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Preface
The papers in this volume are the fruit of an experiment in pedagogy. In the spring se-

mester of 1990, about a year after I had joined the anthropology faculty at Berkeley, I decided to
teach an intensive laboratory course in the Analysis of Archaeological Materials (Anthropology
132). The course already existed in the Berkeley catalog, but had previously been taught more
as a review of the main categories of archaeological remains, than as an actual laboratory meth-
ods course. I decided to experiment with a somewhat different format.

It is my contention that students learn best when they are engaged not in constructed
"exercises" but when they are challenged to actually tackle a real problem in archaeology. My
plan for restructuring the Analysis of Archaeological Materials course was thus to provide the
class with a set of real archaeological assemblages--replete with all the "messy" variation such
collections entail--and to assign each the task of carrying out a detailed analysis. This meant that
each student would have to assess the specific research problems to be addressed, develop a "pro-
tocol" or research methodology including a database structure, capture the necessary data
through intensive work with the assemblages, and then carry out appropriate statistical and qual-
itative manipulations of the resulting data.

Fortunately, an ideal set of archaeological assemblages were available for use in this
course: the vast collections excavated from several prehistoric sites on the island of New Cale-
donia in 1952 by Professor E. W. Gifford of the University of California at Berkeley. As de-
scribed in further detail in my Introduction, Gifford pioneered modern archaeology in Oceania,
with a series of important expeditions to Fiji, New Caledonia, and Yap between 1947 and 1956.
Although Gifford was emphatic about publishing his results, changes in archaeological method
and theory since 1952, as well as a vastly increased understanding of the key problems in Oce-
anic prehistory, suggested that a reanalysis of these early collections might be productive. For-
tunately, Gifford had also been a great believer in the value of museum collections, and had
devoted considerable effort to seeing that his New Caledonian and other Pacific island materials
were thoroughly cataloged and deposited for safe-keeping in the Robert Lowie Museum of An-
thropology at Berkeley (now the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology).

With the enthusiastic support of Prof. Burton Benedict, then Director of the Lowie Mu-
seum, the Gifford Oceanic collections were moved out of "dead" storage from a warehouse in
Oakland, and into accessible quarters in the archaeology storage ranges of the Museum. An ini-
tial "reconnaissance" of these vast materials (they include more than 40,000 cataloged "lots" of
material) suggested that for the purposes of my laboratory course, those from three sites on New
Caledonia would provide an especially good set of materials for teaching students the essentials
of artifact analysis. These sites (13, 14, and 26 in Gifford and Shutler's [1956] numbering sys-
tem) were all in close geographic proximity on the west coast of the island, and between them
appeared to span much of the New Caledonian prehistoric sequence.

To ensure a modicum of structure in the course, I subdivided the materials by major ar-
tifact classes and by site, letting the students choose from among these according to their specific
interests. Fortunately, many of the students taking this course had taken my class on Archaeology
of Oceania and thus were already familiar with the key culture-historical issues that might be ad-
dressed through a reanalysis of the New Caledonian collections. Others did the necessary back-
ground reading and quickly caught up. A certain enthusiasm was evident as the students realized
that they had an opportunity not merely to learn about laboratory methods in archaeology, but to
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produce a set of integrated studies that had the potential to add useful knowledge to New Cale-
donian and Oceanic prehistory. Indeed, as the semester progressed the class devoted an amazing
amount of energy to their projects; visits to the lab in the evenings or weekends almost always
found several students hard at work measuring and describing sherds and lithics, entering data,
or puzzling over computer printouts.

By semester's end, ten of the students had produced papers that not only displayed their
newly-acquired grasp of how to design and carry out a successful analysis of an archaeological
collection, but which in aggregate also added significantly to our understanding of the details of
New Caledonian culture history. It was evident that with a little editorial polishing these papers
could--indeed should--be published, and the KroeberAnthropological Papers, as a student-edit-
ed and run scholarly journal, seemed the appropriate outlet. Regrettably, it has taken a few years
longer to produce this volume than originally envisioned. I mention this delay only because in
the interim a number of new studies of New Caledonian prehistory have been undertaken and
published by French scholars, as summarized in the Introduction. These works were, of course,
not available to the 1990 class, and the students have not been able to revise their papers in light
of them. Fortunately, this does not impinge on the value or quality of the reanalyses of the Gif-
ford collections presented below.
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