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We feel that it is eminently right that these
materials are coming "home" to the Berkeley
THE BANCROFT LIBRARY is greatly honored to campus, for it was here, in 1890, that Professor
have been designated as the official repository Joachim Henry Senger of the University's Defor the historical records of one of the world's partment of German first proposed the formaleading conservation organizations, the Sierra tion of an association of those interested in
Club, and we are pleased to publicize the ar- mountain travel, to be known as a "Sierra
rival in the library of a large quantity of pic- Club." Founded in 1892 by Senger, Warren
torial materials, from among which we have Olney and John Muir, who became its first
selected the dramatic and pluvial illustration, president, a position he was to hold until his
reproduced below. That the Club's records death in 1914, the organization from the outset
will prove an invaluable research collection is drew much of its strength from the faculties
without doubt, for this is an archive rich in and students of the neighboring universities,
source material for the history of our national California and Stanford. The Club's first secreparks and forests, in particular, and of the con- tary was William Dallam Armes, Professor of
servation of our natural resources, in general. English at Berkeley, and among the initial di-
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elers on the Western Frontier by the University
of Illinois Press.
The Bancroft's pre-eminent picture collections, whose acquisition and organization owe
much to the imagination and knowledge of
John Barr Tompkins, Head, Public Services,
provided the pictorial interest in a recent historical survey of California. California, Two
Centuries of Man, Land, and Growth in the Golden
State by W. H. Hutchinson has "Illustrations
selected and collated by John Barr Tompkins"
(American West PubHshing Company).
University Archivist J. R. K. Kantor noted
the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Regent
Phoebe Apperson Hearst in "The Best Friend
Staff in
Print
the University Ever Had," which appeared in
the first issue of California Monthly Journal.
MEMBERS OF THE Bancroft's staff have been Continuing to pursue his interest in the Amerprolific in contributing to the world of scholar- ican novelist Harold Frederic, Mr. Kantor also
ship beyond the confines of the library. We are published "Autobiography and Journalism:
pleased to note the following publications.
Sources for Harold Frederic's Fiction" in The
Professor Hart, since becoming Director in Serif and contributed to "Harold Frederic:
January of last year, has seen the publication of Supplemental Critical Bibliography of Sechis edition of Frank Norris' The Pit by the ondary Comment" in American Literary RealCharles E. Merrill Company, and of A Novelist ism. His review of the 1968 volume of The
in the Making, which includes the themes whichNational Union Catalog ofManuscript Collections
Norris wrote while a student at Harvard, by appeared in The American Archivist.
the Harvard University Press. His A Tribute to Willa K. Baum's "how-to" manual, Oral
Edwin Grabhorn and the Grabhorn Press was
is- for the Local Historical Society, originally
History
sued by the Friends of the San Francisco Public prepared for the Conference of California HisLibrary.
torical Societies, was reprinted by the AmerAssociate Director Robert H. Becker's eager- ican Association for State and Local History.
ly awaited Designs on the Land: Disenos of CaliMrs. Baum and Amelia Fry collaborated on an
fornia Ranchos and Their Makers was published
article, "A Janus Look at Oral History," for
by The Book Club of California, which had The American Archivist, and Mrs. Fry published
earlier issued his California Rancho Disenos. Mr.
"Persistent Issues in Oral History" in the JourBecker also "edited and cartographically in- nal of Library History. For this same journal,
terpreted" Thomas Christy s Road Across the
Ruth Teiser wrote an article entitled "TranPlains, issued by Fred Rosenstock's Old West scriber's Fancies," and, in collaboration with
Publishing Company in Denver.
Catherine Harroun, produced Printing as a PerDale L. Morgan, Bancroft's indefatigable forming Art, based on interviews with outscholar and editor of the guides to its manu- standing typographers of the Bay region, for
script collections, added another to his long list The Book Club of California.
of books: In Pursuit of the Golden Dream: Reminiscences of San Francisco and the Northern and
Southern Mines, 1849-1837 (Western HemiRose is a Rose
sphere, Inc.). His paper "Western Travels and
Travelers in The Bancroft Library," originally THE STATEMENT IN The Autobiography of Alice
delivered at a conference at Southern Illinois B. Toklas, "As I am an ardent californian and
University in February, 1968, has been printed as [Gertrude Stein] spent her youth there I have
often begged her to be born in California but
with the papers of other participants in Tray

rectors was President David Starr Jordan of
Stanford.
In the University Archives we have found a
letter written on September 21st, 1914, to
President Benjamin Ide Wheeler by William
E. Colby, then serving as the Club's secretary,
requesting the use of Hearst Hall for a stereopticon exhibition. President Wheeler replied, in
part: "I am glad to be able to tell you that it
will be available for the worthy purposes of
the Sierra Club. . .." Patrons of The Bancroft
Library will soon be able to examine the documentation of these "worthy purposes."
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she has always remained firmly born in Allegheny, Pennsylvania," reveals not only Miss
Toklas' but Miss Stein's great affection for her
home in the Bay area. How appropriate it is
then that Gertrude Stein's long correspondence
with a one-time Berkeley student, Ralph
Church, should at long last become a permanent addition to The Bancroft Library's collection of Stein material. Two more "ardent
Californians," Mr. and Mrs.Walter A. Haas,
long-standing friends of the University of California, have made possible this valuable gift.
The Stein-Church correspondence has not
yet been fully arranged for use, but a survey of
the letters reveals something of its breadth.
Gertrude Stein first became interested in philosophy when she studied under William
James at Radcliffe. Her letters to Ralph Church,
whom she met when he was on his way from
Berkeley to Oxford to study for a doctorate in
philosophy, show that her interest in philosophy continued with considerable intensity all
her life. She occasionally reveals the depth of
her introspective nature when she describes her
reactions to Church's various articles and to
his dissertation. She also relates periods of contemplation made possible when she had retired
to the French countryside for a rare, quiet
summer.
A lighter side of Gertrude Stein's nature is
reflected in a large number of notes and letters
to Church's mother, Mrs. Withington Church,
which recount the busy social life led by Misses
Stein and Toklas during the 1920's and '30's.
There are also glimpses of Gertrude Stein's
trip to the United States in the 1930's, and of
her literary and publishing activities during
this period.
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preserved in sealing wax on a number of the
envelopes in the collection. Miss Stein's penmanship was notoriously bad, but the abundance of letters in the Church collection makes
it possible for the reader to become accustomed
to her hand. More importantly, one can see the
changes in her handwriting as the decades pass;
the only effect of aging seems to be an increase
in the size of her letters.
Other letters in the collection round out the
picture of Gertrude Stein's activities. Several
from Alice B. Toklas give an impression of her
role in stabilizing the everyday details in the
life of the busy writer. Another letter from a
visitor who saw Miss Stein just four months
before her death in 1946 reveals how active she
was to the last.
Fourth

Dakin

Lecture

"THREE APPROACHES to the Art of the West"

served as the topic for the fourth Susanna
Bryant Dakin lecture, presented before 200
guests in The Bancroft Library on the evening
of November 20th. Supported by a gift of Mr.
and Mrs. Jake Zeitlin, the series honors the
memory of Mrs. Dakin, long-time member of
the Council of the Friends.
The three speakers were Joseph Armstrong
Baird, Lecturer in Art at the University of California's Davis campus; Alfred Frankenstein,
Curator of American Art in the University's
new art museum; and John Reps, Professor of
Architecture at Cornell University. The talks
were illustrated by slides made from items in
the Honeyman Collection of Western American Art, purchased, in part, by the Friends for
the library in 1964. In large part, the impetus
for this purchase derived from the enthusiasm,
persistence and plain hard work of Mrs. Dakin.
Preceding the lectures themselves, a portrait
of Herbert Eugene Bolton, described elsewhere in this issue, was presented to the library,
and following the program refreshments were
served by members of the staff.

Jose Lopez
Ugara
The famous "Rose is a rose is a rose is a rose"
device (shown above) appears on a large num- THE PAPERS ofJose Lopez Ugara, diplomat and
ber of the letters, in several styles, and is also soldier, whose career spanned a tumultuous
[3:

period in Mexican history, have recently been
purchased by The Bancroft Library. The collection nicely complements the papers of Jose
M. Mugarrieta, purchased by the Friends in
1969 and described in the April, 1969 issue of
Bancroftiana.
Ugara served as Mexico's representative in
Berlin in 1854, and in the early 1860's he promoted the cause of Benito Juarez. With the
ascension ofMaximilian and Carlota, however,
he became a loyal supporter of the new regime,
only to find his political career at an end with
the downfall of the empire. In 1873, after the
election to the presidency of Sebastian Lerdo
Tejeda and the granting of general amnesty,
Ugara was once again in his government's
service, now in Guatemala.
Following the installation of Porfirio Diaz as
president, Ugara moved to San Francisco and
during his residence at 1250 California Street
he conducted a voluminous correspondence
aimed at rehabilitation as a Mexican citizen
and the securing of the post as Mexican consul
in San Francisco. The collection includes a
number of letters from Placido Vega, who
later in life also became a member of San Francisco's Mexican emigre colony; Vega's own
papers have been in the Bancroft for some
years. The situation of these exiles is illuminated by a letter from Diaz, 11 January 1881,
in which the president notes that he is personally well disposed toward Ugara, but is unable to arrange for his return to Mexico because
the matter must be decided by the congress.
Along with Ugara's papers, the library has
gained itsfirstportrait of Zelia Nuttall, whose
works on indigenous Mexican cultures are well
represented in the Bancroft's catalogue. There
is also an undated letter signed by Zelia Nuttall
Pinart, written during her marriage to Alphonse Pinart, writer and transcriber of many
historical and anthropological studies for Hubert Howe Bancroft.

Ina Coolbrith in the '60's

Coolbrith an assistant editor, and Stoddard a
popular contributor. The three were closely
associated, socially as well as professionally. As
writers they were just emerging into prominence, and the Overland days were, for each of
them, exciting, happy times. Both Harte and
Stoddard left San Francisco, however, to pursue literary fame elsewhere, while Miss Coolbrith remained, her literary ambitions curbed
by family obligations.
The Bancroft Library has notable collections
of papers for all three of these authors, and its
holdings for two of them have been considerably augmented recently with the purchase of
additional Coolbrith papers from her grandniece, Mrs. Ina A. Graham, and the gift of
Stoddard material from Dr. Albert Shumate.
The two collections dovetail nicely in presenting a poignant account of the later years of the
two poets.
Stoddard, after leaving San Francisco, enjoyed considerable literary success, yet economic necessity compelled him to accept teachTwo-thirds
of a
Trinity
ing posts at Notre Dame and at Catholic
IN THE EARLY DAYS of the Overland Monthly, the University of America. He loathed teaching,
magazine was largely dominated by Bret confessing to Ina in one letter, "For thirteen
Harte, Ina Coolbrith and Charles Warren hellish years I lectured at the Catholic UniverStoddard, who came to be known as the sity and at the very last lecture I gave there I
"Golden Gate Trinity." Harte was editor, Miss was as scared as I was on thefirstoccasion."
[4]

He returned to California in 1903, settling from her recent correspondence with Dr. John
eventually in Monterey, a city he found no Barr Tompkins of the Bancroft's staff.
longer to his liking.
I am happy to be able to identify this
It has become within the last year the
photograph from the 1890's, since at the
abomination of desolation. . . . All that
moment I have been working on an old
once made this old town the delight and
album pertaining to this period on Kauai,
the despair of poets, artists and Bohemians
Hawaii, and can verify the correctness of
has been wiped out. Repose died with the
my identification & the greater part of the
Spanish element. Now all is noisy confuphotograph which was probably taken in
sion or vulgar commonplace.
the garden of Francis Gay of Makaweli,
Work was Stoddard's salvation, helping to
Kauai. Dr. Dugald Campbell had been at
ease his lonely life, and he continued to write,
Waimea for the greater part of the 1890's
largely verses and articles for Sunset, Pacific
as physician for the Waimea district, but
Monthly and other magazines. In his last letter
left with his wife and two young sons at
he lamented:
the turn of the century for his native ScotI begin to think that I shall write no more.
land. . . . Standing on the right is Eliza
The gift has left me: the pitcher is broken
Gay Welcker, sister of Francis Gay. It may
at the fountain: the spring is dry. I have
be of interest to add that she lived for
stuff enough for a half-dozen vols.—but
many years in Berkeley (1900-1947) at
the market is flooded and I'm a back
the "Cedars" on Oxford Street....
number.
From time to time we shall select other such
His death in 1909 was a cruel blow to Ina; unidentified photographs for inclusion in these
he had been the only one left from that happy pages, and shall hope that others of our readers
past. In the intervening years she had worked may be similarly helpful.
as a librarian for the Oakland Public Library,
the San Francisco Mercantile Library, and the
Collection
Bohemian Club, at the same time overseeing Koundakjian
the education of her orphaned nephew and
niece. The disastrous fire and earthquake of A MAJOR LIBRARY of native American humor
1906 left her homeless and destitute, all her of the 19th century, collected by the Berkeley
possessions and manuscripts destroyed. These bibliophile, Theodore Koundakjian, was purdifficult years were marked by declining health chased by the library last Spring. The enthusiand the loss, one by one, of the friends from asm of the staff was strengthened by that of
the '6o's and '70's—Harte, Stoddard, Twain, members of the faculty who warmly endorsed
Miller and Bierce. Volumes of poetry con- the acquisition. Consisting of more than 600
tinued to appear, however, and in 1915 Cali- volumes, the collection includes works by
fornia honored Miss Coolbrith by naming her Charles Leland, one of the most important
its first poet-laureate. She died in 1928 at the writers of American folklore of this period, the
age of eighty-five, the last member of the Almanacs of Davy Crockett, and a run of the
exceedingly scarce periodical, Spirit of the
famed San Francisco literary frontier.
Times. Further, it contains a very large selection of humorous works by less widely-known
The Garden
of Francis
Gay authors, many of whom have been neglected
in the standard studies of American humor.
IN THE MARCH, 1970 issue of Bancroftiana we Thus, at one stroke, the Bancroft has notably
published an unidentified family photograph strengthened its resources for the study of both
in the hope that one of our readers might be social and literary history.
Even before the materials had been fully
able to supply us with information concerning
time, place and persons. Miss Isabel B. Faye of catalogued, one of the volumes provided a
Berkeley has provided just such facts as we long-missing clue for the editors of the Mark
needed, and we are happy to quote in part Twain Papers. In his notebook [no. 15] for
[5:

1880, Mark Twain wrote "Gnaw afile& flee come a major resource collection for historto the mountains of Hepsidam." Persistent re- ians, city planners, architects and urban geogsearch by the editorial staff could not uncover raphers. These large (folio and double folio)
either the source or the meaning of this note. volumes contain maps of urban areas with the
There was a distinctly Biblicalflavor,but why unusually large scale of 1 inch to 50,100 or 200
were there no references in the Bible to "Hep- feet. Every building in the city is shown, and
sidam?" And, what did "Gnaw a file" mean? information concerning type of construction
Was it perhaps some kind of word-play? If so, and number of dwellings is included.
was it Mark Twain's word-play or someone
The Bancroft's volumes range in time from
else's?
an 1883 edition for Stockton to one of OakAn examination of the Koundakjian cata- land, corrected to 1965. Among cities reprelogue, however, revealed the existence of a sented in the collection are Alameda, Berkeley,
book written by G. W. Bagby, A Week in Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San
Hepsidam: Being the First and Only True Account
Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Everett and
of the Mountains, Men, Manners and Morals
Spokane in Washington. Not only major cenThereof, which had been published a year be- ters, but also such smaller cities as Nevada City
fore Mark Twain's note had been made. As in California, Astoria and Baker in Oregon,
this title included thefirstmention of "Hepsi- and Cordova and Ketchikan in Alaska are indam" outside of the notebook, considerable cluded. As the library is always interested in
excitement was engendered. An examination acquiring volumes with variant correction
of the volume itself (actually a pamphlet) dates, we are pleased to learn that the Sanborn
showed that (i) the work was a political satire Map Company's San Francisco office will soon
on the state of Virginia, (2) "Hepsidam" was a be transferring additional volumes to the
fictive name for Virginia, (3) a character in Bancroft.
this satire named Peyton Page spoke the words:
"They shall gnaw afile,and they shallfleeunto
Portrait
the mountains of Hepsidam . . . ," and (4) by Bolton's
an obscure and perhaps arbitrary system of
symbolism "file" referred to a Virginia legislature "Funding Bill."
The long-puzzling expression appeared
among a list of works which Mark Twain was
considering for publication in his Library of
Humor, and it was apparent that he had at one
time considered publishing all or part of Bagby's satire in his anthology. The discovery of
Bagby's work in the Koundakjian Collection
has helped the Mark Twain Papers to solve a
problem of annotation, add another title to the
list of Twain's library, and demonstrate once
again that Mark Twain's familiarity with
southern and southwestern humorists was remarkably broad.
Herbert E. Bolton
Sanborn

Insurance

Maps
HERBERT EUGENE BOLTON, w h o served as Di-

WITH A RECENT GIFT of some fifty volumes by rector of The Bancroft Library from 1916

the Hartford Insurance Group, The Bancroft until his retirement in 1942, has been memorLibrary's holdings of Sanborn Insurance Maps ialized, on the occasion of the centennial of his
of cities of the western United States has be- birth, by an oil portrait presented to the library
K

by the Friends, together with members of the
Bolton family. Created by the Spanish artist
Juana Lazcano, the painting, reproduced here,
now hangs above the reference desk in the
Bancroft's reading room.
In his remarks prepared for the Friends
gathered for the fourth Susanna Bryant Dakin
lecture, Director Emeritus George P. Hammond recalled his predecessor's career—
The Bancroft Library became literally
Bolton's home. Here he gathered about
him promising young men and women,
and by his own inspiration and example,
sent them out on their own careers,
whether in teaching, business, or the professions. His vision of the significance of
Spanish-American history, of the contributions of Spain and Portugal to the culture of the New World, became the
dominant force in his life. His courses reflected this deep interest. He created the
famous and popular course, "History of
the Americas." His writings, like his teaching, dealt with this subject and area. His
point of view was not provincial, but
broad and universal. His pioneering studies in "The Borderlands" of Mexico and
the United States prepared the way for the
scholars of the coming generation to carve
out their own areas of specialization in
this greatfieldto which he had shown the
way.
Desiderata

in Wheat, published as volume 2 of The Complete Works of Frank Norris. New York, P. F.
Collier & Son, 1905.
Should any of these be available to the Bancroft, please communicate with Miss Patricia
Howard, by letter or telephone (642-3781).
We wish to thank those of our readers who
have responded generously to our past requests, for the library has been enriched by
their gifts.
Oral

History

Colloquium

THE BANCROFT'S Regional Oral History Office,
in conjunction with UCLA's Oral History
Office, hosted the Fifth National Colloquium
on Oral History, held at Asilomar on the Monterey peninsula in mid-November. For the 160
oral historians gathered for workshops and
seminars, a high point was the address by
Louisiana University's Professor T. Harry
Williams, who discussed his use of the oral history method in his Pulitzer Prize winning
biography of Huey Long.
Members of the ROHO staff gave of their
time and expertise in several ways. Amelia
Fry, director of ROHO's Earl Warren Project,
was instructor in the interviewing process for
the pre-conference workshop, while Ruth Teiser acted as official photographer. Harriet
Nathan held a group session on tape recording
the histories of institutions, a technique she had
put to good use as coordinator for the series of
interviews dealing with the history of the University of California. Although Willa K.
Baum's two-year term on the National Council of the Oral History Association expired at
the time of the colloquium, ROHO's representation on the Council is continued by the
election of Mrs. Fry as secretary.

As the major repository for Frank Norris
materials, The Bancroft Library would like to
complete its holdings of the English first editions of Norris' works. The following titles are
being sought—
Shanghaied. London, Grant Richards, 1899. (Published in the United States as Moran of the LadyThe
Saga
Letty).
Blix. London, Grant Richards, 1900.
of American
Society
A Mans Woman. London, Grant Richards, 1900.
The Octopus. London, Grant Richards, 1901.
ONCE OR TWICE in a generation of scholarship
The Pit. London, Grant Richards, 1903.
workOld
appears which may be called seminal,
A Deal in Wheat and Other Stories of the Newa and
for from it derives a whole newfieldof study.
West. London, Grant Richards, 1903.
The Joyous Miracle. London, Harper, 1906.
One such landmark was Dixon Wecter's The
The Third Circle. London, John Lane, 1909.
Saga of American Society (1937). Long out ot
We should also like to find The Pit; A Deal print, the Wecter book has now been reissued
[7]

in a handsome format by Charles Scribners'
fessor Slate you met a human with a red
Sons, with an introduction by the novelist
beard, large Adam's apple, and big goldLouis Auchincloss.
rimmed spectacles perched on his head
Upon the book's initial publication, Howard
Professor Slate had devised a machine by
Mumford Jones wrote in the Atlantic for
which the weight of the earth could be
January, 1938: "Mr. Wecter's volume is the
determined. It was a system of tubes, refirst serious attempt to chronicle the rise and
torts, hoses, and what appeared to be odds
fall of the Four Hundred and of those decimal
and ends.... He called it a Barodik.... In
fractions of the great republic outside of New
the course of years thousands of letters
York City which tread on less enchanted
have reached me asking how I ever hapground. It is an amusing, rich, and juicy chronpened to get started on my line of drawing
icle, starred with pungent anecdote and enstrange-looking inventions designed to
riched by the sardonic comment of its author."
perform commonplace but annoying tasks,
The Saga of American Society was Wecter's such as catching a mouse or getting an
first book; he went on to write The Hero in
olive out of a long-necked bottle. Well,
America, which is also scheduled to be repubthe inspiration was Freddy Slate's Barodik.
lished soon. At the time of his premature death
Perhaps this is a prime example of art imitatin 1950, Dixon Wecter was editor of the Mark ing nature; it was the start of an unparalleled
Twain Papers, now an integral part of The career in American journalistic art, one which
Bancroft Library. It is good, indeed, to have was brought to a close only last month with
these works back in print, so that a whole new Goldberg's death in New York City at the age
generation of readers may derive both pleasure of 87. Now the University Art Museum and
and knowledge from them.
The Friends of The Bancroft Library are presenting "Rube Goldberg: Memorial Exhibition—Drawings from The Bancroft Library,"
Rube
Goldberg
on view in the museum from January 19th
through February 28th. The materials are all
Memorial
Exhibition
from the collection of his original drawings
ONE OF THE FIRST graduate students on the which Goldberg presented to the Bancroft in
Berkeley campus in 1873 was Frederick Slate; 1964, upon the occasion of his sixtieth class
from 1875 until his retirement as Professor reunion.
Emeritus in 1918 he taught physics, including
a course in analytical mechanics. And one of Council
of the
Friends
his students in the latter class was Reuben GoldTheodore Meyer
berg '04. Recalling the educational experience J. S. Holliday, Chairman
Warren Olney III
at the University of California in the early DeWitt Alexander
Joseph M. Bransten
Mrs. David Potter
years of this century, Rube Goldberg wrote William Bronson
Harold G. Schutt
in 1968:
Henry Dakin
Albert Shumate
Analytic mechanics and Freddy Slate were Charles de Bretteville George R. Stewart
Norman H. Strouse
exactly suited to each other. In analytic Peter Haas
Mrs. Gerald H. Hagar Mrs. Calvin K. Townsend
mechanics you were introduced to the James
D. Hart
Mrs. Dixon Wecter
funniest-looking contrivances ever con- Mrs. John G.Hatfield George P. Hammond,
ceived by the human mind and in Pro- Warren Howell
Honorary
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