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Lurches have been hkUzig 
fom horoo8exualit7.'' com* 
ilaiDed Canon Cromeye an 
4^etlc father of three girls. 
jThey won’t even admit 
here is a problem."

"Do you think homosexual* 
Hy is wrong?" he was asked. 

/"That is the issue." replied 
Itbe clergyman. "I don’t think 
Lit is. Human beings do not 
ft choose to become bomosexu* f

S. F.̂ Greets 'Daughters'
\n  unlortunaie httle spat 
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. itis and the San Fianci&co 

('onventiun L Visitors Bureau 
has ended happUy 

The Daughters, a le&Liian 
organiution which is holding 
its fourth annual convention 
at the Jack Tar Hotel begin 
mng Friday, were slighted 
u hen its convention was not 

Ibsted in last weeks list of 
[ conventio n ^
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he statement of apology (or 
this oversight."
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Walter P o tts ,  convention 

manager, said it was j u s t  
a m i i u o d e r s t a n d i n g  

He thought it waa only a one- 
day coQventioD and the Bur* 
eau nonnally doesn't list s 
convention unless it is ai 
least three days long.

The Daughters will, hou- 
ever, meet from F r i d a y
through Sunday

cause of the nature of the or­
ganization. Too many of 
these groups have already 
met here for that to be the 
reason.

HISTOR>
He added: ‘‘It's a legiti­

mate group, it seems to have 
a history and it’s a bona fide 
convention.’'

Considering that only about 
*JOO p e o p le —both men and 
women are expected to regis­
ter, the coDventioD has also 
l i ^  up a rather impressive 
list of speakers: Supervisor 
Do r o t h y  VonBenddiagen, 
Municpal Judge G.
Kennedy andJ*
Ellis D̂  § M ^ n d  de* ] 

otioe hei

selves to the over-all theme 
of the con v en t i o n :  "San 
I’̂ rancisco and Its Homophile 
Community—A Merging So­
cial Conscience" Tlie con- 
x entiOD is open to the public.
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^  POÛ L ̂*1tn Ì-. ^*Ve a
“  1 In é ïB ï< « e 'MV* no laws ID .

omia which outlaw the bo- h RuBvIdoal

Fort, ^i^ieipmoieriiiii UD^

«.eans stems rom
IVm " t  P e Æ ï *  " 'w T l r f r  Bilitis. wt^ver,

sexual per se. Our laws oty efBda
directed at specific con- tngrtdd*!

lunity,” and duct, whether that conduct is 2 "
"If noBtl 

' adivta

itis.'
iSHE was. 

for na^iceV prodlvttl̂ îH 
eommtmlty. We have 
in California which 
he homosexual per

for equal trea engag^ in by homosexuals
heterosexuals. . i |

motaxuals 
need ear 9

,aa*/rffl,wiai.iiJ^hat Considered soci^ ^  f< Frandsco. lent offld^ d p^gj^nce and unequal treat- office pub
cropping up last week kj talk to 1 

p r a ^  aberra f̂ thei  ̂ -----
iP:* . tion—the banning <
Francisco B^jgrniat ion” boo

forthcoming Califoi

lot a Crime, Says Panel
Saib.

last weex ^

Judge Jo- 
acfdi Kennedy told a seeaioa 
that bomophilea aboold be

I at aU dtt-

laws are directed at̂  
conduct ,  whet

A  Defense of Homosexuality
;»n «fSeYtó

»>•* lit»*

fluf'fV
I »«M,

\ W>4 ,vior«ï
ttoïï̂ tìte

A '-eclnd ^



purpose off the
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A WOMES’S o r g a n i z a t i o n  FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OF THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY;

..............

............
*•••*

.............
............

O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to  society.

©Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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S. F. Greets 
'Daughters'

As rep o rted  In  the San F ran c isco  C hro n ic le  on August 17 under 
the above h e a d lin e , "an u n fo rtu n a te  l i t t l e  s p a t  betw een the 
Daughters o f  B l l i t l s  and the San F ra n c isc o  C onvention and V is i ­
to rs  Bureau has ended h a p p i ly ,"

DOB was s l ig h te d  in  the  w eek 's l i s t i n g  o f  conv en tio n s In  the 
Sunday e d i t io n  o f  the  p ap e r. P h y l l is  Lyon, p u b lic  r e la t io n s  
d i r e c to r ,  follow ed th i s  up w ith  a l e t t e r  ch a rg in g  "d is c r im in a ­
t io n "  and demanding "a p u b lic  s ta tem en t o f  apology  fo r  th i s  
o v e r s ig h t ." She se n t cop ies to  the two San F ra n c isc o  newspa­
p ers  and the m ajor TV and ra d io  netw orks.

She got h er wish -  and then some. On the  hour news sp o ts  were 
b ro ad cas t on ra d io  s ta t io n s  KE'.ffi and KSPO. KEWB reco rd ed  two 
In te rv iew s w ith  DOB members - one w ith  Miss Lyon abou t th e  con­
ven tion  and one w ith  Del M artin  and Bobbl Demlng abou t p ro b ­
lems encountered  by L esbians In  our s o c ie ty .  Miss Lyon a ls o  
appeared befo re  the te le v is io n  cameras In  a p re -c o n v e n tio n  news 
con ference .

On August 20, the  day o f  the p u b lic  se s s io n s  o f  th e  conven tion  
program , a bevy o f  r e p o r te r s  were In  the  sound booth  o f  the 
Q H otel ta p in g  the speeches and d is c u s s io n . Mr. L arry
b c h l l l e r ,  who Is  working on a documentary f o r  C a p ito l R ecords, 
and George P e t t l n g e l l ,  o f KEAR-FM, who I s  lik e w ise  p re p a r in g  
a d o c ^ e n ta ry  fo r  ra d io ,  reco rded  th e  e n t i r e  d a y 's  p ro ceed in g s . 
R eporte rs  fo r  KEWB Metromedia News taped  some o f  the  h ig h l ig h ts ,  
and by a fte rn o o n  Judge Joseph G, K ennedy's luncheon speech was 
on the a i r .

Follow ing the DOB conven tion , on August 25, Miss Lyon was I n -  
terv lew ed on Spectrum 71;," a KCBS ra d io  te le p h o n e - ln  show, and
W n  l i s t e n in g  au d ien ce . She has a ls o

speak b e fo re  the  S lrtom a B re a k fa s t C lub, which
Rartin H o te l, and ex p ec ts  to  ap p ear on
Radio S ta t io n  KGO's "Churchmen Pace th e  I p u e s . "

sp eak ing , news tre a tm e n t and coverage o f  th e  e n t i r e  
Ten Days In  August was e x c e l le n t .  See cover o f  t h i s  I s s u e .

San Francisco on the Spot 

SETTING THE SCENE

L ois W illiam s, p re s id e n t  o f  the  h o s t c h a p te r  in  San F ra n c isc o , 
o f f i c i a l l y  opened the  p roceed ings o f the  Fourth  N ational Con-’ 
v en tlo n  o f  th e  D aughters o f  B l l i t l s ,  I n c . ,  on August 20, 1966 
a t  the  Jack T ar H o te l. She b id  some 200 convention r e g is t r a n ts  
welcome a t  an e a r ly  morning hour and gave a l i g h t  and w it ty  ta lk  
designed "to  wake you up. J o l ly  you a long  and g e t you In  the 
p ro p e r frame o f mind f o r  th e  program th a t  I s  to  fo llow " -  an a s ­
signm ent Miss W illiam s may have considered  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t which 
she handled  adm irab ly .

The n ex t th re e  speakers devoted th e i r  e f f o r t s  to  an ex p lan a tio n  
o f th e  homophlle movement In  the  c i t y  o f  San F ran c isco  -  I t s  
o r ig in s ,  h i s to r y ,  g o a ls , programs and p o s i t io n .  These papers 
a re  p re se n te d  In  th i s  I s s u e , and re p o r ts  on o th e r  speakers and 
th e  wind-up p anel d is c u ss io n  w i l l  appear in  subsequent Issu es  of 
THE LADDER.

Letters to the Mayor . .
. . .O v e r  th e  y ea rs  p u b lic  o f f i c i a l s  and churchmen have no t been 
n o tab le  f o r  t h e i r  response  to  the homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s . This 
I s  shown c le a r ly  in  the  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  DOB s e n t to  Mayor John 
P. S h e lle y  In  January  o f  I 965 fo llo w in g  the famous ( o r  Infamous) 
p o lic e  harassm ent o f  the New Y e a r 's  B a l l .  (Del M artin  w il l  give 
you more s p e c i f ic s  about th a t  In c id e n t .)  I  quote from DOS's 
l e t t e r  to  the  mayor:

" I f  you r e c a l l ,  back In  1959 the s u b je c t  o f  hom osexuality  In  th is  
c i t y  made s e n s a tio n a l  h ead lin e s  du ring  the regime o f your p red e ­
c e s s o r ,  Mayor George C h ris to p h e r, At th a t  time we wrote to  Mr. 
C h ris to p h e r and o ffe re d  our s e rv ic e s  In  any c o n s tru c tiv e  program 
he m ight undertake  to  b r in g  en ligh tenm ent to  the community about 
t h i s  m in o r ity  group. Mr. C h ris to p h e r d id  no t re p ly .

"In the  s p r in g  o f 196O gay b a r p ay o ffs  made the h e a d lin e s . At 
th a t  tim e we were p lan n in g  our f i r s t  N ational Convention and I n ­
v i te d  P o lic e  C h ief Thomas C a h ill to  speak on p o lic e  p o lic y  and 
problem s r e l a t i n g  to  gay b a rs . C h ief C a h ill  d e c lin e d , though he 
d id  send two re p re s e n ta t iv e s  from the  'hom osexual d e t a i l '  to  
a u d i t .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , d e sp ite  the  Ignorance d isp lay ed  by th ese  
men on th e  g en era l s u b je c t o f  hom osexuality , they  chose to  l i s t e n  
on ly  to  th a t  p o r t io n  o f the program devoted to  a debate on gay 
b a rs  between M orris Low enthal, a t to rn e y , and Sidney P e ln b erg , 
th en  N orthern  C a lifo rn ia  d i r e c to r  o f the A lco h o lic  Beverage Con­
t r o l  B oard. The p o lic e  in s p e c to rs  d id  no t choose to  h ea r the 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o lo g is ts , a n th ro p o lo g is t ,  clergym an, a u th o r , 
and a t to rn e y s  who a ls o  made up the program.



su b seq u en tly  w rote a l e t t e r  to  C h ief C a h il l  o f f e r in g  our 
a s s is ta n c e  In  b rin g in g  ab o u t a more e q u ita b le  s o lu t io n  to  the  
gay b a r  problem . He r e p l ie d  th a t  h is  Job was to  en fo rce  the 
law s, ours to  promote b e t t e r  c i t iz e n s h ip  amoung ou r members.

"We co n sid e r th a t  good c i t iz e n s h ip  a ls o  re q u ire s  endeavor In  
th e  d i r e c t io n  of knowledge and u n d e rs tan d in g  f o r  th e  community 
as a whole. A ll th e se  y ea rs  we have c o n tr ib u te d  to  th i s  end 
In s o fa r  as a h o s t i l e  c i t y  a d m in is tra t io n  would a llo w . But 
somehow. In  some time and In  some way, we f e l t  we must s u re ly  
f in d  someone o f  in flu e n c e  In  the  community who would r e a l iz e  
th a t  hom osexuality  cannot be w r i t te n  o f f  as  a p o l ic e  problem .

"Help has come from a h e re to fo re  unexpected  source  -  th e  Church. 
And what could  b r in g  about a h e a lth y  c lim a te  f o r  th e  c i t y  as a 
whole has been tu rned  In to  a th r e e - r in g  c i r c u s .

"The h o llc e  have p layed  the  ro le  o f b u l l i e s  long  enough. The 
p o lic e  can no lo n g e r be allow ed to  b lock e d u c a tio n a l e n l ig h t ­
enment In  d e a lin g  w ith  homosexuals In  th i s  c i t y .  Ignorance 
and em otion must be re p la c e d  by knowledge and u n d e rs ta n d in g  -  
w ith  a l i t t l e  s e n s i t i v i t y  mixed In  fo r  good m easure,

"Again the  D aughters o f  B l l l t l s ,  I n c , ,  goes on re c o rd  a s  o f ­
f e r in g  w hatever a s s is ta n c e  we can toward any r e a l  I n v e s t ig a ­
t io n  In to  the hom osexual's p l ig h t  In  t h i s  c i t y .  Vie f e e l  t h a t  
you have done some e x c e l le n t  work In  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  In  m edia­
t in g  d isp u te s  In  la b o r  and race  r e la t io n s .  We s in c e re ly  ask 
you to  c o n s id e r a l l  th e  ra m if ic a t io n s  o f  the  homosexual p ro b ­
lem and d ea l w ith  I t  In  the  same manner.

"There a re  many e x is t in g  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and many p ro fe s s io n a l  
p e rso n s who, l ik e  o u rse lv e s , would be w i l l in g  to  co o p era te  In  
a m eaningful d ia lo g u e  which may le a d  to  e q u ita b le  s o lu tio n s  
fo r  a l l  concerned,

"O ff ic e rs  o f  our o rg a n iz a tio n s  a re  a v a i la b le  to  meet and ta lk  
w ith  you a t  your conven ience."

Mayor S h e lle y  d id  no t re p ly  to  t h i s  l e t t e r .  But one y ea r l a ­
t e r ,  when we were f i r s t  making p la n s  fo r  t h i s  co n v en tio n , he 
a p p a re n tly  had a change o f  h e a r t .  While th e  Mayor ex p resses  
h is  r e g r e ts  t h a t  he has an o th e r commitment fo r  t h i s  week and 
I s  unable to  be h e re , he has asked us to  "extend my very  b e s t  . 
w ishes to  your d e le g a te s  fo r  a most su c c e s s fu l c o n v e n tio n ." 
Furtherm ore , he has se n t to  th i s  conven tion  as h is  o f f i c i a l  
r e p re s e n ta t iv e  D r. E l l i s  D. Sox, d i r e c to r  o f P u b lic  H ea lth  f o r  
th e  C ity  and County o f  San F ra n c isc o , who w i l l  appear on the 
program  t h i s  a f te rn o o n , VJhlle we a re  k e e n ly  aware o f  the  Im- 
p lJ '::ik io n s Of Mayor S h e l le y 's  chiojce, we a re  n o n e th e le ss  very  
p le a se d  to  no te  th a t  In  h is  c a p a c ity  as c h ie f  a d m in is tr a to r  o f  
the  c i t y  o f  San F ran c isco  he has taken  the  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  s te p  
tow ards re c o g n itio n  o f  the  problem s o f the  homophlle community 
and t h e i r  s o lu t io n .

You may be w ondering why, when th i s  I s  a n a tio n a l  co n v en tion , 
we have l im ite d  our p rog ram 's scope to  a s in g le  c i t y ,  to  what 
may be co n sid e red  a lo c a l  I s s u e . You may ask what b e a rin g

th i s  s o r t  o f  In q u iry  may have In  r e l a t i o n  to  the  n a tio n a l p i c ­
tu re  and why people  should  t r a v e l  from a l l  over the  coun try  to  
a u d i t  what m ight be c a l le d  a fam ily  squabb le .

W ell, the  "fam ily  squabble" I s  u n iv e rs a l!  San F ran c isco  i s  one 
o f the many c i t i e s  th roughou t the  co un try  w ith  a co n cen tra ted  
homosexual p o p u la tio n . San F ran c isco  Is  one o f  the many c i t i e s  
th roughou t th e  coun try  which has no t In  the  p a s t  d e a lt  e q u ita b ­
ly  o r ad eq u a te ly  w ith  I t s  homophlle community. We a re  p u tt in g  
San F ran c isco  on th e  sp o t as the  t e s t  c i t y . Today 's program , 
w hether I t  be a su c c e ss fu l experim ent o r  a f ia s c o , should s t i l l  
be o f  b e n e f i t  to  tho se  In  o th e r  p a r t s  o f the coun try  In d ea lin g  
w ith  t h e i r  own m unicipal problem s.

...W e a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p le a se d  t h i s  y ea r to  welcome some o f the 
"p u b lic "  f o r  a change. The hcm cphlle ccmmunlty ha« h e ld  many 
p u b lic  m eetings over th e  y ea rs  w ith  l i t t l e  p u b lic  a tten d an ce . 
T his y e a r we have among our r e g i s t r a n t s  members o f  the r e l i g i ­
ous, p ro fe s s io n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  communities who have come today 
to  le a r n  abou t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f the c i t y  o f  San F rancisco  to  
I t s  homophlle community.

History of S.F. Homophlle Groups
In  th e  1940' s th e  p a ra d o x ic a l and h y p o c r i t ic a l  sexual a t t i tu d e s  
and mores o f the  American people  were nakedly exposed by the 
k ln se y  r e p o r t .  The Image In  the m irro r  rev ea led  a P u r i ta n ic a l ,  
re p re s s iv e  sex u a l m oral code on the  one hand and an a c t iv e ,  ex ­
p re s s iv e  sex  b eh av io r on the o th e r .

I t  was In  t h i s  atm osphere a t  m id -cen tu ry , w ith  the awakening of 
I n t e l l i g e n t  In q u iry  and h e a lth y  sk ep tic ism  o f a sexual m o ra lity  
based upon m edieval s u p e r s t i t io n s ,  th a t  the homophlle movement 
came In to  b e in g . C e r ta in ly  the  knowledge th a t  an estim ated  one- 
th l r d  o f  th e  male p o p u la tio n  o f  the U nited S ta te s  had some o v e rt 
homosexual ex p erien ce  had some In flu en ce  on the founding fa th e rs  
o f  the  M attachlne Foundation  which was formed in  Los Angeles In  
1950. The Foundation  began w ith  a s e r ie s  o f  s e c re t  d iscu ss io n  
groups m eeting  r e g u la r ly  "to  pool what we know, to  expose what 
we f e e l  I s  wrong and to  remind o u rse lv es  th a t  we are  m utually  
dependent members o f one o f  th e  w o rld 's  l a r g e s t  m in o r i t ie s .
I t  I s  I n te r e s t in g  to  n o te , to o , th a t  from the  o u ts e t  the under­
ly in g  theme o f  th e  homophlle movement has been "the d ev ian t s 
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  s o c ie ty  w hether i t  was re sp o n s ib le  to  him o r 
n o t , " These q u o ta tio n s  are  from Homosexuals Today, p u b lished  
by ONE, In c . In  1956, and they  have c e r ta in ly  s e t  the scene fo r  
the homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s  as they  have developed over th e  
y ears  In  San F ra n c isc o .

Stemming from th e  o r ig in a l  M attachlne Foundation I s  the M atta- 
ch ine S o c ie ty , now lo c a te d  In  San Francisco* This outgrow th of 
the  Foundation  came about In  1953 w ith  the d is s o lu tio n  o f  the 
s e c re t  g u ild s  In  fav o r o f an open, d e m o cra tica lly  o rganized



M attachlne S o c ie ty . From I t s  In c e p tio n  the  S o c ie ty  has s t r e s s e d  
the  need f o r  g en e ra l sex  e d u c a tio n . I n te g r a t io n  o f the  v a r ia n t  
th rough In ter-com m unlty  r e s p o n s ih i l i t y ,  and
drawing su p p o rt and c o o p e ra tio n  from e x i s t in g  p u b lic  I n s t i t u ­
t i o n s .^  The M attachlne Review, the  o f f i c i a l  organ  o f the  S o c i­
e ty ,  was f i r s t  p u b lish e d  In  Jan u a ry , 1955«

The M attach lne S o c ie ty  was o r ig in a l ly  composed o f  a m erles of 
avpn c o u n c ils  In  v a rio u s  c i t i e s  a c ro ss  the  c o u n try . In  190I ,  
however, the Board o f D ire c to rs  e le c te d  to  g e t  the  S o c ie ty  out 
o f th e  "branch o f f ic e "  b u s in e ss  and re v e r te d  to  a C a lifo rn ia  
c L o o r a t l o r h e a S u a r t e r e d  in  San F ra n c isc o . Thus the  "branches" 
which have con tinued  a re  now s e p a ra te  and Independent o rg a n iz a ­
t io n s .  But the  M attachlne name co n tin u es  and I s  the  most fam i­
l i a r  to  the p u b lic  a t  la r g e .

In  the meantime, completely unaware of the existence 
StSchlne Society, the Daughters of Bllltls was founded In 
San Francisco in 1955 as a women’s organization whose ^J ° r  
concern was Integration of the Lesbian into society. The or- 
ganilailo^began^s a social club to offer Lesbians an oppor­
tunity to meet and to socialize outside of the gay tar, but 
soon recognized the need for a broader program of education 
for both the hcmcphlle and the public, for adequate and re­
sponsible research and for legal reforms. Aware also that the 
Lesbian's needs cannot wait until society makes up its mind as 
to the whys and wherefores of homosexuality, DOB has worked 
primarily towards helping the Lesbian to understand and accept 
herself as a human being, to imderstand the hostilities of the 
society In which she lives and thus to cope with that society 
and live within It as a responsible member of the community.

The D aughters o f B l l l t l s  i s  the  on ly  rem ain ing  n a tio n a l  o rg a ­
n iz a t io n  In  San F ran c isco  and has c h a p te rs  In  New York C ity ,
Los A ngeles and C hicago. S ince O ctober, I 956 DOB has pub- 
l i s h e d  a m onthly m agazine, THE LADDER, as  a  sounding board f o r  
v a rio u s  p o in ts  o f  view on the  gen era l s u b je c t  o f  hom osexuality , 
b u t w ith  emphasis on the  fem ale.

In  1958 DOB conducted I t s  own su rv ey  o f  156 L esb ians and pub­
l i s h e d  I t s  f in d in g s  in  1959 In  an e f f o r t  to  s t im u la te  r e s e a ^ b  
In to  fem ale hom osexuality , which had p re v io u s ly  been n e g le c te d  
by male o r ie n te d  re s e a rc h e r s .  The su rv ey  accon5) l lsh e d  I t s  ob­
j e c t iv e .  S ince then  th e re  has been an In c re a se d  i n t e r e s t  In  . 
re se a rc h  on th e  L esb ian , and D®  has coopera ted  in  many o f  
th e se  s tu d ie s .  In  I 96I  DOB e s ta b l is h e d  as  a p u b lic  s e rv ic e  
the  Blanche M. Baker Memorial S c h o la rsh ip  Fund, which i s  made 
a v a i la b le  each  y ear to  a d u l t  women ( r e q a rd le s s  o f  t h e i r  sex u a l 
o r ie n ta t io n )  who need funds to  f u r th e r  t h e i r  c o lle g e  o r r ta d e  
schoo l e d u c a tio n . To d a te  a lm ost $2000 in  s c h o la rs h ip s  have 
been awarded by the  v a rio u s  c h ^ t e r s .

A d m itted ly , th e  homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s  frcan th e  b eg inn ing  have 
l a i d  th e  onus o f th e  homosexual" s p l i g h t  a t  the  do o rstep  of s o ­
c ie ty  and th e  church . For t h i s  th ey  have been c a l le d  
t i c e  c o l l e c to r s "  by those  who d ep lo re  them. B ut somehow th e  
problem  had to  be s p e lle d  o u t. Somehow what had come to  be 
known as the  "co n sp iracy  o f  s i le n c e "  had to  be b ro k en , Matta-

chlne geared  I t s  program towards making c o n ta c ts  and coopera­
t in g  w ith  e s ta b l is h e d  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and p ro fe ss io n s  in  I t s  e f ­
f o r t s  to  reach  th e  p u b l ic .  DOB sought to  f u r th e r  the  same 
goa ls  and a t  th e  same time deal w ith  th e  r e a l i t i e s  female 
homosexuals face  in  t h e i r  fam ily  r e la t io n s h ip s ,  t h e i r  Jobs, 
t h e i r  em otional and m ental w ell b e ing .

A lthough working c o o p e ra tiv e ly  w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l  p e rso n s , the 
p o l ic e ,  p u b lic  h e a l th  departm en ts, c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  
the K insey I n s t i t u t e  and o th e r  r e s e a rc h e rs ,  bo th  the M attachlne 
S o c ie ty  and the  D aughters o f B l l l t l s  s t i l l  rem ained a compara­
t iv e ly  unknown q u a n ti ty  to  the San F ran c isco  p u b lic  u n t i l  the 
1959 m un ic ipal e le c t io n .  At th a t  time In  b la z in g  h ead lin e s  and 
on th u n d erin g  TV and ra d io  exposes. A ssessor R u sse ll Wolden 
charged the  Incumbent mayor, George C h ris to p h e r, w ith  h a rb o r­
in g  "o rgan ized  hom osexuals" because the n a tio n a l h ead q u arte rs  
o f bo th  o rg a n iz a tio n s  were lo c a te d  in  San F ra n c isc o . The Mat­
ta c h ln e  S o c ie ty  became the  fo c a l p o in t of the ruckus th a t  f o l ­
lowed and coun tered  w ith  a m ill io n  d o l la r  s u i t  agalns Mr. Wol­
den who. In c id e n ta l ly ,  l o s t  the e le c t io n .  The case was l a t e r  
dropped, bu t th e  M attachlne S o c ie ty  had meanwhile o b ta ined  a 
m il l io n  d o lla rs*  w orth o f p u b l ic i ty .  P r io r  to  th a t  time I t  had 
been v i r t u a l l y  Im possib le  to  g e t any s o r t  o f news coverage of 
homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s  o r t h e i r  p u b lic  m eetings.

Meanwhile the p e d d le rs  o f trashy sex books had been ta k in g  advan­
tag e  o f  the  "co nsp iracy  o f s i le n c e ."  Novels on the  homosexual 
theme and on Lesbianism  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  became b e s t  s e l l e r s  in  
the  paperback f i e l d .  And w ith  t h i s  I n te r e s t  came more se rio u s  
t r e a t i s e s  on the  s u b je c t ,  and e v e n tu a lly  nation-w ide p u b lic  no­
t i c e  o f the  homophlle movement. The H om ospual R evo lu tion  by 
R .E .L , M asters was fo llow ed by Je ss  S te a m  s two books, The_ S ix th  
Man-and The G rapevine. Both M attachlne and DOB have been men­
tio n ed  In  many re fe re n c e  books s in ce  th a t  time and, as r e s u l t ,  
have re c e iv e d  phone c a l l s  and l e t t e r s  from a l l  over the coun try  
as w ell as from many fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s .

With th i s  p u b l i c i ty  new o rg a n iz a tio n s  began to  sp rin g  up a l l  over 
the  c o u n try . As the  o rg a n iz a tio n s  In  the homophlle movement grew 
In  number, th e re  came a new awareness o f the  s tre n g th  o f such a 
m in o rity  as a homosexual v o tin g  b loc  In  o rd er to  e f f e c t  l e g i s l a ­
t iv e  re fo rm .

The League fo r  C iv il  E ducation  was founded In  San F ran c isco  in  
1961 to  promote such a v o tin g  b loc and to  p lace  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s ­
su re  on ca n d id a te s  who had h e re to fo re  made homosexuals the scape­
goat o f  m unic ipal e le c t io n s .  LCE s e t  about g e t t in g  support from 
and s t im u la tin g  In to  a c t io n  the  "gay b a r"  co n tin g en t and pub­
l is h e d  th e  LCE News u n t i l  e a r ly  196>l when the o r g a n lp t io n  d i s ­
so lv ed . F o llow ing  the same form at and p o l i c i e s ,  g^-tizens N ep . 
re p la c e d  LCE News and i s  now p u b lish ed  by S t r a i t  and A sso c ia te s . 
More re c e n t ly  Mr. S t r a i t  has supplemented C itiz e n s  News w ith  
C ru ise  Hews and World R eport ( to  which we understand  0 ,S . N_e ^  
and World R eport has ta k e n ^ x c e p t lo n ) . Through 
S t r a i t  p u b lic a t io n s  th e re  has been a
sex u a ls  as consumers and a d riv e  to  support homosexual m erchants 
and b o y c o tt tho se  b u s in e sse s  which d isc r im in a te  a g a in s t homo­
s e x u a ls .



The Tavern G uild  o f  San F ran c isco  was formed In  1962, drawing 
I t s  membership from tho se  p e rsons who a re  connected  w ith  o r em­
ployed In  the  b a r  a n d /o r r e s ta u r a n t  b u s in e s s . One o f I t s  p u r­
poses I s  to  c re a te  a sense o f  community and to  e s t a b l i s h  an 
a t t r a c t i v e  s o c ia l  atm osphere and c o n s tru c tiv e  o u t l e t s  f o r  the  
homophlle community. The Tavern G uild has sponsored  many p i c ­
n ic s  and, o f  c o u rse , th e  annual Hallowe en Costume B a l l ,  The 
Tavern G uild has launched  an e f f e c t iv e  s e l f - p o l i c in g  campaign 
in  gay b a rs  to  h e lp  r e l ie v e  the  te n s io n s  between law e n fo rc e ­
ment ag en c ies  and the  homophlle community. I t  has been n o ted  
th a t  th e re  has been much le s s  tro u b le  w ith  th e  p o lic e  and the 
A lco h o lic  Beverage C ontro l Board s in c e  the  Tavern G uild took 
ho ld  o f  th e  s i t u a t io n .  T his o rg a n iz a tio n , which reach es ou t 
In to  a much la r g e r  segment o f  th e  homosexual p o p u la t io n , has 
done much to  su p p o rt, p u b lic iz e  and u n ify  th e  homophlle move­
ment In  San F ra n c isc o . A nnually  the  Tavern G uild  sponso rs a 
s e r ie s  o f  a u c tio n s ,  the  proceeds from which a re  d iv id ed  among 
the  v a rio u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s .

As an outgrow th o f  th e  needs o f  th e  male homosexual a f t e r  d i s ­
s o lu tio n  o f  th e  LCE and the  San F ran c isco  M attach ine Area 
C ouncil the  S o c ie ty  f o r  In d iv id u a l R ig h ts  came In to  b e in g  In  
the  summer o f  I 96I1. SIR I s  a membership o rg a n iz a tio n  which I s  
working to  c re a te  a re sp o n s ib le  s o c ia l  f a b r ic  f o r  th e  hom osexual. 
s ir ’ s m otto I s  "R esponsible a c t io n  by re sp o n s ib le  peop le  In  r e ­
sp o n sib le  w ays."

SIR has a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e r  membership than  any o th e r  San 
F ran c isco  o rg a ln lz a t lo n  (ap p ro x im ate ly  550 a t  t h i s  p o in t)  and 
In  the  two y ea rs  o f i t s  e x is te n c e  has many accom plishm ents to  
i t s  c r e d i t :  a l i a i s o n  e s ta b l is h e d  w ith  the P u b lic  H ealth  De­
partm en t and a su c c e s s fu l campaign launched  fo r  e f f e c t iv e  V.D. 
c o n tro l In  the  homophlle community; an a c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  edu­
c a tio n  program  In c lu d in g  a v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d riv e  and b ro ­
chures on s ta te m e n ts  from p o l i t i c a l  c a n d id a te s  w ith  re fe re n c e  
to  is s u e s  o f v i t a l  I n t e r e s t  to  the  hom osexual; p u b l ic a t io n  o f  
The Pocket Lawyer to  a c q u a in t the homosexual w ith  h is  r ig h ts  
as a c i t i z e n  and what he should  do In  case o f a r r e s t ;  s o c ia l  
ev en ts  th a t  have run  the  gamut from le g a l ly  o rgan ized  dances 
to  sm all group a c t i v i t i e s  In c lu d in g  c o n v e rsa tio n , bow ling, 
t e n n is ,  camping, c a rd s , th e a t e r ,  e x c u rs io n s , a r t  and h ik in g ; 
community s e rv ic e s  In c lu d in g  a giJ-hour answ ering s e rv ic e  w ith  
r e f e r r a l s  f o r  employment, apartm en t r e n t a l ,  a t to rn e y s  and m edi­
c a l tre a tm e n t; p u b l ic a t io n  o f a m onthly new spaper. V e c to r, w ith  
news and re p o r ts  o f  s p e c ia l  I n t e r e s t  to  the  homophlle community.

SIR I s  a v i t a l  and I n te g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  San F ra n c isc o  scene and 
has been In s tru m e n ta l In  s e t t i n g  up the  Community L ia iso n  to  
promote c o o p e ra tio n  and to  p ro v id e  n ec e ssa ry  communication b e ­
tween th e  v a rio u s  homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s . L ike so many o th e r  
movements th e re  have been over th e  years  many d if fe re n c e s  and 
d isag reem en ts  over p o l ic y  and p ro ced u re . The Community L ia iso n  
p ro v id e s  a c le a r in g  house f o r  I n te r - o r g a n lz a t io n a l  d is p u te s .
I t  a ls o  p ro v id e s  a forum and a means o f  d eve lop ing  l a r g e r  com­
m unity  p r o je c ts  In  which a l l  th e  v a r io u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s  may p a r ­
t i c i p a t e  to g e th e r .  B esides th e  s o c ia l  a c t io n  o rg a n iz a tio n s  
such as M attach in e , DOB, SIR and th e  Tavern G uild  th e re  a re  
many s o c ia l  groups re p re se n te d  a t  th e  Community L ia is o n . These

groups are  p r iv a te  s o c ia l  c lubs which have p re fe r re d  to  leave  
the  p u b lic  and the p u b l ic i ty  to  the known o rg a n iz a tio n s , bu t 
l a t e l y  th ey  have ev inced  more I n te r e s t  In  the com.munlty as a 
whole and have supported  many p ro je c ts  -  p a r t i c u la r ly  v o te r  r e ­
g i s t r a t i o n .

Throughout i t s  l6 -y e a r  h is to ry  the homophlle movement has been 
deep ly  aware o f  th e  ro le  o f  the Church In  th e  v ic io u s  c i r c le  o f 
a t t i t u d e s  and communications b a r r ie r s  which b locked the  homo­
sexual from a l l  o f h is  a ttem p ts  to  f in d  accep tance In  the human 
community. A growing number o f  p sy c h o th e ra p is ts  who f e l t  the 
most v a lid  course was to  help  the homosexual accep t h im se lf and 
to  a d ju s t  to  h is  hom osexuality  found th a t  r e l ig io u s  c o n f l ic t  was 
a b a r r i e r  to  m ental h e a l th .  Many law enforcem ent agencies have 
agreed  th a t  c e r ta in  laws should  n o t be on the  books, bu t so 
long  as th ey  a r e ,  a re  o b lig ed  to  en fo rce  them. L e g is la to r s ,  
who agreed  th a t  sex  laws should be changed, s a id  th a t  to  say  so 
p u b l ic ly  would be p o l i t i c a l  su ic id e  -  they  would be accused of 
b e ing  " fo r  s in "  and would have the  w rath o f  the churches upon 
them. R esearchers were wary o f engaging In  m eaningful In q u iry  
in to  hom osexuality  l e s t  th ey  become "su sp ec t"  among th e i r  p ro ­
fe s s io n a l  c o lle a g u e s . Government agenc ies were s t i l l  caught up 
in  the  a f te rm a th  o f  the  Joe McCarthy w itch  h u n ts . The p re ss  r e ­
fused  to  p u b lish  a r t i c l e s  on hom osexuality  as a su b je c t they  con­
s id e re d  n o t f i t  f o r  a "fam ily  new spaper," though rape and murder 
were consumed d a l ly  w ith  c e re a l  and co ffee  a t  the b re a k fa s t  t a b le .

In  each case i t  appeared  th a t  the  In flu en ce  o f  the Church on 
s o c ia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  p rev en ted  any r e a l  communication w ith  those 
who m ight h o p e fu lly  b r in g  albout change In  o f f i c i a l  p o l ic ie s  o r 
a t t i t u d e s  toward hom osexually o r ie n te d  p e rso n s . R e a liz in g  t h i s ,  
the  homophlle movement has been c o n s is te n t  and p e r s i s t e n t  in  
tr y in g  to  e s ta b l i s h  some means o f  communication w ith  the Church.
But th e re  were only  a few clergymen who p a r t ic ip a te d  In  p r iv a te  '  
d is c u s s io n  and p u b lic  m eetings o f  v a rio u s  homophlle o rg an iza ­
t io n s ,  and th ey  came as concerned c i t i z e n s ,  not as re p re s e n ta ­
t iv e s  o f  any r e l ig io u s  denom inations.

In  h is  work as d i r e c to r  o f the M ethodist Young A dult P ro je c t In  
San F ran c isco  In  1963, Rev. Ted M cllvenna became concerned about 
the  many p e rso n s he d isco v ered  fo r  whom hom osexuality  c re a te d  
prob lem s. He sought ou t p u b lic  agenc ies o r groups th a t  p rov ided  
se rv ic e s  In  th i s  f i e l d .  He found fo u r o rg a n iz a tio n s : D aughters
o f B i l l t l s ,  league  fo r  C iv il  E d u ca tio n , M attachine S o c ie ty  and 
the  Tavern G uild o f  San F ra n c isc o . D uring h is  e x p lo ra tio n  he 
a ls o  found a deep sense o f  a l ie n a t io n  and s e p a ra tio n  between the 
homosexual and the  Church, He decided  to  do som ething about i t .
He a rran g ed  a th re e -d a y  c o n s u lta t io n  between 15  members o f  the 
homophlle community and 15 churchmen. This h i s to r i c  m eeting was 
h e ld  a t  the  U nited  Church o f  C h r is t  White Memorial R e tre a t C enter 
a t  M ill V a lle y , C a l i f o r n ia ,  th e  f i r s t  o f  Ju n e , l̂ 6k.

P r io r  to  th a t  tim e any r e a l  b reak th roughs In  communication about 
hom osexuality  had been expected  In  the  f i e ld s  o f  m ed icine, law, 
psychology o r so c io lo g y . I t  was In co n c e iv a b le , however, th a t  
one source o f  the  problem  -  The Church -  would ever come to  term s 
w ith  th e  is su e  u n t i l  fo rced  to  do so by an en lig h te n e d  so c ie ty .
But th e  in co n ce iv ab le  has somehow always been conceivab le  to  man.



Por man "c re a te d  In  the Image o f  God" can and does ^
a c le s .  One clergym an l i s t e n e d  and a c te d . The Council on R e lig io n
and the Homosexual was the  r e s u l t .

Tn Dpcember igS^f th e  C ouncil on R e lig io n  and th e  Homosexual b e -  
In  f, . San F ran c isco  as a n o n -p ro f i t  c o rp o ra tio n
S r  0? m  « . i r o f  CUfornla. D uring the si, .onths
fo llou lnK  the I n i t i a l  r e t r e a t  between the  c le rg y  and th eh o m o -

^ L n n i  tv  a t  M ill v a l le y  s im i la r  o r ie n ta t io n  m eetings were 
S d % r “  intSesi L I  Lpiort from other local churchmen 
A ll agreed  th a t  th e re  was Indeed a need to  promote c o n tin u in g  d i ­
alogue between the two groups.

With the  f i r s t  announcement to  the  p re s s  by the  Rev. R obert VJ. 
cLm ev the  C ouncil has been a source o f  c o n tro v e rsy , n o t on ly  In  
San F ra n c isc o , b u t th roughout the  c o u n try . I t  has p ro v id ed  good 
sermon m a te r ia l  fo r  clergym en who would sum m arily condemn a l l  ho­
m osexuals w ithou t ex cep tio n  and w ith o u t c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  the 
w h o i r S r s L .  I t  has p lagued  th e  conscience  o f th o se  who would 
s id e - s te p  the  I s s u e . I t  has been a source o f  deep concern  fo r  
tho se  who a re  ab le  to  see beyond the  s te re o ty p e d  Image to  the 
personhood o f the In d iv id u a l homosexual#

Probably  the most c o n tro v e rs ia l  is s u e  r a is e d  by ^he adven t o f CRH 
was the  New Y e a r 's  Costume B a ll h e ld  January  1 , 19^5 a t  C a lifo rn ia  
H a ll. C o n tra ry  to  g en era l news r e p o r t s ,  the  b a l l  was no t spon­
so red  by th e  C ouncil, bu t by s ix  San F ra n c isc o  homophlle o rg a n i­
z a tio n s  (DOB, M attach in e , SIR, Tavern G u ild , C o lts  and S t r a i t  and 
A sso c ia te s )  as a b e n e f i t  to  r a i s e  funds to  give th e  newly formed 
o rg a n iz a tio n  a boost on i t s  way.

On the  n ig h t  o f  the  b a l l  some 500 g u ests  were su b je c te d  to  a b a r ­
rage  o f f la s h in g  l i g h t s  and cameras and fo rced  to  p a ss  a P lc x e t 
l in e  o f policem en In  o rd e r to  gain  en tran ce  to  the  h a l l .  Three 
a tto rn e y s  and a housew ife were a r r e s te d  f o r  v e rb a lly  o b je c tin g  to  
th e se  p o lic e  t a c t i c s  and denying them en tran ce  to  the  dance on 
th è  grounds th a t  i t  was a p r iv a te  p a r ty  and the  p o l ic e  had 
n e i th e r  i n v i t a t io n  nor se a rc h  w a rra n t.

For the  clergym en and t h e i r  wives who a tte n d e d  th e  b a l l  I t  ues a 
shocking re v e la t io n  of p o lic e  power d ire c te d  a g a in s t  a m in o rity  
group fo r  no o th e r  reason  th an  th a t  of harassm en t. They were 
fu r io u s  a t  the In fringem en t o f c i v i l  r i g h t s .  None o f th e  m in i­
s t e r s  o r  t h e i r  wives had seen any a c t i v i t y  a t  the  b a l l  which was 
o b je c tio n a b le  save th a t  o f the  p o l ic e .

The n ex t day seven clergymen o f CRH c a l le d  a p re s s  con ference  to  
ex p ress  t h e i r  anger and dismay a t  the way the  p o lic e  departm ent 
had “broken f a i t h "  w ith  the C o u n c il, and f o r  th e  " d e lib e ra te  
harassm ent" and In tim id a tio n  o f  the g u es ts  a t te n d in g .

The th re e  a tto rn e y s  and th e  housew ife a r r e s te d  a t  th e  b a l l  were 
charged w ith  b lo ck in g  e n try  of the  p o l ic e  to  C a l i fo rn ia  H a l l ,  and 
the American C iv il  L ib e r t ie s  Union v o lu n tee red  to  defend them.
A ll p lead ed  no t g u i l ty  and asked fo r  a Ju ry  t r i a l .  On th e  fo u r th  
day o f  the t r i a l  the p ro se c u tio n  r e s te d  I t s  c a s e , a t  which tim e 
the Judge d ire c te d  the Ju ry  to  b r in g  In  a v e r d ic t  o f  n o t g u i l ty ,  
b u t on a t e c h n ic a l i ty .  The charge had been "b lo ck in g  e n try  to

C a l i fo rn ia  H a l l ,"  w hile  a l l  p ro se c u tio n  testim ony In d ic a te d  th a t  
the  p o lic e  had indeed e n te re d  the  h a l l ,  b u t had been d e ta in ed  In  
th e  fo y e r . U n fo rtu n a te ly  t h i s  v ic to ry  on a te c h n ic a l i ty  l e f t  a l l  
th e  c i v i l  r ig h ts  q u e s tio n s  r a is e d  by the harassm ent unanswered.
The d efen d an ts  have now f i l e d  a m il l io n  d o l la r  s u i t  a g a in s t the 
C ity  and County of San F ran c isco  In  the F edera l C ourts f o r  d e p r i­
v a tio n  o f  c i v i l  r ig h ts  and a re  s t i l l  hopefu l of o b ta in in g  a d e c i­
s io n  on is s u e s  o f c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h ts  inv o lv ed . At the f i r s t  
t r i a l  the  defense had n o t even given an opening s ta tem en t.

S ubsequently  an a n n iv e rsa ry  New Year’ s B a ll vias he ld  th i s  y e a r, 
to  which the p o lic e  were In v i te d . The B a ll  went sm oothly and 
w ith o u t in c id e n t .  The homophlle community f e l t  I t  thus proved 
I t s  p o in t  th a t  h o ld in g  o f costume b a l l s  was no t the so le  p re ro g a ­
t iv e  o f th e  h e te ro se x u a l in  our s o c ie ty .

In  the  m eantim e, the  Council on R e lig io n  and the  Homosexual has 
made g re a t  s t r id e s  In  ach iev in g  i t s  c h ie f  purpose o f  c re a tin g  and 
fu r th e r in g  d ia logue  between the  homosexual and the  Church and b e ­
tween the  homosexual and s o c ie ty .  Speakers have been provided 
a t  sem inary m ee tin g s , a t  la y  and c le rg y  r e t r e a t s ,  a t  p a r is h  m eet­
in g s ,  a t  young a d u l t  g a th e rin g s  and on co lleg e  campuses. Emphasis 
has been on th e  problem s o f sex u a l id e n t i f i c a t io n  and the 
v i d u a l 's  peracnhood. The Council has a ls o  reached  ou t beyond the 
church cummunlty to  o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  M in is te rs  o f CRH 
have opened up channels o f communication w ith  newspaper p u b lis h e r s ,  
p o l i c e ,  the  armed s e rv ic e s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  o th e r  m in o rity  groups 
and thé Chamber of Commerce. CRH board members have appeared on 
ra d io  and TV program s, b o th  lo c a l ly  and n a t io n a l ly .  While 
s t a tu s  quo s t i l l  p r e v a i l s ,  th e re  i s  an emerging awareness o f the 
homosexual as a c i t i z e n  o f  the la r g e r  community who must be 
reckoned w ith , a c i t i z e n  ijho in te n d s  to  be a re sp o n s ib le  p a r t  of 
s o c ie ty  w hether wanted o r  n o t.

For many y ea rs  the  homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s  have been concerned about 
the  needs o f  Ju v en ile  homosexuals ( th o se  under 21 y ears  o f  a p ) .
T h L  h ive  f e l t  however, o b lig ed  to  l im i t  t h e i r  memberships to  those  
S  ï e g i r a g l  l é s t  they  be accused o f  'C o n trib u tin g  to  the delinquency  
o f  a m inor!" Even th e  C ouncil o f R e lig io n  and the Homosexual as 
an o rg a n iz a tio n  has been r e lu c ta n t  to  deal w ith  the teen-aged  
homosexual, a lth o u g h , o f  c o u rse , th e y  can and do arrange  fo r  p a s ­
to r a l  co u n se lin g  where needed. But th e  young homosexual I s  seek ­
in g  a s o c ia l  o u t l e t ,  no t J u s t  c o u n se lin g , and denied  en tran ce  to  
the  homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s , u s u a lly  f in d s  h is  way do«« to  the 
T en d erlo in  D i s t r i c t  in  th e  more savory  su rround ings o f  the p ro -  
L l t u t L  and dope p e d d le rs . E a r l i e r  t h i s  year c o n d itio n s  In  the 
T en d erlo in  were exposed to  p u b lic  view . Since then  many p u b ll 
ag en c ies  and p ro fe s s io n a l  p ersons In  th e  p sy c h o -so c ia l f i e l d  have 
w re s tle d  w ith  the  problem , bu t have been unable to  come up w ith  a 
c L I r e t e  program , c h ie f ly  because th ey  have had no o f f i c i a l  back ­
in g .
In  the  meantime, the  youngsters o f th e  homophlle c o m u n lty  have 
come to  the  same co n c lusion  as t h e i r  e ld e r s  -  th a t  I f  an y th in g  I s  
to  be done th ey  w i l l  have to  do I t  them se lves. They have formed 
In I l g Ï Ï I é t l o I  c a l le d  Vanguard. The "baby" of the  homophlle o r -

( Continued on Page 26)



A CHALLENGE
to San Francisco

On th is  day, August 2 0 th , 1966, the  homosexual community begins 
to  re-exam ine I t s e l f .  For ten  days we s h a l l  seek ansvjers to  the 
dilemma of our s o c ia l ly  o s tra c iz e d  e x is te n c e .

We l iv e  in  a n a tio n  th a t  p u rp o rts  to  be the  c i t a d e l ,  the  van­
guard , o f in d iv id u a l r ig h ts  fo r  a l l  p e rso n s on t h i s  e a r th .  Spe­
c i f i c a l l y ,  we dw ell in  a c i t y  th a t  beacons a l i b e r a l i t y  o f  ap ­
p roach  th a t  l i g h t s  the way fo r  o th e rs  in  our n a tio n  to  fo llo w .

Since the beginning  o f time the homosexual has se rved  h is  com­
m unity w e ll. Who can support the  claim  th a t  homosexuals have 
exp ressed  l e s s  genius o r have perform ed l e s s  s e rv ic e  th a n  anyone 
e ls e ?  Some have sa id  th a t  mankind owes unpayable d eb ts  to  h is  
homosexual b re th re n . Even vrhlle the  homosexual has se rv ed  h is  
community w e ll , h is  community has no t se rved  him. He has been 
v ic tim iz e d  and degraded.

There i s  unequal enforcem ent o f our law s. Homosexuals a re  s e ­
le c te d  as the o b je c ts  o f e x tra  s u rv e i l la n c e ,  s p e c ia l  in t im id a ­
t io n s ,  entrapm ent and en ticem ent p rocedures th a t  a re  no t em­
p loyed  a g a in s t any o th e r  group. When a homosexual i s  p laced  in  
le g a l  jeo p ard y , such g u i l t s  have been I n s t i l l e d  in  him th a t  he 
i s  f e a r f u l  o f seek ing  re d re s s . When those  few who s t i l l  have 
courage t r y  to  seek J u s t ic e ,  law yers ' fe e s  doub le , c a se s  a re  r e ­
je c te d  by many com petent a t to rn e y s .  D i s t r i c t  A tto rn e y s ' o f f ic e s  
do n o t coopera te  in  p ro te c tio n  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  But i f  a Ju s t 
d e c is io n  i s  reached in  c o u r t ,  the  s o c ia l  stigm a o f any a r r e s t  
connected  w ith  a homosexual o ffen se  b rin g s  q u ic k , undeserved 
punishm ents. Em.ployment d is c r im in a tio n  i s  p r a c t ic e d  a g a in s t  
knovm homosexuals; the r ig h t  to  h o ld  a p ro fe s s io n a l  l ic e n s e  or 
to  o b ta in  alm ost any b u sin ess  l ic e n s e  i s  d en ied . The C o n s ti tu ­
t io n a l  r ig h t  o f assem bly in  th i s  c i t y  has been h i s t o r i c a l l y  
ab rid g ed  fo r  hom osexuals. F e d e ra l, S ta te  and lo c a l  governments 
have always d isc r im in a te d  a g a in s t  u s . P ro fe s s io n a l s e r v ic e s ,  
and in  many cases p u b lic  s e rv ic e s ,  have been den ied  to  known ho­
m osexuals. Even the  C h r is t ia n  Church has been no b e t t e r .

This i s  the  re c o rd  o f  your le a d e rs h ip .

You, the " re sp e c ta b le "  members o f s o c ie ty ,  have c re a te d  th e se  ' 
d i s to r t io n s  In  the  l iv e s  o f in d iv id u a ls ;  and th e n  you d isp a rag e  
the  r e s u l t s  o f  what you have done. You tu rn  w ith  e v i l  i n d i f ­
fe ren ce  on those  you have maimed and s a d i s t i c a l l y  h u r t  -  and 
h u r t  a g a in  -  and tak e  advantage o f  h e lp le s s  fe llo w  human beings 
because th ey  happen to  be homosexual.

What a re  you going to  do now?

V
>

V

A

Vie w i l l  no t accep t compromise o r to le r a te  i n ju s t i c e  any lo n g e r. 
The way ahead fo r  us has been p la in ly  determ ined by the h is to ry  
o f  our co u n try . We h ear the drums o f e q u a li ty  from the American 
R ev o lu tio n . We h e a r the  cannons o f  u n ity  from our g re a t C iv il  
V/ar. V/e h ear the bombs o f  u n iv e rs a l peace from World Viar I .  We 
see the  awesome mushrooming cloud of freedom , o f  complete in d iv i ­
dual freedom from V/orld V/ar I I .  Our banners s h a l l  read  the  same 
as fo r  a l l  m en.- E q u a lity , U nity , Peace, Freedom.

In  our d ay -to -d ay  e x is te n c e , we s t i l l  h ear the c a tc a l l s  o f 
" f r u i t " ,  " f a i r y " ,  "queer" , " fag g o t" . A ll the re a c tio n s  o f sub­
je c t iv e  in e q u a l i ty  are  s t i l l  p ra c tic e d  by our neighbors and con­
tin u e  to  dw ell in  m an's c iv i l i z e d  h e a r t .

V/e demand our r i g h t s .  F i r s t ,  we s h a l l  use the framework o f  e s t a ­
b lis h e d  o rd e r . But i f  e x is t in g  circum stances do no t answer out 
demands, we s h a l l  c re a te  new approaches. Our approach to  s o c ia l  
a c t io n  s h a l l  be to  a c t  out our r ig h ts  as le g a l ly  as p o s s ib le ,  and 
l e t t i n g  s o c ie ty  a d ju s t  to  us.

I f  the  p o lic e  do no t p ro te c t  homosexuals as they  have not p ro ­
te c te d  us in  the p a s t ,  then I  can see in  the n ear fu tu re  a sep a ­
r a te  p o lic e  fo rce  p a id  fo r  and operated  by the homophlle commu­
n i ty .  U nless r e s t r i c t i v e  laws a re  changed, u n less  the co u rts  up­
hold  the  r ig h ts  o f hom osexuals, we s h a l l  have no a l te r n a t iv e  bu t 
to  go to  th e  Supreme Court and o v ertu rn  th e se  laws th a t  s ta te  a l l  
men a re  t r e a te d  e q u a lly  in  our co u rts  except fo r  hom osexuals. I f  
p o l i t i c i a n s  do n o t openly add ress them selves to  hom osexuals, i t  
w i l l  be because they  do no t need our 90.000 votes in  San F ra n c is ­
co . V/e s h a l l  pu t in  o f f ic e  p u b lic  se rv a n ts  who w il l  ta lk  to  ho­
m osexuals.

We ask no sp e c ia l  fa v o r. 1/e want only  o rd in a ry  r ig h ts  l ik e  every 
o th e r  c i t i z e n  o f  these  U nited S ta te s  - Jobs, homes, f r ie n d s ,  s o ­
c i a l  l i v e s ,  s a f e ty  and s e c u r i ty .

Here i s  our ch a llen g e  to  San F ran c isco : FACE REALITY -  PACE HOMO­
SEXUALITY.

V/llllam E. Beardemphl, P re s id e n t 
S o c ie ty  fo r  In d iv id u a l R ights

I n t r o d u c i n g  o « o
Helen Sanders w i l l  take  over as e d i to r  o f THE LADDER w ltn  cne wo- 
vember i s s u e .  "Sandy" w il l  be recogn ized  by o ld -tim e  su b sc r ib e rs  
as a p a s t  p re s id e n t  o f  the  D aughters o f B l l i t l s  as w ell as a fo r -  
mer p u b lic  r e la t io n s  d i r e c to r .  She was on the scene a t  the b i r th  
o f  THE LADDER and c o n tr ib u te d  h e r t a l e n t s  in  p ro d u c tio n , a r t  work 
and re p o r t in g  in  some o f the e a r l i e r  I s s u e s ,
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GOODBYE AGAIN

A s to ry  by Jeremy Drake

I  p laced  the phone back in  i t s  c ra d le  and s a t  f o r  a few monents 
a t  the k itc h e n  window, se e in g  n o th in g , caught up In  In te n se  
excitem en t and an o ld  sad n ess . I t  was an u n s e t t l in g  f e e l in g . 
The back door opened.

"rio ther, guess who*s back in  town?" I  a sk ed , tu rn in g  around,

"Who, b e s id e s  you?" she s a id .  My m other was f i f t y  now, b u t a 
lo v e ly ,  y o u th fu l woman prone to  h igh s p i r i t s  and o c c a s io n a l 
f i t s  o f  g ig g lin g . She was le a n in g  a g a in s t  the  form ica c o u n te r , 
d r in k in g  a g la s s  o f  ch o co la te  m ilk , the  morning sun sk ip p in g  
a c ro ss  h e r  sh o u ld e rs  and down the  f lo o r ,

"Jan e t Kennedy. You remember, the  g i r l  I  worked w ith  a t  the  
h o s p i t a l ,  in  bookkeeping ."

"The one who took th a t  t r i p  to  Mexico, m arried  a to u r  guide o r 
som ething? T a l l ,  d a rk , very  p re t ty ?  J a n e t ,  I  mean, no t the 
to u r  g u id e ."

"Yes, W ell, s h e 's  back . I  Ju s t  ta lk e d  to  M artha about s to p ­
p in g  In  fo r  c o ffee  a t  the la b  some day, and she to ld  me. So I  
c a l le d  Jan up. I 'm  going over th e re  to n ig h t .  S h e 's  hav ing  a 
group o f  w r i te r s  in  o r som ething, s a id  I  should  b r in g  a long  
some o f the th in g s  I  d id  l a s t  s e m e s te r ."

"What happened to  the  husband, Kay? D id n 't  i t  work o u t?"

"Funny, t h a t 's  the very  f i r s t  th in g  I  s a id ."  I  l i t  a c ig a ­
r e t t e  and p u lle d  a g la ss  a s h tra y  toward me. "H e's h e re , to o . 
She b rought him back. They've been h ere  two y e a rs . I  guess 
Jan  go t lonesome f o r  th e  S ta te s .  I  suppose I ' l l  meet him t o ­
n ig h t .  I f  I  remember r i g h t ,  h e 's  c r ip p le d  o r  som ething. 
Something wrong w ith  h is  l e g ."

"lihat a shame she was in  such a h u rry  to  g e t m a rr ie d ,"  Mother 
s a id .  "She was too  p r e t t y  to  throw h e r s e l f  away l ik e  t h a t .  "

"Y es," I  s a id .  "Yes, she w as."

That even ing  as I  d re ssed  I  though t abou t Jan . In d eed , I  had 
th o ugh t of n o th in g  b u t Jan s in c e  the morning phone c a l l ,  I  
wondered I f  she s t i l l  looked the  same—t a l l ,  r e g a l ,  w ith  h e r  
b e a u t i f u l  dark  h a i r  cu t c lo se  to  h e r head . I t  had been te n  
y ea rs  s in c e  I ' d  seen h e r . A lo n g  tim e . S t i l l ,  I t  was hard  to  
Imagine Jan  any o th e r  way. I  was seven teen  th e n , and she was 
th ir ty - tw o .

I t  was a golden November day when she l e f t .  The b r ig h t ,  dry 
leav es  were s tack ed  th ic k ly  In  th e  s t r e e t s  when I  drove h e r  to

the  a i r p o r t  th a t  m orning, and the sky was a deep, b i t t e r  b lu e . 
I  had been so brave a l l  those  p rev ious weeks, b u t now the mi­
n u tes  were s l ip p in g  away and I  had f a l l e n  q u ite  s i l e n t ,  a f r a id  
she would h e a r the  te a r s  In  my v o ice .

"Come to  see us I f  you ev er g e t th a t  f a r  s o u th ."

I  nodded and t r i e d  to  sm ile . I  could  see the b r ig h t  gray of 
h e r  s u i t  w ith o u t tu rn in g  my head, see th e  l i t t l e  fe a th e r  on 
h e r h a t .  She looked b e a u t i f u l .  She always d id .

And th en  suddenly  i t  was tim e . The p a in fu l sm all t a lk ,  the 
"You w rite  now, h ea r?"  adm onitions were o v er, and we were 
s ta n d in g  th e re  a l l  a lo n e , the e v i l  s i lv e r  a irp la n e  w a itin g  to  
ca tch  h e r  up,-my h e a r t  pounding s lc k e n in g ly  in  my th r o a t .  Two 
y ea rs  o f lo v in g  h e r ,  l iv in g  n ear h e r , working w ith  h e r . And 
never to u c h in g , never speak ing—jok in g  away the p rec io u s  hours 
when I  should  have been say in g , "I love you ," knowing a t  the 
same tim e how q u ic k ly  I  would have l o s t  even h e r f r ie n d sh ip  
had I  spoken.

"M arried In  a h u r ry ,"  Mother had s a id .  Yes, in  a h u rry , and 
I  know why. Jan  was ru n n in g , runn ing  to  escape Marian P e te r ­
so n , th e  a n e s th e t i s t  a t  our h o s p i ta l .  Jan  thought no one knew 
o f the  so rd id  l i t t l e  a f f a i r ,  thought I  didn’ t  know when she 
warned me to  s ta y  away from M arian. Marian had a way o f ru sh ­
in g  one, s h e 'd  s a id ,  o f f l a t t e r i n g  one In to  a dangerous p o s i ­
t io n  o f su b se rv ien ce .

"Do you mean," I  had asked , " th a t Marian i s  a Lesbian?

"I d i d n 't  th in k  you knew about such th in g s ,"  Jan had s a id ,  h e r 
face  dark and unhappy, "Yes, t h a t 's  what I  mean. S tay  away 
from h e r . She’ s n o t a n ice  p e rso n . There’ s som ething wrong 
w ith  h e r b e s id e s , . .b e s id e s  the  o th e r ,"

So Jan  was ru n n in g , and I  c o u ld n 't  blame h e r . But in  running 
from M arian she was a ls o  runn ing  from me. I  o f te n  wondered
b i t t e r l y  I f  she w o u ldn 't run tw ice as f a r  and tw ice as f a s t  I f
she knew how I  f e l t ,  to o .

I  looked a t  her fo r  what was su re ly  a l a s t  goodbye. Should I
shake h e r hand? Jan was no t a person  one touched , no t even In
run* There was a w all around h e r ,  Vihen she passed  me a clga*  
r e t t e  o r c o f fe e ,  she was so c a re fu l no t to  b rush  my f in g e rs .

She was moving toward me th e n , b u t I  could no t see h e r face .
I  was suddenly  b lin d  w ith  weeping, and she p u t h e r arms around 
me. She f e l t  warm and s tro n g  and u n u tte ra b ly  d ea r. Goodbye, 
I  s a id .  I  c o u ld n 't  stop  c ry in g .

"G oodbye...goodbye." Her voice was ragged , to o , and she held  
my sh o u ld e rs  so t i g h t l y  I t  h u r t  me. Then she k is s e d  my 
and walked away. I  brushed the  te a r s  from my ey fs  and watched 
h e r go , a c ro s s  the  tarmac and up the ramp. She h e ld  h e r  head 
h ig h . And I  loved  h e r t e r r i b l y .



Three weeks l a t e r  I  was in  the  A ir  F o rce , The V/AP b a s ic  
t r a in in g  s t a t io n  was in  San A nton io . At l e a s t  I t  was a l i t t l e  
c lo s e r  to  Mexico, o r so i t  seemed a t  the  tim e.

And now i t  was te n  y ea rs  l a t e r ,  and I  would he se e in g  h e r 
a g a in , I  was tw en ty -seven , and Jan  must be fo r ty - tw o . I  
backed the MG ou t o f  my m o th e r 's  drivew ay and headed ac ro ss  
town, liould Jan  hug me th i s  tim e , too? How would I  f e e l  i f  
she did? Or had the  o ld  f e e l in g  f a l l e n  away w ith  the  y ea rs  
as  only  a c h i ld ’ s crush?

She was in  the yard when I  drove up , c u t t in g  f lo w e rs , a c ig a ­
r e t t e  in  h e r  hand. She had no t seen  me, so I  s a t  f o r  a moment 
and watched h e r . Her h a i r  was q u ite  g ra y , and th e  lo v e ly  s h o r t  
crop had been allow ed to  grow lan k  and sh o u ld e r le n g th .  I t  was 
h id eo u s . She was th in ,  to o , and much o ld e r .  I  h i t  th e  horn 
l i g h t l y  and go t out o f the c a r ,  sm ilin g ,

"H e llo ,"  I  s a id  and p u t ou t my hand,

"W ell, w e l l . . . "  she sm iled  and took my hand, g r ip p in g  i t  h a rd . 
"You've changed, K ay."

"Thank God," I  s a id ,  "I w o u ld n 't be sev en teen  ag a in  f o r  any­
th in g . " My hands were shak ing  b a d ly , v/e were b o th  shy w ith  
each o th e r ,  ta lk in g  too  r a p id ly ,  and w ith  too  much en thusiasm . 
She took me through the g a te  in to  the  backyard , p o in t in g  out 
app le  t r e e s  and new flow er beds. She reached  up in  the  warm 
even ing  l i g h t  to  p luck  a low -hanging a p p le , and I  sudden ly  saw 
a g a in  th e  g i r l  I  had known and lo v ed .

We went in  the  house th e n . The rooms were n ic e ly  fu rn ish e d  
in  m aple. I  s topped  b efo re  a la rg e  o i l  p o r t r a i t  in  the  l iv in g  
room. I t  showed the  face  o f  a young woman, h a l f  in  shadow, 
w ith  a sw ee tly  sad sm ile . I t  was the  one I  had p a in te d  o f Jan 
th e  f i r s t  y e a r  I  had known h e r .

"Remember?" she ask ed , coming to  s ta n d  besldecm e. I  nodded.

"Why d id  you l e t  your h a i r  grow, Jan?" I  s a id .  I t  sounded 
s tu p id ,  b u t somehow e v e ry th in g  th a t  changed in  h e r was r e p r e ­
sen ted  by th a t  la n k , h a lf -g r a y  h a i r .  " I t  was so lo v e ly  the 
o th e r  w ay ."

She shrugged . "Jorge l ik e s  i t  lo n g e r . He l ik e s  to  know who 
i s  th e  man in  th e  f a m ily ."

J u s t  then  a sm a ll, p a le  man w ith  a p e n c il  m oustache appeared  
in  th e  h a llw ay . He was w iping shav ing  soap from h is  face  
w ith  a tow el,

" J o rg e , t h i s  i s  K ay ," He came tow ard me, d ragg ing  h is  r ig h t  
le g  h e a v ily .

"Ah, I 'v e  w aited  long  to  meet y o u ,"  he s a id .  He gave me h is  
hand, and I  l ik e d  him im m ediately . The y ea rs  o f  h a tin g  him, 
the  f a c e le s s  t h i e f  o f  e v e ry th in g  I  had lo v e d , d is so lv e d  in to  
n o th in g . We began ta lk in g  abou t p a in t in g ,  and th en  th in g s

happened f a s t .  People began a r r iv in g ,  I  was busy w ith  co ffee  
and in t ro d u c t io n s ,  and then  the  se rio u s  b u sin ess  o f read in g  
"work" and d isc u s s in g  in d iv id u a l p ro g re ss  and se tback  took me 
ou t o f  m yse lf. I t  was a good tim e and s a t i s f y in g ,  I  was g lad  
I  had come. My l ik in g  f o r  Jorge In c reased  when I  heard  him 
read  two c h ap te rs  o f  h is  n o v e l. He wrote w e ll ,  and he loved 
Jan . The book was about h e r ,  b u t i t  was l ik e  lo o k ing  in to  h is  
s o u l.

Suddenly I t  was m idn ig h t, and the  group had d isso lv ed  in to  
s le e p y  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  m oonlit drivew ay, c a l l in g  th e i r  
thanks and exchanging books a t  th e  doors of t h e i r  c a r s .  Jorge 
d isa p p e a re d —he t i r e d  e a s i ly ,  Jan ex p la in ed —and we were 
a lo n e . I  em ptied a sh tra y s  and c a r r ie d  cups to  the k itc h e n .
The house was q u ie t  now, and I  f e l t  a t  ease w ith  Jan , as I  
never had in  the  y ears  b e fo re .

"Do you ev er see P o lly  and Ed?" I  asked , "I wrote them a few 
tim es when ray l e t t e r s  to  you k e p t coming back. I  guess I  had 
th e  wrong a d d re s s ."

"Oh, I  saw P o lly  about a y ear ago. I  wondered why I  never 
h ea rd  from yo u ."  Jan stopped washing the cups, and I  could 
h ea r th e  soap suds making t h e i r  l i t t l e  s iz z ly  n o ise . Her 
s le e v e s  were pushed h ig h , and h e r face  was flu sh ed  from the 
h e a t o f  th e  k i tc h e n ,

"You were in  Vermont, w e re n 't  you, when you were w ritin g  to  
P o lly ? "  She looked a t  me f o r  a moment, then began washing 
the d ish e s  a g a in .

"Yes. Did P o lly  t e l l  you?" I  wondered how much Jan knew. 
When I  was in  Vermont I  was l iv in g  w ith  K l r s t l ,  a German g i r l  
I  had met in  the  s e rv ic e .  P o lly  knew ev e ry th in g . Perhaps 
Jan  d id ,  to o .

"Yes, she to ld  m e,"

We f in is h e d  the  d ish es  in  s i le n c e . Jan slapped h e r  c lo th  
down and took o f f  h e r ap ron . She scooped up h e r  c ig a r e t te s  
and opened th e  door to  the  garden . "Come o u ts id e . I t  s 
much c o o le r ,  and you can sm ell the  app le  blossom s.

The garden was lo v e ly  in  the s o f t  l i g h t .  How rom antl£ , I  
th o u g h t w ry ly , as we s a t  down on the  c i r c u la r  bench g ird ­
l in g  th e  app le  t r e e .  P a r t  o f me wants h e r ,  as I
w atched h e r  face  in  the orange glow o f the match I  he ld  fo r  
h e r ,  and p a r t  o f  me wants to  go home and remember only the 
young J a n e t and the  o ld  memories,

" I t ' s  very good to  see you a g a in ,"  she s a id .  I was s u r ­
p r i s e d .  She has changed, to o , I  though t.

"You know," I  s a id  a lo u d , "when you went away^I ^w e  I
would n ev er see you a g a in , I  was su re  o f i t ,  I  suddenly 
f e l t  th e  o ld  lo v e  ag a in  fo r  h e r  s t i r r i n g  in  i t s  s le e p .

"Then why d id n 't  you t e l l  me?"



"T ell you what?"

"That you loved  me,"

"Did you want to  h ear i t  then?"

"No " There was a long  s i le n c e .  "I th o u g h t,"  she s a id ,  " th a t 
i f  I  never in d ic a te d  any fe e l in g  f o r  you, you m ight g e t over i t  
r a th e r  q u ic k ly ."  Her voice had the d ry , l i g h t l y  s a r c a s t i c  tone 
r  had always lo ved . " I t  d id n 't  work, d id  i t ? "  Her hand found 
mine in  the  dark n ess , squeezed b r i e f l y  and re tu rn e d  to  f id d le  
w ith  h e r  c ig a r e t t e .

"No, i t  d l d n 't , "  I  s a id .

" I t  w a sn 't  a l l  because o f  Marian th a t  I  ra n  away. I t  was you, 
to o . I  was beginning  to  love you, I  though t I  m ight g e t over 
t h a t ,  to o ."

"Did you?"

She lau g h ed —a s h o r t ,  h a rsh  sound, "No,"

"Why d id  you leav e  me, Jan? I  c r ie d  fo r  you f o r  w e e k s . . . f o r  
m onths."

"I was a f r a id .  I  d ld n 't  want i t  to  be l ik e  w ith  M arian . I  
wanted you to  have som ething b e t t e r , "

" I t  d i d n 't  have to  be l ik e  th a t ',"  I  s a id  f i e r c e l y ,  " I t  could 
have been som ething w onderfu l. I f  o n ly  one o f  us had tak en  a 
s te p  fo rw ard . I t ' s  too  l a t e  now ."

"lias i t  w onderful w ith  the  o th e rs?  Did you lo v e  the  o th e rs?
Did you love  K l r s t l? "

"Some o f them, I  loved  K l r s t l , "  I  took here  c a r e f u l ly  by the 
sh o u ld e rs  and looked a t  h e r . S trange to  see tho se  dark  eyes 
unguarded a t  l a s t ,  to  h ear the  f r o s ty ,  long-rem em bered voice 
s o f t  w ith  t e a r s .  "But most o f a l l ,  Ja n , I  loved  you. I  
loved  you so much, so lo n g . I  used to  look a t  th e  back o f 
your neck , o r  the  way your hands looked a n d ,n e a r ly  d ie  w ith  
lo v in g  y o u ."

We were s i l e n t  a lo n g  tim e . The y ea rs  la y  between u s —and so 
d id  the  s le e p in g  man in  the  house. Then she p la c e d  h e r hands 
l i g h t l y  on my face  and k is s e d  me.

"That much," she s a id .  "I w on 't th in k  what I  threw  aw ay."

I  d l d n 't  know what to  say , I  wanted to  s ta y  w ith  h e r ,  
w ith  h e r ,  a s  i t  had been long ago, b u t d i f f e r e n t  now, face  to  
face  as we never had been . But I  knew 1 c o u ld n 't  s ta y .

"How lo n g  w i l l  you be home?" She h e ld  onto my hand , as  I  
s tood  up.

(C ontinued on Page 22)

EVERY TENTH PERSON 

IS A HOMOSEXUAL!

The above legend  was s e le c te d  fo r  i t s  a t te n t io n  g e tt in g  m erits  
as the  theme f o r  a homosexual in fo rm atio n  booth a t  the C a l i ­
fo rn ia  S ta te  P alrT s ed u c a tio n a l s e c tio n . The e x h ib i t  never 
came o f f ,  b u t the  d e s ire d  a t te n t io n  was accorded by S ta te  F a ir  
o f f i c i a l s  who c a n c e lle d  booth space because o f the co n tro -  
v e r s i a l i t y "  o f the  m a te r ia l ,  by the  news media who re p o rte d  the 
s e r ie s  o f ev en ts  th a t  fo llo w ed , and by the  genera l p u b lic  who 
re c e iv e d  t h e i r  l e a f l e t s  o u ts id e  the F a i r 's  main g a te .

A p p lic a tio n  f o r  the  booth was p laced  l a s t  May by Rick S tokes, 
p re s id e n t  o f  the  A sso c ia tio n  fo r  R esponsib le C itiz e n sh ip  in  
Sacramento Five o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  Joined ARC in  making 
p l S s  fS r  the  e x h ib i t  in  an e f f o r t  to  reach  the  g enera l p u b lic  
w ith  e d u c a tio n a l in fo rm atio n  about hom osexuality: C itiz e n s
News. D aughters o f B l l i t l s ,  Council on R e lig io n  and the Homo- 
s L u a l  S o c ie ty  f o r  In d iv id u a l R igh ts and the Tavern G uild of 
San F ra n c isc o . Space was assu red  by f a i r  o f f i c i a l s ,  though 
the  a c tu a l  c o n tra c t  would no t be s isn ed  u n t i l  August - the 
F a ir  b e ing  s e t  fo r  opening on August 31. Somehow the  contract 
S igning  was delayed  and then  denied a t  the l a s t  m inute.

The Rev. D r. C larence A, C o lw ell, p re s id e n t o f the Council on 
R e lig io n  and the  Homosexual, s e n t a te leg ram  o f p r o te s t  to  
C larence Azevedo, f a i r  p r e s id e n t ,  which sa id  in  p a r t .  Con-
t r o v e r s l a l i t y  o f  s u b je c t  i s  n o t ,  in  our free  
d e n t  reaso n  to  p r o h ib i t  f re e  d is c u s s io n . We a re  aware th a t  
many o rg a n iz a tio n s  w ith  e q u a lly  c o n tro v e rs ia l  su b je c ts  have 
been g ran ted  booth sp ace , and we co n sid e r th a t  d e n ia l o f space 
to  us c o n s t i tu te s  unequal p ro te c t io n  o f the  law under th e  Uni- 
ie d  l t a S r . M “ S li? o ? n U  o o n a U tu tlo n s ."  F a i r  o f f l a l a l a  . a r .  
g iven an o p p o rtu n ity  to  re c o n s id e r  t h e i r  d e c is io n  b efo re  le g a l 
a c t io n  was tak en .

In  the  m eantim e, many prom inent C a lifo rn ia  c i t i z e n s  se n t t d  
grams to  Qovem or Edmund G Brown say in g . We 
c a t lo n a l  aims o f th e se  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and urge th a t  you if^ te r-  
v e S  to  c o r n e t  t h i s  grave i n j u s t i c e . "  The l i s t  o f more than  
i r n a ^ s  in c lu d ed  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  d o c to rs , a tto rn e y s  and 
clergym en as w ell as le a d e rs  o f  the o rg a n iz a tio n s  Involved .
But t t e  f a i r  board  h e ld  f a s t ,  the  the  governor upheld t h e i r
d e c is io n ,
A w r i t  o f  mandate was su b seq u en tly  f i l e d  in  s u p e r io r  c o u rt in  
Sacram ento by Herb Donaldson and Evander C. Sm ith, a t to rn e y s ,  
in  th e  name o f  the  C ouncil on R e lig io n  and the  Homosexual. The 
s t a t e  was re q u ire d  to  show cause why i t  should no t be compelled
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to  a llow  the  e x h ib i t  a t  a h e a r in g  b e fo re  I rv in g  H. P e r lu s s ,  
p re s id in g  Judge, on September 1.

Deputy S ta te  A tto rn ey  G en era l,C la ren ce  Brown, argued th a t  no 
c o n tra c t  had been s igned  and t h a t ,  even i f  i t  had been , the 
f a i r  management has com plete d i s c r e t io n  in  such m a tte rs . In  
r u l in g  to  uphold the  a t to rn e y  g e n e r a l 's  v iew . Judge P e rlu ss  
went on the  p ra is e  the  ’’h igh m o tiv es” o f  CRH and s a id  he was In  
no way "a c tin g  the b ig  b ro th e r"  in  d ec id in g  what shou ld  o r  
should  n o t be e x h ib ite d .

Im m ediately  fo llo w in g  the c o u r t 's  adjournm ent o f  th e  c a se , the  
Rev. Dr. C olw ell and h is  w ife , R uth, w ith  th e  a tto rn e y s  and 
w itn esse s  proceeded to  the  S ta te  F a i r  Grounds to  d i s t r i b u t e  
the  l e a f l e t s  o u ts id e  the main g a te . S ta te  F a i r  p o lic e  a t  
f i r s t  o rd e red  the p am p h le t-p asse rs  away from th e  g a te s ,  bu t 
l a t e r  r e le n te d .  A spokesman s a id  the  S ta te  was n o t going to  
make an is su e  ou t of i t "  now.

On Sunday, Septem ber iJ-, some 20 r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  from the  s ix  
o rg a n iz a tio n s  who had w r i t te n ,  p u b lish ed  and p a id  f o r  th e  edu­
c a t io n a l  l e a f l e t s  re tu rn e d  to  the  f a i r ,  ag a in  to  make t h e i r  
d i s t r i b u t io n  o u ts id e  th e  main g a te . A pproxim ately 5.000 
p ie c e s  were passed  ou t to  f a i r  g o e rs .

A tto rn ey  Sm ith p re d ic te d  th a t  many thousands more peop le  were 
exposed to  th e  e d u c a tio n a l campaign because o f news coverage 
in  the  mass media than  would have been the  case had th e  f a i r  
d i r e c to r s  "allow ed us a l i t t l e  booth  In  a co rn e r o f  the  
g rounds."

Out o f  c o u r t .  Dr. C olw ell s a id  the  L e g is la tu re  I s  supposed to  
r e f l e c t  th e  w i l l  o f  the p eo p le . I f  campaigns aimed a t  'ed u ­
c a tin g "  th e  peop le  a re  s t i f l e d ,  he a sk ed , how can th e  L e g is ­
l a tu r e  be expected  to  change?

P e o p le 's  re a c t io n s  to  r e c e ip t  o f  th e  pam phlets was, f o r  the 
most p a r t ,  em barrassed amusement. B u t very  few l e a f l e t s  
were thrown away. Most were fo ld ed  and tucked away In  p u r ­
ses  and p o ck e ts  fo r  fu tu re  re a d in g .

G o o á t y c  A g a m
(C ontinued from page 20)

"U n til Septem ber. I 'm  going o v erseas  f o r  g radua te  work a t  
H e id e lb e rg ,"  I  w aited  a moment, "I w o n 't be back , Jan , I  
s t i l l  love you. I  w on 't see you a g a in ."  She nodded, h e r  
face  h idden .

There was a sudden g u st o f  wind, and a shower o f  th e  p ink 
blossom s f e l l  around u s . I  walked away and pushed through 
the  l i t t l e  g a te  to  the  s t r e e t .  I  heard  th e  c l ic k  o f  h e r  c i ­
g a r e t te  l i g h t e r ,  th e  one I  had g iven  h e r ,  as I  went down th e  
w alk.

C r o s s - c u r r e n t s
WISCONSIN YOUNG DEMOCRATS ADOPTED A FREE SEX PLANK In  th e i r  
o rg a n iz a t io n 's  p la tfo rm  a t  a convention  in  Manitowoc e a r l i e r  
th i s  y e a r . By a vote o f 75 to  55, the  convention  c a lle d  fo r  
the  a b o l i t io n  o f  a l l  le g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on sexual r e la t io n s  
between co n sen tin g  a d u lts  which do no t v io la te  the r ig h ts  o f
o th e r s .

The p lank  on which the  vote v;as taken  evolved from two se p a ­
r a te  p ro p o sa ls . One read : "We fav o r the a b o l i t io n  o f  laws
d ire c te d  toward p re v e n tin g  those persons who a re  homosexually 
In c lin e d  from freedom o f a c t i o n . " The o th e r  demanded an end 
to  laws a g a in s t  "u n n a tu ra l r e la t io n s "  between members o f the 
o p p o s ite  sex .

H eated d isc u ss io n  p receded  th e  b a l lo t in g .  A storm  of c r i t i ­
cism came from p a r ty  e ld e rs  a f t e r  the b a l lo t in g .

Concerning the  c o n tro v e rs ia l  i s s u e ,  and p o in tin g  out th a t  he 
was r e f e r r in g  to  sex  in  g e n e ra l, Conrad Goodklnd, s ta te  c h a i r ­
man o f th e  Young Democrats and a s tu d e n t a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
W isconsin, s a id :

" I f  Democrats a re  fo r  i t  and R epublicans a re  a g a in s t i t ,  th a t  
m ight accoun t fo r  the f a c t  th a t  th e re  a re  more D em ocrats."

+ + + + + +

In  the  September is su e  o f  THE LADDER we asked such q u estio n s 
as "Viho i s  a Homosexual?" and "Who i s  a Homophile?" The b ig  
q u e s tio n  th i s  month m ight w ell be "Who I s  a Woman?"

A c o n tin e n ta l  co n tro v e rsy  over the sex o f women a th le te s  has 
f a r  overshadowed the  s p o r tin g  even ts in  the European A th le t ic  
Championships in  Budapest re c e n t ly .

M edical o f f i c i a l s  a t  the games have in s i s te d  th a t  every  would- 
be co m p e tito r in  the  women's ev en ts  be examined by a panel o f 
p h y s ic ia n s  to  c e r t i f y  th e ir ,  sex . S evera l "women" a th le te s  de­
c lin e d  to  be "sexed", i n s i s t i n g  i t  was degrad ing  to  undergo 
th e  exam ination  and withdrew from com p etitio n .

In  In te rv iew s w ith  d o c to rs  on th e  scen e , C h ris to p h e r B rash er, 
o f th e  London O bserver, r e p o r ts  th a t  m ed ica lly  'th e re  i s  no 
d e f in i t e  l in e  between male and fem ale ."  This i s  why the doc­
to r s  I n s i s t  on having a pan«^, r a th e r  l ik e  a Ju ry , a t  th e  me­
d ic a l  exam ination .

Every human being  has both  male and female hormones, and the 
balance  between the two determ ines w hether the body looks 
male o r  fem ale. The balance i s  n o t easy  to  m easure. Hor- 
mones a f f e c t  secondary  sexual c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  such as d i s t r i ­
b u tio n  o f  h a i r  and f a t ,  s iz e  o f  b re a s ts  and g e n i t a l s ,  e t c .



Some In d iv id u a ls  -  and they  may be le s s  uncommon than  once 
though t - have g e n e tic  a b n o rm a litie s  which may ex p ress  them­
se lv e s  as anatom ical a b n o rm a lit ie s . For in s ta n c e ,  i t  i s  p o s ­
s ib le  fo r  a "woman" to  have t e s te s  concealed  in  h e r  la b ia  m i­
no r ( the o u te r  l i p  o f the en tran ce  to  the v a g in a ) , o r  even 
t e s t e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the o v a r ie s . Are such peop le  male o r  
female?

I t  I s  a w ell known f a c t  th a t  m ales have a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  X 
and y  chromosome p a i r  in  each c e l l , and fem ales have two X 
chromosomes. However, th e re  a re  many In te rm e d ia te  cases 
w ith  s e v e ra l X«s and Y 's and o th e r  v a r i a t io n s .  Some fem ales 
may c a r ry  a male g en e tic  elem ent - and th e se  may make b e t t e r  
a th le te s  While i t  i s  im possib le  to  determ ine how many such 
women th e re  a r e ,  I t  i s  sa fe  to  say  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be a f a r  
h ig h e r p ercen tag e  among female a th le te s  than  in  an average 
sam pling o f  the  g en era l p o p u la tio n .

This does no t mean th a t  a l l  women a th le te s  have male c h a ra c ­
t e r i s t i c s ,  no r does i t  mean th a t  a l l  g re a t  women a th l e t e s  
a re  any more male than  the average woman - a f t e r  a l l , many 
o f them have had c h i ld re n , which I s  s t i l l  th e  u lt im a te  p ro o f 
th a t  th ey  a re  fem ale.

+ + + + +

IN THE NAME OP RELIGION a condemned homosexual was execu ted  
re c e n t ly  in  the  main square o f  Sanaa, Yemen, b e fo re  6,000 
w itn e s se s , A r e l ig io u s  c o u rt had sen ten ced  Ahmed el-Osam y, a 
6 0 -y e a r-o ld  m un ic ipal em ployee, fo r  homosexual o f fe n s e s , and 
Is la m ic  law demands th a t  a man co n v ic ted  o f  hom osexuality  be 
thrown from th e  h ig h e s t p o in t  in  the  c i t y .

The c o u r t  s a id  th a t  el-Osamy could  be beheaded in s te a d ,  bu t 
when the  ap p o in ted  hour a r r iv e d ,  however, th e  o f f i c i a l  execu­
t io n e r  d id  n o t show up. A f te r  w a itin g  tw enty m in u tes , w ith  
h is  c o n se n t, the  condemned man was sh o t to  d eath  by a p o lic e  
o f f i c e r .

"They though t o f  throw ing him from a p la n e , b u t t h a t ’ s e x ­
p e n s iv e ,"  s a id  M in is te r  o f  E duca tion  Mohammed e l-K h a lid y .
I t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e a homosexual had been execu ted  In  Yemen.

ANOTHER RUNG . . .
With t h i s  is s u e  THE LADDER beg ins I t s  second decade o f  p u b llo h -  
In g . C e r ta in  changes In  e d i t o r i a l  p o lic y  a re  a n t ic ip a te d .  To 
d a te  em phasis has been on the  L e s b ia n 's  ro le  in  the  homophlle 
movement. Her i d e n t i t y  as  a woman In  our s o c ie ty  has n o t y e t 
been ex p lo red  In  dep th . I t  I s  o f te n  s ta te d  In  e x p la in in g  "Who 
i s  a L esb ian?" th a t  she i s  a human b e in g  f i r s t ,  a woman second­
ly  and a L esb ian  o n ly  t h i r d ly .  The th i r d  a sp e c t has been e x ­
pounded a t  le n g th . Now I t  I s  time to  s te p  up THE LADDER to  the  
second rung . . .

L e s t i a n a
by Gene Damon

341 .̂ SUDDEN ENDINGS by M. J .  Meaker. Doubleday, Garden C ity , 
New York, 1964-.

Most LADDER re a d e rs  w i l l  n o t recogn ize  those  c ry p tic  i n i t i a l s  
o r  t h a t  a u th o r  name -  no t even on being  to ld  th a t  the copyrigh t 
I s  In  the  name o f  Marl jane Meaker -  bu t th i s  lad y  I s  f a m ilia r  to  
us a l l  as Vln Packer and Ann A ld rich .

This book I s  a s tu d y  o f 13 people  who took th e i r  own l i v e s ,  and 
i t  In c lu d es  s e v e ra l famous homosexuals and Lesbians -  as w ell 
as o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  o f some prominence w ith  homosexual I n c i ­
den ts  In  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Most o f the people covered have been 
w r it te n  about b e fo re . The new In c lu s io n s  a re  Diana Barrymore, 
whose unhappy l i f e  and e a r ly  death  most p robab ly  was c rea ted  
by h e r unusual home l i f e  coupled w ith  rep re sse d  Lesbianism ; 
and J u l ia n  Harvey, whose prim ary claim  to  fame Is  se v e ra l un­
d e te c te d  murders b e fo re  he trapped  h im se lf  In  a s i tu a t io n  which 
l e f t  no e x i t  b u t a very  f in a l  one.

Miss Meaker i s  as unsym pathetic  as e v e r , bu t as must be adm it­
te d , she I s  an e x c e l le n t  w r i te r  and t e l l s  a f a s c in a tin g  t a l e .

3M.5. JOURNEY TO OBSCURITY: THE LIFE OF OCTAVE THANET by
George McMlchael, U n iv e rs ity  o f Nebraska P re s s , L in ­
c o ln , 1965.

Octave Thanet was the pseudonym o f a s ix - f o o t  t a l l ,  200-pound 
New England and Iowa s p in s te r  who l iv e d  from March, I 850 to  
Jan u ary , 191 3̂. She was v i r t u a l ly  unknown by th e  tim e o f her 
d e a th , bu t by a tw is t  o f f a te  she had been, du ring  h er l i f e ­
tim e , fo r  a p e r io d  o f  some 30 y e a rs , one o f the c o u n try 's  most 
p o p u la r n o v e l is ts  and s h o r t  s to ry  w r i te r s .

Octave was born  A lice  French In to  a fam ily  o f  the dying a r i ­
s to c ra c y "  o f  Am erica, those  men who b u i l t  f in a n c ia l  em pires 
w ith  t h e i r  hands and b ra in s .  Thus A lice grew In to  h e r n a tu ra l  
co n se rv a tiv e  R epublican views from e a r ly  ch ildhood . Her s tu b ­
born  c l in g in g  to  th ese  b e l i e f s ,  d e sp ite  the  In c re a s in g  l i b e r a ­
lism  o f th e  1900' s  caused h e r  f a l l  from p o p u la r i ty .

Her I n t e r e s t  to  us i s  h er l i f e lo n g  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  p e t i t e  
and p r e t t y  Jane Craw ford, w ith  whom she l iv e d  from 1883 u n t i l  
Jane d ied  in  L932. Together they  b u i l t  a w in te r home a t  C lo­
ver Bend P la n ta t io n  in  A rkansas on a grand and g lo r io u s  s c a le . 
They c a l le d  i t  Thanford ( a f t e r  Thanet and Crawford) and th ere  
e n te r ta in e d  dozens o f  the n o ta b le s  o f  t h e i r  day, in c lu d in g  
Theodore R ooseve lt and C alv in  C oolldge.



Some In d iv id u a ls  -  and th ey  may be l e s s  u.iooimnon than  once 
th o u g h t - have g e n e tic  a b n o rm a litie s  which may ex p ress  them­
se lv e s  as an a to m ica l a b n o rm a lit ie s . For In s ta n c e , I t  I s  p o s ­
s ib le  fo r  a "woman" to  have t e s te s  concealed  in  h e r  la b ia  mi­
n o r ( th e  o u te r  l i p  o f the en tra n c e  to  the  v a g in a ) , o r  even 
t e s t e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the o v a r ie s . Are such peop le  male o r 
fem ale?

I t  I s  a w ell known f a c t  th a t  males have a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  X 
and Y chromosome p a i r  in  each c e l l ,  and fem ales have two X 
chromosomes. However, th e re  a re  many In te rm e d ia te  cases 
w ith  s e v e ra l  X»s and Y*s and o th e r  v a r i a t io n s .  Some fem ales 
may c a r ry  a male g e n e tic  elem ent - and th ese  may make b e t t e r  
a t h l e t e s .  Vihlle I t  i s  Im possib le  to  determ ine how many such 
women th e re  a r e .  I t  I s  sa fe  to  say  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be a f a r  
h ig h e r  p e rcen tag e  among female a th le te s  than In  an average 
sam pling  o f  the  g e n e ra l p o p u la tio n .

T h is does no t mean th a t  a l l  women a th l e t e s  have male c h a ra c ­
t e r i s t i c s ,  n o r does i t  mean th a t  a l l  g re a t  women a th l e t e s  
a re  any more male than  the  average woman -  a f t e r  a l l , many 
o f them have had c h i ld r e n , which i s  s t i l l  the  u lt im a te  p ro o f  
th a t  th e y  ^ re  fem ale.

+ + + + +

OP RELIGION a condemned homosexual was execu ted  
the main square o f  Sanaa, Yemen, b e fo re  6,000 
A r e l ig io u s  c o u r t  had sen tenced  Ahmed el-Osam y, a 
m u n ic ip a l em ployee, fo r  homosexual o f fe n s e s ,  and 
demands th a t  a man co n v ic ted  o f  hom osexuality  be 
the  h ig h e s t p o in t  In  the  c i t y .

IN THE NAME 
r e c e n t ly  in  
w i tn e s s e s , 
6 0 -y e a r-o ld  
Is la m ic  law 
thrown from

The c o u rt s a id  th a t  el-Osamy could  be beheaded In s te a d , bu t 
when the  ap p o in ted  hour a r r iv e d ,  however, th e  o f f i c i a l  execu­
t io n e r  d id  n o t show up . A f te r  w a itin g  tw enty m in u tes , w ith  
h is  c o n se n t, the condemned man was sho t to  dea th  by a p o lic e  
o f f i c e r .

"They th ough t o f  th row ing  him from a p la n e , b u t t h a t 's  e x ­
p e n s iv e ,"  s a id  M in is te r  o f  E d u ca tion  Mohammed e l-K h a lld y .
I t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e a homosexual had been execu ted  In  Yemen.

ANOTHER RUNG . . .
W ith t h i s  Is su e  THE LADDER beg ins I t s  second decade o f p u b llo h -  
In g . C e r ta in  changes In  e d i t o r i a l  p o lic y  a re  a n t ic ip a te d .  To 
d a te  em phasis has been on th e  L e s b ia n 's  ro le  In  th e  homophlle 
movement. Her I d e n t i ty  as a woman In  our s o c ie ty  has n o t y e t 
been ex p lo red  In  d ep th . I t  I s  o f te n  s ta te d  in  e x p la in in g  "Who 
I s  a L esb ian ?"  th a t  she I s  a human b e in g  f i r s t ,  a woman second­
ly  and a L esb ian  o n ly  th i r d ly .  The th i r d  a sp e c t has been e x ­
pounded a t  le n g th .  Now I t  I s  time to  s te p  up THE LADDER to  the 
second rung . . .

344. SUDDEN ENDINGS by M. J .  Weaker. 
New York, 1964.

Doubleday, Garden C ity ,

Most LADDER re a d e rs  w i l l  n o t recogn ize  those  c ry p tic  I n i t i a l s  
o r th a t  a u th o r name -  no t even on being  to ld  th a t  the copyrigh t 
I s  in  the name o f Marl Jane Weaker -  bu t t h i s  lad y  Is  f a m ilia r  to  
us a l l  as Vln Packer and Ann A ld ric h ,

This book Is  a study  o f 13 people  who took t h e i r  own l i v e s ,  and 
I t  In c lu d es  se v e ra l famous homosexuals and L esbians -  as w ell , 
as o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  o f  some prominence w ith  homosexual I n c l -  ' 
d en ts  In  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Most o f the  people  covered have been 
w r i t te n  about b e fo re . The new In c lu s io n s  a re  Diana Barrym ore, 
whose unhappy l i f e  and e a r ly  d eath  most p ro b ab ly  v;as c re a te d  
by h e r unusual home l i f e  coupled w ith  re p re sse d  Lesbianism ; 
and J u l ia n  Harvey, whose prim ary  claim  to  fame Is  se v e ra l un­
d e te c te d  m urders b e fo re  he trap p ed  h im se lf  In  a s i tu a t io n  v/hlch 
l e f t  no e x i t  b u t a very  f in a l  one.

Miss Weaker I s  as unsym pathetic  as  e v e r , bu t as must be adm it­
te d , she I s  an e x c e l le n t  w r i te r  and t e l l s  a f a s c in a t in g  t a l e .

345. JOURNEY TO OBSCURITY: THE LIFE OP OCTAVE THANET by
George McMlchael, U n iv e rs ity  o f  Nebraska P re s s , L in ­
co ln , 1965.

Octave Thanet was the  pseudonym o f a s ix - f o o t  t a l l ,  200-pound 
Mew England and Iowa s p in s te r  who l iv e d  from March, I 850 to  
Jan u a ry , 1943. She was v i r t u a l l y  unknown by th e  time o f her 
d e a th , bu t by a tw is t  o f f a te  she had been , during  her l i f e ­
tim e , fo r  a p e r io d  o f  some 30 y e a r s ,  one o f  the  c o u n try 's  most 
p o p u la r n o v e l is ts  and s h o r t  s to ry  w r i te r s .

Octave was born  A lice  French In to  a fam ily  o f the dying " a r i ­
s to c ra c y "  o f  Am erica, those  men who b u i l t  f in a n c ia l  em pires 
w ith  t h e i r  hands and b r a in s .  Thus A lice  grew In to  h er n a tu ra l  
c o n se rv a tiv e  R epublican views from e a r ly  ch ildhood . Her s tu b ­
born  c l in g in g  to  th ese  b e l i e f s ,  d e sp ite  the  in c re a s in g  l i b e r a ­
lism  o f th e  1900' s  caused h e r  f a l l  from p o p u la r lt jr .

Her I n t e r e s t  to  us I s  h er l i f e lo n g  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  p e t i t e  
and p r e t t y  Jane  Craw ford, w ith  whom she l iv e d  from 1883 u n t i l  
Jane d ied  In  L932. T ogether th ey  b u i l t  a w in te r home a t  C lo­
v e r Bend P la n ta t io n  in  A rkansas on a grand and g lo rio u s  s c a le . 
They c a l le d  I t  Thanford ( a f t e r  Thanet and Crawford) and th e re  
e n te r ta in e d  dozens o f  the n o ta b le s  o f  t h e i r  day. In c lu d in g  
Theodore R ooseve lt and C alv in  C oolldge.



Most o f  Octave T h a n e t 's  novels and s to r i e s  seem d re a d fu l t y  t o ­
d a y 's  s ta n d a rd s , and , o f c o u rse , now d i f f i c u l t  to  lo c a te ,  
hav ing  been p u b lish e d  in  m agazines which a re  to  be found on ly  
In  l i b r a r i e s .  Only one o f  the s to r i e s  I  have examined o f  h e r 
works (and I  have seen o n ly  about o n e - th ird  o f h e r  p u b lish e d  
o u tp u t) i s  p e r t in e n t .  This i s  "My L o re le i :  A H eid e lb erg  Ro­
mance -  from the  D iary  o f  Mrs. Louis Danton Lynde , which a p ­
p ea red  in  the  magazine IffiSTERN, V. V I, No. 1 , Jan u a ry . 1880.
The u n b e lie v a b le  p lo t  t e l l s  o f  a h ero in e  who f a l l s  in  love 
w ith  a maiden c a l le d  Undine (d e c la r in g  I t  v e rb o se ly  f o r  22 
p a g e s ) . The m orals o f  a l l  concerned a re  saved , however, fo r  
Undine I s  co n v e n ie n tly  k i l l e d  o f f  by a mad C re tin  from a n e a r ­
by f o r e s t .  A ll o f th i s  tak es  p la c e  In  a c a s t l e  in  H e id e l­
b e rg , Germany,

31+6. NORMAN'S LETTER by Gavin Lam bert, Coward-McCann, New 
York, 1966.

T his th i r d  novel i s  the  a u tf io r 's  most s u c c e s s fu l to  d a te .  A ll 
o f  h is  books have s u b s ta n t ia l  homosexual c o n te n t , b u t t h i s  n o ­
v e l Is  e n t i r e l y  about a re p re sse d  homosexual m ale. H is s i s t e r ,  
V io le t ,  i s  the  I n t e r e s t  h e re , however, and th i s  w it ty  p o r t r a i t  
o f  a dom inating  bu tchy  fem ale who ru n s away from h e r  n a tiv e  
England to  become a prom inent Nazi I s  very  w ell done. Having 
decided  to  compare Mr. L am bert's  t a l e n t s  w ith  C h ris to p h e r  I s h -  
erwood. I t  I s  s u rp r is in g  to  no te  th a t  the  book Is  so d e d ic a te d .

HISTORY OP S. F. HOMOPHILE GROUPS
(C ontinued from page 13)

g a n lz a tlo n s  i s  r a p id ly  le a rn in g  to  cope w ith  p o l ic e ,  p u b l i c i ty ,  
d is c r im in a to ry  p r a c t ic e s  o f  b u s in e sse s  and s u ic id e  p re v e n tio n , 
w hile  t r y in g  to  p ro v id e  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  such as F r id a y  n ig h t 
dances a t  G lide Memorial M ethod ist Church.

So th i s  I s  where we s ta n d . By the  p o lic e  d e p a rtm e n t's  own e s t i ­
m ate , th e re  a re  app ro x im ate ly  90*000 homosexuals in  the  c i t y  o f 
San F ra n c isc o  who a re  demanding f u l l  c i t i z e n s h ip .  The o ld  te c h ­
n iq u es o f  s ta g in g  r a id s  on homosexual g a th e r in g s , o f  b a r r in g  ho­
m osexuals from employment, o f  ig n o rin g  o r  r id ic u l in g  the  homo- 
p h l le  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  t h e i r  a tte m p ts  to  dea l w ith  sex  ed u ca tio n  
w i l l  no t work any more. The homophlle community has found i t s  
vo ice  and i t s  backbone and w i l l  no lo n g e r be in t im id a te d .

The p re s s u re  i s  on. An u n re le n tin g  p re ssu re  on th e  c o l le c t iv e  
co n sc ien ce  o f  the church and o f  s o c ie ty .  An u n re le n tin g  p re ssu re  
on th e  c i t y  o f  San F ran c isco  to  face the  Issu e  s q u a re ly . And t o ­
day we a re  happy to  p re s e n t a f in e  a r ra y  o f  speakers who w i l l  a t ­
tem pt to  la y  the  groundwork f o r  a c o n s tru c t iv e ,  c o o p e ra tiv e  p ro ­
gram fo r  "San F ra n c isc o  and i t s  Homophlle Community -  A M erging 
S o c ia l  C o n sc ien ce ."

-  Del M artin
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Primary theme of the con- 

ventioB wai the plight o4 the 
"thlnl »ex” at the mercy 
of ‘'archaic social attitude»” 
and punitive police. Poli^  
and court methods of ba: 
d l i n g  the age-old proWei 
were castigated both by lea< 
ers of the “homophile con 
munity” and by Municip 
Oourt Judge Joseph Kenned 
who called for equal tres 
meat of homosexuals usd 
the law.

“It may be a

I comnP^i^li intended by the Creator, and !
nizatfon J t h e r e f o r e  the only thing V ^  tta
■ector«+h »̂ -1 1  *'idch is normal.’’ the judge} wfijeL tte  o ij? ^« to r s  that it would I  _____ _ >̂ u #Ki. ¡ .  «m  thi. 1 H

I sume that heterosexual con- 
I duct is the only kind that was 
I intAnHAH hv th» C reator, and
I  t h e r e f o r e  the only thing V V tb,

(director, i  »Wch is normal.” the judge f  irJiich i, **'• the^^iff'
Ihidden a S i ' h . " 1 deelared. “If this is not the | aa/d. ^  *orina)_»
fconlroveSitt‘‘î “nI ' ‘'ttu.,.,. *
Ihidden a 1x1.111. 1. ,  I deelared. "If tnis is not tne aa/d.
fconlroveSi(t‘‘!5“*fI “"'S’ “'‘"8 ."gtt

New Attitudes
Homophiles Urged <*•-5 0M, ST "

£■£ w

Í8,

\»tv>iith'i * • '
TftO'- O-

' 'hiS." „eü-
■Wit-

A t''®CO»"'";«!*
cv̂ ‘“'J?»»'

\  Kddital rethinking of 
uopular concepts about aber­
rant sex pi actices was advo­
cated b\ a Methodist minister 
(oda.̂  as a step toward a 
' c-omp.'i<sionale Chrstiari 
approach to the problem oi 
homosexualitx 

Such an approach is sorely 
needed to bring about an eas 

j^g^_liilSlons_ in

Lawyers' Pinel

Homosexuals Told: 
'Educate Public'

A panel of lawyers, includ- 
jjiC two San Francisco as­
s e m b l y m e n ,  urged a ho­
mosexual group yesterday to 
undertake a m a s s i v e  pro­
gram designed to convince 
the public that homosexuality 

t is an acceptable way of Ufe.
But. they warned, the cam- 

Ipaigncrs will be “P Other homosexu^
lough odds in any effort to re- . , 
vise anti-homosexual laws ' ^

Assemblyman Wtll^ 
a d v i s e d  soi

They  and otlwr partici­
pants m a seminar on "I-ega) 
and Penal Code Reforms aS| 
They .Affect the Hom^osexuaJ” 
agreed that offenses involv-, 
ing force, those committed 
with minors and Ihoy; com­
mitted in public places are 
properly designated as ielo-

promineni psycluatnst a consent in private should not 
psychologist and a ps\cho-so- be a matter of public v 
cioJogi.st belore an audience rern
oi more than liX) .Some homosexual', like

Following the give and take ^ome heterosexual.', are ill. 
session the panelists issued a w»me homosexuals, like het- 
concen.sii.s statement, deolar- erosexuals are preoccupied 

with sex as a way of file Bui 
. , ,  ̂ probably for a majority of ad-

u i a i i r «  Homosexuals, 11 k e het_ sexual orientation
the rela- • should be heated j constitutes only one eompo-

as individual human beings,  ̂ much more compli-
not as a special group, either 
bv law or social agencies or
employers panelists were Dr .Itiel

For t ,  director of the San 
SOMh ILL Francisco H e a l t h  Depart

Laws governing sexual be- rnen l s Center for Special 
havior should be retornied to P r o b l e m s  Dr .loe K 

■St deal nnly with dearly anti-so- Adams ,  psychologist and 
in ciai behavior such as behav- former Mental Health officer 

involving violence or in Santa Clara County and 
of youth The sexual behavior of I Dr. Evelyn G Hooker re- 
le individual...adults by^mutu^[jearchj^§y;cl^^

i  s  s.js £ a
r Q- —

State Fair Ban on 
Homo Booth OKd

mostly males, 
sponsored by I ally oriented! 
vidual Rights:

! T see little
any change

SACRAMENTO -  Di rec-  stigmatizing ol -leper groups 
of the California State, of society.” 

ir returned to business as I  Stokes lesliiied to his acliv- 
u a l today with Superior¡ities in attempting to con- 

L backing for their deci- tract exhibit space. He al- 
that a “family fail” is legedly told a fair official 
he place to lecture the'during a “heated discussion” 

on the subject of ho-1 that “whom you go to bed 
uality. I with is nobody’s concern as
Fair Board's position i long as there's mutual agree- 
istained yesterday by! menl. and it's about time the 
r i 0 r Judge Irving H.' public accepted that fact.” 

Perluss in dismissing an ac-l In his decision, the judge 
lion to force the fair to rent commented: 
lexhibil space to the council "It seems to me this is an 

Religion and Homosexual- appropriate subject for a law 
IV. r ev i ew,  medical journals,

pam-ri G. Stokes, licad of a symposiums and the pulpit.” 
dered the thelrling Sacramento “As- Members of the petitioning
phiet-passert 'igpted andlion lor Responxible Citi- organizations indicated they 
gates, but ‘ ^  statelp. ■ related that $90 and would not appeal because the

jyii.cu ... w.. r ------ _ :chmilrt hJ* ^  - . .w  anU>'able time had been f a i r  closes its 12-day runcational program, “not > should t to make an . minted Sept. 11
in the community as a whole l-Ii-headUned* "E veryp--___

California laws 
¡ject. Of 120 meml 
Legislature, there 
eight who would be 
take a favorable 
rerision).”

Brown urged the group I®,
"act as any other minority I lacturei 
jioup would-discuss the is- Ws 
sues, educate people.” nShts n

Assemblyman John Burton of all 
joined in the plea for an edu- added 1

5 Si.

f i t

in the community
but in the bomophitecomTunis^ 
nilv itself

Conve»"'

issue out of it’
Dr. CdweU i^ d  

nro • homfifiÉBV
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