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Abstract
Edmund Gerald AJerryo Brown, Jr. was born 7 A
father, APat o Brown would eventua-l953)ander ve as

Governor (19591967). Jerry Brown was educated in Catholic schools aeddsd Santa Clara
College before leaving to join Sacred Heart Novitiate as a seminarian, which he left after three
years. He completed his undergraduate education at the University of California, Berkeley, in
1961 and then went on to graduate from Yale §co | of Law in 1964. Brown
elected official began in southern California in 1969 when he was elected to the Los Angeles
Community College Board of Trustees and then continued for nearly the next fifty years through
a succession of high ofes. He was elected: in 1970 to serve as California Secretary of State; in
1974 and again in 1978 as California Governor; in 1998 and 2002 as Mayor of Oakland; in 2006
as California Attorney General; and, finally, in 2010 and 2014 as Governor of Califorraa,

third and record fourth term. In the midst of, and in between these offices, he ran three times for
President of the United States (1976, 1980, and 1992), he once was the Democratic Party
nominee for the U.S. Senate in California (1982), was eletteu of the California Democratic
Party (1988), and ran his own nprofit, populist, quaspolitical organization We the People out

of his communal living space in Oakland, California in the 1980this oral history, the

following topics are discusdeat length family background and upbringing; education, religion,

and friendships; the political career of Pat Brown; college, seminary, and law school; California
statewide elected offices, including Governor of California; campaigns for elected office,
including for US President; election reform; taxation, budgets, and deficits; law, the courts, and
criminal justice reform; immigration; the environment and climate change; education reform,
charter schools, and higher education; Oakland, CA; popularreytiurnalism,and political
campaigns; political philosophy, theories of governaandapplied politics.
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Foreword
By Governor Gray Davis (Ret.), 37th Governor of California

Governor Edmund Gsthgldngest servipgogpverior in @alifornia history,

and one of the most consequential. First elected in 1974, he championed a major solar initiative
(first-ever tax incentive for rooftop solar), and signed legislation prohibiting any new nuclear
power pgants in California until the federal government certified a safe way to dispose of nuclear
waste.To this day, the Federal Government has yet to do so and no further nuclear plants have
been approved.

Governor Brown also negotiated and signed the Caldokgricultural Labor Relations Act of

1975, a first of its kind in California and the Nation. Even today, it remains the only law that
creates and protects the rights of farmworkers to unionize and collectively bargain. None of the
other 49 states has lveable to pass similar protections for some of the most vulnerable workers
in our country.

In March of 1976, Jerry announced his run for the presidency and won primaries in California,
Maryland and Nevada, and accumulated the second highest number @fointemto the

convention (2,449,374). His late entry into the 1976 democratic presidential primary precluded
him from catching Jimmy Carter, who accumulated the requisite amount of delegates to secure
the nomination and become president.

Jerry Brown lefoffice in 1983 and did not return to the governorship until 2011, 28 years later,
making him Californi aéservigggovergpelis third and foulte st and
terms featured a remarkabl e tur nateda$2rd i n th
billion deficit but left office with &29 billion surplus ($14.5 budget surplus and a $14.5 billion
Araday fundo) .

e

I n an effort to restore the Stateds fiscal st
of Proposition 30, a \ter-approved tax increase that raised $6 billibying his fiscal and

environmental stewardship together, in 2012 Jerry signed into law the first in the nation

government run capndtrade program, creating in excess of $9.3 billion to fund emission

redudions and programs that protect the environment and promote public health.

He | eft the Governorodés office and public I|ife
any governor since Ronald Reagan.

To under stand Jer r y Orsatigbbe pudasity,iit is Belpfuldortdkedstockefw a n d
where he has been and what he has diimeson of a Governor, he lived in the Historic
Governordéds Mansion, attended paUneecstyijoméd hi gh s
the Sacred HeartJesui Novi ti ate seminary, received his B.
and his law degree from Yalm addition, Jerry has practiced private law at Tuttle and Taylor,

was elected to the Los Angeles Community College Board of Trustees, California Seafretary

State, California Attorney General and four times as Governor of California. He has run the State
Democratic Party, served as Mayor of Oakland and ran three times for predidedts t r av el e d
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the world, studied Buddhism, and worked with Mother Teresam@itiome for the Dying in
India.

When | was running for governor, people asked me what does it take to be a successful
governor™My answer (in jest) was Arain in the nort
governor cannot affect the weath&s for the economy, state tax incentives can only affect the
economy on the margins. In the main, economic expansions and recessions are a result of the
business cycle and function | argely outside t

But that is not how the public seesTiheygive great credit to a governor when the economy is
improving, but hold him fully accountable when the economy is in recessieny governor

from Ronald Reagan has experienced a slowdown or recession of some type. Reagan, Jerry
Brown in his first two tems, Deukmejian, Wilson, myself and Schwarzenegger have
experienced the ups and downs of the economy.

But when Jerry Brown was inaugurated for the third time in 2011, the economy turned positive
and remained positive for his entire eight years.

That was areat relief to the public whom had experienced an unemployment rate of 10%, the
loss of thousands of homes to foreclosures and financial downgrades, as conditions deteriorated
in California.

This economic rebound was a critical factor in rescuing Calddrom nearly a decade of

deficits; however, it took more than good luck to turn California arodrdy Brown brought

the fiscal discipline necessary to turn the corner. He had reached out to almost every legislator as
soon as he was elected for thedhime, explaining that the path of more borrowing and larger
deficits was not sustainable.

Despite hundreds of hours of collaboration with the legislature, their initial budget was a
disappointment to him and was clearly not in balaAder much delberation he decided to do

somet hing that has never happened in Californ
governors in the past had done, he vetoed the entire budget!

Sacramento was in shock!

After a number of heated meetings, he anddpeslature produced a second budget with

numerous reductions that was in balance, and put California back on the path back to
solvency As a result of that budget and previous cuts, some 30,000 teachers had been laid off,
many classes had been canceled@tsas almost all after school programs in California. In his

2012 budget, the governor and legislature restored some, but not all, of the cuts made during the
previous three years.

That same year, the Governor gambled that he could persuade votess Rrgqa30, which
generated $6 billion additional dollars that paid for these new teachers and professors and
restored many of the classes that had been eliminated in previoudiyéacs. the voters
believed Jerry Brown when he said California coultdauh anymore. They believed him when
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he said that most of the taxes would fall on the wealthy and that Prop 30 would put California
back on the path to greatness.

The voters passed Prop 30 and gave California a fresh start.

A governor without Governor Brwn 6 s d i s c i-kpdwn frugalityanmgtit nov lealvel
convinced California voters to increase taxes
cooperation of the legislature and the strong economy he inherited, California might still be waist
deepin deficits rather than the 5th largest economy in the world. Jerry Brown exited the stage in
January 2019. By the time he left, California had new problems, including homelessness and
poverty; but he and the legislature solved the problems they inherged r i ght i ng Cal i f
finances and helping rebuild its economy.

Frugality and Good Fortune

Before Governor Brown was inaugurated in 1975, he told me he did not want to be driven in a
limousine, but preferred instead a car normally assignedemisdator or cabinet officeMVhen |
conveyed that message to the director of general services, he told me they had 1974 Plymouths
available in three colors: gold, white and blue. | opted for blue, envisioning dark blue or royal
blue.

After the Governodelivered a fminute inaugural address, we started walking across Capitol
Park for our trip to San Franciscthere was only one car waiting for ugand it was not the
dark blue Plymouth | anticipated but a powder blue Plymouth! No California governevéras
been a driven around in a powder blue Plymolutias beyond embarrassed!

Als that my car?o0inlGomeahnoai @&rowni sassteld.repl i e

But to the Governorés great good fortune, the
Plymouth; tley began to take pride that their Governor had chosen a less expensive and less
imposing looking car as his official vehicBy t he end of Jerryds seconi
Plymouth became almost as recognizable as the Governor.

Another example of thegoven@d s frugal ity occurred about thr
administrationWe were just finishing our morning meeting, when | mentioned to the governor
that | had asked General Services to come over and not replace, but 4€pi:@0:05nch

holeintherugadjgcent to his desk. AWhy would you do t
to have a hole in the governorés rug. o0 The Go
least $500 million, because legislators cannot come down and pound on my destinighoasn

of money for their pet programs while I ooking

That told me not only was the governor genuinely frugal, but that he also understood the power
of his frugality to fight off excessive demands in the budget. It gave him the aubharity to

ask for big cuts when the state was $27 billion in debt at the start of his third term, and the
courage to veto the entire budget when they did not make those cuts.
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Jerry Brown was the best and possibly the only leader who could overcootalileages that
California faced in 2014andlead the state back to the 5th largest economy in the world.

When he walked out of his office for the last time in January 2019, only the United States,
China, Japan and Germany had larger economies thaonr@alif
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Interview History
By Martin Meeker, Charles B. Faulhaber Director, Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library

There are very few individuaidisowhor aae @hat
Center life history interview. GovernorJeByr own i s one who easily qua
as an elected official began in Southern California in 1969 when he was elected to the Los

Angeles Community College Board of Trustees and then continued for nearly the next fifty years
through a successiaft high offices. He was elected: in 1970 to serve as California Secretary of

State; in 1974 and again in 1978 as California Governor; in 1998 and 2002 as Mayor of Oakland;

in 2006 as California Attorney General; and, finally, in 2010 and 2014 as Gowéi@alifornia,

for a third and record fourth term. In the midst of, and in between these offices, he ran three

times for President of the United States (1976, 1980, and 1992), he once was the Democratic

Party nominee for the U.S. Senate in California (3982s elected chair of the California

Democratic Party (1989), and ran his own nonprofit, populist, qpagical organization We

the People out of a communal living space he cudioith in Oakland, California in the 1990s.

For the historiansatUCBere | ey 6 s Or al Hi story Center, the (
interview be done?d6 but rather, AHow might it
Edmund Gerald AJerryo Brown Jr. was born Apr.i
time of his birth, his father, Edmdn Br own Sr ., whom everyone knew

deeply involved in the law and politics of San Francisco. He had a thriving law practice and had

run for San Francisco District Attorney, with assistance from local players including William
NewsomSrgr andf at her to the statebs current gover
elected district attorney (1943), then California Attorney General (in 1950 and 1954), and finally
Governor of California in 1958 and 1962; he attempted to win a third barnhost to Ronald

Reagan in the watershed 1966 state election.

Pat Brown married Bernice Layne in 1930. Smart and educated at UC Berkeley, Bernice Layne
Brown gave up an anticipated career in teaching for the roles of wife, mother, and homemaker,
and was a forceful presence in the family and in the life of her only son, Jerry. Jerry Brown
described his youth as a world apart from that of adults, not concerned with big issues or the
problems of the day. Despite this, or perhaps because of it, he delvalgparning for

something more meaningful in his life as he grew into a young adult. He was educated at
Catholic parochial schools and after high school choose to attend Santa Clara College (now
University), a Jesuit school, before abandoning that roui@vor of a life in the Catholic

priesthood. He lived for three years at the Sacred Heart Jesuit Novitiate seminary before then
wanting a deeper engagement with the world around him, which led him to UC Berkeley

1960. He graduated from Berkeley i961andimmediately was accepted to Yale Law School,
which he compleiin 1964 .Jerry Brown clerked for California State Supreme €dustice

Mathew Tobrinemwhile he studied for the California Bar Exam, at the time living in the
California @oavereragr dfhemaemgdi of his fatherds se
thirty, Jerry Brown moved to Los Angeles, where he joined the Tuttle & Taylor law firm and
would soon make the initial steps beginning his career in politics.
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The Oral History Project

Working as an interviewer with the Oral History Center (OHC) since 2004, | was long aware that
Jerry Brown had not yet sat for an oral history and that it would eventually need to ki done

might say that it was one of the interviews | personally watai@ebrk on and see to fruition.

Then, in 2018, with the end of Jerry Brownos
the planning process, yet still without the necessary financial resources in place to make it

happen. Because the University ofiCdlor ni a does not underwrite th
projects, we worked to secure funding for this interview, which clearly was going to be longer

than most. In this context came a call from Scott Shafer, the senior politics editor with San
FranciQGkE®.6sSKafer inquired i f OHC had begun it
| arranged to speak, during which he shared his hope of producing sepistide podcast series
documenting Br owihgedorgmadtastd/jerrgbaoiud was iftreyued itk the

notion of partnering with KQED and, especially, with a political reporter whose work | greatly

admired. | recognized that adding additional people and institutions to the mikaoigplicate

the process and potentially change the outcomes, but Shafer and | decided that a partnership

might be mutually advantageous from several angles, so we drafted a working plan.

First off, we assembled a project team, the core memberkicth would be myself, Scott

Shafer, KQED politics reporter Guy Marzorati, and OHC political historian Todd Holmes.
Additional KQED staff, most notably Queena Kim, would participate by managing the recording
of the interviews; OHC staff, most centrallyi chlessinger and David Dunham with the

capable assistance of Berkeley undergraduate JD Mireles managed the production of the final
transcript and the preservation of the recordings. The project team agreed to schedule all
meetings and interview sessiatsghe convenience of the governor with the mutual agreement of
all interviewers. OHC pledged to manage the paperwork, transcription, editing, reviewing, and
finalization of the complete interview transcript. OHC, as a research unit within The Bancroft
Library at UC Berkeley, would also preserve, archive, and provide public access to the transcript
and audio recordings. It is worth noting that OHC typically video records its oral histories, but in
a planning meeting with the governor in January 2018, he matkar that this was to be an
audiconl y fAoral 0o history. Baegualitytesosdings QEHRIr podcasd ed br
series, KQED assumed responsibility for that portion of the work.

The project team recognized that a great deal of preparattbhaekground research were going

to be essential for a successful oral history. OHC oral historians and KQED staff agreed to
collaborate to develop an overview interview outline at the commencement of the project and

then, as the project unfolded, inteswi outlines in advance of each interview session. This

exchange helped the interviewers establish not only a shared agenda, but also a unique method in
which two, three, and sometimes even four people were asking questions of the governor. Still,

we recogized from early on that collaboration was key. While one interviewer might take the

lead in one portion of the interview or another, overall the research and interviewing
responsibilities were shared.

With a general plan in place, the final piece requwed the formal agreement of the governor

to participate in what we anticipated would be multiple recording sessions resulting in roughly a

forty hour interview. In fall 2018, Shafer and Marzorati worked closely with Evan Westrup, then

press secretarytbte governor, to present our plan. With


https://www.kqed.org/podcasts/jerrybrown

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley XXii

participate, Shafer, Marzorati, Holmes and | met the governor in the historic mansion on what

was one of his final days in office. The gove
interviews but he took the time to meet with us, during which we discovered that, while

interested, he was not yet quite sold on the idea. He asked several tough questions about the
process, our agenda, and the anticipated outcomes. He was keenly awassfétia¢hihad done

a life history interview with OHC (then the Regional Oral History Office) which was released in

19826 and he later told us that the existence of that oral history was key in his decision to
participate in one himself. In the months lewdup to the end of his term, Brown proved
reluctant to discuss his fAlegacy, 0 but he ul't

This oral history is appropriately the first interview of the newly relaunched California State
Government Oral History Prograrads.ca.gov/archives/adrprograms/orahistory). At the

same time the Brown interview was in the planning stages, wewanking withthe Center for
California Studies at Semmento State, the California State Archives, and the California State
Librarian to get the state legislatucerenew funding for this program. The program first was
established in 1985 with a vote of 6ftate st at e
shall conduct under the administration of the State Archives a regular governmental history
documentation program to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of
state policy developmentiase mnafill egeedti meChli B
program was initiated in 1986 and in the ensuing decades scores of elected officials, appointees,
and key government staff werderviewed. The program continued until 2003, when funding

was pulled due to the state finaraesis that year and was not immediately restored when the
state budget returned to balance. For the fiscal yeaii 2018 state budget, Alex Padilla,

California Secretary of State, secured funds to relaunch the program administered by the State
Archives The reinvestment in the California State Government Oral History Program was
essential in getting this interview completed and now available as a benefit to the public.

The formal interview sessions began on February 4, 2019, at the Mountain Hodisell,
Browndés historic ranch in Colusa County, Cal/
would be recorded. A total of twenty interview sessions were conducted between February and
October 2, 2019, when the final session was completed. Sessidretwaen, roughly, ninety

minutes and three hours; on some days two sessions were recorded, one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon. Typically, the project team convened at the Mountain House on Monday
mornings, interviewed throughout the dayddnen spent the night in the nearby town of

Williams; we would then record another one or two sessions on Tuesday before returning home

that afternoon.

The original plans for the interview called for each main interviewer to focus on distinct chapters
in the long biography. While this did take place to a certain degree, a variety of factors led to a
more improvisational structure. Todd Holmes was set to play the lead role for OHC, while

Shafer was to be the lead interviewer on the KQED team. Howevemen2D19, Holmes was

forced to attend to an ongoing family medical emergency, so his role, unfortunately, became
more limited in subsequent sessions; while Holmes contributed significantly to the research and
guestioning in the first several sessions, ematinued to make important contributions to

background research, he was unable to attend a number of interview sessions in which he was to
play a lead role. When Holmes had to step away, fortunately Shafer was able and willing to fill

in any gaps. My plamed role as interviewer for this project was to focus on certain specific
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i ssues such as Brownds engagement with new id
policies and approaches to taxation, his years relatively out of the spotlight betweend 983 a

1998, and then his terms as Mayor of Oakland and California Attorney General. Shafer

thusbecame the lead interviewer for this project, asking the majority of questions, pushing the
governor on issues from election strategy to his relationship withrdingga Rondstadt. Shafer

brought his indepth and otthe-ground knowledge of California politics, particularly of the

players, the issues, and the trends to this project. Although working largely behind the scenes,

the role of Guy Marzorati deserves atten: alongside myself and Holmes, Marzorati

contributed greatly to the extensive research dossiers and interview outlines that guided this

project. He also conducted numerous background interviews with Brown associates which both
informed our questions agell as contributed to the KQED podcast series (we anticipate

including these interviews in the OHC collection at a later date). Readers of the transcript will

also see occasional contributions from Marzorati as well as Queena Kim and Evan Westrup. |
alsowant to acknowledge the good -justpublisiedgoupf havi
biography of the Brown familyThe Browns of Californi§2018), as a key resource.

The KQED team uploaded digital audio files for each interview session and thosshaese

with OHC. OHC then oversaw the transcription of each interview session. Draft transcripts were
edited by myself and Todd Hol mes. When editin
unchanged in most every instance, making only minor ediis &vrors or improve clarity if our

task was clear. We did edit the transcripts in two more substantive ways: first, the governor

would sometimes appear to finish a response at which point a question would be asked, but then

he resumed his original answé#ris created a number of unnecessary disjunctures in the

transcript which were easily resolved with the removal of theobptace questions (which were
subsequently asked, wuswually verbatim). The se
thereco d 0 content or other extraneous conversat.
recordings prior to the official beginning of the interview and thus captured some material that

was not intended for public release, so this was cut; similarly, theigmtewas sometimes

interrupted by external sounds (phones ringing, dogs barking, guests arriving), so these were
deleted from the final transcript as well.

Edited transcripts then were provided to the governor for review and to approve. Evan Westrup

took the lead on ensuring the timely and thorough review of these transcripts. The governor

made very few edits throughout the roughly 800 pages of transcripts. OHC staff then prepared a
final transcript, which ent ai rsigedableof toatenisng Br o
and assembling the additional material included in this document. Former Governor Gray Davis,
who served as Browndos chief of staff between
thoughtful and thorough Foreword to this oral higt@hortly after the release of this transcript,

it will be cataloged and archived by The Bancroft Library. It will be available on the websites of
the Oral History Center and the University of
(ucblib.link/OHGjbrown). We anticipate by late spring 2020, the complete audio recordings of

the interview (edited to conform to the lightly edited transcript) will be available for users to

listen to on the OHC website. Moreover, the recordings will be synchronizetheitranscript

to enable users to search full text content in this-thased media. All of the oral history

materials (recordings and transcripts) will be deposited with the California State Archives and
available to users through their website as wgels(ca.gov/archives
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Considerations of the Interview

A question often heard by oral historians is: what is the difference between journalism and oral
history? It is not the easiest question, but ther@adesv points upon which there is some

agreement. Oral history interviews are, by definition, recorded, preserved, and made accessible,

in some fashion and at some date, to the pdblio researchers who may wish to quote from

the interviews and from otheesearchers who want to confirm the use and context of those
quotes. Many or al hi storians provide the inte
the interview (recording and/or transcript) prior to its deposit in an archive or relehse to t

public. This arrangement allows for candor in an oftenfmmmat interview because the

narrator knows she or he will be able to edit, seal, or otherwise prevent material from public

release. This is not standard operating procedure for journaligteugh simplifying the matter,
journalists | et those whom they are interview
Aoff the record; 06 rarely are interviewees (giyvVv
Aon t he r ec or dlenge tatheiprejecptens at the anset but an easy compromise

was made early on: the governor would in fact be given the opportunity to review and correct the
final transcript, but everything on thom recor
the recordo and thus would be available for K
created the potential for tricky moments down the road if the governor made substantial edits or
embargoed portions of his interview. Fortunately, Brown is expeegi® to say the least, with

media engagement and understood that everything recorded was the on record. While he chose

his words carefully, electing to discuss some issues obliquely or not at all, he remained engaged,
thoughtful, and largely candid througut the long interview process.

One additional way in which oral history methodology and radio journalism ran up against each

other is the issue of silence. Oral historians are taught time and again to allow potentially

awkward silence to happeninanant vi e w. We are tol d: dondét | mme
guestion after the narrator finishes their response. As a void, silence likes to be filled and it is

often productive to allow the narrator to fill that silence. Something new, unique, or thoughtful

migt be added. |l 6ve used this technique many t
for radio journalists, however, is the enemy: questions are asked quickly to keep the audience
engaged and the interviewee talking and, perhaps, a little offdeal&loreover, this oral history
featured two and often three interviewers. As
ways more like a lengthy but still rapfole radio interview than the kind of collaborative and
slowly-paced interviews oral Higrians typically create. So this interview, this transcript is very

much a hybrid document that resides at the boundaries of radio journalism and oral history.

As much as the circumstances of this project proved unique for oral history, the narragtir hims

was far out of the ordinary as well. We are fortunate to have a nearhhfmustyinterview
providing ample evidence of the uniqueness of
here. Jerry Brown, | found, to be a man with a largely unwayesén of core values and

principles who sometimes appears to choose contradictory ways in which to express those drives.

| am not the first to observe his belief in the value of frugality and in the virtue of austerity. And

sure enough, these twin strarade woven throughout this story, from entering the seminary, to

refusing the usual trappings of office when he became governor (such as limousines), to even
rejecting (and vetoing) his own partyds budge
recognizestaa profound level that we live in a world with limits and therefore it is virtuous to
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learn to live with those limits, making the most of the precious resources, opportunities, and time
that we have. There is a very neat intersection then between hdi€isth and his interest in

and real engagement with Zen Buddhism, which came to a real meeting point in Japan in the
1980s when he met with Father Lassalle, Jesuit, and Yamada Roshi, a Zen Buddhist leader. At
the same time, points that might be considedradictions appear in his narrative. For

example, Brown himself has expressed great distrust of major social institutions. | think the long
running distrust between Brown and the faculty and administration of the University of
California system comesodwn t o t he for mer 6s skepticism abolt
doctrinaire aspects of formal education (along with his suspicion that university professors fail to
appreciate the value of austerity). Why then would a man so critical of large socialiomstitu

spend his life seeking to lead them? Brown offers answers to this critical question throughout the
oral history. Perhaps most important among these is that Brown seems truly comfortable
inhabiting these apparent contradictions.

| have conducted hunelds of oral histories, but engaging with Jerry Brown was a new

experience for me. Partly this was due to the fact that there were often three interviewers in the

room; partly it was Jerry Brown himself. As a lifelong politician, Brown has ample reasen to b
suspicious of journalists and, based on his wrangling with professors, he feels largely ambivalent
about academics as well. So while Brown already knew Scott Shafer and he knew of the Oral

Hi story Center through hi sedanatwvhaes 6sst iilnlt errevg aerwd
journalists and the academics. o0 As will|l be ev
journalists as reducers and simplifiers while academics are mired in their concepts and jargon;

neither group has a great track recof@xplaining the world especially the world of politics

as it really is. For example, in session elev
certainly had a domestic policy through Il ine
quickyand di smissively, A Wa thitoyghlin€@ t hane 6 § uah o bhek
your metaphors. o Yet, then proceeds to offer

of interplay marked the entire interview process: sometimes it wasgineel and interesting,
while at other times it became a little trying. But | think all recognized that this was the way in
which Brown has always thought and engaged with others, friend and foe alike: not satisfied
with pablum or fuzzy thinking, vigoroudiscussion and pointed debate were necessary to push
any project forward. That spirit certainly reigned in this oral history interview.

Contributions of this Oral History

The purpose of oral history interviews is to create, preserve, and make accessipégdon

accounts of lived history. Although Oral History Center staff regularly offer interpretations and
analyses of their interviews, the prime goal in this center is to create documents (recordings and
transcripts) that are not beholdentoasifigiest or i anés research objectdi
seek information and ideas on a wide range of
expertise. To the extent that this is possible, we like to project and consider things that future
generabns might be interested in, and then ask our narrators to respond. So, any consideration

of the contributions of a single oral history will be limited knowing its likely contributions today.
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Speculation of future uses of this oral history aside, theratdeast three main areas of study of

the life of Jerry Brown, and politics much more broadly, that might be impacted by the contents

of this interview from todayo6s vantage point:
issues; the influeze of creative and unique ideas upon Brown and his agenda; and what might be
called the philosophy of realpolitéx of how politics really works, at least according to Brown.

In this oral history, we questioned Jerry Brown about many of the key socipbhinchl issues

of today and of decades past. We explored a variety of issues in the context of his first two terms

as governor (1979.983) and then how those issues disappeared, reappeared, or morphed during

his second two terms (2002019). A short lisbf these issues includes: taxation, criminal

justice, education, the environment, and immigration. One example of a particularly revealing
exchange comes with Browndés own narrative of
better known as Pro@31(1978). In his telling, he rebuffs critics from within his own party who

di sliked his embrace of the reform after it
could quite foll ovaw Ndwano one serioudlyisadiyshould subdert 6 s t h
thelawd what does that mean?0 He further details
law but then also the actions he took so that when the law was implemented something other

than disaster would strike. Secondly, we asked Browntabwariety of esoteric thinkers he has
engaged with and how those individuals and their ideas influenced his work of governing, a topic
little explored by historians to date. Stewart Brand, Ivan lllich, Gregory Bateson, Sim Van der

Ryn, and others appeirthis transcript as Brown relishes in their ideas and even explains how

they were made (or were attempted to be made) into programs and policy. Finally, and I think

most importantly, this oral history, taken as a whole, represents a kind of philogqqiyics

and governance. This philosophy manifests 1in
compl aining, then thereds no issue, no one do
substantive disquisitions on the central themes and pivotalemis of his half century in public

service (such as the decision to run for president in 1976 and 1980 and what he learned from

those defeats).

w
e

This oral hi story now joins OHCOG6s already maj
history. In addition to the aforementioned life history with Governor Pat Brown (and the much

| arger AGoodwin Knight and Edmund G. Brown Gu
has conducted oral histories with California Governor and US Supreare Cluef Justice Earl

Warren, State Assembly Speaker Willie Brown, Secretary of State March Fong Eu, as well as

major projects on the Ronald Reagan Gubernatorial Era and Women in California Politics. As
previously mentioned, the Jerry Brown oral hist@yhe first interview of the newly relaunched
California State Government Oral History Program sponsored by the California Secretary of

State, State Archives.
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Interview 1: February 4, 2019

01-00:00:00

Shafer:

01-00:00:10
Brown:

01-00:00:11
Shafer:

01-00:00:28
Brown:

01-00:00:33
Shafer:

01-00:00:34
Brown:

01-00:00:38
Shafer:

01-00:00:42
Brown:

01-00:02:26
Shafer:

This is Monday, February 4, 2019, and the first recording with Governor Jerry
Brown. Wedre at his ranch in Colusa Cou

Yes.

AndwithCaliland Col usa [ Gover n@rhatbve roighthé s dogs
hearing from time to time. All right, Governor, first of all, | just want to ask you

just in general, youbve been out of off
been for you?

Excell ent! | t has been one of the Dbest
How so?
[l aughing] Well, therebds not any probl e

Has it been a period of just sort of letting go then?

You know, | 6ve bedn domnkbdd ktnhoamt qquu & set iwchm
Because each day seems similar to the previous day. We change only slowly over
ti me. So | 6 m o n |l-five ngles,frangtheacapitah Ihadrmoveds i x t y

fromOakl and into the mansion a few years
stuff from the mansion to the Mountain House. And this is a structure and a home
we just built, so thereds a |l ot of putt

complete this house, drit has great historic significance to me, and even, | think,
to others. So that is exciting in itself, and it requires a lot of work.

This thing just didndét happen. Even to

a few years, and we had a lo8at offered a lot of choices, so all over here,

twenty-five hundred acres. So we decided to put it exactly where the stagecoach

hotel was about a hundred yards off in that direction, and there was a barn right
there, and youdve prndhkalkiny ws enchne tthheer ptihca
in here. [Brown looks at photographs in the book: Miriam PaWe, Browns of

California: The Family Dynasty that Transformed a State and Shaped a Nation

2018.]

Where would it be?
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Let 6s see i f wé itmasnhbe ihihaeedrly pant.dleafing throughr e
book]. All right. Do you see that mountain?

Yeah.

Thatdés that mountain right there.[point
So that barn we burnt down, so weodre |
transition, itds been a continuous effo
over twenty years, to do this. And so completingdghshi ch we havenoét
completedygiand wor king on it, is very exciti
| eaving one thing as though thatods an e
ways, equally as exciting as being gove

different reality.

But it is reconstituting a place and reinhabiting a place that my-graatifather

[August Schuckmaid and others before hilncame here in the nineteenth

century. So to be able to give new life to a place with such historic significance is
veryexciting. Aml it 6s exciting because whatever
a certain logic. And the logic was that there was a lot of flooding going on in
Sacramento, so peoplany greatgrandfather among thémwere seeking higher

ground. And this was a place wherecéese it was all done on horseback and
stagecoach, people stopped to get new horses, fresh horses, and maybe stayed
overnight on their way to the mines or on their way to spas. And there were a

great many spas in Colusa and Lake County in the nineteanrttirxceBut then

that fades away, the spas decline, the mines exhaust themselves, the car replaces

the horse, and therefore the functioning of a stagecoach disappears, a stagecoach
stop, and the homesteading declines. The wheat price declines, the sbils don

produce the wheat as well as they do, the prices change, and it goes from
homesteading, with many plots and a lot of activity, a lot of families, a local
schoolherd it goes into pastureland, principa
cattle.

But there isa certain new vitality. | have a neighbor a mile and a half away, and
she and her husband are building an organic cheese dairy, which will take many

years. Andsothat@slsoa new beginning, so | real ly
something new and somethiegx ci t i ng, but s onmeotetin ng t ha
the past, in my own family and Cali forn
have to say | dondt feel a real change
what 1 06m doing now.

Wel,l et 6s talk about a different thing.
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Oh,theraésa change, but itdéds not what you wo
from the i mportant to the trivial, or t
in the midst of action and, wean say creativity, in a way that | find very exciting.

Yeah. Well, | etds talk about the beginn
19387

Yeah, | have no recollection of that.

[laughing] Wel, others do, fortunately. But you were born toward the middle end,
beginning of the end maybe, of the Great Depression. You were born a few years
before World War Il began, Pearl Harbor. What are some of your earliest
memories or your neighborhood ane lih Forest Hill on Magellan Ave.?

Oh, we didndét grow up in Forest Hill. W
grandfatherds house on my motherds side
[side conversation deleted]

All right. So we lived [in San Francisco] at Seventeenth and Shrader, and that was

my [grandfather] Capt. Laynedbs house. A
[ Bernice E. Layne Brown] and father [ Ed

there so my mother could help rgyandfather. And we lived there until sometime

in 1941. My grandfather died in 1940, a
and brother wanted to selthemisdtherefarad t hey
they had to sell it on the market. Artetefore they had to leave, and so they

moved to Forest Hill. So | do remember moving to Magéllanh at 6 s t he ot h
place | stayed until | left to go to college and then to seminary. But | did like that

house at Seventeenth and Shrader. | do remember &. ne mber my r oo m.
been back there since. |l téds kind of a s
Layne.

He was a police officer/a police chief.

He was a police captain in the San Francisco Police Departiibet. tDan

tha© it was a big house, but just a few childhood memories. So then we moved to
Forest Hill, and it was smaller and probably it was foggy, it had a sense of
grayness, because it was probably foggy, as it was most of the time.

Yeah, ané as | said, the wér you moved the year of Pearl Harbor.
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me mber Pearl Har bor . Even
1

ho
, and | remember t hat , bu I

t
t
Were there things that your family did that were related either to the wad 6r to

Well, the air raids, where they put up that special kind of paper that blocks out the

light. So there would be air raids. We hadaarraid warden. He would come

over, and it was someone who lived on the block and checked to make sure there
was no |ight showing, and theredd be th
my sisters [see full names below] and mother would play cadastey these

things, and we had to keep the light from escaping, and so | do remember that. |
remember rationing | mean the ration cards. That was interesting.

And did it seem like you were livinginakindbol wonoét salut depri va
that you were a part of a larger effort that was with thérest

No, no. | did not have that sense at al
compare what is available today witten ités not even cl ose.
of thousands of different options and products that you can get in stores. Things

were a lot simpler. The bread man delivered, the milk man delivered, the ice

madwe di dndét have ice, but the peopl e ac
would come by. So it @s exciting, it was interestidgt her e 6s no bombs
thereds no crime, therebds no turbulence

so it seemed completely normal to me.

You had two older sisters [Cynthia Brown Kelly and Igaa Brown Casey
Siggins], and eventually a younger sister [Kathleen L. Brown] as well.

Yeah.

Were you sort of the favorite kid for a while?

No, I woul dndot say | walboughthwas. B hgeewi t e .
up in the prehelicopterparent environment. So my mother had plenty to do

taking care of her three children, and then her four children. My father was fully
engaged in his work, first as a lawyer, then seeking offices. He gtectldistrict

attorney, and their lives were full of their activiéeand our lives were the lives

of children. So we played and we went to school. The only times we were
together were when wedd have dinner or
Otherwise, | think there was a preétyyou know, not an impenetrable lihdut

there was a demarcation. Adults had their parties, they had their conversation, and
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they had their activities, and then the
play and wenttoshool . | dondét think there was a

|l think your dad became DA in San Franc
I n 064 3, 0 yeahyweel§ it was Noeember; | was five. | wakindergarten.
Yeah, what do you remember?

Well, | was in kindergartehl was i n Mi s sPoRtaughdrse ardl a s s .
all three of my sisters. Well, | remember the election. | remember the little cards

that he would hand out with his picture on it. And | remember going into the
voting booth, because San Francisco had
pull the curtain and then youdd move th
found that interesting.

What was interesting?

Well, just the machine! | resaneone, der e wa
block away, it was their basement, and people would line up. It happened only on
Election Day, so that made it interesting. The first election | would probably
remember would be November of 0643. And
of 643, and onhléimk, Miss Pdnhad lkeveryonendraw a figure, |

think maybe of clowns or other things, and she put it together in a booklet, and we
gave it to my father as kind of his gift for winning.

[laughing] Clowns? [laughter]

Yeah, welb it might not have beént hat 6 s ki nd of ndy memory
people, persons.

Did it seem to you, as a fiwgearold, you know, your dadl as you go to the
voting booth with your father, did it seem to you, and to ygmoiings, like a big
deal? What did it seem like?

No, I woul dndt c aldladealtltwas justia tpt ofdtleosel . It w
things you do, like go to the grocery store. It was something different.

But | mean him getting elected.
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01-00:14:24

Brown: Oh, getting electetll dondédt have a great memory of
remember more of that. I dondt remember
little card that he handed out, and | have some afetlpmsters to this day.
| remember the swearirig, which was on January 8, 1944, and we sat on the
steps inside there on the rotunda. And Mayor [Roger D.] Lapham was being
sworn in, and my father as well. So | do remember driving to the city hall. | have
a clear memory of that because | asked my father whether [Matthew A.] Brady,
Matt Brady, the fiveterm incumbent that lost, would he be tiéergould he be
sworn out as my father would be sworn i
they called it a searingin. Actually, | have a picture, not a very distinct picture,
but you can see all the people gathered in the rotunda in San Francisco City Hall.

01-00:15:46

Shafer: And did it seem to changm®ur status at school? Did your friends treat you any
differently?

01-00:15:52

Brown: No.

01-00:15:53

Shafer: Not at all?

01-00:15:54

Brown: I dondt know t hatdwehl &cgertamly was nokvargsalierd.b o u t
| think for a fiveyearold, who is district attorney is not of significance. [laughter]
And wasnot, as far as | can remember.

01-00:16:08

Shafer: Talk about your parent¥our dad, obviously, was running for office, | think by
the time you were born.

01-00:16:15

Brown: Yeah.

01-00:16:16

Shafer: And your mom was a stagt-home mom, but she had gone to college also. She
went to Cal, | think.

01-00:16:21

Brown: Yeah.

01-00:16:22

Shafer: Talk about your two parents and the roles that they played in the family.

01-00:16:28

Brown: Well, they played the roles of husband and wife, and mother and father. My
mother did the cooking; my father did not spend any time initokdn. And
everything seemed to go al ong. I think

go on vacation to the Russian River or to Yosemite. That was exciting, that we
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would do as a family. And of course the first few years we did it, there was no

Kathleend my youngest sister. She came along in 1945. So | enjoyed the

vacations together, otherwise it was just pretty normal. And we had a lot of kids

on the block. I once counted over, | think, fefitye kids on the block, just on
Magellan Ave., thatoneblec, t he 400 bl ock. So |1 6d spe
on the street.

But | do remember the trips to Yosemite. | hiked the Ledge Trail, and | think |

was five that year. And itdéds now cl osed
the Firefal® from what is 1, Glacier Pt. You go from Camp Curry, and you hike
straight up the rock. WélLetdsoOt aket andva
mother and my father and myself, and we ended up going to the top. And |

remember that because there was no food. Thiglwasg the war, so it might

have been 642. So we got wup there, and
machine, and then we came down the Adiue Trail. But for someone who was
four or five, i tds about a mi laneafnd a h

the traib it was a little scary. And then we walked down the Rdile Tralil,

which was much easier, so | remember that. | remember Yosemite. And |
remember going to Twain Harte; | |l earne
in school, so vacain and playing were my principal interests.

Why weren6ét you interested in school ?
It wasndét that interesting.
And youodore talking about I|ike kindergar

Kindergarten through eighth grade, | think. [Shafer laughs] Or beyond! | mean, it
was pretty pedestrian and routinized. I

| ooking back, theredés not a |l ot of surp
Actually, I ikedk i nder garten better, because | r ¢
that. You could paint with a |Iittle eas

slop it around. That was all right.

Did you paint anything memorable?

No. I coul dndét paint. I had no talent i

Yeah, so it sounds like your mom and dad had a, what for the time was a pretty
traditional relationship.
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It seemed pretty normal to me.

Yeah, but your mom, as | mentioned, she had gone to university and was very
smart, | imagine. Did it seem to you either then, or looking back, that she made
some sacrifices?

That | dondét know. Coul eerlbelthinkonthe an she
whol e Magell an Ave., that whole bl ock,
be surprised.

And what about your dad?

It was a very differerd they were all families. | think one, two,afewd n 6t hav e
children. They were all, with a couple of exceptions, married. So there are no

single women or single men, so it was a pretty normal, middle class 1940s

America.

Do you feel like your mom and your dadhey obviously playedifferent roles
in the family. Like how would you say each of them shaped you and your
siblings? What are the traits?

Oh, just a pretty normal life. My father was at the officas he would say
making money. | as k,edDahd ?no, HieWhsaati dd,o fylo un
One time we were driving by the [ San Fr
where Daddy works?0 And she said, fANo. O
hedd read his adyv aleareportssat come gonithet s, t h
appell ate cases. Hed6d read those, or
afternoon papers in those days. And t

was pretty ordinary, | would say.

e
re
he

Did you talk about his day or youryeor did you talk about bigger things?
| candt remembér when we did, but
No memory, and what about your mom?

Wedd talk about whatodés happenigegeal as th
conversati on alddmdan, molpaticidastopeg,dutafyll o n

exchange among my sisters, myself, my mother, and my father. There was no one
quiet person there that | can think of.
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Yeah, and do you feel like youramd you probably spent more time with her, |
imagine.

Yeah, we dmendth dhspgendl!|l didndét stay in

out playing or visiting other peopl eds

t

my mother or my sisters, that just wasn

sisters were doing things, and peoptauld be home for dinner.

|l remember my chil dhood. My ddad wasnodt

Oh, my father was around! Every night he was there.

Yeah, but | remember talking to my fatherabo pol i t i cs. I me a n

reasons | gonterestedn politics.

Il dondt remember t al kidmaybeathedalistict pol i t i
attorney, people would call on the te
hebd at the dinner table and he said,
tell him whoés calling. So there woul
were a | ot of family welfare issues t
hear abouit. Not the details, but just certain women would call and complain
about this or that. |l do recall that,
substantive issue.

And what about religion in the family? Your dad was Catholic; your mas a
Protestant. How did that kind &f?

't didndédt come up very much. |l woul d
What about going to church?

Oh, at some point | know | was at West Portal, so that was only a block and a half
away. They said, ANow youdbve got to go
that. And | candét remember when we star
church every Sunday My mot her woul d often c¢come,

for the most part.

But thatés it. Wedd just go to church,

flamboyant pastor, Msgr. [Harold E.] Collins, and | guess when my father was

a

a
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DA or attorney generaprobably DA, he would always tell him to come down
and sit in the first row, so it was a little bit of a show.

01-00:24:38

Shafer: A flamboyan® what do you mean?

01-00:24:40

Brown: He would just talk. He al wayesbessohdlld St .
the other churches, so he was a booster
flamboyant, but a booster. And we would
depending upon the Masses. You could go to the 9:00am Mass; you had a
10:15am Mass; you hadl2:15pm Mass sometim@sdepending on where it was
most convenient, and we would drive.

01-00:25:10

Shafer: And did it seem like you were going because your father wanted you to go? Or
because it was like some politiciéns

01-00:25:16

Brown: No, wetbdggqg ubec aus did. Yol gottodclurchvdnm Sunddyyauu
go to school, you go to church.

01-00:25:26

Shafer: Oh, so it wasnodét for show, in té&rms of,

01-00:25:29

Brown: Well, it might have been, butiidd n 6t stri ke me that way.

01-00:25:32

Shafer: Yeah, and what about catechism class? Obviously, you became more interested in
Catholicism.

01-00:25:37

Brown: Yeah, | would go to St. Brendanodos, in t
nuns, and they taght catechism class. We had our little Baltimore Catechism, and
so | remember going through that for a few years. Then, in 1947, | transferred
from West Portal and went into the fift
catechism class, because were in a Catholic school and we had religion every
day.

01-00:26:06

Shafer: And did you remember that being more interesting, or not?

01-00:26:10

Brown: The biblical storied they had an easel, and they had pictures of the different
stories frommostly from the New Testament, maybe from the Old Testamlent
found that very interesting, yeah.

01-00:26:30

Shafer: Did you find it interesting because the stories were interestidgdiol you

believe them as like truth?
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Yeah,welwe beli eved Adam and Eve wede the
the serpent, the sin, the Garden of Edetl that, yeah. Mortal sin, venial sin,

crucifixion, resurrection, grace, communion, confession, seven sacréntbats

whole nine yards. It takes awe to get all that. But from catechism class, starting

in the 1940s, and then going through high school, Santa Clara, the seminary, up

unt il |l went to Berkeley in 1960, thato
Catholic religious instruction.

And wedre going to get to some of those
remember, as you were young, going through religious training?

No, we made our first Communion. | remember that. We have pictures of that.
We went out to Lakeside after that, and we had our little short pants and a little
white sash on our arm, and we got our rosary beads and a little missal, so |
remember that.

But | mean was there a point where as you were studying [swgfipgers] that
something clicked for you?

No, what do you mean it clicked? It was what it was, so it was part of the
| andscape. It was just part of reality;

And did you engage with thghurch in a different way than your siblings, or not
really?

| candt tell . Theyolthekny sister Bathara iosewdre r t h a
years older than me, and Cynthia was f|
w e r e tiirggtaround discussing religion or theology or politics. Barbara had her
friends, Cynthia had her friends, and | magfriends, so a sort of normal

differentiation.

Yeah, and your friends you mostly hung out with boys in the neighbood?

Yeah.

And who were some of your friends?

Well, thereds Mark McGuinness, Peter RO

[McGuinness], Charlie Corsiglia, Mitchell Johnson.
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And what did you guys do when you were hanging out?

Well, we played hidandgo-seek in the early years, running around to all the

di fferent houses and backyards around
Ther e wamamyncars then dn Magellan Ave. You could actually play
hockey with roller skates. And then
some point, rode our bikes and wedd
grew up.

w
r

Did you consider yourself an athlete or were you interested in sports?

No. Well, | mean we playédthatwass port s. West Portal di
organi zed sports that | knesportethingisaor
recent inventionThere was the Pop Warner league, which | went one day to try
out for, but | didn6t have any intere
there was not uniforms @rparents were not taking their kids to games. That

started in high school.

You were the only boy. You had three sisters. What was that dynamic like, and
did you wish you had a brother?

Yeah, | did, because there wasnot a |
were older, so they had different activities, certainly, growing up. And | was
probably not very interesting to them. My friends in the neighborhood were not
their friends. Thg had ot her people they I|iked

e
i

o O

di
di

St

ot

to
di fferentiation. The school creates gra
t he

second grade, youbor e addihé foueth geadd, muchhlessa
eighth grade. So schoolingnlike, | think, being on a farm or being in an earlier
period in historg or being on this ranéhyou stick to your grades. At the school
you didnét want to talk to the younge
ones. You knew who they were; you sénem, but that was that.

| also noticed that the peopleinschibdl 6 ve r ef | ect @&most@ofn t hi
the people | spent time with, they I
school, and it was rare that somebody just from the school would canamy
play. That was true at West Portal, a
went . So school just occupi ednobodyur t i
talked in class. The teacher talked, or you answered questions or raised your hand.
And thenw e 6 d & ptreeegs and lunchtime, there would be, obviously, playing

in the yard. And then when we went home it was more of that. The people that |
gravitated toward were the people in the neighborhood.

r

S
vV e

nd
me
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Mark McGuinness was on the corner, and they higtleabasketball court, and
|l 6d say thatodos a predominant activity a

You said you were reflecting recently on the fact, | think, that the kids all had
grown up in the neighborhood? Is that what you were referrihg to

No, |l was saying that | di
b

i d
werenot | iving within a | o

~ O

noét fo
c r

As you were reflecting on it, what did you think?

Just that schooling is an odd institution, and it controls and occupies your time

and forces you into these exercises. An
and you pick it up again the next day. So | guess | was reflecting on the fact that
schoolirg did not create the conversations or the interaction or the being together

with, that maybe being at Santa Clara did, where you have a tfoemtiiour

environment, and you had a chance to eat meals with people, like at Santa Clara

or in the seminary ortahe International House at Berkeley. There was an

opportunity to have discussions, get acquainted with people, whereas these

schools, these grammar schools, you just go, and you do your pupil activity, and

then you go home. And the only real interaci®msometimes you go to school,

come and go with certain people, or | would get rides with various parents. My
father and my mother didnodét ditwasvre us to
onl vy, I dondédt know how far, eamdbably | e
from a neighbor, | would, and then you would talk to people and meet people.
Otherwise, it was a kind of a controlled existence, in that sense.

Did you find that confining at all?

| dondt tthiorukg hit raebalulty it . | didndét find
sitting there in class. It was interesting enough. It was all iyhtit seems to be,

i f I can compare, and | dondt know t hat
important today. me a n my parents wouldndt ask me
today?0 Maybe they did, but | dondt hav

any great emphasiso®it 6d get my report card and ¢t
that was that. Today we have #iis data collection, and we have a statewide

computer with all the different performance metrics for all 6 million children.

And thereds a band of academics that wa
people are judging neighborhoods and schools byniteics on the state exams.

So thatdés all an invention of more rece

And you think thatés a mistake?
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01-00:36:29

Brown: Wel | , Il 6m skeptical that regimentation
wisdom, knowledge, and eativity.

01-00:36:45

Shafer: Wel | |, in that regard, I think it was a
being a rambunctious handful, and | think maybe it was another member of your
family, maybe your godmother, called ybu

01-00:37:00

Brown: Not my godmother. That would have been my aunt.

01-00:37:04

Shafer: She called you a hellion. Does that ring true for you at all? [laughing]

01-00:37:07

Brown: Oh yeah, because when youbre young, Vyou
around. waoatto si@ll s wéwere always outside running around doing
one thing or another.

01-00:37:18

Shafer: No more so than the other kids?

01-00:37:20

Brown: No. What are you talking about, five, s

01-00:37:28

Shafer: What 6s the worst thing you did as a kid

01-00:37:31

Brown: |l dondét think there was anything partic
name in the cement that hadndét dried ye
afewdi rt c¢clods at neighborsdé houses. Il ho
something. Thatdés fun, to provoke peopl
challenge is the excitement and to avoid boredom, which school represented in
some respect s. tkidsare gtadhta gebost ofwdngol andas play.
That 6 s wh agedtocbb. iTddaylit seends like school and sports is the
controlling mechanism.

01-00:38:20

Shafer: At some point you, | think, got interested in boxing?

01-00:38:23

Brown: No,thabs not true.

01-00:38:24

Shafer: Oh, itds not true?



01-00:38:24
Brown:

01-00:38:40

Shafer:

01-00:38:41
Brown:

01-00:38:55
Shafer:

01-00:38:56
Brown:

01-00:39:07
Shafer:

01-00:39:09
Brown:

01-00:39:10
Shafer:

01-00:39:12
Brown:

01-00:39:16
Shafer:

01-00:39:18
Brown:

01-00:39:19
Shafer:

01-00:39:20
Brown:

01-00:39:24
Shafer:

01-00:39:26
Brown:

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 15

We had senior fight night. My senior year, they had a fight night for seniors. And
| participated in that, but it was a enght, threeround experience, and they had
four or fiveother fights the same night.

Describe what they were.

Oh, i1 tos
weigh your hands down, and | was in a threend match, and | won and thaas
good. But that was my first and last experience as a boxer. [laughter]

So you just had one fight?

Ondwel |,

ni

a

it os
ght . That dhingsjtheysdid in those dagsf

fight, i

onl vy

And did you have like a good left hook?

canot remember .

You donot

Wel | | no,

remember ?

t

wasnot

td6s a

seni or

t hat

So it was in like a boxing ring with the whole thing?

Yeah, in a ring in the gym.

This is a Catholic school campus?

In the gym. With all the kids standing by watching.

And the school sponsored that?

boxing match.

fight night.
t he

sophisticated.

Yeah, it wasat the school, in the school gymnasium, an event called the senior
fight night. And it was voluntary, of courdesome people did it, some people

di

dnot .
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Yeah, and your one match, who was that against?

Peter Roddy.

And what happened?

Wel | | I knocked him down, and | won on
knock out. But I won. [ t hi nk t B art was
sincel!

[laughing] | remember when we talked a few weeks ago, we were chatting about
the fact that you wished youdéd had a br
brother.

Wel | | because itds Kkdtnhde roef wvoaosométtany ajluwsaty s
to play with. That was the big thinBlay was just the name of the gatnand
who you playwith. So | liked to be with others.

You mentioned, I think, going over to B
had a bunch of bro#rs.

Yeah, | went over theéel think | only went over there once or twice. Well, they

had six children, as | recall. Three boys and three girls. And they had three stories
in their house, which | found interesting, because we onlywmadsio that seemed

like a big house to me.

Yeah. Kat hl een was bor n, I t hink, in 04

Yes.

What do you remember? Did that change? A lot of times in a lot of families, the
youngest person get the attention, so suddenly it was a hew youngest person,
a little infant girl in the family. What did that change?

| dondédt know that it changed dayoungnuc h.
boy is not paying much attention teshbaby sister, | can tell you that. [Shafer

| aughs] Wedre out there riding our bicy
basketball.
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You werend6t doting on your |little siste

No, no.

Nothing like that, no.

There wasnét a | ot of doting in my fami

What do you mean?

Well, just what you said. You conjured
not something thathad much experience of.

Yeah. So talk more, a little bit more about your mom. She was around, and your
dad was working a lot. What was she like as a mother?

Umdo f i ne! I wasndét i nto mafkiimeg. aWeg diodpdatr
a lot of fights, things were pretty, you kndwife was relatively simple. Certainly

during the war, and afterwards, my mother had her activities. She took care of the
house. As my sisters got older, they started doing cooking asawellye had to

wash the dishes or dry the dishes. That

|l wasnot that diligent. So thatoés all
the women in the general neighborhood, and their husbands were friends of my
father, and they would have parties occ
for when we went on vacati on, and then

A lot of times in families the one parent will be more strict, or one wdl lilee
what ?

Oh, | think they were kind of equialmy mother was around more, so she was

more of the disciplinarian. But | staye
colliding in terms of, Adonettysipte t hi s, 0
|l ife. You could go out the door, and yo
come back and go to dinner and go to bed. There was no television. There was

maybedno, we didndét | isten to records tha

had the 0pm program3 Tom Mix andCaptain Midnight and things like that.
But | would just sit there and listen to it from 5:00 to 6:00.

Do you remember | istening to FDR6s fire
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01-00:43:57
Brown: No, | did rot listen to that. | remember the 1948 election, when [Harry S.] Truman
won. | do remember that, because my father and this fellow Homer Potter, who
was running the Truman campaign, he [|iwv
his son, of the same name $eah, | had moments where | paid attention to
elections.

| remember when Roosevelt died. | remember when the atomic bomb went off. |

just remember that day one of the ladies was walking down the street saying the
rosary, and Mrs. Potter, as a mattefaat, talking about how Roosevelt died.

And then the kid across the street, who was a year ahead of me at St. Ignatius,

came and said they dropped the atomic bomb. | asked him what tidat wag a n 6 t
remember what he said, but it seemed to be like a big.t8io the big world

event® | remember Manila, | remember the naManila on the map and then,

when youdre reading the newspaper, they
war against Japan, the war against Germany. So | picked up on those things, but it
was pretty remote. It wasnot | i ke | ivi
very kind of secure, safe, clean, heal
death is relatively rare, and everythi
came up.

S5 —+ 5

01-00:45:49
Shafer: Despite the blackouts of the windows and the drills?

01-00:45:51

Brown: Oh, that was fun! Yeah, the wathat was fun, and the rationing; the little ration
cards looked interesting. They had some kind of pictures ordthiay were lke
something you might collect, and just like milk tops were kind of interesting. You
know, wedd take the milk andormadhl ect a
books. See, life was relatively simple. [laughing] It seems very different than it is
today.

01-00:46:20
Shafer: You had to find your own fun.

01-00:46:22

Brown: Yeah. Now, my neighbors have three children, | think five, seven, and ten. The
baby was born, I think, just before they bought the ranch. And they work there on
t he r anchha melshcehyodaleed, and theydre mil kir
and turkeys. And dsaverytdiffaaentdverld, ghatbfindhvery wor |
i nstructive to how that would work. And
seeing people, and the people ia treighborhood, our neighbor whose cows run
on our land. A lot of physical work.

And | think back when my gregfrandfather August Schuckman was here, and

my grandmother [l da SchuckmanotBaeyown] , t
had to make everything. Theewas no electricity. There was no wethey got

their water from the rain in a cistern. But there was a lot of physical labor. So my
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experience was much more convendepist go to the grocery store. Yeah, there
were no supermarkets. | can remember whdaviey started, | think after World
War [ll]d in &5 or something. It was very simple and limited, compared to what

It Iis today, but 1 todés stildl extremely e
Speaking of which, | seem to remember that your parenygur mond the kids

would get allowance in exchange for chores.

|l didndét get a regular allowance, and I
sistersddt hat was more the girlsé job, to c
job was pst to play and cause trouble.

So you didnoét aé&kl a dékli siongodi klee al l
dondtd?have

No. It wasnodot that well organized. It w
know.|l't was not a regimented I|life, | etods
regular occurrence and school was a regular occurrence, it was not a regimented
experience.

Looking back, or even at the time, did you feel lucky that wisters had to do

all the cleaning and stuff, when you were out?

No.

No?

| didndét think it was a mandéds job, a bo
gendered our rules were clearly moreegdered than they are today.

What about like taking out the garbage or cutting the lawn?

Oh yeah, taking out the garb@ggeah, you had to do certain things.

Yeah, yeah. Yourdad, duringhi s ti me, must have run fo
or something?

He ran in 646 for the attoohewasgpwogmner al ,
I n January of 0644, and he was running f

f
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01-00:49:42

Shafer: And he lost that race.

01-00:49:43

Brown: He lost that race. He won the primary, which was something, because the
candidate for governor | ost the-primary
filing. The candidates can run in both parties.

01-00:49:55

Shafer: Do you remember at any point campaigning with your dad? Were you around?
Would he take you to rallies or stuff?

01-00:50:03

Brown: | think | went to a few events. | remember going to a [Adlai E.] Stevenson event.
That woul d hav derbhmddnthep ls&d.to dob liveradime m
broadcasts, so |I remember that. My worl
doing his thing, and | knew about it, but it was a different world. It was a different
domai n. My father di dn dvatch mepiag basketbals ¢ h o o |
at Mark McGuinnesso0os house, or ride a b
had his world, I had my world, my mother had her world. It all was integrated, but
there were different roles.

01-00:50:59

Shafer: And that was jussthe way families were then.

01-00:51:00

Brown: Thatdés the way it was. Il think thatos t
block as | experienced it.

01-00:51:07

Shafer: Do you remember dinner time? Were there lively discussions?

01-00:51:11

Brown: Yeah, | think | remember that as discussions, talk. | remember more not wanting
to eat my vegetables than what they were talking at the table. That was a more
serious matter.

01-00:51:25

Shafer: So did they talk politics and stuff, or not?

01-00:51:27

Brown: Yeah, oh, they talked. Yeah, my father talked about paiiticch at 6 s what hi
subject matter was for most of his life, mayeof his life.

01-00:51:37

Shafer: Really? So that was really his main interest?

01-00:51:42

Brown: Yeah, | think. Certainly, there was, whatever it was we were talking about while

we were eating, like the district attorneys, there were campaigns, and there were
campaign contributors. There were labor union people, and there were judges and
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differentcou t cases. ltdés not very precise in
major events.

And your dad ran again for AG in 19507
He ran for AG in 650, yes, and he won.
So you would have been twelor so at that point?

I n 650? Well, yeah, in June, I woul d ha
have been the seventh grade.

Oh yeah, | remember who he ran against. He was defeated by a guy named
Frederick [N.] Howser. But Hoves lost the primary because he got in trouble
with some gamblers, or a gambling boat, in the vicinity of Catalina, andithe
Timesjumped on him. So Frederick Napoleon Howser was defeated in the
primary by a guy named Edward Shattuck, and my father matrh&0.

And do you remember that being a big deal, or how did you think about it?

Yeah, I guess it was. -e&laMasprobabhydin dndt go
school. Because school was the predominant function

|l 6m getting that.
Yeah. Well, thatdéds how they take care o

Yeah, do you feel like you had a good education? If you were in the eighth grade,
was it moe like rote memorization stuff?

Il think it was a pretty good education.
dondédt think | ever heard an incorrect E
parents, their grammar and syntax wa&r#out any errors.

| had the same nun in the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades, Sr. Roseen, O.P. [Order

or Preachers, also known as Dominican Order], who | kept in touch with until the

end of her life, which was only a few years ago, and she had perfect handwriting.
Youddowmstea ol paper to |l earn how to write
In fact, | had to work a little extra. It was the Palmer Method in West Portal, and

then in St. Brendands we got contr ol p a
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three lines. And somjigetters] would only go up one line, likegasmallg. But if
you had g, it would go up three lines. And so it was all of this lined padeto

recall that.

And in the eighth grade we had diagramming sentences, which | was not very

good at .keitl Butdie knevdwhat the seven parts of speech were, and we
did our multiplication tables. And

some of the loweperforming schools. So | would say, in general, it was a clear,
coherent education,

sothatwas n e . Yeah, it wasnot

where you get a lot of different experiences and enrichment. Thes& ands

theyore all n munsthere Viled the actiooliwas brara mew. Fifth

grade was the first year it opened. It was a @raew building. They seemed a

little foreign to me, because they came out from Chicago. They talked a little

funny from my point of view. It was different than West Pa@rtalwas a little
oppressive. You asked me if it wgsod | think it was a good edutian, but
e. They knew if someone caused
call the nuns, and the nuns would then call you to account in the classroom. So it

was pretty orderly, and there was no fooling around in the classes that | can
rememberYeah, and so it was a good, clear foundation, | would say.

oppressiv

| me an I
theydove Kk

al ways marvel thatognektadpyl e
i nd of deconstructed that

manner, but we had to.

What are the seven parts?

There are seven. What are they?

What are they?

You know what they are. [laughter]

Youdre talking about ndketha? verbs,

Yeah, the nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, adjedtidiEs| say adjectives?
Prepositions, conjunctions, interjections. Is that seven?

Yeah, very good.

Now, you
Meekerp [laughter]

d o n 6t ? DNdnyouknow thea[$peakirdy o Hyglraes and

i n s

one

donod
and

adve

(
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Theyodore academics!

| went to a Catholic high school, so that was drilled into me.

| learned that we | | | di dndtbvree meomlkesrd iitt, ulbputi n
recent years. So thatdés why | someti mes
seven parts of speech?o0

Because you have smaecky interviewers asking you that? [laughing]

But it does give a coherence. And similarly, | think there was a clarity there. |

have my English text from Santa ClaReading for Understandin@dited by Fr.

[Maurice B.] McNamee, and | look at it from time to time. And | marvel at the, |
gues<larity is the word, or it was a world view that was coherent and in place, as
opposed to the kind of postmodernist deconstruction of the world we have today,
where you donét have that. We had a wor
wrong. And you knew whavas a venial sin, what was a mortal sin, and you had

to go to church on Sunday. You ddtidnodot t
was aprettycledri t 6s ki nd of what you think of

Did you rebel against that at all?

No.

Not at all?

Wel | | I dondét think rebellion was even
that. It was a very stable world, and it just was what it was. The exciting times

were after schopsummer vacatiah that was it. And so | liked summer vacation,
Christmas vacation, Easter vacation, and recess much better than | liked school.

So that was just playing. You all go outside and run ar@wal know,

exuberance. Sort of like these dogsdb[eer enci ng hi s two dogs.
to sit around.

Burn off energy.

Yeah.

At some point you got interested in debate and elocution, | think, right?
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Well, | was on tle debating team. Yeah, | did find that interesting. So in the

debate team, the National Forensic Leag

tournaments at various high schools. People from the daldgrced, Ripon,
Bellarmine, Loweld were active in althat.

Do you remember some of the things you debated?

Yeah. We debated free trade, we debated universal conscription in a time of war.
We debated whether NATO should become a federation, whichuttieyately
did in the Common Market, of so&sot entirely. | think we debated the

El ectoral College. Each year, in those
year , and youbd be given either the aff
outatw minutes before you went into the

went to enough.

How did you prepare for them?

| didndét prepare that much,d0Tomet you had

magazineNewsweekAnd | also did the freshman elocution contest, which | won,
and the sophomore oratorical contest, which | won. | still have the medals sitting
in one of my boxes, one of my 250 boxes.

What does one have to do to win an elocution contest?

You have to convince the judges that
contestants.

But | mean, how do you do that?

| don @t juskdiddt.wpracticed, and that was that. But thereawar better
debaters than me at St. Ignatius High School.

Really?

Yeah. And Lowell had some good debaters. [Supreme Court Justice] Stephen [G.]
Breyer was a debater there. The guy | appointed fudge 6 s  slge,iStul a |
[Stuart R.] Pollak, was a debater. And we had people at St. Ignatius. Fr. [John]
Coleman was a debater. There was a team, with [Marc E.] Leland and Breyer, and
Lowell. Our team was Coleman and Biancho. There were others that were good. |
was moreback in the pack somewhere.

u

d
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[l aughing] Thatdés a |ittle surprising.

Wel | , it may be surprising, but i1itds tr
yourself. In order to do these topicsome of them are aliveday, debated

todayd you have to read contemporary journals, which | did. At that time | guess

it was just basicallffimeandNewsweek

That was it.

| would thinkthatwa8 and | 6 m trying towas.PhlhSk of wh
News & World Report

Wa s n 6 tLookamdlife®

Yeah, but they werendét going to give yo

[side conversation deleted]

So your given name was Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Right, right.

Everyone calls you Jerry.

My mother did.

How did that come about?

[ do
dn

6t know. |l was Jerry when otherf i r st
di t

n
0 want me to be called Eddi e, SO0 S

Did people call your dad Eddie?

No, no. They called him Pat. My grandmother, his mother, called him Edmund.
And | think his sisters called hiledmund. Connie [Constance Brown Carlson]
did, his sister.
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And one other thing just sort of random, but | remember reading, | think it was
from the oral history thatyourdad dids ou have a distinctive
know i f yaf tha or thinkesaboatrthat, but you have a very distinctive

voiced a little gravelly. And your dad mentioned that you had, | think, polyps or
something? Were you aware of that?

I remember people tal laeyherabout t hat, bu

They talked ?

Wel | |, they didndét do anything. I al ways
know whether some doctor said, AYou hayv
didnét want t o stmave damdyn 6ap erraavtei camsy, oper

Yeah, so that was that.

That was that.

[side conversation deleted]

|l think you graduated in 055 from St. |

| did.

Yeah, so talk about that school. Why did you go there?

Well, originally | wanted to go to [Archbishop] Riordan [High School], because it
was a newer school, and some of the kids in my neighborhood wiaetgtgere.

But then my father said to me, AYou can
said, fAWell, |1 dondt want to go to Lowe
then he said, AnOkay, wedll compromise a

have more tradition. o6 He thought that w
got accepted. So | went to St. Ignatius, and that was over on Turk and Stanyan, so

it was near where USF is today. So that was that for school. And | found that
muchmoreintas st i ng than St. Brendands. St . Br
confinement, so it was strict, and most people were glad to get out, at least at that

time. But | remember, talking to one of the girls who was a couple of years behind

me, and she commented hewh e di d n 6 t -glade keachet, BreAlicei g ht h
Joseph, who | found pleasant enough. But they were strict. | found St. Ignatius

much more interesting. You had different teachense had only one teacher. |
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had one teacher, Sr. Roseen, for three yeads| bad Sr. Alice Joseph for the

eighth grade, the final year. But in St. Ignatius, we madyclasses. | count more
than two hundred kids in the c¢class, so
St . B roepretlyamad. t was a new school.

And you just liked what, the diversity ®f?

Yeah, well it was more interesting. The ideas were interesting. The Jesuits were
interesting. The course matter was, there was more intellectual content and more
stimulation. lliked school better in high school, for sure.

Why didnét you want to go to Lowell ?

|l wanted to go to a Catholic school . I
and it left its mark.

Despite the confinemet

Well, yeah, | dondét think I connected t

Yeah,so | want to ask you a little bit more about the debate 3twf.u 6 d
mentioned some of the topics that you d
until right before the actual competition which side you were going to debate. Did

you have a preference?

No. I canot remember . I canot remember.

But I mean in terms of something you agreed with. Was it more fun to argue a
position you agreed with or disagreed with?

l 6m trying t & whaefeectrade/seciprosahteade. Those were the

twod a federation or a confederation for the European nations. The Electoral

College omott he El ectoral College. |1 dondt kn
particular process led one to a fixed belief in one positidgheother. It was

more figuring out ways of articulating the case, and we always divided the case

i nto facts and logic. Logic was the arg
forward, and then facts were usually citation&/t8. News & World Repqror
somet hing. I dondédt think there actually

itd logic and evidence.
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But as far as having a deeply held opinion of any of those four &piesn today
people talk about the Electoral College, and getting rid bf@&member the
arguments that America was founded as a

peopldi t was the states. Thatdés what t he e
at that time, it wasn®tatad eiatsticemvet add ayn,b
it in quite the same way you would today, with the one man/one vote, which we

didnét have in those days, so it seems

the point. The point was to win the debate! And to win the debate, you had to
convincethe judge you did a better job than your opponent, and this was
happening frequently. Sdamightbetheai| dnédét be
different debatesonaomeay t our nament, or mor e. | cC &

Other than the debatefescribe what was a day like at SI.

A day like at S well, | would go over there. Usually | would hitchhike to

school, until | got a car | think in my senior year. And you had your Latin, math,
English, history, religion, public speaknROTC in the second year and the third
year. We had recess, we had |l unch, and
my attention all that much.

Even in high school?

Yeah. OI® evenever School is a confining experiec e, because you
told to think |i ke somebody el se is t
Some teachers did more than others. | had different experiences in different
classes. So yeah, | found it interesting. | liked algebra, | likeglioeli | liked

chemistry, | liked history, especially world history. So yeah, those were topics |
liked.

What about student government? Did you ever think &a8ut
No.
Not at all?

No. | was a yell leader for a couple years. But at that time, | think when | went,

they said, fAOkay, you want to be a yel!l
|l i ke there were two peopl e t heethaeitis So it
today. Things were a little looser. | would say that society was more organized,

but the activities in school were not as regimented as they are today.

[side conversation deleted]
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You mentioned your maternal grandfatherowtas a police captain.
Capt. Layne, yeah.

Yeah, and then your paternal grandfather [Edmund Joseph Byomimjle
different kind o8

Yeah, he was an entrepreng@urecause he even had a movie theatat,aphoto

arcade studio on Market Street, and he had a couple poker clubs. Different jobs
over different times in his |ife. Of <co
Il think, in 641. I only saw him once. I
though he died in1940. | was only two and a half, | guess, but | do remember him.

Theredés a little bit of i1irony, | guess,

Right. And they have a story that may be in here, but one of thendavgpapers

had a big screaming headline that my fa
gambling clubs, and I think there was some question as to their legality, although

they were certainly tolerat&dslot machines were tolerated too. When | was a

little kid, and we went up to Twain Harte and we stopped along [the way], there

would always be slot machines in the stores, and | think Earl Warren was the one

who took that out. So | think a poker club certainly was there. And bookmaking

was clearly illegal, buthiat was pretty common. These were clubs, so probably it

was illegal playing for gain, yeah, gambling. But | think it was pretty much

tolerated.

Wasthereantyl dondot know, f orattitbdefoolyoarf a bet t e
mot her dsefanilyde of t h

Not that | could tell. No, I learned about that really later. | never thought of my
grandfather as having a gambling club. | think | learned that much later in life.

And then what about your grandmother gl8chuckman Brown] who died, |
t hink, in 6747

1974, yeah, in December.

What was she like?
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01-01:15:11

Brown: What was she like? She wia$ard to tell. What are peogli&e. If you ask me
what areyoul i k e, | -predsedte giva you ah answer.

01-01:15:23

Shafer: What do you remember?

01-01:15:24

Brown: Or even what is Evan [ Westrup] [ Westrup
was in the room] liké what are you like, Evan?

01-01:15:27

Westrup: Depends on the day and the company.

01-01:15:30

Brown: Evan, what is Evan like? Yeah, he plays a lot withckisphone. [laughter]

01-01:15:33

Westrup: Almost as much as you.

01-01:15:36

Brown: Yeah. How many houés did you get your report?

01-01:15:37

Westrup: Wel |l , yeah, |l 6m sure webre competing.

01-01:15:41

Brown: [laughter] Yeah. So what was my grandmothlee? Well, she took care of us.
She knitted us robes and pajamas, and she would go to her grandchildren, because
she had four children, and they all had [her] grandchildren. They lived in the Bay
Area, San Francisco or Marin County. And so she would codmters, and she
would babysit us when we were younger. She liked to clean my fingernails with a
toothbrush, and I did not care for that. We talked about religion. She was not
happy with the Catholic Church alf. She was very an€atholic, so we would
argue about that. And when | was very young she used to read me Bible stories,
and | remember the pictu@dMoses in the bulrush[es], and the destructidn of
with Lotdés wife | ooking back, Adam and
stories, crossing thRed Sea. | liked that very much. | liked the Bible stories. And
she used to talk about the Mountain House and how wonderful it was, so that left
an impression on ndealthough she left it when she was eighteen.

01-01:17:01

Shafer: Well, | was going to askleut that, yeah. So she went to San Francisco, right?

01-01:17:03

Brown: She went to San Francisco. She was the youngest of eight kids. Interestingly

enough, all eight kids are buried in the Williams cemetery, as is her mother and

father, August and Augusta [Fiedler] Schuckman. Her sister Emma [Schuckman

Allen] got married | think was married by eightednyeah, was married by then

and had a child, and they lived around the corner, out about a mile and a half,
which is still a part of the ranch. Il t 6
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named Rufus [ R. ] Thelbdysane.gon§ so skelm@ldt baveghadn e .

to have done more ofthew@lor maybe t her edsoslendt much
obviously wanted to get out. But she always told me the Mountain House was
wonder ful, and interesting pedywge woul d
out here, whoever stops by had stories to tell. That would be a very exciting

experience. But | think the talk of the Mountain House kind of dropped off after |

was relatively young. I dondt remember
me. Mygreatgrandfather died in 1907, and his brother Frank had taken over the
Mountain House.

[side conversation deleted]

So yeah, Frank [J.] Schuckman took it over. | think he moved out of here
sometime in the 1920s, maybe after World \V#&s soon as the car came, the
stagecoach st op ddnddohh@aving ang amenitiasnmp mo r e
electricity, no well. They had a big water tank out here, and | sa& that was

still there in 1960 when | came. But the hotel stbatbbody was in & probably

empty, from probably the | ate 650s or 6
and pretty soon an arsonist in the neig
it in 660, and my father bought it with

became Rancho Venada.

[side conversation deleted]

That became Rancho Venada, and Harold |
and four guy8 so they bought the ranch in 1962 from the estate of Frank

Schuckman. He had left it to twerttyo heirs, including my grandmother. So

then they bought it, but they didndét do
records just a few years ago, we calculated from the annual reports that they had

only invested $1,250 in that period. When they toakter , t he bl ac ks mi
disappeared. The remnants of the gas station disappeared. The hotel was burned
down. There were four barns, and this barn was pretty good, but then they started
stealing the metal off the roof, and because of that it startlghsimg, so |

burned that barn down. But | did get a chance to walk through it and see it. And

so that was interesting. But this Mountain Hausewas the second Mountain

House. My grandmot her was in the first
herAnd she scratched her face out of the

This is the grandmother who left?
Yeah, thatos | da. That 6s my grandmot her

Why did she scratch her face out [of thetpie]?
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Il dondédt know. She probably didndét want
point. But she did when she talked about it. It was very exciting the way she

described itBut as | said, that was when | was younger,and@enddt hear muc
about it until I came and visited in 19
probably the 690s, when | moved from LA
up here and visit. But all that was here was the four barns.

You know, earlier | asked you what your grandmother wa$ lidwed | mean the
fact that she had six siblingsor seven or eight of them?

She had seven siblings. One died young.

Seven siblings, and she was the only thra left. What does that say about her?

Well, she was independent. She was independent, and her grandniece, | guess,
Patricia Schaad, who lives in Williams, told me that her grandmother, Emma, said
to Patrici® Patricia was her granddaughter, and she lived out at the Allen place

and thenmovedino Wi | I i ams. And her Grandmother
you be content with your | ife. o0 And Pat
bediscontentvi t h your | ife. 0 So that definitel

Ida was an explorer. She went to differeatures and took my father around to

that, and she had a l|lively interest in
herself a Unitarian, but she was a fthking person. | noticed, when she said

that in 1948 she voted for Henry Wallace, and | remerniitsge was a proposition

on the ballot. It was called an afgiatherbedding initiative. | think it was maybe

1948 or 1950, and | remember her sitting and talking to my grandmother about it,

and she said, AOh no, t hawadss tah eb ardaitlhriona
effort to reduce the number of employees, and it turns out that some of her

brothers worked for the railroad, and her nephew, Victor [C.] Schuakmédmo

later changed his hame to Creaddiut Victor worked on it and lived in

Dunsmuir. Sany gr andmot her had what |16d call é
thought the churches should be turned i
big Catholic cathedrals and the wealth of the church. So she was a freethinker,

and | think an inquisitive person.

You said she was upset with the church. Was it for those reasons?

I dondt know wipselt dheedisagteddavithwhe Catholic €hurch,
thatos all. | dond6t know t henayegbifiger ent
back to her husband and whatever the he
Catholic Church as an idea. She liked religion, but not the church of Rome.
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So you, obviously, had a different point of view. Did sheariatk you out of

that?

No. | tried to talk. | tried to talkerout of herantCat hol i ci s m, but th
anywhere.

Yeah. You guys want to jump in and ask some things?

Sure. ThisisMartinMeker , and | 6m picking up afte
|l 6d |li ke to ask you a Ilittle bit more a
that you came to realize that your dad?é

unique in some important way

Il woul dnodét put

Okay.

t

that way.

No, I mean | knew he was the district attorney, and nobody else on Magellan Ave.
of fi ce. 0Bjustwanlog d

was el ected to

any

visit him in his office down on Montgomery Street, which was where it was at

that point. |
tal ked to the
mean,lkk new t hat

went to some of the
d e p u tknosvwhat otBeu peopte did. | |
Peter Roddyds father

t hat John Haster 6s

father was an assistant chief counsel at the Bank of America, and that Mark

father was in

Mc Gui nnessbds drat hamdwhlsata CQlhant!l i e

phar macy. So thatos

way you described it.

Well, you know,
their jobs, but your dad was the only one whose fellow citizens could fire him.

Yeah,weldt hat 6 s a
made as a child.

Okay.

T hat 6 slates articulation.|

n

e

al

ce

just the way

| do

picni
guess
was i
t he in

Cor si

t

was

of your friendsd da

generalizati on

t hat

{
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Well, I think in this day and age, the children of politicians are both highly
scrutinized, but also shielded in some ways from public scrutiny.

Wel |l , first of all , ttmegintbosenays.ih®pressib at m
a lot nosier today than it used to be. And so we used to get, for example, free

passes to the theaters and to Whitneyods
thaband no one thought anywasjusimpprmalfA it. So

district attorney, heo9itisanteleqged gositiod e nt |,
but there were eleven supervisors, ther
government, so | di dndét daterheywagthe s h it
DA, that was what that was, and | O0m sur

seemed fairly ordinary at the time.

Did your mom o

r dad ever sit you down a
uni que. Watch out! o

No, no. Not even close! That kind of a conversation is totally alien to my memory
of growing up.

| just wonder though, and you were a little older at this point, but | seem to
remember f r om histony,thatfyoa tvriote hind ssletter urgirlg him
to think about running for the senate.

Yeah, t hat was when | was in the semina
Okay, weodll get to that | ater.
And |1 6d al s® |Ii ke to ask you

And that reflected my general interest in national/international as opposed to
local.

A little bit more about Sl, and a little more about Catholicism. You said that your
dad had urged yoto go to Lowell, and you wanted to go ta@Sér to Riordan.

No, | wanted to go to Riordan. We compromised.

The compromise was Sl.
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|l didndét think of St. | g nawhichmight By t he
have influenced né he was two years ahead of me, so he was already at

Riordan. And he said he went to Riordan because they were going to build a
swimming pool, which, to date, they hav
one of the reasonsananted to go to Riordan.

Just thinking about Catholic education as opposed to public school, was there
something that you, in particular, had in your mind? Was it just that it was
familiar, or was there something else that you can nelvee aboud ?

Well, and a Catholic education presented a Cath@die, which in that pre
Vatican Il, 1950s period was a very comprehensive framework, and it was the
framework that was something that | had learned, and | thought th#tevas
correct way of looking at the world, so | wanted to continue in that tradition,
under the guidance or auspices of the church.

Can you describe what that framework was, at that time?

Well, the Catholic Church wastdinded by Jesus Christ, who is the son of God,

and wedbve had popes for the | ast two th
and bishops have priests, and the priests serve in parishes, and the parishes do
baptisms and confessions and communion and Mastharmdher sacraments,

and thatos part of the ritual or the ro
aspect of my reality at that time. So I
on that.

That és t he sugwahsfyauwikt ure of the

Yeah. Well, as opposedda?

What about thdelief® What about the doctrine? Were there parts of learning the
faith at that time that were particularly intriguing or meaningful to you?

Nod well, it wasall meaningful. That was a thoroughgoing story of the way

things are, the way things have unfol de
big identity group and one of long standing, so | think it was very normal. In fact,
|l 6 smost of the kids in my class at St.

the girls and the boys. So that was the norm.

And there were parishes. They were very distinct, and the parishes had their local
Catholic schools, and there was a number of doys cohtohoerse6s only t h
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really: Riordan, St. Ignatius, Sacred Heart. | think there was anoth&r@ine

Jamed but t hat was not as familiar. And th
thatdés just the way it wentranfmarr peopl e
schools. And that was the whole point. The charthh at 6 s what t heir

and the plan was executed fairly successfully in the 1950s.

What about distinguishing between good and evil? Was that a big part of
education?

Not good and evil, | think sih there was sin, there was grace. You get grace by

going to Mass and communion. You commit sins by being late for Mass or, you

know, being disobedient or stealing things or something like thate&8l, there

was a rather detailed moral code that was part of the catechism, because we

studied the catechism, and the catechism is pretty comprehensive. Seven

sacraments, seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, cardinal vidues 6 s a pretty d
schema of timgs, which | think was a good thing, because it gave a framework.

|l tés not this kind of amorphous floatin
today.

Did you feel like you lived pretty close to the virtues and to the sacrafhent

| mean, it was a pretty simple life. | think itwasfistt was the nor m.
think people thought about being holy or not holy, it wasdjubis was reality.

Just | i ke youdre an Americanrenogaoudre no
Hi ndu. Youodre a Christian, and a Roman
identities. So, today we have a | ot of

Was being a Democrat an important identity for you?

|l dondét know i f it was i mportant. It wa
identified with. My eighthg r ad e nun, Sister Alice Jose|
didndét | i ke [ Dean] Acheson, and | think
CommunistsAnd | di sagreed with her on that,

and conversation. So yeah, | had an independent view. Not independent of my
parents, but independent of thendinsh i s one nun-gradestue,6 s t he
what she talked about. The otheid dot. The otheone There was only two; |

only had two nuns.

What did it mean to be a Democrat, say in the 1950s, before you head off to
college?
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What did it mean to & not for [Thomas E.] Dewey and not for [DwigD.]

Eisenhower. So thatl mean, those were the candidates.

So what did Truman and Stevenson stand for?

Well, they were Democrats.

Okay.

Yeah, theydor e s up mansagaothst thebiglbusinessioe

something, that it was just relatively simple and traditional.

Labor would play a big role in that in the 1950s.

It did play a big role, but not in my min@ihere were no union members on

common

Magellan Ave. If we lived in the Mission, we probably would have seen a lot of
trade. | mean | knew about trade unions, particularly the building trades, because

they were active in theampaigns.

So did these professional circles around youddadd | assume labor unions
would have played a role in tidatlid those professional circles ever bleed over

into your own social life growing up?

Nod how? Whawwoul d t hat be? | di dnot

go

used to go to the district attorneys convention, which wagihieldmember
doing that. That was fun. Yeah, we went to the Tahoe Tavern, went down to the
Hotel Del [Coronado], so | rememberednibre as, in that kind of spirit. Not the

way DAs perform today, discussing all the different criminal laws that they want
or want to prot ecdlsawithfram tleeyevadaypung ub st an

person.

It was like a family boondggle or something, huh? [laughing]

Not a boondoggle. The woltbondoggled i d ndt even s
have heard that one | ater, in
first heardboondoggle b ut |  crememizer itrinl high sdhoat

You said that there were some debates.

ho
co
L0t

t o

an
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01-01:38:05

Brown: That s much | ater, that may grovangkpiitnd of
al | seemed: this is thedsec@pancy.t was, SO

01-01:38:18

Meeker: You said that you had debated a little with your grandmother about Catholicism.

01-01:38:22

Brown: |  wo ul debadé dissuasgd.

01-01:38:26

Meeker: What were the critiques that she would have had?

01-01:38:29

Brown: | think | mentioned those. The money, too much money spent on chédirches

01-01:38:38

Meeker: How would you respond?

01-01:38:40

Brown: Maybe the intolerance, the dogénarobably that would be it.

01-01:38:43

Meeker: How would you have responded to thasgiques?

01-01:38:45

Brown: I dondot think | 0datholicisnrmis tbe omehree retigioh, and| s , |
there it is. But you dondét argue with vy
youdd have a discussion, itmam itodés not |

01-01:39:05

Meeker: So you graduate high school, | believe, in 1955.

01-01:39:07

Brown: Yeah.

01-01:39:10

Meeker: You know, just kind of at the beginning phase of some of the cultural tumult that
San Francisco sees in the mid and late 1950s tatBeats and North Beach.

01-01:39:21

Brown: That was not in 0655. That came whil e |

01-01:39:24

Meeker: Okay, okay. So you werenot dexposed to a

01-01:39:29

Brown: | did not know that Allen Ginsberg and [Ja&&rouac were down there on Grant
Ave. until | left the seminary.

01-01:39:39

Meeker: Well, there were some Bohemians down there. Were you ever exposed to any of

that kind of stuff?
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Not until after | came out of the seminary. | did gahe Ceexistence Bagel

Shop in 1960. | went to a jazz poetry club, and | remember going to that, and it

was kind of the laét they were closing down. That must have been very soon
after 1 left, in 1960. I donodoandjazz,ow whi
but it was closing.

And the CeExistence Bagel Shop closed very soon dfteray be i n 660 or

thereafter. So the | onger youb6re around
things. They try to keep North Beach alive, but it was a bit meedylin the

early 1960s and | ate 0650s. And | got to
good friendofmnd he was definitely a part of th

talk to him about it.

You got to know him after thigeriod of time?

I met him first in 1974 at the Zen Center. Dick [Richard D.] Baker had invited

him for a meeting on energetics, and th
Snyder.
Wel |l , wedl | cerutamoutthdthaterwant to ask yo

This is Todd Holmes. Governor, a lot of biographers and historians have written
that the dinner table discussions in the house, particularly as you were getting into
your teenage years, sparked your interest inipglit wanted to ask you, when do

you recall your engagement with politics beginning to surface?

Wel | , I dondét think | was really engage
events of my father 6s. Ollrememberthet o some S
Stevenson campaign. | met Stevenson briefly when he came to speak in San
Francisco. | liked hearing him speak. | watched his convention speech in 1952. |

t hought it was very exciting, very movi
presidential campgn | noticed. My father ran as a favorite son against [Estes]
Kefauver, and Kefauver won. So | notice
political. Hi gh school was not politica
classroom. My history teacher f@oout against farm subsid@&Mr. Corwin. |
rememberth&i t 6s probably the most political
Clara, there wasndét a | ot of politics.

teenager, a young man, that has its own fullmeggut having to get into a lot of

adult issues. And in fact, even today you find that people can vote at eighteen, but
not a | ot of participation, and thatos
things that you do wrostwenty.Saoldhinlkethasmyx t e e n
interest, | think that came later.
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Would you say during your teenage years, and thinking here particularly in high
school, did religion engage you more than politics?

Yes, | would say®. But basketball engaged me even more. [laughter]

Thatés fair. What are sodne of your wear|l

Oh, and the Olympic Club. We used to go down to the Olympic Club, and | guess
that we played basketbalt ewam. In those days, you just jumped in the pool and

splashed around. You didndét have | anes
di ving boards. Youod dth¢ higmgive,dhie fow dive.&o di vi n
now 1 tos a |ittle nmesedodoyewlapsmment ed. Youod

The Dons were pretty good back then. Did you go to any USF games?

No, but | knew about them. | knew about
[ K. C.] fiCaseyo Jone D,weknehaabontlthdse guys] [ i Ha l
And | knew about Ollie [G.] Matson, the USF guy that won eleven games. | did

see a football game at Kezar Stadium. I
were already kind of dying on the vine when | started seeing them vigagt Very

excited about Herman [J.] Wedemeyer. In fact, | even got my mother to give me a
jersey, a number eleven, so that was exciting football. Although | got interested in
football from Peter Roddy. Hebd6sokt he one
forget what, it must have been 650 maybe,
were undefeated. So that was interesting. | never went to a basketball game, but |
knew about them. They won the NIT, | thihiNational Invitation Tournameéat

in New York. So that &ws something.

But it isndét thi s odheyesythiagrisnore hypea,tbecguseu h av
of the media, and itds more saturating
you know, we did other things.

You went to high school durg the 1950s. What are some of your earliest
memories of the Cold War?

Of the Cold Wad well, | remember the invasion of South Korea. | was at Camp
Royaneh, not too far from the Russian River, so | remember that. | remember

following that war, and the Americans almost got pushed out, and then [Douglas]
MacArthur going in, andhen MacArthur getting fired, and the Panmunjom

discussions. Those were definitely news events that | followed with interest. And

I remember Eisenhower runni &ysitKared? say i n
He said something. And so | did follow thosetBtound Stevenson a lot more
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interesting than Eisenhower at that point. Not only interesting, | found his

speeches e

Xcit

i ng, w

hich

| c

anodot say

Stevenson. And Stevenson was the one who helped get the whole mbeéme
Democratic clubs started in the 1950s. [Alan] Cranston got his start in that, and
there were hundreds of Democratic clubs that would endorse in the primary, and
that got going with Stevenson. A lot of people came into politics through that.
Byediadh , f o lhlad W@ d
very popul a
knew about Truman. He got a lot of bashing in the general media that | probably

Now, lwas n O t t
be 652. Al

noticed.

hat
so T

active
r uman

, but

was not

So | think prettyearly on | started following current events, either because of my
father, what he talked about at the dinner table, or maybe the debate team. You
had to read papers and magazines to stay on top, because we had not only the
topic, but we had something cadl extemporaneous speaking, wididhh ey 6 d

youdd h

give you a

top

ic and

a

awa thirty
interested in current events. Probably a combination of my family, my father, and
the debate team. The debaters would talk about clevents, | would say, more
than a lot of other people would in the school. That was at St. Ignatius.

To follow up on that, you had to participate in ROTC during high school.

Right.

Which was largelystandard for both high school and lagrnt universities

during that time.

Wel | | it was

mandabry then.

mandatory.

What was your experience with that, or impressions?

| t wasnot

Latin that

al |

we

t hat S

had to

I Y/

eri ous.

t ake

at

ou didnot
take ROTC for two years. And | had to take ROTC at Santa Clara. That was

We had to
march around. | remember we had to watch some movies the Army put out. We
studied | learned about the M1 rifle, that it weighed 9.5 pounds. | learned about
the unity of command and different formations that you would proceed in. |

learned what a squad was, and a battalion. But in general, it was not taken all that
seriously. Itseemed to be a lighter experience than in chemistry or geometry or

that ti

get our first choice until, I think, senior year. We got a chiioae, | think, one
choice. We only hadne language: Latin. No other language, and we only had
physics.

two scienced8t h a't

wa s

c hemi

stry

and

b

g

w

me .

W



01-01:50:49
Holmes:

01-01:51:00
Brown:

01-01:51:32

Shafer:

01-01:51:39
Brown:

01-01:51:40
Shafer:

01-01:51:49
Brown:

01-01:51:57
Shafer:

01-01:52:02
Brown:

01-01:52:42
Shafer:

01-01:52:46
Brown:

01-01:52:48

Shafer:

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 42

earth sciences. So it was a fairly limited curriculum, but it seemed plenty, full
enough, from my point of view.

Well, many peoplesédyand as youdve demonstrated mu
careeyoudve been strongly independent and
and so | was just wondering how ROTC fit with that personality?

Well,itwasn 6t t oo onerous. It was only | ike ¢
soyousdi t 6s no different than any other cl
in the noRROTC classes than the ROTC classes, so it was not a militaristic spirit,

in any event. Nbas much as the Oakland Military Institute, | think.

We o | | get to that. This is Scott Shafer
about high school, and somebody wanted you to go to Lowell.

Yeah.

And you wanted to go to Riordan, and you ended up at SI. You said that the
reason was that you thought that the church had the correct way of looking at the
world.

Wel | |, those are my worutbemoawdsinll95H onodt t
when | was thinking about going to high school.

But it must have, in some form, gone through your mind.

Wel | , ités an identity. So, you know, i
likelyt o root for Notre Dame than for USC.
l i kely to root for St. Maryods than for
wasapart@d!l di dndét stand back and | ook at i

the world, ag experienced it.

So when you said you didnét want to go
root for the Catholic teams?

Yeah, probably.

Or was it bigger than that?
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Notrootf or t hem, but | was wusing that as a
more conscious than we are when we just grodv justis. Youdr e not | o
at a whole range of alternatives. Even today, when people talk about going to

college, they apply to terollege® s o me peopl e apply to twer
of. | applied to two: Santa Clara and &@hat was it.

So when you were talking about, | think, current events, and you said that one of
the nuns talked about blaming, | guess, the @mats for losing China?

Truman. Acheson, Truman. Yeah, | think so.

And you said you knew about that in talking with your@&amb what other kinds
of big issues did you talk with your dad about?

ldoné6t think there were any big issues. I
Republicans. Democrats are the good guy
pretty basic, and not the kind of nuanced slicing and dicing that we are taught to

notice as we g through the hypeschooling process that people are now

subjected to.

Your dad was a Republican, right?

He was. I didnot know t hat at the ti me.
t hink, i nalkd®abautthata nd h e

All because of FDR?

That 6s samdH atwalse not bor n, and he didnoét t
about being a Republican.

But he must have talked about, | would think, whateant tchimto be a
Democrat later on?

No, | donodti tt wiansk jhues tdiwde 6r e Democr at s.
Republicans in the neighborhood. Of course, he was running for a nonpartisan

office: DA and attorney general. Well, the attey general was partisan. But it
didndét have that flavor, |l i ke when youbd
more partisan. Until 1960, when my father was governor, the rule was cross

filing. And as a matter of fact, until 1956, when the Demiscgat control of the

| egi sl ature, the ballot title didnodot ev
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whether [Earl] Warren was a Republican or Democrat. He appeared on both
ballots, as did my father when he ran for attorney general. So this firstasep w
putting the name Democrat or Republican underneath the name, and the second

was abolishingcrossi | i ng. So webve had an evol uti
partisan systemi.t di dndét exi st when | was growir
Your dad ran againgistes Kefauverimwas it 052 for vice pr e
Fifty-two.

For vice president?

For president.

Oh, for president.

He ran as a favor iyt ek nseown.a blo udto nSétte vkennoswo n

see, in June Stevenson really wasndét th
people at that poidt Kefauver, even Eisenhower. Well, as the attorney general
in 652, he was the only Democrat in off

And do you remember when he ran and he lost, was it a big deal, or not so much?

Not a big deal. No. See, we didndét have
newspapers donb6ét cover icampaighievhatisit?f i r st
Il tds why Kefauver won. Kefauver was a r

hearings, and he had his coonskin cap and he was around. So he was a national
figure,hadidenttf had f ace and name recotheyi ti on.
tend to vote for a real candidate. And the favorite sons, | think, were more in the

convention states. So idtatdildmbtt gui thea sw
yet.

Yeah. And then one more follewp kind of question. Sevdra t i mes, as we?bd
been talking this morning, you talk abéut we |l | , t hat 6s the way
was just normal . o

Yeah, well because youodre framing it fi
dondét recall are same way they might be m2019. e i n
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But my question is, and maybe itds the
you stop wanting to conform.

| dond®t kKoowt know that I éhaveacerthind or d
aversion to dullness and boredom, so that inclined me to seek out a certain
measure of adventure and excitement. I
wearfunnyc ol ored socks or something. Il was |
were very conformist.

Yeah. I think wedre good up to this poi
next chapter is seminary. |l tds up to yo
[break in recording, side conversation deleted]

Sowhat wedére going to start, just a |Iitt

college and then seminary years. So you applied and are admitted to Santa Clara
University in fald

And UC too, but | chose Santa Clara.

Wel | , | et 6s t al k -rdkiogprtocesshat whol e deci s

That phrasedecisioamaking process s agai n, a recent inven
of a decisioAamaking process in 1955.

Whatwasthe process then?

| t wapsocessiyouaould apply heand yeah, |l want to g«
want to go there. A lot of my friends were going to Santa Clara. | wanted to be
away from home, but | didnét want to go

Caholic college. It was that simple, and a number of my friends went to Santa

Clara. So today, it seems to be totally different. You know, you want to go to

some school becaus &.S.tNaws & World Repanit ed hi ghl
theyore excdld earmtati ny osucdmes ftiregi ng t o pur
| thought | might be a lawyer. That was probably an assumption or possibility, but
beyond that, even what the major woul d
seemed to be simpler.

There were f@er people applying to all of these schools. They were a lot cheaper.
UC was essentially free. Santa Clara wa
moment ous, and you didnoét feel i ke 1 f
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IS going to be affected. It uséal be on the basis of making the football team that

you liked to root for. Or | liked it because Santa Clara had the missiodtiiere

was pretty. It was a pretty campus, and it was close to Santa Cruz. It seemed like a
good place to go.

Had you yet considered seminary while in high school?

| think | had thought about it from time to time.

Had you shared that idea with your family before graduating high school?

| dondt MMynpossibly yeahspsobably did.

So the decision to go to college rather than seminary right after high school.

That wasno6é6t the way | put it. I wanted
Clara. It seemed likan adventur@ these schools were relatively confining. St.
l gnatius was | ess confining than St. Br

much more expansive opportunity.

Did you live in a dorm?

Yeah.

Tell me about that.

Well, I lived in Kenna Hall, and when | went there, there were two roommates

with bunk beds, and then a single bed.
didnét pick it. You wer e tomave youslightso wed t o
out by 10:30pm, and the senior student that lived in the dorm would come around

and make sure the lights were out. It was all boys. There was about 1,300. It had a

fair number of priests | had a priest for French, | had a priest forgieh, and |

had a priest for English. So yeah, | thought it was pretty exciting to bétlyere

eat in the cafeteria, went through the
have as many <cl asses. It wasnodtorhi ke be
peri od, | donodt o kaylew cohptewf clasees g day. tenjoyeds

it. | liked it.

Did you experience it as a kind of a natural progression from high school? Or did
it feel like a big break from what your life was likehigh school?
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|l dondt know. WMWeldgogndtt kwvmesw ah dw etack ¢ o mp e
things. Thereds obviously a break. Youbd
home, so now I &6dm |iving i andthatdasr mi t or y
interesting. It was exciting. It was a fiine engagement with ideas, with the

subject matter, so it was more interesting, | would say, than high school.

Do you remember there being classes or teachers who were expositwigeas
thatdid seem new to you, that were novel at the time?

Well, taking psychology and logic. Those were kind of novel. English, | had a guy
named BtherPerkins. Since | have my textbook | can review what | learned. But

itwasfarmord we | | , Il dondét know i f it was far
orderly to me than education. There was a point of view, and it was a Catholic
point of view. |l mean i f you have a pri
|l ogic, itdés all rel ated.

And in one of the deddady Dnt mytdddaseahef trhigdh
of the chapters fr om JleHdeaoCaaUnidersifaad Newm
| always remember that. And they also had, in the same book they have articles by
[Robert Mayrard] Hutchins, who was the bayonder chancellor at the

University of Chicago. And there were essays by Mortimer [J.] Adled,others:

AWhat Does Ilot CMddre gted? 0G cheddisoroething: thare s e i
wasan idea of college.

Cardinal Newmassaid theology was the queen of the sciences, and everything

built up in kind of an architectonic framework, with theology being at the top. So

there was an order, which I think is good. It served me well, having a sense that

the world hangs togetherincae r t ai n way, so Iitds not qui
say postmodernism tends to be.

Was there anything in that first year at Santa Clara where professors might have
been challenging or questioning Catholic orthodoxy?

No. There was no questioning Catholic o
philosophy professérl di dndét take that, but | hear
evening, named [Frederick D.] Wilhelmsen, and he had a big German accent. He

later went to teachn Texas, but | found him exciting. And he talked aldout

ACel ebr at e tinkerwail ti h ye x iDotnédrice. 0 | just rer
|l i stening to him talk. I dondét know i f
but he was exciting.

Can you say that again? Celebrate realityg but
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No, | said it. Youdbre recording on your
[l aughing] I 6m trying to grapple with i
Wel | , you dona&ithit Yaucan retlect ongtiatemp But itesseemed

exciting at the time, and he had a German accent. So | had never had a teacher
with a German accent, and | only heard him once, but | recalled it.

So all those, the essays, just in this book, the shorie$ they were interesting,

and | still remember them. Not all of them, just these are ideas that | live with, |

came to understand. Mortimer Adler was a Thomist, and he wrote a book called

The Paideia ProjedtThe Paideia Proposal: An Educational Maestd, which |

di dndét knowtahlauwtn 6tthemnxi st . But there wa
there. | readPortrait of [the] Artist[As a Young Mdrby James Joyce. So it was

an intellectual adventure, | would €ayor me Not that | was any great studént
Ilwasnodt . | thad mudhnbauttl liked tit. \Addyl became acquainted with

Dylan Thomas. So it was intellectually another level up from high school, for

sure.

Now, in todayods wor |l d¢ al9b0s allbayd, wrtudllyo o k v e
all Catholc, with a heavy emphasis on a Catholic perspective in almost

everything that would be unheard of today. But at the time, that was the norm,

and it felt right at the time. And | still think it was a very positive thrust for a

young man in my position.

You said most of your professors were priests?

Not most, but more than you have today.
said | mentioned there were three.

Did you look at priests as a grouppeople, as more like an intellectual group or
as spiritual leaders?

| think more intellectual probabdy whatever that means. Because they were in

class. One was teaching us French, the other was teaching us English, and the
otheronewas eaching us psychol ogy one semestc¢
the connection between religion and those courses? Oh yeah, we had another guy
teach, RtherMartin taught religion. So yeah, only in the religion class did you

get a taste of religion. But | think the coherence of the presentations is more
noticeable now, |l ooking back, than at t
the worldwasat a Cathat college, whereas today things are a little more secular,

more careerist, and more vocationally oriented. Whereas then it was very clear we
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were getting a liberal education. We were not getting a job. We were learning the
basics of education.

Ithinkthat 6 s a di st i ncieviden® | mearaittwaswerysvelyer y s el
clear. This is before Silicon Valley, before computers, before all that stuff.
Thereds no Intel, thereds no Appl e. I d
This is, you knowl heOrganization Manby [William H.] Whyte, | think, oMVhy
Johnny Canét Read: [ Andthatwasanothérdooki@an Do
the 1950s. Eisenhower is president. EImer [E.] Robinson is mayor of San

Francisco. Santa Clara is a Republicancountyt, sbs a very di fferen
what we have today.

At what point in that first year at Santa Clara did you start considering going into
seminary?

Well, I thought of it during the summer before | went to Santa Clavarked in

Idaho at a lumber company, and | had time to think about things out there in the

forest. So that inclined me, and then | think sometime during my second semester

| decided thatodos what | wanted to do. A
looked pretty interesting to me.

Was there a precipitating event @r &

Not a precipitating event, just a general sense that | wanted more depth in my life,
and | thought the seminary would be a path to somethingedeegd more
intense, more meaningful.

Was there anything that you were learning, or any people you were engaging with
at Santa Clara that were kind of sending you in that direction?

Nod no, more from the teachers | haidSt. Ignatius. The Jesuits were probably

the only people who had any intellectual depth that | encountered. Everything else

was rather garden variety, mundane existence, whereas thed¢sers was a

point of view. There was an historical thrust toawvthey were doing. It seemed

that way to me. So it had more meaning than just the normal get a career, get

married, make money, die. | mean, | could see that, evedthdnat 6 S not enc
And so the seminary had, as a pathway to the divine or the life apirit,

seemed to me a more profound journey than the one | was on, headed toward
graduation at Santa Clara.
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Well, this is certainly aftethefactt y pe t hi nking, but thatods
the way in which people like the Bsaat the same time, were starting to talk
about the reality of their existence.

Yeah. Well, when we were in the seminary, one of the fathEesherMeehan,

who was the assista@nte came in and told us about the Beats in San Francisco.
And | remember him saying something about gargling with razor blades, and he
of course put this down. | think he put the emphasiseat not beatitudes. But |
remember even at the time | was interested. The Beats struck me as interesting.
And later, wherl had been in the seminary for a couple years, one of my friends
in the seminary, Peter Finnegan, who is a friend of mine, he had a visitor. And in
fact that visitor lived | was talking to him recenté but he came and he was
talking about [Albert] Camusnal the absurd for an hour. And he talked about it,
and | found that very exciting too.

So one of the first things | did, when | left [seminary] in January, was to go to

North Beach, and | was interested. That interested me. Not that | followed through

onit that much, but | remember the poem. | remember, | think in some of Allen
Ginsbergds poetry he talks about Robbi e
ucC, I remember being at Robbi ebds, and |
of in my own mind. | vould live those thoughts.

Were you a pretty voracious reader growing up?

No, no. I think | read three books, four books when | was in high school. | can
always remember therKristin LavransdatterMr. Blug Treasure Island
maybe another | candét remember.

Did that change when you went to college?

I read mor e, but basically, you get ass
to ook at, short stories, dmahnllreadi d ¢t h
things, but | wasndét consuming massi vVve

What about at seminary?

Oh, there we read more. We were in silence the first two years. The first half hour
we read, after breakfast, was [Fr. Alphonsus] Rodrigl&actice of Christian

and Religious Perfectignn fact, | have he book here. Not a very interesting

book, by the way, but we had to read that, half an hour a day. And then, in the
afternoon wedd rTealditation df CheisbynThamasraut es o f
Kempis, which is a very classic book from the fourteenth cenAmg then we
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would read a half an hour in the evening, after dinner, which was a little lighter
reading biographies of Jesuits, mostly Jesuit saints. And that was it. But that

was a solid hour and fifteen minutes ev
tt evi sion and radio or newspapers, and
reading was more accessible and more at
more distraction, the harder it is to zero in on a difficult book.

Can you recall for us the conversation that you must have had with your parents

when you let them know you wanted to leave Santa Clara and go to seminary?
Yeah, we had a couple conversations. My
that,but when | was going in, he was off to the convention, Democratic
Convention of 656. And | didndét talk ab
know she didndét | ike it. So it was a |

it was an exciting prospetor me.

The conviction you must possess to make that kind of & leap

Yeah, because you have to havdditsandnet hi

|
t

thatdos what | wanted to doentinvdwitld | | ef

[laughter]

This is Scott Shafer again. You know,

when were you interested in politics,

a lot of people now, parents and adults willblsayi We |l | , what do yo

when you grow up?0 Did people ask you

No.

't wasno6t a thing?

|l dondot think so. The closest | c¢ame
thenecessity for observing current events, and then, of course, the elections. Since
my father was wuswually running, | woul

was aware of ballot measures. | was aware of candidacies. | knew who the
statewide candidas were. | knew Frank Jordan was secretary of state. | noticed
the judges that were on the ballot in San Francisco. | knew the mayors, from
Lapham to Robinson to whomever the next ones évere

[George] Christophér
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[John F. AJacko] Shell ey, maybe, or was I

Christopher.

Christopher and then Shel@yso | would follow those things. | had some

Il nterest, but | di dnét want to dion for

I deas, |l 6d say, the ideas that had come
So when you get to a certain age and yo
do next?0 Obviously, for yothinkbeypndb e c a me
that, | ike, fAWhat déi?do you want to be wh
No, that was enough.

You wanted to be a priest.

Priest, teacher, Jesuit. So itdéds not ju
wor |l dwi de. Therebs a general of the Jesu
the world: South America, Asia, Europe, Caradal | t hose. And | 6VeE
many of these colleges, nben but since. So that was e:
intheseminaryp f cour se, youodore | ooking at hist

order. When you realdves of the SaintsSt. Ignatius, the other Jesuits, Peter

Canisiu® this was during the Reformation, Ignatiusthink the Jesuits started

in 1540. Luther was 1517 think? And so through religious studies, I got a lot of
European history, and so that was very
Francisco and my back yard, itds histo
to China, died on an island off Chirtde was a Jesuit.

r

The narrative, |l 6d say, of the Church,
and illuminating for me. So | think it helped me to transcend my parochial
perspectives from Magell an Ave. dVell , c

that became true at Berkeley, the University of California.

It seems like religion, in a way, was your windowut

| would say so. Yeah, you could say | rebelled by a greater conformity, which

religion is, and whichit certainly was in 1956. But it was also, not just

conformity, it was a depth of ideas and perspectives and historical events that

gave meaning and shape to reality as | encountered it. So this was not the news of

the day, which even today | marvel aththe focus is barely at the end of the

week, | et alone the end of the world, w
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the trivial, and the banal very much occupy the common imagination, and | have
found it more to my liking to try to seek out differguerspectives and a greater
depth of understanding.

So anyway, college was an opening, and religion was an o@ettiegCatholic

Church, the history of the Catholic Church is very much connected with European
history and the spreading of the West throughlbe world. Now, it was a

perspective that, in the multicultural age, is completely different today, that kind

of view. The decolonization of the West, that goes in with thev@mgelizing of

the Church. So thereb6s a atlegcaadnt eri ng no
domi nating the worl d, itdés all of these
perspectives vying for attention and influence.

So even at that | evel, | suppose thatoés
about these ki nlkenthinkingtbouttheins heBpat el Bhe Kk
of things that show up at high school .
but some of the teachers would talk abo

dormi tory and weodr e tianl ktihneg saelmi ntahrey ,t iwe
a lo®o the first two years we could talk after lunch and after dinner, but what do

you talk about? You talk about what you
stuff that i1 s not about bkeilastghousand Sant a
years, two thousand years, or longer, just the whole Biblical and classical

tradition.

The world was very simple in those days. Adam and Eve started it, and along

came the Hebrews. And then all of a sudden you get Moses and the Promised

Land. And then we have the rise of Greece, classical culture. Then we get

Alexander the Great; we get the expansion of Greek culture through Alexandria.

And then we get Rome, and then Rome falls and we get Christianity. And we get

the, some people call hé Dark Ages. We were told it was the Golden Ages,

where Catholicism reigned in all the lives at that time in Europe. And then we get

the Middle Ages. Then we get the Crusades, then we get the Enlightenment, and

then we get the Industrial Revolution. Thea get modernity and here we are.

[laughter] So the world was very coherent, whereas today, it seems more
fragmented, for sure, because wedre not
looking atmanypoints of view. And so | think the framework, the cuntiom, the
perspective was very helpful in looking out at a fragmented, confusing world, to
have an orderliness in oneds existence.
face of chaos.

You took psychology in college, you said, 1igh

Yeah.

So what is psychology from a Catholic perspective?
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Well, the only thing | remember frofmatherB e h a n 6dsFr. Bdhan sl s
rememberhidhe said, Alntelligenteonshipes. abi
| remember things that different teachers say, so | found that very interesting.

AAnd how quickly you can see relationsh
Il's a measure of how intelligent you are

Give an example. Wat kinds of relationships? Human relationships?

Allr el ati onships. Well, |l 6d say my wife |
mani fests itself is when sheb6s driving
ablockand ahalfahead,hat a car has gotten over i

n
shifting to the other | ane, so thatés p
Now, you can also perceive relationships of ideas. It could be political, it could be
artistic, it could be humaibeing able to relate what people do, size them up. So

that is intelligence.

Now, how does religion fit into it? 10d
It all fit. Europe was kind of the moth
theChurk i s going to evangelize the worl d .
happen. That does not appear to be the case today. But it was a good base in the
face of Berkeley, where itdéds | i ke a mas
choose, this coursehdt coursd and there was no defined authority. So most of

the time growing up, thengasan authority for almost everythiigor for

everything for that matter. So that, | think, has given me a certain confidence to

size things up.

Just oming back to psychology, is theré &

Wel | , I 611 tell youd ydhathisistvery trddition@l He t al
the cognitive and the appetitive. So the cognitive was your ideas, talk about

cognitive therapy. The appetitive wa thesire. And theonativerelated to will

or action. So the education | goeverything was in its plaéeyou had the will

and the intellect and the memory. You had these different aspects of the mind, so

we just had to figure it out. And it was in the bpok the priest knew about it,

and we could figure it out. Today, we d
an orderly substratum that we can all a
much more of & you think this, and | think that, and mayb t o mor r ow we o1 |
think something else. So itdéds much mor e

The idea of sin, | imagine, did not enter into your teaching in psychology.
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No, they did not talk about sisuits That o6s
who are committed to saving souls and bringing people to the Catholic Church,
and theyore just teaching a secular top

that all about? I n fact, there are many
the wniversities, they should be out there working with the poor or more social
action. So they didnot always connect.
that relate? It was pretty religiodis/ou have a crucifix in the front of the
classroom, iyesutd vveh qgéost ian pa suRaumdsyou. c ol | ar .
But nevertheless, these are the secular courses. And | suppose as you get through
it, then youbre into your business, and

percent of the people.

Sometimes you hear debates about can you believe in God, and all that goes with
that,andbelieve in science? Did you see a conflict in that?

No. But that was a debate. When | was in college and in the seminarywérere
Catholic intellectuals whoféwCattmi®moan t he
intellectuals, that ités an i mmigrant <c
scientists? But no, they reconciled science with God. There was no debate, since
webr €aithod i ¢ school aa thisissomeathingptbatl y s on
happens | ater when youb6re at a public wu
dondot even talk about i1t. T tds not as m

You said that the first couple of ysayou spent mostly in silence.

Well, yeah. You have silence from the time you get up to the time you go to bed,
because you have meditation, you have dlagsu can talk in class as part of the
class structur e. Banstofformbtianthéysallit.file poi nt .
Jesuits had, then, a fiftegrear formation. You had two years in novitiate, two

years in the juniorate, which was the beginning of college, then you went to three
years of philosophy, which gave you your BAand®&#iaste 6 s degree. Th
you taught in school, like at a high school for three years, and then you went to

four years of theology, and you were ordained after the third year, and you then
completed your fourth, and you went to one more §earten monthd of

refledion. And after fifteen years, you were fully cooked, as it were, and out you
went to the world. [l aughter] So today,
very conscious of the fact that the world has changed. The churches were packed,

and there was a 84&s said at 6:15, 7:00, 8:00, 10:00, and 12:00, so there were five
Masses in each of these parishes, and t
than that.

So when you were in the seminary, how often did you go to church, so k?spea
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Oh, you go to Mass every day.
Just like once a day?

Once a day, yeah.

[side conversation deleted]

So the Jesuits take vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.
Right.

So which of those was the hardest for you?

They werendt particularlyohadtod. all mpant
progr am. I t 6s t b atehdny. Sctloanptobably becwmdes s o
more difficult when youbre out there as
order, the bell rang at 5:00am, at 5:30 you started your mediation. An hour later

you go to Mass. After Mass you go eat, in silence, then you clean up in the

kitchen. Tha you come back, and along your day, every 45 minutes the bell
rings. Now that was the novitiate. The
going to courses. And ther eobdswhatothevi si t o
world is there?

So obviously, you left the seminary. What was the process of leaving? What was
it that made you decide to leave?

Well, first of all, | think the life itself became less real to me after three years or

so. | wanted t@et out into the world and be part of the more rugged existence of
being on onebés own, making money, and |
This was kind of a hothouse of detachment. And then the doctrines, you know,
seemed | ess ptawanbl eo be padidad t hat.
going to leave, and | did.

And did anybody try to change your mind?

No, no. I think they were glad to see me go, as a matter of fact. [laughter] | was
sowing a bit ofmdependent inquiry. | did do a lot of thinking and discussing, with
some, not with everybody.
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01-02:37:51
Shafer: And that didndédt go over too well

01-02:37:52

Brown: No, because itdés a very tight, conf or mi
canbeb | pf ul , but itbés more for a period t
do have monasteries. Now, we donodot have
there were thousands and thousands of monasteries in Europe and Mexico. And
now t heydr egeatelvaryrfesd,justhike all these great cathedrals.
Something built those cathedrals. That took a lot of belief; it took a lot of work for
many, many years, to get a cathedral built. So that was an idea, a faith, a
collective belief that manifested ité@h real action. And now, this change in
belief is changing the nature of Catholic schools, Catholic life. And so the
university and the Church itself, theyo
also is democratic governance. There was a fellow dadheistopher Dawson,
who we were taught about, and he rel ate
him having said this, but my teacher in
Catholic histédandnhensahd fiBad8MhanddiEur ope
the Church is Europe. o Now, the Church
the Jesuits are in crisis. There is a certain undermining of the hegemony of the
West and many of its institutions, so | think they can be studied in tandem, as |
often do. | continue to be interested in the world as | have experienced it earlier in
life, and how things are going today.

And certainly thinking here, sitting here in front of this hill where we have

pictures of my greagrandfather, | can think of whatt@ok to get here for him,

what they did, and how the world was a very vital place, and then how it kind of
disappeared with the car and World War |, and whatever. But in some ways, it can
berestoredand | 6m doing that. | Itonmpé&a t hi nk
with the stagecoach stop. But he was in
somewhat in the intellectual hospitality business.

01-02:40:58
Shafer: [laughing] What does that mean?

01-02:40:59

Brown: Wel | , I owi || hatvel pieongp| eothay e. Woh@ide edi s«
matters. So when they came to get their
the bar a hundred yards from here talking about whatever they talked about. And
when youdre out here, rhays. Theypdeabvyth tkeir ar o u n
cows, and theyodore very physical and ver
Peter Coyote andothé'd dondét know whet herdlbut was (
there was something called the Reinhabitory Theater. And that wakethefi
Il nhabiting, but then reinhabiting. So |
grandmot her started. And itoll be somet
creation, but anchored in whatds gone b
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01-02:42:05

Shafe: Last question, and this is sort of which of these is different from everything else.
You mentioned that you worked in a lumber company in ldaho?

01-02:42:15

Brown: Oh, the Ohio Match Company.

01-02:42:16

Shafer: Yeah. How did that happen? What was tha?

01-02:42:19

Brown: Well, my father was a good friend of Norton Simon. They went to Lowell
together. An entreprenelra rather weltknown oné and he owned the Ohio
Match Company. So together with my friend Bart Lally, we went up there in the
summer o 5 5, after graduating from St. Il gna
out there.

01-02:42:43

Shafer: What did you do?

01-02:42:44

Brown: Oh, we were kind of helping out with clearing the roads, being kind of assistants.
We didndét c ut wesemightthere e éhe lumbér camp hekping them.

01-02:42:57

Shafer: Yeah, was that exciting?

01-02:42:59

Brown: No. [Shaferlaughd] t 6 s not exciting.

01-02:43:01

Shafer: Anything elseA | | right, I think webre good.

01-02:43:04

Marzorati: ~ You now, | wared just to clarifg | remember your mother and father talking
aboutnotgiving you a waiver to enter the semindry

01-02:43:11

Brown: There was no such thing as a waiver. I
they kind ob what shall we say charactezed it in later years, maybe that way
because they were opposed waigeri t . But | 6

01-02:43:33

Shafer: Just one other thing. You obviously left the seminary, but I think it has had an
impact on you, and | think you would agr&eit when you look back, like what
do you think of those years, that time in your life?

01-02:43:44

Brown: Well, everything has had an impact. | did run for the same job my father had, and

|l 6m |Iiving in the same place whShe e my g
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wa s n 6 d shgwas bom about a mile down the road, a couple miles down the
road. So thereds a |l ot of things that i

Sure. But is there something in particular that you think of that you took with you
from the seminary

Oh, from that on@ because | take from a lot of things. | even visited my political

science professor on my honeymoon. [laughter] Yeah, he lived in Mendocino,

Sheldon Wolin, so yeéhl dolookt o t he past while 1 6m try
somehing in the future.

So what did | take from the seminary? What did | take? An appreciation for the
common life. | was interested in intentional communities like Synanon and
Delancey Street. And my experience at the seminary showed me the value and the
strength of a common life of people together. In part, creating the Oakland

Military Institute is a way of combining the military framework with, not the
religious, but the social. Socializing, of having ritual and common ideas and
common vocabulary and commgestures and rituals together. So what did | take

from it? | took a |l ot from it. And | <ce
number of people who were in the seminary. Some left and some are still there.
So it | eaves ananintemperexparience, mayhbe analesgeusiot 6 s

being in the army or somethidgor maybe even college, for some people.

People whose lives are very individualidegou have your one house, your wife
and your kidsandyourj@band every day bpmedlwmat si mil ar ¢
i sol at ed. But thatdéds why people probabl

crui ses, because now theydre in a group
wasnot O\Vtaimkyherdwere thirty guys in my class, and there was a class

behi nd me of thirty and then above me, s
where you have an intensity, because yo

day out. So | appreciate the value of that.

Good.

All right?

Very good.

All right.
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Interview 2: March 18, 2019 [morning session]
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This is Todd Holmes with the Oral History Center at UC Berkeley. Today is
March 18, 2019, and we have the pleasuratig down for our second session
with Governor Jerry Brown. We are here at the Brown ranch in Williams,
California, and | am joined by our partners from KQED: Scott Shafer and Guy
Marzorati. Governor, thanks for spending another day with us.

Sure.

In our last session we ended talking about your time at Santa Clara University.
And between Santa Clara and going to the seminary, you took a trip to New
York?

Yes.
Can you tell us little bit about that?

Well, | went with two other friends, Frank [C.] Damrell and Peter [M.] Finnegan.
Peter is now deceased. We went to New York, Washington, and Boston, so we

visited the capital, wer,whewasasjugesn fri end

Modesto, and we went to New York City. Peter Finnegan knew someone, | think
at Finch College, and we heard a talk there by Eleanor Roosevelt, in a small living
room. She stood up and she spoke, and that was very interesting. Anethe

went to Boston, where Frank had an aunt, and then we came back.

Was that your first time on the East Coast?
Yes.
How did you think it compared to, say, California.

Well, | mean New York was exciting. Also, New York would allow you to

purchase alcohol at age eighteen, so that was one of the first things we did was to
buy a few six packs of beer, and we went down to places in Greenwich Village. |
remember being ther@d having a beer there, and went to different restaurants. |
think we might have seen a pl ay. I 6 m
much more dynamic and full of peopl e
like it in California. San Francisde getting dittle more like that, but in 1956,

no
an
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San Francisco and New York were totally different, so the East Coast was very
interesting to me.

| think I went up in the Empire State Building too, so that was a thrill, and | think
we went and climbed ésteps at the Statue of Liberty. | remember doing that,
and | cano6t think of another time when

|l 6m just wondering, youdbre sort of on vy
from your family. A bt of kids would kind of go a little wild or ide?

No, when | was on my own, going to the Russian River, going to Idaho to work in

the Ohio Match Company lumber operatiohwas essentially on my own at

Santa Clara. You have yourownroam d p e o § well, thaydie anethk on

you there. We did have rather c¢closer su
nevertheless, my parents would not be aware of what | was doing.

The world has changed. | 6ve often remar
conversations between people who work f
these

al ways very odd to me, daily conyv
phones. ltwasalondi st ance call from Santa Cl ara
have to go down and gepay phone, so it was a little bit more cumbersome. But

there just wasnodét the connection, and t

grammar school. Parents, at least my parents, were not involved andllmost

parents were not involved. | was a \lelhder at St. Ignatius. | guess they called

them cheerl eaders then, and | candt rem
t he games. I just dondét remember any of

What was Greenwich Village like?

Well, it was interesting. Of course it was not as developed. It had fewer people,
cheaper beer and food, more room. It was 1956, both in Greenwich Village but

also at Santa Clara, there6d be a bar o
lotof people in it. I wouldnodot call it ru
restaurant/bar look that is more common today. | guess there was more space than
there were people. And | dondét know t ha
reason that renigsere cheap, that people could have establishments with a much
cheaper entry fee. Probably the insurance was minimal, the health insgictions

Il 6 m s p & avaré rettmuch.gSo the barrier to entry was much different, and
therefore very modest people coulceagte very modest establishments, and |

certainly found that in Greenwich Village. | just have a memory of being at a bar

there, and the picture of it looks old fashioned today.

What do you remember about it?
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| justremember the tables, the chairs, the bar, just old fashioned. So there are a
few around San Francisco like that, even today. But not the same way.

Did you hear any music?

| did hear music. Not during that trip, dater when | was at Yale | went to

Greenwich Village, and | think | heard
know he was Bob Dylan, but | remember just from what he looked like, and |
remember he had a |ittle mpandhewasad cap o
playinggand | 6 m pretty sure it was hi m.

Well, before we leave that section, you said you also went down to Washington,
DC during that trip? Is that correct?

Yes, yes.

Whatwasyour mpr essi on of DC? That was your f
capital?

Hard to say. | think we went and saw the Senate or the House. We had some

lobbyist that had taken us around, oralawyer dondét think he was
wasa lawyer, kind of an insider. You know, it was a lot of politics, nothing that

unusual to me.

Okay. So then in August you enrolled there at the Sacred Heart Novitiate? And
this is founded in 1887 in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Can wausk, maybe,
your decision to enroll in the seminary?

Yeah, well, | 6d thought about it before
Santa Clara, and | liked Santa Clara very much. And | would just make a point of
Santa Clara that Ipplied to two colleges: UC Berkeley and Santa Clara, and |

decided to go to Santa Clara. But | would distinguish that from the custom today,

which is at least five or six and maybe ten. And | guess the difference is that
thereds mor e p e oofieges | gaeasdAnchidhink tisabit seemctd

be fewer spaces, fewer seats, relative to the number of the people who want to go,

and therefore the getting in is, | think, much more difficult than it used to be.

When | applied, it was just: yeah, you @ggnto Berkeley if you get fifteen Bs in

fifteen solid subjects, as they callthéth hat 6 s it. They didnodt

So | decided | wanted to go to Santa Clara. Some of my classmates were going
there. | had no idea as to Santa Clara having 8aitmey wee an engineering
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school, but | was not interested in tha
matter or particular line of study leading to a particular line of work. I hear a lot of
young kids today, thisdcellgge bexausthisprogramwsnt t o
thebestpr ogr am. 0 SU.S.tINews & WorldReportnDhat di dnot
come up. We knew more because Santa Clara used to have a football team. And it
was a Jesuit school, | knew that, and it was a pretty campus. So | think there were
maybe twelve, or maybe more, kids from St. Ignatius. So it seemed like a good

thing to do. They were all going théréar more than were going to UC. So |

only point this out because it seems like the decision to go to college is totally

different today thn it was then. The idea that my mother or my father would take

me to Santa Clara, much | ess to Berkele
that even entered anybodyds head. And s
notions have evolved and have becatandard. So that was the way it was.

So | went to Santa Clara. We lived in a dormitory, which | liked. We were

assigned roommatésdfirst | had three people. And then | was able, after a

semester, to pick a roommate, and | picked this guy Frank Damréliw@s, as |

recall, about 1,300 undergraduates, | think, in the day sghalbboys, in the day

schoob and that seemed like a pretty gesided school to me. And | did like it,

but after being thereforawhdeand | was thinkindgbut 6d war
then | decided no, |l 6d rather go to sem
school with had a brother who was at the novitiate

[side conversation deleted]

Yeah, so | went up there one day, and we looked at it. It looked pretty interesting

tome , and it was a diff er édowmdiffedentihwas,si on. I

butitwasthefult i me practice of preparing to be

encounters with the priests because of St. Ignatius and then Santa Clara, and that

idea of the schals was very congenial and it seemed interesting. It seemed

intellectual, and then the seminary seemed solid. | had a sense that this would be a

pl ace where I could dig into the deeper

when, but certainly when | wat Santa Clara, the reflection on life and what it all

means, those were important questions to me. And so the material pathways of

normal living seemed not exciting, and somewhat boring and pedestrian, or

mundané something not exciting and not very degp.| thought the seminary

would be something different and p
[

of ou
what |1 6m going to do, so then | d it

r
d
| think you were seventeen when you decided to do that, right?

Yes, yeah, probably seventeen.

And | think you had to be eighteen to do it without your parents?
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N o, we donot know that to be the case.

Would you have gone into the novitiate fasted 6r

No, bec audiathgsedays,ahe nustoms were very defined. It took

fifteen years to complete your training, and the beginning was the na¥itiate

years. And that always began the evening of August 14, and August 15 was the
Feast of the Assumption of the Bl essed V

| ater, you take vows of poverty, chasti
i n before. Today | think thereds more f
shorter period f t i me . Novices are not right ouf

their midtwenties or older. So that too, through the late 1960s, radically changed
in many, many ways. When | went there, it was up on tha{pdinting to a
photographas you canee, at the big white building. And when you look back

into the Santa Clara Valley, in 1956 it looked a lot different than it does today, a
very vast plain there that you could see, especially from the hills, and we hiked in
those hills. So that was the stan August of 1956.

What was your parentso6é reaction when yo
seminary?

Well, they did not agree. They didnodét I
college. Sowe talkedabtiio not a great deal . But |
that was that.

You know, just looking at the calendar, it seems like your decision to do that was
roughly the same time that your dadbs p
taking off. He was talked about as a potential candidate for president éven or

Wel | , he ran as a favorite son in 1952
successfd | i ke Kef auver won two to one, as |
Stevenson and Kefauver ran. But | think the convention was right around the

time, right around that time, in August.

|l guess I Om just wondérPing was your dec

I donodot think it hasfaanhyetrhiwags tdooidnog .wiltt
being in school, in school with Jesuits, having hours and hours of contact and
conversation. And seeing it as a different way oflifeseemed definitely a

higherorder undertaking than going through school and gettingraligatting a
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job and things. That seemed to me not as interesting. The novitiate was more
mysteriou$ just a wider horizon in my mind.

02-00:18:42

Shafer: Where did you see it leading?

02-00:18:43

Brown: Well, learning to be a Jesuit, and that was orte@fpowerful religious orders in
Roman Catholicism. And the Jesuits are teachers, missionaries, they go to
di fferent parts of the world. Theyore i
Christianity in the world. And of course, things were a lot diffenerif956 than
they are today or even ten years ago. The missionary spirit is different. And
now, with decolonization and mul ticul tu
send some guys from America over to Korea or Burma, or even Africa, and say
n ow wgeidgrtoeconvert everybodyortrytodt hat doesndt have t
resonance. And in fact, thereds much mo
missionaries just being present and trying to do good works in those countries.
But | would say that the shift from missary activity defined as converting the
pagans, as they often were called, or the unbaptized, and then shifting to well,
everybody, has a different path and we
the way | understand Catholicism.

02-00:20:36

Shafer: Youdbve mentioned the védws of poverty, o

02-00:20:38

Brown: Chastity.

02-00:20:38

Shafer: And chastity. Which of those was the hardest?

02-00:20:41

Brown: No. Theyodre not particul ar |l yprebsare d, act u
environment. ltdéds a totally isolated en
newspapers, girls, entertainment, you d
have exhortatin, you have meditation, you have the Mass, you have minor bits of
manual labad it has a kind of medieval quality, that is quite full in and of itself.
And so your normal well, what is it like not to go out on Friday night? That
doesndét showtwp, tthecawsge dt H was choosin
because everybody else is doing it. In fact, to do some#tsagvould be to
depart from the norm.

02-00:21:48

Shafer: You know, when | think of the person you became as an agigstioning

everything, looking at things in different ways, it seems very different from the
structured environment. Was there a point where you got tired of that or just felt it
was too confining?
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Well, | think my inquiring mind waswdent much earlier than that. In fact, |

remember one time in my eighth grade, S
asked her a certain question, she said,
guestions?0 So | guesefguedtonem t hat, | wa
|l dondt know where | got my sense of ©be
present. And | do have that sense that most of the time people are operating on

belief. Ther eods -haseldatfactd Wwasjus talkingtof evi den
somebody this morning, t halased thataleds a bi
programs at the Department of Corrections shall only be eviderscea e d .  And | ¢
very skeptical of that, evidlerdea s ed, because i1 tds just at
we havealobf bel i efs, and ités not just the
thereds a | ot of belief in our own soci

So | guess | developed that because of the extreme conformity and uniformity of
beliefs in the seminary. And even there, there was soméapiag. Not a lot,

but of course the nature of religious b
ritual is that you perform the same movement or gesture over and over again, for
hundredd maybe thousandsof years, and that you do it in the group of
believers and that thereds no variance.
of certain Jewish prayers, they havenot
Is invariance expressed in a community of believers, and that it not be verifiable.

| believe that economic growth will be 4 percent next year. Now, that would be
verifiable and refutable. | believe in God Almighty, hell and heaven, and the

sant wel |l , you canét verify that and you
make the people his owrack there. | was just reading about that in Ur to

Abraham, that was his compact, give them the land. Well, they got land there and
thatodos still a controversy. So the beldi
what they call litanies, where ydave certain responses. Someone says

something short, a prayer, very short, like a phrase, and then you régposé

are called litanies. So these are things that bind the community together, but
theydre not somet hing yogtoogestdrs Youon, bec
have no basis to que shaded butthradughth§tol 1t 6s n
certainly did have my questions and my doubts about things as time went on.

It was a very intense experience. And | suppose that with all intense expsrienc
they tend to wear off, and as then they wear off, that intensity, that fervor,
diminishes. And then as it diminishes, you see things in a different light. And so

yeah, I did have that experience, and t
left. Butl al so have carried that spirit with
peopl e, I donét say | relate it back to
thing and believed the samMernaypeng. But

t her eds dawhéhoetr oift 6tsh atthe | egi sl ature, whe
of fice, whether 1toés a family gathering

that groupthink, which was a term developed first, | heard, in connection with the
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Vietnam War, and that all these bagad bright people went along. They called
thatgroupthink And then now we hear terms likeer pressure

But | think webre soci al ani mals, and t
is fed by, common understandings. And those common undersjsratie

belief and | dondt c BewerorkvThnesér K@EDO ti H édrse G h ea
string of beliefs. And other people have different beliefs. You see that in foreign
policy, and | could el aborate on that.
Iftds a proposition, that if you 9ay s ome
ités an assertion. Okay, but what? How

of that stuff. One of the things that interests thé,nterest me, that people would
say that bain scienceells us. And they often use that phrase: resetgitbuus.
Il t 6 s k iordd taddfme.ll ofténeplug iGodfor research and it tells you

that the brain, by three, youbve got to
s o | 0v atsdme a theestudies, not in a deep way, but | came across a study

that challenged that. And there is a professor that debunks that, and debunks the
studies on which people rely, even thou
l 6m trying voml wtoincre caf trhye veay of | ooki ncg
not that | 6m sitting here doubting ever
granted. But | 0m i belefhersis. EhdNewYortk iimdsow mu c
editorial pages would be different than paperBritain, say theGuardian.

Therebés just a | ot of belief going on.

Republicans, the Socialists, certainly the Communists, the rightbwiimgre are a

| ot of beliefs. And i f youays i ti Ndoown wahnadt

can we prove?0 Youbol find itdéds very |
[

i
n
Fir

I
| ook at the conflicts the world that
about beliefs. 0o I n the st World War,
bd i eved something el se, France believed
kil ling each other. So youbd say, A We | |
may not be about facts.
[l aughing] I sndét ¢t laesayighat the cli mate

Yeah,weldt heyore denying that which we have
But | would say that the conflicts in the world, say the Ru8sigerica conflict

right now, thereds a | ot founk of gogelnmenf, a b o u
but interpretation of events. And so as the interpretations get more and more

divergent, and people feel more and more strongly about them, and then they
internalize certain emotions, the next step is killing people. | used to thivike | | ,
webre going t o0 geetfwdgetowerthe¥ietmm Warh e r e
everythingds going to be fine. o But it
pursued by the countries of the world.
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Governor, | wanted to ask a littlét Imore about your experience at the seminary.
Maybe starting with what was your first impression that first year of life in the
seminary?

My first impression was that it was a little awkward coming in. Most people all

had theircassootkn, and the thirty new men t hat
our cassock for, say, a week. And how you file into the dining room and do some

of the things t hdawashylishesoorother&isdsofwbnke d t o d
took a while to get into the rane. But within a week or two, it all felt very

natural. And then a year later when the next crew came in, | could see that they
were awkward. They didndét quite get how
silence, and d&yhoewddrde | nabotk csaulpmpwoksdear ound .
modesty of the eyesr some people call dustody of theeyes So youdre not
supposed to. This is a whole other world, where your whole focus is interior.
Youdre trying to establish ithGodeandat i onsh
not with the normal stuff that most people, thth{people, deal with. So that was

an impression of that.

It struck me as very medieval. There is a concept of the will of God. And the will
of God was told to us as expressed through the,roleghich we had fiftytwo
rules, in a little rule book, and through the directions of the superior, Father

Maste6t hat was what hedés called, the mast ¢
following the superior was following the willof Gédl 6 d ne hatr hear d
concept before. I n fact, I havendot hear

fundamental concept, that the church carries on the tradition of Christ; that the
Jesuits, under St. Ignatius, were formed by the church; that the Jesuits appoint
superiags, and the superiors there are running things, wherever you are, in a

novitiate or a college or something. An
itds tied in with déandinethad difficaltta on. So |
accept. Butt wdsa.t 6Andvheavti dently, thatods

there was a lot of practices, Catholic practices, that when you get into reading the
Livesofthe Saintsr ot her materials on the church

this has been goingonforatpn | ong ti me. 06 But just in
growing up, we didnét hear about that s
world.

But it was an interesting world. The fact that a group of people were involved in
something that was intellectualtimulating, spiritually challenging, was not

boring in any sense. And if you think about it, the individualism of modern life is

very powerful. And people try to overcome that by taking trips. You find a lot of

the older people, they want to go to Roesm or they want to be in a communal

situation. So on the one hand, everybody wants their little private house; but on

the other hand, they do a lot of things, like go to a noisy restaurant to be
subsumed into this col |l egmpawsrefthex per i enc
novitiate: ités a collective experience
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cassock, the same cubicle you sleep in, the bell rings at 5:00am, the bell rings
every 30 or 40 minutes to do someéthing
thatinitselfisave ! donoét k n owxciting but as ancantitiote tos a y
the extreme individualism and skepticism of the modern world, | would say that,
obviously, was very welcome in my imagination.

Atwhat pointdidy ou begin to think maybe it wasn

Well, after about three years, maybe a little before that.

Like was there a moment?

No, not a moment. | began to read different things. Aftemovitiate, we started

to get exposed to books. I n the novitia
often, but we also could read part of the Old Testament, and we read lives mostly

of Jesuit saints. We have a becauskl, | don
have it here, by [Alphonsus] Rodriguez, actice of Perfection That 6 s what
wedre reading. So you do that for two vy
building to what was called the juniorate, and this was like college. And they had

a library with a lot of good books in it, so | started reading things like that.

And | dondét know whalinhinkitwaswafies | statedt a guy
thinking about leaving. But he came to visit my friend Peter Finnegan, because

we could have visitors ther. I di dnoto lithmkamostroméy many
except my parents once a month. And this guy, his name was Neil, and he actually

|l ives down the street from my nephew. B

remember whether | saw him or whether Peter Fjaneaelated it to me, but he
talked about the absurd, that he elaborates iMgta of Sisyphuysand that whole

idea | found very exciting, the idea of the longing of the human heart for meaning,
and the utter silence of the universe in return. And smH a liking to Camus.

There was another book that | got there callpdit and Realityby a man named

Nicolas Berdyaev. And Nicolas Berdyaev was an Orthodox Christian, Orthodox
Catholic, Russian, who was around Russia in the time of Lenin, but hidéeft

didndét | i ke Leninbdés material i sm, and he
War Il, but he wrote a number of books, and | read two of tiSginit and

Reality, and one waSlavery and Freedonminyway, he was somewhat interested

in the Holy Spiit, and the phrasepiritus spiratubivult or , At he spirit
where it wilt,o is the way the King Jam
unconstrained divine presence, and he w

somewhat complicated boaé say the least, but he also criticized Jesuit

obedience and Jesuit asceticism. So here was a guy writing, and his writing

seemed very fresh to me, seemed very alive compared to Rodriguez, which

seemed very dead. So that was the begindiragsl I stilhae t he book. I 6
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a copy that |l 6ve kept with me, and | 6ve
easy to read. But | think the very notion that this Russian was talking about

Christianity, and doing so in a way that not only implied, but expresglyinred

or described this freedom of the spirit that could not be constrained by blind

obedience, which was the essence of the Jesuits. So that gave me pause.

Then | also came up with another béoknhich | also have to this déycalled

Man in Search of Hineff[Ma n 6 s Se ar ¢,lby RoloMayHands levédf

in the Bay Area. He was from New York, and this was an interesting book. And

in the book, he talked about Erich Fromm and Nietzsche, and other people. But it
was an exploration of awareness, and/ Ineost people were going through life
without any sense of themselves, without any ability to really know what they
feel. He was a psychotherapist. So betweersthigt and RealityandMan in

Search of Himselthat did open up a mayea more open orienian toward

things. And therefore, it made the Jesuit framework feel confining and not as real
as it appeared a couple years before.

So you decided at some point then to leave?

Yeah.

Yeah,butyoa di dnét | eave right away, right?
aroundd ?

Wel | , |l dondét knoéw if | was deciding, s

And when you finally left, how did you feel about the decision? What did your
parents say? Whatas that transition like for you?

|l tés hard to remember these things. Webd
|l told my father. Hi s response wasnot t
books where they quoted him. I did notget hat at t hedti me. He
dondt know whiattéd jwwwtl dl iskhkegy he wasnodt s
like a slight. It seemed a slight negative, yeah, just slight, but not some empathetic

response. And t he | e ar®inthigbonded camménftyi cul t ,
so itdés very anxiety provoking. So | de
severalweelmaybe even a few mont hs. |l 6m not

But when | left, | remember | went to the Jesuit provincial, Father Caaradl he

l ived in the house on Lyon St. where [ D
Jesuit house was, the provincial s resi
paper and said, AWhen | give you this p

aJessi anymore, 0 and his |little clock chir
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right. | remember walking downthe stdiry ou know at the end of
dead end, rubs up against the Presidio, the eucalyptus trees and the fog and the

dew, the moistue from the trees was there and evident. And as | walked down the
stairs, thereb6s a stairway you wal ked o
Communi st China, because | 6d been in a

it was totally open. So yeah, thaas my experience a real liberation kind of

feeling.

Hold that thought. Before we get to that, | want to kind of go back a little bit. In
1958 you were still in the novitiate, right?

Yeah.

So your dad is thinking of running for
accounts are correct, you try to convince him to run for the senate.

Wel | | I wrote him a |letter, aenditit he | et
years, so | hesitate to comment on it.

[l aughing] Letters wonodot work on the ra

Well, if we had the lettér

What do you remember about your thinking about that? Hdwalil think about
it?

Well, how did I think about it? Well, | thought about the senate as being more

Il nternational, and | was a young Jesuit
The Jesuits started, | think, around 1541, and withihft y year s, t heyodr
the world, with universities and advising government ministers and what have

you. So this is (a), 1itdéds historical, [
might call it global today. And so the governorship seemed penechial to me,

more mundane. What is a governor going to deal with? Compared to, you know,

these are serious issdewar and peace, the large questions. Those are what

interest me. And | think after my fathemselected, Khrushchev came to

California, and to Disneyland, and he came to San Francisco, and they had some

kind of a dinner for him. And | wrote my father a few thoughts on what he should

say to Khrushchev. Il &dm interested in th
Khrushchev as well as Berdyaev.

Butt hi s perspective i s not the perspecti\
governor, they want you to deal with bills, and they want you to deal with roads
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and schools and water and t a s and cri
not doingewbappwysed to. So | e al ways
tensio®l was | ooking at the world, thinkini
it up. We certainly felt that way with the Cuban Missile Crisis, and in fact, we
almostdidb | ow it wup, thatihl1l958. di dndét know

X e
Oov

But | did know the world, and we spent a lot of time reading about the lives of
Jesuits. Matteo Ricci went to China and made contact at the court there, in China.
Francis Xavier went to India. And they were all involved in the politicsusbge.

So thatdés interesting. Thatodés more of a
webre sitting away i n that mountaintop
hi storical and very international, and

weobnmroet going to TV and wedre not running
the books and ideas have a lot more weight, and | noticed that, and | liked it. |

really started reading more, because th
talk, and those aré¢ big thoughts. Well, some people talked about little silly
t hings, but | al ways would be talking a

[side conversation deleted]

Il f | see somebody that therebébs sdme r el
just launch right in, whetherdbdos clim
issues have always been important. As a matter of fact, the novitiate dealt with

much bigger iIissues than Santa Clara dea
English, relg i o n , ROTC, French. Okay, so that o:
the novitiate, weobdre talking about savi
Jose, about saving theorld, you know, India, China, Africkt hat 6 s a bi g
thought. So thttod.s kind of my orien

Were you able to hear news about when your father was running for governor?

No, no.

It was just maybe on the monthly visits?

No. Monthly visit®y which | was not interested in. | was very absorbed in this

path of perfection, religious pathway. But | did know the evening that he was

el ected, they | et me come and watch the
But we Hatthenobtsiddweo wer end6t i nterested, an
i nformation was not pleasant . 't wasnot
talking about virtues, prayer, meditation, contemplation, lives of the saints, the
rules. Thatos wwhat WwWewasthetereshatddsn
most of the other people were interested in. Sevibrdd, as we called d@ that

falls away. Thatdés | ower order.
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Wel |l , Governor, |l et d6s talk about after
Berkeley, in January of 1960. Could you discuss that transition, because you went
from being in a very closed seminary up in the Santa Cruz Mountains to a very

large public university. What do you recall of that transition?

Well, firstof al | , I woul d tsamsitionl Idtodhsdto rues eo ft hte
terms youbve devel op eddecentNButl dokoowthath ut it
was different.

[side conversation deleted]

Actually, before you start, help ustivisome dates. When did you start at Cal?
Was it January of 19607

Yes. Sometime in January, midnuary. Well, | started there, and | went to see
Professor [Gerson W.] Rabinowitz, who was the head of the Classics Department,
and he evalated my transcript from Santa Clara, which also contained the work |

did at the novitiate, since it was affiliated with Santa Clara, and | had over ninety
units. So | didndét need too much more t
courses,nineunis in classics, so thatodés what I
And because | only needed nine units in my major, then everything else was

optional. And I originally thought | wanted to be a psychiatrist, so | enrolled in
chemistry and physics, bafter about ten days | saw that was not for me,

especially the lab. | was just not something | could really do. So then I shifted to
psychology, and so | then took a couple courses in psychology, and | took other
courses as well.

| got into the House [hternational House], had a room there. And they, of

course, have a cafeteria, and so thatos
group dining, and | got to meet different people there. And yeah, it was very
different. Berkeley was sovast. lkeph i nki ng | i ke i1 tds a sup

open the catalog and look at almost anything, and so that was a difference. It was
interesting courses. | had a lot of interesting courses at Berkeley, and a lot of
interesting conversations at thelbuse. Sotiwas quite a bit different, and it

created a certain amount of anxiety.

But thatés what it was, and then pretty
was 1960, that would be when the convention was, and so | roomed with a couple

of guys, graduatetsdents, and one of them lives about forty minutes from here.

Hebés a farmer, and he was studying that
so | met some people. And it was different, in that Santa Clara and the novitiate

were all very focused. You takvhatever you want. Go look in the catalog. Now,

most people have majors, so theyobére con
| had done all that. Oh, I think | had to do a physical ed. course, so | took that, and
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Ilhadtotakd wh at e | s e ?hadhistory, 60 | had t ralé & history exam,

and | passed it. So | didndét have to ta
class, so | took a statistics class. I
so that was all right.

Why did you choose-House?

My sister had gone there, and she talked about meeting interesting people from
different countries, so that was good, so | liked that. But there was a lot of

politics, you know, in Sproul Pladathe FairPlay for Cuba Committee. There

was a group of students supporting farm workers, and | went with them to

Stockton one day, and we picked strawberries for a morning. And then we met a

labor organizer, the predecessor to [César] Chavez. Then we met withyDorot

Day the next day and she talked. Sheos
places, Catholic Worker houses, strikabat was her whole life, so that was

pretty interesting. She was a pretty famous figure. She became more famous, |

think. Butlremerb er asking her, AHow coul d | | ec
tal king about ?0 ARathsisUbtepias diyd Mafi We Inl Burbe
I 6 v e Patheia Wdtopiawice, as a matter of fact, about utopian Socialism. So

that was a pretty interesting exprant. And there was a lot of political

discussion around the campus. It was exciting. It was not Free Speech Movement

yetd that came later. That came after | graduated from Yale. But it seemed like

there was a lot of ferment there, just talking to the peaplunch and dinner,

from different countried just very interesting.

What was it about the farm worker issue that caught your attention?

Well, just the fact of farm workers, and we were going to go there and see wha
their conditions were |ike. I donodt thi
be there as well, but she was.

And you mentioned you m&twas it Larry Itliong, the head of the Agricultural
Organizing Working Committee?

| think I met him later, when | lived in LA and we went on that march to
Calexico. |l joineditpartwayl t hi nk t hat s when | met L
didnét start in 660. There was a guy na
AFL, and they were ying to organize the farm workers, and they were having a

tough time. And they never did, until César came along.

What was it like going to Stockton and picking strawberries?
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Wel | , it was har dhavwerdally wesersent out inchgenicdus k n o

wayd probably the growers were suspicious. And there were guys who were hard
up, hard luck kind of peopl e. I donot
think these were more dowandouters kind of, that wodlpick for a few hours

and then quit. But we talked about it, and there was a group that went there from
Stiles Halb that was the spot that it started from. Oh, this was the time of the

HUAC [HouseUnRAmer i can Activities Comgoitott ee]
it, but some people from theHouse went there, and they talked about it when

they came back.

What were they exploring at that point, the HUAC commission?

They were just holding a hearing, as they did, althdubmmk their hearings were
probably winding down, but this was still a time when they took testimony, and
then of course people, students would protest, and that caused a conflict, and they
dragged them down the city hall steps.

That was in San Francisco, right?

Yeah.

And | believe it was called SLATE, which was the student political committee.
SLATE, right. Yeah.

Did you have any interaction VitSLATE or its affiliates?

No, no.

There was no inclination to get involved in student government at that time?
No, no. Just studying, and talking to people, and taking it all in.

You mentioned the political fervor there at Berkeley, which as you were
mentioning, this was before the free speech movement. As the son of a governor,
did tha® ?

Kk

(
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No one knew | was the son of a governor, for the rpadt Maybe at the
International House, but not on the campus.

You preferred it that way, | assume?

o

We |l | | I WO u
I

d have to a nce it or s
shows wup. 0

nnou
S neddosomedmidng npeoglee @bt
Different world.

Different world. They knew my father was the attorney general, at Santa Clara.

But Berkeleybés a |l ot more i mpersonal, o
| t adpeetty small subset of people whose names you actually know and you talk
to more than once. Thatodos one of the bi

then, certainly the-House, where | met peodd did meet people there. In fact, |

marvel that | 6ok a class, we studied the plalcestis by Euripides, in Greek.

And at the end of the semester, | didno
When it was over, people just walked away. So, | noted that. That seemed a little
different at Santa Clara. Wieged ther® we were there in the evening, went for

breakfast, and so theredd be, I guess,
Whereas, when you take a Greek class three days @ileete it is, and then
youdre gone. But it squalityaf theumeersiybout t he

In regard to the political environment there at Berké&léknow a lot of the
coffee houses around campus were places for a lot of political discussions. Did
you interact in those kind of discussions?

Il 6m trying to remember. | stuck mostly
some coffeehouses later, but that was when | came back.

| want to ask you about an issue that you obviously have cared about your entire

life, butwhi ch really emerged when you were a
death penalty. | believe it was May of 1960, and you contacted your dad to talk to

him about the pending execution of Caryl Chessman. Can you talk about that and

why you felt so stronglabout that issue?

Well, | guess |1 0d never encountered any
and then Caryl Chessman, of course, was this famous character that wrote that
book about his exper i enanerderedaaybddy,dg it t
he did commit a horrible rape, and heod
somewhat of a heroic figure in the minds of a lot of people. Letters came from
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Brazil and all over, | think even from the Vatican or something. So it justkst

me that killing him, at that point, did
about i1, and he said, nwel |, | canodot d
ask the |l egislature to abolish t,he deat
|l &m going to do that, o which kind of su
didnét have the idea of having an indef
It was an awkward situation, because Ca

attorney, hd already applied to the Supreme Court for a recommendation of

clemency, and they voted3itodenyclemency. So the law is pretty clear, that if
youdbve been convicted of a felony befor
the death penalty. You canrtwe commuted by the governor. In fact, | asked the
Supreme Court, on nine occasions, and t
commuted. These were lifgithout-parole types, although | did several hundred.

So my father couldndttHde hegtblaguaboaote
it. The legislature felt he threw the hot potato on them, and so they voted it down

in committee. And | didndét know any of
al most four year s, fthewoldofdSaccaménto, afddahe e t he
world of political beliefs. | justhad onesedsee | | , you candét kil

doesndét seem right.

How long was the conversation? Like what do you remember about it?

| mear® not that long.

Was it brief?

N o, i 10 twoe aniputed, aind it was an extended conversation.

And for your dad, was it more about the political considerations? Or was it
mored ?

| ¢ an @ yeals \wedl Yol asked me to get iftis mind. | think it was about

the moral aspects @fhe probably knew this was not a death case. And, of course,
today it wouldndét be a death case under
senselss kind of execution, and today weuldsay it was rather senseless,

although the people after he commuteddiafter he gave him a reprieve,
thousands of | etters showed up in the ¢
otherside, which was pretty extdus.

In the wake of that decision, your dadvell, many believe that that hurt him
politically. Il think hebés booed at the
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It hurt him, but not so much as to enable Richard Nixon to win the electon tw
years later.

That 6s correct .

So yeah, definitely at that ti me, it di
was definitely damage.

What was your view of that damage?

What do you meamy view? Whether | thought gxisted or whether | thought it

was unfortunate?

In regards to the damage.

Il tés kind of a reality.

|l guess youbre cor r gautperceptiont hat . I mean
You mean what was my reaction to it.

Thatds correct.

Thatdéds a | itvidwe Idiwdelregngay halnl aught er]
remember. It definitely seemed like a big tomersy. And yeah, | was surprised

at the reaction, definitely. | was coming from another, simpler world, and it just

struck me this was surprising in its intensity.

To follow on that, did it give you a new appreciation for the pasitibyour

father as governor, in weighing in on these kind of issues?

| think | probably thought more about ttesue Do | think about how my father

felt about |ife as governor ? irhagimmgght ha
how he saw things. Thatés a pretty soph

know that | attained in 1960.
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Maybe in regards to his position as governor on these kind of éssuesu 6 r e
coming at it from a moral standpoint, athét his job requires more complexities
than just what he may morally believe.

Right, so what ?

Did this situation give you maybe a deeper appreciation for the position that put
him in?

Well, | would say that the fierce negative response was surprising, so | got to see
that, and obviously thatdéds not a pl easa
negative, hostile public response. So Yy
wandering arond with your eyes cast down saying Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. |

mean, that was one world, and this is the world of outside and California in 1960.

So | did see that, and | saw a lot more things, in the succeeding months and years,
about how the world worked

Youdre going to hate this questidn, but
knowing nowd ?

That 6s a count&rfactual t hat [ canot
[laughter] | thought | would try.

Would | do it over again? Might not have, because it caused trouble. Well,
certainly because it ddeaitwoéutd ggnowherey wh
and | thought my father would probab
understand, if he fullunderstood that there was no votes, then why would he do
that? Yeah, so what were the options? You have a vote, get delayed by
moratorium, or which we see néwindefinite reprievé b ut s omehow t hat
come up. So thadldscardutwhyibhélde vd oped
underesti mated it, or at the moment did
morality of itd a lot of things. The trouble with the death penalty is that it has a

finality to it, so you always are hesitant to pull the trigger, as iensscause you
canot unpull i1it. So thereds not many t
di fficult to say. And | <certainly didn
implications as | would now.

er e
I

;
y

o T

You were about twentywo, | think, at that point, and your dad was the governor
of the state of California.
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Yeah.

And you pick up the phone on an important issue that he probably understood
maybe better than you did.

Well, | hopehe understood it better than | did.

And yet you convinced him to change his

Wel | , it 1 s. |l tds very extraordinary, b

Do you think your argument wahat, like whai ?

Well, my argument was great, obviously. Well, this is the argument if you can

havei f t hereds a chance to save somebody.
chance was to let the legislature decide. That was the idea Rad/| had the

insight of Nancy McFadden, who could always read the legislature, or of [Jesse

M.] AJesso Unruh, who could count votes
what someoneds going to do, i n many cas
hea sel f . I dondt know whether he would h

anywhere. So he must have felt, in that moment, that he had a chance to do

something. And that was good. | think it was very admirable. It was part of his

morald not just moral, hishumn empat hy for the underdocg
part on that he was a lawyer and a prosecutor, and | think he understood the case,

and there was a bit of a lynchob mentality at that point.

Oh, the lynch mob, | have to say, that victims feel the same way now. In fact, |

have friends whoodove had people [in thei
dondt want to see any kind of clemency.
unt il y thatedxvpee rhiaednce, youdbre focusing mor
perpetrator rather than on the death of
there that have to be understood together.

Just for a moment, | 6 ears,pecausegoutdddi j u mp ah
lose. Four years later he I8sor | guess it would be six years later at that point.

And to quote [Frederick G.dly ofiuF rceodud dhudttt
put Humpty Dumpty back together again after the Chessman thing.

Al though they did. Thatdéds not true, he
substantially, double digits, | remember one poll, and he [Pat Brown] won, ran a
very good campaign. But there were other things. The Vietnam War was heating
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up, the Spoul Hall protests, the arrests of six hundred people dragged down

Sproul Hall, the Watts Riots, not being in the state. Glenn [M.] Anderson was not

all that deci sive, awotldbedegsiveihthedMattsd6t Kk no
Riots more than they wereo3he cycle turns. Eight years of what is exuberant

spending all of a sudden becomes too much. The budget was only like a billion or

two, and Reagan was able to exploit a feeling that wow, this thing was never this
big. Well , it 6sigthecause of eight yearsof Demaocmts. Andh a t
under the previous governor, [Goodwin J.] Knight, there was a lot of deferred

programs and needs, and my father started filling th@sel he raised taxes on a

number of items. So that wears down.

Now, after Regan, then | got elected, so then what do you attribute that to? So
theredéds a pendulum swing. You go from B
Obama, Obama to Trurdpthose are pretty different people, and so that happens

in state government. There iswaing. So part of it is the individual, his
personality and how heds perceived in t
i ssues of the times. And then therebs |
problems are, they could be better under a thingaah@nge. And change is a
relatively empty term, dddndétt 6sv sm med dd
definition. ATi me for A Change. o0 That w
1952, ATime for A Change. 0 So thatoés wh
explain Reagandés victory.

The convention of 1960 was in Los Angeles, right?

Yeah.

Jack Kennedy got nominated there. Did you say you went?

No, | did not go.

No,b you didndét go. What do you remember

Well, | remember what we read in the papers, the certain chaos with the

delegation going in different directions. And part of that was, Ithiakn d | donodt
know what it all came &md but | think my father tried to have the different

candidates represented in the [California] delegétiStevenson, Kennedy,
Johnson. But, of course, it turned out
they split three di defiveritikeGovemnaryDavidLdnd he
Lawrence of Pennsylvania, or [Michael] DiSalle of Ohio, or [Robert B.] Meyner,

| guess it was, in New Jersey. These people had a more eastern discipline and

control, which probably never happened in California, andtsat pr obabl y wh
happened. You can reflect on how much my father knew about it, how much he
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was thinking one thing and theothewh o knows. Youdd have tc
history to find that out. | dondét know.

You know, a lot of young peopt# your generation were really drawn to public
service because of JFK and the Peace Corps and othethitngs effect did his
election have on you?

Well, | thought he was an exciting candidate. No one since then has had the same
charisna, the same presence. He was a very exciting person to encounter, and his
speeches had a right measure of dignity and irony and lBusssiousness. A

combination that I havendét seen since.
whatdidd we | | , I bwasngoing tokaw sclvaol and that was my focus at
the ti me. | 6m very interested in the is

What do you recall from that campaign between Nixon and Kennedy? What
stands out to you?

| think the debate. I think when Nixon talked about Truman swearing or
something, and telling Kennedy he should do something aldoukinhd of
remember that. Quemoy [or Kinmen] and M@&duemember that, those two
islands. Kennedy lookp pretty good. | remember watching the debate.

He tanned very well in Florida.
Is that what it was?
Yes.

Yeah, well he was pretty pastgced otherwise probably. No, he lookexbd,

and there was the excitement, the first thousand days, and [Arthur] Schlesinger
and [ Theodor e & theyifproneoteathis ttsng, the whele n
Camelod again, after Eisenhower. So you had Communist Korea and corruption,

and then Eisenhowercameang, whi ch was unuswual, bec
partisan, and he tried to hand it over to Nixon. But again, it was time for a change,
get America moving. There had been a re

vigorous. And Ni x charischa, evendhouglnte hael a lotlofe s a m
experience. And he had that strange aspect to his presence, to his face and his
personality. But then again, just a few
things go.
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Your father worked irsupport of Kennedy during that campaign. Did you get a
chance to meet the Kennedys?

Yes,Imed Teddy came out to the governoro6s o
hi m. ltds interesting, when Tedidly came
was thumbing through, and | showed it to Teddy Kennedy when he was waiting

to talk to my father in the back office there. And then | met Jack Kennedy. He

came down and gave a spe&dhhink his speech was in Oakland, late in the
afternoon/early evenn It was very interesting to see. | noticed one thing, Jack
Kennedp s ome woman came up to him and said,
handkerchief?0 And he, very dignified b
assistant will give youotakeomthis Yeah, but
handkerchief, so | always thought that was very-sathposed. | also asked him

about China, Red Chi na. Odlareyaupgahgto i Why do
recognize Red China or | et China into t
vital interests, and | rememiden o w  w hvéal ildtesesta We hear about that

often, vital interests, a very vague term that covers a lot of ground.

How did it strike you, if at all, that you had opportunities to talk to the President

oftheUni t ed States? Your friends didnot, I

No, but, |l dondédt know how that would. Y
something or think something?

Well, like boy, what a privilege.

That 6s a -cloenvsecli ooufs nseesl sf & Inmeedn, obviously,h 6 t | o«
knew it was because my father was gover
mansions, and you were going to the gov

Hershey, Pennsylvania,at g o v e r n o r & wiefly, buhnevertheles<l e

got to meet him. Met Truman, met Stevergsall these people came by. Met

[Charles] de Gaulle at the Fairmont Hotel, but my father was doing the talking. |

met Tito in Yugoslavia, so these were thingsgoeat t o do. That oés |
lived.

Did you ever get a chance to meet Robert Kennedy?

No. Never met RobertKennedgut | have a book that he
very valuable. [laughing]

In 81 you graduate from Cal, and the commencement speaker was the governor.
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02-01:27:01

Brown: Right.

02-01:27:03

Shafer: Yeah, what do you remember about that?

02-01:27:04

Brown: |l donodot.

02-01:27:04

Shafer: Nothing?

02-01:27:06

Brown: No. No, I candt remember that. Il think
degrees. It was a big crowd in the Memorial Stadium, so there were a lot of
people there. | dondét think peopl e were
think the kids were thaixcited.

02-01:27:25

Shafer: How did you feel?

02-01:27:30

Brown: Wel | , ités always a |ittle embarrassing
Ités a little stressful. Heds going to
t hat s a me comaty myiséhooh whildhe never did. Oh, one time |
think he came to Santa Clara, when Goodwin Knight was giving a talk. But you
know, youodre in that vast sea of peopl e
dondt do that any moaddferentlstheols. Pbliticala k t hem
science has their own graduation; English has their own graduation. | gave
commencements at bothdi ads nbeydhe $ame,
one was big. So thatos all
Yeah, I dondt k nthavmorel whentpeopld agdk nte eofgilee ct o n
commencements, because the kids are not that interested. In fact, | gave a
commencement at Berkeley, the Political Science Department, because | knew the
professor that asked me, anofdssosWainhd had
and | wrote out the speech and thought
el oguently, or the students had other t
students are that interested in commencement speeches. Now, maybe from
Kennedyor from somebody Steve Jobs or something. But short of that, | think
itds very hard to give a combfetmecement s
than just sitting in this big sea of people waiting to go up on this artificial stage,
get my diploma, and g@ picture with Clark Kerr and my father.

02-01:29:29

Shafer: You stild]l have that photo somewher e, I O

02-01:29:30

Brown: Nodi t 6s around somewhere. |l t6s probably
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Well, Governor you then, after your graduatfoom Cal, head over to Yale
University for law school in, | believe, 1961. What inspired you to go to law
school?

| couldndot think of a better alternatiyv
original idea was thinking diecoming a psychologist, but | soured on that idea.

The reality of it didnot, after meeting
their work, it didnodot touch nmdeaftettheat muc
first six months you could choose any ®iyou wanted, so | thought that would

be good. And |1 6d been at Berkeley, so n
at Yale seemed like an intellectually exciting thing, which it was.

What was your impressions of the school?

By the way, | should say that the notion of knowing in high school or college

what youordel gdiidhrmgbétt ohadwe t hat experi ence
be a Jesuit. We were told at Santa Clara that we were getting a liberal education,
particularly in English class, Fr. Perkins, we had a book c&keading for

Understandingby Fr. Maurice B. McNamee]. Not reading just for information,

but reading for understanding. And we read essays by Mortimer Adler, by Robert
Hutchins, who was the yourapancellor at the University of Chicago, promoter

of the great books. We read articles by John Ruskin, by Cardinal Newman on the

idea of the university, and other essays and short stories. But the message was
wedre getting a | i brengaeulming,canddhe ideaofrwhat we 6 r
job we were going to take wasrysecondary. Now, engineérsnaybe they had

an idea; maybe people in business. Many of my friends looked down on people in
business. That seemed kind of the easy path that you do that.

Sol also saw Yale as a more liberal arts kind of school, but more professional,
more concrete. Today people are very vocationally oriented. | meet people who

came to work for me, | said, AWhat did
c o mmu n i cHestudiechesnmunications, Mr. Evan [referencing to assistant

Evan Westrup in room. ] | said, AWhy did
|l thought | coul do lguesbmehody, sorbebarly el¥edail, no't

that. [l aughter i n bnaaofWwhatl was studying &latedl | us
to getting a job. | thought my job was to broaden my mind, to learn the best

writings on ideas in history and philosophy, and things like that. So that was a

different world. And Yale was a very free place too, althoug¥ag rigorous.

There were a | ot of smart people there,
that each school | went to the people seemed tb getl, let me put it this way,

the people who come out of Yale tend to be rather successful. And their wives

tend to be rather successful. They found museums or theaters or hospitals and do

al | sorts of things, so yeah. I di dnot
American power, or at least it was.
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Yeah, and | know you met, probabsgme people who were important in your
life going forward from there, like [J.] Anthony Kline, Tony Kline.

Yes.

How did you guys connect?

Well, | think he was in the same Entry, we calléd Entry, | think, Entry L. This
was a residential hall right on campus, so he was one of the people who was there.

Yeah, more so than at Cal did you find that you were engaging in campus life and
the life of the school?

No, atCal | was engageéd particularly at the International House. There was a lot
of things going on there. At Yale, of course you had the cases, you had politics,
you had theNew York Times | d i d mNéw York Eraedhattwhsean
experience | never haBut at Yale, oh yeah, read theew York Timesvery day.

So that already orients me to the national/international issues. And of course, the

Cuban Missile Crisis iodddthoughtatevasowerf 066 2,

Maybe | should get to Vermontift 6 s going to get -wor se.
biter. And it turns out now, in retrospect of course, that the Russians had nuclear
armed weapons, and had we made the wrong moves, we might have had a full
scale nuclear war and killed billions of people. Timight have happened. So |

di dndt d&wednew gomach more now how close we were to

catastrophe, but even at that time it was pretty scary.

You mention that with each successive school you wéntttsounded like you
were about t@ay the people got smarter. [laughing] Did you feel intimidated at
all when you got to Yale?

No.

Not at all?

No, | felt that most of them were better than | was at their study habits and the
wayt hey attacked cases. They were good.
always knew quite a lot.

What was your impressions of not just Yale, but also, the surrounding city of New
Haven? The city is quite different than, say, San Fraacis

_|
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Yeah, this is before, | think this might have been before redevelopment, or it was
[ Ri chard C.
book or® no Dahl, | think, wrote a book on democracy, Robert [A.] Dald, an

just in the middl e

of

New Haven was the mod
area. [ di dnot have a
Did a lot of talking.

You did?

Yeah, alotof listeningbut a | ot of

Mayor
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Was there a certain focus in law that you were gravitating towards at that time?

| liked labor law. | did like labor law. | took psychiatry and the law, and | had
t e a ¢ h e and an&hegwomanm d
taught the course. That was interesting. The only thing | can remember is that she
said that men and women were different in this respect: that a woman could bond
with a baby not her own, but men seemed to require their own physicalarhild

Anna Freud as the

6s

them to really form an attachment.
remember her saying that, so it
It seems | i ke psychiatry

of yourd

Well, yeah, yeah, and we had another guy teaéhimly yeah, in psychiatry and
the law they had Jay Katz and a guy named [Joseph] Goldstein. Jay Katz was a
psychiatrist. | took two courses: one was criminal law, and the other was
psychiatry and the law. Bute had this question of, which was very interesting in
criminal law: Whatis a crime? Who is a crime against? And also, insanity
defense, which comes
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The law school case method was to look at a set of facts from a case, and then

explore the outer limits of what the rule of laauldbe. And one guy, Fleming

James, who taught me pr oc e dthinkkemighte sai d

even have saitheanswer Al f you want to have an ans
ités the range of arguments that an ast

case. 0 So thatdés a very diffe?Becatise ori en

youdre studying | aw. Whatdéds the | aw? An
an astute counsel could make. Now, someone who has an absolutist view of the

world would be jarred by that, but | found it congenial to my somewhat skeptical

mind. Soi t 6s argument ati ve, Odohrdakiygadheldeste | ear |

arguments you can. Of course if youodre
client, youdbve got to make the best arg
vi ewed as: A Beni®. ouBeat of at hes, caach case

to explore possible ways of looking at the facts and interpreting them, so that fit in
with my general intellectual development.

Well, how do you think that whole orientation way of #img about things, how
did you take that with you from Yale into public service?

Well, | did exactly that. | look at the range of possible arguments or

interpretations, and it is my experience that most people have an argument. But
therewas anotherteachei dondét want to bore you wit
kind of indicates that | remember my teachers. At least | remember some things.

[ Friedrich] AFritzo Kessler was a teach
semester contracts mydiryear at Yale. He later went to Boalt Hall Law School.

But he s a&ihdke, hfaElv ear y\G&r man ac coehadaid, whi ch
AEvery rul er unlaes. ba Scoo uynotuebrd r ead a case,
youdd read a c as éutitwoadhave adffergnerules Angd somi | ar
that idea that every rule hasacounmten | e, t hat 6s i nteresting
significant. And I l'ink it back to some
know whether it was Aristotle or Thomas Aquinas, or rgtitbe hell it came

from, but the term isoincidence of opposites So it déds a coming to
opposites. | t 6 :veyrule has adownterdej f bet eagat han
similar, like in the Zen world that somethihg t 6 s not o.neT hattddss an «
Zen sayingnot one, not twoSo what does that mean?

The goal at law school, I think, was to develop your understanding of how judges
have written these opinions, so you could understand how legal arguments need to
be made, wh e tidtleem inya courfioore or atdaidkng a client. But

you really begin to look into material, look into stories and fact situations, and see
the full range of possible interpretations. And that sensibility, or that perspective,
has grown wi tdvenmrewing how, a§ lavastreading & r@veew in

the last couple of days, a review of a book on Gandhi. It was ihirties Literary
SupplementAnd the author, | think made some points, and then the reviewer

made points about that. And | was just thinkimy kthere are so many books
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written, and the books change over time, the perspectives on people change. So if

theydore changing over time, that means
wo nkdawi t , or we wonodét express it for a w
But that meas if you get all the interpretations of pedple hey 6 1 |  wr i t e b«
Kennedy, theyoll write books on Johnson

figuredt hey ére different biographies, and t
wher e t hat 6s shouldbetrua tineer So you coeld sayi whatever
somebody is saying, there is probably a whole different configuration that you

could |l ay out. And i f t hdawriingaboutneer of wr
talkingd i t 6 s t masthings. So@thehqu kind of start edging into
post moderni sm and deconstructionism, an

spend much time on. But all these things seem to fit together as a way of looking

at life in its complexity, and making sense of it, but not makergss of it by

being simplistic or arbitradyi t 6s thi s or i1itdés that. No,
probably several other things in between.

Well, how do you arrive at the truth though?

Well, thatods a good questi oisthetrith?at 6 s wh

What 6s the answer ?

[l aughing] Well, you know, scientists d
evidence; they talk about verificatiptmey talk about the null hypothesis. But

they donét tal k aboutreligioussuldjectnoWylwduld i s Kk
say. People talk aboatytruth, which is a very strange tedmmy trutt® and then

you arenod6t bri ngi ngiswhatwdthmnkis, whattheastate v i s m.
of the world is. What did Wittgenstein say about whatever is the case, or whatever
the world, all the facts? | canoét tell
state that question for a long tim&Viftgenstein in Proposition 1.1 of ractaus
Logico-Philosophicuswrites,Ai Th e wor |l d i s t lokhingsolt al i ty

Certainly, we can say what error is, be
facts are different t hatmbeyyingtdoavedesraay i ng.
and correct things as much as we can. B
approximati on. Now, obviously, you know
got a gun and a bullet, and yotudod itrlee at
truth. And so there are a lot of basic truths, but in between there are a lot of

i nterpretations. That o6és wheymeneltiecand i t er at

symbiotics and they love to complexify, and the point is that it has become very
courterproductive. In fact, the whole liberal arts, | think, has suffered, and | think
it was much simpler. Now, maybe everybody says that, but if | look at my



02-01:48:27
Shafer:

02-01:48:38
Brown:

02-01:48:39

Shafer:

02-01:48:43
Brown:

02-01:50:26
Shafer:

02-01:50:28
Brown:

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 90

Reading for Understanding i t 6s a | ot si mpler than so
come across recént So | think truth is a good goal to pursue.

You know, while you mention the Cuban M
was right around that time, against Nixon. How much attention were you paying
to that?

Towhat? To the election?

To the 062 election. Like what do you r

|l remember the Hughes | oan. Nixonds bro
My fatherds campaign madiekTackfutitgh deal ou
Chinese and followed Nixon through Chinat@wwhat about the Hughes loan?

in Chinese. [laughing] | remember Nixon, | think did talk about capital

punishment. Or maybe he gave a speech at Davis on that. He might have talked

about Communism | 6 m not sur e. But he once refe
statehouse, which now sometimes people use. But at that time, no one ever
referred to the state capitol as the st
which they now cal |He sebmed glitle/ld mothusilgédhe man s
right words, and I dondédt know whet her t
known that.

But for whatever it is, the campaign was pretty solid. My father was physically

very energized. He lost some weight,am@ It | s eemed to fall toc
know at the time, buto governor has ever been denied reelection for a second
term in the history of California. That
Wow.

But | owtlhintiien. Sokthat gives you a little bit of a boost there. And |

think the reason for that is you have enough time to have some accomplishments.

You have the legislature working with you, and whatever it is that caused you to

defeat your opponent, gisgsou something to do that has some consensus behind

it, and so you do it. So that works for
years, and no one ever tried to run for a third term except my father, Earl Warren,

and myself, and | ran twensjightyears after the first time | left office. So after

eight years, the things accumulate. And Earl Warren was running during World

War Il, and he was an unusual figure and bipartisan. So anyway, | think that

pl ayed a certain r ologernbrandeohingstveregboeic aus e

I n 0662.
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We had the Cuban Missile Crisis. That kind of froze things in the campaign, and

Ni xon kind of |iked to close strongly,
Cuban Missile Crisis shut everybody up. | remember Tordoghel was the

Republican candidate for the Senate, an incumbent, and he flew back to

Washington, and he put on his pilotds
little goggles up above his eyes, and that was a verydgagtat we call gphoto

optodayWe di dndét have that term then. But
picture, and it was very effective. | think he was going to win anyway. So that

was the campaign. | remember the debat
a crook?0 Oe BAMethwomgsayikng | l'ie?0 |
my father didndét really rise to the oc

got thad that was pretty good.

What should he have said, do you think?

Well, | think he had to be more accusatory instead of backing off. But it proves

h

e

c

that debates arenét al ways that relevan

them? These little moments, they can be big. | noticed that moment. But it just
seemed to be abgd campaign, because the water plan was popular, and the
freeways, labor felt good. What became a problem wageatatproblem. And

there was no dissonance, there was no Watts Riots, there was none of these
social/l civil rights activity, which di
governor I|like it did in 666.

What was your impression of NixoEarlier you had said that it was a really
hardfought campaign. Your father came back to wid Bythink about 300,000
votes.

Three or four points, | think, three points, four points, something like that.

But what wasyour impression of Nixon during the campaign?

Well, I always thought, you know, Tricky Dick. His face always looked a little

strange. | remember meeting him at the Giants Stadium, and | thought his
handshake was a little weak. | thin& had a hot dog. | remember seeing the
mustard. I dondét know whether it got o
mustard and the hot dog, and shaking his hand. But | met him several years later,
and we had a very good conversation. And he did lookyuaut he seemed very
insightful. And | think the turn to China was pretty bold. Of course the

prolongation of the Vietham War was scandalous and bad. Henry Kissinger thinks
he had a better sense of strategy than
Henry thinks. Hard to say, because he took over, and he said he had a secret plan,

d

n

T
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then he kept the war going, went right to the end therealftgithim. So, but |
understand you canodot retreat.

Bush, the second Bush, some evidence, not conclusivemef lsad of weapons
of mass destruction allowed him to go in and pulverize Iraq or bomb them and
disrupt and all that came out of that. So the tolerance for some kind of setback is

very | ow, even if you have to brlow the
thought, that the ego or the face, maintain face, whatever you call that in America,

thatoll have to be. So if the Chinese w
have to respond, because of this psychological quirk. And if we respond, we may

kilbil i ons of people. So Ni didloseidi dndt wan
Viethamd we get the hell out of there. o0 But
war . | 6m getting out.o |I dondét know i f

di dndt want atto hSaov el tt hwaats dbeeftet er t o ki | |
hundreds of thousands of people, rather than have that appear to be what actually
happened. Now is not as cldaexcept to people who carefully look at it.

Wedr e goi ng ntadittletbd, give yoa some tema &ff toi have lunch or
what ever But youdbve talked about Vietn
were still at Yale, and what was your i
then it was LBJO6s war.

| think | remember President Kennedy talking about Laos, and that was a

probl em. Il n 662, there was a picture of
and it turned out the picture was doctored, and the campaign made a stink about
that . | d @ was Nixok, but itwas soraetpart of his extended

campaign operation, or some independent. So Laos was an issue. | remember
Indochina and the Viet Minh and the defeat of the French. | just remember
advisors going in thercecgd ainde d. fal$hed nlé tw a s
Vietnam War from day one. After Johnson
an article for thd&New York Times a mor e conservative auth
going to take about 500, 0O Ottookrthatobpts , whi
it didndédt work. So | @Puecd/es?Itdbrambemibeo ul d h
there were some Vietnam protesters at m
Yeah, they showed up, but it wasnodt new

There was the wholeodmi no t heory. You just didnot
No.
Or the Gulf of Tonkin resolution?

When was that? That was 0657
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1964.

l s that ©664? So | would have been back
atmospheric testing was an issue, and that was a big issue. Edward Teller at a

debate, I think, with Linus Pauling, and he was férati d ndot say it was
problem. | remember the Kennedpeech at American University, and that was

very impressive. diGsingpregsiven¥ouewecheard o r ead

speech like that today.
What was the focus of it?

That we all breathe the same air, ourahieln want t he same thini
to stop these weapons, stop this testin
headi t s not even t hi ndkvarpdloguert. Saltlkegtot hat s
Vietnam, and Johnson was not as attractive as Kennedywhbs, he spoke, he

didnét have the eloquence, di da@it have

donot think he did. So then that war r e
[

California Democratidd Cownmdi It hiimkAWYWg eg tn
issue.

Yeah, we 61 | come back to that.

| donot think it was an i ssue in 066.

It was right around that time that you went to Central America.

Yeah.

You went b Mexico City, | think, and then you went elsewhere. Why did you go
down there?

| wanted to learn Spanish, and | thought | might not have another chance. So |
thought between working with the California Supreme Court and going to work in
a law firm, | should spend four or five monéand I did. | traveled all over

different towns.

What do you remember about that? Did it make an impression on you?
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02-02:01:07

Brown: Well, | stayed in Mexico for a month, then | went ter@ral America. And | went
to Nicaragua. Therebdbs no Sandinistas at
we went to El Salvador, that fourteen families ran the place. It was all tourism
kind of stuff, and | went with the Advertising Council, to thesfi@entral
American countries. Then | went down to Venezuela, and one of my friends had a
cousin there, and so | stayed at their house. Then | went over to Colombia, and
then down to Chile where there was a Gi@ldifornia program, so | did
something wititha® not very much. And then I circled back and got back
around, Il think, March or April of 066.

02-02:02:11

Shafer: One big thing we haveno6t asked you abou
President Kennedy.

02-02:02:16

Brown: Yeah.

02-02:02:17

Shafer: You were at Yale at that point?

02-02:02:18

Brown: | was at Yale.

02-02:02:20

Shafer: Yeah, what was that like on campus? What do you remember about it?

02-02:02:24

Brown: | remember | was in a class on the Uniform Commercial Code, thlectieacher
dismissed the class. And it was shocking, of course, and | went down to
Washington. | dondét think I went outsid
was there and a couple of other people. They flew to Washington. But | remember
they tdked about it on television all day, and that gets a little tiring. But it was
very moving, obviously, very moving. No president had been assassinated, that |
can think of, in that time. So yeah, it
sayitchaged my | i f e, but it was a maj or evVve
around the campus. | went to Washington.

02-02:03:33

Shafer: And why did you go down there?

02-02:03:35

Brown: Because my father was going btek there,
ceremony or be part of the process, closer to the process.

02-02:03:48

Shafer: How did it make you feel about the world? You know, like suddenly this guy who

was so charismatic and articulate and inspiring is suddgmlg
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02-02:03:59

Brown: Welbldonét know what | can say about that.
someone that young and vital is gone. | think these things have tanger
consequences. So at the moment, thereods
the boots backwards, and thélditson there saluting. All that was very
memorable and very dignified, and so was Jackie. So that world seems very
removed from where we are today, for ou
Even the stories that have been written about Kennedy hanezltdarker than
was the case then. So it was, | think, a very high minded, almost glorious
momend that | certainly felt. And then it was over.

02-02:05:10

Holmes: Governor, in the years after John F. Ke
theories and d@issions around the assassination itself. As a man who thinks
outside the box, who doesnét al ways tak
was your reaction to these various theories that were thrown about?

02-02:05:33

Brown: |l dondt knotw atbhoautt It htahtd.urgfiegmbéer wafclsing Gns wa | d
television when he was shot by [Jack] Ruby. | remember Mel Belli went down
there to defend Ruby. |l dondédt know i f |
about it. I was not a conspiracy theorist.0A ¢f these things have come out later,
which we didndét know about. You know, O
and thereds this stufdtwetdds hea Maf i af i:
around there, but we didndét know any of

02-02:06:22

Shder: Do you think the fact that Earl Warren was the head of the commission that
investigated it, did that give you more faith, do you think, in the findings?

02-02:06:29

Brown: Il think it was the fact Keprecesbyobs dead.
some invasion or some foreign intervent
more about it.

02-02:06:48

Holmes: Well, Governor, before we take a break we just wanted to also ask, in 1964,
during spring break, you went down to Mississippi?

02-02:06:58

Brown: No, in 0663 on spring break.

02-02:07:00

Holmes: Oh, was it 066372

02-02:07:02

Brown: Yeah. Well, but the Mississippummew as i n 0664.

02-02:07:04

Holmes: Il n 0664.
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That was a year later.

Okay. Caryou discuss your impression of when you went down there. You also
talked with the governor as well?

| did. I did that for my own personal safety, since it definitely felt dangerous.

There was a guy named Bill Higgs who gave aspeech. S ai d, A Wel | | I
come down. o0 He said, ACome down to Vi si
student, Ozzie was his name, we went down there, and we visited a few places.

He was filing a couple of lawsudsl think | might have helped him with a

lawsuit,which was kind of the purpose for going. | remember being in Greenwville,

| think. He was a lawyé maybe a lawyér and there were only three lawyers,

black lawyers, in the whole state. And this guy, | remember he pulled the shades
down, and | think he serdesome Pepsi Calaand | think he even served some

bourbon. But this is before [Michael] Schwerner and those guys got killed. But it
definitely felt |ike we were in a ery
went to see the g@gvetdmr heyest Dbooi;ayip
And he called my father, and he told m
thereafter | went to New Orleans, and flew back to New York, and then to Yale.

y

But | think you really had a sertsd had a sengel 6 m ttarbg comcgete about

it, but there was fear. You were really kind of watching out when you met with

peopl e. |l believe I met with Medgar Eve
with [James] Meredith, but | dnmbdut meet E
the division between black and white was so strong. And the denial odviotes

was focused on the denial of voting rights. There was no voting, essentially. This

i's before 664, when you had the freedom
tme,and t heredbs nobody el se down there. I
ABoy, this is a piece of history.o | ha
the mood, at least what | sensed to be the mood.

How did this impact yod |  d wamt&o use the wordewd maybe a deeper
understanding of the civil rights movement? Before then, it was maybe what you
saw on TV or what you read in the newspaper, but to actually be there in the
South.

Yeah, well it was quite shoclgrthe way it was. And of course we go back to

Yale and another kind of life. We had an African American guy there who was

studying to be a lawyer. He was very active in this, and yeah, there was a lot of

things. | remember him telling me about Emmett Till. di dndét know who

Till was, buthed i d . Emmett Till died in 656, and
must have heard about it fairly soon th
that there were black farmers that had hahssvn plows. Hesaidt 6 s | i ke
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hundred years ago in the United States of America, kind of making that point:

AWhat the hell is going on here?0 So th
But 10611 tell you, I did have usihle, f eeli
|l wasnodt going to affect. |Itherewexausegoi ng

it was just so alien, and we drop in, we leawee 6 r € not going to af
So then | came back, came back to Yale, and we talked about law and whatever
we tdked about then.

02-02:11:50

Shafer: Did that seem like a safe refuge, in a way, from the world at that point?

02-02:11:55

Brown: Well, school always is. |Ités amfoartific

me, 1 tds very s professolsare smargy Not dl ef thamy Buea t h e
good number of them are pretty el oquent
normal conversation. Spending a week at Yale, going to law school, is not like

your normal week, because everybody is very intelige, and t heyore e:
their intelligence on subject matter that is interesting and challenging. So it
doesndét get any better than that, from
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Interview 3: March 18, 2019 [in the afternoon]

03-00:00:25

Holmes: Thisis Todd Holmes,wt h t he Or al Hi story Center
date is March 18, 2019. We are sitting down with Governor Jerry Brown for
his third session in the oral history, and | am accompanied today by our
partners at KQED: Scott Shafer and Guy Marzorati. Govethanks again
for sitting with us today.

03-00:01:00

Brown: Sure.

03-00:01:02

Holmes: |l 6d | i ke to pick up where we | eft off
School to clerk with California Supreme Court Justice [Mathew O.] Tobriner.

03-00:01:17

Brown: Mathew Tobriner.

03-00:01:20

Holmes: How did this opportunity arise?

03-00:01:25

Brown: Well, | visited Matt Tobriner. He recommended me to Yale Law School, so |
got to know him prior to his recommending. | went and had lunch with him.
Hebdés fami ehd of my fatherdéds. They go ba
Mont gomery St., where they had their |
howdl mi ght have just called him, or so
happened, other than the factthat | knewhinmda | 6 d met hi m, and
law clerk was somethirdga clerkship is something you think about at Yale.

03-00:02:06

Holmes: And how do you recall your experience? What stands out to you in that
clerkship?

03-00:02:13

Brown: | had to do a lot of writing\eery week. You prepare memoranda for the judge,

basically for their weekly conference on whether or not to take a case or not.

And also you can be called upon to help write opinions. But Mathew Tobriner

did a lot of his own writing, so | wrote, but he wepbbviously, more. And |

woul d say that | got more experience W
That was the number one time, for me, for writing. And of course in those

days, we had those old typewriters. And so we typed it on yellow paper.

T h aho@ & all went. So that was a very, very important experience in

writing.

And | got one lesson from Mathew Tobriner. He always wanted me to change

the passive to the adtainde.l ONe d&il dvagts Il
that, that if youreally want to be clear, you put it in the active voice. If you

want to be a little less clear, then maybe the passive is appropriate.
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Mistakes were made.

Yeah, mistakes were made, yeah. [laughter] So that wagyged; And | got

to read a lot of cases, and | wrote the memo. The most famous memo |
probably wrote was, without question, the case of one man, one vote, which
was presented to the cadirand not something that people in Sacramento

were thinking about. Buhe Supreme Court had already ruled on one man,

one vote, and so this was a case where someone from Los Angeles challenged
the composition of the state senate and said that too had to be one man, one
vote. And | said yeah, . .Bytbwadthedrsigot t
wrote that down and came up with that, and they went along with it.

Were there other cases that you recall working on during your clerkship?

Some searchndseizure cases, | think. We hadase every week! So a lot of
them. Yeah, | did search and seizure, consent to a search, or iesérmng
in plain view the contrabaiddthose are some of the cases | remember.

While you were clerking, were you also studying for the badid that come
after?

| was studying for the bar. | think | took off a little while and studied for the
bar. Then | flunked it, and then | took off again, went to Sacramento, studied
for the bar and passed.

A lot of people have flunked the bar. Were you surprised that you did?

No. In fact two members of my class at Yale flunked the bar that year. Or was
it from Yale? Somebody from Harvard did, yeah. And another guy from Yale
did.

What was it like studying? What do you remember about studying in the
governoros mansi on?

Well, | remember studying at the forget® the Mayfair Hotel across from

the GermarAmerican Hall, which was the culinary academy. | stagfetthat

hotel, and | found it pretty boring and pretty difficult to pay attention to the
notes. And the classes werendt bad,
take a review course. | just reread the notes that | already had, and | got a little
bit of help from a lawyer who worked at the Department of Corporations. And

0]

t

t
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that helped. He was a bar coach or&eam teacher, and he helped. It only
took a few times, and | got the idea pretty quick.

03-00:06:40
Shafer: Did your dad try to give you anydsaice about the bar? [laughing]
03-00:06:44
Brown: No. No, the bar changgs her e6és too much change.
03-00:06:47
Shafer: Yeah, yeah. Was there anybody clerking with you that you became close to
that you stayed in touch with?
03-00:06:55
Brown: Richard [M.] Mosk was a clerk then. He was there. | think the guy who
clerked with me was a guy named [David H]Meldick dondét t hi nk |
seen anything of him since | | eft He 6
03-00:07:15
Shafer: And when you were doing thaerking, did it help shape your thinking about
what kind of law you wanted to practice?
03-00:07:25
Brown: Not particularly. No, that wasnét cl ea

By the way, | was in a car pool. Frank Damrell was there, and he was working

fort he attorney general. And then the n
was there for a few months. And then we had a guy named Paul Halvanick,

who | made a judge. He was working for the attorney general, living in

Berkeley. And then we had another quame@ [Demetrios P.] Agretelis,

Demitri Agretelis, and | appointed him a judge [in Alameda County]. So |
basically, | appointed three members o
lawyer. But we commuted, and different people would take their céindor

week, so we shared and it worked very well. So that was interesting to

commute. | always wondered why peopl e
so easy. And of course itdéds cheaper, b
the parking fee once aweekoMYu di vi de it up. So i f yo

onefifth each, every week, for five weeks.

Asfarasthelad | | i ke cr i mi nal l aw, but 1 did
prosecutordés office nor the public def
interviewedwith[$ ephen P.] ASteveo Reinhardt,
Tuttle & Taylor. And | met [William A.

judge later, and through him | decided to go to Tuttle & Taylor, which was a
firm of only about thirteen or fourteen, kihien it went up to about seventy. It
became a very prominent firm in downtown Los Angeles.



Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 101

03-00:09:32

Shafer: When you were studying for the bar, at the mansion, did you get to see your
father working more closely than you had?

03-00:09:37

Brown: A little bit. There were dinners; there were conversations. There was the
famous meeting with Jess Unruh. They w
for governor, and that was an important meeting for me, just listening to
themd it was very exciting. And becauséthat, my interest, it was so
spontaneously stimulated that | though
|l 6d li ke to do.o I I|i ke to think right
politics, and | think [|Sbldecidedright a way
then and there, because the study for
rule bound, youdbvedgbbstdrddgarloti obs
interesting. | mean ttouldbe interesting, if as you master the material it gets
interesting. But then the excitement, the drama of these cam@aiymd then
there were other things that came up, like news stories that | would hear about.
So I got a Ilittle view of the governor
people in the office.

03-00:11:03

Shafer: What do you remember abdubr you described it, | think, as an argument
with Jess?

03-00:11:08

Brown: Well, it was just talking. Unruh wanted to run for governor, and my father
said n@ that the party needddm. So each one was expressihgit views. |
dondt know that the content of the con
something about the intensity, or maybe just the subject matter, interested me.
And not interested me just intellectually, but it had a certain emotive feel to it,
impact.

03-00:11:43

Shafer: And these are two powerful men, obviously, going head to head.

03-00:11:47

Brown: Right. Well, they were just by themselves, sitting there, on the first floor.

03-00:11:54

Shafer: Yeah, what was your impression of Unruh?

03-00:11:57

Brown: My i mpression of Unruh was: heds a tou
very smart. |l didndédt know him that wel
| came to understand the | egislature f

what the procesis. But when | was governor, | had a chance to meet with him

on a couple of occasions. So he was a lot older than | was and a lot more
formidabl e. But | remember speaking wi
thought to myself, the man wasryquickd | meanunusually | dondt kno
t her eds any b simtgthattwhsahat quick.\MaybenWéllie Brown.



03-00:14:27
Shafer:

03-00:14:40
Brown:
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But Unruh had an incisive quality that | can see why he would emerge as the
leader. He was intimidating, but he was insightful.

And what | mosthoticed and marveled at was thaa n d | canodt r emen
incidents, but he wanted me to do something for him. | did it. But then in

talking about it, he was able to frame the encounter in such a way that it

looked like he was doingnea favor, even thougl was the on& or whoever

the other person wasdid him the favor. And at that time | saw how, in this

| egi sl ative encounter, Oosttrowlhapdag, 1t Os
but one of the skills is negotiation, and | think Unruh was highly skitie

that.

Now, he was tough, and his image was not as good as it could be or it might

have been. But he was a guy from Texas, went to USC after World War I,

and he rose to the top because of, | think, his just brute intelligence, and

emotional inteligp ce, and real drive. So, | don
that.

So as you were listening to that conversation that the two of them were
having, who would you have sided with? | mean, who made the better
argument, do you think?

|l candt remember the content. I really
fascinatin @ not f ascinating, exciting. And t|
Il tds just a statement or a description
in itsdf is not always attractive to me, because it is the same old rhetoric and

ités not the most visionary undertakin
detail that you have to indulge in, but | thought that was exciting. So, there

were other things that wereteresting. Hearing my father talk with [William

E.] ABil Il 6 Warne on the water plan. So
bl ur right now, because | was studying
the |'ife of Sacramento, didndét know an

So ttere it was. | just studied and would come down and have dinmgr
father had dinner at home. We had a woman there, a maid, that did the

cooking, and it was a perfectly fine h
hell people are talking about when theydsaii t 6s a fire trap or
know when | told Mardyao y Sohurg hvtert]jo Ili vsea
great! o she was shocked, and my wife w
adbyou know, the water above st hwer rfeinrostt
working. They letitgd f or ty year s, run down. It st
places up. But it was still quite a pl
was when | was there for the summer, but there were dinners that they had,

and | foundthos®l mean, it seemed | ike a perfe

why | moved back in, because | could see that was really an opportunity for
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the governor to make relationships and to have impact, to the extent that the
meetings and socializing can do.

03-00:17:21

Shafer: ltds interesting that that one conve
your enthusiasm, and you knew then t
interesting, too, that you decided you wanted to be governor, because just a
few years edier you were trying to convince your dad to run for the senate.
Butitwasthiy ou wanted to be governor. That

rs
h a

03-00:17:42
Brown: Well, the governorwathere [ | aughing] | f hedd been
been a different sty. Also, the path to governor was a little easier. Another
Democrat, Tom Lynch, was the attorney general, and he lost, and | could see
the path to the secretary of state. The guy had been there since 1942, Frank
Jordan. So | sailernwelHd ,cdralie sbeatadrd e.
around. So | figured | could do that. It seemed doable, practical.
o thi I the time, but | e
j oin h e e t | 6m goiahigg to Y e
t
r

0 on
o —Q
o un —

g
u . I
ussion i h ar pool, #AWhat e

scC
Abs where t 6 at.o I n fact, t he
at Makes Sammy RubB® you know that one by Budd Schulberg, maybe?

[ h
t o J a
di n h
i L i e W
Wh

03-00:19:00

Shafer: Hmm,d on 6t know.

03-00:19:00

Brown: You might Il ook it wup. Yeah, l 6m going
money, the medéat hat 6 s where i tds at. Now, I
used to live there during the summer and would carry on political activity
during the summer. And a lot of the powerful people behind him were from
LA. Now, San Francisco and Silicon Valley have becomeeepowerful, but
in those days it was savings & loan and other kind of people down in LA that
made it. Soitisunusual. Infadt, s hard for me to even
AOkay, yeah, 16d |i ke tdlmbhyevegllever nor . 0
making it up, because webre talking ab
But | also remember when | got my mother to give me the shathstranch,
I said, AOkay, | 6m going to restore th
And now youbre shooting in Mountain Ho
through a process, not through a stake
do too many stkeholder processes. We probaditypuldhave. [laughter]

k

03-00:20:27
Westrup: We did a number. You didnot always kno

03-00:20:30
Brown: Yeah, |l think thatds very important. F
Someone saidthet her day, HANow that youdre not
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have you experiencedlosure? 6 What ever the hell t hat
Orlthinkyouas ked, fAHow is your transition?o
somethingcalled a transition. It sounded like amitiation into the Eagle

Scouts or something. l 6m not quite sur
framed with such exactitude or formality. And | experience things in a flow of

|l ife and experience and feelihygs and i

these questions to give order to life always strike me as a little
overdetermined.

03-00:21:38

Shafer: [l aughing] Apologies. | want to just b
about that conversation with Jess Unrubh.
03-00:21:43
Brown: Yeah.
03-00:21:45
Shafer: So was it pretty mucthenthat you saw the path to being governor was
through the secretary of state?
03-00:21:51
Brown: I canb6t remember. I had my eye on the
[laughing] | used to look at the ballot pphiet when it came out, because
elections weré my father was always running for something, so | would
notice the election, the primary and the general. And | noticed the ballot
pamphlet always had Frank Jordan, secretary of state, with the great seal. |
always thought that was such a greatditiecretary of stateAnd then, at
somepoim!l canét tddl It hyoamg hwhevre!l | , |l 6ve go
Edmund G. Brown, and [if] | put secret
path, and it was. That was tlteea. And a lot of it is luck, because | was the
only Democrat. There was no lieutenant governor Democrat, there was no
attorney general Democéatt that time. So it was a unique opportunity, and
because the office had been, essentially, in the hands giewpe since
1913 Frank Jordan and his father, with a slight interregnum of a guy named
Peek, Paul Peékthere were a lot of things not done. And so it opened up the
opportunity on the elections, and particularly the campaign reporting, which
basicalywas 6t very strong at that ti me.
03-00:23:21
Shafer: Yeah, weé6ll come back to that story. Y
03-00:23:21
Holmes: Well, Governod we do want to talk about you entering politics, but before
we get there, | wanted govenbrshipk a | i tt]
03-00:23:30

Brown: Yeah.
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03-00:23:30
Holmes: How deeply were you engaged? | know you had a lot of your own things
going on, but how much were you engaged with his two terms as governor?

03-00:23:44

Brown: |l t6s hard to gawer nomweantcdrmf ar d eave s . I
Sacramento probably for some family dinners. Maybe Thanksgiving or maybe
Easter, Christmas, because thatoés wher
Thatdéds where everything tooktofpl ace. Of
session then, so | wouldndot be involve
i dea or two. Butditth®es gowvgamiozédd, [wiftfh c
professionals and departments and agencies, so those things run in their own
universe.

During the ampaign things are a little more open. There are campaign rallies

and things. I did a little get out the
from Yale. | think | was doing a pretty good get out the &dteemember

where | did it, in LA on Bixel St. Andlremember going to this one old

apartment house. | had my little list and knocked on the door, and | think this
couple must have been in bed, fiHey, yo
didndét think that probably hephpened. T
doorand A Oh yeah, 06 they didnét respond to
person to go vote. And so that gave me a certain skeptical view of get out the

vote, because | could see hbardit was, even for the son of the governor,

totally motivatedfo move people who otherwise had not decided to vote. So |

was involved to that extent.

| was down in LA shortly after the Watts riots. | think | was in the hotel which

was called the Town House. Now itds th
[Warren] Christpher met with my father and formed the idea of the McCone
Commi ssion, and he suggested [John A.]

idea. So | listened. Not a lot | could add to that, and | went and visited San
Quentin at some point, and Vacauville. | thinkisited the juvenile facility as
well, but | was doing that for my own understanding, my own learning about
the system. Because at that point, when | wanted to be a psychologist, |
wanted to go see how the group therapy programs worked in prison, and so
tha 6s what got me to that.

Butasfarasaroleinthey eah, f or whatever reason,
active in the campaign. Thereds not mu
raising money, youobre putting out pres
youbre going fromeavegnmntudbtve @wéntt o pi ck
youdbve got people doing that.

It turns out in my campaigns veid have a lot of volunteers. And in
presidential campaigns therebds such a
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rallie s . But in gubernatori al campai gns,
press releases. Althoédgbwnbowdsitawset s
03-00:27:43
Holmes: Your father addressed a lot of issues during his two terms as governor. One
was the Califonia State Water Project.
03-00:27:50
Brown: Yeah.
03-00:27:51
Holmes: The addendum to the Central Valley Project that was started in the 1930s. Do
you have any thoughts on that? It was, on one hand, it was a massive
undertaking billions of dollars paskin bond.
03-00:28:05
Brown: $1.9 billion, |l think, which is a | ot
03-00:28:10
Holmes: Sure. It was a lot of money, especially in in 1959.
03-00:28:17
Brown: Well, the budget wasndét even $1.9 bill
03-00:28:21
Holmes: [laughing] Yeah. What were your thoughts in regard to the state water
project?
03-00:28:26
Brown: Well, | think he voted on that when | was still in the seminary. | think that was
1959. A lot of his more important initiatives: the taxation, [foatia] Master
Plan [for Higher Education], Clark Kerr and all that, | think that was done
while | was in the seminary. |l 6ve read
negotiated with the state colleges, but that was just more of a label, a title.
And the sara thing with the water plan. Thiswaterpdant 6 s not obvi o
and you really have to go study it, the pumps and the channels, and all the rest
of it, and all the different tributari
realized that the Californi@entral Valley Project has a pipe, and the
California Water Project has a pipe. I
ot her, but thered6s a | ot to that. And
it. It was a campaign statement. It was somethiagwas done because it was
neededMy father felt strongly about that. But after it was over, it was just
something you talk about, the great water plan. And then after he was done,
nobody talked about it. It was very little talked about.
03-00:30:00
Holmes: You also brought up the master plan. Both projecthageundertakings, and

even decades later, are looked at as California leading the way in these type of
governmentsponsored projects that benefit the state. Later on in your political
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careerdi d your fatherdéds undertaking of th
up your horizons?

03-00:30:31

Brown: l 6m not sur e.

03-00:30:34

Holmes: About other large projects?

03-00:30:36

Brown: | mean aprojeéit hey 6r e al l about the same si z
03-00:30:43

Holmes: [l aughing] Thatds true.

03-00:30:43

Brown: And thatés the only time you know abou

there and follow the canal. And the water [projécitjwas a controversy

during the time of obtaining the votesnd\| remember during the Kennedy

election, when Kennedy Idgstalthough | think he was ahead on election

nightd he lost on the absentees, where the bond won. And my father was very
excited about that. It barely won. So
fully grasp the significance.

The Metropolitan Water District, what the hell is that? And this little guy with
a hat, Joe Jensérhe was like [Jeffrey] Kightlingér he was the manager.

And that was a big deal! The Metropolitan Water Diskitt di dpdt real |
know what that i s. |l t6s a big umbrella
district® very important. So they wanted the water. Then a lot of these

growers wanted water, but | didndt kno
sounded importadt it wasimportan t ! It still is, and we:¢
It . But itdos complicated, and itds exp
it has taken so long on the compl etion

for another couple of years on that.

Well, my father did get the bond, and he got the bond with the power of the
Department of Water Resources to make the decisions without the legislature.

No w, I dondt know whet her-CdognefWateras i n
Quality Control] Act, butthey saidéh | egi sl ature didndt r e
the water plan. So that was diffidget, as it were, and they jakd it. So

thatdéds why that system worked pretty w

Buttheseissuésy ou know, whatods hot? The Rumf

Housing Actjwasalgp t hi ng, in 664, the fair hou
down to LA, and there was a housing tract that a guy | was staying with had
said, ACome on down. o0 | was in LA at t
protest. | went down with him. | think it was at like"dand Avalon. And |
remember a young couple, and they said

we can afford, and this is our house,
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she had a baby in her hands. | remember | could see the anguish on the part of
the people who wanted the neighborhood isolated, segregated. But we
protested, so that was that.

And then when 0664 came dnydather,,] Unr uh sa
remember him sayingtordeln That Unr uh. He | icks his
tothewind,andhe sai d, OPat, itds not time fo
no, this is the right thing. o6 So he di
And this was the beginning of the [Samuel W.] Yorty Democrat or the South

Gate Democrat, which atthattimewer most |l y white peopl e,
Latinos like they are today. And they were right on the edge, facing the
African-American population. So that was a big deal, Prop. 64. Now, that was
memorable, although that was in November, | was in South America in

November, or maybe | was just leaving. So that was a big vote.

Unruh thought my father went too far. Then the people voted for it. And both
the California and the Supreme Court found a way to invalidate it, the same
way with [Proposition] 187. But you wordwhat the Court would do today.

But today, itbdés something thatds accep
housing. They dondét talk about segrega
groups, they talk about the affordability crisis, they talk about theats. So

t hat was a big problem, and itbés stil!l

was a little simpler then. You know, you just do the right thing.

But then the initiativé that was the beginning. So you not only had the

initiative to kill fair housing, then you had the initiative to bar health and

education for immigrants, undocumented immigrants. Then you had Prop. 13,

then you had the one on affirmative action [Proposition 209]. then you had all

these crime bills. Capital punishment passedupleoof times. In fact, there

have been nineteen initiatives imposing more draconian penalties in one form
oranothed i t 6s ei ghteen or nineteen, and tF
a more lenient direction.

So | think 664 wa emarati coalisok.ltwasa her e of
beginning c i v i | rights wasnot as prominent.
environment al movement yet. We didnot

Democratic Party was a more coherent group. But still, Republicans managed
to win, even though the Democrats were more unified. [laughing]

I dondét think 10 moats itnh abt6 4a.c tli vgeoti no utth,a
the bar. Letds see, in November | woul
working in the courotr.]l dAn dantdh attd swaksi ncda |
world or a young adultés world. So tha
people tend not to vote. Their | ives a

opening up, and they donodot wdget to sit
into these issues of one party yelling at the other party. So | was not as
actived the only thing that drove me into politics was the Vietham War, and |
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joined the activists in the Democratic Party, called the California Democratic
Council,andthavas i n 067.

03-00:38:14

Shafer: Yeah, weoéll get to that soon. Il want t
1965, which was the beginning of the g
guess, within the farm worker movement.

03-00:38:26

Brown: Yeah.

03-00:38:27

Shafer: What do you remember about that? | know you had worked with another farm
labor leader earliér ?

03-00:38:33

Brown: I didndt get involved in that until | a
took food up to the farm workers every weekd éhere was this march to the
border. That might have been 06638, may b
involved in that.

03-00:38:58

Shafer: A little later on, yeah.

03-00:38:59

Brown: Yes.

03-00:39:02

Shafer: Okay. Letds dob6?’be tal k about

03-00:39:04

Brown: Yeah, the law firm was a pretty busy time. It was challenging. It took time to
get all that stuff done.

03-00:39:13

Shafer: The election of your dad versus Reagan. Having been at Berkeley, and he
made Berkeley Reagad sort of thecenterpiece of his campaign against
your father. Going into that election, did you think your dad could win or
would win?

03-00:39:31

Brown: No, I didnét think he could win. I di d
South America, and | expressedthat e w, but he sai d, fASom
run. 0 He was not a man & admaybeilikeeadd t o r
do that too much, but that question wa
was. When | was at Berkeley, that breaks through the noisen YWhetake
six hundred kids and have the [California] Highway Patrol and drag them
down the steps of Sproul Hall, that sends a message. iStzepeoblem,
ot herwise, why are you doing this? So
iconic signal, mesggd and not a good one, from the



03-00:42:40

Shafer:

03-00:42:43
Brown:
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the chief executive and order is supposed to be your responsibility. This was
disorder. And then, of course, we had the Free Speech Movénibey had
obscenities on signs.

And then you had the studf the welfare abuses. | think if you check, welfare

starting the first year of Kennedy, maybe later, it really increased, more than

two times, even though the economy was growing. The welfare rolls grew
significantly, because some of the legal changey, litosened up, and so

there was a welfare growth. And then the Watts riots, and all that spescter

when youbre the incumbent, thatodés bad
like Ronald Reagah . He was always impeccably dressed. His suits were

pressed, hibair was properly trimmed. And he was amatihée don o6t know
if he was an idol, but he was a matinee figure that could easily slide in. So he

was something they didnét quite know w

That was the political environment, a pretty tough envireminto beat. And

of course no one had made a third term. In fact, no Democrat had made a
second term. Like second terms only started somewhere around Hiram [W.]
Johnson, [he] was the first governor to get a second term. [Earl] Warren had
three terms, but \Wren wasui generi® he was his own kind. So that was a
tough uphill battle, a third term.

How did your family, how did you, how did your dad react to the loss?

|l 6m sure he didnot. |l td6s never easy | o
buoyancy. He bounced right back. He had a good sense that he called his Irish
sense of humor. So | remember that night he was feeling down, so that was
poignant. But he got going, dmlid things, talked to people, got some law

business going, and he was pretty dynamic, pretty active. They said about my

father, and his brother, that they wereggiters. That was the phrase: go

getter, and he didnot tsaskipdofhardtb becaus
pull away. He had a more literal belief in the democratic agenda, as it were.

And | kind of see different sides of these issues and programs, and see some

of their paradoxical consequences. But he really felt that what he was doing

was right. And he felt, in later years, that Reagan was wrecking the

government and putting the government down. gadernmentfor him, was

a good word. And government for Reagan was not a good word, and it

became, even for Clinton, not a good word.

Solseethesethings@sy ou know, theydre waves. The
out. And the wave of government enthusidsmy father called itesponsible

liberalismd | think Fred Dutton gave him that term. Well, responsible

l i beralism, thateyidindndwow&nt nl il®é&6al
didndot want to take responsibility for
were important. So the wathadawasthd an di dn
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sense of disorder in getting things back on track, when tings in
California. That was the Reagan idea for governor, and it was, | think, the
Reagan idea for president.

03-00:45:08
Holmes: What were your impressions of Ronald Reagan?

03-00:45:12

Brown: I had lunch with him right after | was elected secretaryatbstHe served a
hamburger on a tray, and a Coke, and we talked. Distant. It was really like
being in the presence of a movie star.
normal political talk. He was a little distant, and you felt the formality of.it all
But he certainljyjookedthe role. He played the role, inasthe role, quite
exactly. And | dondot know what he was
was very friendly and was good to people on an individual basis. | know he
had this notion that freeddmnl remember listening to a speech that he gave in
the governoroés race, that i f we- donot
Americanism, the people who are in the coal mines, slaving away, will never
forgive us. So he had these dramatic watfsey wee dramatic, but they
werenot threatening to the pédapl e h
this is not the bes © hewspakaln motegeneric t 0 |
ter ms. He didnét talk about bills o
y 0 uh@we to look at what he said. He was a good storyteller, he had a good
sense of humor. | think he was a good writer, had a good way with words. |
also saw him talk after he became govednbr donét know i f | m
went to Carl Gr dineen d&t the Qepotley Ptazat i r e men t

h

e W
I
ron

03-00:47:25
Holmes: Remind us who that is?

03-00:47:25
Brown: We havenot tal ked about t hat .

03-00:47:26
Holmes: No.

03-00:47:28
Brown: Carl Greenberg was the political editor of the Times A name that everyone
in your position would know. [laughter] But like everything else, in time
everything passes. So he was there, my father spoke and gave his talk, and
then Reagan spo&esomething bout Hollywood, being an actor, the stars,
thedream | candét remember it, but it was
just remember the worstarsandHollywoodand maybe the wordreams
And so that was exciting. Just listening to him was exdtih¢hought,
anyway. Other people didnot. Democrat s

But he had that 1| mage, and then | ater
You could see that it was morning in California, from his cinemagraphic
rhetorical presentation.oc3hat was interesting, and he had a sense of humor.
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He was against withholding, and then he had to adopt withholding. So he said,
my feet are in concrete. He said the sounds you hear are the cracking of
concret® or something. Good sense of humor. So thement for

withholding.

Withholding bein@ ?

Withholding the income tax. They didno
something. His ideological antipathy to the Russians was pretty strong. He

used the woravil empire ltés a strong phrase. And
George [P.] Shultz, and | presume others, he decided he could work with
[ Mi khail] Gorbachev. I think [ Margaret

Gorbachev too. So they [Reagan and Gorbachev] had theiingeet

Reykjavik, and | guess he was prepared for that. That may have been the last
meeting between a Russian and American president where they talked with
such congeniality.

So whatever it was, he certainly was rigid when it came to a lot of democratic
political ideas. But in the overall stadyand of course hés he cut the taxes

and built a pretty big deficit up, a huge deficit. He started that. Built up a lot of
military, and came in there with Caspar Weinberger and the Committee on the
Present Danger,dn he really fanned the fl| ames
impact, but it hacdomempact. But anyway, he could pivot. In the same way,

but different, Nixon pivoted to China after making a career of attacking Red

China. AWho | ost ChindfPhfpDewa}) KNckends
So, theyodére very different men, but th
things. And other things they did, particularly the deficit and the unions; he

certainly was not friendly there at al
pol ari zed environment that webre findi
I n 666, it seems |ike your father thou

two.

Some people around him must have thought that.

He didnén®tHeuwe about it ?

Maybe he was. | mean certainly the people around him did, because they were
thinking [George] Christopher, mayor, solid guy. Was he a lieutenant
governor, Christopher? 1 &dm not sure

No.
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03-00:52:01

Brown: No, he ran for lieutenant governor. But by that kind of traditional calculus,
Christopher had a strong biography, b u
guality of Reagan, the visuality, and also the sound of campaigns, that Reagan
mastered.& t hey di dn 6dta nudn daelrssot atnhda tt hyaotu dor
professional. | guess Otaltheugh we diddhavét have
George [L.] Murphy. He was elected in

03-00:52:44

Shafer: Yeah.

03-00:52:44

Holmes: Yeah to the senate. [John V.] Tunney beats hiré6i

03-00:52:51

Brown: No, but he was beat by [S.l.] Hayakawa.

03-00:52:54

Holmes: Not Murphy.

03-00:52:54

Brown: Murphy beat somebody. Oh, Murphy beat [Pierre] Salinger, and Salinger beat
[Alan] Cranston. So Salinger was the Kennedy [press seci@tegfit there
i n Camelot. Youdd think he was really
that good. He was a | ittle overweight
Reagan, who was a man of great s&tun looks, anyway. So yeah, the actor
won in 664, and the actor won in 666.
have other people. So itbébs open now. V
think Reagan was one of the pioneers.

03-00:53:40

Shafer: What didyou take from Reagan? Did you look at him and did you learn
things? Youbre obviously very differen

03-00:53:47

Brown: Well, | learned that Democrats who leave deficits and spend too much money

lose elections. At least that happened in one instdmecause he was

pounding away on the mountain of d&bite had a specter. And of course, in

some |iteral way itbdés all very silly,
and now itdéds $200 billion. Now, depend
the generalund or the overall budget, but that was the mood. These are

moods These are widespread shared beliefs, and he was able to flow with

those beliefs and make his mark in that context. And other people, for
whatever reason, donO6ybelipfisysttm, buphewas t ha't
pretty good at it. His moment wésen at that moment. But he also had the

histrionic ability. The acting ability was pretty good.
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Wel | , itdéds interesting too, cdnsiderin
office, he also left a mountain of debt and also raised taxes during those eight
years.

Well, he did raise taxes. Taxes werenbo
now. | remember Tom Quinn told me once that Sam Yorty told hisrfathe

who worked for Sam Yorty, that peopl e
the context, but | remember the statement. And | think taxes are always a
problem, but theydre nothing |ike the
Republicans. It is almosteirkeyd bigger than some of the religious issues.

In fact, tax nows a religious issue. In fact, all issues are religious: abortion,

gay marriage, climate change, tadé&sh ey 6 r e al | evi | i n sol
that was never the case on normal issues. Boat 6 s what happened
Yeah, |l think that i dea youbve got to
And | didnét know, as | do now, that t
Il nexorabl e, because it goes up and it
obvioustoevelyody. Since the time of Reagan

and a lot of recoveries. So if you chart that, you can see the regularity. And we
know, from finance analysts, that the deficits are much bigger now than they

woul d be under R, atigoaght, wvaiRetd gnidion@rsa d e f i
$24 million budget. But 1 todhewasned out
already in a recovery. And thatodés the
moving target; 1itds a moving reality.
So | took over in Januaryhat budget was put together in December, and

they make a forecast. |l forget what it
revenues dondét | ook good. 6 But over th
we had a $5 bill i @gnowttmtivelpdus haédandbwe adE
reserved a couple billion showas property

surplus. But when my property tax solution failed, then that money that was

held aside went back into the deficit number, and the thing popped up to
around$5bl |l i on, and thatés how it grows s
now. It grows very quickly until it stops growing. And [George] Deukmejian

had the benefit of a recovery and a very large job creation, and then it fell

apart in the recession that [Petilson experienced, which was very big and

very challenging and he had to raise taxes. And then the same thing

happened to [Gray] Davis, and the same thing happened to [Arnold]
Schwarzenegger. And | thought it woul d

Yeah, you had good timing.

That was very good timing. Both Deukmejian and | were fortunate that it was
basically recovery all the way.
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Let 6s
down to LA?

6066, t

Yeah, and so you worked at Tuttle & Taylor?

Yeah.

talk about you

o be in my fat

How did you choose that law [fir@]?

r mo v

her 6s

e to L

115

A, 1966

campaign.

Sixth and Grand. Wk Bill Norris. | knew Bill Norris. He worked on my
He was vice
into him. He came in to talk to me when | was a supreme court law clerk, and
fine, 10l 1 idcohemadeanoffea n d

father

[ said

0s campaigns.

What did you think of working in a law firm?

I 11 ke

di scl o

d it. I want ed

sur es. |t wa s

t o |

tedi o

presid

i nter v

earn about
business, so that was my chance. We defehdsihesseas not defended,
more, we did some litigation, but a lot of it was business, securities filing. We
had to file with the SEC. You had to check everything out and make

us. | t

6s n

honest, they were hard working. And probably my greatest experience there
me mor andum. I 6

was |

fourteen months in the supreme court. This was twBwmyor twentyseven

wrote my first

pages, and Bill Norris sat me downd he started crossing out. By the time he
ed, we were down to
because nobody had ever given me that level of editing. And that left a very
strong impression. | thought these were put togethegtypgood. But no, so he

just crossed it out. So, that affected how | did things for the rest of mg time

and still, as governor. | view a lot of things that are the equivalent of twenty
0re wor whatl

finish

five p

experienced most of thenot most of the tim& the overwhelming time of

ages, and they

people presenting things.

seven

Well, you were known for your short staiéthe-state speeches.

Well, but | was taught by a guy who went tor8tad, was at Stanfofil

Warr en

Christopher,

sSsmart

guy .

pag

at b

That o6

bu
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judge, and he was a clever guy. He was a good lawyer. He was a top lawyer

by far.

03-01:01:16

Shafer: So you moved to LA, and awdhatAwasai d a w
where it was &

03-01:01:27

Brown: Oh, from a political point of view.

03-01:01:29

Shafer: So say more about that.

03-01:01:30

Brown: Wel | , | 6d go to fundrai séwdllguessli ng my
lived down in LA. | livedat his place on Muirfield Road He rented a house
there, and so | stayed there during the campaign, probably when | came back
from South America, from March through the election, through the end of the
year. Well, | already had the law firm there, but gtjseemed like more
exciting. San Francisco, this is before, you know, the Grateful Dead and the
Jefferson Airpl anedlthinki sY ehadhd,0 6G 64 app @n
around yet. So LA seemed more exciting to me.

03-01:02:18

Shafer: Was it like patly the Hollywood thing?

03-01:02:21

Brown: No, not the Hollywood thing. More of the business, the political. This is
wherdwel | , Unruh was from LA; Gene Wyma
from LA; [Lew] Wasserman was from LA. People that | met through hi
were in LA.

03-01:02:39

Shafer: [Howard] BermarHenry] Waxman.

03-01:02:41

Brown: Well, they came later.

03-01:02:42

Shafer: A little later.

03-01:02:43

Brown: Il didndét know about them then.
[side conversation deleted]

03-01:02:51

Shafer: Yeah, so 1968, big year. LBJ decides not to run, and you got connected with

Gene McCarthy.
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03-01:03:03

Brown: Yeald well, yeah.
[side conversation deleted]

03-01:03:13

Shafer: Well, we were talking about 1968. The war, obviously, was heating up and
protests were heating up. Lyndon Johnson decided not to run for reelection.
But before we get to the presidential campaign, were you eligible to be
drafted?

03-01:03:38

Brown: Well, Iwas eligbldé | et 6s see, they disdsdlwasdr aft
twenty-seven when | graduated. | had a deferment to go to law school, and
thatdés the only deferment | had, was |
seminary, | also had a deferment. So yeah, no one got drafted out of law
school that | remember.

03-01:04:05

Shafer: Did you ever think what you would have

03-01:04:06

Brown: No. I hadndét thought about it.

03-01:04:08

Shafer: No. It never came up.

03-01:04:08

Brown: Nevercamédwel | , it didndét happenChilegaut | r e
somebody6és house on some evening, ther
who was a teach@ractivist kind of character. And he was saying how the
ClA, theydre bombing this and bombing
remember thinking the guy is dittle extreme. So that was a thought in my
mind. At least | heard that. Then, when | got l@a¢kis would have been the
early sum@dwmer lot hoédk, it wasnodét the Tet
were bombing.
[side conversation deleted]

03-01:05:22

Brown: Il just went to | aSwrsemethiogdndlwhstwehty nk t h a
seven when | got out. So, thatodés the |
after | |l eft | aw school, but they were

| remember | called up Johh.] Burton or somebody from CDC [California

Democratic Counci mi ght have been somebody el s.
But they had a convention, and the CDC was an activist wing of the

Democratic Party. Alan Cranston was an instrumental guy, and they were

instu ment al in my fatherds nomination in
convention, and | proposed a resolution to stop the bombing and start talks
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with North Vietnam. I dondt know what
resolution. | think there were two resoluteorOne further out than mine. And
we had a bunch of people, and | spoke on it, and it was just kind of cease

bombing/ start negotiations. Thatoés wha
talk.

That was August, and out to[GeraldlNgt c ame
AJerryo Hill and a | ady named Jo Sedit
put the peace sl ate on the ballot. [ 6n

that peace slate, or whether we endorsed him later, but the peace slate
signatures qudied. | remember going down and appearing at the registrar,
and it was in the newspaper. We qualified. And then McCarthy was coming
around, and we picked him. It was very exciting. He lost in New Hampshire,
but did pretty well. And then, it looked like s going to win Wisconsin,

and then Johnson pulled out, and then [Robert F.] Kennedy jumped in, and
then it got more muddled. So | was in the McCarthy campaign.

What was it about McCarthy that you liked, besides the antiwar position?

Well, first of all, hewasthe antiwar candidate, before Kennedy. So that gave

him a certain purity, clarity, persuasiveness. And I liked his speeches; he was
eloquent. He spoke in a very highinded way, kind of akin to Stevenson in

same ways. Bobby was a little more razdiezzlé just a different kind of

speaker. McCarthy was a little cool, and people remarked on that. And | liked

him; I got to know him. He had a reporter named Shana Alexander that would
show around, a haleavden& after one ofdis sperehss. He

did a | ot of talking, and 1t was fun t
priesthood briefly.

So the peace slate was all very exciting, going against Johnson. But somehow,
when he got o ait hut aftex a few ddys ar iveeks & betame a

very different kind of race. And then with Kennedy, it became difficult, and

Bobby was able to win Californdaand that was that. | was there on the night

of the assassinati on. eMcCathyswasalhfadt, he Hi |
was sitting next to Robert Lowell when we heard that Kennedy had been shot.

So that was another downbeat, as far as politics is concerned.

And then we went back to the convention, and | was an alternate delegate,
alternate Kennedy del egate, which wasn
talking to McCarthy, talked to some of
in the activities down on thground, in the park. | had a friend of mine, who

was filming there. | met him, and | <ca
politics sucks. o0 And he was doing a fi
never came back. I'n faect , 1 lavenot | sea
years. So then | came back, because th
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satisfactory at that point. But there was going to be a Humphrey vote, and

there it was.

03-01:10:54

Shafer: And your father was supporting Humphrey at that point?

03-01:10:55

Brown: Yeah.

03-01:10:56

Shafer: You and your dad had a disagreement about the war too, right?

03-01:11:01

Brown: We did a show where we took either side. Of course, it was very easy, because
| 6m on the out si de; sohwad geryaice tothimeSo,il nsi de
can see now that |1 O0m an incumbent, t ha
than when you just come out of the wil
easier.

03-01:11:28

Shafer: [to Holmes] So do you want to talk altcthe first campaign?

03-01:11:32

Holmes: Actually, yeah, in a minute, but | had a follay question in regard to your
fathero6s support for LBJ, and then | at

03-01:11:40

Brown: Right.

03-01:11:41

Shafer: Some reports were saying that heught that this splitting, this support for
McCarthy was helping the Republicands

03-01:11:50

Brown: He never said that to me. See, a lot of people make comments based on
plausibility. You can say wel/l, Democr
oo her guy. Well, thatodés a general stat
happen? And | <can tell you it didndét h

03-01:12:17

Holmes: How would you compare ?

03-01:12:18

Brown: Because t hatiehce commgniMyifather evasIngiditical
science kind of thinker. Hewasadowvme ar t h pol i ti ci an. He (
what you think is right, o or something
view, not some political calculation.

03-01:12:39

Holmes: Bef ore we move pamgn, vmabmere yohr ebsévat®ns ora m

even your own feelings about Kennedy and McCarthy going head to head in
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these kind of elections? Because in many respects, a lot of people would say
they held the same positions.

They were very difrent though. Kennedy appealed to more wokkilags
minorities, Hispanic, African American. Kennedy won Indiartah at 6 s a
tough state. McCarthy won Oregon, a little whiter state. Kennedy was a little
more working clas® was able to appeal to the more of arking-class type.

McCarthy was a Ilittle more highbrow.

with that part of the electorate, as witnessed by the results. But it was still a
close election. And McCarthy, | would say, got some of his votes from the
conservéve areas that were not very paatiwar. Like | think he carried Kern
County, and | havendét | ooked to see
that people knew that Kennedy was the Democrat that if you were a
conservat i v edeven aanserdative Dambocral, of whech there
were a number.

Do you think, looking back on it, you could see the beginnings of a racial
cleavage within California?

Oh, you could see that in Prop. 14 in 1964.

The housing.

The fair housing. Yeah, so that was four years before. And even in the Reagan
election.

You mentioned Kern County. Do you think also, with Robert Kennedy,
because of his early suppof Chavez and the farm worker movement
thad ?

That mighthavd may be t hat was it. Could be.
voters then, like there are now.

| think the first political position that you had was you wappointed to the
LA County Delinquency and Crime Commissio

Right.

You were appointed by Kenny Hahn, | think.

(N
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03-01:15:21
Brown: Right.

03-01:15:22
Shafer: [An LA County] supervisor. Was that an issue that yod &@articular
interest in?

03-01:15:30

Brown: | have an interest in criminal justice, but it was obviously somethihg to
actually, it wasnodot the first position
of 666, to the narcoti cisogyboardttothe i on adyv
Narcotic [Addict Evaluation] Authority, | think in Norco or Corona, where
they had an institution for civil committed addicts. And they had a special
board, and that board existed until af
itself. | had an unpaid position for just advisory. So that was the first thing.
That didndét amount to much, but | met
later became the head of ParolBsedrd of Parole Hearingappointed by Pat
Brown], who later became the heafd California Department of] Corrections.
We had a meeting in the prison.d | donbo
not very many. But | got a sense of th
visited prisons before. This gave me another chance at that.

The Crime and Delinquency Commissioh di dndét think of it
terms. It was something to talk about, and what did | have to offer, so that was
something. And gangs were an i ssue, de
at the timé | understand no& these committees have limited impact,

limited reach, limited authority. But | went to the meetings, and | think a

former trade negotiator, Hdl not Hill, but she was a Republican type, and

she was on the board, and she was pretty good. Not Norma. Sherads

negotiator, | think, under Reagan. But anyway, so it was interesting. | did that,

and that was instructive. These were all opportunities to learn about how
government worked, what this process was, and so | was trying to understand,
justhowdoeste political government process
really have an idea of what it is, but after you sit on a few commissions, work

in a few campaigns, you begin to get a sense of what this activity is.

03-01:18:18

Shafer: And seeing it maybe up closas a member of the commission, did it give you
sortof®@1 dondét know wIdadtinspireywu necegpdrily, wor d i
but did it make you feel like, governmentitters |t 6 s | mportant ,
thingd or did it seem like kind of makeork in a way? Beause you said it
wasnbdét really going to have much of an

03-01:18:36

Brown: Wel | , | didndét know what it would do,
These advisory commissions, they do re
oftheirpolt i cal outreach; government just ¢
connectivity to the electorate, although the connectivity is very thin and very
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shallow in that sense. But | was interested both because it was something that
| was able to do and say law in, and it was interesting, it was on crime.

Crime was a big deal. Reagan ran on crime, | think. So | thought that was a
good position to be connected to.

Il wouldndét say that it had a big I mpac
sense that igave me a window into that county criminal justice system. And
al so, |l had a chance to talk to Kenny

But | got to talk to Hahn, and he was definitely a character out of the old
system. You know, bhackalkpdesBHéenedsen
Catholic representative. o He had all t
charge of these various ethnic populations and voting blocks. So that was a

pretty overt inclusion of your political constituencies, thabluih® well, he

didndédt make any boHeass ha boonuetd iwta,y .a nfTdo dian
doing the same thing, under the rubric
have either of those words, but he knew he had to have links, he knew he

needed his lalcks and his Mexican Americans and whatéveis pastors, and

he did it.

So the reason | say tldatvhen | went in to get sworn in, he walked me down

the hall and pointed at the pictures o
of this gr oagbagnotheregtowp. Itiseemexd lold fasfpioned at the

ti me. | wondt say unsophisticated, bec
But it wasnodét sophisticated as you wou

where people would talk with much more higlown langiage. This was just
his gutlevel understanding of how you get elected in the city of LA.

03-01:21:52

Shafer: What did you take from that?

03-01:21:54

Brown: Well, | thought he was a little bit of a caricature, to some extent. But then you
knewhewon,@ | donét dknow what to

03-01:22:06

Shafer: That wasno6ét | ost on you.

03-01:22:09

Brown: But he was ol d f alsOpmomegdt ol dowagnd

No.

do it that way .0 yeéah, seeniedalitile nottright, th sag, b o u t
AOhalye this is my black I|iaison, 0 or s
kind of open to everybody and somewhat
covering all your bases. I think we like to be a little more dexterous in our
maneuverings. He was just simplied right out there. So there was an honesty

and a transparency that has been made more difficult by all the political
correctness, the rules of all this beh
t hat . I think wedve addbethstfortyyears,bllot of
I n the guise of iIimproving public trust
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the process any easien little bit in some ways, but not really in too many
ways. Not much.

03-01:23:25

Shafer: You mentioned that Reagan had gotétected, of course, on this sort of clean
up Berkeley, and there was concern about crime. And Reagan was definitely
sort of a tough on crime kind of gdy

03-01:23:36

Brown: And | dondét know that it was about i ss
for something new. Maybe in todayods t el
and that seems to be very important. T
somebody we havendét seen. Heb6s tal king
bring together all the contradions and make them sound not contradictory.
And thatodos what he was able to do, and
governorship for all of his governorship, | think.

03-01:24:11

Shafer: At the same time, | think Sam Yorty was sort of a teogkcrime mayor of
LA, right? Is that fair to say?

03-01:24:19

Brown: Well, he was there with Police Chief [William H.] Parker. It was Parker, and
t hat 6s what & hisHastyname.dal' helLARD wére tough. They
di dndt have t he s andeestaditheychadeasmablet her ci t
police force, but they made up for it by their tough policing. And so Yorty
backed the police, and they would align against my father from time to time.
So maybe thatés another reason | thoug

03-01:25:03

Shafer: But | guess my point was going to be that there you are suddenly on this
commi ssion, this crime commiésion and

03-01:25:10

Brown: Abiganticrim&y eah, thereds a big | aw and or
remember now, itdéds been so |l ong ago. E
that, come up with ideas.

03-01:25:23

Shafer: |l guess what 0o mererobviously thinkingaboutsrunning
for office, at that point, very much?

03-01:25:28

Brown: Yeah, | was, yeah.

03-01:25:29

Shafer: And you were thinking: hereds an oppor

a name for myself and to be able to say, when | run for office, | did this on
this commission. So how did you think about what yoght do on that
commission that might help you?
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Well, you know, |l was |l ooking for prob
gangs are getting out of control We 6 v
how | was goi ngow.tBotl artainly thoughtithatd ¢ouldhdd t Kk
somet hing, but it wasndét clear to me
commission, so you tell the supervisors. But you highlight proldeyas

expos@ so | knew that was a possibility. You could highlight gangvagt

This was a time, by the way, when pred
AThese characters were incorrigible pe
l ong time. o6 It wasnodédt three strikes. T
the beginnings of thew-andor der mode, whi ch didndt e
Reagan, didnét exist in my fatheroés ti

Knight and Warren. So this was part of that.

And Yorty was a political character. He originally had been aofeftenter

Denmocrat as an assemblyman, and then he became a conservative Democrat.

So he got more conservative. | think he got elected on separating the garbage.

Il dondét know if youdbve read that. But
separation of garbage. That was onaisfissues, against [Norris] Poulson.

And then, of course, when he was running against [Thomas J.] Bradley, it

added a real raci al el ement, but | don
became an opportunity. YouAmdyauw, i n po
have opportunities, and you either seize them or somebody else seizes them,

but you candé6t stand still. Somebody el

Kennedy. He waited, but then McCarthy jumped in.

That 6s a g o bink, totyouaransingtfor @ommunity Cdllege
Board of Trustees maybe. The legislature separated out community colleges
from K-14.

Yeah.

Sohowdidyodand obvi oudlyy ut datdnwas ndti nk t h
to be your final stopping point. [laughing]

No.
How did you see that?

Wel | |, ités very interesting. I had met
campaign. | later made him a judge. | was down irhtiitel, down there in
downtown, the old hot8l



Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 125

03-01:28:46

Gust Brown: That must have been The Biltmore?

03-01:28:48

Brown: The Biltmore, the Biltmore. And | dono
meeting. We had some meeting. Bill Norris had a meeting c@lbedmittee
for California. |0 nmponotihdve deanoBwt anyway,it hat w
met this guy, and he shook my hand. An
hand for?0 And he said, dawell, l 6m r un
runni ngmfrouri iid 6f or the Community Col
said, fAWhat the hell is that?0 He said
LA. 0 Hmm, pretty interesting. So | wal
| &m going to do,impleso | did it. Just th

03-01:29:26

Shafer: Yeah, and you and 132 other people | think, right?

03-01:29:30

Brown: Yeah, because it was a new board. So politidewst o go wher e ther
incumbent. | think it was 134 counting myself.

03-01:29:39

Shafer: Yeah,Ithik youbre right . Syouwere antthebatlos, your
right?

03-01:29:45

Brown: Right.

03-01:29:47

Shafer: So how did you think that through?

03-01:29:49

Brown: How did | think itthrougt?

03-01:29:51

Shafer: Yeah, | meaé how you wergyoing to present yourself on the ballot, how you
were going to campaign?

03-01:29:57

Brown: Well, first of all, I went to my frien

Bogota, Colombia, who died last week, and he was at RAND, and he

introduced me to thisuy. And | got a little bit of knowledge about program

budgeting. | had a little interest in education. And | had a little skeptical view

of education as well as a deep appreciation for it. But so | got a few ideas.

Wedre going to ma ktethetpbliey ofihe graqgeathasc onne ct
well as the money. So | did have a |it
have much money. I went through my f at
$15,000 for the primary and $15,000 for the ge@esdproximately $30,000

So | did one mailing. I did a few radio ads, and | had maybe twenty billboards
that said, ABrown, Trustee, 0O or someth
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dondt know, but | was Edmund G. Br own,
pretty early up. And myather had only been governor three years before, |
probably had 95 percent name ID, so that lé&lbsame in first.

By the way, that not only worked then, but it worked several years later [in

1998]. When | ran for mayor of Oakland, | came in first. Anetéhwere

eleven other candidai@gswo Latinos and nine African Americans. And

people said how are you going to win i
[laughing] | knew it looked pretty good, because something that most people
dondt r eal sliketohHaw a farilat namepsbneebody they know
something about, as |l ong as i1ito6és not n
difference in those elections.

I had no idea whether 1 6d come out fir
how it would wak out. It turned out that a guy named Kenny Washington, an
African-American guy, same name as the famous football player, he came in
somewhere in the top fourteen. And then we ran off, and then we had seven.

And of the seven elected, it was Kenny Waslongind me, and then there

were foud a group of four very conservative people, including [Michael D.]

AMIi keo Antonovich and two other peopl e
conservative Republicans. And one guy
George [E.]Browra nd | ost . dSablodk bfdéoureahservdtives) r

and they did whatever conservatives do, campaigning in South Gate and all

those other places there. The school district had a lot of conservative areas:
Burbank, Glendale, and that kind of thingwhis bigger than the city. And

then a guy named Wyatt, and Wyatt was
worked together.

Now, how theyelectgili t 6 s al | verdoneofthedrer i ous t o
conservatives didndét make i tation$oo t hat 6
how 1 tos difficult to real Whathapped,er st an
particularly in these little ballot ra

as large as LA County. Not quite as large, but going from Bellflower all the

wayupd t he Antelope Valley. Thatodés a | o
voters know? Well, they somehow figure it out, and the conservatives were

able to communicate their message. But my name ID and Kenny

Was hi ngt o roGsdtheraMn &Vyadit e wasfarmer military man,

maybe thatdéds how he won. But there we
the board, so thatés how it alll happen

What do you recall of the political environment in the Los Angeles area
during that time, partularly around education. | know you had the blowouts
in LA high schools during 0638.
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Yeah, that guy who chained himself to the door, that Mexfaerican guy.
Do you know what his name was? He was a teéclsaul, Sad | forget his
name[Sal vador B. fASal o Castr o]

Is it Rubed

Ruben Salazar?

Yeah.

No, | think he was killed. He was killed.

That was aiLA Timegeporter.

This was a guy who wasno, they were marching. There was some

marching. This was, | gdwasthisbudingf or e bu
yet? No.

This would be 069. You al so é&choole st ude
as well as your community colleges.

Yeah, but the activism at the community collejgsh at 6 s pr et t nv
Youdre talking about LA. | tLA Bimes o ,
and it doesno6t gewas adatof nosd, &let of thingsn . t
happening, but | dondét know what n
i n oweHdBre talking about Vietnam then.
Kent State. | remember that. TsSsuereds C
t he conser v atboygot Isttuak in the déafeterib. Wie lead a

resolution. They of course voted that down. Yeah, it was kind of a board that
interfered with the management rather than provided any particularly positive
guidance, becausenoad t hem wer e educators. They
mean, they knew things as a citizen, but there theydveeey political. And

three ofthedwel | , mysel f, [ Robert C.] fABobo
and Antonovich, all ran for office. Sothemes pr i ngboards. You?o\

start somewhere, and school boards often are, to city council, to legislator, and

beyond.

To what extent were you, in that election, testing the brand, the Brown brand?



03-01:37:17
Brown:

03-01:39:56
Holmes:

03-01:40:00
Brown:

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 128

Well, first of al , |l never thought of myself as
We used to, in those days, have things caltadpanies Now we donot

companied we j ust have brands. And that is
the label, to the image, to the name, rathéeran t he t hing named.
the peopl e. It isndt the building. | t 6
Amazon, DbDidé&sOtael erand, right? And tF

talking about name identification. So the name is gettingle tiit unhooked
from the reality.

So | would frame it a different way. | was running because | knew this was

about 35 percent of the statewide electorate. So obviously, | thought | could
expose my presence to the votee&Sos, and
thatodos why | decided to run. At one po
congress, in the seat that Glenn [M.] Anderson ran for, and we diddawell

di dndt d dookadatghdsIpdrticulaMgeat, and | noticed that Sam

Yorty did pretty wellagainst my father. And based on that, | decided not to

run. Il candt remember what the voting
my fatherther@ i t 6s t hat Long Beach, Lawndal e
So | was thinking of that. But then the fundraigingow was | going to do

fundraising? So the junior college board souddedo , | could handl
not as good as being in congress, but
it. 1 did know at the time that | was going to run for secretary of stégeri.

| knew | was going to run for governor, so this was just the pathway | chose.

And it was a pretty clear path, and | followed it and was succéssfidome

ways, relatively simple.

What was the role of your father in the camp&ig

Well, the role of my father was he had his name, and he had been governor of
California up until January of 0667. An
of 669, so that&s hbatbdeonmmbbkrl onger .

Number two, he &d his fundraising list, and those are the first people | called.

| got it from his accountant, his campaign accountant, Jules Glazer, and so we
started there. | dommétt twhismldthenyhddatd e
tea. My father had beengoverm , hedd been attorney ge
Arizona. He was interested in the water plan, higher education, roads,

freeway$® this was the meat and potatoes of his responsible liberalism, or

what he thougld he saw government as helping and doing importangshin

This junior college board thing was of
identificatordo | dondét think he was thinking t1l
nor was he that interested in secretary of state. | think he thought | should

have run for st&@ senate or something. But of course state senate might have

been harder, because a lot of people might have been known in a senate
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district, but they couldndét have the r
you only could do if you had a name, whichald.

And so really, that election was in part, | would imagine, you were testing
whether the Brown nanie?

No, I wasnodét testing.

No?

Iwasadvancing Test i ng, aytounmdaryeb es aiyti nngo utlhd n 6t

Well, | guess your father had just lost, so was there some sense that maybe the
Brown namé people argired of Edmund G. Brown.

|l candt remember. | dondt itkwmaow what my
testingl dondét know whether thatodos releva
goodenough chance that | should do it. And the chances of losing were not
great, and i f that did occur, it woul d
thought the junior colige board, education, that seemeddikenave a whole

|l ot of ideas on education and al ways h

The community collegésl 6 ve appointed people there
university, very i nnotvhaitnigvse., Is owansendtrte
this at the timé | was really thinking more of the political, but now | see the
community colleges as very important. And the notion of going to Santa Clara

and spending $65, 000 seems verugntodd to
because you can do the same thing virtually for $12,000, because you can go

for free. Youbve got to |live at home,
UC if youdoe angtgoedcoll ege.rahBut you
Old Blue, or whatesr the hell it is. But this is a very expensive luxury right

now. So | dondét think I appreciated ho
were.

We had different controversies there. They wanted to create a central police
forced they used to have it by campus,lgermed this theupercopand |
opposed it, but I lost. They liked the super@dpe conservatives did.

Knowing that you were going to be running for secretary of state and then
governor, did you champion things that you thought gmuid parlay?
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Wel | , |  ¢avlay thakeskt soand like a poker game. [laughing] A lot

of it was just how it struck me. I di d
that same feeling, that you have to be careful about how noechice

authority we let loose in the society. And we wanted to memorialize the Kent
State killings, and of course the cons
lettuced that was political.

Oh, yeah, and theydd al wastalotbféripst aki ng
And now, | might not even be right about that, because academia is all about
taking trips, going to conferences and giving papers. When they came out at

the end of the meeting, theydéd have pa
Godwe donét need this, and | 6d vote ag:
the teachersdé union, which you might s

American Federation of Teachers. What else? Oh, | opposed their purchasing

new wooden desks, becausedupght the expenditure was excessive, even

though it was only $25,000, but | thought our metal desks were adequate. We
didndt need new wooden desks, that was
watch dog, which just came naturally. But also, | was awarelofe 6 6 6

campaign and how the bloated state government was a problem. | was aware

of that.

But even today, and | guess iitbés just
my wife sees things, because wedre car
spendingg not something I think is a good
and government has a tendency to overd
purse, and you just keep spending away

against that.

But | do think that in exberant times, doing a lot of spending, if the economy

goes down, and instead of a big surplus you have a big deficit, people will

|l ook to your wvarious items of spending
necessary will be viewed as part of the problem of wh have such a big

deficit, even though most of that problérby fard is the economy, the

mar ket system. But nevertheless, as a
are exceedingly exuberant prior to the downturn. | would say that was

certainly not smething that Davis and Schwarzenegger got right. Of course,
Reagan spent a | ot. Hi s budget went up
mine, but he was always fighting. But fighting more on welfare, fighting one
segmenbf the spendingvh e r e a s | t@fighed mostef thel seginents,

except where | think itdéds worthwhile:

Well, and on that note, many have discussed your time on the board of
trustees as a mixture of fiscal conservatism and also baoga liberal, and
this is something that has carried on throughout your political career, these
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t wo characteristics. Do you think ther
conservatism, from your time in the seminary?

Couldbe,yeéd. Probably, but I think itds mo
War Il rationing. We never had any hardships. We had ration cards, when
there was not enough butter and meat a

much in the st or esoonspbechusetioeuublbivedsn 6t hav
used for the jeeps, and you didndét hayv
have this during wartime. So | remembe
buil ding. You didndét have all wahhese ho
thenormad so my awareness, born in 638, 1in
seven]l 6 m kind of noticing things. Therebod
Doel ger homes hadndot been built yet. N
peninsulawasthecountry So it was a more static w.
dinner. There wereno6ét a | ot of cars on
Ave. A few, but not many. You go there

cars on both sides. So | guess the excess, andi¢kden with Vietnand that

was all just spend more, throw more at it. Water@dteere was a lot of

excess. And then we had the inflationary epideMigonin6 6 9, 870, 0671
that was a little more inflationary.

So there were external reasons why a certaidgnce in spending, along with
the Jesuit notion. They had a notion in the novitiate céletlim quantum
Tantummeans so muclguantummeans how much? And so the notion was,

as they explained it, how much is nece
tk e any more than is needed. Doné6t tak
that doesndét quite fit the capitalist
need with money you donét have. That s
feder al g o vthemoded metseminanhcartaidlyshad some

impact, but I think it built on my own sensibility and my own experience.

You know, growing up, we didndét have i
maybe now and then. I t 6s ntbhighyperh at we ¢
amazing existence that we now have, with anything, and everything, and

moredt hat 6s foreign. Thatds a new devel g

economy. And of course, since the economy is 65 percent consumer spending,

i f the conpandner |l dotanbdt s06ve often had
threat to our market economy is if people have long, enduring relationships, so
that all of a sudden divorce stopped,
thereds now t wo housbeadne, landl sll ofalsedder, t her e
that would cut the markenassively[laughing] So we depend on this

proliferation of relationships, of spending, of needs. So | have that, that goes
aroundinmyhealand thatodés all. So luxury doe
to me.
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Wedbre going to wrap

up i n a minut

before we goBecause when we start tomorrow, we can start with the
secretary of state race, | think. But where were you living in LA? Were you in

Laurel Canyon at that point?

No. | was on Sunset and Lucile, the second house in and the second floor of a
was next to Tedos

two-st ory buil ding. I

when the moon shot occurred, when a man landed andba, and Kennedy
had Chappaquiddick. | think those were the same weekend, so | remember

that.My apartment was $85 a month when | moved in, and | never met my
landlord. | got the apartment from the friend of a friend, a girl that | knew. It

was her siste and she moved out, so | moved in. | had a $75 a month

apartment, and | mo v

probably a pretty fancy

ed up to $85,

then later | moved to a more respectable apantriater, when | was running
for secretary of state. And then after | was secretary of state, | bought the

Laurel Canyon [house].

€,

t wo
nei ghborhood,

The reason | ask, is because | want to ask you about sort of a seminal event
i n 669, whi cnmundexssthetTéteaBidvica maraders?

1969 when was that? What month?

| t was in 0669. I don

ot remember t

but it wa® | think it was in the spring or summeidthers speakingff-

microphone]t was August.

August 069, so | was

already on t

he

he

Yeah,What do you remember about that? Had you heard anything about the

Manson Family before this?

Oh, they caught them pretty soon
about them. No. It was pretty horrendous what the hell had happened. Yeah,
that was a big event in LA, definitely. And that certainly intensified the

concern about crime. Soyealt, la 8 ® h a t
doing.

Did you know people that were, you knéve

wa s n ®twhaglwast e

bu

d a

j

u

after

n

n
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03-01:55:47
Brown: No, didndét know anybody connected to i
Bugliosi, and helped him a little bit in his campaignt he lost. Very close.
| 6ve gone back to see him, so | did kn
03-01:56:11

Shafer: Okay. Il think thatdés good. Wedre good
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Interview 4: March 19, 2019 [in the morning]
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|l t 6s TMaerscdhayl,9, [2019]. Weodre at the ran
Governor Jerry BrowandTodd Hol mes. 1 6m Scott Shafe
Marzorati, Dan Newman, Queena Kim, and this is @hegssion fourSo, we got

through the 1960s, pretty much, yesterdayd so we want to pick up with your
decision to run for secretary of state.
thought about for a while, but tell us about the thinking that went into that.

I dondt kwhenkthoeghkt about thaProbably, well, a few years

befordél candét tell you exact dthatthdreevasa | t hi
longt i me i ncumbent that wasnét going to b
vulnerabl® or might not, as the case may bbat seemed to ke office that

would have less competition, and therefore would be easier to win, and yet would

still be a statewide office, and one in which | thought | could do good work in.

And | was very interested, particularly in the campaign disclosures, whfiish |
came into contact with when | began to file my report after the junior college
board election, and | noticed that the reporting requirements were very lax, that
you could use abbreviations. And as | looked at other committee filings or at
names, likeGood Government Committee, with no addresses, it was totally
obscure and certainly not transparent. So that gave me thé ided parts of the
Code of California, and | noticed the secretary of state had the responsibility to
take all these reports. Arcertainly, | presumed that that meant that he should
ma k e s ur e adcuratetSo thah ideq ldecame part of the interest and what
| intended to do.

So, and also at that point, Frank Jordan died. And Reagan did not appoint a

popular assemblyman ltlge name of George [W.] Milias. Instead, [he] elevated

the deputy, [Henry Patrick] APato Sul |l
field. I didndét know that before | star
wanted to get into statewide officand that was the pathway.

| 6m curi ous. Did you | ook at other offi
statewide offices?

Noondyou talk in terms of brand testing ¢
| expeience political decisions. | mean you look at them, and things seem

obvious or not, and then you make decisions based on what your objectives are,
what your desires are. So | dondét think
guestion might imply.

Wel | , I 6dm just thinking about your stra
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k now. strategidthdnkirigdtack em\19%or h a v e

Wel | , I t
I bout running for office and

1970. t
were going to do.

donod
06s a

Y ou mentioned, Governor, that you were reading the election code, and of course
sort of, you started digging irdo

Yes, | did.
Yeah, so tell us moéewhere did you do that? How did you do that?

| just picked up | was at a law firm, just picked dpgo to the shelfYou go to

the codes of Ca l ballflyawonralumes oraefectiontcdde. Ya@id s pr
take out the index, and you look through it, as any lawyer would do. So | looked

up all the sections that dealt with campaign reporting. And | did further research

as | went along and found out that California fadbpted its Purity of Election[s]

Law back in the 1870s. It was modeled on an English law. So | knew about that. |
dondt know when | came t 00 &[Galifovniagh bout it
Supreme Court casBrown v. Superior Court brought it in thesuperior court, |

lost, | took it on appeal to the supreme court. | argued it myself, and | won in a
unanimous decision, that held that the campaign disclosure laws required the
reporting, by name, of donors to a balioéasure campaighlow, this was in
November of 1970, so | 6ve skipped ahead
ahead of myself there.

So you argued that after you got elected?

Yes, | brought the lawsuit maybe, probably after | was elected. Buterms of

the campaign, which was interesting. It was a pretty simple campaign. But | did

go around the state. Tom Quinn helped me. | met him during the junior college
campaign, and so did Richard Maullin, a
John Tunney was running for the senate. That was the more glamorodshwce

far. And so this was a quiet undertaking, and the only thing really of interest was

that the son of the former governor was running for secretary of state. So other

than that, it was ptsy mundane stuff. People had not run for these offices, like
controller and treasurer, in the nor mal
became latér people wanted to be controller and then run for governor. The only

office that was a steppingoste was attorney genelabnd maybe lieutenant

governor.

And of course there was no term limits, so that was part of it too.
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There were no term | imits. People woul d
long time.

Yeah.Do you remember, when you sat down with Tom and Richard, what did
they talk to you about, in termsdfas you thought out that race?

I canodt Bastalg yob leave.to make as much newsasyotdarat 6 s
favorable, in as many media markets, as often as you can. And you raise as much
money as you can, which is rather modes
today people complexify it with a | ot o
verysimple. You have a candidate, you have an electorate, and you communicate

by whatever means you can afford.

Easier when your name is Edmund G. Brown, Jr.?

Obviously. Or if your maoveest@éd | Turmmday,s or
helpful. Or if your father was president. All these things help, this is from Adams,

whose grandson was president. | think the Harridahs d n 6t we have tw
Harrisons as presidents? So, yeah, this is an old story.

Y ou said you tried to make news, you went out and you made news. How did you
do that? Do you remember?

Wel | , I 6 m g oi nd@ bytpress tkleasds,twhidh yonvmQuinntwasn g

very adept at. And | think those might be in the archofdbe secretary of state.

But we put out a lot of press releases, and would write them by fixing on a lead of
some kind that would be catBermwilelveand Tom
secretary of state we released more press releases, thdtdsithvailable. And

he and | would do that, talk on the telephone, and work out ideas.

And where do you get the ideas? You get the ideas from the news. Tom had a

news service, City News, and it came over in rolls. And the AP or the UPI would
roloutt Ands o youdd read the right thing, and
even though the story might not relate to something that | wanted to talk about, it

would be thdorm of what could be a story. Senator-&uwdSo called for

something. Well, thenlcoulda k e t h at | alufdr sommethdng,®ray , A
Brown called for something.o So the new
much as | do now, is a predictable process, and the news people are tightly
constrained. Most of € $omewhatroboti® in theire al i z e

slavish adherence to the news of the day. So that if you want to make news, you
have to ride on the news of today, or today we might say the tweet of the day.
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There, things were a | ittl e edpbutteat pr i mi t
would be the idea.

I may be mixing up my governorodds campai

statebdbs campaign. But we could go to Sa
from San Diego to Los Angelé@smaybe even to San Francisco. And youldo
take the same story, andthetermwedsadi t . So youdbdéd take som

four paragraphs down, and you move it up to the top paragraph. But you keep a

similar story, and then you wait till maybe a different guy is on the desk.

[laughing] And so thn you get that story out, and it runs again. Now, how often
those things ran, andd weh eamfacually $talimg accur
what happened, but as to what the actual impact is, that would take a deeper

analysis which nobody has made, ambubt if they ever will. But that was the

general idea, to try to make newdlifferentme di a mar ket s. That 6s
people looked at the counties. And you go into the smalldofessno had

media, as did Santa Paula, Santa Barbara, as did Monterely. (Rdnee go to

Imperial County.

How did you get around between cities?

Drive or fly. Take an airplane. They had more planes in those days. | think you
had regular service to Fresno. You still do, but | think thexee more planes in
those days. I went to Lone Pine on
guy flew me in his plane. That 6s t

e.
e on

c
h
You looked at the codes, and you realized that this had b&eapy office for a
long time.What did you see when you looked at thibse

Well, | also saw that my father had written an opinion. Well, there was a case

against my father as attorney general, and the case held thatiyalha to

report things accurately. And then there was an opinion that my father wrote,

which basically made that point. And in fact, that was prior to thedchsenk,

Warden v. Brownlt came out of Oakland, a court of appeals case. And then there

was thispriorait or ney general s opinion, which
it, but it was during his tenure. So | asked him about it. |, saidi &t 6 s t hi s
aboutbAnd my father said, Anwel |, I talked
report things, and Governor Warremmi d t his i s how we do it

And that was that

That was that. And so now we have voluminous regulations and fines. But if
youdd ask me, is it more honest? 106d wa
guestion.
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04-00:14:20
Shafer: We 61 | come back to that.

04-00:14:24

Holmes: Governor, what was your fatherdéds react.i
state? Because as we were just talking about, the office itself was sleepy. It was
largely looked at bynany as a papgushing backwater or, kind of the state clerk
o}

04-00:14:38

Brown: Wel | , I donodt itwas noklooketd @pondy madycery tew at e .
people looked uponit. n f act , | 6m probably one of t
onlyone. Thee was a guy who was a | awyeéer . | 6 m
Schlei, [Norbert A.] Norb Schlei wida blessed memory. Norb Schlei ran for
secretary of state during the time my father was running against Reagan, and he
had the same idéaor he had the idear§it: to run for secretary of state and be the
only guy elected. And he got more votes
a sweep. So only [ Thomas C. ] ATomd Lync
corporate lawyer, a serious man from a law firml.@s Angeles, and so that
validated the idea as welllo one probably remembers thatot even Dan
Newman remembers it. Norb Schlei was the pathfibeéeause he talked about it
in a bigger way.

Well, first of all, the last guy to run, in 1988 guynamed [Enrique] Henry

[ AHank o] L-pez won, and he was the only
except Henry Lopez, and people always felt there was certain discrimination

about that. And then in 062, Frank Jord
back far enough to remember when the secretary of state was some kind of a
controversial or welknown officeand peopl e didndét particu
because it was just essentially corporate filings, maintain the trad@navias

more like a county cletkand elections were handled by a registrar of voters or

county clerks.

04-00:16:52
Shafer: And so as you thought about it and looked at the code again, what possibilities did
you see?

04-00:16:58

Brown: Well, | saw the possibilities of enforcing the gqasuign law, and that already was a
breakthrough thought. Because the secretary of state was often sued, so there were
cases against Jordan that you can see i
defendant, somebody suing on a law to invalidate an initiatigeroething like
that . I n fact, thatdés mostly what it is
Law School, | read all the balloteasure cases, | beliévall the cases that
challenged balletneasure elections. And | would come across the damtan a
case calledEpperson v. Jordah | remember that case. There were many others.
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So now, what | proposed to do was to have the secretary of state as the plaintiff, if
necessary, and making candidates report their contribufdamaswhen | sued, |
suedasEdmnd G. Brown, Jr. But it wasno6t cl
capacity, or as secretary of state? And
secretary of state had thathorityto bring lawsuits. And the general rule was in

order to have thaauthority, you have to have a duty under law, and the only duty

under law was receiving campaign documents. But the question that was not
determineddid the secretary of state have a right to reject, or demand in some

way, that the campaign filings béa certain quality and completeness? That

guestion had never been raised since the beginning of the law, as far as | know.

And | looked at a lot of cases, because it was part dBrawn v. Superior Court

And a fellow that | ormkeldowdednstei f,Dama ]|t
We wrote the brief. He wrote the brief, principally. But so then the Supreme

Court ruled that | did, in a footnote, thdtddthe capacity to bring a lawsuit, and

that was the first time that was ever stated. | was alreaggtary of state by

then.

So you really envisioned changing the office from like a passive office to a more
proactive one.

Right.

Yeah. Essentially, you maanbatantivith secr et a
politicians.

Right.

So how did that go over?

[l aughing] Well, i t di dthefid linggrong distasger we | |
among many incumbents, and there was alwaydehson between diplomacy

and news. In order to make news, you need something more strident. To be
diplomatic and work with your colleagues, you need things that are more

respectful and accommodatih@nd so that was always the tension that |

experienced.

How did you resolve that tension?

In different ways at different times, but we definitely made news. [laughing] And
when you tell people, particularly when | was secretary of state, and say you have
to report all ths. | developed a rule book on how a campaign report should be
filed. The assembly and the legislature took away my office, but | already had a
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downtowd ! j ust moved from Beverly Hills to
problem.

They took itaway as punishment?

Yeah. And they tried to stop me. They had a big meétwgllie Brown, and
they all came in, and they were quite exercised about the whole thing.

Yeah. How did you feel about that?

Wel | , ités unpleasant. |l t s al ways unpl
state budget and had to go into the Democratic caucus and listen to the emotional
outrage of the peopl e. | t 6s lingpyouj ust a

might even call it anicroaggressionAnd | would call it that because the people

who work on the budget, they identify with that, their produicth athieid So

when | rejecit, | rejectthem and they feel aggrieved at that. But they got aver

And | worked at the diplomacy. |l donodt
eight years, because (a), | came in aggressively in this political reformism, which

is not congenial to the loAgrm incumbents, and (b) | was so much younger than
everylndy else. And they knew a lot, and they knew the ways of the legiglature

ways that | had not been part of or familiar with.

Youdre talking about when you were gove

Yeah.Or secretary of stattonce wenttoguyd Senat or [ Al fred H.
Songand | was | ooking for more things t
protection. ltés a very powerful statu
local city attorney or district attorney, to bring an actiodemCalifornia] Civil

Code A 17200. And | thought, Awell, 1 t
i ncluded in the |list of people that can
and he was not too excited about that, but we put it into a lollytgot a couple

of votes. And now | could see how powerfulthi@nd 1t 6s anisi nstru
abused, and | saw that as attorney general. Where zealous people go out and sue
businesses, and they get funding for their office. So they collect ten#liohsn

of dollar® in aggregate, well over a hundred million in fines, from the
enforcement of | aws that arendét al ways
mind: was the attorney general abusing this law? Or were the companies not

doing everything theghould do, and was the punishment appropriate? And | still

have that question.

]
0
t

Governor, you announce your candidacy for secretary of state in March of 1970.
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And t her e 6s LATimesoh thanDid youn radttHate

Yes.

Il tés by Carl Greenberg, I think.

Yeah, we have it in the pile of stuff here.

Yeah, I think thatos Carl . That was t he

And in that candidacy you threatened to refuse to certify any election of a
candidate who fails to fully report campaign donations, as we were just
discussing.

Right. Thatoés what | would say is a | ea

|l was curious, because Iin some respects
theme that we saw Ronald Reagan make during his governorship, like the citizen
politician fighting against the career politicians.

Well, that seem# be an effective strategy.

Did that come into your calculation?

What? The comparison with Reagan, or just the citaitician?

The citizenpolitician.

Well, thatwashis er m. That 6s a Reagan term. And
to contrast with my father, who was the professional politician, and he kept saying
Reagandés an amateur, and that wunderscor
hi mself as. And doudre asking me what

Did that factor into youy ?

Whatfactored in?
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Did the citizenpolitician, the combating the career politicians, factor into your
strategy?

|l mean, itobs eryeatudyr eo bwsiionugs ltaongmuage t ha
Obviously, if you have an office that nobody even knows what they do, and

youdre ra@dsmi ndhefr@er hiats t o be some reason
reporting, and you have a lot of examples of completelyeamnd not amply

di sclosed contributions, and then if vyo
what 6s the enforcement?0 fAWell, l 6m not
t hat 6s an adbgwta btl hea tpbossia ipoonsi ti on.

You could run to say wha nice fellow | am, and these are my two dogs, and

what have yo& and some people do that. And | remember talking to my friend

Peter Finnegan, he was running for supervisor. And | looked at his brochure, and

it had his wife and ,twd akiddss .n oAn d oli nsga it
going to have to have a position here. What do you have to say about Mayor

[Joseph L.] Alioto? What do you want to say about city hall? But just you, your

wi f e, and vy ounotatthsme thatiisdgsifgtodobhlat e v oter s

So this was a more succinct way of saying | would be serious about enforcing the

law. Now, how that would have worked out, obviously | would have said to the
people, AFill out your campaign report.
cardidates, most of whom were not incumbents, [instructing them] to file reports.

A lot of the losing candidates never bother to file. But yeah, that was a strong
statement. Youdd have to readupdwhat ever
dondt k n owrite thB cotlaboratiod witth Common Cause and the

Peopl e @Propositimrb9y the Political Reform Act of 1974 [ed: this created

the Fair Political Practices Commission]. So a lot of that was followed through.

And that was a bold assertion.

| guess what | was also getting at is that Reagan made a staiemmisrpiolitical
career, t hat he was going to combat, i f
old boysd6 network, o the way things were

Yeah, but looB wh e n y ooutdhe gama plan is to get the imst, and to
get the outén, however you want to state it. And Reagan put it one \Mawys it

ever 1 s. I f you | ook at my fatherds kin
DAG lthinkitwas 1938 i t says, finew anddshityoewpet ent .
object Thatds very iIimportant, whether 1itods

| would say, that experience can be very, very important.

Maybead i f f er ent way, am® | dondét know i f t
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Wel | , I think | answer edeithehomthesidgpi dndt |
the other.,. M w, think of i1t as a football g ame
Notre Dame on the otherdse . They 6éve got different f1.
plays. Thatdés the way it is. So obvious

everythingds woimdferathange dndrtleen yows have to

establisld what do you mean, time for a change? Wgil) can attack the old

boy network. And when | ran in 0692 for
thanthad tooaggr essi ve, |l would say. So thateo
within the tradition, within the framework, which Reagan did, in a way much

more than Trump. So Reagaasthe establishment, but he was able to identify

my father as partoftheprobléa nd it i sndét just gover nm
becomes part of the [probleénfhese become metaphors. Just like the

Republicand Ob a mac ar e bneetaghaneecausetob, shis was this

problem, and the Republicans got all riled up about it. But was it really

Obamacare, Affordable Care Act? Or was it just the propaganda, feelings about

Obama, feelings about the world, feelings about social changeparithye to

speak in more concrete terms. This is not theoretical physics here. This is

concretét hi s i s a human undertaking and sto

|l wonder, you know, your dad, oBbadcour se
about his desire to maybe try it again, to take Reagan on. Can you tell us about the
family discussions arourtfiat, versus you runnirdy ?

Okay. So first of all, youbve heard the
with my fami | y . onodxpeheace ef that. | never heard my father talking to
my mothed should | run?

[side conversation deleted]
You said talking it over with your family, you had no experience of that.

| di dnrg maybe imy fatkenand mother when they were alone with the door

closed talked about running for things. But | have a feeling that my mother
appreciated my fatherds work and rol e,
and hel d of f i crberhirh talking todetbowd it @ talkimgeommy
sisters. You know, AShould | run, girls
about it. First of all, these kindof-the pt h conver sations wer et
thingswehadt hi s wasndt aurgeoSoyeth, Ichinkhesci ence ¢
guestioned secretary of state. | think he, at one point, if | remember correctly,

said, fAWhy dondét you run for the state
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From an oral history that your mother did wighncroft, she was talking about
this, maybe the conversation she was ha
think that two Browns can be elected on

Oh, t h ahinbrening oogovernor?

Yes.

Yeah, |1 dondot know. He didndt seem t hat
wasmoreinanes er i ous way, to me. He didnodt se
thinking ab o dtewadin asbusiness$, hedwsartsng tcormake a
littl e money and he didndét have a | ot o
dondt know, maybe he was more serious.
different things to different people. Maybe you imagine, you know, you could run
orsomet hing. People say to me, fAWhy dono
AOh, youdve got to run!o [laughing] | g
mean you might jusgaythad and | donét know, so thatods
maybe hesaidsomeétin g t o her . BOdthatd®swaoisst bll ieke ¢
competitod i t 6s me or you. As far as | know,

Yeah, d@ so you were talking abodityou looked at the codes. You saw the
potential for the office, the disclosureavws a bi g part of that,
wonderin@g ?

| saw that after | saw my fatherds camp
for junior college board. And instead of using names, he scrambled them all and
used initials, like Jagmith, and he scribblédin fact, some of it was just write

them | i ke names in a circle. |l canodot re
AHow do you do this?0 He said, AThatds
well, that doeshéatoésewmeni phst aotemd. i v
thatds how | got onto that question.

When you say it didn6ét seem right to yo

Well, | mean you read the code! It says report the name of the donoreand th

amount, and it was pretty clear that you had to do both, and they somehow
separated. So hedéd put a total amount a
amount next to the donor.

So it was useless to the public really.
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Well, the whole thing is a bituse[leé&s] mean, i toés all writte
to write stories, and they always write the same stories like they found it out. But

all they did was read the campaign reports. And it does deter people from doing

crazy things.

So, I 6m just wondering the extent to wh
out their disclosure forms in detail, and properly, and alBthatw much of that
was your own personal conviction? And how much of itk | dondét want

say political expedience, but you saw thdt asrsus seeing that as a good issue.
And it could bé they could both be true.

No, | thought it was a good issue, because people were concerned about it. It

seemed likem obvious violation of the | aw. 11t
says, Areport the donation. o6 But they d
word that made sense. | thought it was important, the role of secret money in

politics. This is a lgitimate point, that | really thought was important and did

corrupt the process. So yeah, | was onto that. And then, | got into this idea before

Wat ergat e. Because Watergate was what,
Reagan was 672, Il think.
Yeah, okay, | ®Im wasine Ingctiemd 6i7® November

spoke about it before then. So | thought it was very important, and then Watergate
made it evemoreimportant, at least temporarily, till other things came along.

Governor, if webre |l ooking at | 970, and
who changed his name for the election. | think he dropped the e [from Jesse], but

was also known as Big Daddy, who was notorious for these very kind of

campaign donatiws and the funneling of money into the political system that you

were discussing. And then, on the other hand you also have Reagan, who was

better known, and particularly at this time, for what they calledkitichen

cabinet his business advisors, whafieled a lot of money into his campaigns

and played a large role in his administration. Did that also factor in as well?

Al so the Fox Ranch, that Reagan got som
what | thought. | mean money is alihing. Money talks, and it influences

elections in a way that is contrary to the textbook idea of what a democracy is

supposed to be about. So obviously, it was an issue that not a lot of people were

tal king about. | n 19 7 0ing aboutd. dhe guy fromhi nk a
Shasta County, back in the 1870s, that passed the campaign disclosuredaw that

it kind of, it went away. No, the role of money and the size of the money, | think,
Itds changed over ti me. | tes.s not a topi
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Therebds a federal judge [ JohBnbessThe Noonan
Intellectual History of a Moralldea Now, thatds an interest
out all the practices that happen. But
condemned, rad corruption now, in parts of the world, is very sedekdexico,

parts of Europe. |l tds pretty intractabl
decline and fall of governments. So it is a real cancer. On the other hand, absolute
purity is, in a capitalisttss t em, where moneyds the curr
Il tds about money. B aowplce moneya@dnlmake? hi nk a
What does he want to get paid? | tds ver
ités -mmeseertr tension, but itbés real

[side conversation deleted]

04-00:40:34

Shafer: So, where were we? Oh, disclosure. At some point, either after the election or
during, were there politicians who said

04-00:40:56

Brown: Well, | think in thecampaign, as | recall, we sent out video. We were going to
send it out, and we were going to name a couple senators. And we showed it to
my father, and he absolutely blew a gas
pulled it back, and we toned it down.

04-00:41:17

Shafer: These were two incumbents?

04-00:41:18

Brown: Yeah, incumbents.

04-00:41:20

Shafer: Were they Democrats?

04-00:41:21

Brown: Yeah.

04-00:41:24

Shafer: Andyobw but you, i fo yowowwere reddg t gohwihdth 6 t

04-00:41:26

Brown: We were ready to go with it and as | s
wanted to make news. He was a news guy. | was a more political guy, so | always
said, nAGee, |l think we ought to tone th
becauseths i s the tendency, even prescindin
sharp, incisive mind, and itds hard to
rare, | found out. Inmy entildei t 6s rare. So, to get throc
1970, you neged to call attention, in a very succinct, catchy, memorable way that
touched a chord. Thatodés what you had to

Quinn would have liked. [laughing] Because | had to tame him down all the time.
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Do you remember what the slogan for the campaign was?

No. I dondét know i f we had a sl ogan. Di

Time for a change? [laughing]

No, |l dondét know, was there aagnlogan? Y

dondét think there was a campaign sl ogan
out. It was a print ad, but it was much calmer. That was a very mild ad.

|l can i magine some peopl-rghteouswithddlthe g Pat 0
stuff.

Well, you always think that, but corrup
that. You have a continuum her e, and pe
supposed to, would not like anybody who calls themctmount. On the other

hand, you can get on your high horse and be pretty obnoxious and overbearing.

So, like everything else, wisdom is the middle path.

Do you think you ever crossed a line?

| dondot kmwwdi fhalveditd. g¥Y v evhatiee?bn examp]l
mean, we have many linksvhat 6 s the | ine? The | egal |

Well, it sounds like that vidéb you thought the video was over the line.

My fatherdidl dondét kndolw tthhiantk iitt wwaass accur at e
anything that wasnét accurate, but not
Because it might create more backlash or more political opposition. So this is not
about just truth and errogoodandevdd i t 6 s al so about being
politics, you do need allies, so you can only burn a certain number of bridges, and

you have to build a far greater number of alliances. Which, by the way, to make

news is not to build alliances. Newss i t s own thing. Il t 6s be
bitesdog new, thatés what it i s. But not eve
certainly not everything that is new makes everythingithand people thatre,

feel good.

Did you feel, becase hypocrisy can be deadly for a politidan
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04-00:45:04

Brown: Yeah.

04-00:45:04

Shafer: Did you feel, as you were running, and then when you became secretary of state, a
certain obligation to make sure that you were sort of setting the bar in terms of
disclosure, and that kind of thing?

04-00:45:15

Brown: Il think I disclosed everything. Il did d
hypocri sy. I dondét think that came up.
state, I not i ced utart]ahe lobbyistskvoudd often Hesathed s [ R
various elected officials. And the way
Al 6m your host tonight, o6 and theydéd put
that was paid for. So | barred that in Proposi® and | thought that was an
abuse. You might call it the gravy train. On the other hand, you can go so far. |
think in the White House, the president has to pay for his own meals, and then
what 6s a personal me al a n dheywdkeanitttodas a pr e
pointthabl donodét know. Who paid for Wi nston
during World War 11? [laughter] So | think to discern the proper path, | certainly
did not understand, in 1970, what | understand in the twiastycentury, after
having looked & over decadés at various political actions and reactions.

04-00:46:51

Shafer: You mentioned Wi llie Brown a couple of
you can think back to a conversation you had with him, if there was one, where he
saidd because he came from a different point of view on this stuff, | vdould

04-00:47:06

Brown: Not originally. When he first went to the legislature, he proposed a bill that
lobbyists would have to wear large badges that identified them as lobbyists.

04-00:47:16

Shafer: That 6s what John Cox said.

04-00:47:19

Brown: That 6s what Wil |l i e LBmTimegsihyouseadtideclpand it ds
Have you seen it?

04-00:47:23

Marzorat:. Yeah, yeah. |l tés also in the biography

04-00:47:29

Holmes: And his oral history as well.

04-00:47:31

Brown: So youbére not reading Willie Browndés or

04-00:47:33

Shafer: Not yet Basic Brown[My Life and Our Timdsis that the one? But, so he

changed at some point?
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Or evolve$ Look, this is a situational world. The worldighe world of

Eisenhower is not the world of Clinton. Things change over, certainly over

decades, and they even change over years. The world of campaigning without
dndét have televisi
premium on making relationships with labor unions, with newspaper editors, with
fraternal organizations like the Elk and the Moose and the Knights of Columbus.

And so those are relationshipsdayou build relationships by having meals

together, having a drink together, having a cigar together, going on a trip together,

televisiord the 199 campai gn

and the question is who pays for those?

di

So in the more rarifiel and | sayrarified if | can put quotations on that

environment oday, then al

thatodos ill egal. An

do those things, because
money, and you need mediand you communicate. Now, you do build your
things, and you find worarounds. Thigs just change. You can use words in
use

1950 that you canot
fad, and you ignore it at your peril.

you dondt nee

in 2000, S0 we

So, you mentioned that your budget got cut. That was sort of like paybaadk to yo

from the legislature.

Yeah, but it di d t

[ | aught eneepvery mugh. d

o O

n
n

How did you found out they were cutting your budget?

|  donmmoow. kThey tol d

matter much becaus

me

or

somet hing. But

have any impact. | mean, how do you cut the secretary of state? We have
functions. You have to follow the corporate fina@call the financing documents.
Security interest if you want he equivalent of a mortgage in property or

i nventory, youbve g

ot

to

file a piece

secretary of state. So then we have a little bit of elestpro u 6 ve got t o f

campaign reports.
We had a few | awyer

S .

Th

Y o ubinetas Andl wwhattda Wweehava?w a y

ey diodonat t ake

couple. That time we had a couple. | only had two exempt positions. | think the
secretary of state has many, many more now.

But| mean clearly, they were trying to send a message.

Oh, they were sendi

[laughing] And did you get the signal?

ng

a

me s s siggpading y e ah.

d

0

e

(

o

[
t
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Well, not particularly. No. It may have been for internal consumptiaho

knows what the message i s. Maybe the me
protecting his members. But maybe heobs
Moretti was t hetoday. Bujhe mighe ldtage beeo thinkiad Ii v

canotdomackd i t 61 | |l ook bad. But | have to d
and for my house, as they call 18®8&. So |

it was a private building. The rent was not any bkighn fact, it was a little lower,
but of course it was to an outside party. Then we just went down to the old Sierra
Building, and that was fine.

So there were other things on the ballot that November. John Tunney beat George
Murphy. Reagan got reelected. How would you describe the political environment
that year?

The political environment in 6707? | thi
1970? Campus unrest. A group of students blew up a computer in Fresr®. Ther

was other violence. So disorder was out there, definitely. That was still part of the
landscape.

How do you think that affected what voters were looking for?

Certainly, you do not want to be a soft on crime, wiglaghy character. So that
was the environment then.

In the race between Reagan and Unruh, what do you recall about your view of
that race, meaning did you think that Unruh had a chance to beat Reagan?

No, n@ in fact when he came within 500,000 votes, that was considered pretty
good. The only thing | remember from that campaign is that Reagan marched up
the driveway of Henry Salvatori, and called out Henry Salvatori in some way.

Unruh did?

Unruh did, to Reagan. But it was tough. Reagan was a star, and there was this

mo o d . I n 1970, Ni x odnyéah, hescerfainly wappopularl ar pr
against [George S.] McGovern two years later. It was hard for a Democrat, |

think, eventhough the Democratic registration was very high.

When you were, in that general election, | think one of only two or three
Democrats that were elected?
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To what?

In 1972 statewide office.

| think the onlyd oh, Tunney was elected. And maybe Tom Lynch, as attorney
general?

Wilson [C.] Riles, | think.

Wilson Riles was an independent, and who was the attorney general? Oh, | think

[J.] Arthur Younger was elected. Yeah, Tom Lynch did not run. So yeah, the only
statewide elected was myself, except for Wilson Rilesh at 6 s a nonpart.
office [state superintendent of public instruction].

A final question on Unruh: wheme | ook at this campaign,
populi st campaign against Reagan. And h
rumors or at least speculation about his behavior when it comes to lobbyists and

the inner workings of Sacramento. Do you Kiar did he ever speak to you,

about your campaign against campaign finances?

Il candt remember. I didndét have much <co
the Tunney campaign. That was i nh LA. Bu
Unruh and Reagan. | had very little.

How did John Tunney strike you?

Well, he was a friend of Teddy Kennedy. Very upbeat. He was very attractive to
the folks, particularly in Hollywood. He had a lot of support¢h&o he was a
more glamorous candidate.

Did he seem substantive?

| couldnodot tell. I mean he was sufficie
overwhelming impression. But vigorous, dynamic. He was a good candidate.

So you win, and you get sworn in on January 4, 1971, and Earl Warren swears
you in. How did you come to th@thow did you decide to have him do it?
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Well, | knew who he was. | thought that would be quite historic, meoharily

father knew Warren. They had become fri
have Earl Warren swear you in, why woul
clerk of Sacramento County. o0 Or who wou

Your father.

Wel | , I didndt even think of that. See,
judge swore in my father, Chief Justice [Phil S.] Gibson swore him in as attorney
general. | think we have a picture of that. So it seemed to me that yewahav

judge. Well, if you have a judge, you could have the chief justigby not have

the chief justice of the United States? So thatwas mythdBght it wasnodt
show. It was a very modest. By todayos
itwasi n one of the rooms in the capitol . T

dondt think. Butmayeahurared)d cpuple huhdeed.e wa s

Was there press there?

Yeah, there must have been press. Rubin 6t know i f you read
[SacramentpBee | dondét know i f you see anyt hi
Because the swearing in is wusually the

same day, | was sworn in. So the governor is the storye isettvs.

Do you remember your first conversation with Governor Reagan as secretary of
state, or that early relationship, like what was that?

No, I just called him | think | went in and talked to him about my buddet.
wanted to expand it to include a few election lawyers or somethsognething
like that. | think I only talked to him once.

The whole four years?
Yeah.
Really?

We | | , mdrenttmamn gowernors normally talk to secretaries of state.
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[l aughing] And then, of course, Waterga
to jump ahead or not, to Proposition 97

Oh yeah, that warslatah There werenadot ob lawsditower vy e
brought . Brought a | awsuit against NiXxo
for falsifying his income tax returns. And we had a hearing, and took away his

notary public. In fact, he did falsify the returns Hid sort of take advantage of a

tax exemption that had expired. Very crude violation of the tax law. Tom Quinn
uncovered th& | never verified it, but Tom Quinn claims that somehow he was

able to find the typeface of the typewriter, and that typewrites mot made in the

time when the tax | aw was 0 wpneveratiwvasy e . No
they figured it out somehow. So that was a lawsuit.

| also filed a claim with the Federal Communications Commission, to ask them to
provide free timé five minutes each night, on all statién$or major candidates.

And | also asked the postal service to provide a certain number of free universal
mailings. Those filings, for all I know
never been acted upon, but they wgoed ideas at the time. That was before

social media.

You were basically sort of flexing, usi
used before.

Right.

And to what you told ugesterday, that you decided when you were listening to
your father and Jess Unruh talk, that you decided you wanted to be governor?

Il think thatds when | decided. You know
time are getting delsr . But thatdéds what | believe.

| mean at some point, | imagine that you and Tom were thinking okay, how are
we going toparlaythiss no, you donét | i ke that word,
game. But how are you going to use this office

Parlay, I thinkth&ii snd6t that a racing ter m?

Parlayd | dondt know. I thought yesterday yoa

No, I didndot . Y parlaygestekdapt use t he word
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[laughing] Ch Il didnot ?

No, you didnodt. Did yoo2u remember hearin
Parlay, yeah.

What?

Yeah, | did.

You have to pick a couple winners in a row to jiaughter]

Yeah, whatever .parlaymgamsr 6t know what
[l aughing] Webl | get the transcript.
Thatdéds why | dondédt know what it means.

knew about myunning for governor before | was sworn in as secretary of state.
So, yeah, our whole orientation was make sure that was the path | was on.

Say more about that. How did you have dhathat did you talk about?

Imeanl candét recount a conversation from
in the office, that which the office had a legal obligation and right to do. And in so

doing, we certainly got a | ot of attent
whereweputau press releases. And as | r ememt

| 6d g &A Tineesdrop ieoff, go up to UPI, go up some backstairs and drop
of f the release. Thatodods how you had to
out electronically. Sowdi d t hat, and youdéd have to I

releases. But my impression was that we had the eighigssold vote. | think |
filed an amicus brief on thé&tmight have filed an amicus brief on the Spanish
ballot. We did a number of things. And we wém political meetings, went to
county clerk meetings, talked with the county clerks.

Did you feel like you were building bridges to, you know, constituencies at that
point, like labor?
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Yeah, | would think so, to fican Americans. The guy who owned the black
paper in LA Los Angeles Sentirjél [Leon] Washington [Jr.], Mr. Washington.

He and his wife [Ruth] had that paper. | would go down and visit them. Yeah, we
went to different newspapers around the state.

So with some of these lawsuits that you filed, did you @rite

There was more of a media prog@mld fashioned. Go to the different counties,

because the mediawab ecame mor e and more i mportan
hawe to go to all these places and even in 1970, you still had to go to a local media
mar ket . But you were going to the media

Whereas my father had said his whole idea was you go visit the editor and the
judge and theaunty clerk, of each county. But of course each of these counties
was so small that i1ités a different pers

How you decide which cases to, you know, file an amicus brief or to file a
lawsuit?

Yeah, becase they were related to the secretary of state. They were germane to
the job. I didnodét just pull something o
were doing.

And one that you could get in the news with, | assume?

Wel | , if it was noteworthy, it was news
something important in a totally obscure way. That would be kind of a form of
political mortification that | think is inconsistent with the calling.

|l wonder, i mytolue we® 2 nelte otni arhe ball ot o
a number of issues, including Prop. 22, which was aAH#ll initiative. It
would have banned boycotts.

Oh yeah, we worked on that. | helped expd there was some fraudulent
signature gathering, and | held a press conference and exposed that and the farm
workers were very happy about that.

And had did they come to you and suggest that, or &icdv

Yes,yes.t hi nk at some point in time | 6d gon
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04-01:05:19

Shafer: Yeah, what was he like?

04-01:05:22

Brown: | thought very i mpressive. | saw him fi
the 666 campaign. Heom.jHe bat a plaa shirteordl Att hr ou g
La Paz, it was one of these places with a lot of férvauns and young people
and everyone very much in the cause. So it has that spirit of common endeavor,
kind of a kibbutz/novitiate kind of feeling, which | am drawngo | liked that. |
remember sitting around on the rug drinking herb tea with him and a number of
his associates. He just had a @athere was a charisma there. Undoubtedly. A lot
of people just dondét have chari sma. I d
Teresa, but Mother Teresa had charisma too. Simple of dress, simple of manner,
very direct. Now, C®s ard,heHad adasofitvoice.e |l | vy
But the fact that he wasthe Madonna, the flag, theielga[strike], the whole
movemend it wasa movement. And so that was very attractive, because |
thought they were doing something. You have the most oppressed workers, and
they were lifting them up, and they were doing it not in a bread and butter trade
union way, but in anovemenivay. So, yeahl was very impressed by that.

04-01:07:22

Holmes: When was the first time that you met César Chavez?

04-01:07:27

Brown: | guess when | went to La Paz, when | was probably seeking their endorsement
for secretary of state.

04-01:07:37

Shafer: Oh, and what was La Paz?

04-01:07:37

Brown: La Paz is where the farm workers had their headqua@aetside of Bakersfield.

04-01:07:42

Holmes: ltds a town.

04-01:07:43

Brown: That s where C®sar is buried.

04-01:07:45

Shafer: | thought he was buried iDelano. Maybe not.

04-01:07:47

Brown: No, Delano is where they started, but they went off to this former sanitarium and
established a whole operation.

04-01:07:51

Holmes: ltds up in the Tehachapis.
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To what extent did you see him, afit movement, as kind of an emerging
political force in California?

Well, he had a lot of followeés he had people all over the world. They had

people boycotting in Canada and London, the longshoremen refusing to unload
California prodice. He had thismaréhi donét know i f |, I do
on the march, but | was there. And Tunney, | think, came to that farmoth

Mondal e, down to Calexico. It was a cr
thousand peopl e? [|hudled ldutit séemed Vike a long nb e |
of people, walking several miles along the road, you know, carrying banners.
Well, thatds not something | encountere
No, more than interestidgit wasmoving He was somebodyf conviction, moral

purpose, with all the ritual and emotion and feeling that is far different than just

working on legislation in Sacramento or going to your political rally. This had

more of a religious feel to it.

o
i

A cause.

| t was a cause, and there werenot a | ot
movement. There was the farm worker movement, whickaw the two as
similar.

Governor, they marched to Sacramento in 1966.
Yeah.

When your father was running. | think your father was down in Los Angeles,
spending Easter Sunday with the family.

Actually in Palm Springs.
Yes, Palm Springs, youdre right.

At Frank Sinatrads house. |l guess that
Proposition 9. [laughter]

He was not there to meet with them on Sunday, and Chavez made news about
that, and we were just talking about news. \tti@se a lesson for you learned in
seeing that? Because Democrats were very slow to support the movement until
probably 1968.
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Well, first of all, it wasndét too popul
farmers. Chavez was not a ferthat was welcomed by the farming community,
soyouhadtochoodeand pol i ticians dondét 1|ike to

subtract. So | assume my father was hesitant to be in that divisive role. And he

was someone, through the water plan, who had af farmers who liked him. |

dondt know how many that would be by to
smaller than he thought, but he did have a constituency. And so he just said Easter
was a time to spend withoandhesaidahati | y. Th
and we talked about it. | thought that he should have been there. | thought that

then Now, | 6m not sure.

Why the differend ?

Wel | , I 6m just thinking from hceosld pol it
have embraced the movement, because the movement was growing, it was part of
the Democratic Party, but it was very antagonistic to the growers. It was labor and

capital. The Mexican farm worker versus the#e x i can gr ower . And
very divisve On t he other hand, the farm worKk
hadtheshoh andl ed hoe. They didno6t otwase unen

a cause. | mean | can see why he would conclude that, from a political point of

view. | mean youare in politics, and you try not to do thingsyou try to avoid

things that lose you votes. | mean, that is a fact. This is a game of numbers. If you
get fewer votes than your opponent, then you lose. So you can never ignore any
action that would move votes againstypuo s i t i on. And | donot
politician ever does, no matter what they say.

l dm wondering, y @ usokndsdike nowlyauednisee ghyb a ¢ k
your father did what he @a?d at the ti me

Yeah, it seemed like that was the cause, and he should have been with that. And |
dondt think | experienced how people fe
governor, no legislator in the valley would be seen with me. And that was actually

the [Calfornia] Agricultural [Labor] Relations Act, but they did not want t@be

when | wanted to come into town, they avoided me. So this was a potarized
thatdéds what they said, and thatodés what
the same in6b66§quibetthatwhad, and | pro
that. But it was a drawing of a line.

s what | 6 nm whentyduwerain caliege ansl whero u  wer e

gues h
udbre i ndthe seminary

o C

|
y o

Yeah, yeah.
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And when youor e dyouwateyprettygdeafisticy | thinkyand b ar
maybe you feel you still are. Like you tried to get your father todstapu tried

to stop an executi on. Aardathele élotofjissuest wo nd
whereyou look back now and you sé&yyou understand better what he did than

you did at the time?

Wel | , | et 6 sO hsoaw muncche rcsathnanydou under st and
isolated mountain top talking to no one except fellow Jesuitsiesuting nothing

except the Bible and Jesuit biographies, and talking about a life of perfection?

How much does that equip you to deal wi
compensation or pensions or highways or racial matters? | mean it did give you

some morbguidelines. But the world of politiésthere is a prudential issue here.

| mean, if you are right and the other guy is wrong, and then ultimately you go to
war. And when you go to war, you have t

But it would bevery difficultd | think about that. How would World War | have

been prevented? Could Russia have looked at the ally Serbia, and it was being

i nvaded by the Hapsburgs, Austria. They

because theyodr e 0o ur sourptphoosdeo xt hbarto twhaesr sa. n
was theright thing to do. And then the Frendslto h, we dve got an all
therightt hi ng to do. And the Gerdmmamd Is@m we:¢
sure they thought it was thight thing to do. Well, fifteen or twenty million

people were killed after that. And George [H.W.] Bush thought itnigés to

bomb Baghdad. That was a morally correc
before that. So you have to beware of the consequengesioactions, whatever

labels you affix to them.

We 6 | | maybe take a | ittdmaybejusgae&othem a se
thing aboud because it became important on the ballot, Prop. 20, which was the
coastal commission act [@farnia Coastal Zone Conservation Act of 1972],

yeah.

Right.

What do you recall about that? What was your position on it? Did you think it was
a good idea? How did yéu?

Yeah, it sounded | i ke a good idea. I di
a lot of opposition from business. | remember a guy named Alan [G.] Sieroty, |
think, who was active in it. So yeah, I

they wee protecting the coast. But | came to understand the Coastal Commission
in greater detail years later. So | tried to focus on what | was doing. And my job
was, in 1972, well, | was getting ready to run for governor. | met a guy named, he
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was the senatordm Siskiyou County, way up there in, | think, Yreka. Senator

Collier, Randolph [E.] Collier. The Silver Fox. And so | would be popping off on

one issue after another, and he came up
candét r emember théeHectetkeauntandweubstahd@ Y obut al k
about a lot of issues. Let me tell you something. Every time you take a position,
youbdbre going to | ose votes. So think ab
everything. o [| aughi ngihatlbutldwuldihaveth now wh
say those are wise words.

Now, ifyoutakenoposi ti ons, then youbére nothing.
positions, youb6re all over the place. S
impression is made up of your actions and yeards, and so you have to be
conscious about a&ohhat .ilYoonu hcearnddjust abned jlubsnt
thinking about the first level. You do have to see it in the larger picture. | think

most politicians instinctively have a sense. In fact, most of #érentoo cautious,
Iwouldsapypt heydre very cautious.

Risk averse.

| 6d say theyodére very risk av-andtsade, on t h
bildt hey wer e nad infagt, maspof thege bifisrthat vpassed, it was
hard hard pulling.
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5: March 19, 2019n the afternoon]

This is the beginning of session five. Scott Shafer with Todd Holmes and
Governor Brown, and weor e da9y37Mer eY oautd rteh
starting t@ thinking about running for governor.

Yeah.

There were others who wanted to run, and did run for governor that year. You
know, how did you assess the field when you looked at who was running, what
the clmate was? It was pe@Vatergatd Nixon was resigning that year.

|l dondt know about assessing the field.
in the campaign. You look at other candidates, and you read polls, and think about

thisonead t hat one, but thatds more of a o
assess the candidates. Well, each candidate is thinking about himself and where

heés going. [l aughing] h&Sprablemsha®.tS he has
Youdi dnét sort of size up the other Demo

Well, | mean instinctivel§ | size up things and | have a political mind, and so

any kind of political phenomenon is something that is drawn to my attention. But
yeah, I donodt Iknmeanwi meah,ahviously, @dseplwlo] &lioto
was a dynamic character, a very forceful speaker, and he was very charismatic in
his own way.

Well, maybe more so the climate, you kribthat era. The country was going

throughalotoftnul ence. Reagan was done. Hedd o
you see this as a good time for you?

Well, there wasnbét an incumbent, and I

was a good ti me. I canadt utrtenknlesholvedr 1 f  we
good enough. That was just a trajectory
You know, I was secretary of state; I w
governor. [tapping on table f.®0o emphasi

thereds a | otdrafi sjeudtheopmematyi.oMadlat 6s en
place to the other, traveling around, scheduling very,dvery

Routine.
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05-00:02:31

Brown: No, very intensive, very activity filled. So sitting arounchdering | guess
t hat 6 stalgkolYiotui ckanlow, | et és sit around i n
candidates. But the candidate is more interested in advamsiogusé or her
cause. Th bekpérencedht.€Or avlaagt the way | remember it.

05-00:02:52
Shafer: Yeah, and how did you think about advanérige what was your path?

05-00:02:56

Brown: Well, the path is all very simple. You have to make news, raise money, and avoid
mistakes. This is simple stuff. [laughing] Not simbleell, a good part fathe
political envi r on rtheowrin frondof you, and thehyoug i v en .
enter it. So you donodét alter what peopl
thatdés it. You go someplace, you give a
In fact, | think | gave one written speech at town hathirk | quoted that famous
essay on the closing of the frontier. Tom and | spent time writing it, and | just
found that a written speech takes a | ot
to the press release. And | kind of marveled attHast of dl, even the speech
itself. In those days, we could get a press release out and printed by AP, or
sometimes the other newspapers, and then that would be the same as giving a
speech. But we had to go to places. And
tobegin with, except for secretary of st
then. Now harder even, todayeven harder.

So I remember what Tom said. He says yo
candidate knows two hundred people, five hundred péop¥e thousand?

Meets, shakes handidive thousand, ten thousa®idsome number like that.

Okay. Thereb6és millions and millions and
them is through some mass media, which is newspaper stories, radio

programming, televisiah or you pay for it, in a thirtysecond ad. Or you might

write a |letter. Thatoés it. And therefor
have enough money to do that. And thato
Al t hough that al orhere hotelde thécandidate andthe b e c a
time have to fit, and thatods something
you donot

05-00:05:33
Shafer: Well, talk about that. How did you fit the time, do you think?

05-00:05:38

Brown: Well, | mean | was aeformer. We had Reagan there for eight years. He was a
Republican, so | was different. | was the change. So the political reform was
somet hing, but it wasndt enough. You kn
measure was on the baoand once that pasd, that issue, | think, faded. And at
the same time, the election got a lot closer, so it became Democrat/Republican.
And then [Houston 1.] Flournoy could attack on harvese strikes, public
employee strikes, capital punishment, this and that. So gdahof the issues
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were not favorable to me, | would say. The political reform was, in the primary.

But in the general, it then shifted. And Nixon pardoned by Ford, threw the

Republican candidates backlournoy back, even though he had nothing to do

with it. But after that wore off and it did appear to wear éffthen it got closer

and closer. So it was a close election,

Talk about Prop. 9 [Political Reform Act] becadse

Prop. 9, | want to emphasize, was strictly up till June. Then it passed, is over. And

as we know, one thing about news imisf a st . l'tés | i ke a ripe
gone by the afternoon, orSoywihhatetowmedd say
constantly be moving. And that particul
about that much, really did disappear. There was probably some residual in

peopl ebdbs minds, but i1t wasndét the deci d

How did Reagan, Governor Reagan, feel about Prop. 9?

| have no idea.
He didndét react, as governor?
|l dondt know. Il s there any written evid

Well, | think hé it was around that time that he puséed

He probably didndét, he didndt endorse i

't was around that time he pushed for m
nonpartisan, and maybe

He didndét push v e rdytheamodats conteolledthe he coul
legislature. He pushed for that, but it was a bit halfhearted, | thought.

Talking about the times, and there was a lot of turbulence. You wergmeng.
You were thirtysix, | think, when you were running. How did you seedhas$ an
advantage, a liability, something you had to overcome?
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Yeah, a little bit something to overcome, a little young. The other candidates were
more exgrienced. So yeah, the whole question of experience becomes an issue
that obviously everybody wants to know.

Did you see it as I|ike, well, on the on
hand, Il 6m young, a naddifferent? 6lev dd yonseeni ¢ and
that?

| was talking on more of the things, more of the political reform in the primary.

And then issues did become difficult in the general but the idea of thinking about,
AOh, |l 6m young, I &m not young, o0 | donot
wi nt efallp okaytlfiss S o, I dondét think that goe:

Looking back on it, do you think it was an advantage® Or

|l dondt know about that. Why would that
ol der? | a&t dmwde¢h | dwiotkf e hent ten years | at
interpretation of one aspect of a candidacy. ItiswBatit 6 s t her e.

Yeah, talk about, if you would, that your campaign headquarters on Sunset.
Where was it, what was it likie tha® ?

It was abuza it was lots of activity, a lot of people, like typical gubernatorial

campaigns. A lot of fun. A lot of meetings. A lot of constituency groups coming

in. But again, the most part was media. You have to reachiliemand

millions of peopl e, and you candét do th
through news, or through the purchase o
didd make news, raise money, buy ads.

What kind of people did yoattract as volunteers, do you remember?

No, some of them, we had a group from Immaculate Heart College showed up.
Some of them are still my friends. Some Latinos went on to become leaders in the
labor movement, or become legislatordosinesspeople. So you know, it was

just a wide group. | 6d have to get the

But | mean because of Watergate, didddunean a lot of people were just
turned off to politics. But did you feel likedit?
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Il think thatds another one of those |it
politics. Well, not most, but a | ot of
young people, you know, if | go speak on a campus, then some ofvibielich be
excited and say, ARGee, this would be fu
the more open institutions. They dondt
dondot ®datallkach we didnodét, do backgroun
g r a d e sfind odt doyou have a degree in something? And people come in

and they could do almost anything. Research, work in press, work in scheduling,
drive people, secondary scheduling, hel
do. And people with skill camia. Jodie Krajewski [Evans] came in, and she

helped raise money. She was good at that, and she was very young. And you get

right in there. If you were go@dif you can raise money, or if you can write a

press release, you would just go right to the toppuile think. Now, maybe other
campaigns are more rigid. But they tend to be kind of open. If anything, they

usually have too many people in them, and | tried to keep it fairly modest in size.
Because every doll ar you s prEingbntten an or
media.

So that was the main thing, the d\and radio.

Wel | , i f youdre thinking of communicat.
there another way? You can go get a megaphone and stand down amgPersh
Square and start yelling, but (a), i1t w
hear you. Sothereisonbpher oad, and i1itds éandtheed news
candidate, and his or her intelligence and values and charisma. But those are the
mechanics I n football, youdve got to get th
guyods goal |l ine. Thatdés what youbve got
getthevotd or people dondt know who the hell
the otherguy. THads it. A subset of voters is ve
down the spectrum, they get | ess inform

the other, by a campaign.

| t 6 s ©dhthis g noeaw archival factaddbut | would just say that

campaigns, immany cases, although not all, are just the candidate, the issues, and

the other candidat e. Someti mes you win
Someti mes you win because youodre just w
other times, you get these very clegampaign advisors and consultants, and

they help you shape a campaign. But | w
always.

Did that happen with you?

Well, |1 dondt know that we had campaign
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What about Tom Quinn?

Well, he worked in the campaign. He was employed by the campaign. That was
his job.

But he was part of like image making, and that kind of thing?

Well, he wrote press releases, and he also directed the campaign. Yeah, he was a
campaigmmanager That és a | ittle different. Cor
want to get off onto that whole story. But it was a simpler structure. And the only

people that wes professional were the cameramen, and they did the

commercial® and the pollsters, | think, for the most part. Is that it? Maybe the

mai | house. But today, i f you take Meg
empl oyees, so itobéargkitahg Aagegedeannme
that, so theredos a | ot of | ayering. And

simpler. It was Tom Quinn, Richard Maullin, myself.

Governor, thereb6s al ways @lobkattpartp f t al
politics. When your father ran in 196
the coalition of the Democratic Party had shifted quite a bit. What were your
observations on thatthe coalition, if we want to use that tesn?

k
6

Well, coalition sounds like the British government. You have a coalition of the

|l i ber al party and the conservatives. No
people arendét in a parliamentary hall ¢
had Earth Day. You had something called the environment. You had the assertion

of black power, of civil rights. That became something different, so that it was
Ssimpler than in Trumandés day, or even t
fragmentation,md t oday itdés even much more so.

I kept thinking of the bl ack/Ohehadan coal
guy, Maury [Maurice Weiner] that was one of his advideasd their whole deal
was to get the Mexican Americans and the African Americans wgtkielect

Tom Bradley. And | guess that was embry
know, t hat 06 ssci&ncerwdy obldoking at &. drd icaanpaigns are

getting very micro targetedtargeingt | dono
termg swing voteé s . I didndédt know about the swin

We knew about the voters in South Gate that had voted against fair housing, and
voted for Sam Yorty in the primary, that there was a conservative Democrat. And
Yorty got about 43 percent of the vote, as I recall. St hat 6s a factor,
always thinking, fAWell, how do we get t

not going to win if you |l ose all of wha
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going to get elected, so somehow you have to get that vote. Argkthat
complicated when these things get divisive, and you get issues like abortion and
crosstown busing, and things like that that politicians do like to avoid. And when

youbdbre from a particular district, you
y 0 @ funning statewide in a very diverse state, you tend to want to be more
generic, and then that has its own chal

that tradition, as do all candidates who turn out to be elected.

Coming back tahe primary for a minute. Propd9ou embraced it, you
supported it. And | think your two opponents, [Joseph L.] Alioto and [Robert]
Moretti, did not. Did you use that, do you remendagainst them?

Wel | , I d o nddl thinkfJeronve L.] Waldie éndoysed it. [John F.]
AJacko Henni n@OQ, dénouncedd in teems thadt have turned out
to have some truth to them. But did | use it?

To differentiate yourself.

Il candt r e obeiaudlyel would Uge thdt. But whether | took an ad

outd use ithow? Use it in a speech to two hundred people? Or use it in an ad that

goes to two million people? | hate to be so picky, but details matter, as to what
wedre tal king abcoountv.e rYsoaut ihoanvse. awhleont yoofu 6
youbdbre going every day, talking politic
endorsemeidt that highlighted political reform. | was on the good side.

And | can imagine, in an election likeis during the middle of Watergate, where
you would use it to say look, these guys are part of the old system.

Wel | | I donot know t hat I attacked them
themdl 6 m not sur e. S o nbaak and look.d thihkdhiattaekv e t o
i'S more recent . Wel | , I mean it comes b

long time. But the goal was to get known and win over a majority of the voters.

And a year before | started, | think | remember seeingjlalpvas around 35

percent, and when the vote came in, | was around 35 percent, a year later, after all

the activitySo t hatdés my point, that things ge:
loyalty, fondness for the Brownthe memory, the Brown memory, the rgm

kind of. Maybe the political reform, maybe younget was a combination of

those factors.

Ddyowyoubve mentioned TV aodflommayindat mes, an
remember exactly what the slogan was, but you know, how didl y&aow
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youdbre not going to | i kdpatkdgeyasurselfddovd , but
did you convince all these voters?

You should go collect the films, and go look at them. You can see for yourself.

Wel |l , weddtl Id®nmhjpmwdts PYour recoll ection?
Wel | , in a very attractive way, | thoug
ads, and the voices get a bit distorted, so they seem a little bit hollow to me right

now. But | tmhmidnk Theasdsndheoeesmot | ast

you know that? Have you heard things from thirty years ago?

Yeah, it deteriorates.

Big ti me. | 6m sure political reform was
Obviousl y, that was a big defining issue,
| 6ve had a | ot of these campaigns. | 6ve

SoTomQuindt hereds a quotlTimeg oan dolmdbmnnathes
quite whatthedate s, but hereds what he said, A Wi
campaign, fAWe wanted to avoid any discu
boring issues, and talked about them. J

A

That 6s Ri charschoMaultl?i n
It was Tom Quinn, | think, in theA Times So what is h& ?

That was at a conference. Thatodés, again
you know, | i&whiheldsr ¢ al Icpandidgteidthe oher ue . TI
that runs the campaign, for the most part. That was an overstatement of the

obvious point, that strikes at harvest time and giving public employees the right to
bargain, which would imply the right to strike, or capital punishmentewet

wi nner topics, so you do want to avoid
unnecessary controversy. Now, the ads were meant to be exciting, meant to be
memorable, not to be boring, but to not being a flame throwing, extreme

candidate. Youcouldgointo debate or something and s:

here, and | tell you, if I 6m governor,
ElI Centro at the height of harvest, and
Chavez is an equal bargaining agentwith e f ar mer s of Cal i f or 1

say that, right? But youdd be a damn fo
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Not a winner.

Well , why would you even say it, anyway
notion of collective bargaining was framed in terms of a sdxakot election of
choices. So, | think, | ooking back, I h

want to sy all the ideas, butnhostof the ideas.

What were theonéswh at are the ones youbre most

These are not things youdre proud of. I
talking to your wife twentyg ar s ago, what is the thing
mean, thatdés a silly question.

Or what kind of ideas are you talking about?

A lady, Mary Ellen Leary, wrote a book call&thadow Politicsor something. Do
you knaw that book? Phantom Politics: Campaigning in Califorrjia

Yes.

Youbve read it, or |l ooked at it ?

| have.

Okay, thatdés what that whol e Kndak was a
boring it wasboring. [laughter] She was a very nice lady, a friend of my

fathero6s. She had dinner at our house o
enough substantive debate. But, itds ha
release. Ther6 s, wel | , OdaHeluedtiondsavimat amé mastugob u

This is not a business of walking aroun
proudwha? Ofou know what | mean? |1 tdéds a Ve
activityd politics, campaigning, angerving in office. And it certainly has always

struck me that | 6m doi ngdamdnett hatn@s viat .u

what we, thatodés whaganhgidey ktads,exnr Budd
addedi®you dondt need t?hlhetrivers fowsthe msuntains y o u
are here. So, campaigning, governing, W
could be a moment that i§ @ut also, being proud, see that, to me, connotes

gloating or some kind of vanity, that strikes me as not virtwou®® and

almostleadingto problems.
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Well, you just said that you thought of most of the good ideas, so | thought, you

know, whatwerethey?

We l | | what
certainly

sai d,cafinYpoaui gn i n

We also had an idéai

Tha
ar e

Beach.
Those

that many substantive issues, if you go badk ans e e

ever i de

as

the ideas

t really

t al | ca

t
n

poetry,

her e
t he

wasnot

me

t

o be

wer e,
secretary
had the idea of, | think if you look at that first press release, clean skies and good
schools. What was the third one? Energy. | think it was Governor Cuomo who
you
there, | would guess. But they did hint where we were going. | did stuff on
education, | did some on clean air. Dramatic, more néweere state
intervention to reduce air pollutiohdn any other state, and then that evolved into

doing something about climate change. So talking about clean air, coming out of
the smog of LA that was an important idea, and that idea lived.

and
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repstein d ewah.o Olst
now dead. He was a reporter from little minor magazines. He was an unusual
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an

two i mportant i deas

know if they exist anymore.

Therebds te
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|l evi si on

at them?

Not from this campaign specifically, no.
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i tsel f . So
newspapers
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Govenor, it seems that you were also, as you were just describing, somewhat
foll owing Randyd Col |l ierds advice, of

Not as much as some people would think | should have.

The four key areas of education, environment, eota growtld

By the way, when you look at contemporary candidates, and | know this is not

what thisis allabod| wondt me n& bubpeople whp haveataken s

lot of positions over their lifetimes, they can run into trouble. Arnidey had

taken fewer positions, they might have gotten just as far but be in a better
position. Well, thatos the voice of exp
serving state senator, over thirty years, so he had his thoughts. But | did pop off

on alot of issues.

So looking at these four areas: education, environment, economic growth, and
political reform. In addition to those, did you also speak in regards to the
Agricultural Labor Relations Aét with the UFW and farm labdr during the
campaign?

|l 6m not sur e. | 6 m moott cslueraer.. |Yooru 6sdu rhea vl e
recor d. You know, thatédés the whole thin
issues can you put before the legislature?

Well, because you did pass that the following year, in 1975.

Yeah, well, right. But did | run and say | was going to pass a gas tax? No. In fact,

I n doing the gas tax, a |l ot of |l egislat
press release? Would that have been the m
for governor, Meg Whi tdnwaenl,| ,anld syaeisd y ddun
have any tax without a vote of the peop
fouryears.1did 6t say that for the second ter m.
and people who have never practiced the art may not understand all the

ingredients that go into doing a good job. Anyway, so | must have said something
about f ar m wo rméwethats highlghted thét. dondt k

Well, that was my question, because | know there were some staténhémtsk
theydre more press releases, but |1 thin
thard
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About what?

About the Agricultural Labor Relations Act.

Well, we didnét even know what that was
the way there ardbookswr i t t en on this topwanta C®sar
labor relatims act, but he was pushed in that direction by [George] Meany and the
AFLO at least some people say that. That whole story of the function of law and

how it wor ks, ités a very iIimportant que
took away the shoitanded hoe right away, and | signed a bill in my first year

and said at my statgf-the-state speech that we should have collective bargaining

for those who work in the fields. | did say that, but whether | said that precisely

before, 1 06m not sure.

Andbytheway, t hose arendt i ssdaeYouhalembsues art
understandthe American media, the Western media in genersgng
constrained by news of the day. Now, |

it strikes me. Andsoyouhavet r ol | with the news. And |
agricultural relationsw@si t 6s maybe an issue in Fresn
wasno6t in most other places, in the big

Well, | mean we can get to that, but it Wwathey were wagig national boycotts
foro

They were.

Since 668. Andoby the 1970s, it was

So the question is are you for boycotting grapes, yes or no? Yeah, | probably did

avoid that question. Are you for boyaatf lettuce? | said we should not buy non

UFW lettuce for the cafeterias of the junior colleges. | said that. So | always

wanted to be measured, and because this is not a college oratorical contest, where
youbre there tdye@exa&i ¢ edmindnicateytumposdionc e

what youodre running for, why youdre run
manner, and thatodés what every candidate
always to get you to say sometwliang yoha®t
trying to get. Now, a yroeup osrhtoeurl dcnadbnt staryy,
votes, and you should try to say something that | want you to say, or that | think
would be hard for you to say. Oroll 6m a
tend to think thatodés also part of a jou
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But nevertheless, the democratic system is not perfect, and the campaigning is not

a perfect correlate with the governing. George Bush said that in some way he was
going to do something abouirolate change, and as soon as he was elected, he
switched that off, because thatodos where
like it, it has a long storied history in modern American politics.

You mentioned the 20201 ecti on, i n passing. Beto 06
he was born to run this race for president.

Yeah.

Do you feel that at all, lookirdy at the time, did you feel like thds?

That sense of destiny is not a storyline that grabs me. Bérgdah, | mean | had

a lot of advantages, and | think | benefited from those advantages. But when you
saybornta t hat coul d be interpreted that it
destiny,the e 6s a certain metaphysics behind t
into the structure of the physical laws of the universe? Is it some cultural

configuration? Or is it just a feeling
have to aski it enr e dJthian @ squaesti on. But |
born to be governor.o Definitely, that
Californiads a big state, and youbve t a

media, but there is travetiraround and shaking hands. Of course as you got
older, you campaigned in different ways.

Yeah.
But in 674, what did you |Iike most, and
| think | liked most of it. Thereva s ndt anything | didnoét peé

going on trips, going to small tow@dgarticularly going to these small towns.
They were fun. Yeah, | think the whole thihgt was exciting.

The gladhanding and all that stuff?

Il t 6 s +manding.dflpempmle come up to you, they want to see you, talk to you,
ités obviously flattering to your sense
ever had hundreds of people pushing to shake your hand? And if théydlich
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sure you wouldnodét say, AnOh no, Il &dm sorr
dondét think 1 tds bad at alll

But 1611 tell you I tend to think tha
flesh, is just for the cameras. Even thecaledrog | i ne, f or t he pr €
a camera phenomenon, because itds such
that a | ittle questionabl e. dlwedd. Yedals,
also maybe the enthusiasm too. The enthusiasm buildssipr ead s . Peopl e
went to a rally. 1t was exciting. o0 Yeah

These cell phone photos have really taken over a major part now. You used to be
able to talk to people. Now, for the most part, they want to get that picture. And to
get it, t often will take five or six seconds. So that means, if you see ten people,
thatdés a minute just taking those ten.

A

0O m

l i ne. |l tds of the evolutionary process

was prettygoodBut | did feel performing for th

why, when youbre being observed, t 6s h

observed. AnNd f youdre being ob rved,
I

r i
i se
youbre engagitrh@atiérs. aSe hlal tl einmgl t hat

Yeah. 8 thisie @qoteafrom one of the articles in September of 1974. It
says, fABrown promises to pursue a const
and the assembdy.ad dPuwat ¢ hefmJ & hrey eBr own |
the senate president pro tem, James [R.] Mills, | think, at the time.

Jim Mills, yeah.
Jim Mills. [reading aloud] AJerrey Br own
the beginning of his campaign, and i1t s

time for him to stop, if he wants to develop a close working relationship with the
| egi sl ature. 0 Does that ring true?

Yeah. Yeah, obviously. [laughinglou candét Kkeep attacking

working withthem.Buut hose are i deas. I dondt knov
from. So maybe | overstated it when | said most of the ideas. There were a lot of
i deas that came in framfdirfnf @ rdeemt. sSMhwemc

trying to figure out a reform, you know, do the Political Reform Act, everything
| 6d thought of, and other pedotgwhsen had t h

the initiative. So now, what O6gslaturb.e nex't
Both houses are kind of redundant. One used to represent the more rural areas.
But it doesnét do that anymore, dafter o

what is your question?

Well, | guess, did you fe@l ?
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Il s your question do | think hebés right,

Did you feel, given who you were as secretary of state and the times and
Watergate did you feel like it was to your advantage to be seen as running against,
you know, the government?

A little bit. Well, a |little bit. Right
ran against the government, and Reagan
government i s the priolhiteantheendanmdantheaad wa s
since | o0ve been around a whil e, |l 6ve se

government is the problemwas a meme that they got hold of. They also got hold

of the window of vulnerability, that the Russians had moreilassdt turned out

to be completely untrue. So theredos a |
common wisdom. And just | ike news of th
common wisdom as a mainstream candidate.

't i s an er rr or @ospedfically abonttha mdchanicsofo t al k t
government. And itbés also an error to t
Republican. I n California itdéds always b
always was trying to bridge the gap between Republicans andd@ais. My

father tried that. He said, Al want to
Johnson, a progressive Republican, and
Now, the |l egislature periodically runs
thereand itds jsustdemecwagyitl dondt care
Brazil, or whether youdre in some count
endemic corruption. This | egislative bo

t al ki ng @&he Arab oy embargb; yal had the Vietnam & avhat did
we lose, fiftyfive thousand, and the Viethamese lost at least two million? That
was pretty seriouds that was government. That was the best and the brightest.
Then we have Nixon, and we have Watergatel we have the manipulation of
the CIA and what have you. And then you have all these other things about
government.

So yeah, since government is more and more part of our lives, government is

going to be more and more part of the problem. And peolplthée, certainly

in 674, because, well, the price of gas
and we |l ost the first war in history. S
restive about government . And forhaavt 6s tr
going on seventeen years, people are going to say wait a minute. This is a big

problem. And that wedt | thinkalotoB be hi nd Tr ump. I f youodr
does anybody talk about government as the problem? In one form or another, they
dothat.
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Now,my f ather didnot talk about that, and
ran for governor. That was their era. B
t hink deflnltely of the government. Rea
Washington, anylod ﬁcm dire r €0 met hierd @, and e\
dondét know if they would have said that
said that during the Depression, so ité
live with.

Whenthatwadappening during the campaign in
win, when | win, | 6m going to &d2ade to w

Well, yeah. Well, | started working with them. | had some legislative

endorsements. Not manyaree, but they were powerful. But | think this idea of
government, nothinggorks And we have that today: t
health care doesndét work, candét afford
streets. So democracy feeds on this discondettis escalating. So | think

thatdéds nor mal

h

|l dondot think | shied away from activis
were always things we did. And Henry Ford [lI] came out to California my first

year and spoke to Tom Quinn, who was therhibeed of the Air Resources Board.

He [Ford] complained California was going to mandate a significant reduction in

sul fur emissions, and he asked us not t
government, coercively psisthapobic f or a <ce
i nterest. So yeah, government is very i
at the same ti me, @ubtheyveantittodorsdmethingds a p
So there are a lot of contradict@treamsand elements that you have to aegte

as a leader of this thing, government, which has so many different shapes and

forms.

At that time, | think you were hanging out witldefinehanging outhe way you
wan®d Natalie Wood, Shana Alexander

Let me tell you, Natalie Wood and Shana Alexander have nothing in common. So
hanging out with them, in regard to politics?

Well no, just personally, as part of yowerponal life.

So whatodés the question?
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| guess as a bachelor running for governor, you had opportunities to you know,
have dinner or lunch or whatever, with whoever you wanted to. | mean did you
feeld ?

Not whoever | ligowersatdment.oBut mdréthan thesguyadown

the street. First of all, Natalie Wood was somebody that someone introduced me

to. | did go out with her a few times. Shana Alexander was someone who

foloned Mc Carthy and was a person who woul
bef ore, and webéd talk about politics an
person. | think her father was a music producer, or something or other. Anyway,

she was interesting. And Me@thy enjoyed her company, and | enjoyed both of

their company. Maybe three or four times, when there were rallies in California.

So those two events seem very different to me.

| guess part of the context of the times too was, you kdowgs. People were

partying. LA was ver§ there was a lot of glamour, it was glitz, you know, and

you were in that world, right? I 6m just
it, or apart from it?

What world? See, thatworld atidy it hat 6 s a construct, if
Yeah, thereds millions of people |living
Yeah, in the world, beingaparttol di dndét t hi nk ofor myself
nota part. I was | ust mglawyergt Twdtle & Taylorrmy b usi
|l 6m secretary of state, running for gov
friends, raise money, look good,dogéokke ep goi ng. So #dAthis b

a way somebody writing a book or a treatise about some erg, and ® ve got t o
in with that kind of imagination. But as an actor, as a player, down there on the

field, youdre blocking and tackling and
what 6s going on in the stands?Shaferat 6s m
| aughs] Youdve got to get down on the f
You dvamitébot know what i1it6s |ike on the fie

Um, did you use drugs at all?

No.

Never?

No, I 6m not going to say all of my habi
topic that |1 6ve indulged in. And | 6ve ¢
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Okay. What else? [laughing] | want to asku about another thing that was going
on in that time frame, which was Patty Hearst. Patty Hearst was kidnapped in
1974, fron® you know, she was in San Francisco, got kidnapped, newspaper
heiress, went missing for a good part of the first year you werergor. How did
you think about that, how did that play iBt®

I have no idea how I thought about that
Howdo you think about it? | think, bilowl t hi nk, t hatds anot he
think | followed the story. It was very interesting. Symbionese Liberation Front,

the burning building, Patty Hearst. The picture with a machine gun. Yeah, that

was all very interesting. BuWtmdadananot s
what ? | do n Bete toge with that question. wre you saying that you
can extract some soci al meaning from th

knowd you can say different things. You can talk about her father and the times. |
dondt know, but ctatoesde tahroeu gvhetrsy, stohpahti scter
into my head. And what year was this?

Yeah,674.

Il n 674, |l 6m running for governor. | 6ve
raised millions of dolla® everythingelseiE i nd o f owayouttthere.r e . It
ltd6s a newspaper story. It was news of

Years, a couple years.

And to piggyback on that, could you discuss the change you saw in the
counterculture during that time, which | think dovetails with the Patty Hearst
kidnapping? Because we went from having, say, activists in civil rights or even
hippie® if we want to use that terdnagainst the war to, by the early 1980ss

you mentioned eadid the Weather Underground, heavy drug use, and even
violence coming into that. What were your observations on the changing of
activism during that time?

Well, now youdve conflated a | ot of thi

l 6mi at dr i an. | 6m pretty good at that, S

Conflating. Hippies and antiwar, those are a little different. | remember when |

was in Berkeley, and some girl talked about the higpisd she met hippies in

Mexi co, or something. Il think | heard t
held what 6si ed? ohiBup t hat 6s t he ffirsttimet t i me |
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ever heard the terimeatnik | was in the novitiate, and the assisafiather

Meehanwas his name. He was the assistant to the master of novices, said,
AThereds this beattal Ki mpvamewnt .c Tdwiyg et
remember being kind of interested in this. This is kind of interesting. What is this

all about? Hippie, | didndét know what t

[break in recording]

What was the last question?

We were talking about counterculture, hippies, and all that stuff.

Yeah, the changing of activism, fromsaythethi® 6 0s t o by the tim
running for governod this turning of say civil rights activism to violence,the
Weather Undergrourdd activism had certainly changed.

Yeah, and then | was in a preityou might say conventional path. Antiwar

through the peace sl ate, 068, on the ba
Community College Boardfdrustees, running for secretary of state, running for
governor. These are very mainstream act

feather on your head, or a bandana, or earrings or something | east you d
at that time. And the people | hung outlwétre people who were related to what |

was doing in some way. This is not an a
governor!o It doesndét work that way. Th
And you get up in the morning, and before you go tq s is what you think

about. Andthbagbs wbhaut, and thatdés how

ageofthirtysi x. So you canét go wasawhmegsi ng of f

That s what | was arsoksermatons. mor e about yo
But | didnét see much. | wasndt in San
LA, left in October of 665 from San Fr a
until the end of 0688. land thbyihadkindiofawa s i n

|l it tiil o Addfe some kind, and there was a ¢c«¢
sex or something. Th adhtisgthatrlpesanbllyy t he m
observed. And there was a few psychedelic shirts ariyée, and thatikd of

thing.

But running for office is a discipline in itself. You go from starting at the starting

l i ne. ltds quite strenuous, so thatds w
i t 60 s O Damodratieparties. | would go to events for Technasrthe

Hebrew University, at the Hilton Hotel. | remember once going there dviagro
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was the prime minister obutadywdy?itwdashe | sr a
actually the fall of the Shah. That was later. It must have been about 1980.

That was, yeah, it was 079.

Whowasth@iwho was the prime minister in 0738

Menachem Begin, maybe?

Menachem Begin, probably. Was that Menachem Begin? [ed. note: Begin was
PrimeMinister of Israel from June 1977 to October 1983] Yeah, | think he was

there. Yeah, it was Begin. | remember passing by him and talking about Iran, and

he said the Shah was such a good man, such a friend of Israel. | just remember

that, sitting there ahe daisbehildk i nd of tal king in his e
extracted from Menachem Begin. [laughing] That the Shah was a friend of Israel.

So thatodés a far cry from the Jefferson
Grateful Dead. So yeah, it was morensthing you read about. But then, in LA, |
dondt know i f LA was the same way as Sa
diverse. Yeah, | mean | was in Laurel Canyon. | met Mama Cass once. | stopped

by her house during the day. But that was that.

It seems | i ke, almost I|ike you were in
this cultural and political upheaval go
saying, AWell, |l was focused on running

Well, | read theLA Timesevery day. And so | had a running commentary. When

youdre talking about the campaign, ther
i n November. So do you think things tha
interesting? You know,wa s ndét goi ng otoomaybelovertitad | g a me
movi e. I dondét know. I doubt it. I me an
hard for you to t htiinnke ajboobu.t Antd tbhuetn iitfd
family, you dwhat@ts en aivse tahewief ee 0 do? | do
home and turn on the television or something. Got to get out there and make hay,

make friends, raise money, talk to peop
revelation. But it 0syexatingylfoenditsuchiAndg, by

certainly not boring.

What is it thatdéds exciting?

Just the wholé it is exciting. Now whyiti s exci ti ng, | 61 1 have
philosophers and psychologists.
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Yeah. | want to ask you about a moment in the primary in thadyear

By the way, | could maybe elaborate. It seems like two plus two equals four. This
is important. The governorship of the largest state in the &nioh at 6 s no't
chopped live. And the issuds every issue that government deals with. And then,

the problems and being asked these impossible questions. So it keeps you on your

toes. l'tés exciting. |l tds anxiety provo
should describe whit would be something that one would be drawn to. But

whet her drawn to exciting or not, this
job in the brokerage business down on Spring St. waiting for me. You know, there
wasnot a winerypeéehatel Wasrgowagndéo a I
to join. So there wasndét anything el se.
No plan B.

No plan B.

Yeah. | want to ask you about a moment in the primarynktyour opponents,
Alioto and Moretti, were wanting to debate, and | think you were néaybe d o n 6 t
want to characterize it, but maybe not that eager to debate?

Kind of like Feinstein today. How many times did she debate? @igb¢?

And it wasnot Ooryeaal |y a debate, but

Yeah, okay. S&

So it was a strategy, maybe?

No, well who says that debating is a re
justt haddbbatwabs a construct. |l tés a though
But itdéds become tradition.

Not for winning candidates. A lot of losing candidates like debates. And maybe
other candidates like debates. Kennedy/Niadhat was a gab series of debates.

q
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But what | was going to ask you abduitthink you were doing consecutive press
conferences, in 1190, at the capitol. Mogetti

Oh yeah, Moretti barged in. Yeah.

What happened

| d o n & the wastioere, we had a little impromptu debate.

| mean he barged into your press conferende,?or

So what else is new? Widaso what are you saying? Should | be aggrieved? |

mean what does that mean? We were in a
some newd t h antws ¥ou guyslovethat. The reporters love that. So
obviously, I understand it. Butite n, heds there, SO0 now Yyol
debate.

You didnot feel |like, sort of, you know
What does that mean, sandbagged? | mean
the state. Allisfarn | ove and war. You know, hopef
do stuff.

Did you kind of admire it in a way?

No. Didnddi @aamitr ¢ i kte it, particularly.
clever.lcouldseeitdondét think you understand. I
people are running ad andthiswasapdettyimildb s a c o
campaign, for the most part. | do remember one thing Moretti said. He said

somet hing about , i rheetleverytmdy klsennty nextgheng ar ou
|l 6d |li ke is fyou Awdr yoseaido mevel | , Mor e
good | ooking.o | do remember that <c¢comme

What did he mean by that?

He meantthatIlwasnotpka ng t o the voters. And | do
meanthewas pl easing to the voters, which I
campaign, the language, the topics, was alien to his world that had served him

well in his rise in politics. So he identifidds thoughts with the thoughts of the



05-01:07:11
Shafer:

05-01:07:13
Brown:

05-01:07:18

Shafer:

05-01:07:20
Brown:

05-01:07:21

Shafer:

05-01:07:29
Brown:

05-01:08:18
Queena Kim:

05-01:08:23
Brown:

05-01:08:25
Kim:

05-01:08:28
Brown:

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library, University of CaliforrBarkeley 183

larger electorate. And so he said, oh, if we just get all thesedideabably

because i f you just talked to everybody
and maybe was, itos s h ahwhe electoratdy astitis.Hne was
touch with the legislatufe and it is a club and a clogait group, and you have to

have a closé&nit group to be very effective. So the very skills and emotions that

work in the legislative body, can be very counterprodedior the electorate, as a

whole.

You were quite a debater in high school.

Notreally. Iwasa debat er . qgliteawebatdrdn 6t say
You were a debater in high school. [laughing]

Yeah, well, |l 6m being accurate.

Yeah, so did you, was there a part of you, that you, in the campaign, either in that
momend where you wanted to debate? You wanted to sort of show him?

No, | wanted tavin. So these are all means to an end. [laughing] Debating is a

stressful kind of undertaking any way you look at it, particularly in a high school

debate. You had eight minutes, then you had your rebuttal. And no, actually, |

find it very interesting, anthat was exciting. But the trouble with a debate is you

can say something stupid, or you can look weak, or you can look awkward, so
thabi t 6s not a controlled environment. P o
things like that to happen again. So, thereas, it was a moment, it was a

spontaneous moment, at least fordme

Do you remember that moment? Is it something you can visualize? Were you at
the lectern?

| cdalndhtavendt thought about it much.
Yeah, 1t06s just not a big searing memor

Il t 6s not amobyilgean, & you askinge whiata searing memory,

|l 6d have to reflect on that. Actually,
memory. Theyobébre not there now, but they
about nineteen of them up on that hill.
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[break in audio]

Al l right. Searing moments! Thatods good
my searing moment.

It happened right there in [Room] 1190? He just walked right in?

He [Morettijlwal ked right in. That was | ife. No

guarded and protected.

Where i$ what is 11907

Thatdés just the room.

Thatds a conference room inethevéapot @$
down the hall from the governoros offic
Il dondt want this a to be sodoygoubjecti

I
t hese A0du eas tdindrt s

werenodt asking all rcefa dm
These are just poedngs.
Heds one of the strands. Well, itds you

By the way, | read a book on historiography. | got it from my grandniece who
teaches at Michigan. She gave me a book on theory and history, and | got the key
word in historytemporality [laughter] You see, these are all social sciences. You
have anthropjpoogy, you have sociology, and you
about history? Temporality, right? 11tds
Yeah, change over time.

|l didndt know that bafjouknewthat?hen 1t oés so

No.

So thatdés what interests me. Thed&d when
and then they have things like thecial turn and then theulturalturn. Ther e 6 s
such a |l angustpothaskedddmétakaut rock a

i nterested in | anguage, t Idandthatpeopleow new
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use as though this is an obvious description of reality, and not many years ago,

well, this didndot?eVherregsstha, | dbhieftehm
breaking down. The social sciences are deteriorating, degenerating, into more and
more abstract theory about the theory aboutthetbearm d it i sndét ver )

And graduate school is a complete dysfunction, becawsgthing you learn

di sables you from teaching undergraduat
people are not going to want to learn, because you have tm&eejgour

doctorate has to be a new thesis, right?

Mm-hmm.

What happens if there is nothing new in the world? Well, there would be no
newspapers, | guess.

Wedbd be out of a job!

Soalotofthisisjustmakeor k f or coll ege graduat es.
something. Tl is your welfare, and then you have all the people who do the real
work, with their hands. And you guys are just spinning little webs of silliness.
[everyone in the room laughs] [interruption in recording]

[break in audio]

lhavetoa mend what | said about charter schc
about homeschooling. It seems like the ability to shape the lives of your children
yourself, without a paid intervener, in some kind of institution, sounds like more

liberty than not. Bt a lot of people would recoilattheidea nd | 6ve never
It But it does take a certain type of
nextdoor neighbors have turkeys. They were slaughtering turkeys yesterday, and

one of their helpers is a émd of theirs, and she came up. She had gearold,

so they have five children, and theyodre
charter school, so theydére in fact doin
many young ladies do you know who havstjnad five children, because the

oldest is only eight or nine, ten or something.

The governor is just blown away.

Bl own away, but i1itdéds just interesting t
around here, who do physical work. They work with their hands, and they fix
fences, they chase after cows. Thereos
probably going o put salt in for the cows, what

theydédre doing stuff. Thatdés very differ
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about 1t. Therebs a guy named Il van 1111
a book calledDeschooling Saety, which | was very excited by. And | read

another book by Paul Goodman. He wrote the bG@wkwing up Absurgdwhich
everybody read atonetidevhi ch youdve never heard of

Never heard of it.

In the 1960s, very weknown guy, very well known. He wrote a book, which |

came across at the Yale bookstore calmhmpulsory Miseducatigrand you can

i magi ne what thatdéds about. So | 6ve al wa
But t heynawverymidespréddy oudve only got a mil i
homeschooling, and there are 60 million kids in the country.

Getting to the election of 1974, so ito
Houston I. Flournoy, yeah, litfk it was.

Yeah, whad what do you remember from that campaign?

| remember we had a debate in Irvine, worked pretty well.

What were his, like, strengths and weaknesses did you think?

His strength was | think he had some of the issues on his side, but he certainly

di dndét wanployeepunidnd td be striking the government. | think that

was not popular. You put it to a refere
Republicanbmd was more sol i d, I think, in 067
so solid because of the Nixon impeachment. Had Nixon been a success, it might

have been a very different election. There would have been no Watergate.

Was he on tb defensive because of that, do you think?

He was. | mean the campaign was; | donbo
got caught up in that. Yeah, with the Ford pardon, that becomes the news of the
day. And t hat @&gin.iSé and lbewasra Rapabticanp so ehat was

a problem. And he was veryobsodire e wasnot that well kKnov
in the Reagan landslide, so he lucked out. He lucked in, and against me he lucked
oubwor didndét | uck o utwasabertcloseelection.He t hr own

was gaining, according to the polls that we took. We took daily polls at that time.
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So what do | think? We would try to put out a press release before each debate,
about a point | would make in the debate, to try to make@urpoint got

captured by the news or the television. And that seemed to work. Ardl then

yeah, what was there? He would say his little talking points. | kind of found it
difficult to find what my real points were going to be. I think he had government,
toomuch government, big government, takgast the same approatimaybe a

little more so than Reagan. And that was still popular at that time. It was still
popular, because Deukmejian and Wilson won on essentially that same message.

05-01:17:33

Shafer: How many debates did you do?

05-01:17:37

Brown: | think we did six.

05-01:17:38

Shafer: Six?

05-01:17:39

Brown: Il think we did six. Yeah, thedyeaner enot
we did, and we did some debates in the primary,dabated. So this whole idea
of we donét want Br own tofceusgthekeyyst hi ng,
you dondét want to maked B76nothdt@ahe . Was i
late® but he said Pol and wasndét bethiignd t he
he made a mistake i n? Youdodhknybodyhereyao u ¢ an
this table could forget a name, but it [a mistake] becomes bigger than life. So
yeah, people dondét want to make a gaffe
being interestingmd pr ovocative at the same ti me.
think we talked about stuff. He asked his questions.
But you know, there is a tension. The press are doing their job under the First
Amendment. | want to give all the deference to that thatpsogpiate. [laughing]
But thereds also, in the more recent id
doesndét just want to get information to
in his head. But he also wants to get news, and get sométshyg and first. So
everybodyds trying to promote their par
way itdés framed.
But | think the journalists asked a lot of questions. | answered a lot of questions. |
remember the first question, the day of my psserencd see, you probably
didnét read that story. That was openin

05-01:19:45

Shafer: The first day of your being governor?

05-01:19:48

Brown: No, campaign. Was it the primary, or the general? | think ittheprimary.
Anyway, the story, if | recall right, i

not that | remember all these little things. [laughing] But | do! Well, that story, |
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have some interest in, because tl 6d sent
readl dondt t hi nk-fidegears. | woaldacdmbingallthen f or t y
agencies that dealt with the environment into one agency, and the ones in energy

in another agendy we kind of said that. It was a press release kind of idea. But |

d i d n 6 tinstkunooally, how that was going to work. In fact, | had a relatively

thin grasp of all that, but | liked the idea of it! Here we have all these different
departmen®&t hey shoul d all be unifiedd 1 tds
actually, a very bang topic, and one we did some of.

But Bergholz said to me, fANow, you say
departments, environment, all into one department. Now tell me, what is the first
step that you would takéestepavhaad0o tlhat?0 A

suppose | 6m going to pick the telephone
I 61 1 be damned! | couldndét figure out w
red, and | thought: | reallyybaewl dimat

saying it now, but that stumped me.

What did that tell you?

Wel | , I dondét know what it told me then
have had a more developed idea, or | should have had a beli@rway of

handling it. And the way | learned to handle that in later debates, as | got a little

more adept at this, we used the conceptivdt So step back, restate the

guestion, and then take off on your own aspects.

So how we would reorganize itk you would do that? My first thought was,

AWel I, |l 6d have all the relevant partie
But | think what he means is how would the geothermal department be matched

with somebody in the Department of Water Resourdesd not sure. So the truth

i s, |l didndédt know enough about the depa
people who ar@ like Tom Quin® know less than | do. And we knew more than
anybody el se. But unless youbre there,
Sc=ramento, and what are you going to do
Or you could call some analysts, and we
campaign, youodore rushed for time, youobv
i snét a .baConcsooniciedpatt i on certainly is bet
of a tautology. |l t6s obvious.

Well, kind of showtoo liky ou wer enét for bigger gove
maybe more efficient government?

Wel,yeah bi gger government wasnod6t on the t
be for something. Youdbve never run f
governor, you say, ANow, what the he
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t hat out ? Oh unniNgddr dovernor,fyouynastikbaweWell, | must

know,why? Why? Well, maybe | know now. | 6ve
four years as attorney general, and four years as secretary of state. But if you ask
me somethingsand a | ot o fowaboud algtef thingsdirofach t  k n

almostnobodyknows very much about government, and the number of people
who do are very limited. There are a few staffers in the legislature.

But, so, yeah, I didndét think ropbsalt hat (¢
|l dondt know how Bergholz came up with
youdd do?06 Maybe that was a good questi
mean the first step iIis so simple. I gue
aplan. | guess thatodos what it did. Do yc
the skies bluer? Find out how heds goin
Tom Quinn to the Air Resources Board, a

Well, I wonder if you think like, sort of that these ideas in the campaign are less

about what youdre going to do, and mor e
Well, they are related to what youdre g
toopen an embassy in Moscow. You canét d
governmentcado. So | think that 6dwhaa tgboso dt hgeu efsit

thing you would do to bring that about ?
the way. Heanmade some veiled reference to it, and if you read the story, he pooh
poohs it a |ittle bit, but it wasnédét a
remember i1it, not that |1 06ve been thinkin
meisistlilmght have a hard time answering the
been governor, successfully, for sixteen years. So you would have to say well,

you dondét need to be able to answer tha
know that now, empirically. Byprobably a little bit of extra reseafttand we

didnét have that many people. Wedre jus
peoplé® maybe Dan Newman would have done a little more research. [laughing]

Given you some talking points. {lghter]

So think about whatodos the first thing vy
back and get that qgquestion, but we donbo
t hat much. But anyway, i podent amd whaeyod of a
dondt realize is if you just start talk
of motor on. Thatés another way to do i

Governor, can you talk a little bit abduegpecially here in the general election,
which | think dovetails with the story you were just reteldingbout the advisors
in your campaign? | believe you had Warren Christopher?
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05-01:27:12

Brown: A little bit.

05-01:27:13

Holmes: Stephen Reinhardt?

05-01:27:15

Brown: Yeah.

05-01:27:17

Holmes: And then also someone, | think who was with you for quite a while, Jacques
Barzaghi?

05-01:27:22

Brown: Yeah, yeah.

05-01:27:23

Holmes: Can you discuss a little about them and their role in the campaign?

05-01:27:28

Brown: Well, Christopher, | think talked to Tom more than he talked to me. And | think
he might have advised us on the debates
run an idea by, and you could feel confident of him. Reinhardt was a labor lawyer,
and he did something pretty damn impressive. Hetgotulinary endorsement
for me. How the hell he did that, | don
Now, | guess they did it because they thought | was going to win, and they wanted
a winner. But #er it was there, they never really askedangthing.

05-01:28:18

Shafer: For anything, you mean?

05-01:28:20

Brown: Not for the workers. | think Herman Leavitt, knownBlackieat that time, a few
years | ater wanted to be on the racing
t hat was it. Il signed a few bills, but

anything thatrelated®t oday t hered6d be a Isementmor e.
so that was pretty important. Steve talked a lot with Tom. Jacques was a guy

whoda sister of an old girlfriend of mine
character. o0 And they were making a movi
they s&d dga viddrey cl ever guy. 0 So he came
commercials. He had a different sense, different insight.

So we had Tom, who had his néwmake it not as explosive, butmaké d o n 6 t
worry about the senatee, djopmdt mwewsy wpbdo

make news. Richard was a political scie
Sometimes |1 6d agree, sometimes | woul dn
have a different idea. And then | had all these different opiniong, dané n | 6 d

have my own idea, and then wedd argue a

worked.
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|l remember what wedd argue about. Il rem
had one commercial we filmed, and it was the lighting that had me turning around
orsom¢hinggpJacques | i ked that commercial . An
dramatic. | kind of like that. The lighting made me lookvety don &t know
[l aughing]. It was a very interesting c
awfull This is a terrible commerdia. 6 So | didndét do it, so
avers@ very important to hear what could go wrong, and then avoid it. | kind of

| ook at the down side and say, AOkay, n
And so then, either Togoodwacguesdwowddssgy s o met

something and they often were very different. So yeah, it was interesting.

And he had a sense that | thought was g
He wanted, you know, in a speech, he wanted to know what was the irApadi?d
worked in movies with [Jeabuc] Godard@ at least he said he did. | never saw it.

And then he came over here. So, that 1id
words and | tend to be ki ndpaaddfwhwad rod d dires c
impactsam t he audience? So he would kind of

know, that didnoét work, o or something.
diversity of opinion, and those théeghey were around a lot, and they chimed in

a | ot , s dthewanitwdrked.k guess other people had consultants. |
dondt know who made our cémmkerdomads. kho
wheretheyare today. They were friends of Richard Maullin.

So that és hdoavot df thimstuff isvroedi&. &hds putting on a
performance every day, and a |l ot of vyou
you both want to attract, win over, and avoid bloopers or bluddere t hat 6 s t h
name of the game. And itodés hard to go t
| t ard to go through the governorship without stepping in something, and for

some reason, this |l ast eight years ther
Thatdés very unusual

You must have learned something the first time, maybe?

I | earned somet hi &andimagmativelAddn pr et
t hi nk, aldtntyo qauhe sitd wen ,r enpheaatéesd t he f

Wel | ,
| do
One of my advisoks this is why | have a little bit of a jaundiced view of

advisorsWilson [A.] Clark, [Jr.] was a smart guy, kind of a boy wonder in the
energgenvi ronment fiel d. I dondét know that
very fine book on alternative energfrfergy for Survival: The Alternative to
Extinctiorj Itwas coldinh e Mi dwest, and he said, HAYolL
California gas to be sent through the p
wrote that up, and so | had a press con
that the gas linés the Southern Californiagasanpany send t hi s gas
It was, PG&E. And Dan Walters raised hi
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ordered that yesterday. o [l aughter] So
wasascrews p. So, but of <cour s e théhiceteson CIl ar k
They went, fAOh, hereds something the go
And they have their own ideaof polittsasnd t hat 6 s the governo
good, or whatever was in his mind. He is just one of the, as we sometimessay, th

little people, trying to come up with things.

And s o, based on that, more than probab
heal thy concern and skepticism for thin
a lot of confidence in what people told mecaease Wilson Clai no one knew

more about energy than he did. We could write good plausible press releases,

Tom could, but that di dthi$thing.Meeearet hat he

things that youdbve got to t bumihkdaabout ,

see it like a kaleidoscopedthabisnad | ook at
characteristic of how | 6ve governed. |

care who that person i s.0whatiathdvasisob s avy,

thatd A Oh, wel | , | rewhele? Dt YOuinWelyl ft oyelbi m
that can put error imymouth as | speak it. And yet at the same time, we did a lot

of things, so it wasnodét that | was par a
Il think tmpbosaatvermyt of how | governe

| tried not to get on all these issues. You know, how many issues can the system
take? How many issues can the legislature take? How many issues can your

Il mage, your per stbeplace? Ifiybu ngticepadperson likd | ove
Reagad something | could learn from Reagan. Reagan had a unified image.

There was something about the guy. | mean he was not just against government,

but he was for America, a better America, an America wheredvedt hav e

bl oated government and wel fare queens,
was abletospeédki t wasnét a hundred things you

of Reagan. And yet, when youobfoue in the
hundred bill® they introduced twentjour hundred bills. They dropped twelve
hundred on the governorés desk. And the
about them. And then youdd begin to spe
hell youdr e t adllkerymgchamibab Siotgimpoatantiso | amo
conscious of that. There were, remember
now maybe I 6m rationalizing, but | do t
did alotd really quite alot. Ithinkhi st ori cally, I think ito
And wedre going to get into that.

Yeah, we wi l |, but I dm now thinking of
was hesitant, cautious, but bold in some ways. Thettemtrsomebody used, that

I Il i ked, ADonb6t be |i ke a dog that bark

know, save your bark.
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Pick your trucks carefully.

Yeah, but theydére all examidrophome,andaayd t he
AWel |, what do you think?0 Addvet he tidwva
got to have an i dedwantltodide. Bubftyoukavaelapni d. An
idea about everything, and this reporter is not worried about destrayimg y

public personality, because he needs his clicBbaitwhatever we might have

called it twenty years ago.

Governor, | sense a lot of hostility to the media. [laughing]

None, no, but | have thesatn¢ hat 6 s anot her point. [ Sha
honest conversation with hostility but
opposed to advocacy, and most pedipkein advocacy. But | think the preferable

path is to e in inquiry.

Hereds an inquiry. 0yshweredhloeadyfor thatwhble nk t h a
election?

| was ahead with a diminishing lead.

Yeah, and so what was that about at the end? Why dldat ?

First of all, what is that about? What is the behavior of millions of Californians
who | dondét know? Youdre asking me a ve
guestion, which obviously, | dondét have

Do you have a hunch?

A hunch? A hunch is what? A hunch is worth nothing. Yeah, and | used to have
more opinions about these things. But the more | know, the more | know there are
variabl es that are nottelleasi ly encounter

First of all, | may never have been that much ahead in any veall, | was

ahead, thatoés what the polls said. But
what was it based on? Youd6d have to | oo
knowd are thes&®epublicans who just went back to their normal being a

Republican, voted for Flournoy? Tom addug Fagamwould be writing press

releases talking about campaign reform of one kind or another. And | did a
number of the rel easeist.. Blutt dihden dte ando, v €
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And so I, when | speak, | have to engage the crowd in such a way. An@ iitjust
always felt like | was running out of things to talk about. And what was there to

talk about, really? A Repaetwltaaerssawnsnd
going to lock them al/l up. And weodre no
government, much | ess take over our foo

That 6s an ag-movieglise| butehatfismat availabté to whatever
theDemocrat was.

So somehow we had to be progressive; we had to uplift the downtrodden. We had

to help all these constituencies, but w
sensibilited and we coul dnot rai se taxes. That ¢
the environment . First of all, t hat wasn
talk about? Well, clean air. We 6 | | have

about? Are you going to pay the teachers more money? How are you going to do

that? There waa big issueSerrano v. Priestand that was the case that equalized
spending among school districts. And to
lower districts, you had to raise them. Well, the raising all distrietsd they had

ones in Emeryville, Bverly Hills, that were outliers, because of the value of

propertyd billions. So they say what are you going to do about that? And where

was the money? And you have to just dance around the issue. Now, we did find

an answer to that, which | found later wHemas governor.

But why we | ost [support]? | think, 11t0
primary had more news. I think lwasamdriehe name, i tds proba
to do with, you know, with Nixon and Ford and the idea of giving theguard

People didnét [think] it was right. A |
iIssues had more traction at that time. But now, do we know that for suré&ndNo.

did | know a lot at the time? No, lknowmarew. So | 6 m saying thi
nowthatt di dnét realize 1 n t hiefacgiawaga way dur
surprise to me. Webve gone down in the

and then a couple of daysldien ow we 6r e seven points ahe
before the [the eleddin] , wedre | i ke three points ah
helpful message.

And | think it was the closest governor

What was it, 1.7?

2.9.

Oh,2.9?

2.9, | think.
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en a | ot of

Well, 2.9 is not bad. [Shaferlaugl®&jo t her eds be
l'y what, 0.37?

that. Tom Bradleydés was on

Yeah. You were not married then. Ahdavhich is some/hat unusual, | guess.
Most candidates tended to be married.

Except Grover Cleveland. [laughing]

And James Buchanan.

Oh, 1 didndot know about James Buchanan.
Yeah, he was a bhelor.

And he founded the Democratic Convention, you know.

Grover Cleveland?

He started the idea of the Democratic Conventia.l thought Buchanan did
maybe he did.'l candét remember.

Oh, he was mayor of Buffalo. |l 6m from B
Oh, thatdéds why.

[laughing] But anyway, to come back to my quesdicand there were, rumors
were spreading that you were gay.

Yeah.
And Alioto at one point said you were e
the closet and debate, 0 kind of hi dden

1 The first Democratic National Convention is said to have developed among President Andrew
Jacksonb6s AKitchen Cabinet, 0 and was promoted
convention was held on May 21, 1832.
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05-01:44:42

Brown: That was a concern, at that time. Obviously.

05-01:44:46

Shafer: Howd what kind of concern?

05-01:44:49

Brown: What do you mean whatkindodan ot wi nni ng, thatads all.
concern in this race, okay? Dondét get a
putting it a little too bluntly, but this was not a time whewg g&s a popular topic.
In fact, when | met with some gay activists in San Francisco, we met in the
basement, and it was a very quiet meeting. Nobody knew about it. This was not in
the mainstream, not even in the Democratic mainstream. So we figured Alioto
would play that, and you imagine in the wetake scenarios, that this could be a
probl em. That @swhaadahyouddabowi?u try to

05-01:45:47

Shafer: And you thought that could be like a deal killer, or something, with voters?

05-01:45:51

Brown: A dealkiller. No, this is about an i mage, whic
hell I am, hear and read about things, and they either like me more or like me less,
and vote. Thatdés the way the system wor
some vogrs, not a trait that would incline them to vote yes.

05-01:46:11

Shafer: And how did your campaign counteract that?

05-01:46:13

Brown: Well, there was no way to counteract it. Oh, we could go throw stuff at Alioto,
and they did some primitive oppositioesearch. | mean pathetic compared to
what they do today.

05-01:46:36

Shafer: What did they have?

05-01:46:41

Brown: They have all of these campaign reports and stomeghing, not like it is today,
where they go back and get property tax reabridsvas utterly amateurish. And
so you had theookstory on Alioto.

05-01:47:01

Shafer: That was sort of implying that he ai

05-01:47:04

Brown: Moretti had certain deals. Why did he get this contribution from the racing
people, or what about this? | know after the campaign, at that UC symposium,
Quinn and maybe Maul lin, but certainly
haddbssi ers, and we were going to do this
public records, that we didndét wuse, in

what was it? You look at all that reseadchthrew it all away, years latérbut
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t her eds neoAnd evwendliotd wihatsrithere? He won the suit against
Look So that was that. | think they overstated that case, that Tom did, for
whatever reason, because news is always a little bit exaggerated. | always notice,
like an AP story, you say somethingthhas certain qualifications. But then when

the AP translates it, 1tds sharper. Il t 6
get the news. Youbve got to get the min
Chicago, a very hot town. It was very toughtome mayor, and so th

the way it was.

And there was the other probléngoing negative has its own risks, because there

are all these people that liked Alioto. | mean, he got 18 percent, and Moretti only

got about 11 [percent], | think, sothegew en 6t t hat much of a t
wasnoét t hatdnowtaday, youadkesomething, and if you have

enough money, you make a mountain out of a mole hill. Or as some people say,

you take a thread and you weave adriand that can be done, a lalNg Horton.

So you dondét need a story that carries

| ot of damage. But we didndét have that
sophistication. We had an agreement on not spending, so we were not spending a
lotofmoney. No sides were. Things just wer
Peopl ethinki depytcoul d spend all this much |

they shouldgiveall this much money.

05-01:49:58

Holmes: Governor , by rutnimgin 1974 nie DgmoaradicrParty, the one you
grew up seeing, that your father operated in, had splintered into a number of
different factions, or at least in comparison to perhaps what we observe

historically.

05-01:50:17

Brown: Wel | , I 6 nwas tactiong hefork. UntSouthern California, you had the
Stevenson/Paul Ziffren crowd, and you had the Unruh/Carmen Warschaw
group you had different elements.

05-01:50:32

Holmes: The Burtons in San Francisco.

05-01:50:34

Brown: They came a little latr, but yeah.

05-01:50:37

Holmes: In running this campaign, how did you overcome some of these factions? Was
that part of the calculation, or were you just running your campaign and seeing
where the chip$

05-01:50:50

Brown: More of the latter. What dgou do about that? You just avoid dividing people by
saying things that divide peopl e. Thato
funny, speak with a forked tongue. They
who, if in one room, would probably fightith eachotheiSo i f youdr e onl
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going to get one group, thatoés not pol.i
But the less glorious route, of majoritarian elections and governance, is something
else again.

Would you say that ivas more or less difficult in 1974 to do that than say, to
speak from, again, your own experience, in 19707

19707 It was easier. Well, it was easier for me. What are you trying to compare?

Just to see the changeentime, sir. Would you say that there were more factions
to navigate in 1974, than perhaps in earlier times, in the Democratic Party?

Uh, |l &m not sure. You had building trad
regopnabnort h and south, wurban and rural. I
a lot more fragmented toddyand wearemor e fr agment ed. Mul ti
breaking up intortbes. | always thought when Timothy Leary had the Human Be

I n at the Polo Grounds, in 1967, said s
retribalize. And | said, you know, ther
retribalizing ever since. [laughter] Thads t he way | saw it. Bu
in 674. What was bad, for a Democrat, w
Now in 0674, | dondédt know exactly why th
mood. You know, look at these states, like Alata or Missouri. Missouri used to

elect a | ot of Democrats, and then they
moods take over. We used to have a Democratic governor in Utah, and today

youdd find that not | ikely. GeatarSpe Mc Go

the mood is not st adbHamk,Godathede lifpamddeathi c s i s
questions. You know, Shiites and Sunnis, or Hutus and the Tutsis.

| mean those things end u@iror the Bosnians, Muslims and the Sérllsmean
t hat 6 s wa rofsatisfactory t8ab oui pblifics hawve a certain banal

quality, a certain rubbed off the edges
alternative. If everybody is going to go to the barricades, saying my issue is life
anddeathwe l | , that modawmd lydwe @ot ytoawdbve go
politics is more of a game than that, a
government that is accepted as legitifdase least it has up until now. How long

that | asts, thatdés another question.
But so, 16 7dtbenisSue was hot thekfragmentation of the Democratic

Party. The issue was the emerging majority of the Republican Party, as well
described by Kevin Phillips, and earlier described in the analysis of the 1964

election in California by Howard Elinsoa,nd | t hi nk i n his PhD
sure youb6re aware of. [l aughter] He wro
Mi chael Ber man, Howard Bermanés brother

heard of, that talked about the importance of what thiégdctne SouthGate
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Democrat, and that they were for some economic issues the Democrats were

associated with, but they didnoé6t |ike t
Ward where the guys working on buildings wore their American flags, and they

ddndot | i ke the antiwar protestors. So th
wasno6t the big division in 674. 1t was

favored the Republican, the conservative view of things.

| want to ask ya a question about post elecifso you win by about 3
percentage points r oudNéw York Times Magadzineer e 6 s
where you told your father, #Al al most |

That was Mr. [Ricbdardh Reeomplbst guogtet e.

What 6s the complete quote?

The complete quote is something to the effectthabether | said it before or
afterward® | won because of my father, and | almost lost because of my father.

Sotat 6s the point. But Reeves had a theo
a very unlikable politician. He had kin
to him since then, and heds a pretty go
father/son, thatikn d of Fr eudi an ontlere aradifferenees. | don

But | meant it, and | can remember saying that. | was a little surprised when they
viewed it that way. | was trying to be a little ironic, and a little-gefbrecatory, if
you really listena the idea. That the name certainly was a big factor of getting

there, so thatodos what | was saying. |t
Maybe it was just the Democratic ideas. Those issues that Flournoy could jump
on, which weres.similar to Reagand

About big government?

It isndt big government, ités bloated
Trumpian, that is some of the same th
hard all day, and then they loak other people that are not working as hard, and
thereds resent ment t & andthereisSear,ofbgnd t hen
government, when government is into everything. | mean | think this is not an
illegitimate concern, and that | share that concemean this rush to

Institutionalization is not something that excites me.

g
ou

What do you mean by that?

Wel | |, thatdés to get your c-gBervicl just as
bureaucracy, to be shaped by ensliegerchanging rules, as opposed to being
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brought up in your family or your neighborhood. They want to get it in the

institution, and then they want to measure, according to many metrics, and they

want to put it in a computer called CALPADS [Californiangitudinal Pupil

Achievement Data System], and that data will follow you, every year, until after

you graduaté and probably beyond, to see how successful your later life has
been, and they can then judge preschool
endl ess sums of money, unt i | t hereds a
the programs back.

Thatdés why maybe | | i ked mMO@OMme swerlolo,] i meqr e
taking care of our Kkids. o Not everybody
goverrmend i t 6s a dangerous i dea. Maybe in S
very small, homogeneous culture. But in a culture of great difference, trying to

run everything through the government macimen d may be it és bett

think it is. | was broughup differently. In our Catholic school, we were on the

lookout for the government, the secularism, and we wanted to be in a good

Catholic school where we learn the truth, as opposed to those other places. So |

have a little bit of thatis and them  We $ wieat isithat, yeah, that us and then
thereds the world, and the world is thi
a little bit of how | frame that in my mind.

So yeah, first of all, government costs a hell of a lot of money. And to do

everythirg would také will take massive tax increases. And we know every time

you do that, it works for a whil e, but
| abor governments in England; they dono
they dondét beamment|l aboFrgonee. And they
government in Spain unt.il six months ag
we donodét have a | abor government in Br a
why, | think, keeping within certain boundas@eand that makes it hard because
certainly today, unli ke 674, the demand
If totally embraced and financed, would requirassivencreases in taxes, even
though peopl e say | u8 andthdmpee ap lcenh , waoawnldd nobt
that . It would never happen. But so the
Trump imaginary has things that will never happen, the Democrats have

somethin@ not similar, but analogous.

This is going to seeneally out of left field. But on election night, when you won,
there wad one of the performing groups was a barefoot Sufi choir from
Berkeley. 0And | 06m just

Yeah, the Sufi Choir.

Yeah, whad who were they?
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| 6d met them befor@l 6imbmnitertreséeéededni nh
So their bare fedt have you ever seen, been to, never been to a dance show?

Have you been to an Indian dance show, usddihdian from India, they often

have bare feet? Iguess hat 6 s not wunusual

Yeah, in Hawaiian dancing they do that too.

The Sufis are a very exuberant, colorfu
the eleventh or twelfth century, and | cam@® contact with Sufism, and | found

it interesting, and | met the choir. [William] Allaudin [Mathiéuihe head of it, |

put on the Arts Council. Hebs quite a g
yeah, and | liked the sound of it.

| guess | asked @&@bout it because Iitds n

Wel | , id tl dosld have hat & jazz band, | suppose. But if you ask me, |
would rather listen to the Sufi Choir.

Exactly, and it signaled that you were a diffedend of candidate, | think. And
you mayd you may reject that notion.

| also had a big sign on the wall that s#ide Quod AgisDid you know that?
No.

't was a bi g ban nofthe OalkdanddMilitary Gchodlsandt he s o
that 6s what t hewggequadadsd ti mattése tnhoesilttialtiear
pronunciation. And what that means is d
doing. So youdre drinking a mppmgon of wa
table for emphasi s] | f youddethapThé¢ t i ng d
same with all these other things.

What does that meénwhat did that say about governing?

Well, it says more about I iving, which
doing, and dondét be so divided and scat
difficult in a scattered world.

And was that a conscious thing, or was that) knowd ?
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It was my i dea. 't wasndt Tom Quinnds i
Jackds idea. |l i ked the Sufi Choir. In
doing Sufi dancing. | liked it. | likedl jai rom is what theywere singing, and they

would keep repeating that, so thatos al

So you say it was your idea, and you thought it was a good g ?

First of all, |l won, and | <could do it.
mydique, a certain spirit. | am aware of the oppressive banality of the everyday

politics, the repeating of the same speech, the performing. And now we have this

later stuff about how everybody is so great and amazing, which is very

unhistorical. Peopledidnt t al k about how everybody w
There was a little bit of praise, but nothing like the sygraise we get today. So
thatdés a fresh, human, artistic, real p
way | would do itAnd | had then there at my prayer breakfast too. In the

Chronicle the greaChronicle with all its multiculturalism, seemed to be

shocked. But that shows a certain intolerance and a certain lack of understanding

of different cultures, so this would be an early exangélinsensitivity to a

different way of doingthings. t hought | 6d d¢hadaagposl a good
feeling, so | figured others would too. | think the sound was good. You should

listen to it on your phorée go check it out. [laughter]

Did you feel like you were pushing the envelope a little bit?

N o, no, because i

t a campaign, then i
anywhere, and it d

Is it surprising to you that here vaee, all these years later, talking about it?

Wel | , itds surprising odyeowaduxe trhebddy&sd
whobébve brought it up since 1974. I n fac
prayer breakfast, becaus®t was in the morning, so that fits in a little better with

the news cycle. But a campad@you know what happens in a campaign. The

returns start coming in at ten or eleven, so the Sufi Choir is after the newsies are

in bed. [laughing] | thought it woulde good for the people.

What do you mean?

Motivating the people there.
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Do they have instruments? What kind of instruments do they play?

They havesome nstr ument s.

Il t 6s

danci

203

ng.

Governor, we talked yesterday about the letter that you wrote to your father.

Yeah. Youbve got it?
Yeah, would you read it? Yeah.
Yeah, I think there i

want me to read it into the record, as it were?

Yeah, yeah.

Why?

Can we rea

S an

excerpt.

Well, because, in thend, this is goingtobe aproduéed t 6 s not
going to

you tal king. I t 6s

i 100 s

Will you have the Sufi Choir?

d

it

Oh,

going

be produced

Maybed we absolutely will. [background ltdang and commenting about the Sufi

Choir]

A

Theyodve got
hold of him.

The fact t hat

records,
He 6 s

n

t heyodr e

cal |
Sebas

[ Al laudin]

topol

barcef oot

Wi

I be

| never even thought of that. That never even came to my attention. And | think

thed barec hest ed, t hat
t .

That 6s clickbai

Early clickbait. [laughter]

was

what

t hey

mi g ht

t

M a

h
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Everybody is in the business of grabbing eyeballs t®dgyt to grab attention,

grabvoted s o t h e pYoupoltidacsiara alays trying to get votes. We
newsmed wedre only trying to get news. 0 So
[laughter]

|l tds symbiotic.

Anyway, thereds an anal o-geflectiborh and gome whi c h
reporters, thereds a guy tohaaywaymter e t al k
guy who wrote abodt | d o md&rtow i€l cam see this, oh yeah, with my

glasses.

[Side conversation deleted]

|l can edit this right now and tell you
whole thing? Letds see: [readi mgnto AThe
this: Where will you have the best opportunity of doing the most for God and

country, which two ends are necessarily the same? As senator, you would have

six uninterrupted years, untroubled by election entanglements, to devote to your

work. You woutl be the only senator, of the majority party, from the biggest state

in the union, if the population continues to grow at the present rate. If you are

really interested in national health insurance, and flood/calamity insurance, capital
punishment, and oén sundry plans that you have talked to me about in the past,
youdd do far more to further these ambi
wit, a senator. In my opinion, if you are ever to emerge from local pdlitigs

that | mean California politiés you will have to do it pretty soon. The question

you must answer is where can | do the most in solving these problems? Will | be

able to do more as a senator or as a governor? When you come right down to it, |
candét say much abou ptthatgau havgaadiity ta Godantd f ut
your neighbor and your religion, upon which your decision ought to be made in
accordance with. Please excuse inaccuracies in this brief analysis, as | have only
experienced them far away from the political scene. With,Iderry. P.S. My
advice; make a retreat, and ask Goddés h

Does that bring back any memories for you?
No. [l aughter] No, not really. heht 6s int

How old were you?

Eighteen or nineteen.






