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experience what really cheap public power means,

It is the Federation's belief that the Public Utilities Commission has the authority to proceed on the a&oove basis, and
refers it to Deering's Aots--6383--Section 13, paragraphs b and c,

Section 28, paragraph a et sequitur, and Sections 30, 31, 36, 60, 61,
64 and 65.

In our opinion, a study of these sections will clearly

establish authority for the Commission to act as suggested.

2.

That the Commission order the PG&E, as a public util-

ity of California, to comply with the Federal reclamation law which
requires priority and preference in power distribution for public
agencies, and insists that the company end its defiance of Congress
and of the people.

3.

That the Commission terminate the arbitrary alloca-

tions of power by a private company pulling switches when and where
it pleases, and that, instead, it assume full and immediate responsi-

bility.

The Federation wants a public agency in charge which will

recognize lega.l priorities of public agencies and establish proper
preferences, so that the farmers, laborers and industries shall not
suffer, while favored consumers continue in their use of power that
cannot be justified before the public in the face of the present

crisis.

SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS RENDERED BY CALIFORNIA
UNEMPLOYMIENT INSURANCE APPEALS BOARD
(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--A decision involving a claiinant for dis-

ability benefits has been held not valid because a certificate signed
by a doctor licensed to practice medicine in Washington, but not in
California, was offered by the claimant in support of a first claim
for disability insurance benefits.
The Appeals Board held that, according to the California state

law, it was never intended that a person not licensed as a physician
under California law should be authorized to execute the certificate

required by Section 252 of the Acta
follows:

The facts in the case were as
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The claimant temporarily left her work in Oakland on November 15,
1946 for an emergency visit to the state of Washington where she became disabled,

She returned to work March 11, 1947.

About December 23, 1946, the claimant filed a first claim for

disability insurance benefits in the Oakland office of the Department.
of Employment.

Prior to the issuance of a determination by the De-

partment, the claimant filed a new claim for disability insuranoe
benefits in March, 1947, which was back-dated to February 16, 1947.
The Department, on April 28, 1947, issued a determination which held

the first claim invalid because the claimant had not been examined by
or been under the care of a California licensed physioian.

Prior to her visit to Washington, the claimant was under the
care of a California physician for the same condition which resulted
in surgery.

The surgery, a hysterectomy, was performed in Washington

on December 27, 1946, by a physician licensed to practice in that

state but not in California.

The claimant left Washington on Febru-

ary 20, 1947, for her home in Oakland, where she again placed herself
under the care of her California physician, who signed a certificate

which the claimant filed in support of her second claim for disability

benefits.

The California physician stated that the claimant had been

under his care since he first examined her on October 29, 1946.

The whole essence of this precedent decision is that even though
a doctor licensed to practice in California signs a certificate for

treatment of a patient outside of the state, the applicant is ineligi-

ble for benefits because the doctor must be practicing in California.

This, in essence, would prevent anyone from obtaining benefits out of
the state except in one instance, as noted in Decision D-91, where
such a person would be in a veterans' hospital.

Another deoision issued by the Appeals Board, No. 4725, is also
precedent in its significance, as it provides that maritime workers

who receive a certificate of discharge from the Bureau of Maritime

Inspection are considered still employed unless their shipping
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articles have terminated their employment, and then If they at any
time return to the ship to work they are ineligible for benefits.
00..o.

SECOND LABOR CARAVAN TO DI GIORGIO STRIKERS
SCHEDULED MARCH 20

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Jaok Shelley, President of the California State Federation of Labor, will lead a labor caravan from northern California to bring relief to the striking Di Giorgio farm work-

ers on Saturday, March 20.

Trucks and. cars from northern California AFL unions will roll
into the lower San Joaquin Valley as a gesture of solidarity towards

the striking members of the National Farm Labor Union and Teamsters

Local 87.

The 1100 men and women, field and shed workers, on the 20thousand acre Di Giorgio Fruit Ranch have been on stri1se for six

months.

The Di Giorgio Corporation, backed by the Associated Farmers

of California, refuses to meet with the Union.

This is the seoond labor-relief caravan that the AFL has sent
to the farm strikers. The first, sent by the southern California

unions, was greeted by a counter-caravan of scabs in company trucks
who yelled and Jeered at the union members.

This time, "Life" and "Time" correspondents will be present when
the union caravan assembles, just off Highway 99, north of Bakersfield,
and prooeeds through the town and out to the Di Giorgio picket line.
Union men have been cautioned against untoward incidents. Labor officials are aware of the company's policy to start trouble by trying to
disrupt the picket line.

Liberal and religious groups have investigated the strike and
vigorously reported in favor of the Union. The Southern California
branch of the American Friends Service Committee has issued a very
effective report on the strike, and other organizations have done

likewise.
0. 0.0
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WESTERN STATES APPRENTICESHIP CONFERENCE WILL MEET AT
SONOMA MISSION INN, BOYES SPRINGS, MAY 10-14

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Californlia will act as host to the eleven
Western states at a conference on apprenticeship and other on-the-job
training at Sonoma Mission Inn, Boyes Springs, May 10-14. The eleven
Western states are cooperating wholeheartedly to make the conference
a sucoess and will send representatives P'rom management, labor, gov.ernment, veterans and civic organizations. Coordinators have been
appointed by the eleven governors to work on arrangements, and they
are being assisted by the Apprentice-Training Service and the State
Apprenticeship Council in each state. Paul Scharrenberg, Director of
Industrial Relations, was named by Goveznor Warren as California Coordinator.

There is a California Labor-Management Committee for the conferenoe, which has held several meetings and is helping to coordinate
arrangements on a statewide basis. AFL members on the Committee are:
C. J. Haggerty, Secretary of the Federation; Dan Del Carlo, Secretary,
San Franoisco Building Trades Council; and Thomas Rotell, Pacific
Coast District Metal Trades Council Secretary. Archie Mooney, Chief,
D. A. S., is ex-officio member and Secretary of the Committee.
The conference will be essentially one of labor and industry,
with government agencies doing much of the work of coordinating the
arrangements. Discussions by the various panels will center around
the leading industries of the expanding West: building and construction, graphic arts, iron and steel, light and power, lumber and saw
mills, manufacturing, metal trades, mining, service and distribution,
and transportation.

This, announoement, the Committee states, will serve as a preliminary invitation, and further information will be released from time
to time.
0.0.

CALIFORNIA STATE AGENCIES ANNOUNCE JOB OPENINGS

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Over three hundred auditing positions
with various agencies of the California State Government are to be
filled in the near future, it was learned today from State Personnel
Board officials.
Entrance salaries range from $220 to $310 monthly for these
positions, many of which will be with the State Board of Equalization,
the State Department of Employment, and the Franchise Tax Commission.
Applications which are postmarked no later than April 3 will be accepted, it was learned.
Application blanks may be obtained at offices of these agencies,
as well as offices of the State Personnel Board. Ml ail inquiries
should be directed to Worth McClure, Jr.,, State Personnel Board,
401 State Building, Los Angeles 12, California.
. 0 00.

REMINDER -- Register so that you can vote in the coming elections.
Make a check of yoiur union membevship, remi-nd them again
and again to register and to see that tlheir frienads and family are

registered,
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