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ESAPPORTIONUNT INITIATIVE PETITION
~~~~~~QUALIFIES:

018o00.-The initiative petition for the reapporto Senate has qualified, with thousands of stgn&is estimated that there will be an exoess of
24 _6!over the 204,672 required to,qualify the petition.
a00
petitionts qualifioation was reeilved Joyously by
the Citis
ittee amd all other proponente-of the measure
throughoute.
C. Je
erty, Seoretary of the Federation, stated that the
mere quail
of the petition is only the beginning in the fight
that labor 4nPm;gsng in upport of the Citizens' Committee for Equal
Representatt i the California State Senate, and that from now on it
will be neoelsn
for tho. members of the labor unions to intensify
ther ffort tm.ake thi oampaign a suooess.
:.hbe Chamber of Commroe, the Assooiated Farmers, the Farm
BureeMJhderation, have 41 unleashed a Well organlzed and systematio
campaJ roughout the state to disoredit the Senate reapportionment
idea,.
or will have to bear the main brunt of oounteracting
their a
Unions wot have not sent in their oontributions to
a campa, as voted by the last convention of the
help fin
Federation
erequestS to, do so at once. Considerable expenditures
have already
...made aSthe demands of the campaign will require
substantial o- of mon money, whioh -oan be met only as the unions

s"*pond,
A seoond
Committee for Esqua,

pof te lenator,3 published by the Citizens'
*spentatioA, is soheduled to appear rtly,
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with important and interesting material which will stress with greater foroe the need of reapportionment.

This publication has met with

enthusiastic response from hundreds of thousands of readers throughout the state of California. Any union which has not reoeived copies
of this publication should inform the Federation office at once.
000

LIFTING OF POWER BAN DOES NOT SOLVE
WATER AND POWER PROBLEM
(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.-Although all electric power restrictions

throughout northern and central California, with the exception of day-

light saving, were lifted on Monday, April 12, the solution to the
power and water problem for the citizens of California has not been
achieved.
The fight to sabotage the Central Valleys Projects is even more

intense than it was previously, with the PG&E playing the most pernicious role In opposing the development of further transmission lines.
This was evidenced by a report from Washington that James P. Black,

head of the PG&E, testified behind the House Appropriations Committeeb
iron curtain, the betting being that he opposed money for government

transmission lines, in spite of the acute power shortage experienoed
in California.
The House Appropriations Committee, unlike any other committee,

and in violation of the LaFollette-Monroney Act, operates in "'tyran-

nical secrecy."

This Act, which provides that all committee sessions

shall be open, is ignored by the House Appropriations Committee, whicl
holds only olosed sessions. The Act also provides that notice of

hearings, together with the subject to be discussed, shall be printed
in advance.
e

This is not complied with.

Thus, the Bureau of Reclamation's Commissioner Straus and other representatives, who will be permitted to testify at some later date, will not be in a position to
know the testimony submitted by Mr. Black and will therefore be unable
to counter it with the facts they have at their disposal.
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Another phase of the power shortage created by the monopolistic

and selfish praotices of the PG&E was the significant effect it had on
the employment and earnings of more than 5,000 factory workers in the
San Franoisoo Bay area in March, according to a release of the Department of Industrial Relations, headed by Paul Scharrenberg. The con-

clusion was based upon a sample survey of 746 manufacturing plants in
the area, whioh employ 88,000 wage and salary employees, of whom

68,000 are produotion workers.

"Thirty-nine of the plants employing

about 8 peroent of all production workers in the 746 establishments
reported ourtailment of operations because of the power shortage.

Thirty-one of these factories indicated they were forced to reduce
the work week by one day, and 2 plants cut out half-day Saturday work.
The other 6 plants either reduced hours per day or cut down their
working force."
Various industries were included in the 39 plants which were

surveyed.

These plants had a factory payroll of $280,000 in the mid-

week of Maroh, compared with $331,200 in the oorresponding week of

February.

The report points out:

"Average weekly earnings

of the factory workers in the 39

plants affected dropped from $62.04 in February to $53.17 in March.

Average hours worked per week fell to 34.9 in March from 40.7 in the
previous month. In the other 707 plants surveyed weekly earnings declined from an average of $59. 91 to $58. 81 in the corresponding

period, and average hours worked were reduced from 38.6 to 38.11'
The drop in the factory payroll as well as in the total man-

hours does not marly exhaust the effect on employment and earnings
suffered as a result of the power shortage, as this was only a sample
survey and did not cover more than the San Franoisco Bay

area.

The importance of fighting for the Central Valleys Projects
becomes more evident and impressive as a result of the recent power

shortage caused mainly and solely by the selfish policy of the PG&E.
000
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CENTRAL VALLEYS PROJECTS CONFERENCE TO CONVENE
APRIL 24, SACRAMENTO

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.-The Central Valleys Projects Conference
has called a convention for April 24, at Governor's Hall, State Fair
Grounds, Sacramento, opening at 10:00 a.m., and C. J. Haggerty, Secretary of the California State Federation of Labor has sent out a call

to all Central Labor Counoils to ask their affiliated unions to send
delegates to this important meeting.

The convention will consider the emergency facing the State of

California, which is considered to be very grave, and will endeavor to
work out a program that will put an end to further temporizing and

equivocation by those in authority in the development of cheap water
and power for the benefit of the citizens of the state.

This Oonference was formed some time ago for the purpose of

counteracting the drive of utility interests to sabotage the Central

Valleys ProJects. In view of recent developments, it was the concensue of opinion that this organization should be revived without any
further delay.

It will be essential to mobilize the citizens of California to
support the Central Valleys Projects and the Bureau of Reclamation's
program in its development.

The labor unions are directly concerned

with this important problem, as witnessed by the recent power shortage experienoed in northern and central California.

Unions are again urged to send delegates to this convention.
000

BLS LISTINGS OF CURRENT WAGES TO BE AVAILABLE MONTHLY

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--In response to numerous requests for
information on current wage movements, the Bureau of Labor Statistics
pointed today to the general availability of its most recent listings
of current wage changes. This information, similar to that which the
Bureau has compiled from time to time in recent years, is regularly
available on request.
The latest compilations relate to the period from the late
summer of 1947 through February 1948. It is the intention of the
Bureau to prepare similar materials regularly, on a monthly basis, beginning with March 1948.
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The listings for the period since the late summer of 1947 oover
wage adjustments instituted during the third year sinoe VJ-Dayr. The
listing is not intended to be exhaustivei Those wage -ohanges that
have come to the attention of the Bureau, and whioh appear to have
more than inoidental significance, have been included. The information has been derived largely from published sources and therefore the
Bureau cannot take responsibility for facts omitted from the published
accounts or for suoh errors as these accounts may contain. Despite
this limitation, the information has proved highly useful in providing
an indioator of wage movements during the periods covered by the listings.
The Bureau does not have full information concerning the extent
and nature of wage movements since the late summer of 1947. The bulk
of the wage changes which have come to the attention of the Bureau
during this period are increases ranging from 5 to 15 cents an hour,
with some adjustments falling below and above this range. These increases are, in many cases, the third since VJ-Day; in some instances,
however, they represent the seoond, and in others the fourth or fifth
inoreases. It is roughly estimated that by the end of February substantially less than one-third of organized workers had received as
many as three inoreases since the end of World War II.
000

AMERIOAN FEDERATION OF LABOR DECLARES UNION LABEL WEEK
(OFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--May 10 through May 16, 1948, has been
designated as UNION LABEL WEEK by the American Federation of Labor
and the Union Label Trades Department. It is urged that the unions
appoint a committee for the special purpose of giving the greatest
publicity during this week to union products and services.
Merchandisers who sell and manufacturers who make Union Label
produots should be urged to arrange special window displays, run advertisements in the local newspapers and make announcements over the
radio - all calling the public's attention to the fact that various
business conoerns display the Union Label and also that other business establishments designate their services by a Union Shop Card or
a Union

Button.

The Federation urges all of the unions to do their utmost to
publicize and make UNION LABEL WEEK an important episode in the history of the Union Label movement.
000

ONLY FEW DAYS LEFT TO REGISTER

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO. --APril 22 is the deadline to register for
those who have not already done so, in order that they may vote in the
June primaries.
The Federation stresses the importance of the unions getting
their members registered as voters for the June primaries. A check of
the membership should be made Immediately to asoertain those who have
not registered and persuade them to do so without delay.
000
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