you can t a l k  some sense i n t o  him," you know. 

That was t h e  usual thing. She f e l t  he couldn't handle i t  any 

more  So, we a l l  had a  meeting, and my f a the r ' s  b e s t  f r i e n d  d i d  

not--I mean. he d id  caut ion  me not t o  do th ings  t h a t  would enrage 

t h e  Nazis i n  any way, but  he  a l s o  s a i d  t o  me t h a t  h e  f u l l y  



understood t h a t  my a t t i tude .  and he  ta lked t o  my mother t o  t e l l  

h e r  t h a t  he couldn't sha re  her  opinion t h a t  one has  t o  t a k e  

every thing. 

She said. 'But what a r e  we going t o  do? He's endangering 

us. and h e  was t o l d  before  t h a t  nothing would happen i f  h e  would 

j u s t  keep quiet.  and t h a t  he  could stay. and he re  he  i s  t h e  f i r s t  

one t o  be thrown ou t  of school. from the  Grunewald Gymnasium. 

That's t e r r i b l e !  What i s  he going t o  do? He'll  never be a b l e  t o  

go t o  u n i v e r ~ i t y . ~  t h i s  point  I said.and I th ink i t  was a t  t h a t  

'Well. you don't w e n  have t o  assume t h a t  I'll be a b l e  to. o r  

t h a t  any J e w  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  go t o  univers i ty  i n  Germany i n  a few 

yea r s '  time. " 

''Oh. t h i s  i s  nonsense. our f amily has been i n  Germany fo r  

seven or e igh t  hundred years. and we a r e  Germans. and wly should 

anything happen t o  us..." W e l l ,  I didn't share  t h e  opinion. and 

I do not  r ea l ly .  I cannot e s t a b l i s h  now, any more, what i t  was 

t h a t  had given me t h e  idea  t h a t  one had t o  do something. But 

e s sen t i a l ly .  all my l i f e .  perhaps because of t h a t  s i tua t ion .  I've 

been an  a c t i v i s t .  I guess I must have been an  a c t i v i s t  a t  t h a t  

time. I said. '"You know. we ought t o  take  a look ou t s ide  of 

Germany." We've always gone out on vacat ion  every year. "Let's 

s e e  whether we can't go somewhere e l s e  where Nazis do not  ex i s t .  

and whether i t  might not be poss ib le  t o  continue a normal l i f e  



somewhere else." Well, 'Where would you go? You were born i n  

Germany, you a r e  German. It 's r idiculous,  you shouldn ' t ln  Etc. 

Well, I can t e l l  you a c t u a l l y  what probably determined my 

d e s i r e  t o  go, is  because I had seen some ghast ly parades a t  

night,  with torchl ights ,  of Nazis i n  Berlin, i n  t h e  Tiergarten,  

where thousands of them were marching through the  s t ree ts .  I was 

very impressed by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  took over a t  a r a t e  t h a t  was 

unprecedented, and t h a t  nobody t r i e d  t o  s t o p  it; nobody could 

s t o p  i t  This was just--these were j u s t  parades, s t i l l  t h e r e  

were always four o r  f i v e  or s i x  going along s i d e  the parade on 

t h e  sidewalk, and people who wouldn't jump t o  a t t e n t i o n  and 

. s a l u t e  the swast ika i n  the  accustomed manner were being h i t  by 

them, whi le  they were being pushed off  t h e  s idewalk  So, 

b r u t a l i t y  of some s o r t  was always i n  existence. Plus, I've seen, 

on those  occasions, people being knocked down, and then 

apparently being unconscious or sem i-cons cious, and being stepped 

on wi th  boots and kicked w i t h  t h e  point of t h e  boot. I th ink  

tha t ,  w e n  t o  have grownup, t h i s  would have been a scarey s i g h t  

t o  see. But, fo r  somebody fourteen, f i f t e e n  y e a r s  old, a t  a very 

impressionable age, t h a t ' s  sanething one doesn' t  forget .  

The painful  c r i e s  t h a t  one would hear from people who were 

knocked down, and then they would leave  them; j u s t  leave  them i n  

t h e  s t r e e t '  Nobody would a t t end  t o  them, nobody would f i n d  out 



whether they were hurt. o r  anything. They were j u s t  l y i n g  t h e r e  

and moaning. I j u s t  f e l t  that ,  even though I might have been a 

German, t h i s  was not  my country. I couldn't stand it, and I 

couldn't s tay  i n  a country where t h a t  was possible. There was 

no ques t ion a t  t h a t  t ime-of  course, we a l l  knew . t h a t  Hitler had 

threatened t o  a n n i h i l a t e  a l l  Jews. You could read i t  i n  every 

paper, every day. And ce r ta in ly ,  i n  t h e  'Yoelkischer 

Beobachter," which was handed ou t  on the  s t r e e t s  f o r  f ree ,  you 

could see  it, 

The a t t acks  on Jews, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  press  and c e r t a i n l y  i n  

t h e  Nazi press. were very outspoken and very c l e a r  what was going 

t o  happen. Of course, nobody believed it; nobody r e a l l y  believed 

t h a t  any c i v i l i z e d  nation, and a f t e r  a l l ,  Germany was civi l ized--

s u r e  t h e r e  was anti-Semitism before, but I personally had never 

experienced anti-Semitism during t h e  t ime t h a t  I was--until 

those l a s t  two years. I had never seen anti-Semitism a t  school 

or  anywhere e lse ,  but  i t  must have existed.  and it ce r ta in ly  did 

e x i s t  i n  preWorld War I Germany. The generat ion before me or my 

grandparents ce r t a in ly  were aware of it. But, i t  was some kind 

of a benign anti-Semitism, Probably t h e  kind of anti-Semitism 

t h a t  has  ex i s t ed  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  too. And perhaps, i n  

c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of t h e  United Sta tes .  s t i l l  does ex i s t .  

But, ce r t a in ly  nobody t r i e d  t o  -k i l l  anybody because a person 



was Jewish. So, I don't know what r e a l l y  influenced me t o  come 

t o  the  conclusion t h a t  the re  was no l i f e  f o r  m e  i n  Germany. I n  

any--it a l s o  perhaps had something t o  do wi th  the  f a c t  t h a t  one 

member of my family. t h e  husband of my fa the r ' s  s i s t e r .  who was 

a l s o  a doctor a s  I have mentioned. was a Zionist. .  He was t h e  

only one t h a t  I 'm personally aware of who was a Z i o n i s t  He had 

always said. ' W e l l .  you should go t o  [then] Pa les t ine  and, you 

should l eave  early." The i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing is, w e l l .  he did. 

H i s  family l e f t  But. i f  I remember correct ly.  he l e f t  long 

a f t e r  I had l e f t .  

But w e  came t o  a conclusion t h a t  we should a t  l e a s t  go on a 

vacation. because everything e l s e  a t  t h a t  point  was already 

d i f f i c u l t ;  i f  you--you could s t i l l  go outs ide  of Germany. and i f  

you would go on a vacation, a c e r t a i n  amount of German currency 

was permitted t o  be taken out f o r  t h e  purpose of a v a c a t i o n  

But. i f  you had indica ted  t h a t  you intended t o  leave. then your 

accounts would be closed. and you couldn't withdraw anything from 

your accounts. and you had t o  pay a c e r t a i n  amount of s p e c i a l  

tax. and t h a t  was already i n  t h e  l a s t  yea r  before H i t l e r  took 

wer .  I n  o ther  words. i n  1932. So. i t  was a very dangerous 

t h i n g  t o  leave. even t o  t a l k  about leaving t h e  country. o ther  

than on a vacation. 

So. I ' think my father 's  f r i e n d  managed t o  convince my mother 



t h a t  we should r e a l l y  go and see  where I could ge t  a n  education 

ou t s ide  of Germany, and where I might be a b l e  t o  go t o  

univers i ty ,  and what might be necessary f o r  tha t ;  what would they 

requi re .  He a l s o  advocated, j u s t  i n  order  t o  ge t  some money out,  

t h a t  she take  out a l i f e  insurance f o r  me, and t h a t  she pay t h e  

premium i n  f u l l  f o r  t h e  l i f e  insurance, s o  t h a t  nothing would 

have t o  be paid, but once we were outs ide  of Germany, t h a t  w e  

could e i t h e r  buy it back, (of course t h e r e  might be some l o s s ,  

but still ,  you would be ab le  t o  take money out t h a t  otherwise you 

couldn' t  take  out ) .  

W e l l ,  s i nce  she r e l i e d  very much on h i s  advice, c e r t a i n l y  i n  

f i n a n c i a l  matters ,  t h i s  was done. And, a n  insurance policy f o r  

t h i r t y  thousand marks was taken out, with the--it  was a Swiss 

insurance [company]. She then bought a t i c k e t  t o  Otechoslwakia, 

where we had been very o f t e n  In  f ac t ,  every winter,  for  skiing. 

I had a t i c k e t  only t o  t h e  German s ide  of the  border. She went 

through t o  Prague, where nobody would bother us--a woman. she was 

for ty- two o r  forty-one a t  the  t i m e .  Nobody would bother her. 

But I didn't--I was advised no t  t o  go across  t h e  border 

o f f i c i a l l y ,  because I might have some unpleasant occurence. I t  

was unclear what, but t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  they were looking f o r  

me a t  t h i s  point.  

So, knowing t h e  border extremely w e l l ,  and having been 



s k i i n g  i t  f o r  many, many years ,  wer s ince  I was one y e a r  old, I 

went  a c r o s s  t he  border a t  n igh t  i n  a  snowstorm, on skis. And 

then, going down on t h e  o ther  side, I took t h e  next t r a i n  and 

went t o  Prague and jo ined  her .  

We went from Prague t o  Switzer land,  [Baslo?], where t h e  

insurance  company was, and had a  meet ing there. She had t h e  

papers  w i t h  her, and they had no record  of t h e  insurance. Well, 

they a c t u a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  agent--we had a l l  t h e  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  

s h e  had w i t h  her--and t h e  agent said,  Oh, he  j u s t  hadn't 

t r a n s f e r r e d  i t  t o  them yet.  It was q u i t e  some time, a t  l e a s t  

f i v e  or  s i x  months o r  so, s i n c e  t h e  insurance  had been concluded. 

##[end t a p e  3 s i d e  b, begin t ape  4 s i d e  a ]  

A s  I know now, a f t e r  t h e  war, when t h e  ma t t e r  was f u r t h e r  

i nves t iga t ed ,  t h e  money was n w e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Switzerland. 

Glaser  : 	 So your mother n w e r  got  t h e  money? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 N a  And of course, i t  was confiscated,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  w e z y t h i n g  

else.  I n  f ac t ,  t h i s  was some arrangement, t h a t  t h e  German branch 

of t h a t  Swiss insurance  -had made w i t h  the  government, t h a t  i n  

order  t o  avoid any money being t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  Swi tzer land .  t h a t  

they would a c t  a s  i f  t h i s  was poss ib l e  and. i n  e f f e c t ,  t u r n  i t  

over t o  a  f r a e e n  bank account i n  Germany. 



Glaser: Then, how did  you have the  money t o  t r ave l  f u r t h e r  from 

Switzerland? Did your mother have enough money? 

Sch i l l e r :  Yes. She had enough money, because she had bought t i c k e t s  i n  

Germany, and had been ab l e  t o  take out enough t h a t  I had ca r r i ed  

w i t h  me, which was another s tupid  th ing t o  do. I had carr ied  

wi th  m e  q u i t e  a b i t  of money across t h e  border. Actually, the re  

was a tremendous prison sentence on that ,  i f  you would smuggle 

money out of Germany, and l a t e r  on of course--not a t  t h a t  t i m e -

l a t e r  on, you would be shot. A s  simple a s  a l l  tha t .  

But, I made it, and I ' m  still here. 

Glaser: Where did you go from Switzerland? 

Schi l ler :  From Switzerland, w e  went t o  T r i e s t e  by t ra in ,  

T r i e s t e  we s a i l ed  f o r  Ja f fa .  

and f tom 

N w ,  we arrived-as everybody did a t  t h a t  t i m e - i n  Ja f fa ,  

and from there  went t o  Tel Aviv, which is--the two c i t i e s  a r e  

almost one city. From Tel Aviv t o  Jerusalem, then t raveled a 

l i t t l e  b i t  through the country. Though my mother enj  oyed 

traveling,  she always did, and enjoyed e s sen t i a l l y  what she saw, 

she made it very c lea r  t o  me t h a t  t h a t  was no country f o r  her, 



and s h e  w ould never be happy there,  I had made up my mind t h a t  

t h a t l s  where I was going t o  be, going t o  g a  What made i t  a 

l i t t l e  e a s i e r  t o  make up onels mind i n  t h a t  r e spec t  was t h a t  

ano the r  r e g u l a t i o n  came o u t  i n  Germany t h a t  anybody who wanted t o  

l e a v e  Germany had t o  l e a v e  p r a c t i c a l l y  everything behind i n  

Germany. However, i f  you would go t o  P a l e s t i n e  and had a v i s a  

from t h e  B r i t i s h  au thor i t i e s - - i t  was British-mandated t e r r i t o r y  

a t  t h a t  time--then t h e  only way you could g e t  a v i s a  was i f  you 

would b r ing  w i t h  you and show t h a t  you had w i t h  you, per  family. 

one thousand pounds. 

That was, a t  t h a t  time, q u i t e  a b i t  of money. So i t  was 

. r e a l l y  the  only p l ace  i n  t h e  world, under given--certain 

circumstances, you would be a b l e  t o  t ake  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  amount of 

money w i t h  you. But t h a t l s  perhaps a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  t h a t  i s  what 

my mother then  decided t o  do because t h a t  was t h e  only way t h a t  

she could g e t  any money ou t  of Germany. And obviously, w i thou t  

money, it would have been p r a c t i c a l l y  impossible  t o  pursue an  

educat ion o r  l i v e  i n  another  country. 

So, t h a t  i s  what u l t ima te ly  persuaded her  and again, with 

t h e  advice  of my fa the r ' s  b e s t  f r iend ,  and a l s o  my uncle who had 

t o l d  her  t h a t  t h a t  r e a l l y  was t h e  t h i n g  t o  do, and t h a t  s ince  he  

had two chi ldren,  h e  was going t o  go, and she should go w i t h  me. 

t h a t  i s  what u l t i m a t e l y  happened. But a l so ,  t h e  advice had been 



that ,  no mat ter  what e l s e  would happen, t h a t  I should s t a y  out of 

Germany, should not come back I should stay, i f  w e  decided t o  

go t o  Palest ine,  or anywhere else,  t h a t  I should s t ay  i n  t h a t  

country and t h a t  she should go back, and do the  necessary 

things--sel l  things, keep th ings  t h a t  she wanted t o  take along, 

have them packed, and get  permission t o  l e a v e  Otherwise, we 

wouldn't have got ten  anything out. 

So, a f t e r  four weeks on t h i s  t r i p ,  she  decided she  was going 

t o  go back, and I had meanwhile decided I was going t o  go back, 

too. Perhaps I should go back t o  something else. After  I was 

thrown o u t  of school, I was looking a t  f i r s t  f o r  some a c t i v i t y  t o  

do things, and i t  had t o  be i n  a n  a rea  and . 11 a d i r e c t i o n  i n  

which I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I was contr ibut ing something agains t  

fascism, against  Nazi--at l e a s t ,  t h a t  was t h e  kind of goal t h a t  I 

had s e t  f o r  myself. I j oined an organizat ion which was ca l l ed  

Habonim, which i s  Hebrew, and 1i t e r a l l y  t r an la ted  means, q h e  

Builders. " 

It was a youth organizat ion,  and i t s  main aim was t o  prepare 

young people i n  Germany, or  a l s o  from other countries, l a t e r  on, 

for  a l i f e  i n  Palest ine,  which meant, not t h e  accustomed l i f e  of 

becoming a doctor, or a lawyer, or  a merchant--but t o  go i n t o  a 

kibbutz, a c o l l e c t i v e  farm, and become a farmer. Or,  a builder, 

o r - a l l  the  va r ious  jobs t h a t  normally were not  held by Jews, but  



which were necessary to, i n  a country t h a t  was being b u i l t  up, i l i a  I 

and of course, the philosophy behind i t  was t o  c r e a t e  a v i a b l e  t e s t e d  

independent country, or  v iably  independent i n  t h a t  sense t h a t  one she  

wouldn't have t o  r e l y  on other  people f o r  t a s k s  l i k e  farming, t was a 

l i k e  bui ld ing a c t i v i t i e s ,  l i k e  dr iv ing trucks, d r iv ing  buses, 

taxis--whatever i s  needed i n  a l l  areas, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  

areas t h a t  normally i n  Germany were not being prac t iced  by Jews. nd out  

b le  t o  

So, i t  was a t  f i r s t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  the  outside, i t  was nothing e ry 

>ut a youth organizat ion,  l i k e  t h e  Boy Scouts--except i t  was co- i n  

?ducationaL But t h e  Buy Scouts. my w i f e  always tells m e ,  i n  ed 

;eraany were co-educational. She always very proudly said, "1 i n  g 

ias a Buy Scout." [ laughter]  

In  any case. I became q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  tha t .  Within a very f the  

~ r i e f  time, something e l s e  developed which I wasn't aware of t h a t  

had t h a t  kind of an a b i l i t y ,  i n  something tha t ,  i n  one way o r  

nother, has stood me i n  good s tead  fo r  the  r e s t  of my l i f  en t t e r  of 

amely t h a t  I became aware of the  f a c t  t h a t  I had c e r t a i n  m w e d  

eadership q u a l i t i e s ,  and I r o s e  r a t h e r  quickly i n  t h e  hierarchy 1 t ha t ' s  

d t h a t  organization, and became q u i t e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  it. As an e had. 

musing s ide l igh t ,  I have t o  say t h a t  when I was f i f t e e n ,  and was 

ne of the  l eaders  of t h i s  organizat ion,  t h e r e  was a meeting i n  t h i s  

e r l i n  of var ious  groups of t h a t  organizat ion,  and s ince  I was of a l l  

lay ing piano ra the r  we l l  a t  t h e  time, a s  p a r t  of t h e  program, I y e a r s  



on, I would think, But then t h e r e  was another organizat ion w i t h  

which it  was a f f i l i a t e d ,  which was ca l l ed  Hechaluz [ spe l l s ] ,  

which means ? Both organizat ions e s s e n t i a l l y  were I 

would say-we l l ,  i f  you put today's l a b e l  on 'it, would be 

p o l i t i c a l l y  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Labor Party i n  I s rae l .  The 

Hechaluz was r e s t r i c t i n g  i t s e l f  t o  young people f i f t e e n  and up, 

and was preparing people very directly--didn't do anything e l s e  

but prepare people f o r  l i f e  on a  c o l l e c t i v e  farm. 

It a l s o  did something e lse ,  of course, not  o f f i c i a l l y .  

Unoff ic ia l ly ,  i t  had created an underground ra i l road,  and was 

mwing young people from all w e r  Europe, mostly of course Jews, 

ou t  of danger, or  t r y i n g  t o  mwe them ou t  of danger, and 

t r a n s f e r r i n g  them, g e t t i n g  them t o  go t o  I s rae l ,  palest ine.  And 

i t  was t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  aspect  t h a t  I became involved in ,  o r  

wanted t o  be imrolved in,  when I decided t o  r e t u r n  from 

Palest ine,  from Jerusalem, t o  Germany, because I had f igured  o u t  

two things: i t  would h m e  been very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  complete 

my schooling i n  Palest ine;  t h a t  is, my high school, because 

w e r y t h i n g  was of course i n  Hebrew. Though I had s t a r t e d  

l e a r n i n g  Hebrew, i t  i s  a  very d i f f i c u l t  language, and I didn't 

t h ink  I would be ab le  t o  make it i n  any reasonable time. So, the  

advice t o o  from t h e  Hebrew Universi ty i n  Jerusalem had been, t o  

t r y  t o  complete my high school yea r s  i n  Germany, i f  t h a t  was 

possible.  And, a s  f a r  a s  they were concerned, they would accept 



any accredited-i t  had t o  be accredited, unf or tunately--private 

school i n  Germany, a s  long a s  i t  was accredi ted  t o  i s s u e  a 

c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  you have completed high school sa t i s fac to r i ly .  

They would accept  that ,  and I would automatical ly be admitted 

then t o  Hebrew University, t o  whatever s tud ies  I was i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  I might take up a t  the  time. 

So, between t h e  two things--between t h e  reasonable 

assumption t h a t  I might be a b l e  t o  f i n i s h  my high school i n  

Germany, and a t  t h e  same t ime  do what I wanted t o  do, namely ge t  

involved i n  saving a s  many people a s  I could h e l p  save, I decided 

t o  go back. There was r e a l l y  no problem a t  a l l ,  s trangely 

enough I got back all r ight , '  and nobody seemed t o  pay any 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  m a  As  a member of t h e  Habonim, I got a Youth Pass 

issued by B a l d u r  von Schirach. who was i n  charge a t  t h a t  point-- 

H i t l e r  had taken w e r ,  f ina l ly-- i t  was '33. This was signed by 

him, and it  did e n t i t l e  me t o  be considered a Youth Leader, which 

i s  a l l  very strange, because i f  I remember correct ly,  it  didn't 

say t h a t  I was Jewish It didn't say what organizat ion I was i n  

But, i t  was apparently i n  an at tempt t o  keep complete l ists  of 

all youth organizat ions and the people who were i n  them, s o  t h a t  

a t  any given time, they could p u l l  them i n  or  do whatever they 

wanted t o  do. 

They were not a s  organized a s  most people give them c r e d i t  



for. A t  l e a s t ,  t o  my recol lec t ion,  they weren't. It was 

strangely enough poss ib le -wi th  a l o t  of daring and bravado, t o  

run circles--at  times-around them. 

Glaser: 	 Now, you had t o  go back i n t o  school, i n  o r d e r -  

Sch i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  I did go t o  a pr ivate  school. There was no way--there was 

c l ea r  record t h a t  I was no longer admitted t o  any Prussian 

school, said. And then I probably could have t r i e d  Bavaria, or 

something else,  o r  Wirtenberg, or  anything t h a t  i s  outs ide  of 

Prussia. But, no. There was no way. 

So, I went t o  a pr ivate  school, which was a Jewish high 

school, organized by an orthodox re l ig ious  group That was one 

of the  most d i f f i c u l t  things f o r  me, because my r e l i g ious  

background, other than t h a t  I had become bar mitzvah, and t h a t  

only, a s  everybody pointed ou t  t o  me, because the  rabb i  had a 

very p re t ty  daughter, and I enjoyed going t o  h i s  house. But I 

did become bar mitzvah, long a f t e r  I should have become bar 

mitzvah, because of my father 's  i l l ne s s ,  which was a t  my 

th i r t een th  b i r t hday - I  should have become bar mitzvah I d id  

become bar mitzvah a year  and a ha l f  a f t e r  that .  

Glaser: 	 You were then i n  Berl in.  



S c h i l l e r :  Yes. And tha t ' s  the  only t ime i n  my l i f e  t h a t  I r e l i g i o u s l y  went 

t o  services. But. I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  statement was correct.  

' t ha t  everybody made about  me, t h a t  t h e  r abb i  had a very p r e t t y  

daughter. 

Glaser: 	 Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  high school you at tended? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	I th ink i t  was named a f t e r  somebody, I b e l i v e  i t  was Adler. which 

was . But I can't t e l l  fo r  s u r e  It didn't play any 

r o l e  i n  my l i f e  I mean, I went through it perfunctori ly,  I had 

no problem. I was a very good student,  and i n  e f f e c t  when i t  

became evident  t h a t  I wouldn't be ab le  t o  s tay  i n  long  enough. 

asked f o r  a specia l  examination which you could do i n  Germany. 

You could be examined a t  any time. and i f  you passed it. then 

t h a t  was i t  So h e r e  again, I did t h e  wrong thing, I passed it. 

I passed the spec ia l  exam. and i t  was p re t ty  t e r r i b l e  ?here was 

somebody supervising it. i n  jackboots and brown s h i r t  and 

swastika, and cap-- 

Glaser  : 	 I n  t h e  orthodox school? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh. yes. Of course. He belonged t o  t h e  Kultur Ministerium. 

min i s t ry  of cul ture.  and education--as an  observer. ~ o tJewish-

oh. no! No, n a  You could no t  ge t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  unless i t  was 

c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  ministry. The only reason t h a t  they were 

I 



w i l l i n g  t o  c e r t i f y  it i n  my case  i s  because I had a le t ter  from 

t h e  Hebrew Un ive r s i t y  t h a t  they r equ i r ed  a c e r t i f i c a t e ,  and t h a t  

a s  soon a s  I had it, I would l e a v e  Germany. 

A t  t h a t  t i m e  they were  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  g e t  r i d  of a s  many Jews 

i n  whatever f a s h i o n  t h a t  they could. But, t h e  gentleman was very  

unpleasant ;  neve r the l e s s ,  I passed. I passed w i t h o u t  any  

d i f f i c u l t y .  And much too  ea r ly ;  much t o o  ear ly .  So I was t o o  

young t o  go t o  t h e  Univers i ty ,  too--I was d w e y s  t o o  young f o r  

everything. It l e f t  m e  q u i t e  a b i t  of t i m e  t o  dea l  w i t h  t h e  

o t h e r  a f f a i r s .  It became tougher  and toughe r -we  were pe rmi t t ed  

t o  wear a uniform. Everything i n  Germany was uniformed a t  thet 

t i m e .  I t  was dark blue, w i t h  a b lue  s h i r t ,  bu t  o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  

looked e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h e  uniform of t h e  Hitler Youth--except it 

wasn't brown. Same kind of b e l t ,  same kind of a c r o s s  t h e  

shoulder.  I mean, t h a t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  s t i l l  i n  shape a l s o  t h e  

uniform of t h e  Bay Scouts, which was n o t  German, which came from 

t h e  United-no, it came f r a u  England. BaderrPowell. 

So, on t h e  su r f ace ,  t he  purpose was t o  on some days t o  go on  

a l i t t l e  t r i p ,  o r  an  outing. and t h i n g s  of t h a t  nature ,  so  i t  

looked a l l  very harmless.  I t  wasn't q u i t e  a s  ha rmles s  a s  i t  

appeared. 

We we;e bothered q u i t e  o f t e n  by t h e  people  who were  j u s t  



around and saw us out i n  t h e  country, marching around. o r  going 

t o  someplace. or s i t t i n g  down and having l u n c h  Heckled--usually 

comparatively harmless. Except f o r  two t imes  t h a t  I remember 

when we were rounded up by brown-shirted guys. and taken on 

trucks t o  be in ter rogated .  

Well. everybody was l e t  go w i t h i n  an hour or  so. a f t e r  they 

a l l  e s t ab l i shed  who they were. o r  had t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

papers. They couldn't rea l ly .  o r  didn't want t o  do anything. 

o ther  than s c a r e  us. Generally speaking, i t  was "don't show 

yourself. We allow you t o  ge t  together. but  don't march around. 

and don't go on outings. t h a t ' s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  non-Jews." 

Glaser: 	 I sn ' t  t h a t  t o  keep i t  a l l  very q u i e t  How could you l e a r n  t o  be 

a farmer? Did you have t o  have hands-on experience? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. What you would do i s  send people t o  Denmark. We'd g e t  

people out  of the country. [they] were being outside. but p r io r  

t o  that.  t h e r e  i s  a period of indoc t r ina t ion  f o r  about t h r e e  t o  

f o u r  weeks. t o  form an  idea. t o  prepare them f o r  what was coming, 

and what was going t o  happen t o  them. And teaching them 

rudimentaries  of Hebrew. and all kinds of things. There were 

o the r s  t h e r e  who spoke Hebrew fluently.  which I c e r t a i n l y  d idn ' t  

They were teaching Hebrew. And general ly preparing both an  

a t t i t u d e  and i n  every o ther  respect  f o r  a  l i f e  on t h e  farm. i n  



Pales t ine .  

Glaser: 	 Would those  who went t o  Denmark r e t u r n  t o  Germany, o r  would they 

go f r a n  t h e r e  t o  Pa le s t ine?  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, it a l l  depended. It depended where they came from, i f  they 

were i l l e g a l l y  i n  Germany, they wouldn't come back t o  Germany. 

And we had people who had forged papers. We had a s e r v i c e  t h a t  

would provide f o r  forged papers, and j u s t  t o  g e t  them o u t  of 

Germany, from Poland, from o the r  a r e a s  So, it was somewhat 

complex. I n  any case, being one of t h e  l eade r s ,  I was a t  these  

occasions when they rounded us up, I was detained much longer. I 

was q u i t e  harmlessly,  I have t o  say, i n t e m i e w e d  twice  by t h e  

Gestapo, a f te r - - I  mean. harmlessly, because they didn't  h i t  me,  

they didn't do anything. h e y  were r a i s i n g  t h e i r  eyebrows, and 

they had never  f igu red  o u t  whether t h e r e  was a record a s  f a r  a s  I 

was concerned. 

Somehow, they wanted t o  know why I was working w i t h  these  

Jews, and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  a lways - ' l ou  a r e  j u s t  a C h r i s t i a n  

German? Why do you work wi th  Jews?" This  k ind  of thing. 

Glaser:  	 S c h i l l e r  i s  not  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  Jewish nme,  i s  i t ?  

Sch i l l e r :  	 N o .  I t  i sdt  And both my f i r s t  names a r e  hard ly  Jewish--I 
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mean, Hans and Joachiw-  

##end tape 4 s ide  a, begin tape 4 s ide  b 

Well, and I've had a number of occasions when I became aware 

of the  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  c e r t a i n  purposes, it  was very good not  t o  

appear t o  be Jewish, and I i n  fac t - - i t  gave me the  a b i l i t y  t o  

mwe comparatively f ree ly  i n  c e r t a i n  s i tua t ions ,  something t h a t  

perhaps t o  my shame I have used a number of times. Not r e a l l y - I  

th ink  t h e  purpose was ra the r  c l e a r  why I was doing it--

Glaser : One c a l l s  it protec t ive  colorat ion.  

Sch i l l e r :  Yes. And, so I r e a l l y  didn't have much of a problem, w e n  t h e  

two t imes  I was detained, and I was released both times. I t  was 

much, much l a t e r  t h a t  I was a r res ted  again, and t h a t  pa r t i cu la r  

time I was taken t o  the cen t ra l  in te r roga t ion  place of t h e  

Gestapo i n  Ber l in ,  which was a t  Columbus House, with which I had 

l a t e r  a f f i l i a t i o n s  too. I t  was a bui ld ing t h a t  a t  l e a s t  I knew 

ra the r  w e l l  and had admired from the  out side, because i t  was a 

building designed by Er ic  Mendelsohn, f o r  whom I worked much 

l a t e r .  

That t ime I was a r res ted  together with another man wi th  whom 

I had been ;orking, and when we got t o  the Columbus House, we 



were l e f t  alone f o r  a moment i n  some room. He whispered t o  me,  

'You know, Hans, I happen t o  l i k e  y o u  And that 's  why I am going 

t o  t e l l  you something. I 'm  r e a l l y  a double agent. I ' m  a N a z i  

I ' m  working f o r  t h e  Nazis. Of course, nothing's going t o  happen 

t o  me. We're j u s t  l e f t  here  together so I can f i n d  out  from you 

what you're r e a l l y  doing. I don't r e a l l y  have t o  f i n d  out; I 

know exactly what you're doing, and they know exactly what you're 

doing. I f  you get  ou t  again, I can only advise one thing: l eave  

Germany a s  quickly a s  you can, because t h i s  w i l l  be your l a s t  

chance. " 

Glaser : 	 When you sa id  t h a t  you worked wi th  him, do you mean w i t h i n  t h e  

Habonim? 

Schi l ler :  	 Yes. Hechaluz, actually.  I worked with him. 

Glaser: 	 He was a Jewish double agent? 

Sch i l l e r  : No.  Well, he cl aimed-see, he a l s o  had protec t ive  colora t ionl  

[laughs] 

Glaser: 	 So t h e  group was i n f i l t r a t e d  by Nazis. 

Sch i l l e r :  	 That's r ight ,  yes, And well ,  s trangely enough, the  interview a s  

f a r  a s  I &n remember, which was very unpleasant, very tough, and 



p a r t i c u l a r l y  knowing what already he had t o l d  me ,  knowing t h a t  

supposedly they knew exact ly  what I was doing, who I was, e t c  

But, they were looking a t  t h a t  point  f o r  Communist a f f i l i a t i o n s .  

I didn't  have any Communist a f f i l i a t i o n s .  I've known many 

Communists, and I 've-dur ing t h e  t ime i n  which we worked and 

t r i e d  t o  get people out. ce r t a in ly  I worked wi th  Communists. And 

probably have got ten  out a few, too--human beings. you know. 

had nothing t o  do wi th  the  Communist Party. or  have ever been 

connected t o  i t  i n  any fashion. But tha t ' s  r e a l l y  what they were 

a f t e r ,  and i t  i s  amazing w i t h  what a s t r a i g h t  f ace  one can 

blandly l i e ,  when one has  to. 

Glaser:  	 Was t h e r e  any point  i n  lying, i f  they knew al l  about your 

a c t i v i t i e s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  you can s t i l l  lie. I mean, not -a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  What he  

sa id  t o  me, h e  said,  'Ihey know exac t ly  -who you are." Well, t h a t  

meant they knew my background, they knew t h a t  I had-that I was 

the same guy who had been thrown out  of Prussian schools, and who 

had e a r l y  confrontat ions wi th  t h e  SISA and SS. So, t h a t  i s  

r e a l l y  what they knew, and probably.. . 

But, i n  any case, they apparently d id  not  ge t  what they were 

looking for--or they did ge t  what they were looking fo r ,  I j u s t  

don't know.' After  one n ight  where I was re leased t h e  next 

I 



morning, we decided t o  mwe a s  quickly a s  possible t o  ge t  out of 

Germany. Well, my mother had applied, of course, f o r  a v isa ,  and 

theh v i s a  a t  t h a t  point had been apprwed, so  i t  was j u s t  a 

matter  of ge t t i ng  some things together and l e a v i n h  And ge t  

somebody t o  pack everything, or a t  l e a s t  arrange t h a t  everything 

would be picked up and packed and sen t  t o  I s rae l ,  Palestine. 

So we l e f t .  

Glaser: Ear l ier ,  you had sa id  almost i n  passing t h a t  you helped t o  ge t  

people--I assume you meant t he  Habonim youth out. What was 

involved i n  t h a t ?  

Sch i l l e r :  What was involved was t o  arrange t o  hide i n  c e r t a i n  places, with 

famil ies ,  wi th  people who were--w e're t a lk ing  about individual  

young people, you know. To o u t f i t  them so they didn't look l i k e  

they came out  of a l i t t l e  Polish town with  sidelocks and 

everything-it depends where they came fran. 

Glaser: Were these mostly those who were i l l e g a l  immigrants t o  begin 

with? 

Sch i l l e r :  That's r igh t ,  yes. Also, it looked very much l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  

a t t a c k  would go agains t  those who weren't quote unquote German, 

O r ,  who hah i l l e g a l l y  immigrated, and t he r e  were qu i t e  a few of 



course. who had immigrated a f t e r  World War I--whose f a m i l i e s  had 

immigrated t o  Germany. And c e r t a i n l y  t o  t h e  B e r l i n  a rea ,  and 

they were t r y i n g  t o  go a g a i n s t  people who had " recent lymn a s  they 

c a l l e d  it. come t o  Germany f i r s t .  They wanted t o  g e t  r i d  of 

them. And then  gradually.  it included a l l  Jews. something else 

again. 

But t h e  f i r s t  a t t empt  was a g a i n s t  what they c a l l e d  "Polish 

and Ga l i t z i en"  Jews. Gypsies--it  was all the  same f o r  t h e  German 

mind. It makes abso lu t e ly  no difference.  And, c e r t a i n l y  anyone 

who one way o r  t he  o t h e r  had come from Russia,  because--

obviously. they a r e  a Communist. Many of them d id  come from 

Russia because they were opposed t o  Communism1 It was j u s t  t o o  

much t o  f i g u r e  out. They wanted a pre tex t ,  and they didn't  want 

a t  f i r s t  t o  go a g a i n s t  t h e  German Jews, s o  it didn't--they wanted 

t o  t r y  it out f i r s t .  And do t h e  more p l a u s i b l e  thing. In  fac t .  

I have t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  was a group of German Jews  who wished 

they could have been National  S o c i a l i s t s ,  and who made every 

a t t e m p t  t o  convince H i t l e r  t h a t  they were such  wonderful  Germans, 

t h a t  h e  should cons ider  them f o r  par ty  membership. 

This p a r t i c u l a r  group applauded t h e  idea  of keeping Germany 

pure, and throw out a l l  those Polackes and Russians and 

Galitzians--and they would have worked g lad ly  w i t h  H i t l e r  t o  h e l p  

him w i t h  that.  I mean, they considered themselves Germans f i r s t .  



and Jews  by religion--but j u s t  co inc iden ta l ly  so, and t o t a l l y  

subsc r ibed  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a t tempt .  Of course, Hitler and t h e  

Nazis  used every th ing  t h a t  was played them t h e i r  way, a t  l e a s t  

f o r  a w h i l e  Then, they used t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group t o  spy on  

o the r  Jews, and f i n d  o u t  what  they were doing, who they were, and 

why they were And f i n a l l y ,  they took  them t o  t h e  concen t r a t ion  

camps j u s t  l i k e  everybody e l se .  

I am q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  must have been a few Jews who 

managed t o  be--to i n g r a t i a t e  themselves s u f f i c i e n t l y  w i t h  H i t l e r ,  

t h a t  they were--what d id  they c a l l  them? [pause] Something l i k e  

Honorary Ayrians. 

Glaser :  You were  s i x t e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of 

Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

t h e  dec i s ion  t o  l e a v e  Germany? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. We l e f t  i n  '35 [thinking]--what 

seventeen when we l e f t .  

was I ?  Seventeen  I was 

Glaser :  T e l l  me about t h e  p repa ra t ions  f o r  leav ing .  

S c h i l l e r :  J u s t ,  we s o l d  some of t h e  t h i n g s  we didn't  want t o  t a k e  w i t h  us; 

we gave a l o t  of t h ings  away. A number of t h ings  were t aken  by 

my g r e a t  a u n t  and uncle, because they were convinced nothing 

would ever  -happen t o  them, because a f t e r  a l l  she  was a Catholic. 



I didn't q u i t e  share  t h a t  opinion, but what was t h e  sense? We 

t r i e d  t o  convince them t o  leave. They weren't about ta We got, 

a moving company t o  pack everything, i n  a container--those 

conta iners  i n  those t imes were wood. It's about the s i z e  of t h i s  

room, t h a t  container. 

Glaser: 	 Which would be haw many--? 

Sch i l l e r : That would be e i g h t  by twelve fee t ,  roughly, and e i g h t  f e e t  high. 

It's big, but when you t a l k  about furniture--we didn't take  much 

f u r n i t u r e  We did take  some furni ture .  We had bought i n  Germany 

before leaving a new washing machine, a new e l e c t r i c  oven, and a 

range, and a very small  ref r igerator .  L i t t l e  t iny  one about 

three  cubic f e e t  That we took; took all t h e  l i n e n ,  a l l  the  

suits. We had probably brought some e x t r a  l inen ,  and s h i r t s  and 

th ings  of t h a t  nature. Whatever seemed t o  be reasonable and 

could be used, we bought, because t h a t  was one way of g e t t i n g  

sane money out. 

Glaser:  	 And obviously, leaving l i k e  tha t ,  you didn't have t o  smuggle 

yourself  across  the border? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	No. 

Glaser : 	 And you had already sa id  t h a t  wi th  the  B r i t i s h  v isa ,  you could 



t ake  a thousand pounds out .  

S c h i l l e r: Yes. One thousand pounds--not per  person, No, unfor tunate ly  

not. For a family,  per  family. I th ink  tha t ' s  what i t  was. I 

may be w rang, but  I don't t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  i t  was about  t h e  

equiva lent  of s i x t e e n  thousand marks, one thousand pounds a t  t h e  

t i m e  The equiva lent  a t  t h a t  t i m e  of a t  l e a s t  four  thousand 

d o l l a r s ,  could have been r a t h e r  more before  t h e  war. Immediately 

a f  t e r  World War 11, it would have been t h e  equiva lent  of four  

thousand do l l a r s .  

That e s s e n t i a l l y  was enough t o  1i v e  on--don't a s k  me how, 

but  i t  was enough t o  l i v e  on i n  P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h e  time, because a 

few y e a r s  l a t e r  when I s t a r t e d  ea rn ing  money i n  Pa les t ine ,  my 

monthly income was four  pounds. That was considered a l l  r ight .  

A high income was e i g h t  pounds; t h a t  was a r e a l  high income. 

Glaser :  	 How did you ge t  t o  I s r a e l  from Ber l in?  To P a l e s t i n e  from B e r l i n ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 The same way we did-well, d i r e c t l y  from t h e  Anhalter Bahnhof, 

which i s  one of t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s  i n  Berl in,  t o  Trieste .  

From Tr i e s t e ,  on an  I t a l  i a n  s h i p  to--I t h i n k  we went t o  Jaf f a 

aga in ;  we had to.  There was no o t h e r  way r e a l l y  a t  t h e  time. 

Glaser:  	 And where d id  you s e t t l e ?  You and your mother s e t t l e d  where? 



S c h i l l e r :  I n  Jerusalem. We had decided on that .  The only--she was n o t  

w i l l i n g  t o  be anywhere else but i n  Jerusalem. That was a  f e e l i n g  

I shared  too;  it's by f a r  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and most b e a u t i f u l  

c i t y  i n  Pa l e s t i ne .  

Glaser :  W e l l .  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  you had wanted t o  go t o  t h e  Hebrew 

Univers i ty .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. And a t  t h a t  t i m e .  t h a t  was t h e  only p lace  t h e  Univers i ty  

had a  campus. That was t h e  only campus a t  a l l ,  Of course. I 

knew a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and my mother knew and bemoaned t h e  f ac t .  t h a t  

i f  I would go t o  t h e  Hebrew Universi ty .  I couldn't s tudy 

medicine. Medicine was no t  being taught ,  yet. And so. instead.  

when I f i n a l l y  went t o  Hebrew Universi ty .  I s t u d i e d  p remed ic ine .  

i n  t h e  hope t h a t  I would be a b l e  t o  go somewhere else. l i k e  

England. t o  c a n p l e t e  my s tud i e s .  That d i d  n o t  happen. 

Glaser :  Was housing t i g h t  i n  Je rusa lem a t  t h a t  time? 

S c h i l l e r :  Well. no. i t  was depending on how much you could a f f o r d  t o  pay. 

We found a  f l a t  i n  a  brand-new house i n  Jerusalem, where w e  were 

t h e  f i r s t  occupants. i n  f a c t  It cons i s t ed  of two rooms. a  

ki tchen,  and a  bath. This  was c e r t a i n l y  on a  much smaller s c a l e  

t han  we used t o  l i v e  before. But. we were lucky t h a t  we could 



a f fo rd  tha t ,  under the circumstances. That was a l l  r ight .  

Well. what e l s e  happened. of course. is t h a t  we had t o  pay a 

t a x  f o r  l eav ing  the  country, t h a t  our  account--or anything we had 

o the r  than t h e  one thousand pounds. i n  Germany, was frozen, and 

one account a t  the  [ ~ r e i s s m a r ? ]  Bank. w e r  which w e  had no 

control. Once i t  was f razen, automatical ly every yea r  taxes were 

paid out  of that .  and--

Glaser : What kind of taxes. i f  you weren' t there?  

S c h i l l e r :  Well. I guess t h e r e  must have been a small income s t i l l  on the  

money t h a t  was deposited. And. anything else--of course. we 

have never seen any of it. 

Glaser: You d idn ' t  g e t  any reparat ions? 

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, n a  Oh! D i d  we ge t  any repara t ions?  That's a d i f f e r e n t  

ques t ion  Yes and n a  [laughs] We did-when my fa the r  died, 

when everything was se t t l ed .  a l l  t h e  various b i l l s  had been 

s e t t l e d ,  t h e r e  was about a quar t e r  of a m i l l i o n  marks l e f t .  

Which was a s i z a b l e  amount i n  those days. Which, h i s  bes t  f r i end  

had then invested f o r  my mother, and we had 1ived on i t  ra ther  

well ,  and a t  t h e  t ime when we l e f t  a f t e r  taking o u t '  the  thousand 

pounds, t h e r e  were s t i l l  b e t t e r  than a quar t e r  of a mi l l ion  marks 



i n  t h e  account. Of which I have seen p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing--ever. 

And i n  addi t ion.  t h e r e  was some r e a l  e s t a t e  from pay grandparents  

i n  L iegn i t z ,  which then  by t h a t  t ime was Poland. 

Glaser :  F o r g e t t h a t .  

S c h i l l e r :  Oh. yes. Oh yes.  We haven ' t  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  on t h a t .  T h i s  i s  one  

of t h e  reasons. i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h a t  my a t t i t u d e  was formed a s  f a r  

a s  money was concerned. I f e l t  i t  was t o t a l l y  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  

worry about  having money. making money. because i n  my l i f e t i m e .  

I've seen t h a t  whatever my pa ren t s  had dur ing  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  i n  

Germary was l o s t .  t o t a l l y  l o s t .  I t  was a  s m a l l  for tune.  I mean, 

they were doing a l l  r ight.  Both had made money. and both had 

money inher i ted .  And then, when we l e f t  Germany. t h a t  was lo s t .  

Which was a for tune,  e s s e n t i a l l y ;  i t  was l o s t .  When I had 

managed t o  b u i l d  up a  c e r t a i n  amount of c a p i t a l  and r e a l  e s t a t e .  

i n  Jerusalem, when I came t o  t h i s  country. I had t o  l e a v e  i t  

behind. 

So. I've seen t h r e e  for tunes ,  e s s e n t i a l l y .  l o s t  i n  one 

l i f e t i m e 1  So. t h a t  h a s  a n  in f luence  on your d e s i r e  t o  b u i l d  up a 

l o t  of money. 

Glaser  : And a c e r t a i n  sense of impermanence. too. I would think.  



Schiller: Right. 

##end tape 4 side b, end of intenriew 2 




In te rv iew 3 ;  begin t a p e  5 s i d e  a ;  7/8/87 

Glaser :  	 W e s t o p p e d l a s t t i m e w h e n y o u a n d y o u r m o t h e r h a d m w e d t o  

Jerusa lem i n  1937, and you were s w e n t e e n  y e a r s  old, and had 

moved i n t o  a new apartment. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 1935. Did you say--? Right. 

Glaser :  	 A n d y o u m w e d i n t o a n e w a p a r t m e n t w i t h y o u r m o t h e r ,  i n  

Jerusalem; and what was Je rusa lem l i k e  i n  t h a t  per iod of t ime? 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, Jerusalem was very b e a u t i f u l  and very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  

c e r t a i n l y  had t h e  f e e l i n g  of being amids t  h i s t o r y  of thousands of 

years.  It was a l l  a l i v e - - i t  wasn't j u s t  anc i en t  h i s t o r y ,  but 

t h ings  didn't  seem t o  have changed very  much wer s i n c e  King 

David had l i v e d  t h e r e  One h a s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e ,  of course,  and 

a t  t h a t  time t h a t  was comparat ively easy, between the  old c i t y  of 

Jerusalem and t h e  surrounding new pa r t s ,  a lmost  1ike  a r i n g  of 

suburbs. I t  was n o t  a complete r ing ;  i t  extended towards t h e  

south  of Jerusalem mostly, a l i t t l e  b i t  a1 ong t h e  road t h a t  came 

from J a f f a ,  Tel Aviv, up i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  of Judea, and i t  a l s o  

extended a l i t t l e  b i t  from t h e r e  t o  t h e  ea s t ,  towards what then 

was known a s  Trans-Jordan, now known a s  Jordan. But i t  was l y i n g  

on the,  c r e s t  of t h e  va r ious  h i l l s  surrounding Jerusalem, and from 

many a r e a s  you had a view of t he  old c i t y ,  which was s t i l l  a lmos t  



t o t a l l y  wal led by t h e  old wal l s .  It's hard t o  descr ibe ;  it's a 

m a t t e r  of f e e l i n g ,  it 's a  m a t t e r  of l ook ing  a t  it, and i t  was 

very  picturesque.  

Glaser :  	 Were t h e r e  shortage's of food then, o r  was eve ry th ing  ample, and 

sho r t ages  l a t e r  when war s t a r t e d ?  

S c h i l l e r  : Well, every th ing  was ava i l ab l e ,  o r  a1most every th ing  was 

ava i lab le .  There were n o t  r e a l l y ,  i n  t h a t  sense,  sho r t ages  of 

food; i t  was a  m a t t e r  of what one could afford.  The economy was 

q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from c e r t a i n l y  what i t  i s  these  days, and 

c e r t a i n l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  European economy or  t h e  American 

economy. One had t o  ge t  by w i t h  very,  very  l i t t l e  money, and one 

could. The food supply came from v a r i o u s  sources.  It came from 

t h e  v a r i o u s  Jewish  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  whether  they be communal 

s e t t l e m e n t s ,  o r  i nd iv idua l  s e t t l emen t s ,  o r  t h e r e  was a  na t iona l  

o rgan iza t ion  of mi lk  product producers,  which was c a l l e d  Tnwah 

[ s p e l l s ] ,  which was exce l len t .  So t h e r e  was a lways  a  f r e s h  

supply of milk,  of bu t t e rmi lk ,  of leben,  lebeniyah,  and v a r i o u s  

o the r  milk products .  And eggs. 

Then, t h e r e  was t h e  d i r e c t  supply around Jerusa lem from Arab 

peasants ,  who would come and hawk t h e i r  wares, be i t  vege t ab l e s  

grown ,around Jerusa lem i n  t h e  Kidron Val ley and i n  o t h e r  

sur rounding  v i l l a g e s ,  or chickens,  which they would b r i n g  a l i v e  



and then  s l a u g h t e r  on demand, and p luck  on t h e  spo t  [ laughs] ,  o r  

eggs. There was always a g rea t  deal of b a r t e r i n g ;  they would 

s t a r t  high, and swear  they couldn't  poss ib ly  go lower,  and t h e n  

i f  you c losed  the door and say No thank you [laughs] i t  would 

come lower. They would r i n g  t h e  b e l l  again and say, 'Well, a l l  

r i g h t .  Today, we w i l l  g i v e  i t  t o  you f o r  a l i t t l e  less.'' 

Well, t h e r e  were q u i t e  l a r g e  sheep herds  t h a t  t h e  Arabs 

would d r i v e  i n  t he  open a r ea s ,  r i g h t  i n t o  t he  suburbs,  f o r  

grazing. So t h i s  was one s o r t  of meat. There was imported meat, 

beef. There were, l a t e r  dur ing  t h e  war, i n t e r n a l  s u p p l i e s  

i nc lud ing  camel's meat, which of course was always e a t e n  by t h e  

Arabs, b u t  t o  formal  Europeans i t  was something new and 

d i f f e r e n t .  

Glaser :  Did you w e r  e a t  i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. 

Glaser :  What was i t  l i k e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, it depends how old t h e  camel was. I f  it was a very  young 

camel, i t  a c t u a l l y  t a s t e d  no t  t e r r i b l y  d i f f e r e n t  from veal .  The 

meat e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  a l i t t l e  sweeter  than v e a l ,  bu t  i t ' s  hard t o  

t e l l  apart. There a l s o  was h o r s e  meat, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  and i n  bad 



t imes--I don't kqow i f  I 've wer e a t e n  horse  meat; I t h i n k  I 

have, probably. 

Glaser  : 	 Without knowing i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Without knowing it, yes. That's e n t i r e l y  cor rec t .  And t h e r e  

was, l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  war, and probably--yes, a l s o  be fo re  t h e  

war, f r czen  impor t s  from A u s t r a l i a  That, by way of comparat ive 

q u a l i t y ,  was much b e t t e r  meat t han  anyth ing  you could g e t  

otherwise.  Before t h e  war, you could g e t  i n  c e r t a i n  butcher  

shops, which were c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  Engl i sh  occupat ion force.  

pork-you couldn't  g e t  i t  anywhere else.  Af te r  t h e  war, some of 

t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  Jewish  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  were growing pork a s  a 

m a t t e r  of j u s t ,  t o  produce income, because t h e r e  was a demand f o r  

it, and whether they persona l ly  a t e  i t  or  n o t  was no t  t h e  

important  f a c t o r .  The f a c t o r  was t h a t  i t  was income-producing. 

Glaser :  	 How soon a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  d id  you s t a r t  a t  Hebrew Un ive r s i t y?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	Well, I didn ' t  immediately,  because t h e  most impor tan t  t h i n g  f o r  

me t o  do was t o  l e a r n  s u f f i c i e n t  Hebrew, s o  t h a t  my going t o  t h e  

Hebrew Univers i ty  made any sense. I n  order  t o  do tha t ,  I v i s i t e d  

a high school ,  which was i n  Ta lp io th  [ spe l l s ] .  That i s  a suburb  

a l s o  of Jerusalem, l y i n g  on t h e  road t o  Bethlehem, s o  s t r a i g h t  

south,  r e a l l y ,  of Je rusa lem;  n o t  very f a r ,  a m a t t e r  of maybe two 



o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  from t h e  cen t e r  of town. It's on a f a i r l y  high 

h i l l ,  and overlooks t h e  old c i t y  of Je rusa lem i n  one d i r ec t i on ,  

some of t h e  new p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e  o the r  d i r ec t i ons ,  and t h e n  

s t r a i g h t  e a s t  you see,  on another  h i l l ,  what was known a s  

Government House, t h a t  was t h e  B r i t i s h  high commissioner's 

palace.  This  was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of ~ ' o r d a n  and 

overlooking t h e  d e s e r t ,  and t h e  Jordan  Valley. The River  Jordan. 

That high school--the p r i n c i p a l  and fou-rlder of t h a t  h igh  

school was an  o lde r  s i s t e r  of my uncle,  Mart in  Nathan [ s p e l l s ] ,  

who had marr ied  my f a the r ' s  s i s t e r .  Her name was Pauly Nathan 

She had a p r i v a t e  school i n  Germany, a Jewish  p r i v a t e  school i n  

which Hebrew was an  e s s e n t i a l  pa r t ,  and was taught. So, I went--

I a t tended  t h a t  school,  a t  h e r  i n v i t a t i o n ,  i n  order  t o  l e a r n  

Hebrew and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  h ighes t  c l a s s ,  which of course--

not  f o r  purposes of l e a r n i n g  anything, because I had my high 

school  diploma a t  t h a t  po in t ,  bu t  t o  l e a r n  Hebrew. I t  was, 

i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a t  t h a t  school where I aga in  met my f u t u r e  w i f e .  

[ laughs]  She had a t tended  t h a t  school  i n  Ber l in ,  and was 

con t inu ing  i n  t h a t  school a t  t h i s  point .  

A s  I had ind i ca t ed  e a r l i e r ,  she  had changed q u i t e  a b i t ,  was 

a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  b e a u t i f u l ,  and I had t o  admi t  t h a t  I was somewhat 

smitte,n. But, s h e  had not  changed h e r  a t t i t u d e  towards me, which 

I can u ~ d e r s t a n d .  She didn ' t  r e a l l y  l i k e  me t e r r i b l y  much; I 



don't know what caused it. I t h i n k  she, a f t e r  t h e  encounter  i n  

Be r l i n ,  hadn't q u i t e  f o r g o t t e n  i t  o r  fo rg iven  it. [ laughs]  

Which i s  understandable. She had a very good f r i end ,  another  

g i r l ,  and w i t h  whom she  was s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  c l a s s ,  and w i t h  

whom she  was always together .  Her nanie was Chava-- [ s p e l l s ]  o r  

probably i f  you--oh, i t  doesn't m a t t e r - a f  ter a l l ,  it 's a Hebrew 

m n e ,  so--or a l l i t e r a t i o n s  or t r a n s p o s i t i o n s  i n t o  ano the r  

language, 	 depending i f  you came from Germany, you would have 

s p e l l e d  i t  	w i t h  a 'kt'; i n  f a c t ,  s h e  did s p e l l  it w i t h  a 'kt' and 

i f  you came from and Engl ish speaking country,  you were us ing  a 

"v", simply because those  e i t h e r  i n  German or i n  English,  would 

produce the  same sound. Chava Schocken [ s p e l l s ] .  

G la se r :  	 Was s h e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  publ i sh ing  family? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Right. She was the  daughter of t h e  o r i g i n a l  publ i sher ,  and 

ended up be ing  t h e  pub l i she r  of Schocken Books. W e l l ,  s i n c e  I 

obviously did n o t  make any headway i n  any d i r e c t i o n  w i t h  Lot te ,  

guess  a very long f r i e n d s h i p  s t a r t e d  w i t h  Chava Schocken, and w e  

were q u i t e  close.  good f r i e n d s  f o r  many years .  But t h a t ' s  

perhaps a somewhat l a t e r  s tory.  But, all I am say ing  i s  t h e  next  

few y e a r s  were--and t h e  rest of my l i f  e--was kind of governed by 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I went t o  t h a t  school.  

Glaser :  	 Was t h i s  a boarding school ,  or did you t r a v e l  by bus each day? 

I 
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S c h i l l e r :  	 No. Yes, I t r a v e l e d  by bus,  b u t  n o t  a  s c h o o l  bus. I mean, a 

r egul a r  bus. 

Glaser :  	 Did they have Eged buses  back then? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Oh, yes,  of course. Those a r e  a l l  old e s t a b l i s h e d  names 

and f i rms ,  a l l  of t he se  th ings  l i k e  Eged and Tnwah, which I 

uqderstand i s  s t i l l  i n  ex is tence ,  were o f f sp r ings  of p a r t s  of t h e  

His tadru th ,  which was a l a b o r  organizat ion,  and belonged t o  it. 

This  was one of t h e  l a r g e s t  b u i l d e r s  i n  the--in f a c t ,  the l a r g e s t  

b u i l d e r  i n  t h e  country, cont rac tor ,  was a  p a r t  of t h e  l a b o r  

organiza t ion .  

Well. To go back t o  t h a t ,  I a t tended  t h a t  school,  and s i n c e  

a l l  I e s s e n t i a l l y  was doing was l i s t e n i n g .  I had t o  keep myself 

occupi.ed and I s a t  i n  c l a s s  w i t h  e i t h e r  a sketchpad o r  modeling 

clay. and d id  a l i t t l e  s c u l p t u r e  work. o r  sketching,  o r  t h i n g s  of 

t h a t  nature. I d id  l e a r n  s u f f i c i e n t  Hebreii t o  be a b l e  t o  

converse and understand most of what was being sa id ,  i n  a  

coffiparatively s h o r t  t i n e ;  about  s i x  months o r  so, and I guess 

t h a t ' s  about  a s  l ong  a s  I spen t  there. But. being exposed t o  a 

number of young people, on t h e  average of about t h r e e  t o  fou r  

y e a r s  younger than I was, I a l s o  go t  involved and heard about t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  country, t h e  needs f o r  c e r t a i n  



serv ice ,  l i k e  t h e  n i g h t l y  defense of s e t t l emen t s ,  of roads, of 

suburbs,  and t h e  l a c k  of people t r a i n e d  t o  do so. I d id  l e a r n  

and got  i n  touch a t  t h a t  time w i t h  what e s s e n t i a l l y  was a n  

i l l e g a l  o rganiza t ion ,  namely t h e  Haganah--Haganah l i t e r a l l y  means 

defense, and was an' o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  Jewish  Agency, o r  c r e a t e d  

by t h e  J ewi sh  Agency, which was t he  governing body of t h e  Jewish  

community i n  Pa les t ine .  One could a lmos t  say, i f  you a n t i c i p a t e d  

what  happened l a t e r  on, a government i n  e x i l e ,  though i t  wasn't 

i n  e x i l e ;  i t  was r i g h t  there .  

Those who would t ake  c a r e  of t h e  d e s i r e s  and needs of t h e  

Jewish  community, v i s - a - v i s  t h e  mandatory power, which was 

. k r ~ dr e p r e s e n t  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  Jews i n  

Palestine.  The Haganah a t  t h a t  t i m e  was a f o r c e  of your~g  women 

and men, t h e r e  was never t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  Pa l e s t i ne ;  women 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  i n  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  

o rgan iza t ion  had a philosophy which was t r u e  t o  i t s  name: even 

though a m i l i t a r y  organiza t ion ,  i t  was s t r i c t l y  f o r  defense,  

never f o r  a t t a c k ;  wouldn't f i r e  a sho t  i n  anger, would n o t  use 

arms under any c i rcumstances  o t h e r  than  when a t t acked ,  and a f t e r  

an  a t t a c k ,  where any one had taken  place. Not i n  a r e t a l i a t o r y  

f a s h i o n  e i t h e r ,  bu t  s t r i c t l y  t o  ward a n  a t t a c k  off ,  and hoping t o  

avoid being overrun by an Arab marauder f o r c e  a t  n igh t ,  o r  l a t e r  

during,  day time. 



The usual and normal a t t a c k s  t h a t  occurred up and down were 

a t t a c k s  from a n  ambush on a road, on a road from Jerusalem t o  Tel  

Aviv, from Jerusalem t o  [Hivah?] , which went through a t o t a l l y  

Arab a r e a  Nablus. Those were t h e  most l i k e l y  p l aces  t o  be 

axtacked-or from Jerusa lem down t o  t h e  Dead Sea, which i s  a 

corn para t i v e l y  s h o r t  t r i p ,  b u t  qu i  te--at t h a t  time--a dangerous 

t r i p ,  because i t  went through t h e  dese r t ,  t o t a l l y  i n  Arab a r ea s ,  

and gave ample oppor tun i ty  f o r  an  a t t a c k e r  t o  hide,  and t o  

a t t a c k  out  of a r t  of t h e  ambush. It usua l ly  was an  a t t a c k  a t  

n igh t ,  o r  a t  dusk or  dawn, and a t  no t i m e  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  

t h a t  I 've been i n  P a l e s t i n e  was t h e r e  w e r  complete peace. It 

wasn't, of course,  on t he  s c a l e  of a r e a l  war; i t  wasn't on t h e  

s c a l e  of what happened a f t e r  I l e f t  Pa l e s t i ne ,  bu t  i t  was 

something t h a t  could have happened any time, anywhere. Even 

going on a  bus a t  n igh t  from Jerusalem t o  Talpioth,  which went 

thro,ugh some Arab sec t ions ,  or  some Arab-Christian s ec t i ons ,  

ac tua l ly .  Attacks would happen  One, two, t h r e e  s h o t s  f i r e d  a t  

a bus were no th ing  very unusual. 

So i t  was f o r  t h a t  purpose, r e a l l y ,  t o  prevent  and g ive  

p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Havanah was formed, o r i g i n a l l y .  

Glaser :  Did t h e  B r i t i s h  p r w i d e  any p ro t ec t i on?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. I t  varied. A t  times, they would; a t  t imes  they wouldn't. 



La te r  on, and I can ' t  g i v e  you t h e  exac t  y e a r s  r i g h t  now, t h e  

B r i t i s h  pe rmi t t ed  what--or i n s t i g a t e d  i n  f a c t  what they c a l l e d  

"supernumerary c o n ~ t a b u l a r y , ~ ~  means p o l i c ewhich a d d i t i o n a l  

forces .  and they were supposed t o  t r a i n  these  p o l i c e  f o r c e s  and 

i n  essense,  a l l  it amounted t o  was t h e  s a f e  hand1 ing  of t h e  L e e  

Enf i e ld  r i f l e ,  which was t h e  r i f l e  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Army and t h e  

B r i t i s h  po l i ce  f o r c e s  used a t  t h e  t i m e .  Under very  s t r i c t l y  

con t ro l l ed  condi t ions ,  they would i s s u e  a Lee-Enfield r i f l e  when 

you r epo r t ed  f o r  duty. and f i f t y  rounds of ammunition, and t h a t  

i s  a l l  t h a t  was wer p r w i d e d  for .  And i t  was t h e  Haganah which 

p r w i d e d  what  you would c a l l  a pick-up t ruck,  and t h e  B r i t i s h  

c a l l e d  a "tender" f o r  t he  p a t r o l l i n g  of c e r t a i n  roads. Those 

were  manned by t h e  supernumerary constables .  They would wear  t h e  

uniform of t h e  B r i t i s h  p o l i c e  force ,  w i t h  one e x c e p t i o n  The 

B r i t i s h  po l i ce  would wear  something l i k e  an army cap, whereas t h e  

supernumerar ies  were wearing a f u r  cap, a b l ack  f u r  cap. 

It was a high hat.  r e a l l y  [ r a i s e s  hands up t o  show], round, 

and covered w i t h  b lack  c u r l y  ha i r .  You could t e l l  a t  a glance 

whether  a person was w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  court--a n a t i v e - o r  a 

B r i t i s h  po l iceman So, du r ing  t h e  t ime  t h a t  people were on duty, 

they would wear  t h e  uniform and ca r ry  a r i f l e .  None of which was 

ve ry  adequate,  f o r  a number of reasons. The arms t h a t  were used 

by Arabs a t  t h a t  t i m e  were q u i t e  of t e n  machine guns, suppl ied  by 

e i t h e r  Germany or  I t a l y ,  and a n  ord inary  r i f l e  i s  n o t  much of a 



defense a g a i n s t  a machine gun. Or ,  they would use exp los ives  

l i k e  hand grenades, o r  mines, a l s o  suppl ied  by e i t h e r  Germany o r  

I t a ly .  They would d i g  up a road somewhere, and p l ace  a mine, and 

then  the  next  bus, o r  t h e  next p a t r o l  would run  over it  

w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  results, obviously. 

The [ t ende r s? ]  t h a t  were running up and down t o  Tel  Aviv 

from Jerusa lem and [Tehaivah?] were i n  no way armored, s o  t h e r e  

was r e a l l y  no pro tec t ion .  The only p r o t e c t i o n  was a hope tha t ,  

when t h e  f i r s t  s h o t s  would r i n g  out,  they would miss and one 

could jump off t h e  tender  and seek s h e l t e r ,  and defend t h e  s p o t  

i n  some fashion.  

Well, I am mentioning t h a t  i n  some d e t a i l  because I got  

involved w i t h  t h e  Haganah, and was t r a ined  by t h e  Haganah, and 

t h i s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  too. The r e a l  tough m i l i t a r y  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  c e r t a i n  people i n  t h e  Haganah, I among them, got, 

was given a1 so  by t h e  B r i t i s h .  But, no t  by t h e  B r i t i s h  pol ice ,  

but by t h e  B r i t i s h  army. The i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h a t  was 

t y p i c a l  fo r  B r i t i s h  pol icy,  and i n  not  j u s t  t h e  Middle East ,  bu t  

anywhere i n  t h e  world.  I t  i s  t h e  B r i t i s h  motto, d i v i d e r e  e t  

empire--divide and r u l e - t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  b a s i s  of it. The 

B r i t i s h  army, a lmos t  thoughout c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  B r i t i s h  

army, .yhich were en t ru s t ed  by t h e  B r i t i s h  gwernment,  t o  dea l  

w i t h  t h e  Jews--were t r a i n i n g  Jews. The B r i t i s h  p o l i c e  was 



t r a i n i n g ,  a t  t h e  same t ime,  Arabs, and a rming  them. The two  

s i de s ,  t h e  army and t h e  po l ice ,  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  o r d e r s  from 

t h e  same place.  

The B r i t i s h  p o l i c e  was r e c e i v i n g  i t s  o r d e r s  v i a  I nd i a ,  and-

##end t a p e  4 s i d e  a, beg in  t a p e  4 s i d e  b  

- t he  o r d e r s  a t  t h e  po l icy  governing t h e s e  o r d e r s  came from I n d i a  

House i n  London On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  B r i t i s h  army g o t  i t s  

o r d e r s  d i r e c t l y  from London, bu t  t h e  two  groups d i d  n o t  very  

o f t e n  know what  t h e  o t h e r  one was going t o  do, o r  how, o r  wha t  

t h e  o r d e r s  w e r e  or t h e  p o l i c i e s  were. There  have been i n c i d e n t s ,  

l a t e r  on, i n  some of t h e  upr i s ings - - there  were up r i s i ngs ,  f rom 

t i m e  t o  time, and t h o s e  were s t r i c t l y  Arab up r i s i ngs .  P i tched  

b a t t l e s  w e r e  fought ,  and t h e  nex t  morning--usually a t  night--when 

a l l  t h e  combatants  had wi thdrawn from t h e  a rea ,  t h e r e  we re  s t i l l  

dead and wounded i n  t h e  f i e l d .  And f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would 

show t h a t  t h e  dead and wounded w e r e  a l l  B r i t i s h .  That, on e i t h e r  

s i de ,  on one s i de ,  Army personnel ,  and on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  

P a l e s t i n e  po l ice ,  B r i t i s h  po l ice ,  u sua l l y  no t  i n  t h e i r  uniforms, 

bu t  d i sgu i s ed ,  l ook ing  j u s t  l i k e  Jews, i n  wha t  J ews  would 

t y p i c a l l y  wea r -khak i  s h i r t  and khak i  pants,  o r  a b lue  s h i r t  and 

khaki  pan ts .  On t h e  Arab s i d e ,  i n  Arab gea r -headd re s s ,  e t c .  

Q o s e  we re  the,  quo te  B r i t i s h  "advisors" on e i t h e r  

s ide .  Of course ,  i n  a n igh t  b a t t l e ,  people  ge t  k i l l e d .  Nobody 



can t e l l  who i s  who. There were q u i t e  a few such incidents .  Of 

course. i f  t h e r e  were wounded o r  dead on e i t h e r  s ide,  t h e  Jews 

and t h e  Arabs would t a k e  them wi th  them. They would l e a v e  

behind--at l e a s t ,  w e  would l eave  behind those  who were--the 

English who were dead. We c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  l e a v e  any wounded 

people behind. But it's only--there were some Parl iamentary 

i n q u i r i e s  when t h a t  became known, and i t  was q u i t e  an  uproar i n  

London when it became known t h a t  the  government had t o  admit. 

yes. f o r  one reason o r  another. t h e r e  were orders  which appeared 

t o  be  designed f o r  a head-on c lash  between two groups. namely t h e  
-I 

B r i t i s h  army and t h e  B r i t i s h  police. But i t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  

typica l .  I would think. of ~ r i t i s h  co lon ia l  policy a t  t h e  time. 

t o  be on both s i d e s  and t o  work a g a i n s t  each other.  

Glaser:  	 What were you doing i n  t h e  Haganah? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well. f i r s t - - I  was mostly going on these  patrols .  and 

occas ional ly  I was j u s t  on guard duty a t  n igh t  i n  one of t h e  

suburbs i n  Jerusalem. Occasionally, whenever a new se t t l emen t  

was being created. t h e  f i r s t  few nights.  when extra--other than 

t h e  s e t t l e r s  themselves--extra Haganah personnel would be sen t  t o  

r e i n f o r c e  the  place. and t o  guard a t  n ight  the  new set t lements .  

It was most 1ike ly  t h a t  a new se t t l emen t  would be a t tacked during 

t h e  f i . r s t  days of the new set t lement .  I've been a number of 

t imes  a s  f a r  a s  Ga l i l .  and a number of times--but most of t h e  



t i m e  i n  and around Jerusalem, and l a t e r  on, on p a t r o l  duty, on 

t h e  J e r~aa l em-Te l  Aviv highway. 

Soon a f t e r  I s t a r t e d  t h e  p a t r o l  duty a f t e r  I was t r a i n e d  f o r  

t h a t ,  I was i n  command of one of t h e s e  tenders .  I had s i x  o r  

seven people under m e  going w i t h  m e .  The o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  

Haganah a t  t h e  time was ve ry  much t h a t  of any i l l e g a l  c e l l ,  

p o l i t i c a l  o r  otherwise,  anywhere i n  t h e  world, I would guess, and 

t h e r e f o r e  ve ry  much, f o r  i n s t ance ,  l i k e  Communist Par ty  

o rgan iza t ions  i n  c o u n t r i e s  where t h e  Communist Par ty  was i l l e g a l .  

Namely, t h a t  you belonged t o  a  group of s i x  or s w e n  people, you 

d id  know t h e  one person above you, and t h e  people  w i t h  whom you 

were i n  t h a t  one c e l l ,  and t h a t  was it. So you n w e r  knew where 

you r e a l l y  were i n  t h e  t o t a l  hierarchy. Though, l a t e r  on, j u s t  

be fo re  t he  beginning of World War 11, I had advanced t o  a  po in t  

where I be1iwe I was t h e  seventh-in-command i n  Jerusalem. I had 

a f a i r l y  l a r g e  a r ea  under my j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Glaser :  	 Was a l l  of t h i s  going on w h i l e  you were  a t t end ing  c l a s s e s  a t  

Hebrew Un ive r s i t y?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Y e s ,  of course. There was no such t h i n g  as--whether you worked 

i n  an  o f f i c e ,  a s  I d id  l a t e r  on, o r  whether  you a t t ended  c l a s se s ,  

or whqtever else you were  doing, you had a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  n i g h t s  a  

week of duty. Sometimes more. So, one g e t s  t o  l e a r n  t o  do 



sleep--have a 1i t t l e  s l e e p  whenever one can, and t o  f a i r l y  normal 

s p o t  i n  l i f e ,  l i k e  working i n  a n  o f f i ce ,  and st i l l  being on duty 

a l l  night.  But, a s  I--I cannot stress enough t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  no 

t ime d id  t h e  Haganah -ever permit ,  or a c t u a l l y  a t t a c k ,  i n  any 

form, at: a l l .  I t  w a s  s t r i c t l y  a matter of defense; you wouldn't 

use  a r i f l e  o r  a p i s t o l  or any o t h e r  arms u n t i l  a t tacked ,  and 

never before,  and n w e r  any r e t a l i a t i o n  That's impor tan t  t o  

s t r e s s ,  because I t h i n k  i t  w i l l  e x p l a i n  something towards t h e  end 

of my s t a y  i n  Pa l e s t i ne ,  and perhaps even t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I l e f t  

Pa l e s t i ne ,  because t h e r e  was a major change i n  a t t i tude- -not  i n  

t h e  Haganah, bu t  i n  t h e  country a s  a whole. 

To me, t o  have spen t  i n  armed f o r c e s  s o  much t ime  of my 

l i f e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  what normally would have been my format ive  

years--well, they formed me a l l  r i g h t  i n  some f a sh ion  [laughs]--

and, l a t e r  on, a s  a yourlg man u n t i l  age twenty n ine  i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army, i t  i s  r e a l l y  ve ry  s t range .  Because, I was brought 

up a s  a p a c i f i s t .  I personal ly-- i t  may sound strange--as a 

ch i ld ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i n  lily teens,  was a f e rven t  p a c i f i s t ,  and d id  

not  b e l i e v e  i n  any war l ike  a c t  o r  involvement of any kind. 

Glaser :  	 But you be l ieved  i n  defense, because you cane t o  the  defense of 

o the r  s t u d e n t s  i n  B e r l i n ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, I did. I f e l t  very s t r o n g l y  t h a t  every human being h a s  a 



r i g h t  t o  l i v e ,  and enjoy l i f e ,  and h a s  t h e  same r i g h t s ,  same 

human r igh ts .  I t  was very,  very  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  g e t  myself 

t o  car ry  arms, and a s  I have, use arms. I 've o f t e n  wondered a t  

t h e  t i m e  what would happen i f  indeed I would wound or  k i l l  

anybody. I guess one doesn't have t o  wonder i n  s i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  

t h a t ,  because sooner o r  l a t e r  something l i k e  t h a t  happens. But  

I ' m  only mentioning t h a t  because i t  a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  

e s s e n t i a l l y ,  I had not  changed. I still--all my p o l i t i c a l  

involvement h e r e  or i n  I s r a e l  was a lways  d i r e c t e d  towards peace 

and n w e r  towards any w a r l i k e  a c t i o n  I haven't changed when I 

say I s t i l l  do n o t  l i k e  t h e  use of arms, and f e e l  t h a t  t h e  world 

would be a b e t t e r  p l ace  w i thou t  it. But, I t h ink  I ' m  going t o o  

f a r  ahead a t  t h e  moment. 

B r i e f ly ,  t o  say what happened a f t e r  I had acqui red  a c e r t a i n  

amount of Hebrew, I went t o  t h e  Hebrew Univers i ty ,  and took  t h e  

p r e m e d i c a l  courses,  because a t  t h e  time, t h e r e  was no medical 

school  i n  Palest ine.  I t  was intended t o  be b u i l t ,  i t  was 

in tended  t o  be c r ea t ed  and of course,  it was c rea ted ,  bu t  a t  t h e  

t ime, t h e r e  was no such thing. Aqd i f  I had wanted t o  s tudy  

medicine, and of course I was des t ined  t o  study medicine--at 

l e a s t ,  my mother t o l d  m e  I was--and f rankly ,  i n  a  way, I had come 

t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  I would become a p h y s i c i a n  I would have 

had to.,go t o  another  country, and i n  al l  l i ke l i hood ,  I would have 

gone t o  England, i f  I could have a f forded  it. 



Our f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  was no t  t e r r i b l y  good. We l i v e d  on 

two or  t h r e e  pounds a  month, my mother and I, which was p e r f e c t l y  

"adequate," i n  q u o t a t i o n  marks, i n  t hose  days. 

Glaser :  	 That was l i k e  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  then. r i g h t ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	W e l l ,  b e fo re  t h e  war  i t  was somewhat more, but--yes, something 

l i k e  that .  But t h e  economy was such t h a t  t h a t  was t o t a l l y  

adequa te  You could g e t  a  m e a l  r e a l l y  f o r  a few pennies, even i n  

a r e s t au ran t .  They had a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  economy, v e r y  

p r i m i t i v e  economy a t  t h e  time. 

Well, it became w i d e n t  t h a t  I would have t o  do something 

t o - - w e  couldn't  j u s t  t a k e  from what l i t t l e  c a p i t a l  we had brought 

w i t h  us, and use it. We had t o ,  a t  t h e  time. 

Glaser  : 	 Did your  mother cons ider  working h e r s e l f ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 No. I don't t h ink  t h a t  was eve r  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I t  would have 

been a l s o  v e r y  ques t i onab le  what she could have done, because she  

hadn't p r ac t i ced  nurs ing  f o r  years ,  and somehow, I guess s h e  

wouldn't h a v e  See, t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  was t h a t  she  very c l e a r l y  

blamed, me f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were i n  Pa les t ine .  And a f t e r  all ,  

we were i n  P a l e s t i n e  i n  1935. The war didn't  s t a r t  u n t i l  much 



l a t e r ,  '39. During a l l  those  years ,  though t h e r e  were some 

rumors what  was happening t o  Jews, my mother would never b e l i e v e  

it. She was exchanging l e t te rs  w i t h  her  aunt, who had brought  

he r  up, i n  Be r l i n ,  an3 every th ing  was f ine .  And why don't you 

come back. and t h i s  kind of thing.  And of course, as[ l a ~ ' ~ h s I ,  

f a r  a s  I was concerned, i t  was t o t a l l y  o u t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  

wouldn't have l e t  he r  go, and I wouldn't have r e tu rned  obviously,  

and s ince  she  always t o l d  me t h a t  t he  only reason  t h a t  she  was 

a l i v e  was t h a t  s h e  was l i v i n g  f o r  me, she  wouldn' t have l e f t  me .  

So, w e  had t o  f i n d  a way t o  l i v e ,  and pay o u r  v a r i o u s  

expenses, and en ro l lmen t  f e e s  a t  t h e  un ive r s i t y ,  and a l l  t ha t ,  

and hopefu l ly  w i t h i n  one or  t w o y e a r s ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  m e  t o  go 

England t o  study medicine. I didn ' t  consider ,  f rankly,  anything 

e l s e  a t  t h e  t ime, any o ther  country. I persona l ly  never had any 

an imos i ty  towards Arabs; i n  f a c t ,  I had some very  good f r i e n d s  

who were Arabs. I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  i t  would become 

imposs ib le  t o  go t o  an  Arab country and study--I mean. I could 

have gone t o  Egypt and s t u d i e d  medicine, I could have gone t o  

Lebanon and s t u d i e d  medicine. I n  f a c t ,  I ended up going t o  

Lebanon l a t e r .  

But anyway, be t h a t  a s  i t  may, w e  had t o  do something, and I 

had heard from somebody t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  buy, w i t h  your 

so-cal led Sperrkonto, which means f raz en account, i n  Germany, t o  

I 



buy all t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  b u i l d  a  house i n  Pa les t ine .  The 

arrangements  could be made t o  buy it i n  Germany, t o  have i t  

transported.  What you could no t  pay f o r  i n  Germany was t h e  

a c t u a l  e r e c t i o n  i n  Pa les t ine .  That had t o  be paid ou t  of money 

t h a t  you had i n  pa l e s t i ne ,  o r  by t ak ing  o u t  a  bank l o a n  o r  

whatever. So, we made an  arrangement t o  buy a house, no t  f o r  

ourselves--even though w e  d i d  l i v e  i n  i t - -but  a s  a n  income 

property too, which cons i s t ed  of two s t o r i e s  and a  penthouse. It 

had i n  i t  f i v e  f l a t s ,  apartments.  

We bought a s m a l l  s i t e  i n  Talpioth.  which I p a r t i c u l a r l y  

l i k e d ,  and my mother l i k e d  too, because of t h e  b e a u t i f u l  view of 

t h e  old c i t y ,  and surrounding d e s e r t  Working w i t h  one of t h e  

l a r g e  b u i l d e r s  who handled t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s f e r  from Germany 

and e r e c t i o n  i n  Pa l e s t i ne ,  P a l e s t i n e  Bui ld ing  Syndicate,  w e  

ordered t h e  house, which was a  s teel-framed bui ld ing ,  w i t h  l i g h t  

weight  concre te  block f i l l - i n  f o r  t h e  ou t s ide  w a l l s  and 

p a r t i t i o n s ,  which all  were shipped from Germany, i nc lud ing  

hardware, f i n i s h  hardware, doors, even t h e  very common f l o o r  

f i n i s h  i n  P a l e s t i n e  of ceramic tile. These were a c t u a l l y  n o t  

ceramic t i l e ;  they were concre te  t i l e  w i t h  a  l i g h t  yel low f in i sh .  

The P a l e s t i n e  Bu i ld ing  Syndicate,  f o r  reasons  of needing t h e  

drawings f o r  a  b u i l d i n g  permit ,  was working w i t h  an a r c h i t e c t  i n  

Jerusalem by the  name of Rauh [ s p e l l s ] ,  who became q u i t e  w e l l -



known l a t e r  on. i n  Pa les t ine .  Es sen t i a l l y ,  t h e  design was f ixed ,  

o r  p r e t t y  much f ixed ,  because i t  was a  s tandard  product ion of 

c e r t a i n  l e n g t h s  of steel members, e tc ,  but  i n  appearance o r  t h e  

l o c a t i o n  of windows, you had a l i t t l e  leeway. Cer ta in ly  i n  t h e  

arrangement of in te ' r io rs ,  o r  i n  t h e  arrangement of p a r t i t i o n s ;  

how you were going t o  handle  t h a t ,  you had sane  leeway. 

So, he designed t h e  l ayou t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r s ,  and a s  p a r t  of 

t h e  agreement w i t h  P a l e s t i n e  Bu i ld ing  Syndicate,  I was going t o  

be employed by them dur ing  v a c a t i o n s  a s  a  l abo re r ,  on w h a t w e r  

they wanted me t o  do on any of t h e i r  o t h e r  jobs,  inc lud ing ,  i f  

they wanted me t o  work on our own house. I n  f a c t ,  I d id  work. I 

s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  an unsk i l l ed  l a b o r e r  and of course I had t o  become 

a member of t h e  His tadru th ,  t h e  H i s t ad ru th  being t h e  l a b o r  

organiza t ion ,  t he  union, t o  pay union dues, and i n  t u rn ,  got paid 

union wages. I s t a r t e d  ou t  and go t  four  pounds a month, a s  a n  

unsk i l l ed  laborer .  That was w i t h  hard, hard work. A f t e r  a l l ,  

dur ing  most of t h e  t i m e  t h a t  bu i ld ing  a c t i v i t i e s  go on, it i s  

extremely hot.' It's very dusty,  s o  it's between t h e  h e a t  and t h e  

dust ,  and working out  i n  t h e  open sun, and doi?-lg hard  work l i k e  

digging, o r  trenching--which i s  a l s o  digging--or moving d i r t ,  o r  

c a r t i n g  bags of cement--or wha twer ,  any of t h i s .  But number 

one, it gave me an  income, we l i v e d  on t h a t  income, and stopped 

us ing  what l i t t l e  c a p i t a l  w e  had. 



We managed, i f  I remember co r r ec t l y ,  by some agreement 

with--through t h e  manufacturer  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  products,  which 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  was Krupp, t h e  muni t ions  king-to t r a n s f e r  a 1i t t l e  

money s o  t h a t  w e  had enough t o  pay i n  P a l e s t i n e  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  

of t h e  bui lding,  where w e  took ou t  a bank l o a n  The bank l o a n  

came from Bank Japhe t  [ s p e l l s ] ,  which the  d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  bank, 

who l a t e r  on i n  t h e  l a s t  few years ,  was about  my age, was t h e  

son of t he  d i r e c t o r  who was t he  owner and d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  bank 

a t  t h e  time, by t h e  name of Erns t  Japhe t ,  was i n d i c t e d  r ecen t ly  

f o r  all k inds  of scandalous [laughs] a f f a i r s ,  r e a l l y .  Anyway.. . 

I f o r t u n a t e l y  have no memory f o r  f igures .  I know w e  had 

n w e r  borrowed money--those were a l l  t o t a l l y  new concepts  t o  my 

mother or t o  me--certainly t o  me--to her  too. For she  had never 

d e a l t  w i t h  money. It scared  us both; I have t o  say I ' m  s t i l l  

sca red  these  days; I 've never whenever I could h e l p  i t  borrowed 

money, worked w i t h  anybody else's money. I'd r a t h e r  f o r g o  a l l  

k inds  of th ings  t h a n  t o  borrow money, which of course, 

cons ide r ing  t h a t  I happen t o  know q u i t e  a  b i t  about  t h e  economy 

t h e s e  days, and c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  t h a t  i s  t h e  way 

t h e  economy works, i s  because you a r e  working w i t h  somebody 

e l s e ' s  money. [ laughs]  At t h e  t ime  i t  was ou t  of t h e  ques t ion .  

It was a r a t h e r  n i ce  bu i ld ing ,  very we l l -bu i l t .  



Glaser :  Haw l o n g  d id  i t  t ake  t o  cons t ruc t  i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, about s i x  months. Krupp s e n t  a foreman from Germany t o  

s u p e r v i s e  it, who was a t y p i c a l  German. He was a Nat ional  

S o c i a l i s t ,  hated J e i s w i t h  a vengeance--of course, I was 

d i f f e r e n t .  "Oh, you're no t  one of them." That kind of a t t i t ude .  

I have t o  admi t  t h a t  I hated him too. But, he was very 

conscient ious,  d id  a very  good job, o the r  t han  i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  

towards Jews behaved p e r f e c t l y  c o r r e c t l y  t o  us a s  t h e  c l i e n t s ,  

and d id  w e r y t h i n g  he could t o  ge t  us [do] a good job. That a l l  

t he se  a t t i t u d e s  can be i n  one person's mind, embodied i n  one 

person, i t 's j u s t  hard t o  be l i eve  and understand. He went back 

t o  Germany a f t e r  i t  was a l l  done. 

Now, we had a b e a u t i f u l  house; we mwed in ,  t o  t h e  top  

f loo r ,  a l i t t l e  apar tment  which a c t u a l l y  was one l a r g e  room w i t h  

a l i t t l e  second room t h a t  had s l i d i n g  doors, and a s epa ra t e  

k i t chen  and bathroom, but  e s s e n t i a l l y  i t  was a s t u d i o  apartment. 

I t  was t h e  smal les t .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r s  were  t h e  same s i z e  [ a s  each 

o the r ]  and had two bedrooms, l i v i n g  room, and k i tchen .  And bath, 

of course. It had c e n t r a l  heating, which was unheard of,  and i t  

had hot  water.  P r w i d i n g y o u  could a f f o r d  t o  pay f o r  t h e  fuel .  

[ laughs]  A l l  c e n t r a l l y  heated. 

So, then  of course, we t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  how much we would 
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have t o  l e a s e  i t  f o r  t o  people, and--

##end t ape  5 s i d e  b, beg in  t a p e  6 s i d e  a 

We found t h a t ,  though i t  was much b e t t e r  equipped and a  much 

n i c e r  house t han  anyth ing  you could g e t  a t  t h e  time f o r  any kind 

of money, i n  order  t o  break wen,  w e  had t o  p u t  a r e n t  on i t  t h a t  

was cons iderab ly  more t han  you could g e t  apar tments  for.  Though 

we a d v e r t i s e d  i t  and d id  every th ing  we could, i t  remained empty. 

I then  thought  i t  might be h e l p f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  and t o  g e t  

people i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it, I b u i l t  a  model. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  model 

I ever  b u i l t ,  s o  my f i r s t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a t tempt ,  of t h e  house, 

and pu t  a n  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  on t h e  i n s i d e  s o  all t h e  windows were 

i l l umina t ed ,  and w e  exh ib i t ed  t h a t  i n  a  shop on J a f f a  S t r e e t ,  

w i t h  a l i t t l e  s i g n  say ing  t h a t  t h e s e  apar tments  were ava i lab le .  

It was a  very s t r a n g e  th ing ;  i t  was my t a i l o r ' s  s h o p  Very 

s t r a n g e  t o  somebody who e a r n s  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  amount of fou r  pounds 

a  month should have a t a i l o r .  

But i t  was p e r f e c t l y  normal. Again, even t a i l o r i n g  of a 

s u i t  o r  t a i l o r i n g  of pants  o r  anyth ing  e l s e  didn't  c o s t  ve ry  

much, and i t  i s  perhaps p a r t  of my upbringing wouldn't dream of-- 

a t  t h e  time--buying anyth ing  ready-made. Of course,  i t  had t o  be 

t a i l o r e d .  It l a s t e d  f o r e v e r  1 It  was worth it! [ l augh te r ]  



Glaser :  Tha t ' s  a  v e r y  German a t t i t u d e .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, oh yes,  absolutely.  It didn ' t  c o s t  us anyth ing  t o  e x h i b i t  

t h e  model i n  t h e  t a i l o r s h o p .  see?  A l l  t h e  l i t t l e  advantages 

t h a t  one had. That' d i d n ' t  h e l p  e i t h e r .  

Tnen, somebody advised us t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  army, B r i t i s h  army, 

because they always needed e x t r a  f ami ly  quar te rs .  So, I 

contac ted  t h e  army, and they came o u t  t o  i n s p e c t  i t  and they 

l i k e d  it For one thing,  i t  was very  c l o s e  t o  a n  encampment i n  

t h e  Je rusa lem a r e a  where t h e  army ba r r acks  were, and t h e  t r a i n i n g  

grounds and eve ry th ing  e l se .  I n  f a c t ,  you could s e e  i t  from t h e  

upper f l o o r s ,  you could l ook  wer the  nex t  few houses  and s e e  

t h a t  a r e a  But they didn ' t  have enough p rov i s ions  f o r  f a m i l i e s  

t h e r e  So, t h e  army agreed t o  t ake  w e r  t h e  whole house, and a t  

f i r s t  they t o l d  u s  w e  had t o  mwe out, and t h e n  they sa id ,  ''Okay, 

you may s tay,"  because u p s t a i r s  o u t  of t h e  reach, everybody-they 

j u s t  d idn ' t  want any "natives," quo te  unquote. That s t i l l  was 

t h e  a t t i t u d e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  B r i t i s h  f a m i l i e s ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  B r i t i s h  

a r e  B r i t i s h  and n a t i v e s  a r e  nat ives .  Even though they had a 

B r i t i s h  passport .  I t  made no d i f f e r ence .  

Glaser :  D i d y o u h a v e a B r i t i s h p a s s p o r t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Of  c o u r s e  It was the  only pas spo r t  you could have i n  Pa l e s t i ne .  
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I t  was B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r y ;  which meant--British, no t  Engl ish.  

Glaser :  A s  soon a s  you en t e r ed  the  country? 

S c h i l l e r :  No, n o t  a s  soon, it.took two  years .  

y e a r s  be fo re  you could apply. 

You had t o  be t h e r e  t w o  

Glaser  : That  meant you were a c i t i z e n ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. It s a i d  "Palest ine"  on it, and i t  was no t  b lue  l i k e  t h e  

B r i t i s h  ones, bu t  reddish-brown, bu t  it s a i d  " r i t i s h  Passport"  

on it. It used t o  be throughout t h e  empire; whether  i t  was 

India ,  it s a i d  "India," o r  Canada says  "Canada," b u t  i t ' s  s t i l l  a 

B r i t i s h  passport .  93ut you're a nat ive,"  t he re ' s  t he  d i f fe rence .  

Second-class c i t i z e n .  We'll come t o  t h a t  i n  a minute, too. 

But, they  q u a r t e r e d  f o u r  f a m i l i e s ;  t h e r e  was one mas t e r  

sergeant ,  and t h r e e  s e rgean t  f ami l i e s .  They were a l l  very nice,  

a l l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were  very  p leasan t ,  and we had a very  good 

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a c t u a l l y  w i th  them. But, t ak ing  t h e  whole 

bu i ld ing ,  they j u s t  t o l d  u s  how much they were going t o  pay, 

"take i t  o r  l e a v e  it." I t  wasn't  very much, but  we broke w e n  

and i n  f a c t  had a l i t t l e  b i t  w e r .  

It was many y e a r s  a f t e r  tha t ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  I'd s t a r t e d  t o  



work f o r  Mendelsohn and d id  know about c o s t s  about bu i ld ing  

ma te r i a l s ,  and l ea rned  q u i t e  a  few of these  th ings  t h a t  I 

r ea l i zed  t h a t  we could have b u i l t  t h e  same bu i ld ing  w i t h  t h e  same 

amount of money t h a t  we paid i n  pounds i n  Jerusalem, wi thou t  

having t o  use a penny i n  Germany. In  o ther  words, yes, we bought 

a l l  t h e  ma te r i a l s ,  the  cos t  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was a l l  paid i n  

Germany, but  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  f o r  what we paid t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Bui ld ing  

Syndicate t o  e r e c t  it, we could have bought customary P a l e s t i n i a n  

m a t e r i a l s  and b u i l t  a n  equivalent ,  i n  s ize ,  a t  l e a s t ,  building. 

So t h e  Germans j us t - - i t  was another  ma t t e r  of j u s t  conf i sca t ing  

some add i t iona l  money. 

Glaser:  	 But your money was frozen;  you couldn' t g e t  a t  i t  anyway, so--? 

S c h i l l e r: 	No no--that's correct.  You're absolu te ly  r igh t ,  bu t  i t 's j u s t  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  no ma t t e r  which way it was handled, we were 

cheated. You're absolu te ly  r igh t .  But anyway.. . 

The army kept  t h e  f l a t s  f o r  most--I t h i n k  fo r ,  yes, f o r  most 

of t h e  war i n  fact .  So we didn ' t  have t o  worry about f i n d i n g  new 

people; t h a t  happened much l a t e r .  I t h i n k  towards t h e  end of t h e  

war. I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it, because I was i n  the  army 

[ laughs]  a t  t h a t  time, and n o t  home. Anyway, then I th ink  i t  was 

1936 t b a t  I decided t h a t  I wanted t o  continue my s t u d i e s  and 

s ince  i t  w as--must have been '36--I had been a t  t h e  Hebrew 



Unive r s i t y  f o r  about  one year.  I a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  American 

Univers i ty  of Be i ru t ,  AUB. The f amous--or i n f  anous--American 

Univers i ty  of Be i ru t ,  t h a t  i s  s o  o f t e n  i n  t h e  news these  days, 

f o r  good reason. 

It was one of those  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  was no t  t e r r i b l y  s a f e  

t o  t r a v e l  by l and  o r  bus t o  Bei ru t ,  which i s  a few hour s  from 

[ ~ a i v a h ? ] .  I had booked passage on a steamer,  on a Greek 

s teamer,  from Haivah t o  Bei ru t .  [pause] Well, perhaps be fo re  w e  

go i n t o  t ha t ,  I don't know whether my personal  l i f e  ha s  any 

in t e r e s t - -

Glaser :  	 Of course!  Of course. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Of course. Well, a s  I had ind i ca t ed ,  Chava Schocken and I were  

c l o s e  f r i ends ,  and L o t t e  was always [ laughs]  p re sen t  t o a  We 

were  a threesome, s o  t o  say, b u t  o the r  k i d s  too. It wasn't j u s t  

t h e  t h r e e  of us, b u t  most--the t h r e e  of u s  were  always together .  

The o t h e r s  var ied ,  c i r c l e  of o the r  f r i e n d s  a lways  v a r i e d  and 

changed. 

We had been on excurs ions  t o  t h e  upper G a l i l e e  together .  Of 

course Chava, being  t h e  daughter of a mu l t i -mi l l i ona i r e ,  was 

provided by her pa ren t s  w i t h  c a r  and driver--unheard of i n  

P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h e  time. So, we were dr iven  everywhere t h a t  w e  



went. We d i d  s e e  a l o t  of Pa le s t ine ;  some very enj oyable t r i p s .  

Which was very common a t  t he  time, t h a t  you would s t ay  overnight  

a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  set t lement .  

Glaser:  Excuse m e .  You have no t  ever used t h e  word "kibbutz." Is t h i s  

d e l i b e r a t e ?  You ta lked  about se t t lements ,  and you t a lked  about 

canmunes, canmunal s e ttl ements--

S c h i l l e r :  Well, a communal se t t l emen t  i s  a kibbutz. That is--it's a Hebrew 

name f o r  'the same Engl i sh  word; tha t ' s  r e a l l y  a l l  kibbutz o r  

kwuzah [ s p e l l s ]-

Gla se r  : I ' ve  n w e r  heard t h a t  word. 

S c h i l l e r :  That 's a more common one, actual ly.  I couldn't--I would have t o  

a s k  L o t t e  now, I have f o r g o t t e n  what t he  d i f f e r e n c e  is. There i s  

a s l i g h t  d i f f e rence  i n  philosophy between a kibbutz and a kwuzah, 

but  they're both communal set t lements .  Then, of course, there 's  

a moshav o r  moshavah. Those a r e  not, i n  t h a t  sense, communal. 

Rather communal, but  not  rea l ly .  I n  o t h e r  words, each person h a s  

her or h i s  own building,  e t c .  

But i t  was--all of them were extremely hospitable.  You 

could .come almost  a t  any time, s t ay  overnight,  e a t e n  w i t h  

everybody i n  t h e  communal d in ing  room. Occasionally, you would 



h e l p  w i t h  a l i t t l e  work, but  i t  wasn't required. You could l e a v e  

some money i f  you had it; i t  wasn't required. It was r e a l l y  a 

country a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  w a s  f u l l  of ideal ism,  and of suppor t  

f o r  each other ,  and people were awful ly nice,  and motivated by 

t h e i r  own ideal ism.  A l l  of which has  changed. Not all--but t o  a 

g r e a t  extent.  A t  l e a s t  i t  had changed by t h e  t ime I came back 

from I t a l y ,  from t h e  army. 

W e l l ,  i n  any case, I j u s t  mentioned t h a t  a s  an  aside. I 

did--so we d i d  t r a v e l  q u i t e  a b i t  together.  A t  t h e  time, when we 

s t i l l  had our apartment  i n  one of t h e  suburbs, Rechaviah 

[ s p e l l s ] ,  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  Schockens were about one block away 

from us and had a ren ted  house, a very la rge ,  very comfortable  

house i n  which they lived. There were two bro thers ,  one a l i t t l e  

younger than  Chava and one--oh, I ' m  sorry. Three brothers .  Two 

, 	 considerably older. Mrs. Schocken i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i f  I wanted t o  

s e e  her,  wel l ,  I had t o  come t o  them, a f t e r  she  found ou t  t h a t  

she had v i s i t e d  me a number of t imes, and they had a t e r r i b l e  

scene. I t  should be s a i d  too, i nc iden ta l ly ,  which is so 

d i f f e r e n t ,  I would think, from t h e  way teenagers  grow up today; 

i t  was a l l  very innocent. 

Yes, we would t a l k  about l w e  and wanted t o  g e t  married one 

of these  days, and all these  things,  but  nothing was f u r t h e r  from 

our minds than  a poss ib l e  a f f a i r ,  or sex, or whatever. I t  didn ' t  



exis t .  I mean, i t  exis ted ,  obviously [ laughter ] ,  but  we were  a l l  

t o o  well^ brought up. 

Glaser :  	 Were t h e  Schockens a f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  I s r a e l i  family,  or  had they 

been i n  t h e r e  f o r  previous generat ions? 

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, no. They came from Germany. There i s  another  connection, 

namely Mr. Schocken owned severa l  department s t o r e s  i n  Germany, 

Chemnitz, Dusseldorf. He had employed E r i c  Mendelsohn, who then  

became my boss and master,  t o  design h i s  department s t o r e s ,  which 

a r e  r a t h e r  famous, because they were t h e  f i r s t  departure,  

anywhere i n  t h e  world, from a Greek temple doubling a s  a  

department s t o r e  type of thing, you know? That  you look a t  o ther  

department s t o r e s  of t h e  time, they were-had  columns, s t o i c ,  and 

other  Greek and Roman f a n t a s t i c  i m i t a t i o n s ,  and behind i t  was 

h id ing  a  department s t o r a  But t h e  idea  of enc los ing  i t  i n  g l a s s  

and showing d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  what was going on on t h e  ins ide ,  t o  

a t t r a c t  people t o  have these  huge show windows. That was , 

Mendelsohn's, and M r .  Schocken was quick  t o  understand t h a t  t h a t  

would h e l p  him. I t  was t h e  th ing  t o  do, That i s  where h e  

personal ly  c rea ted  t h e  weal th  t h a t  he had, was by bu i ld ing  t h e s e  

deparbnent s to re s .  

The books were  r e a l l y  something else.  He was very 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  books. He had a f a n t a s t i c  l i b r a r y ,  i n  Jerusalem, 



which was a l s o  designed by Mendelsohn, and t h e  house i n  which h e  . 
f i n a l l y  l i v e d  i n  Jerusa lem was designed by Mendelsohn, I worked 

on t h a t  l a t e r .  But, t h e r e  was h i s  o t h e r  connection, I n  any 

case, Mrs. Schocken f e l t  t h a t  we were j u s t  too  c l o s e  t o  each  

other.  I have t o  admit  a f t e r  a l l  these  years ,  yes, we were  very  

close,  and i t  was a  g r e a t  lwe. And, i n  essense, i t  was all very 

t r a g i c ,  because Mrs. Schocken would never  permi t  us  t o  g e t  

married. That was obvious t o  both of us. It was j u s t  no way. 

She f i n a l l y  got  he r  husband t o  t a l k  t o  me, and h e  was a  very n i ce  

man, ac tua l ly .  I mean, they were both very  nice--let  me not--

d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  he r  daughter and I had w i t h  

her, I understand i t  was pro tec t ive ,  and understandable and al l  

tha t .  

Sut, a s  so  many people who a r e  very a f f luen t ,  they have a 

f e e l i n g  very  o f t en  t h a t  a  person who is  c l o s e  t o  one of them, i s  

c lose  because of t h e i r  money. And nothing could have been 

f a r t h e r  from my mind. Money, a s  I have indica ted ,  didn't  mean 

much t o  m e  But, Mr. Schocken once spoke t o  me and asked me what 

I wanted t o  do, and I t o l d  him I wanted t o  study medicine. He 

sa id ,  ' W i l l  you l e a v e  my daughter alone i f  I pay f o r  your 

s tud ie s?" 

I.,was t e r r i b l y  of fended I was terribly--and I t o l d  him I 

was t e r r i b l y  offended. I didn't  want a penny of h i s ,  under any 



circumstances. And I wouldn't l eave  h i s  daughter alone. And s h e  

wouldn't l e a v e  me alone! [laughs] So f i n a l l y ,  they decided t o  

send h e r  t o  England, where she  went and s tud ied  nursing. Of 

course, hundreds of l e t t e r s  back and fo r th ,  during t h a t  t i m e .  

Well ,  s h e  d i d  b r e a k  i t  o f f  l a t e r .  I d idn ' t .  Tha t ' s  

something else. So, i t  was during t h a t  t ime  t h a t  I went t o  

Bei ru t ,  and a s  I sa id ,  I was on a  Greek steamer, which was d i r t y ,  

t e r r i b l y  uncomfortable; but  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  was j u s t  one night. So 

i t  wasn't--the world didn ' t  depend on tha t .  I s t i l l  had a German 

passpor t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  two y e a r s  hadn't been 

up, s o  t h a t ' s  why I s a y  i t  must  have  been  '36, I guess.  For  t h e  

f a l l  semester. 

Glaser:  Was i t  a f i n a n c i a l  hardship t o  go there?  

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. Yel l ,  we s e t  a  c e r t a i n  amount of money a s i d e  f o r  t ha t ,  

and had J aphet t rans- - inc identa l ly ,  t h e r e  was a  "ttta t  t h e  end of 

h i s  name, I ' m  sorry. J aphe t  t r ans fe r r ed  t h e  money, but  we were 

i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  i t  should remain i n  English pounds o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  

pounds, which was the  same t h i n g  a t  t he  time, u n t i l  I was going 

t o  pick i t  up a t  a bank. The only reason i t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  from 

bank t o  bank, tind no t  t h a t  I didn't  carry it, was t h a t  I was 

j u s t i f i a b l y  a f r a i d  t h a t  i t  might be s to len ,  on t h e  Greek ship. 



So we a r r ived  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, and t h e  French--Lebanon 

was under French mandate--the French o f f i c i a l s  came aboard, took 

my passport,  looked a t  it. The next t h i n g  I knew, I was 

arrested.  I asked why. They didn't speak English--or re fused  t o  

speak English. ~ i d n ' t  t e l l  me. I w a s  thrown i n  a r a the r  d i r t y  

c e l l ,  a t  t he  port,  and f o r  one day I got nothing bu t  water. The 

next  morning I demanded t o  see  somebody or be a b l e  t o  make a 

phone ca l l .  Nobody spoke any E n g l i s h  I asked f o r  t h e  American 

consul--af t e r  a l l ,  I was going t o  t h e  American Universi ty and 

t h a t  was American ground, supposedly. Nothing happened. 

I was i n  t h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  days, being fed nothing but bread 

and water,  and I was f i l t h y ;  I couldn't wash anything. It was 

unbel ievable-hot ,  f l i e s ,  d i r t ,  and people who refused t o  

understand a word I said. And then, a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  d a y - t h i r d  

o r  f  ourth--a gentleman appeared a t  my c e l l  and, speaking i n  

French, which I understood, s a i d  t o  t h e  j a i l o r  t o  open the  c e l l ,  

and h e  [ t h e  jail or]  was very p o l i t e  all of a sudden, and opened 

the c e l l ,  and t h e  moment he [ the  gentleman] opened h i s  mouth. 

r e a l i z e d  h e  was a n  Americaa He said,  t h e  f i r s t  s ec re t a ry ,  

and I urlderstand you have a problem--

Glaser:  He was t h e  F i r s t  Secre tary?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, of t h e  American consulate. He said,  'Why don't you come 

I 



wi th  me and 1'11 d r i v e  you t o  t h e  Univers i ty?  We have t o  go 

through some f o r m a l i t i e s  f i r s t ,  j u s t  come w i t h  m a 1 '  We went  

u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  same bui lding,  and s a t  a c r o s s  from--it  s a i d  on 

t h e  door "Secur i te  General." The o f f i c e r  who was s i t t i n g  t he re ,  

French o f f i c e r ,  i n s i s t e d  on speaking German t o  m e .  I sa id ,  I 

asked whether  he  couldn't speak E n g l i s h  "Oh, yes," h e  sa id ,  

"but  you understand German; you a r e  a German spy. We have been 

advised  t h a t  you a r e  a German spy, and t h a t  you would be on t h i s  

boat ,  and what  i s  your  bus ines s  here?"  

I sa id ,  "I'm accepted a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  s tudy med ic ina"  

' W e l l , "  and t h e n  t h e  American i n t e r r u p t e d  and sa id ,  Took, I'll 

guaran tee  t h i s  man's whereabouts, and i f  you want t o  see him from 

t i m e  t o  t ime, I s h a l l  g e t  him t o  you, and h e  i s  under our 

j u r i s d i c t i o n .  " 

He sa id ,  ' W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e ,  provided h e  never l e a v e s  t h e  

campus. You a r e  t o  guaran tee  t h a t  he doesn't l e a v e  t he  campus, 

and I '  11 r e l e a s e  him t o  you. " 

So, t h e  American s a i d  Fine; h e  had s a i d  t o  me, "I 'm sor ry ,  

b u t  you w i l l  have t o  a g r e e  t o  t h a t ,  i f  you want t o  study and n o t  

j u s t  r e t u r n  t o  Jerusalem, because t h e  only o the r  way t h a t  t h i s  

can be,handled i s  t h a t  I'll have you t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  an  American 

c a r  t o  Pa l e s t i ne ,  because they won't l e t  you go from here. They 



won't put on another  boat  because they a r e  a f r a i d  you q i g h t  come 

back sanewhere else."  

Glaser  : 	 Did you w e r  f i n d  out  who made t h a t  repor t ,  t h a t  you were a  spy? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No .  Well, they had obviously had a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  repor t ,  which 

was very common i n  those  days. I mean, t h e r e  were Germans and 

I t a l i a n s  everywhere i n  the  Middle East. There were agen t s  of 

German and I t a l i a n  government, t r y i n g  t o  deal w i th  t h e  "subject 

nat ions,"  and t r y i n g  t o  win  them over t o  t h e i r  poin t  of view, and 

c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  All ies .  I mean, i t  was a l l  i n  

p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  war. I d id  f ind  o u t  about  i t  much more l a t e r  

on. 

So, i n  any case, he took me to--I was released,  and he took 

me t o  the  campus. Arrangements were made by t h e  Univers i ty  by 

t h e  Dean of Men to--

##end t ape  	6 s i d e  a, begin t ape  6 s i d e  b 

So, arrangements were made by t h e  Univers i ty  t o  d r i v e  me once a  

week t o  t h e  S e c u r i t e  General t o  report .  I always reported,  and 

i t  was t o t a l l y  wi thout  any s p e c i a l  went.  I t  was j u s t  a  ma t t e r  

of s igning  i n ,  looking a t  my passport,  g iv ing  me my passpor t  back 

and going back t o  t h e  University.  The one th ing  t h a t  impressed 

me p a r t i c u l a r l y  about d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  of co lonia l  powers, t h e  



B r i ti sh, t h e  French-- t h e  French were absolu te ly  ruth1 ess. A s  we 

were d r i v i n g  from the  port ,  from t h e  f i r s t  i n t e rv iew w i t h  t h e  

S e c u r i t e  General, wi th  t h e  F i r s t  Secre tary  of t h e  American 

consulate ,  we were d r iv ing  through downtown Bei ru t ;  al l  of a 

sudden 1 heard machine gun f i re .  I looked out  of t h e  car,  and I 

saw French s o l d i e r s  w i t h  machine guns, pointed a t - - i t  was a n  

o f f  i c e  bui lding,  f a i r l y  high, and I saw, as they were shooting 

w i t h  machine guns, a person f a l l  down from t h e  roof onto  t h e  

pav ernent . 

Well, what had happened was a Nat ional i s t - -a l l  Arabs were 

Na t iona l i s t ,  i n  one form o r  another. Those who were p o l i t i c a l l y  

a c t i v e  were  Nat ional i s t .  --[the N a t i o n l i s t  Arab] had r a i s e d  a 

Lebanese f l a g  on t h a t  o f f i c e  building. Rais ing  t h e  f l a g  was 

s u f f i c i e n t  reason f o r  t h e  m andatory power t o  shoot somebody 

wi thou t  any f u r t h e r  warning, j u s t  shoot  him i n  t h e  a c t ,  and k i l l  

him. 

I n  my second semester ,  during my s t ay  there, I f i n a l l y  

succeeded i n  n o t  having t o  go t o  t h e  S e c u r i t e  General, o r  being 

brought t o  t h e  S e c u r i t e  General, but  t h a t  I was permi t ted  t o  go 

f r e e l y  t o  B e i r u t  anywhere i n  Lebanon I f i n a l l y  apparent ly  had 

convinced them t h a t  I was t o t a l l y  harmless, a s  f a r  a s  they were 

concerned. I can hard ly  w e r  remember t h a t  I've been t o  Be i ru t ,  

t h a t  not  some shooting was going 0% It was, between t h e  French 



and whatever Arab N a t i o n a l i s t  f o r c e s  were  i n  ex i s t ence  a t  t h e  

t i m e  I t  was Chr i s t i ans  a g a i n s t  Moslems and Moslems a g a i n s t  

Chris t ians.  When you read today's papers, t hese  days, very very 

l i t t l e  has  changed--except t h a t  t h e  armaments a r e  s o  much 

heavier,  and the re f  o r e  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  so  much greater .  But 

t he  a t t i t u d e s ,  the constant  unres t ,  hasn ' t  changed. 

The o ther  h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  t h a t  happened was tha t ,  when I 

f i n a l l y ,  t h e  week a f t e r  my a r r i v a l ,  could--was brought downtown 

again, I also--I went t o  t h e  bank. I n f l a t i o n  a t  t h a t  poin t  i n  

Lebanon was rampant. When I came t o  the  bank, yes, they had my 

money, but  t h e  moment i t  had a r r ived  they changed i t  i n t o  

Lebanese money. So, t h i s  money which was supposed t o  l a s t  me f o r  

a t  l e a s t  one semester  was a  l i t t l e  l e s s  than  ha l  f  t h e  value, i n  

one week. [laughs] Well, what choice did I have? I had no 

choice. I complained t o  Bank Japhet ;  never heard from them again 


on tha t .  I was t o t a l l y  he lp l e s s ,  r e a l l y ,  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  


except t h a t  I was very  lucky t h a t  t h e  Dean was r e a l l y  


p a r t i c u l a r l y  n i c e  t o  me, and turned out  t o  become a r e a l  f r iend.  


He was very helpful ,  and t r i e d  t o  do whatever he could t o  make 


t h ings  a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r  f o r  me. He was an  American. 


Not a l l  personnel were Americans, of course, and t h e r e  were  

q u i t e  .g number of p ro fes so r s  who were Arabs, from a l l  kinds of 

count r ies ,  who had been o r i g i n a l l y  a t  t h e  Universi ty,  a t  AUB, and 



had graduated from AUB, and then s tayed on, and became 

professors .  I t  wasn't very--well, f i r s t  of al l ,  I had t o  pass  

the  normal t y p i c a l  American admissions exam, t o  t h e  Univers i ty  

admission exam--there is  a spec ia l  name f o r  it, and I have long  

f o r g o t t e n  what  i t  i's. But  it's sti l l  i n  ex is tence .  I f  you do 

no t  come from c e r t a i n  schools  w i t h i n  t h i s  country, f o r  ins tance ,  

Univers i ty  of Ca l i fo rn ia  w i l l  make you go through t h a t .  

I had no problem a t  a l l ;  I passed it, and was admitted. 

was admi t ted  t o  the  normal medical beginner's s tudies .  But my 

mind, I have t o  say, was on a l l  kinds of o ther  things. I wasn't 

t e r r i b l y  i n t r i g u e d  anymore w i t h  s tudying medicine, f o r  one reason 

or--well, I shouldn't  say t h a t  I was, i n  a way. But I was--

t h e r e  were t o o  many o the r  th ings  t h a t  de t r ac t ed  m e .  I was a 

member of t h e  Haganah, a s  I have mentioned t o  you, and when I 

informed my supe r io r  t h a t  I was going t o  study i n  Bei ru t ,  he  

sa id ,  'Wonderful. You contac t  so-and-so, and h e ' l l  ass ign  you a 

job. 'I 

Well, I contacted somebody i n  t h e  Jewish q u a r t e r  i n  Bei ru t ,  

and I have t o  say, i t  was Jewish  quarter .  I t  was a ghetto--not 

a l l  Jews were  l i v i n g  i n  a ghetto, but  some Jews were  l i v i n g  i n  a 

ghetto. They were a very t i g h t  community. I mention t h a t  

because I had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  them l a t e r  on. 

I 



Glaser :  	 With whan? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	With t h e  Jewish  community. For very  obvious reasons; I mean, I 

don't blame them a t  a l l ,  [ laughs] t h a t  they had d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  

m e ,  because my assignment was, w e  were d i scus s ing  b r i e f l y  how I 

go t  i n t o  t h i s  and what was I doing a t  t h e  un ive r s i t y ,  and t h a t  I 

had managed-or t h e  dean had seen  t o  i t  t h a t  I would have a room 

of my own, which was unusual. We were supposed t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  

two o r  t h r e e  people, a t  l e a s t ;  l a r g e r  dormi tor ies ,  too. But h e  

s a id  t o  me a t  t h e  time, 'You've had enough problems g e t t i n g  i n  

here ,  i n t o  t h e  c o u ~ t r y .  I don't want t o  put  you t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

some Arabs. You may no t  be used t o  t h e i r  ways, and i t  i s n ' t  

easy, I can t e l l  you t h a t  So, prtn-ided t h a t  you t ake  on c e r t a i n  

d u t i e s  a s  a s tudent-overseer  of a group of d o r m i t o r i e s  f o r  me, 

I ' l l  g i v e  you a room of your own" That's how i t  happened 

Which was ve ry  n i c e - t h e r e  was no th ing  i n  it, of course [ laughs] ,  

and I had no  money t o  put anyth ing  i n  it. I d id  have a f o l d i n g  

bed, and t h a t  was about  i t ,  and my s u i t c a s e .  

So, I met w i t h  t h i s  man, and h e  s a i d  t o  m e ,  "Look, you g o t  

h e r e  w i t h  t h e  assumption t h a t  you're a German spy. This  i s  

ideal .  You look  l ike a German, you speak German; you don't l ike 

a n  I s r a e l i ,  and j u s t  make c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  Arab N a t i o n a l i s t  

movement. See what you can  f i n d  out  f o r  us." So, i f  you want t o  

c a l l  i t  tha t ,  I had graduated t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  



Haganah. I t  became very c l ea r ,  I made i t  pub1 ic ,  sem i-pub1 i c  

tha t ,  yes,  I was a  German. My German passpor t  was very clear .  

Aqd p r e t t y  	soon, I got  t o  meet t h e  beginning of t h e  Arab 

N a t i o n a l i s t  mwement. Some of t h e  people who l a t e r  on became 

very i n f l u e n t i a l  and l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  mwement. I met 

them i n  the  beginning, some were s tudying there--one of them was 

s tudying  medicine-- 

Glaser  : 	 Habash? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. 

Glaser: 	 Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  George Habash? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Yes. And, I 1.earned a g rea t  deal about  what was going on; I 

learned  a g r e a t  deal  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  American Universi ty 

of B e i r u t  was one of t h e  two hotbeds i n  which t h e  whole mwement 

was fos tered ,  and t h e  people who were t h e r e  weren't t h e r e  t o  

s t u d y - w e l l ,  they s tudied,  l i k e  I studied--they were t h e r e  

s t r i c t l y  t o  organize an up r i s ing  a g a i n s t  France, and a n  up r i s ing  

a g a i n s t  "Lgland. And. of course, a g a i n s t  t h e  Z ion i s t  conspiracy. 

I don't know whether I go t  informat ion  t h a t  helped o r  hur t ;  I 

w i l l  never know. Whatever informat ion  I had, I t ransmi t ted .  

That' s,a l l .  



I went home f o r  a  break between t h e  two semesters, f o r  a  

number of reasons. Number one, most of a l l ,  doesn't show t o  day 

but  I was t o t a l l y  undernourished. I had no  money; I was l i v i n g  

on f i g s  and tomatoes and bread; t h a t ' s  all I could afford. I 

loved  f i g s  and tomatoes and breed, and s t i l l  do! [ laughs]  And 

most of t h e  food was t o t a l l y  unpa la tab le  t o  m e ;  any th ing  I could 

a f fo rd .  Mainly i n  Arab r e s t au ran t s ,  on t h e  campus o r  ou t s ide  t h e  

campus. Horr ible!  The mere s m e l l  of t h e  food, w h i l e  i t  was 

being prepared, j u s t  abso lu t e ly  nauseated me. As I say, I was 

t o t a l l y  undernourished, and I had some kind of a t r o p i c a l  

i n f ec t i on .  It wasn't m a l a r i a  a s  a  doc tor  thought a t  t h e  t i m e .  

It may have been Malta fever.  The outward appearance was v e r y  

s i m i l a r - s h i v e r i n g ,  and h igh  temperature.  

So between my mental condi t ion,  my physical  condi t ions ,  

etc., I j u s t  had t o  go home f o r  a rest, which was shor t ,  bu t  

s t i l l  i t  helped. This  t i m e  I c a r r i e d  my money myself. I went  

both ways by bus, and noth ing  happened f o r t u n a t e l y .  

And I had done one o the r  thing.  I had a f r i e n d  who was t h e  

c r ea to r ,  o r i g i n a t o r ,  of t h e  Tel Aviv Zoo. It was a  t i n y  l i t t l e  

p l o t  of l a n d  when it s t a r t e d  out ,  ha rd ly  more than  a  b u i l d i n g  

l o t ,  somewhere i n  Tel  Aviv, w i th  w i r e  mesh around i t  and wooden 

c r a t e s . , i n  which t h e  an ima l s  were being accomodated. H e  was a  

b i o l o g i s t ,  and I had-that's another  way i n  which I earned some 



money whi l e  I s tudied  a t  t h e  Hebrew University.  He was s t i l l  a t  

t h e  Hebrew Univers i ty  i n  t h e  yea r  t h a t  I s t a r t e d .  He kept  a t  h i s  

house a l l  kind of an imals  t h a t  he  studied-snakes, and abso lu te ly  

every th ing  under the s u n  He very o f t en  had t o  go on f i e l d  

t r i p s ;  i t  was nry job, and h e  would pay m e  a l i t t l e  something. t o  

go t o  h i s  house and feed  a l l  t h e  animals. 

From one of these  f i e l d  t r i p s  he  came back and h e  had t h e  

most adorable  l i t t l e  pup t h a t  he brought home He had i t  i n  a 

shoebox. He sa id ,  "I brought you something"  He opened i t  up, 

and i t  was t h i s  l i t t l e  bundle of fur. I sa id ,  'What i s  i t ? "  He 

s a i d ,  "It's a j ackal." Wel l ,  i t  w a s  ju s t  a pe t ,  j u s t  a few days  

old. He said,  "It w i l l  be very  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  whether they 

can be domesticated. Would you be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  do tha t?"  I 

s a i d ,  "Yes, I would." I l w e d  animals; I s t i l l  do. 

So, I had t h i s  l i t t l e  jackal ,  which I ra ised ,  f i r s t  w i t h  a 

b o t t l e ,  then w i t h  more meat. I t  was very a t t ached  t o  m e ,  bu t  was 

never r e a l l y  t a m e  Never obeyed any commands; i t  was laughing a t  

me any t ime I t o l d  him t o  do something [laughs]. But anyway, he  

was very,  very nice. Extremely i n t e l l i g e n t  animals. 

So, I had re turned  i t  t o  him whi l e  I was a t  the u n i v e r s i t y  

i n  Bei,rut f o r  a semester,  and then  of course I went t o  v i s i t  it, 

and t h e r e  was g r e a t  3 oy on both sides.  I j u s t  couldn't g e t  



myself t o  l e a v e  i t  t h e r e  a g a i n  So, I took  i t  w i t h  m a  I had 

a c t u a l l y  informed t h e  dean t h a t  I was going t o  b r i n g  a j a c k a l  

w i t h  me, and h e  sa id ,  'You can't  do t h a t !  P e t s  a r e  no t  allowedll '  

I s a id ,  "No, it 's a study object .  It's be ing  domesticated." He  

s a id ,  ' W e l l ,  i f  you have any problems, w e ' l l  have t o  des t roy  it. 

S o  i t ' s  y o u r  own r i s k .  And i t  h a s  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  room, a n d  y o u  

have t o  f eed  him and you have t o  make sure and you have t o  c l e a n  

up anyth ing  t h a t  happens. You can't t a k e  him ou t s ide ,  you can't 

walk  him--" t h e  room had a l i t t l e  balcony, so  h e  was ou t  i n  t h e  

open a l l  r i gh t .  He [ the  dean] sa id ,  'You must realize what  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  of most Arabs is; Arabs d e t e s t  jackals." W e l l ,  f o r  good 

r e a s o n  They're mauraders, and they k i l l  chickens. And anyway, 

dogs and any dogl ike c r e a t u r e  f o r  an  Arab i s  an  unclean animal,  

and they have abso lu t e ly  no l i k i n g  f o r  them. 

So, t ha t ' s  a na t i ona l  a t t i t u d e  which was j u s t  there ,  and s o  

h e  was a f r a id ,  and j u s t i f i a b l y  a f r a i d ,  t h a t  i t  would cause 

problems. W e l l ,  it did cause problems. But no t  t h e  way he or  I 

could have predicted. It became r a t h e r  obvious t h a t  t h e  son of 

t h e  Arab f r i e n d s  t h a t  I had made, and I say "fr iends" i n  t h i s  

i n s t a n c e  i n  quo ta t i on  marks, were r a t h e r  cool t o  me when I came 

back. They had-their i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r v i c e  had f i gu red  o u t  t h a t  

I had gone t o  I s r a e l ,  P a l e s t i n e  What was I doing i n  P a l e s t i n e ?  

W ell, .,sam e thing,  was contacting--"No, no, you haven1 t contac ted  

any Arabs. We know tha t .  You have been watched. You have been 



t a l k i n g  t o  	Jews. lf 

' W e l l ,  yes. I 've been t a l k i n g  t o  Jews, and a f t e r  all, I have 

t o  f i n d  o u t  what they're up to.'# I t a lked  myself o u t  of t h e  

s i t u a t i o n .  and eve ry th ing  seemed t o  be normal. except t h a t  

gene ra l ly  speaking. they were  r a t h e r  cool towards me. and very  

l i t t l e  informat ion  was given t o  m e .  and I was never e n t i r e l y  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i n £  ormation was co r r ec t .  

Glaser  : 	 Excuse m e .  Why were you i n t e r r o g a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  you were 

supposed t o  con tac t  Arabs i n  Pa l e s t ine?  Was t h i s  N a t i o n a l i s t  

group th ink ing  t h a t  you were a spy on t h e i r  behal f ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, no t  on t h e i r  behalf.  no. but on--I was supposedly making 

arrangements  f o r  arms t o  be shipped t o  t h e  Arabs from Germany. 

from--you see. I had le t te rs  from Krupp; every th ing  was 

l e g i t i m a t e .  Everything coul d  be documented-which had noth ing  t o  

do w i t h  zrms. b u t  w i t h  our  house [laughs]. Well. they were 

j u s t - - i t  was a  normal t h ing  t o  do t h a t  when somebody d isappears  

a l l  of a  sudden, l i k e  I did. s u r e  i t  was vacation--but why would 

I then  not  go somewhere. perhaps i n  Germany o r  somewhere e l s e ?  

But why go t o  P a l e s t i n e  of all places? So t h e r e  h a s  t o  be 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  tha t .  

They weren't exac t ly  dumb. They didn't  q u i t e  know y e t  what  



they were doing, bu t  they weren't dumb. Some of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

was extremely i n t e l l i g e n t  Hateful.  and ha t ing ,  b u t  extremely 

i n t e l l i g e n t .  So. my c w e r  wasn ' t  t oo  good any more. 

The o t h e r  problem I had was t ha t ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  some of my 

Arab f r i ends .  t h e  Jewish  community i n  B e i r u t  had swallowed my 

l i n e  t o t a l l y .  w i t h  hook and s inke r  [ laughs]  t h a t  I was a  German. 

and a German agent. I had t o  be; I couldn't  play two games a t  

t h e  same t i m e .  No way. Except f o r  one person who knew--but h e  

t o o  couldn ' t  say. ''No. no, no--leave him alone." I was seen t o o  

o f t e n  i n  t h e  company of Arabs. and t o o  o f t e n  i n  t he  company of 

Arabs who were  suspected of be ing  Na t iona l i s t s .  and f ana t i c s .  

e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Jewish  community f e l t  ill a t  ease. And 

a f t e r  a l l .  I d id  have a  German name I never  changed my name i n  

any r e s p e c t  f o r  anyone. which i s  kind of funny. [ laughs]  I 

mean, w i th  all my va lues  and a t t i t u d e s .  I should have! But I 

d idn ' t .  I was born t h a t  way, and I s t ayed  t h a t  way. 

I w i l l  never f i n d  ou t  who did what, bu t  one day. towards t h e  

end of t h e  semester.  I came back t o  my room, and I didn ' t  

recognize  my room. My f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  j a c k a l  

had gone be r se rk  and t o r n  every th ing  t o  shreds. There was l i t t l e  

t o  t e a r  t o  shreds. except t h a t  every th ing  had been pul led  o u t  of 

my v a l i s e ,  t h a t  my bedding was all over t h e  room. t h a t  every th ing  

was--papers s t r ewn  a l l  over. and to rn ,  and par t - - torn ou t  of 



things. I go t  r e a l  mad, and I y e l l e d  a t  t h e  jackal ,  who quickly  

went under the  bed [laughs] t o  t h e  f a r t h e s t  corner, you know, 

cowering under t h e  bed. After  a while,  I coaxed him out, and 

t h e r e  he came. I n  h i s  mouth, h e  had a piece of c l o t h  which was 

from a p a i r  of pants  of none of mine, and which was t o t a l l y  

bloody. He p u t  i t  i n  f r o n t  of me, and h e  s a i d ,  "Look, y o u ' r e  

y e l l i n g  a t  me f o r  nothing! I was defending you!" And whoever i t  

was, e i t h e r  t h e  Jewish community or t h e  Arabs, had ra ided  my 

room, i n  my absence, and gone through absolu te ly  everything, t o r n  

w e r y t h i n g  apa r t ,  and hadn't found anyth ing  of course. There was 

nothing t o  f ind .  

I n  any case, I had t o  r e p o r t  t h e  inc iden t ,  because some of 

my books were torn,  and some of my study papers t h a t  I had 

prepared were  unusable. I ta lked  t o  t h e  dean and hoped t h a t  h e  

would g ive  me e x t r a  t ime t o  make up f o r  it. He sa id ,  l lI 'm aware 

of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  here. That's 

s t r i c t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s  of the  university." I said,  "If i t  i s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  univers i ty ,  haw come t h e  Arabs a r e  

permi t ted  t o  be, no t  j u s t  p o l i t i c a l l y  ac t ive ,  they're going t o  

marshal t r a i n i n g s  and going t o  encampm e n t s  and being t r a i n e d  w i t h  

weapons; they have weapons i n  the  univers i ty ,  which c e r t a i n l y  i s  

not  1egal." 

Well, he said, 'We a r e  kind of dependent on t h e  good w i l l  of 



t h e  Arab n a t i o n s  around here.  So, we have t o  c l o s e  our eyes  t o  

c e r t a i n  goings-on. But  I t h i n k  i t  would be s a f e r  f o r  you, and 

b e t t e r  f o r  you i f  you would n o t  cont inue your  s t u d i e s  h e r a  

Complete t h e  semester,  and don ' t .  cane back." 

Well, t h a t ' s  what  happened. I should say something else, 

t h a t  dur ing  t h e  t i .me--incidentally,  he did n o t  l i v e  t o  see tha t .  

He didn ' t  o u t l i v e  t h e  semester.  That i s  one of t h e  reasons,  

i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a p a r t  from what happened, t h a t  I d i d  not  pursue t h e  

study of medicine t he rea f t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  what--I had 

discussed w i t h  him a number of t imes  t h a t  I wasn't e n t i r e l y  

happy, and I wasn't e n t i r e l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I should become a 

doctor. He gave me every oppor tun i ty ;  i n  f a c t ,  I had no bus ines s  

t o  be i n  [and] watch and observe surgery, or even a s s i s t  w i t h  

some of it, because I was n o t  t h a t  f a r  i n  my s tud i e s ,  b u t  h e  

wanted me t o  g e t  an w e r a l l  view of what  medicine was a l l  about--

or  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of med ic ina  He knew t h a t  I knew what medicine 

was about, but  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of medicine was something else. 

Cer ta in ly  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  you don't normally go and a s s i s t  w i t h  

d e l i v e r i e s ,  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r a  He l e t  m e  do a l l  of 

that--under s t r i c t  supe rv i s ion  of t h e  p ro fe s so r s  involved. So I 

got  an w e r a l l  view. 

~e had some explora tory  surgery, and h e  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  I 

could be present.  I n  f a c t ,  I s a i d  t o  him, 'You know, t h a t  may be 



very tough f o r  me, because of our r e l a t i onsh ip .  I depend s o  much 

on you, and--
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H e  sa id ,  "That's e x a c t l y  why I ' m  a sk ing  you t o  do it, because 

doc to r s  ve ry  o f t e n  a r e  i n  s t r e s s f u l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and tough 

s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h a t  makes i t  very  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  make t h e  

c o r r e c t  decis ion.  I want you t o  see what  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  be 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  an  o p e r a t i o n  on a  person t o  whom you have a 

personal  r e l a t i onsh ip .  I t  i s n ' t  t h a t  you should do t h a t  

normally,  bu t  sometimes you may no t  be a b l e  t o  h e l p  it, and more 

t h a n  t h a t ,  one does g e t  a t t ached  t o  some of one's pa t i en t s .  I f  

f o r  one reason  o r  another ,  one cannot s t and  t h a t  kind of thing,  

one should n o t  become a doctor. That's why I want  you t o  be 

presen t .  'I 

I was present ,  and i t  was found t h a t  h e  had i n c u r a b l e  

cancer,  i t  was f a r  t o o  f a r  gone. They d id  ope ra t e  one more t i m e  

a week l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  hope t o  prolong h i s  l i f e  f o r  a  whi le ,  and 

again,  I was p re sen t  a t  h i s  reques t .  He died on t h e  t ab l e .  

I t  was something I couldn ' t  l i v e  w i t h  f o r  a  whi le .  I had 

noth ikg  t o  do w i t h  it--I wasn't t h e  one who operated,  c e r t a i n l y ,  

I wasn't t h e  one who even a s s i s t e d ,  bu t  I was present .  I thought  



t o  mysel f  t ha t ,  i f  t h i s  makes t h a t  kind of an impress ion  on m e ,  

he's probably r i g h t  t h a t  I should not  be  a doctor. The d e c i s i o n  

was made f a i r l y  easy f o r  me. I mean, he  t ~ o u l d  have been t h e  one 

t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  I would leave,  b u t  t h a t  was a  p r i v a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  

It  was n o t  t h a t  h e  had i n i t i a t e d  any s t e p s  t h a t  would have 

removed m e  from t h e  un ive r s i t y ;  I could have come back. But, 

between t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I may have-may have--or t h a t  my cover m a y  

have been broken, and t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  want t o  cont inue  t o  

s tudy medicine, t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  it was p r a c t i c a l l y  

imposs ib l e  f o r  m e ,  un l e s s  I had a t  t h e  same time a steady, 

minimum income. And t h a t ,  s tudying  medicine i n  a  fo re ign  

country,  and having a n  income, i s  o u t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  It  

d i d n ' t  work. 

But, never the less ,  I could have-my i n t e n t  was t o  go back t o  

P a l e s t i n e  t o  work f u l l - t i m e  f o r  a  while ,  i n  bu i ld ing  opera t ions .  

I had s t a r t e d  a n  app ren t i ce sh ip  i n  carpentry,  so I was no longe r  

j u s t  doing unsk i l l ed  work. I was s t i l l  working f o r  t h e  same 

p e o p l e  So, I f e l t  I could work f u l l - t i m e  f o r  a  while ,  and t h e n  

hopefu l ly  have enough money t o  cont inue s t u d i e s  of one s o r t  o r  

another  i n  England, w e n  though nobody knew how long  i t  would be 

be fo re  t h e  apparen t ly  t h r e a t e n i n g  war  would come. I t  appeared 

much e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a  war, a t  l e a s t ,  and most people 

rea l iz 'hd  i n  Europe. I don't know why, b u t  t h e r e  were  a l l  t h e  

s igns.  I t  was j u s t  a  m a t t e r  of months, maybe years ,  bu t  i t  would 



cane. I t  had t o  cane. 

So. I r e tu rned  t o  Pa les t ine .  a n d v e r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  my 

re turn .  Chava Schocken d id  come back from England. and w e  g o t  

t oge the r  a number of times. Even though we had w r i t t e n  t o  each 

o t h e r  a l l  t h e  time. something had changed--not on my side--but 

somehow. I guess s h e  was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  h e r  parents.  I may 

be  wrong; I don't know. I n  any case. she broke i t  o f f  very  soon 

a f te rwards .  
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Glaser  : 	 J u l y  t h e  f i f t e e n t h ,  1987, t h e  f o u r t h  i n t e rv i ew  w i t h  Mr.  S c h i l l e r ,  

on tape number e igh t ,  and I w i l l  rewind and l i s t e n  back t o  make 

s u r e  t h a t  every th ing  i s  i n  order.  

Before we go on t o  what  happened and your ca ree r  a f t e r  you 

r e tu rned  from your  medical s t ud i e s ,  I wanted t o  a s k  you more 

about ha ;  you--what were  your r e a c t i o n s  t o  Pa l e s t i ne ,  how you 

f e l t  about  it, when you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  age of--was i t  seventeen? 

When you f i r s t  came f r a n  Germany t o  s e t t l e .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Le t ' s  see ;  t h a t  was i n  '32. Of course--yes, I was s ix t een ,  

seventeen, something l i k e  t ha t .  My r e a c t i o n  was a c t u a l l y  very 

pos i t i ve .  What I found was a  country t h a t  was dweloping ,  and 

was a  tremendous cha l lenge  t o  t h e  people l i v i n g  i n  t h e  country 

and d w e l o p i n g  it. I t  was a  very hard  country,  ve ry  h a r s h  

country,  which had been neglected f o r  c e n t u r i e s ;  i n  f a c t  had been 

exp lo i t ed  by a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  o u t s i d e  owners of the  country,  

whether i t  had been t h e  Greeks, t h e  Romans, t h e  Turks, and t h e  

B r i t i s h  hadn't been t h e r e  l o n g  enough y e t  a t  t h e  t ime  t o  make a 

tremer;'dous impact,  have a tremendous impact  on t h e  country. It 

is,  however, t h e  Jews who were the  only ones who were concerned 



about t h e  environmental condit ion of t h e  country, and were t r y i n g  

t o  do everything they could t o  make t h e  h i l l s  green again, and 

t h e  v a l l e y s  bearing f r u i t ;  a i l  t h e  kinds of things t h a t  t h e  then 

n a t i v e  inhab i t an t s  didn't do, because e s s e n t i a l l y  those  who were 

l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  eked out  a r a the r  meager l i v i n g  i n  

seventeenth century canmerce. 

They were s t i l l  a t o t a l l y  feudal system. They were t h e  

absentee  landowners, who l i v e d  on the  proceeds of the  people who 

were working f o r  them, and e s s e n t i a l l y  were l i t t l e  more then 

s e r f s  a t  t h e  t i m e  There were those who l i v e d  i n  the  c i t i e s  and 

those who were e s s e n t i a l l y  nomads, who l i v e d  i n  t h e  countryside, 

but didn't do anything t o  r ep len i sh  what they took from t h e  

countryside. They weren't growing anything--with exceptions, of 

c o u r s e  Esseg t i a l ly  two groups of r u r a l  Arabs--the nomads and 

those  who a r e  more or l e s s  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  which they 

happened t o  live--but used the  s o i l ,  o r  what l i t t l e  s o i l  t h e r e  

was a s  i t  was without  w e r  imprwing  i t  or replenishing it, 

because they d idn ' t  know any be t t e r .  

Glaser: 	 D i d  you respond t o  t h i s  harsh land;  i t ' s  needs? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Yes. I responded t o  i t - - in  f a c t ,  I was--ignore now f o r  a  moment 

any p o l i t i c a l  connota t ion  I was very much at tached t o  it, and 

i n  c e r t a i n  ways, I am s t i l l  a t tached t o  it, simply because of t h e  



impression i t  made on m e  during t h e  yea rs  t h a t  I l ived  t h e r e  It  

i s  awe-inspiring t o  l i v e  i n  a country where you're surrounded by 

history. And h i s to ry  not j u s t  of a few huridred years, but of 

thousands of years. And r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i n  essense i t  had been 

t h e  c rad le  of th ree  g rea t  re l ig ions ,  no mat ter  whether you f e e l  

r e l i g i o u s  or not. I should a l so  say, of th ree  great  cul tures ,  

and e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  kind of cu l tu re  t h a t  has been, and s t i l l  is, 

the base of a l l  western c u l t u r e  One f e e l s  the  harshness-- 

perhaps t h e  word harsh is not  q u i t e  t h e  r i g h t  word. I t  i s n ' t  

1w e l y - w  e l l ,  that 's  pu t t ing  i t  i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

connotat ion But it i s  a country of--where you f e e l  t h a t  a t  a l l  

t imes and wherever you are-- i t ' s  a s m a l l  country, but  i t 's  a 

microcosm, and w i t h i n  i t s  borders i t  has t h e  deepest point i n  t h e  

world, namely Dead S e a  It  doesn't have very high points; the  

mountains around Jerusalem, the  Judean Mountains, a r e  not  

t e r r i b l y  high, but  measured from the deepest point, which i s  

wi th in  a few miles of the  highest  point, i t  i s  a tremendous 

difference.  I t  has i n  it deserts;  i t  had, a t  the  time when I 

came, already some very lush, green a reas  i n  t h e  upper Gali lee;  

i t  has  a beaut i fu l  lake, a l so  below sea l eve l ,  near Tiberias. 

That i s  a strange thing; I n w e r  q u i t e  remember, for  one reason 

or ano ther - the  name of t h e  l a k e  i n  Eng l i sh  Well, it's i n  

Hebrew it's called-and i n  Arabic too--Lake Tiberias. But of 

course', i t ' s  a lake  around which Chr is t iani ty  s t a r t ed .  



I t  h a s  dese r t s ,  and when I say dese r t s ,  they ' re  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  from most of t he  d e s e r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

because f o r  95 percent  of t h e  year ,  they ' re  t o t a l l y  b a r r e n  

There's abso l  u t e ly  no th ing  but  sand. And w e r s h i f  t i n g  sands, 

and-so they always c r e a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  aspec t ,  and i n  w e r y  

l i g h t ,  they appear d i f f e r e n t .  I t  i s  l i k e  a g i an t ' s  hand was 

molding them a t  a l l  times, and they have something very  

s c u l p t u r a l  about  them, and very  a t t r a c t i v e .  And I can w e l l  

understand t h e  words of t h e  Old o r  New Testament, i n  t h a t  

r e spec t ,  t h a t  people went i n t o  t h e  d e s e r t  t o  be by themselves  and 

f i n d  themselves  and f i n d  what they were al l  about. 

Glaser :  	 They say t h a t  w e z y  I s r a e l i  i s  a n  a rchaeologis t .  Did you do any 

digging? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I did,  but I s t a r t e d  d igg ing  much l a t e r .  I s t a r t e d  d igg ing  

du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  army, and i n  f a c t  I have a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of t h ings  which you may look a t  i f  you want to .  

Well, i t  i s  t h i s  kind of q u a l i t y  which throughout t h e  yea r s ,  

whenever I had t h e  t i m e ,  I spen t  i t  by walking and going by 

myself, which was a dangerous t h i n g  t o  do, and something t h a t  a t  

a l l  times people would admonish you n o t  t o  do, but  t h e n  I a lways  

did t h i n g s  I was admonished no t  t o  do [laughs].  I would walk and 

walk and walk, and i t  h a s  i n s p i r e d  m e  It h a s  formed i n  m e  



c e r t a i n  concepts  of landscape, of r e l a t i o n s h i p  of h i s to ry ,  

humanity, t h e  needs of man, and perhaps a l s o  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n  of 

people. It formed c e r t a i n  images w i t h i n  my mind which have never 

l e f t  me, and which have perhaps s tood  me t o  good s t e a d  i n  my 

chosen profession.  

Speaking about t h e  people, those  w i t h  whom of course a t  

f i r s t  I had d i r e c t  contac t ,  t hose  who belonged t o  t h e  same 

p o l i t i c a l  movement, o r  had t h e  same mot iva t ion  probably t h a t  I 

had, w e r e '  a very  e n t h u s i a s t i c  people. Very g iv ing  people; they 

d idn ' t  have anything, they would s h a r e  every th ing  w i t h  everybody. 

One shouldn't  misunderstand t h a t :  i t  was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

s h a r i n g  i t  w i t h  people of t h e  same race,  i f  t h e r e  i s  such a t h i n g  

a s  race,  which I deny; w i t h  people of t h e  same religion--no. No 

such r e s t r i c t i o n s  were  placed on t h e i r  generosi ty .  They would 

s h a r e  w i t h  t h e i r  Arab neighbors;  they would sha re  what they had, 

what they knew--their know-how--and t h e i r  methods of c u l t i v a t i n g  

s o i l ,  of doing anything--buil ding, and housecare,  and e d u c a t i o n  

What was b e a u t i f u l  about t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  people i n  t h e  country 

a t  t h e  t i n e  was t h a t  i t  looked l i k e  t h e r e  was no  reason  why Arabs 

and Jews couldn't  l i v e  a t  peace. Es sen t i a l l y ,  they have t h e  same 

i n t e r e s t .  They had t h e  same i n t e r e s t  t o  improve t h e  l o t  of t h e i r  

people, t o  enhance a l and  i n  which they were l i v i n g ,  t o  b r ing  

educa t ion  t o  people, and housecare  t o  people. A l l  k inds  of 

concepts  t h a t  did n o t  e x i s t  anywhere i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  f o r  those  



who were l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  a t  t h e  t ime. 

[ l a r g e  po r t i on  a n i t t e d  by in t e rv i ewer ]  

What happened was something ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The Arab 

popula t ion  a t  t h e  time I came t o  t h e  country was r a t h e r  small. 

It numbered i n  t h e  hundred thousands, n o t  i n  t h e  mil l ions.  And 

even a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I came, t h e r e  had been a l ready  a tremendous 

i n f l u x  from the  sur rounding  coun t r i e s ;  f rom Jordan, then c a l l e d  

Trans-Jordan, from Lebanon, from Syria, from Egypt, and even from 

p a r t s  f a r t h e r  away. It was an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t ,  h e r e  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e ,  i n  t h e  Middle East,  t h e r e  was a n  opportuni ty  f o r  

suppressed people t o  f i n d  t h e i r  w n ;  whether  they were  Arabs or  

Jews. They got  a n  educat ion,  and t o  t h a t  I have t o  say t h e  

pub l i c  educa t ion  system was i n s t i t u t e d  by B r i t i a n ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  

Arabs were  	concerned. 

G la se r :  	 What do you mean by t h a t ?  Not f o r  Jews? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, t h e  Jews  had t h e i r  w n  schools,  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  extent .  

And nobody bothered t o  provide anything.  Whereas t he  government 

s choo l s  were  e s s e n t i a l l y  populated by Arabs, and i n s t r u c t i o n  was 

i n  Arabic. So, s i n c e  t h e  Jews didn ' t  a s k  f o r  anything, they 

d idn ' t "ge t  anythin& They had t h e i r  w n  schools.  I n  h e a l t h  

care,  government s e rv i ce s ,  government h o s p i t a l s ,  a l s o  were  



provided by t h e  B r i t i s h ,  and were used a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  by t h e  Arab 

popula tiorr. That government s e rv i ce ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  d idn ' t  ju s t  

use  B r i t i s h  doc tors ;  they  used J e w i s h  doc tors ,  they used Arab 

doctors.  More t han  t h a t ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  came i n t o  

ex i s t ence ,  l i k e  t h e  Hadassah E o s p i t a l ,  o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  semi-

r e l i g i o u s  o r  r e l i g i o u s  h o s p i t a l s ,  J ew i sh  h o s p i t d s ,  t h a t  were 

a l r eady  i n  ex i s t ence ,  and had been i n  ex i s t ence ,  some of them, 

f o r  a  l o n g  t ime, were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  Arabs. 

You cou ld  a lways  s e e  l o n g  l i n e s  of people  w a i t i n g  t o  s e e  a  

doctor ,  on t h e  ou t s i de ;  camped o u t  w i t h  t h e i r  whole  f a m i l i e s ,  

donlceys, cam el s--everything. Th is  was  new ; t h i s  was something 

Arabs weren' t  used to. And they wouldn' t  h e s i t a t e ,  and they do 

no t  h e s i t a t e  today from a l l  I knw, t o  use t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Glaser: 	 When you say t h i s  was something new, you mean t h a t  they were  n o t  

accustomed t o  going t o  h o s p i t a l s ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	No.  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i n  t h e  sur rounding  coun t r i e s ,  u n l e s s  you coul  d  

a f f o r d  t o  be t r e a t e d  i n  a  h o s p i t a l ,  you wouldn' t  g e t  any 

t r e a t m e n t  There may be a  rudimentary k ind  of s e r v i c e - m a y  have 

been--but i t  was s o  rudimentary t h a t  e s s e t l t i a l l y  people  d ied  a t  a 

ve ry  young age, because they  l a cked  any s a n i t a t i o n ,  l a cked  any  

educaf ion  i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  And any medical s e rv i ce s .  



[more de l e t ions ]  

[end t a p e  8 ,  s i d e  a; begin  t a p e  8 ,  s i d e  b] 

In t e r f e rence  by Arabs i n  t h e  beginning was comparat ively 

benign, i f  you can c a l l  it benign, t h a t  occas iona l ly  a bus was 

ambushed, i n  a c i t y  a n  a t t a c k  was made on a marketplace, and i n  

t h e  average, from t ime t o  t ime, t h e r e  were s m a l l  upr i s ings ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  a few deaths. But  i t  was no t  the kind of p a t t e r n  

t h a t  developed l a t e r  on, and c e r t a i n l y  a f t e r  World War 11, where 

i t  took  more t h e  a s p e c t s  of a fu l l - f ledged  war. 

Glaser :  	 T e l l  me about t h e  work t h a t  you d i d  when you came back from 

Be i ru t .  

S c h i l l e r :  W e l l ,  b e fo re  I g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  I should r e a l l y  say one o ther  

thing,  which i s  b r i e f .  You may r e c a l l  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  I had 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  Bei ru t ,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons, and I f e l t  I could 

not  continue. I t  was a very tough t i m e  f o r  m e .  There was, among 

o the r  things,  one compensat ion And t h a t  i s  t h a t ,  aga in  through 

t h e  e f f o r t s  of my dean, I was permi t ted  t o  use the  organ i n  t h e  

chapel of t h e  universi ty .  That's t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my l i f e ,  

which I've done q u i t e  a few t imes  s ince,  t h a t  I would play t h e  

organ ' .  I t  happens t o  be an  ins t rument  which I p a r t i c u l a r l y  love, 

and i t  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  me i n t o  a r e a s  w i t h  which--or r e tu rned  me t o  



a r e a s  i n  which I was very  much in t e r e s t ed .  Namely, a r t s  i n  

genera l ,  music, performances, e t c  I a l s o  j o ined  a t h e a t e r  group 

a t  t h e  t ime, and i n  keeping w i t h  my not-so-of f  i c i a l  r o l e  i n  

Be i ru t ,  I played--and I f o r g o t  what t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  play was--

bu t  I played a German colonel.  Apparently q u i t e  successf  ul ly .  

But  t h a t  was j u s t  a n  a s ide .  

Now, you were a sk ing  me what  I was doing when I came back. 

I t h i n k  I had mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t ,  whenever I could, I had 

been working i n  o rde r  t o  e a r n  some money, t o  defray t h e  c o s t s  of 

my s t u d i e s ,  and had been working a s  a n  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r  on 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  sites. It was a t  t h i s  po in t  t h a t  I f e l t  I had t o  

know q u i t e  a b i t  more about  it, and s i n c e  I d id  n o t  i n t end  t o  

remain a n  unsk i l l ed  l a b o r e r  a l l  my l i f e ,  I went  i n t o  

app ren t i ce sh ip ,  became a n  app ren t i ce  ca rpen te r  i n  a very  s h o r t  

t i m e ,  b ecame- I  had t o  be a member of t h e  His tadru th ,  which was 

t he  union, and I became a fu l l - f l edged  carpenter ,  and w i t h i n  

aga in  a very  s h o r t  time, became a ca rpen te r  foremah I was a b l e  

t o  read  drawings, make ske t ches  etc., and had l e a r n e d  r a t h e r  

qu i ck ly  hew th ings  f i t t e d  toge ther .  

I used t h e  time t o  l e a r n  a s  much abou t  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g  

t r a d e s  a s  I poss ib ly  could, so  t h a t  I had ve ry  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h a t ,  w i t h i n  t he  span of two y e a r s  or  so, a f a i r  knowledge of 

a lmos t  any procedure be ing  used on cons t ruc t ion  sites. I was 



lucky t h a t  I had been working and was working f o r  t h e  company 

t h a t  had b u i l t  ou r  own house, and I had been working on tha t .  

too. The P a l e s t i n e  Bu i ld ing  Syndica te  was involved a t  t h e  time, 

had g o t t e n  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  a tremendously l a r g e  bu i ld ing ,  namely 

one designed by E r i c  Mendelsohn It was c a l l e d  t h e  Anglo-

P a l e s t i n e  Bank i n  Jerusalem, which l a t e r  on, a f t e r  t h e  

Dec la r a t i on  of t h e  S t a t e ,  became t h e  S t a t e  Bank. 

This  i s  a q u i t e  famous bui ld ing ,  and was i n  many r e s p e c t s  a 

b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from anything t h a t  had been 

b u i l t  i n  Je rusa lem t o  date. Being Mendelsohn, i t  was t o t a l l y  

contemporary. I t  used, a s  any b u i l d i n g  i n  Je rusa lem had t o  by 

law, t h e  n a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  namely a s t o n e  t h a t  i s  

abundant i n  t h e  Judean h i l l s ,  bu t  i t  used i t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  

fash ion .  I don't t h ink  I have t o  t a l k  abou t  it because both 

pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  drawings, and photographs of t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  

ava i l ab l e .  

It was a l s o  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and I have ind i ca t ed  t h a t  e a r l i e r ,  

t h a t  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Chava Schocken had come t o  a n  end. 

And, t h a t  I had very soon a f  t e w a r d s  become a much c l o s e r  f r i e n d  

w i t h  L o t t e  Bernheim, who was t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  whom I m e t  i n  

Be r l i n ,  and who was t h e  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  of Chava Schocken. Her 

parent 's  kind of r e s i s t e d  my s e e i n g  her. I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  

normal p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f a t h e r  and mother, f o r  a young woman, and a s  



f a r  a s  h e r  f a t h e r  was concerned, it was a concern t h a t  obviously 

I hadn't  made up my mind what I was going t o  be. H e  was 

concerned t h a t  I might no t  be i n  a posi t ion,  should I be s e r i o u s  

about  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t o  provide t h e  means f o r  both of us and, 

heaven f o r b i d ,  ch i ldren .  

So, al l  understandable,  bu t  t e r r i b l y  i r r i t a t i n g  t o  both a 

young man and a young woman No m a t t e r  which way one looks  a t  

it. I didn't--I saw her q u i t e  of ten ,  and I did not--she had 

f i n i s h e d  h e r  s choo l ing  i n  Talpioth,  and in tended  t o  become a 

teacher.  This  was a welcome opportuni ty  f o r  her  pa ren t s  t o  move 

h e r  t o  Tel Aviv, where she  in tended  t o  t each  a seminary. So, i n  

order  t o  s e e  each other ,  t h e r e  were  a few times when she  would 

come home, o r  t h e  few t i m e s  t h a t  I could a f f o r d  t o  go down t o  Tel 

Aviv. Nevertheless ,  we managed t o  s ee  each o the r  q u i t e  often-- 

no t  o f t e n  enough a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I thought, b u t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  I 

would say q u i t e  of ten.  

It became r a t h e r  obvious t o  h e r  f a t h e r ,  who was a noted 

photographer, and was a l s o  a noted a r c h i t e c t u r a l  photographer, 

and a s  such had t aken  p i c t u r e s  of a l l  of E r i c  Mendelsohn's works 

i n  Jerusalem--I mean i n  Palest ine--  

Glaser :  What w'as h i s  f u l l  name? 



S c h i l l e r :  	 Al f red  Bernheim. He was, a s  I mentioned, had t aken  a l l  t h e  

photographs f o r  E r i c  Mendelsohn. and h e  s a i d  t o  m e  one day, 

'Well, perhaps you would l i k e  t o  become a n  a rch i tec t . "  Somehow, 

I s t i l l  hadn't--wasn' t q u i t e  r econc i l ed  and c e r t a i n l y  under t h e  

p r e s s u r e  from my mother, w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of becoming any th ing  e l s e  

bu t  a doctor,  w e n  though I had made t h e  c l e a r  dec i s ion  t h a t  

under t he  circumstances,  I couldn't. But perhaps, someday a 

m i r a c l e  would happen, and I would be a b l e  t o  go t o  England and 

s tudy medicine. 

But neve r the l e s s  I agreed t h a t  I would meet w i t h  Mendelsohn, 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  under t he  circumstances,  s i n c e  Mendelsohn had a n  

o f f i c e  i n  London, was well-known i n  England, and had a l o t  of 

connect ions and i n f l u e n c e  i n  England and a l s o  t h e r e f o r e  i n  

P a l e s t i n e ,  w i th  t h e  governing c i r c l e s ,  he  was one of t h e  people  

who were o f t e n  i n v i t e d  t o  Government House, t o  p a r t i e s  given by 

t h e  high commissioner--that i t  c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  A1 f red  Bernheim s a i d  

t o  me, i t  wouldn't h u r t  t o  make t h e  acquaintance of Mendelsohn 

and perhaps g e t  a l i t t l e  h e l p  w i t h  h i s  in f luence .  

So, h e  t a lked  t o  him, and Mendelsohn agreed t o  s e e  m a  

Which su rp r i s ed  m e  a t  t h e  t ime, bu t  l a t e r  on when I knew 

Mendelsohn b e t t e r ,  d idn ' t  s u r p r i s e  me, because Mendelsohn always 

l i k e d  ' t o  meet w i t h  young people, s tudents ,  and people  who were  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and  l a s t  but  n o t  l e a s t ,  people  who 



were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  him. But h e  always took t h e  time, and was 

q u i t e  grac ious  about it, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  another  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t  

whom I met l a t e r  on, by t h e  name of Frank Lloyd Wright, bu t  

t h a t ' s  a l a t e r  s tory.  

A meeting was s e t  up, and I was t o l d  by Alfred Bernheim t o  

be on my bes t  behaviour, of course. I didn't know what "best 

behaviour" meant. I've never known what "best behaviour" meant 

[ in t e rv iewer  chuckles]. I've had the  unholy h a b i t  t o  say what I 

be l ieved  i n ,  and t o  say so  wi thout  h e s i t a t i o n ,  w e n  when no t  

asked. But  when asked, t h e r e ' s  no s topping  me. 

So, I came i n t o  t h e  presense of a g r e a t  man i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  

t h e  windmil l  i n  Rechaviah The windmil l  was a n  old s t r u c t u r e  

which had been b u i l t  i n  t h e  previous century by-- [pause] who was 

i t ?  . 
Glaser: 	 S i r  Moses Montef i o r e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, by Montef iore,  and was w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of providing work f o r  

Jews who had s e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  I t  was a s tone  s t r u c t u r e  a s  

everything e l s e  i n  Rechaviah or  i n  Jerusalem. It had a very n i ce  

garden around it, w i t h  a very  old f i g  t r ee ,  and I've of ten  spen t  

t ime h d e r  t h a t  f i g  t r e e ,  and s o  has  Mendelsohn Very o f t en  

l a t e r  on we have been s i t t i n g  there,  d iscuss ing  t h e  a f f a i r s  of 



a r c h i t e c t u r e  and of t h e  world,  more o f t e n  t h a t  of t h e  wor ld  t h a n  

t h a t  of a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

I d id  know q u i t e  a  b i t  about Mendelsohn; I had admired h i s  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  my n a t i v e  c i t y  of Breslau. where h e  had b u i l t  a 

department  s tore .  Petersdorf .  La t e r  on, i n  ~ e r l  course.i n  of 

had admired h i s  Columbus House and t h e  metalworker 's  union 

bui ld ing ,  and of course I was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  perhaps h i s  most 

famous one, t h e  E i n s t e i n  tower i n  Potsdam. So. I knew t h a t  h e  

w a s  t h e  contemporary a r c h i t e c t  i n  Europe. w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

fame. And f r a n  t h a t  p o i n t  alone. i t  i n t r i g u e d  m e  t o  meet him. 

H e  was very p leasan t ;  h e  t o l d  me t h a t  Al f red  Bernheim had 

t a l k e d  t o  him about  m e ;  t h a t  h e  had h igh  r e s p e c t  f o r  Alfred 

Bernheim's judgment. and t h a t  i f  h e  could h e l p  me .  he  would 

g l ad ly  do s a  So. I t o l d  him t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  I wanted t o  go t o  

England and could h e  i n  any way see t h a t  I could g e t  any he lp  t o  

becane a  doctor?  

H e  said,  "That's n o t  what  I understand you're going t o  d a  

I thought  t h a t  you're working a s  a  carpenter  on b u i l d i n g  sites 

t h e s e  days. and t h a t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  good. because i n  c e r t a i n  ways 

t h a t  w i l l  p repare  you t o  become a n  a r c h i t e c t .  and I thought you 

would ,be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  " 

I 



I immediately s a i d  t h a t  was only my second choice. He said. 

''How can a r c h i t e c t u r e  be  anybody's second choice?" That was t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I f e l t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  edge. and a c e r t a i n  

amount of arrogance t h a t  he  had--perhaps was e n t i t l e d  to--but 

t h a t  I wasn't w i l l i n g  t o  concede a t  t h a t  point. or  c e r t a i n l y  no t  

a t  my s t i l l  comparatively young age. But, h e  then said. "Well. 

i f  you want t o  become an  archi tec t . "  and h e  t o t a l l y  shaved 

w e r y t h i n g  e l s e  aside,  "if  you want t o  become a n  a r c h i t e c t .  I 

c e r t a i n l y  could h e l p  you t o  ge t  i n t o  t h e  AA i n  Londont1 The AA 

i s  t h e  Archi tec tura l  Association, and a t  t h a t  time, t h e  only 

reasonably contemporary school, teaching contemporary 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  England. He had a number of f r i e n d s  t h e r e  who 

were t e a c h e r s  t h e r e  and had worked there ,  and he  had q u i t e  a 

number of connections and would have been a b l e  t o  he lp  me ge t  i n  

there .  

Then, he said,  'That is, i f  you r e a l l y  want t o  go t o  England 

and become a n  archi tect ."  And then, a s  a n  as ide ,  he said,  ITou 

r e a l l y  never become an a r c h i t e c t  i f  you study i n  England." And 

a t  t h e  time, from h i s  po in t  of view, t h a t  was probably correct .  

What he  meant i s  not  an  a r c h i t e c t  who was going t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  

kind of a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  h e  was prac t ic ing .  Of course, he  was a 

pioneer,  i n  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  way of working, and h i s  way of 

desigriing, and a n  aknowledged master. H i s  c r i t i c i s m  of anything 

e l s e  but Mendelsohnts a r c h i t e c t u r e  usual ly was p r e t t y  b i t ing .  So 



when he  said,  'You can't  become an  a r c h i t e c t , "  [ t h a t ]  d idn ' t  mean 

t h a t  I couldn't become a n  a r c h i t e c t  and be  l i c e n s e d  i n  England 

and eve ry th ing  e l s e ,  bu t  h e  didn't  consider  what they were 

teaching,  w e n  a t  t h e  AA, what h e  would l i k e  t o  s e e  people teach. 

He sa id ,  'What do you t h i n k  of my a rch i t ec tu re?"  I 

h e s i t a t e d  f o r  a  moment, and then  I sa id ,  "Mr. Mendelsoh, I l i k e  

your a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  bu t  i t  l a c k s  something." And h e  b r i s t l e d ,  and 

I've seen him b r i s t l e  many a  t ime  l a t e r  on i n  l i fe--he said,  

'What do you mean? ! What i s  i t  lacking?" 

I sa id ,  'What i t  i s  l a c k i n g  i s  the  kind of use of l i g h t  t h a t  

has  been made i n  t h e  Middle Ages and l a t e r .  You t ake  one of t h e  

g r e a t  ca thed ra l s ,  and you walk in ,  and you s e e  the  play of l i g h t  

and shadow a s  a  c e r t a i n  warmth, and a  c e r t a i n  l i v i n g  presence 

t h a t  i s  n o t  a s  cold a s  your  a r c h i t e c t u r e  is, and n o t  a s  unre la ted  

t o  l i f e  a s  your a r c h i t e c t u r e  is." 

He sa id ,  'You have t o  be crazy!!! How da re  you say th ings  

l i k e  t h a t ?  1 "  

I s a i d ,  'We l l ,  you  a s k e d  me; i t ' s  my fee l ing . "  So  h e  

simmered down a  l i t t l e ,  and then  he  said.  "I have t o  p r w e  you 

t h a t  t h a t  i s n ' t  so. I ' l l  make y o u  a n  o f f e r .  I ' l l  t a k e  y o u  t o  my 

o f f i ce ,  I'll t e a c h  you a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and then  we'l l  t a l k  a g a i n  



And w e ' l l  see whether you s t i l l  feel .  a f t e r  you s e e  how I work 

and what  I cons ider  and how I design, whether  what  you have j u s t  

s a i d  about me i s  s t i l l  t r u e  i n  your mind." 

Then, he said.  'Well. a r e  you accept ing?" I said. "Mr. 

Mendelsohn, it's a g r e a t  honor t o  be asked by y o u  I can ' t  

a f fo rd  t o  work f o r  y o u  I have t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g .  Unless I s tudy 

and become an a r c h i t e c t ,  i n  which case I s h a l l  work f o r  h a l f  a 

year ,  t ake  one 'semester,  and work f o r  h a l f  a year ,  and w e n  i f  i t  

t a k e s  me a l o n g  t ime u n t i l  I ' m  through--" 

"Oh." h e  s a i d ,  " t h a t ' s  a l l  r i gh t . "  A c t u a l l y .  h e  s a i d ,  "It 

i s  common p r a c t i c e  t h a t  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t s  l i k e  me charge people  t o  

be admi t t ed  t o  an  o f f i c e  and be t r a i n e d  i n  t h a t  off ice ."  

[ laughs]  

I s a id ,  ' W e l l ,  Mr. Mendelsohn, t ha t ' s  another  reason t h a t  I 

won't be a b l e  t o  accept .  " 

' W e l l , "  h e  said,  " I ' m  no t  l i k e  Frank Lloyd Wright, who 

charges a l l  h i s  people. I make exceptions.  I do r e a l i z e  t h a t  

you can ' t  a f f o r d  i t  So I'll t e l l  you something. You work f o r  

f r e e ;  you work f o r  a month, and you and I w i l l  t a l k  a g a i n  I f  

you s t i l l  l i k e  it, we' l l  t a l k  and s e e  whether I s t i l l  l i k e  it. 

A*ld i f  I s t i l l  l i k e  it, I may consider  gradua l ly  t o  g i v e  you a 



l i t t l e  money, i f  you ' r e  worth it.'' 

Well, t h a t  wasn't exac t ly  t h e  b e s t  of a l l  arrangements,  b u t  

i t  was probably an  oppor tun i ty ,  a t  l e a s t  i t  looked t o  me a t  t h e  

time, t o  remain where I was, t o  cont inue some of t h e  work I was 

doing--in f a c t ,  h e  had s a i d  a s  much H e  sa id ,  ' W e l l ,  a s  you tell 

me you're w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Bui ld ing  Syndicate ,  they have j u s t  

g o t t e n  one of my maj o r  jobs,  i n  t h e  Anglo-Palest ine Bank. I see 

whether  I cannot  have you on t h e  j o b  t o  s t a r t  ou t  w i t h  a s  my 

represen ta t ive .  Af t e r  you have been t r a i n e d  f o r  a  month o r  two, 

then  w e  w i l l  f ind  ou t  whether  you r e a l l y  understand what  it's a l l  

about ;  I could make you a n  a s s i s t a n t  c l e r k  of t h e  works. So, 

then  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Bu i ld ing  Syndica te  would have t o  pay you, and 

I don't have t o  pay you." 

Wonderful arrangement, i s n ' t  i t ?  I s a id ,  ' W e l l ,  Mr .  

Mendel sohn, t h a t  doesn't answer t h e  question--assuming f o r  t h e  

moment t h a t  I would want t o  become an a r c h i t e c t - - t h a t  I shouldn ' t  

go t o  a  school ,  and pas s  exams and g e t  my l i cense . "  

"Oh, f i d d l e s t i c k s ,  nonsense! What a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

You're be ing  of fe red  t o  work i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t he  g r e a t e s t  

a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h i s  area,  and I ' m  going t o  teach  you! Who else can 

t e a c h  you all I know?! I don't b e l i e v e  i n  t ha t .  It's t h e  wrong 

t h i n g  t o  do, t o  go t o  a  sch901, mediocre schools. You'll be a 



mediocre a r c h i t e c t ;  you ' l l  n w e r  know what it's a l l  about when 

you have a  	chance i n  a m i l l i o n  t o  work f o r  E r i c  Mendelsohn." 

Glaser :  	 Did you have a f e e l i n g  t h a t ,  a s  t h i s  ve ry  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  t h a t  h e  

viewed you a s  s o r t  of a p o s s i b l e  h e i r  apparent?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	I don't know. Only t ha t ,  probably not. But, it hasn't  happened 

t o  Mendelsohn very  of ten,  t h a t  much I know, t o  be challenged. 

Much l a t e r ,  when w e  were q u i t e  c lose,  and I walked o u t  on him one 

day, because I couldn't t a k e  i t  any more--I mean, I was dead 

t i red-he admi t ted  t o  Lot te ,  he  c a l l e d  her ,  he couldn't  t a l k  t o  

m e .  H e  was s o  f u r i o u s  t h a t  I had walked out.  H e  admi t t ed  t o  

L o t t e  t h a t  h e  needed me, and h e  needed me because ''he's 

i n to l e r ab l e , "  he  sa id ,  ''he's a b s o l u t e l y  i n to l e r ab l e .  He'll argue 

wi th  me, he always argues." And t h e n  t h e r e  was a moment's 

s i l e n c e ,  and he  said,  ''Nobody e l s e  eve r  da re s  a rgue  w i t h  me, and 

I need t h a t . "  

And perhaps t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was brash--and I was brash!-and 

didn't  show what  he considered proper r e s p e c t  f o r  him, b u t  made 

i t  cha l l eng ing  t o  him, cha l lenging  s ta tement ,  t o  p r w e  t o  me--he 

f e l t  h e  had t o  p r w e  t o  me t h a t  he understood t h i s  f u l l y ,  and i n  

f a c t  he  did understand i t  f u l l y ,  and t h a t  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

d e f i n i t e l y  was s u p e r i o r  t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  anyth ing  else. That was a 

chal lenge,  and i t  remained a chal lenge f o r  him f o r  t h e  rest of 



h i s  l i f e .  It wasn't j u s t  a cha l lenge  l a t e r  on, I mean--we were 

ve ry  close.  He was still t o t a l l y  unbearable;  t h e  c l o s e r  you 

became, t h e  more unbearable  h e  became--and h e  knew it A few 

days b e f o r e  he died, he  sa id ,  "1 haven't t r e a t e d  you ve ry  nicely.  

I Irr~ow t h a t t 1  That 's  q u i t e  an admiss ion  f o r  a man who h a s  n w e r  

admit ted t o  anything,  you knaw? 

Glase r :  	 But t h a t ' s  sad t o  hear ,  i s n '  t i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. 

Glaser :  	 But d i d y o u s t a r t  thenwi th- -

S c h i l l e r :  	 I s t a r t e d  w i t h  him, and then  a t  t h e  same time, when t h e  j ob  

s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Bu i ld ing  Syndicate,  I went t h e r e  p a r t  of 

t h e  t ime w e r y  day, and p a r t  of t h e  t ime i n  t he  o f f i c e .  

G la se r  : 	 What happened a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  month? 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Well, a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  month, he  c a l l e d  me in,  and he  sa id ,  'Well, 

Schiller--" i t  was a lways  by l a s t  names, which i s  a  German 

habi t - - "you want t o  s t a y  on?" 

I,,s a id ,  'Yes. Mr.  Mendelsohtl, I would 1ike  t o  s t a y  on, bu t  I 

can' t r e a l l y  a f f o r d  it." 



' W e l l ,  w a i t  a minute! You haven't  w e n  found ou t  whether  

I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  keep youll '  

I s a i d ,  ' W e l l ,  do you?" 

He sa id ,  'Yes. I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  some remote promise i n  you. 

And I'll t e l l  you what. Business  i s  not  t e r r i b l y  good. But, 

I ' l l  be generous. I ' l l  g ive  you a pound a week." Four d o l l a r s .  

##end t a p e  	8 s i d e  b, begin t a p e  9 s i d e  a 

W e l l ,  that--

Glaser  : 	 So you s a i d  Thank You? 

S c h i l l e r: 	W e l l ,  t h a t  p lus  what  I was ea rn ing  o u t s i d e  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  was a 

p r ince ly  amount, and I was g r a t e f u l ,  and I s a i d  Thank You, I ' m  

w i l l i n g  t o  accept  t ha t .  He said,  [ g r u f f l y ]  "For t h e  next t h r e e  

months, but no l onge r  than t h a t .  We'll  r e - w a l u a t e  it." 

W e l l ,  we have always r e -wa lua t ed ,  w e r  s ince  and up till 

the day he died.  I have s tayed  w i t h  him u n t i l  the  day he died.  

During a l l  t h i s  t ime,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  every th ing  e l s e ,  I was 



doing i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and working, I s t i l l  was an  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  

Haganah, and whenever t h ings  became a  l i t t l e  more c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  

a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Arabs were concerned, and they did become more and 

more con f ron ta t i ona l ,  I would have t o  go a t  n igh t  on duty, e i t h e r  

guarding t h e  suburb  of Je rusa lem or guarding a  new se t t l emen t ,  o r  

l a t e r  on, commanding one of t h e  p a t r o l l i n g  t e n d e r s  on t h e  

Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road. I ' m  only mentioning t h i s  because most 

people cannot imagine t h a t  you have e s s e n t i a l l y  two jobs,  and 

t h i r d l y ,  spend a g r e a t  deal of your t i m e  i n  uniform, a s  a  peace-

keeping force. I s p e c i f i c a l l y  mention "peace-keeping force," 

because t h a t  i s  what  i t  was, and t h a t  i s  t h e  way I could l i v e  

w i t h  t he  concept. I couldn't  l i v e  i n  any o t h e r  f a s h i o n  w i t h  t h e  

concept of wear ing  uniform and us ing  arms, o r  c a r r y i n g  arms, 

except  t o  p r o t e c t  whatever  t h e r e  was--lives, m o s t l y - a g a i n s t  

a t t a c k .  

I t  was no t  easy, I 've i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  t h e  Hanagah 

o f f i c i a l l y  had no arms, o the r  than  t h e  r i f l e  be ing  i s s u e d  when 

you came t o  duty, and f i f t y  rouslds of ammunition, and you had t o  

account  f o r  w e r y  round. Anytime t h a t  you had used a round, you 

had t o  wr i te  long  r e p o r t s  why t h a t  rouqd was used, w e n  i f  it was 

j u s t  because you were f i r e d  a t ,  and you s h o t  a t  n i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

a i r ,  no t  kslowing whether  you w ould do anything. But, u n l e s s  you 

were  f i r i n g  back, t h e  Arabs would advance on your pos i t ion ,  and 

p r e t t y  soon they would be c l o s e  enough t o  h u r l  a grenade, o r  use 



machine guns, which they had. 

So, it i s  a n  open s e c r e t  t he se  days--it was a n  open s e c r e t  

i n  c e r t a i n  ways a t  t h e  t i m e - t h a t  arms were be ing  smuggled i n  f o r  

t h e  Haganah, from count r ies - -cer ta in ly  o r~ u r o ~ e a n  no t  Germany 

I ta ly .  They came from France, they came from Spain, they came 

from England, and they came from echosl  w a k i a  So, t he se  

i l l e g a l  arms came i n  i n  b a r r e l s ,  f l ou r ,  or  cement--whatever--or 

were landed  a t  n i g h t  when t h e  B r i t i s h  were, i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  

un in t en t iona l ly ,  a s l e e p  I t  was because of t ha t ,  and because 

t h e r e  was a c l a n d e s t i n e  manufacturer  of c e r t a i n  arms t h a t  could 

b e  p r i m i t i v e  arms, t h a t  could be e a s i l y  manufactured, l i k e  hand 

grenades, t h a t  were  manufactures  i n  garages o r  back-yard shops, 

a t  night .  The pena l ty  of be ing  found w i t h  i l l e g a l  arms became 

more and more severe. I t  f i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  I was 

around, i n  t h e  Haganah, i t  was t he  death penalty. And s t i l l ,  one 

had l i t t l e  choice. I n  order  t o  be e f f e c t i v e ,  i n  order  t o  w e n  

p r o t e c t  onese l f  when engaged i n  d u t i e s  of t h i s  kind, one had t o  

be a b l e  t o  match t h e  arms t h a t  were  being used and suppl ied  t o  

t h e  Arabs by t h e  Germans and t h e  I t a l i a n s .  

I had an  i l l e g a l  machine p i s t o l ,  a Belgian--actually,  it 

probably was--yes, i t  was made i n  Belgium, b u t  i t  was Parabellurn 

9 mi l l ime te r ,  which I have never used. I 've c a r r i e d  i t  often--at 

g r e a t  p e r i l  t o  myself--whenever I was on duty. But I got t o  use  
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arms t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  Haganah, namely a  machine gun t h a t  was 

a  B r i t i s h  machine gur~ t h a t  was hidden on t h e  tender ,  under t h e  

s ea t ,  and a s  p a r t  of our uniform, when on t h e s e  du t i e s ,  were two 

ammunition pouches, B r i t i s h  army i s sue ,  which were about  t e n  

i n c h e s  t a l l ,  and they c a r r i e d  on two shoulder  be1 ts, one on each 

s ide ,  i n  which one would ca r ry  be l t s - - t ha t  is, ammunition belts--  

f o r  machine gun o r  hand grenades. And I do r e c a l l  t h a t  one day, 

w h i l e  I was going on duty, I was coming o u t  of t h e  changing room 

a t  t h e  po l i ce  s t a t i o n  i n  Jerusalem, and one of t h e  B r i t i s h  

cons t ab l e s  who knew m e  r a t h e r  w e l l  came--was walk ing  i n ,  and h e  

looked m e  up and down, and h e  pa t t ed  me on my two pouches, and h e  

sa id ,  'You b e t t e r  be c a r e f u l  t h a t  you don't f a l l ,  you n i g h t  break 

t h e  eggs t h a t  you have i n  there .  " 

Which was n i c e  of him. H e  knew exac t ly  what was there.  H e  

could have stopped me, asked me t o  open t h e  pouches, and he could 

have a r r e s t e d  m e  r i g h t  there .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  they d id  not. And 

s imply because they d i d  a l s o  understand t h a t  i f  we weren't  

p a t r o l l i n g ,  they would have to ,  and t h a t  t h e  few times t h a t  they 

were p a t r o l l i n g ,  and were a t tacked ,  they would hope t h a t  we would 

come t o  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  and rescue, which we have done. And 

they would equa l ly  hope t h a t  we would be a b l e  t o  r e p e l  such an 

at tack.  So, by and l a r g e ,  i f  you were on good r e l a t i o n s ,  they 

would .c lose  t h e i r  eyes and i g n o r e  i t .  



Glaser :  	 Did M r .  Mendelsohn k n m  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  Haganah? 

S c h i l l e r : 	Oh, yes. I t  was expected. It was expected t h a t  a  youqg man, o r  

f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  a  young woman, i n  one way o r  another ,  would 

pa r t i c ipa t e .  I mean, he would a t  t i m e s  complain t h a t  I was--

'Where you have you been l a s t  n igh t? !  You're t o o  sleepy1 You're 

n o t  doing anything! It's not  what  I want t o  see." That  kind of 

thing.  But, h e  accepted it. H e  had no choice. 

Glaser  : 	 What were  you doing f o r  him those  f i r s t  few months when you were  

more o r  less being--

S c h i l l e r :  I was uqder h i s  chief  a r c h i t e c t ,  ch ie f  draftsman--he was a n  

a r c h i t e c t ,  b u t  they were c a l l e d  ch ie f  draftsmen--who was i n  

charge of t h e  o f f i ce ,  and h e  would a s s i g n  m e  t o  do c e r t a i n  

drawings, and he  would t e l l  me how, and h e  would watch me.  H e  

g radua l ly  explained t o  me every th ing  t e c h n i c a l l y  t h a t  had t o  be 

done. Once I had acquired t he  knowledge of d r a f t i n g  and what  I 

was d ra f t i ng ,  and of course I had-because of my experience on 

t h e  j o b  s i t e ,  I had a b e t t e r  uqders tad ing  f o r  d e t a i l i n g  than  most 

people did, w e n  most a r c h i t e c t s ,  who haven't had t h e  e x t e n s i v e  

kind of training--though i t  was very common i n  Europe t h a t  you 

would be requi red  t o  work on a  j o b  s i t e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  a  year. 

Tha t l s , no th ing  i n  canparison t o  what I had done. 



I acqui red  ve ry  qu ick ly  t h e  knowledge of how t o  d e t a i l ,  and 

of course,  i t  a l s o  meant s tudying  i n  a d d i t i o n  I had p r i v a t e  

l e s s o n s  a t  t h e  time given by t h e  chief  draftsman, on eng inee r ing  

and eng inee r ing  ca l cu l a t i ons .  Those were t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l ;  one h a s  ' t o  understand. I n  o t h e r  words, one doesn l t  

have t o  be a b l e  t o  do i t  onese l f ,  because i t  was common t h a t  you 

would e i t h e r  have a f u l l - t i m e  engineer  i n  t h e  o f f i ce ,  o r  t h a t  you 

would a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  a n  eng inee r ing  o f f i c e  I n  our  case, i n  

Mendelsohnls case, one of h i s  p a r t n e r s  i n  Je rusa lem was a n  

engineer:and h e  i n  t u r n  had a n  eng inee r  working f o r  him, and one 

d r a f t s m a n  So, t h a t  I would a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  whole gamut of what 

an  a r c h i t e c t  ought t o  know, and ought t o  do, i n c l u d i n g  spec  

w r i t i n g ,  because my English was good, and s i n c e  Mendelsohn was 

doing among o t h e r  t h ings  government work, I d id  prepare some of 

h i s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  and some of t h e  correspondence w i t h  B r i t i s h  

government, mandatory power. At t h e  same time, I could l e t t e r  i n  

Hebrew, which h e  couldn't, and d id  understand Hebrew and d id  

speak Hebrew. So t h a t  was impor tan t  i n  a  way. 

W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  how I learned .  I l e a r n e d  by 

experience,  i n  a n  imper i ca l  f a s h i o n  Often I have s a i d  l a t e r  on. 

I wished I had never  accepted t o  work f o r  Mendelsohn i n  t h i s  

fash ion ,  and i t  would have been much b e t t e r  f o r  me i f  I had--and 

f o r  my, f u t u r e  development and c e r t a i n l y  coming t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s ,  i t  would have been b e t t e r  i f  I had gone t o  school t o  



study a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Glaser :  You don't r e g r e t  becoming a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  

Bypassing t h e  medicine? 

though, do you? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes and no. N a  I do not--bypassing medicine was t h e  r i g h t  

choice,  f o r  all k inds  of reasons. I would have made probably 

f a i r l y  good doctor.  I t  runs i n  t h e  family. 

a 

Glaser :  But you're say ing  t h a t  you wished 

a d i f f e r e n t  manner? 

t o  have s tud i ed  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. I t h i n k  I have m i s s e d  a number of t imes  t h a t  I didn ' t  have 

any academic t r a i n i n g ,  which does n o t  mean t h a t  I didn't  t e ach  a t  

Berkeley. [ laughs]  I t  i s  something t h a t  does no longe r  f i t  i n  

today's world. I've o f t en  been ca l l ed  by people who have 

observed me and know me, been c a l l e d  a Renaissance person, But a 

Renaissance person does not  belong i n  t h e  modern age, perhaps. 

They have a tough t i m e .  You cannot know it a l l ;  t h e  knowledge, 

t h e  genera l  knowledge t h a t  one h a s  t o  acquire ,  w e n  i n  t h e  

p ro fe s s ion  of a rch i tec ture .  It i s  so  tremendous t h a t  most 

people, a f t e r  they have acquired a genera l  knowledge, a b a s i c  

general  knowledge, tend t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  one f i e l d  o r  t h e  other ,  

o r  w i t h i n g  t h a t  f i e l d  tend t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n t o  j u s t  design, o r  

j u s t  execut ion of t h e  design--which means working draw ings--or 



j u s t  spec i f i ca t ions ,  o r  t h e  l e g a l  aspect  of it. I have found 

today t h a t  I would have had a much e a s i e r  l i f e ,  and would have 

been more e a s i l y  accepted i n  t h e  United States--where I had no 

i n t e n t i o n  of going, i n c i d e n t a l l y - h a d  I been t r a ined  i n  a 

univers i ty  . 

I was q u i t e  proud of not having been t r a i n e d  a t  a 

un ive r s i ty ,  because i n  s p i t e  of a l l  that--and I ' m  not  saying t h a t  

l i g h t l y  about myself, and i t  i s n ' t  t h a t  I ' m  an unusually 

concei ted ass-- just  a l i t t l e - - b u t  I ' m  knowing i t  simply because 

I 've seen s o  marry who have come out of u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  I've 

employed people who have come o u t  of c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  

and who didn't  understand what  has  t o  be done i n  r e a l  l i f e .  They 

may have known i n  theory many th ing  I have acquired by osmosis. 

But, t o  p r a c t i c e  and be e f f i c i e n t  i n  your p r a c t i c e  i s  a t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  story. This has  something t o  do w i t h  the  concept of 

education, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  education, a t  a1 most a l l  

u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  whether i t  i s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  i n  Europe. 

The in terweaving  of my d u t i e s  i n  t h e  Haganah, and under what 

condi t ions  I could accept  s e r v i c e  i n  a n  armed force,  and t h e  

reason I ' m  mentioning that--and I cannot s t r e s s  i t  too  much--is 

t h a t  a l l  my i n s t i n c t s  were f o r  peace, t h a t  I couldn't under any 

circumstances, I had d i f f i c u l t y  reconci l ing  s e n t i c e  i n  a n  armed 

force,, ,and I was wondering o f t e n  what would happen i f ,  f o r  one 

reason o r  another,  I would knowingly h u r t  or  k i l l  a human being. 



It was on one of t h e  t r i p s  p a t r o l l i n g  t h e  highways, and was 

on t h e  highway from Jerusalem t o  Hivah, bu t  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  

Jerusalem. I t  was very e a r l y  morning. The sun hadn't come up 

yet .  A l l  of a  sudden s h o t s  rang out.  We were being ambushed. 

The tender  came t o  a  quick  stop, we jumped o f f  t h e  tender  i n t o  

the  di tch.  We re turned  t h e  f i r e ,  and I l e d  a  charge up t h e  h i l l  

from which t h e  f i r e  came While t h i s  was going on, we're mwing  

uph i l l ,  which i s  always d i f f i c u l t  w i t h  arms and being f i r e d  at .  

The normal way of doing i s  f o r  one p a r t  of t h e  group t o  s u s t a i n  

f i r e  and dur ing  t h a t  time, the  o t h e r  h a l f  w i l l  crawl forward, or  

mwe forward. So i n  t h i s  f a sh ion  we made our way up t h e  h i l l ,  

and i t  was my t u r n  t o  crawl forward. Actually,  I was upr ight ;  i t  

was q u i t e  steep. The sun had j u s t  come up over t h e  h o r i z o n  My 

eyes being r ive t ed  ahead of me from where apparent ly  the  s h o t s  

had come, I saw wi th in  a  few f e e t  of me t h e  g l i n t  of a r i f l e .  

Before I knew it, I f i r ed .  I t  was a n  automat ic  r eac t ion ;  I 

wasn't thinking, I wasn't doing anything o the r  than b r ing  up t h e  

weapon and f i r e  f r a n  t h e  hip. There was no r e t u r n  f i r e .  

I t  was t h e  experience of having k i l l e d  a  human being, was 

something t h a t  I w i l l  n w e r  forget .  I t  was t o t a l l y  shocking. 

A l l  f i r i n g  stopped from the  s ide  of t he  a t t acke r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

from our  s i d e  The man who had been l y i n g  i n  ambush had a brand-



new German machine gun, and of course t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no 

ques t ion ,  i f  I hadn't f i r e d ,  I wouldn't be  here. But  I was s o  

much i n  shock t h a t  I was jus t - - to ld  my people  t o  g e t  back on t h e  

t ende r  and cont inue  on. We a l l  went on, didn't  t a l k ,  didn't  say 

any thing. We were very  quiet .  I came i n t o  t h e  pol i c e  s t a t i o n ,  

and r e tu rned  my r i f l e ,  and was asked t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  why 

one round was missing. While I was doing t h a t ,  one of t h e  

B r i t i s h  constables ,  who s a t  a c r o s s  from m e  t o  a s k  me what  had 

happened and why, looked down on n e  f o r  one reason o r  another  and 

s a i d ,  "Are you aware of i t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  wounded?" 

I s a i d ,  "No." He s a i d ,  " J u s t  a  moment, s t o p  a l l  t h i s B W a n d  

he  pu l l ed  my--I was wear ing  jodhpurs,  B r i t i s h  r i d i n g  garb. I was 

wear ing  l e a t h e r  boots. H e  said,  ' W e l l ,  w e ' l l  have t o  cu t  t h e  

boots  open," which h u r t  me no  end, because they were my f a v o r i t e  

boots. They were very  e l egan t  r i d i n g  boots. He sa id ,  ' W e l l ,  all 

r i g h t ,  I won ' t  c u t  them. I ' l l  t r y  t o  p u l l  i t  down, b u t  i n  any 

c a s e ,  you h a v e  a  h o l e  i n  them. I f  y o u  don ' t  h a v e  a  h o l e  j u s t  i n  

t he  boots,  i t  must go somewhere else, it doesn't come o u t  a g a i n "  

[ laughs]  So  h e  pu l led  t h e  boot  o f f ,  and I didn ' t  f e e l  anything. 

He tu rned  i t  wer, and o u t  dropped the  bul le t .  Then he pu l l ed  up 

my pan t s  and took  eve ry th ing  o f f  t h a t  I was wearing, and sa id ,  

'Well, you're lucky." I t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  f l e s h  wound, j u s t  

grazed, but apparen t ly  had very l i t t l e  pow er--must have been 

e a r l y  and j u s t  pene t r a t ed  t h e  l e a t h e r  of t he  boot. and t h a t  



slowed it enough s o  t h a t  i t  j u s t  s c ra t ched  t h e  su r f ace ,  

e s s e n t i a l l y .  But I s t i l l  have a s c a r  there.  

But a l l  of t h a t  meant nothing, and I went home, went t o  bed. 

I d i d n ' t  go t o  work, and d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anybody f o r  a day o r  two. 

I was t e r r i b l y  upset.  Aqd a l l  t h e  r a t i o n a l i z i n g  and all t h e  

saying, ' W e l l ,  i f  I hadn't shot,  he would have shot,  and I would 

be dead--" a l l  t h e  r a t i o n a l i z i n g  didn't  help. That perhaps i s  

t h e  only explana t ion  t h a t  I made t h e  f i r m  re so lve  t h a t  i f  ever  

t h e  pcilicy would change i n  t h e  Haganah, I would not  cont inue t o  

s e r v e  i n  it. This  became a r e a l i t y  only a f t e r  I had come back 

from World War I1 s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army, bu t  t h a t  w i l l  come 

a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  

W e l l ,  we had a l l  expected t h a t  war  would break out,  much 

be fo re  it a c t u a l l y  did break out. I t  was n o t  a ma t t e r  of would 

i t  happen but when would i t  happen We couldn't understand what  

was going on i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  government, t h e  a t t e t l p t s  a t  
/ 

appeasement of H i t l e r ,  k ~ o w i n g  f u l l y  w e l l  t h a t  h e  was p lay ing  f o r  

t i m e .  We couldn't understand t h a t  people couldn't s ee  through 

some of h i s  machinations,  and some of t h e  Russian machinations,  

of c r e a t i n g  a non-agression t r e a t y ,  which meant both s i d e s  needed 

t i m e  But t h e  Russians needed t i m e ,  and they were very much 

aware ,ofit, a f t e r  they t r i e d  t o  werru.! Finland, and didn ' t  

succeed a g a i n s t  a s m a l l  country. But they weren't prepared t o  



defend themselves a g a i n s t  a n  onslaught  by Hitler 's armies. 

I t  i s  very  easy t o  say a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  and 

a f t e r  t h e  war. But I know w e  a l l  discussed i t  of ten, and w e  had 

t h e  g r e a t e s t  problem, t h a t  t o  understand why Br i t i an ,  of a l l  

nat ions,  would n o t  uqderstand what  was being played i n  Europe. 

That a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  any postponement of t h e  war  was des i r ab l e ,  

i n  a  way. Something could have happened t o  Hitler. Something 

could have happened t h a t  would have avoided a  major  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  I t  was c l ea r ,  very c l ea r ,  t o  people i n  P a l e s t i n e  

a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  when t h e  Spanish C i v i l  War broke out ,  t h a t  t h i s  

was noth ing  but  a  t r a i n i n g  p o u n d  f o r  Hitler and Mussol in i  t o  

tes t  t h e i r  weapons, t o  t r y  o u t  what could be done. I t  was r e a l l y  

t h e  Spanish C iv i l  War t h a t  r e in fo rced  Hitler's f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  

could d e f e a t  t h e  rest of t h e  world, i f  necessary. 

I know t h a t  I was a t  t h a t  t i m e  too, i n  a  quandary. I have 

t o  admi t  t ha t ,  though I do not  normally have a f e e l i n g  of ha t r ed  

f o r  people of any race or any persuasion, of any col  or, t h a t  I 

harbored a n  i n t e n s e  h a t r e d  of f a s c i s t s ,  a s  a  young man, and s t i l l  

do. krld t h a t  was s t ronge r  than  my unwi l l ingness  t o  s e rve  i n  any 

armed forces .  I t  was very  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  a t  t h e  t ime no t  t o  go 

t o  Spain and volunteer .  I was much too  young. La ter  on, people 

fourld g u t  they were n w e r  t o o  young f o r  t h a t  kind of senrice.  I t  

wasn't my f igh t ,  s h a l l  w e  say, but i t  was my f igh t ,  because i t  



was a f i g h t  a g a i n s t  fascism--which is, a t  t h a t  time, was t h e  only 

f o r c e  t h a t  was w i l l i n g  t o  destroy t h e  rest of t h e  world, i f  they 

had t h e i r  own way. But I didn ' t  go. So my p a c i f i s t  f e e l i n g s  

probably were s t ronge r  than  all that .  And I a l s o  r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  

i s  only s o  much a human being can  do. And I had c e r t a i n  

o b l i g a t i o n s ,  r i g h t  where I was, and had c e r t a i n  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  my 

mother. 

But knowing t h a t  t h e  war  was coming c lo se r ,  t h e  i d e a  of 

going t o  England f o r  any kind of study became more and more 

remote. Mendelsohn was s t i l l  t r a v e l i n g  back and f o r t h  between 

London and Jerusalem, where h e  had o f f i c e s  i n  both places. Every 

t i m e  h e  came back from England, he sa id ,  'Th is  i s  probably t h e  

l a s t  time--" 

K #fend t a p e  9 s i d e  a, begin t a p e  9 s i d e  b 

Meanwhile, my involvement--Oh, " t h i s  i s  probably t h e  l a s t  

t i m e , "  h e  s a i d ,  " t h a t  I c a n  do i t s t l a n d  i n  f a c t  i t  was. A t  t h a t  

time, less and l e s s  was being done i n  England, f o r  one reason  or  

another  t h a t  I didn ' t  uqderstand, and more and more- b u i l d i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  were  i n  Pa l e s t i ne .  Mendelsohn had completed t h e  house 

i n  t h e  f o r  Father  Weizmann, and t h e  house and t h e  

l i b r a r y  f o r  Salman Schocken i n  ~ e r u s a l e m  was under c o n s t r u c t i o n  

and a lmos t  f inished.  The Hadassah Medical Center was under 



cons t ruc t ion  and almost  f in ished ,  and h e  got  a  master  p lan  f o r  

t h e  Hebrew Universi ty on Mount Scopus. That was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

t h a t  h e  made me work d i r e c t l y  wi th  him. I no longer  was working 

f o r  the  chief  draftsman; I was working f o r  Nendelsohn d i r e c t l y .  

That's when both he  and I discovered t h a t  I had a c e r t a i n  

g i f t  for  planning of l a r g e  schemes, and I f o r  many y e a r s  tended 

t o  p re fe r  t o  work on c i t y  planning schemes ' r a t h e r  than ind iv idua l  

cons t ruc t ion  of buildings. A s  p a r t  of t he  planning scheme f o r  

t h e  Hebrew University,  he was a l s o  given t h e  implementat ion of 

one a spec t  of--a corn para t i v e l y  s m  a l l  one-narn ely, a sma l l  

un ive r s i ty  gymnasium. That's t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  h e  turned over 

a  j o b  e n t i r e l y  t o  me, a f t e r  h e  and I had worked together  on t h e  

design, and then  h e  turned i t  w e r  t o  me f o r  execu t ion  This  

would [normally cause?] t o  be a  j o b  captain, because h e  would 

watch what was going on, but  I produced a l l  t h e  working drawings 

and spec i f i ca t ions .  A t  t he  same time, he got  two more jobs  from 

t h e  Hebrew Universi ty,  o r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Hebrew Universi ty:  t h e  

Daniel S i e f f  Research I n s t i t u t e  i n  Rehoveth, and t h e  Univers i ty  

Agr i cu l tu ra l  School, a1so  i n  Rehoveth. 

I d id  work on t h e  S ie f f  I n s t i t u t e ,  only i n  the  design phase 

wi th  him, and then  he  had made, a s  he  always did, some ske tches  

f o r  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  school. He had t r o u b l e s  w i t h  i t  The 

t roub le  was very easy t o  understand. He has  been used throughout 



h i s  l i f e ,  wi th  very  few exceptions,  t o  deal  w i t h  very  l a r g e  

pro jec t s .  This, though comparat ively l a r g e  ove ra l l ,  i t s  s c a l e  

was more domestic. An a g r i c u l t u r a l  school,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  was t h e  

concept, should no t  b e  i n  a mu l t i - f l oo r  bu i ld ing .  It should be  

a d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f i e l d s  and t h e  classroom. So, he  

devised a p l an  which was exce l l en t ,  and which became a pro to type  

f o r  what was l a t e r  known a s  t h e  "Ca l i fo rn i a  school concept." It 

didn't  come from C a l i f o r n i a  [ laughs]  It came from Pales t ine .  

It was a one-story b u i l d i n g  complex, around a n  i n n e r  courtyard,  

and opening o u t  t o  sur rounding  f i e l d s .  But  he couldn't--he 

worked on 	i t  from a design po in t  of view, and s i n c e  n w e r  i n  h i s  

l i f e  had he used a gabled roof. A l l  h i s  r o o f s  had been f l a t  

roofs. He was used t o  deal  s t r i c t l y  i n  concrete.  A l l  h i s  

b u i l d i n g s  were  e i t h e r  concre te  o r  a mix ture  of concre te  and 

s t e e l .  Those were t h e  m a t e r i a l s  h e  was most f a m i l i a r  with.  

Glaser :  	 But you had t o  use Jerusalem stone,  d i d n ' t  you, i n  Jerusalem? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. That was j u s t  t h e  facing. S t i l l ,  t he se  were all conc re t e  

or  s t e e l  bui ldings.  But s t r u c t u r a l l y ,  he didn ' t  know--hadn't 

experienced where t o  put a gab le  roof on a building. It was a t  a 

t ime  t h a t  I had been, a s  a youngster ,  t o  I t a l y ,  and i t  was a l s o  

t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I came a c r o s s  a book t h a t  was dea l ing  wi th- - i t  was 

cal led.  ' IArchitecture w i thou t  Architects." I t  was d e a l i n g  w i t h  

examples of i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  had grown 



out of n a t i v e  cu l tures ,  whether i t  was i n  I t a l y  o r  i n  t h e  Middle 

East ,  o r  i n  India ,  o r  anywhere e l s e  i n  t h e  world. And s o  i t  

always i n t r i g u e d  me, when t h e r e  i s  a d i r e c t  response t o  needs by 

people t o  provide she l t e r .  Some ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  have 

been designed i n  t h a t  fashion.  

I thought, t h i s  being t h e  Mediterranean, t h a t  t h e  type of 

roof t h a t  i s  of ten  used on farm houses i n  I t a l y ,  Tuscany 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  would be very  s u i t a b l e ,  both f o r  t h e  c l i m a t e  and i n  

appearance t o  blend i n  i n t o  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  A s  h e  of ten  did, h e  

would n w e r  admi t  t h a t  h e  had problems w i t h  something. He w ould 

dump i t  on my desk and say, "Try something. L e t  me s e e  what you 

would do." And I did, and I designed a roof shape t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  

me, which I thought b e f i t t i n g ,  and being more dynamic than  an 

ordinary [hip?]  roof .  

He looked a t  it, and h e  screamed a t  me, a s  h e  o f t e n  did.  

"It's a l l  wrong! Can't do t h i s !  I don ' t  w a n t  it!" But ,  I 

wasn't e a s i l y  put off. I made a  quick  cardboard model, because I 

a l s o  r e a l i z e d  what bothered him about  h i s  own design was t h a t  i t  

was unin teres t ing .  It wasn't dynamic, and usua l ly  h i s  des igns  

were  dynamic. 'Zhey were moving; they ind ica t ed  a d i r e c t i o n  But 

I a l s o  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  couldn't see  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  a t  t imes, i n  

t h e  two-dimensionality of t he  drawing. After a l l ,  a f i n i s h e d  

bu i ld ing  i s  three-dimensional. The o d y  way t o  do tha t ,  a t  l e a s t  



f o r  me, i s  t o  bu i ld  a model. It's t h e  e a s i e s t  way t o  study it, 

t o  look  a t  it, t o  change it, e t c  He r e l i e d  more on h i s  

ske t ch ing  a b i l  ity. 

So I b u i l t  a l i t t l e  model which showed t h e  uneven s ides ,  

namely a  very  s t e e p  s lope  on one roof--on t h e  roof f a c i n g  t h e  

south, s o  t h a t  t h e  south would g e t  t h e  l e a s t  exposure, and which 

i s  impor tan t  i n  a  h o t  country. And, a  l o n g  easy s l o p e  towards 

t h e  north. H e  looked a t  t h e  model, and didn ' t  say any thing. H e  

sa id ,  "I'll t a k e  i t  t o  my studio,"  which was way up i n  t h e  

windmi l l ,  t h e  t o p  of t h e  windmill .  I n  between were  h i s  l i v i n g  

quar te rs .  He-I didn't  s e e  e i t h e r  t h e  model o r  heard  from him 

about t h i s  f o r  two days. Af t e r  t ha t ,  I experienced f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t ime  what  I've s i n c e  then experienced many times. He would come 

back w i t h  new sketches,  all inco rpo ra t i ng  e x a c t l y  what I had 

shown i n  t h e  model and on my drawings. He sa id ,  '"Draw i t  u p  

T h a t ' s  t h e  way it should be done." 

For tuna te ly ,  I d idn ' t  m a k e  a mistake t h a t  I made much l a t e r  

i n  l i f e ,  when I sa id ,  'But Eric ,  t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  what I gave 

you!" I d id  t h a t  once. And h e  exploded Well, n o t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I j u s t  drew i t  u p  He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p leased  w i t h  it. I t  was 

b u i l t ,  s t i l l  standing. I t  became, a s  I ind ica ted ,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

layout~ ,mos t ly ,  but  perhaps a l s o  somehow i n  appearance, t h e  t ype  

of school b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was genera l ly  ref  e r r ed  t o  a s  "Ca l i fo rn i a  



school s. 

A s  h e  o f t en  sa id ,  and I have t o  agree, i m i t a t i o n  i s  t h e  most 

s i n c e r e  f l a t t e r y .  But, a s  i n  s o  many o the r  ins tances ,  h e  has  had 

a n  inf luence  on the'  development of a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h i s  century, 

which goes f a r  beyond t h e  innovat ive  s p i r i t  t h a t  he personal ly  

had. Because, so much was imi t a t ed ,  so  much i m i t a t e d  wi thout  

understanding what h e  intended. So much was i m i t a t e d  i n  p l aces  

where you would never  have used t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  design, because i t  

was a l ien .  t o  the  surroundings. He always f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 

important  t o  match t h e  environment i n  some form, w e n  though i t  

could have been a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  [idiom?]. But s t i l l  

something t h a t  wo-dd no t  c l a sh  w i t h  t h e  environment i n  general ,  

whether  i t  	was a bu i ld ing  environment or  the  na tu ra l  environment. 

Glaser:  	 D i d  h e  have any contac t  w i t h  t h e  Bauhaus movement when he was i n  

Germany? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 The contac t  t h a t  ex i s t ed  between him and Gropius and o t h e r s  of 

t h e  Bauhaus movement was s t r i c t l y  t h a t  they were contemporary 

a r c h i t e c t s ,  t h a t  they knew each other ,  t h a t  they would g e t  

toge ther  once i n  a while ,  bu t  h e  had no connection w i t h  t h e  

Bauhaus a s  such, He was n e i t h e r  a l eade r  nor a d i s c i p l e  of t h e  

Bauhaug, and h i s  way of designs and h i s  way of bu i ld ing  i s  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of t h e  Bauhaus. Most people cannot q u i t e  see  



it because i t  i s  more expressed i n  d e t a i l i n g ,  and i n  c e r t a i n  

concepts, and c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  type of shape t h a t  he  used, than  

i n  t h e  general  p r i n c i p l e  t o  be wi thout  ornaments. For ins tance ,  

h e  h a s  used ornamentat ion i n  h i s  d e s i g n  The Bauhaus e s s e n t i a l l y  

d id  not.  

They have c e r t a i n  t h ings  i n  common, bu t  t h a t  i s  t h e  

commonality of t h e  time, r e a l l y ,  more than  any th ing  else, and t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  they knew each other ,  t h a t  they were very  much aware of 

what  t h e  o t h e r  was doing. So you'l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  

impr in t  of a c e r t a i n  epoch i n  c e n t r a l  Europe t h a t  forms t h e  i d e a  

i n  t h e  onlooker t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  s i m i l a r i t y ,  more than 

t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  is. Because h i s  p lanning  i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  

and h i s  development of a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a t i c  ob jec t ,  a bu i ld ing  

i s  a s t a t i c  obj ect--at  l e a s t ,  so  we hope!-it s t i l l  expressed a 

movement, a d i r e c t i o n  The Bauhaus didn't. So t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  

d i f f e r ences .  

The Bauhaus a l s o  was of t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a  b u i l d i n g  

des ign  t h a t  was f i t t i n g  a  p l ace  i n  B e r l i n  o r  anywhere else i n  

c e n t r a l  Europe, would be equa l ly  f i t t i n g  i n  a  h o t  c l i m a t e  i n  

Arizona, which i t  isn' t .  That's why i t  became what was known a s  

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Style ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  use of ex t ens ive  g l a s s  

i n  Arkona ,  o r  i n  any o t h e r  ho t  c l imate ,  i s  wrong. 



Glaser  : 	 O r  w e n  i n  a  cold c l imate .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 I n  a  cold c l i m a t e  equa l ly  it i s  wrong, yes! Well, of course,  

t h e r e  a r e  ways t o  g e t  around a l l  t h a t ,  and these  days technology 

makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  have ve ry  l a r g e  g l a s s  a r e a s  and s t i l l  be 

f a i r l y  wel l -protected.  That was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  See, 

because s o  many of t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  and b u i l d e r s  who came t o  

P a l e s t i n e  from Europe had been inf luenced  by t h e  Bauhaus, s o  much 

wi thou t  t h i n k i n g  was i m i t a t e d  i n  P a l e s t i n e  and t h a t  r e a l l y ,  i f  

you wanted t o  s e e  what  is known a s  " In t e rna t iona l  S ty le , "  Tel 

Aviv is t h e  b e s t  example. 

Glaser  : 	 An ugly c i t y .  

S c h i l l e r : 	No comment. [ po r t i on  de l e t ed  by i n t e r v i e w e r ]  When i t  d id  s t a r t ,  

on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  war, both Mendelsohn and I went t o  

B r i t i s h  headquar te rs  i n  Jerusalem, which were  a t  t h e  King David 

Hotel. We were rece ived  by a bu r ly  s e rgean t  of t h e  Air Force. 

He enquired of us what  w e  wanted. Mendel sohn, who was a  good 

dea l  o l d e r  than  I was, s a i d  t h a t  w e  wanted t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h e  

RAF force.  Though Mendelsohn had a f a i r l y  s t r o n g  German accent ,  

he  could have passed f o r  Englishman i n  many r e spec t s ,  of s i m i l a r  

age, s h a l l  we say. The se rgean t  asked t o  s ee  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  

and Mendelsohn produced h i s  B r i t i s h  passport .  He had a  B r i t i s h  

passport ,  s i n c e  h e  had immigrated from Germany v i a  Holland t o  



England. 

He s a i d ,  'We l l ,  I t h i n k y o u ' r e  a l i t t l e  t o o  o l d ,  s ir ,  t o  be 

accep ted"  Aqd then he asked whether I could i d e n t i f y  myself, 

and I produced a P a l e s t i n i a n  passport,  B r i t i s h  but  P a l e s t i n i a n  

I n  h i s  bes t  cockney English, he said,  "Do you r e a l l y  th ink  we 

need you bloody natives!?" A s  you might h o w ,  t h e  word %bloody" 

i n  England i s  much worse than a well-known and of ten  used four-  

l e t t e r  word i n  America. I t  was q u i t e  a shock. 

1.1endelsohn did complain about i t  t o  t h e  ad j  u t an t  of t h e  h igh  

commissioner, and was assured t h a t  a c t i o n  was going t o  be taken  

t o  c o r r e c t  that. No a c t i o n  was taken i n  my behalf ,  nor  i n  h i s  

f o r  t h a t  matter ,  and we continued no t  t o  be ab le  t o  volunteer.  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  though, t o  no te  t h a t  though Mendelsohn had 

been now for  y e a r s  l i v i n g  i n  England, t h a t  he  did n o t  r e a l l y  i n  

h i s  o f f i c e  o r  w i t h  h i s  family,  speak E n g l i s h  He spoke German 

It was very common i n  P a l e s t i n e  f o r  immigrants from Germany t o  

continue t o  speak German a t  home, even though most of them 

s t a r t e d  t o  l e a r n  Hebrew, and t h e  younger genera t ion  ce r t a in ly ,  

those  who were s t i l l  going t o  school, and even of my age. ve ry  

quickly would converse amongst each o ther  i n  Hebrew. 

But, s t a r t i n g  on the day t h a t  war broke out ,  Mendelsohn 

decided, "0 more German," He spoke English i n  t h e  of f  ice--I had 



no d i f f i c u l t y  with t h a t  I had been r e l u c t a n t  f o r  q u i t e  some 

t ime t o  speak German So, our dream t o  j o i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army f o r  

t h e  t i m e  had come t o  nothing. I t  took q u i t e  a b i t  of t i m e  be fo re  

t h a t  a t t i t u d e  changed. I t  had taken t h e  advance of [Romel?] i n  

North Africa and t h e  Pinsa movement of t h e  Germans through Syria, 

t o  b r i n g  the danger c l e a r e r  t o  home t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  t h a t  they  

might l o s e  t h e  Middle East, and theref  o r e  t h e  con?lection, through 

t h e  Suez Canal, t o  Ind ia  and t h e  Empire, and t h e  Empire was s t i l l  

i n  existence. The only th ing  t h a t  happened very quickly a f t e r  

t h e  war had s t a r t e d  w i t h i n  a very shor t  time, t h e r e  was a n  

I t a l i a n  a i r  r a i d  on Tel Aviv, which did a l o t  of damage, but  did 

n o t  h u r t  t o o  many people. I t  became apparent  t h a t  Pa le s t ine  

would be a t a r g e t  f o r  I t a l i a n  bombers. So, i n  g r e a t  haste ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  organized what was ca l l ed  ARP, Air Raid Precautions. It 

was a c i v i l i a n  en te rp r i se ,  e s sen t i a l ly .  I t  was s t i l l  assumed 

t h a t  t h e  Germans would not  stop, or  t he  I t a l i a n s  would not  s top  

a t  using chemical warfare,  w e n  though chemical war fa re  had been 

outlawed. And a g rea t  deal of t he  t r a i n i n g  of the population, 

volunteers ,  i nc iden ta l ly ,  was i n  readyness o r  preparedness i n  

case of a gas a t t ack .  

I went t o  a t r a i n i n g  course which was given by both 

c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  B r i t i s h  army, a t  the  YMCA i n  Jerusalem, which 

is r i g h t  ac ross  from t h e  King David Hotel-- 



##end t ape  9 s i d e  b, begin t ape  10 s i d e  a  

I went t o  t h e  Air Raid Precaut ion school t h a t  was given by 

t h e  B r i t i s h  a t  t he  YMCA. r i g h t  ac ross  from the  King David Hotel, 

and graduated a s  an  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  what t o  do i n  case of a  gas 

at tack.  It became q u i t e  evident, a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  a i r  raid,  t h a t  

t h e  g r e a t e r  l i ke l ihood  of immediate danger was co l l apse  of 

buildings. To make c e r t a i n  t h a t  people who were i n  h a s t i l y  

arranged a i r  r a i d  s h e l t e r s  could be rescued, dug out,  heavy 

bu i ld ing  m a t e r i a l s  removed, etc., and t h e  mull icipal i ty  of 

Jerusalem a t  t h a t  time--also of course under B r i t i s h  direction-- 

arranged f o r  a  course f o r  vo lun tee r s  i n  heavy rescue du t i e s .  

I became one of t h e  commanders of t h e  heavy rescue urlits, 

and a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on was i n  charge of t h e  Jerusalem a r e a  And 

t h a t  of course, because of my a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a i n i n g  and my 

knowledge of bu i ld ing  prac t ices ,  handling of heavy m a t e r i a l s ,  

cranes, e t c  Fortunately,  Jerusalem was never attacked. Arld 

equal ly fo r tuna te ly ,  I didn ' t  have t o  p r a c t i c e  my s k i l l s  a t  t h a t  

time. 

So, a p a r t  from being i n  readiness,  I did func t ion  a s  a n  

i n s t r u c t o r  and a i r  r a i d  warden i n  the  a r e a  i n  which w e  l ived .  

namely. Talpioth. Which cons is ted  mostly of making c e r t a i n  t h a t  

blackout  w a s  kept, and t h a t  people knew where t o  go and what t o  



do i n  case of an a i r  raid. There were l o t s  of alarms, 

fo r tuna te ly  a l l  of them false.  For t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  many years, 

t h e r e  was every appearance t h a t  the country was peaceful. There 

were no a t t a c k s  on buses, on markets, or  anything e l se ,  and i t  

looked l i k e  the  population of Pales t ine  could be united aga ins t  a  

common enemy. It was very c l e a r  a t  t h e  t ime  t o  anybody l i v i n g  i n  

I s r a e l ,  or  Palest ine,  t h a t  should t h e  Germans succeed t o  invade 

one way or the  other, e i t h e r  from the  north or t h e  south, i n t o  

Palest ine,  t h a t  t h e  Arabs had l i t t l e  t o  fear ,  and t h e  Jews 

everything. 

It was i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  atmosphere t h a t  t h e  Jewish agency 

s t a r t e d  t o  negotiate,  a s  i t  had done i n  World War I, w i t h  t h e  

B r i t i s h  government, wi th  a view of forming army u n i t s  of 

volunteers  t o  serve  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army o r  i n  a  so-called 

, 	 Pa les t ine  Brigade, which was w i t h i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army, but t o t a l l y  

w i t h  i t s  own supp l i e s  and own of f i ce r s ,  and w i t h  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of 

coming from Palestine. It was a t  t h a t  time, a f t e r  an agreement 

had been reached between t h e  B r i t i s h  and t h e  Jewish agency, t h a t  

pressure  was put on by t h e  Jewish agency, f i r s t  of a l l  on 

everybody who had been a member-or was, s t i l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e - o f  

the  Haganah, t o  volunteer.  Pressure became stronger and 

stronger,  and more and more people volunteered, and most of the  

people-who volunteered went i n t o  t h e  Pa les t ine  Brigade. 



I should add t h a t  L o t t e  was s t i l l  i n  Tel Aviv i n  t h e  

beginning of t h e  war. and t h e  a t t a c k  on Tel Aviv. and t h e  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  e s t a b l  i s h  f o r  hours t h a t  any th ing  had happened. 

whether by any chance she got  hurt .  became the  dec i s ive  f a c t o r  i n  

my own way of th inking  t h a t  everything should be done t o  move h e r  

out  of Tel Aviv. I n  f a c t ,  I used t h e  f i r s t  bes t  opportuni ty t h a t  

I had t o  go t o  Tel Aviv. which was a day or  two a f t e r  t h e  a i r  

ra id ,  and t r y  t o  cornrince h e r  t h a t  she ought t o  move back t o  

Jerusalem. She did. and i t  became equal ly w i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  only 

way we could continue t o  s e e  each o the r  would be t o  ge t  married. 

I don't r e c a l l  a t  t h e  moment t h e  exact  circumstances. why 

she couldn't o r  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  l i v i n g  a t  home a t  t h e  t i m e - -

t h a t ' s  w i t h  he r  parents--and I seem t o  have prevai led  a g a i n s t  a l l  

d e s i r e s  of my mother, on my mother. f o r  he r  t o  agree  t h a t  she  

could move i n  w i t h  her. s t ay  wi th  her  i n  he r  room. whi le  I was i n  

mine. That was obviously not  a good s o l u t i o n  I seem t o  r e c a l l  

vaguely t h a t  th ings  didn't work out  t o o  w e l l .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  my mother s t a r t e d  out  on t h e  wrong f o o t  I should say a t  

t h i s  t i m e  tha t ,  when I was--when Chava Schocken was c lose  t o  me, 

my mother always pointed o u t  how much n i c e r  L o t t e  was. A t  t h e  

t ime  when i t  became w i d e n t  t h a t  I was no 1onger t e r r i b l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Chava. bu t  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Lotte ,  and c e r t a i n l y  

a t  the,  t i m e  when I asked h e r  t o  mwe i n  w i t h  my mother. shz could 

nor enough b e r a i l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e a l l y ,  why didn't I continue my 



f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  Chava, r a t h e r  than Lot te?  

I t  was r a t h e r  evident  t ha t ,  no ma t t e r  who i t  was, i t  would 

have been the  wrong pe r son  So, I should say we decided t o  ge t  

married. I ' m  being t o l d  t h a t  i t  wasn't I who decided that .  But, 

I r a t h e r  t h ink  of i t  t h a t  way. The one d i f f i c u l t y  I had, which 

was a s t range  one, t o  g e t  married, was t h a t  under B r i t i s h  law. 

f o r ' p a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  g e t  married, you had t o  abide by t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  l a w s  of your pe r suas ion  I n  other  words, t h e r e  was no 

c i v i l  marr iage ava i lab le ,  and you had t o  go t o  a r abb i  and be 

married i f  you were  Jewish, and t o  t h e  equiva lent  c l e r i c ,  Moslem 

c l e r i c ,  i f  you were a Moslem Arab, and t o  a p r i e s t  i f  you were a 

C h r i s t i a n  Arab. 

I r e s i s t e d  t h a t  n o t i o n  I have t o  admi t  t h a t  I didn ' t  t h i n k  

marr iage  was r e a l l y  necessary. a s  l ong  a s  two people agreed t h a t  

they wanted t o  be together.  I f e l t  every th ing  e l s e  was t o t a l l y  

unnecessary. Well, soc ie ty  thought d i f f e ren t ly .  So, a r abb i  was 

s e l e c t e d  who promised me t h a t  h e  would abide  by my wishes and n o t  

say anything--say t h e  minimum of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  prayers  and 

dec la re  us man and w i f e  He didn't  q u i t e  abide by tha t ,  and i f  

i t  hadn't been f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  E r i c  and Louise Mendelsohn--Eric 

was my b e s t  man--Eric s tood behind me during t h e  ceremony, and I 

remember and s t i l l  f e e l  it, got  a k i c k  i n  my pants  when I s t a r t e d  

t o  open my mouth and say, 'That i s  not what we agreed upon" 



[ laughter ]  

Well, a c t u a l l y  t h e  ceremony was b r i e f  and pa in l e s s ,  and we 

went  home e a r l y  i n  t h e  day, accomp~nied  by Lot te ' s  pa ren t s  and by 

t h e  two Mendelsohns, and had what  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  must 

have been considered a  sumptuous meal, which my mother had 

prepared. Af te r  everybody had l e f  t--oh, I should mention one 

o the r  thing. I had, i n  order  t o  g e t  some money o u t  of Germany, 

n o t  only brought  sone  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h  us, bu t  I had a l s o  brought  a  

harpsichord,  which, s i n c e  I was most ly  i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h e  time, 

and s t i l l  am, i n  baroche music, was t h e  i d e a l  instrument ,  a s  f a r  

a s  I was concerned, I didn ' t  have an  o r g a n  Anyway, i t  was kind 

of d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a Jew t o  g e t  t o  a n  organ i n  P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h e  

t i m e  This  was t h e  i d e a l  ins t rument ;  i t  was small ,  which was 

b e f i t t i n g  t h e  kind of accomodations we had, and very much i n  

cha rac t e r  of t h e  time. 

I do r e c a l l  tha t ,  a s  p a r t  of t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of our wedding, 

a f t e r  t h e  lunch ,  I gave a b r i e f  r e c i t a l  on t h e  harpsichord,  and 

s i n c e  both Mendelsohn and Mrs. Mendelsohn were  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

music and p a r t i c u l a r l y  baroche music, i t  was a reasonable  

success. W e l l ,  they soon enough disappeared, and L o t t e  and I go t  

i n t o  o u r  work c lo thes ,  because we ce l eb ra t ed  o u r  wedding by 

prepar ing  t h e  room i n  which we were  going t o  l i v e  That was i n  

t he  same house, our  house, and w e  had t o  sub lease  one room i n  a n  



apartment  one f l o o r  below us. So, she  and I spent  t h e  a f te rnoon 

whitewashing t h e  w a l l s  and t h e  c e i l i n g  i n  t h a t  room, and 

whitewashing i s  a messy o p e r a t i o n  It took t h e  rest of t h e  

evening t o  c l e a n  t h e  f l o o r s  and mwe i n  one bed. 

I don't t h i n k  w e  did s t a t e  when w e  g o t  marr ied;  i t  was on 

September 24, 1940. It took q u i t e  some t i m e  u n t i l  i t  became 

obvious t h a t  sooner or l a t e r ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on people  who had 

served i n  t h e  Haganah and who genera l ly  could be considered ab l e -  

bodied men would become g r e a t  enough t h a t  they would have t o  

v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  army. P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a s  it became 

w i d e n t  t h a t  Rommel succeeded pushing Montgomery i n  t h e  wes t e rn  

d e s e r t  p r a c t i c a l l y  up t o  t h e  Egyptian border,  and one could 

expec t  t h a t  any day Rommel would succeed w i t h  h i s  Afr ica  Corps t o  

invade Egypt. 

It became a l s o  w i d e n t  during t h a t  time t h a t  t h e  Egyptians 

were no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i a b l e  a l l i e s .  [ po r t i on  de le ted  by 

i n t  e rv  iew e r  ] 

I t  was another  y e a r  and a  h a l f  a f t e r  we had g o t t e n  married, 

and my f i r s t  son, Ian, was born i n  Apr i l  of '42. The B a t t l e  of 

Alemaine had t aken  place. The f a c t  t h a t  I he ld  t h e  defense 

p o s i t i p n  meant t h a t  t he  pressure  on me was no t  t h a t  g r e a t  a f t e r  

t h a t  point. But t h e  p re s su re  s t a r t e d  t o  i nc rease ,  too. So, 



though I've been known t o  have s t a t e d  a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had a 

young son who didn ' t  l e t  me sleep,  and we had only one room, and 

was c ry ing  day and night--he's been very  good a t  that--and t h a t  

r e a l l y  d r w e  me o u t  and made up my mind f o r  me t o  go i n t o  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army, probably is no t  q u i t e  true. Though, I t h i n k  t h e r e  

were t imes  when I b e l i w e d  it. It was a  tough time, i n  many 

respects .  There wasn't t e r r i b l y  much work, and Mendelsohn had 

l e f t  f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  where h e  had been of fe red  a c h a i r - o r  

s o  h e  thought--at Yale. And where, i n  f a c t ,  a l l  t h a t  had been 

o f f e r ed  t o  him was a v i s i t i n g  professorsh ip ,  more t h e  type  of 

being a  l e c t u r e r  a t  v a r i o u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

When Mendelsohn d isso lved  h i s  o f f i ce ,  h e  asked me t o  keep 

most of t h e  s t i l l  c u r r e n t  drawings t h a t  were  s t i l l  under 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  J u s t  i n  case cons t ruc t ion  would go on a f t e r  t h e  

w a r - c o n s t r u c t i o n  had t o t a l l y  stopped i n  Pa les t ine .  There was no 

money, no m a t e r i a l s ,  and no people. As a  consequence, he  had no 

work, didn't  have t o o  much money, and when t h e  employment a t  

American u n i v e r s i t i e s  was of fe red  t o  him, h e  was q u i t e  eager  t o  

accep t  it. I n  England, every th ing  had stopped because of t h e  war  

e f f o r t .  H e  persona l ly  had not  been accepted i n t o  t h e  army, a s  I 

had s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  and when h e  came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  what  happened t o  him i n  P a l e s t i n e  when he o f f e r ed  t o  

s e r v e  i n  some capaci ty ,  h i s  o f f e r  was t aken  up by t h e  Urdted 

S t a t e s  Defense Department, and he  a c t e d  a s  a n  advisor  on German 



c i t i e s ,  and t h e  l ayou t  of c e r t a i n  p lan ts ,  some of which h e  had 

designed. And i n  t h a t  way, h e  made h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  war 

e f f o r t .  

But h e  d id  tell m e  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  l e f t  t h a t ,  should h e  no t  

come back t o  P a l e s t i n e  and England a f t e r  t h e  war, t h a t  should I 

s u r v i v e  t h e  war, t h a t  h e  would l i k e  t o  have m e  cont inue  w i t h  him 

w h e r w e r  h e  was i n  t h e  world. Aqd though, a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  

d idn ' t  mean t e r r i b l y  much t o  a  young guy knowing t h a t  sooner o r  

l a t e r  h e  was going t o  be  involved i n  a c t u a l  war fa re ,  and t h e  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  t h i s  would e v e r  become t rue ,  it 

s t i l l  was a  reassurance,  and a l s o  from a  human poin t  of view, t o  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  wasn't  j u s t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of employer t o  

empl uyee. 

Mend t a p e  10  s i d e  a ,  begin t a p e  10  s i d e  b  

I t  wasn't  j u s t  a n  employerempluyee  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  bu t  more 

t h a t  of a f r i e n d  t o  ano the r  f r i e n d ;  perhaps more w e n  t h a n  j u s t  a  

f r iendship .  I n  any case, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was such  t h a t  t h e  only 

work t h a t  I could do, and I had t o  open my own o f f i c e  t o  do t h a t ,  

was l ook ing  f o r  work t h a t  t h e  army might g i v e  me, and i n  f a c t  

because of our connect ion t o  t h e  army, through t h e  people  who 

were our  tenants ,  I was asked by t h e  NAAFI, which i s  t h e  Nat ional  

Army and A i r  Force--Navy, Army, and A i r  Force Ins t i tu te - -which  



was supplying t h e  f a m i l i e s  of dependents of s o l d i e r s  w i t h  

necessary goods, and was s i m i l a r  t o  a  post exchange i n  t h e  United 

S ta t e s .  

They needed add i t iona l  s to rage  space, add i t iona l  o f f i c e  

space, and one of t h e  jobs  t h a t  I got  was t o  design t h a t  a t  t h e  

t i m e .  I should say t h a t  a f t e r  Fiendelsohn had c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  I 

had been t r a ined  i n  h i s  of f ice ,  and t h a t  he considered me t o  be 

ready t o  go out on my own, and I obtained r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  1940 or  

'41 i n  Jerusalem, and t h e r e f o r e  was i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  c a l l  myself 

an a r c h i t e c t ,  and do a r c h i t e c t u r a l  work on my own So I got  

t h e s e  ra+her  s m a l l i s h  jobs, but  they paid j u s t  enough tha t ,  f o r  a 

w h i l e  a t  l e a s t ,  I could continue t o  1i v e  roughly on t h e  same 

b a s i s  I had been up till t h a t  t i m e .  But they became less and 

l e s s  and fewer and fewer, and i n  f a c t  going t o  meetings w i t h  my 

employers or  c l i e n t s ,  who were all i n  uniform and were a l l  

o f f i c e r s  of t he  B r i t i s h  Army; i t  becane more and more 

embarrassing a s  a  young man no t  t o  wear a uniform. And of 

course, they were p o l i t e  about i t  They always said, ' W e l l ,  you 

know, you could he lp  us much more i f  you would j o i n  the  army." 

So, on December 21 i n  '42, I went t o  Sarafand, which was a  

major army base i n  Pa les t ine ,  and joined t h e  B r i t i s h  Army. I was 

t r a ined  f o r  about a week i n  Sarafand, and got  one weekend o f f  t o  

go home and say goodbye, and was shipped t o  Egypt  Which i s  a 



s h o r t  d i s t ance  r e a l l y  t o  Cairo, bu t  under war  cond i t i ons  took 


e i g h t  t o  t e n  hours  by t r a i n .  


I a r r i v e d  i n  Egypt, and Ismail ia ,  which i s  roughly a t  t h e  

middle  of t h e  Suez Canal, and a t  t h e  sho re s  of a  ve ry  l a r g e  l ake ,  

an a r t i f i c i a l  lake,  which forms t h e  middle  of t h e  Suez Canal. 

Lake Timzah And I s m a i l i a  was t h e  l a r g e s t  t r a i n i n g  camp i n  t h e  

Middle Eas t  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Army. Square miles of b l ack  a spha l t ,  

which i n  t h a t  hea t ,  t h a t  Egypt h a s  most of t h e  t i m e ,  was 

p r a c t i c a l l y  unbearable. But t hose  were  t h e  t ra i? l ing camps, 

t h a t ' s  where you l ea rned  t o  march, and s t and  on parade, and g e t  

used t o  t h e  ha rdsh ips  of be ing  a  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  Middle East. The 

t r a i n i n g  course  took t h r e e  weeks, and t h a t  was compara t ive ly  

b r i e f .  bu t  I had jo ined  t h e  Royal Engineers, and was a c c e p t e d  

My army i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  book shows t h a t  I was accepted  a s  a n  

a r c h i t e c t .  A s  a consequence, t h e  usual s t o r y  happened t h a t  

w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  week, t h e  t r a i n i n g  se rgean t  would a s k  whether, 

could I use my hands? "After a l l ,  you're an a r c h i t e c t ,  you draw 

p r e t t y  p i c t u r e s ,  don ' t  you?" 

I s a i d  yes ,  I could use my hands. He sa id ,  ' W e l l ,  go and 

wash t h e  l a t r i ne s . "  That 's  t he  normal way, and I t h i n k  tha t ' s  i n  

any arny. It shows t h a t  you  a r e  no longe r  a  human being, bu t  a 

number,--a number you don't f o rge t ,  I think. 45813. I t  i s  k ind  

of s t r ange  t h a t  t h e  number t h i r t een - - i t ' s  no t  a  good omen t o  have 



a s  your i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number i n  war. a t  l e a s t  so  some people 

thought. I have remembered and not iced  ever s i n c e  t h a t  my f a t h e r  

died when I was th i r t een ,  t h a t  I g o t  i n t o  t h e  army and got  a 

number ending  i n  t h i r t een .  and when I f i n a l l y  got  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  

number as a n  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  United S ta t e s .  i t  a l s o  ended i n  

t h i r t e e n .  And t h i r t e e n  i n  c e r t a i n  ways has  been a lucky number 

f o r  me. even though i t  wasn' t lucky t o  l o s e  my fa ther .  

I n  any case. a f t e r  t h r e e  weeks of being t r a i n e d  on t h e  

parade ground. I had not iced  a high-ranking o f f i c e r  coming r i d i n g  

by on a w h i t e  ho r se  every once i n  a whi le .  I t  was pointed o u t  by 

my t r a i n i n g  se rgean t  t o  everyone t h a t  t h i s  was Commandante of t h e  

t r a i n i n g  base. and t h a t  h e  was a f u l l  Colonel. and t h a t  h e  was a 

r e a l  hero. t h a t  h e  had a VC--Victoria Cross. And a s  h e  always 

i n s i s t e d  on s t r e s s ing .  t h e r e  a r e  very  few V C s  d i v e .  It i s  t h e  

kind of decora t ion  t h a t  i s  being given out  t o  t h e  very brave only 

a f t e r  they have perished and d ied  i n  war. 

W e l l .  of course. being a raw rec ru i t .  a colonel w i th  h i s  red 

b ra id  around h i s  cap and on h i s  shoulders  and on h i s  co l l a r .  liiade 

a tremendous impression. And p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  he was r i d i n g  by on 

a w h i t e  horse.  One day. and I had j u s t  rece ived  my f i r s t  

promotion: Local Acting Lance Corporal [ laughs]  - t ha t  was an  

appoirrtment made probably by t h e  master  sergeant.  and' only 

temporary--he needed somebody t o  do h i s  d i r t y  work f o r  him. What 



i s  was, among o the r  things, they had had of course my backgrou~d, 

and found o u t  t h a t  I had been an  ARP t r a i n e r - A i r  Raid 

Precautions trainer--and s o  they said, 'Well, you have t o  go h e r e  

through gas t r a in ing ,  s o  Sch i l l e r ,  you take  t h i s  group and 

expla in  t o  them wha't t o  do wi th  t h e i r  gas masks." 

So I was doing tha t ,  and then was chasing them ac ross  the  

t r a i n i n g  ground a t  double time, meaning they had t o  run--which i s  

d i f f i c u l t  enough i n  t h a t  h e a t  wi thout  a gas mask on--with a gas 

mask o n  And l e t  them run around and run around u n t i l  it became 

obvious t h a t  they couldn't take any more. Meanwhile, I had t o  

y e l l  and scream a t  them, and do t h e  things t h a t  an in fan t ry  

t r a i n e r  normally has  t o  do, which i s  no t  very pleasant. It's no t  

pleasant  t o  be on t h e  rece iv ing end, not very pleasant  t o  be t h e  

one who does it; Once, whi l e  I was engaged i n  j u s t  tha t ,  I heard 

a voice  c a l l i n g  out  behind me, "Corporal I Come over here!" 

I turned a r o u ~ d ,  and i t  was Colonel, on h i s  w h i t e  horse. 

came up t o  him and saluted,  and h e  said, 'What's your name, 

Corporal?" I gave i t  t o  him. He said,  "I've been watching you. 

What's your background?" I t o l d  him I was an  a rch i t ec t .  He 

said,  "Can you read maps?" 'Yes, sir." "Do you know something 

about d i f ference  i n  t e r r a i n ,  and can you f ind  your way with a 

cmpasq?" 

I 



'Yes, sir." 'Good. Well. I understand you speak good 

Eng l i sh"  I said,  "1 hope so, sir." 'Well, come t o  my o f f i c e  

today a f t e r  four o'clock, between four  and four- thir ty.  I want 

t o  t a l k  t o  you." 

I did. He s a i d ,  "I've observed  you. You seem t o  make a 

good t r a ine r .  Rather than sending you o u t  t o  another  assignment, 

i f  you don' t obj ect--" -Don't object?! I n  t h e  Army? "If you 

don't ob jec t ,  I would l i k e  t o  keep you h e r e  f o r  the  next s i x  

weeks and a s s ign  you t o  t h e  o f f i ce r ' s  t r a i n i n g  course, where you 

w i l l  t r a i n  cadets  who w i l l  become o f f i ce r s .  Now, you r e a l i z e  

most of them come f rorn England, some of them come from Pales t ine ,  

some come from Arab countr ies ,  and I hope none of t h a t  bothers  

you. " 

I sa id ,  "No, sir.'' "You may f ind  t h a t  t h e  Englishmen w i l l  

look down on you and w i l l  consider  you a native. I know b e t t e r  

than t h a t  But be prepared f o r  it, and use your authori ty.  As 

l ong  a s  they aren ' t  o f f i c e r s ,  you a r e  t h e i r  superior ,  and when 

th ings  become r e a l  bad, you l e t  t h e  sergeant-major know. The 

sergeant-m a j  o r  always has  my ear,  and I s h a l l  s ee  t o  i t  t h a t  they 

behave." I t  was n w e r  necessary, I have t o  say. It n w e r  

happened. So, f o r  the  next s i x  weeks, I was t r a i n i n g  young 

o f f i c e r s ,  and a t  t h e  end of s i x  weeks, he  ca l l ed  me i n  again. 



He said,  "I 'm very s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  what you have done. You 

have helped a group of young Englishmen who come d i r e c t l y  from 

England g e t  used t o  t h i s  cl imate,  and you have made b e t t e r  

o f f i c e r s  of them, because they have the  kind of t r a i n i n g  they 

couldn't  g e t  i n  England, because t h e r e  a r e  no deserts .  Would you 

l i k e  t o  become a n  o f f i ce r?"  

I s a i d ,  "Yes, sir." " A l l  r i g h t , "  h e  s a i d ,  "you w i l l  be i n  

charge of the  platoon t h a t  you have j u s t  t ra ined ,  and i n  t h r e e  

days when t h e r e  w i l l  be t h e  f i n a l  parade, a t  which t ime  I g ive  

each one the  commission, you w i l l  g e t  yours,  so  g e t  your uniform 

ready, go have i t  t a i lo red ,  and i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  them, have t h e  

t a i l o r  make two h o l e s  i n  your [appellates?]." I said,  "Yes, 

sir." He said,  "I hope you r e a l i z e  what t h a t  means! You're 

going t o  be a f u l l  l i e u t e n a n t ,  l e f t e n a n t  of course, and you w i l l  

be i n  charge of t h a t  platoon u n t i l  they a r r i v e  a t  t h e i r  shipping 

point,  wherever they go, you w i l l  go w i t h  them. You may remain 

t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  beyond my reach, and I do 

?lot know tha t .  So be ready f o r  t ha t ,  and immediately a f t e r  t he  

parade t h e  next day, you're going t o  be shipped ou t  of h e r a  

can ' t  t e l l  you where, and I do not know. " 

Well, t h e  parade came around, and h e  appeared, and h e  went 

around, and I fol lowed him, a s  h e  was g iv ing  each one h i s  

commission, and p inniag  t h e  one p ip  on t h e i r  shoulder. When it 

I 



was a l l  done, he turned t o  me and sa id ,  'Wow, S c h i l l e r ,  d i s m i s s  

them." I d ismissed  them, and then  h e  tu rned  t o  m e  and he sa id ,  

"I have something t o  t e l l  you which makes m e  ve ry  sad. Your 

commission hasn't  come, has  not  been confirmed by t h e  War Off ice .  

I t  hasn ' t  come through yet. It's probably a delay--I don't know 

why. It should have come w i t h  t h i s  group. It probably w i l l  come 

any day. Meanwhile, you have t o  go back i n t o  your o ld  uniform 

and cont inue  t r a i n i n g  people, u n t i l  i t  does come. I want  you t o  

r e s t  a s su red  t h a t  I w i l l  do eve ry th ing  i n  my power t o  s ee  t o  i t  

t h a t  i t  comes t h r o u g h  I t  may take  some time, b u t  I promise you, 

you w i l l  g e t  your commission." 

Well, what could I do? I s a l u t e d  and sa id ,  'Thank you, 

sir," and continued. I t  was n o t  much l a t e r ,  about  a week l a t e r ,  

t h a t  h e  c a l l e d  m e  aga in  t o  h i s  o f f ice .  He sa id ,  "Schi l le r ,  

you ' l l  have a d i f f i c u l t  choice. I know your commission has  come 

through. Which would mean t h a t  I 'll g ive  i t  t o  you any t ime  a s  

of now, and you would have t o  cont inue t o  t r a i n  your people, and 

you w i l l  go w i t h  t h e  next group a s  t h e i r  commander. But, people  

r e f e r  t o  m e  a s  somebody who has  done something hero ic ,  and you 

kqw t h a t  of course.' ' 

I s a i d ,  ''Yes, sir." 'We l l , "  h e  s a i d ,  "only a f o o l  i s  a r e a l  

h e r a  .,I d id  what I had t o  do because my men were involved, and 

i f  I hadn't done what  I did, they all  would have been k i l l ed .  So 



I f o r g o t  about my own l i f e ,  and I d id  what  I had t o  do. I t h i n k  

you would do t h e  same. But t o  claim t h a t  I was brave i s  stupid.  

I ' m  no t  s tup id .  Nei ther  a r e  you. There i s  no such t h i n g  a s  

being brave and n o t  having any fear .  Being brave means t h a t  you 

r e a l i z e  how a f r a i d  you are ,  and s t i l l  do what you're forced t o  

do. And I th ink  I see  t h a t  kind of q u a l i t y  i n  you, bu t  you have 

c e r t a i n  g i f t s  t h a t  could be of importance t o  t h e  war e f f o r t ,  

q u i t e  a p a r t  from what  i t  might do i n  peace. I l e a v e  it up t o  you 

whether you want your  commission o r  whether you want m e  t o  send 

you somewhere else. J u s t  s o  you can make your  own dec is ion .  

"If your commission had come through t h e  day t h a t  I promised 

i t  f o r  you, t h e  people I s e n t  o u t  went t o  I t a l y  and upon landing,  

w e r y  one of them was killed. So, it i s  only na tu ra l  t o  assume 

t h a t  you no l o n g e r  would be among t h e  l i v i n g .  I don't t h i n k  f o r  

one moment t h a t  you want t o  save your own h ide  i f  o t h e r s  ge t  

hu r t .  That's n o t  what I ' m  saying. But  you have one of t hose  

r a r e  chances i n  l i f e  t h a t  f a t e  has  been good t o  you. So I want 

you t o  decide whether  you want t o  use t h a t  opportuni ty,  whether 

you want t o  become an o f f i c e r ,  o r  whether  you want me t o  send you 

t o  a survey unit--which i s  probably a s  much endangered a s  you 

might  be i n  t h e  f i e ld .  And you have been i n  t h e  f i e l d  many a 

time--l1 by t h a t  time, I had. I had taken groups t o  t h e  Western 

Desert; t o  do mine-l i f  t i n g  a t  n igh t  u.nder f i r e ,  which i s  no t  a 

very  p l easan t  job. I had t o  do t h a t  w i t h  w e r y  group of o f f i c e r s  



I was t r a i n i n g .  

He said. "1'11 g ive  you u n t i l  tomorrow. By tomorrow I have 

t o  know. I won't t h ink  any l e s s  of you i f  you decide t o  go t o  

Cairo t o  advanced GHQ. and do what you know bes t ;  namely. draw 

things--draw maps, and have thereby perhaps a g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  

on t h e  outcome of t h e  war than you would ever  have a s  a n  o f f i ce r .  

even an o f f i c e r  a s  high a s  I am. That dec is ion  i s  yours." 

I appeared t h e  next day, and I sa id ,  "Colonel, I a p p r e c i a t e  

what you have sa id  t o  m e  I s h a l l  no t  accept  t he  commission." 

He said,  'That's f ine.  I expected you would do tha t ,  and I ' m  

glad you d i d  it." So, h e  turned arousld and said,  'Good luck, 

son. I hope 1'11 see  you again  or  hear  from you i n  some 

fashion.  " 

He sen t  me t o  GHQ i n  Cairo, and I was ou t s ide  of Cairo, and 

one of t h e  anc ient  caves on the  banks of t h e  Nile, where the re  

was a  t o t a l  undergrousld c i t y  t h a t  t h e  Royal Engineers had put i n  

t h e r e  f o r  purposes of p r i n t i n g  maps, and d r a f t i n g  rooms, etc., 

which were reasonably s a f e  f ran any bombing a t t ack .  

##end t a p e  10 s ide  b, end of i n t e rv iew 4 



In te rv iew w i t h  Hans S c h i l l e r ,  I n t e rv i ew  5 

The True Page 212 onward 


In te rv iewer  : Eleanor  G la se r  


T ransc r ibe r :  Shannon Page 

Begin t a p e  	11, s i d e  a [ r e a l l y ] # #  

Glaser :  	 A t  t h e  end of our l a s t  t a p i n g  sessior;  you were  s t i l l  wi th  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army, i n  C a i r a  You were working w i t h  a survey un i t ,  and 

t h e r e  was a n  undergr0w.d cave i n  which there--was t h a t  t h e  

headquar te rs?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, i t  wasn't  t h e  headquarters .  My p a r t i c u l a r  un i t ,  which was 

t h e  524 company of t h e  Royal Engineers,  was accomodated i n  it. 

They were huge--it was a lmos t  an  undergroucd c i t y ,  because all 

our equipment, and t h a t  cons i s t ed  of p r i n t i n g  p re s se s  i n  seven  

col  ors ,  o f f  s e t  presses ,  f o r  q aps, and t h e  photo-repr oduct ion 

un i t ,  which had a camera t h a t  was l a r g e  enough t h a t  a 'person  

could s t and  i n s i d e  of t h e  camera, because i t  had t o  reproduce 

f u l l  s i z e  on g l a s s  p l a t e s  t h e  maps t h a t  were drawn P lus  

d r a f t i n g  o f f  i c e s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  equipment, were a l l  accomodated 

w i t h  what  t h e  B r i t i s h  c a l l e d  l o r r i e s ,  and we of course  would 

c a l l  trucks.  So tha t ,  w e  were t o t a l l y  mobile, and could be mwed 

a t  any moment, a s  we experietlced l a t e r  on, when we were mwed t o  

I t a l y ,  . t h a t  we had t o  f o l l w  t h e  f r o n t  and be c lo se  by. 



There i s  one s t r ange  l i t t l e  s i d e l i g h t  t h a t  I wanted t o  

mentior! about  t h e  Royal Engineers. ?he Royal Engineers  i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army is d e a l t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t l y  from any o the r  army uni t s .  

The e n l i s t e d  men a r e  be ing  addressed a s  gent lemen Nobody else 

i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army, o t h e r  than o f f i c e r s ,  i s  being addressed a s  

gent lemen But we were t r ea t ed ,  i n  essense,  much more l i k e  

o f f i c e r s  t han  enlisted men. because everyone, o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  

everyone, w i t h i n  the u n i t ,  w i t h  exceptior! of cooks and people who 

were d e a l i n g  w i t h  m a t t e r s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  mat te rs ,  l i k e  

s e c r e t a r i e s ,  had a spec i a l t y .  My p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l t y ,  which I 

p a r t i a l l y  was t r a i n e d  of there ,  and p a r t i a l l y  had some knowledge 

of before ,  was two th ings :  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of air  

photographs, and t h e  a s  you might  c a l l  it t r a n s l a t i o n  of air 

photographs i n t o  maps. E i t h e r  from t h e  very  beginning, i n  o t h e r  

words, from sc ra t ch ;  o r  f o r  t h e  cor rec t io r !  of maps. 

What w e  would g e t  would be survey photos taken by t h e  RAF. 

and w e  would compare them t o  known e x i s t i n g  maps, and no te  t h e  

changes on t h e  maps, and then  r e p r i n t  them. My l a t e r  s p e c i a l t y  

was t o  e v a l u a t e  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  and t o  a s s e s s  what damage they had 

done, and on the  b a s i s  of those photographs, t o  draw t a r g e t  maps 

f o r  t h e  RAF, usua l ly  f o r  t h e  next day. So i t  was i n  a  way highly 

s e n s i t i v e ,  i n  a  way h ighly  t e c h n i c a l ,  and e s s e n t i a l l y  a lways 

q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  



It i s  dur ing  t h a t  time t h a t  I developed my preference,  

namely t o  work l a t e  du r ing  the  day o r  a t  night.  r a t h e r  than  

dur ing  day t i m e .  The reason  f o r  t h a t  was very  simple. Working 

a t  n igh t ,  number one I was t o t a l l y  undis turbed,  and t h i s  kind of 

work r e q u i r e s  q u i t e  a g r e a t  amount of concent ra t ion ,  and g r e a t  

accuracy. Secondly, i t  l e f t  day l igh t  hours  f o r  my own pu r su i t s .  

It was t he re f  o r e  dur ing  t h i s  %timet h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  

a r e a  around where w e  were  quar te red ,  and anywhere between Cai ro  

and Helwan, was t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I covered. That meant south of 

Cairo, up r i ve r .  

Both s ides ,  both bariks of t h e  r iver .  Right a c r o s s  from 

where w e  were  qua r t e r ed  were the  s teppe pyramids of Saqqara  I t  

was a near  coincidence t h a t  i n  my meanderings i n  t h e  countryside,  

ar.d my d e s i r e  t o  c w e r  t h e  whole a rea ,  which e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  

dese r t ,  from Saqqara t o  Giza, which is  about t e n  t o  e l w e n  m i l e s  

north,  down t h e  r i v e r ,  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  You cou ld ' s ee  t h e  

pyramids of Giza from t h e  s teppe  pyramid of Saqqara I j u s t  

f ollawed my nose, and went i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

One day, no t  very f a r  from Saqqara, I would guess about  one 

t o  one and a h a l f  m i l e s  from Saqqara, I suddenly s l i pped  i n t o  a 

hole--which I hadn't s e e n  There was no v i s i b l e  hole ,  bu t  a s  you 

may be.aware of,  t h e  wind a c t i o n  of t he  d e s e r t  cons t an t ly  changed 

contours  and m w e s  t h e  sand around, and i t  had uncovered and 



ba re ly  recovered an obvious h o l e  i n  t h e  ground. Because t h a t  

i n t r i g u e d  m e ,  and I s t a r t e d  w i t h  my ba re  hands t o  dig,  and found 

ve ry  soor! t h a t  t h i s  was  not  j u s t  a s u p e r f i c i a l  hole, bu t  l e d  i n t o  

sane chamber b e l w  ground. 

From h e r e  on out, w e r y  f r e e  hour I had-well, i t  would t a k e  

more than  a f r e e  hour, but  usua l ly  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  were my f ee t ,  and i f  I had t h e  money t o  c r o s s  t h e  

N i l e  or! a f a lucca ,  which i s  one of t he  n a t i v e  s a i l b o a t s ,  o r  being 

taken  across ,  which always r e s u l t e d  i n  a l o t  of haggl ing of haw 

much t o  pay, and then not  being l e f t  off t h e  o t h e r  shore un l e s s  I 

would pay a l i t t l e  more, r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  there .  

And of course t h e  tremendous hea t ,  which was not  unusual t o  have 

105 ar!d 110 degrees. Out i n  t h e  oper- i n  t h e  sun, w i t h  t h e  

tremendous r e f l e c t i o n  of t he  sand of the  d e s e r t  wasn't exac t ly  

easy. But never the less ,  I managed t o  go t h a t  r o u t e  a number of 

times, and w i t h i n  a few days, I had opened up the  en t r ance  t o  a n  

underground tomb. 

I t  had no t  beer! t o o  badly d i s turbed ,  o t h e r  than  I would say 

by sand t h a t  had flown in s ide ,  and apparen t ly  had not been 

discovered, o t h e r  than by predatory animals,  and none of t h e  two-

legged kind. I found a success ion  of t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  tombs, one 

above t h e  o ther ,  d a t i n g  back from seve ra l  thousand y e a r s  t o  t h e  

H e l l e n i s t i c  period, which was of course t h e  youngest. I found 



what i s n ' t  very  of t e n  found i n  Egypt, co f f in s ,  two c o f f i n s  made 

o u t  of palm wood. ?hey had mounted on t h e  o u t s i d e  a carv ing  of 

t h e  person who was buried i n  t h a t  co f f in ,  t h i s  i s  one of them 

[shows p i c tu re ] .  I n  t y p i c a l  fash ion ,  they were ve ry  minutely 

carved and scu lp ted-  

Glaser :  Tha t ' s  t h e  mask you ' re  po in t ing  t o ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Y e s .  But then,  i n  a  s te reo typed  fash ion ,  were ove r l a id  what  i s  

known a s  gesso. It's a mix ture  of gypsum and then i s  being 

painted. It was a lways  very s tereotyped.  This  happened t o  be 

t h e  tomb of a  husband and wife ,  and I have both masks. There was 

a l o t  of po t te ry ,  q u i t e  a b i t  of i t  broker- The usual  t h i n g s  

t h a t  you f i n d  i n  Egypt ian tom 

a t  t h e  t i m e .  We needed new s h i r t s  because, being s o  s h o r t  of 

water ,  w e  would wear our uniforms u n t i l 1  the  comfor t s  of home. 

Glaser :  Did you have t o  worry about scorp ions  when you went  i n t o  t h e  

cave? 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, yes  and n a  I guess I d idn ' t  worry p a r t i c u l a r l y  about 

anything. I t h ink  I had t o  worry a  l i t t l e  b i t  more of be ing  

s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  Egyptian f e l l a h i m  or  nomads, who were  very eager  

always. t o  f i n d  t h i ~ g s  t h a t  they could sell  t o  t o u r i s t s .  Because 

tourism dur ing  t h a t  time was p r a c t i c a l l y  nonexis tent ,  f o r  obvious 



reasons, but s t i l l  they could have sold i t  f o r  c i g a r e t t e s  o r  

blankets  or o ther  things t o  so ld iers .  A t  l e a s t  i n  Cairo--not 

around where we were. So I had t o  worry much more about being 

supr ised  by some of the  n a t i v e  inhabi tants ,  whom I'd f e e l  t h a t  i t  

was j u s t  an  easy taking f o r  them t o  get  ahold of it, and s e l l  it 

So I always had t o  c w e r  my tracks,  too, and c lose  things up 

reasonably well so  t h a t  i t  wouldn' t be too noticeable.  

I did f ind  a l s o  a mummy, and i t  had a papyrus g i l t  mask. 

That was wrapped i n  t h e  typ ica l  mummy clo th ,  which a f t e r  b e t t e r  

than two thousand years  withstood a washing, i n  soap suds, and i s  

s t i l l  so s t rong t h a t  one cannot t e a r  it. I t  came t o t a l l y  clean. 

inc identa l ly .  I had t o  be very s e l e c t i v e  of what I could take, 

obviously, because I had t o  carry i t  out  on my shoulders. I had 

t o  do i t  s o  i t  wasn't t oo  t e r r i b l y  noticeable,  s o  i t  had t o  f i t  

more or  l e s s  i n t o  a backpack. The t a sk  s t a r t e d  off  of carrying 

ou t  th ings  t h a t  I would have l i k e d  t o  have w i t h  me, arid I did 

r e s t r i c t  myself t o  things t h a t  were i n  pe r fec t  shape and had not  

been broken yet.  I brought a l i t t l e  c o l l e c t i o n  ou t  of there ,  

documenting where each one had come fran. 

I have t o  say t h a t  I didn't have much compunction, because 

knowing how a t  t h a t  t ime a n t i q u i t i e s  and f i n d s  were t r e a t e d  i n  

Egypt, .destroyed because they were taken out by marauders 

general ly speaking* of which of course I was one too, and then 



so ld  t o  people who didn ' t  understand what  i t  was a l l  about. o r  

what t h e  v a l u e  of i t  was. P lus  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I have t o  admi t  t o  

a c e r t a i n  d i s d a i n  f o r  our Egyptian f r i e c d s  of  t h e  t i m e ,  s i n c e  

they were t h e  k inds  of f r i e n d s  otle i s  b e t t e r  w i thou t ,  s i n c e  they 

had used w e r y  p o s s i b l e  oppor tun i ty  when t h i n g s  didn ' t  go w e l l  

f o r  us  t o  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  Germans, and a s  ou r  a l l ies  w i t h  our  own 

r i f l e s  atld ammunition, which \ w e  had given t o  them a s  a l l i e s ,  t o  

shoot  a t  us  from ambush. A s  i f  w e  didn't  have t o w o r r y  enough 

about  t h e  Germans a t t a c k i n g  us. 

So my f e e l i n g  was no t  t e r r i b l y  f r i e n d l y  and t e r r i b l y  kind, I 

have t o  admit. 

G la se r :  H m  long  were you i n  Egypt be fo re  moving on t o  I t a l y ?  

S c h i l l e r :  About a  y e a r  and a  h a l f ,  I guess .  I ' l l  j u s t  t e l l  y o u  how I 

managed, number ope, t o  g e t  a l l  t h i s  ou t  of Egypt, and number 

two, g e t  i t  home t o  P a l e s t i n e  Which was no t  a  very  s m a l l  f e a t .  

I have t o  admi t  I had t h e  cotlnivatlce and h e l p  of my commatlding 

o f f i c e r ,  who was i t l t r igued  by what I was doing, and i n t r i g u e d  by 

my finds. Since we were  working on h ighly  s e c r e t  m a t e r i a l ,  

namely maps, we had t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  move c r a t e s  and ca se s  and 

boxes from one headquarter  t o  another  wi thout  ever  havitlg t o  open 

i t  f o r  .anyone Including,  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  l o c a l  customs 

o f f i c i a l s .  So, whetl I knew t h a t  we were  going t o  m w e  out  of 



I 

Egypt, or  when i t  was reasonably c l e a r  t h a t  we would soon mwe 

ou t  of Egypt, I packaged everything very ca re fu l ly  i n  a  c r a t e  o r  

i ~ .a box, which was labeled  vlMaps" t o  be del ivered by cour ier  a t  

GHQ, Jerusalem. I was designated a s  the  courier ,  and t h a t  was my 

l a s t  t r i p  back home before knowing t h a t  I would go t o  Europe. 

mean, I knew it, of course I couldn't publicly admit t o  anything. 

But I d i d  know t h a t  we were going somewhere, t o  Europe. 

That's one of the  two t imes t h a t  I crossed t h e  Sinai  Desert 

by truck, r a the r  than by r a i l  road. I was on an  army t ruck which 

was going t o  Jerusalem anyway, and i t  had my c r a t e  on it, and i t  

had me on i t  We got t o  Jerusalem, t o  GHQ, and t h e r e  was a note 

t o  the  map o f f i c e r  there saying t h a t  the cour ie r  was e n t i t l e d  t o  

a s m a l l  pickup truck, and was supposed t o  de l ive r  i t  a t  a  

d i f f e r e n t  address. That was being i n  Talpioth, a t  our house. 

That 's  h m  I got i t  there. 

The most d i f f i c u l t  thing, inc identa l ly ,  was t o  bring i t  i n t o  

the  United Sta tes ,  much more d i f f i c u l t  [laughs] thar. ge t t ing  i t  

out of Egypt, o r  f o r  t h a t  matter  ge t t ing  i t  out of then 

P a l e s t i n e  The only way t h a t  I could get  i t  i n t o  the  United 

S t a t e s  was t o  count OF. t h e  l a c k  of understanding of an American 

customs o f f i c e r  f o r  what i t  r e a l l y  was. The f a c t  i s  tha t  pot tery  

i n  the.Middle East today i s  s t i l l  looking p re t ty  much the  same, 

a t  l e a s t  fo r  the  layman's eye, a s  pottery two or th ree  thousand 



y e a r s  ago. So I had added t o  i t  some of t h e  po t t e ry  t h a t  was 

a v a i l a b l e  on any Middle Eas te rn  open a i r  market, f o r  pennies. 

And had 1i s t e d  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  c r a t e  i n  which a l l  t h i s  was  

accanodated t h a t  t h e s e  were household goods. 

Most w i l l i n g l y ,  I opened up t h e  c r a t e  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

o f f i c e r ,  and h e  looked a t  i t s s a n d  a f t e r  r e m w i n g  some of t h e  

s t raw,  he  said.  'What a r e  you b r ing ing  a l l  t h i s  junk i n  h e r e  t o  

t h e  United S t a t e s ?  Don't you know we have b e t t e r  p o t s  thar? 

t h a t ?  

I said.  ' W e l l ,  s i r  I d idn ' t  know," and I was a t t ached  t o  it, 

and my w i f e  was used t o  cook i n  t he se  u t e n s i l s .  

"Okay, c lo se  i t  up." [ laughs]  

Glaser  : 	 These were musem p ieces  t h a t  you had. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. They are. And they have been shown here,  and I 've  loar?ed 

them t o  museums, and i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  though w e  have n o t  y e t  

decided what should happen t o  them, but  u l t i m a t e l y  probably they 

w i l l  go t o  	a museum. 

The o the r  t h i n g  t h a t  I wanted t o  mention is, I s a i d  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  was one of two t imes  t h a t  I went by l o r r y  through 



t h e  S i n a i  Desert, but  normally I was going OE a t roop  t r a i n  

Normally--there were only a few t imes  t h a t  I was permi t ted  t o  go 

home f o r  a weekend o r ,  once, a week. 

The crush on t h e s e  t r a i n s  was unbe l iwab le ,  and people would 

s l e e p  i n  the  baggage n e t s  which were a b w e  the  sea ts .  O r  s l e e p  

s t and ing  up. and I 've  learned  t o  s l e e p  s tanding  up i n  a corner. 

O r ,  s l eep ing  i n  w h a t w e r  p o s i t i o ~ l  you were i n  One would s leep ,  

because of t h e  tremendous h e a t  and t h e  l e n g t h s  of t h e  t rave l .  

Oce b a s i c a l l y  was exhausted from these  t r i p s ,  and one was a l r eady  

exhausted before  t hese  t r i p s ,  s o  no ma t t e r  which way one looked 

a t  i t ,  one would s leep .  

Glaser :  How do you g e t  by t r a i n ?  There i s  t h e  Suez Canal i n  between? 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, t h e  Suez Canal can be crossed. 

Glaser  : You g e t  f e r ry - - t r a in  f e r r i e s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, you have br idges,  and--well, t he  t r a i n  a c t u a l l y  c ros ses  on 

a bridge. A t  Q u a n t a r a  I n  any case, 03 one of these  t r i p s ,  my 

very  s p e c i a l  and pr ized possession. f o r  which I had saved and 

saved and saved, namely a [ l i k e r ?  l i k a ? ] .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was a n  

unusual one; i t  was a Russian-made i m i t a t i o n  of a l i k a ,  because I 

couldn't  a f fo rd  a Germar! l i ka .  I t  was s t o l e n  Though one 



becomes very  s e n s i t i v e  t o  being touched, but  i n  a l l  t h i s  pushing 

and throngs  of people and cons tan t  s topping  and going, you do not  

f e e l  t h a t  something i s  being c u t  o f f  y o u  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was a  

~ o r m a l  t h i n g  t h a t  on s t r e e t c a r s  i n  Cairo, s o l d i e r s  wouldn't 

n o t i c e  t h a t  somebody cu t  through a  watchband, and l i f t e d  i t  o f f  

them, and the  next  time they wanted t o  l ook  what time i t  was, 

they had no  watch. Pickpockets a r e  f a n t a s t i c  i n  Cairo, 

a b s o l u t e l y  unbel ievable .  

IF. f a c t ,  t h e  one time L o t t e  came t o  v i s i t  me, s h e  had orJy  

two possess ions  t h a t  she  had w i t h  her ,  namely h e r  whole Engl i sh  

pound, which was tremendous, t h a t  s h e  had saved i n  order  t o  have 

some spending money i n  Cairo, and she  was going t o  be there. h d  

h e r  passport ,  l i f t e d  on t h e  f i r s t  s t r e e t c a r  r i d e  t h a t  s h e  took. 

Without wer no t i c ing .  

I n  any case, my l i k a  was gone, somew he re  on t h e  t r i p ,  and I 

didn ' t  t h i n k  I would w e r  s e e  i t  again. I r epo r t ed  i t  t o  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  u n i t s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  po l ice ,  and of course, they 

laughed and s a i d ,  'Well, goodbye. " 

The next t ime, on my way back i n  f a c t ,  when I came t o  Cairo, 

I had t o  c ros s  from one r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  t o  another ,  t o  go back 

on t h e ~ H e l w a n  l i n e  towards our caves. I t o o k a  taxi-- that  was  

t h e  only way I could make connection, j u s t  on t i m e .  He was 



I 

d r i v i n g  m e  through t h e  a c i t y  of Cairo--from one s t a t i o n  t o  

another--and I was looking  o u t  of t h e  window, and I saw a photo 

shop. W e l l ,  i t  is  noth ing  unusual t o  see a major photo shop i n  

t he  streets of Cairo, and h e  had a d i sp l ay  of L ikas  i n  t h e  

w indow. And I saw t h a t ,  i n  glancing. For some s t r ange  reason, 

asked him t o  s top,  and I jumped o u t  and I r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  street 

and I looked, and s u r e  enough, which is easy enough t o  see 

because t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  i s  i n  Russian, t h e r e  was a Russian L i k a  

I was reasonably c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  was mine. I don't know why--I 

had t h a t  ve ry  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g ,  you know. I t  was mine. 

So I went i n t o  t h i s  s t o r e  and asked t h e  owner t o  show me 

t h a t  L ika  w i t h  the  s t r a n g e  in sc r ip t i o r ,  I looked a t  i t ,  I opened 

i t  up, and I had engraved on t h e  i n s i d e  p l a t e  my army number. 

Yes, i t  was  my L i k a  So, I s a i d  t o  him I was  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  i t ,  

and he  s a id ,  'Well, t h a t ' s  s o  much." 

I s a id ,  "No. You misw.derstand. This  i s  mine; i t  was 

s t o l e n  from me." And I pointed t o  t h e  number. 

He go t  very e x c i t e d  and s a i d  a s o l d i e r  had s o l d  i t  t o  him, 

e t c . ,  e tc .  

"I don ' t  be1  i e v e  it. I don ' t  t h i n k  a s o l d i e r  had s o l d  i t  t o  

you." I th rea tened  him w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  po l ice ,  and w i t h  t h e  



c i v i l  pol ice. There was a g r e a t  to-do. I managed t o  s t o p  a 

policeman, who came i n  and a s su red  m e  t h a t  i t  would be s e a l e d  

u n t i l  t h e  mat te r  was going t o  be s t r a igh t ened  out. 

I n  c e g o t i a t i o n  between t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  and t h e  c i v i l  

po l ice ,  t h e  Lika was r e tu rned  t o  m e  two days be fo re  w e  went t o  

I t a l y .  

G la se r :  	 So then, from you t r i p  t o  A n l i  t o  Jerusalem, you went back t o  

your pos t  i n  Egypt, and l e f t  f o r  I t a l y  f r a n  t h e r e ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	Yes. 

Glaser :  	 And what was your d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  I t a l y ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, the  d e s t i r a t i o n  i n  I t a l y  was southern  I t a ly .  We didn ' t  

know where w e  were  going. We were not  t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  

I t a l y ,  o r  anywhere else. We were being shipped; w e  were mwed, 

l o r r i e s  and a l l ,  t o  Suez, and from Suez w e  boarded a s h i p  which 

was c e r t i f i e d  f o r  600 passengers. We were about  2,000--not j u s t  

our company, but a l l  t h e  people who were on i t  I was very lucky 

t h a t  I had 	 been a b l e  t o  s l e e p  on deck, and I fou?d  myself placed 

under a l i f e b o a t ,  because t h e  poor people who were  below deck a l l  

got sick. 	 Well, a c t u a l l y ,  everybody got s ick ,  w i t h  some kind of 

d y s e ~ t e r y .  	The smell, j u s t  anyt ime someone would open a hatch 



and go dcrwn, was j u s t  i nc red ib l e .  I t  was awful. 

One didn ' t  r e a l l y  know what was going t o  be worse: t o  be 

attacked--af t e r  a l l ,  we did go i n  a  convoy-at tacked by t h e  

Germans, perhaps sunk, o r  being on t h e  ship. In  f a c t ,  many 

people didn't c a re  any more, because they were s o  miserable ,  t h a t  

anyth ing  t h a t  would have ended t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  journey would have 

been we1 caned. 

Glaser :  	 H m  mar!y days did i t  take  you t o  g e t  t o  your des t ina t ion?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 It took about  t h ree  o r  four  days. I don't r e c a l l  exactly.  But 

we wer!t by a  very c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  The only t ime  i n  my l i f e  

t h a t  I've seer! Greece was t h a t  time, but  I didn't s e e  Greece. 

A 1 1  I k?lew--

##end t ape  	11 s i d e  a,  begin t ape  11 s i d e  b  

All I knew was t h a t  i t  was Greece, and of course  Greece was 

occupied by t h e  Germans. This  was a  t ime t h a t  they would a t t a c k  

r e l e n t l e s s l y  any sh ip  t h a t  they could possibly attick. The 

number of da i ly  s ink ings  i n  t h e  Mediterranean were trem endous. 

So, I guess i t  was my personal good fo r tune  t h a t  we weren't 

a t tacked.  We got  a l l  t h e  way t o  I t a l y ,  pas t  S ic i ly- -S ic i ly  had 

been ir! our hands a t  t h a t  t i m e  And beyond t h a t ,  a lmost  a l l  t h e  



way t o  Naples, was i n  All ied hands. 

We landed i n  Taranto, and coming from Egypt in, I th ink i t  

was f a l l ,  where i t  was s t i l l  t e r r i b l y  hot  i n  Egypt, t o  Europe. i t  

was already t e r r i b l y  cold, a t  l e a s t  f o r  our feel ings.  We were 

quar tered  i n  t en t s ,  and i n  con t ras t  t o  the  American army, we 

never had any bedding o r  beds. We always s l e p t  on t h e  ground. 

Didn't have anything but  what was known a s  a mummy-bag, which was 

an  army blanket  sewn shut  w i t h  a zipper. That, plus any b lankets  

t h e  q u a r t e r  master  was w i l l i n g  t o  i s s u e  a t  any given time, was 

t h e  only protec t ion  we had. We didn't have any rea l  protec t ion  

aga ins t  moisture on the ground, o ther  than a so-called ground 

sheet,  which was i n  s h o r t  supply and I didn't have one a t  the  

t i m e .  I t  was ra in ing  t o r r e n t i a l l y ,  and s ince  t h i s  was a so-

ca l l ed  t r a n s i t  camp, which was not being maintained by a u n i t  

other  than the  people who would come i n t o  it, we weren't used t o  

r a i n s  of t h a t  kind--not a t  t h i s  t ime  of year, a t  least--had no 

channels t o  d ive r t  t h e  r a i n  around the  t en t s ,  s o  the next morning 

when we woke up we were i n  t h e  middle of a river.  So t o  say. 

[laughs] I t  was j u s t  water  running aver the surface,  but s t i l l  

we were t o t a l l y  wet and miserable, and our things were wet, and 

our belongings were wet. Everything was wet. 

But nevertheless,  t h e  sun came out, and a s  i t  does i n  I t a l y ,  

and i t  was beaut i fu l ,  blue sky, everything was gorgeous. And, 



w e r y  th ing  e l  se--f or  me a t  1east--was soon forgotten, because I 

got a pass t h a t  I could go ou t  f o r  a day, and reconnoi t re  the  

surroundings. I was tremendously intrigued. I had been i n  t h e  

area a s  a chi ld,  but n w e r  s i n c e  I had been i n  S i c i l y  a s  a 

child. I discovered what i s  known a s  trulli, which i s  a specia l  

form of rough and almost more than j u s t  rough, i t  i s  a way of 

using f ie lds tones ,  and arranging them i n  c i r c l e s  coming i n  t h e  

end t o  a point,  t o  bridge the span w i t h i n  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  room. 

They crea ted  t h e  impression of rounded cones of pyramids, 

ac tual ly ,  which a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i s  very in te res t ing ,  and a l s o  

shcrws how inventive people a r e  Of course, without t h e  he lp  of 

a n  engineer or a r c h i t e c t ,  t o  do th ings  when they didn't have t h e  

ma te r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  normally being used t o  span roofs, l i k e  

timbers. I t a l y  i s  very shor t  of timbers; always has been So 

they developed t h i s  kind of a form. So I had a f i e l d  day and 

severa l  l a t e r  on were moved t o  Naples, withit.. a few days. 

We were quartered i n  t h e  Royal Palace, which wasn't very 

royal where we were quartered. Those were the  advanced 

headquarters of the  All ied armies. Pret ty soon we were doing 

again what we had been doing i n  Egypt, except t h a t  we did i t  t h i s  

t ime a l l  out of our l o r r i e s ,  and very soon, a s  t h e  f r o n t  mwed 

forward through I t a l y ,  we followed it. I remember very c l e a r l y  

tha t  Rome was being occupied by All ied forces, and l ibera ted .  

That Christmas was the  f i r s t  time--during the  w a r - t h a t  I got 



permission t o  go f o r  a few days vacation--leave, t o  Rome. That 

was usually done by hi tchhiking on l o r r i e s  going i n  that--army 

lorr ies .  Nothing else-- there was no other t r a f f i c  Going t o  

Rome. I saw the des t ruct ion t h a t  happened a s  the  Al l i e s  had 

progressed, and t h e  Germans had destroyed whatever they could. 

Ruthlessly destroyed whatever they could. 

I had t h e  pr iv i lege  of being a t  St. Peters  Christmas Eve f o r  

t h e  then very unusual happening, namely t h a t  the  Pope was l ead ing  

t h e  Mass. I t  wasn't--historically had never been done, on high 

holidays, t h a t  the Pope would read the Mass himself. But t h i s  

was dote i n  ce lebra t ion of t h e  A l l i e s  having l i b e r a t e d  Rome, and 

i t  was a tremendous event t o  see  a l l  the  var ious  Allied armies, 

Poles and French ar.d Canadian, Indians, and Pales t in ians ,  and 

absolute ly  everybody who served, Americans of course, 

Australians, New Zealanders, a l l  assembled i n  t h e  g rea t  church of 

St. Peter. I t  was q u i t e  an  w e n t .  

In  f a c t ,  t h e  next day, on Christmas Day, the  Pope gave a 

public and then pr ivate  audience to--it  was Pius X I 1  still. Was 

i t  X I 1  or  XIII--I never know--but X I 1  I think. I don't th ink 

the re  was a XIIIth. I t  was XIItk-who had been, before the  war, 

and t h e  Papal Nuncio ir .  Berl in,  s o  he spoke German of course. He 

spoke mar?y other  languages, a s  popes very ofter. do. I was one of 

those who, fo r  one reason or another, got  i n t o  t h e  so-called 



p r i v a t e  audience. which meant t h a t  we were received i n  a room i n  

t h e  Vatican, and h e  would go around and t a l k  t o  individuals .  He 

came towards me and he  looked a t  my e p a l e t s  which. f o r  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  audience, did say t h a t  it crossed P a l e s t i n a  So he 

addressed me i n  Hebrew. He said. 'Where a r e  you from. my son?" 

i n  Hebrew. 

I said.  "Fran Jerusalem. " 

He s a i d ,  'What's your name?" 

I sa id .  "Hans S c h i l l e r .  " 

"Oh. " he sa id .  "hmm. So you speak German?l1 

I said.  'Yes. Your Holiness. I do speak German, but  I p re fe r  

not  t 0. " 

He said. "I understand." But h e  did speak German f o r  a 

moment. He s a i d  i n  German. "I do understand only too  well." 

the^. he said.  "Oh. did you go t o  school i n  Germany?" 

I said.  "Yes. " 

"Oh." h e  said.  " in a humanistic gym~asium or Real Schule?" 



I s a i d ,  "Humanistic gymnasium. " 

'Qh." h e  said,  ' ' w e l l ,  then. I might a s  w e l l  speak L a t i n  w i t h  

y o u "  [ laughs]  And h e  qu ick ly  s a i d  a few t h i n g s  i n  La t in ,  and I 

was s t i l l  reasonably f l u e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I've f o r g o t t e n  most of 

t h e s e  things.  So h e  was very. pleased. He put  h i s  hands on my 

shoulders ,  acd s a i d ,  "I wish  you w e r y  t h i n g  of t h e  bes t ,  and may 

God be w i t h  you, and t h a t  you come o u t  of t h i s  war a l i v e "  He 

was very p leasan t .  

I d id  say t o  him, which a t  t h e  t i m e  a t  l e a s t  was t h e  f a c t s  

a s  we k ~ e w  them. I s a i d  t o  him t h a t  I was g r a t e f u l  f o r  h i s  

i m e r f e r e n c e  and h e l p  t o  Jews, and f o r  churches having h iddec  

Jews i c  many areas .  He sa id ,  'Well, t h a t ' s  our  duty a s  humans, 

and c e r t a i d y  we have t o  do w h a t w e r  we can. I t  i s n ' t  a lways  

enough. " 

Well, a p a r t  from t h a t  of course t o  me, it was a  tremendous 

experience,  a t  t h a t  t ime, a s  a n  a d u l t ,  t o  s e e  Rome, and I had my 

camera w i t h  me, and I d id  what  I have done eve r  s ince ,  t h a t  I 

have c o l l e c t e d  examples of a r c h i t e c t u r e  v i a  the  camera  Of 

course,  I had only b lack  and w h i t e  f i lm.  Color f i l m  was no t  

w i t h i n . r e a c h  f o r  any of us. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  army had no 

col o r  f i lm.  P r a c t i c a l l y  none, and f o r  survey purposes, t h e  



Americans were already using color  film. But we were t h e  poor 

r e l a t i o n s  and poor a l l i e s ,  and w e  worked wi th  black and white. 

Of course. I couldn't use any f i lm t h a t  was handed t o  us f o r  

o f f i c i a l  purposes, but I had the  luck, which wasn't t h e  luck  of 

som ebody e l  see obviously, t o  f i n d  a shot down German reconnisance 

plane, and I was sent  a t  the  time t o  look a t  it, and see  whether 

t h e r e  were any instruments t h a t  were of i n t e r e s t  t o  us. and t h a t  

we could f i n d  out  how t h e  Germans were doing this.  lhey were 

ac tual ly  f a r  ahead of any nat ion a s  f a r  a s  survey techniques were 

concerned. We knew that.  For one thing, they had much b e t t e r  

cameras, much b e t t e r  instruments than we had. And a l s o  t h e i r  

technique was developed t o  a point  which was f a r  beyond what we 

had. So, f o r  many reasons i t  was of i n t e r e s t  t o  look a t  that .  

I found, i n  tha t  plane, i n  one of the cameras, 35 mi l l ime te r  

f i lm,  Agva I t ' s  German Which was so  tremendously f ine  g ra in  

tha t  I've never s ince  found a f i lm t h a t  equals it. I t  was a very 

slow film, but t h a t  didn't r e a l l y  matter. I've found enough of 

i t ,  i t  l a s t e d  me f o r  the  r e s t  of the  war, and thousands of 

p ic tu res  which I took a l l  w e r  I t a ly .  

I should r e a l l y  backtrack f o r  one moment, i f  t h a t  i s  a l l  

r i g h t  This i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  out of order, I ' m  sorry t o  say, but' -

I should go back f o r  0r.e moment t o  two occurrences during t h e  



t i m e  t h a t  I was s t i l l  i n  Egypt, and i n  f a c t  s t i l l  engaged i n  

t r a i n i n g  o f f i ce r s .  I had mentioned a t  t h e  t ime  t h a t  p a r t  of my 

d u t i e s  cons i s t ed  of t ak ing  t h e  cade t s  dur ing  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  on a 

t r i p  t o  t h e  wes t e rn  dese r t ,  t o  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s ,  and t o  teach  

them--they had been t augh t  hcrw t o  do it, but  t o  g e t  used t o  f r o n t  

l i n e  condi t ions ,  and t o  l i f t  mines, and t o  observe t h e  d u t i e s  of 

an  engineer ing  compaqr i n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s .  

I want t o  mention two things:  One was t h a t ,  and t h a t  was 

near  Tobruk, a t  a t  t ime  when of course  Tobruk had f a l l e n  t o  us, 

and w e  were expec t ing  t o  be resuppl ied  by boat. We were 

expec t ing  a convoy t o  arrive.  We had hoped f o r  it; we were out 

of t h e  most impor tan t  commodity, namely water.  Food was minimal 

a t  t h e  t i m e .  We needed new s h i r t s  because, be ing  s o  s h o r t  of 

water ,  we would wear our  uniforms u n t i l  they would f a l l  off us, 

because we c e r t a i n l y  couldn't  waste wa te r  on washing s h i r t s  and 

pants. We had t o  shave, no m a t t e r  whether  w e  had o r  didn ' t  have 

water ,  o r  however l i t t l e  water--we always had water ,  of course. 

U n d e r - t h e  r a t i o n  was two canteens  a man a day, f o r  everything. 

%o  1ittl e canteens,  f o r  washing, d r i n k i ~ g ,  cooking--every thing.  

Well, be  t h a t  a s  i t  may, a l l  t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l s  had t o  come 

more or  l e s s  by boat, and i t  was announced t h a t  a convoy of f i v e  

s h i p s  was on t h e  way and should a r r i v e  any t i m e .  Nothing d id  

a r r i v e ,  and t h e  next morning a badly b a t t e r e d  s h i p  shawed up, and 



moored Tobruk. We went aboard t o  unload i t .  

We a l s o  had a r a t i on ;  o f f i c e r s  would g e t  a  b o t t l e  of whiskey 

w e r y  two weeks, and when t h e r e  was whiskey, we were e n t i t l e d  t o  

h a l f  a b o t t l e  i n  t h a t  t i m e  So, he re  we were looking  f o r  water ,  

ammunition, food, o the r  suppl ies--clothing,  etc.--and guess  what? 

The only s h i p  t h a t  made i t  through, t h a t  wasn't sunk, was nothing 

but  whiskey. [laughs 1 

W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of New Zealanders,  and Aus t r a l i ans  i n  

t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  time, and they welcomed us no m a t t e r  what. But, 

I have t o  say t h a t  I was somewhat aghast ,  and many o t h e r s  were 

aghast ,  t h a t  t h a t  was a l l  we could find. I f  i t  was possible ,  I 

would have learned  t o  h a t e  whiskey. W e l l ,  I don't. But i t  

wasn ' t  t h a t  important t o  me, s h a l l  we say. 

But t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  s i d e  s t o r y  which i s  r a the r ' s ad .  A few 

days l a t e r ,  Tobruk changed hands a g a i n  I t  has  changed hands a 

number of t imes  i n  t h e  course of t h e  war i n  t h e  deser t ,  and we 

had t o  withdraw. We were t o l d  t o  l e a v e  every th ing  behind, o the r  

than  r i f l e s  and ammunition, and our backpack, and wa te r  and food 

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make i t  o u t  of there .  

Some of us had t o  go on foo t ;  o t h e r s  were lucky and had been 

taken  aboard v a r i o u s  motor v e h i c l e s  t h a t  were p u l l i n g  out. We 



came across a group of ANZACS--Austral ians  and New Zealanders-- 

who were s tagger ing  along, i n  the  tremendous hea t  i n  the  deser t ,  

car ry ing t h e i r  r i f l e s ,  and carry ing a s  much of t h e  whiskey a s  

they could possibly carry. Whole c r a t e s  and boxes f u l l  of 

whiskey. 

Glaser: 	 Hw did you ge t  your a r t i f a c t s  out  a t  t h a t  point? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, n a  They weren't there. They were in--I wasn't t h e r e  yet.  

I didn't  have any a r t i f a c t s .  I said,  I ' m  going back some other  

t ime t o  t h e  very beginning of my service,  when I was on t h e s e -  

w e r y  t h r e e  weeks f o r  about one week on t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s .  

I understand t h a t  they wouldc't l e t  go; many mar?y were 

caught by t h e  Germacs who w e r r a n  them. Many were k i l l e d  by t h e  

Germans, j u s t  because they i n s i s t e d  on carrying the  whiskey wi th  

them. That's something t h a t  i sn ' t  easy t o  forget ,  t h a t  people 

can become so dependent on a ma te r i a l  thing, whether i t 's alcohol 

o r  something e l se ,  t h a t  they fo rge t  t h e i r  own safe ty ,  fo rge t  what 

they're supposed t o  be doing, j u s t  because h e r e  i s  a chance f o r  

them t o  have more of t h e  same, and more than t h e  other  person. 

But another s t range  occurrence I want t o  mention t o a  

should\have sa id  t h a t  during my yea r s  i n  Pa les t ine  and Jerusalem, 

a s  a very young man, long before the  war, I apparently contracted 

I 



som e myster ious t r o p i c a l  disease,  which most doc to r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  

thought  was m a l a r i a  b u t  i t  wasn't. Some doc to r s  l a t e r  on  had 

s a i d  i t  was Malta  Fever. But i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s i m i l a r  e f f e c t s  a s  

malar ia ,  namely sudden a t t a c k s  of h igh  temperature ,  and then  

a f t e r  a few days i t  would subside.  So nobody paid t e r r i b l y  much 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, bu t  on one of t h e s e  weeks i n  t h e  wes t e rn  dese r t ,  

I had ano the r  one of those  a t t acks ,  and I was s e n t  t o  a f i e l d  

h o s p i t a l  by my cmmanding o f f i c e r .  

I t  was i n  a  l a r g e  t e n t  somewhere i n  t h e  deser t .  Since i t  

only a t t a c k s  on c e r t a i n  times of t he  day, I was p e r f e c t l y  normal 

most of t h e  time, and would walk  around ar.d f e l t  e s s e n t i a l l y  

happy t o  be a b l e  t o  res t .  One day or,e of t h e  nu r se s  came t o  me 

and sa id .  "I u n d e r s t a ~ d  you speak German. " 

I sa id .  'Well, I do speak German, b u t  r e l u c t a n t l y . "  

She said.  ' W e l l .  I understand t h a t .  But we have a p r i soce r  

of war  h e r e  who i s  i n  very bad s h a p e  We would l i k e  t o  h e l p  him; 

we would l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  him. I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  

i s  anyth ing  t h a t  we can do f o r  him. He's no t  going t o  make it; 

he's going t o  die. But could we ask you t o  h e l p  us?  Because h e  

doesn't seem t o  understand or doesn't  want t o  understand Engl ish,  

ar.d c o d d  you t r a m l a t e  f o r  us?" 



I sa id ,  "Of course." 

I remember very c l e a r l y  when s h e  said,  he's beer? badly h u r t  

and he's going t o  d ie ,  t h a t  I'd f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  h e  was a German 

And I'd f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t hese  were t h e  people who were shoot ing  a t  

us. I jus t - - I  walked i n t o  t h e  room w i t h  h e r  and a doctor,  and I 

only saw a s u f f e r i n g  human being. He was l y i n g  on h i s  be l ly ,  and 

h e  had beer. caught i n  a burning tank. Couldn't make i t  out ,  o r  

t o o  l a t e .  H i s  back was t o t a l l y  burned, t o t a l l y  charred. He must 

have been i n  tremendous p a i n  ?hey had giver. him a n  i n j e c t i o r ?  

j us t  then, and I couldn't see  h i s  face ,  couldn't s ee  anything 

o the r  than a s u f f e r i n g  human being. 

I s a i d  t o  him i n  German, whether t h e r e  was anything t h a t  I 

could do f o r  him. 

When h e  heard German, he reacted.  He made a treniendous 

e f f o r t ,  and I must say tremendous e f f o r t ,  t o  t u r n  h i s  head and 

r a i s e  h imsel f  a l i t t l e ,  t o  s e e  who was talking--speaking German 

t o  him. He took one look a t  me, ar.d we both recognized each 

other. It didn ' t  change anything f o r  m e .  He had been a fe l low 

s tuden t  i n  Ber l i r .  a t  t h e  Grunewald Gymnasium, and one of t h o s e  

who had persecuted Jews  and persecuted me i n  pa r t i cu l a r .  I 

couldnt.t r e a l l y  have f o r g o t t e n  h i s  face. I sa id  t o  him, "Is 

t h e r e  a r y t h i c g  a t  a l l  I can do f o r  you?'' 



In s t ead  of replying,  he r a i s e d  h imse l f - - i t  must have been a 

tremendous e f f  ort--and turned  h i s  head a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ,  s p a t  a t  

m e ,  and s a i d ,  *CYou Goddamn t r a i t o r , "  i n  German. And died. 

To m e ,  t h a t  did shake m e .  That a  person could be s o  f u l l  of 

hatred-he knew he was dying, obviously. H e  knew t h e r e  was 

l i t t l e  arybody could do f o r  him. But I mean, we would have done 

anyth ing  w e  could t o  h e l p  him. I f  he could have been saved, h e  

would have been saved. I f  h e  wanted t o  d i c t a t e  a  l e t t e r - o r  

anything of t h e  kind, o r  say send t h i s  t o  my p a r e n t s  o r  whatever,  

i t  would have been done, of course.  

Both t h e  cu r se  and t h e  doctor  were s tanding  t h e r e  w i t h  me, 

and wi tnessed  it, d i d ~ l tq u i t e  understand and said,  "What d id  you 

say t o  him?" 

I to1 d them what I had s a i d  t o  him. They were t o t a l l y  

shaken by t h i s  occurrecce. They had seen people die ,  obviously.  

Ar.d they had seen  people h u r t  worse than  tha t .  But never had 

they experiecced t h a t  kind of ha t red ,  cont inu ing  ha t r ed  no m a t t e r  

i n  what cond i t i on  t h e  person was. It's a s t r ange  inc idence  of 

f a t e ,  a c t u a l l y ,  t o  run i n t o  somebody who one k ~ o w s  i n  war. It's 

somethicg I haven't f o rgo t t en ,  obviously. And i t  did shake m e .  

I t o o  have seen people die ,  f r i e n d s  die ,  and none h a s  r e a l l y  



shaken me a s  much a s  t h i s  occurrence, t o  see t o  what extent  

people, e s s e n t i a l l y  normal people, can be influenced by a 

misguided mwement t o  a point where they hardly can be considered 

human any more. 

##end tape  11 s ide  b, begin tape  1 2  s ide  a 

Well, I should go back t o  I ta ly .  That was j u s t  a n  as ide .  

And we come now t o  a t ime t h a t  t h e  war mwed towards Tuscany, and 

the  Poe Valley, and by the  time t h a t  i t  had moved i n  t h a t  

d i rec t ion ,  we mwed wi th  it. For the  longes t  t ime during t h e  

campaign i n  I t a l y ,  we were i n  Tuscany ou t s ide  of Sienna That 

was i n  winter .  It was b i t t e r  cold. 

But ,  we were quartered o r  were going t o  be quar tered  outs ide  

of Sienna, s l i g h t l y  south of Sienna, i n  a p lace-and f o r  some 

reasor? we understood t o  be ca l led  Santa Co1onr.a. Colonna of 

course means column. I have always questioned tha t ,  and I think 

i t  was r e a l l y  ca l led  Santa Colombe, t h e  holy dove. I t  was a 

typ ica l  h i l l t o p - - i t  wasn't a cas t l e ,  but  i t  was a, s h a l l  we say, 

a t  l e a s t  a b a r o ~ i a l  farmhouse. I t  was very elegant,  and several  

hundred yea r s  old. I t  had been used t o  quar t e r  some p a r t  of t h e  

German army, u n t i l  we got t h e r e  So we took i t  w e r ,  and our 

compazy took i t  wer .  I t  was a few miles  south of Sienna, a s  I 

sa id ,  but w i t h i n  easy reach of Sienna, so  we were ab le  t o  use our 



pickup t r u c k s  and go i n t o  Sienna on days off. Which was, 

perhaps, i f  anything i n  war can  be e n j  oyed, t h a t  was en j  o y a b l a  

A t  l e a s t  t o  m e  i t  was most enjoyable ,  and i t 's a n  a r e a  of I t a l y  

t h a t  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  lwe. 

We were qua r t e r ed  i n  t h e  main house of those  bu i ld ings ,  and 

i t  was t o t a l l y  surrounded--th.e whole complex--by a w a l l ,  which 

had l i t t l e  towers  on it. A t  one point,  one place,  i t  had a very 

t i n y  chapel,  b u i l t  a s  p a r t  of t h e  wal l .  The Germans had used t h e  

chapel,  and had qua r t e r ed  two ho r se s  i n  it. To ta l l y  desecrated,  

of course. There was no th ing  i n  i t  any more, o t h e r  than  s t r a w  

and ho r se  manure. We knew we were going t o  be i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  a 

ve ry  l o n g  t i m e .  We were t o l d  t h a t  from h e r e  on out ,  we were  

reasonably centered t o  a l l  operat ions,  and t h a t  we could set up 

o u r  shops and o u r  1o r r i e s ,  and d r a f t i n g  room i n s i d e  t h e  main 

bui lding.  And t h a t  w e  didn't  have t o  worry about mwing  t o o  soon 

again.  

There com e s  a  time, even ir!war, when one g e t s  very  t i r e d  of 

s l e e p i n g  on t h e  f loor .  And s l e e p i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  twenty o t h e r s  

i n  one room, and e a t i n g  t h e  same mishandled food every day. hd 

one of my f r i e n d s  and I--he was a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  I was a n  a r c h i t e c t ;  

h e  i s  now i n  Kew York a s  ar, archi tect--decided we should s e e  

whether  we could get  permiss ion  from our  commanding o f f i c e r  t o  

clear.  out  t h e  chapel, r e s t o r e  i t  a s  much t o  decency a s  was 



f e a s i b l e  w i thou t  maj o r  means, and whether  we could mwe i n t o  t h a t  

chapel.  

W e l l ,  a g a i n s t  a l l  expec ta t ions ,  we go t  permiss ion  t o  do sa 

We cleaned o u t  what r e a l l y  was a s t a b l e  a t  t h a t  po in t ,  and 

scrubbed i t  a l l ,  and found t h a t  w e  could j u s t  ba re ly  squeeze i n  

two beds. I should say t h a t  both of us  had bought some f o l d i n g  

beds i n  Egypt and c a r r i e d  them w i t h  us. So w e  didn ' t  have t o  

s l e e p  on t h e  f loor .  Which was kind of d i f f i c u l t  and hard and 

cold. Of course,  i t  was b i t t e r  cold,  whereas t h e  house had some 

kind of h e a t i n g  prwis ior? .  This didn't. It was snowing, and 

rairs ing o f f  and on. 

Looking a t  t h e  chapel, t h e r e  was a s tone  c i r c u l a r  s t a i r  

going up t h e  wal l .  It was very n a r r w  ;you could j u s t  bare ly  

squeeze around and g e t  up on t h e  w a l l .  I had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  we 

could bui ld--close t h e  en t r ance  t o  t h a t  s t a i r ,  w i t h  t he  excep t ion  

of a s m a l l  a rea ,  and use i t  a s  a chimney. And bu i ld  a f i r e  i n  

it, a s  a f i r e p l a c e  We did t ha t .  There was enough by way of 

vege t a t i on  and broken trees a ~ dt h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e  fo l l owing  

t h e  war, and n o t  having been tended f o r  y e a r s  by t h e  o r i g i n a l  

w n e r s  and i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h a t  we could every evening a f t e r  work 

bu i ld  a f i r e .  Once we had b u i l t  a f i r e ,  w e  decided we should 

t a l k  to  t h e  mess s e rgean t  and a s k  him whether we couldn't  g e t  t h e  

raw m a t e r i a l s ,  r a t h e r  than  t h e  f i n i s h e d  product [ laughs] ,  and 



made arrangements  t h a t  w e  would g e t  a few of t he se  things.  And 

t h e  compary a s  a whole, which was a l s o  t i r e d  of t he  bread 

de l ive ry  t h a t  we got  from t h e  B r i t i s h  army, which was t y p i c a l  

w h i t e  B r i t i s h  bread which t a s t e d  l i k e  p a p e r - h a s  no taste--and 

made arrangements  w i t h  peasants  i n  t h e  a r e a  around us  t h a t  w e  

would g ive  them f lou r ,  and they would bake some bread f o r  us, and 

they would keep some of t h e  f l ou r .  

So w e  had f a n t a s t i c  bread, and we a c t u a l l y  found ou t  t h a t  

t h e  army suppl ied  u s  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  meat and vege tab les ,  excep t  

they were i n v a r i a b l y  spo i l ed  by t h e  cooks. Both h e  and I 

developed q u i t e  a b i t  of a b i l i t y  t o  cook our own meals under 

d i f f i c u l t  circumstances.  I s t i l l  l i k e  t o  do it, ever\. t h e s e  days. 

We became q u i t e  famous, and some of o u r  f r i e n d s  would be 

irnrited t o  feas t .  They had t o  provide some wine, acd t h a t  was 

comparat ively easy t o  come by. The wine  wasc' t  very good--it was 

very,  very, very young. But s t i l l ,  i t  was b e t t e r  than nothing. 

But we had some i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e  ge t - toge thers  and d i scus s ions  

i n  our l i t t l e  chapel. We spent  q u i t e  some t i m e  the re ;  I would 

guess about n i ~ emonths. 

Glaser :  Was Sienna damaged dur ing  t h e  war? 

S c h i l l e r :  No. Well, o u t s i d e  of Sienna, bu t  Sienca i t s e l f  was not damaged. 



Strangely enough--ye& A few s h e l l s  landed w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  w a l l s  

but d i d  not  do any major  damage. None of t h e  Duomo o r  anyth ing  

1ike, of importance, t h e  Palazzo Pub1 icon  t h e  c e n t r a l  area--none 

of t h a t  was damaged i n  t h e  l ea s t .  Of course,  t h e  P a l i o  was 

r e i n s t a t e d ,  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, w e  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  removed 

from t h e  war, w e n  though t h e  war was r ag ing  on, and c e r t a i n l y  i n  

Florence was p r e t t y  soon i n  A l l i e d  hands, and by America, t h e  

b r idges  were s t i l l - - a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  Ponte Vecchio was spared. By a 

d a r i n g  a c t  of t h e  Royal Engineers,  of dism ant1  i n g  t h e  charges  

w h i l e  t h e  Germans were s t i l l  on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  , and 

shoot ing  a t  them. But f o r  some reason, they d id  n o t  manage t o  

blow up--they blew up a l l  t h e  o t h e r  b r idges  a c r o s s  t h e  

except  t h e  Ponte Vecchio, which t h e  Royal Engineers  made a  

s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  t o  save. 

So a c t u a l l y ,  once Florence was i n  A l l i ed  hands, i t  became a  

joy t o  go there. But we s tayed  till V-E Day, i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  

Af t e r  V-E Day--I should mention V-E Day. Shor t ly  be fo re  V-E Day, 

a l l  of a  sudden we saw a mcwement on t h e  roads  from t h e  f r o n t  

going towards Rome, o r  a t  l e a s t  going south,  of German t rucks ,  

German p r i s o n e r s  of war on foo t ,  s t i l l  w i t h  t h e i r  arms, because 

w e  didn ' t  have enough people t o  disarm them. But t h i s  proud 

German army, which w e  had seen  o f t e n  enough, and seen  a s  

p r i sone r s  of war, t o t a l l y  d e f i a n t  a t  a l l  t imes, a l l  of a sudden 

was t o t a l l y  broken, d i s h w e l e d ,  and wi thout  d i s c i p l i n e .  They 



were marching under t h e  o rde r s  of t h e i r  own o f f i c e r s ,  and 

marching t o  p r i sone r  of war camps, rea l ly .  I t  was  q u i t e  a 

change. A l l  of a sudden! Within hours,  t h e  p i c t u r e  changed. 

I was s e n t  forward immediately--a few days be fo re  V-E Day, 

when w e  had occupied c e r t a i n  pos i t ions ,  t o  a German survey u n i t  

t o  take  w e r  all  t h e i r  equipment. I remember t h a t  I was going i n  

a j e e p  t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  and became very  uneasy when I saw a 

German guard w i t h  a submachine gun, s t and ing  guard. But they 

were supposedly under our  cont ro l ,  and a s  w e  drew up, he pu l l ed  

h imse l f  up t o  a t t e c t i o n  and saluted. A German s a l u t i n g  me! 

[ laughs]  I t  was a n  i n c r e d i b l e  occurrence.  

They were s t i l l  very d i s c i p l i n e d  a t  t h a t  point. I met w i t h  

t he  o f f i c e r  i n  charge, and took--looked a t  a l l  t h e  equipment, and 

they had complete  lists, and eve ry th ing  was i n  p e r f e c t  order. He 

handed me t h e  l is ts ,  and from t ime  t o  t i m e  h e  would s a y - i n  

German of course--"Please be ca re fu l ,  sir. This  i s  a very 

expensive instrument .  " [ laughs]  

I was ca re fu l ,  a l l  r i gh t ,  and I looked a t  everything. Then, 

I got o rde r s  a f t e r  I had re turned  t h e  l i s t  t o  come back w i t h  a n  

American t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  group, who would p i ck  up a l l  t h e  

equipment, acd every th ing  was thrown on to  t he  truck. I t o l d  them 

p l e a s e  no t  t o  throw it, t h i s  was expensive equipment. "Oh, w e l l ,  



German equipment. Whowants i t ?  Whoneeds i t ? "  Youknow. The 

a t t i t u d e  was so  d i f f e r e n t  between t h e  American army and B r i t i s h  

army. I should mention t h a t ,  i n  a way. The B r i t i s h  army were 

c e r t a i n l y  not phys ica l ly  a s  we l l - t r ea t ed ,  because they didn ' t  

have t h e  means, a s  t h e  American army i n  t h e  f ie ld .  The Americans 

had everything--much t o o  much of everything. Cigare t tes ,  

chocolates--we hadn ' t  seen  chocola tes  i n  I don' t  k n w  h w  long. 

They r e a l l y  had everything--uniforms. The uniform got  

d i r e ,  you go t o  t h e  quar te rmas ter ,  g e t  a new one. Not i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army. I t  had t o  f a l l  i n t o  p ieces  and couldn't be sewn up 

arry more, before  you got  a new s h i r t .  I n  w e r y  p o s s i b l e  respec t ,  

and I must say t h a t  a t  t h e  time, dur ing  the  so-cal led occupat ion 

t ime  of I t a l y ,  I l o s t  q u i t e  a b i t  of respec t  f o r  t h e  American 

army. I was very unhappy t o  s ee  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  have 

w e r y t h i n g  was used i l l e g a l l y ,  and i t  was so ld  on t h e  black 

market--openly, q u i t e  openly. 

I f  a B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r  or  o f f i c e r  was caught i n  dea l ing  i n  

black market goods, o r  i n  c u r r e n c y - a l l  the  k inds  of t h ings  the  

Americans were  doing, he was court-martialed. The punishment was 

very  severe.  Depends when i t  was, and what was involved, but  

genera l ly  speaking, i t  was extremely severe.  Much more s o  than  

s t e a l i n g  something i n  peace time. 



Anyway, we d idc ' t  have anything t h a t  w e  could r e a l l y  g e t  r i d  

of, because w e  d idn ' t  have any th ing  t h a t  w e  didn ' t  need. But 

what  h u r t  m e  even more a t  times, was s ee ing  how t h e  Americans 

t r e a t e d  food. Things were h a l  f -eaten and dumped i n  a b a r r e l  a s  

you walked ou t  of t h e  mess. And h e r e  was a popula t ion  around 

you, who had noth ing  t o  eat. Really,  l i t e r a l l y ,  no th ing  t o  eat. 

You saw these  women w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  arms, begging t o  

be permi t ted  t o  t a k e  i t  o u t  of t h e  barrels--whatever had been 

throwr. away. And t h e  way some G I ' s  would use t h a t  opportunity-- 

and t h e s e  were women who had only one i n t e r e s t  any more i n  l i f e ,  

ar.d t h a t  i s  t o  make t h e i r  bab i e s  survive.  The b a r t e r  of a ba r  of 

chocola te  o r  soap or  c i g a r e t t e s  f o r  t h e i r  bodies,  openly, and 

r i g h t  then  a ~ d  t h e r e  and on t h e  spot,  was something t h a t  I found 

s o  a p p a l l i n g  and--I mean, I don't want t o  genera l ize .  But i t  was 

something t h a t  wer.t on openly; you could s e e  i t  everywhere. And 

i t  was something t h a t  did no t  e x i s t  because i t  was t r e a t e d  a s  

rape i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  army. And a c t u a l l y ,  a t  t h e  time, 'you could 

be s h o t  f o r  it. 

So, t he se  d i f f e r e n c e s  kind of embi t te red  me a t  t he  t ime, and 

I swore I would never, E w e r  set f o o t  i n  t h e  United S ta tes .  

There were o t h e r  things.  There was t h e  way--which of course was 

a t a c t i c a l  decis ion,  no t  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  airmen--to bomb a t  

night ,  -and t o  bomb only from high a l t i t u d e .  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

h ighe r  t h e  a l t i t u d e  is, o r  the  darker  i t  is, t h e  s a f e r  i s  t h e  



a t t ack ing  f o r c e  But i t  has  r e s u l t e d  a number of t imes 

unfortunately i n  bombs latlding i n  t h e  middle of the  B r i t i s h  army, 

of o the r  All ied armies. There was never the kind of 

considerat ion t h a t  you would f i n d  between a l l i e s ,  o r  should f i n d  

between a l l i e s  of considering you one'of them, and v i c e  versa.  

Glaser: How soon a f t e r  V-E 

army? 

Day d i d  you ob ta in  your discharge from the  

S c h i l l e r :  [laughs] Over a year. 

all r i g h t ?  

There a r e  only two more things. Is t h a t  

Glaser : Yes. 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, a f t e r  V-E Day I had, obviously, a l i t t l e  b i t  more t ime t o  

a t t end  t o  th ings  t h a t  I l i k e d  t o  do. We were s t r i c t l y  an  army of 

occupation a t  t h a t  point, so  I covered a s  much of I t a l y  a s  I 

could. I went sk i ing ,  which I hadn't done f o r  years ,  on the  

I t a l i a n  s ide  of the  Matterhorn, i n  Cervinia  Met two young women 

who owned a l i t t l e  hos te l ,  and wanted t o  bui ld  a l a r g e r  hotel-- 

not major a t  a l l .  So I s t a r t e d  going t h e r e  a number of t imes  t o  

look a t  the area, and designed a small s k i  ho te l  f o r  them, which 

I th ink was b u i l t  a f t e r  the  war, but I ' m  not s u r e  And I 

pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  s k i  races, on behalf of t h e  B r i t i s h  army, and my 

l a s t  race agains t  o ther  All ied armies--and t h e  Swiss, and t h e  



Ital ians--the B r i t i s h  placed th i rd .  which was unheard of. because 

t h e  B r i t i s h  were n o t  ve ry  good sk i e r s .  I was t he  one who d i d  it. 

That was t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I raced. Af te r  al l .  I was a n  o ld  man; I 

was twenty-eight y e a r s  old a t  t h a t  po in t .  

But immediately a f t e r  V-E Day. I was a l s o  s en t  forward. 

because I was used now q u i t e  .after? a s  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r .  I was s e n t  

f  o m  ard t o  a p lace  which i s  unusual i n  Europe. There a r e  four  

c o u n t r i e s  meet ing a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  pass. It's S t i l f s e r j o c h  

The p lace  i s  c a l l e d  S t i l  f. and j och is pass. Namely. Austria.  

I t a l y ,  Germany, and Switzerland. I t h i n k  I would have t o  check 

it. They meet there. The r ea soc  I was s en t  there .  a t  t h i s  time 

immediately be€ ore  and immediately a f t e r  V-E Day, c e r t a i n  Germans 

t r i e d  t o  escape i n t o  Germany a s  qu ick ly  a s  they could, having 

o b t a i ~ e d  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  and c la iming  t o  be I t a l i a n s .  o r  

c l a iming  t o  be something e l se .  So I was seRt t h e r e  because w e r y  

e f f o r t  was being made t o  keep c e r t a i n  people  from escaping.  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  anybody who had belonged t o  t h e  Waffen SS. They 

were t h e  arm of t h e  SS, t he  storm troopers .  i n  t h e  army, black-

s h i r t e d .  

I went a s  f a r  a s  I could by t r a i g ,  and t h e n  had t o  do i t  on 

foo t ,  going u p  t o  t he  pass  i t s e l f .  I was a n  o ld  mountaineer,  and  

I e ~ j  As I was w a lk ing  up there .  two people who oy ed t ha t .  I saw 

looked l i k e  peasacts ,  walking almost  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  me, and 



speaking I t a l i a n  t o  each other. A d i a l e c t  which I had g r e a t  

d i f f i c u l t y  t o  understand. But  what I understood v e r y  qu i ck ly  was  

t h a t  they were very susp i c ious  of me. They had never  seen  a n  

A l l i ed  s o l d i e r ,  s o  didn't  kqow what  t h e  uniform was, and thought 

I must be a German O r  something, t h a t  they didn ' t  know, bu t  i n  

ar?y case,  one doesn't a s k  q u e s t i o n s  i n  war, one ac t s .  ?hey had 

decided they would-and t h a t  much I did f i g u r e  out--they were 

going t o  waylay m e  and b e a t  m e  wer t h e  head, r a t h e r  t han  t a k i n g  

t h e  r i s k  t h a t  I might be a German. 

That was a t  t h e  t i m e ,  of course, a t  t h e  very end of t h e  war, 

when l a r g e  a r e a s  of I t a l y  had been p a r t i a l l y  m d e r  t h e  command of 

t h e  p a r t i g i a n i  par t i sans .  I wasn't about t o  t ake  t h a t  risk, 

[ laughs]  a f t e r  t h e  war had f i n a l l y  ended i n  Europe, t o  be k i l l e d  

by two e s s e n t i a l l y  A l l i ed  people. So, a t  t h e  next corner ,  where 

they were j u s t  coming around, I tu rned  around, and I sa id ,  i n  

I t a l i a n ,  f i r s t  I sa id ,  '%ello,  and Good evening, and how a r e  

you? " 

Then, I pointed ou t  t h a t  I was a B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r ,  and t h a t  I 

was l ook ing  f o r  Germans, l i k e  they were. And I showed my 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  and by t h i s  time, they d id  see t h a t  i t  s a i d  or! my 

shoulder  t h a t  Royal Engineers,  and Pa l e s t i ne .  P a l e s t i ~ e ,  they 

didn ' t  .know what t h a t  meant, o r  where i t  was. I t r a n s l a t e d  f o r  

them, very  simp1 e, "Palest ina,"  i~ I t a l i a n ,  and Jerusalem. "Oh, 



yes." Then they understood. Okay. 

So, they accompanied me a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  pass, and a t  t h e  

pass, t h e r e  was a u n i t  of  B e r g s a l i e r i  Those a r e  I t a l i a n  

mountain t r o o p s  who were manning t h e  customs house and t h e  

border. I had no g rea t  problem t o  i n t roduce  myself t o  t h e  

l i e u t e n a n t ,  I t a l i a n  l i e u t e n a n t ,  who was i n  charge of t h a t  I 

asked him whether they had seen  any Germans. 

Well, they had somebody who had been caught a few days ago, 

and h e  was down i n  t h e  lock-up  But he  claimed h e  was a n  

I t a l i a n ,  and h e  spoke p r e t t y  good I t a l i a n  He could some from 

way south, and they wouldn't k n w  t h a t  h i s  accen t  wasn't  a normal 

accent .  Aqd of course,  he didn'  t h a v e  any uniform, e tc .  

I s a i d ,  "Okay, l e t  m e  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  him, b u t  don ' t  open  t h e  

door." There was a porthole ,  a t i n y  po r tho l e  i n  t h e  door. I 

looked, and I saw a man i n  c i v i l i a n  c lo thes ,  l y i n g  on t h e  f l o o r ,  

ir!a corner  of t h e  room. I sa id ,  'Wow, be very q u i e t  When I 

t e l l  you, you open t h e  door and j u s t  don't say anything. L e t  m e  

do t h e  t a lk ing .  " 

They opened t h e  door, and I y e l l e d ,  "Achtungl" Which is t h e  

cmrnand i n  German t o  cane t o  a t t e n t i o n .  



The man jumped up l i k e  t h a t  [snaps f i n g e r s ]  and s t o o d  a t  

a t t e n t i o n  And I s a i d  t o  him i n  German, " O h  So you a r e  a n  

Ita 1  ian?  

##end t a p e  12 s i d e  a,  beg in  t ape  12 s i d e  b  

So I asked t h e  B e r g s d i e r i  t o  s t r i p  him, and I sa id ,  ''Raise 

your arm," and h e  had t h e  SS number tatooed. I s a id ,  "Mmm hmm. 

Nice I t a l i a n .  " 

"Oh, they did t h a t  t o  me. " 

I s a i d ,  'Yes, of course they d id  i t  t o  you. Where were  you 

'Well, I wanted t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  border  because I want t o  

f i n d  s ane  work." 

I s a id ,  " I ' m  sure." And then  I asked t h e  B e r g s a l i e r i  t o  l e t  

me have all h i s  c lo thes ,  and I went through every th ing  t h e r e  was. 

Absolutely clean, no th ing  i n  there .  Not t h e  l a b e l ,  nothing. But 

I was j u s t  f e e l i n g  around, . a n d  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t he  bottom of t h e  

jacke t ,  between t h e  l i n i n g  and t h e  ou t s ide  c lo th ,  t h e r e  was 

something r a t h e r  s t i f f  and hard. So I pu l l ed  o u t  a k n i f e  and I 

ripped i t  open, and out  came a  Soldbuch, which i s  t h e  



i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  passpor t  of t h e  German SS, w e r y t h i n g  a s  

predicted.  Name and every thing, and I s a i d  t o  him, 'You're t h a t  

ca r e fu l ,  t r y  t o  h i d e  everything. You come a c r o s s  t h e  border. 

You manage t o  ge t  across ,  almost,  because you have abso lu t e ly  no 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on you. Why do you t a k e  t h e  army i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

w i t h  you?" 

"Oh," h e  said,  " tha t  would be a t e r r i b l e  offense!  I could 

be sho t  f o r  hav ing  l o s t  my i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ! "  

I kind of looked a t  him and laughed. 

H e  said.  "That's n o t  a  l augh ing  mat te r !  7hey would shoot  

me, you know that!" Ar?d t h e n  h e  said,  'What a r e  you going t o  do 

w i t h  me?" 

He looked a t  my shoulder  and h e  sa id ,  "Pa les t ina?"  

I sa id ,  "Yes." 

"Oh, p l ea se  don't k i l l  me! P l ea se  don't k i l l  me! I haven't 

done anyth ing  t o  Jews!" 

I , s a i d ,  "It's not  f o r  me t o  decide whether you've done 

anyth ing  t o  Jews. You'll be i n t e r roga t ed ,  and you ' l l  go t o  a 



pr i sone r  of war  camp, s p e c i a l  camp f o r  t h e  SS, where y o u ' l l  be 

inves t iga ted .  I f  you're c lean,  you're c l e a n  I f  you committed 

ar?y war crimes, t h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s tory."  

"Oh," he  s a i d ,  "but  isc't i t  t r u e ?  You b e l o n g  t o  t h e  

P a l e s t i n e  army?" 

I s a i d ,  "Yes. " 

"Isr. ' t  i t  t r u e  they k i l l  everybody?" 

I s a i d ,  "No. You mix  t h a t  up  w i t h  t h e  SS; w e  don't. You 

did.  " 

'Qh, co  w e  didn't!  We didn't!  I 've a lways beec t r e a t i ~ g  

Jews n ice ly . "  

I sa id ,  Tlmm-ham. All  r i g h t ,  you t e l l  t h a t  when you're 

being i rnrest igated,  and you b e t t e r  have proof of t h a t "  I n  any 

case,  i t  was t h i s  kind of occur re rxe  t h a t  was very corc mor, Great  

umbers of SS t roops,  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  men, f l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  

borders  i n t o  Germany, i r ?  d i sgu i se  i n  ope way o r  t h e  other ,  and 

managed t o  escape. Both, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p a r t i g i a n i ,  t h e  

I t a l i a n  pa r t i s ans ,  who then  a l s o  were  a f t e r  Mussol ini  and h i s  

mi s t r e s s ,  a t  t he  same t i m e .  And t h e  B r i t i s h  army and, I assume, 



t h e  Americar! army, were t r y i n g  t o  man w e r y  post  a long  t h e  border  

i n  a very  s h o r t  time, i n  order  t o  prevent  that.  Many were 

caught, but  many d id  make i t  i n  one way o r  t h e  other. It was  

impossible  t o  do i t  otherwise.  

My guess  i s  t h a t  some were executed on t h e  spo t  by some of 

the  p a r t i g i a c i ,  judging  by what they would have done w i t h  m e  

[ laughs]  I would say they were l i k e l y  t o  mete out q u i c k  j u s t i c e ;  

n o t  t h a t  t h a t  was the order  of the day. The order  of t h e  day 

was t o  fo l low every reasonable  procedure, s h o r t  of p r o t e c t i n g  

oneself.  One was no t  t o  use any arms under any circumstances,  

u l e s s  being threa tened  o r  s h o t  a t .  

F ina l ly ,  I s tayed i n  I t a l y  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  place,  and I don't 

even remember. It was i n  q u i t e  a b i t  f u r t h e r - - i t  was somewhere 

near  Milan, and I don't remember l oca t ion ,  place,  name. Because 

I u t t e r l y  d i s l i k e d  t h e  a rea ,  and t h e r e  was no th ing  o f ' g r e a t  

i n t e r e s t  t o  me, and t h e r e  was tlo work t o  be done t h a t  was of 

i t z t e r e s t  t o  me. I was pu t  i n  charge of--I was loaned t o  t h e  

q u a r t e r m a s t e r s  f  or--by t h e  Royal Engineers, and was put i n  charge 

of a huge s t o c k  of uniforms and provis ions,  which wasr!'t exac t ly  

my i t l t e r e s t ,  ir! atly way. The war  was over, a t  l e a s t  ir! Europe, 

and I wanted t o  g e t  home, because I hadn't beetl home f o r  I guess  

about t h r e e  years .  



Again, no t  l i k e  t h e  American army, who were a l ready  s e n t  on 

home l e a v e  a f t e r  about  s ix  months or sa  I had a p p l i e d  f o r  l e a v e  

and f i n a l l y  was s e n t  on leave ,  a f t e r  about--over a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  

war  i n  Europe was ended. I got n o t i c e  t h a t  I would be s e n t  on 

leave ,  and go t  o rde r s  t o  go t o  Casser ta .  

Casser ta  was e s s e n t i a l l y  headquarters ,  I t a ly .  It's nea r  

Naples. There I was reass igned  f o r  a few days t o  t h e  Royal 

Engineers,  and the  commanding o f f i c e r  asked me t o  come in .  H e  

sa id ,  'Well, S c h i l l e r ,  I ' m  g lad t o  see you can go home a f t e r  

w a i t i n g  f o r  i t  f o r  wer a year. But you're s t i l l  i n  t h e  army, 

and you' re going t o  s t ay  i n  t h e  army. 

I s a i d ,  "Stay i n  t h e  army?" 

'Well." h e  said,  "1 have a l i t t l e  o f f e r  t o  make. How would 

you l i k e  t o  becaue a peacetime o f f i c e r  ir! t h e  Br i t i sh . a rmy?"  

I sa id .  'Well, sir, t h a t ' s  very  wonderful of you t o  o f f e r  

t h a t  t o  me, bu t  I would have t o  know a l i t t l e  b i t  more about  it, 

because e s s e n t i a l l y  I ' m  an a r c h i t e c t ,  and I would l i k e  t o  go back 

t o  Israel--"  Pa l e s t i ne ,  a t  t h e  time-- 'knd s e e  my fami ly ,  and 

reopen my o f f  i ce .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  I' q a c iv i l i a r? .  " 

'Well, you've been a very  good s o l d i e r ,  and you have had 



some t r a i n i ~ g  o u t s i d e  t h e  army and i n s i d e  t h e  army, t h a t  w e  could 

w e l l  use. I can t e l l  you t h a t  you would be s e n t  t o  Burma And 

you would have a peacet ime commission, s t a r t i n g  a s  a cap ta in ,"  

which ir! peacet ime was very  high. "Knowing you, and knowing t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  there ,  t h e  ch ie f  engineer  i n  Burma of t h e  Royal 

E n g i ~ e e r si s  a major, now a l i e u t e n a n t  colonel ,"  a l e f t e n a n t  

colonel ,  a s  h e  said,  "but w i l l  r e v e r t  t o  maj or  or! a peacet ime 

basis .  Aqd he 's  q u i t e  old, and is  going t o  r e t i r e ,  s o  you come 

ir! a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  and I would be w i l l i n g  t o  p r e d i c t  t h a t  

w i th i r !  a yea r  o r  so, you would be a chief  eng inee r  i n  Burma 

That's ar! o f f e r  t h a t  not  everybody gets.  Havicg served 

throughout t h e  war a s  a n  e n l i s t e d  man, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a n  

o f f e r .  " 

I s a i d ,  "Yes, I have  t o  a g r e e ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  a n  o f f e r .  How 

much time would I have t o  decide on t h a t ? "  

' W e l l , "  h e  said,  "I g ive  you uqtil tomorrow." 

I sa id ,  "I want t o  be a b l e  a t  l e a s t  t o  d i s cus s  i t  w i t h  my 

wife!  " 

' W e l l ,  t h e  o f f e r  only s tands  ur.til tomorrow, and a l l  I can 

t e l l  you i s  t h a t  i f  you accept  it, you g e t  two weeks l e a v e  i n  

Jerusalem, and t h e n  you ' l l  r epo r t  back a s  a n  o f f i c e r ,  and w i l l  be 



mwed t o  Burma." 

' W e l l .  w i l l  I be a b l e  t o  t ake  my wi fe  and c h i l d  w i t h  me?" 

"Oh, yes.  Peace time, you know." 

"Indeed." Well. no t  knqw ing-not having been i n  P a l e s t i n e  

f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and e s s e n t i a l l y  much longe r  t han  tha t .  because a 

few days o f f  and on t h a t  I had been on l e a v e  didn ' t  r e a l l y  c o u t ,  

I wasn't s o  s u r e  whether I shouldn't  a ccep t  it. Well. i t  didn ' t  

t ake  t h a t  long. 

I was i n  h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  next morning and I said.  "Sir. I 

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o f f e r .  I would l i k e  t o  go hcme." 

'Well." h e  said.  "you may be s e n t  a s  a p r i v a t e  back t o  t h e  

occupat ion  army. " 

I s a i d .  'Wel l .  t h a t  c a n ' t  be he lped .  s ir .  I d o c ' t  t h i n k  I 

would l i k e  t o  make a committment f o r  t h e  r e s t  of my l i f e  w i t h o u t  

having d iscussed  i t  wi th  my wife. " 

He said.  "I understand t h a t ,  and I ' m  sor ry  t h a t  you don't 

a c c e p t . i t ,  because I t h ink  i t ' s  a magni f icen t  o f fe r .  I know many 

a y o u ~ g  person who would jump t o  it." 

http:accept.it


I s a i d ,  " I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir. I ' m  e s s e n t i a l l y  a c i v i l i a n .  I 've  

done my duty, I've done every th ing  I could, a g a i n s t  my own 

persuasiotz  I want t o  go home." I went home I was s en t  home, 

obviously I didn't  go t o  Burma Never did become t h e  Chief 

Engineer i n  Burma. 

Glaser :  	 A t  t h a t  point ,  when you went home, were you separa ted  from t h e  

B r i t i s h  army? 

S c h i l l e r  : No, not a t  a l l .  I was on l e a v e  f o r  two weeks. Two weeks, and 

a r r i v i n g  i n  Po r t  Said aboard a ship. This t r i p  was much n i ce r ,  I 

have t o  say [laughs].  I t  was q u i t e  luxur ious ,  i n  comparison I 

had a buqk w i t h  one o t h e r - t w o  bunks i n  a  c a b i n  Food was good, 

and t r ea tmen t  was good. There were  not  very many people  aboard. 

I t  was q u i t e  empty, i n  fact .  This  ship,  be fo re  t h e  Middle East ,  

had goce back t o  Ecgland, and was  on i t s  way back v i a '  I t a l y  t o  

t h e  Middle Eas t  t o  pick up more. So I a r r i v e d  i c  Por t  Said,  and 

was t r a ~ s f e r r e d  immediately t o  t h e  t r a i n  As w e  were  coming 

c l o s e  t o  the  border between Egypt and Pa l e s t i ne ,  one of t h e  

r a i l  road o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  B r i t i s h  army, 

came around and c a l l e d  f o r  a t t e n t i o r !  i n  w e r y  compartment, or. 

every car .  

He was a n  	I n d i a n  Q u i t e  a  b i t  of t h e  r a i l  t r anspo r t a t i o r ,  



o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Niddle  East  were Ind i an  o f f i ce r s .  H e  said,  'We 

a r e  going t o  c r o s s  i n t o  P a l e s t i n e  a t  any moment now. I want  you 

t o  know, I know most of you a r e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  who a r e  going home 

on leave ,  b u t  you haven't beer. home f o r  a l ong  time. A s  you 

know, wher. you a r e  on leave ,  you a r e  requi red  t o  wear  your 

uniform." And then  he  sa id ,  "And t h a t  is, a s  you know, a 

s t a n d i n g  o r d e r  of t h e  B r i t i s h  army. I would sugges t  t o  you t h a t  

you break t h a t  rule when you g e t  home, because you ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  

you're not  rece ived  w i t h  open arms i f  you wear  a B r i t i s h  

uniform. " 

Secondly, he  sa id ,  "From he re  on out,  when you go a c r o s s  t h e  

border,  you're going t o  proceed very  cau t ious ly  and very  s lowly,  

ar.d wheri you look  out ,  you ' l l  s ee  t h a t  we're being preceded by a 

l i t t l e  hand t ruck ,  t h a t  i s  coupled t o  t h e  locomotive,  and on i t  

s i t  two c i v i l i a n s .  Le t  m e  t e l l  you, t h e s e  a r e  both Jews who a r e  

pr i soners ,  who a r e  imprisozed i n  P a l e s t i n e  f o r  o f f enses  a g a i n s t  

Br i  t ian,"  ~ a m e l y  e i t h e r  c a r r y i ~ g  arms o r  having arms, o r  having 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i~a r a i d  of some sort .  "And t h e  reasor. they s i t  i n  

f r o n t  of t h e  engine i s  because i t  i s  our hope t h a t  t h e  i n s u r g e z t s  

w i l l  not blow up oce of t h e i r  own. I f  they're being blown up, 

you're going t o  ge t  blown up. So I j u s t  want you t o  be aware of 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you ' re  not caning back t o  people who l w e  you." 

It was q u i t e  a rude awakericg t o  be rece ived  i n  your awn 



country a f t e r  a l ong  war, which i n  par t ,  I would say, you had 

fought  on behalf of t h e  people i c  t h a t  country,  and a t  t h e  

request--or t h e  suggest ion,  a t  l e a s t ,  s h a l l  we say, of t h e  J ewi sh  

ager.cy and o t h e r  Jewish  groups. We didn ' t  r e a l l y  know what  i t  

was, who i t  was, t h a t  we were supposed t o  l ook  ou t  for. Nothing 

happened, b u t  I found o u t  very  soon t h a t  some t r o o p  t r a i n s  comieg 

i n  from Egypt had been blown,up, a s  a n  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  

B r i t i s h ,  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  Jewi sh  so ld i e r s .  

I n  f a c t ,  my guess i s  t h a t ,  i f  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  had been any 

b e t t e r ,  they wouldn't have, because they may n o t  have wanted t o  

harm Jews. And I say t h a t  very carefu l ly .  But t h e  mere f a c t  

t h a t  they were wi1l i r .g  t o  h u r t  people w i t h  whom I'd beer? 

f i g h t i n g ,  who had been my com rades  i n  arms, who had looked f o r  me 

a s  I had looked o u t  f o r  them, was somethicg t h a t  didn't  s i t  w e l l  

wi th  me. 

What s a t  we r .  worse w i t h  me was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I did n o t  

b e l i w e ,  and do r.ot b e l i w e ,  i n  the  use of force ,  and c e r t a i n l y  

k i l l i n g ,  of people, i n  order  t o  a c h i w e  your p o l i t i c a l  aims. But 

be t h a t  a s  i t  may, we a r r i v e d  i n  Jerusalem, and I understand how 

s o l d i e r s  coming back from Vietnam f e l t .  This  was worse. Even on 

the  s h o r t  t r i p  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  i n  Je rusa lem t o  

Talpioth,  which i s  a few minutes, people made nasty remarks, 

nasty canments. I came t o  a  couctry t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r e c o g ~ i z e .  



Glaser: 	 You came back t o  a son who d idn ' t  know you, too, d i d n ' t  you? 

Sch i l l e r :  	 Yes. That i s  correct.  I came back t o  a son who didn't know me. 

I n  f a c t ,  Paul Lampl, my f r i e n d  who had been quar tered  w i t h  me i n  

Tuscany, near Sienna, i n  Santa Colombe, had com e back two o r  

t h r e e  weeks e a r l i e r .  When he  went t o  v i s i t  L o t t e  and Ian, j u s t  

t o  say t h a t  I was secding my l w e  acd hopefully I would com e soon 

too, my son was rushing out,  embracing him, and saying, '9addy. 

Daddy, Daddy." W e l l ,  somebody i n  uqiform, coming home... And 

when I came home, r.ot otlly d i d  he not  recognize me, h e  was very 

shy and withdraw^^ and I didn't g e t  t h a t  kind of r ecep t ion  He 

could have made a mistake again, you know. Aqd I dotl't t h i ck  he  

watlted ta He was four, four and a half. h d a f t e r  a l l ,  he was 

about a yea r  when I l e f t .  

So, t h a t  was t h a t  I dor.'t know whether he was s t i l l - - t h e  

decisiotl  atld t h e  run-itl w i t h  Begin, the bombing of the  King David 

Hotel, a r e  r e a l l y  the  bas ic  reasotls t h a t  I f i n a l l y  decided I 

wasn't goicg t o  stay. I d i d  have some work, very soon--oh, I 

should say, l e t ' s  end t h i s  chapter a t  l e a s t .  

After two weeks, I had t o  r e t u r n  t o  Sarafand, which was t h e  

maj or camp, t h e  l a r g e s t  camp i n  Palest ine,  atld r epor t  back, and 

was t o l d  then t h a t  i f  I watlted to, I could be t r ans fe r red  

temporari ly t o  GHQ, Jerusalem, and t h a t  I should repor t  there. 



When I repor ted  there ,  I was t o l d  I should make myself a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  assignment, bu t  I could go home and l i v e  a t  home And I 

th ink  two or t h r e e  weeks l a t e r ,  I was informed t h a t  i f  I s o  

desired,  I would be demobbed [mustered out].  I desired!  

[laughs] I went aga in  t o  I t h i n k  Saraf and, turned i n  my uniform, 

got a new c i v i l i a n  suit,  a  ha t ,  which I s t i l l  have, a s h i r t ,  I 

was permi t ted  t o  keep my underwear and army socks, and my grea t -  

coat ,  and of course my boots. And so  o u t f i t t e d ,  I was now a 

c i l i v i a r ,  Anybody who saw me knew I was a  demobbed so ld i e r .  It 

was so  obvious, the  s t y l e  and every th ing  was very  English, of 

course, and nobody was wearing Engl i s h  s u i t s  O r  p r a c t i c a l l y  

nobody was wear ing  English s u i t s  i n  P a l e s t i n e  But i t  was a 

g r e a t  help. You had new clothes.  But most impor tan t ly ,  I was a  

c i v i l i a r .  a g a i n  J u s t  i n  t h e  army reserve. They n w e r  made use 

of t h a t ,  f o r tuna te ly .  

Glaser :  	 So then  you reopened your o f f i c e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I reopened my o f f i c e ,  and what  I d id  was, a t  t h e  t i m e  I met 

w i t h  one of the  people who had worked w i t h  E r i c  Mendelsohn, who 

was working on implementing some of t h e  designs t h a t  he had 

designed f o r  t h e  Hadassah Hospi tal  on M t .  Scopus, en l a rg ing  it. 

I n  o the r  words, t h e  Hadassah was a l ready  b u i l t  before  t h e  war, 

bu t  i t  'was going t o  be enlarged. So between him and myself, we 

d i d  most of t h e  drawings f o r  that .  That kept me r a t h e r  busy, and 



a t  t h e  same time, Er ic  Mendelsohn had l e t  me krlm t h a t  he wanted 

me i n  t h e  United Sta tes .  

So somehow, against  my own desires,  but s t i l l  considering 

all  kinds of o ther  th ings  t h a t  went i n t o  tha t ,  I decided t o  apply 

t o  go t o  t h e  United Sta tes ,  and wher! t h e  app l i ca t ion  was granted, 

which was 	about th ree  q u a r t e r s  of a  year,  we 1.ef t. 

Glaser : 	 Haw d i d  Mrs. S c h i l l e r  f e e l  about t h i s  decision? 

Schi l . le r :  	 Oh, she f e l t  a l l  r i g h t  about it. I th ink one of the  reasons--I 

mean, r e a l l y  t h e  decisior.  came about a f t e r  the  King David 

bombing, and my run-ir. w i t h  Begin, and havir.g been attacked by 

persons unknow r, but i n  a l l  l i k e 1  ihood--I meatl physical ly 

attacked, ar.d shot  at .  But i r .  all l ike l ihood,  people who were 

e i t h e r  with the  Irgun or  with the  Stern  gacg. 

Glaser : 	 What was t h i s  rur.-in wi th  M r .  Begir.? 

##tape i n t e r r u p t i o n  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Ope has t o  mders ta rd  t h a t  the  population had grcwr. tremendously 

during the  l a s t  few years, during the end of the  war, and the re  

have beer. l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  immigrants, p a r t i c u l a r l y  from north 

Africa ar?d a l s o  from o the r  areas,  people from Europe who ir.  o r e  



way or  t h e  other ,  a f t e r  t e r r i b l e  oddyseys, had ended up a s  a n  

" i l l e g a l "  shipment, and been s t randed  on  the  coas t  i n  one f a s h i o n  

or another. These a r e  f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  well-knowr? and documented 

i n  a l l  k inds  of books. 

But t h e s e  were t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  people who had n o t  corn e 

w i t h  any kind of preparation,,  enthusiasm, b u t  i n  order  t o  s ave  

t h e i r  skin,  which i s  understandable. I c e r t a i n l y  had a g r e a t  

deal of sympatiy and f e e l i n g  f o r  them. But they i n  t u r n  weren't  

eager  t o  do t h e  j obs  t h a t  were expected of them t o  be done, 

nam ely t o  be a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers  and cons t ruc t ion  workers,  and 

i n  t h a t  nature ,  but  they had a tendency t o  want t o  be i n  t h e  

c i t y ,  and t o  do t h e  j o b s  t h a t  would b r i n g  i n  a  l o t  of money i n  a  

s h o r t  t i ne .  

So, t h e  a t t i t u d e  of enthusiasm acd of ded i ca t ion  had been 

pushed i n t o  the  background t o  a  g rea t  extent .  A s  a consequence, 

t h e s e  people, when they didn ' t  g e t  what they wanted, were w i l l i n g  

t o  band toge the r  and g e t  i t  by force ,  i n  one f a s h i o n  o r  another.  

I t  i s  always, when t h e r e  i s  d isconten t ,  of one s o r t  o r  another,  

t h a t  somebody who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  be a  demagogue can use and 

u t i l i z e  and d i r e c t  people of t h i s  kind f o r  h i s  own purposes. 

What I ' m  accus ing  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  S t e rn  gang and i t s  l eade r s ,  and 

t o  q u i t e  some ex t en t  t h e  Irgun and i t s  l e a d e r s  of is t h a t  they 

used the  d i s con ten t  among these  people t o  bu i ld  up a f o r c e  t h a t  



would do a lmos t  anyth ing  t h a t  they asked them t o  do. I t  was 

e s s e n t i a l l y  a r ight-wing f a s c i s t  kind of thing,  and t h a t  a f t e r  

having spen t  s o  many y e a r s  of my l i f e  a t  t h a t  po in t  f i g h t i n g  

fasc i sm and i t s  consequences, was hard f o r  me t o  take.  

As  everybody e l s e  who had been i n  t h e  Haganah and i n  t h e  

army, we were back i n  t h e  Haganah, and I found o u t  t h a t  t h e  

Hagarah too  no longe r  was a s  pure  a s  i t  had b e e n  That i t  had 

been a f f ec t ed ,  and inf luenced  by t h e  Irgun, i n  i t s  th ink ing ,  and 

t h a t  i t  was no t  s t r i c t l y  a defense f o r c e  a t y  more. The deba te  

was r ag ing  en, newspapers p l a s t e r ed  all over  Jerusalem on t h e  

w a l l s .  Not newspapers i n  t h a t  sense, but  proclamations of one 

s i d e  or t h e  other .  I nc lud ing  the  one from t h e  Irgun say ing  t h a t  

i 3  o rde r  t o  ach ieve  t h e i r  aims, namely t o  ge t  r i d  of t h e  enemy, 

~ a m e l y  England, and c r e a t i n g  a  s t a t e  of our  own, any kind of 

f o r c e  must be used. Everything was a l l  r i g h t ,  and unfor tuna te ly ,  

i f  i t  would r e q u i r e  the  k i l l i n g  of i n ~ o c e n t  bys tanders  and 

c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  would be a l l  r i g h t .  

That i s  alse the  kind of t h i z g  t h a t  was discussed. I was 

or?e of those who was asked t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  n e g o t i a t i o n  

betwee3 t h e  two groups, between t h e  Haganah and the  I r g u n  The 

I rgun  was t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  w e  didn ' t  need two Jewish  groups 

a c t i c g - a s  ar. army or  defense  force.  We needed only one, and we 

should combine our a c t i v i t i e s  ar.d work toge ther ,  etc. e t c  I 



d i d s ' t  f i n d  any b a s i s  on which I could work w i t h  t h e  Irgun, 

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h  t h e  S t e rn  gang. More thar? t h a t ,  when one f i n e  

a f  ternoor? I was s i t t i n g  i n  my room w i t h  t h e  window open, I heard 

and saw t h e  King David go up i n  smoke It had been bombed. I 

took a photo of it which appeared on t h e  f r o n t  page of t h e  

Jerusalem Post  the  next day. 

lil/end t ape  1 2  s i d e  b, end of interview 5 
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ques t ions  f o r  M r .  S c h i l l e r :  

Rehovoth i s  t h e  way we a r e  s p e l l i n g  i t ?  
Salman, o r  Simon? which way was it  s p e l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  
in te rv iews .  
something t h e  t r a n s c r i b e r  d i d n ' t  g e t .  p l ea se  f i l l  i n .  
n o t  s u r e  j u s t  what t h e  meaning was here-- "abs t rac t"  
six-vee. is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
Bruno Cas i r a?  c o r r e c t  ? 
Ervin ,  o r  Erwin 
s t r i c t  development? o r  d id  you say u n r e s t r i c t e d  ? 
do you have a f u l l e r  name f o r  Mrs. Vasen? 
f u l l  name of Wi t t i ch  
looks l i k e  p a r t  of t h e  t ape  d i d n ' t  g e t  t r ansc r ibed .  o r  r a t h e r ,  recorded.  
I don ' t  have i t  here .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  enough t o  f l e s h  t h i s  ou t .  can you 
ge t  back i n t o  what t h e  thought was. I suppose i t  i s  on t h e  v ideo  i f  we 
want t o  be r e a l l y  meticulous.  
I i n t e r r u p t e d  you--would you f i n i s h  t h e  thought--? 
I have t i t l e d  t h i s  subsec t ion  "The Moral of t h e  Story." I wonder i f  you 
want t o  add something along t h e  l i n e s  of what we a r e  speaking of 
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Riess: Today we t a l k  about E r i c  Mendelsohn. Yc 
And I s e e  you have some a r t i c l e s  

--.. - .  -- , ~.r- h e r e .-
LVVMS c h i l l e r  : Yes, i n  September, '53. For t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o r m - 2  wtc 

-" C J ~ W. \ 4 s * 5 1  
~~~~~-~~ a n  ar ti c1 e T- &'* LLL 
L . 4  :Lah, Ft 
some coverage of h i s  work t h a t  wasn ' t  q u i t e  f i n i s h e d  when h e  

died,  and when he d ied  i t  was be ing  published. A l l  t h e  
hrouqt7t 

photographs were mine, and t h i s  a r t i c l  e--they bought about one 

h a l f  of it, which i s  anazi?lg, w i t h o u t  e d i t i n g  it. I f  you want  

it, i t ' s  yours .  5k*  

Since ycu  w e r e  dl s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  comments about Mendel sohn 

r I 
i n  genera l ,  I have  h e r e  exc%pts  from a l e t t e r  tn w r o t e  t o  Dennis 

H e  - 1  

Sharp i n  England, C&E had w r i t t e n  a n  a r t i c l e  about Mendelsohn, 

a c r i t i q u e ,  s h a l l  we say, of I.lendelsohnfs work i n  a book of h i s  

i n  England, w i t h  which I obviously  d i sagreed  i n  many ins tances .  
- - .' -\ 

;-' . 

I t  was q u i t e  s u p e r f i c i a l .  3zze-Thi.s i s  e x c e r p t s  from 
i b ~r ~ ~ p ' ? ) s t-to )u:nl .+4 

t h a t  l e t t e r ,  and tkere is.e.., 



Riess: ---e-m~~p&--f-j-f -fbbtrre+=-Y+--

You have quoted Mendelsohn i n  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e s e  a r t i c l e s :  
"Llhen God c rea t ed  t h e  world,  h e  had no  a s s o c i a t e s ,  s o  why should 

That c e r t a i n l y  s ays  something about h i s  ego, but  i t  a l s o  m a d d m e  
I ? "  -&wL,i-ed++ke-+e-was 

wonder i n  f a c t  how r e l i g i o u s  he  was. 

S c h i l l e r :  b e  wasn't r e l i g i o u s  a t  a l l .  He probably, i n  a n  off-handed -
way. acknowledged t h a t  t h e r e  was a  supreme f o r c e  or  being o r  

s o ~ e t h i n g  of t h e  kind-no, he wes no t  r e l i g i o u s  i n  t h e  l e a s t .  I 

mean, it's hard t o  say whether  a person i s  r e l i g ious .  He was n o t  

an a t h e i s t ,  but  t h a t  doesn't make him re l ig ious .  He was ve ry  

c l o s e  i n  general  t e rms  t o  na ture ,  e a s i l y  in f luenced  by grandeur 

of m t u r e ,  but  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where i t  ended. 'I'he f a c t  t h a t  he  

was b u i l d i n g  synagogues and temples  meant ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  him i n  a  

r e l i g i o u s  sense,  o the r  than  t h a t  he  designed something t o  a  

g r e a t e r  f o r c e  ex i s t i ng .  Ar~d a c k n o w l e d g i n ~  t h e  fact--which he  

d id- tha t  h e  was a  Jew. 

Riess  : Would h e  have b u i l t  a C h r i s t i a n  house of worship? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. ~ b s o l u t e l y .  tie would have b u i l t  a2y house of worship, 

because e s s e n t i a l l y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was h i s  m i s t r e s s ,  and i t  didn ' t  



make any d i f f e r e n c e .  He would have  devoted a s  much thought  and 

e f f o r t  i n  a C h r i s t i z n  house of w o r s h i p  a s  h e  would have  i n  a 

J m i s h  house of worship.  

M - c ~ ~ c c -
E & e m a ~ eWhat brou i n t o  -7 ' 

5S c h i l l e r :  That i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c e r t a i n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  r e a l l y .
4 

--I t h i n k  i t  was a conscious  d e c i s i o n  of 

h i s  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  l i f e  t o  go i n t o  t h e  a r t s ,  number one, crnl 

secondly w h i l e  h e  s t u d i e d  i n  1. lunichCit  was  t h e  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  .- JL 

t i m e  f o r  a r t s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  kbd f o r  pe r fo rming  a r t s .  He was > 
P 

v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a g e  design,  and some of h i s  e a r l i e s t  a t t e n t s  

d u r i n g  h i s  s tudy  titries w e r e  i n  t h e  des ign  of scenery.  There a r e  

s t i l l  s k e t c h e s  a v a i l a b l e  where  h e  sketched costumes,  and one of 

t h e  many t h i n g s  h e  h a s  done i n  h i s  l i f e  i s  des ign  costumes w e n  

4 



f o r  Louise. Costumes,. o r  clothes.  And I t h i n k  i t  i s  from t h i s  

k ind  of involvement,  involvement w i t h  a r t i s t s ,  t h a t  h e  developed 

a k i n s h i p  t o  t h e  design p ro fe s s ion  as  such, d beyond t h a t ,  I--
t h ink  he did become i n t r i g u e d  w i t h  t h e  "new" m a t e r i a l s ,  which 

weren't  r e a l l y  t h a t  new st t h e  t ime, bu t  which i n  h i s  op in icn  

were used t o  i m i t a t e  what had been done i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and i n  

s t r u c t u r e  before.  

M e s s  : When did h i s  v i s i o n  f a i l ,  b , ~ ; ~ ~ o ~ a y a y ' s ~ n
3 * ~kiknass? 

Schi l l . e r :  	 w* I th ink  q u i t e  your~g. I t h i n k  h e  was twenty-seven or twenty-

eight .  He developed a cancerous l e s i o n  i n  one of h i s  eyes. 

w-
For tuna te ly ,  t h e  eye --b'e r enwed- - i t ' s  n o t  fo r tuna t e ,  bu t  I 

igeaa, fo r tuna t e ly  by removal of t h e  eye f i e  was w i t h o u r  any r e a l  

i l l n e s s  u n t i l  h i s  f i n a l  o n e  Which was a l s o  cancer. But  a 

d i f f e r e n t  kind, and apparen t ly  no t  r e l a t e d  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  removed 

cancer  i n  h i s  eye. 



Riess : 

S c h i l l e r :  

R i e s s : 

S c h i l l e r :  

did h e  
Before  h e  l o s t  h i s  eye, s k e t c h r n  on a d i f f e r e n t  

1
s c a l e ,  o r  was he  a l w a y G 1 - s c a l e d  

W e l l ,  t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  had a l l  k inds  of reasons. I t h i n k  i t  was 

b a s i c a l l y  caused by t h e  f a c t  t h a t h e  didn't  have t h e  f a c i l i t y  t o  

do anyth ing  i n  a l a r g e  scale ,  and I ' m  no t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s c a l e  of 

the  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r ,  which was always very l a r g3 )&f r a t h e r f i h e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  thereof ,  s i nce  a l l  t h e  e a r l y  sketches,  which 

r e a l l y  formed h i s  v i s i o n  of what  was going t o  happen a f t e rws rds ,  
W T L C  dxrrte 
&y4e+mm i n  t h e  t renches.  6 e r e  waflfleither mP room, nor 

f a c i l i t y ,  nor even paper l a r g e  enough,-

So i t  s t a r t s  ou t  being economy of means. 

Yes. But, t h e r e  i s  something e l s e  t o  be s a i d  about tha t .  I 

dcn't kqow whether i t  was so  much t h e  physical  cond i t i on  of h i s  

bu-
eyes, o r  i f  i t  was t h a t  i t  i s  much e a s i e r  t o  design a a very 

small scale .  J, _ maybe i t  i s  because I've beenmbVyL--
working w i t h  him s o  l o n g  t h a t  I t o o  have acqui red  the  d e s i r e  t o  

work i n  a s  s m a l l  a s c a l e  a s  possible .  You have a b e t t e r  overview 

of t he  t o t a l  e f f e c t ,  and . the t o t a l  p ro jec t ,  i f  you can keep i t  

w i t h i n  a s c a l e  t h a t  i s  easy t o  see  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Most people  "-% 
work i n  l a r g e - s c a l e  



draw ings /because  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  l ook  a t  t h e  d e t a i l d n d  dev i se  

t h e  necessary point-by-point developments t h a t  have t o  be done a s  

you develop drawings f u r t h e r .  

-3
%aX t h a t  i s  an  a spec t  i n  which h e  was never very  
.I -

much involved. He was involved by checking and s e e i n g  whether  i t  

fol lowed h i s  ideas ,  but i t  was something t h a t  h e  persona l ly  

probably, except  a t  school  and i n  h i s  f i r s t  yea r s ,  h a s  n w e r  done 

since. It's always dcne by o the r  a r c h i t e c t s ,  draftsmen, g t c  

So, i t  i s  very  obvious t h a t  f o r  what  h e  was persona l ly  i n t e r e s t e d  

in ,  t h e  s m a l l  s ca l  e was idea l .  But h i s  a b i l i t y  i n  a very  s m a l l  

s c d e  t o  draw what could be blown up t o  tremendous s i z e  and s t i l l  

have t h e  c o r r e c t  p ropor t ions  and everyttili , was uqusual. That 

was very  unusual. Aqd th.t(he may have developed simply because 

he would be very c l o s e  t o  t h e  paper on which h e  d r e w ,  and i n  f a c t  

you had t h e  f e e l i n &  &a*-that the  penc i l  a lmost  came o u t  

of h i s  eye, a s  h e  was drawing. 

Ftiess : 	 I t  fo l lows  t h e  thought.  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I t  h a s  something t o  do w i t h  another  concept t h a t  I have 

o f t e n  wondered about. These days, t h e  m a t t e r  of s c a l e  i s  no 

/-----\
1onger importan q e c a u s e -  more and more of t h e  physical 

d r a f t i n g  w i l l  be done o r  i s  being done by computers. and no 

longe r  by people i n  t h a t  senseB er-! - ----	 . . 



- LW b e  /--
i t  pu t  i n t o  t h e  computer.- a t  a 
.c1 

v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e .  and t hen  you push a b u t t o n  and i t  e n l a r g e s  all 

t h i s ,  and amp1 i f  i e s  it, and does  a l l  t h e  ad j  ustrn e n t s  necessa ry  

f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  s c a l e  by i t s e l f  I would t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  thought  bb 

p roces se s  we re  ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  

3
Riess  : H i s  thought  p roce s se s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  way a canpute r  o p e r a t e s .  

'-; 
1 

C 

It i s  a way t h a t  I have which is n o t  very usual  f o r  

a r c h i t e c t s .  I ' m  n o t  v e q  dependent on t r y i n g  o u t  t h i n g s  on 

paper. I f o rn  p r e t t y  much eve ry th ing  i n  my mind b e f o r e  I com~lii t  

i t  t o  paper. And t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  norroal and usual  way. Most 

a r c h i t e c t s  go through reams of paper, one ske tch  over t h e  o ther ,  

u n t i l  they  have  what they want. 

f,
R i e s s  : t@-.-Cm=3g- . i n  your  c a se  and i n  Mendelsohn's 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. I know t h a t  I 've a lways done tha t ,  + m i  
. . 


d k s i r 7
-:.: f+ 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. 

+& 
 u(Lf-

2s f u l l y  conceived. 

But I would a1 so  say t h a t  I-lendelsohn was never  aware  of h i s  

t h i n k i n g  process.  I mean, I have f o r  ~ y s e l f  analyzed what  I am 

doing and why I am doing it, and I 've  d i scussed  t h a t  w i t h  him a 



_-- A -.-- . ..- .

./ - . .number of times. No, f o r  him, t h i s '-. - was an 

i n t u i t i v e  thing.' It's i n t u i t i v e  f o r  anyone, no ma t t e r  how you do 
/----% 

itj 
t h e  design process i s  something t h a t  i s  i n t u i t i v e ,  and 

you n w e r  be a b l e  t o  design somethin& I 

7 
Riess : You mean f ran manent t o '  mmenr/here i s  that- -LvLr-

S c h i l l e r :  From moment t o  moment. I t  i s  a creat+ve process i n  c e r t a i n  ways, 
/ 

and I know t h a t  he h e w o u l d n ' t a d m i t i t t o m o s t  

people--he had h i s  doubts whether he could so lve  something, o r  
t e  k o 4.u L 3 k e . P  

whether he would be a b l p t o  do i a  order  t o  

ge t  a s o l u t i o g m  

f h L  / U 4 5 - ,. .
I th ink  t h a t  no ma t t e r  - -

when you f i r s t  approach a p r o j e c t i * t h e r e  i s  always a 

'P ?doubt. - w i l l  so lve  i t  t o  your awn satisfaction;--,-

ix 
= 4 

7 
w i l l  be poss ib l e  t o  so lve  it. krd there ' s  always a f e a r  t h a t-- I-
t h i s  may be something t h a t  you can't handle. Which i s  

f r i g h t e n i n g  i n  a way, and in t imida t ing ,  and I t h i g k  most--
a r c h i t e c t s  cover i t  by s t a r t i n g  t o  sketch, and i t  w i l l  come t o

1 
me, it w i l l  come t o  me, i t  w i l l  come t o  me. 



I h e s i t a t e  t o  draw even t h a t  much of a l i n e  u n t i l  it's all 

t h e r e .  o r  I t h i n k i t  i s  a l l  t he re .  Then. I have  no problem. I 

put i t  on paper and then  I discover  t h a t  t h i s  doesn't f i t .  t h a t  

doesn't f i t .  Okay. So you s t a r t  ad j usting. But--

._ . - I have t o  wercome t h a t  block of 

f e a r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  something t h a t  I may not  be a b l e  t o  handle. o r  

may no t  be a b l e  t o  solve. 

Riess : Do you have i n  your head designs t h a t  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  

colinissioa? a does a n  a r c h i t e c t  have t h a t ?  
CC 

a 

S c h i l l e r :  Some d a  Mendelsohn did. I d o b d b e c a u s e  I've always been too  

busy i n  my l i f e .  much too busy i n  my l i f e .  t o  g ive  i n  t o  th ings  

of t h a t  nature. 

Riess: This  isa' t p a r t  of your imaginat ive process? 

S c h i l l e r :  No. Not m i n e  Mendelsohn's, yes. Very much s a  I mean, all 

these  thousands of ske tches  t h a t  he  did were  th ings  t h a t  had t o  

be put on paper. He had t o  do it /because those  were designs 

t h a t  were coming t o  h i s  mind/and h e  had t o  g ive  them some 

expression.  



b o c k s  --- -
..--.-

Riess :  To{ne of t h e  -s t h a t  I r e a i  -1~. about ~ e n d e l s o h n , d X E  

-the person i m e r v i e w e d  sa id ,  i n  answer t o  a question, t h a t  mende1~0'l 

t h e  i d e a  of W-a 

EgL'rSM Utopian a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  t h i n9-
-

m a e h + g  ve ry  grandiose, V A . j ~ , , % Z ' r e o r g a h i n g  p o p l e ' s  

by
l i v e s  arnl say ing  t h a t  l i f e  can be changed +++re bu i ld ings  g-,

1 

S c h i l l e r  : Well. when you t a l k  about  reorganiz ing  people's l i v e s .  and t h i n g s  

f a r  beyond t h e  concepts  of pure a r c h i t e c t u r 3  I th ink  t h a t  i s  i n  

the  na ture  of marry a r t i s t s .  Very few a r t i s t s  w i l l  admit  t o  t h e  

f a c t  - f i o w j h  , 



R i e s s : 	 Why won't they? 

- ---.----Y 
S c h i l l e r :  	 Because pe-r.eieuh&y these  days, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s ,  t h e  word p o l i t i c a l  h a s  a  nega t ive  connotation. I don't 

want t o  t a l k  about politic&ecause we'd g e t  i n t o  s o s e t h i n g  

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  l e t  me say t h i s :  Mendelsohn was a  Utopian 

when i t  came t o  p o l i t i c s ;  h e  had very  c l ea r ,  t o  himfiery c l e a r  

i d e a s  of how people should behave, how they should l i v e ,  what  

they should do. what t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ought t o  be a& I t h i n k0 
i t  i s  i n  t he  na tu re  of an a r c h i t e c t ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  of a 

planner,  t o  go beyond t h e  c r e a t i o n  of houses and bui ld ings ,  and 

h a b i t a t s  and all tha t ,  tw t o  go i n t o  manipula t ing  t h e  l i v e s  of 

t h e  people  who a r e  going t o  l i v e  i n  t he se  houses  and bu i ld ings  

and o f f i c e s ,  e t c .  

I t  i s  almost--you cannot q u i t e  s t o p  There i s  a po in t  where 

you f e e l  t h a t  you a r e  forming  the  outward image of c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

or of a c i v i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  you ought t o  go beyond t h a t  and 

c r e a t e  the c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and c r e a t e  a  c i v i c  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  i s  tud 

i d e a l  a s  your  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  might  be. There is 

no quekt ion  i n  my mind t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  l a c k  of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  o r  of r e a l  a r ch i t ec tu re .  o r  j u s t  bui lding,  has  a  



tremendous impact  on society.  - i s  understandable,-
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  we t a l k  about,  beginning of t h i s  

4 m  

century and c e r t a i n l y  we've been through all k inds  of semi-4 
r w o l u t i o n s  and r e a l  r w o l u t i o n s  i n  t he  s i x t i e s  and t h e  f i f t i e s ,  

and l a t e r  	on, - '& iQ tit-&-*~u,~'&u-~~~k 
--_I _ __ ._,__ ... --- /_ 

I 

>People a c t i v e  i n  t he se  t ime& c r e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
4' 

./-
people&"would a l s o  become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how these  people l i v e d  

and what  they pursue and what  t h e i r  a ims  a r e  and t h e i r  ideas ,  

t h e i r  ideo logies .  And p r e t t y  soon you f i n d  you r se l f  i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  where you want t o  in f luence ,  and Mendel sohn very  much 

wanted t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t .  Never had a chance, r e a l l y .  

Riess  : 	 Was he  a pu r i t an?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 N o .  He wasn't. You see,  we're a l l  a conglomerate r e a l l y  of 

i n h e r i t e d  and environmental  inf luences.  He couldn ' t  he lp  being a 

Prussian,  -e he  was born i n  Pruss ia ,  and h e  was r a i s e d  i n--
P r u s s i a  Arld I'm say ing  t h a t  a lmost  i n  a good sense,  i f  t h e r e  i s  -
a good sense  t o  t h e  word P rus s i an  o r  t h e  concept of being a 

Prussian.  

One of t h e  maj or  concepts  is,  of course, f h a f y o ~put  

every th ing  i n  order,  and a very r i g i d  order. --=our -
place i s  here,  and your place i s  here,  etc.  I t  i s ,  i n  c e r t a i n  



ways, r eg imen ta t ion  .I 'm no t  saying t h a t  Mendel sohn be l ieved  i n  

a regimentat ion.  I n  f a c t ,  he didn't, Cer ta in ly  no t  f o r  himself.  

ButLwithout  bel. ieving i n  it, and wi thout  t h ink ing  t h a t  he  was 
o w .  

be l i ev ing  i n  it, he  i n s i s t e d  on regimenta t ion  f o r  -. He never 

expressed tha t - - i t  was j u s t  c l e a r  from h i s  act ions.  +f+w-a.szt - C 

the same time de tes ted  what he considered Prussian. P a  

6 ~ b 4 k . .  instance,-).P.rssreCarr*rb 1; h e  loved music, H u t  I 
w. L A .  

remember very c l e a r l y  Cke+ he  heard w e r  the  r a d i o  a  Wagner 

o p e r y f F e  	 turned t o  me and said,  "Shut off t h a t  Prussian noise! 

I c a n ' t  s tand it!" [ laughter ]  

Riess: 	 Was he  s e l f - c r i t i c a l ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. He was very s e l f - c r i t i c a l .  In  f a c t ,  he used t o  say about 

himself ,  " I 'm  my own best c r i t i c t '  And the  f a c t  i s  + , ' -

t h a t  most a r c h i t e c t s A h e n  they f ind  a  so lu t ion  d say, tTine,f-

t h i s  i s  grea t j  ,,his i s  f i n e c  I t  works, i t  se rves  a  purpose, 

t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  do. 
33 



t)LL 

Very of t e d h a t  i s  d ic ta ted  by economics of t h e  job, and t h ~

A 

economics of producing a  design f o r  a  building. which a f t e r  all 

i s  being paid f o r  t o  a  c e r t a i n  remurieration by a  client@-, -but t h a t  

i s  something t h a t  didn't en te r  h i s  mind. He would work and work 

and work u n t i l  he was t o t a l l y  s a t i s f i e d ,  w e n  i f  it didn't 

produce money f o r  him. And very o f t e n l i t  didn'tfbecause of the  

61
ins i s t ence  on excellence. He was very c r i t i c a l  of himself,  but 

he couldn't  take any c r i t i c i s m  from anybo* else. LI- w1 



In te rv iew a 
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mh& T O W L A . C > - ~ ~ S S ~ --
IRiess  : - .  -oh%L i L A L  

- B e r - e  -when you became c l o s e  t o  
I 

Mendel soh% -\were privy t o  any of h i s  thoughts  on some 
board hJeu~ra? 

of h i s  contemporaries,  l i k e  W, -1 1 -

qu

S c h i l l e r :  Q-etlg- You shouldn't  m e n t i o n d  Npqtra a s  a 

eul 

contemporary, because N&tra  was considerably younger than  

\ 3 d  & 
yes, he  had thoughts  about N A t r a  

Cy
because N&tra was t r a i n e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  Ber l in .  He was j u s t  

one of t h e  many who had gone through Mendelsohn's o f f  i c e ;  h e  

didn't consider  him very  highly,  or--Mendelsoh9 had very l i t t l e  

cons ide ra t i on  f o r  people working f o r  him. 

Riess : By cons ide ra t i on  you mean respect! 

-, Mendel sohn. 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, you can  put i t  both ways. Mendelsohn had very l i t t l e  

r e s p e c t  f o r  o the r  a r c h i t e c t s .  Again, w i t h  exceptions.  I would 



a l s o  l i k e  t o  say t h a t  'I've m e t  o t h e r  very  well-known a r c h i t e c t s ,  

l i k e  Frank Lloyd Wright, who had less r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r  

a r c h i t e c t s  even t h a n  Mendelsohn For some s t r ange  r e a s o n d t h *  t w o  mC0 

had r e s p e c t  f o r  each other. They would n w e r  admi t  it, bu t  t h e i r  

behavior towards each o the r  very  c l e a r l y  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  they had 

a g rea t  dea l  of r e s p e c t  f o r  each o ther .  

Riess : Was Mendelsohn a  t h e o r i s t ;  d id  h e  t a l k  about  b e l i e f s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  N o .  H e  was n o t  a--well, h e  was a  t h e o r i s t  i n  a  way, you--
, / 

4 

/--

mentioned p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t e rv i ew  t h a t  you were  

aware of some l e c t u r e s  t h a t  h e  had given. I n  t h a t  sense,  h e  

might  have been a  t heo r i s t .  But e s s e n t i a l l y  Ch i s  a t t i t u d e  was 

t h a t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was not  something t o  t a l k  about, 

Zn ku 
about,  but  j u s t  t o  do. 

t o  w r i t e  

AY , 

ff-d-q h n - w t h e  r u l e s  

elF
t h a t  h e  s e t  up d id  n o t  apply t o  him necessar i ly .  They app l i ed  t o  

4 

everybody e l s e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  who were c r i t i c i z i n g  what  

h e  was doing, o r  who were  c r i t i c a l  i n  general  of what a r c h i t e c t s  

were doing. &he r u l e s  t h a t  he s e t  up f o r  o t h e r s  were no t- q r 
n e c e s s a r i l y  h i s  own ru les .  He did w r i t e  about a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  h e  

d id  speak about  a r c h i t e c t u r b d  -t o  him, a r c h i t e c t u r e  was t h e-
m i s t r e s s  of a l l  ar ts .  --all - o the r  a r t s d e r e  

.I 

subord ina t e  t o  it, bu t  were p a r t  of it. I n  h i s  spproach t o  

a r c h i t e c t u r e h e  t r i e d  t o  use o the r  a r t s ,  v i s u a l  a r t s  c e r t a i n l y ,  



Riess : 

t 

S c h i l l e r :  

b u t  a l s o  music t o  a  degree, t o  t r y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i t  i n  t h e  t o t a l  

p i c t u r e  of what  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  create. B u d a s  f a r  a s  h e  was 

concerned, t h e r e  was r e a l l y  no o t h e r  a r t  than  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  was t h e  major a r t .  

(-> H e  inc luded  i n  i t  c e r t a i n l y  pa in t ing ,  and h e  included 

s c u l p t u r e ,  and t h a t  was t h e  reason  t h a t  whenever i t  was f e a s i b l e ,  

f i n a n c i a l l y  f ea s ib l e ,  which was p r a c t i c a l l y  never, t o  i nc lude  

works of a r t  and o t h e r  a r t i s t s  i n  whatever  h e  was c r ea t i ng ,  he 

would do t h a t .  

3'- -
1referenceri s t o h i s  w i s h i n g t o  . 

do t h e  i n t e r i o r s  a l so .  He i n s i s t e d  on f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  houses. 

Th i s  was a  problem sometimes. 

Well ,  t h a t  normally i s  a problem. He be l ieved  i n  a  t o t a l  concept 

of a  p ro j ec t ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i f  he didn ' t  have a  hand i n  c r e a t i n g  

t h e  i n t e r i o r  a s  w e l l  a s  t he  e x t e r i o r  i n  t h e  volume w i t h i n  which 

every th ing  was contained, he f e l t  h e  had f a i l ed .  Arid 

essentially[l a g r e e  w i t h  that.  You cannot have a  house c r ea t ed  

by one person and t h e n  have i n  i t  th ings  t h a t  c l a sh  w i t h  i d a n d  

do n o t  f i t ,  phys ica l ly  or conceptually,  s o  i t  i s  h ighly  d e s i r a b l e  
LIL 

t h a t  bu i ld ings  a r e  being designed, or a t  l e a s t  supervised,  from A 

t o  Z by t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  



Did he des ign  f u r n i t u r e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, h e  designed f u r n i t u r e .  He designed f u r n i t u r e ,  and a c t u a l l y  

h e  i n s i s t e d  on going much f u r t h e r  t h a n  tha t .  He would design--or 

have designed, no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  h e  pe r sona l l y  would des ign  

i t - -o ther  t h i n g s  t h a t  belonged t o  a  house, l i k e  cu t l e ry .  L ike  

dinnerware ,  and bedcover s, cu r t a in s .  I n  o t h e r  words, w ery  t h i n g  

t h a t  had t o  do w i t h  g i v i n g  t h e  impre s s ion  of i t  a l l  hav ing  been 

c r e a t e d  by one hand. 

ZF'/OK
Ries s : 	 'b t h i n k  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  a r t c h e n  i s  p u b l i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  f  o m  of t h e  p r a c t i c e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well ,  perhaps. He had a  s p e c i f i c  a t t i t u d e  towards  t h a t .  The 

b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  you might c a l l  pub l i c  b u i l d i n g s ( t h a t  h e  &I% 

P' 

createdy/ were  ve ry  few i n  number. The b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  you  would 

c a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  we re  w e n  f e w e r  i n  number. He was n o t  a  
-.--

--\, p r i v a t e
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t .  You can l i s t  t h e  

-<-

r e s i d e n c e s c  t h a t  h e  had designed--or c e r t a i n l y  t h e  ones  t h a t  were 

execut  ed-on t h e  f i n g e r s  of one hand. 

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  he designed was h i s  own 

house i n  Be r l i n ,  i n  which h e  didn ' t  have t h e  p l e a s u r e  of l i v i n g  

ve ry  i b n g 6 e c a u s e  of h i s  l e a v i n g  t h e  country  r a t h e r  q u i c k l y  

a f t e r  i t  was completed. 



w u  
Riess : So that* about  4922. ' 9 3  1433 ? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Y - P  I don't r e c a l l  r i g h t  now exac t ly  what y e a r  

he  l e f t  Germany, bu t  i t  was very  e a r l y
2 

about 1933, '34, something l i k e  t h a t  I t h i n k  h i s  house was 

designed i n  '28, '29, b u i l t  s h o r t l y  t he rea f t e r .  So h e  had j u s t  

moved i n  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  i n t o  h i s  new house. 

The second house t h a t  he designed was a house f o r  P ro fe s so r  
CChalm] Tcl 

weifirnannin ?,-' 'voYr, i n  Pa l e s t i ne ,  who k k s ~became t h e  f i r s t  
4 	 A 

pres iden t  of I s r a e l .  The t h i r d  house he designed was f o r  P;--- fciman 

f l e n d e / s o h q
Schocken, who was a p r i o r  c l i e n t  of h i s  i n  Germany,- --

had designed h i s  department s t o r e s  i n  va r ious  c i t i e s .  

-n 

t h e r e  were  no f u r t h e r  houses u n t i l  he came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

and h e r e  he designed i n  San Franc isco  a house f o r  Madeline Haas 

Russell. And t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  des igns  t h a t  

he did. But m u l t i p l e  r e s idences  he designed i n  Ber l in ,  a t  

and Dunn. 

IhP e s s e n t i a l l y C h e  was a n  a r c h i t e c t  who designed f a i r l y--



Ries s  : 

l a r g e  proj  e c t  s, f a i r l y  l a r g e  b u i l  dings, and c e r t a i n l y  i n  Europe 

h e  had succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  a g r e a t  number of ve ry  l a r g e  

pro j  e c t  s, some pub1 ic,  some semi-publ i c ,  and some i n  p r i v a t e  

ownership, l i k e  t he  department s t o r e s  f o r  Schocken %at 

(# ,JL&=
t h a t  i s  what  he  prefer redg  imd+hen4it  came t o  a -a, .. -

q u e s t i o n  of what  h e  f e l t  t h a t  a n  a r c h i t e c t  ought t o  do a t  t h e  

peak of h i s  a b i l i t y .  o r  perhaps towards t h e  end of h i s  l i f  e 6 h e n--
h e  had t h e  most experienceh and I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  

w-

by c h o i c e 6 u t-.- because--.......... c i rcumstances. . .- ,- j u s t  happened t o  b 
'-> 

4 he 

Udesign-temples, symgogues, and 

conmunity centers .  He f e l t  t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  p o e t i c  j u s t i c e  i n  
? 

t ha t ,  because h e  was i n  c e r t a i n  ways r a t h e r  a b s t r a c t  t o  des ign  

churches o r  synagogues o r  r e l i g i o u s  bu i ld ings  50,d ' u  

_ _-----2 

\*@was n o t  a very  r e l i g i o u s  man, .- -
. -- sti l l ,  

, he f e l t  t h e r e  was something i n  t h e r e  t h a t  a sp i r ed  t o  h igher  a i m s c  

than  j u s t  des ign ing  something f o r  a c l i e n t .  

-. -. ..--
. -

- .  
... - -.. - ... . 

.--
BaZ .1h i s  c l i e n t s ~- a lways  

4 

s e e m d t o  have been Jewish. 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, t h a t  i s  not  true.  Ce r t a in ly  was no t  t r u e  i n  Germany; 

c e r t a i n l y  was no t  t r u e  i n  England; c e r t a i n l y  wasn't t r u e  i n  

Russia,  and i n  Spain. 



I S c h i l l e r :  I n  t h e  Bay Area, yes. That i s  very understandable -e63 

don't t h ink  t h a t  *-..--- anybody who knows h i s t o r y  

of t h a t  Mendelsohn was wi thout  ques t ion  t h e  b e s t  $,a r c h i t e c t u r  

knowlfand probably g r e a t e s t  and most i n f l u e n t i a l  J ewish  

a r c h i t e c t  _, - - -  i n  r ecen t  centuries .  So th& 2 ' s  
,.u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 6 h a t  h i s  c l i e n t s  might .have 

been Jewish. He didn't s e l e c t  h i s  c l i e n t s ;  t h e  c l i e n t s  s e l e c t e d  

him. 



-; 


l l  t'
Riess : 	 How was he t r a i n e d ?  Was h e  a  n a t u r a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  or d i d  h e  go 

through a r i go rous  t r a i n i n g ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 H e  went  through normal school ing.  H e  s t u d i e d  i n  ~ u n i c h / a n d  h e  

@ended up be ing  what  t h e  t i t l e  was a t  t h e  time, a "master bu i l de r t 1  
I \  	 I I 

i n  Germant, Baune i s t e r .  Of course ,  h e  was t r a i n e d  a s  an  

a r c h i t e c t ,  and equal ly .  a s  f a r  as t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was  

concerned, h e  was a  c e r t i f i c a t e d  engineer.  Which, I would say, 

both a p p e l l a t i o n s  were t o t a l l y  i nco r r ec t .  They didn ' t  mean 

anything[is f a r  a s  h e  was concerned. He c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  a n  

.-- . 
T H i s  

a c t u F w l e d g e  was compara t ive ly  minim 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  s t r e s s  of h i s  a b i l i t y  was c e r t a i n l y  i n  des ign  and 
@= 

i n  h i s  way of v i s u a l i z i n g ,  making i t  v i s i b l e  f o r  o thers - -h i s  

imaginat ion.  

others f 	 3Ri e s s : 	 So h e  was dependent t h e  eng ineer ing ,  on v u 4 r m ~  	 bat 

u 


S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, t o  a  degree. H e  had alm-pst v i s i o n a r y  concept  h e  f e l t  
He 

could be achieved. .$ways had t o  f i g h t  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  and 
4 

a s s i s t a n t s  t h a t  h e  had around him(;ho s a id ,  B u t  Mr. 

Mendel sohn, t h a t  cannot be done. " 



-- 

C 

2?b 


"Of course i t  can be done!, I'll show you how!" And h e  
3 

would t ake  s ix-vee  penci l ,  s o f t  penci l ,  and ske t ch  i t  and say, 

1200k how it can be done." But i t  was a lways  appearance. 
such as -lie had v a r i o u s  c l e a r  concepts t h a t ---a=4 

contemporary a r c h i t e c t u r e  of h i s  t ime,  our time, 

should exp re s s  t he  engineer ing  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  new m a t e r i a l s ,  

a s  h e  c a l l e d  then,, )darnely, conc re t e  and s t e e l ,  o r  a combination 

thereof ,  and r e in fo rced  concre t< p d  should not be used t o  

i m i t a t e  t h ings  t h a t  had happened bef oree Lhere  were  new -
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  new forms and new shapesft h a t  hadn't e x i s t e d  be t o r E 

L C U . L / ~  UnT; / then, 
-% engineer ing  bdd-i up,- from an engineer ing  

poin t  of view- b r i c k  and w o o d d n d  timbers,etc., o r  s tone,  

zd j u s t  could no t  produce t h e  kind of a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  h e  was 

I would say t h a t  h e  b made a  major c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
I 

n ,/---;----. 
architecture I:--&& t h a t  h e  was t h e  f i r s t  one 

who del  i b e r a t e l y  designed f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i  dl of t he se  new 

m a t e r i a l s ,  a t  a  t ime  when nobody r e a l  ized--including t h e  

engineers-- t h a t  they a c t u a l l y  did have t h a t  po ten t ia l .  Looking 

hm-&tis m t q g e  --- he 

had thqse  i d e a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  of World War I L h e n  h e  put -
t i n y  p i e c g o f  paper ske t ches  of what  he  envis ioned s t r u c t u r e s  

would '\look l i k e ,  and should look  l i k e .  30f h a t  was i n  '17: we're 
C 

in187 s v ~ ~ ~ f yy e a r s
1 

l ~ s E r ,  



-
Looking from my vantage po in t  n o w 6  say, yes, t h e r e  i s n ' t  
wr+uLd:h-

anyth ing  h e r e  h e  a l l y  imposs ib l e  a t  

t h e  t i m e  
J 

$d i n  c e r t a i n  ways/he was even beyond the  s t a g e s  of what  we 

F-----' 
consider  pos s ib l e  today. --it is no t  because'  t h e  -

d' 
-

m a t e r i a l  w i l l  not  do i t  but  because our  bu i ld ing  codes a r e  s t i l l  

f a r  behind t h e  t i m e d a n d  w i l l  no t  pe rmi t  c e r t a i n  thinps(because 

they haven't been proven t o  be cor rec t .  So, I t h i n k  t h a t  was 

probab1.y h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

on. - What make f 
He could have 

---.__.__ 

done all t h e  t h i n g s  he's done all h i s  l i f e  and be j u s t  one of t h e  

many succes s fu l  a r c h i t e c t  no t  a  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t .  That h e  

was considered a g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t  i s  perhaps again coincidence. 

-- 
-- 

.3 
I; 

i' 
d 

And h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  and d e s i r e  t o  push h imse l f  i n t o  a  place. It 

t a k e s  t ha t ,  and the  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a l i z e  what s e t s  him a p a r t  from 

o thers ,  and t o  play on t h a t ,  t h a t  c r e a t e s  t h a t  one person whom 

o t h e q  $nowledge 
4 

a s  being g r e a t  I t  doesn't n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 



& Y C - c ~ L A  
L 

z 
F G '  ' 

t h a t  t h e r e  a r en ' t  o t h e r s  a t  t h e  same t i m e  who do a s  much, a r e  as 

capable, are a s  g r e a t  a n  a r c h i t e c t  o r  a r t i s t  a s  h e  was. There 

may have been many who were g r e a t e rland have, t o t a l l y  unknown t o  

y9u/- o r  m d i r  anyone else, done t h i n g s  t h a t  exceeded t h a t  du%-

he did,  or what Frank Lloyd Wright did. 

But i t ' s  the  combination of a b i l i t y  p lu s  pe r sona l i t y  t h a t  

makes a g r e a t  p e r s o l  And i n  h i s  case& was *acy simple. Not 

so  s imple.  He s p e n t  t he  days t h a t  h e  had t o  s i t  on guard duty i n  -
t h e  t r enches  i n  Eas t  P rus s i a  on t h e  Russian f r o n t  i n  World War I 
rob in a 

t he se  t i n y  l i t t l e  ske tches ,  and they were t i ny  f o r  a  very 

s imp le  reason: h e  had t o  scrougge paper from wherever he  could 

g e t  i t  a s  a  s o l d i e r .  was j u s t  a p r iva t e .-
/ 0- - 4  

7 

He made t h e s e  sketchesfand t h e n  found somebody 

Casira,  who was w i l l i n g  t o  publ i sh  them. And they were decr ied 

a s  " v i g n e t t e s  " Bet not  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Aqd they were v igne t tes .  
) 

Except t h a t  i f  you t ake  some of t he se  ske t ches  and en l a rge  then  a 

hundredff o l d  they s t i l l  hang toge ther ,  and s t i l l  have a shape 
b 


t h a t  i s  unique t o  him. There i s  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between j u s t  a 
," 

c l eve r  l i t t l e  sketch/  and som e t h i n g  t h a t  expresses  a  much deeper 

thought. fol lowing t h e96. 
Casira e x h i b i F m e t  a  young s c i e n t i s t  by the  name of Ervin 

~reundlich(;ho happened t o  be t h e  chief  a s s i s t a n t  of Alber t  

E ins te in .  The next--not r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  -major 

commission t h a t  Mendelsohn got  was t o  design t h e  ~ L s t e i n  tower.
;I 

t h e  a s t r o p h y s i c a l  l a b  f o r  E i n s t e i n  i n  Potsdam. That 
1 



when i t  was compl eted, made him w or1 d-wide known -,-that 

was s o  unusual, and s o  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from anyth ing  i n  
jUM 


ex i s t ence  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and c l e a r l y  t r y i n g  t o  exp re s s  t h e  
4 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  were e x i s t a n t  i n  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  conc re t e  and 

s t e e l .  

e.c 
The i .=me of t h a t  bui lding,  ss t h e  design of t h e  E i n s t e i n  

4 
tower,  has  never l e f t  him. A l l  o the r  commissions t h a t  came a f t e r  

t h a t ,  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y ,  had something t o  do w i t h  that.  So 

a l l  of a sudden t h e r e  h e  was. The i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  about  t he  

Z i n s t e i n  tower i s  t h a d b e c a u s e  i t  was so  s h o r t  a t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  

war, and c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  s t e e l  were p rac t i ' c a l l y  

unobta inable  i n  Germany a t  t h e  t ime, .bep i t  had t o  be changed 

i n  midstream w h i l e  under c o n s t r u c t i o n  I t  was designed f o r  j u s t  

- that--for concre te  and s tee lL-and  h e  had t o  redes ign  it. Of 

c o u r s e g h e  t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  same shape and the  same expression.  
d-

And t h a t  word "expressio< -- ~ l S h o u 9 h  A-
jdg e s s e n t i a l l y  h e  was a n  e x p r e s s i o n i s  > f e  would always deny 

. .
t h a t .  

H e  used t h e  s ane  exp re s s ion  w i t h  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n  o t h e r  

words,, i n  t h e  wrong ideom. And many of those  who a t  t h a t  t i m e  

were  i n t r i g u e d  by h i s  design f e l t  h e  was a f a k e b e c a u s e  he  

/- 4 

designed iS: i n  a n  ideom or i n  a m a t e r i a l  t h a t  couldn't  r e a l l y ,  o r  

shouldn' t r e a l l y  exp re s s  t h a t  kind of a shape and form. 



d-2,a- t  / ,&.d  
S c h i l l e r :  	 -. At t h e  t i m e  4 was q u i t e  unusual. But more t h a n  

t h a t ,  i t  expressed something else which was news; namely, t h a t  it 

wasn't  just%orm express ing  t h e  use of c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s d t  

t h e  form a l s o  expressed a  f u n c t i o n  You might say t h a t  t h e  

Bauhaus t r i e d  t o  do t h e  same thing. True, bu t  l a t e r .  m u 

w,i f  anybody would say t o  k4endelsohn.f;-hat form f o l l o w s  

func t ion ,  he would have decr ied  t h a t  a s  u t t e r  nonsense. 
/ 

t h a t  would have pu t  him i n s i d e  t h e  ~ a u h a u s l w h e r e  he didn ' t  
4C 

belong. He knew them a l l ,  he  worked w i t h  them, he d i scussed  

m a t t e r s  w i t h  them, he  argued w i t h  them publ ic ly ,  and some of them 

were  c l  ose f  r i ends  of h i 3  /ahey had come t o  r ecep t ions  a t  h i s  

house, e t c .  ~ u t / h e  f  ollcwed q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  rou t e .  

c&ammer -.I t h e r e  was something else i n  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  

i s  no t  espoused by t h e  Bauhaus. That's a c e r t a i n  romanticism i n  

CvkJ
i d i n  both form and shape. It i s  something t h a t  he  3 s  never 

a b l e  t o  expla in ,  @whereas  anyth ing  t h a t  i s  used i n  t h e  Bauhaus 

can be. explained. But h e  h imse l f  couldn't  exp la in  it, and t h a t ' s  

P.c 
why he t a lked  about  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e h  s ~ r r ' bblerr  , r e f e r r i n g  t o  



c r i t i c s  and people  who were w r i t i n g  books about a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

l i k e  [S i eg f r i ed ]  Gideon. whom he despised/because of h i s  boob  

Not personal ly)  F e y  knew each o t h e r f b u t  h e  despised what  h e  

had t o  say about  i t  a t  t h a t  time. 

There i s  one o the r  t h i n g  t h a t  should be s a i d  about him- 

, ! t h a t  perhaps p l aces  him among t h e  exp re s s ion i s t s .  And 

t h a t  i s  t h a t l i n  h i s  opinion, and t o  a g r e a t  degree i n  mine too. 

Gpigeon h o l e s  a r e  n o t  f o r  human beings,  they ' re  f o r  pigeons. And 

i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  impossible,  nor should one wer a t t empt ,  t o  put 

anyone j u s t  i n t o  one pigeonhole and say. "That's what  h e  was." 

H e  was t o o  complex a person6d t o o  complex a c r e a t i v e  mind t o  

be  f i t t e d  i n  j u s t  one c e r t a i n  a spec t .  

R ie s s  : 	 Is t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  credo a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  him. l i k e  "Form 

f o l l o w s  funct ion,"  '!Less i s  more." "Organic a r c h i t e c t u r  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, *yes, s i n c e  you're t a l k i n g  about organic  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

perhaps. I t  i s  very c l e a r  when you a s e e  him having designed 

n t h a t  
t h i n g s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  count r ies ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  surroudings e was 

4 J f l  
very  acu te ly  aware of where t h ings  belonged and where they didn't  

belong. When you go these  days--though I haven't been t h e r e c b d  

from p i c t u r e s  t h a t  I have seen, and w e n  dur ing  t h e  t i n e  t h a t  I-'4Ytcr4c 

was i n  Pa l e s t i ne ,  now Israel--go t o  x a t  country&iu'l l  s ee  
'l 



something t h a t  people  r e f e r  t o  a s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e "  The 

IInext  t h i n g  youlm h e a r  i s  Mendelsohn was t h e  fo rmos t  

exponent of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s ty le .  Nonsense. -,.. what 
L. r. 

7 

they t r i e d  t o  

i n  Germany. He 

r e fused  t o  do t h e  same t h i n g  he did i n  Germany, o r  anywhere i n  

Europe, except  perhaps i f  he had t o  d e s i p  something i n  I t a l y  or 

41
around t h e  Mediterranean o r  i n  S p a i s  He adapted h i s  desig* o r

1 

he c r ea t ed  them s p e c i f i c a l l y  fo r  t h e  a r e a  i n  which h e  was 

working. Which meant t h a t  h e  was acu t e ly  aware of what i s  a 

f a i r l y  new a r t ,  environmental design. Not j u s t  f o r  appearance 

s a k e k b u t  f o r  a l l  k inds  of reasons: f o r  c l i m a t i c  reasons,  f o r  

reasons  of sav ing  e n e r B ,  e t c  mJis bu i ld ings  i n  I s r a e l  have 

* / -t i n y  windows, and they were s l o t  windows n o t  h o r i z o n t a l  windows,
1 

f o r  a very s imp le  reason! $ou needed very l i t t l e  i n f l u x  of 

dayl igh t  because t h e  l i g h t  was s o  b r igh t ,  and you c e r t a i n l y  

d i d n ' t  want t h e  i n f l u x  of t h e  heat .  , 

6-So t h e r e  a r e  all k inds  of t h ings  t h a t  he  did d i f f e r e n t l y .  

'l@9 A n d  then  come t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and aga in  the  change i nr\ n 
vlstyle ,"  i f  you want t o  put i t  t h i s  way. So i n  t h o t  

cr e s p e c t  too, h e  was very,  very d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  contemporar ies ,  

w e n  those  who were  "modern," quo te  unquote, a r c h i t e c t s .  I 

didn1t.mean t o  pu t  quo te s  around t h e  a r c h i t e c t s/but around the  

word modern. 



d hltndtl.:. ~ 1 ~ 3 1C-wv 
Riess: Why at o  San ~rancisco?-~'~~ W t ' s 

Schi l . le r :  e.He came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  because he  was of fered  a  c h a i r  

ad 'Iluk 
a t  wzhz univers i ty ,  tu rned  o u t  a f te rwards  not  t o  be q u i t e  t h e  

bcc-;-tZKrvc?LA a d 
way he thought i t  was going t o  be-it was more a  ma t t e r  of 

. . 

being
/ - '  ' .  

a guest  l e c t u r e r  a t  va r ious  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Riess:  Was t h i s  MIT? 

S c h i l l e r :  No. F rank ly ,  I don ' t  want  t o  say--I don ' t  know. I don' t  
&b.A& 

reneriber r i g h t  now. I t  was a  t ime I was i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  A-rmy, W--T%~= -,, ,--of 

Ftiess: So t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  beginning of t h e  f o r t i e s ,  then!-

Schie : Yes. H e  of 1941, p, 

simp1 e  r  eased / f h e r e  w a s  no 

w o r l i ~ b s o lutely none  H e  had closed h i s  London o f f i c e  a t  t he  

s t a r t  of t h e  war f o r  equal ly obvious reasons! / h e r e  was no work, 

and i t  was kind of d i f f i c u l t .  4rrr j t  was a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  I had-




h t flau 
a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Si- Schocken, whe the r  i t  m i g h t  be 

p o s s i b l e  t o  c r e a t e  a  c h a i r  a t  t h e  Hebrew U n i v e r s i w  o r  a t  t h e  

Technion i n  H a i f a  f o r  him, i n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  h im i n  P a l e s t i n e .  
C221nla1.l C-.L. n


Wmr, ki*s?.1 Schocken +rzPd a t  t h e  t i m e d  was c o n s i d e r i n g  


d o n a t i n g  t h e  maj o r  amount of rroney t h a t  was  required.  For  one 

p".
r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e w  l t  n w e r  came t o  it, and t h e n  came t h e  o f f e r s  

1 I 
t o  c o n e  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  He f i n a l l y  decided,  w e l l ,  I c a n  go s 


\\ 
t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a r e s .  He was  a  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  a t  t h e  t i m  33 "I 
can  come back agy t i m e  I want  t o ,  and i n  f a c t  I wan t  t> j f u t  

meanwhile,  why don't I go t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  and t r y  i t" 

I had a3 s o  ment ioned t o  E l e a n o r  a  f  unny--in r e t r o s p e c t ,  k i n d  
-- d.r 4 

of funny ~ t t e m p t  on t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  w a r  i n  '39 t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  
h h 

t h e  RAF, h e  and I t 0 g e t h e r . q  S3 h e  f e l t  f o r  a number of r e a s o n s  

t h a t  h e  was  n o t  b e i n g  used f o r  t h e  b e s t  purposes ,  and t o  h i s  b e s t  

a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  something t o  t h e  e f f o r t  t h a t  w a s  go ing  on. 

I t  tu rned  EU: t h a d t h o u g h  t h e  c h a i r  a s  such d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  

a number of u n i v e r s i t i e s  w e r e  only  t o o  happy t o  have  him 

h e r e  a s  g u e s t  l e c t u r e r ,  and i n  a d d i t i o 4 h e  War Depart lvent 

dec ided  t o  use h i s  knowledge of i n d u s t r i a l  deve lcpments  i n  Europe 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Germany. He became a  p a r t - t i m e  a d v i s o r  t o  

t h e  War Department i n  Washington. That  of course /n ly  a f t e r  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  had e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  war  l"a f t e r  P e a r l  Harbor.  

So t h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  



 NOW, whi l e  h e  was i n  t h e  United S t a t e s A e  was l ook ing  around f o r  

a p l ace  where h e  might want t o  settle. He was used t o  t r a v e l  all 

t h e  t imefand  was commuting between London and Jerusa lem a t  a  
w b - 4  at r\ C IauShsj

t i m e n i t  wasn't exac t ly  a commute, you know.. By a i r .  So, h e  
\ 4 

t r ave l ed  a l l  over t h e  United StatesCi\That was another  a b i l i t y  I 

would say of both E r i c  and Louise. Nei ther  one could drive. He 

didn't ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  because h e  had only one e y e d n d  f e l t  h e  

would endanger people. -Louise--I t h ink  she could 
__--

-3 

drivel  f i t  tiw s h e  had been used t o  being chau f f eu r -d r iven  I t  

i s  kind of d i f f i c u l t  t o  change one ' s  s t y l e .  

. . - J 

)In any case,  somehow they always managed t o  f i n d  somebody 

who was w i l l i n g  t o  d r ive  them. I've done t h a t  f o r  years.  And 

cgaasP, when you d r i v e  E r i c  and Louise  Lyou supply a  car ,  too. 

Ci\ They f o m d  a  young architect-h 
w w ~roo ~OYOLUL 

-1 only t o  t ake  t h e n  
A 

on a  t r i p  t o  t h e  West Coast. They came t o  San Francisco and E r i c  

\ 4 I I 
was abso lu t e ly  enchanted w i t h  it, and thought,  t h i s  i s  it. I can 

f u l l y  understand it. He had a g r e a t  a f f i n i t y  t o  t h e  
/"' -\ 

Mediterranean; h e  l m e d  i t  i n  I t a l y ,  l w e d  i t  i n  

Greece, l w e d  i t  i n  Pa les t ine .  Even though they a r e  d i f f e r e n t  

C I  


degrees  of be ing  comfor tab le  which didn't  bother  him, 
t\ 


i n c i d e n t a l l y  (Hle didn't  need any comfort. Personal comfort  

didn ' t  mean anyth ing  t o  him. Q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from Louise; 

personal  COKI f o r t  meant a1 most wery th ing ,  a1most. 



So, it reminded him t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  of t h e  Mediterranean. 

, and t h e  way i t  w a s--
* A  

s i t u a t e d  a b w e  t h e  bay) t h e  wa t e r ,  t h e  w a t e r  co lo r  -g 

t h e  temperature ,& _af ter  a l l ,  i t  i s  one of t h e  more p l e a s a n t-
sur roundings  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

W" w 3 
Riess :  W r . 5 ~ a nhad t o  be urban cen t e r .  -
S c h i l l e r :  ~ ..- ~ ~ , i s  the s m -i t  had t o  be p r e t t y  much an urban cent.€% % a t  

" C 

/:.
w,,etkp 

.
other t h i n g C / k a t  n e i r h e r  one& t h e  l o n g  run  ,' 

/ 

fcuqd t o  t h e i r  l i k i n g .  It wasn' t  a s  cosmcpol i t an  a t  t h e  t i n e  a s  

i t  i s  today, and even today I would q u e s t i o n  t h a t  they would f e e l  

a t  home i n  t h a t  respect .  They were  l ook ing  f o r  a  v e r y  

cosmopol i t an  c i Q .  I mean, a f t e r  a l l ,  they were  used t o  B e r l i n ,  

Par i s ,  London, where  they had l i v e d  a t  v a r i o u s  t imes ,  

Ansterdan;. 

R iess  : 9a s h e  c u l t u r e  of course -v i n  t h o s e  places ,  and i s  i t  
C 

t h e  people a l s o  who a r e  more cosmopolitan? 



 chiller : 	Yes. 3'
The people,.,.,pre, s t r a n g e l y  enough, even today, more 
. 

cosrnopol i ty i ,  &id-, 2ome of t ha ' t  c a m e t o  t h e  f o r e  v e r y  
'Iw 	 L 

ea r l y ,  azd I wasn ' t  h e r e  when he s t a r t e &  s o  I don't know whether  

i t  was h i s  own f a u l t ,  or  whether  it was t h e  f a u l t  of t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  community. The chap te r  of t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  

of Arch i t e c t s ,  t h e  t h e n  no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  chap te r ,  now t h e  San 

Franc i sco  chapter ,  of course  h e w  who h e  was, and h e  was i n v i t e d  

t o  lecture,- He spoke w i t h  a  ve ry  s t r o n g  accent. He 

made up a s  h e  went  a long  a  language of h i s  own, too. And a 

m, nobody could c o r r e c t  h i s  Eng l i sh  fbecause af t e r  a l l ,  " I 'm 

a n  Englishna>" ,dumber one, -umber tw&ody could c o r r e c t-	 3 

E r i c  1,iendelsohn. period! He would use  c e r t a i n  exp re s s ions  t h a t  

cn ly  1 can translatc+,,;"because I knew what  . they meant. B u t  i t  was 

a language cf h i s  own, i n  a  way. I shouldn ' t  exaggera te ;  he  

spoke a c t u a l l y  ve ry  good Engl ish ,  and w r o t e  e x c e l l e n t  E n g l i s  
< 

1i t t l e  i n f l uenced  by t h e  German mannerism, which of course  i s  

po i so s  t o  Engl i sh .  

R i e s s  : 	 G u t  t h i s  g o t  i n  t h e  way of h i s  be ing  drawn i n t o  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

S o c i e t y ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, no. No, i t  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  h i s  way b u t  h e  l e c t u r e d  and  I
@= 

s u s p e c t  t h a t  he  d i d  ~ i h a t  h e  has  done w i t h  h i s  s tuden ts :  he  t r i e d  

t o  shock everybody. J u s t  s t i r  them u h i s  credo,  amongb 	 -C 



other  things, was t h a t  out of tu rmoi l  coEes something worth- 

w h i l e  Unless people a r e  t o t a l l y  s t i r r e d  up--out of chaos, i n  
w 

fac t ,  he c a l l e d  it<- only out of chaos&omething4 
5 * wcr th>h i l e  w d w e l o p - So h e  t r i e d  t o  c r e a t e  chao t i c  

b 

condi t ions  around h imsel f ,  and h e  usua l ly  succeeded. H I ' m  no t  

so  s u r e  t h a t  h e  was r i .ght  lt h a t  i t  always results i n  something 

desirable .  I ' m  not  positive.  I mean, a chal lenge i s  good, I 

agree ,Gbut  one can w e r d o  it. Artd h e  was overdoing it .  

/ 

--by t h e  t i m e  I came h e r e 6  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  though h e  was 

a member of t h e  AIA, and of course everybody knew him, t h e  rumors 

t h a t  were going around about him were wi ld ;  t h e  s ' to r ies  t h a t  were  

making the  rourtds were w e n  w i l d e r ;  and the  end r e s u l t  was t h a t  

he f e l t  ps an outs ider ,  which hadn't happened t o  him i n  England. 

He was rece ived  w i t h  open arms by t h e  Royal I n s t i t u t e  of B r i t i s h  

Archi tec ts ,  and h e  was made a fel low immediately. That usua l ly  
-

t akes  a l ong  time, t o  become a fel low.  Here, though wi thou t  

ques t ion  he  s t i l l  was t h e  most famous member of t h e  chapter,  he 

is, a s  you poin t  ou t  co r r ec t ly ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o r g o t t e n  And t h a t  

P(i s  a l i t t l e  de l ibe ra t e ,  I t h i l k  -%hen - h e  died* he had n o t  -
a c h i w e d  what many l e s s e r  a r c h i t e c t s  had a c h i w e d  wi thou t  any 

d i f f i cu l ty :  t o  become a fel low of t h e  AIA$ be awarded a gold 

medal of t he  AIw--L- h e  had honors -L 
from Japar4 from Germany, be fo re  and a f t e r  t h e  war. He had ~ W J L A !  

c e r t a i n l y  from ~ n ~ l a n d r ~  from Russia, from France, from 



Holland-from all kinds of countr ies .  And even t h e  most obvious 

one was not  given t o  h i m k y r P  . 
G-
0-


"f;
Riess : 	 What work i n  t h i s  country would you th ink  might have tha t , -? 

h b? -A-=&-."-L.t..-"?-

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, you see, t h e r e  were many things. F i r s t  of all, i t  doesn't 

have t o  be a w o r h  - - the re  a r e  severa l;r+---!?Ezz 
.-
-

ca tegor i e s  i n  t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  of Arch i t ec t s  f o r  honors. 

~ u ~ l i c # e r v i c e .  f o r  ins tance ,  i s  one of them,Lor s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  

connunity[or s e rv ice  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  Then t h e r e  i s  teaching. 

and the3  t h e r e  i s  design, So t h e r e  a r e  all kinds.  of ways i n  

-which a person can be honoredc r ~ i t h o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  reference t o  a  

b u i l  ding. 
, 

Riess  : 	 But on what b a s i s  would you think-I take i t  t h a t  you th ink  he  

should have received t h i s ?  

-S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, absolu te ly .  

&ess : . 	 And m a ~ p e s p i q - & - s p -

S c h i l l e r  : Of very- little st-% - in comparison ---I'm -not trping-te-

-be1i t t se -arrprrin.---3uT just i~ranpar isan.  



---- 

Riess : 

S c h i l l e r :  

-
R i e s s  : 

66 L A  
So i t  c o u l d  have been because  -sworld-wide-

-, 

in f luenf ib l l .? 

J 
. .ASure. t Ln f a c u  t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  ca tegory.  You-

. . 

canno t  be an  American -r\ t o  g e t  that .  But you  cads 
f o r e i g n e d i t  t h e  acknowledgement of t h e  AIA, become a n  honora ry  

fe l low.  -Z=Ei t h a t ' s  a  v e r y  high h o n o r A n d  i s  g i v e n  t o  
!% 

p e o p l e  from all wer t h e  w o r l d b e c a u s e  t h e y  have accompl i shed  

someth ing  unusual  i n  t h e i r  own coun t ry  o r  c o u n t r i e s ,  s whatever  
Gl 


i t  might  be. So t h e r e  a r e  all k i n d s  of way @ d l ' l t h i n k  h e  

managed t o  be t o o w e r b e a r i n g  and p e r h a p s  L o u i s e  he lped  i n  t h a t  

WJQLL  
respec t .  When I came h e r e d h e r e  - a l r e a d y> on h e r  p a r t  a t  

l e a s t - - h e  d idn ' t  say much about  it--marry k i n d s  of s n i d e  reniarks 

a b o u t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  t h i s  town, v e r y  p r w i n c i a l  and a l l  t h a t .  
/ 

I never  put g r e a t  s t o c k  i n  any of t h i s ,  & I 've  c e r t a i n l y  found 

i n  my l i f e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  some o  /
I 
t s t a n d i n g  a r c h i t e c t s ,  some 

arre acknowledged and some a knowledgeK 3  doesn' t  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  m e a d u s t  because  s k e b o d y  h a s  s o  many meda l s  and 
.C 


s o  many c i t a t i o n s d n d  s o  m a n y / t l e d t h a t  t h a t  i s  a n  

a t t i t u d e  k u t  then(T'o3 f O >J 
, -. ,-,--.-*-- 7.r- . ,---

Lslw- --
,- -_ Cln  r9r0.  
I .

So h-.~-u~--&&, s e t  up h i s  camp her%w-ith your  say* a t  
A 

l e a s t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of h i s  work o c c u r r i n g  e l sewhere .  And 



the* i n  1 9 4 7 l h e  -wrote t o  y o u ~ o l d  you t o  clrii* HC
J 

a l s o  wro te  t o  V i c t o r  Ries and t o l d  him t o  come. Is t h e r e  a nf 
l a r g e r  group t h a t  I don ' t  know about t h a t  he  

S c h i l l e r :  I don' t  kncw t h a t  h e  wrote t o  R i e s c  

-? 


Riess :  W e l l ,  Victor  ~ i e s b ; a i d  t h a t  1-iendelsohn asked him t o  come. 

S c h i l l e r :  That doesn ' t  mean necessari ly--I  don't: mean t o  be unkind-- 

,) 


/Get me put  i t  t h i s  way: 

t h e  ccnnect ion between Ries / and Kendel sohn i s  a one-time 
/ 

had t o  do wi th  car ry ing  out  some work i n  -
Jerusalem fo r  l.iendelsohn, f o r  one of h i s  bui ldings,  namely t h e  

Anglo-Palestine Bank, on which he c a r r i e d  o u t  the e x t e r i o r  

ornaments, some metal maps i n s i d e  t h e  bank, and what i s  k ~ w na s  

- J 

6;Chiller: E F c O l + - = . f h ; l + ~ , f r om 
.I-

Kendel sohn's poin t  of view,--and I ' m  s t r i c t l y  now sepiq-tht  spca.el--
from Mendel sohn's poin t  of view--he was aq a r t i s t -  suppl ie r .  tDS 



dld;
-=that doesn't  mean' t h a t  Mendelsohn didn ' t  l i k e  what  h e q i n  --

6 	 .---,
f a c y .  he did. ~~,~~~ 	 by 3- orde r ing  t h i n g s  -

him an outs tanding  c r a f t s m a d a n d  a 

very good designer.  But  it 's a very  one-sided kind of thing. 

There was no r e l a t i onsh ip .  It was s t r i c t l y  t h a C  hey, t h e r e  i s  a 

good man, l e t ' s  use  him. 

ql . '  / 

S	 : What probably b happened-I'm only suggesting[1 don't know2 I did 

& know Vic to r  i n  Jerusalem, and "I've known him 
a= ."-I 

h e r %  y h a t  might have happened i s h i c t o r  decided h e  wanted t o  

go t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and what do you do? You w r i t e  around t o  

arryone you kqor.r, Aike Mendel sohn. Aqd h e -  said,  ''Oh, by all 

9 Dn t h e - c m ~ ~ a n f j ,  
means, come." You know? I never wanted t come t o  t h e  United 

S ta tes ,  Aqd f ron t h e  day he l e f t  ~ e r u s a l e m C t o  t h e  

day we met a g a i n d e  kept  on w r i t i n g  me and saying, "The moment 

you' r e  out 	of t h e  army, come and r e j  o i n  me. " 

Riess  : 	 he needed you. -
0 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, I don't know whether he needed m e .  .It was more than  that.  

I t  wasn't a ques t i on  s o  much of need, bu t  h e  wanted me t o  be 

here. - Let's f a c e  it, he did 1ike m e .  [ laughs]  That ' s  i n  a way 

kind of strange. It 's n o t  t o  say t h a t  he didn ' t  l i k e  V ic to r ;  h e  



3-


d i d .  

R iess  : I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whetherf ince h e  g o t  SIlX here(%- he  

. . f uqc t i oned  a s  a  magnet, - -

Uck-0 
S c h i l l e r :  Well ,  he  d id  and h e  didn't. I mean, some people  belonged t o  h i s  

4 
fami ly .  l i k e  h i s  s i s t e r  and h e r  d a u g h t e r c i d  some people  t h a t  

we re  r e l a t e d  t o  Louis? /(e a s s i s t e d  by g i v i n g  a£  f adav i t s f and  

CauCk 

w r i t i n g  t h a t  h e  would support--which you can only do, I be l ieve .  

e r - - c a d - d m w i t h  re1 a t i ve s .  I was  no t  a r e l . z t i ve ;  even 

/though h e  ~ i g h t  have cons idered  me one. I wasn't. Soo t h a t  
_ _  . 

./ ' .-> 
wasn ' t  a ques t ion .  I had t o  come ou t  -.on my own t e r m s  4l-J 

F 5 , , a#,-,ci .x ( f  4 - k , L c  ' ; 
L., 2- !1& 4.. - . ..( , < .  : 

I > 
,.. -&--C.,,- .- .  ..;. .:: :2.,-T.r-.,-.--. uy."n-L.....;.-

/1 

L C C  ------ T 

But hav inb  w r i t t e n ,  and hav ing  asked me a  number of t imes ,  

"Come, come, come, cone," I should r e a l l y  t e l l  you how we met i n  

t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  ---:it i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  d e s c r i p t i v e  of 
Y 

:a -A ..--. . . 
-\ 

how h e  func t ioned ,  o r  wha t  h i s  r e a c t i o n  was  -on a  human bas i s .  

We a r r i v e d  i n  New York, and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  week, which I knew,/ 

because we had corresponded, h e  was i n  N e w  York. The moment I 

had a c h a n c e d  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  h o t e l  where h e  w a s d n d  s a id ,  

p&&& 
s -T I 'I T .-giCE T said, "We a r e  here .  " -

'We?- Who i s  we?" 



m 31bf 

I s a i d ,  ' W e l l .  L o t t e  and & my son. and my mother. I' 

The next  t h i n g  I heard over t he  phone was a n  explosion. 

'What??!!- Who t o l d  you t o  b r i n g  your fami ly?  A l l  r i gh t ,  w e l l ,  

we ' l l  have t o  d i s cus s  it. I'll s e e  you tomorrow a t  f o u r  

o 'clock, " o r  w h a t w e r  i t  was. 

Aqd you have t o  r e a l i z e  one o the r  thing: /it wasn't t h a t  he  

didn ' t  know my f  amily;  h e  was my b e s t  man when I go t  marr ied i n  

Jerusalem. and Louise  did some o f f i c i a l  f unc t ion  f o r  Lot te ,  and 

i t  was g r e a t  1w e  on a l l  s ides .  So i t  i s n ' t  exac t ly  l i k e  we were 

s t r ange r s .  

s,Lot t e  a n d ~ I  went t o  see him. The r ecep t ion  was a s  
, 

f 011ows: "How -da re  you b r i n g  werybody w i t h  you?" 

I sa id .  'What do you mean. E r i c?"  

"Hm? I c a n ' t  poss ib ly  h e l p  you!" 

'What do you mean? You s a i d  I was supposed t o  r e j  o in  you, 

and I was going t o  work f o r  you." 

' W e l l !  I might have been a b l e  t o  g ive  you enough money so 

you could ge t  by personal ly .  " 



I sa id ,  'What was I supposed t o  do? Get r i d  of my fami ly?  

Don't you r e a l i z e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  yea r s /  I have n e i t h e r  

s e e n  ny w i f e  nor o r t h a t  ma. er my son, and I cannot 1eave my w 
mother, who i s  a l l .  a lone  i n  t h e  world,  by h e r s e l f . "  

''Oh, t h a t ' s  r i d i cu lous !  You should have come here ,  you 

should have seen h n i  t h ings  go, whether  you f i n d  work, whether 

you f i n d  enough work t o  support  a f a c i l y ,  and then  they could 

have f  o l l w e d  you. 'I 

n 
I made i t  very  c l e a r  a t  t h a t  po in t  t h a t  a was n e i t h e r  my 

uqderstanding, nor  would I have come, nor  would I f o r m  *a+ 
yc 64C-% A.@- r i+u* . have 
Fat - i t -W -1QTe second t i m e  i n  my l i f e  go t t en  r i d  of 

, 
every th ing  I owned[and Seen unable t o  t a k e  i t  o u t  of Pa l e s t i ne , .  

so i t  was a tremendous f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  s t a r t  out with.  

Qu i t e  a p a r t  from t h e  f a c t  t h a C f b e i n g  marr ied snd having a  c h i l d  

and n o t  being a b l e  t o  be w i t h  them f o r  years ,  whether one happens 

t o  be i n  a n  war, i s  enough f o r  any person once i n  one's l i f e .  I n  

f a c t ,  i t ' s  t o o  m u c h s f i k  ! 

He abso lu t e ly  was fur ious .  Aqd then he sa id ,  'Well, I 

thought I was going t o  g ive  you some work, and w o d d  be a b l e  to. 
K n o w  i C~ -

Things a ren ' t  goi.ng w e l l  a t  t h e  moment. f dm'+eve  
GI 1, 

g ive  you a!-y work1 ' -Have  you bcught a  car?"  Next quest ion.  
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( ~ e t ' s  s t o p  the  unpleasantness ,  l e t ' s  go t o  sane th ing  e l s e  *I 

"Yes. " 

'What d id  you buy?" 

And t h a t  sparked t h e  next l i t t l e  e x p l o s i o n  I said,  "I 

bought t he  cn ly  American ca r  t h a t  I know, and have been us ing  

throughout t h e  war, a j eep. 

=---''I can ' t  be dr iven  i n  a  jeep!" 

I sa id ,  'You? What -do you mean?" 

I¶ 
/ 

"QSZ3, I thought I might be a b l e  t o  pay you something f o r  

d r i v i n g  me from t h e  o f f i c e  and t o  t h e  office." Well, t h a t  was 

news . i n  Jerusalem6 h e  was always going by t a x i  
L 

t o  D 'e' -
I t  didn ' t  cos t  anything, you know. P r e w a r  Jerusalem, a pound 

went f o r  a lmost  a  week f o r  a  family.  -.vr.&.& J - ' t n  

*, . .... . . -..d t h a t  was t h e  next  item,. And thenAvway, 

he sa id ,  " A l l  r i g h t 1 '  He f i n a l l y  simmered downcand he said. 

'Well, can't be helped, can't be helped." That was one of h i s  

f  amous l a s t  starern en ts :  "Can't be helped.') trOkays l e t ' s  not  

d i s cus s  i t  sny more, and now l e t ' s  s e e  what we do. @ \  

http:-.vr.&.&


- - 

Then h e  d i s cus sed  w i t h  me how was I going t o  come t o  

Ca l i f o rn i a ,  and I s a i d  t h a t  I had a l ready  worked o u t  a  r ou t e ,  

going a sou the rn  r o u t ~ c r C n ~ i % e  I assumed i t  was  a l i t t l eC 

warmer because eve ry th ing  w a s  under f o u r  f e e t  of snow. i n  New 

~ o r g - b t  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  t h t t  p c r t i c u l a r  day. 3ng =it was  t A e m  

agreed  t h a t  i n  one or  twc months I would show up, and then  by 

t h a t  time&opafullv he  would a t t e m p t  t o  have m e  I f  he  couldn ' t  

employ z c b e c a u s e  he  s t i l l  d idn ' t  have enough wor 

would sugges t  me t o  some of h i s  a r c h i t e c t  f r i e n d s l w h o m  I ' m  s u r e  

would have t aken  me. 

-.I.t. h e n  h e  s u r p r i s e d  m e  w i t h  something e l s e d h i c h  h e  had 

n w e r  d i scussed  before ,  which I d i d  no t  know. He said .  
/ 

" Inc iden t a l l y ,  don't you -d a r e  c a l l  y o u r s e l f  an a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s .  " 

I s a i d ,  'What do you mean?" 

"Well ,  y o u ' r e  not .  You h a v e  t o  p a s s  a n  exam. 2 had t o  p a s s  

a n  exam i n  o rder  t o  be a n  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  Of 

c o u r s e d o u-w i l l  have t o  s tudy f o r  that .  b s e t w e  
*
f r ank ly ,  i f  you 

-P d 

t h i n k  you're a n  a r c h i t e c t l a n d  you know a r y t h i n g  of how t h i n g s
4 

a r e  done, h e r e  they  a r e  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  Even I have a  l i t t l e  

d i f f i c u l t y .  " 



- - 

It t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  h e  always had a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l r y . l l d  

which was v e r y  unders tandab le  t h e  concept  of 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  was
J 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from Europe o r  a?ly o t h e r  country  arourid t h e  

world. What t h e  a r c h i t e c t  was  doing w a s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 

what  a r c h i t e c t s  were doing i n  Europe. 

R i e s s : 	 He had t o  t a k e  -b&h-+--.'-""crrtw a s t a t e  

l i c e n s i n g  exam? 

S c h ~ 1 ~ 4 y . - t h e r k i s  exam.a . . - o n a l ,  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes  i(e was  l i c e n s e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  whe ther  he 

was c e r t i f i e d  by NCRAB, which i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Board of-- 

R i e s s : 	 A r c h i t e c t u r a l  l i c e n s i n g ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Board, _but C? I s n ' t  t h a t-
i n t e r e s t i n g ?  I 've  d e a l t  w i t h  them f o r  


such a n  adversa ry  s i t u a t i o n  i n  C d  i f  
-.-.-.-
.-.-..:=--.-, :. <. ... - F.--.- - ,  .. 

of Cal-if ornia, 
i,
- - c '  

d i s l i k e  something or  somebody, I have a  v e r y  f a u l t y  memory. It 

dt52pf	C a r s  I ,&. ,  fi!ile ! ~ L & ~ . , ~ L ( < J  



/ 7 u ~ 5 5 :  f ft. .@ 4 I C  

about  your  t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e  country.- 	 ,-L 

savsonethinc t h g t  w i ~ & o ~ g ~ ~ s b , g - . b ~ ~ g x d p f ~ i ~ -J'd 
i d  y- b k y  

t h a t  jeep? What 

more m c o m f o r t a b l  e  v e h i c l e  cou ld  you have b r s u g h t  a group of f o u r  

p e o p l e  a c r o s s  t h e  coun t ry  i n ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	Oh, i t  wasn ' t  u ~ c o m fo r t a b l e .  

m y h e r e ' s  :!...: ; i ly room luggage. :. Ycu 
- .  . . - ...... , .- - ~ .- - _ __.__.._--. -. .. -----

; had y o u r  mother,  and y o u r  w i f  e-k r in?, ._.- .. ..--*....- .. ..-./-
I _ C _ . _ . _ _ _ _ _ " * . .  - .-..-. - . 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, yes, j - - a e c 

b u t  my m ~ t h e r  and my s o n  w e r e  s t a y i n g  i n  New J e r s e y  ue-,
2 

w a i t i n g  u r . t i l  we would f  i n 6  - 2 o d a t i c n s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

-. ,
j o i n e d  us here. Flew acro-. ,::ountry. No, 5, . t i n  t h e  jeep.  

But s t i l l ,  . - i i ember c o r r e c t l y ,  w e  t r a v e l e d  

w i t h  enough t o  s u s t a i n  u s  f c .  .>ng t r i p ,  and my w i f e ' s  c e l l <  

4
n  t h e  r e a r  s e a t .  


Pdess : 	 \ .?e l l ,  I hope i t  was c a r e f u l l y  b a t t e n e d  d w n !  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes ,  i t  was. 

Ri ess : 	 e,-y o u  must have  been a  q u i t e  unusual  s i g h t . i-



-- 

I 

s0 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I t  was e&&bkee c l o s e  t o  t h e  war t h a t  a covered j e e p  was n o t  

s o  unusual. I t  was what was known a s  a c i v i l i a n  j e e p  It 

was pa in ted  black, and i t  was q u i t e  new. It was second-hand fbu t  

reasonably newJ f t had orily a few thousand miles on it. No, 

don't t h ink  t h a t  was so unusual. ?he f a c t  t h a t A t  t h e  time/1 

spoke w i t h  a very s t r o n g  B r i t i s h  a c c e n t d i n  t h e  South was very  

unusual. And f oreigners--any kind of f oreigners--were no t  t o o  

we1 coroe, s o  t o  say. 

Riess  : 	 Well, they probably cculdn ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  B r i t i s h  f ron any o the r  

accent ,  s o  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had a n  accent  would be--1 

I'D saying  t h a t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  because I had from t h e  t i m e  of two
r\ 

y e a r s  e a r l i e r f t h e  B r i t i s h  army nade  a v a i l a b l e  s h o r t  l i t t l e  

reccrd ings  t o  send h m e  t o  wives and c h i l d r e n  around Christmas. 

I s t i l l  have one of those,  and I cannot b e l i e v e  my own ears .  

R ie s s  : 

yea r s  behind. 

- -- -- - _--.-.- -* 



m ~ d - ,  =and tb .&,&a s t i l l  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes) EAe, perhaps most v i v i d l y  of anythin/ I r e c a l l  about my 

a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s A ' a s  t h e  very grey November morning 

whe3 w e  a r r ived  i n  N e w -1York Harbor. d i d n ' t  know 

a t  t h e  t ime  what was New Je r sey  sho and I have t o  

say t h a t  I looked a t (#  w i t h  d i  sda in  and g r e a t  d i scomfor t  ILt 

-$is, I s a i d  t o  myself, "This i s  a  New world:" 4Pf -a f t e r  a l l ,  I 
L 


d i d  cocle f  ron a country t h a t  was j u s t  i n  t h e  process of being 

TI- ~	 ~ r y 
b u i l t ,  so  t o  ssy. Pa les t ine ,  l a t e r  I s r ae l .  -thing was 

not  n e c e s s s r i l y  good a r c h i t e c t u r d u t  contemporary, and white. 
~W~ 	 I 

And a l l  t hese  v a r i o u s  l i t t l e  huts  [ laughs]  s i t t i n g  on 
4 

t h e  shore. 	 -&&L= r e a l l y  t h e  kind cf th ing  I hadn't seen s ince  - _ _. - .  

t h e  t i n e s  t h a t  I'd been i n  Eurcjpe,--s 
c . 

only a few y e a r s  

I t  	 d-

p r i o r  t o  that.  a=rtd-=zko th. I @ o b kneL(ULuv9 ledl ,,ally 

appal led  ne, and i f  i t  hadn't been f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had l i t t l e  

choice i n  t h e  matter ,  I f e l t  l i k e  s tayi t lg  on t h e  boat and going 

back. 

. - p l ~ d 
Riess : 	 Was i t  corning from a a e r w -d environment t o  t h e  

3
uncontrol led democracy of America, -acwelddmve 

. .
s i - k e r v t h i ~ 3 s  a n	 a C 

- 7  "7LZ, 


S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, I've never l i v e d  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  anything e l s e  but a 



democra t i c  s o c i e t y .  

a-

R i e s s :  	 - ~ l a n n i n g a n d z o n i n g ,  a l l o f  t h o s e t h i n g s ~ c f t m e s o l a t e t o  

m 

t h i s  country .  

-_-.--- - . \  	 T-----
S c h i l l e r :  	 But  ,,, -;I.,. & i n  my viewL- i t  i s  ~ W E Q  p a r t  of a 

democracy t o  p l a n  i t s  f u t u r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  people,  -
R i e s s :  	 But  t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen i n  t h i s  country .  

S c h i l l e r  : 	No, i t  d idn ' t  happen h e r e  I t  was  e x a c t l y  t h a t ,  and t h e  ~ b v i o u s  

r u l e  of only  one t h i n g ,  namely t h e  d o l l a r .  At16 t h a t  o b t a i n i n g  a s  

many d o l l a r s  a s  p o s s i b l e  was  aim enough i n  l i f e ,  t h a t  was  

something t h a t  was  t o t a l l y  a l i e n  t o  me /and I couldn ' t  unders tand  

it, had no f e e l i n g  f o r  it, and i t  was a c t u a l l y  a p p a l l i n g  t o  m e

a)Artd .epkiagr ~ i n c eyou  do ment ion  democracy, i t  d i d  n o t  become 
C 

a p p a r e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e - - t h i s  was  a f t e r  a l l - - t h a t  I w a s  

e n t e r i n g  a  democracy, because  t h e  sc reaming  head1 i n e s  abou t  t h e  

w i t c h  h u n t s  d i d  n o t  speak  of a democracy. They d i d  n o t  s p e a k  f o r  

a  democracy. They w e r e  speak ing  of a democracy, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  a 

v e r y  s t r a n g e  concept  of democracy. I d id  n o t  c o n s i d e r  i t  a f r e e  

country. Of ten  since[! haven' t  cons ide red  i t  a  ve ry  f r e e  

country.  Not t h a t  I know of any o t h e r  coun t ry  t h a t  i s  i n  a  

b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  o r  much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n .  



Occas iona l ly  you s e e  one or  t h e  o t h e r  c o u ? t r y  t h a t  is. But only 
have f+ 

o c c a s i o n a ~ .  And they  a l l  ?ircmrndouS drawback  s 

But you  m-9 1., .R i e s s  : 
m a d &  T I U A  
count ry  work 

s t _ o r v e t + - e ^ - . - + h t you  r e a l l y  have 

worked w i t h i n  it. +L:p9. 

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. I mean, I ' m  no t  say ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  my p r e s e n t  o p i n i o n  

I t  was my f i r s t  impre s s ion  i t  f r i g h t e n e d  n5 Kt a c t u a l l y
8s 

f r i g h t e n e d  me. 

Riess  : You pe r sona l l y  f e l t  t h r ea t ened .  

-- - . -S c h i l l e r :  Yes. - 7 7  ?-*I f e l t  regimented,  I f e l t  my 

persona l  i d e a l  s were  th rea tened , a'&--, -having been-
p o l i t i c a l l y  a lwsys  f a i r l y  f a r ,  by hmerican s tandards ,  t o  t h e  

--
l e f t ,  I ' w Y q u i t e  o f t e n  f e l t  tha t .  But  you a l s o  have t o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  f e e l  i ng  t h r e a t e n e d  i s  s a n e t h i n g  t h a t ' s  i n h e r e n t  w i t h  anybody 

who has  grown up i n  Germany, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  under t h e  

c c n d i t i o n s  i n  which I grew up. -n_to m e&e of t h e  most 

f r i g h t e n i n g  t h i n g s  was, a and s t i l l  i s  today. h a  po l i c eman  

i n  uniform w i t h  a gun. That 's  something t h a t  i s  a n  image t h a t  

I've n w e r  l o s t ,  and something t h a t  o c c a s i a n a l l y  h a s  been 
w w  

r e i n f c r c e d  and confirmed. Af t e r  a l l .  1-in a f a i r l y  



prominent p o s i t i o n  i n  : the Chicago convention of t h e  Democratic 

S U 	 'bf 

Party, 1-where p o l i c e  f o r c e s  r i o t ,  and td&+ cannot be 

J #  o t  sup re s s ing  a r i o t ,  bu t  causingdescr ibed  i n  any o the r  way a 

r i o t .  

So, it i s  uriderstandable t h a t  c e r t a i n  images t h a t  occur a r e  

f r i gh t en ing .  

l 9 V 7  
0


R i  e s s : 	 When you headed o f f  ac ros s  t h e  country ~ G Wd i d  you chose your4 	 1 

rou t e?  Why t h e  South,
3~~ 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well. why t h e  south? F i r s t  of all/;he assumption was. and i t ' s  

an i n c o r r e c t  one of course, t h a t  t h i s  being a ve ry  s eve re  w in t e r<  

W t h e  southern r o u t e  might be e a s i e r  than  t h e  nor thern  route .  

I would have tended t u  go ncr th /because  genera l ly  speaking, no 

ma t t e r  where I an, I am not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t r i g u e d  by southern  

p a r t s  cf countr ies .  I've been i n  many southern p a r t s  and laved  
a C a  a 

sorce, but  a&+&+ d e t e s t e d  some f o r  o the r  reasons. But I d i d  

know q u i t e  a b i t  about t h e  South, and I wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  what 

i t  was a l l  cbout. - d i d  they r e a l l y  have t h a t  s t r ange  accent?-'-
--did they r e a l l y  t a l k  t h a t  way? 

Moreaver, d i d  they r e a l l y  behave t h a t  way? To me, 

Elf racism of any kindbkA-.=-was unthinkable  t h a t  a f r e e
@= 

country could be r a c i s t c a n d  t r e a t  members of i t s  popula t ion  a s  



second-cl a s s  o r  w o r s e g w a s  abso lu t e ly  beyond m e  I couldn't  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  was p o s s i b l e  i n  a democracy, d I wanted t o  

s e e  iWr/d I d id  s e e  it. 

Riess : 
SOL!.?'!!.* 

Who did  you t a l k  t o  when you went i n t o  tams ad--? 

S c h i l l e r :  I t a l k e d  t o  people where we s tayed overn ight ,  r e n t i n g  a 

room. Talked t o  p e ~ p l e  w h i l e  buying something, Gr e a t i n g  i n  a 

res tauran t .  Or people i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  ask ing  f o r  d i r ec t i ons .  

It's j u s t - - a l l  you had t o  do was l ook  a t  s t r e e t  s igns,  o r  a t  

s i g n s  saying, 'Whites  only," o r  '%lacks--" i t  didn't  say 

'%lacks,  " i t  was "Colored. " 

R i e s s : Did you f e e l  th rea tened  i n  t h a t  amosphere?  &detA; ;:&..l. 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, I did. I d id  f e e l  very  th rea tened  i n  t h a t  atmosphere, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  because people genera l ly  speaking gave t h e  

impress ion  of being s u s p i c i o u s  of anyone who wasn't  from t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  town or  s t a t e ,  and c e r t a i n l y  any one who was obviously 

a  fo re igne r .  

Riess  : 

h i g h l i g h t s  , ". ;.. : 4 (  ' U u  %1 

What ~ G k c 

S c h i l l e r :  k i e l l ,  t h e r e  were  a  number of h igh l igh ts .  No m a t t e r  haw much one 



is aware  of t h e  v a s t n e s s  of t h i s  country.  i t o  

expe r i ence  it. a tremendous e x p e r i e n d  I could n o t  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was  p o s s i b l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  country  i n  any s h o r t e r  

t i m e  t h a n  w e  did,  which was about  s i x  o r  e i g h t  weeks. One had t o  

exper ience  t h a t ,  and I have t o  a d m i t  too. a p a r t  from i t s  

vas tne s s .  I was  t r eme~ ldous ly  impressed of course  by a l l  t h e  open 

a r e a s h n d  open space s  the re .  e n d l e s s  whea t  f i e l d s ,  ' t h e  

end l e s snes s  i n  tha t .  The s i z e  of t h e  r i v e r s .  t h e  c ross ings .  

Across t h e  Mis s i s s i pp i .  

I was nowhere impressed by i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I shouldn ' t  

say nmhere- - there  were  excep t ions .  

gotben,',,-
.. ,-& . a t k -R i e s s : 

u * Y  su-cu & 
s c j o s s  the count ry  ve rnacu l a r- A 

a r c h i t e c t u r e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. There was Kain S t r e e t  everywhere. and i t  didn ' t  m a t t e r  

where  you were  r e a l l y ,  i t  was always Ivlain S t r ee t .  Aqd t h e  
7 

numbered s t r e e t s ,  and t h e  s t r i c t  development. The commercial i s m ,  

<--"-' - -.
and it be ing  d i r t y .  and all k inds  cf t h i n g s  l e f t  v e r y  

nega t i ve  impress ions .  And more t han  t h a t ,  t h e  impre s s ion  of 

never a g a i n  w i l l  I cone  t o  t h i s  s t a t e ,  o r  something of t h a t  

nature .  



A t  t h e  same time, I was  y e a r n i n g  f o r  mouqtains  somewhere. 

That f l a t n e s s ,  f l a t n e s s ,  f l a t n e s s ,  you know. 

R i  ess : I t  h a s  t o  be heading somewhere. 

S c h i l l e r :  I t  has  t o !  Something h a s  t o  happen  I t  f i n a l l y  did,  and t h e  
_-- . - _  

h ighe r  w e  '-.=. PI.> got[in New l e x i c o ,  A r k  ona, t h e  more 

b e a u t i f u l  it becar t3  Aqd t h e  more f a m i l i a r  I seemed t o  be  w i t h  

t h e  l andscape  : :  e v e r y t h i n g  PIs e f i i c a u s e  i t  i s n ' t  t h a t  

d i f f e r e n t  f r m  :3-te l.;iddl.? Eas t ,  s t r a n g e l y  enough. 

R i  e s s  : The  dry lands .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  But t h a t  t o o / ; d i d n t t  l o o k  f o r .  I t h o u g h t  

t h a t  t h e r e  had t o  be a compensation f o r  hav ing  l e f t  t h a t  behind, 

I f e l t  t h a j  -somewhere/;here had t o  be snow; 

somewhere t h e r e  had t o  be g r e e b s a d j n  f a c t  I d i d  want t o  s e e  a- J 

green  v a l l e y  aga in  someklhere, , 

+kLi 
I d idn ' t  s e e  very  much 

of t h e  Eas t ,  which I s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  have see? 4md how green i t  
. . ... 

can be and how green i t  is, i n  f a c t .  But - o f i n a l l y  UA 

d
end- up i n  s cu the rn  Ca l i f o rn i a ,  snd t he  c l o s e r  we came t o  

no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a - - t h i s  was  -middle of w i n t e r ,  i t  

was January- - -7ia.c r)/uLnur- * W-



S c h i l l e r :  It was - p r y  lush and very g r e e n  Of 

course, I assumed i t  was going t o  be t h a t  way a l l  year  round. I t  

wasn' t. 

Schi l4er . :  t h e r e  were some th ings  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  t h a t  impressed m e  --
Some of the bu i ld ings  t h a t  d$23 &Ted b ' c l ~ q u i t e  a  b i t&L e r i c a n  

/-standards-quite a  few centur i  e  5 p e y  d i d  impress  me, even
J 

though of ccurse they were i m i t a t i o n s  of what happened i n  Europe, 

and c e r t a i n l y  i n  En@ and. J e f f  erson's designs impressed m 3 
.h ich  was a l s o  a  p a r a l l e l  'occurence t o  what happened i n  Europe /' w d 3  
After  a l l ,  s r c h i t e c t u r e  5 s  a profession prac t iced  only by 

W A  had 
g e n t l e a e 3  pot necessar i ly  t o  earn  a  l i v i n g  

B t
you bee t o  

tb have a l i v i n g  before  you became an a rch i t ec t .  It's a concept 

t h a t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t h e  world, and s t rangely  

enoughd"l w ould say it 's he lpfu l  i f  you have already a 1iving  

when vcu becane an  a r c h i t e c t .  L \ O ~ ~ f ~ ~ 

R i ess : B j d  g,m_when you cane  t o  Los ~ n g e l  esfESer e  you in t e re s t ed  i n  --
e4-L 3 

looking  a t  14g i t a5e r  ~ c h i n d l e r h  W& 



S c h i l l e r :  	 Na I was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d .  I have r rwer  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

r e s i d e n t i a l  design.  It's something t h a t  I have done q u i t e  a b i t  

o f d e c a u s e  I had to ,  b u t  i t  h a s  never  r e a l l y  i n t r i g u e d  m e  I n  

t h a t  r e s p e c t  L'- probably I was  j u s t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  Mendelsohh 

.-.. he  	d idn ' t  cons ide r  r e s i d e n t i  al des ign  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T=a':hat 	 i n f  e r e s t e d  me ve ry  much was my encounter  w i t h  Frank 
d 


Lloyd t2 r igh t  on t h a t  t r i  9 fy f i r s t  encoun t e r  w i t h  Frank Lloyd 

Wright. 

1 
Ries s  :hih,Had t h a t  been s e t  up f o r  y cu, 

S c h i l l e r  : 	NG. Mendelsohn -ked:zlt, when I met  him i n  N e w  ord don our  
b 

r \  
a r r i v a l ,  h e  s a id ,  ghen  you go through t h e  couqtry,  I want-

you t o  go and s e e  Frank ie+"--

Riess  : 	 [ i n  l.lende! s c h n ' s  v o i c e ]  "An o ld  c h m  of mine." 

S c h i l l e r :  	 yes! Well, h e  was. There was no  q u e s t i o a  about  that. ~o/;hen 
Ta le is;/;, 

we came t o  Arizona& we d id  go t o  w k ' e s t g .  Arr ived a t  
-'i"alcicir~ 
l b l y e e e n  West, had no  i d e a  what  t o  expec t ,  what t o  see ,  what  i t  

was. Ve w e r e  b rought  i n t o  t h e  p resense  of t h e  g r e a t  man(and h e  

looked me up and down and s a id ,  'Well ,  young ma ''--I was"c, 
thirty-- ' \ :el l ,  ycung man, wha t ' s  your  i n t e n t i o n ? "  



- - 

I s a i d .  " I 'm  ~ c i n gt o  San F r a n c i s c o  t o  j o i n  my former  b o s s  

and f r i e n d .  E r i c  1.lendelsohn." 

The f i r s t  shadow c r o s s e d  Frank Lloyd Wr igh t ' s  f ace .  and h e  

sa id .  "Llhy?" 

I s a i d .  ' W e l l .  t h a t ' s  one of t h e  r e a s o n s  I am i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s .  " 

"Is t h a t  a r eason  t o  be i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ? "  

-YO& 
R i e s s  : T :'.- I--'-k s t r a i g h t  rsan f o r  t h i s  Lily. [I.au;hter] 

II 
S c h i l l e r :  And h e  sa id .  % I'll t e l l  you something.  You l o o k  a round  Aw, 

and w h e ~ iyou have s e e n  e v e r y t h i n gcI want: t o  s e e  

ycu b e f o r e  you l e a v e .  I want t o  t z l k  t o  you  a l i t t l e  b i t . "  

"Yes. sir. I'd be delighted." He t u r n e d  L o t t e  and me Gver 

t o  h i s  t o p  man -,. -.rd I canno t  remember who i t  was  a t--CUJIC. 
t h i s  p o i 9 5  f e  were g i v e n  t h e  grand tour .  I t  was  i m p r e s s i v %9-w 

~ c t  me an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o i n t  of viewf o r  f rom 
I )  9 2 d-

-/he whole set-up. t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was going 

on, was v e r y  impress ive .  

..b..-.----, 
W e  -u+re--keqh+; a€t e r  s e v e r a1 hours  msk-ud 7 y--



w w  
brought back i n t o  t h e  presense of Frank Lloyd w right(and h e

4 
sa id .  'Well. young man. a r e  you impressed by the  show?" 

I made my f i r s t  mistake wi th  Frank Lloyd Wright. I said.  

[calmly] "Yes, Mr. Wright. i t ' s  a g rea t  show." 

Riess  : In  t h a t  tone? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. I s r r e s s e d  t h e  word "show." which i t  was. 

i/i?e- 15 15 ",W b i 1 rape i b u a e Q  & * 
I f  h i s  eyes  could have k i l l e d ,  I would have dropped dead a t  

t h a r  p o i n t  H e  became extremely cold i n  h i s  vo ice  and demeanorf 

and sa id .  "Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a show?" 

I s s i d .  "Mr. Wright. I used your words." ( ~ n o f h e r  mistake 

t h a t  one should never make wi th  g r e a t  people. 
) 

H e  sa id .  "So, you in tend  t o  go back t o  t4endelsohn. r igh t?"  

I sa id .  'Yes." 

rtYoutve made up your mind?" 



"Yes. " 

'Ve l l ,  l e t  me t e l l  you something. When you came here- 

I had hoped t h a t  you might  r e a l l y  be impressed by t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  you have seen today. Af te r  a l l .  t h e r e  i s  no 

such a r c h i t e c t u r e  anywhere e l s e  i n  t h e  world." 

I t r i e d  t o  make up f o r  my obvious faux  pas  and I sa id .  'Yes. 

FIr. Wright. I was very  impressed." 

h 
-2here might  be some hope f o r  y ~ u  a f t e r  a l l .  Would 

..-I 

you l i k e  t o  work f o r  me?" 

Sfbi.L)QC'I s a i d .  llOf cou r se .  i t l s  a  g r e a t  honor .  N r .  Wright .  I would. 

except I have a committment." 

-llComrilittmenr? When you're being o f f e r e d  t o  work f o r  Frank 

Ll oyd Wright, t o  work f o r  a second-rate l,!endelsohn? You can't  

mean t h a t !  " 

I sa id .  "Yes. I do." 

'Xel l ."  h e  sa id ,  "I was j u s t  going t o  o f f e r  you t o  s tay  h e r e  



overn igh t ,  and f i n d  ou t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about wha t  makes Frank 

Lloyd Wright  t i c k .  " [ laughs]  

t b  
I s a i d ,  -i t ' s  awfu l l y  n i c e  of you, and I a p p r e c i a t e  

1!5ut," h e  s a i d ,  and h e  c u t  m e  s h o r t ,  "under  t h e  

c i rcumstances ,  s i n c e  you  have decided t o  work f o r  a second-rate  

a r c h i t e c t ,  and never  be an a r c h i t e c t  y o u r s e l f ,  go r i g h t  now." 

Riess : He sounds s o  g r a t u i t o u s l y  unpleasant .  

S c h i l l e r  : I t ' s  unbel i w a b l  e. Yes. 

Riess :  Ar~d I t a k e  i t  t h a t  i t  was unpleasant;- --f iS c h i l l e r :  Oh, - was meant t o  be. what h e  had t o  r e a l i z e  t o o  
.I-

i s  he  d id  know--I mean, h e  asked me i n  t h e  f i r s t  encounte r  where 

I came from, whet I had been doing. He knew I w a s  new t o  t h i s  

country.  

R i e s s : And h e  knew you were  un l icensed ,  -; ,,,, be? 

S c h i l l  e r  : W E  

having  j u s t  - come t o  t h e  country/  I couldn ' t  



b e  1i c e n s e d  He knew t h a t  on ly  t o o  w e l l / b e c a u s e  h e  had t h e  

uaf o r t u n a t e  experience(of n o t  h a v i a g  l i c e n s e s  i n  many s t a t e s /  

and h a v i n g  had run- ins  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  where  h e  never  was  l i c e n s e d e v e n  

though h e  b u i l t  q u i t e  a  b i t  he re .  

~ g h e  and i n  n o t  a  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  t o o k  i t  o u t  on  me, 

fashicn.  s h a l l  we say and u s i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  not-so-su&e @ ".- 4 

innuendoes  m  f  o r  me t o  unders tand  t h a t  I was a n  a b s o l u t e  

nothing,  t h a t  I was  g i v e n  t h e  chance of my l i f  b=.(and t h a t  may be 

t r u e ,  you know.) Of course/; had a  h a b i t  t h a t  h a s  n w e r  q u i t e  

l e f t  me, and t h a t  was  i t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  t o  me who I was  t a l k i n g  
& q1t o ,  & I b e l i e v e d  i n  s o ~ ~ l e t h i n & ,  d I was going t o  say  it. 

1) 

s a i d  t o  him, I a p p r e c i a t e  a n y t h i n g  you've done f o r  me, Plr. 

i J r i g h t ,  and I a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  had a chance t o  mee t  y o u  B u t  

t h e r e  i s  something t h a t  I b e l i w e  i n  more  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  and 

t h a t  i s  a comrnittment. Aqd a comrnittment p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  a  

pe r son  I c o n s i d e r  a f r iend."  So t h a f  was  t h a t .  He h a s  never  

/ A - - -.--\ 

f o r g i v e n  me, n w e r  f o r g o t t e n  - t h a t  f i r s t  encounter ,  


I 've met him many t i m e s  a €  t e r  t h a t ,  s o n e t i m e s  w i t h  Mendelsohn, 

'A. 

somet imes  w i t h o u t  Fiendel sohn, and i n c l u d i n g  t i m e 6 a f  t e r  

Kendel sohn's behaved even  worse,  i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  than  t h e  f i r s t  t i n e .  t h a t  was i n  San Franc i sco .  
.. . . - - - . .-I . 

s- ...--_____._____, ____/ 

L..> 
It  was  about  t w o  o r  t h r e e  months a f t e r  Plendelsohn's d e a t h  



t h a t  h e  right] came t o  San Francisco/on one of h i s  t r i p s .  I k  

had been i n v i t e d  by the# nor thern  Ca l i fo rn i a  chapter  of t h e-- 5 

American I n s t i t u t e  of ~ r c h i t e c t s / f o r  a lunch and a  luncheon 

s p e e c h  -there was a n  aver' crowd. a s  you can 
iwy3 

imagine. It w a s  a t  some res taurant .  I've f e r g o t t e n  where i t  was
4------./---

i n  San F r a n c i s c a  I happened t o  sit wemdvmw a t  i. t a b l e  which 

was a longs ide  an a i s l e .  

(3b.t --
4ie wwas speaking on I've f o r g o t t e n  what  i t  w a s l b o u tA Ib 

h i n s e l f ~a s a f e  assumption a t  t h i s  pointj / C l d  h i s  ideas.  

of course _that i s  why you do ask  people l i k e  Frank Lloyd 8 -
Wright and Plendelsohn t o  cane and speak. 

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  and enjoyable,  a s  such. As  he  f i n i shed  

speaking(werybody gc t  up, a s tanding  ovation. I mean. a g r e a t  

master. Like roya l ty  f ~ l l ~ w e dcame down along t h e  a i s l e ,  by 

an  entourage ~f people, e i  tYier looking  l e f t  nor r i g h t ,  jpSC head-
he1 d high] f i was march in .  ;ct, not  ackqow1edging applause or 

anything. I t  was beyond him. He came t o  t1:- place  where I 
-4 --

/ 0-Lstoodb h a l l  of a sudden I didn ' t  t h i  ie had looked heaA A 
turned and faced  me. 

b\ 


He s a i d ,  = d i d n ' t  I t e l l  he you  h e  w a s n ' t  , , i n &  t o  

o u t l a s t  me?" (That was r e f e r r i n g  t o  another conversa t ion  we've 

had a t  one t ine . )  "Nar what a r e  you going t o  do?" 



I was so  shocked a t  t h e  t i m e g  I mean-- t 
J 

was s t i l l  c l c s e  t o  me, and Mendelsohn's dea th  was no t  t h e  e a s i e s t  

t i m e  f o r  me i n  many respects .  I j u s t  couldn't  f i n d  a n  answer, 

f rankly.  For once I was kind of speechless .  Azd he sa id ,  "I 

t o l d  y o d ~ ' m  immortal. He was j u s t  second-rate! He couldn ' t  

w e n  l i v e  a s  l c n g  a s  I did!"-

I t  was abso lu t e ly  unbe l ievable  and unreal ,  t h e  pe t t i ne s s .  

Azd uzder the c i r cuus t ances ,  ycu know, s o  many y e a r s  l a t e r .  

Af t e r  a l l ,  i t  was seven y e a r s  s ince  I f i r s t  met Frank Lloyd 

t h a t  had 
\lrigh+&nd s ince  -f i r s t  encounter. I n  b e t w e e n l w e  hue been 

very c i v i l ,  because most of t h e  t i m e  I would meet w i t h  1.lendelsohn 

and hiril a t  t he  same time, and s c  h e  wasn't q u i t e  a s  petty.  He-
was pet+v a t  a l l  times.

---2 


has  w r i t t e n  admiringly of Wrkght ;-- -, 
Riess  : . .  - .  nendel s  c~. h . - d + - . ; ~ 

.O- A- .-
 ---- ---___--,- -.. 
-zm w r i g h t f i n  h i s  w rit;ngs+doe;) b- t r e a t-

..--/., -
Fiendel sohn wi th  t w - scorn4 rr5 I o? (r7Lel 



S c h i l l e r :  ST I w i l l  say ad 

much a s  i t  was given t o  e i t h e r  one t o  acknowledge somebody e l s e /  

snd t o  be a "friend," I t h ink  t h e i r s  was a f r i e n d s h i p  It's n o t  

i n  t h e  common sense  of t h e  word f r i e n d s h i p  2 b o u g h  Piendel sohn 

was, a s  you pointed out ,  generous t o  him, d more than  t h a t ,  I 
f 

t h ink  h i s t o r i c a l l y  it i s  reasonably c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  was 

Eiendelsohnls b r ing ing  him t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  3 ~ u r o ~ e A h a t  

f---

become- i n  t h i s  c o m t r y f i s  well-known a s  h e  was. 

Yes, h lked t o  meet w i t h  h imdand  h e  l i k e d  t o  s p a r  and ri?F' 
p r w e  t o  hirr t h a t  he  was a g r e a t e r  guy. ----.- -I 

remember one l i t t l e  encounter which was by coincidence we were  O r  

going someplace e a s t  )> St. Louis  or  

~ l e v e l a n d 4 d  Frank Lloyd Wright was going t o  Hawaii  or
J k l l- - . 

someplace, bat w e  both met  a t  t h e  San Francisco Airport-- 

Kendelsohn and I and Frank Lloyd Wright  and one of h i s
J 

a s s i s t a n t s ~ v v u "Mendelsohn s t e e r e d  towards him, 

and s a i d ,  'li-iello Frank, hckl wonderful t o  see  you." 

Frank Lloyd Wright sa id ,  'What a r e  you doing? Where a r e  you 

going?" Didn't say he1 l o  or anything. [ l augh te r ]  tie knew who 

he  was. Absolutely no ques t ion .  

Mendelsohn sa id ,  lQh, I ' m  going east .  I ' m  going t o  



m 363'-

Cleveland." or St .  Louis,  o r  whatever i t  was. 

Frank Lloyd Wright sa id ,  "For one of your synagogues?" 

"Ye s. 'I 

'T.lel1." h e  said.  " I ' m  bu i ld ing  a synagogue too." which was 

t rue.  He had j u s t  beer! giver! a commission t o  b u i l d  a synagogue. 

I I 
"1'4shm7 you what .a synagogue should 1ook 1ike. " 

Xendelsohr! took t h a t  i n  s t r i d e ,  arid he sa id ,  'You know. 

Franlc, you've always promised me you w o d d  g ive  me one of your 

drawings. " 

Frank Lloyd Wright said.  "I have?" 

'Yes." Aqd Mendelsohn sa id ,  ' 'Fell. I 'd  be glad t o  g i v e  you 
i 

one of my sketches.  " 

t%ric." h e  said,  '%ow can you make such an exchange? Kine 

a r e  ~ a l u a b l e ! ~ ' % t  was almost ~ n b e l i w a b l e b y o uhad- t o  s tand by 

and watch t h e  fireworks.  _about nothing! Essen t i a l l y ,  a s  a humaa-
being, h e  was petty. And I ' m  not say ing  t h s r  because he t r e a t e d  

6. 
me t h e  way he d i d e i t  doesn't m a t t e r  t o  m e d - ' f t  didn't  wen, 

L-
s t r ange ly  enough, r r a t t e r  t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e .  Though i t  should have. 



Riess: 	 I n  one of h i s  1etters.Mendelsohn t a l k s  wi th  admirat ion about 


Frank Lloyd Wright's Johnson Wax bu i ld ing  i n  Racine. I t h i n k  


t h a t  has  some of those  s p i r a l i n g  forms suspended forms. 


4 
A+-, ,/---

-- . 
I 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Right. anythin;- ' that  expresses  i n  one way o r  i 
t h e  o t h e r ~ & & k e x  something t h a t  h a s  grown a s  an orgahis  V F  
Frl~~4-4cC I A f i r  ibpt u-4 	 e ~ r  ~ 

.__  _ - - . - t a l k  about sn organic archi$ure, and t h e  

same w i t h  Mendelsohn s t i l l  they have not  t e r r i b l y  much i n  -
m 

conmon, s t r ange ly  enough, i n  t h e i r  a r ch i t ec tu re .  But i n  t h e i r  

concepts--that's sometning i n t e r e s t i n g  too, because i f  you 

compare Wright's w r i t i n g  and what h e  a c t u a l l y  did, they a r e  two 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  things. They n e i t h e r  coincide nor do they 

ag ree  w i t h  each other. That was t rue ,  i nc iden ta l ly ,  of 

1,Iendel sohn t o  a degree, t h a t  h i s  w r i t i n g  was q u i t e  a b i t  

d i f f e r e n t  froin what he  a c t u a l l y  did. 

-40ne. . -- of t h e  r  e a s t -
_.. _C.* .. ---

-t*--t-ter*-bn w h e + - ~ ~ ~  
% f n e , b L e l 0 L  w w  B

'B 

haprop&=+fe-r- came t o  t h e  United States- f i r s t  of [ 
a l l ,  he knew t h e  United Sta tes .  He had been h e r e  i n  1923, I 



.. 
/--

b e l i e v e  i t  was. H e  Id-dshm a t  t h a t  t i m e  met Frank Lloyd wr ight /  

who was / p r a c t i c a l l y  
h 

uqknown La t  t h a t  time, and a s  h e  claimed*-- 

I have t o  j u s t  r e p e a t  h i s  own claim--he d i s c w e r e d  Frank Lloyd 

Wright. One t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n :  ~!zzUbecause of h i s ,  quote  

unquote, having "d iscwered"  Frank Lloyd Wright, Frank Lloyd 

Wright became v e r y  well-known i n  Europe w i t h i n  a y e a r  or  two 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  because he [ ~ e n d e l s o h n ]  d id  wri te  about  him [FJ r i gh t ] .  

A s  a consequence of having become s o  well-known i n  Europe. Frank 

Lloyd Wright became t h e  well-known a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  United -
States .  I t  wasn't t h e  o the r  way arouqd. Frank Lloyd Wright, a s  

you may know, was a ve ry  embi t t e r ed  man towards t he  end of h i s  

l i f e ,  because r ecogn i t i on  had come so  l a t e  t o  him. Of course, 

ldendelsohn c l a ims  t h a t  i f  i t  hadn't been f o r  him, r e c o g n i t i o n  

might never have come. I ' m  j u s t  repea t ing .  



-- 

i Riess : 

J t o r i e s  t h t  gather  a r o  r l y  Wright. 

tb  
did Mendelsohn have Sket kind .of fo l lcwing  t h a t  Wright had? 

I".c 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, y e s  and n a  N a  hrt-cer-, towards t h e  end of h i s  
e 


y e a r s  i n  Europe, t oge the r  w i t h  some o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t s  and a l s o  

pa in t e r s ,  he t r i e d  t o  c r e a t e  a school, I t h i n k  i t  was i n  t h e  

south  of F rance  n b e - t h e y  never got  anywhere w i t h  it. 
LI 

But t h e r e  was - s ,as a n  a t t empt  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  

rc"hc r e a t e  a school. He has o f t e n  ta lked  t o  me i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  

about doing something 1ike  that: r a t h e r  than cont inuing being a 

p r a c t i c i n g  a r c h i t e c t ,  --A- h i s  ideaadlCw a 
buy a farm somewhere i n  Sonoma County, o r  anywhere along t h e  

coas t  h e r e d  loved and c r e a t e  a school .4 which h e  r e a l l y  C 
J 

,----, 
Rt ~ 5 %  --&, --h e  thought Sbt h e  had something t h a t  h e  wanted t o  

6 c u d &  
pass on, and h e  didn ' t  want contaminated by s tandard  

schooling,  I t ake  i t ?  

-

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, and no. Well, t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  

s tandard school ing  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  does not prepare a n  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  what a n  a r c h i t e c t  

has  to d d i n  what you might c a l l  "the r e a l  wor ld"  I n  many r 
I 

respec ts .  h-& *--he did teach,as i5 z  kk++tm, Lz, - 1' 

you might knw a t  Cal 
A 

k i t - about  two o r  t h r e e  years.  He had been teaching  h. 

d e s ~ ~ 
Gie graduateA class .  bc l l t e 



.--
t w--rr; him i n  t h i s  cou-ntry,& 

* iw v  
S c h i l l e r :  Very l i t t l e  i n  -of b u i l t  form. w i t  was  r e a l l y  t h e--(. C U*L% 

grandeur  of t h e  and of i t s  landscapes ,  and i t s  na ture ,  

t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  him. He had ve ry  l i t t l e  use--

te lephone  

C'J4 LJ c~*\I 
R i e s s :  &?talking about  h i s  l a c k  of use  f o r  what h e  saw i n  America. 

S c h i l l e r :  . A s  f a r  a s  b u i l t  form t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  him was concerned. I 

FJ GOLV
would s ay  generally@ ---Iby some of h i s  l e c t u r e s .  d d r b  

a 
w--the main l e c t u r e  t h a t  he  used t o  g i v e  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s h e  

c a l l e d  "Hy c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  contemporary or  modern a r c h i t e c t u r e "  
'c)'c u d  

W~&&TZ% ve ry  much cen t e r ed  on wha t  h e  f e l t  h e  had 
' -

done, 2 n d  a f t e r  when I f i r s t  knew h i m h e  must have  been - 1 

-:late - . f o r t i e s .  SO a t  t h a t  point/he obviously  had  
~ r - l - d  

a l ready  achieved a g r e a t  dea l  a s  a very  young a r c h i t e c t .  S 
J 

t h e r e  was no  q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind t h a t L t  t h e  p o i n t  when I f i r s t  
C.I. 

,"krlew himy h e  was most ly  concerned w i t h  what h e  had done-& 

However. t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  l e c t u r e s  con ta ined  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a 

L 



--- - 

number of 	 contemporaries,  or s l i g h t l y  be fo re  h i s  t i m e .  --at -
t h e  t i m e  when h e  mentioned t h e m d t i l l  a l l  a l i ve ,  b u t  a l i t t l e  

o l d e r  than  h e  was. 81 211 over Europ it wasr,'t r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
L a s  

t h e  Eauhaus o r  t o  people  i n  Germany, LZR -t h e s e  were people  from 
* 

France and Holland, England, e t c  I t h i n k  w ha: h e  was doing/ 
t . 4 ~ d r - d  

t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  	 t r a c i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  of %m o b4 
moveoent(and showing how much of i t  was h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  r a t h e r  

than  t h a t  of others .  Whether t h a t  was a  conscious e f f o r t ,  I 

don' t how.  I don' t th ink  so, a c tua l ly .  

Nuch l a t e r C 1  f o m ~ d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  were o the r  b u i l t  forms 

t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  him. That was t h e n  when I persona l ly  was very  

m u c h  i n t r i g u e d  by what I would r e f e r  t o  and i s  genera l ly  nowadays 

I I kc. 	 I\being  re fe :  t o  a s  a r c h i t u r e  w i thou t  a r c h i t e c t s .  

Ftiess : 	 Oh, yes ,  I k n w  t h a t  book. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 You kqow t h a t  > a r t i c u l a r  book, yes. W e l l ,  t h e r e  have been o t h e r s  

be fo re  t ha t ,  and i n  f a c t  I have a  book t h a t  i s  much e a r l i e r  than  

t h a t  But *-. ~ ~ n t e m ~ o r a n e o u sw i t h  my becorn i n g  
0-

v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  phenomenon and I d id  study it,4 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Middle ~ a s t c w h e r e  i t  was very  predom iqant  of 

course,  anywhere you f i n d  r e a l l y  old c u l t u r e s ,  you ' l l  f i n d  it. 

E€!ZZa&y -a t  a  time- dur ing  t h e  war, when I was i n  I t a l y ,  I-
was ve ry  conscious of i t  and s tud i ed  i t l fand took a  g rea t  deal  of 



n 
photographs of b u i l d i n g  forms t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  m 9  p e  

ve ry  simple,  some very  comple y fut all of them you could almost 

say o r g a d c a l l y  grown I mean, they grew out  of t h e  s o i l ,  grew 
-ttu-

o u t  of m a t e r i a l s A d  o u t  of t he  c u l t u r e  of t h e  people  l i v i n g  
n 

there .  

Riess: 	 Often t h e  forms a r e  rounded, t o  a much g r e a t e r  degree t han  we'd 

expec t  t o  f i n d  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 ' TJG.  & L ~ . l ; l a ~  


\ 


of t e n  very  cubic  i n  appearance, c u b i s t i c )  too. When you 

look  a t  Arab v i l . l ages ,  f o r  ins tance ,  o r  many of t h e  I t a l i a n  

v i l l a g e s  t h a t  a r e  b u i l t  up in t h e  h i l l s .  :he t h e  

s tepping,  a r e  very  angular.  Almost always r e l i eved  by a r o u ~ d  
tkA/LI,-


done or  e , t , p . U t ? 7 n d  ibpi-)ms of course t e c h n i c a l  reasons why 

they're shaped i n  t h a t .  form. Those a r e  c o u n t r i e s  where they have 

p r a c t i c a l l y  no t imber  and no luinber t o  span anything, so  they 

have t o  do 	it by c r e a t i n g  a rches .  

Yes, 	 sent 
S c h i l l e r :  /he>  I s t a r t e d  sending h i n  some of my photographfg I h im,  

h 

a s e l e c t i o n ,  j u s t  a few of bes t  photographs I'd 



-1 

t aken  i n  I t a l y ,  a I found t h a t  h e  was very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  that .  

know how much h e  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it/ 

because she  

kcc 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  United S ta t e s ,  and cont  c t u r e s  i n  the  

h 

United S ta t e s ,  and when I -I--1 found h e  

had added my photographs t o  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of s l i d e s  t h a t  h e  -
-a sha~;& during h i s  l e c t u r e s .  

beyond tha t ,  i t  was c l e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  he  had, and I t h i n k  
t 


I've s a i d  t h a t  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  he  had always s tudied  those  forms, 

maybe subconsciously and not  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  he  was very 

conscious of then, because h e  always t r i e d  t o  a d j u s t  h i s  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  a degree, and r e i n t e r p r e t  h i s  own a rch i t ec tu re .  

Re in te rp re t ing  e x i s t i n g  t r ends  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l  i t y  where he 

n 
was designing something. So t h a t  frq even though i t  was t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  and t o t a l l y  contemporary, i t  had c e r t a i n  forms t h a t  

were not  a l i e n  t o  what had been i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  centuries .  But  

-his was never a case of imi t a t ion ,  of jus t ,  LI/oh, w e l l ,  

i f  you're i n  the  Piediterranean, bu i ld  l i k e  t h e  Romans dide 

It was never t h a t  It has always been 

r e inven t ing  t h e  wheel, s o  t o  say. 

In  f a c t ,  t h i s  aspec t  made him d i f f e r e n t  from most o the r  

contedporary a r c h i t e c t s / t h o  would use the  same thing, the same 

appearance, whether i t  was i n  a  h o t  cl imate,  a  cold c l imate ,  r 



whether i t  was Europe or America or Asia or anywhere else. He 

did not b e l i e v e  i n  t h a o  I th ink  modern thoughtfor  present  

thought i n  a r c h i t e c u r e  bea r s  t h a t  out, perhaps no t  so much i n  

a r c h i t e c t u r d b u t  i n  r egu la t ion  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  by governmental 

bodies, because they all have come t o  a  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  our 

means a r e  f i n i t c a n d  cannot be exp lo i t ed  i n  a way v e  used t o  

e x p l o i t  them. 



R i e s s : T w - e r a . R d w - m d d - k d  
//- .- .--------1 

\ 	 - r > 

y o u  -zdsn taugh-	 a d e s i g n  class eC [A/ 

_-I---. .. 	 i 
S c h i l l e r : 	t&&i, I emsaMy  s t a r t e d  o u t  t e a c h i n g  a t  Cal o c c a s i o n a l l y  as h i s  

a s s i s t a n t .  .Yh.b-- I would  take o v e r  h i s  class whenever  h e  h a d  

t o  be  absent .  which was  q u i t e  o f t e d e c a u s e  h e  had a t  t h e  t i m e  

b u i l d i n g s  g o i n g  up  i n  t h e  East .  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  E a s t  and  Midwest ,  and 



v e r y  l i t t l e  o u t  here. . --at c e r t a i n  s t a g e s  of t h e-
b u i l d i n g s d e  had t o  go t o  t h e  Eas t  Coast, t o  Ba l t imore .  t o  St. 

Louis. t o  Q eveland, Grand Rapids--, 

R iess  : These were  t h e  synagogue conmissions. 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, r igh t .  O r  meet w i t h  c l i e n t s  f o r  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  were  
L-

under discussion/\  t h e r e  we re  a  number of p r o j e c t  t h a t  we re  never 

c a r r i e d  out. &d --i n  t hose  t imesf1 took  over h i s  c l a s s e s  
J 
i. 

bezaaa, and a p a r t  from t h a t ,  a l s o  a t  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e ,  I was 

9
t e ach ing  a then-not-exis tent  course ,  namely model-buil ding. To 

h i d t h i s  was ve ry  important ,  a s  i t  i s  t o  me, f o r  a  very s imp le  
- \ 

r e a s o n  He would s t a t e  a s  one of h i s  axioms t o  s t u d e n t s  

b \  I I 
t h a t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  designed arourld t h e  corner. It's no t  j u s t  

what  you s ee  on a f l a t  s h e e t  of paper. You have t o  know what 's  -
going on on t h e  o t h e r  side.  The only way t h a t  you  can r e a l l y  

study it i s  by c r e a t i n g  i t  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  t h r e e  dimensions. 

Though v a r i o u s  people,  va r i ous  a r c h i t e c t s ,  c e r t a i d y  have 

d i f f e r e n t  a b i l i t y  of imag in ing  and s e e i n g  and t h i n k i n g  through 

t h i n g s  i n  t h r e e  dimensions,  he  d idn ' t  normal ly  t r u s t  t h e  thought  

th ;)rwa-~,GAL 

process. more a  m a t t e r  of i n t u i t i o n ,  a  m a t t e r  of 
E 4 

checking v i s u a l l y  t h a t  t h e  t h ings  were  r i g h t .  

The i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  h e  was very g i f t e d  i n  

v i sua l  iz i n g  t h i n g s  on ' a  f l a t  s h e e t  of paper(?but exceedingly 



m03m 
-'% 

clumsy when i t  came t o  doing t h i n g s  w i t h  h i s  hands--other t h a n  

drawing, i n  which h e  was unsu rpas sed  t h e  g r e a t e s t  ~ n d f ~ ~ r h e ~ s  

-I 

acco lade  I e v e r  g o t  from h i %  and I can say t h a t  1 haven't g o t t e n  
/ 

ve ry  many acco l ades  from h i m L b e c a u s e  t h a t  was n o t  i n  h i s  n a t u r  K-
fr was t o  say a t  one time e, your a b i l i t y  t o  des ign  'You know, > 
i n h h r e e  d imens ions  and do ing  i t  b e f o r e  you have  i t  down on 

paper, and c r e a t i n g  a b u i l d i n g  i n  t h r e e  dimensions  i n  a model is  

a s  much of a gen iu s  a s  my gen iu s  i n  p u t t i n g  i t  on paper." 

That's a ve ry  b i g  accolade,  and i t  took  q u i t e  a b i t  t o  g e t  


t h a t  o u t  of him. Not t h a t  I t r i e d  ve ry  h a r d  :hat 

-. .-.. ---.-- --- -e& 
k ind  of an  a d n z a -  a f t e r  y e a r s  and 

y e a r s  and y e a r s  of hav ing  been work ing  f o r  him, and e s s e n t i a l l y  

a lways be ing  under p r e s s u r e  t o  do .  t h e  imposs ib l e  r i g h t  now, which 

a lways r e s u l t e d  i n  hou r s  meaning nothing,  n i g h t s  meaning nothing. 

weekends meaning nothing,  j u s t  work work work and g e t  i t  done. 
VJ dC, 
2Z had t o  b e  done by a c e r t a i n  t ime;  i t  was done no  m a t t e r  wha t  

t h e  cos t - - to  me. e ry  o f t e n  some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we re  be ing  Qr 
done, developed i n  t h r e e  dimensions,  were  obviously  ahead of what 

he had i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  rough sketch. Even though h e  a lways  

s a id ,  "Everything i s  i n  my s k e t c h v f  Yes, i t  was a l l  i n  the re ,  

bu t  w e l l  h i d d e n  [ l a u g h t e r ]  You had t o  be a b l e  t o  be-

i n t e r p r e t  cons iderab ly  more t han  j u s t  knowing what  he  gene ra l l y  

wanted: It meant a c t u a l l y  des ign ing  beyond t h a t .  



4 : ~ 
-par t icu la r  instance/when h e  s a i d  what  h e  s a i d  t o  me ,  

I had worked a l l  n igh t  t o  g e t  a model ready which was supposed t o  

be shipped t h a t  a f te rnoon t o  t h e  Eas t  Coast. It was s m o d e l l o f  

t h e  f i r s t  des ign  f o r  t h e  memorial f o r  s i x  m i l l i o n  Jews which was 

supposed t o  be b u i l t  on Rivers ide  Drive i n  N e w  York. ( ~ m e rwas 

built.)%!:as leaving& NMIdl. 

-/ .--/----., -,--.--&-

6' rSI 
-& 

t o  show what h e  had i n  mind k L t h e  b o a r 3 f o r  %- . .. -

iu 
p a r t i c u l a r  monument. I brought i t  i n  t h e  morning t o  t h e  

C h u I 
off ice- - I  had a shop h e r e  and I had been working i n  my shop a l lA 
night.  He losked a t  it, and h e  go t  t e r r i b l y  exci ted,  and h e  

reached i n  t h e r e  and he sa id ,  "This i s  all wrong! You're doing 

i t  a l l  t h e  wrong way! I j u s t  don't l i k e  it, it's t o t a l l y  wrong! 

This  h a s  t o  come out,  and t h i s  h a s  t o  come out." Those were c a s t  
ke h k d  3 1 9 ~ 1 7q 

ornaments i n  a very  o rna t e  tower Cf o r  which no 

drawings, no des igns  of h i s ,  no th ing  a t  a l l ,  j u s t  i n  keeping 

wi th  t h e  res t (  b e s t  of my 

I was very  t i r e d ,  f r ank ly  t o t a l l y  exhausted, and I knew how 

d i f f i c u l t  i t  had been t o  do tha t .  I j u s t  turned around and s a i d ,  

'Goodbye Do i t  wi thou t  m e "  Because he  had broken i t ,off. 

walked out,  go t  i n t o  my car ,  d r w e  back here,  and w i t h i n  a few 

minutes  t he  phone was ringing. I wasn't  about  t o  answer i t ;  I 

I 



asked my w i f e  t o  answer i t .  

She answered. and t h e r e  was ~ r i c d s a ~ i n g ,  ''But you have t o  

understand. I need him! H e  -has t o  come back! He cannot j u s t  

walk ou t  l i k e  tha t !"  

She said.  'Well. Er ic ,  I can ' t  do anyth ing  about it. He h a s  

Ld e c i d e d ,  h e  h a s  q u i t ,  and h e ' s  had  it. And f r a n k l y / l  don ' t  
LI) 


blame him, e  e  _he hadn't had any s l e e p  f o r  sever..? - days, and-
h e  had s laved  t o  g e t  the darn t h i n g  f in i shed .  and thk f i r s t  t h i n g  

you do is, i n s t e a d  of c r i t i c i z i n g  it. you break it. What do you 

expec t  him t o  do? Replace i t ? "  

"Let  me t a l k  t o  him."41 s a i d .  'lllo. I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  

t o  him. " 

So she  t o l d  him. "I c a n ' t  f o r c e  him, I ' m  sorry."  

'Well ,  you -have t o  do something! It 's r e a l l y  important!  

mean, t h i s  whole p r o j e c t  
= - -.-___

or<&, -every th ing  was - ---------..-.-. --.-..- - . a'"' 
d o n ' t  show them themodel .  I ' m  sor ry  t h a t  I broke it." 

That was t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t x a s  a  l i t t l e  c o n t r i t w  

_-kt, Half a.: -Jr l a t e .  "Is h e  w i l l i n g  t o  

I 



t a l k  t o  me nm?"  

' W e l l ,  I ' l l  ask.I9So I d i d  go t o  t h e  phone, and  I s a i d ,  

l'Eric, t he re ' s  no th ing  t o  be discussed. I cannot work on i t  any 

more, and I ' m  no t  going to." I was very qu ie t ,  ac tua l ly .  I 

said,  'You have t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you can't  behave t h e  way you 

did. " 

"Oh," h e  said,  "but you behaved l i k e  a prima donna!" 

[ laughter ]  

I sa id ,  'Well, all r igh t ,  i t  doesn't bother  me i f  you tel l  

me I behaved l i k e  a prima donna, okay. So I behaved l i k e  a  prima 

donna. I' 

''Look," h e  said,  "don't you r e a l i z e  t h e r e  caqnot be -two 

prima donnas i n  a n  office!?" [ laughter ]  By t h a t  time(1 had t o  

laugh-- this  was t o o  much, you know. 

I sa id ,  "Are you c a l l i n g  you r se l f  a prima donna?" 

"Of course I am!" 

I' s a id ,  "Okay, what do you want me t o  do?" 



"Do me a favor. Come back f o r  a few hours. I ' m  s u r e  you 

can f i x  t h i s .  l1 

"Eric,  i t ' s  broken. I t  was c a s t  ou t  of one piece.  l1 

tI
%tlb 
'W glue  i t  toge ther !  I know you can do these  th ings!  I 

know you can r e p a i r  anything. I have t o  have it, i t  has  t o  

9
leave!  I 've a l ready made arrangements  t o  go a day la te r . "  All  

righ7 - . I came b a c k t o  t h e  o f f i c
"s

'-

aad he  took me i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and he closed the  door and h e--
I 

said-and h e  used t o  shout,  normally--- h e  was very  quiet(and 

he sa id ,  "It's no bus iness  of t h e i r s , "  meaning the  o t h e r  

employees, "so p lease ,  l e t 1s d i scus s  i t  q u i e t l y .  l1 

I considered t h i s0 [ l augh te r ]  -t h a t  i s  when h e  rrrip 
CI 

tBp- said.  "Kaybe I've never t o l d  you, and I should 

have, t h a t  your  a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  i n  t h r e e  dimensions i s  a s  much 

of a  genius  a s  mine i s  t o  do i t  on paper." 

I s a i d ,  l lWell ,  t h a t ' s  v e r y  cite of you t o  s a y ,  E r i c .  Now, 

what  do you want me t o  do? 1'11 he lp  you out  i n  t h i s  one, 1'11 

f i x  i t ,  bu t  t h a t  w i l l  be  it." 

t\ 

53 -h e  sa id ,  "Can you make
4)

a new one? 4 '$ou s a i d  i t  was 

h o r r i b l e ,  d idn ' t  you t e l l  rne?*'hell. you know ha*? I am. It's
4 



something I hadn't envisioned. and i t  was a c t u a l l y  v e r y  

beaut i fu l .  bnt I couldn't have i t  on my bui ld ingf iecause  i t  
& f l e w  

wasn't m i n ~ ~ p  mind g iv ing  i t  t o  me. I'll be happy you don't t o  

a c c e p t  it." 

VJ L t . ~ i . . c+, <l;clkscct;; 
%..,. :-r..*-.-

b---".-*-. -
I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t / i  would say he was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 

Prank Lloyd Wri&t. because when i t  came r i g h t  down t o  i t l h e  was 

q u i t e  human. I n  f a c t ,  he was very human And t h e  t roub le  was 

that: we were very close. hues I&. ~ *later- on i n  l i f e .  andA L -
during t h e  l a s t  y e a r  when he  kqew t h a t  he was dyi9g. he o f t en  

s a i d  t o  me. "You know. I 've  been t r e a t i n g  you l i k e  a son." 

It 
I sa id .  %XElZ. maybe t h a t ' s  not good. Eric!" 

C -

He said. "$Z3Z.'lyoutre r ight .  I have n w e r  been a good
* 

-1 


parent." He had one daughter and she's a l ive.  He admitted t h a tA 
he  had n w e r  been a  good parent,  and I knew f o r  a person of h i s  

irrvolvement and i n t e n s i t y c t o  be a  parent  was p r a c t i c a l l y  

impossible .  That didn't  mean he didn't ca re  f o r  h i s  daughter; h e  

did, very much so. a s  I have o f t en  s e e n  He cared very much so. 

and when th ings  weren't r i g h t  f o r  one reason o r  anotherfhe was 

t o t a l l y  d is turbed  and perturbed. So t h a t  was9't it. But i n  

actual i ty/he didn't  have t h e  time nor t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  "Anybody 

can h&e chi ldren.  Anybody can b r ing  up a  chi ld."  



Riess : 	 A s t u d e n t  i s  ano the r  ma t t e r .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Ah, a s tuden t  i s  a p r e t t y  b i g  thing. And h e  was a  very  good 

teacher ,  and a  very  devoted teacher.  Of course,  h e  l i k e d  t o  

shock p e o p l e 6 b e c a u s e  h e  wanted them t o  t h ink  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

id 
ways, aazd have d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e ~ ~ f i t h e  	 sayf i r s t  t h i n g  h e  would 

t o  a c l a s s  when they met f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m q  "Now. This i s  your  

l a s t  y e a r  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  school ,  and you t h i n k  you have l ea rned  

it a l l .  Goo3 fou've l ea rned  i t  all@_now f o r g e t  i t  Whatwer-
you have l ea rned  i s  no damn good, and f o r g e t  it. Aqd don't tell 

me, 'Scrand-so t o l d  m e  i t  was t o  be done t h z = z  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n '  

Forget i t !  Absolutely f o r g e t  it, because i t  doesn't mean 

anythinz,  cnd i t ' s  no good 'I 

_.. _j). .-

h)'That was number one.qBunber two, he was a  male c h a w e n i s t  

pig. -h e  had abso lu t e ly  no use  f o r  women i n  t h e  -
prof e s s i o n 6 o n e  w hatsaever.  a	 t 

And when I say t h a t  h e  was a male c h a w e n i s t  pig, 

it i sn ' t  t h a t  he d idn ' t  l i k e  women He did l i k e  women, b u t  he 

wouldn't h e s i t a t e  t o  shock them t o  t h e  utmost. I remember 



I 

G-

b-ua l e a n i n g  over  a s tudent ,  looking  a t  what  s h e  was doing. 

l i k e  he d id  a l s o  i n  t he  o f f i c e  He had no r e s p e c t  f o r  anybody 

e l s e ' s  e f f o r t  o r  work. He would grab it, p ick  i t  up, r i p  i t  out  
r i ,  k ; ~d e j ~ + -

from u n d e r - I  have t o  say he couldn't s e e  very  we l l ,  

because he  had only one e y e  He had t o  have t h i n g s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  
/---."--- $' 

t o  h i s  f a c e  i n  order  t o  s e e  them. But again,  you can do 

t h a t  i n  a p o l i t e  and i n  a g e n t l e  f a s h i o n  He was n o t  a g e n t l e  
J' 

persong  i n  any way. 

h d  

-h e  r ipped 6out  from under her  noseJand t o t a l l y  t o r e  i t  
C 

t o  pieces--I  mean, not  phys i ca l l y) , dus t ,  'What i s  a l l  t h i s ? !  
s a ; k  

You c a l l  t h a t  a r c h i t e c t u r e ? "  And s h e  something, and h e  

sa id ,  "Do you have a l ove r?"  -in those  daysf that  was 
3 

not  t h e  kind of language t h a t  was common, 

I remember t h a t  very d e f i n i t e l y ,  a d z h e  looked up/Eand s h e-
was t rembling)  p t h  because she was embarrassedGand a l s o  

because t h a t  was a g r e a t  man, you kr~ow, t e l l i n g  he r  t h a t  she was 

no good. She s a i d ,  "No, Mr. Mendelsohn." 

'W ell, g e t  y ourse l  f one, and go out  i n  t h e  open and make 

love  tifider a tree!" I n  froslt  of t h e  whole class--and of c o u r s e c  

everybody was snickering,  a s  you can w e l l  imagine. He didn ' t  



Riess:  

m 2w 

th ink  any th ing  of t ha t .  Absol u te ly  nothing. 

/. -----,
f-

B u t . T r m E ~ &  he wasn't unconscious of t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  was 

having. 

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, he knew exac t ly  what t h e  e f f e c t  would be. 

Riess : Well, what do you mean, he didn'  t th ink  anyth ing  of i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  I t  d i d n ' t  mat te r  t o  him. He had shocked he r  out of her senses.  

Riess  : Why was he so c rue l  t o  wmen, 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, he was equa l ly  c rue l  t o  men. I mean, l e t ' s  no t  say t h a 3  

But-- .rBs-: r r w i thappens among women a s  

it happens among m e f i h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s tuden t s  who a r e  no t  

t e r r i b l y  g i f t ed .  

Riess  : &u h_e w a n a n s r u d c n f :- didn'  t f i n d  he r  a- - . i i f ted 

S c h i l l e r  : No. And among t h e  few who had been s t u d e n t s  of h i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e f l  
2 

a t  l e a s t ,  I cannot t h ink  of a  s i n g l e  one wh&q 
3 

h i s  eyeS,&as 

g i f t e d .  



S c h i l l  e r  : I . t ? s . ~ e ~ ~ p o s ~ * b t - - j d & ~ * * n ' t  

d-umeu, h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o  women genera l ly  speaking 
.c 
L 


was i n  c e r t a i n  ways very  European. though a c t u a l l y  I 've a lways 

fourld t h a t  t h e  average, i f  you can say t h a t ,  t h e  average 

cons ide ra t i on  f o r  a  woman i n  Europe a s  a  person, a s  a n  equal ,  has  

r h a ~  
been much - commoner i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  T h a t f i n  Europe

4 J 

too, women have not  achieved t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  placefand what  they 

should have a c h i e v e d d s  of course due t o  t h e  same kind of 

-. /
general  educat ion and concept t h a t  meR+= wonen have t o  s t ay  i n  

t h e  house and have ch i ldren ,  and tha t ' s  that .  That h a s  e4 

w a a e  exis ted.  s t i l 1 , t hose  who succeeded i n  ~ u r o ~ e f i o  be- 'fro ;̂yo>. 

p rofess iona ls - - there  was never a ry  d i f f e r e n c  

d i f f e r ence ,  a t  l e a s t  no t  i n  my t i m e .  I fourld t h a t  i n  t h i s  

r e spec t ,  a s  i n  rcany o the r  r e spec t s ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  was f i f t y  

y e a r s  behind ~ u r o ~ T G h e n  I ' m  say ingI came h e r e h t  l e a s t .  not
4 

t h a t  t h a t  i s  the case  today. 

I ' m  only mentioning i t  because when I s a i d  t h a t  h e  was 

shocking people, he did s o  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  and a s  he pu t  i t  t o  me 

a t  t h e  t i m e  and many t imes  a f t e rwards ,  'Tor t h e i r  own goodu 

-i n one o ther  case, and I don't t h ink  i t  was t he  same 

woman, but  i t  was another  s tudent ,  he sa id ,  'Well, so  you want t o  



be  c r ea t ive?"  f-# t h i s  was somebody who was a1 ready prepared '--
and w i l l i n g  t o  answer 

( Pnd:"said.  '"Mr. Mendelsor:,i, I want t t  be c r e a t i v e  That 's  

why I want t o  be a n  a r c h i t e c t . "  

"Mm-hrnm." H e  looked a t  t h e  d r a w i n d n d  i t  was very c l e a r  

t h a t  he d i  dn't t h ink  i t  was ve ry  c r ea t i ve .  i - a f t e r  l ook ing  f o r  

a m i n u t d h e  put i t  bacdand h e  said.  'Gomake same c h i l d r e n a n d  

be c r e a t i v e  i n  t h a t  f a sh ion ;  t h a t ' s  a l l  you ' r e  good for . "  

Riess : 	 That  r e a l l y  is  unforgivable .  

S c h i l l e r  : 	Tota l ly  unf cr,i-:~a31e. Well, I mean from today's perspec t ive ,  

t o t a l l y  u n f o r g i v a b l e  I t  has  a lways  been unforgivable.  a t  any -
Shnu. 

t i m e )  ,&n't  misunderstand mg #u t (Tc  was much more common t h a t  
4 

something 1ike  t h i s  c o d  d and would happen. 

n 


/

1 



ess : \ 
. tperhaps h e  

i-L &&A WG-LL 

thought  	 inured  t o  a l l  of t h i s .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Well, because h e  had become inured  t o  rough t reatment .  


He's had l o t s  of rough t r ea tmen t  i n  l i f e ,  you know. I guess arm?r 


----' 	 . - --.- h a s  something t o  do -it -

w i t h  t h e  mental  s e t  *frame of mind genera l ly  speaking  t h a t  you > 	 3 
happen t o  h a v e ,  whether you can r e a l l y  become inured  t o  any t h i n g  

l i k e  t ha t .  ?),urdr p P r u  d o c s  7~ a d e  v - 1 83da6 
A, fi  c ~ ' - L C P  . 

-9He --,-.,.-.... ..-...*-..,...:---.-.-.-̂ u * - .&.i-, could be v e r y  generous, too. He 

was very  generous t o  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  members of h i s  fami ly ,  w e n  

t h e  remote ones. He did eve ry th ing  he  could t o  g e t  them out of 

Germany: w e n  a t  a  t i m e  when he d idn ' t  have t h e  f i n a n c i a l  means, 

he would s a c r i f i c e  i n  order  t o  do tha t .  He was very generous 
c---
-- .-\ 

w i t h  h i s  time- 'where h e  f e l t  t h e r e  might be a promise. He 

wasn' t ho ld ing  back people  who, i n  h i s  j udgment, were "good. I' 

Riess  : 	 Ah. We haven ' t  heard about  them. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I ' m  perhaps exclilZing myself a  l i t t l e  b i t f i o r  I don't q u i t e  f i t  


t he  category f o r  a  number of reasons  beeme I was more t r e a t e d 

@ 

l i k e  a son, you see,  and t h a t  ha s  i t s  good a s p e c t s  and i t s  bad 

aspects .  I n  o t h e r  words, I was there .  I was t h e r e  and I was 

n
c l e a r l y  and openly being used. But, he d i d  n o t  deny a t  any 

t ime  t o  g ive  me p o s i t i v e  c r i t i c i s m .  He never--with very  few 



-- 

-- 

c
excep t ions ,  very few except ions--ak~owledged t h a t  I had done 

1 
anything.  That I had ach ieved  anything.  

. 	 , i n  h i s  own mind " -I 
h e  wanted t o  be generous t o  me.  Whether h e  succeeded i n  doing 

t h a t / l s  a d i f f e r e n t  scory. There was n w e r  any q u e s t i o n  i n  h i s  
LI-

mind,, and I h o w  t h a t  f o r  a n  a b s o l u t e  f a c t ,  because when you know 

you ' re  go ing  t o  d i e  i n  a few days ( I  t h i n k  one s t o p s  s ay ing  i d l e  

th ingsh /le made i t  very  c l  e a r  how a t t a c h e d  h e  was t o  m e ,  and 

made i t  ve ry  c l e a r  t h a t ,  i n  h i s  mind, h e  had g iven  me eve ry th ing  

t h a t  would make me a g r e a t  success.  Well, hemay  and h e m a y  not. 

4\ He nay have  was ted  i t  on m e ,  i n  because i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  him/ 
- - .  " -.-...,%_.. ".. . 

I 've  	a lways  been *easonably: a j s e n s i t i v e  person. and
LJ 

re t rospec t ive ly , ,
./-=

I 
' 

probably s u f f e r e d  more du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 

, 	 was  w i t h  him than  I gained. grd I ' m  n o t  ung ra t e fu l ;  i t 's n o t  

t h a t  I ' m  s ay ing  I wished I had n w e r  been there.  

fre7L~-,---- p - d p. I~would never  say t h a k c n d  I am g r a t e f u l  t o  him -- .-. 
f o r  -m 	 many o t h e r  reasons.  ~ e c a u s e f i h e  t h i n g s  

else)  
t h a t  he  would n o t  s h a r e  w i t h  anyone h i s  own f e e l i n g s ,  4 

a s k i n g  me f o r  adv i ce  occas iona l ly& human ma t t e r s .  i n  

a l l  k i nds  of things.  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  cons idered  me a t  

l e a s t  a n  equal ,  i f  n o t  j u s t  pe r sona l l y  ve ry  c l o s e  t o  him. 

Ci\* g h e n  I compare-and I have some comparisons, though I 

didn ' t  know Frank Lloyd Wr igh t  remote ly  a s  w e l l ,  I l e a r n e d  r a t h e r  

qu i ck ly  eve ry th ing  I f e l t  I had t o  l e a r n  about  Frank Lloyd Wrigh t  

i n  a few encoun t e r s  t h a t  I 've  had w i t h  h i %  I would say t h a t  tee 

~ G e n d e l s o h nfwas much more hunan, and much more a c c e p t i b l e  a s  a 

h m a n  be ing  than Frank Lloyd Wright w e r  was. 



- - 

L4.J) 
1 
b-k	 t 

n 
you s a i d  	 convinced. 
I
L 

a s  you a r e  and many a r c h i t e c t s  are.  t h a t  you have t o  have some 

con t ro l  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  i f  you're going t o  do the  complete  work. 

How about t h e  landscape,  t h e  ou te r  p r e sen t a t i on?  SUWIU&F-

d id  h e  work w i t h  landscape  a r c h i t e c t s ,  OFT&++, 1-v 	

? 

-l e t ' s  say a h o s p i t a l  q 

I 1  \I 
us -where you have hosp i t a l - scape  around i5 

t h e r e  be a landscape a r c h i t e c t ,  o r  would h e  take i t  on? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 There would be [a landscape  a r c h i t e c t ]  i n  t h e  United S ta tes .  But 

only i n  t h e  United S ta tes .  Even then.  t h e , f i r s t  landscape design 

he d id  t o a  ---t h e  landscape a r c h i t e c t  i n  c e r t a i n  ways would 

n 
have been l i k e  an employee of his. d a l l  it 8s employee or 

consu l t an t ,/i t  made very  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c", h e  was r e l e g a t e d  

t o  a p o s i t i o n  of c a r r y i n g  out  t h e  genera l  idea  of what he 

[Mendelsohn] wanted t o  see,  where t o  mass t r e e s ,  where t o  mass 

flowers.  I have t o  say one o the r  t h i n g  about him i n  t h a t  

respec t ,  t h a t  h e  had a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  gardening personally.  

- - wherever he  was, w e n  i n  -f w a t e $ c a r c e # ~  
e s  


Jerusalem, h e  always had f l ower s  growing all around him, .. h e  

l w e d  t r e e s ,  and h e  could spend sometimes hours  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  

a c e r t a i n  t r e e  i s  placed j u s t  so, t h a t  i t  would complement t h e  

-.-




b u i l d i n g  and  v i c e  v e r s a .  

Riess : you s a i d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  
0 

t h a t  n u s i c  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  bu i ld ing .  I don't kqow whether  you  

i
meant  t h a t  i n  a  k ind  of i v m a t i c  way. o r  w h e t h e r  l i t e r a l l y ,  

S c h i l l e r :  Both. [ l a u g h t e r ]  H w  can I do t h a t ,  r i g h t ?  Well, b o t h  

7 c 

i d i m a t i c  and * l i t e r a l  pyp i n  t h i s  s e n s e  fd;omaticY_, 

because  h e  l o v e d  music, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  of m u s i c  

----,,
He wes 

/---

drawn t o  a  music  t h a t  was  a s  s t r u c t u r a l  a s  

)Sck
a r c h i t e c t u r e  is, and t h a t  of c o u r s e  i s  music  of Bach. Bct h e  

I 
n w e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  one i n t o  t h e  other .  That 's  why I ' m  

I 

saying,  yes, idborn a t i c ,  i n  a  way, b u t  a1  s o  i n  a  l i t e r a l  sense. 

I n  t h e  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  because  a c o u s t i c s  i n  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  of g r e a t  

importance.  I t  i s  a l s o  a  s c i e n c e  t h a t  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  new i n  

?hbt G u e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  bx t h e s e  days/;chen you have a n  

4 

a c o u s t i c  c o n s u l t a n t  i f  you r e a l l y  want t o  a c h i w e  c e r t a i n  th ings .  



--- 

Riess : Not a science,  q u i t e  y e t .  

S c h i l l e r :  No. Well,  i t  i s ,  i n  a way, b u t  i t  t a k e s  a l i t t l e  more--. '5t 
._I.__ -.-

-\ 
/---.- ... . 

/@-' 

&-wd+kW.-.- . . c e r t a i n l y  when you b u i l d--
bu i ld ings  1ike t h e  campus and community center 61 Fl of which(1 

think, yes,  s t rangely  enough, w e n  though t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no t  ~1 

any orthodox sense t r u e  w i t h  Jewish p laces  of worship--they a l l  

have organs, and choirs. These have, t he  ones t h a t  he designed. 
/---. --. *\ 

It's up t o  t h e  congregation what they want t o  do. 

Ard s&he musical aspectJOT the playing of music, t h e  

enjoyment of music became a very important  and i n t e g r a l  part.-'--=-
j n  t h a t  sense  ' i t e r  music was impor tant  t o  him, 
IC 

and t h e  enjoyment of music i n  w e r y  poss ib l e  way. To which i s  t o  

be added t h a t  h i s  w i f e  was a c e l l i s t ,  and they used t o  have 

concer t s  a t  home q u i t e  o f t e n 6 s i c a l  wenings ,  etc. 

t */I4endelsohn wi thou t  music I cannot imag ine  There was always 

music. 

Riess: Would t h e r e  be nus i c  playing i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Strangely enough, no+, I wondered about t ha t ,  b u t  he 

was not  a very technica l  persoh  It was always my job  t o  see  t o  

i t  t h a t  t h e  l a t e s t  dwelopments  i n  e l e c t r o n i c  innovat ion  were 

Z 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  him i n  one way or t h e  other,  and did i n s t a l l  h i s  

4 

music system f o r  him a t  home. A?d of course, I couldn't be 

0, A-43.-5p-4  C /"-r""-



5 b b  
Riess  : he environment i n  

which he  found himse1.i; perhaps a s  a European. t h e  West Coast was 

n o t  q u i t e  a c u l t u r e  e v d ?  

S c h i l l e r :  He didn ' t  have much r e spec t  f o r  it. GHe l w e d  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h a t ' s  

why he  was here. He didn ' t  l o v e  southern  Cal i forn ia ,  b u t  he 

l w e d  no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  But t h a t  i s  because e s s e n t i a l l y  he 

was a person w i t h  q u i t e  s imple  t a s t e s ,  personal ly ,  a s  a human I 
being. I n  food and i n  everything.  He was a ve ry  s t r a igh t fo rward  I 

1. 

person, very direct--maybe t o o  d i r e c t  a t  t imes,  a s  you can tell. 

q,He d id  cone from a background t h a d i n  a c l a s s  s o c i e t y ( w a s  n o t  

high c lass .  H i s  f a t h e r  was a /s m a l l  bu s ines s  m a w  i n  a smal l  Eas t  

Pruss ian  t o w n  A s  f a r  a s  h i s  behavior,  a s  f a r  a s  h i s  appearance/ 

o r  h i s  upbringing was concerned, he was never q u i t e  acceptab le  t o  

t h e  woman h e  marr ied,  who came from the  o t h e r  end of t he  

spectrum. That h a s  been a s o r e  po in t  t o  t h e  very end. He didn't  

care--I  mean, h e  was "jZhe Great  E r i c  Mendelsohdt  who rubbed 

! shou lde r s  w i t h  t h e  Prince of Wales i n  ~ n ~ l a n d A n d  was received 

a t  a l l  the  c o u r t s  t h a t  were s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  Europe. 



- -- 
- - 

w . m  v - - -
I ) ~ ~ ~ ~ Y C S O L ~

R i e s s  : 	 I 've about b e  w i f e  . People
/1 5	 w L A v 

I I \I 

adored Louise,  and sometimes t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  ---
f h b r  Louise was wonderful,  l e av ing  E r i c  a s  a  somewhat l e s s  wonderful 

person. chiller laughs]  -,,; 

i n t o  the  scene? 

n 
S c h i l l e r :  	 W - There were f r i e n d s  t h a t  he  h  a  m  who would come 

t o  h i s  house and h e  would be i n v i t e d  t o  t h e i r  houses. There i s  

a l s o  t h e  perhaps somewhat s t range ,  from my poin t  of view, 
thc i d e ~ ,  

phenomenon which I've n w e r  q u i t e  understood. That i s  not  s oh 
Ad.

much from E r i c  ~ e n d e l s o h d u t  from Louise Mendelsoh3 E r l c  is  

' I  
t h e  Great  E r i c  lfendelsohn, and we have earned ou r  r i g h t  t o  be 

.n 
rece ived  and taken  c a r e  of. It wasn't expressed i n  t h a t  sense. 

It  was j u s t ,  you could f e e l  i t  when you knew them. And you could 

observe ibb-- -- - l a t e r  l i f e f i o u i s e  would o f t e n  sayf B i n  

t h a t  the  corzmunity 
4 

not  t h e  Jewish  community 
) # t was t h e  Bay 

Area community, o r  t h e  American community had no t  l i v e d  up t o  rt 
c e r t a i n l y  her  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of t a k i n g  c a r e  of roya l ty .  I 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  say "royalty" because t h a t  was t h e  a t t i t u d e .  Hers. 

He n w e r  considered himself  royal ty .  There was a  d i f fe rence .  

-t.;, 



Yes, of course. s h e  could be very charm i n  s h e  was a very 3, 
b e a u t i f u l  w oma d b d  c e r t a i n l y A e r y  conmanding i n  h e r  

L I  

appearance. A l l  s he  had t o  do a t  any age and I have known h e r  A 
s ince  she  was t h i r t y -n ine  t o  h e r  last  days: s o  t o  say&hen s h e  

was over  eighty.  I think--was always commanding. I have 

probably been a s  c l o s e  t o  h e r  a s  a human being can come c l o s e  t o  

a person l i k e  t h a t .  She was no t  a person t o  come c l o s e  to.  
,---,,_._-+--------- ----. .---I--. . .,-... .___- . .____..____.. ._..-.dl'-'2

Cc--


,#-+ 

L)?hat was t r u  d1 would say. w i t h  r eg re t .  a s  much a s  I could 

observe, i n  he r  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  E r i c  too. It was t r u e  i n  he r  

r e l a t i o n  t o  he r  daughter. She was a very  co ld  and haughty 

person. ~ n j o y a b l e r a t  t imes ,  bu t  she  had t o  have her  way i n  

everything. if you knew how t o  bow a--2 sc rape / l  t h ink  you were 

acceptab le .  

Riess  : She d idn ' t  f i n d  l - c ~ r  equa l s  among some of a";"- M-= Q-?---l. 

the  c l i e n t s ?  

S c h i l l e r  : KO. 

Riess:  Was she  a b l e  t o  advance h i s  c a r e e r  through any ci ;h i s?  Were 
,/----,

people t r y i n g  awful ly  hard  t o  come up t o  h e r  expec t a t i ons  

i n  a way t h a t  was advarL?.,i?,eous? 

S c h i l l e r :  I would t h i n k  yes ,  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  society.  Not i n  t h e  United 



3s 


States.  I t  i s  r e a l l y  e s s e n t i a l l y  anathema t o  t h e  t r u e  meaning of 

tk democracy t o  be expect  t o  be t r e a t e d  a s  royalty. That 
A'@ 

doesn't s i t  	well .  I shouldn't say t h a t  t h e r e  were some people 
'I 

who were extremely kind, c l o s e  f r i ends ,  who did anything they 

could t o  h e l p  her,  and I admire those  people. I t r i e d  t o  h e l p  

h e r  whenever I could/after Hendelsohn d i e d  But f o r  me, she 

made i t  very c l ea r :  t h i s  was s t r i c t l y  a duty. I owed it t o  

Eric .  

R i ess : 	 That sounds a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  Frank Lloyd Wright's w i f e  also. 

They bear t h e  mantle of the g r e a t  man, i n  g rea t  s t y l e  thanselves. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. --&-she - trpl l e d  a very i n t e r e s t i n g  l i f e ,  M-, 	 -
obviously. 	 She had kqown all the  g r e a t  and near-great of h e r  

rurd 
time61 we; Europe/and was received everywhere/because--I 

LL 

made the  s ta tement  e a r l i e r  lviendelsohn c e r t a i n l y  was t h e  

g r e a t e s t  Jewish archi tec t .  In  t h e  long r u n t 1  th ink  i t  w i l l  t u r n  

ou t  t h a t  he probably had the  most long-term e f f e c t  on 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h i s  century, and perhaps beyond, of anyone 

l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  century. I ' m  no t  a s  presumptuous t o  say t h a t  he 

i s  o r  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  a r c h i t e c t ,  though Louise would say t h a t  

wi thout  hes i t a t ion .  I a l s o  have t o  say t h a d n  s p i t e  of t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  she had q u i t e  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  a r t s  of her time, and 

a r t i s t k  of t h a t  time, she never developed a'clear understanding 

of what her  husband r e a l l y  was doing. 

4 



y ~ 

1 
Riess : Well, I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  g l ad  we've l a i d  t h e  l o v e l y  Lou i s e  t o  rest 

somewhat, [ l a u g h s ] C 1  don't misunders tand j u s t  l o v e  t h a t  
w c C  

s ta tement .  You pu t  i t  s o  n i c e 1 3  #u do mean it nicell-

S c h i l l e r :  I mean i t  nicely .  When you go i n t o  my l i b r a r y ,  t he r e ' s  a  p i c t u r e  

zf.Y- z
of E r i c  and L o u i s e  W-look around, don't h ave  many 

p i c t u r e s  around h e r e1 

cannot  have  my own thoughts.  I va lued  he* I f o ~ r l di t  necessa ry  

~+vc~cjuu-dre 
t o  see h e r  i n  her  l a s t  days, and I would have  come w e n  l a t e r  t oA. 
s e e  h e d h a d  it  n o t  been f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  d e s i r e  of he r  daughte r  

t h a t  I should  n o t  cone a g a i n  I don't know why, and I w i l l  never 
th* 


urlderstand it. I c e r t a i n l y  d idn ' t  want  t o  s t e p  a t  t?kCf p o i n t  on 

anybody's t oe s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no t  on he r  daughter ' s  t oe s ,  w i th  

whom r e l a t i o n s  from h e r  mother t o  h e r  hadn't been t e r r i b l y  good e ~ ~ 7 

4 &[WC,&& uu*,k L"., :* 
S c h i l l e r :  . . 

. 2-in a  ve ry  .nice apa r tmen t  on  Russ ian  H i l l ,  on-
Leavenworth S t r ee t .  A t o p  f l o o r ,  which had a b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  

roof garden, which h e  tended personal ly .  8: t h a t  W d  n w e r-L 

s t o p p e d u ; e r e v e r  he  was, he  was growing f l m e r s f i n d  d igg ing  i n  

-* 

Ri e s s : And h e  was a b l e  t o  make enough money t o  swing t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  8hi ~ s . . - . . - W L ~ k i . ~ ~ w h e t h e r-- h e  was, 

4' w i t h  h i s  f i n g e r s ,  [ l aughs]d i r tt h e  

making enough money a t  t h a t  t i m e  I q u e s t i o h  He probably was/at  



t h a t  point ,  bu t  i n  t h e  beginning(al1 k i n d s  of f r i e n d s  we re  

t a k i n g  ca r e  of h i s  needs. and Louise 's  needs. The same f r i e n d s  

who cont inued t o  do i t  f o r  Louise  a f t e r  Mendelsohn died.  

s: Who a r e  t h e s e  people?  -1 

man,-
1 

< t t cf h e  Haas family: 52!Z?Z 

S c h i l l e r :  -2 To a degree.- But  t h e r e  was somebody e l s e ,  a 

lirs. Vasen, who was  t h e  w i f e  of t h e  fo rmer  German banker. 

J e w i s h  Her husband must have died be fo r e  I eve r  met h e r o ~ h e  -
was a very,  very n i c e  ladyj P e r y  pleasant .  She was a c l o s e  

f r i e n d  of Louise's. I t h i n k  she  has--I've never  looked t o o  much 

i n t o  a1 1 t h e s e  t h ings .  

Riess :  There  was a communityf;he% 

? 
was i t  second genera t ion ,  

<'. '-

m 
---7 / 

t a n  emig re  community, o r  

S c h i l l e r :  I t h i n k  s h e  cane out  of Germany too. 

Ftiess : On t h e  same wave, or e a r l i e r ?  

S c h i l l e r :  
* 

Same wave, bu t  h e  I t h i n k  w a s  n t e r n a t i o n a l  anker and probably P ?' 
had funds  i n  o the r  places.  She d i ed  about  a y e a r  o r  two be fo r e  

~ o u i s e c i n d  l e f t  h e r  some mknown amount of money(too. I 've 

n w e r  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  o u t ;  i t  doesn ' t  i n t e r e s t  me. 



a s s :  --

S c h i l l e r :  

A L i t t l e  tm -farrs-~be--gentrincly-er-r%rP-;'~ 

6CUC tib-u.w& 

W a U , ~ . - 6 ~ ~ ~ & i r - e +  a a l l  w ew e had t o  l e a s e  room--that 's 

could get--and t h a t  was  d i f f i c u l t ( b e c a u s e  I had a c h i l d ,  -such a-
s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  war//ee?pple wouldn ' t  t a k e  c h i l d r e n  i n  rooms 

o r  s p a r r m e n t s  o r  f l a t s ,  or  a n y t h i n g  of t h e  kind. We w e r e  i n  

c o n s t a n t  f e a r  t h a t  we would l o s e  t h a t  one  room, gn9 r reaawhi le  we 
L-

w e r e  go ing  arouqd i n  San F r a n c i s c o  asld coming over  h e r e  t o  Marin 

C 3 u n q  t o  l o o k  f o r  a p l a c e  t o  s t a y ,  a p l a c e  t h a t  we cou ld  

"afford." We cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  any th ing ,  r e a l l y .  rWe s tumbled on 

t h i s  t o t a l l y  run-down house, and t h a t  w a s  j u s t  abou t  a l l  I cou ld  

a f fo rd .  I had t o  t a k e  a mortgage, f i r s t  t i m e  and l a s t  t i m e  i n  my 

l i f e  t h a t  I w e r  owed a v t h i n g  t o  anybody. 

C e r t a i n  s t u p i d  t h i n g s  t h a t  one l e a r n e d  a s  a chi ld :  'You 


mustn ' t  spend money t h a t  doesn' t  belong t o  you, under any 


c i rcumstances ."  T h a t  was  s o  p r w a l  e a t ,  a t  l eas t (% Europe and 


ce r ta ih1 .y  i n  Germany. w m r r f a k i n g  on a  mortgage,  a  s m a l l  

I 

m ortgage--sm a11!--was t e r r i b l e .  I had more t h a n  enough money t o  



~ ~ 

pay t h e  down payment, :and I paid a b s o l u t e l y  t o  t h e  l a s t  penny 

p r a c t i c a l l y  w e r y t h i n g  I had, ju s t  had enough money, because E r i c  

had found a l i t t l e  work f o r  m d w h e n  I f i n a l l y  go t  h e r e  Namely, 

t o  b u i l d  a model f o r  t h e  maimlm l b l ~Hospital .  I'l'hat's temporary& 

a f t e r  you've b u i l t  i t f you  may be out, and you may have t o  l ook--
f o r  o t h e r  work, bu t  I'll do w h a t w e r  I c a ~ "and he did. I never--
did  1eave h i s  o f f i c e  u n t i l  he died. 

he=--------Irt a w a g i - T - ~ ~ u s t - e c p p i i r g  *attt o m e - t ~ ~ o ~ a  b u r J  w o u l - d ~ j & ~  

to.&xpbia--~~ &e-4-%s-Tr-quarter -.m-whateverhe-+e&-the 

tape]--the 4 a c t - t h . a + y o t l . ? f ~ ~ mpb;Pdd'been m'-r3u'tsider .spsdrs 

vw.s h e w ?  si tua t i 3  S d a  kid*"!!Ti b ' d m - & m m  

r n y d e a L + e w- ~ m ~ d ~ t h k h r s. 

t h a t -were h e r e ~ i g k t - u = F t ~ ~ r ; - T h t ~ t ~ i ~  

m a l l  t a n  thert, -I-think* 

S& i l - l - e r - 4  - - U e l . l ~ - Y h ~ ~ - t a y m e 

---s 


quite young. d t d d e r e d - t n p s e l f Y a t h e r Q I i f - a r ~ d  

UZSid@- ise- -&&aw -gae---thr-

f i f  e--



Riess : T e l l  me 8b33t l iendelsohn's o f f  i c e  i n  San Francisco.  D i d  h e  have  

7 
a b u i l d i n g  -_how - many people d id  h e  have on t h e  s t a f f ?  a d  

e 
hcw 

d i d  i t  work,
7 mi==?-

S c h i l l e r : Ifendel sohn's o f f  i c e  was on Commercial S t r e e t  i n  San Francisco,  &d03 

-Z* you nay G I  may no t  know. t h e  term "corumercidl" 

had no bea r i ng  on what  i s  normal ly  lcnown a s  commerce. - -

=-as he '  &=&e=ekL.&- .,a was ve ry  proud t o  t e l l  me t h e  
C. -	 J 

name Conne rc i a l  was because t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a1 ong t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

p a r t  of C~r i i i l e rc ia l  Street - -which 	 i s  q u i t e  s h o r t  a c t u a l l y ,  only a 

Hh
f e v  b locks  long, s i x  b locks  l o n g  	em a l l - -were  most ly  b ro the l s .  

And t h a t  was t h e  reasrJn f o r  t h e  term ' ' c ~ ~ m e r c i a l . " P- h e  
r 
L 

was e q u a l l y  proud t o - - f i r s t  t h i n g  h e  t o l d  ne:  'Th is  o f f i c e  h a s  

been a  b ro the l .  We took  o u t  all t h e  v a r i o u s  pa r t i t i ons . "  And i n  

f a c t  you c ~ u l d  s t i l l  t e l l  where t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  had been ,  

w 
[ l augh t e r ]  had been pa in ted  over  	and all t h a t ,  bu t  it%~ 4 , x . l5 
j u s t  a  ve ry  mediocre j o b  of remodeling. It was t h e  k ind  of 

remodel ing t h a t  you do when you have  a b s o l u t e l y  no oloney and j u s t  

need some space. T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what app l i ed  t o  him a t  t h e  t i n e .  

The o f f i c e  had been i n  e x i s t e n c e  a few months be fo r e  t h e  
7t 	 iu 1 4 98 

t i m e  t h a t  I came i n t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  had been formed w i t h  
4 

T W O  young San Franc i sco  a r c h i t e c t s .  One was somebody who had 



~ ~ ~ ' -
j u s t  been re leased  f rom t h e  army, or  very r ecen t ly  been re leased  
C r a m e ~E K 8 - d  

from t h e  army, and h i s  name was Henry H i l l .  m e  o ther  one D ~ N 
..I-

belonged t o  t h e  D i ~ w i d d i e  family,, they were b u i l d e r s  i n  San -- /udk e  
FranciscoA uiaa had been s tudying a r c h i t e c t u r e  and had formed a 

pa r tne r sh ip  w i t h  Henry H i l l .  The two had e s s e n t i a l l y  opened t h a t  

off ice.  sztd Henry H i l l  must have run i n t o  klendelsohn somewhere i n  

t h e  eas t ,  i n  oze of t h e  universi ty* l e c t u r e s  ZmC Mendelsohn has  CB: 
alrrays been w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  people, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  young 

people who wanted t o  t a l k  t o  hi-,. K i l l  used t h e  opportuni ty t o  

t a l k  t o  him, and during t h e  t a l k  1-lendelsohn found o u t  he  was 

going wes t) +&, t o  San Francisco, .c+.a where he was hoping 

t o  s t a r t  h i s  w n  o f f i c e ,  e tc .  

I th ink  i t  was H i l l ,  though I can ' t  swear t o  it, who d r w e  

I.;endelsohn and Lcuise o u t  on one of the  t r i p s .  

Riess  : 	 Anozher v i r t u e ,  on h i s  par t .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Pdght. They n u s t  have had a f a i r l y  good t i n e  w i t h  each o ther ,  

and they enjoyed each other 's  company. I have t o  say about 

Henry H i l l ,  whom I knew q u i t e  wel l ,  Kenry was a good, g i f t e d  

designer ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  were  of no concern t o  

Mendelsohn. namely residences.  Which i s  nothing u?usua l  a e  
w-nos t  young a r c h i t e c t s  s t a r t  out w i th  r e s i d e n t i a l  design,". 

C 

and some never do anyth ing  r e s t  of t h e i r  l i v e s .  



. . .  
4 t i e s a ne I I C  ta e l' L i a l t~er-! -e ~ 

d 


n,&&LwutCcc3..-,-
Riess  : =ai' i s  4 name rt&?6 

\ 
as soc i a t ed  w i t h  Mendelsohn on one of 

Crgni c.; 5<o 
bui ld ings .  Gal ter.

A 

Riess : Pii chae l?  

6 e k i 4 4 e e  I'm mazed i f  I remember a name. but t h a t ' s  a l l  r i gh t .  

was s~mebody  who 14endelschn h i r e d  a t  t h e  t ime, and who becarce h i s  

chief  d r  : f f+isman i n  San Francisco. Michael dl s o  rn anewered  

himself i n t o  a  p ~ s i t i o n  of b e c m i n g  a n  a s s c c i a t e .  



Riess : 	 I wondered haw f a r  up these  people got. i--

N
S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, t h e  f i rm name o r i g i n a l l y  was Mendelsohn, D i ~ w i d d i e ,  and 

H i l l .  That became 1.Iendelsohn and H i l l ,  and now it 's ended up 

1:endelsohn. In  t h e  very, very end, by using some b l a c k r n a i l c ~  

would c a l l  it, Kichael Gaddis--it 's 3o t  a nice s tory ,  but  I ' m  

v i . l l . ing  t c  t t l l :  about it--

1.iichael ~ a d d i ' s  k w ~ w a l i s t e d  a s  "assoc ia te  " on t h es % 

thar 


s ta t ionery .  Arld l i s t e d  a s  an a s s o c i a t e  on a l l  the buildings,,at  


t h e  t i m e A e r e  i n  t h e  of Eice. When I say blackmail. he had a 


very  negat ive inf luence  on 1-iendelsohn. He had convinced 


1,lendelsohn t h a t  he  wouldn't be anybody and couldn't opera te  i n  


I I 
San Francisco i f  i t  hadn't been f o r  Kichael GaNis ,  t o  a  point 


where, when Mendelsohn got a  conmission t o  bui ld a  labora tory  


bu i ld ing  f o r  t h e  Atomic Energy Commission, i n  Berkeley, a t  UC,-, 


which i s  s t i l l  s tanding  there--both biendelsohn and I had a 


suspicion,  we can't prove i t  of course, that; he c rea ted  some 


d i f f i c u l t i e s  when Mendelsohn had t o  apply fo r  clearance @ s d  Z+ 


has  n w e r  been q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  me or t o  Piendelsohn- 
2 	 a

A !  
4
whether i t  	was Kichael Ga&st suggestion, cjr whether i t  was 

~ ~. . 
t h b t 	 ed " CLbgS.

indeed the  	Fa1 suggesf r rg  thata*- g ive  a  top  c learance  t o  
t ~ qLrne4Ad.d 	s 0 LJ 

Nichsel G a q i s ,  and you only ge t  a secondary clearance. 
4 

got any, on t h i s  job.) 



He a l s o  played a n  unhealthy,  s h a l l  w e  say, r o l e  on a n o t h e r  


job. Var iad Assoc ia tes .  (Ln t h e  peninsula ,  where  a p p a r e n t l y  


endel sohn's 1i f  e t i m d h e  took ozer  t* j o b , e  


-. 

3 ~ w d jobfbu t.~ t h e~nex t  j o b+-

t h a t  G ~ a r i a n *  A s s o c i a t e s  handed o u t  t o  somebody. W e l l .  all 

k i n d s  of s t r a n g e  s i t u a t i o n s .  The g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t  perhaps  W L u  

to 

t h e  t e rms  a f t e r  Kendel sohn's 

--h e  was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  make i t  


f e a s i b l e  f o r  he r  t o  g e t  a reasonable  s e t t l emen t .  o r  any th ing  

w.w-tX.4 

else f i r y  unp leasan t  negot ia t ions / thaf  went  through two 

Ee ha s  been cne of t h c s e  who played on t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  


E r i c  obv ious ly  had at t h a t  t i m e .  He [ ~ r i c ]d idn ' t  f e e l  s e c u r e  


any nicre i n  having opened ano ther  o f f i c e ,  i n  ano ther  country ,  and 


uCC c'L 

&he+?- . .. 
. c i r cums tances  which we re  a l i e n  t o  h i m  %ak!"A-


& i c h a e l ~ r p l  o i t e d  t h a t  t o  a g r e a t  ex t en t ,  w i thou t  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  we say. O r  w i t h o u t  i n  my judgment hav ing  

nade a maj c r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  The comments t h a t  h e  nade about him 

t o  me a t  t i n e s  were  n o t  ve ry  complimentary,  and i t  was ve ry  c l e a r  

t h a t  h e  was e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Riess :  I kues3 I had t h e  wrong i d e a  I thought  
, _ _-----.'. 

t h a t  I~lendelsohn,when h e  

bu t  -you s a i dgo t  here ,  would have  been l i o n i z e d ,  



l a s t  w e e k l t h a t  t h a t  w:as j u s t  n o t  t h e  case, 

far+ i n hk&££i;Ca How o l d  was  he/;hen you  w e r e  o u t  

h e r e ?  

S c h i l l e r :  He n u s t  have been m i d d l e  f i f t i e s .  I could  f i g u r e  i t - -midd le  
q3 W d l  

f i f t i e s ,  s h a l l  we say. AR-#after a l l ,  t h a t  was  t h e  f o u r t h  

coun t ry  i n  which h e  had b u i l t  up a practice/and opened an 

of f i ce .  Arrd s i t u a t i o n s  and c c n d i t i o n s  w e r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  a t  

t h e  t i m e .  4 i k k 5 ~f e a l l y  what I found most,  t o  me p e r s o n a l l y ,  
e 


most  a p p a l l i n g ,  	was  t h e  s t a t u s  of a r c h i t e c t s  i n  t h e  U G t e d  

S t a t e s .  They hadn't a r r i v e d .  &ad a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y--
nobodies--they w e r e  some o t h e r  businessme.3 f i e y  w e r e  n o t  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  they were  n o t  be ing  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

Even i f  somebody was  a g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was Frank 

Lloyd W r i g h t  o r  Mendelsohn o r  r a y  o t h e r s  t h a t  I cou ld  mention,  

they were  n o t  g iven  t h e  k ind of r e c o g n i t i c n  o r  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d
1 

anybody i n  p a r t i c u l a r & a t  they were  g i v e n  i n  any o t h e r  country ,
2 

and c e r t a i n l y  i n  all w e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s .  

5 That  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t ;  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t ,  I would  say. 

/ 	 -I'd l i k e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  one of h i s  b u i l d i n g s  a s  a 

k&&-d c a s e  i n  point .  I'd l i k e  t o  know how he was  w i t h  c l i e n t s .  



u ~ , ~ ; a 
i ClqsoJ
?

Aqd s o  perhaps %imonides i s  t h e  one t h a t  we should t a l k  
3 

a b o u t  4ea+8y--,how 	 d id  he g e t  t h a t  commission? 
C 


Were you i n  on t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  pla?ls? I 've heard no th ing  
h o ~ ~ i t a lboard 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  good about  the  dea l ings  t h a t  t h e  
m-44-. 

had w i t h  him A i a v - g *' The ego, once 

aga in ,  was-- tGL 1 

S c h i l l e r :  -,. .. t h a t  -e**Uel l ,  h a s  something t o  do 

w i t h  w e r  c o ~  pensa t i n g  f o r  h i s  f e e l i n g  of i n f e r i o r i t y  and being 

pushed around, s ~ m e t h i r r g  h e  hasn ' t  been used to. Aqy t ime you 
itwts, 

did t h a t  kind of t h i n g  t o  h i d h e  would r e a c t ,  and a l i t t l e  
4 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  take. Very d i f f i c u l t  t o  take  f o r  him, and equa l ly  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a c l i e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  an American c l i e n t  a t  t h a t  

an image didn ' t  e x i s ,  of an a r c h i t e c t  be ing  ?-. .-CFJ. 

/"--

somebody importan?& You could h i r e  a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  a f t e r  a l l - - i t  

was j u s t  a ma t t e r  of f i n d i n g  somebody whose f e e s  were  e i t h e r  a 

l i t t l e  lower  cr a  l i t t l e  higher ,  depending on what  you wanted. 

It s t i l l  i s  t h a t  way f t o  a degree--not q u i t e  a s  bad any more, 

f o r t u n a t e l y .  

L'ML A* 
R i e s s : 	 \ J e l l ,  Pm".probffbly ths-at-d T p r e s  sedfl- by 

a rch i tec t s !  I t r u l y  am. 

LCII 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wel.1, a r e  very t o  say thar .  Some~ s o n e  *-<have 
1 

-1VLUo e%>C , 
American a r c h i t e c t s  a r e  very 

a 

k ~ &I'll t e l l  you 



- - -, 


something e l s e  about American a r c h i t e c t s  which I b  found o u t  

l a t e f i n  1i f  e, which I didn't know. Some of t hen  a r e  extremely 

w ell-equipped, extremely know ledgeabl en extremely dedicated,  

w i t h o u t  X n s i s t i n g  on t h a t  a p p e l l a t i o n  of "greatness" 

about them. && -..very s u b s t a n t i a l  people, very good people, very 

knowledgeable people. ,Mnot  neces sa r i l y  t h e  most known, bu t--
some of t h e  well-kncwn ones t o o  a r e  very s u b s t a n t i a l .  

Lhe t r o u b l e  is,  t h e r e  a r e  s o  few i n d i v i d u a l s  
I s x / /  

xho 
/-C7 

h i r e  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  being a good a r c h i t e c t .  f i  few 

/'.' ----',
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  country who know t h e  importance of 

h i r i n g  an  ou ts tanding  o r  good a r ch i t ec t .  I t  i s  usua l ly  a  

f i n a n c i a l  equation, and i f  somebody has  recommended scmebody a s  

beinb; a good businessman, and doing what  you want, t h a t  i s  how 

most people s e l e c t  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t s f  That's how the  b i g  

bus inesses  do, too. Lut- nF +hn 

r' 
sorue of the  corpora te  a r c h i t e c t s  who work f o r  

1arge 1arge corporat ion& have produced ou t s t and ing  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  because i t  means a d v e r t i s i g g  

va lue  f o r  t h e  corpora t ion .  The corporat ions,  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  have 

cane t o  an understanding of t h e  va lue  of t h a t .  

Riess:  The image. 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. 



R i e s s  : 
a

& how d i d  t h e  Piimonides commmission come t o  E r i c  Mendelsohn? 
Ir 4 

Was t h e r e  a c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  that-,? 

S c h i l l e r  : N a  ? h e r e  wasn't. T h i s  happened j u s t  b e f o r e  he  came t o  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s .  He d i d  t e l l  me i n  f a c t  a b o u t  i t  when we met i n  

New York, and s a i d  t h i n g s  weren ' t  go ing  we l l .  from-- dl I 

can  e s t a b l i s h  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  h e  was  g i v e n  t h i s  c o n i m i s s i o ~  

?Szkt h e r e  w e r e- some peop1.e imrolved who had known a b o u t  him. 

I t h i n k  E l i s e  Haas w a s  one of those ,  and members o f  t h e  Laas  
@,*sf,, & 

f a ~ i l y .(flladc " n c  was n o t  i n v o l v e d  in that++ j l  ;h* ,) 



S c h i l l e r :  
ed 

Bar I would sayfpCrobably they  cftd s e l e c  E r i c  because--well ,  5, 
had w o r l d  fame, and t h a t  wor ld  fame had  t r a v e l e d  zhead of him 

h e  

t o  

t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

R i e s s : 7
-?expensive ,make him n o r e  td idn 'I t  

BS c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, no. You have t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime ,  and t h a t  l a s t e d  

u n t i l  about  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  ago, any member of t h e  A I A  would 

work f o r  t h e  s a n e  fee. E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same fee.  You could  

charge  more. but  you c c u l d  n o t  charge  1ess. There  w a s  a  minimum 

f e e  t h a t  was s e t  f o r  members of t h e  A I L  and i f  you would 

underbid  t h c t  fee& would come be €  o r e  t h e  s't h i c s  Po m m i t t e e  and 

would be  removed a s  a  ffiember of t h e  A I A  Bnd f h a t  was c h d l e n g e d-
i n  c o u r t s  twen ty  y e a r s  2 ~ 0 ,and t h e  A I A  was  t o l d  i n  no u q c e r t a i n  

t e r n s  t h a t ' s  p r i c e  f i x i n g f a a d  you may no t  do tha t .  -s i n c e  

t h a t  t i n e .  t h e  A I A  doesn'  t do t h a t  f 
_ A- -...-...-..-/ 

G. 

,-., A d  s i n c e  t h a t  t ime.  u q d e r c u t t i n c  i s  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  day. 

Which doesn' t  make i t  n i c e  t o  be a n  architect. 'So, n a  And I ' m  

q u i t e  c e r t a i n  h e  may have t r i e d  t o  g e t  a s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  f e e  

because  h e  was  well-known, b u t  I & t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t i m e/' 



because  h e  was  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  out+ftiaat h e  observed t h a t  r u l e  and 

s t a y e d  p r e t t y  much a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  recommended f e e ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  

b a s i c  f e e .  

R i e s s  : 

isfwEla.*.;fin ;I-" m-w. One of t h e  
i ! - r p . a t  
enmnmts a b c e  ttse b u i l d i n g  seems t o  f l y  i n  t h e  f a c e  of your  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I.:endelsohn adap ted  h i s  work t o  where  h e  was  Q..UJfi..: ,. ' ). 	 /----- -

w e i t  	Dv e r y  much l i k e  a s i m i l a r  i l s s p i t a l  i n  
S*>& F,7-	

q-: =J
J e r u s a l  em, i- P(ld  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  .-?a==-

t o o  ope?,, and balcony- ish .  ? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wel l ,  I msy have t o  d i s a g r e e  w i  ! you the re .  Beca i - ,, w e l l - - t h a t  

i s n ' t  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  r e a l l y .  was i t  a p p ~  r i a t e  

f o r  t h e  c l i ~ a t ei n  San Franc i sco?  And t h e  answer  i s  yes. The 

way i t  was designed, yes. 1:unber two: w h a t  d i d  happen i s  t h a t  

the  commi t tee  t h a t  gave hi. t h e  conmission/;; t h e  f i r s t  place/-  

a l s o  gave him a program very  c l e a r l y & s i g n a t i n g  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  

a s  a  h o s p i t a l  f o r  the  c h r c n i c  s i c k ,  which i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 

any o t h e r  type  of h o s p i t a l ,  or  q u i t e  d i f f e r e g t  i n  concept and i n  

/l a y o u t  and n e e d s 6  f r m  a n  o l d  a g e  hane, f o r  i n s t a n c e .  

I t  was  never  use?  f o r  t h a t  purpose. And t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  i t  

was i a z g p r o p r i a t e  i n  i t s  l a y o u t  o r  i t s  use, i t  had n o t h i n g  t o  do 

w i t h  I-:endel sohn, because  t h e  c h a n ~ e c w e r  i n  ownersh ip  f  r o z  one 



c o m m i t t e e  t o  a n o t h e r  happened when t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  f i n i s h e d ,  

e s s e n t i a l l y .  

R i e s s : I & & L , - s They d e c i d e d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  need 

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c i l i t y m ?  

c h i l l e r :  Well, t h e y  e i t h e r  r a n  o u t  of money, o r  d i d n ' t  need i t -ar 
Cclocp i  tal l y 

n e a n w h i l e  Plount Z i o n  was  b e i n g  r e m o d e l e d ~ ~ a n d  and t h ee n l a r g e d ,  
CC 

d e c i s i o n  w a s  r e a c h e d  t o  p u t  t h e  c h r o n i c  s i c k  i n  Mount Z i o m  

s o m e t h i n g  of t h a t  n a t u r e  happened, and  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you  e x a c t l y  
L
L 

w h a t  happened. But  i n  any c a s e ,  t h e  program on t h e  b a s i s  of 

w h i c h  i t  was  d e s i g n e d  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  i t  was  f i r s t  

being, used .  

I n s t e a d  of  h a v i n g  i t  changed t o  w h a t e v e r  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

used f o r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e y  l e t  it go. Some o t h e r  group bought  i t  

f rom t h e  f i r s t  group,  o r  r e f i n a n c e d  i t - - and  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you  t h e  

d e t a i l s  of t h a t l b e c a u s e  I w a s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t .  T h a t  i s  

s o m e t h i n g  I haven ' t  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  w i t h  any of h i s  b u i l d i n g s .  
Y 

I w a s  s t r i c t l y  a t  t h e time;- h i s  c h i e f  d e s i g n  a s s i s t a n t ,  a n d  

n o t h i n g  el se. k~r3 I d i d  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  or 

a n y t h i n g  of t h e  k ind .  

I' d i d  t w o  t h i n g s :  I h e l p e d  h im w i t h  h i s  d e s i g n s ,  and I 

wculd  go t o  a s i t e  and  c a r r y  o u t  c e r t a i n  i d e a s  and  s u p e r v i s e  



c e r t a i n  i d e a s  d u r i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

R i e s s  : So you w e r e n ' t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  h w  he  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  c l i e n t ?  

n
S c h i l l e r  : Well ,  I 've s e e n  FI many a time how he  d e a l t  w i t h  a c l i e n t .  and 

a c o n p l a i n t  t h a t  h e  was  rough-shod and i m p e r i o u s  i s  

probably  e n t i r e l y  c o r r e c t ,  because  I c e r t a i n l y  have s e e n  him w i t h  

o t h e r  c l  i e n t s . m e n  i t  came h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  r e s p o n s e s  

t o  a  c l i e n t ' s  ques t ions .  (rl I do r e c a l l  -he was be ing  asked 

w h e t h e r  a  b u i l d i n g ,  it was  a  community c e n t e r ,  would be somewhat 

l i k e  t h e  c o n ~ u n i t y  c e n t e r  t h a t  he  b u i l t  somewhere else. &m!P h e  
asked 

immedia te ly  blew up and s a i d ,  'Well!  Would you  have Beethoven 
A 

when he conpcsed t h e  Ninth  Symphony, 'Mr. Beethoven, i s  i t  g o i n g  

t c  sound l i k e  t h e  F i f t h ? '  &W Fir .  Beethoven would h a v e  blown up 

r i g h t  i n t c  y o u r  f a c e ,  'No! I t 's  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e  Nin th ! '  A l l  I 

c a n  t e l l  you is, you asked Nendelsohn t o  des ign  someth ing  f o r  

you, i t 's  gc ink  t o  be  a Mendelsohn." And t h e  h e l l  w i  t h  you, u-_In 

~ t h e rwords,  'Who c a r e s  w h a t  i t  l o o k s  l i k e ?  I know what  i t 's  

go ing  t o  l o o k  l i k e ,  and you're going t o  g e t  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  

b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  don' t you  d a r e  q u e s t i o n  m e  l i k e  t h a t . "  

h e  had t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  
0 A - 4  

t h a t  a cl  i e n t  normal ly  doesn ' t  know what  h e  wants. say 

LC. 


v e r y  guarded ly  b u t  n o t  s o  guardedly--most c l i e n t s  do n o t  know,A 
how can they  be expec ted  t o  know what  they want? And i t  i s  a  j o b  



f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  h e l p  them t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  own i d e a s ,  w h a t  

they want ,  o r  t o  prove t o  them t h a t  wha t  they ' re  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

i s  n o t  a c h i e v a b l e  o r  n o t  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  purposes. 

Bu t  t h e r e  i s  a  happy medium, and t h a t  happy medium d i d  n o t  e x i s t  

C l i e n t s  w e r e  a  p a i d a s  f a r  a s  I'lendelsohn w a s  concerned. and 

c l i e n t s  can be p a i  I know t h a t .  Bu t  you don' t  q u i t e  a d m i t  i t4 
t o  a  c l i e n t  t h a t  they  a r e  a  pain,  and h e  d i d  n o t  only a d m i t  it--

h e  t o l d  them t h a t  they were  a  pain .  

R i e s s : And a committee of c l i e n t s  must be a  g r e a t e r  pain. 

S c h i l l e r :  A  commi t t ee  of c l i e n t s  i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  take ,  u n l e s s  you 

d u s e d t c  EL commi t t ee  form of o p e r a t i o n  ~t i s  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  c o m i t t e e s .  

are 

R i e s s : I f  they d o n ' t  k n w  what they want a s  a  group, e i t h e r .  

S c h i l l e r :  No. Even from t h e  c l i e n t ' s  p o i n t  of v iew,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

d e a l  w i t h  a committee.  I n s i d e  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which h a s  a  

. .b u i l d i n g  commit tee ,  2 ; - A  t h e  person who c a r r i e s  o u t  *on 

cJb e h a l f  of t h e  c l i e n t  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  t h e  c l i e n t  wants ,  o r  t r i e s  

t o  t e l l  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  wha t  it should be, h a s  a  rough rough t ime ,  

-unless i t 's  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a pe r son  

who i s  t h e  f o r  t h e  c l i e n t ,  and on ly  one person 



-, such." 

speaks. I f  everybody h a s  t h e  same r i g h t  i n  conveying t h a t  idea .  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  can' t  p o s s i b l y  work. It's i m p o s s i b lPJeverybody--\\ J 
q u a r r e l s  a t  a l l  timewLtI would l i k e  t o  f i n d  out ,  "I have a new 

i d e a .  1-lr. ende el so ha"'^ would l i k e  you t o  c o n s i d e r  such-and- 

L h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  more i r r i t a t i n g  and ... 
somet imes  more d i s t u r b i n g  t h a n  t h a t  k i n d  of a  q u a r r e l  2 PL. ~ d  t h o s e  

k i n d  of t h i n g s  happen a l l  t h e  t i n e .  =+ '-

/' 
. ..b a 	 m a t t e r  of d i s c i p l i n e  both  s i d e s ,  and t h e  

wi l1 in l ;ness  and a b i l i t y  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  e d u c a t e  h i s  c l i e n t .  -& + ~ ' W W &'*', -

R i e s s  : 	 Did you  g e t  s e n t  i n  t o  do any of t h a t  c l i e n t  educa t ion ,  a s  a  

s u b s t i t u t e ?  

~ c h i l l ' e r: 	IJot f o r  Plendel sohn, no. Only a €  t e r  h i s  death--I  had t o  n e g o t i a t e  

wizh s m e  of them. 

?R i e s s :  	 On beh a1 f  of t h e  o f f  i c e ,  -

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. On beha l f  of t h e  owner of t h e  o f f i c e ,  namely Mrs. 

l:Iendelsohn. I t  was  i n t e r e s t i n g  i q  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h a t  I g o t  t o  h e a r  
) -

a  l o t  of t h a t  k i n d  of  t h i n g .  -I a l s o  g o t  t o  h e a r  

\I 
compla ' ints  a b c u t  1,iichael G-s, who d i d  go l a t e r  on on some of 

t h e  t r i p s  w i t h  Mendelsohn f o r  purposes  of n e g o t i a t i o n .  I n e v e r  



1L.L-Y 
did  go f o r  purposes  of n e g o t i a t i o n &  bat s t r i c t l y  f o r  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  purposes--reasons of do ing  t h i s  and t h a t .  

R iess :  	 Did Mendelsohn g e t  r e p e a t  commissions,  o r  d i d  h e  burn o u t  h i s  

c l  i e n t  s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Throughout h i s  1ife(;;e had r e p e a t  commissions. = 
4-c Schocken i s  a good example.. Schocken h a s  used him f o r  

every  one of h i s  j o b s  i n  Germany, and t h e n  f o r  every one of h i s  

j o b s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  

R i e s s : 	 Wasn't  h e  younger  and m e l l a ~ e r  then? l io re  amenable? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 You mean Plendelsohn? 

R i e s s  :' 	 Yes. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Na I don't t h i n k  h e  a7er  was. I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  v e r y  l ike ly - -he  

d i d  mellow a l i t t l e ,  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  b u t  up 

t o  t h a t  p o i n t  I would say  he was  n o r e  f e r o c i o u s  when h e  was 

younger. 

R i e s s  : 	 That ' s  t rue--mel lowing i s  supposed t o  corue w i t h  age, b u t  

c r u s t i h e s s  cones,  too .  



S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. You're r igh t .  And then p a r t i c u l a r l y  people who 

haven't been very mellow t o  s t a r t  ou t  w i t h  become very  crusty.  

Sane do. L 

4 efL-%-M *44.L*;YU . h * U  -- am-----
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madc 14,r.(. Ha as 

Riess  : Xas Russel l  an en l igh tened  c l i e n t ,  involved w i t h  t h e  p lans?  

r\ 
What was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Firs. Russe l l ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Again, t h i s  i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  I 've seen p r e t t y  much only from t h e  

o u t s i d > p t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  tha-~1 met ihs. Russe l l  

very ea r ly  i n  t h e  proceedings. This job, too, had s t a r t e d  j u s t  
[CornP  leted 19523 

before  I came t o  San Francisccj. One of t h e  f i r s t  people I met 
4 

o u t s i d e  of t h e  o f f i c e  was Krs. Russel l .  

Riess  : She ' s  E l i s e  Haas 's  daughter?  

daughter of a r e l a t i v e  of Wa l t e r  Haas's > - - =-. E l i s e  

Haas ' s  husband. F'-------x=t$-m 

i/

&hkl+er:m Tlal t e r  Haas and Hadel i  n : .  e y - r 

ezZkr-- $were cousins. a c tua l ly .  
w 

psrext, Madel ine ' s  pa ren t  sfdied very  yGUng. She a brought 
* - - . - - "g.

- _---- ' - -

d  he r  b r o t h e r - b y  another  aunt,  Mrs. L i l i e n t h a l .  I a 



melt  I,!rs. L i l i e n t h a l  and h e r  husband, and I've met Walter  and 

E l i s e ,  bu t  her  pa ren t s  I c e r t a i n l y  did not know. &zt; i n  any 
S 

case,  she  was very young a t  t h e  t ime  and expec t ing  h e r  second 
. - _  ---- LL*.-

I"
chi ld ,  B e t h e  house was being planned and de L-". u-

(H Kendel sohn confided i n  m e  and complained t o  me t h a t  he  had t h i s  

very  l ove ly  young woman a s  a  c l i e n d w h o  abso lu t e ly  could no t  

read plans. Not only could s h e  not . read p lans ,  "She doesn't  

understand my drawings! l1 

/ 
(.-. -

-i t  was incomprehensible  t o  him t h a t  somebody could -
/C1

not understand h i s  famous drawings. He wes rer)r f twm.uu-oO0&his  

w 
drawings. were  one of h i s  g r e a t  s t r eng ths ,  t h e  way he did draw. 

E\ 
Aqd i t  was abso lu t e ly  beyond h i k t % ? h a t  am I going t o  do? YerJce WI'N 

going from th ing  t o  a n ~ t h e r .  and from one change t o  another ,  and 

she cannot decide, and she--what do I do?" 

I s a i d  t o  him, "Have you t r i e d  a model?" 

''I can't  a f fo rd  it!'' He thclught t h e r e  wasn't enough i n  t h e  


conmissicln t o  t h a t  kind of an e f f o r t .  


I sa id ,  'Well ,  you know, i t  i s  commcln t h a t  i f  a c l i e n t  wants  

+LLL 
a luodel r a t h e r  than you, a c l i e n t  pays f o r  a model. Why don't 

uC 

you discuss4with her ,  and f i n d  o u t  whether  i t  would h e l p  h e r  i f  

she  coul d actua1l.y see  three-dimensional ly  what she1s going t o  



-- 

ge t .  l1 

Ri e s s  : It's i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  -+going  t o  

unseen. There  wasn' t  t h a t  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  he  &uld  j u s t  do i t  

b r i l l i a n t l y ,  and t h a t  would be* that 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wel l ,  t h e r e  was no  q u e s t i o n  h e  could  do it b r i l l i a n t l y ,  b u t  s h e  

wanted t o  know. @he h a s n ' t  change4 , d o t  one b i t .  She wanted t o  
k e n d c ! s o h n j  

know e x a c t l y ,  t o  t h e  l a s t  littl e n t o r s ~ I  	 k e d  a t  , a ~ / ? i ~ ~ r e a l  

Ay.s-	 ., . . . -
'-t h i n k  h e r  husband I 

s h e  wasn ' t  t a k e  i t  s i g h t  

'.
. . . . .'*.-. .....-. *.. e q u a l l y.
h
t h e  t i m e .  

bA 
adament & w a n t i n g  h e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and b e  happy. d , < a z )  

t h e  way i t  	was go ing  t o  be. 
_-._- _.--.-	 ------a-
c--


R i e s s  : 	 45 d i d  you make a  model? 
c. 

C 

\NL I\) 	 4 
S c h i l l e r :  S& a p p a r e n t l j r / s h e  must  have  approved a n  e x t r a  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  

"&,-..--	 "p
sEe was  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  i d e  b u t  t h e n  wanted t o  mee t  z e ,  -e w b & d  

4- That  was  when I was  c a l l e d  i n t o  t h e  conf e r ~ n c e f ' e  d h  

b c t h  of t h e = ,  R u s s e l l  and Piadeline were  buStr the re .  I 
4 

91 

was in t roduced .  The q u e s t i o n  was, '90 y o u  u n d e r s t a n d s y  r e a l  

I,.-
d i f f i c u l t y , "  Mrs. R u s s e l l  .. A ? d ,  "is to--I  wan t  t o  s e e  how w e r y  

roor.: i s  arranged.  And E r i c  makes t h e s e  f a n t a s t i c  s k e t c h e s ,  b u t  

they don' r mean any t h i n g  t o  me. " 

I s t a r t e d  t o  t h i n k  r e a l  qu ick ly /and  decided t h e ?  t h e  normal 



model wouldn't do tha t .  I t  would show t h e  outsidefland t h e  

&ssing& and everr i f  necessary c o l o r s  and every th ing  e l se ,  bu t  

had noth ing  t o  do w i t h  t h e  i n t e r i o r  func t ion ing  of t h e  whole 

thing.  

S O  I s a i d ,  "IJel1, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  do t h a t ,  b u t  i t ' s  q u i t e  1 b;f. 

more d i f f i c u l t  than an ordinary a r c h i t e c t u r a l  model. I t  would 

have t o  be a model t h a t  you can take  apa r t ,  f l o o r  by f loor ,  s o  

t h a t  you can l ~ o k  a t  each f l o o r  arrd walk arourtd from rGom t o  room 

and s e e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and where t h e  doors  a re ,  where t h e  

c l o s e t s  a r e ,  and s o  forth. ' '  

That i n t r i g u e d  her ,  and s h e  s a id ,  "That ' s  what I want." 

I s a id  t o  myself, ''I hope they haven't agreed on a  p r i ce  

y e t ,  because t h a t  i s  q u i t e  different! ' '  But i n  any case,  t h a t ' s  

what I did,  f l o o r  by f l o o r  Mendelsohn breathirrg over my1 

shculder  a l l  t h e  time--"Isn't i t  ready y e t ?  I s n ' t  i t  f i n i s h e d  

y e t ?  You're bankrupt ing me! You'l l  have t o  do it on your own!" 

R i  e s s  : 	 Did you do i t  i n  wood o r  paper products,  or  hcw -? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 110. I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  one, a t  l e a s t  t o  my knowledge, t o  

use a  t hen  very  new ma te r i a l ,  p l e x i g 1 . a ~ ~ .  



Riess  : Clear .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. -1
 used i t  c l e a r  and t h e n  whatever  had c o l o r s  o r  
J 

f i n i s h e s  on it/I wwculd spray,-'--+ -- e 

9- 1 1 was  i n t r i g u e d  by a l l  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  one could g e t  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  t h a t  were  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  anywhere else i n  t h e  world. 5-' Aad 
 -,&, ef 

I had some of t h e  same t o o l s  t h a t  I s t i l l  have and s t i l l  

use--namely a  power s s w ,  and w i t h  t h a t  you could make ve ry  

a c c u r a t e  c u t s  i n  p l e x i g l a s s ,  and it was ve ry  easy,  v e r y  qu i ck  t o  

a s s e a b l e ,  because you j u s t  d i p  a brush i n  a so lu t i on ,  which i s  a 

so lven t ,  and touch a t  one co rne r  and c a p i l l a r i t y  soaks  i t  a l l  t h e  

way. It 's t h e  n e a t e s t  and c l e a n e s t  way of connec t ing  things:  .erzrd 

ycv ho ld  i t  f o r  l e s s  than  h a l f  a  m i n u t e / & i d  i t  s tays .  You can 
do 

gc on and b u i l d  m o r e A g d  i t  doesn' t  p u l l ,  and i t  d o e s n ' t ~ h i n g s  

weed o r  
that: cardboard o r  gypsum a s  they used t o  use d a  SD i t  -
was t o  me an i d e a l  m a t e r i a l ,  and I t h i n k  I was t h e  f i r s t  one 

who's ever  used it People d i d  use  it f o r  windows, i n  models. 
..-. 

-1 

But -M /or t h e  whole  model was very  expensive. 

It s t i l l  is  cons ide r ab ly  more expens ive  t he se  days, b u t  a t  t h e  

t i n e  i t  was expensive.  

Riess  : How b i g  was your  model? 

S c h i l l e r :  The model was t o  s c a l e ,  i t  was ,= - ~ - .... aca;& 



- - 

s L & + ~ - ~ ~ w L , ~  It wasn't very big; i t  was about t h i s  

t a l l ,  about  t h i s  b iga 

Rie s s  : 	 About a f o o t  by two f e e t .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 It 's s t i l l  a t  Madeline's house, uqder a p l e x i g l a s s  cover. Models 

don't usua l ly  l a s t  very  l o n ~  This  isne i s  s t i l l  there ,  and i t ' s  

@?a2 4. I-
r a t h e r  n ice  t o  look  a t q  That did t h e  t r i c k  I -d i t  

f / \ \ 

exac t ly  t h e  way i t  was drawn, and she could walk from room t o  

room, make changes i f  s h e  abso lu t e ly  had toAand s h e  did. W& 

/ erybody was agreed, &*it was b u i l t .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Kadeline by E r i c  was by and l a r g e  very 

good. He was imperious t h e r e  t o a  When she wanted t o  combine 

he r  house's f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  she  had e i t h e r  i n h e r i t e d  o r  bought or 

used, he p u t  h i s  f o o t  dews She equal ly  pu t  h e r  f o o t  dowrz 

Having been Madeline's a r c h i t e c t  f o r  much longer  than E r i c  ever  

has  been, I would say spa rks  must have been f l y i n g  a t  t imes. 

Even though I ' m  probably much more accomodating than  E r i c  ever  

was, w e n  then we have ou r  l i t t l e  t i f f s  once i n  a whi le .  It's 
J 

all very loving,  but we have out l i t t l e  t i f f s .  

r-
Riess:  L A :  	 What d i d  you go 

?' 

on t o  do w i t $ ' -



&!!&&--


S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, I d i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  on h e r  house, I can on ly  t e l l  you  a  f e w  

n e g a t i v e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  maybe t h e r e  a r e  r e l e v a n t  i n  c e r t a i n  ways, 

because  they  a l s o  shed a l i t t l e  l i g h t  on E r i c ' s  i d  o s y n c r a c i e s  4 

and d i f  f i c u l  t i e s !  

1

L-s- i t  w a s  e i t h e r  Mr. R u s s e l l  o r  N r s .  ~ u s s e l l w  
II 

- U1 who recommended t o  E r i c  o r  a s k e d  

E r i c  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of a c o u s i n  of I l a d e l i n e ' s d h o  had j u s t  
~ f l r n d e l r o h f i J  

f i n i s h e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  and he  p u t  him on t h e  j o b  
4 

a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  on b e h a l f  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and t h e  w n e r  

_ ..- _ .. - ----	 .._;I 
* .. 

/,--. 

9This  proved t o  me r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  t h a t  Hendelsohn 
--.------------.-- -.-# - .  	 -.t e c h n i c a l  l y  - .  d i d n ' t  kqow all t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a n  

63
a r c h i t e c t  ought  t o  know. You do no t  p u t  somebody o u t  of s c h o o l  
fl 


on a j o b  and e x p e c t  t h a t  pe r son  t o  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and a b i l i t y  

and e x p e r i e n c e  t o  s u p e r v i s e  a  c o n t r a c t o r ,  and t o  t e l l  t h e  

c o n t r a c t o r  when h e  was wrong. 

F i e s s :  	 P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y .  i s  t h i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between American s c h o o l s  

and European s c h o o l s ?  

S c h i . l l e r :  	 Yes, t o  a  degree,  because  i n  Europe i t  was  customary.  a t  l e a s t  i n  

my t ime ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i n ,  E r i c ' s  t ime.  t h a t  b e f o r e  you cou ld  p a s s  

your  f i n a l  e x a n l h o u  hed t c  have put i n  q u i t e  e b i t  of t i m e  on 

t h e  job.  &++-, 
C-i n  many c o u n t r i e s .  Germany h a v i n g  been 



r'.-----I 
one of those ,  you had : t o  have  l e a r n e d  t h e  c r a f t .  So etW you ' re  

n o t  on ly  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  w h a t  i s  go ing  on on t h e  job,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  

w i t h  one of t h e  major  c r a f t s  s o  t h a t  y o u  a c t u a l l y  kqow w h a t  i t  

t a k e s  t o  p u t  someth ing  t o g e t h e r .  

&?H?-

&-4L 

R i e s s  : - t h i s  f e l l a w  w a s 4  

.I-.. 

S c h i l l e r :  N u  -part  of t h e  consequence i s  n o t  b laming  him a t  a l l & e l s  
L - 4 

C I  
3 

a v e r y  n i c e  guy. and we ' re  f r i e n d s  and a l l  t h a  k B a 

consequence of t h a t .  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  l e a k e d  from day one. I t  

l eaked  b e f o r e  i t  was  q u i t e  f i n i s h e d .  The l e a k s  w e r e  never  

5 
stopped. I t h i n k  dzq have s topped them f i n a l l y .  b u t  i t  h a s  

meant r e b u i l d i n g  s e c t i o n s .  and d c i n g  c e r t a i n  things,w-hich
GI L 

I '
shoul  dn' t happen. Tha t  aqd s a n e t h i n g  e lse!> -

-- .- - -- --
L 

tilhen Kendelsohn--I t h i n k  I d i d  ment ion  it--when h e  f i r s t  

r e c e i v e d  a d h e  sa id .  "Forget  t h a t  you ' re  a n  a r c h i t e c t .  you ' re  

no t  a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  you don' t  kqow any thing." A s  h e  put  it. '?4y 

American boys know s o  much more t h a n  you do. i t  i s n ' t  w e n  funny. 

You b e t t e r  l e a r n  wha t  i t  t a k e s . "  

B k r  
~QS:I d i d  go 

rtp+ b f i j 7 ~ ~ ~ lj o b 3  
o u t  on my own a t  one t i m e  because  I w a s  a l w a y s

I L 



i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u i l d i n g s  go ing  up. and i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  and how it 

was p u t  toge ther .  I was  t o t a l l y  a g h a s t  when I came back end I 

sa id .  "Eric.  I was  on t h e  R u s s e l l  job--" and h e  s a i d .  'What we+ 

you do ing  t h e r e ? "  

I s a i d .  "I went on my w n . "  

"On your  awn? Did y o u  a s k  f o r  pe rmiss ion?"  

I s a i d .  "No. I didn '  r. I wanted t o  s e e  how it--" 

'Well ,  wha t  i s  i t ?  I don't have  much t i m e . "  He was  v e r y  

-s h G r t 6 e c a u s e  h e  knew I w a s  going t o  be c r i t i c a l  of something, 

and much l a t e r  d i d  a d m i t  t o  me how l i t t l e  he  knew about  t h e s e  
-0 

th ing?  / ch  l a t e rA /Lnd h e  was  a f r a i d  I would a s k  a  q u e s t i o n  o r  

p o i n t  o u t  s m e t h i n g  f o r  which h e  didn '  t have a n  answer.  

I s a i d .  "Do you r e a l  ize t h a t  t h e  way t h i s  b u i l d i n g  goes 

up i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  a l l  rules and r e g u l a t i o n s .  n o t  only  of t h e  

c i t y ,  bu t  of common s e n s e  and t h e  way t h i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  b u i l t ? "  

'What do you knaw a b o u t  t h i s ! ? "  

I ' s a i d .  "I happen t o  know t h a t .  and I can  e x p l a i n  t o  you--" 



"You don' t have t o  e x p l a i n  any th ing!  I knowl" 

I s a i d .  "Have you  looked?  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  go ing  t o  l e a k . "  

!Going t o  leak!" That was  one of t h e  w o r s t  words  one could  
# 

e v e r  use. 'What do you  mean!" And h e  -L&- Jiy e l l e d .  'lIfikel Cane darn!" (Michael 

Kike d i d  come doc;% Il-lans t e l l s  me t h e  R u s s e l l  house i s  

go ing  t o  leak.  And Hike--'What does  he  know?'' He knew e x a c t l y  

how f a r  h e  could  go, you know? He s a i d ,  ' l ie s h o d  d  s t i c k  t o  

h e l p i n g  you w i t h  d e s i g n  He doesn' t  know a r y t h i n g  a b o u t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  

I s a i d ,  "Kike, I ' m  n o t  going t o  a rgue  w i t h  y c u  I n  c o n t r a s t  

t o  you, I've been work ing  on  jobs ,  and I know w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o  

keep  a  b u i l d i n g  f  ron  l eak ing .  Th i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  g c i n g  t o  l e a k  

l i k e  a s i e v e . "  

Well ,  he s a i d ,  "Stlow me on t h e  drawing wha t ' s  go ing  o n t 1  

And I looked a t  t h e  drawing,  which I hadn' t  see% I hadn ' t  seen  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  was  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime ,  i n  o t h e r  words, under 

h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  I t  was done by a  v e r y  g i f t e d  now a r c h i t e c t - - h e
J J 

was  n b t  a n  a r c h i t e c t  a t  t h e  t ime--but a  v e r y  g i f t e d  ~ u t c h r n a n h a d  

done all t h e  drawings.  B e a u t i f u l l y  d o n e e  I s t i l l  have all t h e  



drawings of t h a t .  

But we didn ' t  know a t  t h e  t i m e .  Aqd nobody e l s e  seemed t o  

know i n  the  o f f i ce .  i n c l u d i n g  Michael G a g s .  because i t  was a l l  

drawn t h e  way it was being b u i l t .  And I pointed t h a t  out,  and h e  

said,  "That's nonsense. You don't know what you're t a l k i n g  

about.  " 

Okay. I was don't I'mr e l ega t ed  t o  noasense@-~~  kqow what 

\\ 

t a l k i n g  about. when I f i n a l l y  cleaned up t h e  ..
.L 
o f f i c e  f i l  es, and s i n c e  t h i s  was a j :.,i; t h a t  had j u s t  L-asn 

Schil  l e r :  . a:"- . . o s 

- TZcame a c r o s s  r a t h e r  b i t t e r  

correspondence between t h e  owner and t h e  a r c h i t e c t h o u t  sorue 

d i f f e r e n c e  of opinion,  and some i n s i s t e n c e  by the  owner t h a t  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  pay for  c e r t a i n  things.  That was t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  



I w e r  had t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  was no t  t h a t  smooth a t  a l l  times. 
Z: b u  

And of coursefnowaday/1 do know i t  wasn't t h a t  smooth f i e r e  

were a l l  k inds  of d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and t h a t  Mendelsohn i n s i s t e d  on 

9
t h i s  and that .  Bnx I a l s o  have t o  say t h a t  she  i s  t h e  type of 

c l i e n t  who has  respec ted  t h e  m a d a n d  h i s  a r t i s t i c  i n t e g r i t y ,  and 

the  g r e a t e s t  r e l u c t a n c e  changed anything, even uJ-

th ings  t h a t  a r e  no t  d i r e c t l y  apparent,  w e n  i f  it had t o  be done 

because of d e f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  s or something l i k e  tha t .  Cer ta in ly  

f . 

-4 

changes i n  co lor  and I know t h a t  he r  co lor  sense i s  q u i t e5 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of E r i c  i-iendelsohn's, and ve ry  much 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  l i k e  n ine '  , 8 h  e l i k e s  t h ings  t o  be white ,  rea l  

whi te ,  and not  d i r t y  white, -
-.----J

I_----/ 
L f l  

BnX i t  had t o  be done very  gradual ly ,  s o  t h a t  ~ n l y  y e a r s  and 4 

years&Y t ime something was repainted/-become a  l i t t l e  
' ' Q

l i g h t e r .  B k  -by and l e r g e c  s h e  el  ways did say i f  something had 
.m f 

t o  be replaced,  g h a t  was i t  o r i g i n a l l y ?  What was the  o r i g i n a l  

col o r ?  %t what was t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood? And can't  we d u p l i c a t e  
Le 

t h a t ?  Sa she's very r e s p e c t f u l ,  and has  always been v e r y  --
r e spec t f  u l g a n d  very a t tached  t o  it, which i s  unusualf 

Okay, 

s o  much f o r  thatA 

Riess:  .̂-y\I want t o  a sk  you very  qu ick ly  what happened t o  

the biogaphy of Mendelsohn t h a t  you worked on w i t h  Louise  

-. cons ider ing  t h e i r  somewhat stormy r e l a t i o n s h i p .  



I.1endelsohn Did t h a t  w e r  come 2-o u t  i n  any form, ' ? *  


S c h i l l e r :  No, I d i d n ' t  work on a b iography of 

-

-0,~ e n d e l s o h n y  

~~~~~-
 . . What happened i s  t h a t  s h e  was  w r i t i n g  a n  

au tob iography ,  and b e i n g  E r i c  blendel sohn' s w i f e  o r  widow, f e e l i n g  

t h a t  s h e  ? a s  now c a r r y i n g  t h e  g r e a t  man's man t le ,  which i s  a 
- - .  .. . , & y & z d L 4  i. 

COIZ inon widows of g r e a t  men, -former J 
husbands of g r e a t  wor,en/s h e  f e l t  t h a t  s h e  had t o  t a l k  a b o u t

J 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Her t e c h n i c a l  knowledge of a r c h i t e c t u r e  


Bzz was n i l .  Her i n t u i t i v e  knowledge was  v e r y  super f  i c i d .  A ? I ~ 

sltc 
--ccme o u t  w i t h  r a t h e r ,  a t  t i m e s ,  pompous s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  

w e r e  t o t a l  l y  f a c t u a l  l y  i n c o r r e c t d n d  d i d n ' t  mean any t h i n g ,  and
0 

4-4
i n t e n d e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  g r e a t  man's i d e a s ,  w e r e  h a r d  t o  t a k e ,  

01--
'I 

s h e would n o t  a d m i t  t o  it, b u t  s h e  unders tood 

ycu  do someth ing  a b o u t  i t ? ' '  O r ,  'What would you say? T h i s  i s  

c o r r e c t ?  What do y o u  kr~wa b c u t  i t ? "  



Riess  : What became of t h a t  whole t a sk?  

S c h i l l e r :  3Well,  what became of it, i.t i s  a l s o  i n  B e r l i n ,  a s  eve ry th ing--
e l s e ,  . & d i h & s s  proper ty  of t h e  s t a t e  museums. I t  

was  in tended- I  t h i n k  s h e  was given a  g r a n t  by t h e  Museum of 

Hodern A r t  t o  w r i t e  it. 

R i e s s : You mentioned t h a t  Berkeley could have had t h o s e  papers. 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Berkeley had p r a c t i c a l l y  w e r y t h i n g ,  w e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was 

l e f t o v e r ,  most of t h e  working drawings of Mendelsohn, a l l  t h e  

s k e t c h e s  t h a t  were  i n  ex i s t ence ,  some d a t i n g  back t o  s i n c e  World 

War I, and which I had cared f o r  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  a number of -L 

t imesh I kep t  them i n  P a l e s t i n e  and brought  them w i t h  mey\and 

a l l  t h e  s k e t c h e s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  and B r i t i s h  period. A l l  of 

t h a t  was c o l l e c t e d n d  taken  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r 3  school i n  

Berkeley where h e  had been teaching,  and was  in tended  t o  be g iven  

t c  t h e  Un ive r s i t y ,  provided they would t ake  ca r e  of it, o rgan i ze  

it&nd use  i t .  

-- 

Riess  : Thi s  was i n  1953, o r  ' 5 4 ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  death,  because t h e  o f f i c e  had t o  be 

c lcsed ;  she  moved o u t  of t h e  apartment,  e t c .  



-- 

kcf, fi 
Riess  : Aqd was i t  h i s  wish t h a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Cal i fornia-

A 

S c h i l l e r :  Nothing was ever  discussed about that;, -m 
i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  ano the r  famous a r c h i t e c t  we were d i s cus s in  and t h e  valve af 
l l l rndr  I s o h n 5 

'dmsketches,  ME was very  much aware t h a t  they were v a l u a b l e  

and unique, a s  S U C ~/ B u t  he never made a f e t i s h  o u t  of ibd 
--h e  didn't--we1 1, he did keep most of them, because they have been 

F v ~ ~ , f - t + .4Jse 
published,  etc. ,  but  only t h e  b e s t  ones. tI would be 

/crumpled up o r  a s  h e  found out  l a t e r &  t h a t  some people would goA 
i n t c  h i s  wastepaper  baske t  arid t ake  an  o r i g i n a l  Mendelsohn, would 

then s t r a i g h t e n  i t  ou )fe would t e a r  them up o r  burn them. SaS 

&=&&&W?ifanyth ing  had t o  r e m a i d h e  only wanted real l ,/ -
C 

f i r s t - r a t e  t h ings  t o  remain. H h e  uould  have been very unhappy--
i f  he would know t h a t  he died w i thou t  having w e r  had a chance t o  

go through h i s  f i 1e sd ; cus t  t o  see  what was here ,  because many of 

t h e  t h i n g s  he  would have thrown away. I n  f a c t ,  most; of them h e  

wciild have thrcwn away. 

Riess  : ::ell, then I would t h i n k  h e  would have made some arrangemenb-

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. He would have made an arrangement, cmd l i k e  h e  ~ a +w i t h--
W f i (  c h &or ever  and e v e r A o i n g  over t h e  f i r s t  f  o ra  of -

/ 

b o o k s l b e c a u s e  he  wanted i t  t o  be j u s t  so, and i t  couldn't  say 

any t h i n g  he didn'  t want i t  t o  say. 



~ i l I ; a w ~ - ~ -
Ftiess : 	 Was i t  W u r s t e r C u  who was a t  Berke ley  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wurs te r  was a t  Berke ley ,  yes ,  a t  t h e  time. H e  was t h e  dean. 

R i e s s : 	 And he d idn '  t r e c e i v e  i t 7 3  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, i t  was  r e c e i v e d ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  was  a l i t t l e  b i t  of 

correspondence,  and then  came r e q u e s t s  from p u b l i c a t i o n s  and 

o v e r s e a s  pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  and schools:  'We would 1i k e  t o  p u b l i s h  

/ I
a v a i l a b l e  s k e t c h e s  of t h i s  and t h i s , "  o r  d rawings  of t h i s  and 

\\ 
t h i s ,  and "Could you  g i v e  us information." -- &fhey would come t o  

2 	 -
L o u i s e  and s h e  woul d t u r n  i t  over t o  m s I was g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  

- w  

and every  t h i n g  e l  seA t o  respond t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  sbd I would c a l l  

t h e  Ark--the ArK b e i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  old  a r c h i t e c t u r *  
Q, 

building-and t a l k  t o  t h e  l i b r a r i a n  and say ,  "Could you  make 

" \ \such-snd-such a v a i l a b l e ,  " and t h e  answer was always No. 

ILqd t h e n  one f i n e  day&here was  a new l i b r a r i a n ,  and I 

saidr'l;;;en t h e r e  was  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  e x h i b i t  from o v e r s e a s 4  
J 	 J 

"Could you  m ake such-and-such a v a i l  able!" 41'What i s  t h a t ?  

l.fendelsohn? Who's Mendelsohn? What s k e t c h e s ?  We don' t  h a v e  

any th ing .  " 

I had t o  t e l l  Lou i se  t h a t ,  and we bo th  w e r e  up i n  arms, and 



we went over  there .  and found t h e  sketches.  Nobody k ~ e wwhere 

they were. I can t e l l  you r i g h t  now where they were: they were 

i n  t h e  men's t o i l e t  room, which i s  not  e x a c t l y  t h e  r i g h t  spo t  t o  

s t o r e  sketches.  

Riess : 	 1401 -f u l l - s c a l e  drawings/were a l s o  there .  o r  j u s t  ske t ches?-

S c h i l l e r :  	 No. The f u l l - s c a l e  drawings/; had already removed. I t h i n k  we 

hdid s t o r e  t h a t  wi th  14endelsohrr1s daughter,  Es te r .  
4 

Riess  : 	 And w r i t i n g s ?  

S c h i l l  e r :  	 Wri t ing ,  every th ing  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  Louise  had kept,  i n  h e r  u'-
15f t .  m ~ s sin3f i l e s .  I n  f a c t ,  	 [ t ape  blanks out]--want nie, 

4 

t 

d e a t h  	
\

n ~ ~ , , d r l s ~ h n ~ ~w-	 -CL?--
*-
 . .' -Riess  : 1- , - &working a s  a  carpente  
\c' 

t i m e  t h a t  you needed t o  take t o  c l e a r  your head, a s  < c 
mnc& awas 

%. 
? 

you put  it. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Any physical  work f o r  me/clears my head, and when I r e a l l y  

have t o  dec ide  what I have t o  do and want t o  do. I l i k e  t o  do 

some phys ica l  work. It's very  helpful .  Aqd t h e  time was such 

t h a t  I 'had  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  Mendels~hn  was dea% I d id  n o t  

want t o  work f c r  anybody I never did-I'm no t  t h e  type  of 
) 

5 



person who 1i k e s  t o  work f o r  somebody e l se .  But t h i s  was about  

a l l  t h a t  I f e l t  I could have taken: f i f t e e n  y e a r s  w i t h  Mendelsohn 

was about  t h e  l i m i t  t h a t  anybody should take ,  and i t 's  n o t  j u s t  

Mendel sohn--with anybody. 

A t  t h e  same time, I was no t  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

and I was s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t i m i d a t e d  a t  t h a t  po in t  s t i l l / f rom a l l  

Mendelsohn had t o l d  me, Michael Gaddis had t o l d  me, t h a t  i t  was 

a c t u a l l y  imposs ib l e  f o r  me t o  become l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  United 

--ySta tes . L--&E!EXW, --more t h a n  t h a t ,  I was l a c k i n g  many 

things: namely u h a t  I didn't  know i s  how t h e  average American 

a r c h i t e c t  was going about t h e  j ob. I knew haw Mendel sohn was 

B
going about  a  job, and I knew t h a t  I would n w e r  do tha t .  So, I w h d  
f" '. - -\. c------ '.-

s i x  months warki.rg a s  a carpenter--and I mean a s  a 
9 

csryenter ,  j u s t  p l a i n  ordinary ca rpen te  had t o  j o i n  t h e  union/ 
4 

II -
i n  t h i s  country I was a union m e m b e r l i n  Pa l .es t ine  rned myA 0 .&% 
keep d l  r i g h t ,  and was good and t i r e d  w e r y  night.  Didn't have  

much time t o  t h ink  about anything. 

Af te r  s i x  month(7.--
 t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  j o b  was f i n i shed ,  

which was f o r  a d w e l o p e r  f o r  whom unfo r tuna t e ly  I have done a 
d 


l o t  of work s ince ,  I say unfor tuna te ly  because nothing eve r  came 
4 

t o  f r u i t i o - 4  I always ended up paying f o r  whatever I had 

3t 
d o n e 4 y ing  my ow n en plo y e r s c a n d  pay iog  everybody el s t w a s  

J & A  

always p r o m i s e d & u t i t  n w e r h a p p e n e d> Pi t h  t h e e x c e p r i o n o f  



h i s  own housgfwhich he b u i l d n d  f o r  which I was paid a 

p i  t t ance .  

,---- -. 
Anyway, -1decidedI had t o  do something. Number 

one, I had one? Pr two ch i ld ren  by t h a t  t ime?  


ea+=-&- I probably had two  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h a t  t i m3 Pd 

a wi fe ,  and had t o  worry about  where t h e  money >,.as coming from. 


because a s  I've i n d i c a t e d d 4 e n d e l s o h n  did n o t  pay me very much. 


H e  paid,  bu t  he did nor pay me very  much. 


t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I have w e r  

a l i t t l e  f o l d e r ,  no t  s o  

l i t t l e ,  about t h i s  s i ze ,  w i t h  some drawings a some p i c t u r e s  of 
~ a . r a . , ~ 3  

what I had cont r ibu ted  t o  M e n d e l s o h n t s A . ~ .  I 've always done t h a t  Q 
h ~ ve 

-H, _even t h e s e  dayshhen I W  t o  show a c l i e n t  what I had-
done/ I 've re fused  t o  do what  most people do, namely t o  claim, 

I I
"This was my building." I r ;ys s a id ,  - 4 h i s  i s  

w
Mendelsohn's, bu t  what I'll ;!low you4.s mv 

-
personal  

c o n t r i b u t i o ~ "  I would show t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  I had done, t h e  

GI 
des igns  t h a t  I had done. a d z -i t ' s  s t i l l ,  strangc:ly enough, a very -
impress ive  folder .  i t  does show, among o t h e r  th ings ,-

C 

t h a t  I was more than j u s t  involved w i t h  Mendelsohn's b u i l d i n g s  a s  

an employee, bu t  t h a t  act-us3 Ly q u i t e  a few of t h e  i d e a s  which 

have been acknowledged a s  be ing  reasonably good i d e a s  d id  come 

from me--something I would never have dared say i n  Mendelsohn's 



presense.  The one t ime I d id ,  I go t  a t i r a d e .  

-
-
Anyway, &.with u t t e r  t r e p i d a t i o 4 1  s e t  o u t  and went t o  t h e  

A I A  t o  l o o k  who was pos s ib ly  l ook ing  f o r  people, and I found a 

l i s t i n g  of s e v e r a l  o f f  i c e s  i n  downtown San Franc i sco  of people  

n
l o o k i n g  f o r  it. With g r e a t  t r e p i d a t i o n , .  I walked indto a f i r m  

known a s  Ward and Bowles, l a t e r  krlown a s  John  Bowles, ~ 1 d a n d  

then  FAIA and all tha t .  The s e c r e t a r y  s a id ,  "Oh, yes,  we a r e  

1 ooking f o r  a draf tsman. Le t  me f  i nd  o u t  whe ther  Mr. Bowles can 

s e e  you now." 

John Bowles came out[and shook my hand and i n i t e d  me 

t o  h i s  room, and he s a id ,  'Well, t e l l  me, where  have you worked?" 

f=4 "I was w i t h  E r i c  Mendelsohn" And I could s e e  

something i n  h i s  eyes, and I didn ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t  

something, some kind of recogni t ion .  

B
He s a i d ,  "As w h a t ? "  And I  t o 1  d him. "Oh," h e  s a i d ,  "can 

you shcw me anything?"  

I d id .  He s a i d ,  ' 'Well ,  of c o u r s e ,  we d o n ' t  do t h i s  k i n d  of 

th ing ,  ycu know. We're j u s t  ve ry  o rd inary  a r c h i t e c t s ,  we do 

whatw'er corn e s  a1  ong, commercial work, and this--you ' re  doing 

good work, bu t  no t  t h i s  k ind of work. Would you be  w i l l i n g  t o  do 



t ha t ? "  

And I s a i d ,  'Yes, Mr. Bmles ,  I would." 

"Okay, " he s a i d ,  "when can you s t a r t ? "  

I thought I hadn ' t  heard r i g h t .  I s a i d ,  "Anytime." 

I sa id .  "Yes." 

And so ,  " A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  s i t  down, l e t ' s  d i s c u s s  t h a t  a  

3 
l i t t l e  b i t .  What d id  you get  paid a t  ~lendelsohn?" And I t o l d  

4 

him, not krlwing--1 had no i d e a  what people got  paid, you know. 

I t ~ l dhim, and he sa id ,  'Would you work f o r  me i f  I double 

i t ? " 

I sa id ,  "Double i t ? "  

"Isn'  t t h a t  enough?" 

1.s a i d ,  "Of course I would!" 



"Oh," h e  s a i d ,  " w e l l  t h e n  l e t ' s  d o u b l e  it." And t h e n  h e  
2 


s t a r t e d  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  h e  had problems, t h a t  h e  had a  v e r y  good 

c l i e n t ,  namely Macy's. And t h a t  they had developed some %are 

f i x t u r e s  f o r  Macy's, and p a r t i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  new s t o r e s  

t h a t  w e r e  go ing  t o  be b u i l t - - t h e r e  was  o n l y  one Macy's i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  a t  t h e  t i m e  They were  go ing  t o  b u i l d  i n  v a r i o u s  

shopping c e n t e r s ,  and had I e v e r  des igned f u r n i t u r e  o r  t h i n g s  of 
mar 

t h a t  n a t u r e ?  And I s a i d ,  yes ,  I had. I n  f a c t ,  I f e l t  r a t h e r  
4 

c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

He s a i d ,  "Fine. Good) #om e tomorrow 
r c ~ h . u s e b a c ~ . j , - ~ c ~ ~ r d  8is 

@ I j u s t  h i r e d  a n o t h e r  man -. . s t r i c t l y  s t o r e  

f  i x t u r e y  I(e comes from a  manufac tu re r  of b u i l d i n g  s t o r e  
/' 

f i x t u r e s  s o  between t h e  two of y o d w e  b e t t e r  si t  down t o g e t h e r  
&=

wc' l l  deals u j l *  

and s e t  a s i d e  a new depar tment  which usazz n o t h i n g  b u t  s t o r e  
4 

&dCUL(/LCrCA-e. 
dwelopment .  you- t h e  f i r s t  ones, and we ' l l  g i v e  you 

Q 
some a d d i t i o n a l  d r a f t s p e o p l e ,  etc." & ' f o r  J ~ , , ~ ,  

I. 

&as 

t h e  f i r s t  two months r r a  d e s i g n e r  f o r  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  I,Iacyls s t o r e ,  and t h e n  w c h i e f  d r a f t s m a n  of t h a t  

d i v i s i o n ,  and l a t e r  c h i e f  d ra f t sc ian  of h i s  whole e n t e r p r i s e , .  

which grew l i k e  % p ~ , y  . I s t a y e d  f i v e  y e a r s ,  4 

/ I  

an3 he c a l l e d  n e  i n  one day and s a i d ,  ou know, we ' re  growing- PNSJ.d 

l i k e  mad, and I would l i k e  you  t o  be t h e  a s s i s t a n t  manager of t h e  



I s a i d ,  v%tlell,thank you, John, t h a t ' s  awfu l ly  n i ce  of you. 

B u d h a t  does t h a t  mean? Does t h a t  mean I ' m  o u t  of the  draf  r i n g  

rc) 
room, of t h e  d r a f t u o o m ,  and have noth ing  t o  do w i t h  development 

Z'* 
f p ro j ec t s ,  and going t o  s ee  no th ing  but c l i e n t s ,  and 

'I 

a r r ange  c o n t r a c t s  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  na ture?"  

He sa id .  "Yes. " 

I s a i d ,  "The answer i s  no, John. I don ' t  want it." 

"Oh! Didn' t I g ive  you enough money?" 

I s a i d .  Wore  t han  adequate,  Jchn. I t ' s  not  t h e  money." 

"Oh. w e l l ,  you r e a l i z e  t h i s  w i l l  be a s t e p  ahead f o r  you, 

and of course  you're g e t t i n g  more money. and you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t he  p r o f i t L 3 d  every th ing  e l se .  and you're p a r t  owner of t h e  

I s a i d .  "No, t h a n k  you,  John. I f  

cont ro l  over t he  product a s  such any more. I don't want  it." 

He sa id .  "Think about tomorrcw and l e t  me knm." 

I thought about  i t  f o r  t h e  next day. and i t  was very 



tempt ing.  I probably  would have  been a  f a i r l y  r i c h  man by n o w e  

d 
be-& _he v e r y  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a l i v & i s  son  t o o k  -
over  whom I had t r a i n e d  a s  a  young man, and I probab ly  would be a 

) 	
,T 

co-owner of a  ve ry ,  v e r y  f l o u r i s h i n g  bus iness .  But= t h e  

answer was 	20, and I went o u t  and d i d  my own work. -

R i e s s  : 	 There  was no t u r n i n g  back a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 T h e r e  was no t u r n i n g  back. -1'~ probably--during t h e  t i m e  

I was  t h e r e ,  I was  t h e  on ly  one who q u i t .  Everybody e l s e  was  

f i r e d ,  and I d i d  t h e  f i r i n g .  On most  of t h e  f i r i n g ,  i f  J o h n  

d i d n ' t  do  i td d i d  t h e  f i r i n g .  S o  I w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  

v o l u n t a r i l y  l e f t .  Aqd th roughout  h i s  1ifef=e rem ained good

'"3 
f r i e n d s .  CmEL i n  f a c t ,  wha t  happened t o  me immedia te ly  and i t- 7> 

d i d n ' t  happen b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  i s  one of h i s  c l i e n t s  asked me wkm Ll*'?('a"-__ --
/ 

- .\ 
I w c u l d f  ;: d e s i g n  a  f a c t c r y  f o r  him, and I s a i d ,  'Wo.  

J o h n  B w l e s  i s  your  a r c h i t e c t .  It 

"Oh, b u t  I don ' t  want John. I ' ve  been work ing  w i t h  you, and 

I ' m  s o  happy w i t h  yor;, and I want  you." 

I s a i d ,  "No. I j u s t w o n ' t  d o i t . "  A n d 1  c a l l e d  J o h n B o w l e s  

and s a i d ,  "Hey, sc rand-so  h a s  o f f e r e d  me a  job,  and 1 won't t a k e  

i t  because  h e '  s your  c l i e n t .  " 



-. 


He laughed and h e  sa id ,  'That 's  ve ry  n i c e  of y o u  Everybody 

e l s e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  would have t aken  i t  Take i t  I don't 

want it!" 

R i e s s  : 	 That ' s  a  n i c e  p a r t i n g  g i f t  So, when you s e t  up your  own of f  ice ,  

3 had 
then,  wha t  was  y o u r  model, -you had two ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  

L 
- 4 

d i f  f  e r e n t e  r x p c - d  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I have t o  say t h a t  any th ing  I 've  w e r  l e a r n e d  about t h e  

way t h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  conducted, and I've neve r  l e a r n e d  ve ry  much 

about t h a t ,  because i t  doesn' t  i n t r i g u e  me, I 've l e a r n e d  f  r ~ m  

John. But  many of t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  of how bus ine s s  i s  be ing  

conducted and how you produce working drawings and a l l  t h i s - - i n  

t h e  Uni ted  s t a t e s a h i s  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  countries,  -
I 

I ' v e  l e a r n e df r o m  h i m ,  

Ries s  : 	 D i d  you  f i n a l l y  g e t  l i c e n s e d ?  --Ic 
. . ylcru? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, ye s .  I ' m  l i c e n s e d .  

& 
I immediately a p p l i e d  f o r  a l i c ense - -

k. ' l , .4A* ' crc &+- wiX 46
Ries s  : 	 &+&F John E m l e s ?  



S c h i l l e r :  	 Actually.  yes. I n  f a c t .  I have a  l e t t e r  say ing  t h a t  i t  

is more than  due t o  m t h e  departme 

c e r t a i n  d i sda in  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I have t o  

admi t  tha t .  You see,  they ' re  all snobs of one kind o r  another. 

Some a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  admi t  it. and o t h e r s  a r e  n o t  t h a t  w i l l i n g  t o  

admit  it. I had l o n g  f i gu red  ou t  and knew t h a t  I didn ' t  

have t o  have a  l i c e n s e  t o  do ninety pe rcen t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

a r c h i t e c t s  do. and t h a t  i s  s t i l l  t rue.  m f  or tuna te ly .  today. ( I 
\ 

say unfor tuna te ly  f o r  o t h e r  	 -where I needed a 
/ 

l i c ense .  I 	could employ an a r c h i t e c t  i n  my o f f i c e &  a s s o c i a t e  
w 

w i t h  a n  a r c h i t e c t  who had a  l i cense ,  	 t h e r e  two= 4 

or t h r e e  people who were  f i r e d  a t  John BowlesLa f t e r  I l e f t  who 

came t o  work f o r  ne/;ho were archi tects /aad who could supply 

t h e  l i c e n s e  i f  I as needed one and wanted one, -and t h e n  t h e r e  was 
.I 

somebody whom I had n e t  when I was t each ing  a t  UCL~one of 

hiendel sohn's c l a s se s ,  and who meanwhile go t  h i s  l i c e n s e  and never 

had any work and always asked me whether  he could have some work. -I employed him a t  times. 

Riess : 

S c h i l l e r :  
3-

Well, what  happened i s  t h a t  what I was doing was p e r f e c t l y  l e g a l  
4 

a t  t he ' t ime ,  i t  became i l l e g a l  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  / because t h e  A I A  had 

th&--
f i n a l l y  .. - - - there 's  a  c e r t a i n  i rony i n  /ey had 



go t t en  some l e g i s l a t i o n  passed which c rea t ed  anc ther  l a y e r  of 

p ro fes s iona l s  who were ca l l ed  bu i ld ing  designers. What I was 

doingfessent ia l lyf in  my O W ~ I no longer  permi t ted  t o  d o cwas 

unless  I was r e g i s t e r e d  by t h e  Board of Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners 
C I a u 5 ) " 0 1  

a s  a bu i ld ing  designer. --I didn't  want it. I didn't  want 

t o  be a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  l e a v e  alone a bu i ld ing  designer,  you know =f=I 
eem. i n f e r i o r  second-grade kind of a rch i t ec t .  I c rea ted  a few 

problems f o r  t h e  Board of Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners a t  t h e  t i m e .  I 

re fused  t o  accept  t h e  t i t l e .-
They said. 'TWell. look. We have t o  take ac t ion  aga ins t  you& 

we don't want to," I was reasonably well-known a t  the  t i n e  I--
/---Y 


was kqown a l s o  f o r  t h e  fact: -of my pas t  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
embarrars,ng. 

I.lendelsoh.b si t  could have been a l i t t l e  b i t  sZ--thaC So, one 

f i n e  d a y l i t  j u s t  a r r ived  i n  t h e  mail.  

~ .found o u t , ~ - 9 t h a t  I~ would have been e n t i t l e d  
'& r 

e q  q s -. . L A b a c i t had@'&= ed toV J  b7 ' 5 
dawn on m e j T w  d i d  Men3elsohn become an a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  

1 


United S t a t e s ?  Well, very simple: he appl ied  f o r  i t ,  and of 

course everybody said,  "Yes, yes, of course. Mr. Mendelsoha" 

But t h e  law s a i d  very c l e a r l y  t h a t  somebody who had been a 

p r i n c i p l e  f o r  a number of years ,  i n  c e r t a i n  count r ies ,  cnrerseas, 

i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  beccne an  a r c h i t e c t ,  provided t h a t  he or  she 



--- 

-- 

-,.... . --.-...------.. 
//.' 	

., 

p a s s e s  ~ ~ a C t i i Z C ,  At t h a t  time i t  was  aa n  i n t e r v i e w .  

handshake s i t u a t i o n  Wtr;i;ch i t  i s n ' t  t oday ;  i t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t--
t h e s e  days. 

Riess : 	 So you cou ld  have g o t t e n  i n +  7 , 

v; t.-w
S c h i l l e r  : 	I could  have. I n  f a c t ,  nobody in fo rmed  me of t h a t ,  bu%%I 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h a t  must  e x i s t &  I w r o t e  t o  t h e  Board of 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Examiners  t o  send m e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  uslder which I 
I1 

could become a n  a r c h i t e c t  I g o t  a very c u r i o u s  reply: t b t  -we 
C 

don' t  have i t  a l l  s e t  up y e t ,  s i n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e r  
71 

s i t u a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e r s  t o o  were  cons ide red  f u t u r e  

a r c h i t e c t s .  you kr~ow. I t  wasn ' t  

zz2Sk2-...- - n @ n a a f B .  

wculd w r i t e  on o y  check -
a s  a  b u i l d i n g  

-------__L__-

7-+ 
y e e n  g ~ v e na n  answer h m  I can b e c m e  a n  a r c h i t e c t . ' '  I--

-.-

I t  w e m  on and on and 0% --one f i n e  day, when J e r r y  Brown-

dec ided  h e  wanted t o  do away w i t h  t h e  Board of A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

Examiners,  h e  asked me whe ther  I wanted t o  s e r v e  on it. I s a i d ,  

"To k i l l  i t ? "  t d r  

He s a i d ,  l % s s e n t i a l l y ,  y e s - " 

mailto:-n@naafB


I s a i d ,  ' 'Jerry. don't you  have soroething t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  

9$ 

more p o s i t i v e  t h a n  t h a t  f 6 r  me t o  do, - 1 

Hadyou a G u a A1 ? 
Riess : *bent J e r r y  Brcwn's e a r  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, I d i d n ' t .  He ben t  mine. 

R iess  : 	 But  he knew t h a t  you  had been n u d g i n g f k  board 7 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well ,  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  yes. S t i l l  n o t h i n g  happened. No, I 've never  

used my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e r r y  Brown o r  any o t h e r  p o l i t i c i z n  f o r  

any persona l  purposes .  

Rim--%u-h-he 	 make-up or L ~ I =  

He didn ' t  know a s  f a r  a s  h e  was concerned, I was  a n  a r c h i t e c t .  6 = 
T h a t ' s ' a l l  he  knew, and t h a t ' s  w k y  he  wanted me on t h e  Board of 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  E x m i n e r s  t o  k i l l  it. 



Five  y e a r s  l a t e r .  when i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  of where he  could 

appoin t  allybody. I sa id ,  'Well. i t ' s  r a t h e r  n i ce  t h a t  you 

appointed me t o  BCDC, and appointed me vice-chairman, and 

probably I'll end up being chairman. but  I ' m  very vu lne rab le  the  
@-
v 

munent you a r e  out. I ' l l  be out." 

And he said. 'Yes. I ' ll g ive  you an  appointment t h a t  a t  

l e a s t  c a r r i e s  sane t i n e  wi th  it. " 

I sa id .  "Like what?" 

He sai.d. 'Well. wculd you l i k e  t o  be on t h e  Board of 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners? " 

I sa id .  "Okay. But not t o  k i l l  it." 

p3 s+. No, 
"No. no." he  s a i d .  " t h a t ' s  =I w a n t  y c u  t o  be on 

t h e  Board of Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners." There was one pos i t i on  

f o r  a  bu i ld ing  designer.  and t h r e e  a r c h i t e c t s .  and f i v e  pub l i c  

w m  
members. So I @ t h e  only bu i ld ing  designer  t o  be on t h e  

Board of Archi tec tura l  Examiners. I ' m  the  one who wro te  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  do away with bu i ld ing  des igners  
5 
dwhi le-I was t h e  

b u i l  d i i g  designer  r ep re sen t ing  supposedly bu i ld ing  designers.  clV'k5j 
had 

And though i t  lrar been t r i e d  a number of t i m e s h i o r  t o  my t i n e .  



w 2  

aga in  had t o  be 
? 

t h e  AIA, because they r e a l i z e d  they 

had made a mistake. They j u s t  had c r ea t ed  a monster  w i t h  which 

they cou ldn ' t  deal .  

I ' m  t h e  one who got  t h e  AIA, t h e  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e r v  
ce 


o r g a n i z a t i o n f i e  b u i l d i n g  indus t ry  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  toge ther .  

not  t o  oppose it. I pushed i t  through. and our presen t  governor 

amazingly enough signed it. So t h a t  was number one. 

U A ~  
But b e f o r e  t h a t  happened. I knew i t  was going t o  happe I 

4 3a4 

said.  "This i s  %k.t ime  I am not  going t o  be a bene f i c i a ry  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  I have w r i t t e n 1 '  And I submi t ted  myself t o  take  

t he  exam. Didn't prepare myself o r  anything. I was i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  none of t h e  examiners knew me. The 

s t a f f  was i n s t r u c t e d  by me. "You f i n d  s i x  people t h a t  have n w e r  

heard t h e  name. do not  know who I am. do not  know t h a t  I ' m  a 

member of and w i l l  examine me. " 

It was a tough examination, one i n  6p a r t i c u l a r  wanted and emf" 
t o  prove t o  m e  t h a t  I was a l l  wron& And two of h i s  co l leagues  

f i n a l l y  nudged him. whispered t o  him. and h e  b lu r t ed  ou t ,  he 

said.  "They've j u s t  t o l d  me t h a t  I ' m  wrong and you're r igh t .  

Well, I would have passed you anyway. because what I 've seen i s  

a c t u a l l y  f a n t a s t i c .  But t h i s 6 1  can't be l ieve .  You have t o  

e x p l a i n  t o  me sometime why you e l e c t e d  t o  use t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  



s t ruc tu re . "  Anyway, 1.passed. 

R ie s s : That's lovely.  W t h e  composition of t h a t  board, why does i t  k*uk--
-lay p e o p l e A f  i t  i s  r e a l l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  examiners? 

S c h i l l e r :  K e l l ,  t h e  reason i s  a p b ~ l o l ~ , p h c a /a t t i t u d e  of J e r r y  Brown's. &a) 

it: was h i s  impetus  i n  
C -

t h e  very beginning, when h e  became governor, t c  make a l l  t he se  

p ro fe s s iona l  examining and r e g u l n t i n g  groups c o n s i s t  of a 

ma jo r i t y ,  i f  poss ib le ,  of t h e  those  who b e n e f i t  

from it. The Bcard of Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners i s  n o t  t h e r e  f o r  

t h e  purpose of dcing something f c r  t h e  profession,  or p r o t e c t i n g  

the profession,  bu t  t o  p r o t e c t  t he  consumer a g a i n s t  p r a c t i c e s  

t h a t  a r e  not  acceptab le ,  n o t  l ega l .  And a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  somebody dces n o t  h a e  a minimum a b i l i t y  of knowledge i n  t h e  

f i e l d .  415 i t  i s  f o r  t h a t  purpose r e a l l y ,  and I t h ink  i t  i s--
T S 'r 

highly  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  d something t h a t  the  profess iona l  has been 

f i g h t i n g  aga ins t ,  and we're now back t o  an even number of 

a r c h i t e c t s  and non-arch i tec t s .  

R i e s s : n u  v%huer+&4.-_was 

Sym varJ d e r - K y n  

kj,iwolved w i t h  t h e  board i t s e l  f ?-

Schil  l e r  : No. Well, t he  s t a t e  a r c h i t e c t  was normally no t  d i r e c t l y  

involved. The s t a t e  a r c h i t e c t ,  very o f t e n  when he's i n t e r e s t e d ,  

i s  involved i n  s e rv ing  a s  a commissioner; ccmmissioners a r e  



L 

people who a d m i n i s t e r  exams. And s t i l l .  even though I ' m  no 

longe r  on the  board. I'm st i l l  a commissioner. I s t i l l  

adminis te r  exams. 

Riess  : 	 Were you involved i n  t h e  s o l a r  building- 

? .exci tement  of t h e  Brown yea r s ,  m	 i ? 

Schil  l e r :  	 NG. Fly irnrolvement w i t h  J e r r y  Brown was s t r i c t l y  p o l i t i c a l  and 

a s  a f r i e n d .  

& LDC.. .r 4 - 4  
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Riess : -i=- - -y 


.-.-. . 	 \ *.II 

Khar -	 were t h e  i s s u e s  when you were involve>-? 

S c h i l l e r :  -y w e r e  ~q- = + i l l  tk-.insue& t o  make c e r t a i n  
D -	 J 

th& number one, t h a t  t h e  bay woul d  n o t  s u f f e r  from any p o s s i b l e  

f i l l s ,  or uses  t h a t  would d e t e r i o r a t e  i t s  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  

Secondly, t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  development a longs ide  t h e  bay 

w i t h i n  t h e  huqdred-foot s t r i p - -

R i e s s : 	 Were t h e r e  some p a r t i c u l a r  development b a t t l e s  you r e c a l l ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, t h e r e  v e r e  l o t s  of development b a t t l e s  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  AS ,-.
>-this i s  mDconsidered -'the 

envi ronmenta l i s t  countyfin t he  s t a t e - -



Riess:  	 Did you r e p r e s e n t  * r i a r id -I, 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No. I d id  not. J e r r y  Brown's l e t t e r  s a i d  I was r e p r e s e n t i n g  23 

m i l l i o n  people. Byt be t h a t  a s  i t  may.-
appoin tee  of t h e  governor i s  se rv ing  a t  l a r g e 6 n d  i s  no t  

ve
intended a s  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i n --,M-1 


? - - -Ci\ t h e  record w i l l  show-
_I-----.--

- .'% & t h a t  	 my vo te  i n  Marin has  
I"C 
w .  

been one hundred percent  i n  favor  of t he  bay d _some of my6 -
g r e a t  e m ironm e n t a l ist colleague<from b l a r i 6 u a l ly voted f o r* 
dwelopments  i n  Karin, a l l  of which I have voted aga ins t .  

/----
<$ere .- . i s  t h e  wisdam i n  t h e  legislation* --they 

were  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  d i s t r i c  ey w e d e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  

,'+ 
/" w d  -	 - what  h a p i e n e h  # h e y  voted f o r-t h e  

/-

developments end a s  a conseq'uence you have a w a l l  of bu i ld ings8 = ../' 
, 

a l l  a r o u ~ dthe  bay, most of them s t and ing  empty now. There i s.' 
-.d 

,'-not  one t h a t  I y o t e d  for .  I n  f a c t ,  I've been f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  

t h a t .  

The o ther  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  I made 

d e s i r e  of the  s t a f f  and a t  t h a t  t ime  the chairman--I was n o t  

chairman a t  t h a t  t ime  of BCDC--was t o  c r e a t e  a  s p e c i a l  a r e a  plan 
f ren-,  h-	 +3 -tkL 


f o r  ~ G h a r d s o nBay. Richardson Bay i s  dZSE p a r t  of t h e  bay BtE)A C-a t .
tk pi- E:t tJ: 

I fought  a through a g a i n s t  t h e  d e s i r e s  of sone  of my PIarin 

// 

(L41

superv isors ,  r ep re sen t ing  c i t i e s  m coyfse l  people or  mayors, and 



co l l eagues  on t h e  board, and d id  f i n a l l y  g e t  i t  through, and have 

w e n  been s e r v i n g  l o c a l l y  a t  t h e  time when they planned t h e  

development of it, and-

Riess : 	 bL non-developmetlt of it.--
,,,,..----7 


S c h i l l e r : 	Devel opm an t  of h-dathat s p e c i a l  a r e a  pl a n  Non-devel opm e n t  

i s  e x a c t l y  what  I had i n  mind, and i n  f a c t  r e s t o r i n g  some of i t s  
Rwt-


former f ea tu re s .  	 once you're out,  you're out, and4 
what's happening these  days i.s n o t  very  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  & not  t o  

me a t  least,- . -.. . It's u l t i m a t e l y  going t o  

reduce what  l i t t l e  i s  l e f t  of Richardson Bay f u r t h e r .  When I 

bought t h i s  house, I was a b l e  out of t h i s  window t o  s ee  

Richardson Bay. I;G more, because t h a t  L u E b e e a - i i L L m  end 

of Richardson Bay has been f i l l e d .  



S c h i l l e r :  	 YPc &Ldb+k-- - - I succeeded  i n  
. . 

x+someth ing  e l s e .  kL&& 	 was 
- ... __..,*-C..- ... ..__. 

.?,. .-.- -'c W b -
one of my proudes t  day's- on  BCD- I gave a 

s i g n a l  t o  a b u l l d o z e r  t o  c u t  through a n  e x i s t i n g  dl ~e CLUB fb 

y e s t o r e/s e v e l t y  a c r e s  of h i s t o r i c  bay. I n  one moment! all I d i d--
was wave a ,  pardon me, red  f l a g .  ~ l e u3~ b 

R i e s s :  	 That '  s wonderful .  Which s t r e t c h  i s  t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  San Mateo br idge.  I t  w a s  i n-
f a c t ,  because  of t h e  San l I a teo  % r i d g efand t h e  

C 

shadow i t  v a s  

/-
c a s t i n g  on t h e  water(;; t h a t  they  had t o  make conpensa t io2 ,  and buy 

some form of bayland,  which used t o  be open bay, and r e s t o r e  it. 

I t ' s  ncw a park. 

& 

Riess  : 	 The l a w  can be s o  f a s c i m t i n g .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, t h a t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  and I would say  t h a t  i t  was 

n o t  my doing, n o t  a t  a l l .  I mean, t h e  whole  board was  involved--

t h e  whole  BCDC, t h e  whole  commission, was i n v c l v e d  i n  t h a q  $ i t h  &
' 

~ & c p 1 ~0 n of 

A one o r  trvo who a l w a y s  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  *thing,./ ?A& &;+.I& . 



. . 
But i t  j u s t  f e l l  t o  me t o  open i&t p a r t i c u l a r  


t h e  f lag .  


t9 0-I.L.k dk(u.
The s a n e  t h i n g  happened h e r e  a --I.IacyVsAA 


had t o  compensat7Bx t's a  very complicated i s s u e  --i t  h a s  
&9 

t o  do w i t h  t h e  Golden Gate Bridge f e r ry ,  which has  dug out q u i t e  

a b i t  of 1andLand i s  very de t r imenta l  t o  marsh land. In order  

t o  make up f o r  t h a d t h e y  had t o  r e s t o r e  a marsh j u s t  beyond 
& O W  

Macyls. And t h a t  i s  -all r e s to red  marsh land  

t h a t  a few yea r s  ago was n c t  i n  existence.  There too  i t  was my 

p leasure  t o  o f f i c i a t e  a t  t he  opening. 

7 
R i ess  : Were you a member of t he  Marin Conservation League, 



S c h i l l e r :  

R i e s s : 

S c h i l l e r :  

Sam 
I am ncit a member of t h e  Marin C o n s e r v a t i o n L e a g u e 0 m  a member 

- ..-

of the- AC + ~ c G - s t a t e w i d e  conse rva t i on  l e a g u e  > 
Conserva t icn  Vc t e r s ,  it 's c a l l e d, /f which t h e  Marin 

Conservat ion League i s  one of it 's comDonent par t s .  
&acr.." ~ o n s ~ ~ ? ! : a - r ) . l r a~7 


I've been asked a bumber of t i m e s  t o  j % & ? I c o t  a g r e a t
'I 


j o i n e r ,  number one. Number two, t h e  h e l p  I g o t  from them w i t h  

t h e  Richardson Bay p l an  was d e f i n i t e l y  no t i c eab ly  absen t  d 

I don't f e e l  t h a t  I have t o  belong t o  ---' something t h a t  

doesn' t  r e a l l y  do any th ing  i n  t h e  way of c o n s e r v i n d w h e n  i t  h a s  

t o  be done. 

_ ----II../- ' -----
\.I .I 

So when you r e f e r  t o  your  f e l l ow  Marin 
& d L d  

env i romen ta l i s t6 (youI reP&ha t  i n  quo teC 

Yes. I had a tough t i m e  t o  c o m i n c e  them; I even had a tough 

t i m e  s t r a n g e l y  enoug3  t o  convince Save t h e  Bay, w e n  though Save 
1 

t h e  Bay and I had a very  c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I ' m  no 

l o n g e r  a member of i t  f o r  s i m i l a r  reasons.  I was a member of i t  

du r ing  t h e  t ime  t h a t  I was on t h e  commission. 

I had c a r r i e d  most of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  they wanted t o  be  

ca r r ie ' a ,  and i n  f  a c t f a t  t i m e s  I went even f u r t h e r  t han  they d i d  

And s t i l l h  d id  no t  g e t  any a c t i v e  h e l p  from them. They d id  



come t o  t h e  hear ings  a few t imes,  and t h e n  even didn ' t  do t h a t  

d 
any more. I t h ink  by and l a r g e  they1= come t o  the  conclusion 

L U ~ L L Ld 
i t  never  happen- ~ n d f t h i n ~ sdo happen when I make up my

4 8 L 

mind t h a t  they have t o  happen. t h a t ' s  why I ' m  a l i t t l e  
L 

unhappy t h e s e  days, because I have not  a chznce i n  t h e  world t o  

do any th ing  of the  kind t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  do. 

R ie s s  : 3 
3Because of WS-~D L ~ I Lm~ i aw  8 

S c h i l l e r :  kv-not j u s t  Deukmejian- i t 's  Deukmej i a n- 6 --
and the  na t iona l  s i t u a t i o n  I have l o t s  of f r i e n d s  i n  high 

dL 
o f f i c e s  a 4  n ~ t - s o - h i g h  o f f i c e s ,  but  t h a t  doesn't make up f o r  it/ 

because they a r e  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  do much about i t  a t  t h i s  

point.  I f  i t  were  up t o  Barbara Boxer t o  g e t  me a p o s i t i o & ~  

would have i t  tolocjrrow. But  i n  l i e u  of doing any of t h e  t h ings  

t h a t  I used t o  do. & I ' m  very c lo se  t o  her  and I ' m  working f o r  

h e r  and I ' m  en joy ing  her  company 6 . d  en joy ing  what she i s  doing
) 

i n  Congress a t  makes up f o r  i t  t o  a degree. 

Ri e s s  : 

. 11(o-.-.C-. C/Z(<~  

$rape i n t e r r u p t i o nJ 

S c h i l l e r :  I f  y o u ' t r e a t  me a s  somebody who i s  a f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  American, 
ff #.-- O F  

and look  a t  s t r i c t l y  . a T a  po in t  what  happens t o  somebody who 
2 A 



comes t o  a new country, t h a t  aga in  i s  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

~n my whole l i f e ,  
I - 6-

+I,,-~,c~ probably would have changed one handred percent  i f  I would no t  
2 

have been i n t i m i d a t e d  when here. -*nu-
' I  

'fact/(was t o l d  by one c e r t a i n  Michael G m s  t h a t  a s  a 

foreigner&ou cannot be l i c e n s e d  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c  - t h a t  made5'7 
i t  imposs ib l e  f o r  me even t o  apply i n  t h e  f i r s t  few years,  u n t i l  

I became an American c i t i z e n .  

8 

There were o the r  th ings  of t h i s  nature .  ;--'-

Riess:  :you could have found o u t  on your own-- iI3 

t I 
S c h i l l  e r :  Yes. I could have. But see, i t  was kind of werw helming on your 

\' 
own t o  deal  w i t h  all t h i s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  I had t o  f i n d  a  

home, which meant every minute I hadf1 was sawing and hammering 

here .  Aqd s t i l l  am--I have n o t  f i n i shed .  There were t he se  

th ings ,  too. 

Riess  : So there ' s  t h e  l i f e  you had, t h e  l i f e  you might  have had. There

* STY 
i s  "s t r i c t l y  t h e  f a c t s .  We've 

4 
already go t t en  much more than s t r i c t l y  t h e  fac t s '  #t's not  

~tcrn&7&.-.. I 
bor ing  a t  a l l  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .1 

S c h i l l e r :  Thank you. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  



-- 

-- 

Ftiess : 	 Aqd there ' s  more t o  come. Bn) t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

S c h i l l e r  : 	That's r i gh t ;  Semi-pol i t i ca l  too. Aqd I went on t h e  Board of 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  E x a m i n e r s d i t h  a philosophy t h a t  was a l i e n  t o  t h e  

Board of Arch i t ec tu ra l  Examiners. I didn ' t  b e l i w e  i n  l i c ens ing .  
,__-.-.. 

-Y 

I s a i d  sa h e  f i r s t  f i v e  minutes -I was on t h a t  board/; 

sa id .  'You b e t t e r  f i n d  out  whom you've go t  a s  your new colleague. 

Le t  me t e l l  you what my philosophy is.'' 

The mighty o rgan iza t ion  of a r ch i t ec t s .  t h e  m t i o n a l  

o rgan iza t ioa  of a r c h i t e c t s .  t h e  AIA, of which I ' m  a  m e m b e r 6 n d  

have been a member w e n  when I was no t  an a r c h i t e c t  which IA 
c ~ u l dnot  couldn't use t h e  t i t l e  u n t i l  l i c e n s e d G u  could U S ~ I  

J 	 J 

no t  use i5 AGU dues and you p a r t i c i p e t e  and a l l  that .  pay your 

bu t  you're riot e n e n b e r  h a s  t r i e d  t ime  and aga in  t o  ge tA 
l e g i s l a t i o n  throughf regard ing  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  bu i ld ing  

b J 
designers.  And I did i n  one a t t empt  p r e t t y  much single-handedly( 

a g a i n s t  t h e  begrudging v o t e s  of my co l leagues  on t h e  board. They 

d idn ' t  want--I f i n a l l y  said.  '"Look. You don't want t o  do it@ &Kay*  

I 'll  go i n  t h e r e  by mysel Q i t h o u t  your b less ing ,  and I'll push 

i r  through6And I can s t i l l  say I ' m  a  member of t h i s  board. 

I was t h e  v i ce -p re s iden t  of t h e  board a t  t h e  time. " I ' m  e n t i t l e d  

t o  t h a t  title And whether  you do or  do n o t  want it. I ' m  going 



t o  g e t  i t  through." 

When i t  looked . l i k e  i t  was going through, al l  of a sudden I 

g o t  f i v e  vo tes .  When it came t o  t h e  l a s t  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  i t  was through, i t  was  going 

t o  go through, w e r y  person on t h a t  darn board vo t ed  f o r  i t  

They wanted it. I n  t h e  t h r e e  and a ha1 f  y e a r s  t h a t  I was on t h a t  

board, I g o t  t h r e e  p i ece s  of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  T o t a l l y  

changing t h e  l a w s  governing t h e  p r a c t i c e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  

s t a t e .  Aqd t h e  mighty A I A  i s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some of them 

through t h a t  they haven't been a b l e  to ,  and they d idn ' t  suppor t  a 

s i n g l e  one of them. They ' re  happy that--

Riess  : A t  a n a t i o n a l  l w e l ,  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  to--? 

S c h i l l e r :  No, no. A t - - I  mean, t h e r e  i s  a n  A I A  counsel,  which i s  t h e  s t a t e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  And which has  e i g h t  people  who persue  t h e i r  a ims 

i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a l l  that .  Oh, w e r y  t i m e  I go t  something 

passed, they s a id ,  'Qh, thank  you, wonderful." [ laughs]  But 

when I asked them whether  they were  going t o  s u p p o r t  it, 'Well ,  

we k ind  of l i k e  wha t  you ' re  doing, bu t  I don't t h i n k  we want t o  

g ive  o u r  name t o  it." I t  would have made i t  much e a s i e r ,  you 

know? Because I a lways  had t o  prove t h a t  they d idn ' t  ob jec t .  

g o t  them n o t  t o  cane i n  and t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  i t .  

I 



So, t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  one l e s s o n  t h a t  most young people  

don't unders tand,  i n  t h i s  country ,  and c e r t a i n l y  most newcomers 

do n o t  understand, t h a t  i f  you want  t o  do c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  

one person  makes a d i f f e r ence .  It can make a  di f ference.  Asld 

that :  i s  probably t h e  ~ ? - i l y  t h i n g  why i t  might  be w c r t h w h i l e  t o  

loo!: a t  m e .  I don't want  'the t h i n g s  t h a t  most people  want. I 

didn '  t want  weal th. Because, i t  doesn' t mean any th ing  t o  m e .  

##end of t a p e  1 7  s i d e  b, end of i n t e r v i e w  6 o r  7 
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Chall:  	 'm,s i n c e  we' r e  going t o  d i scuss  your pol i t i c a l  involvem ents ,  I 

wanted t o  know what was t h e  high school  book-banning inc iden t /  
y e ' Ad d ~ 

t h a t  caused you t o  t ake  bndFdPTA A h a t  were t h e  

banning, ar.d who were behind i t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, before  we g e t  i n t o  tha$,,i--since you and I h a v e d t  

been d i scuss ing  anyth ing  s o  f a r G i e t  me j u s t  r e i t e r a t e  
C W c L u L L L a c  

t h a t  s i n c e  I ' m  very much l i v i n g  i n  t h e  present  -i n  t h e  

fu tu re ,  fo r  some s t r ange  reason, d e s p i t e  my age *--I cannot2 

r e l y  very much on my memory. We may have t o  augment i t  by r a t h e r  

voluminous f i l e s ,  which a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i f  

t h a t ' s  of apy i n t e r e s t .  You mentioned d a t e s  a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ;  I 

mentioned t h a t  I was t e r r i b l e  a t  dates ,  because the  pas t  doesn't 

mean t e r r i b l y  much t o  me. 

t. Don' t 

worry about  i t ;  I ' l l  do my bes t .  

Chall:  & me sag t o  you t h a t  I don't r e a l l y  c a r e  about t h e  dates.  

L e t  me know what t h e  i z c i d e n t  w a s i > u s t  t h e  inc iden t .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, t h e  i ~ c i d e n t  was a t  Tamalpais High School, or r a t h e r  



Tamalpa i s  High School D i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  meeting.  pub1 i c  m e e t i n g  

of t h e  board, was  a t  Tamalpa i s  High Schoo l  L i b r a r y ,  which  i s  a 

v e r y  f i t t i n g  p l a c e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  banning o r  removal of books 

from t h e  she lves .  I t  was, and f o r  once I have looked  up t h e  

d a t e ,  September 13,  1954. The p e r s o n s  i a s t i g a t i n g  t h e  removal  of 

books or  proposed removal of books was  Tom MacDougall, a 

co r . t r ac to r ,  and i f  I r e m e r ~ b e r  c o r r e c t l y  somebody who recen t ly - -  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  recent ly--had beer. s u n n i n g  f o r  

t h e  board of t h e  Tamalpais  High School D i s t r i c t ,  - .: had beer! 

d e f e a t e d .  

The o t h e r  	one was a Mrs. Smart--

Chall  : 	 Of course .  Everybody knowsAMrs. Smart.? 


S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. They had r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  of o b s c e ~ i t y ,  communism, and a 

few o t h e r  such t h i n g s ,  and a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e s e  were  s t i l l  t h e  

[ Joseph]  PIcCarthy t imes .  ': ? o t  t o o  u?usual i n  t h o s e  t imes .  

There  was  a t h r e a t e n e d  r e c a l l  t h e  board u n l e s s  they  were  d o i n g  
7dr 

t h e i r  b idd ing$  d a d  b rough t  w i t h  them a l s r g e  group o f  p e o p l e  

who w e r e  i n  f a v o r  of r e m w a l  of t h e s e  books. They had c i r c u l a t e d  

e x e r p t s  which,  a s  e x e r p t s ,  made i r . t e r e s t i r , g  r ead ing ,  s h a l l  we 

s a p  [ l aughs ]  u t  were  t o t a l l y  o u t  of contex:  -r' course .  You/d
could  do t h e  same w i t h  t h e  B i b l e ;  cou ld  do t h e  same w i t h  

Shakespeare ,  and a few o t h e r  famous books and works of 



l i t e r a t u r e .  

I was very r e l u c t a n t  t o  a t t e n d  any pub1 i c  meeting, o r  have 
& ~ & t  'TI?-t& y

anyth ing  t o  do, a s  I expla ined  some o the r  t i m e  A Q i t h  Americar. 


p o l i t i c s .  I f e l t  a t  my r i p e  old age of - t h i r t y  years ,  when I came 


t o  t h i s  country, I had l i v e d  more than one l i f e  up t o  t h a t  point. 


and wasn't about t o  g e t  involved w i t h  American p o l i t i c s ,  which a t  


the  t ime  were a n  enigma t o  me, 7uA% a l i e n c  *,
not  j u s t  

but I kind of despised American p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  t ime  and looked 

dowr. on i t  f o r  a  number of reasons.'  ~ h ' ered f e a r  t h a t  came o u t  

of any head1 ine  a t  t h e  t ime  i n  t h e  newspapers seemed s o  lud ic rous  

t o  me, having known communism a c t u a l l y ,  and having seen i t  i n  

a c t i o n  Having seen communists, having worked w i t h  communists 
-I. 

durir.g t he  war a i t  a l l  seemed s o  t o t a l l y  unreal.4 

A f r i e n d  of mine c a l l e d  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon and sa id ,  'There i s  

t h i s  hear ing  going on t o n i g h t  a t  Tamalpais High School, and I 

th ink  you should be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t ,  because what they ' re  

going t o  d i scuss  i s  censorship of books, & something t h a t  I 

know you have beer. opposed t o  i n  t h e  past, d t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  
IC
/ 

t o  speak from experience,- speak up and be counted." I 

pro tes ted  loudly  t h a t  I didn ' t  want t o  be i ~ v o l v e d ,  and d idn ' t  

want t o  have anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  it. Mwer the less ,  i t  bothered 

me, and then  a few hours l a t e r ,  I showed up a t  t h e  high school,  

w i th  t he  f u l l  i n t e n t  of s i t t i n g  the re ,  saying nothicg.  



I was not  a c i t i z e n  of t h e  Ur.ited S t a t e s  a t  t h e  t ime ,  and 

f e l t  t h a t  I r e a l l y  had no p a r t  i n  al l  of t h i s .  

Chall  : 	 But you had ch i ldrer .  i n  high school-- 

S c h i l l e r  : 	Not yet .  I had ch i ldren ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  bu t  they weren't  i n  h igh  

school.  They were t oo  yowg.  

Chall : 	 So i t  was j u s t  a  mat te r  of p r i n c i p l e ,  then. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I t  was a  m a t t e r  of p r inc ip le ,  I 've  never i n  my l i f e  

done anyth ing  because i t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  me, i n  ope way o r  t h e  

other.  O r  p r a c t i c a l l y  never, s h a l l  we say. ..bSLj I n  any 

case,  what h a p p e ~ e d  was t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  l u d i c r o u s  a c c u s a t i o n s  

were made, went t o  a  ce r t a i r !  point ,  a l l  of aar.d d i s c u s ~ i o ~  

sudden, ve ry  much agair .s t  my own des i r e s ,  I found myself r a i s i r . g  

my hand. That was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  t h a t  I 

eve r  ventured an o p i ~ i o n  or  spoke publ ic ly .  It 's something t h a t  
-0 

though I've l ong  f o r g o t t e n  where i t  was,, 

a. --J, 	t h a t  people s t i l l  t e l l  me 

* .  
they remember. 

And I guess, i n  r e t ro spec t ,  I would have remembered too. 

wasc ' t  r e a l l y  aware of it, r.ot t h a t  i t  mat te red  t o  me a t  t h e  

-1s t i l l4It 

I 



t i m e ,  t h a t  not  being a  c i t i z e n  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and s a y k g  

&t

t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I s a id ,  i n  those  t imes  could very  d e f i n i t e l y  have 

A 

endangered m e ,  sd p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  I had r e a l l y  i nd i ca t ed  
d 


t h a t ,  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  could happen , ir .  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

t h i s  would no t  be t h e  f i r s t  country I had l e f t .  I had l e f t  two 

coun t r i e s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons,  and I wouldn't 

h e s i t a t e  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  cour-try--which I had s e l e c t e d  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  because of i t s  pr inc ip les .  I would l e a v e  t h i s  

c o w t r y  too. 

Looking a t  some of t h e  p re s s  records,  a s  I d id  l a s t  night ,  

pparen t ly3say& t h a t  what I s a i d  was gree ted  w i t h  more 

applause t h a  &any o the r  speaker. I don't t h ink  t h a t  what  I had
6 


t o  say i s  what swayed the  board. I hope i t  wasn't tha t .  But it 

may have done something e l s e ;  i t  may have given them t h e  

necessary courage t o  speak up and t o  decide t h e  way they in tended  

t o  decide. I ' m  convinced, k n o w i ~ ga l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h e  

people who were involved a t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  t h e i r  dec i s ion  would 

have beer. t h e  same a s  mine. Howwer, whether they would have had 

the  courage t o  speak up and decide accordingly i s  a d i f f e r e n t  

q u e s t i o h R I  say t h a t  i ~ .  because f o r  r e t r o s p e c 5  aB t h e  next I 

t h ink  s w e n  or  e i g h t  years ,  t h i s  was a  r e c u r r i n g  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  

c r e p t  up i n  d i f f e r e n t  shapes a g a i n  and a g a i  ?9 " h I was 

then i m o l v e d  i n  s emi -o f f i c i a l  capacit%- because a  y e a r  

a f t e r  that+ I was proposed by a  Eominating committee of t h e  PTA 



of Tamalpais  High School a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e i r  board, which w a s  

of c o u r s e  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t o  me. 

@' I had n o t  beer. i m o l v e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e rd"b u t  i t  w a s  

r e a l l y  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  they  f e l t  1they  were  s t i l l  under 

a t t ackdr  and needed somebody who was wi l1 i r .g  t o  speak up. 

Cha l l :  	 Was i t  ur.usual t o  have a n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  PTA whose c h i l d r e n  a r e  

n o t  i n  t h a t  schoo l?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 N e - w e l l ,  I guess  so. I t  was  v e r y  unusual. I t  was a l s o ,  

s t r a n g e l y  enough, unusual t o  have a  m a e r n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  hadn ' t  

been a man i r .  t h a t  s p o t  b e f o r e  But, i t  g o t  me involved,  and g o t  

me i n v o l v e d  i r .  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s .  I t e s t i f i e d  l a t e r  on i r .  

/&ate h e a r i n g s ,  on t h e  same i s sues .  And l a t e r  on i t  was  

Ca tcher  --i n  t h e  w b t  t h a t  t i m e  it was ---The F i e l d  of Broken 
4 


S t o ~ e s ,  and 	a few o t h e r s ,  l i k e  - -For ~ e r o i n [ e ? ] ,  and a  few o t h e r  H 


books which were  q u i t e  i 


,,. 
. l . , I .  	 .b'tc-A-?c-. w-

Chal l  : el 1, it's c u r r e n t A r ' - too, s o  s t i l l  a t  it Itoday Although 

don't know whether  Mrs. Smart  i s  s t i l l  arow-d,  bu t  - e p ,
&A 	 a;mFLbl4.Xt/L/C>-

s  h  e  was t h e  most w e l l - k ~ o w n  I t h i n k  throughout  t h e  whole  t ' .  

state. Everybody knew 	 and what  her,- she  s t o o d  

f o r ,  throughout  Cal i f  o r n i a  So i f  you w e r e  b a t t l i n g  her ,  you had 

a b a t t l e .  



S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. She had a very i n t e r e s t i n g  way of i n t i m i d a t i n g  people. 

She would g e t  up d u r i ~ g  meetings w i t h  a l i t t l e  camera, which I a s  

a photographer r e a l i z e d  wouldn't  work under t he  circumstances-- 

Chall  : -Not enough 1ight. 

S c h i l l e r :  --and snap p i c t u r e s  of anybody who was ta1kir.g. 

i nd i ca t ion :  These were going t o  go t o  t h e  FBI, 

she  might want t o  send%o. [laughs] 

I t  was a c l e a r  

o r  whowe q* 

Chall : Those were tough years. I s  t h a t  any reason why your  w i f e  has  

been on t h e  school board f o r  so many years? ' * '  . P 

S c h i l l e r :  

Chall  : 

No. Sir.ce you mention tha t ,  my wi fe  got on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

school board, ar.d was e l e c t e d  out  of a f i e l d  of nine i n  her f i r s t  

m
a t t e m p t  a t  pub l i c  o f f i c e ,  and has been r e t e l e c t e d  four  times--

only a f t e r  our c h i l d r e n  had l e f t  t h e  high school. I t  was aga in  a 

ma t t e r  ( ~ o t ,a s  s o  many & say, "I have t o  be on t h i s  b ~ a r d  , 

because my daughter, 6 r  my son. i s  i n  t h i s  schoob" Ilr it  was a 

mat te r  of pub l i c  awareness, and the d e s i r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

p!,%m i L 2 4 ~&wyypl+4LL,,5.u4,LI ,9L-'-,9'% 
,./. That ' s  a good s t a r t .  You s a i d  ~t was  1954,  s o  i t  

wasn't very long  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  you were involved, I t ake  it, i n  

Clem Mil ler ' s  b id  f o r  Congress. Now, he rafi i n  1956, and was 



defeated,  I 	understand, by Herbert  Scudder by something l i k e  

5 
percent,  which gave him a feeling--or h i s  backers--that he 

could t r y  again. Did you work on both histb.l?sjpnc ? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I worked on both campaign-- I f i r s t  heard about  Clem 

when one f i n e  day/my w i f e  came home and sa id ,  "I've j u s t  seen 

something very  s t range .  I went shopping, and a t  t he  shopping 

cen te r / a  man was s t a n d i ~ gon t o p  of h i s  c a r  and speaking through 

a microphone and two speakers  t h a t  he  had s e t  up i n  f r o n t  of i t ,  

and h e  s a i d  h i s  name was Clem M i l l e r  and he  was running f o r  

Congress. 'mere was no a u d i e n c e  He was ju s t  t a l k i n g .  " And 

t h a t  kind of i n t r igued  me(because a t  t h a t  t i m e g  I was somew ha t  

i m o l v e d  ir! p o l i t i c s ,  and I was i n t r i g u e d  all of a sudden by 

Americar! p o l i t i c s ,  d p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  S twenson  

e f f o r t ,  which we want t o  mention l a t e r .  

Chall:  	 Yes, t h a t ' s  r i gh t .  This  was a f t e r  thatr45aJ,  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, i t  was a f t e r  tha t .  And s o  I was d e f i n i t e l y  involved j.t a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  v e  moment I  had become an American c i t i z e n ,  I  did 

r e g i s t e r ,  of course. 

Chall : 	 When was t h a t  date ,  of your American c i t i z e n s h i p ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 I n  '55. Rather l a t e .  But I  had t o o  many th ings  t o  worry about.  



1: Well. we d o n ' t  have t o  go i n t o  t h a t .  I j u s t  wanted t h e  d a t e .  

l ler:  That ' s  r i g h t .  And, s o  I w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  invo lved  i n  American 

p o l i t i c s ,  & I had r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  Democrat. g 

(3-r'se c h o i c e s  w e r e  minimum. Having come from two 

c o u n t r i e s  i n  which t h e r e  had been t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  p a r t i e s ,  i n  a l l  

f a i t h s ,  you how, t o  s e l e c t  one of two p a r t i e s / i s  r.ot t h a t  

simple.  - Y . e - a t i ~ 

d h a t  was  much more i m p o r t a n t  t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e  was + 
t h a t  a  man l i k e  [Adlai ]  S t w e n s o n  v e r y  much r e p r e s e n t e d  w h a t  I 

thought  p o l i t i c s  should  be all about. I d idn ' t  r e a l i z e  a t  t h e  

t ime,  i t  h a s  taker .  me u n t i l  probably now, t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  way 

S t w e ~ s o n  approached p o l i t i c s '  and h i s  b i d  f o r  t h e  pres idency was 

such  t h a t  h i s  chances  were  p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l 6  i r r  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

And s t i l l  would be today,  w e n  more so, I would t h i n k ,  t h a n  a t  

t h a t  t i n e .  

I n  any case ,  I was  i n t r i g u e d  t h a t  somebody was going t o  run  

a g a i n s t  Scudder, ar.d s o  I made i t  a p o i n t  t o  f i n d  t h e  man who was 

s t a n d i ~ gon t o p  of h i s  ca r ,  and speaking. 

5""" I saw him II.somewhere i n  t h e  

f i e l d s  between Marin County and Sonoma C o u ~ t y ,  w i t h  h i s  ca r ,  

d 

s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  edge of a road asd t h e  loudspeaker  on, a d9 


h o l d i n g  h i s  microphone i n  h i s  hand. h here was  a  bunch of cows, 



and h e  was 	address ing  t h e  bunch of cows. [ l augh te r ]  And t h a t  

d t t  
kind of humol;n and h i s  r e a l i z a t i o r f -  h e  had t o  campaign all 

over-+.d h e  did: h e  never stopped campa ig i ink - f t  i n t r i g u e d  

n g d s o r e  than  tha t ,  I found him a very  i ~ t e r e s t i c gman, a 
4 

very s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  man, ar.d somebody who had a g r e a t  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  of s o m e t h i ~ g  t h a t  I was i p t e r e s t e d  i n ,  i n  t h e  beauty 

# 	 3 &:?Aq
of t h e  environment, and people, 'in every respec t ,  a person

C\ 
who could r.ot poss ib ly  win. 

772 

He t augh t  me a lesson., t h a t  such people can w i q  &aP 

w e n  win  i n  a  d i s t r i c 3 w h i c h  then  extended from t h e  Golden G a t e  

a l l  t h e  way t o  Oregon, d e s p i t e  thc. f a c t  t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  bare ly ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  s h a r e  your  o p i n i o ~ s .  A s  l ong  a s  they 

understand t h a t  you're decent, s t r a i g h t f  o m  ard, honest about  your  

opinions,  ar.d whether  yc.:; speak t o  t he  cows i n  Sonoma County o r  

t o  those  who be1 i w e  they know it a l l  i n  Marir., t h a t  you a lways  

say t h e  same thing,  ar?d ar?swer t o  t he  same questior,  thab\I 
found r a t h e r  r e f r e sh ing .  

Chall  : 	 But he  must have spoken t o  o t h e r  than  cows, i n  order  t o  a lmos t  

d e f e a t  Scudder t h e  f i r s t  t ime  around. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, of course. 

Chall  : 	 a t  did you do a f t e r  you met him? Did you t ake  on 



some a s s i g n m e n t s ?  

m u  
S c h i l l e r : 	I t ~ o kon a number of tasks,,  -handing o u t  

l i t e r a t u r e .  'campaigning d o o r t o - d o o r .  d *la ter  or? I d i d  

wha t  I have done' w i t h  many cand ida tes .  from p r e s i d e n t i a l  on down 

t o  l o c a l  c a c d i d a t e s .  - "-'-"-1 namely go ing  around w i t h  

them. a c t i n g  i n  c e r t a i n  ways--cer ta in ly  much later--

a s  a n  a d v i s o r .  i r .  c e r t a i n  areas. I j u s t  happen t o  have come v e r y  

c l  ose  t o +--I C-hWL was d r i v i n g  w i t h  him and B i l l  Grader.  

who was  h i s  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  th rough  t h e  d i s t r i c ~  I became 

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t 3  I knew t h e  d i s t r i c t  a l m o s t  as w e l l  a s  

Grader. and d e f i ~ i t e l y  b e t t e r  thar? Clem. who of c o u r s e  was most 

of t h e  t i m e  i n  Washington. I e n j  oy ed it. 

Cha l l  : 	 T h a t ' s  a f t e r  h e  won? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. A f t e r  h e  w o n  And c e r t a i r l y  i n  h i s  r q e l e c t i o n  campaign. 

was  invo lved  i n  a number of  ways. Also. h e  was a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

man t o  c a p t u r e  i n  photographs. H i s  photographs  w e r e  a l w a y s  posed 

and h o r r i b l e .  H e  was a c t u a l l y  a n i c e - l o o k i n g  mar?. b u t  h e  a l w a y s  

looked  t e r r i b l e  i n  photographs. B i l l  Grader  t a l k e d  t o  me a t  one 

t i m e  and sa id .  'Why don' t  you go w i t h  u s  ar?d t r y  t o  c a t c h  him? 

He's  u s e d  t o  y o u ,  h e  d o e s t l ' t  mitld you. He w o n ' t  c h a n g e  h i s  

e x p r e s s i o n  when you t a k e  a pho tograph"  I did. a ~ dI t o o k  a 

g r e a t  number of photographs  of him. which w e r e  p a r t l y  used and 

I 



p a r t l y  tlot. P a r t l y  n o t  because,  a t  t h e  t i m e  whetl I had t a k e n  

mos t  of my photographs.  Clem d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  campaigtl, i n  a n  a i r  

c rash .  

Chall : 	 Yes. That  was q u i t e  t r a g i c .  

S c h i l l e r :  I t  was  v e r y  t r a g i c .  However, ia -1
 was  

irnrolved a t  t h a t  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  group, c l o s e s t  group t h a t  was  

back ing  him, and I worked w i t h  B i l l  Grader,  a n d  Nancy Swadesh, 
7 

and Mur ie l  	~ ~ e k e l l e r ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  who was  h i s  f i e l d  a s s i s t a t l t ,  

t h e  campaign. st.p. was t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  I t h i t l k  i n  C a l i f o r n i  t h a t  a ma.! was  e l e c t e d  t o  Congress  

overwhelmingly a f  t e r  h e  was dead. 

4 [ L & t  - -
40

Chal l  : 	 There  was  tlothitlg--his name was  on t h e f c t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  t h a t  

cou ld  r e a l l y  be done a b o u t  it. 

S c h i l . l e r :  	 Nothing c o u l d  be dotle. However, h i s  opponent, M r .  [Don] Clausen,  
A&, 7-a .r t n ~ . X  

-had flowtl  t o  *he owtled a n  a i r  ambulence s e r v i c e .+ 
Ar.d of course ,  he  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  p o s s i b l y  cou ld  t o  et ldear 

h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  pub l i c ,  sd i t  was  i m p o r t a n t  t o  gair .  t h e  t i m e  s o  
I 

t h a t  h e  wouldn ' t  g e t  t h e  s e a t ,  because  h e  ;!as a n  a b s o l u t e  non-

e n t i t y ,  t o  p u t  i t  mildly .  He was b e i n g  manipu la ted  by t h e  p a r t y ,  -
and i n  f a c t ,  ir! some of h i s  r w e l e c t i o n  b ids ,  i t 's  been s a i d  t h a t  

f AcL.  AS, . ; J , ' L : ~  

h e  was  l o c k e d  i n  h i s  h o t e l  r o o z s o  he couldn ' t  speak  t o  anybod& 
h 



Chal l :  

S c h i l l e r :  

w 7  
x - ? ' ~ .-, 7 '  -

" 

' 
c&Y 

#e won t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n .  Now. 

was B i l l  Grader  a poor c a n d i d a t e ?  ll"'g 

Yes. Well. B i l l  Grader  was i n  shock. flqd I was doing e x a c t l y  

f o r  B i l l  Grader  w h a t  B i l l  Grader  had been d o i ~ gf o r  Clem. I w a s  

d r i v i n g  him from p l a c e  t o  place ,  and I w ould  wake him i n  t h e  

m ~ r n i c g  acd  say, " B i l l ,  w e  have t o  go," and B i l l  would g e t  up a ~ d  

he'd say,  ''Is Clem ready?" I mean, h e  was  s t i l l  t o t a l l y  i n  

shock, and t o  s w i t c h  w e r - h e  couldn ' t  g r a s p  it. B i l l  Grader  was 

a man who had s e e n  and i d e n t i f i e d  Clem a f t e r  t h e  a i r  crash.  And 

s t i l l ,  he could  not--Clem wasn't dead f o r  him, and h e  wasc ' t  

campaigcing. 

But f i n a l l y ,  during--everybody around him, everybody ar0ur.d 

4 
Clem M i l l e r ,  B i l l  Grader campaign s a i d ,  "Let's drop it; l e t ' s  

f o r g e t  it," acd I i n s i s t e d , " ~ a * ~  t h i n k  I preva i l e*And I arel I 

r e a l l y  t o t a l l y  donated a l l  my t i m e  -d u r i ~ g  t h e  Eext  

s i x w e e k s - d p a r t l y w e n t b y  myself ,  p a r t l y w e n t w i t h B i l 1  

Grader-and d i d  e v e n t h i n g  I cou ld  t o  campaiga  f lqd  succeeded i e  

g e t t i c g  Clan e l e c t e d .  

What happened t h e r e a f t e r  was sad,  but. .  . 



Gall : 	 SO, Don Qausen won. Ir 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, and s tayed  i n  u n t i l  q u i t e  recez t ly ,  I th ink  i t 's  two terms 

ago. 

Chall:  	 Yes, he had a long t ime there .  

S c h i l l e r :  I 've worked f o r  everybody a f t e r  t h a t  who ran  a g a i c s t  

Qauser- And again. was d r iv ing  through t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  wi th  

McCabe, f o r  i ~ s t a n c e .  McCabe had a  l a r g e  busd and I was d r iv ing  

t h a t  huge bus through those t i n y  l i t t l e  very curvy roads a t  t h a t  

time t o  go up a l l  t he  way t o  Crescerit City. 

? 
c h a l l :  	 Did you, bes ides  Nancy Swadesh, and Muriel Apfe lze l le r ,  did you 

a l s o  work w i t h  El izabeth  Smith Gatov and Roger Kent and o t h e r s  i n  

t h i s  campaign? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, of course. 

Chall:  How did you f i t  i n t o  t h e i r  s t ruc tu re ,  which was t h e  Democratic 

f i ty f o r  nor thern  Cal i forn ia ,  r e a l l y ?  Actual ly,  no t  j u s t  Marin 

County. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes. We were good f r i ends ,  t o  t h e  present  day. 

Unfortunately, not  w i t h  Kent. But w i t h  Libby Gatov. I f i t  i n  a t  



5-a&& 

t imes,  and 	I 'didn't f i t .  Well, I mean, you want  t o  kraw about  

CDC, obviously .  I n  c e r t a i n  ways, I d i d n ' t  f i t .  

nra, /ssb 
Cha l l :  	 A l l  r i gh t .  W e l l ,  t h e n  we can go o n t o  Ad la i  S twensoc ,  which of 

cou r se  d i d  come b e f o r e  Were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  campaign i n  

1952, o r  d id  you--? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. T was i n t e r e s t e d ,  bu t  I was no t  a c i t i z e n  But I was ve ry  

much i n t e r e s t e d .  I 've had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  and p l ea su re  t o  have m e t  

Stevenson dur ing  t h e  campaign a cumber of times--

& a l l  : 	 H i s  f i r s t  campaign? When h e  was h e r e  i n  t h e  county? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I n  t h i s  county, c e r t a i n ly ,  he  was a t  Roger Kent's. But a l s o  i n  
s 


San F r a n c i s c q  d had a n  exchange of two o r  t h r e e  L e t t e r s ,  
0 -

which I haven't beeo a b l e  t o  f i r d ,  but  they a r e  t h e r e  &&e 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  something t h a t  Irrrrrr+ I have pursued p o l i t i c a l l y  

ever  s i ~ c e ,  namely t h e  ques t i o r .  of disarmament, rd p a r t i c u l a r l y  

nuc l ea r  disarmament. Ar.d I know t h a t  

-the b r i e f  correspondence was d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h a t  aspec t .  

1 c e r t a i n l y  d id  s u p p o r t  him i n  h i s  next  b id ,  &-LlL+Ik 

&e t o  me, of all Americar 
5 

p o l i t i c i a n s ,  was t h e  i d e a l  p o l i t i c i a r j ,  somebody who embodied 

t o  me what  I cons ide r  t h e  i d e a l  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  namely t h e  good s i d e  



of p o l i t i c s ,  d \Je read s o  much these  
s 


p o l i t i c 3  p o u t  p o l i t i c s  being d i r ty .  Whereas, when you look  a t  

t h e  two campaigns, a t  l e a s t  of Adlai Stevenson f o r  ,/reside*. 

t hose  embodied t o  me a  ded ica t ion  t o  t h e  idea land  no t  any th ing  

k &
t h a t  was demeanicg a s  t h e  word " p o l i t i c a l "  t h e s e  days, it o f t e n  

n A 

i s  being used. 

PL~&WJL, , c u l t u r a l l y  I w a s m u c h m o r e  - -
a ,  


a f f e c t e d  by ~ r i t *  than by Germany, because I l e f t  Germany a s  a 

y o w g  boy, rea l ly .  I a lways  found i t  was a  p i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

~ L L !4Z.C~ f i n r l c ' h z e '  
no use made of those-t was s o  was t e fu l  no t  t o  have a  l o y a l  

& d ? ! . c &  -/ 

opposi t ion.  aautorn a t i c a l l y  somebody who i s  defeated f o r  

p r e s iden t  should f  orm the  shadow cabine t ,  and be heard a s  s u c h  

+red such th ings  cf course do no t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Ur i ted  S t a t e s .  

e-
un 

Chall : Yes. they& disappear . l  from-z!L ,""')" -

S c h i l l e r :  They* d i s a p p e a r d .  

-7 

j CChall : I guess t h e  CDC was r ea l l y / c ' t , ,  .*4'fCc' 

c/c 'Gll ; ,?t J% , ( * .  . p , .  y&L$-..,Ldr t -y :< ' :q-
v 
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one th ing  I should have mentioned 

t h a t  goes back t o  Ad la i  Stevensen- Af te r  he  had l o s t  t he  

second campaign, t h e  party was i n  very sad f i n a c c i a l  shape--not 

only f i ~ a n c i a l l y ,  i t  was i n  very sad s h a p e  I t  was a  ques t ion  of 

A-0 
keeping t h e  party toge ther  and t h e  f inances  toge the r  41CLL: he was 

J 
prevai led upon by the party t o  go through the  country w i t h  a 

s e r i e s  of l e c t u r e s  and meetir.gs. I wish I could t e l l  you exac t ly  

when it w a s B I  th ink  i t  was i n  January, t h e  y e a r  a f t e r ,  i n  o t h e r  

words, January 1957, t h a t  t h e r e  was a meeting i r .  San Francisco. 

I t  was a n  i s s u e s  meeting, ca l l ed  by the  D e m ~ c r a t i c p r t ~ ,  which 

was divided i n t o  i s s u e s  groups l i k e  fo re ign  policy, and a l l  k inds  

of i s sues .  

I a t tecded  t h e  fore ign  policy i s sue  grouping, which was 

chaired by Hubert Humphrey. I n  the d iscuss ion ,  I brought up the  

ques t ion  of what was g0ir.g on a t  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  Mid.dle East,  

and I pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  reason t h a t  pecple were always t a l k i n g  

about t h e  Communist Danger i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  was not so  much 

t h a t  people were conmunists  i n  t he  Middle East ,  but  t h a t  t h e  

Russians had a technique of preser , t ing t h e i r  case, which was f a r  

supe r io r  t o  t h e  American o n e  Namely, t h a t  they had something 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Peace Corps, and they required people who served  

i n  t h i s  capac i ty  t o  be d i r e c t l y  involved w i t h  the  population, ar?d 

l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  popula t ion  m d e r  t h e  same condit ions,  

http:meetir.gs


e a t i n g  t h e  same food and most impor tan t ly ,  speaking t h e i r  

language. I t  was no t  a  ma t t e r  of makicg commucists ou t  of them 

a t  t h e  po in t ;  you cancot  make a  commucist of somebody whose 

background i s  a feudal  system. But b r ing  him v i a  ~ a t i o n a l  i s m  t c  

-,9t h i s  cent  u r y 4 ,  

Hubert Humphrey was i c t r i g u e d  by tha t ,  and sa id ,  "Do you 

th ink  t h a t  could be used by us i n  s ane  fashion? ' '  

I s a id ,  'Well, i f  you don't micd i m i t a t i n g  what  t h e  Russians 

a r e  doing, t h a t ' s  why I ' m  ment ioning i t  I th ink  o u r  f o r e i g n  

pol icy should no t  c o c s i s t  of g i v i c g  money and arms, bu t  should 

c o c s i s t  i n  a  g r e a t  e x t e c t  v i s -a -v is  t he se  coun t r i e s ,  and 

deve1opir.g coun t r i e s ,  by g iv ing  them what our k~ow-how is, and 

doing i t  c o t  l i k e  a  c o l o n i d  power, but  doing i t  on ar. equal 

foo t ing .  " 

Af te r  t h e  d i s cus s ion  was over,  he s a i d  t o  me--and t h i s  was a  

very  i c t e r e s t i c g  commect--"Do you micd i f  I t e l l  Govercor 

S twenson  about i t ? "  

I s a i d ,  "Of course not." 

He did, and a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  he  said,  'GoverEor Stevecson and 

I  would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  w i t h  you." 



Ar?d we did. 

t h e  i d e a  of 

.It was Hubert  Humphrey who i n  t h e  end gave Kennedy 

t h e  Peace Corps. 

a 

Gal l  : Nice b i t  of backgr ouqd. 

S c h i l l e r :  Not on ly  then,  bu t  I have a lways hoped t h a t  some a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

would use  me in some capac i t y  i n  t h e  Peace Corps, because it 

would have i n t r i g u e d  me g r ea t l y ,  a I have never  been a b l e  t o  do 

i t ,  and was never  asked. And I've made t h e  mis take  perhaps  

throughout  my l i f e  t h a t  I 've never asked f o r  a y t h i n g .  I f  

s a n e t h i n g  wasn ' t  o f f e r e d  t o  me, i t  d i d n ' t  exist. 

Chal l  : You can  v o l u n t e e r  

Afr ica .  

t o  go i n t o  t h e  Peace Corps, and go o f f  t o  

S c h i l l e r  : Yes. 

Chal l :  Mary people  your  age have done it. But t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  



S c h i l l e r :  Well, i t  was two th ings  t h a t  got  me i n t o  CDC, 

. Number one i s  what you 

mentioned, foremost, namely t h a t  i t  perpetuated o r  t r i e d  t o  

perpe tua te  the  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a l s  t h a t  were f i r s t  enunciated by 

Adla i  Stevenson Ar?d secondly, t h a t  Clem, dur ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  

he was not  a  congressman, no t  e lec ted ,  bu t  i n  h i s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  

and second e lec t ion ,  was a member of CDC, and a t  t h a t  t ime  i n  t h e  

very beginning was t h e  f i r s t  chairman of t h e  Resolu t ions  

Committee of CDC, d C i n c e  i s s u e s  i 
// 

me, and s i n c e  Clem i n t e r e s t e d  me, and 

hb 
had me appointed t o  t h e  Resolut ions Committee a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  I s t ayed  w i t h  t h e  Resolu t ions  Committee/ ce, i,-7"' 


But, f o r  many years ,  I was a  member, and l a t e r  i t s  

cochai r  and then i t s  o v e r a l l  chair.  I was a l s o  a t  t h a t  time, 

f 
dur ing  Clem Miller5time. -elected i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  a s  

the d i r e c t o r  from t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  and represented  t h e  E r s t  
Cc 

B s t r i c t ,  which s t i l l  t h e  f i r s t  d i s t r i c t ,  on t h e  CDC b o a r d  
s 4 

I was very ea r ly ,  a c t u a l l y ,  on the board. I was on the board 

w hen--

Chall:  Alan Cranston was pr e s iden t?  



S c h i l l e r :  Alan was r?o longe r  pres ident .  

Chall: Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ;  we' r e  t a l k i n g  about  1958. Wyatt? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes, i t  was [Joseph] Wyatt. Wyatt was pres ident ,  and i t  was h i s  

successor,  [Tom] Carvey, who appointed me t o  be c h a i r  of t h e  

Resolu t ions  Committee. I n  between we had rank] Brand from San 

Fr atlci sco. 

Chall : Brand was what? 

S c h i l l e r :  Brand was- c h a i r  of t h e  Resol u t i ons  Committee, between 

Clem and myself. A t  t h e  time, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  S a l a  Burton a l s o  

served toge the r  w i t h  me, a t  t h e  same time, on t h e  board of 

d i r e c t o r s  of CDC I have known a l l  p r e s iden t s  of C D C - e d  

a l l  those you have l i s t e d  and then  some. [ l augh te r ]  

Chal l :  Yes, I kriow. & r e sea rch -&d  j n l i r &  7' 
"" ':J' opLL A / ': C AL-'"r" 

' P 
&% 

c b' 

S c h i l l e r :  That's very 

c e r t a i n  ways, and 

happened t o  CDC. 

s t u f f  t h a t  I understand i t  i n  

answers  or?e of your  ques t ions ,  what 

Chal l :  i n t o  t ha t .  



. .
S c h i l l e r :  	 L e t  me ju s t  say s-

t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have done f o r  CDC a r e  a l l  documented. 


and  I s t i l l  have  al l  t h e  v a r i o u s  vo luminous  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  


produced d u r i z g  t h e  t ime.  f u l l y  docum e n t  wha t  I have done. 


There  i s  r e a l l y  no  zeed t o  cover  t h a t  i n  t h a t  sense. I f  y o u ' r e  


i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t - -?  


C h a l l  : 	 Well ,  no. As l o n g  a s  i t  i s  documented. Then l e t  me a s k  y o u  some 

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  CDC which  you  would probably  have some 
-C 

;7Xc,e	 c L L ~ . , %  0 -77e &w*-,
f e e l i n g s  about. 	 . , wh=&+ ;9-9, -a l i e r a t e d  t h e  mains t ream Democrats. and  . 

L&,,JC&43d
u l t i m a t e l y  caused a  r e a l  problem. b e f o r e  and a f t e r  -. 

There  was  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e # s o l u t i o n s  f o r  e q u a l i t y  of women. 


e q u a l i t y  of b lacks .  r e c o g n i t i o n  of China--al l  of t h e s e  


r e s o l u t i o n s ~ w h i c h  came up through t h e  C D g  and r e c e i v e d  a  g r e a t  


d e a l  of p u b l i c i t y  a f t e r  they had been p a s s e & a l i e n a t e d  t h e  


n a i c s t r e a m  Democrats. had t h e  problem of 
B-IYOU 
a l i e n a t i o n  among a  l o t  of Democrats who w e r e  members of c l u b a  


& c l u b s  weren ' t  l i b e r a l  c lubs .  Tha t  was one problem. 


$Another w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  r e s o l u t i o n s .  I 've  been t o l d .  i s  t h a t  


peop le  who w e r e  r e a l l y  concerced a b o u t  t h e s e  i ssues-- they w e r e  


p r i n c i p l e s - - w ~ u l d  s t a y  till t h e  b i t t e r  er.d of a  meeting,  and t h a t  


y o u  n i g h t  j u s t  have  a  h a n d f u l  l e f t ,  because  everybody e l s e  w a s  


t i r e d  and had gone home. T h i s  I ur-derstand happens  a l s o  i n  
-7 
' / 



f i  used to,,,maybe &re*r s t i l l  

Chall : 	 Next day you'd w eke up, t h e  r?ew spapers  would f lash :  "CDC 

Resolves--". And t h i s ,  i n  t i n e ,  created,  I guess, sch isms  

w i t h i n  t h e  ~ e m o c r a t i c p a r t ~ .  = y o u  a l ready  had e l e c t e d  a s la te ;  

d ! > C a l i f o r n i a  was now--back i n  1958--was Democratic, and 

these  people wanted t o  s t ay  i n  power, dsey wanted t h e  h e l p  of 

t h e  CDC, bu t  they didn ' t  want t o  be  faced  w i t h  t h e s e  i s sues .  

7 5 n  you give me some of your how t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  

came up through the  c o m m i t t e d h e t h e r  t h e r e  were t e n s i o n s  

i m o l v e d  even i n  t h e  committee, r r v a s  t h e  committee gene ra l l y  

one-sided, i n  t h e i r  way of thinking?df-~ '  rda l u l c u  '-

S c h i l l e r :  N a  Let me say t h a t  I was q u i t e  i n s t rumen ta l  i n  changing t h e  

procedure, oEce I was i n  charge of it. There was a very r i g i d  

p rocedure  Resolut ions had t o  be i n  by a c e r t a i n  t ime, s o  Sty 
could be dupl ica ted ,  could be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  pub l i c  h e a r i ~ g  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  convention, usua l ly  s t a r t i n g  t h e  day before,  on 

Friday a t  9:00 i n  t h e  morning. I remember some se s s ions  t he  Rext 

m o r ~ i n g  a t  9:00, I was s t i l l  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  cha i r ,  t r y i n g  t o  s i f t  ' 

6

through everything, and t r y i n g  t o  go throughhall  a ~ dl i s t e n - t o  

a l l  of t h e  people who had s o m e t h i ~ g  t o  say about it. 

&al l  : This was t h e  Resolu t ions  Committee c h a i r ?  



S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. 

C h a l l :  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  weekend of t h e  convent ion,  you were 

s t i l l  working o n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s ?  

-
S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. L a t e r  0% $he c u t o f f  d a t e w a s  t w o  

weeks b e f o r e  t h a t .  They had  t o  b e  in,  $eY were b e i n g  

Lue
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  members of t h e  R e s o l u t i o n s  Committee, s o  ?ehq  

had a n  i n k l i n g  w h a t  i t  was  a l l  about.  There  was a g r e a t  n u m b e m  

. . 
-3e regulation:J&k%biowly -& 
had t o  b e  combined,  i f  they  were  s i m i l a < a n d  i t  was up t o  t h e  * 

R e s o l u t i o n s  Committee t o  do t h i s  k i ~ d  of e d i t i n g ,  and t o  p r e s e c t  

6 . m  
i r ?  t h a t  f a s h i o n  t o  t h e  convent ion.  

I t  w a s  made c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  ?umber j u s t  could  n o t  be  

hacd led  by a convent ion,  a ~ dt h a t  we would a t t e m p t  t o  r e d u c e  i t  

t o  n o t  more t h a n  le t ' s  say t h i r t y .  Which i s  s t i l l  a g r e a t  

number. P a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  they a r e  g r e a t  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  I was  

v e r y  i ~ s t r u m e n t a l  i n  c u t t i n g  them down i n  s i z e .  . b u t  n o t  chatlging 

J & 
t h e i r  i n t e n t  aa& i m p r w w  t h e  l anguage  I hope. Because. 

mur . fo r tuna te ly ,  I was  and am a  g r a m a r i a n  acd  h a t e  s loppy Engl ish .  I 
I fourid, t o  my g r e a t  s u p r i s e ,  yes terday,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  something,  

t h a t  even I had s p l i t  a n  i n f i n i t i v e  once. [ l a u g h t e r ]  



But, i n  any case, dur ing  t h e  t ime  t h a t  I was cha i r ,  t h i n g s  

go t  on a  f a i r l y  w e n  keel ,  which has  t lothing t o  do w i t h  i t s  

content.  The conten t  was f r e e l y  debated,, 

Anybody who had any s tanding,  H even people who didn ' t  have -

standingm if, who 

. . i 

claimed ar? i c t e r e s t ,  J: -'.&--

t h e  committee. So, a l l  views were presented. 

The quest ior?  t h a t  you r i i s e d  i s  r e a l l y  one t h a t  came t o  i t s  

f o r e  during t h e  Vietnam War, dZ t  was i n  1965 a t  t h e  

t h e  famous ar?d very m i l d  Vietnam Resolu t ion  came up and was 

passed. And f rankly ,  I ' m  very proud of it, w e n  though I didn ' t  

w r i t e  i t  ' I s a t  i n  the cha i r ,  and -1I 
 t h i n k g  .P , L ~ c U * - J C I $A * 

fi t  only a t  t h a t  time, people genera l ly  were confirmed t h a t  I was 

very wenhanded i n  ar?y c h a i r  t h a t  I've been s i t t i n g  i n  M I've 

a lways t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  out  a l l  sides.  I may have been a r b i t r a r y  

i r .  c u t t i n g  off debate  a t  times,d"simply because I a l s o  had t o  s t a y  

on t h e  agenda. 

But, I f e l t  i t  had t o  be said,  and i t  was importact .  I 

thir?k t h a t  showed perhaps the g r e a t e s t  moral s t r e n g t h  CDC h a s  

ever  had. *O when,in '65, i t u/a s  t h e  f i r s t  Democratic o r g a r i z a t i o n  6-

c r i t i c i z e *  a s i t t i r ? g  president .  I have t o  say two t h i n g s  about  



it: I persona l ly  l i ked  [Lyndon] Johnson. I hated h i s  po l icy  i n  

Vietnam. I s t i l l  t h ink  he  was a  g r e a t  p r e s idez t ,  but s t i l l  t h i n k  

t h a t  he  was t o t a l l y  misled on Vietnam. 

I n  '65, I was running unopposed f o r  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e ~ t  of 

CDC--totally unopposed. Apd s i n c e  I was unopposed, I was he lp ing  

ar! o ld  f r i e n d  of mine, Gerald H i l l ,  t o  run  f o r  t he  presidency, 

&was campaigning f o r  him throughout or t h e m  Cal i forn ia .  + 

%evening be fo re  t h e  convention, wh i l e  I was i n  Resolut ions,  

handl ing  r e s o l u t i o n s  

and have supported s ince ,  Irl t h e  Governor [pa t ]  Brown and Alan 

Cranston were > 
inc lud ipg  t h e  wash rooms, aga ins t  Gerald H i l l ,  and a g a i n s t  

m e .  I t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  Alan Cranston who, a t  t h e  l a s t  minute, 

put somebody i n  t h e  r ace  aga ins t  me, j u s t  wher. i t  was s t i l l  

Z L
l e g a l l y  possible ,  nb never showed up a t  t he  c o n v e n t i o ~  and 

cever  spoke. He was one of h i s  a p p r q s o r s .  

Chall : What was h i s  name? 

?)a*& 7' S c h i l l e r :  Ford. 

-0 co r r ido r s ,campaigning up and dowr! the  
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S c h i l l e r :  	 And Simon Casaday, y e s  I had met Simon Casaday and fou id  t h a t  

he didn't  r e a l l y  know what i t  was all about,  what CDC was all 

about. He was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  man, and never w h i l e  h e  was running 

d id  h e  i n d i c a t e  where he s tood on Vietnam. Never. I n  f a c t ,  h e  

was t h e  es tab l i shment  candidate.  It's very  fascinat ing.  

had a very,  very s t r o n g  hold a t  t h e  t ime on CDC, b u t  I 

l o s t  by two v o t e s  ga ins t  a man who didn ' t  appear, who didn ' t  1 

say a word, 	 acd who l a t e r  became a Republican. 

Chal l :  	 Which t e l l s  you what, be t h a t  t ime?  T e l l s  you t h a t  t h e  CDC could 

- Tbe manipulated by the  par ty  r e g u l a r s ,  by t he  strong%-a4-tb-d 

$a,2 re ~ n z7 

S c h i l l e r :  	 By t h e  off ice-holders .  The par ty  was no t  t h a t  strocg. The p a r q  

has  never been t h a t  s t rong;  i t  s t i l l  i s n ' t  strong. But i t ' s  

equa l ly  i ~ t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  didn ' t  take t e r r i b l y  long--in '68, 

Cranston very c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had made a mistake. Pa t  

Brown never s a id  ar?ythir?g i r .  t h a t  respec t ,  B u t  Pa t  Brown and I 

have always been very f r i e n d l y ,  and always l i k e d  each other.  

Pat  Brown & n o t  i n  t h a t  sense campaign- a g a i c s t  m e  He d id  

campaign a g a i n s t  H i l l ,  which'was more important  t o  him. 

Chall  : 	 He campaigned a g a i n s t  Casaday, w i t h i n  a year .  



S c h i l l e r :  Oh, yes. Of course. They both d id .  

Chal l :  	 They got  him out of o f f i c e .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. That i s  equa l ly  cor rec t .  But i n  atly case,  i t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i ~ ~  what you asked about perhaps, 

campaign aga i r . s t  Casaday t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  maj o r i t y  caucus? No. 

Chal l :  	 . Well, you d i d  r e s i g n  from t h e  board. 

1 . :  	I d id  res ign ,  ar.d my r e s ig t l a t i on  s t a t emen t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you o r  

arybody else.  I t  doesn't q u i t e  s t r e s s  what  my conc lus ion  was 

l a t e r  or. w i t h i n  t he  next  yea r  or s a  I did n o t  o b j e c t  i n  any way 

t o  Casaday's a t tack--wel l ,  I shouldn ' t  say t h a t  I d idn ' t  o b j e c t  

-Gt o  Casaday's a t t i t u d e  towards  Vietnam, bu t  t h e  manner i n  which he  n 

did  it. Which was t o t a l l y  nonproductive. He was a t e r r i b l e  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  he  l e t  CDC de t e r io ra t e .  I f  you r e a l l y  want t o  

kEow when CDC go t  i t s  death blow, i t  was dur ing  t h e  Casaday 

regime. That's very  sad, because t h e  man i s  ex t remely  

i ~ t e l l i g e n t ,  has  t h e  r i g h t  i r .s t i r .c ts ,  but  p o l i t i c a l l y  didn ' t  know 

what h e  was doing. 

Chall  : 	 And had a  very a c e r b i c  way of dea l ing  w i t h  e&+r people, I 

y ( 0 ~L-2L'/i-?~,...1.r /:,/?'-:
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h i l l e r :  	 Oh, t e r r i b l y .  But  t h e  equa l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  Simon 


Casaday and I, a f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  became c l o s e  f r i ends ,  and S i  


U always s a id ,  "I wished I had l i s t e l l e d  t o  you, Hans. You were 

s o  r i g h t  about  what  you said." I mear?. t h e r e  couldn ' t  have beer? 

any  q u e s t i o n  where I stood. I was opposed t o  V i e t ~ a m ,  and 

c e r t a i d y  had done w e r y  t h i n g  I could t o  phrase  i t  i n  a--or have 

it phrased i n  a--I d idn ' t  l i k e  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  I've been 

accused of w r i t i n g  a l l  r e s o l u t i o n s ;  no I haven't. I  have 

r e w r i t t e n  q u i t e  a  few, I have  w r i t t e n  a g r e a t  cumber. But t h i s  

was  no t  one of them, acd I don't want t o  c l a im  anyth ing  t h a t  I 

d i d n ' t  do. 

I 1ike  S i ,  and h e  ha s  of t e n  s a i d  pub1 i c l y  and no t  s o  #-;"-
p u b l i c l y  how wrong h e  w a s  i n  t h e  way h e  had approache 

r e a l l y  what i t  was  about. I wi thdrew from CDC and f  rorn t h e  board 

s imply because I d idn ' t  want p a r t  of t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and I knew 

i t  was g0ir.g t o  be t e r r i b l e  The only co rnen t i on  I d idc ' t  a t t e n d  

was t h e  '66 one, i n  which Gera ld  H i l l  was e l e c t e d .  

hall: 	 -you r e s igned  from t h e  board, bu t  d idn ' t  you go 

back on t h e  board a f t e r  lh Casaday? 

; c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes, I c e r t a i d y  did. I was back on t h e  board because Gerald  

H i l l  l@ appoin ted  me a s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  c h a i r ,  and I se rved  

w i t h  him and under him, and c e r t a i n l y  I was on t h a t  board, and 



later)--

Cha l l  : 
r/ r '  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Which of c o u r s e  was  s t a r t e d  i n  '67. I was  or. t h a t  

e x e c u t i v e  commit tee ,  and ir! f a c t  I w a s M u r i n g  t h e  McCarthy
1 

Z campaign, t h e  s t a t e  c h a i r  f o r  i s s u e s  and p l a t f o r m  f o r  

I!cCarthy. There a r e  volumir?ous w r i t i n g s  which  you can  have  t h a t  3 

E " ' d w r o t e  f o r  him, inc1udir .g w h i l e  I was  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  
1 

him th rough  C a l i f o r ~ i a ,a speech t h a t  I w r o t e  f o r  him and which  

h e  e d i t e d ,  and r e - e d i t e d ,  and s a i d ,  " Jus t  w a i t ,  you won't 

r e c o g c i z e  your  speech  t h i s  evening!" [ / A ( ~ . ? A z ~  

C h a l l :  
Q-'&

Did h e  work o v e r  h i s  speeches  t h e  way A d l a i  S t w e n s o n  i s  

t o  have  worked over  h i s ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. The g r a s p  of what  was  p r e s e p t e d  t o  him i s  unbe l i evab le .  H e  

r e a d  through a r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t e c h l l i c a l  m a t t e r  which  was  
- .F 

d e a l  i n g  w i t h  c i t y  p l a n n i n g  ar.d conservatior-irn f a i r l y  t h i c k  

volum e--Lead th rough  i t  i n  n o  time a t  a l l ,  -.Bg 

--..dI had marked some q u e s t i o ~ a b l et h i n g s  i n  

my owr. copy f o r  d i s c u s s i o r !  w i t h  him, because  I though t  they 

didr. ' t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o r ,  I t  was  a speech,  o r  r a t h e r  a 

paper,  t h a t  I had w r i t t e n  f o r  ADA [Americans f o r  Democra t i c  

Actior.1 t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  f o r  t h e i r  cor.ventior,. 



dfll 

The i c t e r e s t i q , ~  a t h a t  he. , had picked o u t  t h e  

ve ry  same p o i n t s ,  p e r v  one of +-. I sa id .  '%ere, s e r a t o r ,  

m - 5 

see--sam e q u e s t i o n  mark. + o u t ! "  I mean., j u s t  

l i k e  t h a t .  He s t i l l  w a ~ t e d  t o  h o w ,  wacted t o  have a n  argume3t. 

I f  I had a good argumect,  he would have k e p t  it. But s i n c e  I 

q u e s t i o c e d  them, t h a t  was it. He was v e r y  i ~ t e r e s t i c g .  

C h a l l :  	 Did you have a when you w e r e  go ing  around w i t h  f e e l i n g  of a-2~ 

h A d l a i  S t w e n s o n ?  They 

w e r e  r e a l l y  very d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of people, bu t  how d i d  t h a t  

s t r i k e  you? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 W!h Very d i f f e r e n t  k i ~ d 5 o . f  p e o p l e  Adla i  Stevenson was a k i n d  

persor!  Gece was a v e r y  a c i d  person, and could b e  ve_rv 

d e s t r u c t i v e .  General ly ,  ar.d I am very c a r e f u l  what I say,  a t  

t h a t  t ime,  f o r  good purpose. L a t e r  on, a t  t i n e s ,  I t h i n k  some of 

t h e  t h i n g s  h e  d id  f o r  c o t  f o r  a good purpose. But h e  was 

f a s c i c a t i n g ;  a f a s c i ~ a t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y .  The a b i l i t y ,  f o r  

i c s t a n c e ,  t o  s e p a r a t e  h i s  r e 1  i g i o u s  be1 i e f  f  rom h i s  pol i t i c a l  

v 0 U ' c 2 . L  

belie.f?He was a ve ry  p r i v a t e  man, w i t h  him a t  r 

a* 1 two  very  s t rar .ge  t imes :  Or.% w her. I had j u s t  f0un.d o u t  

from t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  t h a t  1,Iart in L u t h e r  K i ~ g  had been k i l l e d ,  

and i t  was I who had t o  t e l l  him. And h i s  r e a c t i o n  I w i l l  r e v e r  

f o r g e t .  T h e r e ' s  a few t i m e s  t h a t  I could s e e  bey0r.d t h e  s u r f a c e .  



& 
The second t i m e  was th-t I had t o  ir.form 

K e n ~ e d y  was shot .  

him t h a t  Bobby 

C h a l l :  You w e r e  w i t h  him both t imes?  

S c h i l l e r :  I was  w i t h  him both  t imes ,  ar.d both  times i t w a s  I who had t o  

t e l l  him. He tu rged  a b s o l u t e l y  w h i t e  when h e  h e a r d  t h a t  Bobby 

Kennedy had been sho t .  

C h a l l :  

S c h i l l e r :  

The whole  campaigr. was-- 

U e l l ,  everythigg.  Not j u s t  the--- * j u s t  t u r n e d  t o  

me and he s a i d ,  "Make s u r e  ~ o b o d y  d i s t u r b s  me." And h e  went  i n t o  

h i s  room. I came i n  o>ce, j u s t  because t h e r e  was  c o  sound. And 

f o r  a whole  c i g h t ,  h e  was  or: h i s  kzees. The on ly  t i m e  I'& seen  

t h e  man e x e r c i s r i v  h i s  r e 1  i g i o l s  That  was  a ve ry  s t r a c g e  and 

v e r y  moving e x p e r i e ~ c e ,  ar:d i t  d i d  something. The only  t h i n g  he  

said- I had l e f t  t h e  h o t e l  where we were, and I had gone 

t o  s t a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o s p i r a l  where  Bobby Kear.edy was dyir.g, ar.d 

when I f i c a l l y  came back, he was  s t i l l  locked  i n  h i s  room. I 

came i n ,  h e  was s t i l l  or. h i s  knees. 

He t u r n e d  around, and h e  s a i d ,  "He's dead, i s c ' t  he?" 



I s a i d ,  "Yes." 

He s a i d ,  'Tha t  b u l l e t  h a s  k i l l e d  more t h a n  him. I t  h a s  

k i l l e d  a l l  of us, ar.d may have t e r r i b l e  r e p u r c u s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s .  " 

C h a l l :  	 HGW d i d  y o u  manage, thee ,  t o  go on w i t h  t h e  campaign, because  

t h e n  it became a  c razy  campaign? The w r i t e - i n s ,  and a l l  t h a t .  

S c h i l l e r :  He d i d  acd  h e  didn't.  He gave me t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  h e  had l o s t  

all d r i v e ;  he  p e r s o n a l l y  had l o s t  all drive.  Aqd i t  was  n o t  t h e  

p e r s o c a l  loss .  A3d I have t o  say t h a t ,  I t h i n k .  .accuracy,  

t h a t  though of c o u r s e  anybody who i s  r u c n i n g  f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  f o r  

w h a t w e r  reasoc ,  h a s  t o  have ambitior ,  A . d  Gene was  no 

e x c e p t i o n  He had t remecdous  ambitior ,  But t h e r e  was no  

a m b i t i o n  any more. He d i d  w h a t  h e  d i d  because h e  f e l t  h e  had ta 

He owed i t  t o  K e ~ c e d y ,  h e  owed i t  t o  h i m s e l f ,  h e  owed i t  t o  

a q b o d y  who--on both  sides--had been w0rkir .g or. -i t  acd f o r  it, 

and t h e r e  was  a b s o l u t e l y  c o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  h e  had t o  go t h r o u g h  

w i t h  it. But somehow, I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  h e  was  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  

absen t .  Me was go ing  through i t  p e r f u n c t o r i l y ,  and w e n  going 

, I haven' t
through it p e r f u c c t o r i l y ,  h e  was and is-


s e e p  him i n  a  few years- -a  mec ta l  g ian t .  H i s  t hough t  p rocesses ,  


ever. i f  w-der a  c loud  l i k e  t h i s ,  a r e  s t i l l  o u t s t r i p p i n g  t h o s e  of 

most  o r d i n a r y  mor ta l s .  H i s  a b i l i t y  t o  a n a l y z e  t h i n g s ,  a c d  t h e  
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way he would do i t  a ~ dgo about it, was t o t a l l y  f a s c i n a t i ~ g .  

of d'& t h a t  went ber t he  C d  i f  o rn ia  
h 

S c h i l l e r :  PJa I was i n  Chicago wi th  him, a s  a  s t a f f  member. voluntary. d 

I wanted t o  ask  you about t h a t  1968 ~~c~ 


conver?tion We all know what happenecQ I/ow was McCarthy f e e l i n g  


a t  t h a t  t ime? How d i d  h e  respond? That was i n  h i s . f a v o r ,  


presumably6 


S c h i l l e r  : [laughs b i t t e r l y ]  t h ing  and everything t h a t  He r e s p o n d e q  t o  a ~ y  

happened. He went ou t  of the  c o m e n t i o ~ - - h e  was ~ w e ri n s i d e  t h e  

convetltion. He went ou t s ide  of h i s  ho te l  t o  t h e  park where t h e  

opposi t iot l  had assembled[ and ta lked  t o  them. I d i d  accompany 

him 0r.e time. or  bQC2ilfQ. t h ~ ~ o i u e n tt r i e d  to,  w e  walked out  of 

w

*, &er- though I had a f loo r  pass, c l e a r l y  member of t h e  

/r 

delegatioc- I had a  press  pass, because I was 

r e p r e s e ~ t i ~ g  of t h e  l o c a l  newspapers, and I was car ry ing  aone 

camera, and I had a  Secre t  Serv ice  pin, which - t o v r ,  

anybody who was c l o s e  t o  one of the p r e s i d e ~ t a l  candidatesJ'f:~ ! o .  r . 9 r . C  _ 

We were walkicg out  of t h e  hotel ,  and t h e  Chicago pol ice  



c a p t a i r ?  j u s t  pushed me a s i d e  and s topped  me, and h e  s a i d ,  "Sorry, 

S e z a t o r ,  t h i s  mar. c a f l E o t  go w i t h  you. I can1t s t o p  you. " 

t iccar thy s a i d ,  "He w i l l  go w i t h  me. l1 

I s a i d ,  and I p o i c t e d  t o  my S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  pin,  t h a t  I was 

e n t i t l e d  t o  go w i t h  him, and h e  s a i d ,  " I ' m  t h e  l aw here," and 

t h e r e  was  a  l i t t l e - - I  c r i e d  t o  push back i n ,  and h e  was  h o l d i n g  a  

t runcheon  i n  h i s  hand-- 

~ r l a ~ / /. 
4 1  was s t a n d i c g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  away from M i n ,  t h e  pol i c e  

G 


c a p t a i n  h i t  t h e  camera t h a t  was hang ing  ar0ur.d my neck and 

smashed i t  	t o  t h e  grouzd. I t  was  t o t a l l y  des t royed.  Well, 

McCarthy turt led around and m a y  have  made some comment t o  him, 

abou t  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  acd t h e n  s a i d ,  'You'd b e t t e r  s t a y  here ,  

Hans. He won1 t h i t  me. l1 

C h a l l :  	 P r e t t y  t e n s e  time. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. \ J e l l ,  it was  a f r i g h t e n i n g  t i m e  i n  c e r t a i n  ways, and t o  me 

a f r i g h t e n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e - n o t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  

whole th izg .  I w a s  t h e r e  a few days  b e f o r e  t h e  c o ~ v e n t i o r !  

s t a r t e d ,  t o  h e l p  s e t  up t h i n g s  f o r  IlcCarthy, and s t a y e d  u n t i l  i t  



was a l l  w e r .  To me, it was u t t e r l y  f r i g h t e n i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were pre-plantled and were c l e a r l y  pre-planrzed by 

t h e  pol i c e  and by t h e  mayor of t h e  c i t y ,  d T t  was something I 
5. 

couldn't  q u i t e  deal  w i th ,  t o  f i n d  ir! t h e  United S t a t e s  a p o l i c e  

f o r c e  t h a t  c r e a t e s  a r iot .  They were r i o t i ng - - the  po l i ce  were  

r i o t i n g  before  atlybody e l s e  did any th ing  of t he  kind. It was 

something t h a t  I did n o t  thirzk was p o s s i b l e  ir! t h e  United S ta tes .  

It confirmed some of t h e  f e a r s  I had e a r l i e r ,  and some of t h e  

f e a r s  I s t i l l  have. 

Chall : Of what 7can happen. 

S c h i l l e r :  That 's  r ight .  But I th ink ,  i f  it i s  of any i n t e r e s t ,  you might 

want t o  k ~ o w  what happened a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  a t  t h e  CDC 

convention a t  which McCarthy was endorsed. O r ,  a s  some people 

claimed, 'We have never--'I t he  CDC--"never endorsed candida tes  

f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  o f f i c e s .  I' A mat te r  of semantics,  s h a l l  we say. 

Chall : I thought CDC had been set up t o  endorse,  i f  the  par ty  couldn ' t .  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. A t  t h e  t ime, i t  was a b s o l u t e l y  cor rec t .  However, c o t  bn 

r a t i c n a l  o f f i c e ,  s o  i t  was claimed. I mean, whoever you were 

r ep re sen t ing  a t  t h e  t ime, i t  had made t h e  dif-ference. A t  t h i s  . . 

arguing  & [ ~ o s e ~ h ]Holsinger,  who was t h e  no r the rn  c h a i r  f o r  



McCarthy. -a. 

I said,  "The only way t o  ge t  McCarthy endorsed i s  t o  b r ing  i t  up 

on t h e  f i r s t  evening, when everybody was going t o  be there ,  o r  

most people were going t o  be there," s i m p l y - s o  i t  couldn't be 

s a i d  a f te rwards ,  "It was done a t  t h e  l a s t  minute. " 

H i l l  argued a g a i n s t  it, Holsinger  argued a g a i n s t  it, I 

may have exceeded my au tho r i t y  a s  r e s o l u t i o n s  chair .  I c a l l e d  i t  

up o u t  of o rder  t h e  f i r s t  evening, and either one could do very 

much about it, because I was i n  t h e  c h a i r  a t  t h e  moment I t  

would have a  c r ea t ed  a  t e r r i b l e  ruckus i f  they had ru l ed  me o u t  

of o rder  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  Gerald H i l l  was 

q u i t e  a m e ~ a b l et o  i t ;  i t  was Hols inger  mostly who didn ' t  l i k e  t h e  

i d e a  I had t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  ready, and t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  had been 

unanimously appr w e d  by t h e  r e s o l  u t ions  committee, but no t  
e + 9 

n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  br ing  up a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  passed, d ' ~  was very 

s 
A'c a r e f u ~ $ o m e b o d y  a s  always on CDC wanted t o  have a n  amendment. 

I l e t  t h a t  amendment happer@g\ wasn't important;  i t  didn ' t  says 

anyth ing  of atly g rea t  conce rn  I t  was added t o  it, and i t  

passed, a)( d i s t o r i c a l l y  I would say t h a t  i s  why CDC supported
6-

d  go t  Kennedy, because Kencedy was supposed t o  appear t h e  

next day, @ I d i d  i t  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  and am w i l l i n g  t o  admit  t o  

that .  And I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  say t h a t  I was t he  au thor  of it, and I 

t h i ~ ksome of t h e  th ings  t h a t  happened a f t e rwards  were a r e s u l t  

of t h a t .  



Well,  t o  comple te  t h e  McCarthy campaign, i t  was a w r i t e - i n  

8-campaign, and t h o s e  G who s t a y e d  w i t h  13cCarthy worked f o r  t h e  
E 

w r i t e - i n ,  and were  opposed r i g h t  t o  t h e  end t o  v o t e  Eor Hubert  

u;, 1 

T

\ 
B 

Humphrey. i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Or was t h e r e - t h e r e  must have been 

some s p l i t  itl t h e  rariks. There  had t o  be: -- 

-he a l m o s t  ~ o r ~M I L ,ascmLLb W-Y 



S c h i l l e r :  -6 w r i t e - i n  was n o t  i n  

any  way i n f l u e n t i a l ,  r e a l l y .  No. k r d  i t  was  a  v e r y ,  v e r y  tough  

choice ,  and v e r y  d i f f i c u l ~  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  I d i d  

w r i t e  i n  McCarthy, b u t  I had been a s  c l o s e  a s  one can p o s s i b l y  be 

t o  a  man l i k e  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  a d v o c a t e  i t  f o r  anybody else. I 

had t r o u b l e  w i t h  i+@ -1 because 	i thad t r o u b l e  w i t h  I 

unders tand  t h e  wisdom of v o t i ~ g  f o r  Humphrey, i f  i t  would h a v e  

k e p t  c e r t a i r ?  people  o u t  of o f f i c e .  Ar.d p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i ~ c e  

Humphrey and I go a l s o  f a r  back, and +*e 
c Li 

a lways  l i k e d  him. He% * 
a lways  been v e r y  f r i e n d l y  t o  me, ar?d v e r y  ice t o  m e .  I t  was  

d i f f i c u l  t. Very, ve ry ,  ve ry  tough. 

Chal l  : 	 The i s s u e  was r e a l l y ,  w i l l  t h i s  man when he  g e t s  i n t o  ~ f f i c e ~ e n d  

t h e  Vietnam Kar?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. That  was  t h e  i s sue .  _~.. ., .-,. 
-arKM 

d i d  

-7-

b e c s r . e B u r i n g  t h e  conven t ion  I was s i t t i n g  

i r .  t h e  p r e s s  box d i r e c t l y  above t h e  ros t rom where  I cou ld  s e e  and 

overhear  a l l  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  were go ing  on, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

t e l ephone  1ir.e t o  t h e  White  House. Not a b e l l ,  b u t  a  red  l i g h t  

which  would s t a r t  f l a s h h g ,  and every  t i m e  i t  f l a s h e d ,  

p r a c t i c a l l y  everythi r lg  s topped,  because  whoever was  i n  t h e  c h a i r  , 

.7Lc/:WL 
was  b e i n g  c a l l e d  immedia te ly  t o  t h e  phoce, and had t o  hand k?t 



w e r  t o  somebody else. And a l l  a t t e n t i o r ,  a t  l e a s t  from t h e  p re s s  

d where I s a t  was f i xed  on t h a t  persor, a t  t he  phor,e. 

You could t e l l ,  almost,  by what was being d iscussed  on t h e  

f l oo r ,  and what was goir,&whe"n the  phone rang- 

e,t h a t  those two th ings  were  always r e l a t e d ,  arrJ gou  could 
C , 

almost  say, "It's going t o  r i ng .  r.ow," and i t  did usually.  

[ laughs]  So, t h e r e  was a  grave q u e s t i o @ I  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t  w e  

t r i e d ;  w e  t r i e d  ar.d t r i e d  and t r i e d ,  & I was i n  a meetir,g w i t h  

r e p r e s e ~ t a t i v e s  of a l l  campaig~s- - the  Kennedy people, w i th  t h e  

McCarthy people, and t h e  Humphrey people, t r y i n g  t o  c o w i n c e  t h e  

Humphrey people, t o  accept  something, a toke?, Nor,e of t h a t  was 

accepted. I t  would have beer, s o  s i m p l a  We d idn ' t  a s k  f o r  

V b  
much, we r e a l l y  didr,'t. iCD wanted one l i t t l e  aknow1edgemer.t 

saying,  "This war h a s  t o  s top ."  

Chall  : 	 But they wouldn't. 

S c h i l l e r  : 	They wouldn't l e t  him do it. He was c lo se  t o  doing i t  wi thout  

authorizat ior , ;  I kr,ow that.  a u t  somewhere alonk t h e  l i n e ,  h e  

d i d n ' t  have t h e  guts.  

Chal l :  	 So, t h e  par ty  and CDC were  a t  t h a t  poir,t aga in  i n  s o r t  of 

d i s a r r a y ,  would you say? 



S c h i l l e r :  Yes. They were i n  d i s a r r ay ,  and I would say equa l ly  sa &e-

-YOU 	 asked t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  

d..d i f f  erer.ce 	between par ty  and CDC This d i f f e r e n c e  became less 
A 

ar.d l e s s  procounced. Ir. f a c t ,  q u i t e  a few of those who had been 

very a c t i v e  i n  CDC, i n  keeping w i t h  i t s  teachings  a ~ d  ter.ets,  t o  

take over t h e  party--had t aken  over t h e  party.  

Gall : 	 Well. haw do you mean t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 They moved i n t o  par ty  p o s i t i o ~ s .  Sure, i t  was a l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  

my case. bu t  I was on t h e  & t e e r i n g  5 Committee of t he  par ty ,  or. 

t h e  Execut ive Committee of t h e  par% I was a n  o f f i c e r  of t h e-
party. I was t he  a c t i n g  c h a i r  f o r  a  wh 


~ o r t h e r r .  Ca l i forn ia ,  when we had t o  q u i e t l y  drop t h e  northerr .  


cha i r .  [ laughs]  


Chal l :  Wher. was t h a t ?  Well, I have a--let 's  see  i f  I can  f  ir.d it. 

[ s h u f f l e s  through papers]  " . - '. ' 

S c h i l l e r :  	 W e l l .  i t  must have been i n  ' 72 .  

Chall : 	 Here's a  l i s t  I made up a  number of y e a r s  ago/& I 19 

Hz4 r i &:, , .

1 " '  - --Ie of a l l  t h e  c h a i r s  of t h e  Democratic Par ty ,  

CP~JH,..,;," t t  -.' A 

t&,, 19734 

women. i n  both ~ o r t h e r n  and southernK&' ' 

C 



S c h i l l e r :  	 I ' m  t a l k i n g  about John Merlo, who had t o  be s ide l ined .  

Chall : 	 Well, Merlo--

S c h i l l e r :  	 Uzder J a c k  Brooks. Yes. '72.  

Chall : 	 This i s  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  $ ~ a r ? a d f w a s  e l e c t e d  s t a t e  chair. 

Lrs/ 
was a 	 between Brooks a ~ d  b i g  b a t t l  q t n o r t h e r n  Cal i forn ia ,  Ann 

El iaser ,  zt* was a rough one. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. I probably--yes, I know 'Idid  suppor t  her. I go t  a long  

w i t h  Brooks. I had no problems. I and c o t  f o r  
A 

Kanat& 

Chall :  	 Yes. That was a r e a l  campaig3, wasn ' t  i t ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	That was a r e a l  campaign. 

-(A'cL~'.?~-c &.*L-	 &C 

Chall  : Now, t h e r e  were people who f e l t  thauMana-on, ad 

a s ir-- a, how s h a l l  I say, a p u t t i c g  down of a l l  

those  f o r c e s  who had worked f o r  McCarthy. That 's  what t h e  p r e s s  

sa id .  Is t h a t  what you th ink?  



- - S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Well, no, I mean, most of t he  pecple I would say who worked 

f o r  Brawn had been irnrolved i n  t h e  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ~4anaghad deen ve ry  

Tuzney Co bea t  him, d @reover, i t  was beir.g s a i d  of 
"C'htrd 	 / 

Awouldn't 	 know a n  i s s u e  i f  i t  h i t  him.' And t h a t  was t o t a l  

erL 

arathema t o  a ~ y b o d y  having come from CDC, a d -having been wi th  

McCarthy, o r  w i t h  Brown, and s o  i t  was r a t h e r  obvious t h a t  

we d i d n ' t  need another  "party hack." 

Chall : 	 Mat-attyou considered a par ty  hack, o r  Tunney? O r  both? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Both. [ laughs]  

Sa.Wntt 
Chall  : 	 Although t h e r e  a r e  people  i n  t h e  par ty  who f e l t  t h a t  S had been 

w i t h  the  par ty  many, many years ,  and was ar. except iona l  _. ..- -.-----

J-- ?xi-f 
S A h: 

admin i s t r a to r ,  and cared about t h e  party,'amYaTI fha t . l  

- 7 % ~ d $ n t s  h e  might be considered a par ty  hack?[l,ctci: 	 A 

S c h i l l e r : 	Yes. Absolutely. -$dl, l e t  me say th i s .  

I wasr.'t eager  t o  g e t  irnrolved 

ir .  a n  i n t e r - p a r t y  f i g h t ,  and i r .  a d m i ~ i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s ,  ar.d t o  

becom." lpgorder  t o  be or. the  execut ive  committee, you had t o  be 
9 -* 

&e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  convention, t o  b e , d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e ~ t a t i v e .  I t  was 

a hard b a t t l e ,  and sane th ing  I de tes ted .  

,l'&,'Jc. ;. 



Chal l  : 

S c h i l l e r :  

Cha l l :  

S c h i l l e r :  

n f l  


Chall : 

S c h i l l e r :  

--7 A4& LX 7 
You had t o  r u n  k d i s t r i c t - &  & 2 R I & U P Z / - Z ~ I * (  I--,/ 

A I)y, ,& 
'7-1-

/ 

I had t o  r u n  f o r  it, a n d  I had t o  r u n  a g a i n s t  a l l  k i n d s  of 

i n t e r e s t s  and some .peop le r  m was somebody q u i t e  

i m p o r t a r t  i n  t h e  pa r ty ,  ar?d l a t e r  on ar! o f f i c e h o l d e r  here,  a  

s e n a t o r  o r  a n  assemblyman, whom I beat. I managed t o  do t h a t  

w&L
because  t h e  f e e l i n g  -this d i s t r i c t  s o  s t r o n g  f o r  issues 
Qr,=C.rA..?+-m * ? L ~ t t . ~ d . , ? b. - t' 

. 
-a My r e a s o n  f o r  

t h a t  was  s t r i c t l y ,  I wanted t o  be somewhere where  I cou ld  h u r t  

him, o r  watch him. I ' l l  be  v e r y  h o n e s t  a b o u t  it. 

And who was '"he," t h a t  you b e a t ?  

Oh, I don't know. I t  was t o t a l l y  un impor tan t  who i t  was, r e a l l y .  

I t  was n o t  a n  un impor tan t  person, s h a l l  we say. Somebody who was  

of g r e a t  impor tance  l a t e r  o n  My memory i s  v e r y  foggy, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y - -

I t ' s  probably  i n  t h e  newspapers. 

I t  c o u l d  be, yes .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  is. I n a n y  c a s e ,  I ' m  o n l y  

m e r ? t i ~ n i n g  t h a t  because  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I g o t  d n t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
9 

p m m i t t e e ,  and t h e n  I became very  a c t i v e  immediate ly ,  
/ 

because  I wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  Manattwas do ing  wha t  I wanted 



him t o  do, and no t  what I thought 1.Ianattwas going t o  do. 

Chall  : Were you wrong about Maraewhen you got  t o  b.w him? 

S c h i l l e r :  Not e n t i r e l y  wrong. But it didc ' t  t a k e  very long; we were 

b a t t l i n g  each o ther  f o r  one or  two meetings. Then Chuck s a i d  t o  

me, "This i s  s i l l y .  Why don ' t  we work toge ther?"  

I sa id ,  'You're abso lu t e ly  r i gh t ,  Chuck. It 's silly. ' '  Now, 

I had recognized ve rv  qu ick ly  t h a t  h e  was a  f a ~ t a s t i corganizer ;  

he was a 2  e x c e l l e n t  cha i r ,  and f o r  what he was supposed t o  be 

doing, h e  was a  h e l l  of a  l o t  be t te r ra r .d  I ' m  say ing  t h a t  about  

my very c l o s e  f r i e n d  George Brown-than George B r w n  ever  would 

have beer, George Brown would have beer! a  d i s a s t e r  i n  t h a t  k i ~ d  

of a p o s i t i o x  Oh, no t  a s  f a r  a s  i s s u e s  were  concerned, 

obviously,  bu t  a s  a n  admin i s t r a to r .  

Chal l :  

I 

--. 
V>L-?rd ..f 

It's very i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  people w i l l  p&+up and v o t e  f o r  people 
a 

or. the b a s i s  of p r inc ip lea  w i t h o u t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t ha t ' s  po t  wkatr 

t h e  t a s k  t h a t  they're t o  be e l e c t e d  

fo r ,  ar.d t h a t  i f  you could surround the person who's a good 

admin i s t r a to r  w i th  t h e  i s s u e s  people, you might be a b l e  t o  dea l  

wi th  t h ings  i n  a ~ o t h e r  way. 

S c h i l l e r :  Well, i t  was t r u e  a t  t h e  t ime, and Chuck t o l d  me that.  He sa id ,  



"They say a b c u t  me t h a t  i f  a n  i s s u e  would h i t  me, I wouldn' t  

n o t i c e  it.'' 

I s a i d ,  'You make up y o u r  w n  mind a b o u t  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  

go ing  t o  argue." Very soon a f  t e r  t h a t ,  s i n c e  I used t o  be a 

f a i r l y  good t a c t i c i a n  too,  wher! i t  came t o  hand1 ir?g of p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n s ,  ar!d p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  of which  h e  i s  a p a s t  

m a s t e r ,  he  f o u ~ d  o u t  t h a t  h e  had come up a g a i n s t  somebody who 

k d
uEder c e r t a i r !  c i r c u m s t a c c e s  was  h i s  equal ,  s s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  would  

d e f e a t  him. Aqd h e  h a d n ' t  f i g u r e d  on t h a t .  

* I 

: L &r>-.rrr abi:k*>lii / P , L/ 

But  I have  t o  say oce  o t h e r  t h i n g  a b o u t  Chuck. When h e  

found o u t  t h a t  h e  was  de fea ted ,  he  took i t  w i t h  v e r y  good g race ,  

a c d  n a d e  t h e  b e s t  o u t  of i t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  The v e r y  b e s t  o u t  of i t  

f o r  h imse l f .  Acd t h a t  i s  how t h e  C a l i f o r ~ i a  Cornmissicn on 

D97f7 
P l a t f  orm ar!d I s s u e s  w a s  c rea ted .  & I t was my motior!  on  t h e  f l o o r ,  

ar!d Chuck w o d d  c e r t a i n l y  p r o t e s t .  Play it dowr!, n o t  speak t o  

t h e  i s s u e ,  ar.d j u s t  by a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  mar?ewer, p u t  i t  a s i d e  a s  

h e  h a d  been a b l e  t o  do w i t h  many t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  war!t 

t o  happer, And somet imes  h e  was  v e r y  c o r r e c t  and  v e r y  r i g h t  i n  

c o t  war!tiqg i t  t o  happen. 

He made a mis take .  I had t h e  votes .  He s h i f t e d  l i k e  t h a t .  

The f i r s t  t i m e  around h e  a p p o i n t e d  himse1.f chai rman;  h e  n w e r  d i d  

a q t h i n g  a b o u t  it. He w a ~ t e d  t o  be s u r e  i f  t h e r e  i s  such a t h i ~ g  



ar.d they want it ,  I ' d  b e t t e r  be t h e  chair.  h d made m e v i c e  

chair.  On the next  round, he  made me the cha i r  and he  

s a i d ,  "Oh, with whcm would you l i k e  t o  work a s  a  co-chair?" 

I s a id ,  "Yvor.r.e B U ~ K ~ ." 

tie l o o k e d  a t  me, and h e  s a i d ,  "If you car.  g e t  he r ,  be my 

guest.  " 

I ca l l ed  Yv0nr.e ar?d Yvo~ne  was gracious, and sa id ,  "Yes, I'd 

be del ighted.  " 

Chall : 	 What a team. ~ . . - ~ h n n - f : i i t y ? - - -

Chal 1:. 	 -i- So t h a t  was 1976. That's when you and Yv0r.r.e Burke were 

cc-cha i rs  of what? Could I be c l e a r  or. t h a t ?  

S c h i l l e r :  Of the  Calif  o rc i a  Commission on PlatEorm and Issues.  In  o t h e r  

words, t h e  r a t i o n a l  platform was w r i t t e r .  i n  CaliEornia,  f o r  

; 
,. 
- ,  Cal i forn ia ,  w d e r  our direct ior . ,  and s o  was the  f i r s t  



. / ' h e  f i r s t  t ime  where Chuck was t he  chair .  b u t  

e s s e n t i a l l y  never a t tended  a ry th ing ,  we made s u r e  of it i n  o the r  -
# 

/ 

ways, of g i v i c g  me t h e  r i g h t  s t a f f .  Which i s  much c l eace r  t han  

g e t t i n g  h i s  f i n g e r s  d i r t y .  

Chall : So ~ G U p la t form i s s u e s  t o  t he  nat iot la l  earapais#took t h a t  -

.J, conv en t ion .  

S c h i l l e r  : N a t i ~ n d  P l a t f  o m  Committee. 

Chall : 

s.&A-- _ , ..__._ _ ' 
,._"_. . . ,. . . ---- .- -.....-I-. 

a t  t h a t  t ime, and that? was in '72--20, t h a t  was something e l s e .  

I was a l s o  r ep re sen t i3g  c o t  j u s t  nor thern  Cal i forn ia ,  but  

Cal i f  orr.ia or? t h e  Nat ional  P l a t f  orm Committee hear ings.  That h a s  

, .LC' \ 
>.>., '\ 

Chall : What $sar was t h a t ?  

t'- ;Jt 
F,l' '\ 

\ , 
S c h i l l e r :  That  was i n  '7'2, w-

'1, ;' 

Chall : 

.. \. 

\ 

That was t h e  t.lcGover3 campaign? 

\ S c h i l l e r :  That was t h e ~ c G o v e r n  campaig?, y e s  I n  f ac t ,  I had completely 



1 

forgot ten .  &e does f o r g e t  t h e s e  th ings .  I was  t h e  m r t h e r n  
?P 

,' C a l i f o r n i a  chai rman f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  McGovern [ ~ h r i v e r ? ]. 
I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I had e v e r  done a n y t h i n g  f o r  M c G o v e r ~  I ' m  s o r r y  

w e l l ,  l e t ' s  see,  wha t  was  t h a t ?  There  was  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  McGovern 

/Lp/
campaign f  o r n s  tha t - -A 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. 
I 

I t  was  c a l l e d  t h a t  c o l l o q u i a l l y .  b u t  i t  was  someth ing  else--you 

were  i n  or?-- 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I was--and I was  r e p r e s e ~ t i n g  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  CDC's view, t h a t  was  

when J o h n  B u r t o p  was  p r e s i d e ~ t .  I was r e p r e s e n t k g  CDC's view. 

and I ' v e  a lways  made t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  when I r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i f  I nay add a few p e r s o c a l  comments, 

and t h e n  r e p r e s e n t  my p e r s o ~ a l  view, a t  which t i m e  I ment icned 

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime- - tha t  was ir! '71--the i n t e r i m  convent ion,  and  

t h a t  should  happen a t  interi.m-- 

I 
I 
i Chal l :  So t h a t  was 1971?
1 
1 

( s c h , l e r :  Yes. 



Chall : 	 So t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  before  t h e  McGovern-- 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Campaign. Yes. I t  might i n t e r e s t  you t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

around, when Chuck a g a i n s t  h i s  d e s i r e  became chairman of t h e  
J 1 	 I 

platform commission, he gave me a commission d i r e c t o r ,  ar?d 

the  execut ive  d i r e c t ~ z  of t h a t  commission was Gray Davis. Gray 

Davis was t h e  execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  commission, from t h e r e  /A 
f& 
.-. 

l.tn-h e r;uJ, 
went b r i e f l y  t o  the  om] Bradley campaign f o r  mayor, land f rdn 

\, t h e r e  ,was h i r ed  by J e r r y  Brown, and became h i s  execu t ive  

d i r e c t o r ,  as+ I ' v e  always s a i d  t o  J e r r y ,  had he--



-- .I 

& -td,lt.;rHy(Icua?,-A , C ~  - . --
?,,: U~<.~id4i!/./ca;7f.-.~ ~ , * ~ ' ; A * ~ , ~ ~ ~ - * - .  

,p- r,. *(: ,,, ' P 

LL-A n~ a!!+n-&r~ . 

Chal l :  [f i e  p roposa l  a t  Kansas C i t y ,  &mAvgb l e ,p rea  pw-twy, which -,;. 

b

JtXat was t h a t  p roposa l?  Was t h a t  t h e  new c o ~ s t i t l i t i o n  of t h e  

/ 
S c h i l l e r :  Yes. \ j e l l ,  I had a1 ready d u r i n g  t h e  !.lcGovern hear i r .gs ,  

,' 
which  were  c h a i r e d  by t h e  v i c e  c h a i r  he re ,  u*ir)rra-

I Burch Bayh, pd Burch Bayh and I had been f r i e n d s  f o r  q u i t e  scrne 

t ime. I t  was  v e r y  s t r a n g e ,  because  I had p repared  t h e  t e x t  a s  i f  

flcGovern u a s  i n  t h e '  c h a i r ,  and w a s  making a commentary about 
I

I '  
, , ,OC / Burch Bayh, and a l s o  had t o  make a  comment a b o u t  McGoverr. 

A .  1 

biI 1 $-' 
Ib'. i 

[ laughs] .  When y o u  r e a d  something,  and t h e n  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
J,/ +'.--( 

you don't mix t h a t  up was a lways  my headache a ~ d  my fea r .  I used 
* k '  


t o  be much b e t t e r ,  i n  speak igg  f r e e l y ,  n o t  u s i n g  any p repared  
I
!. 

i 
t e x t .  But  I had t o  i n  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  because  i t  was handed o u t  

\ t o  t h e  p ress ,  handed o u t  t o  t h e  commiss ioner ,  and a l l  thae .  So I 
! 
i, ma~aged .  But everybody l aughed  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  tha t - -because  t h e y  

a l l  had t h e  o t h e r  t e x t  i r .  f r o n t  of them. [ l aughs ]  How I q u i c k l y  

( chalged t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  two. 

Cha l l  : t h a t  I have 

What was i t  t h a t  f a i l e d ? '  

http:hearir.gs


w 
S c h i l l e r :  	 Well, is was a  proposal w i t h  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  wording. The 

wording t h a t  was u l t i m a t e l y  adopted was something t h a t  had been 

i n  t h e r e  f o r ,  o r  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t he  gecera l  publ ic ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

Democrats, f o r  about a month p r i o r  t o  Kar.sas City. I f0ur.d i t  

t o t a l l y  1ackir.g i r ~i ~ s p i r a t i o n ,  o r  say ing  anythir.g. I made t h e  

po i a t  t h a t  i t  was impor taa t ,  under t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  which t h e  

par ty  found i t s e l f ,  l l k w i t h  g r e a t e r  and g r e a t e r  apathy towards  

p a r t i c i p a t i o ~  i n  any par ty ,  l e ave  a lone  t h e  ~ e m o c r a t i c f r t y ,  t o  

say s0methir.g t h a t  perhaps might r a i s e  some of t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  

people were concerned about. A?d s i n c e  I was very much aware 
dat 


U hobody reads  p la t forms ,  nobody w e n  reads documents a t  

t h i s  t ime,  it had t o  be a  b r i e f  s ta tement  which, i n  capsu le  form, 

would s t a t e  what the  par ty  s t a ~ d s  f o r .  

I d i scussed  i t  beforehand w i t h  Terry Sanfcrd, who was t h e  

c h a i r  of t h a t  Kaasas City cor.vention, and he  was i n t r i g u e d  by it. 

But t h e r e  were of course o the r  powers a t  work, and ever! though i t  

was h a ~ d e d  i n  on time-the t e x t  t h a t  I had prepared- i t  

--had aever  been considered. 

I was i n  t h e  not-so-for tunate  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  I had beer. sonewhat i r . s t rumenta l  i n  w e ?  g e t t i n g  t h e  thought  

rL 
ac ros s  t h a t  t h e r e  ought t o  be i n t e r i m  co~ve r . t i ons ,  t h a t  i n  

wonderful 	caucus system t h a t  we had, I did not  g e t  e l e c t e d  a s  a 

de lega te ,  	 but  only a s  a n  a1 t e r ~ a t e .  That was because I had t o  go 



t o  San Franciscq, & was s t r i c t l y  San Franc isco  machir.e 
/
I 

operat ions.  t h a t  pushed c e r t a i n  people i n  whether they had 

a n y t h i ~ gt o  say or not.  I t  was t o t a l l y  immater ia l .  

So. I d i d  	go. and I would l i k e  t o  make a  compliment t o  Chuck 
[?77;tf)!!+J 

Marad. Chuck was ex t remely  helpful .  I n  order  f o  g e t  ~ t : n t eA 
f l o o r ,  i t  had t o  have an enormous number of s igna tures .  Chuck 

wept a l l  over t h e  f l o o r  t o  get  c o r r e c t  s i g c a t u r e s  f o r  me, ar.d so  

did others .  I Im+ got  t h e  s ignatures .  So i t  had t o  come u p  

But I k t . e " , s ~ w a s n ' t  anyth ing  t h a t  was going t o  happen I d id  
9 

present  it. I argued a g a i n s t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  one. o r  t h e  one t h a t  

had been proposed. I t  was defeated. Which I knew beforehand. 

Tha t ' s  t h e  way it worked. 

Chall  : 	 There a r e  ncw in t e r im  conventions. c0r.f erecces.  Do you t h i ~ k  

t h a t  they have any va lue  o r  any e f f e c t  or. the  par ty  a t  all? 

Sch i l . l e r :  	 No. I don't t h ink  they have much value. o r  much e f f e c t  cn t h e  

party. My main purpose i r ?  advoca t ing  i t  was t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  

I t  was t o  take t h e  w r i t i n g  of t h e  platform-the i s s u e s  

d i s c u s s i o n s ~ a w a y  from t h e  i n f luence  of candida tes  and the  

p re s su re s  e x i s t i ~ g  i n  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  canpaigr? 

determine wi thou t  undue i n f l u e n c e  what i t  s t ands  for .  and then-- 

i t ' s  s t i l l  my old Engl i sh  her i tage .  I'm s o r r y ' t o  say--have t h e  

candida tes  who share  t h a t  b e l i e f  say* t h a t  i s  the  p la t fc rm I 



star .d on. There  have beer. a number of a t t e m p t s  i n  t h a t  

1d i r e c t i o n ,  	 and c e r t a i n )  w h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  beer. do ing  w a s  i z  t h a t  
I ea A 

d i r e c t i o n ,  and  h a s  been i m i t a t q  two  o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

sir.ce. But, a s  w e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  t a k e s  a long,  l o n g  t i m e ,  and 

i t  may oze of t h e s e  days  happen, and  i f  i t  does  happen, I 'm g l a d  

t o  see& I may a l s o  d ie .  

C h a l l :  	 I t h i n k  we've probably  covered a l l  t h e  issues,,  g u t  you  d i d  say 

t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  Tunney-George Brown s e n a t e  campaign%- t h e  

i s s u e  of an t i -Semi t i sm arose.  Was t h a t  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  made by 

T u ~ n w? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, I ' m  s o r r y ;  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  say that .  What I d i d  say  was t h a t  

T u n ~ w  accused  Brown, a t  S t a n f o r d ,  i n  a c o r . f r o n t a t i o n  d u r i ~ g  t h e  

p r imary  campaign, of beir .g a n t i - I s r a e l ,  which is q u i t e  d i f f  e r e n t  

from beir.g a n t i - S e m i t i c .  Which was  t o t a l l y  untrue.  I t  was based  
&I 

or, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we s t i l l  f a c e  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  w e n  w i t h  
; ~ : ~ & , t ~ f i , ~  	 6.cLL CWd 

+Latea B a r b a r a  Boxer, t h a t  when $&e opposed t o  t h e  amount of 

money t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  sper.ds or. armamer.ts, and y o u  v o t e  on t h e  

budget ,  t h a t  v e r y  o f t e n  money t h a t  i s  t o  go t o  o t h e r  ati ions a s  

f o r e i g n  a i d  i s  b e i n g  lumped i n  w i t h  t h i s .  ?Though I do n o t  b o w  && 
2dL ?IL?z .: 

A i n  George Brown's c a s e 0  I happen t o  know i n  Barbara ' s  casef t h a t  

. - 9 .  ..t h i s  happens, t J ~ - y ,when she ' s  

opposed t o  t h e  budget  i t e m  a s  such,  which h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  

I s r a e l  a s  such, b u t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e r  i s s u e ,  do we want  t o  spend 

http:armamer.ts


a l l  our money on arms, t h a t  when s h e  v o t e s  a g a i z s t  t h a t ,  t h a t  

i n n e d i a t e l y  t h e  r eac t io r .  is, you're no t  r e s p o ~ s i v e  t o  the  r.eeds 

of I s r ae l .  It 's a f a r  cry from tha t ,  because she i s  very nuch so 

i r ?  favor  of I s r a e l ,  and t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  I s r a e l .  I kcow George 

Erowr. very wel l ,  extremely wel l ;  we have beer. very c l o s e  during 

!'ri 2, 
h i s  campaign and ever s ince ,  and s t i l l  are .  , u s t 2 6 t  married. 

Chall  : 	 Yes, I  read t h a t  t h e  o the r  day. Well, t h i s  did h u r t  h i s  

campaigr?, did it no t?  That accusa t ioc?  

S c h i l l e r :  	 That h u r t  h i s  campaign. In  f a c t ,  being d0r.e r i g h t  here,  i r .  t h e  

Bay Area, where t h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  a number of J ewi sh  f a m i l i e s  who 

av7L 
a voqr a c t i v e l y  a  e  f  fec t ive ly / f i*ance  and suppor t  

CT-? . ,

Israe?, #is had t e r r i b l e  ;epurcussions. And he knew' i t  was 
f i  

wrong; h e  h e w  t h a t  wasn't t h e  case. Ar).d he  used i t  ir, a cynica l  

fashion.  j u s t  i n  order  t o  ga in  t h a t  advantage, which he didn ' t  

have up t o  t h a t  poir,t. He was b e h i ~ d .  I f o w d  i t  t e r r i b l e ,  and 

frat lkly I had g r e a t  t r o u b l e  C suppor t i cg  him i r .  a ~ y t h i n g .  And 

A 
t he  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  is. t h a t  when he  rar! f o r  r w e l e c t i o n ,  we 

had hard ly  ever  t a lked  sir .ce t h a t  time. 

We rar? i r? to  each otheri(pss a n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  par ty ,  I had t o  

J' 5 i '  
t a l k  t o  him. & was p o l i t e ,  bu tAd idn t t  r e a l l y  l i k e  him. A t  t h e  

4
t i m e  when he  rar. f o r  r g j e l e c t i o n ,  I go t  a c a l l  from him ar,d he 

sa id ,  "I would a sk  you t o  i r i t roduce me a t  t h e  CDC cor.ver.ti~r," 



CDC d idn ' t  l i k e  hin@hnd f o r  me of all people t o  i c t roduce  

h in  a t  t h e  CDC convectioc--I s a i d ,  "John, I c a n ' t  do t h a t . "  

He sa id ,  'Would you do i t  i f  I tell you t h a t  George asked 

you s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  do t h a t ? "  

I s a id ,  "Johtl, i f  George asked me, I might do c e r t a i n  

th ings .  But I waat  George t o  t e l l  me." 

W i t h i c  ha l  f  an hour, George was c a l l i n g  me, and h e  sa id ,  "Do 

i t  f o r  me. I t ' s  abso lu t e ly  e s s e c t i a l . "  

I s a id ,  "I a g r e e  i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  h e  g e t s  reKelected, but  

what can I do w i t h  CDC a t  t h i s  po in t ,  t o  be t he  oae t o  a d v ~ c a t e  

t h a t  CDC endorse him? I t ' s  cever  going t o  happen. " 

I was very ur.easy about  it, a s  ~ G Ucan imagine. I had t o  

s t e p  ou t  of t h e  cha i r ;  I was c h a i r i c g  t h a t  conve~ t io r ,  d I did 

i n t roduce  him. He d i d n ' t  make i t .  

He didc '  t 	make what? 

. 
S c h i l l e r :  	 He d ida ' t  g e t  t h e  endorsemefit. Nobody go t  it. That much is--I 

t h i c k  nobody g o t  i t .  Bu t ,  i n  any c a s e ,  h e  d i d  b e t t e r .  I mean, I 
7 



Chal l  : 	 You knew t h a t  t h a t  would happen. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I knew that .  Yes. A P ~i t  was  no problem. ~ & c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  

a l s o  one of t h o s e  s t r a n g e  s i t u a t i o c s .  He was  v e r y  g r a t e f u l ,  and 

s i ~ c e r e l yso. I wep t  s p e c i a l l y  t o  L o s  Angeles  t o  s i t  w i t h  him. 
-0 

*Td u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  right. q u i e a y  w i t h d r e w  and w k ~ t  home. 

I d i d n ' t  w e n  have t h e  h e a r t  t o  say,  " I ' m  so r ry . "  

Chall  : 	 That was a p r e t t y  d i s a s t r o u s  campaign. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, it was. 

C h a l l :  	 Well ,  t h e  Dercocrats d id  i t  t o  themselves ,  t o  some degree.  

S c h i l l e r :  	 I-:ell. of course .  He d i d  i t  t o  h i m s e l f ,  t o o ,  ir! c e r t a i n  ways. 

C h a l l :  S i x  y e a r s  bef o r e - - t h a t  d i v i s i v e n e s s ,  t h e  s c h i s ~  t h a t  developed,  s 

h a v e  l o n g  l i v e s .  That  was  a l o n g  l i f e ,  because  t h i s  was 1976, 

a f t e r  a l l .  

/A ( . c ~/n z ~ ~ . / 9 7 a e  
I

S c h i l l e r :  	 W e l l ,  you w a ~ t e d  t o  kcow why I was  s t i l l  on t h e  board,  and why I 

was s t i l l  a c t i v e  i r ?  CDC. The r e a s o n  i s  s imp le$ -

Cha l l :  	 And what was CDC a t  t h a t  t ime? 



S c h i l l e r :  Well, CDC a t  t h a t  t ime was a l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  again. but  no t  much. 

abolit t e n  t o  elever.  thousand people s t i l l  i n  CDC, bu t  i t  

used t o  be a l l  the  old $kand very few new faces. I f e l t  

t h e r e  had t o  be a c h a ~ g c .  The reasoE I was s t i l l  around is t h a t  
t 


the board of d i r e c t o r s  of CCIC e l ec t ed  me t o  be the  permanent 

conventicn c h a i d a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Nate Holde~- l a t e r  sena tor  

C&#
Nate Holden, was ruaning f o r  p r e s i d e n t  e was a v i c e  -
5 

p r e s i d e a g  and h e  had i t  put " t o  h i s  own mind-he'was going t o  
d+..;r c L 

ru% z-y&toI ?; resigzed,  and h i s  temporary 
I 

L
rep1 acem ent,  Ern ie  Hartz,  was i n  Japan  on duty and work, 

something, and couldr.'t be ther'e, So I was e l ec t ed  t o  run t h e  

convention, because Nate Hol. der. sa id ,  " I ' m  t h e  v ice-pres ident ,  

I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r u n  t h e  convent ion."  I s a i d ,  "You c a n ' t  r u n  a 

c o m e ~ t i o n  a t  which you hop? t o  'be e l ec t ed ,  Nate!" 

"That's racism!" A-

*Nates however, was very gra te f  ul f o r  the  way I r an  t h e  

cornrent io~i  He was e lec ted ,  and a t  t he  end of the cor.ventior?, i n  

a very p ice  s tatement , ;: sa id  t h a t  h e  c rea ted  - . ? w  job f o r  me. 

because i t  was necessary f o r  me t o  s t i c k  around, and t o  be t h e  

advisor  and s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a r i t  t o  t h e  president .  Soutlds 

wonderf ~l-- '~spec5.al  a s s i s t a n t  t o  the  president." And then from 

t h a t  t ime or?, I was reappointed a s  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a z t  t o  t h e  

p re s iden t  a s  long  a s  h e  was i:- off ice.  369Wally [Wallace] 



I 

A l b e r t s o c  w a s  runnir?g f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  s o  t h i s  was  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  
b 9 7 0  

and t h e  f i r s t  woman running Eor p r e s i d e r ? ~  K a l l a c e  Alber tson,  

u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  Wal1.y. 

Wally con t inued  that--of c o u r s e  I o f f e r e d  my r e s i g n a t i o n ,  

s a i d ,  '2ook, Wally. J u s t  app0ir . t  somebody e l s e  Eor a  c h a ~ g e .  

You have  t o  g e t  new blood i n t o  t h i s ;  r?ew youx=ger people." "No. 

no, nor I want YOU." 

Well, a s  1or.g zis Wallace  Albertsor? was  p r e s i d e n t .  I s t a y e d  

i n  t h e  same r o l  % And though s h e  was much more c a p a b l e  t o  rur. t h e  

rough and tough p a r t s  of t h e  cor?vention, thar? Nate. i t  f r e e d  h e r  

f o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  which e s s e ~ t i a l l y .  f o r  a  p r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  a  

c o w e r , t i o n  t i m e  a r e  much more importapt .  So I used t o  run t h e  

c o w e n t i o n  and c h a i r  it, a s  temporary c h a i r ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  

'i m-' 
f i r s t  otle, ,,I was permanent chair .  When Wally A l b e r t s o n  h e w  s h e  

wasn' t  going t o  r u n  aEy more. a t  t h e  er?d of t h e  convention.  I 

anr,ounced t h a t  i t  was t i m e  f o r  somebody e l s e  t o  s t e p  i n t o  t h i s .  

9 :.z; a4 --3 
and4 res igned  from thafa-Which d i d n ' t  Kean t h a t  I had ;esigned[fim '"1 
b u t  e s s e n t i a l l y  I have n o t  beer? s e e n  i n  CDC aEpmore.  

-5's p o t  r ~ y  i n c l  i~sition.  because  t h e  c l u b s  

i n  t h i s  cow-ty  have d ied  durir?g t h e  t i m e .  They s t a r t e d  t o  d i e  

t h e  moment I stopped be ing  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I had 
2 0 0 3  ~- t . : , . - r - r :~&-

rr ti W s a t  t h e  t i m e  when I was runn ing  f o r  
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v i c e - p r e s i d e ~ t  and was  defea ted ,  and my succe s so r  w i t h i n  weeks 

had i t  down t o  f i v e  hundred. From t h e r e  on  i t  went down, u n t i l  

Lfu 2- a l l  of a sudden they all were d i sso lved .  

Chal l  : There  was one c r i t i c i s m  about  t h e  CDC, w e n  i n  i t s  heyday, a cd  

t h a t  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l a c k  of p roper  communication between 

t h e  c e c t r a l  headqua r t e r s  and t h e  c lubs ,  t h a t  t h e  c l u b s  E w e r  knew 

what  was expected of them, and v i c e  v e r s a ,  ar.d t h a t  t h i s  was one 

of t h e  problems of t h e  CDC. 

S c h i l l e r :  Well ,  i t  i s  one of those  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  a  l a r g e  state, p lu s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  CDC E w e r  had money. This  i s  one of t h o s e  h o r r i b l e  

t h ing& I used t o  do a l l  t h e  work of d i s t r i b u t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

t he  p ress ,  and everybody e l s e ,  r i g h t  h e r e  o u t  of my own office--

t y p i p g  i t  my sel f, c r ank ing  i t  ou t  on two mimeo machines which 

belonged t o  m e ,  @%at  i s  a 0r.e t i m e  a t  l e a s e  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  

ways t h e r e  was i ~ f o r n a t i o n  goir,g out. I was running ar! o f f i c e  

myself ,  by myself. You k ~ o w ,  you can ' t  do t h i s  all t h e  t i m e  a q  a 

v o l  unteer .  

Cha l l  : Don Bradley s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  was a1ways a  problem w i t h  t h e  CDC, 

r a i s i n g  mot..ey, (rr3 t h a t  they never  had enough t o  r e a l l y  do a  

proper  campaign, t h a t  they were  a lways  hav ing  t o  g e t  mopey from 

4 
t h e  par ty  r e g u l a r s  o r  t h e  candidates .  Ile s a i d  t h a t  i r .  t h o s e  

days*I don't know whether  i t ' s  t r u e  any m n c r e - m  l i b e r a l s  



never  gave ar?y money. ' b ' . - - m  e  Republ i c a n s  

would r e a l l y  g i v e  and s a c r i f i c e ,  b u t  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  w e n  h a v i n g  

t h e  money f e l t  t h a t  maybe f i f t e e r *  twezty ,  t w e n t y e f i v e  d o l l a r s  

would be enough. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 I n  f a c t ,  t h e  more af  f l u e n t  t h e  a r e a  i s  e x p e r i e n c e  

h a s  been t h a t  t o  r a i s e  money i n  Marin i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  

t o  r a i s e  i t  i n  San Francisco,  i n  t h e  poorer  d i s t r i c t s .  To g e t  

rn0r.w o u t  o f  Marir. i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  imposs ib le .  You t a l k  t o  some 

of t h e  peop le  who--and I dor?'t count people 's  money, b u t  who a r e  

a f f l u e n t ,  very  a f f l u e n t ,  asld you a s k  f o r  twenty  and twer i ty-f ive  

d o l l a r s ,  o r  heaven f o r b i d  a hundred t happen.. 

Cha l l  : 

. .
e - ~ r i g i s l a l l y .  when ~ C Ug o t  cinto t h e  c e n t r a l  commit tee ,  

somebody had t o  a p p o i n t  you. Who was  t h a t ,  do  you know? I t  had 
H r l r E r t ! / + e , . d ,  17A-n< 

t o  be a l e g i s l a t o r  i r .  t h o s .  'day@ 
C-

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. b - d  I ' m  s o r r y  I can' t  t e l l  y o u  o f fhand  who was t h e  f i r s t  

@&+IY~
one who a p p o i ~ t e d  me. Bfbwn d i d  a p p o i n t  me wher. h e  was  governor 

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m &  

Cha l l :  	 You went on b e f o r e  t h a t  I t h i ~ k ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h ~ $  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes, I was; and I ' m  sorry .  I j u s t  can ' t  remember which one of  



Chall : 
.-," 

S c h i l l e r :  

S c h i l l e r :  

t h e  peop le  a c t u a l l y  did. Maybe--I probably  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  all of 

_--_.I*--

t h i s .  

/ All r i g h t .  t h e n  l e t  m e  go 

on t o  wha t  you c a l l e d  i n  y o u r  o u t l i n e  y o u r  "pub l i c  l i f e . "  which  

is r e a l l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of your  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  J e r r y  Brown 

a p p o i ~ t e dyou  t o  BCDC. Bay a n s e r v a t i o r .  ar.d Development 

Commission, ir. blarch. 1978. I have t h e  r e s o l u t i o r ?  [ l o o k i n g  

through p a p e r s ]  t h a t  I go t  o u t  of t h e  BCDC o f f i c e s .  

!.lell. I cou ld  have  giver? t h a t  t o  you. .r 
ca,,.t~tl 

Well. I l i k e  t o  be i r e p a r e d .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  J e r r y  Brown a p p o i n t e d  

you. bM a t  was t h e  reason?  Did h e  know t h a t  y o u  were  

i ~ t e r e s t e di n  t h e  BCDC? 

Yes. T h i s  goes  r e a l l y  back t o  a  t i m e  t h a t  h e  a p p o i ~ t e d  me t o  t h e  

s t a t e  committee. I t  was  a  v e r y  s t r a r ,ge  thir.g. L e t  me j u s t  

n e c t i o n  t h a t  q u i c k l y .  

I r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l  l a t e  i r ,  t h e  a f t e r r o o n - - i t  was  abou t  4:45--

i n  the  o f f i c e .  The persor. on t h e  phoze s a i d .  "Mr. S c h i l l e r ? "  

I s a i d ,  "Yes?" 



"This i s  t h e  governor's office." I thought  i t  was a joke. 

"Yes." "The governor wants  t o  t a l k  t o  you, j u s t  a moment." A 

vo i ce  which I kr.ew r a t h e r  w e l l  said,  "Hello, Hans. Are you 

wil1ir .g  t o  accep t  a n  appoiritment f r a n  me?" 

I sa id .  "Depe~ds what i t  is, J e r ry .  'I 

He s a i d ,  "I haver . ' t  g o t  ar.y t ime .  I t ' s  a d e a d l i n e 1  So s a y  

y e s  o r  EO, a r e  you wi1l i r .g  t o  accept?"  

\.]hat do you t e l l  a governor when h e  a s k s  you a r e  you w i1 l i r .g  

t o  accept  a n  appointmezt? I s a id ,  " A l l  r igh t .  J e r ry .  I' 

He said.  "Stay on t h e  l i c e .  I ' l l  be back, arid somebody e l s e  

w i l l  be l a t e r  on t h e  l i n e  t o  ge t  d e t a i l s  f ron you, but s t ay  or! 

t h e  l i c e .  I ' l l  be back t o  you. I h a v e  t o  c a l l  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of 

s t a t e  r i g h t  -r.ow!It [ laughs] I t  was, a s  always, a t  t h e  l a s t  l a s t  

l a s t  moment, t h a t  he  had made h i s  appointments,  acd he  was 

ca1l i r .g  r i g h t  then and t h e r e  He had t o  i n €  orm t h e  s ec re t a ry  of 

s t a t e ,  s t i l l  i n  time t o  ge t  i t  on. 

He came back w i t h i n  about a minute, ar?d sa id ,  "Okay, t h a t ' s  

t h a t .  Now, a s  t o  the  ccnd i t i oc s .  " 

I s a i d ,  "Jerry!  You haven ' t  t o l d  me y e t  what i t  is!" 



"Oh,w' h e  said,  "S ta te  Central  Committe." Kir.d of,  you k r . ~ ,  

shrugging i t  o f f .  [ laughter1 

I sa id ,  "Oh, thack you. " 

H e  said,  T?ow, a s  t o  t h e  c o ~ d i t i o n s . "  There was a moment's 

s i lence,  M a t  does one say t o  a  govertlor wher. h e  te l l s  you t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  cor.ditions t o  a n  appointment? 

I said,  "I,!ay I f i n d  o u t  what they are ,"  j u s t  t o  gair. a 

1ittle time. 

He said. IQf course." I was r e a l l y  worried, because I've 

beer. kr.owr? t o  t e l l  t o  people t h ings  t h a t  ope shouldn't  t e l l  

c e r t a i r .  people. I used t o  have a f a i r l y  hot  temper; I s t i l l  do. 

J e r r y  said,  'Number one, you dor.'t owe me a q -  e x p l a ~ a t i o r !  or. how 

you vote." [ laughs]  I €elt s o  re l ieved ,  arid I sa id ,  'Thank you 

J e r r y ,  t h a t '  s a  wonder£ ul condit ion.  '' 

"A:d seco~ldly,"  h e  said,  "you do.r1t owe me acythicg, ar,d 

a q  explaslatior. a t  a l l .  You're your OWE person. You do a s  you 

please. Now, i f  you want t o  d i scuss  sornethicg w i t h  me, you know 

hcw t o  g e t  .?hold of me, don ' t  you?" 



-- 

I said, '  "Yes." 

Chall  : 	 Thi s  was h i s  a p p o i ~ t m e n t  of you t o  t h e  Democratic S t a t e  Central  

Committee? 

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. So t h a t  was number one. And, then a f t e r  two years ,  

normally,  ar.d I had been through t h i s  otlce bef ore, o r  FlcCabe had 

appointed me--now I remember. George McCabe had appointed me. 

I!ormally, you s t ay  on f o r  two y e a r s  and i f  there ' s  r.o c h a ~ g e ,  

you're being put on a g a i n  And 3L was cur ious  t h a t  a f t e r  two 

y e a r s  I didr. 't  ge t  anyth ing  o u t  of the  governor's o f f i c e  sayir.g 

t h a t  I was being continued. Ir. f a c t ,  a t  t h a t  poir.t, whoever t h e  

c h a i r  was a t  t h e  t ime-I guess i t  must have been M a r a t e w a s  very  

i n t e r e s t e d  ir!keeping me on the re .  I was on t h e  execut ive  

committee, s t e e r i n g  committee, ar.d h a ~ d l i n g  the  platform. 

didn'  t g e t  acy information. 

F ina l ly ,  I t h i n k  I t a lked  t o  Kana=, I t o l d  him, and h e  

sa id ,  "You haven't  got ter .  a ~ y t h i n g  from acybody? Let  me check 

a r o m d  i r .  t h e  s t a t e ,  i f  a~ybody  has anyth ing  l e f t  over, maybe 

they can put you on, and I can j u s t  a sk  somebody f o r  a favor." 

Well, nobody had anything. i w wYes, somebody must have 

had something, because I did ge t  somethicg. I t h i c k  i t  was 

[Alan] Cranston who d i d .  

I 



a t  t h e  t ime,  f o r  McCarthy t o  campaign f o r  him. 
A 

b ~ t a m ~ B ~ i  
I r a n  i n t o  J e r r y  ekse  a n d  I sa id .  Why d i d d t  

y o u  l e t  me haw?11  

"Let  you know what?"  

"That you  d i d a '  t conti.sl.ue me. " 

"I didr?' t ?  " 

"No. " 

h r n b  And t h e n  h e  looked ar0ur.d 	 , "I i :'t do tha t .  -- 0 

I b e t t e r  t a l k  t o  Gr&, and f i g d ' o u t  why he dropped you. " 

I r e a l i z e d w h y  GR&J
@-' 

had dropped me. 

w 
Chal l  : 	 Why had G r f i  dropped you? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 G r f t  was v e r y  i a s e c u r e ,  when I f i r s t  met him. He was  a  ve ry  n i c e  

i;uy, and worked v e r y  h a r d  67n t h e  Eirst p l a t f o r m ,  b u t  ve ry ,  v e r y ,  

v e r y  ambi t ious .  ' +h- &.e asked me about 

e v e r y t h i n g ,  agd he's been 5.: :~r.ing h e r e  f o r  h o u r s  a t  a t i n e ,  go ing  

o v e r  t h e  t e x t  of m e r y t h i n g  Ir t h e  ecd, he dec ided  G r k ;  was 



more i m p o r t a c t  t h a n  t h e  c h a i r  of t h e  committee,  and h e  w r o t e  a n  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  f i rs t  p l a t f o r m ,  3t 's n o t  t h i s  om. P r i o r  t o  

that .  I wasn ' t  mentioced. I meax?, I was  l i s t e d ,  yes,  of course.  

But  he  d i d n ' t  a s k  me whe the r  I wanted t o  say anything.  That  was  

~urnber  one. 

Aqd the?+ t h e r e  was  t h e  o c c a s i o n  i o  Los  Angeles  where  t h e  

p l a t f o r m  was t o  be adopted by t h e  s t a t e  commit tee ,  and i t  was  a  

b i g  a f  f a i r .  I t  w a s  a  lunch,  and abou t  t w o  thousand p e o p l e  showed 

up. C r a n s t ~ nwas t h e  f e a t u r e d  speaker ,  and i t  s a i d  i n  t h e  

prcgram t h a t  h e  was  going t o  i n t r o d u c e  Cranston--Gray. 
Q- Gr&y5 had 

s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  commission, 

Pn t h e  ve ry  beginping,  i n  t h e  morning, when t h e  h e a r i n g  s t a r t e d ,  

and v e r y  soon.".(o s t  c o n t r o l .  
P 

I hadn' t  s a i d  a n y t h i ~ g ;  I was  j u s t  s i t t i n g  the re .  A l l  o f  a  

suddez,  a  v e r y  f l u s t e r e d  ~ rgs a i d ,  ' W i l l  y o u  t a k e  over,  p lease ,  

Hans? '' 

I did. But t h i s  gave me a  l i t t l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  made him 

t i c k ,  and I u ~ d e r s t a n dit. A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  wanted t o  be  i n  p u b l i c  

of f i c e ,  and h e  made it. Iiow he's made a  ve ry  e x c e l l e c t  

assemblyman, and d u r i n g  J e r r y ' s  a d m i g i s t r a t i o n  he's done n o r e  

t h a n  most  peoplefuow. But ~ r f kwas a o t  v e r y  e a g e r  t o  c o o t i n u e  me 

i n  any o f f i c e .  That  t o o  h a s  changed, i n c i d e n t a l l y .  He h a s  beer? 



very  h e l p f u l  t o  me, i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  I had w r i t t e a  agd pursued  

l a t e r  o n  So, i n  any case ,  J e r r y  s a i d ,  'Would you  l i k e  t o  do 

someth iag  e l  s e ? "  

I s a i d ,  "Sure. " 

"Okay," h e  sa id .  "1'11 as^ my 	 s e c r e t a r y  t o  c a l la p p o i ~ t m e ~ t  

you and maybe you  can come and s e e  h e r  i a  Sacramento,  and d i s c u s s  

what y o u  migh t  be i n t e r e s t e d  ir, I f  it 's a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I--where 

t h e r e ' s  a  v a c a z c y ,  I'd b e  v e r y  happy  t o  d o  i t ." But .  J e r r y  b e i n g  

J e r r y .  I d i d  go, I d i d  i r ~ d i c a t e  wha t  I was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and i t  

was e i t h e r  the-- 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wel l ,  i t  took  a  l o n g  t i m e .  About a y e a r  a f t e r  he had d i s c u s s e d  

i t  w i t h  me, I c a l l e d  a  number o.f t imes .  I c a l l e d  Sacramento  

t o  Eir,d ou t ,  because  I was  t o l d ,  be ready. I wanted t o  go o n  

v a c a t i o n ,  i t  was summer, and g o t h i n g  happeaed. F i r a l l y ,  I Eomd 

out. ''Oh, yes. The g o v e r r o r  h a s  t o l d  m e  t o  t a k e  every  s t e p  t o  

app0 i r . t  you: he ' s  w i l l i n g  t o  a p p o i n t  you, b u t  he ' s  a l s o  asked  me 

t o  f i n d  t w o  o t h e r  peop le  t o  compare you t o ! "  Ard t h a t  w a s  

t y p i c a l  o f  J e r r y  Brown, and h e  i c s i s t e d  on i?temiew&& d i d a ' t  
/ 



I 

i n t e r v i e w  me, he  kcew me t o o  wel l .  But h e  i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e  o t h e r  

two, and then  s a i d ,  "Go ahead. Appoint  him." 

Even f u m i e r  was t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  had appo in ted  me, 

saw h i a  a t  a  f u c d r a i s e r  i n  San Francisco,  n o t  f o r  him, and h e  

c a n e  by t h e  t a b l e s ,  and h e  s a i d  t o  me,a l i t t l e  on t h e  c h i d i n g  

s i d e  and a l i t t l e  a c t i n g  e m i o u s z h e  s a i d ,  "I 'm be ing  t o l d  t h a t  

f o r  once I 've made a good appointment.  What do you do t o  a l l  

t h e s e  people?  They a l l  seem t o  know you and l i k e  you! What's 

t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  you?"  [ laughs]  

Chal l  : 	 So, you  went  on t h e  board, and t h e n  a  few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  you were  

appo in ted  v i c e  c h a i r m a n  J o e  Houghtel ing a t  t h e  t i m e  was 

chairman, wasn ' t  he?  

S c h i l  l . e r  : 	Yes. 

Ch a1I. : 	 And s o  i t  was a f t e r  J o e  Houghtelir?g resi,;ned o r  r e t i  red f i n a l l y  

t h a t  you became t h e  chairma?. 

S c h i l l  e r  : 	Yes. 

Chal l  : 	 Well,  what was your  i n t e r e s t  i n  BCDC? 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Wel l ,  my i ~ t e r e s twas, aga in ,  n o t h i n g  new. I have been 



i n t e r e s t e d  i 3  t h e  emirozm en t  and emiror . rnenta1 design,  i n  

pl .anring,  and c e r t a i r . 1 ~  i n  t h e  beauty of t he  bay, which I 

c o z s i d e r  one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t s ,  -*en I f i r s t  bought t h i s  

h o u s e f 1  could s e e  t he  bay from h e r e  I t  was f i l l e d .  I t  was 

t h a t  k ind  of  t h i n g  t h a t  made i t  very c l e a r  t o  n e  t h a t  something 

had t o  be d o n e  TI would have l i k e d  t o  be  invo lved  i n  i t ,  and I 

was i w o l v e d  i n  it. And mcre than  t h a t ,  thar.  j u s t  isnrolved, I 

had c e r t a i n  s u c c e s s e s  acd ce r  t a i n  disappointments .  I probably 

was one of t h e  n o s t  a c t i v e  commissioners  t h e  ccmmission has  had, 

i n  a  l o n g  t i n e  That i s  n o t  t o  say any th ing  a g a i n s t  anybody 

e l s e ;  i t ' s  j u s t  my s t y l e  t o  devote  mysel f  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  t o  

t h i n g s  that- -

Chal l  : Were you r e t i r e d  by t h a t  t ime? 

S c h i l l e r :  No. I ' m  n o t  r e t i r e d  now. e i t h e r .  Sorry t o  say!  

* 
Chal l  : Oh. Youke c e r t a i n l y  or! a  l o t  of committees,  

commission or. q u i t e  a  r.umber of committees.& 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

S c h i l l e r :  Yes. That i s  co r r ec t .  I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  t ake  

c a r e  of P o n e of t h e  wor s t  s i t u a t i 0 r . s  i r .  

t h e  whole  bay, namely Richardson Bay. I brought  & t h e  i d e a  of 

t h e  Richardsor.  Bay plar? two y e a r s  be fo r e  t h e  commissior! f i n a l l y  

agreed  t o  do something about  i t  A t  t h a t  tiroe, Joe  was opposed 



t o  it, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  was opposed t o  it, ar.d you  don't 

g e t  v e r y  f a r  i f  t h e  c h a i r  and t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  a r e  opposed. 

;;y r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  J o e  was  a  s t r a n g e  one. I l i k e  J o e ;  I 

th i r .k  h e  was  a 2  e x c e l l e n t  cha i r .  J o e  was  l e e r y  of me. He 

d i d n ' t  1i k e  sore ebody who urs o b v i o u s l y  had p o l i t i c a l  

a m b i t i o r . ~ ,  a s  h e  though t  I %. Very soon a f t e r  I b e t  on  

t h e  ~ ~ r n r ~ i s s i o r , ~ I  t h i ~ khe1&. done t h a t  w i t h  everybody who e v e r  

g o t  on  t h e  cornmissio%- e i n v i t e d  me t o  a  ve ry  e l e g a n t  l u n c d t  4 

h i s  club--I  f o r  e t  which c l u b  i t  was--doesn't make apy 4.. 

d i f f e r e n c w - m  k i ~ dof  l e c t u r e d  me a  l i t t l e  b i t  -' t h a t  I 

shou ld  g e t  my f e e t  w e t  b e f o r e  I become s o  a c t i v e  and say  th izgs ,  

&bf t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l l  t h e s e  exper ienced  cornrnissior.ers who 

reser . t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I ' m  maki2g judgnen t s  ar?d t e l l i n g  them abou t  

plar .r in6.  

1 s a i d ,  "Joe, I a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  tha t .  3 u t  don' t  you  r e a l i z e  

t ~ a t1 an t h e  only 0r.e i n  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o ~  on t h i s  c o m m i s s i ~ n ? ' ~  

'Wel l ,  you're c o t  s t a f f ,  you see." Acd h e  made t h a t  s t r i . , c t  

I' 
d i s t i n c t i o r , '  t h i s  i s  s t a f f ,  and t h i s  i s  y o u r  j o b  a s  a 

commissior.er. You a r e  n o t  supposed t o  i ~ v o l v e  y o u r s e l  f i n  t h e s e  

I/ 

h 

th ings .  And t h e  f u t . . ~  t h i n g  i s ,  a f t e r  I g o t  t o  k ~ o w  J o e  much 

6h L ~ 8 . w  

b e t t e r ,  and g o t  everybody e l s e  much b e t t e r ,  I was  beir.g 

t o l d  t h a t  when he  g o t  on t h e  commissior., y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  h e  
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had doce e x a c t l y  t h e  same thing,  -*at h e  saw--and I don't 

v
blame him f o r  tha t - - i s  somebody n i g h t  wac t  t o  push him a s i d e .  He

C 

knew t h a t  I was c l o s e  t o  t h e  gcvernor, ar.d h e  had a f e e l i s g  h e  

wasc' t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  the  governor, r e a l . 1 ~ .  Which i s  t rue ,  i r .  a 

way, s imply  because I had known J e r r y  s i ~ c e  he  was a youtlg m a ! ,  

l ong  be fo re  h e  had acy p o l i t i c a l  a n b i t i o r . ~ ,  acd s i c c e  some of h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  "ge t t i ng  h i s  f e e t  wet" were  duririg t h e  I4cCarthy 

campaigc, -1 worked a t  t h a t  t ime  very  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t he  SO? of 

t h e  govercor. +->After a l l ,  Pa t  Brown was  opposed t o  

atlything w e  were doing a t  t h a t  t i m e  I t  was my a s s ig r s l en t  t o  

dea l  wi th  J e r r y ,  t h e  son of t h e  governor, who was goicg o u r  way. 

I 

i 

The ass ignmect  d idn ' t  mear! scything. J e r r y  ca?lnot be  

ass igned  t o  ariybody. I can a s s u r e  you. But, v o l u n t a r i l y  on h i s  

pa r t ,  he  a s s i g ~ e d  h imse l f  t o  m e .  ar.d i t  worked ou t  beau t i fu l l y .  

I n  c e r t a i n  ways. I've been a b l e  t o  say t h i c g s  t o  him t h a t  very 

few people have beec a b l e  t o  say t o  him. Ir. o t h e r  ways, wher? I 

r e a l l y  want him, it i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  get: t o  him. 

Chal l :  - 6 e  governor does appoi t l t  the  chairmac of t h a t  co rmi t t e e?  

S c h i l l e r :  Oh, ves. Chairman and v i ce - cha i rmas  

; L a p . d - - k J - " I  t h i n k  t h e r e  c a s e  a tirne when J o e  understcod 

t h a t  I was--I made i t  c l e a r  t o  him--that a s  1or.g a s  he wanted t o  

be i n  the  cha i r ,  I was c o t  a c ing  t o  i n t e r f e r e  But t h e  reason  



I 
t h a t  i t  took aga in  a y e a r  u r . t i l  J e r r y  appointed m e v i c e .  

L4: 

cha i r .  a f t e r  t h e r e  was a vacaccy. i s  becau ie  Joe--and he  admi t t ed  

t o  me--had c a l l e d  t h e  o f f i c e  and sa id .  "I don't want him a s  a 

vice-chair ."  'rle t o l d  me that .  J o e  t o l d  me t h a t .  and h e  was very  

honest  about  i t  and sa id .  "1 can ' t  have t ha t .  because I have t h e  

f e e l i n g  you want t o  push n;e ou t . "  

I said .  "Joe, p l ea se  do unders tand i t  I have -r,o i n t e c t i o r ?  

of pushir!g you o u t  I e ~ j o y  t h e  way you c h a i r ;  I don't want t o  

s i t  up t h e r e  and chair .  Even i f  I ' m  v ice-pres ident .  I'D not  

g0ir.g t o  s i t  there.  I 'm going t o  s i t  where I 'm s i t t i n g  r i g h t  

n w .  " 

"You would?" 

I sa id .  "I would." And h e  s topped ob jec t ing .  and I g o t  t h e  

a p p o i ~ t m e n t .  L?hich was a s t r a n g e  qu i rk ,  because J o e  i s  po t  t h a t  

way, $ut s o n e h ~ wit meact very  much t o  him t o  be t h e  cha i r .  Ar.d 
z;. 

he  was ar! exce1ler . t  chair .  E x c e l l e n t  chair .  I r e g r e t t e d  and 

r e s e ~ t e d  t h a t  h e  q u i t  a t  t h a t  point .  Though I ur.derstar!d it.  

*r&t ? 
la11: YOU r e g r e t  it. bu t  wh## -b, 



Chall : He'd been se rv ing  s i n c e  1971. That's a l o n g  time. f o r  him; I 

dor.'t h o w  t h a t  h e  was c h a i r  a l l  t h a t  time, -"------'-J-"-bo-
S c h i l l e r :  No, he wasn ' t  He was a comr ~ s i o ~ e r ,f i r s t .  Because he  was t h e  

appoic tee  of t he  ser.ate o r ig i - a l l y ,  of Ser??te Rules Committee, 

and only appt.:?rees of t h e  governor car. . o n e  c h a i r s  o r  v i c e  

cha i r s .  Azyw ay, t h i s  was--w e're s t i l l  very  f r i e n d l y ,  

i n c i d e ~ t a l l y .  I mean t h a t  s iccere ly .  P - & L - ~  LW 

- ? i $ o s e  months t h a t  I was--eight months--that 

I was ic charge of BCDC a s  &hair,  were some of t h e  ,hest ,  

and Jcc s a i d  t o  n e  a umber of t imes  "s i n c e  t h a t  s, t h a t  

h e  was g r a t e f u l  t h a t  I was p e r s i s t e ~ t  and s tayed,  becddse I 

ma~aged  t o  do a few t h ings  t h a t  wouldn ' t  have h a p p e ~ e d .  

That  b r ings  

appo in t ee s?  

u ~ ~ ~ e s t i o c :What about t h e  Deukmej i a n  

Chall : Exact ly .  

S c h i l l e r :  Well, I .?paged, ar.d I ' m  .., Lag t o  say I- maied, t o  make 

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a c o ~ t i ~ u i t ybr. :he s t a f f  which was 

t e r r i b l y  impor taz t  urder  t h e  circumstar.ces. Real izi q  t h a t  ny 

d i r e c t  successor ,  former mayor of Oaklaad, Johr. ~ e a d i r . ~ ,  w a s ~ ' t - -



by h i s  own a d m i s s i o n  t o  me. I neat-, I had lunch  w i t h  him t h e  day 

I t u r n e d  i t  over  t o  him--was ~ . o tgo ing  t c  be  v e r y  a c t i v e ,  and 

wasn' t  v e r y  w i l l i n g  t o  be a c t i v e .  I t  was  c l e a r  t o  me, a l s o  from 

m e e t i n g  a l l  t h e  ~ t h e r s  t h a t  had beer! a p p o i z t e a  t h e  same day, whom 

I was  supposed t o  t r a i n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i rec to r ,  

were  c o t  t h e  a c t i v e  t y p e s  t h a t  had beer. a r o m a  f o r  a l o n g  t i n e .  

So i t  was t e r r i b l y  impor tan t  t o  have c o n t i r . u i t y  or! t h e  s t a f f .  

Fiichael  W i l n a r ,  who was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  q u i t  o?. me 

j u s t  a t  t h a t  point .  And I unders tand  it, because  h e  had a n  

e x c e l l e n t  o f f e r ,  paying a  h e l l  of a l o t  more, i n  one of t h e  most  

p r e s t i g i o u s  law o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  country. So h e  l e f t .  I t  was  a  

q u e s t i ~ n  of making a  q u i c k  appointment ,  and go through all t h e  

r i g a m a r o l e  t h a t ' s  i ~ v o l v e d  i n  a  p u b l i c  body making a p p o i n t n e n t s  

o f - -h i r ing  a  d i r e c t o r .  Ir. f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  a p p o i n t e e  of t h e  new 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  was  on t h e  c o m m i s s i ~ n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  made i t  

v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  goverr.or d i d n ' t  wa:t him t o  make a ?  

appointments ,  & t h a t  you ' re  c u t t i n g  y c u r  cw n t h r o a t  if ycu do 

i t .  

I s a i d ,  'The commiss ion cannot  be w i t h o u t  a n  e x e c u t i v e  

d i r e c t o r ! "  I h i r e d ,  a t  Mike i l i l n a r ' s  recommer.d?t io l / to  t h e  

%!& 
conmi ssior,,  h i r e d  h i s  deputy,  Alan Pendl etor., rtr0 had y e a r s  and 

y e a r s  of exper ience ,  i s  ar. e x c e l l e n t  persor., and I kr.ew i t  would 

be i n  p e r f e c t  hands. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  ?.like, w h ~could  be a l i t t l e  



c o ~ t e n t i o u s ,  Alan i s  very p o l i t i c  and can deal w i t h  almost 

anybody, and does s o  wi thou t  of fendicg  anybody. I t  was a tough . 

b a t t l w  I wasn't s u r e  I would have t h e  votes ,  and i t  was touch 

and go. I had t h e  v o t e s ,  and I pushed  i t  th rough ,  and he ' s  s t i l l  

there,  ar.d t h e  new chairman i s  de l igh ted  w i t h  him. The new 

chairman, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i s  very f r i e n d l y  t o  me, ar.d i s  a b s o l u t e l y  

no problem. 

I would say t h e  people who a r e  replacements  f o r  all those 

who had t o  leave,  ppberna tor ia l  appointees ,  m d e r  t h e  

circumstances--I've seer. w o r s 3  I can -assure  you, I've 

seen q u i t e  a  r.urnber of commissions and boards r ecen t ly ,  acd kc* 

t h a t  i t ' s  a t o t a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  process. -
g b r t a i n l y  BCDC had c o t  been po l i t i c i zed .  J e r r y  h a d  appoicted.  

and re-appointed, people who had been appointed by Reagan, ha&. 

appointed people who a r e  Republicar .~,  ar.d a c t i v e  Repub1icar.s. 

opposed t o  him. S t r i c t l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of whether he  thought they 

were r i g h t  f o r  t h e  job. I t  was e w e r  a ques t ion  a s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

adherecce t o  a  c e r t a i n  idea.  

Chall : But w i t h  Deukmejiac, i t  was, o r  i t  c e r t a i n l y  appeared t o  be a t  

f i r s t ,  -

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. Ir. f ac t ,  oce of t h e  people t h a t  J e r r y  re-appoicted, who was 

an  appointee of re agar.'^, a  woman, who i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  



Chal l  : 	 She was vice-chairmap f o r  matly y e a r s ,  wasnl t she?  

S c h i l - l e r :  	 Yes. She s tayed  f o r  years - - r igh t .  She was ve ry  inuch opposed t o  

J e r ry .  No, somebody e l s e ,  who was a  very a c t i v e  conniss io r . e r .  

ve ry  good conmissior.er ,  3 a r b a r a  Eastma?, S a r b a r a  Eastman 

a t t empted  t o  g e t  re-appointment from Deukmej ian,  ar.d s h e  i n  f a c t  

d id  s ee  Deukmejian, o r  s o  I've been told .  I can' t  swear t o  t h e s e  

th ings .  Deukm e j  i a n  supposedly asked h e r  w hether ,  why was s h e  re-

appointed by J e r r y  Brown? She sa id .  "I was E w e r  asked what  I 

be l i eved  ir., e t h e r  t han  t h a t  h e  kqew t h a t  I was a c t i v e  i r .  

e m i r o r m e n t a l  ma t t e r s .  So I was re-appointed.  " 

He sa id ,  'You we re  re-appoipted by J e r r y  Brow% There a r e  

Republi.cans, apd Repub1icar.s. You're r.ot t h e  k i c d  of Republicat? 

I war.t.ll And s h e  was r i g h t .  But s t r a n g e l y  enough, t h e  person  

who i s  r e p l a c i n g  her ,  a n o t h e r  woman, i s  r a t h e r  good, which 

s u p r i s e s  me a t  t imes  when t h e s e  t h i n g s  happen. But they do. 

hM
Chall  : 	 I thi t lk  t h e  BCDC i n  t h i s  a r e a  become a lmos t  l i k e  app l e  pie ,  i n  a 

secse ,  bu t  c o t  completely.  dangers  oE what  could 

happen, b u t  i t 's  r.ot t h e  same k i cd  of commissioc, l e t ' s  say,  a s  

t h e  Coasta l  Comrnissi~n, which h e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  t ry i r .y  t o  des t roy .  
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S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, PO. I n  f a c t ,  i t  h a s  a lways  i n t r i g u e d  me why h e  wanted t o  

d e s t r o y  t h e  Coas ta l  Commission and n o t  BCDC A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  

Coas ta l  Conolissior? was modeled on t h e  BCDC model. Aqd does r.ot 

c o ~ t r o l  ar?y more l e c g t h  of coas t1 i r . e  [ l aughs ]  thar!  BCDC does. 

I t ' s  because  of a l l  t h e  iris ar.d o u t s .  

Cha l l  : 	 ECDC does  have a s t ror ig  h o l d  dn this-&- -
S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes .  Also  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  and--

C h d l :  	 There  a r e  watchdogs a l l  w e r  t h e  p lace ,  too,  i n  a very  small 

a r e a ,  l i k e  t h e  Save t h e  Sar! F r a ~ c i s c o  Bay Associa t ior . ,  ar.d some 

o t h e r s .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. h d  t h e  good t h i n g  is ,  BCDC r e a l l y  has  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a f f .  

and i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  t o  r u n  t h e  s t a f f .  

ar!d h i r e  t h e  s t a f f ,  and make c h a ~ g e s ,  --I c a n  o r J y  say t h a t  

from a l l  I can s e e , b  A i % t a y e d  o u t  of itrL&?when I 've beer. 

asked, I 've beer. asked t&i c e ,  t o  c o n e  back, because  t h e  new 

commission con t inued  me a s  BCDC's r e p r e s e ~ t a t i v e  or. t h e  

Richardsor.  Bay Committee. Richardsor. Eay S p e c i a l  Area P l a n  was  

c r e a t e d ,  and was c a r r i e d  out. I ' m  s o r r y  ;o say t h a t  one of my 
~ J ~ C L ~ Lart t ,  r / . ' r ~  +, C)i % ~ '* * - .*1 

c o l l e a g u e s ,  who o i k d  me on B c ~ c ' l a t e r - h e  c a n e  t o  t h e  board A 

much l a t e r  t h a n  I di&ar.d who I had hoped would c a r r y  o u t  

th i r .gs ,  --' ~ 3 1-Aeph&-.geer.erally 
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htk 
has beer. q u i t e  good i n  h i s  v o t  has  used t h e  v e h i c l e  which I 

c r ea t ed  of t h e  Richardson Bay Spec i a l  Area Plan and s p e c i a l  

agezcy fo r  h i s  owo purposes and own advancement, wi thout  too  much 

cor,cern about  what happens t o  Richardson Bay. And those  t h i n g s  

happen, u ~ f o r t u n a t e l y .  

Chall:  y o u  w e r e  f i r e d  obviously by Deukm e j  iac ,  who 

would c e r t a i n l y  want t o  pu t  i r .  h i s  own appointee.  But you d id  

hang i o  t h e r e  f o r  pine mor.ths. I guess, he  waited. 

S c h i l l e r :  	 Yes. It's unusual. That i s  one thicg. and bey0r.d t h a t ,  t h e  

comrcission i t s e l  f, i n c l  uding t h e  c e w  members, voted t o  cont inue 
W" ?Lba*i:2 I-&&,,. 

me u n t i l  t he  plar., 	 Bay Plan, was adopted. I was t h eA 

o2e who presented i t  t o  t h e  ~ommiss ion ,  s a t  was t h e  only o the r  

two t i n e s  t h a t  I did go. 

3'
Chall :  	 What about t h e  &a te  Board of Arch i t ec tu rJ'Ewmioers?  That 

doesn't seem t o  be a p o l i t c a l  kind of appoi3tmer.t. where you can 

make dec i s ions  l i k e  BCDC o r  t h e  Coastal  Conmission o r  t h e  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m n i s s i o ~ ,  which can have a cons ide rab l e  amount of 

pol icy makir.g-- 

S c h i l l e r :  	 No, i t  shouldn ' t  be. 

Chall : 	 \7hat ts  t h e  Board of Archi tec ture ,  t o  t h e  goverr.or, except  ar. 
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appointment?  

S c h i l l e r :  I c a n  t e l l  you w h a t  t h e  Eoard of A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Examiners meapt t o  

Goverpor  Browr, k t  t h e  t ime,  h e  asked  me w h e t n e r  I wanted t o  be 

o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  ar.d I s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  i t ' s  up t o  y o u , "  a n d  h e  

s a i d ,  "You a r e  aware of tile f a c t  t h a t  I w a r e  t o  do away w i t h  t h e  

Board of A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Exam i ~ e r s .  I t h i ~ ki t ' s  t o t a l l y  

unnecessary .  " 

I loeked  a t  h i n  2r.d I l aughed ,  ar.d I s a i d ,  "So do I." 

He s a i d ,  "You do? A l l  r i g h t ,  1'11 a p p o i n t  you t o  i t ." 

I s a i d ,  "Jerry ,  I would r a t h e r  go t o  something t h a t  i s  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  niore p c s i t i v e  t h a n  t o  be k i l l e d . "  

He s a i d ,  "Okay; a l l  right." 5 u t  a t  t h e  t i n e ,  d u r i 5 g  h i s  

l a s t  y e a r  a s  goverr?sr, i t  would have beep w i d e ~ t ,  and i t  was  

a - i d e ~ tt o  hiin obv ious ly ,  s i r .ce  h e  wasn ' t  rur.r.ir.g f o r  governor 

a g a i ~ ~ n dh e  had i t ' s  v e r y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r  h e  would i f  run  

b? dt Pl h~7.c.L Ly c / c r . . r ~
have made i t - t h a t  n o t  term app0ictmer. t  t o  BCDC, d 
.,-t ?- :st4 p l e a s u r e  of t h e  &over lo r .  So h e  wzs f u l l y  aware t h a t  whoever 

1 


fr,l.loered him t10ul.d p rcbab ly  put  h i s  own people  i n  the re .  So,as 

much a s  I would have l i k e d  t o  s t a y ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a ~ c eof 

t h a t .  



-7 

So he  sa id ,  "Okay, j u s t  so  t h a t  you have some p lace  t o  go, 
.I 

because I kcow you would l i k e  t o  do something, I 'll g i v e  ycu a  

t e rm appointment i f  you want one t o  t h e  3ca rd  of A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

s x a m i ~ e r s .  1'1.1 g ive  i t  t o  you ncw." A t  t h a t  po in t ,  t h e  

argument between him azd t h e  board had been s e t t l e d ,  afid h e  and 

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  s e rved  a  purpose, and should 

cor.tir.ue. 

I t  had changed cons ide r ab ly  ir .  t ho se  two yea r s ,  and h e  had 

h i s  e f f e c t  on i t ,  e x a c t l y  t h e  way h e  war.ted it. IJamely. t h e r e  

was something t h a t  rJas a  po l icy  mat te r ,  namely t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  

p ro f e s s iona l  b w r d s ,  1 icens i r .g  boards, were beir?g used a s  a 

v e h i c l e  by him f o r  :he ccnsuner  t o  v c i c e  a n  opir?ion, ar.d t o  t ake  

ca r e  of the  consumer's i n t e r e s t .  I n  s eve ra l  of these ,  he  naraged  

t o  g e t  a  ma jo r i t y  of l z y  persons  or. t h e  committee,  a3d t h a t  was 

t h e  case  or? t h e B c a r d  of P x c h i t e c t u r a l  Examiners. Of course ,  i t  

i s  r.ow back t o  ever. -umber of l a y  pers0r.s. I f  they could have 

changed it t o  a  m a j o r i t y  of a r c h i t e c t s ,  they would have loved t o  

dc  it, ur.der t h e  p r e s e c t  a d n i r i s t r a t i o r ? .  

I had t o  f i g h t  my 3 w ~co l l e agues  o c  t h e  board, ar.d had t o  

f i g h t  c e r t a i r l y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  by us ing  what  l i t t l e  

i n f l u e c c e  I have w i t h  t he  g r e a t  number of f r i e n d s  I have  i n  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  tc, g e t  some l e g i s l a t i o n  through, and t o  d e f e a t  o t h e r  
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l e g i s l a t i o r ,  Dur ing t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 've beer. o e  t h a t  board, I 've 

w r i t t e n  t h r e e  p i e c e s  of l e g i s l a t i o c ,  o c e  t o t a l l y  r e v i s i c g  t h e  a c t  

t h a t  governs  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  board, i n c l u d i n g  givi r ,g  i t  a 

c l e a r - c u t  mandate n o t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  b u t  t o  

7 f  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  cor.suner i c t e r e s t .  Also  p r r r -  r a l l y  b r i n g  i t  o u t  

2 


of--the a c t  was  w r i t t e ~  i n  1902, t h e  o r i ;  . one-$ring i t  a t  

1e a s t  t o  t h e  1980s. Tha t  was  passe* $?d f i n a l l y  I have done 
c/ 


away w i t h  a  two- t i e red  system of l i c e n s i n g .  

There  used t o  be a s e c c c d - c l a s s  l i c e n s e  i n  t n e  s t a t < ,  of 

C a l i f o r z i a ,  which  was c a l l e d  R e g i s t e r e d  B u i l d i c g  Desigcer.  For  

l a c k  of a n y t h i r . ~  e l s e ,  s i z c e  I d i d  zot--funny t h i c g ,  t o  be a 

p r e s i d e n t  of a 1 i c e n s i r . g  bcard,  n o t  b e l i w i c g  i n  l i c e n s i n g - -  

[ l a u g h s l ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  wha t  I s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y ,  ar.d they a l l  knew 

it. I didn ' t  b e l i e v e  i r .  l i c e n s i n g ;  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a 

p r o f e s s i o c  l i k e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h a t  s e n s e  shou ld  be l i c e n s e d .  

Because,  t h e  a b i l i t y  of a ?  a r c h i t e c t  car. h a r d l y  be d e c o c s t r a t e d  

i c  a t e s t .  Other  p e ~ p l e  %illsay t h e  ,::;;-::site. I was  f i n a l l y  

f o r c e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t i t l e  Bui1dir .g D e s i g ~ e r  because  o t h e r w i s e ,  

w h a t e v e r  I was  d o i c g  w a s  t o t a l l y  i l l e g a l .  I t  wes given  t o  n e  by 

t h e  s t a t e ,  because  they  d i d n ' t  wan t  t o  g e t  i ~ t o  a c c u r t  c a s e  w i t h  

I don ' t  unders tand.  You a r e  n o t  a li..-..sed a r c h i t e c t ?  



S c h i l l e r :  I am now a  l i c e n s e d  a r c h i t e c t  I ' m  now a  l i c e n s e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  and 

I ' l l  t e l l  you why. Because t h e  f i r . a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  

succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  through,  ar,d h a v i ~ g  s igzed  by t h e  

I 

governor--

Cha l l :  D e u h e j  i a n ?  

S c h i l l e r :  A l l  t h r e e  p i e c e s  of l e g i s l a t i o n  w e r e  s i g n e d  by Governor 

c t d -
D e u k n e j i a n  I don' t  th i r .k  he k ~ e w  l e g i s l a t i o r ,  h e  

s i g n i n g ,  which is  a l l  r i g h t .  [ l aughs ]  

was  

I n  any case ,  w h a t  happened i s  I d i d  away w i t h  t h e  second 

c l a s s  of b u i l  d i r g  des igr?ersb( in  t h a t  1 e g i s l a t i o ~ -  m r p l k r d e  

-$is o ~ l yv e r y  s m a l l  r e m c a n t r e c a u s e  you could 20 l o c g e r  

f o r  y e a r s ,  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f  i f  teer ,  y e a r s  o r  twenty  y e a r s ,  be 

r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  b u i l d i n g  des igner .  So o ~ l y  t h o s e  who k e p t  up2 

p a y n e r t  on t h e i r  l i c e n s e s ,  acd had r e c e i v e d  them s o  much e a r l i e r ,  

were  s t i l l  a r 0 u r . k  d#were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o u r  t o  

f i v e  hundred people,  v e r s u s  s e v e n t e e n  thousand a r c h i t e c t s .  ?&y 

-Te l e g i s l a t i o r ?  made t h e n  a r c h i t e c t s .  That ' s  n o t  t h e  way I 

became ar? a r c h i t e c t .  I want t o  make t h a t  v e r y  c l e a r .  

Cha l l :  I don' t  

u ~ d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  consumer i s  i r .  t h i s  w h o l e  m a t t e r  

of t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Examiners. 



S c h i l l e r :  The a r e a  of t h e  cccsumer  i s  v e r y  c l e a r .  ~ i r r r c v emacdate  ~ c w  

s a y s  ve ry  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  board i s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  purpose  of 

c e r t i f y i c g  and r e g u l a t i ~ g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  

t h e  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  and w e l f a r e  of t h e  peop le  of C a l i f o r n i a  i s  

b e i n g  safeguarded.  You car. t e s t  on  e c g i ~ e e r i n g  q u e s t i o c s ;  you 

cat? make c e r t a i r .  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a mir.imurn of knowledge, acd 

a b i l i t y  t o  h a z d l e  both  t h e  l a w s  of t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r r i a  and 

t h e  techr. i  c a l  r e q u i r e m e ~ t s .  Ir. t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  you c a c n o t  

a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  a  pe r son  i s  a good d e s i g c e r  o r  bad d e s i g c e r ;  

does  h o r r i b l e  th i r .gs  o r  b e a u t i f u l  thir.gs. That  of c o u r s e  would 

be u ~ c o ~ s t i t u t i c n a l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  

But t h a t  i s  t h e  a r e a  i n  which they a r e  ROW b e i n g  engaged, ir! 

w h i c h  they t e s t ,  i n  which they e s t a b l i s h  wha t  i s  t o  be d0r.e. 

t h i n k  t h e r e  is, i f  t h e r e  h a s  t c  be sotile such o u t f i t ,  t h a t  t o  

r e s t r i c t  i t  t o  c e r t a i n  t h i z g s  is  good. I ju s t  w a n t d -  t o  say t h a t  

&f=
when I rea l i zed ,abou t  a  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  wa's a  chance t h a t  rcy 

l e g i s l a t i c : .  would go through and t h a t  I n i g h t  b e  i ~ c l u d e d  i n  

u k
t h o s e  who a l l  of a sudden e -1l i c e c s e .beir.g h a ~ d e d  a  

f i n a l l y  broke d w n  a c d  s a i d ,  "I h a t e  exams, b u t  I ' l l  t a k e  it." 

I w e c t  through a  ve ry  tough exam. Ac tua l ly ,  t h e r e  was  0r.e 

p r a v i s i o r ,  i n  t h e  1 2 w  t h a t  s a y s  i f  you have beer! a  f o r e i g r !  

l i c e z s e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  you have  t o  go through a  doub le  o r a l  exam, 

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  w r i t t e r .  exam p l u s  o r a l ,  i r .  o r d e r  t o  

I 
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e s t a b l i s h  whether  your  h o w l e d g e  and backgroucd i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h a t  r e q u i r e d  of o t h e r s  who have s t u d i e d  i r .  t h i s  couctry.  

-if 4 
you f a i l  t h e  f i r s t  0r.e. ~ G Ut a k e  t h e  whole  t h i ~ g .  If you 

don't,  you a r e  on t h e  same b a s i s  a s  anybody e l s e ,  ar.d you t a ~ e  

t h e  o r a l  exam. I passed it w i t h  f l y i c g  c o l o r s ,  ur .fortur.ately.  

So, y e a r  and a  q u a r t e r  b e f c r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o r .  was i r ?  

ts/

e f f e c t ,  I 	was  l e g a l l y  l i c e ~ s e d  - a r c h i . t e c t ,  which I had beer? n 

s i n L e  1941 	i n  P a l e s t i n e .  

Cha l l :  	 Idow, when your  term e ~ d e d - - i t  was a  term appoir . tner. t?+ 3,o vher.  

your  t e r n  e ~ d e d ,  t h a t ' s  wher. you were  c o t  re-appoit l ted,  i s  t h a t  

r i g h t ?  

S c h i l l e r  : 	No, I was?' t re-appoicted.  

Chall : 	 You s a i d  you  were  f i r e d ,  b u t  I don ' t  know what t h a t  meats. 

S c h i l l e r  : 	I appl  i ed  f o r  f o r  re-appoir.tmer.t, ar.2 t h i s  lu akes  i z t e r e s t i ~ g  
,G t.4 r..,: 

read ing ,  Fly l e t t e r  t o  Deukrnejian 4 , : t h e  a p p l i c a t i o r ?  forms, 

W a r e  s o  h i g h l y  p o l i t i c i z e d ,  t o  a poir . t  t h a t  no~ody, i n  my 

ruind,who h a s  ever  dope a y t h i c g  i r .  h i s  l i f e ,  ever. a s  a 

Republ icar?, and v e c t u r e d  a s t a tem er.t pub1 i c l y  about  any th ing ,  

could pass  t h a t  a ~ dbe a p p o i ~ t e d .  

Cha l l :  	 Do you have a copy of t h a t ?  



S c h i l l e r :  Yes, I have copies.  

1 . ~ 1  
Chall:  . So y o u  d i d  f i l e  t h a t ,  

bu t  he d i d  no t  appoin t  you? 

S c h i l l e r :  There again, I could have beer. f i r e d  n ine  months e a r l i e r .  An.d I 

a g a i n  managed t o  s tay  for  nir.e mor.ths, dur ing  which t ime I did 

scmething which had  beer. t r i e d  f o r  a  long  t i n e  4%We been 

$buying? i n  Cal i f  o rc ia ,  a s  most o ther  s t a t e s ,  a  n a t i o a a l  exam 

a9 .from a  p r i v a t e  o u t f i t .  But Cal i forn ia ,  h a v i ~ g  about 


percent  of a l l  l i c e z s e d  a r c h i t e c t s ,  was not  r e a l l y  represented or? 

Z & ~ ~ - + Z i m ~ r r X ~ k & ~ ~rCz;tc--

t h a t  board! We had an$ vo te  a t  t h e  n t i o n  of t he  other  co~ v 6 f  a l l  

s ta tes--one vote  per s t a t e .  Ard i n  some i>s tances ,  t h e r e  were 

s t a t e s  ---and j ur i sd ic t ior?f - tha t  do not  have a s i n g l e  l i censed  

a r c h i t e c t ,  who had a s  much t o  say about the  exam a s  we did. 

We had disagreements  about tha t .  and ever! some l e g a l  

disagreements,  and i t  was ugder my a d ~ i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  pres ident  

t h a t  we severed t h e  r e l a t i o ~ s h i p ,  and a  C a l i f o r n i a  exam was 

w r i t t e n  r i ~ h t  here. So t h i s  year  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  the 

Ca l i fo rn i a  exam has been administered i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  



I&&~ 9 . .i LLI d J ! z:L h 
-ass a p i l o t  program o€ t h i s  county,  a t  a  t i m e  whes 

c o u n t i e s  s t a r t e d  t o  r e a l i z e .  c e r t a i c l y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  cour . t ies ,  

*-+
:+-*,-' - --that i t  was  p r a c t i c a l l y  

d e s i g n  o r  development, Ii m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

should  n o t  ta1kir .g  a b o u t  desigr.. Most people  

m i s u ~ d e r s t a n d  t h a t  The word d e s i g n  i n c l u d e s  a l l  k i n d s  of  

th ings .  Ac tua l ly ,  we're t a l k i n g  abou t  p l a n c i n g  more t h a n  design. 

.% d-Ll~- t d W t t ; r ~ = r  
n / h a t  c o m m u ~ i t d e s  should  have a  d i r e c t  i ~ p u t  i z  how they l i k e  

t h e i r  ow r. a r e a  t~ be developed, and t h a t  a  c o u i t y  p1anr.ir.g 

conmissioc--some c o u n t i e s  a r e  v e l y  l a rge - - i s  c o t  t h e  i d e a l  

v e h i c l e  t o  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  wha t  a comty p l a n  should  

be, f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c~mrnur. i ty,  and t h a t  i t  was  a m a t t e r  of 

e s t a b l  i s h i ~ g  a l l  devel  opr~ e n t  a1  ong c e r t a i n  guide1 i c e s  i n  c e r t a i n  

a r e a s .  

So, what was  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w a s  a  conmunity p l a n  which 

covered t h e  un incorpora ted  a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  Gne he re ,  r u n c i c g  

roughly  from a bougdary of t h e  c i t y  of Mill V a l l e y  acd C o r t e  

ct; $ 7 '
1,Iadera on  one s i d e ,  GGNRA, rneacicg N a t i o n a l  Recrea t io r .  Area, 

A h 
I 

which  rur.s r i g h t  behind my proper ty ,  and to '  Tam Junc t io r . ,  i f  you 

lcnow where  t h a t  is. That i s  where  t h e ' R i c h a r d s o n  Eay Br idge  c u t s  

J+cr' l~L'  'At.& 
across .  A& a l l  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  Tan Va l ley ,  which i s  perhaps  t h e  

most  d e ~ s e l y  developed a rea ,  u n i n c o r p ~ r a t e d  a r e a  

2 6 i s w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t r i a l  ba l loon ,  s o  t o  say, 

3

of havir .g such  a  d e s i g n  r w i e w  board. A d - y o u  wanted t o  k n ~ w  who 



appo ic t ed  me.% 

egair .  a  and a t  t h e  t i m e  had been a  s u p e r v i s o rciw--* 

& b y  t r a i n i n g  and by p ro fe s s ion  a n  a r c h i t e c t  s o  i t  was v e r y  
#J 

c a t u r a l  fo r  him t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  kind of t rea tment .TI, 


was very  much resen ted  by coucty s t a f f ,  by t he  p lanning  s t a f f ,  


who f e l t  i t  was a u su rpa t i on  of t h e i r  E u ~ c t i o r ,  Ever s ince ,  I 've 


had a l i t t l e  problem w i t h  some of t h e  county s t a f f ,  


p a r t i c u l a r l y  wher? I i n t e r e f  ered aga in  w i t h  Richards03 Bay, which 


i s  a l s o  t h e i r  . 


Eut anyway, i t  was a t  t h e  t i m e  a very  succes s fu l  experimect,  

d a t was p r i o r  t o  BCDC I was appointed t o  t h a t ,  and I 

served a s  i t s  c h a i r  f o r  two yea r s ,  I t h i ~ k .  I res igned  s imply 

because I didr?'t want t o  do something t h a t  o the r  people do s o  
c * 

of ten,- they s i t  on one thir .g  acd they t r y  f o r  something 

e l se .  I  wanted t o  say. "I'm no t  doing azything: I ' m  avai lable .  

I f  you want me, take me.'' 

Chall:  &>u had t o  adopt a p l a v a n d  
. - * 

then  t h e  county had t o  f i n a l l y  approve it, 
&&&&$km 



S c h i l l e r :  C-I., . -
. 

The county d i d  adop t  i t  acd a c c e p t  it, 

- . G e r e  were  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  f i r s t  on  &he p l a n n i c g  commiss ion 

and second ly  i n  t h e  board of superv i so r s .  I p r e s e n t e d  i t  t o  b o t h  

of them, and i t  was adopted. now,~ ~ t a r t i c g  
- t % b  

t l e a s t  ' t e n  yea r s .  h e a r i n g s  

YA 
a g a i n  t o  r e v i s e  it, a s e e  how i t  worked out. People g e n e r a l l y  


h a v e  been v e r y  happy.71After I gave up OF. it, f o r  a w h i l e  


somebody e l s e ,  a  woman was c h a i r ,  , . - m sorcebody who had 


beer? v i c e - c h a i r  when I was  chai r .  ..-=. . .  ., @he i s  


n o t  a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  o r g l a n a e r ,  o r  a n y t h i c g  l i k e  t h a t .  She had 


d i f f i c u l t y  -the concept  of des ign  from t h e  coccep t  cf  


planning.  She would g e t  i n t o  t h i c g s  l i k e ,  "I don't l i k e  t h e  


ge ran iums  you  want  t o  p lants1 '  you h o w ,  t h a t  kir?d of thing.  O r ,  


"That c o l o r  i s  r e a l l y  p o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  rna" This  k i n d  of th ing.  


AT^ s h e  was  v e r y  outspoken; v e r y  good person,  a c t u a l l y ,  but  d h a d  


d i f f i c u l ~ .  + - - Arid I t h i c k  t h e  s t a f f  saw i t s  o p p o r t u ~ i t y  


t o  do something,  ar.d f o r  a  y e a r  o r  s o  I u n d e r s t a ~ d  t h e  des ign  

*c 


IC
rev iew board was k i l l e d ,  and t h e n  was r e i n s t a t e d ,  @ut now IS c 2 l y
G * )F n 

a n  a d v i s o r y  commit t e e .  

I t  was  n o t  a d v i s o r y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  For i n s t a c c e ,  i t  a l s o  


a c t e d  a s  a p l a n n i n g  c o m r n i s s i o ~  f o r  t h e  a r e a  So a ~ t h i n g  t h a t  


4c An7aLLhad to--any t h i c g  of corn p a r a t i v e l y  n a t u r e ,  l i k e  s i n g 1  e  
4 n 



f a m i l y  o r  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  housing. t h a t  was  going t o  be b u i l t  itl 

t h a t  a r e a ,  	i r .  accordat lce  w i t h  t h e  2onir.g t h a t  had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  itl t h e
d/*mt, they had t h e  f i a a l  say. -&, 

n o t  f i n a l  say,  b u t  i t  would have been su f f i c i ec t ,  f f  i t  wasn ' t  

b e i n g  appeale@<e a p p e d  would have  t o  go t o  t h e  c o w t y  

commissior, Bu t  o t h e r w i s e ,  i t  was  au tomat ic .  1 . I unders tand ,  

t h e y  may adv i se ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p e a l  i t 's  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
d-" 

.Pb t h e  plar.r.ing conmiss iot l ,  which can o v e r t u r r .  i f  i t
++% 

d o e s n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  o r  say,  okay, t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

Chall  : 

~ _ _ ) / o u ' v e  had 

a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  and I'm g l a d  t h a t  we we- ,?  a b l e  t o  

c a p t u r e  a s  much of it as p o s s i b l e ,  i n  t h e s e  couple- '-•Y 
S c h i l l e r  : 	9 o u s a y  -had a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  life.@I hope I s t i l l  

c o n t i n u e  f o r  a  w h i l e !  

L L t i f i  
C h a l l  : 	 Oh, you are. You a r e  work ing  cow -or! c a m p a i g ~ s  Barbara  

Boxer- So, you s t i l l  keep a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s .  

S c h i l l e r :  	 Oh, yes.  Very a c t i v e .  

Cha l l :  t h e  Democra t i c  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  atly 

more? I 

-. 




S c h i l l e r :  Yes. Barbara  h a s  appoiz ted  me t h r e e  t imes,  I th ink .  

Chall  : i.1- , z 

i s  n o t  what i t  was 

b t h o u g h  t h e  Denocratic, ,Central  

i ~ 1e a r l i e r  days. 

Committee 

Schil .1er:  No, i t  i s n ' t .  

way. 

I t ' s  much more  l i k e  CDC u sed  t o  be i n  a way, i n  a  

Chall  : Awfully big. 

S c h i l l e r :  
a YIt's awfu l ly  big. aI have t r i e d  t imes,  and I have 

proposals ,  t o  change -the s e t u p  of t h e  

c e n t r a l  committee,-. I 've been involved ir! 

plar.ci?g f o r  i t ,  aod debat i r .8  i t ,  ar.d a r g u i r ? ~  Scme of i t  h a s  

h a p p e ~ e d ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  long a f t e r  I brought i.t up. 21ut most of 

i t  has  no t  happened. 

Chall : Llell, it was a a  a t t e m p t  t o  ge t  everybody ir. or? i t  m u a l  
t 

w-
arid i t  made i t  awful ly  b ig ,  

nc  equal  vo ice  t h e s e  days. A l l  r i g h t ,  

*& J ; ~ I , . ' O ; C C - pJf/&&**  

s o  i t 's  p r e t t y  hard t o  g e t  

I t h i c k  t h a t  w e ' l l - m c - C u k  .-
)> 1 . . ~ / - - . , , : t ! b d - . $ * , :  -














































































