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Del Nartin, National Treasurer
of DOB and active in the Coun-

. o cil on Religion and the Homo-
Jritnl]j in

sexual, Introduced the speak-
iit Wiorninf ers for the morning session.
The subject for the day was:
The C.hurCh "The Homophile Community and
In aCt|0n... Civic Organizations — How do

They Relate?"

Reported by Seen Russell

Rev. Lewis Durham was the Tfirst speaker on the Panel,
representing Glide Foundation at Glide Memorial Metho-
dist Church, San Francisco. He speaks in a humorous,
off-hand fashion that Is very pleasing and very real.
He connects with you and you know he cares, cares very
much about the worth of all people, and especially the
people In the homophlle movement, which is the topic
under discussion.

As Director of Glide Foundation, he explained that
while the Foundation has very real ties to the Glide
Memorial Methodist Church, it is a corporate trust
with independent financing, which leaves it free to
define and describe its own role in the Community. It
tries to help people do what they need to do for them-
selves. It tries to get the Church involved with hu-
manity were it ought to be involved.

The Church®"s learning to relate to homophile organiza-
tions for the last two years has created an "extreme
learning situation”™ for everyone Involved in the pro-
ject. Now the ministers involved in Glide and the
SFCRH can say with assurance to other churches, other
ministers, '"Come on in. Come on in. The water’s not
too bad. It"s time for the Church to get with itl"”

Rev. Ted Mcllvenna, in his work as Director of the
Methodist Young Adult Project in San Francisco in 1963
was to become the triggering, catalytic agent which
eventually caused the Council on Religion and the Ho-
mosexual to be founded in San Francisco. Ted had a

great deal to do with his becoming involved. Rev. Dur-
ham told us.

Eventually, however, he continued, the churchmen must
ask the meaning of what has happened, must cast it
into their own phraseology. What has this two-year
learning period done in terms of the good of humanity
and "God"s People?" In the beginning, there was a ter-
rific chasm between the homophile community(as a self-
conscious entity) and the Church. There was a good
deal of alienation and hostile relationship on both
parts. The problem then, the Ffirst question to be ans-
wered, 1is how does an agency such as the Church learn
to relate? How specifically, do we become friends?
Because it is not possible to come and observe. The
homophile community is not too sure what It is you
want to observe...it makes them feel like creatures in
a zoo...and no good, no relationship can take place in
such circumstances. So, what is needed Is that the
Church come and offer friendship — become involved
with homophiles in their various habitats and get to
know them as people. From the Retreat at Mill Valley,
to "Tours through the Tenderloin" (which were later
stopped), to bars where homophiles go. Interchange did
occur and friendships did eventually evolve. There
has to be sincerity on both parts, so that eventually
the friendship can end up with visiting each other s
homes in full confidence that this is a real thing.

Somehow, though, in the long run, the friendship will
be and must be tested for its depth, its permanency.

"1’don"t know what we would have L
vent of "The Ball®™ and other events which seemed cat

astrophic at the time, but which
function of testing the sincerity of both sides. Rev.

Durham told us. Friendship has to produce something
in the realm of action. The seemingly catastrophic
events caused the ministers to issue press releases to
the effect that '"We stand by this situation and these
pLple." There were supporting letters from the homo-
philes to the clergy, as they in turn realized the
great courage this had to take, the potential risk to
the ministers from their congregations, The CRH began

to function as an entity.

"We are beginning to move out of some of our nasty ha-
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bits of condetraing people, Rev. Durham declared. He
felt that the police would have been even worse at the
Jan. 1965 Ball, had not ministers been present. This
is part of the 'guaranteeing'" or "authenticating" fun-
ction of the Church. The way Ted put it, back, in the
beginning, "The Church says “yes" to people. Look,
you count. You"re people. You"re human. Stand up,
be counted, Livelll™”

"Now take the Vanguards,'™ he continued,"there are not
many people in society or in the homophile community
who want to work with them. Rev. Ed Hansen, an interne,
did fascinating work in this area and drove us all
wild — but the Vanguards was the result. '"The guar-
anteeing function seems to do something for people.”
With some people saying to these young men of the Ten-

derloin, '"Yes, you"re people. Be people. Act like
people. Be responsible." are seeing some interest-
ing results. The Leaders of Vanguard have taken to

carrying briefcases and wearing coats and ties...makes
them a much duller group, according to Rev. Durham.

But, now we can have "real" dialogue with one another.
The Church has been essentially listening to the homo-
philes for two years — we can now offer suggestions.
We have told the Vanguards that they"re going to have
to act responsible if they"re going to deal with the
adult community. There are certain things that are
going to have to stop being done. For instance: one
of the Administrative Assistants brought in a sign to
be posted in Glide Social Center, to wit "Not all peo-
ple appreciate sex in the men®s room. Please refrain!"
The audience roared at this one.

In the beginning, when Rev. Ed Hansen was trying to
get Vanguard started. Rev. Durham sent word to a Van-
guard leader in the hall waiting to see him that he

was too busy...'come back next Tuesday." The boy was
on his way out when an assistant came rushing to the
office. "He says, "cut out the Mickey-Mouse; if the

Church is interested, listen to us now.™™ Lewis deci-
ded maybe he had the wrong attitude, even if he was
too busy, and caught the young man before it was too
late and listened to him. However, that taking place.
Rev. Durham says, "Okay, but after we do that, there"s
got to be some rules to this thing."

He also pointed out that we need to realize that the
problems of minorities in this world are general, that
one of the ways we achieve our rights is to stand up
for the rights of others. He means that this should
become an attitude or conviction for the homophile
group, not just for some isolated individuals in it.
"Being responsible (concerned about all humans) means

you"re God"s People."

IN A GLOOMIER MOOD .

Next on the program was Bernard Mayes, head of the San
Francisco Suicide Prevention, Inc. Mr. Mayes is an
Episcopalian worker-priest, this reporter learned, in
talking to him after the panel had concluded. He is a

very intense, sincere man. Sadness and vitality per-
meate his being. He has a British accent and has
worked in London. He said that homosexuals (male and

female) being a large percentage in San Francisco,
present a large percentage of suicide threat for the
Suicide Prevention Squad which he has set up.

"Suicides"™ in general want to know what"s the purpose
in life - the meaning? Most professionals are not :
trained in this area,do not have a background in phil-
osophy, art and the like, in Mr. Mayes®™ opinion.

Mayes has 60 carefully screened heterosexuals and hom-
osexuals manning emergency telephones that are avail-
able 24 hours every day of the year. The calls that
come in may last from 2 minutes to 2 hours. The Squad
representative listens, offers sympathy, tries to get
the facts (how imminent is the danger of suicide) and
makes referrals. If it is a homosexual man or woman,
he or she is referred to Mattachine, D”uehters of Bil-

itis or Society for Individual Rights.
His staff has to be trained to handle all types of

problems: alcoholics, gay problems, teen-agers, mar-
riages etc. The staff cannot have prejudice in any
area. ’kev. Mayes said, '"'We expect too much of them 1
am afraid. Wr expect saints, we get martyrs. The

staff is faced with the problem of being able t

ten to anything without being shocked. People on the
verge of suicide, gay people in this case, sometimes
go into intimate details of their sexual [lives in



terms the average heterosexual cannot know. They may
never have talked to anyone before about their prob-

lems and are now prepared to bare their souls to any-

body who will listen before they do make it out.

Rev. Mayes then went into the problem of trying to
catch a dangerous suicide without getting the police
involved. Let us say an ambulance is quite likely to
be needed. If a police ambulance 1is requested, the
squad car will arrive about 15 minutes before the am-
bulance does. If the potential suicide is in a gay
bar or some similar circumstance, the patrons are very
threatened and the situation is made much more hazard-
ous. So usually, the Squad tries to avoid calling for
any police help whatsoever.

Mayes, who has a rather dry humor, said that he under-
stood that a truly neurotic person was entirely homo-

sexual, or entirely heterosexual — that the ideal was
to be bisexual — go with a boy this week, a girl the
next. Unfortunately, he said, they were not at the

point where they could train their staff to that point
of view, or action!

He ended with the observation that they got some peo-
ple as potential suicides who had no sexual organs at
all. The problem was to show them that life was still
worth living. That, he said, was neither easy to ex-
plain, nor to justify.

ACTION - FLEXIBILITY - CITIZENS®™ ALERT

A. Cecil Williams, Chairman of Citizens®™ Alert, spoke
next. Rev. Williams is Minister at Glide Memorial
Methodist Church. He said that he had his "collar”™ on
because his wife couldn*t find his one white shirt
that morning; so if we needed him for a "domonstra-
tlon" after the Convention, just let him know, he was
dressed for the occasion. In telling of his work with
CA, Cecil spoke of his deep concern with the tremen-
dous fear exhibited by all victims of police harass-

ment or brutality...._their extreme fear of retaliation
from the police or certain elements of the police if
they tried to get justice. He gave examples of three

homosexual young men, beaten up; a Negro boy held 45
days even though witnesses present at the time of an
assault on a young girl, could not and would not Iden-

tify him as the culprit; the fact that the boy"s
grandmother was going to take him and leave San Fran-

cisco if a Negro policeman involved in the case did
not stop harassing him. He gave an example of a young
man, bearded, "beatnik' type who had his home searched
without a search warrant. He was pushed and hit when
he asked for a search warrant. He said that CA had

worked with cases Involving Hell"s Angels, other motor
cycle groups and had even had one '"Bircher" defended
by one of their Negro lawyers! "Now you ]”ow some-
thing"s happening!,” he expostualted as the audience
exploded with delight.

Cecil went on to say that he had helped to organize
three Citizens®™ Police Review Boards in different ci-
ties, but that he didn"t believe in them anymore. He
said that they always get the 'big, fat cats" who"ve
forgotten what"s happened to them and don"t know what
is going on anymore. He felt that the CA concept was
much more practical, effective. It is very flexible
as an organization with a 24-hour service — doctors,
lawyers, photographers, ministers, ballsbondsmen, all
on tap. Anybody is free to use this service, to call
for help if he or she needs it.

The First thing that happens when you call if you hap-
pen to be in jail and have been beaten up or otherwise
mistreated, is that a lawyer will be sent to interview
you on what he calls their "short form.”" He will find
out exactly what you think happened. Also, if you
need one, a ballbondsman will be sent to you. Once
getting out of jail, CA will have a photographer take
pictures of the evidence of physical mistreatment, if
such exists. The third step is to get you to a phys-
ician for a documented medical report. The fourth
step is to have you interviewed on the "long form."
Finally, a lawyer will pursue legal redress of griev-
ances for you, if it has been proven to the satisfac-
tion of Citizens® Alert that this 1is a true case of
police brutality or police harassment outside the
scope of police duty and responsibility. (For ins-
tance, if you resist arrest or become violent, the
policeman may have to use some force to take you in.)
A report is then filed through the Community Relations
Unit of the S. F. P. D. Chief Cahill created another
group for reports and protests of this nature to be



filed through, but CA will not use it. They feel no
other S_.F.P.D. division is as trusted in the community
and that they have the pulse-beat of the community
better than any other group in the department. The
Chief then sends Investigating teams out on the case,

and CA does likewise.

Rev. Williams added that Citizens® Alert had become a
rather persuasive, forceful group in the community.
Due to its extreme flexibility in concept and action,
they could, 1if they wanted to, 'police the policemen
tomorrow"™ or create a Police Review Board or whatever.
However, he had already stated what he thought of the
Police Review Boards.

He told us that the question was not "‘does police bru-
tality exist?" It does, in fact, exist. The question
is "how much?"

Where problems that affect the well-being of the self-
hood of individuals and the health of the community
like this are involved, one must deal with forces in-
volved from a"power position." We have to mobilize
people so that they may become operative. Too long we
have attempted to solve things by "contemplating our
navel " (as Rev. Lewis Durham had stated earlier) or
thought we could change things on an individual basis.

Rev. Williams ended his presentation with an example
from a recent play, wherein the author of the play is
standing on stage with the rest of the actors. He is
concerned about a guy in the balcony called Joe Smith.
Joe represents all the spectators of Hfe at the pre-

rime. He calls to Joe Smith, asks him why he is
sitting up there being a spectator; he asks him to
come down and get on stage with the rest of the actors
but Joe Smith won"t budge. The author sends a couple

of actors up to get him and bring him down on the
stage with them. They say,'"you got common problems with

us, Joe Smith." They tell him, in essence, "how come
you beensettin® up there all this time spectating?

So Rev. Williams throws down the gauntlet to all mini-
sters and other people who could help, but prefer to
think and talk about minority problems and not get
dirtv doing anything about them. He tells these peo-
ple, "You gotta come down and get on the stage....be-
cause that"s the way things are at this time and this
place in history. And if you don"t, then one of these

days, we gonna go up and get you from the balcony, get
you down from there, and put you on the stage. Then
you"re gonna find out what it"s like to be an actor!"

While all the speakers received rounds of applause,
Cecil probably received more because of his humor, his
Intensity and his hard-hitting"tell “em how it is,baby
approach." This Methodist minister is the Chairman of
Citizens" Alert? '"Holy Justice," 1 thought, "You just
gotta know something®s happening!I1"

SOMETHING HAPPENED TO ME 1

Dr. Clarence A. Colwell, President, The San Francisco
Council on Religion and the Homosexual, then came on
with the opener that after the big cannons of Lewis
Durham, Bernard Mayes and Cecil Williams had been shot
off...comes the BB gun! Do not let this false modesty
fool you. "Clay" Colwell, Minister of Metropolitan
Mission, Northern California Conference of the United
Church of Christ, 1is probably one of the strongest
ministers going. Anyone attending the National Plan-
ning Conference of Homophile Organizations, Aug. 25-27
which he chaired as a service to the homophile commun-
ity knows better. Also, anyone working in the SFCRH
at the present time knows better, 1 understand.

Clay gave a humorous build - up that had the audience
rocking with laughter before he. begame deadly serious.
Among other funnies that he treated us to was that he
said that he"d considered himself an "honorary S.0.B"

tvo years, but that he was sure his wife on occa-
sion was sure there was no "honorary stuff' about it."
(Clay got his official S.0.B. card to carry that night

at the banquet.)

He told us that he had long had an interest andconcern
in the way society labels, judges and condemns the ho-
mosexual . .."Society is you and me," he clarified. Be-
fore coming to San Francisco, he admitted that the
cause of integrating homosexuals J.nto society was mid-
range on his Jist of concerns. But, through the SFCRH

contacts he met and made friends with many homophiles.

He said, ""When for me homosexuals became people, some-
thing happened to me. Which is probably the reason why
I am standing here,instead of a dozen other places I m



often called to be.” Now he puts our cause right up
there at the top of the list of his conct*ms.

The main or primary value of CRH, he feels, is to pro-
vide opportunities for ministers, church workers and
others to meet homophiles face to faceand talk to them
personally ~ to learn then that first and foremost the
homosexual is a "people,” an individual and a person
whose sexual preference may be predominately with per-
sons of his or her own sex.

As a sensitive clergyman. Clay knows something about
stereotypes and molds that people hold in their minds—
all people do this - that rob other individuals of
their right to be themselves and which totally or par-
tially cut off communication between human beings so
that no common project undertaken can function right or

well.

He said that If he were at a meeting where it was not
known that he was a clergyman, once it did become
known, he could not only feel, but could almost see
the gears shift to where he almost ceased to be a man
to his former conversationalists and was filed neatly
away under "clergyman™ in a matter of a split-second.
He was no longer '"a people,”™ an interesting conversa-
tionalist, but had become whatever the person®s con-
cept of "clergyman" meant to him based on his past ex-
periences with clergymen. This usually meant to Clay
he would become a "sexless,sinless, joyless, judgmental,

stuffed shirt, and ipso facto, not much of a human be-

ing." IT that is true for the clergy, how much more
true it is for the person of homosexual orientation,
especially where the word "homosexual™ is mentioned
within church circles, "pervert, criminal, mentally
unbalanced, child molester, deviate, etc.,"” were the
usual stereotype synonyms to come to mind. We will

never confront each other as people so long as we per-
mit these stereotypes to exist and to remain in our
thinking, he told us.

The CRH is interested in legal reforms relating to
private, consenting, adult sexual behavior be it homo-
sexual or heterosexual. It is also interested in fos-
tering and engaging in research on homosexuality with-
in the broad spectrum of sexuality.

Clay conveyed with uncompromising intensity that it
was his belief that since the Church had,by and large,
been responsible for the anti-homosexual attitudes in
society, that the Church had to have a part, perhaps
even a major part, in the changing of these attitudes.
If it is true that the laws of the land reflect the
Church®s teachings and biases, then the Church must
begin to say clearly and uncompromisingly that private
sexual behavior between consenting adults, is no busi-
ness of the law. The Church must get it across so
sharply that legislators can no longer hang the re-
sponsibility on the Church, but will have only their
own biases to blame. Clay does not believe that there
is any basis whatever in Hebrew or Jewish scripture
for deducing that homosexual behavior is a violation
of the "laws of God,"™ and that somehow the Church must
make this so clear that there will be no room left
whatever for the most zealous policeman to enforce the
law in the name of God. “"January 1st, 1965, Calif-
ornia Hall, must never be allowed to happen again any-
where in this country, not ever, for such an event
borders dangerously on the edge of witch hunting,” he
said with candid passion.

The United Church of Christ is the very first to take
a public stand behind the aims and goals of CRH-—-to
give both fiscal and official support to the project.
The Methodist Church and other groups have been making
gestures in the direction of verbal commitment to the
Council, but Clay said he would welcome even more
their Ffiscal commitment. "Like it or not, 1 think
that it"s really true that “where the treasury is—
there also is the heart."" And furthermore, nobody
gets off the hook just because he considers himself
outside the pale of the church. Help is needed from
interested homophiles, of whatever religious persua-

sion, or lack of it.

While erasing racial injustice is a number one cause
in the country today, it must never be forgotten that
it is still more respectable to be a Negro than to be
a homosexual. The homophlle minority has just as
heavy and unjustifiable burden to bear as the racially

oppressed.

Clay ended with the story of Ralph Waldo Emerson®s
Page 13



often called to be.” Now he puts our cause right up
there at the top of the list of his conctms.

The main or primary value of CRH, he feels, is to pro-
vide opportunities for ministers, church workers and
others to meet homophiles face to faceand talk to them
personally - to learn then that first and foremost the
homosexual is a "people,”™ an individual and a person
whose sexual preference may be predominately with per-
sons of his or her own sex.

As a sensitive clergyman. Clay knows something about
stereotypes and molds that people hold in their minds—
all people do this - that rob other individuals of
their right to be themselves and which totally or par-
tially cut off communication between human beings so
that no common project undertaken can function right or

well.

He said that if he were at a meeting where it was not
known that he was a clergyman, once it did become
known, he could not only feel, but could almost see
the gears shift to where he almost ceased to be a man
to his former conversationalists and was filed neatly
away under '‘clergyman”™ in a matter of a split-second.
He was no longer "a people,”™ an interesting conversa-
tionalist, but had become whatever the person®s con-
cept of "clergyman”™ meant to him based on his past ex-
periences with clergymen. This usually meant to Clay
he would become a "sexless,sinless, joyless, judgmental,

stuffed shirt, and ipso facto, not much of a human be-

ing." If that is true for the clergy, how much more
true it is for the person of homosexual orientation,
especially where the word "homosexual™ is mentioned
within church circles, "pervert, criminal, mentally
unbalanced, child molester, deviate, etc.,” were the
usual stereotype synonyms to come to mind. We will

never confront each other as people so long as we per-
mit these stereotypes to exist and to remain in our
thinking, he told us.

The CRH is Interested in legal reforms relating to
private, consenting, adult sexual behavior be it homo-
sexual or heterosexual. It is also Interested in fos-
tering and engaging in research on homosexuality with-
in the broad spectrum of sexuality.

Clay conveyed with uncoapromising intensity that it
was his belief that since the Church had,by and large,
been responsible for the anti-homosexual attitudes in
society, that the Church had to have a part, perhaps
even a major part, in the changing of these attitudes.
If it is true that the laws of the land reflect the
Church®s teachings and biases, then the Church must
begin to say clearly and uncompromisingly that private
sexual behavior between consenting adults, is no busi-
ness of the law. The Church must get it across so
sharply that legislators can no longer hang the re-
sponsibility on the Church, but will have only their
own biases to blame. Clay does not believe that there
is any basis whatever in Hebrew or Jewish scripture
for deducing that homosexual behavior is a violation
of the "laws of God,'" and that somehow the Church must
make this so clear that there will be no room left
whatever for the most zealous policeman to enforce the
law in the name of God. "January 1st, 1965, Calif-
ornia Hall, must never be allowed to happen again any-
where in this country, not ever, for such an event
borders dangerously on the edge of witch hunting," he

said with candid passion.
«

The United Church of Christ is the very first to take
a public stand behind the aims and goals of CRH....to
give both fiscal and official support to the project.
The Methodist Church and other groups have been making
gestures in the direction of verbal commitment to the
Council, but Clay said he would welcome even more
their fiscal commitment. Like it or not, 1 think
that it"s really true that “"where the treasury is—
there also is the heart.™" And furthermore, nobody
gets off the hook just because he considers himself
outside the pale of the church. Help 1is needed from
Interested homophlles, of whatever religious persua-

sion, or lack of it.

While erasing racial injustice is a number one cause
in the country today, it must never be forgotton that
it is still more respectable to be a Negro than to be
a homosexual . The homophile minority has just as
heavy and unjustifiable burden to bear as the racially

oppressed.

Clay ended with the story of Ralph Waldo Emerson®s



visiting Henry David Thoreau, who was in jail for an
act of civil disobedience. The dialogue between the
two men has been reported to be the shocked query of
Emerson: 'Henry, why are you here?" and the sad, but
furious answer: "Waldo, why are you not here?

THE MICROCOSM By Maureen Duffy
N. Y., Simon & Schuster, 1966
London, Hutchinson, 1966

The psychologically necessary defect of virtually all
Lesbian novels is the personal and subjective tone of
narrative. The recounting of personal tragedy or per-
sonal success has heretofore, been the scope of the
genre. THE MICROCOSM visits the personal realm of Les-
bianism and effectively shows that this is neither
the beginning nor the end of the world.

It is evening, and from the edges of their daily lives
the members of the community gather. Down the wooden
stairs, stage left, comes the first of the many — to
the "Shades of Might,” a club for Lesbians in London,
England.

Dominating the center of the stage is Matt, narrator-
heroine, intellectual butch, lover of Rae,former lover
of Jill and life-friend of Carl, a deceased woman much
like Matt in temperament. From Matt we learn first of
the community life in The Club. Then individually, the
many major characters occupy the spotlight to speak
their individual, personal stories. Each of their
Views is necessarily limited, personal, subjective.
The author has devised the clever means of allowing
them dialectal freedom, so that they speak, not in the
voice of the narrator, but in natural tongues, accord-
ing to their intellectual and societal positions.

There is Steve, physical education teacher at a girls”

8chool7~ litelly counting the probable Lesbians among
her charges and idly wondering why anyone could love a
little girl and being amused and dismayed at the idea
that some people imagine Lesbians desire children. She
is, of course, much too involved with a colleague, the
French teacher, and worried about the progress of this
love aff?ir, to be concerned with the children.

Then there is Marie, married and going slowly mad with
repression.

A new girl in London, running away from the provinces,
is brought to Matt"s tender loving care by a sympathe-
tic gay boy. The poignant scenes in The Club as Matt
and Rae make this child, Cathy, welcome and safe unob-
trusively are among the most successful of the many
vignettes presented in the book.

Sadie, a Cockney piece, dreams over her typewriter of
her Jonnle. They, Sadie and Jonnie, work hard for
their small comer of the world; which consists only
of happy evenings before the "'telly" and an occasional
visit to The Club.

Judy, the narcissistic beauty, is visited on Saturday,
the momi"* before the evening, and we follow her ela-
borate preparations as she embarks on her weekly
cruise, Saturday night at The Club.

Suddenly, the novel becomes a kaleidoscopic whirl
through the history of Lesbianism and the connection
between this club, these people and the larger world
they inhabit (not always contentedly) becomes clear...
the "Microcosm'™ is an enormous society and most whol-
ly Integrated on a "like-it-or-not" basis with all the

world at large.

The pace is slowed, by long chapters devoted to Matt"s
soliloquies. These range from a thorough examination
of the butch-femme dichotomy to the effect of the cur-
rent civil rights movenent in homosexual organizations
~ from the adventures of 18th Century actress and
transvestite, Mrs. Charlotte Charke, to the loves of
Florence Nightingale — from the emotions created by
visual art to the physical needs of the masculine Les-

bian.



with Rae and her past, as well as the tragic death of
Carl "™ and the effect these things have had on Matt.
In the end,as Matt and Rae leave the world of The Club
to join an archeollglcal expedition™ we realize subtly
that there Is no safe world away from the mainstream
of life, no "rockpool”™ at the water"s edge of life;
that to live you have to swim in the whole ocean.

Miss Duffy Is an Immensely clever writer with an enor-
mous range In characterization and philosophy.

The first dictionary definition of "microcosm" is a
"little world” and the second is "a community thought
to be the epitome of the world." THE MICROCOSM is both
of these; more it Is the definitive Lesbian novel.

Ifeureen Duffy, author of THE MICROCOSM, is a young
English novelist. This 1s her third book, the
first to be published in the United States, Her
first novel, THAT"S HOW IT WAS, and her second
novel, THE SINGLE EYE, were published in England
only. She lives in Clapham and is a teacher.

A detailed examination of THE MICROCOSM and the
author®s personal goals in writing the novel, ap-
peared in the English periodical, BOOKS AND BOOK-
MEN, June, 1966.

NEXT MONTH

We will tell you about'"Our Acquaintances in the After-
noon some more happenings at The Convention. And
since it will be our Christmas Issue, we will print a
message from a minister who has something differmat *o
say about the Church. Book reviews and a welcome-back
of our "Readers Respond"™ column should make the Decem-
ber LADDER a welcome holiday guest In your home.

Don"t overlook the splendid gift THE LADDER can be for
srane friend on your Christmas list. Order early to
assure delivery in December.

WHAT CONCRETE STEPS
CAN BE TAKEN TO FURTHER
THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT?

An address by Shirley Holler, Pres., DOB

To an extent it is difficult for me to discuss what the
homophile movement should be doing. I have some very
clear ideas about what the Lesbian should be doing but
the problems of the male homosexual and the female homo-

sexual differ considerably.

Most perceptive authorities have stated that the basic
problems in relattions between the sexes arise from the
completely artificial dichotomies of role and appearance
ascribed to each sex by society. From the median beds
wherein we lie, few persons, homosexual or heterosexual,
arise whole and healthy individuals.

The social conformist is wracked by anxieties in his am-
bivalent clinging to the social artifacts which require
his denunciation of his nature. The social non-conform-
ist is driven to propound his personal revelation as be-
ing above reproach and beyond question. In such a soci-
ety Lesbian interest is more closely linked with the
women®s civil rights movement than the homosexual civil
liberties movement.

The particular problems of the male homosexual include
police harrassment, unequal law enforcement, legal pro-
scription of sexual practices and for a relatively few
the problem of disproportionate penalties for acts of
questionable taste such as evolve from solicitations,
wash-room sex acts and “ -ansexual attire.

In contrast, few women re subject to police harrassment
and the instances of arrest of Lesbians for solicitation,
wash-room sex or transexual attire are so infrequent as
to constitute little threat to the Lesbian community be-
yond the circle of the immediately involved. The rare
occurrnces serve to remind the Lesbian that such things
are possible, but also that they rarely happen.

The problems of importance to the Lesbian are job secur-



ity, career advancement and family relationships»

The important difference between the male and female ho-
mosexual is that the Lesbian is discriminated against
not only because she is a lesbian, but because she is a
woman. Although the Lesbian occupies a «privileged «
place among homosexuals,she occupies an under-privileg
place in the world«

It is difficult for a woman to be accepted as a leader
in any community or civic organization and the woman who
does succeed in breaking down the barriers in recogni-
tion is usually greeted with a mixture of astonishment
arri sympathetic amusement. There are few women who de-
sire to emulate Carrie Nation, chained to a fiire hydrant
and swinging a battle-axe— but the few women wdio achieve
community, professional or civic leadership are compared
to that image, sometimes rightfully so, since despite
legal recognition of feminine equality, the road to pub-
lic irecognition for each woman leads across the battle-
field.

Lesbians have agreed (with reservations) to join in com-
mon cause with the male homosexual -- her role in soci-
ety has been one of mediator between the male homosex-
ual and society. The recent DOB Convention was such a
gesture. The reason we were able to get the public of-
ficials there was because we are women, because we of-
fered no threat. Hoviever, they did not bargain for what
they got. They did not expect to be challenged on the
issues of male homosexuality. In these ways we show our
willingness to assist the male homosexual in seeking to
alleviate the problems our society has inflicted on him.

There has been little evidence however, that the male
homosexual has aiiy intention of making common cause with
us. "K suspect that should the male homosexual achieve
his particular objectives in regard to his homosexuality
he might possibly become a more adamant foe of women®s
rights than the heterosexual male has ever been. ¢
would guess that a preponderance of male homosexuals
woulld believe their ultimate goal achieved if the laws
relating to sodony were removed and a male homosexual
were appointed chief of pélice.)

This background may help you understand why, although
the Lesbian joins the male homosexual in areas of imme-

-diate and common concern, she is at the same time, pre-
paring for a longer struggle, waged on a broader base
miith the widest possible participation of the rank and

file Lesbian. It shows iihy, to the Lesbian leader, dif-
fusion and concensus are as important as leadership and
direction. Demonstrations which define the homosexual
as a unique minority defeat the very cause for thich the
homosexual strives — TO BE CONSIDERED AN INTEGRAL PART
OF SOCIETY. The homosexual must show that he 1is, in
fact, NOT a unique ‘'social problem."™ That concept is
too i\d.dely held to require endorsement “rom homophile or-
ganizations. Demonstrations that emphasize the unique-

ness of the homosexual may provide an outlet for some
homosexuals®™ hostilities, but having acted out his re-
volt, he loses a part of the drive that might have been
available for more constructive approaches to problem
solving.

The basic objectives of the homophile orgaaizations must
continue to be open to new avenues of in-depth ccmmunica-
tion. Its energies must not be channelized- its attempts
must be repetitive — its approaches must be as diverse
as imaTinalLion wd.ll allow. To put this more specifical-
ly, ~TliS MORE WAYS VIE CAN GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE
GREATEST VARIETY OF APPROACHES TO THE WIDEST POSSIBLE
CONFIGURATION OF THE PROBLEMS RELATED TO HOMOSEXUALITY,
THE MORE LIKELY ARE TO ACHIEVE SOME MEASURE OF SUC-

CESS.

I can name a few dozen of the concrete steps your organ-
izations should be taking. 1 do not doubt that you have
tried them. Then, 1 say continue these and add more and
more .and more.

The argiwent that concentration is more productive than
diversitv is false v;hen applied to homophile organiza-
tions. You cannot "retool" the talents of your member-
ship to meet a current m.arket. The only thing you may do
is warehouse talent which could be of use to the common
cause. Because this is a fact, one also hears the notion
that instead of re-too].ing the members, we should retool
the orcanizations and perhaps, eventually, each person
v/ill find the organization of his level and interest.

According!*/, proceeding from our statement of

wish to offer a few constructive steps — stens we do not
like to call concrete, but in Tfull knowledge of the
shifts of time aci structure!, vie believe to be firm and
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tread-worthy.

1.

To affirm as a goal of such a conference» n
concerned about women’s civil rights as male homosex-
uals* civil liberties. }

To suo-gest that homosexual men attempt to appreciate
th« value of wonsn as PEOPLE Jn the moirement, respect
abilities as individuels, not seek then out as simple
==show-pieces.*" _ } no s i
That those philosophical factors of homosexuality
which engage both-feexes be basic to our concepts of

Siat~the number of one sex not be a determinate fac-
tor in decisions of policy, but that a considers

of all arguments be heard ""rd that CONCENSUS be the
goal of the conference, "nsofar as we do find trust
an.) value in the male - oriented horaophile organiza-
tions, we will Ffi«i common ground upon which to work.

Fiction is said to be the dramatized reflection of the
mores of the times. Poetry, a much more intimate ex-
pression, is the soil of the poet -- an intense exam-
ination of his needs, fears, impressions and hopes. It
Is the most beautiful of the written arts, and the
least understood, requiring patience and compassion
from the reader.

Many poets have written about Lesbian love. The male
poets have, perhaps rightly, primarily confined them-
selves to expressing this in terms of sexuality or df
hatred. The female poets speak in softer terms for
the most part, using emotional reaction in place of
overt sexuality to delineate experience. Some of them
resort to disguise by eliminating or changing personal
pronouns; but the practiced ear soon learns to distin-
guish the difference in tone and to identify that

touch which says clearly, "for women only."

The poetry of Lesblana covers a 2,500 year period and
we have necessarily relegated the more famous classical
poets and virtually all of the male poets to the bib-
liography, discussing here only that poetry most pro-
perly termed variant, l.e., subtle evocations of love
between women, most often without overt expression.
Some minor items are Included in the text because they
are not as well known as they deserve to be. With the
exception of Renee Vivien, only poets whose works (or
parts of works) can be found in English are Included,
We have rejected chronology in favor of simple alpha-
betical order, since poetry is properly both timeless
and timely.

Mercedes de Acosta was deeply Involved in the early
years of this century with our theatrical and literary
history as testified to in her autobiography, HERE
LIES THE HEART. Her poetry, particularly STREETS AND
SHADOWS, reflects her emotional involvement with other
women . She has ?, though thin voice, and almost
the entire collection is pertinent to this study.

A pale evocation of classic passions, THE LOVE OF
MYRRHINE AND KONALLIS, by Richard Adlington, is a gen-
tle version, albeit more palatable, of Louys* SONGS OF

BILITIS.

Only one collection of Natalie Clifford Barney"s works
is available 1in English, POEMS AND POEMES:AUTRES AL-
LIANCES, though she is an American by birth. Like her
fellnv expatriate, Renee Vivien, her work was almost
wholly Lesbian in subject matter. This collection is
rare and very expensive but it is well worth searching
out.

Possibly the full mystery of the glorious and tragic
Bronte family will never be satisfactorily solved,
but much of the tension and frustration present in
Emily Bronte"s life is explained in her interfem-
inlne love poetry.

Emily Dickinson continues to be considered a critical
enigma, very undeservedly, since Rebecca Patterson s
biography, THE RIDDLE OF EMILY DICKINSON,quite conclu-
sively proves her Lesbian orientation. This book read
in conjunction with Dickinson"s poetic works, tells a



tragic and very loving love story.

Hilda Doolittle, the imagist, contributed many subtle
variant poems. Her entire poetic work is pertinent to
some extent, as is her single novel, BID ME TO LIVE*

Romantic love and tender companionship marked the lives
of Katerine Bradley and Edith Cooper, who wused the
pseudonym, Michael Field, for their published work.
Their personal love story is an amazing example of the
marriage of two minds. They were so close that it is
impossible to determine which of them was responsible
for what portion of their work together. Virtually all
of their poetry is variant, and some portions of it is
very explicit.

It is amazing,particularly in view of her fame in Les-
bian literature, that so little attention has been
paid Radclyffe Hall"s poetry.lt is entirely Lesbian in
viewpoint and very rewarding from an emotional stand-
point. She is a classic example of pronoun disguise,
since all the poems are passionately directed to wo-
men from, supposedly, a male narrator. (This Is par-
ticularly unusual, since her poetry volumes were pub-
lished under her full legal name,Marguerltte Radclyffe
Hall, which could leave little question of her sex in
the minds of her readers.)

One of the mavericks of the 16th Century, Louise Labe,
pricked by societal restraints, threw the traces a
little in some of her poems and left a touch of frus-
trated Lesbianism for today®s history lovers.

Amy Lowell, ugly and fat,an overgrown toad, who smoked
cigars and slapped backs. Amy Lowell, ugly and fat,
died a little each day for love and loved hopelessly
in life. Fortunately she was not silent and she left
behind a glorious record of that love which dares more
and more to speak its name.

Katherine Mansfield j.ived a quiet, bitter, frightened
inner life beneath her noisy exterior and a careful
reading of her more personal diaries (which include
her poetry) shows the cause, as do some of her short
stories.

Jeannette H. Foster cited Edgar Lee Master®s DOOMSDAY
BOOK in her famous historical survey of Lesbian liter-

ature, SEX VARIANT WOMEN IN LITERATURE. She recently
discovered and brought to the present authors* atten-
tion the sequel to this epic poem, THE FATE OF THE
JURY. Ironically, the sequel is far more overt than
the original book dealing with several Lesbians in
great detail. Written in free verse, this can, indeed
must, be read as a novel. Local libraries will have
this book and even readers who normally shun poetry
will not want to miss it.

The flamboyant actress, Adah Isaacs Menken, despite
her heterosexual history, was pretty clearly a man-
hater and the core of her emotional response seemingly
belonged to women.Her only surviving volume of poetry,
the very rare INFELICIA.makes any other interpretation
of her life impossible. Several of the flood of recent
biographies of her life allude briefly to this (to her
biographers) discrepancy in her life, since she was
rather notorious for her heterosexual involvements in
her day.

Charlotte Mew,unhappily for literary history, took her
own life, after destroying most of her poetry. Only 2
shim volumes remain, and of these, THE RAMBLING SAILOR
is the most pertinent. Again, this is relatively rare
but it is worth searching out. (There is a striking
frontispiece, a portrait of the author, in the 1929
edition cited in the bibliography, which shows her fo
have been as severe, though not as handsome, at Rad-

clyffe Hall, and much the same type.)

Because of her known Lesbian tendencies and the profu-
sion of works about her life, we feel tempted to rele-
gate Edna St.Vincent Millay to the bibliography. How-
ever, if there is one among you who has not fallen in
love again to the voices in her [lines — do now
there is no other quite like her.

Alphabetically following Miss Millay, and Ilronically,
very rightly so, is young poet Mary Oliver, whose sole
volume to date, NO VOYAGES AND OTHER POEMS, is remin-
iscent of Millay"s more romantic poems. However, Miss
Oliver has a fresh, tangy, modern tone in her poetry
which more than gives it a life in its own right.
Watch this name; we will hear more from her and it

will be worth listening to.



The fey and affected creature, Rose O"Neill, left us
THE MASTER MISTRESS as her only poetry volume. Her
titular use of Shakespeare®s most homosexual sonnet

sets the tone.

Katherine Philips, known by her soubriquet, Orlnda the
Matchless, must be searched out in poetry anthologies,
since no single volume of her work exists. Her avail-
able poems celebrate Intense emotional attachments to
women — particularly those dealing with her beloved
Lucasla.

Some years from now when all of the principals and
their descendents are deceased, literary history will
be enriched by the full story of that Illustrious
coterie. The Bloomsbury Group, which Included most of
England®s important writers and artists over a 25-year
period. Among the more central figures are Virginia
Woolf¥ and her dear friend, Victoria Sackville-West.
The latter®s only published poetic contribution to
Lesbian literature is the muted volume,KINGS DAUGHTER.
(Miss Sackville-West, in addition to being the central
figure of Virginia Woolf"s ORLANDO, has, herself writ-
ten a Lesbian novel, THE DARK ISLAND, and a biography
of a famous French Lesbian.)

May Sarton, contemporary poet and novelist, has made a
tremendous contribution to Lesbian literature in her

poetry as well as in her novels. Her entire poetic
output is highly recommended since each volume con-
tains many pertinent items; but particular emphasis

here must be placed on her books: CLOUD, STONE, SUN,
VINE; IN TIME LIKE AIR; THE LAND OF SILENCE and THE
LION AND THE ROSE. The long sonnet sequence, "A Div-
orce of Lovers"™ in CLOUD, STONE, SUN, VINE relates the
entire history of a Lesbian affair after its agonized
termination.

"Never the sound of your name on my lips/ And my heart
speaks ONLY IN WHISPERS"™ is the titular designation cf

Alicia Kay Smith"s only known pertinent volume. This
is the rarest of the Lesbian poetry volumes known to
the authors. It is also the most overt and among the

most romantic. She is certainly not a great poet; but
she deserved a better fate than obscurity. We have no
way, short of reprinting the book, to recommend it
more highly than to say that it is worth skipping
meals to afford it IF you can find a copy.

""Strange Waters,'" an unusual esoteric story-length
poem by George Sterling is included because of its un-
common use of Lesbianism and for the high quality of

the poetry. It belongs primarily in complete collec-
tions.

Itis hard to be enthusiastic over someone who obvious-
ly wrote in hatred, but Boris Todrin®"s poem, "Hate
Song,"™ in 7 MEN is excellent. This is the story of
one man®"s loss of his wife to another woman. It is

very effective poetry though certainly nagatlve in its
approach.

NAKED POEMS, by Phyllis Webb, is the most overt of the
examples of Lesbianism treated in the so-called mod-
em poetry form. Unlike many of her contemporaries,
however, she is very primarily concerned with the im-
portance of love in the human condition. Her book is
very welcome since it reminds us that even in today"s
age of machines instead of emotions, some people do,
literally care for one another.

When James Wrightfe first volume of poetry was publish-
ed in 1957, he was a part of Yale University"s series
of young poets. Today he is one of our lead-tnp con-
temporary poets. His two poems, "'Sappho' and "Erlnna
to Sappho,"™ are unusually intuitive, coning as they do
from a male author®s pen.

NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY: Please note that many of the
better known poets listed here can be found in numer-
ous other editions. Those seriously interested in
tracking down further information will be rewarded by
examining biographies of the poets listed here. There
are many available for the more famous subjects.

Acosta, Mercedes de. Here Lies the Heart, (biography)
N. Y., Reynal, 1960
Streets md Shadows
N.Y., Moffat & Yhrd, 1922

AdlIngton, Richard. The Love of Myrrhine and Konallis
Chicago, Pascal Covici, 1926

Ariosto, Ludovico. Orlando Furioso
Bloomington, Ind.,Ind. Univ.
Press, 1963

Barney, Natalie Clifford. Poems and Poemes; Autres
Alliances. N.Y., George H. Dorai

and Paris, Emile-Paul freres,
1920



Bronte, Emily. Complete Poems. N.Y., Columbia Unlv.
Press, 1941
Gondal Poems. Oxford, Blackwell,b 1938

Baudelaire, Charles. The Flowers of Evil. Transl. by
Edna St. Vincent Millay and Charles
Dillon. N.Y., Harper, 1936, & N.Y.,
Washington Square Press, 1962.
The Flowers of Evil. N.Y., New Di-
rections, 1955, 1958

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor. Chrilstabel (Poem in dozens
of English Literature collections)

Dickinson, Emily. Bolts of Melody. N.Y. Harper, 1945
Selected Poems of Emily Dickinson.
N.Y., Random House (Modem Library)
various dates. See also, Patterson,
Rebecca.

Doolittle, Hilda (Aldington). Bid Me To Live. N.Y.,
Grove Press, 1960 (novel)
Collected Poems of H.D, N.Y., Boni &
Liveright, 1925.
Red Roses for Bronze. London, Lord,
Chatto & Winders. 1931
Selected Poems of H.D. N.Y. Grove
Press, 1957

Erinna. (See Sex Variant Women in Literature,

by Jeannette H. Foster)

Field, Michael, pseud. Entire Poetic Works. See also
Sturgeon, Mary

Foster, Jeannette H. Sex Variant Women in Literature.
N. Y. , Vantage, 1956 (annotated bib-
liography)

Hall, Radclyffe. The Forgotten Island. London, Chapman
and Hall, 1915
Poems of the Past and Present. London
Chapman and Hall, 1910
Sheaf of Verses. London, John and
Edward Bumpus, 1905
Songs of Three Counties and Other
Poems. London, Chapman & Hall, 1913
Twixt Earth and Stars. London, John
and Edward Bumpus, 1906

Labe, Louise. Love Sonnets. N.Y. New Directions,
1947
Louys, Pierre. Songs of Bilitis. Many dozens of ed-

itions, some superbly illustrated.

Lowell, Aray. The Complete Poetical Works of Amy
Lowell. Boston, Houghton, Mifflin,
1955

Mansfield, Katherine. The Journal of Katherine Mans-
field. N. Y., Knopf, 1939, 1940.
See also her short stories.

Masters, Edgar Lee. Doomsday Book, N.Y. MacMillan,
1920
The Fate of the Jury. N.Y. Apple-
ton, 1929

Menken, Adah Isaacs. Infelicla. Philadelphia, Lip-
pincott, 1875, 1888 (originally
privately printed in 1868)

Mew, Charlotte. The Rambling Sailor. London, The
Poetry Bookshop, 1929

Millay, Edna St. Vincent. Collected Poems. N.Y.,Har-

per, 1956
The Lamp and the Bell. N. Y., Har-
per, 1921

Nossis. Various poems and fragments in The

Greek Anthology. N.Y., Putnam,
1915 — 1926 (also in other simi-
lar sources.)

Oliver, Mary. Mo Voyages and Other Poems. Boston.
Houghton,MifFlin, 1965

O"Neill, Rose. The Master Mistress. N.Y., Knopf,
1922

Philips, Katherine (Orinda the Matchless). Various
anthologies featuring 17th Century
English poetry.

Pitter, Ruth. Entire body of work variant tinged.
(Little available in the U.S.)

Rossetti, Christina. Goblin Market. (Poem in dozens
of English poetry anthologies.)

Sackvllle-West, Victoria. King’s Daughter. Garden
City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1930

Sappho. All existing works. Many editions.

Sarton, May. Cloud. Stone. Sun, Vine. N. Y.,
Norton, 1962
Encounter in April. Boston, Hough-
ton, Mifflin, 1937
In Time Like Air. N.Y. Rinehard, 1S53
Inner Landscape. Boston, Hougton,
Mifflin, 1939



Sarton, May (cont*d) The Land of Silence» Ni Y. Rlne

hart, 1953
The Lion and the Rose. N.Y. Rine-
hart, 1948

Smith, Alicia Kay. Only in Whispers. Rockport, Me.,
Falmouth Pub. House, 1947

Sterling, George. Strange Waters. Privately printed,
n.d. (San Francisco, 1926)
Strange Waters, in Americana Eso-
terica. N.Y., Macy-Masius, 1927
Sturgeon, Mary. Michael Field. London, Harrap,

1921, N.Y., Macmillan, 1922. (bio)
Studies of Contemporary Poets. N.
Y., Dodd, Mead, 1920

Swinburne, Algernon Charles. Poems and Prose. London,
Dent and N.Y., Dutton, 1940.
(Everyman®s Library PO(tl) The per-
tinent poems are in many editions
of his work.

Todrin. Boris. Hate Song, single poem in 7 Men.
N.Y., Putnam, 1938
Verlaine. Paul. Baudelaire. Rimbaud. Verlaine

edited by Joseph M. Bernstein. N.Y.
Citadel, 1947. (Individual pertin-
ent poems in many collections of
French poetry.)

Vivien, Renee. Poesies Completes de Renee Vivien.
Paris, Librairie Alphonse Lemerre,
n.d. (v.l, 1901-1903; v.2, 1904-
1909.) Unfortunately her works
are not available in English.

Webb, Phyllis. Naked Poems. Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada, Periwinkle Press, 1965
Wright, James. The Green Wall. New Haven, Conn.

Yale Unlv. Press, 1957

The Editor would be greatly pleased to hear any comment
as to those things that either offend or please about
the manner in which we offered this new and larger
format of THE LADDER this month. We need your criti-
cisms and suggestions — also your writing.

Sorry about this.

For those readers Interested in the following up of
the life of Lady Hester Stanhope, QUEEN OF THE DESERT
(LADDER, Sept., 1966) here is the bibliography for the
article which had to be deleted due to space require-
ments.

Cleveland, Catherine Lucy Wllhelminia (Stanhope)
Powlett, Duchess of...
The Life and Letters of Lady Hes-
ter Stanhope. London, William
Clowes and Sons, 1897

Hamel, Frank. Lady Hester Luev Stanhope. London
and N.Y.r Cassell, 1913
Hasllp, Joan. Lady Hester Stanhope. N.Y., Fred-

erick A. Stokes, 1936

Stanhope, Lady Hester Lucy. Memoirs of Lady Hester
Stanhope, as related by herself
in conversations with her physi-
cian. . ._edited by Charles Lewis
Meryon. 3 v. London, H. Colburn,
1846

ADDITIONAL SOURCES:

Gilbert, Oscar Paul. Women in Men"s Guise. London,
The Bodley Head, 1932

Roundell, Mrs. Charles. Lady Hester Stanhope j_ London,
John Murray, 1909

Strachey, Lytton. Books and Characters. N.Y., Har-
court. Brace, 1932

Crrooo-"~urten la
and miscellany

Conventions always have an aftermath of opinion which
may be new or just old and reinforced.Several comments
have come our way and we give you a sampling.

From ONE CONFI — and since it is "Confi" we give just
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a jot and a tittle of what they really said: They
thought Shirley Wilier "boomed"™ too much. Perhaps she

hurt their little ears with some truths. They also
thought that the DOB had a few ''secret sessions' that
left the fellows out. All we can think of is our al-

ways dreary, sometimes explosive, but very necessary
business meeting and the very practical feed that
followed it. Truly, men, you djWw have so much going
on all the time,we can"t imagine your caring very much
about the Daughters” little affairs. We gave you so
big a day at Saturday"s Convention.

IrkTkkit:kic

We prefer to quote from the Présperos* TRENDS by Thane
wherein a rather prophetic view is taken:

" __...while it was a Lesbian convention, it turned out
in spite of, or regardless of the sponsoring organi-
zation, to be a plea for the homosexual male minority
much more than the female. In either regard, it was
the most portentious confrontation of this minority
with city officials and the religious fraternity in
history.

"One thing that will emerge, I am sure, will be a re-
vamping of the DOB concept. They will play down the
Lesbian factor and go after the "whole woman™ and the
bigger area of women®s rights in general..____.
""'Someday the women of this country, possibly the world
will know what a debt they owe to the pioneering DOBs,
modern Lillian Pankhursts and Margaret Sangers, who
were so reviled in their day and are so revered today.
For that matter, men will owe as much to these pion-
eers as women. The fact that the recent DOB Conven-
tion proved to be more of a battle for the rights of
men than women establishes that the Lesbian has as

much sense of nurture and motherhood as any woman."
E

Elsewhere in the text this month, "The Love that Dare
not Speak its Name" is mentioned. A gay boy told us
recently that it used to be this way, but now "it just

won"t shut up".

*hkkkhkkkikhkkkk

Did you know that there are only 3 qualified women
blacksmiths in the United States?

*kkkkk

Don*"t be surprised if your next LADDER comes rapidly
close on the heels of this issue. For Christmas, we

are trying to catch upl See you soon.

DAUGHTERS of BILITIS

incorporated

MEMBERSHIP in Daughters of Biliiis is limited to women 21
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area, direct inquiry to chapter concerned. Otherwise write to Na-
tional Office in San Francisco for a membership application form.

THE LADDER is a monthly magazine published by Daughters of
Bilitis, Inc., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for J5.00 a year.
Anyone over 21 may subscribe to The Ladder.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wants
to support our work. Wk are a non-profit corporation depending
entirely on volunteer labor. While men may not become members
of Daughters of Bilitis, many have expressed interest in our ef-
forts and have made contributions to further our work.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter:
3U70 Mission St.
San Francisco, Calif.

Los Angeles Chapter: P. 0. Box 727 )
Manhattan Beach, Calif,

New York Chapter; p- 0. Box 3629 i
Grand Central Station
New York 17, New York

Chicago Chapter: p- 0. Box 4497
Chicago, Illinois

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
3470 Mission St., San Francisco. Calif.

Please send THE LADDER for year(s) in a plain sealed
envelope to the address below. lenclose S af the rate of|5.00

for each year ordered.

NAME
address.

CITY .ZONE__ STATE.

I gm 0T 21 yfwr* of



Pass the word

Just five dollars for a full year®s issues of THE
LADDER! It"s the only lesbian magazine published
in the United States. (Subscriptions outside the
U. S., Canada and Mexico are six dollars a year.)

THE LADDER makes a unique Christmas gift for a
friend, for yourself, for a professional acquain-

tance. Order now from Daughters of Bilitis, Inc.,
3770 Mission Street, San Francisco, California.

THE LADDER-a unique gift,
a unique magazinel



