THE KAMCHADAL: A SYNTHETIC SKETCH

Chester Se¢ Chard

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Undescribed in ethnographic literature, the Kemchadal neverthcless
morit the attention of anyone interested in the .culture history of the
North Pacific region or in problems of New World cultural origins, owing
to their strategis geographical loocation and clleged "Americanoid" stetuss
Since the days of the Josup Expedition there has been a tendency to view
them as closely related to the Indiens of northwestorn North Americo—
culturally, linguistically, arid physicaIly.

We owe almost our entire knowledge of the aboriginal Kamchadal to
two scientific members of Bering!s Second Expedition—Georg Wilhelm Stel-
ler, and So Ps Krasheninnikove Both men spent several years in Kamchat=-
ka circa 1740, and left descriptions of the country, its natural history,
and inhgbitonts which ere remarkably objective and comprehensive for the
periode However, these works are relotively ineccessible, physically and
linguistionlly, and demend careful study ond great caution,  since they
are frequently confusing and open to misinterpretation. Having made an
exsensive oritical examination of these and other existing sources, the
present writer has therefore felt it would be worthwhile to make this ma-
terial more readily avcileble, even though in summery forme

The following paper constitutes ons chapter of the writer's larger
work, "Kamchadal Culture and Its Rel&tionships in.the 0ld and New World,"
submitted to the Groducte Division of the University of California as a
dissertation in partial satisfaction of the requirements for the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in Anthropologye It has had the bonefit of much
helpful criticism from Professors Te De McCown and Re Fo Hoizer, whose
interest is gratefully acknowledged (1),

0000000000

The first Russians to explore Kamchotka (1697) found the peninsula
occupied by three nationss +the northern half by the Korynk, the southern
extremity by the Kuriles, and the territory’ in between, the bulk of’ the
southern half, by a people calling thomselves Itelmen, but referred to by
the Russians as Kamchadal, apparently a corruption of the ncme applied to
them by the Koryaks

There is every reason to believe that the Kamchadal had occupied this

territory for a considerable length of timee Their culture was very well
adapted to its environmente Morcover, archceological remains all point
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to a prehistoric culture. not appreciably different .from that found.by .
the Russianse Excopt for their neighbors to the north and south, with
whom o limited trade was ovidently carried on, and possibly occasional
Japanese casteways, the triboc had no knowledge of or contact with the
world outside of Kamchatka prior to the dcte cited aboves Their culture
contoined & number of unique or peculicr featurcs, had no obvious out-
side affinities as a whole, and its origin or orizins arc obscure (2).

- Neither the people nor their culturc suryived the impact of conquest
by more thon o few decadese A scries of unsuccessful revolts in the car-
ly years was put down with such wholesale bloodshed that a substantial
portion of the nation wos exterminatede The conditions of lifc resulting
from Russian rule, with its dislocations and burdens, brought on an impov=-
orishment of the shattcred natives and a consequent rapid decline, climaxed
about 1768 by a smallpox cpidemic that wiped out three fourths of the sur-
viving populatione The remnants beccome almost completely Russianized, and
Kamchadal culture, except in some of its cconomic aspccts, ceased to exist

(3)s

When we compare this brief history with that of other Siberian pcoplcs
who also lay in the path of Russian expansion, the culturc seoms complete-
ly lacking in vitalitys. On the other hand, it must be admitted that pro-
bably no other tribe suffered such a rapid succcssion of shattcoring blowse

The ensuing sketch cndeavors to picturc Kamchadgl culture as it oxis-
ted at the time of the first Russicn contacts

The southern half of the Kamchatka Peninsula is a land of magnifi-
cent voleanic scencry and wretched climatc, heavy precipitation the year
around, rigorous gale-swept winters, and bricf foggy summers whon vegeta-
tion shoots up with tropical rankncss scemingly overnighte The numorous
rivers are rapid and shallow, thc only mc jor wetcrway bcing the Kamchatka
which flows through the heart of the Kamchadal territorye The castcrn
coast of the peninsula is stecp and rugged, the western low and bordered
by & belt of tundrae The flora, a blend of thaet cncountcrod in surround-
ing regions, is abundant oand, cxccpt for trecs, varicds Thick forests of
birch and poplar grow in the upper ports of the river vallcys, with larch
ond fir as well in the central part of our.areas  Scrub forest, numerous
stretches of swamp and tundra, and the barrcn volcanic peaks moke up the
rest of the countrys. During spawning scasons the rivers arc literally
overflowing with salmon and similar fish; the oceans abound with soca mem-
mals, ct loast on the Pacific side; and thce waters and swamps tecm with
wildfowle The land founa is also plentifuls bear; wild shecp, wild rcin-
deer arc common, as well as mony valuable fur-bearerse All in all, it is
a land richly endowed by naturc despitc the difficult terrain, the un-
plcasant climate, and the undependable weather (4).

It is virtually impossible to rcconstruct the physical typc of the

aboriginal Kemchadal, owing to the absence of cny cronicl matorial, the
necr-cxtinction of the native stock, end thc hcavy interbrceding of the
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survivors with thc Russions long bcforc the days of modern scicntific
investigctione However, ocrly writers clcarly difforcntiate thom from
the Ainu-like Kurile Islcndors, cnd tho aveilable information suggests
a genercl rcsomblenoco to the Maritimo Koryak: a type whose affinitics
appeer to b with tho Eskimo rether thep with the Amcrican Indicns (5),

Tho Kamchadal langucge is ocustomarily groupcd with Chukchi cnd Kore
yck into o single closely-rolated linguistic stock, formerly bolilwed
to cxhibit structural similaritics with the Indion langucages of the Northe
wost Const of Amcricae. Tho inclusion of Komchadal in this group has ap-
parently nover boen conclusively domonstrated, although rcpootedly asscr-
tcd by such authoritics as Bogoras and Jochclsone Howcver, the likecli-
hood is strong that the rolationship is a valid one,cnd scems to bo cccop-
tcd by modern students of Siborian linguistics such es Jokobson (6)e

Excluding thoe mixed-Ainu tonguc spokcn by the Kurile Islanders of
oxtrcme southern Kamchatka, thoro appear to hove beon three main dialeots
of the Komchadal language: one on the wost coast, onc on the cast (in-
cluding the valley of the Kamchatka Rivor), ond onc in the Tigil Rivor
arca to the northe The lotter contcined many Koryek words (7)e

In southcrn Kamchatkna, as on the Northwest Cocst of America and in
the Amur-Sakhalin aren, a scasonally prodigal cnvironment cnablcd a pro-
vident pocople to locad a secdentary lifo of comparative luxury and loisurc
during holf of the years Tho busy summer ond fall worc devoted to oxploi-
ting the trcomendous salmon run and the amplo resourccs of tho local floroe
The products of both wore prcpercd cnd stored in quantitics decmed suffi-
cicnt for the roquirements of tho long wintere. This donc, the pcoplec wore
frce to devotc thomsclves to a scason of social and corcmonicl activity,
of visiting and general merry-mcking, until the appcarance of the first
fish cnd plent growth in lote spring (plus the omptiness of thcir larders)
heralded the rosumption of coonomic cctivitye

Fish was the staff of life for thc Kamchcdal, cnd it was around fish-
ing, naturally, thet their lifc rcvolvede Their activitics of neccssity
wero goarcd to the habits of the loccl sclmon spceics, and motivetad by
thc nced of exploiting them succossively to the fullest cxtent during the
rolatively bricf period in which they were aveileblo to each community.
At thesc timcs everyonc able to boar & hand worked frantically from dawn
till dusk--tho mon bringing in the fish, thc women clocning them and
hanging them up to drye Thc groatost quantities wore sccurcd by mcans of
woirs fittod with basket traps, but nets of scveral typos, made of ncttlo
fiber, also playcd o major rolce In addition, fish woro spoared on the
occasions unsuited to those mass-production mothodse With all types of
fishing tho dugout canoe was an important factore The spocics of salmon
which bulked largest in the Kamchadel cconomy wore Oncorhynchus keta, O.
norka, and Oe kisutche Such on abundance of riches made the pooplc chooqh
tnd o numbor of other availablo and cdible fish wero utilizcd primarily
or solely for dog food (8)s

22



Except for the tiny fraction which could be consumed fresh, this
huge catch was destined for winter provisions, cond was prepared in one
of two ways: sSplit and hung up to cir-dry, becoming yukola, the staple
of the country; or buried in pits to sour and decompose into & foul=-
smelling gruel beloved of man and doge Owing to the damp climate of
Kemchatka, eir-dryinhg was always more or less of a gamble; much of the
catch inevitably rotted before it was properly cured, and not infrequent-
ly the entire winter's supply would be thus lost, posing a grave threcat
of starvation unless the loss could in some measure bc recouped from
late-running fish. When cured, the yukola was stored in the balagans
(pile structures) at the permanent settlement, safe from animals and
relatively dry. (Whenever necessary, the entire populction moved in
summer to more advantageous fishing stations) (9)e

An important post-conquest economic activity was rendering fish
fot by stone boiling in dugout canoes filled with woter and cut-up fish
—the fot being scooped off the surfacé. However, Steller asserts that
this was never done in aborlglnal tlmes, only oil from sea mammels being

used (10).

Next in importence to fishing in the Komchadal economy was the ga-
thering of wild vegetable productse. This was the exclusive business of
the women. Group gathering expeditions werc apparently in some cases an
occasion for a sort of ceremonial license, mele trespassers, for example,
being roughly handled (11)e

The Kemchadal exploited the possibilities of thec local flora to the
fullest extents Steller, a botonist cmong other things, remarked in
amazement that there was not a single plint whose propertics—good or
bad~-they did not knowe Everything edible was sought out and utilized,
and much of the rest was put to houschold or medicinal uses This in-
cluded sea plants cast up on shorc (12).

The nottle (Urtica platyphylla) was the principal utility plant,
boing the sole source of fiburs for cordcge and thread, and hence the
essential raw material for the menufacture of fish nets. It was gathered
in Inte summer, left to dry, and processed at leisure during the winterso
The grass called eheu (Carex loevirostris?) was combed into a soft sub-
stanco of many uses (e.gs,'diapory boot linings or stockings, many ceremon=-
ial functions)e. A tall grass (Elymus mollis) was woven into mats, rain-
coats, baskets, and containers of cll sorts. "Sweot Herb" (Heracloum
dulce) took the place of sweetening, ond was also important cormoninllyses -
The Cossacks discovered in short order that vodka could be made from it
alsos The stalks of kiprei (Epilobium angustifolium) contain a pith ex=
tensively used for food (13). }

But the chief vegetable food of the Kamchadal, and their substi-
tute for flour or cereals, was called saranae These werc the bulbs of
certain members of the lily family (cspecially Fritillaria kamtschat-
censis and Lilium avenaceum) (14), which worc put to a variety of culi=
nory uses. The women dug up as many of these as possible, but the
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greatest source of supply came from the nests of fiecld mice (Microtus
kamtschaticus), each of which contained a winter store of about two-
thirds of o bushel of sarana and other edible roots, all cleacned, dried,
and sorted out by kindse Since this mouse is subjcct to periodic migra-
tions and population fluctuations reminiscent of the lemming, it could
not be depended on every year as & regular source of supply; but a yeer
when this mouse was abundant was a good sarana year in consegquence, cnd
cause for great rejoicinge In plundering these mouse hordes the Kemcha-
dal women took great pains newer to remove all the contents, beleiving
that the mice would commit suicide in despoir, and thct their services
would thus be lost (15),

Among the other important vegetable foods should be mentioncd the
anti-searbutié¢ - wild. garlie (Allium ursinum), whose. leaves are thé first
edible groens in spring=-by which time many Kamchadcls nad suffercd a
touch of scurvy from thce winter diete The bulbs of thesec wure stored
as welle A wide variety of berries—Lonicara, Rubus, Prunus, cnd Vac-
cinium species for the most part—were oxtensively gathorcd (16)s

Mention should be made of the alder (Alnus incana), whose bark was
widcly used to dye leather red; cnd of the birch, whose bark, as in all
other boreel regions, served & waricty of purposess It was ncver usod,
however, in the construction of boats (17).

The Kamchadal pharmacopeia was impressive in its sizc ond range,
though in mony cascs of dubious efficacy (o.ge, infusion of rhododendron
for vencrecl disease)s These peoplec were well cware of the deadly pro-
porties of aconite (Aconitum Fischeri is tho commonost local specics) (18),
ond omployed it cffoctively as an arrow poison (19).

Hunting of land animcls pleyed only & minor rolec in the native ccon-
omy, and the rather abundant faunal rosources werc very littlc utilized,
in contrast to the thorough cxploitation of plants ond fishe The average
Kemchadal does not seem to have beon interested in hunting until pressed
by nccessity, which is understendablc in view of the rclative ecse with
which the bulk of his livelihood was obtaincd,

Bears yielded o great varioty of uscful products, were abundant,
and brought great honor to thoe huntere Only a small number seem to havo
been slain, howevery They were either shot with arrows, or killed in
their don by blocking it up with logs until the boar no longer had room
to move, then despatching it with a spear through ¢ hole made in the roof.
Mountain sheop were estcecmed for thoir flesh cnd fur, and their horns
made into cups and spoonse They were huntcd on occasion with the help
of dogse Though wild reindccr were available, it wos epperently less of-
fort to obtain rcindeor skins from the Koryck by tradoe. The abundant fur-
bearers—-cven those whose pelts were prized-—scem to have becn little hun-
ted in pre~Russicn timess Although sable hunting is described by all
writers os a major industry of Kamchatka, the mcthods describud are idene-
tical with those of Siberia and worc cvidently introduced by the Russicns.
There does not scem to hove been much intercst in sables in eborigincl

24



timos—=cortainly not sufficicnt to Justlfy such laborious techniques of
hunting as those deseribed (20).

Fowling, by wholesale methods, was more to thc Kamchadal tastoe
Quentities of waterfowl were clubbed from boats while moulting, or roun-
decd up by dogse Flocks of ducks were occught in cutumn by cutting arti-
ficicl flyways through the woods linking bodics of water, and rigging
nets in these that could be raised in cn instant when the quarry was
within rcache Visits were also made to offshore scabird rookeries, both
for eggs, which were gathered in great numbers, and to sccurc the birds
themsclves by means of nets or nooses (21)s

While it is customary to assign to soa mammals a very unimportant
place in Kamchadal economy, and to hold up the Kamchadal, in scornful con-
trast to their seafaring neighbors, as landlubbers without the scnsc or
cbility to utilize the rich marine fauna cvailable to thom, it is possible
that this picture has been overdrown and descrves re-cxaminations There
is no cvidencc, it must be admitted, that the Kamchadal proper cver hun-
ted whales; stranded specimens were cagerly and fully utilized, but were
not mmerous cnough to fill all the necdse Most of the latter had to be
mct by hunting the smoller sea mammals, primarily seals, which supplicd
essential illuminating oil, skins for mony importont uses, and the prized
blubber which may have becn & dietary nccessitye Such hunting was a ma-
jor scasonel activity, and in my opinion playcd a more importeont part in
the Kemchadal economy than the other forms of hunting--at lecst for that
part of the population that lived within reach of thc coastse And there
are even indications that inland dwellers made annual trips to the sea
for this purposes The elaborateness of thc ceremony to insure an cbundant
future catch of scals, described by Krasheninnikov, is a clear indication
of the importance of this hunt in the Kamchadal minde

The preferred mothods of taking scals were to club them when asleep
on shorec or on islets, and to close off river mouths with nots when a num-
ber of the creatures had oentereds Thoy were then driven back into the
nets, cntangled, and killed from boatss But they were also stalked in
scalskin disguises and harpooned-—=possibly on thc ices Soca lions wero
hunted to some extent as well—clways on landa-by parties using several
harpoons and arrowse On the east coast, there is cevidence that fur seals
were hunted at sec in baidars and harpooncde Sca otters werc becing tcken
on the ice floos soon aftor the conquest, but this may have been in res=-
EOQ§C to Russian demand, though it utilized indubitably native techniques

22)e

Komchadal cookery-—the oend result of all these varied food-gethering
activities=-was apparently a highly-developed art, and compriscd a large
variety of dishes, including some very complicated mixtures of pounded
roots, berries and fate Ordinary meals, howcver, usually consisted of
fish—fresh, dried, or rotted—stone~boilcd in a wooden trough, or meat
similarly preprnrecd when aveileblo, sometimes with roots or herbse Tho
Komchadal disliked roasted food and nothing was coten warm; cooked food
had to get cold before it was regarded as fit to sorve (23).

25



Whalo and seel blubboer was erreatly esteomod. Tho cookad blubbaer would
bo served in strips, which were crammed into the mouth until it would hold
no more, thon cut off at the lips and swallowsd whole, To. storo. blubber
for fuure use, it was propared by baking in an earth oven to romovo oxeoss
0il, after which, wo are told, it would koop for a yoar without spoiling (24),

For more casual snacks, yukola (driod salmon) was saton plain, Ano-
ther common standby wae dried fish roa, usnally osaton with the inner berk
of birch or willow (25).

Excopt at a feast, tho Kamchadals novar ata together at dofinite
hours, Instead, individuals ate whonever thaoy had timo and inclination.
Cooking was usually dono onco a day, in the aftornoon (26).

Tha Kamchadal knew no alcoholic bavaragos bofore the conquost, though
liquor rapidlv becama thoir favorito vicao as soon as thoy had made its
acquaintanco (27).

Information on tha use of the narcotic agaric mushroom (Amanita),
an infusion of which was drunk as an intoxicent, is very vaguo and con-
flicting, Wa know that the Koryak ara, and hava always boen, onthusias-
tic eddicts. Thov obtainad it by trado from tho northern Kamchadal, who
gethor it for this purposa; but whaothor tho lattor also used it, to what
oxtent, and whathar the habit existod ovaor the whole Kamchadal torritory
or was localizad and tho rosult of Koryak influance, is vary difficult to
astahlish on the basis of thao existing ovidenca., Thore aro dofinite in=-
stancas of its uso by tho northern-most Kamchadal, and infersoncos that it
was omployad by tho nation as a whola, It saoms likaly that it was novor
ugad on tho scale obsorved among tho Koryak (28).

Liko many neighboring pooplos, tho Kamchadal lived during tho winter
in large somi-subtorrannan dwellings capabla of holding soveral familics.
The roof=-of polos covarod with turf-——was supported on vnosts, and formed
a low mound above the surface of the ground. Entrance was via a notched
log ladder through the smoke hole. There was also a ventilation passage
running from bshind the hearth to the surface at one side which women and
and chiidren used as an additional entrance, A wide low platform ran a-
round the interior on which the inmates slept, lounged, or sat. The walls
were often covered with" straw mats., I1lumination was supplied by stone
lamps burning sea memmal oil (29).

In the spring, when these dwellings got full of water, the Kamcha-
dal moved into pile structures called bslagans by the Russians. Several
balagans belongad to a winter house, each being occupied by a sihgle
Tamily., Those not needed for residence served as storshouses for winter
provisions, The balagans were conical structures of poles and thatch set
on a log platform which was supported by posts and raised about fifteen
feet above the ground. There were apparently two opposing doors, a smoke-
hole at the psak, and a hegarth. Access to the platform was by a notghed
logz ladder. Fish and plants were hung to dry in the space between the
pites, sheltered from rain by the platform, and out of reach of dogs and
other animals, The balagane were far enourh above the damp ground to be
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relatively dry, cool, and airy, and probably also afforded some respite
from the relentless insect pests that plague Kamchatkae As storehouses
they were, in addition, safe from predators (30).

Balagans were clso constructed at permonent summer fishing stations.
For more temporary camps, or overnight stops when traveling, the Kemcha-
dals erected huts of grass and thatch placed directly on the ground, which
the Russions called barabaras (31).

Settlements varied in size, consisting of one or several (rarely
more) winter dwellings with their attendant balagans, though the earliest
reports suggest that lorger settlements existed in the pasts Buildings
were placed very close together, and the entire settlement surrounded
in many cases with a palisade or earth ramparte Settlements were alweays
located on rivers or, among the eastern groups, on tho shores There is
every indication that the Kamchadal territory was relatively thickly
populated in pre-Russian times (32).

Technologically, the Kamchadal were still in the stone ages Such
bits or objects of metal as had reached them were prized curiose Stone
was chipped into knives, scrapers, arrow and spear points; pecked into
pestles and sinkers; polished into adzes and axese A peculiarity of the
culture, however, wos the absence of polished slote implements, so typi-
cal of the general arsce Equal or greater use was made of bone for every-
thing from needles, spoons and combs to sickles and harpoonse Whale ver-
tebrae were made into mortars. Woodworking occupied a leading place in
the tcchnology; wooden troughs being the most importaent household uten-
silse This fact, plus the extensive use of birch-bark and cnimcl-gut
containers, and of stone boiling and carth ovens for cookery, may explain
the apparent cbsence of pottery in Kamchadal culturce Although known
from prehistoric archasological sites, it is relatiwvely scarce cnd scems
limited to border areas subject to outside influencese All the pottery
found has obvious dien affinitiess If pottery was in use, as rgported by
Atlasov, the first Russian explorer, then even the memory of it had died
out forty years later-—a circumstance which strains the credulity. Hides
from sea and land animals were another major row material, supplying all
clothing end footgear, thongs, straps, etce Skins were dressed with fish
roe, which was then allowed to ferment, in addition to the usucl scrap-
ings and rubbingse Taonning woas effected by smoking, plus the foregoing
procedurese Much leather was dyed red with a decoction of alder barks
Fish skin was-uscd to make certain types of shocss and yielded gluec cs
wells Woven products of dried grasscs and cordage from nettle have al=-
ready been mentioned (33).

Fire was apparently produced with a simplc hand drill, although the
bow drill is almost universal in the general arca (34)e

The Kamchadal costume, in Steller's opinion, was very well adapted
to the local climate and activitieses Mon's cnd women's dress was essen-
tially the same, though distinguished by minor detailse Children had a
flap at the rear for sanitary purposese The under garments consisted of
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o long shirt cnd trousers—leather in summer, fur in winter. Men wore
only a breocch clout when engaged in houschold tasks, ond in .summer, op-
parently, froquently outdoors os wolls Tho outcr garment, when nceded,
was the kuklianka, a long loose fur "night shirt" with & hoods For
greater warmth additioncl kuklicnka could be donncd, the inncr onc with
fur side in, the outer with fur side oute Rcindecr cnd seal skins wcro
the commonest materials, with dog skins reserved for gole ottires Gor-
ments werc embcllishod with borders of other furs, strips of rcd seal
locathor, bunches of red-tinted seal hoir or long dog hairs, etce Tho
fur-lcss sido was generally dyed with clder bark (35)e

Boots for summcr wecre of scal skine In wintor, several types of
footgeer worc in usce One was made of dried fish skin, another of the
hido from reindcer logs was soled with secl skin or boar paws, which pro-
vided secure footing on ice. Women constantly wore fingorless gloves
whon working; men hcd regular gloves. Women went barc-hecded, while mon
hed caps of vorious sorts—including a band from which dengled flaps to
protect cars, nock, etcs for wintor wear, and for summer usc woodon or
quill "lampshadc® hats like those of the Aleute A sort of birch-bark
net was worn over the eycs to protcct them from the spring giare, though
thig mcy hove been introduced from Siberia with the Russianse During
this secson women coverod their faces with bear's guts to safcguard their
complexionse To look their best, womecn customerily reddened their focos
with various substonces, but no tattooing or other bodily adornment was
procticods (36)e

Women of fashion sought to braid their hair into an elaboratc mass,
supplemented by other hair to mcke it evon morc M"thick and stately."
Fish fat or seal oil was cpplicd to moke it shine. Men apparontly wore
tho hair in two braids (37).

The Kemchodal were o dog-breoding people par cxccllence, clthough
dog=driving actually pleyed little if any role in their coonomic life,
moroly facilitating their socicl activities cnd, probably, thoir war=-
foree Sled dogs could have boen subtracted from their culturo in nll
likclihood without impciring their chances of surviwvale The Komchadal
could afford this virtual luxury by rcason of tho abundant winter food
supplye Ono gets the impression thot dogs probably constituted about
the only form of woalth among thems

The Komchadal dog sledge with its scddlo=like superstructuro was
a unique product with no obvious parollols clsewhore, and appropriately
reflects the superfluous naturc of their dog tractione This sled was
cbout os utiliterion as a racing sulkye It could carry the drivoer,
riding sido-saddle in & sportingly procarious position, but no load of
anv sort (38).

Driving this odd conveyance—a feat requiring considerable skill
to avoid tipping over-—-was: doné with the aid of a pointed bent staff
(oshtol), which.served both as g brake and as~an instrument for urging
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on the dogs, mostly by the sound of the jangling objects affixed to ite
Directing was by voice, and a good leader was an absolute necessitye The
average team apparently consisted of o leader and four dogs in pairs on
a central trace, although the evidence is conflicting, and there are
grounds for suspecting that originally the dogs may have been hitched
fan-wisee The harness was of cervico=-scapular type, with the collar
around the neck and one forelegs Under spring snow conditions, traction
was improved by fastening on extra runners of whale bone (39).

There is no evidence to indicate the existence of another type of
sled for freight transporte The Russicns lost no time in introducing
the standard east Siberian nart to fill this lacuna, and it became an
integral part of post-conquest Kamchadal culturc in short order (40)e

Dogs were turned loose to fend for themselves in summer, and in
winter were kept tied up and fed an exclusively fish diet, dried or
rotten, usually cooked into a sort of soups A curious method of train-
ing sled dogs involwved keeping them in pits out of human sight (except,
presumably, for thoir trainer) until broken to harnesse Male sled dogs
were alweys castratedes Dogs not suiteble for harness were trained for
huntinge Isng-haired dogs were valued for their fure Dog fur was pro-
ferred above all others, and thc fanciest clothing was made from it (41).

Reflecting their riverine life, the typical Kamchadal boat was a
poplar dugout about 12 to 14 feet long, hondled by two men who stood in
bow ond stern, respectively, paddling downstream and poling up close to
shorce Two slightly different types existed: one in which the bow was
made slightly higher than the gunwales, which were spread apert, presum=-
ebly by cross-pieces; the other in which bow and stern were of the same
height as the gunwales or even slightly lower, cnd the gurwalcs were not
spread apart but curved inward following the naturzl shope of the logs
The use of the latter was apparently restricted to the Kamchatka River,
the former being employed everywhere elsc—cven on sheltered bays and
on the sea itself close to shore in calm weathcre These round-bottomed
craft had low stability and a very limited cargo capacitye For trons=-
porting bulky but light-weight loads, two dugouts would be joined by a
log platform to form a sort of raft; this was feasiblo only on the calmer
rivers and usually confined to downstream travels On portions of the
east coast, the inhobitants scem to have had more nauticcl propensitics,
and were led to create a more seaworthy craft by sewing planks on to the
gurwales of the dugout with baleene Steadied apparently by rock ballast,
thoy were thus emboldened to pursue sea mommals on the open ocean like
their neighbors to the north and souths This boat was the only Kamchadal
oraft to earn the designation beidar from the Russians, the term applicd
to sea=-going plank boats or to thc umiak (42).

On land, summer travel was on foot and transport on the human back
—mostly with o forehead tump liney For foot travel in winter, and also
for breaking trail for dog tecms, the Kamchcdal had both skis and netted
snowshoeso The former were of common Siberian type and equipped with fur
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vndernccth to facilitate up-hill progresss Tho latter, like the similar
snowshoes of the Chuckchi and Koryak, were obviously a diffusion from
tho other side of Bering Stroit (43)e

The Kemchadel, like most primitives, wore o completely solf=-
sufficient people, and trcde was not nccessary for their survivel or
the proper functioning of thoir ecomomyes It wos cpparently a convenience
to import reindeer skins or clothing mado from them from the Koryok in
return for ageric and furs, but much of this commerce may woll be a
post-conquest develommente Luxury items of Japanese origin diffused
northward from the Kurilese. Steller montions tho oxport of nettlo
cordage to the Kurile territory, whore the plant doecs not grow, in
exchange for sea otter furs, but this commerce also may havo grown up
after the conquests By ond large trade seems to havo becon casual and
of little consoquence (44).

Very littlo is known about the socinl orgonization of the Kamchadale
In genercl, the inhobitants of each of the smaller river systoms secm
to have rogarded themselves s desconded from a single ancestor, and as
owning the territory in common cs far as hunting cnd fishing rights were
concorneds Thero would seem to have beon one mcjor scttlemont in each
such area, any othors being offshoots rcsulting from overcrowding.
Families brecking awny in soarch of greonor pasturcs would mercly move
o short way along the same strocm, always remcining within the ancestral
domcine Settlomonts secom to have beon composed of meombers of sne '
cxtended familye. This is further substontiated by the soliderity dis-
played by cach settlement in cuse of trouble with outside groups.
Marriage cpparently was extra-local; it mey have boen matrilocal, but
here the ovidence is conflictinge Property inheritance was to the
cldost sone But women scem to have enjoyed a high position in Kamchadal
society, end participated frcely in rcligious cercmonics (45).

Slevery of war captives oxisted, ond the capture of slaves was
epparcntly a major motive for ware Such slaves had to do the unpleasant
cnd menial work, but might be reloascd after a few yoarse It is hard %o
tell how important a factor slavery wos in the culture (46).

Political structure was non-existent. War parties, however, werc
apparently organized by o loader of proven ability and the participants
eccepted his orders for the duration of the expeditions Each settloment
hod some loading mon or men who wore feared or rospocted, and who exer-
cised influence in proportion to thise But they had no inhercont author=-
ity to enforce their decisions or compel agrcemente Low and order was
on a purcly personcl basis——with whatover support onc's relotives might
be willing to give. Homicide was avenged by killing the murdercr in the
same fashion as the vioctim had dicd==if the rolatives could ley hands on
hime Thieves were becten by the victim; a chronic thief might have his
honds burned, maiming him permanently to render him incapable of further
thefte Thieves wore, in addition, universally despised and treated cos
outcasts by thoe ontire group (47).
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Warfare between settlements was apparently all too frequent in the
0id days—motivated by desire for women, slaves and dogs (the only valu-
able booty), to avenge wrongs and insults, or in cases of refusal to
surrender a wrong-doere The accumulated internecine hostility greatly
facilitated the Russian conquest, the inwvaders receiving enthusiastic
assistance, or at least approval, in many instances as means of settling

old grudges (48).

As might be expected, the Kamchadal avoided open combat and pre-
ferred treachery, ruses or sneak attacks, especially on a sleeping enemyo
The design of the winter houses made it a simple matter to render large
numbers of warriors helpless by guarding the exits. They were capable of
fighting bravely in a defensive position, however, as was illustrcted fre-
quently in the early revolts against the Russians, when the Kamchadal,
meeting opposition, customarily withdrew to natural strongholds. Wives
and children were often killed to prevent their falling to the victor,
while the men threw themselves from cliffs or rushed into the midst of
the attackers to sell their lives dearly (49).

Prisoners, especially the most valiant, were tortured. Harmless
individuals were apparently enslaved, end captured women became wives
or concubines (50).

The weapons employed were bows with aconite-poisoned arrows, spears
and clubse The bow was small, apparently simple in type, of larch wood
covered with birch bark; arrows had bone or stone points, and were flet=-
ched with eagle featherse Armor made of matting, or seal hide supple-
mented by boards, is also reported (51)e

In their more peaceful moments, hospitality was a point of honor
among the Kamchadale Visitors were extravagantly entertained over long
periods, and presented with valuable gifts at departure-—regardless of
the extent of the host'!s resourceses To refuse a guest anything he might
desire would be a greet disgrace (52).

~ A curious practice was connected with entering into a formalized
contractual friendship relationship with another mane The prospective
"friend" was invited to a specizl "ordeal feast" set by his host, who
prepared his choicest dishes (in quantity sufficient for ten men) and
heated the underground dwelling to a stifling temperatures While the
guest did his best to consume the spread, the host plied him with more,
and at intervels poured water on red=hot stones to make the atmosphere
unbearables The host could go outdoors at any time for a breath of
fresh air, and ate nothing himself, but the guest could neither stop
eating nor leave the house without admitting defleat. When he finally
gave up, he had to purchase his liberty by surrendering to tho host the
most valuable possessions he had with him (dogs, clothing, etce)s Later
on the host must be similerly entertained, or the guest might return and
expect to receive presents of comparable value (53)e
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The acsthetic side of Kamchadal life seems to hawo been little
developed despite the abundant leisurce Decorative art was at best con-
fined to some painted ornament on wooden or bark utensils, to which might
be added the adornment applied to clothing (54).

A reed flute of rather negative capabilities was their sole musical
instrument; even drums seem to havc becn absente Singing, though a popu-
lor diversion, appears to have been confined to the female sexe. Songs
were improvised with alacrity on almost any topic (55).

The dance was probably the best developed fielde All the principal
dances indigenous beyond doubt to the Kamchadal seem to have been panto=-
mimic representations of the actions and habits of warious fomiliar ani-
mals and birds, and, sometimes, of hunters in relation to these—all very
cleverly and faithfully portrayede The favorite dance dcpicted realis-
tically the courtship of a pair of bearse These performences seem to
have been cxocuted by men, while the onlookers sang an incessantly-ropea-
ted refraine More ordinary sorts of group docnces in which all partici-
pated are described, but with the implication that some or most were
borrowed from the Kurile Islandcrs (56)e

Mimiory of others was a Kamchadal talent and a favorite diversion
along with story-tellinge Clowns, "whoso buffooncry is extremely obscene,"
played o part in the festivities (57).

Their folklore consisted primarily of a body of satirical and "“in-
decent" tales about the misadventurcs of their creator, Kutka, and as
such shows great resemblance to Koryak folklorc and its Raven cyclee
Some of the examples known to us have considerable literary merit (58).

Turning now to the life cycle of the Kamchadal, we find thet women
who wished to enhance their fecundity, insure a successful pregnancy,
and facilitate delivery, ate spidors during this poriode Many others
with the opposite objective rosorted to allegod heorbal contraceptive
concoctions and to various types of abortion, including orushing the
foetus within thc womb (often with fatal consequonces to tho mother),

?n §rt at which certain old women were rogarded as expecially proficient
59)e

Childbirth took place with no effort at scclusion and without any
attondant fuss, ritucl, or rcstrictione. Mothers genorally assisted thoir
daughtorses The afterbirth was thrown to the dogs. Women rcsumed their
usual duties within a few dayse Tho neighbors all came to see and rojoice
over the newborn, but no occasion was made of ite Unwanted ochildren might,
apparently, be killed at birth, as was gonorally the case with one of a
pair of twins or children born during a storme It was believed that the
latter would subsequently causo bad weather, although thorc were ritual
moans of removing this disability (60).

Children wore named after deceascd relatives by the father whon they
wore a month or two old; no coremony was involved, and the nemo was :
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i i ight indi-
ined throughout lifc, unlcss the child's rostleossness at night
ggggénghct it Ead probabiy received the wrong name and was being disturbed
by some offended rclatives In such cases the shemon was consultod and

the name chongede Most names werc common gender (61)s

Infants werc generally carried about on mothers' backs inside tho
kuklionka, supported by a strap, boing transferred at night to the brecste.
Children were sucklcd for three or four yoars, or until the birth of the
next child (62).

Wo are told that parents indulged thcir children, and that tho latter
werc disobediont, disrespcctful, indiffercnt to affection, and in gomeral
did as they pleasede Their attitudes did not improve with age, and eldor-
ly parents were treated with contempt (63).

Tho Kamchadal usually sclected wives from another scttlemcnte A
suitor went to live with his prospective purcnts~-in-low and worked for
theme When he felt that he had sufficiently ingraticted himsclf and
proved his worth, he would ask their permission to attempt to "touch" the
girl, i.oc., insert his finger in her wvoginae If the paronts end the girl
were satisfied with him, they told him to try his luck; if not, thoy sent
him packing with nothing to show for his painse The girl, reogardless of
her acquiesence, had to put up a great show of resistance, in which she’
was cided and abetted by all the women of the settlecments In addition to
being securely bundled up in many leyers of clothing, she was never left
alones Any attempt by the suitor brought o crowd of women to her assis-
tance, at whose hands he could expect rough treatmente. Sometimes a yoar
or more would elapse before the objective was attained at o cost of meny
scarss However, the moment he succeeded the girl surronderocd immediate-
ly and made no further resistances They wore now regarded as man and wife
without more ados Steller says the couple lived in the wife's settloment,
while according to Krasheninnikov they went to the husband's, although ‘
returning later for a marriange feast with the bride's family (64).

Virginity was apparently neither expecﬁed nor particularly osteemed,
although we have no specific data on pre=maritel soxual activitics (65)s

Polygyny was generzl, though thore wore rarly morc than three wivese
The husband had to follow the samc proccdure in the casc of cach subsc=-.
quont wifee If tho wives did not get along woll thoy werc housed separatc-
ly, ond the husband lived with each in turne When a wife died, her paronts
would often supply another daughter without requiring scrvitudc. Widows
were frec to romarry, but first had to "purify" themsclves by intercourse
with some other man, an act fraught with magical danger and hence not too
casy to arrenge until the arrival of the Cossacks, who gladly assumed this
burden, The levirate was also precticed (66). '

Women seem to have "worn the pents" in the Kamchadal familys Husbands
arc pictured as devoted and willing slaves in all mntterss Women werc very
jealous of rivals as well as of their husbands, but also rather promiscuous.
Men ore described as not perticularly jealous (although the paraemour of a
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boloved wifo wos apt to suffer injury), and as indulging in numerous ex-
tra-morital cmourse Wifc exchongo betweon frionds is reported alsoe
Divorco consistcd morcly in separation, both partiscs usually romerrying
(67)

Homosexuality was widospreade Confirmod malo homosoxucls had to
drcss, act and live as womone Theoy were commonly képt as conoubincs.by
merried men in addition to their wives, and this arrcngement scems to
have beon an cstablished ond acceptod institution (68).

The Komchadal division of labor scems oquitabloe Men constructed
tho houses, although women thatchcd and furnished thom; supplicd the firo-
wood; did all hunting, fishing, and skinning; proparcd tho rotten fish
in pits; manufactured all houschold utcnsils, slod, boets, fishing and
hunting equipment; prepared all food; fod the dogs; and entortaincd
gucsts (69)e

Womon—in addition to bringing up tho childron—=proparecd tho entiro
fish supply (except the rotten portion), which then remcined in their
charge; collectod about 100 differont kinds of roots, herbs, berrios,
otce for medicino and food, as well as grasses for wcaving and othor usocs,
and nottles for cordage, and preopared all of thesc for use as necessary;
manufactured all cordage and woven products; did all skin drcssing; mado
all clothing and footgear of every sort; and wcro the solc repositories
of medical and surgical knowlodge (70)e

Although sicknoss was considorod duc to the actions of offended
spirits, or to tho consoquence of transgrossing somec tabu, and a shoman
- was consulted to dotormine tho spocific cause and to countcract it by
mogical means, this did not prevont the Kamchadal from devcloping a vory
oxtonsive preactical mcdical ropertoire, evon if it was largely of imagine
ary officacyes The women practitionors had ot their disposcl a pharma-
copooic improssive in size and varicty if not in quality. How much of
this was motivated by magical considerations, end how much based on a
knowlodgo of actual benoficial results, is impossiblc to dctormince Tho
lattor might have beon an accidontcl adjunct of the former, or it might
ropresent o body of practical lorc mixed togethor with tho magiocal (71).

However, when Kamchadals bcoamo scriously ill it wes the usual prace
tico to abandon them in thc woods, or (according to Stellor) to throw
their living bodios to tho dogs—cithor with or without the petiontts
acquicsoncoe Indoced, suicido was part of tho cultural pattorne Whoncver
anyone docided lifc was no longer attractive, or felt themsclves old, dc=-
cerepit and uscless, thoy would go off into the forest and starve thom-
solves to doathe This urgo was possibly rcinforced by tho hope of soonor
?ttgining the undcrworld, wherec tho sorrows of this 1lifc did not oxist

72)e

If a Kamchadal fell into the woter cccidently (thoy apparently did
not know how to swim), no onec would try to savc him, and tho bystandors
might oven forcibly insure his drowning, reasoning that since tho men
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was obviously supposed to drown it would be wrong for him not toe Should
he survive enyway, he was considered dead and treated as suche No one
would speak to him or allow him to come into the hbuse (73).

When.Aa person died in-a house the.corpse wes. immedig€ely hauled out=
side by a strap around the neck, and left nearby for the dogs to devours
All clothing of the deceased was thrown out also, lest it contaminate
someones. Everyone involved immediately underwent a purification cere-
mony, involving orawling through hoops of branches which were then cast
into the woodse. The man who pulled the corpse had, in addition, to
catch two birds, burning one and, joined by his entire family, eating
the other. The house was abandoned and a new one erected at some dis=-
tances No doubt their eagerness to abandon the dying out in the woods
was motivated to a great extent by this considerations Corpses of young
children, we are told were placed in hollow trees (74).

The souls of all living creatures were believed to be immortal,
and their bodies will be revived in the underworld, where they will en-
gage in all the usual activities and carry on as in this life, except
that want and suffering will be unknown and life will be always perfect,
as it used to be in Kamochatka back in the days of Kutka the Creators
The poor on earth will be well off in the underworld and vice versa, we
are told. The Kamchadal kmew all this because the lord of the under-
world, a son of Kutka, and the first man ever to die, returned to the
earth to enlighten his descendants on this and kindred matters; which
knowledge had been handed down ever since (75).

It is, however, partiocularly difficult to obtain a coherent picture
of Kamchadal supernaturalism from the type of source material available
to uss One gets the impression that the Kamchadal were not too clear
about such matters in their own mindse They had a Creator—Kutka, the
encestor and culture-bringer of their nation——but they regarded him with
derision for his follies and with resentment for not having created a
better worlde For such a theoretically powerful and central figure they
felt neither respect nor fear. Various sons of Kutka seem to be deities
oontrolling natural phenomena such as rain, wind, thunder, and earth-
quakese But again, they are regarded primarily as causal explanations,
and not as objects of fear or reverence (76).

On the other hand, the Kamchadal believed that spirits inhabited
all parts of the landscape, and it was these that they really feared and
respected—especially those dwelling in dangerous places such as vol-
canoes, hot springs, and high mountains, which were regarded as being
particularly malignant. They were the main objects of the Kamchadals!
efforts at treating with the supernatural, since they were the ones who
actually affected men's lives (77).

This treatment took the form of leaving offerings when passing by
spots inhabited by dangerous spirits; making offerings to the hearth
fire; adorning the household "god" (probably a tutelary spirit, repre=-
sented by a wooden stake) with saored herbs and "feeding" (smearing) it

36



with blood and fat so that it would securc them luck on the hunt; ascerw
Soiring whethor a spirit has been offended when sickness occurs, and so
forthe Nothing useful or desirablc was ever offcred to the spiritses
generally the inedible portions of fish and such like (78).

Much of their dealings appear to hawve been purcly magical in nature,
howevere There were a number of prohibitions handed dovn from the an=-
cestors which if violated would automatically cause misfortunec, illness,
or unsuccessful huntinge One who believed himself in trouble of this
sort consulted a shaman to ascertain the precise cause, thon expiated
the transgression by carving a little man of wood and placing it in tho
forests Spirits do not seem to have been involved, although it is dif=-
ficult to judge the matter on tho basis of the sourcess Or again, "pur=-
ification" was achieved in several coreomonies by passing through a hoop
of branches which was then burned or thrown away in the woods (79)e

In marked contrast to the surrounding Siberian tribes, shamanism
was very little developed among the Kamchadale There were no professional
shamans, no special costume, no drume Anyone of either sox could try
their hond at it, but women (espocially old ones) and homosexuecls wero
rogarded as most successful, though no particular prestige attached to
the rolese They seem to have becen resorted to largely for divination:
to locate stolen goods, interpret a difficult drecam inexplicable by the
standard rules, ascertain what "tabu" had been violated to cause misfor=
tune or what was the cause of an illness, to predict the future, and so
forthe One principal technique employed by shamans was lifting the foot
by mecans of a nettle thread; if it felt heavy it was a bad omen or
negative signe But they could also summon spirits into their presence
to inquire the answere There is no evidonce that they exerted any con=
trol over supernatural beings beyond this fact-finding function. They
played no mejor role in the important oercmonies, nor were they endowed
with any supernatural powers or abilities. Since spirit possession
does not seem to heve been a cause of illness, thero was no opportunity
to fulfill this familiar functione Nor was sorcery apparcntly practiced
by the Kamchadals Sheomens did deal in magic to the oxtent of supplying
persons with amulets to be worn around the neck (80).

The Kamchadal had only one fixed ennual ceremony, a very elaborate
and important affair lasting many days, which was held in November after
the winter supplies were all in and the festive scason ready to begine
The details varied in differcnt parts of the country, but the central
idea seemed to be one of "purification"s Krasheninnikov witnessed
several of these affairs and has left us dotailed descriptionse Every=
one took part, of both sexes and all agese The total picture is & some=-
what incoherent hodge-podge, which scems to consist partly in offerings
to spirits to gain their good will, and partly in purely magical pro-
cedures for one purpose or eanothere One gots the imprcssion that the
ccromony was a sort of catch-all to tako care of the year's nceds in
rolation to the supernatural, end that many birds, so to speak, were thus
killed with one stone. Among itcms that stoand out from the general con=-
fusions a tug-of-war botween the sexes over a birch tree brought in
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from the forest; purification by passing through hoops; installation of
a new household "idol"; making of many woodon effigics which are fed and
adorncd, thon burned; effigics of whale and wolf (made of food stuffs),
subsequently eaten; a human figurc of woven grass about a foot high with
8 l4-foot priapus, which was burned (81).

While onimal cercmonialism was apparently a well-doveloped feature
of Kemchadal culture, it should be regarded rathor as "hunting magic"
than cult or rituales There was nothing at all comporable to the "beor
festival" of thoe Ainu or Gilyake Although bears wcre held in esteem,
they were not markedly singled out for special treatment. Indeod, the
ceremoninalism observed seems more proportional to the economic importance
of the particular animel, and was aimed solely at insuring e good bag of
them in the futurc.

In general they apparently asked forgiveness before killing any
mojor land or sea mammal lest it take offonse, and subsequently endeave-
ored to make it believe it was an honored guest by offering sacred herbs
ond various delicacies to the meat, skull or fur, so that othors of the
spocios might not beocome shy of peoplce A proper observance involved
special treatment of the skull after tho animal had been devoured;
adorning it with sacred herbs, and moking spoeches to it pointing out
how well it had becn treated and urging it to inform its relatives so
that they also may enjoy similar hospitalitye (A more claborate cere-
mony, although developing the same themo, was doscribed by Krashonine
nikov in connection with seals)es The skulls do not appcar to have been
preserved after the completion of these observances, oxcept those of
bears, which seom to hcve been hung up on or near the dwelling (82).

The wolf and bear in particular werc believed to understand humen
speoch, and circumlocutions were always cmploycd in their presence (83).

In oconnection with these supcrnatural attitudes towards animals
should be mentioned the prohibition on cooking mcat of land and sea
onimals=—=or mcat and fish—-together in tho same pote Also the belicf
that the only proper position for sexual intercourse was on the 'side,
sinece fish wore said to do it in this fashion (84).

Wo are left with tho impression that we are dealing here with a

. oulture of mixod origins showing the results of outside influenco from
mony directions, but clso shaped to some extent by environment and
ecologye Absenco of features expectablo in the arca, plus peculiar
local dovelopments, give to it an individual stamp.

Tho history of the Kamchadal and the building of their culture are
complex problems which defy solution in the light of our presont know-
ledgee The writer has attempted to approach these questions, in tho
longer work to which refercnce has proviously been mcde, by en analysis
of the culture and a study of the distributions of its component traitse
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