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special report

A Pract ica l  P la t fo rm

Homosexuals should  form p o l i t i c a l  p re s su re  groups to  f ig h t  fo r  
t h e i r  r i g h t s .  They should  a ls o  o rg an ize  and run t h e i r  own
s o c ia l  c lu b s ,  l ik e  th o se  in  Europe. Hom osexuality I s  v i r t u ­
a l l y  Im possib le  to  c u re , and s tu d ie s  which claim  the  o p p o site  
a re  q u e s tio n a b le .

These were the  main p o in ts  in  a ta lk  given l a t e  l a s t  y ear to  
th e  New York M attachlne S o c ie ty  by Dr. Hendrik M. R u ltenbeek , 
s o c io lo g is t  and p sy c h o a n a ly s t, and e d i to r  o f  THE PROBLEM OP 
HOMOSEXUALITY IN MODERN SOCIETY.

Dr, R ultenbeek noted  th a t  in  th e  American p o l i t i c a l  system , 
m in o rity  groups e x e r t  p re ssu re  on the p o l i t i c i a n s  who r e p r e ­
se n t them to  make t h e i r  v o ices  h eard . We a re  a t  p re s e n t  s e e ­
in g  an upsurge o f the Negro m in o r ity . Homosexuals too should  
r a is e  t h e i r  vo ices "to  e s ta b l i s h  them selves as p e rso n s"  and 
demand t h e i r  r i g h t s .  Dr. R ultenbeek u rged .

L o c a lly , in  New Y ork 's Greenwich V il la g e , he s a id ,  th e re  I s  a 
la rg e  enough homosexual p o p u la tio n  to  in flu e n c e  the  outcome of 
an e l e c t l a n ,  but- th e  homosexuals d o n 't  use th i s  power. Re­
c e n tly  Edward Koch, le a d e r  o f  the v o c a lly  " l ib e r a l "  group th a t  
ousted  the  Tammany machine In  the  V il la g e , rec e iv e d  a l o t  o f 
newspaper space on h is  campaign to  r id  the  V illa g e  o f "bums, 
d eg en era tes  and hom osexuals." Dr. R u ltenbeek , a V illa g e  r e s i ­
d e n t , s a id  he phoned Mr. Koch to  p r o te s t  th i s  d ero g a to ry  r e f ­
erence  to  hom osexuals. He s a id  th a t  K och 's s u rp r is e d  re a c t io n  
In d ic a te d  I t  had a p p a re n tly  never o ccu rred  to  him he was ma­
l ig n in g  a group o f  p e r f e c t ly  good c o n s t i tu e n ts  who m ight swing 
t h e i r  vo tes  to  the  o p p o s itio n  can d id a te  In  the n ex t e le c t io n .

"Any m in o rity  group being  p e rse c u te d  by sm all-tim e  p o l i t i c i a n s  
shou ld  u n ite  and f i g h t , "  Dr. R ultenbeek ad v ise d . Homosexuals 
"must b r in g  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  a g a in s t  those  who re p re s e n t  them 
and a re  Ig n o ra n t o f  t h e i r  p ro b lem s."

Dr. R ultenbeek q u estio n ed  the  concept o f " s e c u r i ty  r i s k s "  In  
governm ent. He p o in ted  out th a t  Sherman Adams ta k e s  vicuna 
c o a ts ,  h e te ro se x u a ls  have m is tre s s e s  on the s ly ,  b u t homosex­
u a ls  a re  s in g le d  ou t f o r  d is c r im in a tio n  in  government employ­
m ent. S e c u r i ty  r i s k s ,  he s a id ,  a re  made by the governm ent, 
which makes homosexual a c t i v i t i e s  I l l e g a l .  Homosexual o r  h e t ­
e ro s e x u a l, a com petent perso n  can do a good Job in  governm ent. 
" I f  I  heard  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  was wortcing In the  White House, I 'd  
sa y , who c a re s ,  as long as h e 's  doing h is  Jo b ,"  Dr, R ultenbeek  
p ro c la im ed .

He observed  th a t  the P u r ita n  t r a d i t i o n  has l e f t  a "narrow ­
m indedness abo u t sex" and a "c lim a te  o f In to le ra n c e "  in  Ameri­
ca th a t  r e s u l t s  In  such harassm ent o f  the homosexual as the

c lo s in g  down o f gay b a rs . N oting the bars  are  run by c rim in a l 
s y n d ic a te s . Dr. R ultenbeek  s a id  American homosexuals should 
o rgan ize  c lubs l ik e  tho se  in  Europe, which a re  run on a l e g i t ­
im ate b a s is  by th e  homosexuals them selves, not by c rim in a ls  
who pay o f f  the  p o l ic e .

Dr. R ultenbeek  made some Im portan t s ta tem en ts  on p sy ch o th e r­
apy. " I t  I s  v i r t u a l l y  Im possib le to  'c u r e ' hom osexuality , and 
p sy c h o th e ra p is ts  t r e a t in g  homosexuals should co n cen tra te  on 
h e lp in g  them become fu n c tio n in g  members of s o c ie ty ."

He s a id  p s y c h o th e ra p is ts  should go beyond the stan d ard  d iagno­
s i s  th a t  (m ale) hom osexuality  Is  caused by a s tro n g  seduc tive  
m other and a weak f a th e r ,  and r e a l iz e  i t  i s  a ls o  c lo s e ly  r e ­
la te d  to  c u r re n t  changes In  our c u l tu r e ,  l ik e  the new ro le s  o f 
women and the  fam ily  and the s h i f t in g  of many s o c ia l  p a t te r n s ,  
"The p a t i e n t  I s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  served  by the t h e r a p i s t 's  
d e lv in g  In to  th e  o r ig in s  o f h is  sexual o r ie n ta t io n ,"  a process 
which may c re a te  c o n f l ic t s  which get in  the way o f so lv in g  h is  
p re s e n t  p roblem s. In s te a d  o f  d is c u s s in g  p sy ch o lo g ica l o r i ­
g in s ,  a n a ly s ts  and p s y c h ia t r i s t s  should co n cen tra te  on he lp in g  
the  homosexual fu n c tio n  w ell In  s o c ie ty .  Dr. R ultenbeek s a id .

Many s tu d ie s  prove homosexuals can be cu red . Dr. R ultenbeek 
observed , bu t he q u e s tio n s  t h e i r  methods and t h e i r  accuracy .
As an exam ple, he c i te d  the rauch-pucllcized  B leb er re p o r t .  
" I t ' s  d i s t r e s s in g  th a t  i t ' s  always m isquo ted ," he remarked. 
B leb e r says 106 homosexuals came In to  p sy ch o an a ly s is , and 27% 
of them became h e te ro se x u a l, "But in  the papers where he Is  
q u o ted , they  d o n 't  mention th a t  o f  the 105 p a t i e n t s ,  72 were 
e x c lu s iv e ly  homosexual, 30 were c la s se d  as b is e x u a l, and H as 
In a c t iv e .  This makes h is  27% 'c u r e ' o f homosexuals very qu es­
t io n a b le ,"  Dr, R ultenbeek no ted .

He o b je c te d  to  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  "b isex u a l"  as an u n c lea r  
co n cep t. A p e rso n  fu n c tio n s  predom inantly  as a h e te ro sex u a l 
o r  a hom osexual, he s a id .  I f  a homosexual man has in te rc o u rse  
o c c a s io n a lly  w ith  a woman, t h i s  d o e s n 't  make him h e te ro sex u a l 
o r  b is e x u a l ,  any more th an  the f a c t  th a t  a h e te ro se x u a l has 
some homosexual exp erien ce  makes him homosexual o r  b is e x u a l.

Dr. R ultenbeek  a ls o  c r i t i c i z e d  the  B leb er study  fo r  c la im ing  
t t ia t  o f  28 homosexuals who were In  a n a ly s is  fo r  le s s  than  I 50 
h o u rs , two had become com pletely  h e te ro se x u a l. 15O hours a t  
th re e  se s s io n s  a week I s  le s s  than a y ea r - a rem arkably shobt 
tim e to  e f f e c t  such a d r a s t ic  change. Of these  2 p a t ie n ts  who 
re p o r te d ly  became e x c lu s iv e  h e te ro se x u a ls  w ith  such b r ie f  an a ­
l y t i c  th e ra p y , one d ied  In  an a c c id e n t s h o r t ly  a f t e r  "cu re ,"  
and the o th e r  was a 1 5 -y ea r-o ld  boy. The l a t t e r  case d o e s n 't  
c o u n t. Dr. R ultenbeek s a id ,  because an a n a ly s t  can p u t an un­
formed a d o le sc e n t on a couch and c re a te  any sexual I d e n t i ty  
fo r  him. T h e re fo re , he s a id ,  "the s tu d y  by B leber and h is  a s ­
s o c ia te s  c a r r ie s  no w eight and does n o th ing  fo r  homosexuals In  
term s o f  h e lp in g  them become fu n c tio n in g  members o f  s o c ie ty . '

In  the q u e s tio n  p e r io d  th a t  follow ed Dr. R u lten b eek 's  t a lk ,  
Donald W ebster Cory c i te d  an American Mental H ealth  Foundation 
s ta tem en t (occasioned  by the Jenk ins case) th a t  hom osexuality



I s  no t n e c e s s a ir ly  lin k ed  to  d is e a se  o r su b v e rs io n , as ev l 
dence th a t  p ro g re ss  has been made In  a l t e r i n g  the  h o s t i l e  c l i ­
mate o f  o p in ion  a g a in s t  hom osexuals. Dr. R ultenbeek  s a id  he 
co n sid e red  the s ta tem en t I n s ig n i f ic a n t  in  the  la rg e ly  n eg a tiv e  
atm osphere th a t  p r e v a i l s ,  and in d ic a te d  the homosexuals work 
i s  s t i l l  to  be done.

This r e p o r te r  found I t  I n te r e s t in g  th a t  Mr. Cory - who a t  the 
DOB conven tion  l a s t  sp r in g  la sh ed  ou t a t  homosexuals f o r  r e ­
j e c t in g  the  Idea  o f  "cure" and p o in te d  ou t th a t  the  B leb er 
r e p o r t 's  sm all num’je r  o f  "cu res"  was s t i l l  a number which held  
ou t "hope" fo r  the r e s t  - had n o th in g  to  say  about D r. R u lte n -o u u  nope ioj, uuc j  ---------- — ------
b e e k 's  debunking o f  the B leb er s tu d y  and I t s  p e rc e n t o f  cu res ,

- C. K.

E d i to r 's  n o te : An a r t i c l e  by D r. R ultenbeek w i l l  be fe a tu re d  
In  the  June is s u e  o f  THE LADDER.

Of Woman Unto Woman

The S to ry  o f M lchal F ie ld

"M ichael F ie ld "  I s  the  m utual pseudonym o f  two women who were 
educated  to g e th e r  ( In  a sense) and who l iv e d  ou t t h e i r  l iv e s  
alm ost as a s in g le  e n t i t y .

K a th e rin e  H a rr is  B rad ley  was born in  Birmingham. E ngland, in  
1846, and E d ith  Emma Cooper, who was h e r n ie c e , was born  In  
K en ilw o rth , E ngland, in  1862. K a th e rin e  was a b r i l l i a n t  s t u ­
den t and a "w ell-developed  h e a lth y  younjg a n im a l."  A pparen tly  
she had com plete care  o f  h e r n iece  alm ost from E d i th 's  b i r t h .  
E d ith  Cooper grew up to  be an alm ost e q u a lly  b r i l l i a n t  - and 
much more m eticu lous - p e rso n .

In  1878 th ey  moved n e a r  B r i s to l  and to g e th e r  took up s tu d ie s  
a t  U n iv e rs ity  C o lleg e . F rien d s co n sid e red  them deep ly  s e r i ­
ous. Both la d ie s  were prom inent In  woman's su ff ra g e  work and 
belonged to  an a n t i - v iv i s e c t io n  group and a d eb a tin g  s o c ie ty .  
Both a ls o  d id  w a te rc o lo rs . T h e ir  com plete ly  ab so rb in g  r e l a ­
tio n s h ip  I r r i t a t e d  some o f the o th e r  s tu d e n ts .  N e v e rth e le ss , 
the two were surrounded by a devoted group o f women f r ie n d s  
who looked up to  them.

They were nicknamed "M ichael" ( f o r  K ath erin e) and "Henry" ( f o r  
E d ith )  and fo r  the  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l iv e s  th ey  were known to  each 
o th e r  and to  t h e i r  f r le q d s  by th ese  male names. Both a re  con­
s id e re d  to  have been a t t r a c t iv e - lo o k in g  women - K a th e rin e  the 
more s t r i k i n g ,  b u t E d ith  (from  the  few p o r t r a i t s )  a gossamer 
and f r a g i l e  b eau ty .

Though t h e i r  b io g rap h e rs  g e n e ra lly  view them as withdrawn from 
the  w o rld , the  two la d le s  counted among t h e i r  in tim a te  f r ie n d s  
many g re a t  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  - to  name bu t a few - Mr. A rthur 
Symons, th e  B ernard  B erensons, and R obert Browning.

K a th e rin e  had p u b lish e d  In  1875 a volume o f ly r i c s  under the 
pseudonym A rran L eigh. She and Emma bo th  worked on a drama, 
BELLEROPHON, which was p u b lish ed  In  1881 and signed  A rran and 
I s l a  L eigh . V/lth the  p u b lic a t io n  o f  t h e i r  drama CALLIRRHOE 
(1884) th ey  adopted  the w rit in g  pseudonym which was to  become 
famous: M ichael F ie ld .

The two women always worked to g e th e r  on each w r itin g  p ro je c t  
and th ey  l e f t  a s u b s ta n t ia l  o u tp u t. T h e ir dramas a re  now f o r ­
g o tten  fo r  the  most p a r t ,  b u t t h e i r  p o e try  - lo v e ly  and l y r i ­
c a l  - has always had ad m ire rs .

There I s  g en era l agreem ent th a t  the M ichael F ie ld  work Is  so 
vfhole, so u n i f ie d ,  th a t  the c o lla b o ra tio n  i s  t r u ly  rem arkable. 
The two women seemed one, in  every  way. Of course th e re  i s  no 
way to  prove p h y s ic a l In tim acy  beyond a shadow of a doubt in  
any r e la t io n s h ip  n o t illu m in ed  by our age o f  Invasion  of 
p r iv a c y . However, th e re  i s  every  reason  to  b e lie v e  th a t  these  
two women loved one a n o th e r w ith  a p a ss io n  so v io le n t  and con­
suming, th a t  most love s to r i e s  p a le  b esid e  I t .

B io g rap h er Mary S turgeon  w ro te: "T heir l i f e  was in  i t s e l f  a
poem, and the  beau ty  o f  i t  I s  unm istakab le . These were h e ro ic  
and Im passioned s o u ls ,  who. In  honouring th e i r  vow to  p o e try , 
gave l i f e ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  'a  poor second p la c e ' , and y e t they  
f u l f i l l e d  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  w ith  a com pleteness few are  e a p a 'le  o f , 
in  l o v e . . . . "

S tu rg e o n 's  many re fe re n c e s  to  M ich ae l's  love fo r  Henry inc lude  
th i s  p a ssag e : "But o f  h e r devo tion  to  Henry, I t s  p a s s io n , i t s  
d ep th . I t s  te n a c i ty  and te n d e rn e ss , i t  i s  q u ite  im possib le  to  
speak a d e q u a te ly . From H enry 's in fancy  to  h er d eath  - l i t e r ­
a l l y  from h e r f i r s t  day to  her l a s t  - M ichael sh ie ld e d , tended 
and n u rtu re d  h e r In  body and In  s p i r i t .  P robably th e re  never 
was a n o th e r  such case o f one mind being  formed by a n o th e r. 
There s u re ly  cannot be elsew here In  l i t e r a t u r e  a s e t  o f lo v e - 
songs such as those  she addressed  to  H e n r y . . . ,"

B iographers agree th a t  the s p e c i f ic  "Sapphic a f f i n i t i e s "  of 
the  la d le s  a re  exp ressed  in  M ich a le 's  vo ice In  the  a rd e n t love 
songs she w rote to  Henry, These appear in  the th i r d  book of 
UNDERNEATH THE BOUGH and s c a t te re d  throughout o th e r  books, i n ­
c lu d in g  a sm all group a t  the end o f  MYSTIC TREES. To quote 
Miss S turgeon  a g a in :

"Those poems a re  a reco rd  o f  h e r  devo tion  to  E d ith  Copper, and 
I t  i s  d o u b tfu l w hether Laura o r B e a tr ic e  o r the Dark Lady had 
a te n d e re r  wooing. They e x p la in , o f  c o u rse , the s l ig h tn e s s  of 
a more u su a l ( o r ,  as some would p u t i t ,  a more normal) lo v e - 
I n t e r e s t  in  M ich ae l's  w ork."

When speak ing  o f the  u p ro a r c re a te d  when the la d ie s  re-w orked 
th e  e x i s t in g  poems o f Sappho in to  t h e i r  volume LONG AGO, Miss



s tu rg e o n  g ives more c r i t i c a l  p r a is e  to  t h i s  book th an  to  any 
o th e r  M ichael F ie ld  work and e x p la in s  t h i s  by sa y in g : " . . . I t s
more s a t i s f y in g  In n e r  u n ity  no doubt a r i s e s  from th e  harmony 
th a t  e x is te d  between the p o e ts  and t h e i r  theme, Sappho."

One o f the M ichael F ie ld  dramas o f f e r s  t h i s  p e r f e c t  q u o ta tio n  
from which the  t i t l e  o f th i s  a r t i c l e  was tak en . In  A ct I I I ,  
Scene I I I ,  o f  THE TRAGEDY OP PARDON, a re  th e se  l in e s :

There I s  love
o f woman unto  woman. In  I t s  f ib r e  
S tro n g e r than  k n i t s  a m other to  h e r  c h i ld .
There I s  no lack  In  I t ,  and no d e fe c t ;
I t  looks nor up nor down.
But loves from p le n itu d e  to  p le n itu d e .

E a rly  in  I 9I I ,  Henry was a tta c k e d  by can cer and was nursed  by 
M ichael u n t i l  h e r  d eath  in  December, 1913 . I t  was I ro n ic  and 
t r a g ic  th a t  M ichael, to o , developed can cer, s ix  months b efo re  
the  d ea th  o f  Henry. But she swore h e r  d o c to r  and h e r c o n fe s ­
so r to  se c re c y . On th e  day o f  H enry 's f u n e ra l ,  she fa in te d  
from in te r n a l  hem orrhage. She d ied  In  Septem ber, 1911I.

I t  Is  notew orthy th a t  l i t e r a r y  h is to r y  o f f e r s  no example o f  so 
com plete a u n ity  In  the  work o f  a h e te ro se x u a l coup le .

- Gene Damon and Lee S tu a r t
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S F E 3 C I - A . I - i  N O T I C E S
- WHEN YOU MOVE? p le a se  n o t i f y  our C irc u la t io n  M anager. The

po stag e  r a te  used f o r  the  magazine does n o t p e rm it fo rw ard­
in g  even though your form er p o s t o f f ic e  may have your new 
a d d re s s . Avoid m issin g  any Is su e s !  Send your new address 
prom ptly  to  the  C irc u la t io n  Manager In  San F ra n c isc o .

FRAGMENTS PROM THE GREEK

Not fo r  you a re  the names o f  love
I  have g iven  o th e rs
s in c e  I  am fo rb id d en  to  love you.
T herefo re  your name
w il l  be m usic to  me when one says I t  suddenly 
and I  s h a l l  speak I t  w ith  s p e c ia l  meaning 
because I t  ho lds a l l  I  may no t t e l l  you.

L et me c len ch  my hands behind my back
wounding them w ith  my n a i ls
th a t  I  may n o t o f f e r  you c a re sse s
and l e t  my e y e lid s  f a l l
when you tu rn  your head to  me.
Only so can I  comport m yself b efo re  you 
as though you were no more to  me than o th e rs .

I f  t h i s  seem in d if fe re n c e
I  o f f e r  you In  your time o f sorrow
know th a t  my b re a th  I s  s t i l l e d  w ith  weeping fo r  you
and my bosom
ho lds sorrow  l ik e  a s to n e .

- V a le rie  T aylor

Someone I  could k is s  
Ifas l e f t  h i s ,  h e r 

tra c k s
A memory
Heavy as w in te r  b re a th in g  
In  the snow
And w ith  weight and h ea t 

o f human body.

-  E lls e  Cowen

OLDER WOMAN

And now th ese  sm all new h u r t in g  th in g s , 
nagging and vague - 
p e c u l ia r  to  my age.

W hiskery soon, and wispy?
Firm  le g s  gone shaky - su re  voice rangy? 
Maundering?

Then to  f e e l  t e a r f u l  and trem bly
a l l  through my slow-dimming human assembly?

0 Chance - l e t  no such p rep o ste ro u s  p lan  be favored  
b e fo re  a l l  o f  l i f e  I s  f u l ly  savored .

-  Blanche Small



The Heterosexual Q b s e S S i o n

A re c e n t  news s to ry  from South A fr ic a  s t a t e s  th a t  d o c to rs  In  a 
government m ental i n s t i t u t i o n  a re  b le a c h in g  two Chinese women 
w hite  so th a t  they  can be t r a n s f e r r e d  from the  Negro ward to  
the w hite ward to  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  c u re .

A lso in  the news o f  l a t e  i s  a ra sh  o f  s to r i e s  in  which a s s o r ­
te d  p s y c h o th e ra p is ts  to u t  "cu res"  f o r  hom osexuality , b o a s tin g  
th ey  have succeeded where o th e rs  have g iven  up. T h e ir methods 
in c o rp o ra te  some o f the  more advanced b ra inw ash ing  tech n iq u es 
re f in e d  by the Chinese on p r is o n e rs  o f  war in  K orea.

We who l iv e  o u ts id e  the code o f the South A fric a n  e s t a b l i s h ­
ment can see th a t  I t  I s  lu d ic ro u s , a r ro g a n t, c ru e l and s tu p id  
to  b leach  Chinese women w h ite , and th a t  i t  i s  be ing  done n o t ,  
as  a l le g e d , fo r  the good o f the  p a t i e n t s ,  bu t to  re in fo rc e  the 
myth o f  w hite s u p e r io r i ty .  The d o c to rs  a re  perfo rm ing  a r i t u ­
a l  aimed a t  r e - s t a t i n g  to  bo th  w hite and b lack  members o f the 
s o c ie ty  th a t  w hite i s  b e t t e r .  The Chinese women a re  in c id e n ­
t a l  v ic tim s in  th i s  r i t u a l  designed  to  re in fo rc e  the  o b sess io n  
o f  the group in  power.

I f  we tak e  o f f  our b l in k e r s  and look a t  our own s o c ie ty  o b je c t -  
t l v e ly ,  i t  becomes e v id e n t th a t  i t  i s  e q u a lly  o b sess iv e  and 
c ru e l  f o r  p s y c h o th e ra p is ts  to  s e t  them selves - w ith  e l e c t r i c  
shocks, e m e tic s , h u m ilia tio n , o r  the draw n-out m isery  o f  p sy ­
ch o a n a ly s is  -  to  ro o tin g  ou t hom osexuals' d eep es t p e r s o n a l i ty  
p a t te r n s  to  make them conform to  h e te ro se x u a l norms as a r b i ­
t r a r y  as th e  w hite supremacy dogma o f the South A frican  gov­
ernm ent, L ike the h a p le ss  Chinese l a d l e s ,  the  homosexual i s  
the v ic tim  o f our s o c ie ty 's  h y s te r ic a l  concern w ith  h e te ro s e x ­
u a l i t y  and i t s  re a d in e s s  to  use a l l  u n n a tu ra l means to  fo rce  
everyone in to  the p re sc r ib e d  sexual p a t t e r n .  L ike th e  Chinese 
la d le s  who a re  n e i th e r  b lack  no r w h ite , the homosexual who i s  
no t a h e te ro se x u a l male o r  fem ale i s  supposed to  be p ro cessed  
through a mad m achinery to  f i t  the  ru l in g  pow ers' fa n a tic ism  
fo r  symmetry.

Adding I n s u l t  to  in ju r y ,  the  members o f the p sy c h o lo g ic a l p ro ­
fe s s io n s  p re te n d , l ik e  th e  South A frican  d o c to rs , th a t  they  
a re  doing i t  f o r  the  homosexual’ s own good. In  the  w hite ward 
the  Chinese women w i l l  g e t b e t t e r  t re a tm e n t, and bein g  w hite 
i s  in  g e n e ra l an advantage In  the South A frican  s o c ie ty .  Here 
homosexuals a re  to ld  th a t  th ey  should  subm it to  "cure" to  make 
them h a p p ie r  in  a s o c ie ty  h o s t i l e  to  hom osexuality . But J u s t  
as the  r e a l  purpose o f  the South A frican s  i s  to  a s s e r t  the 
r ig h tn e s s  o f  w h iten ess , the p s y c h o th e ra p is ts  a re  i n s i s t i n g  on 
the  r ig h tn e s s  o f  t h e i r  s o c ie ty 's  h e te ro se x u a l b ia s .

The South A fric a n  d o c to rs  perform ing  t h e i r  b le a c h in g  a c t io n ,  
and th e  American p sy c h o th e ra p is ts  la b o r in g  to  tu rn  homosexuals 
in to  h e te ro s e x u a ls ,  have dropped the  mask o f  the o b je c tiv e

s c i e n t i f i c  t r u th - s e e k e r  and a re  f ra n k ly  a c t in g  as agen ts of 
the  s ta tu s  quo. By a c c e p tin g  the ru l in g  values o f the so c ie ty  
they  l iv e  i n ,  no m a tte r  how i r r a t i o n a l ,  and r a d ic a l ly  changing 
the p a t ie n ts  to  f i t  the s o c ie ty ,  they  become mere guard ians o f 
the o f f i c i a l  m o ra lity  and f o r f e i t  the p re s t ig e  of the s c ie n ­
t i s t ,  who seeks t r u th  wherever i t  l i e s ,  even i f  i t  undercu ts 
a l l  the  going dogmas o f Church and S ta te .

In  a most u n s c ie n t i f ic  manner, most p s y c h ia t r i s t s  and p sy ­
c h o lo g is ts  s t a r t  w ith  the assum ption th a t  what i s ,  i s  r ig h t .  
T h e ir " re se a rc h "  and " trea tm en t"  s ta y  w ell w ith in  the l im its  
o f  the s ta tu s  quo, as though we had a lre a d y  achieved  the b e s t 
o f a l l  p o s s ib le  w o rld s , where p ro g ress  i s  no lo n g er d e s ira b le  
o r p o s s ib le .  The a r b i t r a r y  c u r re n t d e f in i t io n s  o f male and 
fem ale ro le s  a re  t r e a te d  as sacred  and e te r n a l ,  and everyone 
must be re -sh ap ed  to  conform to  them. They Ignore the fa c t 
th a t  we a re  in  the m id st o f  a s o c ia l  re v o lu tio n  th a t  in c lu d es 
a r a d ic a l  r e -e v a lu a tio n  o f these  ro le s .

The v a rio u s  p sy ch o lo g ica l p ro fe s s io n s  were a l ib e r a t in g  fo rce  
in  the sexual re v o lu tio n  tr ig g e re d  by the f i r s t  V/orld Viar, but 
they  soon became re sp e c ta b le  and in s t i tu t io n a l i z e d  and a re  now 
r e a c t io n a r ie s  try in g  to  p rev en t the com pletion o f th a t  re v o lu ­
t io n .  The 19th  cen tu ry  gave us f re s h  hum anitarian  p o l i t i c a l  
and economic concepts and r e l ig io u s  sk ep tic ism . We in  th is  
cen tu ry  a re  s h o r t  on p o l i t i c a l  c r e a t i v i t y ,  but we a re  c lean in g  
ou t the o ld  f e s te r in g  sex  tab o o s. C o n tracep tio n , p re -m a r ita l  
r e l a t i o n s ,  d iv o rc e , a b o r t io n , m astu rb a tio n , sexual freedom fo r  
women, a d u l te ry  have been taken ou t from under V ic to r ia n  and 
P u r ita n  n ightm are b la n k e ts  and brought out in to  the f re sh  a i r  
o f  sane d is c u s s io n . There a re  p le n ty  o f  re a c tio n a ry  fo rces  
try in g  to  c l in g  to  the tab o o s , b u t e s s e n t i a l ly  the s ick  s p e l l  
has been broken.

Hom osexuality i s  one o f the l a s t  a re a s  v;here s u p e r s t i t io n  
r e ig n s ,  and i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  see how supposedly s c i e n t i f ­
i c a l l y - t r a in e d  people can be trapped  in  the same ben igh ted  
p re ju d ic e s  as the m a n - in - th e - s t r e e t .  In  the  l a s t  c en tu ry , 
re sp e c te d  m edical men warned schoolboys they  would go insane 
i f  th ey  m astu rb a ted . Today s im ila r  d i r e  th r e a ts  have been 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to  hom osexuality . P sy c h o th e ra p is ts  have cen te red  
t h e i r  re a r -g u a rd  a c t io n  on male and female i d e n t i t y ,  and homo­
sex u a ls  have been c a s u a l t ie s  in  th i s  l a s t - d i t c h  b a t t l e .

The f re n z ie d  pronouncements o f  some p s y c h ia t r i s t s  and p sy ch o l­
o g is ts  on the s u b je c t  o f hom osexuality  have l a t e l y  been coming 
ou t abou t once a month, p o s s ib ly  w ith  the f u l l  moon, and have 
an ev e r w ild e r  r in g . There a re  the m edieval trea tm en ts  by 
tho se  who give e l e c t r i c  shocks o r  em etics to  some unlucky gay 
boy w hile showing him p ic tu re s  o f handsome men. But my fa v o r­
i t e  a t  the moment i s  th e  group th e r a p is t  who re c e n tly  grabbed 
so many h e a d lin e s  w ith  the b o a s t th a t  he had made 12 o f  32 
male homosexuals p o s i t iv e ly  butch  by p u t t in g  them in  a l l - g a y  
th e rap y  groups. Among h is  " f in e  s u c c e s se s ,"  g lo a ts  the s c i ­
ence r e p o r te r  fo r  the San F ran c isco  C h ro n ic le , i s  "a t r a n s ­
v e s t i t e  who was a te a c h e r  in  a boys' reform  sch o o l; he i s  now 
the  foreman o f a c o n s tru c tio n  crew ," and, chuckles the d o c to r , 
" '.g e t t in g  tougher a l l  the  tim e " ."



These s o -c a l le d  s c i e n t i s t s  indu lge  in  some f a r - o u t  f a n ta s ie s  
in  t h e i r  l u s t  to  promote a "cu re" fo r  the unlucky homosexual. 
T h e ir  case s tu d ie s  a l l  have a s im i la r  f a i r y - t a l e  { i f  y o u 'l l  
pardon the  ex p ress io n ) en d in g , l ik e  an o ld  Hollywood movie in  
which the happy couple k is s e s  and goes o f f  in to  the d is ta n c e  
as trium phan t music p la y s  and "The End" f la s h e s  on the  s c re e n . 
But one o f  the reaso n s fo r  the  dow nfall o f  Hollywood movies 
was th a t  a m atu ring  p u b lic  began to  su sp e c t th a t  the  r e a l  
t r o u b le s ,  no t happ iness ev e r a f t e r ,  fo llow ed the fad eo u t k i s s .  
Yet the n a iv e te  o f the p sy c h o th e ra p is ts  p e r s i s t s .  T h e ir  s t o ­
r i e s  end w ith  2 , 12, o r  29 ( i t ' s  never been more) p a t ie n ts  who 
a re  "cured" and g e t m arried  and l iv e  h ap p ily  ev e r a f t e r .

Now a p a t i e n t  who has won the  p s y c h i a t r i s t 's  a f f e c t io n  and 
app roval by g iv in g  him a "cu re" he can p u b l is h ,  w i l l  t r y  to  
co n tin u e  w inning th a t  app roval as long  as p o s s ib le .  He a ls o  
wants to  j u s t i f y  h is  own Investm ent o f  agony and c a sh . So fo r  
a time he w i l l  go around in  a f a ls e  euphoric  glow, b o ls te re d  
by the  d o c to r 's  p le a su re  in  h is  ovm su c e ss . But i f  you 've 
e v e r known any o f  th ese  "cured" homosexuals in t im a te ly ,  you 
know th a t  the "cu re" in  f a c t  o f te n  ends in  d read fu l c o n f l i c t ,  
because t h e i r  r e a l  homosexual p e r s o n a l i ty  s t r u c tu r e  u s u a lly  
a s s e r t s  I t s e l f  -  no t to  m ention the  new co m p lica tio n s o f  an 
unhappy spouse and c h ild re n .

I t  used to  be p o p u la r to  tu rn  le f t-h a n d e d  c h ild re n  r i g h t -  
handed. in  the  same c ru e l s p i r i t  o f  making them conform to  the 

norm, u n l t l  d o c to rs  r e a l iz e d  the  "cure" r e s u l te d  in  s t u t t e r -  
in g , b ed -w e ttin g  and worse symptoms. Im agine the  m ed ical b ru -  

try in g  to  b l a s t  ou t som ething so much more b a s ic  as 
the deep ro o ts  o f  homosexual f e e l in g .  T his Job i s  undertaken  
by the p s y c h ia t r i s t  in  a s p i r i t  in  which "th erap y " moves i n -  
s ld lo u s ly  c lo se  to  sadism , A new book by Dr. D aniel Cappon 
f i l l e d  w ith  such gems o f knowledge as th e  s ta tem en t th a t  homo­
sex u a ls  f a v o r i te  c o lo r  i s  yellow  (a s  i s  c o in c id e n ta l ly  the

J a c k e t, which o f f e r s  "hope f o r  those  
condemned to  a l i f e t im e  o f  sexual d e v ia n c e ") , c o n ta in s  an 
in s p ir e d  moment o f s e l f - i n s i g h t  by a p s y c h ia t r i s t :
"The q u e s tio n  may a r i s e ;  At what c o s t  s a lv a tio n ?  At wnat 
c o s t  norm alcy? And o th e r  q u e s tio n s  must be asked : For whose
sake must th i s  c o s t be met? For the sake o f  s o c ie ty  which s e t  
th e  o r ig in a l  s ta n d a rd s?  For the  sake o f  the t h e r a p i s t ,  as a 
dem onstra tion  o f  h is  prowess? Or fo r  the sake o f the p a t ie n t?  
The answ ers a re  ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t . "

But t h i s  d o e s n 't  s to p  the  doughty d o c to r  from Jxanping in  to  
g ive  them. He goes on: "And how can one gauge the  c o s t which
th e  ga in  o f  normalcy would J u s t i fy ?  E s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  t h i s  i s  
a c o s t  to  a n o th e r , th e  p a t i e n t . "

Then w ith  a bravado d ese rv in g  o f  a m i l i t a r y  m edal, he goes on: 
" I t  i s  no t e n t i r e ly  f a i r  to  back down a t  the p o in t  when the  
c o s t  must be p u t in  ba lance  w ith  the  g a in , and say to  the  p a ­
t i e n t ,  ' I t  i s  up to  you w hether you f e e l  you can pay th e  p r ic e  
o f  n o m a lc y . ' The p a t i e n t  i s  n o t y e t  in  a p o s i t io n  to  e s t i ­
mate th e  b e n e f i t .  . . .H e  w i l l  have to  take  the  t h e r a p i s t 's  word

about th i s  n irv an a  o f norm alcy and i t s  v a lu e . Yet the p a t i e n t  
w i l l  have to  do the p a y in g . . . .  I s  i t  worth l i f e  I t s e l f ?  I s  
i t  worth r i s k in g  the l i f e  o f  a homosexual p a t ie n t  in  the hope 
o f  g a in in g  h is  o r h e r normalcy? I t  may be. One cannot know."

B rav e ly , he b e lie v e s  in  going ahead and see in g  what happens. 
This " r is k in g  your l i f e  h u r ts  me more than i t  h u r ts  you" a p ­
p roach  i s  Indeed h u m an ita rian . Note how i t  has become the 
fa sh io n  among th ese  fe llow s to  drop the p re te n s e , lou d ly  p ro ­
claim ed u n i t l  now, th a t  the  th e r a p is t  d o e s n 't  t e l l  the p a t ie n t  
what to  do, th a t  each in d iv id u a l p a t ie n t  chooses h is  own p a th . 
A ll types o f th e rap y  have always been s u b t ly ,  i f  no t openly , 
d i r e c t iv e ,  because they  assume th e  norms o f s o c ie ty  are  the 
c o r re c t  ones and the d o c to r and p a t ie n t  s e t  ou t to  " fin d  out" 
why the  p a t i e n t  d o e s n 't  conform. Once he "u n d e rs tan d s ,"  he 
J u s t  n a tu r a l ly  changes h is  a t t i t u d e .  The e x p l i c i t  coerc ion  in  
the new "cu res" being  prom ulgated i s  som ething o f  an advance 
over the  sneaky d o u b le - ta lk  th a t  has p re v a ile d  up to  now.

I t ' s  a good d ea l as though a d e n t i s t  were to  s e t  up a model o f 
the p e r f e c t  mouth, and look w ith  h o rro r  a t  h is  p a t i e n t s ' te e th  
and dec ide  i t  would be b e s t  to  draw them out and s u b s t i tu te  
f a ls e  te e th  th a t  would f i t  h is  " c o rre c t"  model. Now everyone 
knows th a t  im p erfec t r e a l  te e th  work b e t t e r  than f a ls e  te e th ,  
and n a tu re  makes i t s  own ad justm en ts so the im p erfec t n a tu ra l  
mouth i s  q u ite  e f f i c i e n t .  In  f a c t  i t  i s  conceivab le  th a t  a 
d e n t i s t  m ight work up a m echanical model o f a mouth th a t  could 
be co n sid e red  id e a l  by gen era l consensus through the a g e s , bu t 
the p sy c h o th e ra p is t  can only s e t  up a h ig h ly  s u b je c tiv e  p sy ­
c h o lo g ic a l model o f  a male and a female who m ight e a s i ly  be 
co n sid ered  r e v o l t in g  c h a ra c te rs  by many o th e r  peop le . I  would 
c e r ta in ly  h a te  to  be stu ck  in  a s t a l l e d  e le v a to r  w ith any of 
Dr. Cappon's o r  B le b e r 's  o r A lb e rt E l l i s ' s  id e a l  c re a tu re s .

The p s y c h o th e ra p is ts  who "cure" homosexuals a re  matched in  
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by the  p sy ch o lo g ica l re se a rc h e rs  w ith t h e i r  
p a ra p h e rn a lia  o f q u e s tio n n a ire s  and com puters. They too  u su ­
a l l y  go on the  u n s c ie n t i f ic  assum ption th a t  the ro le s  o f  male 
and female have been fo re v e r  d e f in e d , and th a t  th a t  b a s tio n  o f 
bou rgeo is s a n c t i ty .  The Fam ily, i s  fix ed  perm anently  in  i t s  
p re s e n t mold. Where a tru e  s c i e n t i f i c  approach would q u es tio n  
why we have fix e d  on th ese  p a r t i c u l a r  p sy ch o lo g ica l and s o c ia l  
models o f  sex u a l b eh av io r, the ty p ic a l  p sy c h o lo g is t today asks 
"What makes a homosexual?" T h e ir b a s ic  concept i s  th a t  they  
should  be in v e s t ig a t in g  d e v ia te s  from the norm to  f in d  out how 
th ey  go t th a t  way so th a t  a t  l e a s t  we can keep c h ild re n  from 
d e v ia tin g  th a t  way in  the fu tu re .

This i s  frank  s o c ia l  m an ip u la tio n . " S c ie n t i f ic  re se a rc h "  i s  
reduced to  lo o k in g  fo r  ways to  b r in g  m avericks in to  l in e  w ith 
the accep ted  id eas  o f  c o r re c t  b eh av io r. The n o t- s o - s u b tle  
in f lu e n c e  o f the a d v e r t is in g  b u s in e s s , which uses s im ila r  r e ­
se a rc h  on consumer m o tiv a tio n , reek s from the  brainw ashing 
m e n ta li ty  o f  these  " s c ie n t i s t s "  who a re  happy to  lend  th e i r  
t a l e n t s  e q u a lly  fo r  the "understand ing" hence "p reven tion" of 
s o c ia l  d e v ia tio n s  and fo r  brow beating  consumers in to  buying 
c ig a r e t t e s  and o th e r  th in g s  th a t  a re  good fo r  them.



A c tu a lly , the  in fo rm a tio n  th ey  o f f e r  i s  n o t even a c c u ra te  b e ­
cause the  way th ey  s e t  up the q u e s tio n s , ta b u la te  the answers 
and ana ly ze  the  r e s u l t s  makes t h e i r  " re se a rc h "  m erely  a m a tte r  
o f  throw ing the going c l ic h e s  in to  the  hopper and ta k in g  them 
ou t a g a in  In  the form o f s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b le s .

While th ese  re s e a rc h e rs  ask no r a d ic a l  q u e s tio n s  abou t how we 
a r r iv e d  a t  our c u r re n t  concepts o f male and fem ale r o l e s ,  and 
w hether th ese  concepts a re  s t i l l  a p p ro p r ia te ,  the  above-men­
tio n ed  Dr. Cappon knows th e r e 's  no p o in t  in  such I n q u i r ie s .  
Males must be se x u a lly  a g g re ss iv e  and fem ales s e x u a lly  subm is­
s iv e ,  he s t a te s  f i m l y ,  and he t e l l s  us he s e ts  out to  make 
them th a t  way, even i f  the tre a tm e n t shou ld  k i l l  them. This 
r a th e r  grim  s t r i c t u r e  seems ou t o f p lace  In  an e n lig h te n e d  
e r a .  Why s h o u ld n 't  a m ale, h e te ro  o r homo, take a p a ss iv e  
sex u a l r o l e ,  and a fem ale, h e te ro  o r  homo, take an  a c t iv e  one, 
i f  t h a t 's  what comes n a tu ra l ly ?  T his would s e r io u s ly  u p se t 
the o rd e r o f Dr. Cappon's u n iv e rse .

I t  w i l l  come as a sev ere  blow to Dr, Cappon, as to  h is  c o h o r ts , 
th a t  the  younger g e n e ra tio n  has go t ou t o f  hand on th i s  m at­
t e r .  N o v e lis t John Knowles, d e s c r ib in g  In  New York Times Book 
Review h is  s ta y  as w r l te r - ln - r e s ld e n c e  a t  an E a s te rn  C o lleg e , 
no tes th a t  the p s y c h ia t r i s t s  th e re  to ld  him th e  c h ie f  problem  
o f s tu d e n ts  I s  " th e i r  sex u a l i d e n t i t y . "  T ra n s la te d  from the 
d o c to rs ' pompous language and p o in t o f  view , th i s  m erely con­
firm s what everyone can se e . The younger g e n e ra tio n , d is e n ­
chanted  w ith  most o f the v a lu es  o ffe re d  by a h a r d - s e l l  s o c i ­
e ty ,  i s  re fu s in g  to  be clamped In to  the s t r a l t j a c k e t  o f  the 
m asculine and fem inine ro le s  as d e fin ed  by i t s  e ld e r s .

Prom the  more advanced campuses a l l  over the c o u n try , we a re  
h e a r in g  the  howls o f  a n g u ish , augmented by the mass m edia, 
w ith  which the h y p o c rite  e ld e rs  watch the new g e n e ra tio n  I g ­
nore the  o f f i c i a l  m oral s t r u c tu r e  and r e s i s t  be ing  p ro cessed  
in to  the  s o c ia l  m achine. The s tu d e n ts  are  perfo rm ing  a h ig h ly  
m oral and s o c ia l ly  n ec e ssa ry  re v o lu tio n  in  vjhlch they  a re  t r y ­
in g  to  f e e l  ou t t h e i r  own r e a l  responses in  a p re fa b , im per­
so n a l w orld . The sexual e x p lo ra t io n , and r e f u s a l  o f  outmoded 
i d e n t i t i e s ,  re v e a l them selves In  the extrem e changes In  d re ss  
and h a i r  s ty le s  ta k in g  p lace  on an in te r n a t io n a l  sc a le  among 
boys, who a re  p o in te d ly  r e je c t in g  the  c le a n -c u t  male lo ok .
This I s  n o t to  say  th e y 'r e  a l l  becoming hom osexual, bu t th a t  
t h e i r  e ld e r s ' o b sessio n  w ith  m a sc u lin ity  I s  p a s se .

As a c o r o l la r y ,  hom osexuality  i s  becoming accep ted  in  a m at­
t e r - o f - f a c t  way, w ith o u t stigm a o r g u i l t  a t ta c h e d , by bo th  
s t r a i g h t  and gay young p eo p le . On any s o p h is t ic a te d  campus 
to d ay , the s tu d e n ts  a re  f a r  ahead o f  the  te a c h e rs  In  t h e i r  
"coo l"  a t t i t u d e  toward hom osexuality . They see hom osexuals 
as peop le  who a re  both  l ik e  and u n lik e  them selves in  v a rio u s  
ways. They a r e n 't  so w o rried  about t h e i r  own a b i t i t y  to  p la y  
the r i g i d  sex u a l ro le s  as s e t  up by the  a d u l t s .

I t  i s  no t on ly  the  young who a re  d isen ch an ted  w ith  the  sex u a l 
s t a tu s  quo. I t  i s  s a id  th e  o f  p s y c h o th e ra p is ts ' p r iv a te  
p a t i e n t s  a re  young m id d le -c la s s  women. I t  I s  n o t only  because 
th e se  women have th e  money and the  le is u r e  to  be d i s s a t i s f i e d

and to  go to  the th e r a p is t  - i t  i s  a ls o  because they  a re  m is­
e ra b le  In  the "fem inine ro le "  and too brainw ashed and hampered 
by s o c ia l  taboos to  f ig h t  t h e i r  way to  some new form. The 
th e r a p i s t  takes t h e i r  money, ta lk s  to  them about t h e i r  orgasm, 
o r r a th e r  t h e i r  f r i g i d i t y ,  and perhaps helps them move on from 
one w e ll-h e e le d  husband to  a n o th e r , vjhlch keeps them busy.

There a re  as many m alcon ten ts and s p i r i t u a l  dropouts among 
men, who go through t h e i r  paces in  the normal ro le s  o f h u s­
band, f a th e r ,  wage e a rn e r  and mortgage owner, and y e t a re  l e f t  
f e e l in g  empty. In s te a d  o f ta lk in g  about "c lo se -b in d in g  mother 
f ig u re s "  on the one hand and " e x i s t e n t i a l  d e sp a ir"  on the o th ­
e r ,  the p sy ch o lo g ica l p ro fe ss io n s  should peep in  and i n v e s t i ­
ga te  w hether these  men a r e n 't  s t i f l i n g  in  t h e i r  "male" s t r a i t -  
ja c k e ts  .

Some homophile o rg a n iz a tio n s  have m istak en ly  and m a so c h is tic ­
a l l y  p e rm itte d  them selves to  be used as a p la tfo rm  from which 
p sy c h o th e ra p is ts  could p roclaim  the "moral d isea se  o f homosex­
u a l i ty "  - as the aforem entioned Dr. Cappon so e lo q u e n tly  p u ts 
i t -  and drum up ju s tn e s s  fo r  them selves. I t ' s  time to  stop  
co n cu rrin g  in  the "s ick "  stigm a w ith  which some of those in  
the p sy ch o lo g ica l p ro fe ss io n s  p o llu te  the  g enera l c lim ate  o f 
o p in ion  as they  promote homosexual "cures" designed to  s e l l  
books o r p ro cu re  p a t i e n t s .

A l i b e r a l  m in is te r  agreed when I  complained re c e n t ly  th a t  the 
c le rg y , a long  w ith  the l a i t y ,  has been t o t a l l y  bamboozled by 
p s y c h ia t r i s t s  l ik e  Dr, Cappon, p e rm ittin g  them to  confuse the 
b a s ic  is s u e s  on hom osexuality  by m ixing up the c a te g o r ie s  of 
m o ra lity  and d is e a s e . They a rro g a te  to  them selves the ro le s  
o f  b o th  p r i e s t  and d o c to r by s u b s t i tu t in g  the  word "s ick "  fo r  
the word "s in "  in  gunning a f t e r  hom osexuals. This m in is te r  
ag reed  b u t a ssu red  me, "T h a t 's  a l l  o v e r. E v ery th ing  was p sy ­
c h ia t ry  in  the p a s t  decade, bu t now t h a t 's  'o u t ' and s o c ia l  
a c tio n  i s  ' i n ' ."

Homophile groups may w ell take t h e i r  cue from th is  new s ty le  
In  the c l e r i c a l  realm , which goes a long  w ith  the m ainstream  of 
s o c ia l  a c t io n  fo r  human r ig h ts  th roughout our s o c ie ty .  I t ' s  
tim e to  move, as o rg a n iz a tio n s , out o f  the s t i f l i n g ,  moldy, 
s e lf - to rm e n tin g  atm osphere o f  the p s y c h o th e ra p is t 's  o f f ic e  and 
in to  the  open f re sh  a i r  o f p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  to  work fo r  c i v i l  
and human r ig h ts  fo r  homosexuals - in  changed law s, government 
jo b s , p r iv a te  c iv i l i z e d  c lubs fo r  m eeting p la c e s ,  and o th e r  
p r a c t i c a l  a r e a s ,  Homophile groups too  should jo in  the m ain­
stream  o f our centiary  in  demanding ihuraan r ig h ts  and. r a t io n a l  
a t t i t u d e s  to  sex r o le s .

The South A frican  government h y s te r ic a l ly  b leaches two Chinese 
women w hite to  a s s e r t  i t s  outmoded p r in c ip le s  as i t  f e e ls  the 
t id e  o f  h is to r y  th re a te n in g  to  sweep away those v a lu e s . P e r­
haps th e  n o ise s  be ing  made by the h e te ro se x u a l suprem acists  
In d ic a te  they  f e e l  the  same t id e  i s  g e t t in g  ready to  wash them 
away w ith  the  o th e r  o ld , life -h a m p e rin g , s o c ia l ly  d e s tru c tiv e  
d e b r i s .

- L. E. E.



The Bosom Theorq
OP MASCULINITY-FEMININITY IN LESBIANISM

L n n m n i t h e  o u ts e t  o f  th i s  p a p e r f o r  i t s  p a te n t  
in co m p le ten ess . Though I  have ex p lo red  the  th e o ry  d iscu ssed  

monograph fo r  a lm ost e ig h te e n  y ea rs  and pondered I t s  
deep r a m if ic a t io n s ,  I  have w ith h e ld  p u b lic a t io n  in  the  hope o f  
p re s e n tin g  a more f u l l y  s i^ p o r te d  h y p o th e s is . D esp ite  my l i n ­
g e rin g  fe a rs  th a t  th i s  p re s e n t  b r i e f  account o f my work i s  
prem ature I  bow to  the  adv ice  o f  my co lleag u es  th a t  such mo­
mentous f in d in g s  should  no lo n g e r be den ied  the w orld .

L n u I L l n r i ? ^ “̂ h ere  from my more te c h n ic a l  p a p e r , s t i l l  in  
nrv  L  re n d e r  th e  essence o f  my th e -
f o í l L ^ ^ í c  language so th a t  the laywoman can
r e f e r e n t !  ^ fOOthOteS and
l l t v  th a rn o ^ f^ n f^ ^ ^ ^  w orks, though I  must s t a t e  in  a l l  huml- 
■ H th work i s  new and o r ig in a l .  THE LADDER,

m a te r ia l  and p a s s io n a te  i n t e r e s t  in  the  broad
o u t le t  fo r  th i s  modest summa­tio n  o f  my re se a rc h  to  d a te .

«  r e l a t e  how the germ o f th i s  th eo ry
f i r s t  came to  me, and how I  s e t  ab o u t to  t e s t  i t  w ith  r ig id
o u i s e " t ^ t a t e  the  t h e o ^  H^tL o u ts e t  in  i t s  p r e s e n t ,  f u l ly  developed form, fo llow ed bv
woman^t c h a r t s ,  and ta b le s  (a  procedure  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  t L  la y -
cou rse^  ^ decided  to  fo llow  an h i s t o r i c a l ^
c o u rse , i f  I  may c a l l  i t  t h a t .  i  s h a l l  t e l l  the  s to ry  o f th is  

re se a rc h  j u s t  as i t  happened, thus add ing  a measure 
o therw ise  become a n o th e r d u l l  s c le n -  

^ m entioned above, I  s h a l l  be as b r i e f  as 
p o s s ib le ,  b u t n o t a t  the expense o f  c l a r i t y .

mv ^ have been in te r e s te d  in  le sb ian ism  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l
my l i f e  p o s s ib ly  because I  am a le s b ia n ,  though I  do no t fo r

s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod. I  was w ell tr a in e d  In  th a t  method a l l  du r- 
ng my underg raduate  y e a rs , (G lo rio u s , e x c i t in g  years they  

w ere .) D uring my g radua te  y ea rs  ( th e  WAC, odd j o L  such as 
s t r e e t c a r  motorwoman, peach p i t t e r ,  r a i s i n  packer) I  n a tu r a l ly  

?°r.® chosen f i e l d .  I t  was d u rin g  the g rav e-

bo th  v a r i e t i e s  a t  the  f a c to ry . While I  was id ly  rum ina ting  
abo u t n o th in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  suddenly  occu rred  to  me th a t  
b u tches were b ig  b re a s te d , and femmes J u s t  the  o p p o s itL  hJ w

odd, I  thought as I  to ssed  fo u r more ketchup b o t t l e s  In to  a 
c a r to n . One would th in k  I t  would be q u ite  the o th e r  way 
around. I  was e x c ite d  - I n t e l l e c tu a l ly ,  you un d erstan d . Many 
q u estio n s  came to  mind. By the time my s h i f t  ended I  knew my 
immediate co u rse . I  must g a th e r more d a ta . Perhaps my f la s h  
o f  in s ig h t  was wrong; I  had no t r e a l ly  been aware o f  making 
th ese  o b se rv a tio n s .

My f i r s t  d e ta i le d  o b se rv a tio n s  v;ere com pletely  re a s s u r in g . I  
am o m ittin g  my ta b u la t io n s ,  as I  b e lie v e  I  s ta te d  su p ra . But 
I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  my sample o f  le sb ia n s  was sm a ll, too sm a ll, my 
c a lc u la t io n s  to ld  me, fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  And then I  
changed Jo bs, my love a f f a i r  broke up , and somehow th is  whole 
f a s c in a t in g  problem f e l l  dormant In my mind. Of co u rse , I 
con tinued  w ith  casu a l o b se rv a tio n s . Having acq u ired  the hab­
i t ,  I  found I t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b reak . I  to ld  no one o f  my r e ­
se a rc h . I  in s t i n c t iv e ly  f e l t  i t  was a taboo s u b je c t .  I  knew 
I  had made a g re a t  b reakthrough and was aware th a t  many g re a t 
d e sco v e rle s  have been r id ic u le d  a t  f i r s t .  I  must confess th a t  
in  tho se  days I  was more s e n s i t iv e  to  such la u g h te r  than  I  am 
now. Then some y ea rs  l a t e r ,  i t  occurred  to  me th a t  the Rus­
s ia n s  m ight claim  a f i r s t  in  th i s  f i e ld  and I  had b e t t e r  ge t 
back to  work.

I  was most fo r tu n a te  a t  th a t  time In  a c q u ir in g  a r e l i a b le  a s ­
s i s t a n t .  Between u s , we p r e t ty  w ell covered the cou n try . Now 
b efo re  I  d isc u ss  my more re f in e d  d a ta  and o ccas io n a l p u zz lin g  
c a se s , I  would l ik e  to  say a word about the m a tte r  o f ob serv a­
t io n  I t s e l f .  S iz in g  b re a s t  s iz e  I s  no t as easy  as i t  
seems. The obvious way - g e t t in g  in  bed w ith  the  g i r l  and 
thus combining t a c t i l e  w ith  v is u a l evidence - i s  much too  lim ­
i te d  a means. The method o f a sk in g  "W hat's your cup s iz e ? "  
can be em barrassing  to  bo th  su b je c t and re s e a rc h e r . B esides 
I t  I s  n o t too  a c c u ra te , s in ce  some p r e f e r  to  s t u f f  a g re a t 
d ea l In to  a sm all cup and v ice  v e rs a , no t to  m ention those who 
shun b ra s  a l to g e th e r .  In  the long ru n , I  have found the Ju d i­
c ious look to  be the b e s t  method. One must be c a r e fu l ,  how­
e v e r , n o t to  be caught s ta r in g .  I  f in d  I t  ad v isa b le  to  double 
and t r i p l e  check; sometimes the f i r s t  glance y ie ld s  equivocal 
o r e rroneous ev idence . So much fo r  b re a s t  s iz e .

Now we come to  the very  complex q u es tio n  o f  butch  and femme. 
The th e o ry , remember, s ta te d  as i t  s tan d s  so f a r .  I s  th a t  
bu tches a re  b ig  b re a s te d  and femmes a re  sm all b re a s te d . For 
the  sake o f  b r e v i ty .  I f  no t co n fu sio n , h en ce fo rth :

BB s tan d s  fo r  b ig  b re a s te d  b u tch ; 
bP s tan d s fo r  sm all b re a s te d  femme, 
bB stan d s fo r  sm all b re a s te d  bu tch ;
BP stan d s fo r  b ig  b re a s te d  femme.

(L a te r  re se a rc h  d id  tu rn  up what m ight a t  f i r s t  be considered  
bB 's and B F 's . See I n f r a . )

I  m ight be tem pted to  say  offhand th a t  the p o sse sso r o f  la rg e  
b re a s ts  i s  bu tch  (B ). To guard a g a in s t  such e r r o r s ,  I  f i r s t  
observe the  whole g i r l .  Assuming h e r to  be some k ind  o f  l e s ­
b ia n , I  make a t e n ta t iv e  c a te g o r iz a tio n  as to  B o r F . Beware
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o f  obvious c r i t e r i a  such as h a i r c u t ,  s ty le  o f d r e s s ,  exag­
g e ra te d  m annerism s, and th e  s u b je c t 's  own o p in io n . What I s  
l e f t ?  As o th e rs  are  working on th i s  v i t a l  problem , I  s h a l l  
no t pause to  review  t h e i r  I n te r e s t in g  c o n c lu s io n s . S u ff ic e  I t  
to  say  th a t  th e  e x p e r t  eye seldom e r r s .

liow to  the  vexing  q u e s tio n  o f  bB 's and BF*s. An in t e r e s t in g  
case came to  l i g h t  some y ea rs  ago. She was o b v io u sly  a BB and 
caused me no qualm s. But she was a very  f a t  g i r l .  When I  saw 
th i s  BB a few y ea rs  l a t e r ,  she had l o s t  a l o t  o f  w eight and 
tended  toward a bB, Something was wrong, and I  fe a re d  fo r  my 
th e o ry . To my g re a t  r e l i e f  she l a t e r  became a bF. T his whole 
m a tte r  o f  o b e s ity  as I t  a p p lie s  to  b r e a s t  s iz e  needs f u r th e r  
s tu d y . N e v e rth e le ss , fo r  a tim e th e re  appeared  to  be enough 
bB 's and B F 's to  c a s t  doubt upon the v a l id i t y  o f  my th e o ry . 
They could  n o t sim ply  be d ism issed  as the  ex cep tio n s  th a t  
prove the  r u le .  Some c o lle a g u e s  had even d isc a rd e d  my e n t i r e  
work on the  slim  ground.

I  soon r e a l iz e d  th a t  what was needed was a more profound ap ­
p ro ach . I  n o tic e d  a few y ea rs  ago th a t  th e re  were f a r  more 
B 's  than  P 's ,  a r a th e r  u n n a tu ra l and d e p lo ra b le  ( f o r  B 's ,  th a t  
i s )  s i t u a t io n .  My th eo ry  o ffe re d  an e x p la n a tio n : namely,
th e re  only  seem to  be more B 's !  As we a l l  know, most le s b ia n s  
f e e l  m a sc u lin e to w a rd  s t r a ig h t  women. This In  tu rn  le a d s  them 
to  th in k  o f them selves as B 's ,  w hether th ey  a re  o r n o t .  I t  i s  
j u s t  here  th a t  the  r e a l  beau ty  o f  ray th e o ry  becomes a p p a re n t. 
As w ith  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  law s, i t  I s  the  a b i l i t y  to  p r e d ic t  th a t  
g iv es  them v a lu e . A c tu a lly  th e re  a re  no r e a l  b B 's . A bB i s  
m erely  a mlxed-up bP. And, though l e s s  common, th e re  a re  ap ­
p a re n t B F 's who a re  In  f a c t  B B 's . What a boon t h i s  d isco v e ry  
I s  to  le sb la n k ln d !  As b r e a s t  measurement i s  p e r f e c te d ,  w heth­
e r  one Is  B o r F can be determ ined  in  a t r i c e .

As I  s ta te d  a t  th e  o u t s e t ,  t h i s  resume i s  sad ly  Incom ple te , 
and I  have d e l ib e r a te ly  o v e rs im p lif ie d  in  o rd e r n o t to  burden 
the  re a d e r  w ith  te c h n ic a l  s u b t l e t i e s .  And th e re  i s  so much 
more to  be done. There i s  the v a s t a re a  o f  the  medium s iz e d  
b r e a s t .  I s  one so acco u te red  n e i th e r  B n o r F, o r  both? And 
why on e a r th  should  B 's  be b ig  b re a s te d  in  the  f i r s t  p lace?
I s  i t  th a t  le s b ia n s  a re  more o r l e s s  upside-dow n anyway?

- R ita  Laporte

Cross-currents
The c u r re n t crop o f  newspaper fe a tu re s  about hom osexuality  
s i g n i f i e s ,  more than an y th ing  e l s e ,  th a t  the p u b lic  I s  hungry 
to  read  about "Those O th e rs ,"  as one paper t i t l e d  i t s  s e r ie s .

The most a s tu t e ,  as w ell as most e x te n s iv e , coverage so f a r  in  
U, S. p ap ers  appeared  In  the 'Washington POST in  F ebruary . The 
f iv e  a r t i c l e s  were r e p r in te d  in  the Providence SUN-JOURMAL,
The POST's survey  o f  the c o n f l ic t in g  "ex p ert"  views o f homo­
s e x u a l i ty  i s  one o f the  most comprehensive nin-downs in  p r in t  
anywhere and tak es  up much of the s e r i e s ' 285 column inches of 
sp ace . But s t a f f e r  Jean White a ls o  Included  a g re a t dea l o f 
m a te r ia l  ( p a r t l y  from In te rv iew s w ith  hom osexuals. In c lu d in g  
members o f W ashington M attachlne S o c ie ty ) about homosexuals' 
problem s w ith  the  law , job d is c r im in a tio n , and e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  
s o c ia l  s tig m a. The f in a l  a r t i c l e  co n cen tra ted  on the govern­
m en t's  anti-hom osexual p o l ic ie s  and emphasized ch a llen g es to  
the  governm ent's p o s i t io n  by the  N atio n a l C a p ita l Area C iv il 
L ib e r t ie s  Union, the  American Mental H ealth  Foundation , and 
the  Group f o r  the  Advancement o f  P sy c h ia try , which noted  th a t  
"In the  governm ental as w ell as in  c iv i l i a n  l i f e ,  homosexuals 
have fu n c tio n ed  w ith  d i s t in c t io n  and w ithou t d is ru p tio n  o f mo­
r a le  o r e f f ic ie n c y "  and suggested  th a t  problems in v o lv in g  homo­
sex u a ls  "be examined on an in d iv id u a l b a s is ,  c o n s id e rin g  the 
p lace  and c ircu m stan ces , r a th e r  than  from in f le x ib le  r u l e s . "

Lesbianism  -  u s u a lly  g iven  token m ention i f  any in  the news­
paper f e a tu re s  - was the  focus o f an u n fo r tu n a te ly  b r i e f  and 
s u p e r f ic ia l  p a i r  o f a r t i c l e s  in  January  in  the New York WORLD- 
TELEGRAM AND SUN. S ta f f  w r i te r  Nina McCain d id  c o n ta c t Daugh­
te r s  o f B l l l t l s ,  and h e r  second a r t i c l e  i s  c h ie f ly  a re p o r t  o f 
h e r  v i s i t  to  DOB's New York C hap ter. Yet she concluded th is  
w rite -u p  w ith  p s y c h ia t r i s t s ' op in ions o f  the  DOB o rg a n iz a tio n . 
Mrs. M cCain's on ly  o th e r  re se a rc h  on the  w ide-open s u b je c t o f 
le sb ian ism  a p p a re n tly  went l i t t l e  f u r th e r  than the "ex p e rts"  
a lre a d y  g a rn e red  by the r iv a l  New York TIMES. N otable excep­
t io n  was h e r re fe re n c e  to  Reverend R obert W. Wood (a u th o r  o f 
CHRIST AND THE HOMOSEXUAL) whom she quoted on perm anent r e l a ­
t io n s h ip s  between le s b ia n s :  "We need more love in  the  world,
and I f  th e se  unions g en era te  lo v e , t h a t 's  a l l  to  the good."

The Denver POST launched I t s  3 -p a r t  s e r ie s  In  February  w ith  a 
n o tic e  from th e  e d i to r  th a t  "hom osexuality i s  a to p ic  which i s  
a t  a l l  tim es d i s t a s t e f u l  fo r  p u b lic  d is c u s s io n ."  But ta c k le  
i t  he m ust, because " 'M il i ta n t  M in o rity ' Poses S erious Problem 
fo r  S o c ie ty ,"  acco rd in g  to  the  opening h e a d lin e . The r e p o r te r  
began w ith  quo tes from lo c a l  clergym en, then  h u rr ie d  to  mix In  
p o lic e  s ta te m e n ts , names and ad d resses  o f  Denver d e a le rs  In  
p in -u p s  f o r  a l l  t a s t e s ,  p a ss in g  m ention o f  homophlle groups 
In c lu d in g  DOB, and comments on the v e n e re a l-d is e a se  problem . 
"Trouble a t  the YMCA" was announced as the POST's angle fo r  
the  coming second a r t i c l e  on hom osexuality . As the  r e p o r te r  
h im se lf  observed: " th is  s e r i e s . . . I s  no t p le a s a n t read in g .



Over In  England, t h e r e 's  a com plete ly  d i f f e r e n t  tone to  the 
newspaper p u b l ic i ty  on hom osexuality  b e in g  sparked  by th e  l e s ­
b ia n -o r ie n te d  M in o ritie s  R esearch Group, C onspicuously  ab sen t 
a re  the columns o f pronouncements by p s y c h ia t r i s t s  and o th e r  
"e x p e rts"  and the cau se /c u re  d is c u s s io n s  so d ea r to  American 
J o u r n a l i s t s ,  In s te a d  th e re  i s  em phasis on the  human and o r d i ­
nary  a sp e c ts  o f  hom osexuality , in  p a r t i c u l a r  the lo n e lin e s s  o f  
the  many le s b ia n s  who l iv e  "Im p riso n ed ,, , In  a p r iv a te  f e a r , "

The December 15 London GUARDIAN fe a tu re d  an  Im pressive  a r t i c l e  
about MRG by I t s  p re s s  o f f i c e r  Tony G eraghty In  which he no ted  
th a t  f e a r  o f  u n ju s t d ism issa l from employment (w ith  te a c h e rs  
e s p e c ia l ly  v u ln e ra b le )  I s  a s e r io u s  problem  f o r  le s b ia n s ,
"s in ce  a c a re e r  i s  a t  l e a s t  as Im p o rtan t to  the  s in g le  woman 
as to  a man." , , In  a NEWS OP THE WORLD w rite -u p  around the 
same tim e , the  r e p o r te r  r e l i e d  alm ost e n t i r e l y  on an MRG p re ss  
re le a s e  (p u b lish e d  In  the  January  LADDER), bu t he a ls o  threw 
in  a fo o tn o te  about the  reaso n  male homosexual a c ts  a re  crim ­
in a l  o ffe n se s  In  England w hile le s b ia n  a c ts  a re  exempt. I t ' s  
b e lie v e d  th a t  when Queen V ic to r ia  was shown the  o r ig in a l  B i l l  
a g a in s t  homosexual a c t s .  In c lu d in g  women, she r e p o r te d ly  s a id .  

S u re ly  I t  I s  no t p o s s ib le  between women. There must be some 
m istak e"  -  and to  avoid  having to  e n lig h te n  h e r ,  th a t  p o r t io n  
o f  the  B i l l  was n o t p a ssed . , . The most rew ard ing  re a d in g  fo r  
Americans m ight w ell be Monica F u rlo n g 's  column In  the  London 
DAILY MAIL o f February  16. More about t h i s  In  th e  May LADDER'.

BOYS COPY GIRLS -  AND VICE VERSA; B r i t i s h  h a i r s t y l i s t  G erard 
A usten th in k s  the  London Look, in c lu d in g  the  lo n g e r  h a i r  worn 
by B r i t i s h  boys, w i l l  c a tc h  on In  the  U. S . "I suppose i t ' s  a 
s ig n  o f  n o n -co n fo rm ity ,"  he s a id .  " I t  i s  a throwback to  o ld  
tim es when men wore long  h a i r  w ith  c u r l s ,  v e ry  e la b o ra te  and 
o rn a te ,  and women wore r a th e r  n o n d e sc rip t h a i r d o s ."  A usten 
fo re se e s  In  c o n tr a s t  "a new, s h o r t ,  boy ish  h a i r c u t  f o r  g i r l s , "

Meanwhile In  Sweden, many boys, age 15-18 , a re  w earing h ig h - 
h ee led  h a l f  b o o ts , la c e  s h i r t s ,  sh o u ld e r- le n g th  h a i r ,  fem inine 
b r a c e le t s ,  make-up and perfum e. T h e ir  g i r l  f r ie n d s  d re ss  more 
l i k e  ty p ic a l  boys. Swedish p s y c h ia t r i s t s  have du ly  pondered 
the  fa sh io n  r e v o l t  and g iven  t h e i r  a u th o r i ta t iv e  f in d in g  th a t  
I t  s n o t based on tra n sv e s tism  o r hom osexuality  b u t I s  a r e ­
v o l t  a g a in s t  co n fo rm ity  -  and the lo n g , dark Swedish w in te r .

"The M attach ine S o c ie ty  o f  W ashington ta k e s  the  p o s i t io n  th a t ;  
In  th e  absence o f  v a l id  ev idence to  the  c o n tra ry , homosexual­
i t y  i s  no t a s ic k n e s s , d is tu rb a n c e , o r  o th e r  p a th o lo g y  In  any 
se n s e , b u t I s  m erely  a p re fe re n c e , o r ie n ta t io n ,  o r  p ro p e n s ity , 
on p a r  w ith , and no t d i f f e r e n t  In  k in d  from , h e te r o s e x u a l i ty ."

This r e s o lu t io n  was approved on March  ̂ by overwhelming vo te  
o f  a lm ost th e  e n t i r e  v o tin g  membership o f th e  s o c ie ty .  Read 
more abou t t h i s  f o r th r ig h t  a c t io n  in  the  A p ril is su e  o f  the 
new M attach ine NEWSLETTER/GAZETTE, which combines under one 
cover the s e p a ra te ly - e d i te d  p u b lic a t io n s  o f  the  M attachine 
groups o f  New York and W ashington. S u b sc r ip tio n  c u r r e n t ly  I s  
$3 and may be p la c e d  w ith  e i t h e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  (see  page 23 ).

S c e U & i t o  € m

by E l i z a b e t h  Tudor

My d ear L iza :

Can we be done now w ith  a l l  the  p o l i t e  fo rm a lit ie s ?  Can we 
sh u t them and stan d  naked b efo re  each o th e r  as once we were 
ab le  to  do? No, I  th in k  n o t. You a re  no t ab le  to  do t h i s .
You fancy th a t  you can , you even th in k  th a t  th i s  m ight a f fo rd  
you some p le a su re  -  and you remove a glove to  show me your 
good w i l l ,  A bare  hand I s  no t the same as a bare so u l.

So you send me a l i t t l e  card  -  so Im personal, so f r ie n d ly  - 
"Won't you come v i s i t  me?" And you d o n 't  s ig n  your name. You 
s ig n  much more than  your name. Do you know what "as always" 
means to  me? Again - I  th in k  n o t. You a re  p la y in g  w ith  f i r e  
- you always have - and I t  tem pts you, tem pts you. Perhaps 
you ^ re m e m b e r ,  a f t e r  a l l .  Perhaps you remember how very 
com plete ly  I  belonged to  you. Perhaps you remember and th a t  
memory I s  b i t te r s w e e t  and I r r e s i s t i b l e .  Because I  d id  belong , 
w holly  and u n re se rv e d ly , the way one does when one I s  very 
young. ( I t  f r ig h te n s  me a l i t t l e  to  th in k  o f  I t  -  and I  had 
n o t though t o f  I t  fo r  a long tim e .)

Or perhaps you th in k  th a t  I  w i l l  be ab le  to  hold  a m irro r  to  
you a m ir ro r  where you can see mĵ  L iza (who must be every  b i t  
a s  d ea r to  you as she I s  to  m e). A m irro r  where you can see 
how very  lo v e ly ,  how young, how d e s ira b le  you were -  the f i r e  
and la u g h te r ,  the  am b itio n , the p r id e .  A m irro r  th a t  r e f l e c t s  
on ly  you, u n c lu tte re d  by r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o r  o b lig a t io n s .  You, 
s in g ly  and In d iv id u a l ly ,  b efo re  you took on the ro le s  o f w ife 
and m other. S u re ly  th i s  must b o th e r you sometimes -  as I t  
does n e a r ly  every  woman - th a t  you have l o s t  your In d iv id u a l­
i t y  somewhere a long  the  way, th a t  you a re  no lo n g e r a whole 
b e in g , o n ly  a p a r t  o f the m achine. Fam ily. So you must th ink  
o f  my L iza o c c a s io n a lly  w ith  ten d ern ess  and re g re t  - and wish 
h e r  back .

o r  perhaps you a re  bored , and sense th a t  f u r th e r  c o n ta c t w ith 
me m ight r e l ie v e  th a t  boredom. Once upon a tim e , we meant 
ex c item en t. I s  th a t  what you seek?

In  any c a se , you p e r s i s t .  You go ou t o f your way to  c o n ta c t 
me a f t e r  such a long p e r io d  o f  tim e. You te a se  me w ith  coy­
n e s se s . And -  very  s h o r t ly  -  you may be rewarded f o r  your 
p a in s  -  ex cep t th a t  you w il l  no t th in k  o f  I t  as  a reward a t  
a l l  The r e s u l t  w il l  be som ething more than  you had a n t i c i ­
p a te d , because my b a ren ess  w il l  be even more unbearab le  to  you 
than  your own.



Do you wonder, th e n , s in ce  I  am armed w ith  a l l  t h i s  foreknow­
le d g e , why I  con tinue  to  p la y  your l i t t l e  game? A game th a t  
can end on ly  in  f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  b e s t ,  d i s a s t e r  a t  w orst?  P e r­
haps I-am  bored . Or perhaps I  want to  look in  a m ir ro r  th a t  
on ly  you can h o ld .

Or perhaps I  remember, to o . Perhaps I  remember even b e t t e r  
than  you do. The f i r s t  time I  went in to  your d a u g h te r 's  room 
and saw your h lg h -sch o o l p ic tu r e  on h e r d r e s s e r ,  my b re a th  
l e f t  me - so sharp  was the memory o f your aw ful (b u t sw eet, 
sweet) power over me.

And then  I  remember som ething e l s e .  I  remember my d i s i l l u ­
sionm ent w ith  you. You walked away from me as though th e se  
had never been an "us" a t  a l l .  Do you know what a void  you 
l e f t ?  Do you know how s y s te m a tic a l ly  I  t r i e d  to  e ra s e  every  
t r a c e  o f you? Do you know how I  had to  do th i s  in  o rd e r to  
p re se rv e  any p a r t  o f  m yself?

"T h a t,"  you say , "was many long  y ea rs  ago. That I s  w a te r un­
der the  b r id g e ."  You may console y o u rs e lf  w ith  th a t  i f  you 
w ish . I f  you do, you do notknow me as w ell as I  th o u g h t.
And, because I  remember the  h u r t  as though i t  were y e s te rd a y  
( th e  e ra s in g  allow s me to  l i v e ,  no t to  fo r g iv e ) ,  I  p la y  your 
game. I  p la y  your game because the  id e a  o f  hum bling you in  
some sm all way I s  d an g ero u sly , b e a u t i f u l ly  e n t ic in g .  I  have 
ta s te d  moments o f  th i s  a lre a d y .

Does the I n te n s i ty  o f  my fe e l in g  shock you a l i t t l e  -  even 
d is g u s t  you? Are you draw ing back? Have time and d o m e s tic ity  
tamed you, l e f t  you l i t t l e  stomach fo r  raw emotion?

What a p ic tu r e  you p a in t  fo r  me - s o l i c i to u s  w ife , devoted  
mother'. You charm me w ith  your h o s p i t a l i t y ,  your r e c o l l e c ­
t io n s  o f our g ir lh o o d  f r ie n d s h ip .  And I  am a lm ost fo o le d .
Your very  a r t le s s n e s s  a lm ost fo o ls  me, you a re  so u n s t in t in g  
in  your e f f o r t s .  " I t  has to  be g en u in e ,"  I  say  to  m y se lf.
"Ho one could  so u n b lu sh ln g ly  p u rsu e , u n le ss  i t  were from 
o p en -h ea rted  a f f e c t io n ."  And the  s k e p tic  In s id e  me says "Oh?"

You s a id  you were ten se  d u rin g  my v i s i t ,  and i t  was obvious 
th a t  you w ere. Why? ( I  was ten se  to o . I  a lm ost d i d n 't  come. 
And I  know f u l l  w ell raŷ  re a so n s , I 'v e  t r i e d  to  g ive you some 
h in t  o f  them. Your reaso n s - a t  l e a s t  th e  spoken ones - d o n 't  
h o ld  w a te r .)  So -  I  ask  m yself ag a in  and a g a in ; Why? Why 
d id  you avo id  ta lk in g  o f  an y th in g  any more p e rso n a l th an  your 
c h ild re n ?  (Your c h ild re n  a re  charming and w e ll-b eh av ed , and 
th ey  i n t e r e s t  me g re a t ly  -  b u t on ly  because th e y 'r e  your c h i l ­
d re n .)  And why d id  you so c a r e f u l ly  avo id  to u ch in g  me?

How g e n tle  were your re fe re n c e s  to  our f r ie n d s h ip ,  when you 
spoke o f  i t  to  me and to  your f i f te e n - y e a r - o ld  d au g h te r . I  do 
n o t th in k  o f  us In  t h i s  ro sy , t a s t e - o r - s p r ln g .  In n o cen t f a s h ­
io n . I  do n o t th in k  o f  us as two tee n a g e rs  b l i s s f u l l y  sh a r in g  
dreams and c o n fid e n c e s , d isappo in tm en t artd h e a r ta c h e s . Oh, we 
sh ared  th e se  th in g s ,  a l l  r i g h t .  But we sh a red  much more than  
t h i s .  And my fe e lin g s  cannot be d i lu te d  in to  t h i s  p a le ,  b land  
su b stan ce  -  t h i s  a d o le sc e n t i d y l l .

I  loved  you -  w ild ly  -  w ith  a l l  the  i n te n s i ty  o f which I  am 
cap ab le . I  had always thought you understood  t h i s .

"Oh y e s ,"  you say . "I loved you to o . But we were on ly  g i r l s .  
There a re  a l l  k inds o f  lo v e . I  have grown up now. I  have a 
husband and c h i ld re n . Why do you make such a fu ss?"

I  would agree w ith  you. There a re  a l l  k inds o f  lo v e . Do you 
no t th in k  th a t  I ,  to o , have known o th e r  lo v e s , e q u a lly  compel­
l in g  and enveloping? T his in  no way d iiiln lsh e s  what I  f e l t  
fo r  you. And I  cannot f i t  m yself in to  the l i t t l e  cubbyhole 
you have p rep ared  f o r  me -  th a t  o f  o ld  and ch erish ed  f r ie n d .
I n  ev e ry  sense excep t the p h y s ic a l one, we were lo v e r s .  Lov­
e r s  - n o t g ir lh o o d  chums.

Are you drawing back now? Are you say ing  th a t  grown women 
d o n 't  speak to  each o th e r  In  th i s  manner? Are you th in k in g  
th a t  I  have overstepped  the bounds o f  good ta s te ?  Are you 
even wondering by what r ig h t  I  speak to  you in  th i s  way?

I  can speak to  you l ik e  th i s  because th e re  i s  a p a r t  o f  you 
th a t  be longs to  me -  a p a r t  o f yuu th a t  you have s t i r r e d  to  
l i f e .  That g iv es  me the  r ig h t .  And i f  i t  o ffends you, then  
r e t r e a t  as g ra c e fu lly  as p o s s ib le  and le a rn  from your d i s ­
p le a su re  how unwise i t  was to  tam per.

You s e e ,  I  w i l l  no t be a p a r ty  to  b u ild in g  a cozy cam pfire 
where once a volcano ro a re d , I  can warm my h e a r t  a t  no such 
h y p o c risy . And L iza  -  dear L iza -  n e i th e r  can you! We a r e n 't  
"o ld  f r i e n d s ."  I f  the people  we a re  now can become f r ie n d s ,  
th ey  must beg in  a l l  o v e r, as new f r ie n d s  do. I  am no t sure 
th a t  th i s  i s  p o s s ib le ,  fo r  e i th e r  o f  u s .

Close your scrapbook -  and l e t  the p ic tu r e s  fade.

-  Beth

E .C .H .O . P L A N S  FOR 1965
The 1965 conference o f  E a s t Coast Homophlle O rg an iza tio n s w il l  
be h e ld  in  New York C ity  on S ep t. I 8- I 9 . This y e a r 's  theme i s  
THE HOMOSEXUAL CITIZEN IN THE GREAT SOCIETY. ECHO conferences 
a re  open to  the  p u b lic .  Each sponsoring  group welcomes your 
su p p o rt! Conference c o s t ,  program , and o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  w il l  
be announced in  coming Is su e s  o f  THE LADDER -  o r  c o n ta c t any 
o f  the  ECHO o rg a n iz a t io n s :

D a u ^ te r s  o f B l l l t l s  -  (See In s id e  back cover o f  THE LADDER) 
M attachlne S o c ie ty  o f  New York - 1133 Broadway, New York 10, 

New York
M attachlne S o c ie ty  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia  -  P, 0 . Box SO**-, P h lla d e l-  

I p h la  5, Penna.
M attachlne S o c ie ty  o f  Washington -  P, 0 . Box 1032, Washington 

13 , D. C.



dissent on nnurdoch

THE ITALIAN GIRL 

ty  I r i s  Murdoch 

(New York, V iking P re s s ,  1964)

You e i t h e r  l ik e  I r i s  M urdoch's nove ls o r  you don’ t .  I t  I s  the 
same w ith  the Marx B ro th e rs ' f i lm s . In  f a c t ,  th ey  have a l o t  
in  common: adm irable techn ique and the  same b iz a r r e  m ix ture
o f  re a lism  and fa n ta s y . The main d if fe re n c e  I s  th a t  B ro th e rs  
Marx sometimes make you laugh ; S i s t e r  Murdoch nev er does. The 
famous cab in  scene In  "A N ight a t  the Opera" may have b lo t te d  
ou t many subsequent unfunny moments, and in  th e  same way THE 
BELL echoes on, o b l i t e r a t in g  the  d is c o rd a n t n o te s  o f  more r e ­
cen t books which have made even h e r  most a rd e n t fans r e s t l e s s .  
THE ITALIAN GIRL does l i t t l e  to  p a c ify  them.

R etiirn lng  home fo r  h is  m o th e r 's  f u n e ra l ,  Edmund becomes deeply  
em broiled  In  s e e th in g  fam ily  in t r ig u e s .  In e x p l ic a b ly ,  he 
chooses to  a r r iv e  by m oon ligh t, a f t e r  everyone has r e t i r e d  to  
bed , which g iv es  Miss Murdoch ample o p p o rtu n ity  to  s e t  the 
scene fo r  a n o th e r o f  h e r  u n lik e ly  dram atic  s i t u a t io n s .  B ro th ­
e r  O tto  I s  no t only  a lc o h o lic  b u t c o n s t ip a te d , and the re a d e r  
I s  c o n s ta n tly  reminded o f  h is  underw ear. Edmund I s  awoken a t  
dawn by a woman sobbing In  the  garden . T his I s  E ls a ,  O t to 's  
ha lf-dem ented  m is t r e s s ,  w andering lo o se  In  a n o t q u ite  t r a s -  
p a re n t nightgown a c ro ss  a lawn which I s  c raw lin g  w ith  worms. 
Her b ro th e r  D avid, O t to 's  young a p p re n tic e ,  has Im pregnated 
bo th  O t to 's  daugh ter and O tto ’ s w ife . O tto  meanwhile e a ts  
h e rb s  and dreams o f snakes and te le p h o n e s . There i s  a ls o  an 
I t a l i a n  se rv a n t g i r l  who I s  the so le  b e n e f ic ia ry  under the 
m o th e r 's  w i l l ,  presum ably fo r  p a s t  -  and no t p u re ly  dom estic 
- s e rv ic e s  ren d e red . I t  comes as no s u rp r is e  when the  house 
c a tch es  f i r e  and E lsa  i s  burned to  a c in d e r . Somewhat shaken 
by h is  e x p e rie n c e s , poor Edmund tu rn s  to  the  I t a l i a n  g i r l  f o r  
com fort.

This i s  V ic to r ia n  melodrama u nhapp ily  l iv in g  in  s in  w ith  con­
tem porary  sex  m ania. The names a re  as  anachT O nlstlc  as the 
s e t t i n g ;  the  symbolism as id lg e s t l b l e  as th e  s ta r k  so lem n ity .

What I s  I r i s  Murdoch g e t t in g  a t?  Can she r e a l ly  expect to  be 
taken  se r io u s ly ?  Presumably h e r enormous fo llow ing  of ad ­
m ire rs  w i l l  la p  up ev e ry th in g  she w r ite s .  Where w i l l  h e r un­
b r id le d  Im ag in a tio n  le a d  h e r next? An E n g lish  rev iew er has 
s e r io u s ly  suggested  she should t r y  h er hand a t  sc ien ce  f i c t io n  
b e fo re  she bores us a l l  in to  the  ground. I t  m ight be a w orth­
w hile experim en t. I n  any c a se , she can h a rd ly  a ffo rd  to  go on 
producing e n d le ss  v a r ia t io n s  on som eth lng -nasty -ln -the-w ood- 
shed l ik e  THE ITALIAN GIRL.

-  C lare B a rr in g e r

E d i to r 's  n o te : Guest rev iew er C lare  B a rrin g e r I s  the re g u la r
books co lum nist fo r  ARENA THREE, the  E n g lish  le s b ia n  magazine.

S u b sc r ip tio n  to  ARENA THREE I s  $6.00 ( no t $5 as announced In  
the  January  LADDER). The M in o ritie s  R esearch Group, which 
p u b lish e s  ARENA THREE, now has o f f ic e s  a t  41 G reat R u sse ll 
S t r e e t ,  London W. C, 1 . Payment must be in  the form o f i n t e r ­
n a tio n a l  p o s ta l  money o rd e r o r bank d r a f t  payable In  England.

censorship

CENSORSHIP: THE SEARCH FOR THE OBSCENE

by M orris L, E rn s t and Alan U. Schwartz 

(New York, M acm illan, 1964)

C o-author M orris E rn s t was the defending  and su c c e ss fu l a t t o r ­
ney In  the famous t r i a l  to  suppress the novel ULYSSES by James 
Joyce . E rn s t has devoted much o f h is  le g a l  c a re e r  to  f ig h tin g  
the  i n t e l l e c t u a l  bugaboo o f  cen so rsh ip .

T h is , the  second volume In  the  "M ilestones o f  Law" s e r i e s ,  
overshadows many p rev io u s h i s to r i e s  o f  cen so rsh ip  In  the U. S. 
and G reat B r i t a in ,  The book i s  aimed a t  the la y  re a d e r . I t  
In c lu d es  many s ig n i f ic a n t  passages (trimmed o f le g a l  c i ta t io n s  
and re fe re n c e s )  from c o u rt ju d g es ' w r i t te n  o p in io n s , and these  
form al (b u t no t d u ll)  s ta tem en ts  n ic e ly  cou n te rp o ise  the p e r t  
p rose  o f  au th o rs  E rn s t and Schw artz,

In  th e  e a r l i e r  y ea rs  o f  American h is to r y  th e re  was p r a c t i c a l ly  
no le g a lly -s u p p o r te d  cen so rsh ip . S ta tu te s  governing o b scen ity  
began to  appear In  the n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . Then a crusad ing  
g ro ce ry  c le rk  named Anthony Comstock opened wide the  f i e ld  fo r  
le g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on a r t i s t i c  ex p re ss io n . At 24, Comstock i 
began a one-nan csimpalgn to  stamp ou t what he c a l le d  " f i l t h , "

The au th o rs  c<toiment; "Very soon n e a r ly  a l l  freedom -loving^ 
e d i to r s  had been In tim id a te d  In to  acquiescence In  Comstock s 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Thus does man lo se  a b i t  o f l i b e r t y  by cow ardice.



Perhaps i t  I s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r ig h t  th a t  law shou ld  push the  cow­
ard s a ro u n d ."  And e lsew h ere : tho se  who ru n  deserve  to  be
c h a s e d ."

Comstock was a ls o  w holly re sp o n s ib le  f o r  the 1873 law w hich, 
w ith  on ly  t r i f l i n g  changes, s t i l l  governs "o b scen ity "  in  the 
m a lls . He became the f i r s t  P o st O ffice  ag en t to  h un t down ob­
s c e n i ty .  By January  1 , 187^1, Comstock bragged th a t  under the 
new law he had se iz e d  194-,000 obscene p i c tu r e s ,  134-,000 pounds 
o f  books, 14,200 s te re o  p l a t e s ,  60,300 ru b b er a r t i c l e s ,  5,500 
s e t s  o f p la y in g  c a rd s , e t c .  S u re ly  th e  most s t a r t l i n g  th in g  
in  Com stock's l i s t  i s  h is  method o f co u n tin g  th e  books -  by 
the  pound'.

A f te r  la y in g  the  h i s t o r i c a l  groundwork, the  book covers im por­
t a n t  examples o f  c e n so rsh ip , in c lu d in g  a t ta c k s  on " c la s s ic s ,"  
on the  "v u lg ar"  (w ith o u t sex u a l c o n n o ta tio n ) , and the  b a t t l e s  
fought over the I n te r p r e ta t io n  o f  such words as  "o b scen e ,"

Of s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  h ere  i s  the c h a p te r  "On Banning a Theme", 
d e a lin g  w ith  the  1929 co u rt case over R ad c ly ffe  H a l l 's  WELL OP 
LONELINESS which ended in  v ic to ry  f o r  open d i s t r i b u t io n  o f the 
n o v e l. This was a f a r  more v a lu ab le  v ic to ry  th an  ju s t  fo r  
f re e  c i r c u la t io n  o f t h i s  one book, fo r  I t  was the l a s t  time 
any le g a l  a ttem p t was made to  su p p ress  an e n t i r e  them e. S ince 
the  WELL OP LONELINESS d e c is io n , no a c tio n  has been taken  to  
l e g a l ly  ban a book on the  grounds o f  theme a lo n e .

Touching b r i e f l y  on th e  m a tte r  o f p r iv a te  as d i s t i n c t  from o f ­
f i c i a l  c e n so rsh ip , the  au th o rs  remind us th a t  p re s su re  groups 
-  as long  as th ey  t r y  on ly  to  persuade and do n o t in t im id a te  
o r use government ag en c ies  to  h e lp  impose t h e i r  views -  have a 
le g i t im a te  r ig h t  to  p u t f o r th  t h e i r  views i n  our f re e  m arke t­
p lace  o f  id e a s . But th e  f a c t  th a t  p r iv a te  c en so rsh ip  i s  so 
ram pant, say  E rn s t and Schw nrtz, u n d ersco res  th e  g r e a t  need 
f o r  e q u a lly  s tro n g  p r o je c t io n  o f  o th e r  p o in ts  o f  view , to  
co u n te rb a lan ce  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  censor-m inded g roups.

E rn s t and Schwartz conclude by sum m arizing th e  s p e c i f ic  ga ins 
in  freedom from c e n so rsh ip , and p o in t in g  ou t th e  u n c e r ta in t ie s  
th a t  rem ain . In  p a r t i c u l a r  th ey  h a ise  the  im p o rtan t q u e s tio n  
o f  w hether o b sc e n ity  does In  f a c t  cause any dem onstrab le a n t i ­
s o c ia l  b eh av io r -  s in c e  th e  law cannot c o n tro l  the  e f f e c t  on 
th o ugh t a lone  o f  w r i t te n  o r  spoken u t te r a n c e s .  "With very  few 
e x c e p t io n s . , .ju d g es  have assumed, w ith o u t p ro o f , th a t  o b sc e n i­
ty  produces 'b a d  a c t s . '  Do we r e a l l y  know th a t? "  The au th o rs  
f e e l  th a t  what sc a n ty  evidence we have p o in ts  away from such a 
c au sa l r e la t io n s h ip .  "Books j u s t  do n o t have th a t  k in d  o f i n ­
f lu e n c e ,"  th ey  m a in ta in , "lie r e a d , in  f a c t ,  what acco rds v ilth  
our p r e - e x is t in g  I n t e r e s t s , "

Indeed  one m ight make th e  o p p o site  assum ption , t h a t  read in g  
abou t sex  i s  a s u b s t i tu te  fo r  having  i t .  In  t h a t  c a s e , i f  th e  
g u ard ian s o f  m o ra lity  a re  c o r re c t  and we a re  b e ing  inun d a ted  
w ith  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  "pornography," so much th e  b e t t e r .  We w il l  
a l l  be k e p t so busy re a d in g  th e  s t u f f ,  we won' t  have time to  g e t 
in to  t r o u b le .
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DON'T neglect to pleui your summer reading while 
you're at it! D.O.B.'s Book Service is at your 
service, offering you many better books on homo­
sexual and related themes. Send now for list of 
titles to: D.O.B. Book Service, Suite 108, 1232 
Market Street, San Francisco 2, California.


