MIOSHIE: A NEW MESSIANIC CULT IN JAPAN (1)

Ronald Le Olson

New roligious sects a nd cults are a frequent concomitant of cultural
stress, cultural collapse, or defeat in ware The Ghost Dence in America,
the Vailala Modness, and the post-war Cargo Cult in Melanesia are perhaps
the best kmown among the dozens, perhaps hundreds, of such movements which
have flourished within the last contury. Tho life-span of most has been
brief, but a few such as the Shaker and Peyote cults of western Amerioca
have survived for more than fifty yearse

These cults have been variously described as “defeatist," "nativistic,"
or "messianio" since thoy tend to spring up omong the defonted, or among
groups which have suffered cultural collepses Often they advocate a return
to the old or "native":oulture. Nearly always there is a prophet or mos-
siah who initiatés or leads the movement and who lays claim to divinc or
supernatural visions and revelationse

Often suwsh ocults are more than religious, they may represont attompts
--at social rmform or social adjustmente Although thoy have most often ap-
peared among non~-literate peoplss they also spring up in sophisticate
culturese During and after World War II soveral sprang up in Japane Most
of theso were succossfully suppressed or died of internal weaknesse But
one of those to survive and flourish is known as Mioshie (literally "Bright
Star") (2)e The following notes moy serve to call attention to this new
mcvemont and, I hope, lead someonc to undertake furthor investigations (3).

This new religion appeared near the end of World War II. Its doctrines
oontain many of the fealures so often associated with messianic cults in
other parts of the world. Among its tenets are blended clements of several
religions: o prophet, prediction of the ond of the world (followed by a
millenium), o last judgment, ond salvation for the adherontse

The founder is Mrse. Kitmura Sayo, a woman of fifty-odd years of age,
the wife of a farmer of Tabusc-machi, Kumage-gun, Yamaguchi prefeocturc at
the southwest tip of Honshue She claims to have had periods of ecstasy
since childhood-a state accomplished "through ascoticism and mortifica=-
tion"——probebly of the Buddhist typee She has assumed the title "Ogami=~
sema® or "Groat honorable goddess" and claims to have been adopted by
Tensho-kotaijungu (the Absolute Almighty God) as His only Daughters. As
such she is to redeem the world before its end., The power thus acquired
enables her to penetrate the mysteries of the past, prescnt, and future;
to cast out evil cnd malignant spirits; and to cure "oll incurable diseasess"
She is the promised Redeomer who comes each 3000 years when the Udanbara
(o plantain) blooms and the ond of the world is at hande Mioshi, “tho
Divine Teaching," is the way of salvation and the way to establish the
Kingdom of Gode
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The ond of World War II instoad of reforming people only made them
moro solfish and more immoral. This is becouse science, materialism and
rotionalism, omd the old religions have faileds A new world will be
established by the followers of Mioshie Mon has neglected the spiritual
world and the minds of mon have been enslaved by the evil spirits who
govern the "shadow world," i.e., tho world of "realitys" Mankind hes for-
gotten that men are reborn for the purpose of refining the soulg not to
achiove materiel success or to indulge the senses.

Each person may break through this evil ourtain and escape evil karma
by "polishing his soul," by confossion and prayer, and eventually achieve
ecstasye Confession will erase, one by ono, the black records kept in
hoeavens Repontance and prayer will purge the soul of tho six roots of.:
evile These are: regret and desire (or groediness and attachment to
moterial things), hotred and fondness, loving and tho desire to be lovede
Constant meditation and prayer will be necessary to climinate these desirose
Each person can now achiéve-contact with the true God through his prophet
Ogomi-sama just as men did 2500 yoars ago through Buddha and 2000 years
ago through Jesus Christe

Most important is that the following prayer should be recited always
ond everywhere:

Tensho=kotai jingue Yaoyorozo=no=kami

(0, True, Almighty Godd 0, Eight Million Godsi})

Peace to the whole world

Psace to the whole worlde

When all people comply with the will of God

There will come the Heavenly Kingdom which is pleasant
to live ine

Six roots of evils of my spirit are now entirely purged.

Since the six roots of sins have been purged

It connot be that this prayor will not be fulfilleds

Namu yo o=rengo kyo

Namu yo o-renge kyo (4)

The full story of the cult and its origins must await detailed study,
but the following features emerge from the data in my posscssion:

1l It is noteworthy that the founder is a womane-and this in a
country where women are systematically relegated to an inferior positione
In Shinto and Buddhism they assist in the ceromonies, dance at the shrine
festivals, act as servants in the temples and monasteries but nover achieve
an importent statuse In Shinto, however, women much more often than mon
becomo posseossed by spiritse

2 The second phrase of the stylized prayer or formula refer-
ting to the eight milliav «nde is also deriwod from Shintos
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3s Footuros dorived from Christianity include confession, the
concept of tho end of the world, a last judgmont, and salvations - Thae
Messiah, prophet, or teacher concept is found, of coursc, in both Christ-
ianity and Buddhism.

4. Elements derived from Buddhism stond out more strongly.
They includes

(2) Karma, the doctrinc of cause and result.

(b) The eliminetion of desire aos o means of achieving
peace of soul or ecstasy, cs well as a means to bringing peace to the
world.

(¢) The concept that the material world is only a “shadow
world," an illusione.

(d) Finally thero is the cndless ropetition of ¢ formula=-
prayer common in several forms of Buddhisme It ends in the exact words
of the nombutsu of Nichiren Buddhism:

"Namu~yo~-o-renge-kyo
Namu-yo-o-renge-kyo."

At presont (1952) the cult seems to be flourishing rather than dying
oute Its andherents number soveral hundred thouscnd and are found not
only in the particular pert of Japan where its founder lives but also in
Osaka, Yokohema, Tokyo and probably elsewhercs But despite this apparent
success it seems doubtful if it will survive thc post-war adjustmont
period in Japane ’

ENDNOTES

(1) Read at the meeting of the Western States Branch, Americen
Anthropological Association, held at Eugenc, Oregon in Docomber
1951,

(2) An nlternstive name is Tensho-kodai-jingu-kyo, The Roligion of
the Absolute Almighty Gode

(3) My information was obtained in 1950-'51 whilc a member of the
teaching staff of the University of California, Far East Com=-
mond Progrcme Since that time Dre Loo May, clso o member of
the staff, has carried on further research, including work with
the foundere
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(4) This is the exact formula-prayer of the Nicheren sect of Bud-
dhism and is the equivalont of tho famous "0 Mcni Pedme Hum"
of Tibotan Buddhisme Compareble formulce are a pcrt of most
Buddhist sectss It is trenslated in many woys, such as,
"Homage to the Scripture Lotus of the Good Law," "O Lord tho
Flower of the Lotuss" "Prayor to Him of the Honored Lotus," otcs
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