41, ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Francis A. Riddell

This report is concerned with that area of the western fringe of the
Groat Basin in Northeastorn California in which Honey Lakc is one of tho
ma jor physiographic features. To be more procise, it is the area claincd
by the ethnographic Honey Lake Paiute as their particular territory. This
territory is primarily one of sage desert, or a combination of juniper and

sage .

Restricted site surveys in this region since 1945 havo recsulted in the
recording of 115 sites; records are filed in tho office of thc University
of California Archacological Survey. Until July and August of this year
excavations have been limited to two caves and the recovery of a burial and
two crcmations from open sites. During tho months of July and August, 1955,
excavations, under direction of the writer, werc carriecd out in an opcn
sitc at Karlo, 15 miles north of Honcy Lake. Published roports of archaco-
logical work in Lassen County have been confincd to an article (Fonenga and
Riddell, 1949) on the cxcavation of Tommy Tucker Cavc.

The definition of the late archacological horizon for the rcgion has
toen aided considerably by ethno-goographic studies and by the oxcavation
of Tormy Tucker and Amedee Caves. Fron thosc excavations and the cthno-
geographical observations it has boen possiblc to place a number of thoe ar-
chacological sitos into the late period.

The artifacts rocoverod from Tommy Tucker Cave are of the recent Great
Basin tradition. The twined baskctry is similar to that from Massacre Lake
Cave, Nevada, as roported by Heizor (1942), from Loveclock Cave, Novada, as
roported by Loud and Harrington (1929), and from Catlow Cave in southeastern
Orcgon as reported by Cressmen (194%2). Tho twinod baskotry is also sinmilar
to modorn Achomawi, Atsugewi, and ospecially Klamath floxible twinod baskctry.
The specimens of coiled ware rosemble onc typo of Lovelock coil, i.c., coarse
3 rod triangular, and arc duplicated by modern Maidu, and to somec oxtent,
nodorn Washo ware. An incipient coiled basket with feather decoration is
like those found at Lovelock (Loud and Harrington, 1929, p. 68) and Humboldt
Caves, Nevada (Hoizer and Krieger, n.d.). Hoizor (1951, pp. 94-95) considers
the trait of maeking feathered baskets Californian in origin.

Bone and horn pondants from Tommy Tucker Cave have thoir countorparts
in Lovelock Cave, and an inciscd birdbone tube is similar to a spccimen fron
Lovelock Cave. The tubular bone beads from Potroglyph Point Cave No. 1
in Modoc County, California (Heizor, 1942), and Roaring Springs and Catlow
Cave No. 1 in south cast Oregon (Crossman, 1942) are likc those recovered
at Tommy Tucker Cavo. The dot-and-circle design on bone implements also
occurs at Loveclock Cave as woll as at Tormy Tucker Cave.

Fire drills and hecarths occur in sinmilar forms from Roaring Springs Cave,
Lovelock Cave, Massacre Leke Cave and Tormy Tucker Cave. The slow matches
from Tommy Tucker Cave are like those reportcd by Isabel Kelly (1932) for the
Surprise Valley Paiute, and for Etna Cave in southern Nevada (Whceler, 1942).
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The proJectile points from Tommy Tucker Cave fall into the small point,
or latc, tradition of Fonenge (1953), that is, the majority of the 43 projec-
tilo points recovered weigh betwcen O.4 and 3.5 grams. Only 4 projoctile
proints fall into the largo, or carlier, point tradition, with a modal charac-
tor of 9.0 grams and a minimal charactor of 4.5 grams. Additional ovidence
of tho use of tho bow is the finding of arrow fragments. Thc arrows havo
hardwood foreshafts, threc foathors, and occasionally thoy have hardwood
inscrts at thc nock onds. No evidence of the atlatl was found, unless the
4 larger points may bo takon as a suggestion of the proscnce of this weapon.

The following spocimens from Tormy Tuckor Cavc arc of rocent cthnograph-
ic occurrence, and whon not perishablc, are cormon to many of the open sitcs
as wecll: sagebrush bark sandals, twined and coiled baskotry, two typcs of
pine nut boads, Prunus sccd bcads, homatito lumps, flakec scrapors, bonc
pondants and hoad scratchors, tubular bird and marmal bone boads, bone awls,
six types of Olivella shcll beads, abalone shell ornamcnts, froshwatcr nusscl
shell ornamonts, firo hoarths and drills, hoof rattles, porcupinc quill braigd,
punice arrowshaft smoother, and the gill nct. It will bo noticed irmodiato-
ly that Tommy Tucker Cave did not yield manos, metates, mortars or postles,
although it did yield a quantity of broken animal bone. The reason for this
is not clear unloss tho great quantity of sharpened twigs tells us that thc
cavc was a place of rctreat at which timoc gambling was dono. Tho sharpcned
twigs might well have servod as elements for a form of tho stick game which
is known ethnographically in neighboring arcas.

Both Tommy Tucker Cave and nearby Amcdoc Cave wore known othnographical-
ly. Tho former was avoidod, whilo tho latter was lived in by one of the writ-
or's informants. Both caves, however, yiclded knives madc of scrap motal.
Anedcc Cave, in contrast to Tormy Tucker Cave, yielded a number of cached
netates and numorous menos. Of the 35 projectile points from this historic
cave sito none fall into Fenenga's large point tradition. Amcdce Cavo,
unliko Tormy Tucker Cave, yielded no bone or shell ornancnts exccpt for two
bonc boad fragments. In a sense the two caves complement ono another, but
show no groat ovorlap in types of cultural material. This probably cannot
bo construed as reprosenting any major temporal or cultural difference; it
nmight bc duc only to a differing function of the two caves.

With tho late archaeological horizon fairly wcll documented by tho
excavation of two caves in tho Honecy Lake rogion tho next quostion is what
do the projectilec point types not found in tho caves, but which occur on
many open sites, repreosent? The opportunity to answor this question has
been afforded by the excavation of a remarkably productive sitc in Sccrot
Valley, 15 miles north of Honoy Leke. This site, called the Karlo site,
or Las-7 in the UCAS files, is romarkable for this arca primarily becauso
it has morc. than a thin vencor of dcposit. The throe to four foet of cul-
tural deposit found at the Karlo sito is outstanding whon ono considors
that tho ordinary archacological sito in this region scldom has roro than
a fow inches of doposit. Sincc work at the Karlo sitec was complcted but
a short time ago thorc has been no opportunity to lay out and observe in
detail jJust what has been recoverod ovor tho 6 woek poriod of oxcavation.
Dospitc this handicap it is possiblc to proscnt some highlights of what has
been produced.

A total of 31 burials and 9 cremations wore recovered during the period
of our cxcavation. In scveral instances cromations wore in dircct association
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with the burials, demonstrating that two methods of interment were practiced.
Both adults and childron werc subject to the two methods of burial; in addi-
tion, 1t seems at present that of all the adults buried, not cremated, the
majority were females. In every instance the burials were flexed, and often
vory tightly flexod, on the side or back., There seems to have teen no con-
sistent direction for the orientation of the body at burial. All durials
wore placed in prepared circular or oval pits, often excated a considerable
distance into the storile, indurated banded pumice sand and silt base.

All the burial pits were filled with the midden doposit, telling us that

the burial pits originated at & time when.the site was sufficiently occu-
pled that midden had accumulated. In some instances the burials evidently
had been interred toward the end of the occupation of the site. At this
time the site deposit was sufficiently deep so that the inhabitants no long-
er had to dig into tho very hard base material (if they did so it was only
for a few inches). Many of the burials had some sort of offering with then.
In tho case of the females, the burials were ofton accompanied by metates
and menos, while male burials had such items as scapula saws, knives, pro-
Jectile points, red ocher and shell boads. Cremations were accompanied by
such objects as lemon-shaped gambling stones, rectangular abalone shell beads,
a largo basalt knife and a blade of obsidian measuring approximately a foot
in length. This blade had been broken into a number of pieces before it
had been placed with the cromated remains,

There is a tantalizing suggestion that the burials aro of two periods
of time, Somec of the burials, particularly those in tho deep burial pits,
have a burned appearancc. That is to say, the bones seem to be partially
nineralized and havo a dark appearance both on their exterior and interior.
These burials tond to be vory tightly flexcd, to the extent that the bones
may have been broken when the body was tied for burial, Other burials tend
to bc less tightly flexcd, and are not in tho dcepest pits. The boncs of
these burlals are much frosher looking, and do not exhibit the dark, or
"burned" appearance. With fow exceptions, the two types of burials tend
to occur in mutually exclusive arecas of the sitc. Physically both groups
of burials seem to be, without exception, longhecaded. Of the two skulls
8o far measurocd in the laboratory, both wore of the minoralized group of
burials. The male skull has a cephalic index of 68 while the femele has
an index of 72. Thero is no rocason to bolieve that these two skulls are
extroncs for tho burials rocovored at tho site.

Viewing the ontirc artifact assomblage from the site there is rcason
to suspect time-lovol differences, i.e. two periods of occupation at tho
site. Those differonces arc observable only on typological grounds since,
unfortunately, little reliance can be placed on the possiblc stratigraphy
of the deposit. Tho sandy nidden 1s relatively soft and loosc and has appar-
ontly been a joy in the lives of a variety of burrowing rodents over a long
span of time. Those activitics havo not been confined to mice and squirrcls,
but badgers have made the site thoir hcadquarters and have placed the shallow
nidden deposit in such a stato of upheaval that original location for the
spocincns was not obtalnablo with certainty. Rodent damage to burials also
was of a very serious nature.

The possiblo differencos in tho burials have been discusscd above.

With regard to artifacts, tho differences consist of small vorsus large
projectile points, and lato type clamshecll disc beads versus abalonc sholl
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beads and ornaments of types found in Early Horizon sitos in the Sacramen-

to region of the California Contral Valley (Heizer, 1949). The snall points
suggest the use of the bow while the larger oncs suggest the use of the atls
atl. In support of this suggested use of the atlatl is the recovery of
scveral boatstone fragmonts, and two artifacts of bone and one of stone which
arc considered to be atlatl hooks. It would seonm from this evidence that
two complexes are to bo found at the Karlo sitc. However, the temporal as
woll as the cultural relationships remain somcwhat vague and obscured at

this stage of investigation. For examplo, montion was made above of the
lemon-shaped gambling stoncs which were rocovercd with cremations, and it
was stated that the cremations seenm to bo associatcd with the deeper and
nore nineralized burials. Tho cremations by this rocasoning should be expect-
od to bolong to the carlior of tho two complexes. Howover, the present
author has determined by cthnographic study that the lenon-shaped gambling
stonos woro used as late as post-Contact times in this aroa. The solution
to this and similar problems will simply have to wait until the material
from the Karlo site can be studicd in detail and at length.

Of interest as a part of the inventory of spocimens rccovered from the
site are the artifacts of baked clay. Since all the excavated doposit was
screoned, 1t was possible to obscrve and recover items which otherwisc might
not be noted. It was found that the upper lovels produced considerable nun-
bers of pieces of baked clay about the size of the tip of one's little finger,
or somotimes larger. These pellets often had impreossions on them, fortui-
tously made when in the plastic state by contact with twigs, grass, fingers
and baskotry. Open twined burdon basket improssions as wcll as those of
dlagonally twined and possibly coiled baskets werc found. Also recovered
was a female figurine of baked clay which was irmediately named the Venus de
Karlo. The figurine hes the head missing and consists only of a slcndor roll
of clay upon which two small clay protuberancos, reprcsenting the fomalc
broast, have been placod. Fraguents of several othor figurines of the sanme
type also were found.

Bouse remains in the form of numerous post holes dug into the sterile
base wore noted in two areas of the sito. Since there seems to have boen
an overlapping of several scries of post holes it has been difficult to de-
tormine the type of house constructed. Tho pattern appears, however, to
be circular and probably not unlike the ethnographic domed structures with
Juniper frameos and tule or rye-grass thatech,

In surmation it can he said that in the Honcy Lake region of Northeast-
ern California the late protohistoric culturc complex has been fairly well
dofined, and a possibly earlier, atlatl-using conplex has been outlined,

A more camplex definition of these two comploxes seems assured whon time
pernits the evaluation of the collections made at the Karlo site. Indica-
tion of aboriginal occupation in the region preceding that exhibited at the
Karlo site is excoedingly rare and consists prinarily of an Eden Yuma point
(cf. Wormington, 1949, p. 58) found within a fow miles of Karlo by a private
collector. Just what may be the ultimate significance of this discovery

18 not clear at present. It is within the realm of possibility that there
1s a real relationship between this projectile point and the highly miner-
alized remains of a late Ploistocene and early Recent asserblage of extinct
nammﬁls Zhich arc weathering out in the vicinity in which the Yunme point
was found.
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