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O  Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to society.

0 Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

e  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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A Homosexual 
Ghetto ? __ by L E O  E B R E O

When I  was younger - about s ix te e n  - I  was an a c tiv e  Z io n is t .I  be lieved  th a t  the b e s t th in g  fo r  American Jews, In  f a c t  a l l  Jews, to  do would be to  go to  I s r e a l  and l iv e  In  a k ibb u tz  ( c o l l e c t iv e ) .  I  belonged to  a Z io n is t  ''movement'' and t r i e d  to  
g e t the Jews I knew to  Jo in . I  expected o f course th a t  few would want to  emlgx*ate, bu t I  thought th a t  most would be i n ­te re s te d  in  he lp ing  I s r e a l  and the Z io n is t movement.
This was no t the case . I was m et, very o f te n , by an e x t r a ­o rd in ary  h o s t i l i t y .  I t  was no t u n t i l  years l a t e r ,  read in g  works on Jewish s e l f -h a tr e d ,  Negro s e l f - h a t r e d ,  th a t  I  could r e a l iz e  th a t  I had frig h ten ed  some a lre a d y -fr ig h te n e d  people .
For th is  f r ig h t  I have s t i l l  no cu re . The r a t io n a l  arguments 
which I gave my Jewish fr ie n d s  th en , I  would give them now.
These arguments (both  the ones they gave me and my r e p l ie s )  came back to  me re c e n tly  when I began working in  the homophlle movement and speaking to  homosexual f r ie n d s  about I t .  When I attem pted to  draw some p a r a l l e l  between the Jew 's s tru g g le  fo r h is  r ig h ts  and the hom osexual's s tru g g le  fo r  h i s ,  I was o ften  stopped sh o rt w ith the exp lan a tio n  th a t  th e re  could be no p a r ­a l l e l  because one was a " re lig io u s  problem" and the o th e r  a "sexual problem ." I t r i e d ,  w ithout success, to  show how much 
the N egro 's s tru g g le  p a ra l le le d  th a t  o f the Jew, even though the Negro "problem" was a "race problem" and no t a " re lig io u s  p rob lem ."
As I  have s a id , I  have no r a t io n a l  arguments a g a in s t  the s u r ­render to  f e a r ,  and the r e je c t io n  o f s e l f  th a t  l i e s  behind i t .  This essay  i s  not w rit te n  fo r  those who have su rren dered  to  f e a r ,  bu t fo r  the o th e rs , the f ig h te r s .
I th ink  we need to  co n s ta n tly  re a ff irm  our p e rsp e c tiv e  in  the f ig h t  fo r  homophlle r ig h ts ,  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  we are  p a r t  o f  a b road , general movement towards a b e t t e r ,  f r e e r ,  h ap p ie r  world.
This s tru g g le  of ours fo r  complete acceptance w i l l  probably  continue throughout our l i f e t im e , as w i ll  the s tru g g le  o f the Negro and th é  Jew. Oceans of h a tre d , un reason , r e je c t io n ,  craven fe a r  w ill  continue to  come from the "o th er"  world ( of the w h ite , the g e n t i le ,  the h e te ro se x u a l) , w i l l  con tinue to  , In fe c t  many In d iv id u a ls  w ith in  these oppressed m in o r i t ie s .
And in  th is  l i g h t ,  I th ink  my p a r a l l e l  Z io n is t exp erience  w ill  show us bo th  the cu rren ts  o f the O pposition from w ith in  our own ran k s , and the answers which we must make. The o b jec tio n s  my Jewish fr ie n d s  ra ise d  were as fo llow s;

(1) "I'm  no t th a t  Jewish'. Being Jewish I s n ' t  th a t  im portant to  me." ( 2) "I d o n 't  want to  go to  I s r e a l . "  (3) "You are  
making the s i tu a t io n  bad fo r There i s n ' t  any g re a t p rob ­
lem. D isc re tio n  Is  the password. You are  being o ffe n s iv e .You are  p u tt in g  us in  a GHETTO, or would I f  we allowed you."
The answers I  gave then come back to  me now:
1. "I'm  no t th a t  Jew ish ."  What does " th a t"  mean? Orthodoxy? 
Many Z io n is t a re  no t th a t  orthodox. To be Jewish does not mean a s e r ie s  o f outward observances. I t  means being p a r t  o f a peop le , recogn iz ing  th e i r  h is to ry , try in g  to  f in d  w ith in  th a t  h i s to r ic a l  experience your le s so n , your p lace .
2. "I d o n 't  want to  go to  I s r e a l . "  Perhaps n o t. Perhaps not now when co n d itio n s  fo r  Jewish l i f e  are  good In  the United S ta te s  (a s  they were once in  Germany). But d o n 't  you want I s r e a l  to  e x is t?  Some p lace  which w il l  rep re se n t the Jews, to  which they can go i f  oppressed? What o th e r n a tio n  would try  Elchmann? And i f  an I s r e a l  had e x is te d  In  the time o f Nazi 
Germany, could no t the  Jews have gone th ere?  And, w ith an I s ­r e a l  to  re p re se n t them, might th ere  not have been some a c tio n  taken to  p rev en t the ex term ination  of the  Jews in  Europe?
3. "You a re  making the s i tu a t io n  bad fo r  u s . . .You are  p u tt in g  us in  a g h e tto ."  Nonsense. I s r e a l  i s  no t a g h e tto . I t  Is  a p lace  where the Jew I s ,  i f  any th ing , more normal than In  o ther c o u n tr ie s , a p lace  where he I s  a farm er, seaman, shepherd, 
r a th e r  than f u r r i e r  and candy s to re  owner.
Of co u rse , the Jews who o ffe red  me these arguments were not convinced by my r e p l ie s .  They had a c e r ta in  p ic tu re  in  th e i r  minds o f what being "Jewish" was - a cu rio u s , narrow, i l l -  inform ed v is io n  defined  by an old man (always old) w ith a long 
w hite beard  and a yamulka and a long black c o a t, a Y iddish a c ­c e n t, the boredom of p ray er mumbled and h a lf-h e a rd  on c e r ta in  holy days in  a synagogue. The r e a l i t y  o f Jewish ex is te n c e , h i s to r y ,  a s p ira t io n s  was unknown to them. Small wonder then th a t  they could not imagine the r e a l i t y  of I s r e a l .  I t s  youth, 
v i t a l i t y ,  the  v a r ie ty  of I t s  peop les.
So they hung back - o f te n , too o f te n , proud of not being "too Jew ish ,"  changing th e i r  names to  le s s  Jew lsh-sounding ones, 
the g i r l s  having th e i r  noses shortened s u rg ic a lly .
And y e t ,  as the years passed , I saw them grow more co n fid en t, le s s  ap o lo g e tic  o f  th e i r  Judaism , because, in  s p i te  of them­s e lv e s , th ey  were proud o f I s r e a l ,  th a t  n a tio n  whose growth 
they had a t  f i r s t  re se n ted .
And so . I  th in k , i t  w i ll  be w ith  those homosexual f rien d s  of mine who a re  now f e a r f u l ,  even r e s e n tf u l ,  o f the homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s . T heir re a c tio n s  now p a r a l l e l ,  alm ost word fo r 
word, those  o f the  Jews:
1. "I'm  n o t th a t  homosexual'." Here to o , the Image the o u t­s id e  world p ic tu re s  Is  used by those r a is in g  th is  o b jec tio n . One d o e sn 't  have to  f i t  the s te reo ty p e  to  be t h ^  homosexual.



(Yet to  a c e r ta in  ex te n t we must work w ith  the  o u ts id e  w o rld 's  d e f in i t io n  o f the homosexual.) The German Jews were th e  most a s s im ila te d , o ften  no t knowing Y idd ish , o f te n  n o t r e l ig io u s ,  o ften  converted to  C h r is t ia n i ty .  S t i l l  they  were ex term inated . S im ila rly , too o ften  the one who s u f fe r s  from p e rse c u tio n  of homosexuals Is  the re sp ec tab le  m arried  man, l ik e  Je n k in s , who makes a s in g le  s l i p .  No one try in g  to  defend Jenk ins (and th e re  were few who d id , to  our e te r n a l  shame) no ted  th a t  he 
w asn 't th a t  homosexual,
2. "I d o n 't  want to be a member o f a homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n ."  My f u l l  sym pathies. N eith er do I .  But I  do be lon g . J u s t  as I belong to  the UJA, to  the NAACP. Being In  the Z io n is t  move­
ment, l ik e  being In  the homophlle movement, was to  some ex ten t a burden to  me. I t  I s  a t r i a l  to  pay dues, to  a tte n d  m eetings, to  hear le c tu r e s ,  and - most o f a l l  - to  have to  d ea l w ith  so many people and w ith  th e i r  many, many f a u l t s .  ( S t .  T heresa, the Jewess of A v ila , sa id  th a t  people were a g re a t t r i a l  to h e r. That was the l 6th  cen tu ry , and people a re  s t i l l  a g re a t 
t r i a l . )  But d o n 't  you want the homophlle movement to  e x is t?  D on 't you want to  see some o rg an iza tio n  re p re se n t homosexuals, s tand  up fo r  th e i r  r ig h ts ?
F ig h tin g  though I  was fo r  the s ta te  o f  I s r e a l ,  I  was s t i l l  - 
and an s t i l l  - a confirmed I n te r n a t io n a l i s t .  But to  a r r iv e  a t  th a t  p lace  in  h is to r y ,  these  In te rm ed ia te  s tep s  are  n ecessa ry . I t  Is  no t a c e r ta in  good - an ab so lu te  good - th a t  th e re  be a s ta t e  o f I s r e a l .  w ith b o rd e rs , army, ta x e s , m in is t r ie s .  But u n t i l  th e re  are  no French, German, R ussian , American n a t io n a l­i t i e s ,  I  th ink  I t  unwise to  e lim in a te  the Jew ish n a t io n a l i ty ,  
which a l l  these n a tio n s  have a t  tim es acknowledged (b e fo re  I t s  o f f i c i a l  c rea tio n )  by d isc rim in a tin g  a g a in s t I t .
The qu estio n  you must ask y o u rse lf  I s  not w hether you " lik e "  to  jo in  or a t  l e a s t  support a homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n  (o r  a c i v i l  r ig h ts  o rg a n iz a t io n ) , bu t whether I t  i s  needed. And the homophlle movement i s  needed, as I s r e a l  I s  needed, a t  th is  p o in t In  h is to r y .
3. "Your homophlle o rg an iza tio n s  make our s i tu a t io n  w o rs e . . . .  D isc re tio n  i s  the password. You are  being  o f fe n s iv e . You are p u tt in g  homosexuals in  a g h e tto ."  Here again  we a re  d ea lin g  o f te n  w ith homosexual f e a r  and s e l f -h a tr e d  and s e l f - r e j e c t io n .
This very word - GHETTO - has been used to  me by homosexuals o u ts id e  the movement. The homosexual who says th i s  has a c ­cepted  the negative  p ic tu re  of the homosexual drawn by the o u ts id e  w orld. And, ju s t  as the American Jew may Imagine a n a tio n  o f candy s to re  keepers w ith  Y iddish accen ts  and s k u l l ­
caps, so the "a ss im ila ted "  homosexual, from h is  tro g lo d y te  p e rsp e c tiv e , may Imagine an assem bly o f campy b a l l e t  dancers and h a i r  d re s s e rs .
There I s  a lread y  something o f a g h e tto  p a t te r n  fo r  hom osexuals, because o f the p re ssu re s  p u t on them to  confine  them selves to c e r ta in  vocations where they  are  "expected" and to  I s o la te  them selves.

But the aim of the  homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s , l ik e  th a t  o f the NAACP, the UJA, I s  no t fo r  fu r th e r  g h e tto lz a t lo n  bu t fo r  
in te g r a t io n . fo r  e q u a li ty .
However, th e re  i s  a ra d ic a l  d iffe ren ce  between the s i tu a t io n  o f the  homosexual and th a t  of the Negro and Jew In r e la t io n  to  th e i r  o rg a n iz a tio n s . The Negro can ra re ly  "p a s s . ' The Jew might be ab le  to , bu t he I s  under many p re s su re s , e sp e c ia lly  fam ily  upbring ing  and sometimes fam ily p resence , n o t to . The homosexual, on the o th e r hand, can u su a lly  "pass e a s i ly  and does no t have the fam ily p ressu re  as an inducement to  declare  h im se lf. I f  any th ing , th e re  I s  ano ther p re ssu re , to  pass 
fo r  the sake of fam ily appearances.
Thus the in d iv id u a l homosexual may claim  th a t  membership In  a homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n , ra th e r  than enab ling  him to  norm alize h is  s i tu a t io n ,  might endanger the a s s im ila tio n , the e q u a li ty  
he can achieve w ith Ju s t a b i t  o f "d isc re tio n "  and s ile n c e . This argument has a c e r ta in  cogency. I t s  l im ita t io n  Is  th a t  
I t  I s  a so lu tio n  fo r the In d iv id u a l homosexual.
I t  I s  the  " so lu tio n "  ( o r ,  to  be c h a r i ta b le , the "path") taken by the  average homosexual, e s p e c ia lly  the one ou tside  a c i t y ,  or who Is  n o t In  touch w ith the gay community. And th is  
I s  not a s o lu t io n , a p a th , which Is  to  be avoided. For c e r ­ta in  peo p le . In  p o s itio n s  In the government, in  scho o ls, th e re  
may be no choice bu t secrecy a t  th is  tim e.
But the p r ic e  can be a t e r r i b l e  one. I t  I s ,  as I  have sa id , an In d iv id u a l so lu tio n . O ften , too o f te n , I t  r e s u l t s  in  an 
is o la t io n  fo r  the  In d iv id u a l, sometimes a world of p a th e tic  fu r t iv e  s e x u a lity  o r p u b lic  la v a to ry  sex - sham eful, Inade- quate r id ic u lo u s ,  dangerous. Even when the hidden homosexual has a ’m ate, the union s t i l l  has a p e c u lia r  i s o la te  c h a ra c te r , 
being s e c r e t ,  d isg u ised . Thus the homosexual who passes Is  o ften  In a gh etto  composed o f one person , sometimes o f two.An In d iv id u a l so lu tio n  perhaps, bu t h a rd ly  a permanent one, o 
a good one.
Those of us who a re  a c tiv e  In the homophlle movement fe e l  o u r­se lv es  working fo r  those o u ts id e  and f e a r fu l  o f jo in in g . We are  working fo r  a day when our o rg an iza tio n s  w ill  be sp o n g  enough, a c tiv e  enough, to  p ro te c t the r ig h ts  of those in  pu - 
11c employment (such as te a c h e rs ) . In  the armed s e rv ic e s . In 
government. The homosexual who Is  accepted as a homosexual w i ll  be a f u l l e r ,  b e t te r  person than the fu r t iv e  im ita tio n -  h e te ro sex u a l who has found h is  in d iv id u a l s o lu tio n .
The aim of the  homophlle o rg an iza tio n s  i s  no t to  draw a sm all 
c i r c le  and p lace  the homosexual w ith in  i t .  The very ^em  "homosexual" (on ly  68 years old I f  we are  to  b e liev e  the Ox f S r i n g U s h  D lc tlo n a r i)  may no t be used w ith  such frequency 
in  the L arger S o c ie ty  which we a re  working to  c re a te , we arg. J^awlng a f i r c l e  - bu t a LARGE c i r c l e ,  to  draw the la rg e  s o c i­
e ty  o f which we are  a p a r t ,  in .  We are  ask ing  to  be This acceptance which the homosexual m in o rity  needs, wants, can only be g o tten  when i t  i s  asked fo r  - i f  need be , DEMO STRATED fo r  through groups l ik e  ECHO and th e i r  p ic k e t l in e s .



The drive to  e lim in a te  d isc rim in a tio n  a g a in s t homosexuals (sex fascism ) I s  a d i r e c t  p a r a l l e l  to  the d riv e  to  e lim in a te  d i s ­crim ina tio n  a g a in s t Negroes (race  fa sc ism ). These m in o rity  
movements a re  no t a ttem p ts to  overthrow the w hite ra c e , or to  d estro y  the in s t i t u t i o n  of the fam ily , bu t to  allow  a f u l l e r  growth of human p o te n t ia l ,  b reak ing  down the b a r r ie r s  a g a in s t a s trange  race o r s e x u a li ty . When the Negro, the Jew, the ho­
mosexual, I s  known and a neighbor, he w i l l  cease to  be a bogey.
We are  working towards th a t  world in  which th e re  w i l l  be r e s ­pec t fo r , enjoyment o f , the  d iffe re n c e s  in  n a t io n a l i ty ,  ra c e , s e x u a li ty , when the homosexual Impulse i s  seen as p a r t  o f  the continuum of love which leads some persons to  be husbands and 
w ives, o thers  to  be p a re n ts , o th e rs  to  be lo v e rs  o f th e i r  f e l ­low men and women, and s t i l l  o th e rs  to  be c e l ib a te  and devote 
them selves to  humanity o r d e i ty .
In  th a t  world th e re  w ill  a lso  be g re a te r  v a r ie ty .  Our s t r a t ­i f i e d  id eas of m ascu lin ity  and fem in in ity  w il l  long have been a l te r e d .  (Have you n o ticed  th a t  m en's g re e tin g  cards have e i th e r  a gun and m allard  ducks, o r a f is h in g  rod and tro u t? )
I t  i s  th is  w orld, where the b a r r ie r s  o f n a t io n , sex , race  have 
been broken, th is  la r g e r ,  no n -gh etto lzed  w orld, th a t  m in o rity  groups are  o rgan iz ing  to  work tow ard. And i t  I s  th is  p ic tu re  o f the la r g e r  world of the fu tu re  th a t  we must ho ld  up when we are  accused , by the very  ex is ten ce  o f homophile o rg an iza tio n s  a t  th i s  p o in t in  h is to ry , o f wanting to  g h e tto iz e  homosexuals.
"Knock, and I t  s h a l l  be opened unto y o u ."

Emily white w itch o f AmherstThe shy white w itch o f Amherst K ille d  her teach ers  w ith  her love I ' l l  r a th e r  mine entomb my mindOr b e s t  th a t  s o f t  grey dove.
- E lls e  Cowen

There droops a s le e p in g  p r in c e ss  in  my h e a r t 
P a l l id  as l l l y - l l p s  upon a pond White as a wing of w in te r  in  the dawn She w aits
Too In  th is  chamber dw ells the  p r in c e  (dw ell I) He Is  as b e a u ti fu l  as I  can b ea r 
Being the core o f dream w ith in  h e r dream I  w a it.

- B lanche Small

RED OWL 
L i t t l e  Owl,you have made my h ea rt 
your n e s t ;Red Owl,my love-w ise Owl,
I  w i l l  be in  sun -s tru ck  day 
when lovew ing -fo lded , r e s t s ,  or n ig h t ,  s to rm -b lack , 
your s tro n g , your roo ted  t r e e .
F ly  f a r ,bu t no t too f a r ;  your wings
u n d ip p e d ,might l i f t  you,w aft youto  the frozen  moon.But know: sky-windsare  mean, a re  Ic y - llp p e d . 
Red Owl, my l i t t l e  Owl, i t ' s  warm a t  home.

- E lsa  Gldlow REPRISAL
I f  a s t r a n g e r 's  
Asked to  share In  the f i r e  At my h ea r th . Jealousy My motive b e --  Not warmth'.

- E liz a b e th  Tudor
INELEGANCE

Why cannot I  s in g  thee th is  song?I t  runs I t s  course w ith in  my so u l;Hour by hour i t  drops in to  soundless w astes.
Running mad through a l l  the cavernsWhere the s t i l l  pools lay  so long in  s ile n c e .The b lackness tu rn s  to  c r y s ta l l in e .I t s  m irro red  calm now sh a tte re d  in to  m ir l i to n s . Dancing l ig h ts  ca tch  f i r e  from each to  each.Sending a r in g in g  dance around, and up, and o u t.But when the bubbling la u g h te r  o f i t s  harmonyComes c lo se  upon my tongue. I t  f a l t e r s  in to  prosody.
And marches outIn  rhyming coup le tsB est designed fo r  wrapping f i s h  in .

- Hyrum Pox



Songs of Bilitîs
E d i to r 's  no te : To commemorate the te n th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f theDaughters o f B i l l t i s ,  which was founded In  1955, we a re  here 
re p r in t in g  fiv e  of P ie r re  L ouys's "Songs o f B i l l t i s . "  These are  from the tr a n s la t io n  by M itch e ll S. Buck In  THE COLLECTED WORKS OP PIERRE LOUYS (New York, L lv e r ig h t , 1926).
Our cover photo th is  month (by Werner Neum elster) was taken a t the S p o le to , I t a l y  prem iere o f  John B u t le r 's  b a l l e t  "Les Chan­
sons de B i l l t i s "  ("Songs o f B i l l t i s " ) ,  s e t  to  D ebussy 's m usic. The dancers a re  Vera Zorina and Carmen de L av a llad e . We are  
g ra te fu l  to  Mr. B u tle r  fo r  the  photo and perm ission  to  use i t .
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LIVThe P ast Which Survives
I  w i ll  leave the bed as she has l e f t  I t ,  unmade and rum pled, the covers tan g led , so th a t  the form o f h er body may remain Impressed beside  mine.
U n til tomorrow, I  w i ll  not go to  the b a th , I  w i l l  n o t wear any 
garm ents, I  w i ll  not comb my h a i r ,  fo r  f e a r  l e s t  I  e ffa c e  her c a re s se s .
This m orning, I  w i ll  no t e a t ,  nor th i s  evening; and upon my 
l ip s  I  w i ll  p lace  n e i th e r  rouge nor powder. In  o rd e r th a t  her k is s  may rem ain.
I  w ill  leave the s h u tte r s  c losed and I  w i l l  no t open the door, fo r  fe a r  l e s t  the remembrance which she has l e f t  m ight f ly  out upon the wind.

LXIV
The S leep er

She s leep s  In her unbound h a i r ,  her hands Jo ined  behind her neck. Does she dream? Her mouth i s  open; she b rea th e s  g en tly .
With a b i t  o f white swan's-down, I  wipe away th e  p e r s p i ra t io n  o f h e r arms, the fev e r o f h e r cheeks, bu t w ithou t awakening h e r . Her c lo sed  e y e lid s  are  two blue flow ers.
Very s o f t l y ,  I  w i ll  a r i s e ;  I  w i l l  go draw w a te r, m ilk the  cow and ask f i r e  o f the neighbors. I  would a rran ge  my h a i r  and d re ss  before  she opens her eyes.
S leep , dw ell fo r  long between h e r  f a i r ,  curved e y e l id s , and con tinue the  happy n ig h t w ith  a dream o f good augury,

LXITendernesses
Close th in e  arms, g e n tly , l ik e  a g ird le  about me. 0 touch, touch my sk in  thus'. N either w ater nor the breeze o f noontide are  so s o f t  as thy  hand.
Today, ch e r ish  me, l i t t l e  s i s t e r ;  i t  i s  thy  tu rn . Remember thou the ten dernesses which I  tau gh t thee In  the n ig h t p a s t ,  and kn ee l thou near me, s i l e n t l y ,  fo r  I  am weary.
Thy l ip s  descend upon my l i p s .  A ll th in e  unbound h a i r  follows 
them l ik e  a ca ress  a f t e r  a k i s s .  I t  g lid e s  over my l e f t  
b r e a s t ,  i t  h ides th in e  eyes from me.
Give me thy hand; i t  Is  h o t. P ress mine; hold i t  always.Hands b e t t e r  than mouths u n ite ,  and th e i r  passion  i s  equaled 
by no th ing .

LXIXWords In the Night
We r e s t ,  our eyes c lo sed ; the s ile n c e  Is  deep about our couch. In e f fa b le  n ig h ts  o f summer'. But she , b e lie v in g  me a s le e p , 
lay s her warm hand upon my arm.
She murmurs: " B i l l t i s ,  thou s le e p e s t? "  My h e a rt th ro b s , b u t,
w ithout resp on se , I  re sp ire  re g u la r ly  lik e  a woman couched in  
dreams. Then she beg ins to  speak:
"Because thou h e a re s t me n o t ,"  she says, "Ah'. How I  love th e e ."  And she rep ea ts  my name: " B i l l t i s . . . B i l l t i s , . . .  And
she touches me w ith  the t ip s  o f her trem bling f in g e rs ,
" I t  I s  m ine, th is  mouth'. Mine alone'. I s  th e re  ano ther so b e a u ti fu l  in  the world? Ah'. My happiness, my happiness.
Mine are  these  naked arms, th is  neck, th is  h a i r . . , .

LXXVIEvening Near the F ire
The w in te r  i s  ha rd , M nasldlka, A ll I s  frozen except our bed. But a r i s e  and come w ith  me, fo r  I  have l i t  a g re a t f i r e  with 
dead branches and broken wood.
We w il l  warm o u rse lv e s , crouching q u ite  naked, our h a ir  over our b ack s , and we w il l  drink  m ilk from the same cup and we 
w ill  e a t cakes w ith  honey.
How gay and no isy  the  flame is !  Are thou not too near? Thy sk in  reddens. Let me k i s s  I t  wherever the f i r e  has burned I t .
Amidst the a rd en t f ire b ra n d s , I  w i ll  hea t the iro n  and I  w i ll  d ress  thy  h a i r  h e re , w ith  a dead ember I  w i ll  w rite  thy  name 
upon thè w a ll.



Cross-Curren ts
Do many Americans b e liev e  th a t  homosexuals a re  harm ful to  the American way of l i f e ?  U nfo rtun ate ly  a b ig  m a jo r ity  do, I f  we 
are  to  b e liev e  the H arris  Survey pu b lished  In  th e  Washington P ost on September 27, 70% o f those p o lle d  s a id  they th in k
homosexuals a re  more harm ful than h e lp fu l to  the n a t io n , while only 1% th in k  the re v e rse . The o th e r  29% f e e l  th a t  homosex­u a ls  d o n 't  help o r harm th in g s  much one way o r an o th e r.
In  th is  survey to  determ ine how much to le ra n c e  th e re  I s  fo r  dev ian t view points and beh av io r, homosexuals were l i s t e d  along 
w ith o th e r  non-conform ists such as c i v i l  r ig h ts  dem o nstra to rs , people who d o n 't  b e liev e  In Ood, young men w ith  beards and long h a i r ,  and co lleg e  p ro fe s so rs  a c tiv e  in  unpopular causes - a l l  o f  which types ra te d  d isapp rov a l from a m a jo r ity  o f those 
p o lle d . P o l l s te r  Louis H arris  w r ite s :  "As could be expected ,an overwhelming m a jo rity  o f Americans regard  Communists, homo­sex u a ls , and p r o s t i tu te s  as harm ful to  the N ation , although  th ree  out of every  ten  Americans th ink  homosexuals and p r o s t i ­tu te s  are  n o t a m a tte r  o f se rio u s  concern. . , .E lghty-tw o p e r cen t o f the men th in k  homosexuals a re  harm ful to  the N ation while only 58 p e r  cent o f the women th in k  s o ."

B o sto n 's  Beacon H ill  (w here. I t  used to  be c laim ed, "the Low- e l l s  speak only to  the  C abots, and the Cabots speak only to  God ) now has a monthly new ssheet. The September Beacon H ill News p u b lish ed , among se v e ra l l e t t e r s - t o - t h e - e d i t o r  regard in g  problems on the H i l l ,  th i s  ne igh borly  op in ion : "The only peo­p le  I  would con sid er as being so -c a lle d  u n d es irab le  elem ents 
are  the Immature s e t ' . . .  The so -c a lle d  o d d -b a lls , b e a tn ik s , and homosexuals give the H ill  the charm I t  has today , along w ith  the e ld e r ly  la d le s  and gentlemen who have been l iv in g  In  th is  a rea  fo r  so long .
I t  i s  amazing how the r ic h ,  poor, the young, o ld , the  s tu -  d e n ts , b e a tn ik s , and homosexuals can be so com patible w ith in  th i s  l i t t l e  community In  the h e a r t o f Boston. E lim in a te  the Immature, who are  Included In a l l  ty p e s , and you have the  most p re Ju d lc e -fre e  community, where everyone minds M s own b u s i­ness and l iv e s  s id e  by side  In  alm ost complete harmony. This 

i s  an e x ^ p le  o f the way a l l  communities should be in  America. This i s  Beacon H i l l .  This I s  A m erica."

At an au c tio n  In  London In Ju ly , rep o rted  the New York Times ( Ju ly  8, 1965) ,  a l e t t e r  from George Bernard Shaw on the sub-
ie c t o f forming a trad e  union fo r  p r o s t i tu te s ,  was so ld  fo r  108.00. In  the l e t t e r ,  w r it te n  to  a c tre ss -p ro d u ce r  F lorence P a rr  In  1907, Shaw sa id  th a t the u n io n 's  se c re ta ry  should be "a very  e n e rg e tic , m uscular and v io le n t woman, w ith  the devo­tio n  o f a s a in t  and the a r b i t r a r in e s s  and executive  power of 
a p r iz e - f ig h te r  (because of the hypocrisy o f those s o c ia l ly  powerful people who denounce p r o s t i tu te s  while going to  them).

E nforcing  the s o c ia l  I n s t i tu t io n  of m arriage has I t s  drawbacks which a re  more re a d ily  seen when viewed In  ano ther c u ltu re  vihere the p re ssu re s  take an extreme form. A R euters d ispa tch  from A lg e ria  rep o rted  th a t  g i r l s  are  p ro te s tin g  the t r a d i t io n ­a l  p ra c tic e  of m arriages being arranged by the p aren ts  w ithout the consent o f the young people. Many g i r l s  deeply re se n t being forced in to  lo v e le ss  m arriages and fe e l th a t  th is  custom exem p lifies  women's In e q u a lity  w ith  men In th e i r  country . The re p o r t no ted  th a t  during 1961J-, In  the c i ty  of A lg ie rs  a lo n e , 175 young women had attem p teddsu ic lde  because they, wereebeing 
forced In to  unwanted m arriag es. An unknown number of o th e r g i r l s  succeeded In k i l l i n g  them selves fo r the same reason .

" . . . I f  the r a t io n a l iz a t io n  fo r  hom osexuality Is  fa r - fe tc h e d , 
the trea tm en t a g a in s t I t  Is  alm ost In c re d ib le ,"  says THE REALIST a s a t i r e  magazine. In  i t s  October is su e . Under the h ead lin e  "The Ordeal of F aggo try ,"  e d i to r  Paul K rassner t e l l s  how a new m echan istic  trea tm en t developed by E ng lish  psycho l­o g is ts  i s  used to  reco n d itio n  homosexuals In to  h e te ro sex u a ls . In  th is  m ed iev a l-s ty le  " a v e rs io n - re l ie f  th e rap y ,"  the dev ia te  
has to  read out words re la te d  to  h is  unwanted behavior p a t te rn  as they a re  p ro je c te d  in  f ro n t of him. He Is  adm inistered  an e l e c t r i c  shock when he reads out - o r f a i l s  to  read out - a word l ik e  "sodomy," while he ge ts no shock ( r e l i e f )  fo r  a word l ik e  "h e te ro se x u a l."  K rassner re p o r ts  the success of th is  way o f changing unpopular k inds o f behavior such as hom osexuality and tran sv e s tism . His punch l in e  n e a tly  s h i f t s  the^ frame of re fe re n c e : "All r ig h t ,  Lyndon, now say e s c a la t io n  -----

A fte r  s e v e ra l years of G arbo-lsh sec lu s io n , the young French h lg h -fash io n  d esig n e r Yves S t, Laurent has come out In to  n ig h t l i f e  and has been tra v e lin g  to  S alzburg , V enice, and New 
York, and doing the Watusl and the Prug. He Is  co n s tan tly  p a r t  of a fdursome made up of h is  f rien d  P ie rre  Berge and two 
g i r l s ,  C lara  S a in t and M arle lle  de L esseps, both under 25.The g i r l s  a re  c re d ite d  w ith  he lp in g  Yves become "dechaine and "Jeune" In  h is  d ress d esign s, which used to  be very s ta id .
Women's Wear D ally  d escrib es the lo ve ly  f l a t  the two g l r ^  
share  In  th e  rue de R lv o l l ,  overlooking Les T u l le r ie s . The g i r l s  are  "Insep arab le  f r ie n d s ,"  WWD re p o r ts .  "They could be s i s t e r s :  Same th in ,  feminine s i lh o u e t te ,  same c o if fu re , same



l ig h t  In  t h e i r  ey es. They th in k  In  the sane d i r e c t io n .  One can fe e l  a g re a t com p lic ity  running between the tw o." The photograph accompanying the a r t i c l e  shows th en  s i t t i n g  c lo se  to  each o th e r . The g i r l s  "read P ro u s t, l i s t e n  to  S t r a u s s 's  Salome o r the B e a tle s , w ith  the  same en thusiasm . They spend a n ig h t a t  Regine (pop u lar P a r is ia n  d isco theque) w ith ou t any a r t i f i c i a l  help l ik e  w h isk y ...an d  en joy  them selves as w e l l ."
"They are  's a in e s ' (h ea lth y ) and r ig h t  and, u n fo rtu n a te ly , r a r e ,"  concludes the re p o r te r .

The R elig iou s A ffa irs  Committee o f  the New York C hapter of DOB now has an Advisory Board o f fo u r p ro fe s s io n a ls  Involved In 
church work, m ostly a d m in is tra tiv e  o r e d u c a tio n a l. They and the DOB members w ill  work to  draw In  o th e rs  from th e  r e lig io u s  community, e s p e c ia lly  p a s to ra l  clergymen - and In c lu d in g , I t  i s  hoped, r e p re se n ta t iv e s  o f a l l  the m ajor f a i th s  - In  o rder to  ex p la in  to  them some o f the problems homosexuals face  and e n l i s t  t h e i r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  DOB's e f f o r t s  to  so lve them.The committee chairman sa id  th a t  so f a r ,  "the main d e s ire  on both s id e s , I n te r e s t in g ly  enough, seems to  be fo r  accep tan ce ."  
She added th a t  In  the f i r s t  m eeting w ith the A dvisory Board, the DOB members got an op p o rtu n ity  to  c o r re c t the m isconcep­
tio n  th a t  p ed e ras ty  and hom osexuality a re  synonymous o r th a t  th e re  i s  any h igh c o r re la t io n  between the  two.

In  h is  new book THE BETTER HALF (H arper and Row), a h i s to r y  of the American fem in is t movement, Andrew S in c la i r  n o tes  th a t  
Susan B. Anthony, a g re a t le ad e r  In  the movement, c a lle d  her companion Anna Dickinson "Dicky D arlin g  Anna" and "Dear Chick a dee d ee ,"  and asked Anna to  promise "not to  marry a man. "( In  G ertrude S te in 's  g re a t opera , "The Mother of Us A l l ,"  In which Susan B, I s  the c e n tra l  f ig u re , the r e la t io n s h ip  between Susan and Anna Is  a c le a r  r e f le c t io n  o f the  S te in -T o k las  one.)

"The H e re tic s"  i s  the t i t l e  of a p la tfo rm -fo r-u n co n v en tlo n a l-  Ideas s p i e s  launched by the weekly ta b lo id  N atio nal In s id e r .  Oct. 1 7 's " h e re tic "  tu rn s out to  be none o th e r  than  R ichard Inman, p re s id e n t o f  the M attachine S o c ie ty  o f  F lo r id a  (P . 0. Box 301, Miami, F lo r id a , 33101). Mr, Inman has a p rov ocative  message fo r  th a t  subway s trap -h an g er read e r as he t e l l s  In  s p e c if ic  terms about the homophlle movement In  the  U. S . ,  why i t  i s  needed, what I t  does. He says th a t  " I t  I s  In  every  r e s ­p ec t a p p t  o f th a t  which has become known as the  c i v i l  r ig h ts  movement and th a t  " i f  the r ig h ts  o f homosexuals a re  Ignored , i t  w i l l  become necessary  fo r  homosexuals to  develop e f fe c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  o rg a n iz a tio n s ,"

SEND CURRENT NEWS

lì.

w h o  i s  a  
H O M O S E X U A L ?

L ecture d e liv e re d  by Dr. C. A. Tripp a t  the Continuing Educa­tio n  In Medicine Symposium, U n iv ersity  of C a lifo rn ia  Medical C en ter, in  March I965. Basic m a te r ia l ab s tra c te d  from f o r th ­coming book on male and female hom osexuality by C. A, T ripp , 
Ph. D ,, and Lewis Coopersmlth

The answer to  the q u es tio n , "Who Is  a homosexual?", depends somewhat on who i s  ask ing  and who Is  choosing to  say.
Before the advent of the Kinsey Research, the whole question  was extrem ely  easy . I t  was always a person who chose to  make h is  or h e r sexual co n tac ts  w ith members of the same sex. And th e re  were few such persons.
Not only t h a t .  I t  v;as a lso  Implied th a t  such a person must be su f fe r in g  from some s o r t  o f n e u ro s is , or a t  the very le a s t ,  th a t  such a person had become "fixed" a t  some so -c a lle d  imma­tu re  le v e l o f development.
Now along  w ith  th is  assum ption, sev e ra l o ther Ideas p re v a ile d . There was the  Idea th a t  under normal co n d itio n s , heterosexu­a l i t y  would be the spontaneous r e s u l t  of a hea lth y  environment - th a t  homosexual experim ents might be par fo r  the course a t  very  young ag es , bu t no t a t  l a t e r  ages.
There was a lso  the Idea th a t  the s e le c tio n  of a sexual p a r tn e r  of o n e 's  own sex was a k ind o f choice by d e fa u lt - a second- 
b e s t bargain  a f t e r  a f ra c tu re d  h e te ro se x u a lity , or the r e s u l t  o f  some o th e r  b iz a r re  e tio lo g y . Consequently, hom osexuality was seen as ra re  - an e n t i ty  or th in g  In  sharp c o n tra s t to  the h e te ro sex u a l norm. The homosexual was someone very s p e c if ic ,  and out o f  the o rd in ary .
The very  f i r s t  data  supplied  by the Kinsey Research challenged a l l  o f  th e se  id e a s . In  the f i r s t  p la c e , the sheer frequency of sexual v a r ia t io n s  thought to  be ra re  threw g re a t doubt upon the s t a b i l i t y  and d ep en d ab ility  of he terosexual development.
S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  hom osexuality was shown to  be very commonplace, no t only In  childhood , bu t a t  every age, a t  every so c ia l  le v e l ,  among persons In  each and every p ro fess io n  - In b ig  c i t i e s ,  in  
sm all towns, and in  ru ra l  communities.
Such f in d in g s  would have been su rp r is in g  enough had they mere­ly  shown th a t  some U p e r  cent of m ales, and about a th ird  th is  many fem ales , tu rn  out to  be ex c lu s iv e ly  homosexual during th e i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s .  But the  data go fu r th e r .  They in d ic a te



th a t  more than tw ice th is  many persons - some 10 p e r  cen t o f the  whole male po p u la tio n  i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  homosexual fo r  a t  
l e a s t  3 y e a rs , and th a t  no t le s s  than 1/4- of a l l  males have 
more than In c id e n ta l  homosexual p ra c tic e  fo r  such a p e r io d .
Another way of looking a t  the Issu e  I s  in  terms o f  p e o p le 's  sexual responses - I r re s p e c tiv e  o f the degree to  which they  
choose to  c a rry  these  responses in to  a c tio n . Viewed from th is  an g le , about 1/2 o f the male po p u la tio n  has some homosexual resp o n se , although  a p o rtio n  o f these  males never c a r ry  th e i r  a ro u sa l in to  ov ert p r a c t ic e .  However, l / 3  o f American males 
do have some o v ert homosexual ex p erience .
Now I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  w ith in  the 1/2 o f males who do have some sexual response to  members of th e i r  own sex , th e re  a re  g rea t v a r ia t io n s  In  the  s ig n if ic a n c e  which th is  has fo r  them - w hether th is  s ig n if ic a n c e  a r is e s  from p r a c t ic e ,  or p u re ly  from fa n ta sy . In  terms o f p r a c t ic e ,  these  In d iv id u a ls  vary  a l l  the 
way from those  who are  e n t i r e ly  homosexual, to  those whose c o n tac ts  a re  very In freq u en t, Between th ese  two extrem es are  persons who vary through every shading from p r im a r ily  homosex­u a l to  p r im a r ily  h e te ro sex u a l.
However, the ex te n t o f a p e rso n 's  sexual p ra c t ic e  does no t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  p a r a l l e l  the em otional Importance which th a t  p ra c ­t i c e  may have fo r  the in d iv id u a l. The person whose homosexual c o n tac ts  a re  in freq u en t may derive  more psy cho log ica l s a t i s ­fa c tio n  from them than the In d iv id u a l w ith  very  many such con­t a c t s .  P a r t i a l  hom osexuality may be m erely casu a l to  a person - or i t  may be c ru c ia l  to  him. And two in d iv id u a ls  w ith  the 
same frequency of homosexual co n tac ts  may d eriv e  very  d i f f e r ­en t le v e ls  o f meaning from such exp erience .
The s i tu a t io n  i s  c le a r ly  p a r a l l e l  to  the v a r ie t ie s  of e x p e r i­ence seen In h e te ro se x u a lity  - where people do what they  do fo r  very d i f f e r e n t  reasons and w ith  very d i f f e r e n t  k inds o f reward which have l i t t l e  to  do w ith the o v e rt frequency of sexual ex p re ss io n . Although th e re  a re  many In d iv id u a ls  who 
can be c a lle d  h e te ro se x u a ls , and o th e rs  who can be c a lle d  ho­m osexuals, la rg e ly  because the p a r t i c u la r  c a te g o r ie s  o f sexual p ra c t ic e  a re  c le a r ly  predom inant. I t  should be remembered th a t  th e re  a re  m ill io n s  o f Americans whose sex l iv e s  sim ply do no t f i t  n e a t ly  In to  e i th e r  s in g le  ca teg o ry . In  f a c t ,  the m a jo rity  of a l l  persons who engage in  any homosexual p ra c t ic e  w hatso­
ever a re  p r im a r ily  he te ro sexu a l In  terms o f t h e i r  t o t a l  sexual beh av io r.
At th is  p o in t ,  I  should l ik e  to  take up the q u es tio n  o f what l i e s  behind sexual choices and sexual re a c tio n s  o f any k ind  - fo r  i t  i s  in  such un derly ing  concepts th a t  the key to  any u se ­fu l  a t t i tu d e s  may be found. I t  I s  d e f in i te ly  tru e  th a t  most anim als and most humans p re fe r  he te ro sexu a l c o itu s  to  any o th ­e r  form o f sexual ex p ress io n . This I s  c e r ta in ly  no t because o f the  e x is ten c e  o f some so -c a lle d  in s t i n c t .  Nor can a g en er­a l  p la n fu ln e ss  of n a tu re  be c ite d  w ithout encompassing e r ro rs  
th a t  have a d i s t in c t ly  19th  cen tu ry  r in g . But I  s h a l l  avoid the tem p ta tion  a t  th is  p o in t o f exp lo rin g  the f a s c in a t in g  su b je c t o f what has become of the whole purposive concept of

sex , o r o f what has happened to  the Darvjinlan concept of adap­ta t io n ,  and o th e r  an tiq ue  no tions o f what used to  be c a lle d  in s t in c t s  befo re  the  development of modem bio logy .
In s te a d , I  s h a l l  assume th a t  you e i th e r  a lread y  know something of th is  m a te r ia l ,  o r th a t  a few observations and conclusions w il l  s u f f ic e  h e re .
Among anim als much lower on the ev o lu tio n a l sca le  than man, the vihole process of mate se le c t io n  Is  under r e la t iv e ly  t ig h t  p h y sio lo g ic  c o n tro l. For In s tan ce , sp e c if ic  scen t glands emit odors th a t  a re  e x c ita to ry  to  the opposite  sex , o r In te rn a l s e c re tio n s  o f  o th e r  s o r ts  may s tim u la te  muscle groups, or may s tim u la te  s t i l l  o th e r p a r ts  o f the neuro logic s u b s tr a te . In ways which lead  to  behavior th a t  appears h igh ly  d ire c t io n a l in  c h a ra c te r . So profound are  these  e f fe c ts  th a t  in d iv id u a l lower mammals, ra is e d  In  to ta l  I s o la t io n  and then l a t e r  placed w ith  re c e p tiv e  m ates. Immediately have what might be c a lled  the "know-how" to  proceed w ith  f a u l t le s s  sexual perform ances. However, as we ascend the ev o lu tio n ary  s c a le , behavior th a t had appeared to  be autom atic and d ire c t io n a l e i th e r  d isap p ea rs , or begins to  lo se  I t s  o rd e r ly  s p e c i f i c i ty .  By the time we reach  the p rim a te s , in d iv id u a ls  ra ise d  In I so la t io n  may show 
In s ta n t  a ro u sa l when stim u la ted  by ano ther anim al, bu t may r e ­qu ire  months or even years o f t r i a l  and e r ro r  before le a rn in g  e x a c tly  what f i t s  where, and Ju s t how to proceed sex u a lly .
A c e n t r a l ly  Im portant ev o lu tio n a l change in  a l l  th is  i s  th a t the  c e re b ra l co rtex  - so necessary  to  le a rn in g  and co n d itio n ­ing  p rocesses - has been slow ly In c reasin g  In s iz e  and In I t s  r a t io  to  the r e s t  of the b ra in . I t  comprises about 25 per 
cent o f the b ra in  In lower mammals, more than 50 per cent of the b ra in  In  an th ro p o id s , and over 90 per cen t o f the volume o f the human b ra in .
Prom th i s  p o in t o f view. I t  i s  no t s u rp r is in g  th a t  main not only can le a rn  as much as he does, b u t th a t  lack ing  the t ig h t  
ph ysio lo g ic  c o n tro ls  th a t  are so apparen t In h is  lower r e l a ­t i v e s ,  he must le a in  a l l  of h is  beh av io ra l techniques in  th a t huge p e rio d  of time th a t  h is  m a tu rity  re q u ire s . Under a v a r ie ty  o f c ircum stances, he can lea rn  homosexual p references 
q u ite  as e a s i ly  as he te ro sexu a l ones.
Of co u rse , the p a r t i c u la r  c u ltu re  In which a man liv e s  takes over th e  m ajor Job o f d i re c t in g  and suggesting  h is  behavior.No doubt I t  I s  the e s s e n t ia l  na tu re  o f man's f l e x i b i l i t y  th a t perm its  h is  c u l tu re s  to  take the unending v a r ie ty  they  have assumed. And y e t th e re  are c e r ta in  n ea r u n lv e rsa ls : Sexuala c t i v i t y  between members o f the opposite  sex I s  g en e ra lly , but n o t alw ays, p re fe rre d  to  o th e r  sexual ex p ress io n s . H etero­s e x u a li ty  c e r ta in ly  seems the most workable, con sid erin g  the p h y s ica l s tru c tu re s  invo lved . Furtherm ore, some of the lo ud­e s t  p sy ch o lo g ica l c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f each sex tend to  be b e s t to le r a te d  a t  c lo se  range by In d iv id u a ls  who are d i f f e re n t  In t h e i r  b eh av io ra l em phasis. For In s ta n c e , in  man, as In  o ther an im als, the  p a r t i c u la r  kind of agg ressiveness d isplayed by males I s  g e n e ra lly  e a s ie r  fo r  females than fo r  o th e r males to  to le r a te .  And when females r e je c t  a sexual approach, th e i r



ways o f  doing so tend to  be le s s  h o s t i le  and r e t a l i a to r y  than the k inds o f  re b u ffs  th a t  males tend to  use . A ll of t h i s ,  and 
much more, seems to  have led  to  a p refe ren ce  fo r  h e te ro se x u a l­i t y  by th e  m a jo rity  o f persons In  each c u l tu re . And th e re  i s  n o th in g  so p a t te r n - s e t t in g  as the p re ssu re  o f group mores.
At any r a t e ,  s in ce  a c u ltu re  l ik e  our own c le a r ly  e x p e c ts , ad ­v e r t i s e s  and approves only o f sexual p ra c t ic e s  between members o f  op p o site  sex , where does a l l  th a t  hom osexuality come from? Why d o e s n 't  the c u l tu ra l  co n d itio n in g  work b e t t e r  than i t  does? And when the h e te ro sex u a l co n d itio n in g  does work, why Is  the lu re  o f  hom osexuality s t i l l  o ften  very robust?  I  a s ­sure  you th a t  you w ill  no t find  the answers to  th ese  qu estio n s  very s a t i s f a c to r i l y  s e t  fo r th  In  th e o r ie s  o f  psychosexual mix- 
up, nor In  th e o r ie s  th a t  describ e  hom osexuality as some s ic k ­n e ss . Such th e o r ie s  assume th a t  human h e te ro s e x u a li ty  I s  un­d e r a s p e c if ic  d i re c t io n a l  c o n tro l. In  r e a l i t y ,  such c o n tro ls  a re  sim ply lack in g  In  the human sp e c ie s .
Dr. K insey used to  say th a t  in  the search  fo r  the sources of any sexual ex p ress io n , one shows h is  m a tu rity  by reco g n iz in g  a g re a t  v a r ie ty  o f o r ig in s  and c o n tr ib u tin g  fa c to rs  to  any s in g le  p iece  o f behav io r, I  d o n 't  know about the  m a tu rity , bu t I  should l ik e  to  c a l l  your a t te n t io n  to  a few of the f a c ­
to rs  which appear w ith sp e c ia l frequency In the h i s to r ie s  o f in d iv id u a ls  vihose sexual co n d itio n in g  has tu rned  out to  be som ething o th e r  than in  p e r f e c t  alignm ent w ith  our h e te ro se x ­u a l e x p e c ta tio n s .
F ar more than h a l f  o f the e n t i r e  Asierican p o p u la tio n , fo r  
In s ta n c e , has p re -p u b e rta l sex p lay , A la rg e  p o rtio n  o f th is  in c lu des sexual experim ents between members o f the same sex .A p o rtio n  o f th is  Involves elem ents of excitem ent o r  even of 
a f fe c t io n  which may give these  experiences a la s t in g  appeal In the sexual r e p e r to ire  of some in d iv id u a ls .
Sometimes e a r ly  sex experim ents between op posite  sexes prove 
u n s a t is f a c to ry , p a in fu l ly  em barrassing in  some way, o r  o th e r ­wise u n a tt ra c tiv e  - p lac in g  the fu tu re  o f h e te ro sex u a l appeal in  doub t, o r opening a door to  homosexual p ra c t ic e  th a t  may prove fa r  more rew arding. There a re  s t i l l  o th e r  ways in  which e a r ly  h e te ro sex u a l fe a rs  o r av ers io n s  d ise n fra n c h ise  the  ap ­p ea l of opposite  sexes and in c rease  the p o te n t ia l  appeal of members o f the same sex.
But befo re  we go too fa r  in  bearin g  down on v a rio u s  k in d s of fe a rs  which have, a f t e r  a l l ,  received  such overem phasis from the  F reu d ians, i t  i s  w ell to  remember th a t  a g re a t number o f p o s i t iv e  Inducements to  hom osexuality can occu r. For In s ta n c e , a g lo r i f ic a t io n  o f the values of m aleness, and exceed in g ly  high ex p ec ta tio n s  of m asculine powess which a boy may come to  expect of h im se lf - q u ite  w ithout any n eu ro s is  being  p re s e n t ,  by the way - can lead  to  an id e a l iz a t io n  of male c h a r a c te r i s ­
t i c s ,  a disparagem ent o f female v i r tu e s ,  o r b o th . E ro tic  fe e lin g s  can c e r ta in ly  develop around what I s  Id e a liz e d .
There are  a number of obvious p h y s ica l d isadvan tages which any p r im a r ily  h e tero sexu al person can see In  homosexual m atchings,

But i t  I s  le s s  o ften  re a liz e d  th a t  a number of d i s t in c t  advan­
tages op era te  in  hom osexuality to o . Some of these are h igh ly  f a c i l i t a t i n g  in  the  e a r ly  sexual h is to r ie s  of people. For In s ta n c e , members of the same sex in tu i t i v e ly  know what fe e ls  good and what d o e s n 't .  And on a psycho log ical le v e l ,  the shared in t e r e s t s  and easy rappo rt of members of the same sex can f a c i l i t a t e  c o m p a tib ili ty . F urthennore, the a s so c ia tio n  of opposite  sexes tends to  be chaperoned a t  e a r ly  ag e s , or c u r­t a i l e d  by a v a r ie ty  of o th e r fa c to rs  - while the most in tim ate  co n tac ts  between members o f the same sex are e a s i ly  made and are  n a iv e ly  thought to  be sex u a lly  b land .

As a m a tte r  of f a c t ,  ov ert homosexual co n tac ts  are  so frequen t befo re  and s h o r t ly  a f t e r  p u berty , th a t  the qu estio n  i s  no t how the homosexual co n d itio n in g  develops, bu t v;hy I t  d o esn 't develop even more o ften  than I t  does. The general answer, of 
cou rse , i s  th a t  vario us so c ia l p ressu res  and exp ecta tion s work toward the development of he tero sexu al standards and ta s t e s ,  and toward the e ra d ic a t io n  o f any and a l l  behavior which ap­pears c o n tra ry  to  the m ainstream . But th ere  i s  more to  I t  than th a t .
For any sexual experience to  become sharp ly  meaningful to  an in d iv id u a l, i t  must have the support of a personal value sy s­tem. Such a value system can develop in  e s s e n t ia l ly  two ways: E arly  sexual experiences can lead  to  a s e t  of values b u i l t  around v a rio u s  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  persons who have proved h ig h ly  rew arding se x u a lly . Or secondly, w ithout any e a r ly  sexual ex p erien ce , a personal value-system  can be b u i l t  up 
from the v a lu e -s tru c tu re  suggested by the cu ltu re  and by the in d iv id u a l 's  pe rso n a l needs. In  th a t  case , the expected h e t­
erosexu al behav io r w i l l  q u ite  smoothly and r e l ia b ly  develop - and w ill  be a d d it io n a lly  re in fo rced  and v a lid a ted  by g r a t i f y ­
ing  sexual ex p erien ces . But in c o n s is te n c ie s  and delays in  the u ltim a te  e s tab lish m en t o f he terosexual v a lu es , o r p ro te s ts  a g a in s t them, o r  the gen era tio n  of competing value systems - any and a l l  o f  these  can lead  to  the development o f in d iv id u ­
a l l y  d iscovered  a l te rn a t iv e s  such as hom osexuality. S p e c if i­c a l ly ,  th en , the b e s t evidence In d ic a te s  th a t  the  p a r t i a l  or even to t a l  co n d itio n in g  fo r  hom osexuality proceeds along e s s e n t ia l ly  the  same l in e s  as fo r  h e te ro se x u a lity  - th a t I s ,  w ith  the  development of a s e t  o f values th a t e i th e r  precedes o r follow s g ra t i fy in g  sexual experience.
Now th e re  a re  many In stan ces o f homosexual p ra c tic e  - p a r t i ­c u la r ly  the h ig h ly  m otivated  ones - th a t  a re  most accu ra te ly  described  by one o r more o f the fa c to rs  mentioned so f a r .  But th e re  are  many o th e r , more c a su a l. In stan ces in  which such f a c to r s ,  w hile no t c o n tra d ic te d , are  simply I r r e le v a n t .  There are  many In s tan ces  in  which in d iv id u a ls  go along v/lth homosex­u a l o p p o rtu n itie s  because o f immediate s tim u li th a t  may be p re se n t in  a s i tu a t io n .  They may find  excitem ent and g r a t i f i ­c a tio n  in  an o th e r p e rso n 's  re a c tio n s . Or, they may respond 
w ell to  members o f  th e i r  own sex because they  them selves need a sexual re le a s e  a t  a time when p h y sica l d is ta n c e , or a tempo­ra ry  a v e rs io n . I s o la te s  them from members of the opposite sex. There a re  s t i l l  o th e r  s i tu a t io n s  in  which arousa l a tta in e d  a t  one p lace  i s  expressed a t  an o th e r. For in s ta n c e . In  the



sexual orgy, an In d iv id u a l may o b ta in  the a ro u sa l o f  h is  vfhole sexual s u b s tra te  from hetero sexu al sources - and when he i s  a t  th is  p o in t  suddenly p resen ted  w ith a homosexual o p p o rtu n ity , he may accep t i t  w ith enthusiasm .
C onsequently , i t  may be sa id  th a t  the human sexual response 
can be s tim u la te d  by the most s u p e r f ic ia l  o p p o r tu n it ie s , o r  i t  may a i /a l t  the  most profound and p e rso n a lly  m eaningful a s s o c ia ­
tio n s  o f vihich the in d iv id u a l i s  capable . In  terms o f any­th in g  b a s ic  in  the organism , the p h y sica l and psy cho log ica l d iffe re n c e s  between d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f sexual behav io r seem s t r i c t l y  t r i v i a l .  People sim ply respond se x u a lly  in  ways in  which they have learned  to  respond and toward o b je c ts  which, fo r  the moment, fo r  a longer tim e, o r fo r  a l i f e t im e ,  have taken  on sexual meaning fo r  them. And con verse ly , people f a l l  to  respond sex u a lly  to  o th e r  persons when, and on ly  when, they have a r r iv e d  a t  an av e rs io n . In  f a c t ,  every  se x u a lly  resp o n ­s iv e  person could respond to  every  o th e r se x u a lly  responsive  in d iv id u a l i f  i t  w e ren 't fo r  av ers io n  r e a c tio n s .

Sometimes in d iv id u a ls  a r r iv e  a t  p a r t i c u la r  av e rs io n s  through pow erful d i r e c t  co n d itio n in g , such as a b i t t e r  experience w ith a k ind  o f person , or a k ind o f s i tu a t io n .  But o th erw ise , 
av e rs io n s  seem to  a r i s e  q u ite  au to m a tica lly  toward c h a ra c te r ­i s t i c s  th a t  s tan d  in  c o n tra s t  to  ones th a t  a re  h ig h ly  valued . Though in  most c a se s , sexual co n d itio n in g , once developed, r e ­mains s ta b le  fo r  l i f e ,  in  some cases con d itio ned  p re fe ren ces  and av e rs io n s  are  su b je c t to  change. We know, fo r  in s ta n c e , th a t  by 16 years o f age, some 90 p e r cen t o f  males have a t ­
ta in ed  the  p re fe ren ces  which w il l  dominate th e i r  sexual p a t ­te rn s  fo r  th e  r e s t  of th e i r  l i v e s .  S h if ts  in  sexual p r e f e r ­en ces, when they  do occur, r e s u l t  from re c o n d itio n in g  th a t  stems from e i th e r  sexual o r non-sexual so u rces , or from changes in  a p e rso n 's  p a r t i c u la r  values and needs.
I t  i s  u n fo rtu n a te  fo r  man's understanding  o f h im se lf th a t  one o f the e f f e c ts  o f any long-term  co n d itio n in g  i s  th a t  i t s  r e s u l t s  appear always to  have e x is te d  - and never to  have developed. I t  i s  extrem ely d i f f i c u l t  fo r  people to  en v is io n  t h e i r  lo n g -s tan d in g  p re fe ren ces  of any s o r t  as having been le a rn ed . I t  seems to  req u ire  the very h ig h es t le v e ls  of so ­p h is t i c a t io n  in  these  m a tte rs  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  o n e 's  own ta s te s  
l ik e  the w aters o f a r iv e r ,  follow  the s l i g h t  in d e n ta tio n s  of casu a l experience u n t i l  they  have cu t deep channels In  a la n d ­scape th a t  o r ig in a l ly  o ffe re d  Innumerable p o s s i b i l i t i e s .
Motions th a t  hom osexuality i s  u n n a tu ra l and s ick  - and th a t  i t s  so -c a lle d  cure would always be d e s ira b le , a re  s t i l l  held  
by some p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  and the lay  p u b lic  in  g e n e ra l. I ssu e s  o f s ick n ess  are  made seem ingly more v a l id  in  the eyes o f  c l i ­
n ic ia n s  by the f a c t  th a t  they  so c o n s is te n tly  see a sample o f the p o p u la tio n  where homosexual tendencies a re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  severe g u i l t ,  c o n f l ic t ,  o r o th e r  n e u ro tic  d is tu rb a n c e s . I t  c e r ta in ly  seems f a i r  to  say th a t  sexual c o n f l ic ts  a re  f a r  more freq u en t in  the person who sees h im self as p a r t  o f  a d is a p ­proved m in o rity , than in  the person v;ho b e lie v e s  h im se lf to  be q u ite  o rd in a ry . In  f a c t ,  neuroses o f vario us k inds have so 
o f te n  been observed in  persons showing degrees of homosexual

response as to  suggest to  e a r ly  obsei*vers th a t  neu ro sis  leads 
to  hom osexuality , o r v ice  v a rsa . Today, i t  i s  more g en era lly  re a liz e d  - a t  l e a s t  by so p h is tic a te d  c lin ic ia n s  - th a t  no a c ­t io n  which a person takes and enjoys can ever lead  to  neu rosis un less he o r she fe e ls  g u il ty  about i t .
Now suppose th i s  i s  ex a c tly  the case - th a t  a p a t ie n t  comes to  you in  a s ta t e  o f  d is tu rban ce  o r c o n f l ic t  over h is  homosexual re sp o n s lv i ty . R egard less of the na tu re  of the p resen tin g  com­p la in t  - th a t  i s ,  whether he su f fe rs  from g u i l t  f e e lin g s , or whether he i s  in  lo c a l  tro u b le  in  a p a r t i c u la r  s i tu a t io n ,  or whether he has a lread y  analyzed h is  own case as hopeless w ith ­
out a b a s ic  change in  h is  sex l i f e  - a l l  these  p o ss ib le  a t t i ­tudes o f the p a t ie n t  tend to  share the same underly ing id ea : namely, th a t  th e re  i s  an in tim ate  connection between on e 's  sex l i f e  and the problems which he f e e ls .  Here the th e ra p is t  must do what the  p a t ie n t  i s  no t doing. He must d is tin g u ish  between the  sexual and s o c ia l  n a tu res  of the p a t ie n t 's  com plaints. No p a t ie n t  i s  r e a l ly  com plaining about h is  sex I n te r e s t  per s e . which i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  u su a lly  q u ite  rew arding. R ather, he is  com plaining about the p o ss ib le  so c ia l  problems he se e s , or 
some in n e r  c o n f l ic t .
Confronted w ith  such com plain ts, you w ill have a choice of a t l e a s t  two b as ic  p o s tu re s  toward the  p a t ie n t 's  problem. One of these  i s  to  s id e  w ith  the re lig io u s  and so c ia l mores: namely,
agree w ith  th a t  p a r t  o f him which says he sould not do what he wants to  do se x u a lly . In  th is  case , you w ill  be s id in g  w ith  the su rface  claim s of the cu ltu re  and t r e a t in g  him as though h is  problem i s  r a r e ,  as though hom osexuality i s  e x t r a ­o rd in a ry , or as though i t s  p ra c tic e  i s  in  some way in ju r io u s . U n fo rtu n a te ly , you w ill  be locked in  a s tru g g le  w ith the p a ­t i e n t '  s whole p erso n a l value system. Whatever sense of i s o ­la t io n  he may a lread y  have i s  l ik e ly  to  be Increased by such trea tm en t. He i s  a p t to  s u f fe r  renewed anx iety  or depression , 
and you w i l l  f in d  y o u rse lf  in  no p o s itio n  to  be a t  a l l  c r i t i ­c a l of o th e r  th in g s , such as various p a r ts  of h is  so c ia l beha­
v io r . The m o tiva tion  he has fo r  therapy i s  l ik e ly  to  decline d r a s t i c a l ly .  And he i s  now prone to  get worse in s tead  of b e t t e r ,  i f .  Indeed , he s tay s  w ith you long enough to  e f fe c t  
any change a t  a l l .
Or you can take an e n t i r e ly  d i f f e re n t  postu re  and side  with the p a t i e n t 's  r ig h t  to  be h im se lf. You may choose to  inform him th a t  a lthough  he i s  o u ts id e  the c u l tu ra l  recommendation, he i s ,  in  f a c t ,  w ith in  th a t  considerab le  p o rtio n  of the popu­la t io n  which sh ares  h is  homosexual p ra c t ic e s . Such inform a­
tio n  may tend to  ease or reduce the p a t ie n t  s g u i l t  or anx ie ty  in  th is  a re a . In  any case , you w ill  be r e c o ^ lz e d  as a frien d  
of the  most pow erful p a r t  o f him. And w ith th is  , yneed no t t r e a d  s o f t ly ;  on the co n tra ry , you w ill  be free  to  be Sharply c r i t i c a l  of any p a r t  of h is  so c ia l behavior th a t  seems 
to  b rin g  him in to  d i r e c t  c o n f l ic t  w ith s e l f .  A v a r ie ty  of techniques of th is  p n e r a l  u se . They a l l  t r y  to  help the p a t ie n t  toward a so c ia l ad ju s t 
ment which i s  a c c e p ta b le , and which i s  in  
ready w e ll-e s ta b lis h e d  p a t te rn  of sexual f  prim ary i n t e r e s t  o f  the in d iv id u a l to  f in d  h is  p a r t ic u la r



sexual g r a t i f i c a t io n  w ith a minimum o f s o c ia l  c o n f l ic t .  I t  Is  no t the prim ary in te r e s t  of the in d iv id u a l to  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  
a l t e r  h is  sexual cho ices.
Of co u rse , when you hold the p o stu re  th a t  a p a t ie n t  should be ab le  to  e x e rc ise  any harm less sexual p r o c l iv i ty  w ithou t g e t-  t in g  in to  d i r e c t  c o n f l ic t  w ith  c o n tra s tin g  m ores, then sev e ra l th in g s  occur. You w ill  c e r ta in ly  f in d  th a t  a h igh le v e l  of m o tiva tion  Is  m ain ta ined . But the p a t ie n t  may challenge such a l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e ,  using  the occasion to  give you s o c ie ty  s argum ent, w hile sim ultaneously  hoping he w il l  lo se  th a t  a rg u ­ment. You may a lso  g e t q u estio n s  such a s . Am I  a homosexua^,, 
and, Vlho i s  a homosexual? In  th is  ev en t, you a re  faced , n o t w ith  a sim ple q u e s tio n , bu t r a th e r  w ith  a whole s e t  o f jm d e r -  ly ln g  assum ptions - most o f which are  out o f k i l t e r  w ith  the b a s ic  b io lo g ic  f a c ts  o f human sexual beh av io r. Even fo r  the  person who is  e n t i r e ly  con d itio ned  to  homosexual resp on se , the 
la b e l hom osexual. ap p lied  as a noun, i s  l i k e ly  to  c a rry  m is­lead in g  conno ta tions of p e c u l ia r i ty  and b iz a rre n e ss  which do 
no t a c tu a l ly  belong to  hom osexuality se_. I t  i s  b e s t  to  avoid such conno ta tions in  the p a t i e n t 's  mind, and in  your own, i f  you are  going to  e x e r t r e a l  leverage a g a in s t any s e l f -  derogato ry  a t t i tu d e  you may d isco v er in  him. v;hen a p a t ie n t  
who was p rev io u sly  in h ib i te d  and d is tu rb ed  over homosexual problems comes to  accep t h is  p re fe re n c e s , and to  fe e l  th a t  he 
i s  r e a l ly  an in te g ra l  p a r t  o f human s o c ie ty , he i s  o ften  Imme­d ia te ly  f re e  of c o n f l ic t ,  and ab le  to  fu n c tio n  a t  th e  h ig h es t 
le v e ls  of le g it im a te  com petition  in  h is  work.
Some c l in ic ia n s  b e liev e  th e re  i s  a th i r d  a l te rn a t iv e  in  the th e ra p e u tic  p o s i t io n  - a k ind  o f n e u tra l  p o stu re  in  which the th e ra p is t  s id e s  n e i th e r  w ith  the s o c ia l  mores nor w ith  the p a t i e n t 's  sexual p r o c l iv i t i e s .  But th i s  p o s i t io n ,  u n like  the o th e r  two, co n ta in s  c e r ta in  In h e ren t d ish o n e s tie s  which s p e l l  no th ing  bu t tro u b le . I f  the p a t ie n t  holds c e r ta in  g u i l t s ,  to  
be s i l e n t  on these is  to  imply th a t  he has cause to  fe e l  g u i l ty .  Furtherm ore, the n e u tra l  p o s it io n  p re ten ds th a t  the 
th e r a p is t  has no axe to  g r in d , which i s  never the case . A fte r  a l l ,  the th e ra p is t  i s  human, and he most d e f in i te ly  holds some 
p o s i t io n  on sexual I s su e s . At bottom , he e i th e r  b e liev es  som ething in  the d ire c t io n  o f the mores being sac red , and th a t  nobody has the a b i l i t y  to  be happy w hile going a g a in s t those m ores. Or. he b e lie v e s  th a t  harm less and g ra t i fy in g  sexual ex p eriences o u ts id e  the mores a re  f e a s ib le ,  and do no t neces­s a r i l y  Involve d isp lay s  th a t  offend  the s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o th e r  
persons in  s o c ie ty .
Now I  hope, w ith  a l l  these  vario us ob serv a tio ns on the f r e ­quency and v a r ie ty  o f hom osexuality , th a t  I  have succeeded in  su g g estin g  some o f i t s  s im i l a r i t i e s  to  h e te ro s e x u a li ty . Not 
the  l e a s t  of these a re  i t s  o r ig in s  in  le a rn in g  p ro c e sse s , and the te n a c ity  w ith  which i t  i s  capable o f s ta y in g  pu t a g a in s t the m o ra l is t ic  o p p o sitio n  th a t  has been brought a g a in s t i t  
from time to  tim e. Perhaps you have wondered why I  have so s tro n g ly  im plied  th a t  the homosexual component i s  e a s ie r  to  come to  term s w ith  than to  e r a d ic a te . There a re  r e a l ly  two reaso n s , One has to  do w ith  p r a c t i c a l  n e c e s s i ty , and the  o th ­
e r  w ith  the  e s s e n t ia l  n a tu re  o f  human ad justm en t.

As fo r  n e c e s s i ty ,  l e t  me p o in t out th a t  1 am w ell aware of numerous claim s o f trea tm en t successes w ith the homosexual p a t ie n t .  Where success i s  marked in  terms of g re a te r  personal e f f ic ie n c y  and smoother so c ia l in te g ra tio n , the evidence i s  
p l e n t i f u l .  But where b a s ic  changes in  ad u lt sexual responses a re  claimed as a r e s u l t  of therapy , we have to  be very c a re ­f u l .  Here changes in  ov ert p ra c tic e  do no t c o n s titu te  an ade­quate c l r t e r io n .  For in s ta n c e , the T rapplst monk who takes an oath  of s i le n c e  and abstinen ce  has c e r ta in ly  changed n e ith e r  h is  vo ice nor h is  b a s ic  sexual re sp o n s lv ity . As fo r  psycho­th erap y , I  know o f n o t one s in g le  v a lid a ted  Instance o f any basic  sexual change ever having been accomplished. Nor was 
the K insey R esearch ever ab le  to  f in d  a s in g le  Instance o f any such change. Nor does the issu e  seem to be of the le a s t  Im portance. Even i f  th e re  were treatm ent procedures fo r  suc­c e s s fu l ly  r e v is in g  an in d iv id u a l 's  whole personal value sy s ­tem, would we be ready to  apply those procedures to  a th ird  of American males - o r even to  those m illio n s  of persons who are p r im a r ily  homosexual fo r  th e i r  e n t ir e  liv es?
And from the  p o in t of view o f personal adjustm ent, i t  i s  high­ly  q u estio n ab le  w hether any sexual behavior exercised  between consen ting  a d u lts  i s  of any re a l  so c ia l  im portance. Prom a p s y c h ia tr ic  p o in t o f view, the th in g  th a t  counts seems to  be the e f f ic ie n c y  w ith  which an in d iv id u a l functions in  l i f e  - 
h is  u se fu ln e s s , h is  enjoym ent, and the success of h is  human in te r a c t io n s .  I f  so c ie ty  has an I n te r e s t  he re , i t  i s  c e r­ta in ly  in  the  m aintenance o f high personal e f f ic ie n c y , and low n e u ro tic  e f f e c t s .  In  terms of th is  id e a l ,  the p a r t ic u la r  sex­u a l responses o f in d iv id u a ls  hard ly  seem to be o f any major concern.
Good a f te rn o o n .

DIARY OF ALICE JAMES
THE DIARY OF ALICE JAMES 

E d ited  by Leon Edel (New York, Dodd, Mead, 196*+)

S cho lars have in  re c e n t years been ra id in g  arch ives fo r  manu­s c r ip t s  and , a f t e r  a b i t  o f e d i to r ia l  d u s tin g -o ff , serv ing up odd item s o f dubious l i t e r a r y  m e rit. Often these  are the wortc of f r in g e  w r ite rs  known fo r  t h e i r  a sso c ia tio n s  w ith g rea te r  
w r i te r s ,  o r people whose l iv e s  o f fe r  some unusal fa c e t to spark i n t e r e s t  in  them, o r people whose fam ily name i s  famous.
The excuse fo r  the p u b lic a tio n  of A lice Jam es's ra th e r  d u ll d ia ry  i s  tw o -fo ld : Dr. Edel i s  the acknowledged a u th o rity  onA l ic e 's  famous fam ily , and A lice  was one of the V ic to rian



e r a ’ s ap p a ren tly  p rev a len t le s b ia n s . There may be some value in  producing a supplem entary volume to  the many works on the 
more i l l u s t r i o u s  members of the James fam ily  • Henry the hov- e l i s t  and W illiam  the p sy ch o lo g is t - bu t the r e a l  r®3Son (and only p o ss ib le  ju s t i f i c a t io n )  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  of th i s  book i s  
undoubtedly the long b io g rap h ica l s e c tio n  preced ing  the d ia ry . 
This se c tio n  vjas w rit te n  by Dr. E d e l. who c le a r ly  In d ic a te s  A l ic e 's  sexual n a tu re  though he does n o t use the word Lesbian.
A lice  James was born in  181+8 in  Mew York C ity . To add to  the t r i a l s  o f being the youngest in  a p r im a r ily  m asculine fam ily , w ith  her f a th e r  and four o ld e r  b ro th e rs  balanced on ly  by her mother and h er aun t K ate , A lice su ffe re d  from a lack  of ro o ts  because the  fam ily tra v e le d  In c e ssa n tly  a l l  over Europe a t  a time when she , un like  Henry and Vfllllam, was too young to  ap ­
p re c ia te  the b e n e fi ts  of t r a v e l .
Soon a f t e r  the fam ily  s e t t l e d  in  Newport a t  the ou tbreak o f the  C iv il v/ar, the 15 -y ear-o ld  A lice began to  have a tta c k s  of "n eu ra lg ia"  which in te n s i f ie d  throughout her l i f e .  She a lso  was o ften  s u ic id a l  and dep ressed , wanting d e sp e ra te ly  to  e s ­cape her world in  an age when l i t t l e  o r no escape was a v a i l ­ab le  fo r  women. Dr. Edel sp ecu la te s  th a t  the reason  (o r  p a r t  
o f i t )  fo r  A l ic e 's  re c u rr in g  I l ln e s s  vías V ic to ria n  r e s t r i c ­tio n s  on women's a c t i v i t y .  This i s  probably  t r u e ,  y e t i t  must be noted th a t  both Henry and W illiam su ffe re d  severe  nervous breakdowns during  the 1 8 6 0 's , which would suggest an unhappy 
home atm osphere.
A l ic e 's  l i f e  changed r a d ic a l ly  and hap p ily  in  188k, and she took the p a th  which was to  lead  to  the w rit in g  of the d ia ry .
To understand  th is  we must go back to  1879 o r 1880 when A lice f i r s t  met K atharine  Peabody L orlng. A lice was drawn to  K ath­
a r in e  and describ ed  her to  a f r ie n d  as having " a l l  th e  mere b ru te  s u p e r io r i ty  which d is tin g u ish e s  man from woman, combined w ith  a l l  the d i s t in c t iv e ly  feminine v i r tu e s .  There is  no th ing  she cannot do from hewing wood and drawing w ater to  d r iv in g  
runaway horses and educating  a l l  the women In  North America,
The v;omen spen t as much time to g e th e r as p o s s ib le . Both Henry and V/llliam were Impressed w ith  th e i r  s i s t e r 's  b e n e f ic ia l  r e ­la t io n s h ip  w ith  K ath arin e , and favo rab le  re fe re n c e s  to  i t  a p ­pear in  the b ro th e rs ' l e t t e r s  to  o th e r  members o f  the fam ily . In  188k, when K atharine  had to  go to  England fo r  fam ily  r e a ­
sons, A lice  v/ent w ith h er r a th e r  than be se p a ra ted . A lice  s p reca rio u s  h e a lth  broke on th is  voyage. Never becoming s tro n g  enough again  to  re -c ro ss  the ocean to  America, she l iv e d  out 
h e r l i f e  in  England w ith  K atharine a t  her s id e ,
Henry James commented in  l e t t e r s  to  h is  mother on the r e l a ­t io n sh ip :  he thought Miss Lorlng "the most p e r f e c t"  companion
A lice  could have found, and he sa id  th a t  "A lice seems so ex ­t r a o r d in a r i ly  fond o f Miss Lorlng th a t  a th i r d  person i s  r a th ­e r  a sup erflu ous appendage." L a te r , when i t  was c le a r  the tvro women were determ ined to  remain to g e th e r  fo r  l i f e ,  Henry noted th a t  th e re  was "a k ind  o f d e f in i te  understand ing  between them" and th a t  " th e re  i s  about as much p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  A l ic e 's  g iv ing  
K atharin e  up as o f g iv ing  her legs to  be sawed o f f . "

A lice  began the  d ia ry  in  1889 and continued i t  u n t i l  her death in  1892. Much o f her pain  a t  being forced in to  unwanted p a s ­s iv i t y  by h e r i l l n e s s  i s  d isp layed  in  the d ia ry , bu t she a lso  endows w ith  humor the m inutiae o f her own lim ited  world while o f fe r in g  sharp s lap s  a t  the wider B r i t i s h  realm surrounding i t .  The d ia ry  i s  in te r e s t in g  bu t i t  viould not stand on i t s  own as l i t e r a tu r e  even in  the b roadest use of the word. The v i t a l  p a r ts  o f th e  d ia ry  are  those which throw l ig h t  on A lic e 's  r e la tio n s h ip  w ith  K ath arin e .
D espite some b i t te r n e s s  o f tone when re fe r r in g  to  alviays being managed by o th e rs  (K ath arine , and a lso  to  some ex ten t b ro th e r H enry), A lice  probab ly  understood th a t  her l i f e  with K atharine had been fu lf i l lm e n t  in  many ways. She v;rote to  her b ro ther W illiam , a f t e r  le a rn in g  th a t  she had cancer and having r e ­ceived a con so ling  l e t t e r  from him, "You must a lso  remember th a t  a woman, by n a tu re , needs much le s s  to  feed upon than a man, a few emotions and she i s  s a t i s f ie d ;  so v/hen I am gone, p ray  d o n 't  th in k  o f me sim ply as a c rea tu re  who might have been som ething e ls e ,  had n eu ro tic  science been bom , . . .  I have always had a s ig n if ic a n c e  fo r m yself, and every chance to stumble along my s t r a ig h t  and narrow l i t t l e  p a th . . . ,  and what more can a human soul ask fo r?"
But fo r  the  c u rre n t surge o f I n te r e s t  in  le sb ian s  and le sb ia n ­ism , the  d ia ry  would probably  no t have been published . S t i l l ,  the read e r here should f in d  no f a u l t  w ith Dr. Edel fo r  h is 
la b o r , even though he had to  work hard to  make A lice spark le .

- Revlevjed by Lennox Strong

T H E  D A N G E R O U S  SEX
THE DANGEROUS SEX: THE MYTH OP FEMININE EVIL

by,H. R. Hays (New York, Putnaun, 196k)

There are  n o t many books about women th a t  make sense - not even those w r it te n  by women, much le s s  those w ritten  by men. Mr, H ays's book i s  th e re fo re  a l l  the more o f an exception , e s p e c ia l ly  sin ce  he t r i e s  - and succeeds in  - w ritin g  n e ith e r  
from the wranen's nor the  man's p o in t of view, but from th a t of a f a i r  and o b je c tiv e  observer who does no t v;ish to  take sides 
in  the g re a t  " b a t t le  o f the sex e s ."
For th is  I s  what the book Is  a l l  about - the t r a d i t io n a l  hos­t i l i t y  between men and women, w ith the women m ostly on the r e ­ce iv in g  (m aso ch is tic ) end of the deal and the men on the d ish ­ing  out o r  s a d i s t i c  end p f i t ,  Qne could hard ly  expect o th e r­wise in  c u ltu re s  (such as ours) where men have tr a d i t io n a l ly  been the dominant sex and women the second or submissive one.



_ tffv» Q p y c c T lf in t  i t i v s s t i § â t i o T i s  in ^ o
ÎL ^ ? r?m ît5 v e  S S e s  ô f sexual p re ju d ic e . I f  one had found 
hSoe in  the assum ption th a t  p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t  women Is  charac- t P r L u c  only of our Ju d eo -C h ris tian  t r a d i t io n ,  one I s  g re a tly  m l s t S e ^  w Len a re  considered "the dangerous sex" by savages u h fh a v e 'n e v e ?  heard the B ib le  s to ry  of how Eve was tempted by 
I I I  S e  a?d in  tu rn  seduced Adam. I t  seems th a t  most c u l-  i u ? e f  ha?e developed a n t i- fe m in is t  and a n t i- s e x  myths o f th e i r  tu re s  nave ^  Hebrew prop hets  o r  th e  C h ris t ia nS its“  SS5 Î S  si«:id*K K“ rnSt S t s  tlssr, though » .H aS  p ro p o sL  and In fe rs  a number of l i k e ly  rea so n s . But I t  î? u ld  S o b a b ly  take a f u l l - s c a le  study  In  I t s e l f  to  g e t to  the 
bottom ^of so complex and e lu s iv e  a problem as man s alm ost 
u n iv e rsa l f e a r  of woman.
Where Mr. Hays Is  perhaps most lu c id  i s  in  m a k ln g th e o o n n e c -  t S n  between a n t i- fe m in is t  a t t i t u d e s ,  male hom osexuality , and 
l i t o - S S s L  in  so doing h . rsv o a ls  the hidden o b scen ity  
o f war and v io lence in  g en e ra l. The Im p lica tio n  I s ,  and we f u l ly  ag ree , th a t  we cannot expect a b e t t e r  world w ithou t a p r io r  s tra ig h te n in g  o u t of b a s ic  em otional a t t i tu d e s  about sex 
and the r e la t io n s  between the sex es . But mankind seems to  be 
a long way from adopting so r a t io n a l  an approach, and thus p e rp e tu a te s  both sexual m isery and h o s t i l i t y  on a la rg e  s c a le .
I f  these  conclusions are  a l l  somewhat me lan ch o ly , i t  i s  n e i th ­
e r  our nor Mr. H ays's f a u l t .  But as long as se n s ib le  books l ik e  THE DANGEROUS SEX can be produced and w idely read , th e re  
Is  hope. There i s  even hope th a t  the  women them selves w i l l  some day wake up and d iscov er th a t  they bought th e  propaganda o f the male ag g re sso rs . Meanwhile, women, w hile clam oring fo r  
"equal r ig h ts  " are  defending the p ro p o s it io n  o f t h e i r  own in f e r io r  s t a t u s , - j u s t  as not a few Jews in  Nazi Germany agreed 
w ith  the opinion o f the agg resso rs  about them selves.
May Mr, Hays' s book hasten  the day when women w i l l  of th e i r  own accord jo in  the human ra c e . And may th a t  day be soon, fo r 
time Is  running o u t.

- Reviewed by D rs. P h y ll is  and E berhard  Kronhausen

The D rs. Kronhausen are p sy ch o th e rap is ts  and re se a rc h  p sy ch o l­
o g is ts .  T heir w ritin g s  Include PORNOGRAPHY AND THE LAW (B ^I‘ la n t ln e ,  1959) and THE SEXUALLY RESPONSIVE WOMAN (Grove, 196't).
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envelope to the address below. I enclose S_______at the rate of $5 .00
for each year ordered.
NAME_

address. 

C IT Y ___

t mm over 21 y««r« o/ mge (SignmJ).

_ZONE___STATE.



tam ce. Order now from D aughters o f  B i l i t i s ,  In c ., 
3^70 M ission  S t r e e t ,  Sam F ra in c isco , C a l i f o r n ia .

T H E  L A D D E R - a  unique gift, 
a unique m agaz ine i


