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A"*Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be
havior and dress acceptable to society.

©  Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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After the Ball.,«
Dozens of fOUoo owomea 1» " “ “ a ' S e S I f t o ? ? i i e “ on "
S o i - S  S "  ?'ouL ;  “ ? ’B S S ? o » \n O  t «  HO.OOO»-!.

A lin o -u p  of p o lloo  = a ; . .  f i*
s s i r i f i s r S p p S a S  as
s  n ; r p r i f n s ? i " ^ s ;  . 'a u a  . 0. - ^ =  -
o f Bay Area homophile o rg a n iz a tio n s .
The Mardl Gras HomosexualTa groupwork of the  Council o dialogue Between the churchformed "to  promote a <=°«f f^mposed o f re p re se n ta -and the homosexual. The Council i  -  nauE hters of B l l i t l s ,
t lv o s  f r o .  i  S) “ Iv a m  S S u l  S o c ie ty  fo rM attachlne S o c ie ty  g t r i i t  and A sso c ia tes  - as w ell"p^looSal, L u « r a „ . auo U rlta.
Church of C h ris t F a ith s .
P o lice  dogged the J^° '“o f f i c l a i  J o l ie tp h o to g ra p h e r s
ta n t  d isp la y  o f li,e 600 gu ests  as they  a r r iv e d ,snapped p ic tu re s  o f mos housewife who challengedA rrested  were th ree  a tto rn e y s  and^a^house^^^^^^^^^
in sp e c to rs  from the sex in fo rm ation  th a t  a crime was Being needed e i t h e r  a ^ a rran  » h a l l .  The four were charged
committed, in  o rder o f f ic e r s  A clergyman was th rea ten ed  w ith o b s tru c tin g  s t s  t o ^ e i r  c a r .  Two men
" i i -  s ” i h f t e ! i ’ s s r “  0 “  1 »t r o S t " r s l x  » 0  „ u . t . r  o f  a r r e s t s .
TMs flasraot | S ‘ “ * r h o r e S . ° ' » o " ™ e i
p o lic e  caused the .,niov the f e s t i v i t i e s  as p lanned . No
le s s  the gu ests  ^ l lc e  of the costum es, the dancing,c r l t ic ls ip s  were made By p o lice  uj.
or the program.
"Angry M in is te rs  Rip P o lice "  one newspaper head line
a rfp O rt o f a p ress  J . i L f  of " In S m ld a tlo n .
^ r t S r - f n T a r k l t h "  f n f  had " K r r i f i^ d "  w ell-behaved g u es ts . 
The m in is te rs  exp la ined  »̂ 6̂^

f  ‘?u2 « f S r “  S l S f r :  o S e S r t r ? s r t . % t  C a lffo rn la  
5 a ! i  i f f ™ ? " “” « ia S c s l the « a rd l o ras  B a ll  to oB lus.
“ " a r : i i r p S A f r m c S i ; " s 2 s 5 s ^ t ^ t j r B r .

in  costume ( in c lu d in g  drag) would no t Be summarily a r re s te d . 
M in is te rs  describ ed  these  n eg o tia tio n s  as " s t ra in e d ."
The clergymen contended p o lic e  had questioned  them about th e i r  " th e o lo g ic a l co n cep ts ."  They rep o rted  p o lice  "looked a t  the r in g s  on out f in g e rs  and sa id  *We see yo u 're  m arried - how do your wives accep t th is? * "  P o lice  a lso  suggested to  the m in iste r s  they  were Being "used" by the homosexual o rg an iza tio n s .
San F ran cisco  newspapers c a r r ie d  a stream  of l e t t e r s  and a r t i c l e s  about the B a l l .  Wire se rv ice  re p o r ts  were p icked up by newspapers around the country . Radio and TV ( in c lu d in g  BBC) d iscussed  the rep e rcu ss io n s  from the b a l l  and a lso  took up the 
su b je c t o f hom osexuality In  g en e ra l.
The lo c a l American C iv il L ib e r t ie s  Union reac ted  sw if t ly  by announcing i t  would defend the th ree  a r re s te d  a tto rn e y s , who a re  re ta in e d  by the Council on R elig ion  and the Homosexual.
The ACLU spokesman claim ed th a t  p o lic e  made the a r r e s ts  to  in tim id a te  a tto rn e y s  who re p re se n t unpopular groups."
Del M artin , DOB T reasu re r and a member of the C ouncil, commented  th a t  " th is  I s  the type of p o lice  a c t iv i ty  th a t  homosexuals know w e ll, bu t h e re to fo re  the p o lic e  had never played th e i r  
hand befo re  Mr. Average C itiz e n . . . . I t  was always the t e s t i mony of the p o lic e  o f f ic e r  versus the homosexual, and the ho
m osexual. fe a rin g  p u b l ic i ty  and knowing the odds were ag a in s t him, succumbed. But in  th is  In stan ce  the p o lice  overplayed th e i r  p a r t . "  Miss M artin  specu la ted  th a t  p o lice  had a rre s te d  two o f th e  b a l l  guests on d iso rd e r ly  conduct charges in  order to  J u s t i f y  p o lic e  in v asio n  of a p e a c e fu l, o rd e r ly  g a th erin g .
As th is  is su e  o f THE LADDER goes to  p re s s , San F ran c isco 's  Mayor John S h e lley  and P o lice  Chief Thomas C ah ill s t i l l  aren  t  ta lk in g . They want to  "study p o lic e  re p o r ts  before making sta tem en ts  about the b a l l .  P o lice  claim  th e i r  in tru s io n  was w arranted  because t i c k e ts  to  the b a l l  were being so ld  a t  the door. M in is te rs  say they knew o f no t ic k e ts  so ld  th is  way.
What next? "P o lice a c tio n  in  th is  a f f a i r  w ill  be con tested  in  co u rt to  e s ta b l i s h  the r ig h t  o f homosexuals and a l l  ad u lts  to assemble la w fu lly  w ithout in v asio n  o f p r iv a c y .. .  according to  a s ta tem en t Issu ed  by the Committee fo r  the Mardi Gras B a ll.
THE LADDER w il l  cover new developments In  th is  cause ce leb re .

- Kay Tobin

SEND CURRENT NEWS
THE LADDER does no t sub scribe  to  a news c lip p in g  se rv ic e . We 
g e t ours f re sh  from the f le ld l  You are  our time you see a news Item  th a t  might in te r e s t  LADDER re a d e rs , w L u  you pluck i t  fo r  us? P lease give the name and date of 
the p u W ic L io n . D ispatch  to  The E d ito r , c /o  DOB N ational.



NEW STUDY UNDER WAY
DOB h a s  a g r e e d  t o  c o o p e r a te  i n  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a  p r o j e c t  a im ed  a t  n o t i n g  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e 
tw een  th e  s e x u a l  a t t i t u d e s  an d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  f e m a le s  an d  
c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
This study  i s  being conducted by Manfred F. DeM artlno, M, A ., c e r t i f i e d  p sy ch o lo g is t in  New York s t a t e .  Mr. DeMartlno i s  a member o f the American P sycho log ical A sso c ia tio n , the American A sso c ia tio n  fo r  Hum anistic Psychology, and the S o c ie ty  fo r  the S c ie n t i f ic  Study o f Sex. He has tau g h t psychology a t  Syracuse U n iv e rs ity  and Alabama P o ly techn ic  I n s t i t u t e ,  and now teaches a t  Onondaga Community C ollege in  Syracuse. He has a lso  served as  re se a rc h  p sy ch o lo g is t fo r  the New York S ta te  Mental H ealth  Commission and as c l i n i c a l  p sy ch o lo g is t a t  Southbury T ra in ing  School fo r  the m en ta lly  re ta rd e d  a t  Southbury, C o nnecticu t.
He h a s  w r i t t e n  o r  e d i t e d  th e  F o l lo w in g  b o o k s :  COUNSELING AND
PSYCHOTHERAPY WITH THE MENTALLY RETARDED (T he F re e  P r e s s ,  
1957) ;  UNDERSTANDING HUMAN MOTIVATION (H ow ard A l l e n ,  1 9 5 8 ) ;  
dreams and PERSONALITY DYNAMICS (C . C . T hom as, 1 9 5 9 ) ;  SEXUAL 
BEHAVIOR AND PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS ( C i t a d e l ,  1963).
The m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  s h o r t l y  to  a l l  p a y in g  LADDER 
s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  s e a l e d  e n v e lo p e s ,  a n d  w i l l  be  c o m p le te ly  a n o n y 
m ou s. As i n  th e  p a s t 7  DOB h o p e s  t h a t  y ou  w i l l  g iv e  t h i s  p r o j 
e c t  y o u r  b e s t  a t t e n t i o n .

- DOB R e s e a r c h  C om m ittee

S F E O I - A - L j n o t i o e s

-  BECAUSE OP DELAY IN  THE LADDER'S PUBLICATION SCHEDULE, THIS 
ISSUE IS  A COMBINED ISSUE SPANNING FEBRUARY AND MARCH 1 965. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE EXTENDED ONE MONTH.

-  THAIKS to  a l l  who remembered DOB a t  Christm as time!
- WHEN YOU MOVE, p lea se  n o ti fy  our C irc u la tio n  Manager. The postage r a te  used fo r  the magazine does no t perm it forw arding  even though your former p o st o f f ic e  may have your new ad d re ss . Avoid m issing  any is su e s !  Send your new address 

prom ptly to  the C irc u la tio n  Manager in  San F ran c isco .
-  The BOOKS-POR-QER CAMPAIGN i s  over. Some q u a li ty  books have been gathered  fo r  shipm ent to  su b sc rib e r  Ger van B .,  h a l f  a 

world away. Donations of books and postage came from Massac h u s e t ts ,  New Je rse y , In d ia n a , M issou ri, P ennsy lvan ia , and V irg in ia . As we go to  p r e s s ,  the books a re  be ing  packed fo r  the  long t r i p  o v erseas . News o f th e i r  a r r iv a l  w i ll  appear 
in  a fu tu re  LADDER is s u e . Our s in c e re  thanks to  those who responded to  the app ea l. We know th a t  Ger v rlll be p lea sed .

I Hate Women
A Diatribe by an Unreconstructed Feminist

As a le s b ia n , I  am supposed to  hate  men. But some o f my b est f r ie n d s  a re  men. I t ' s  women I  c a n 't  s tand  - th a t  i s ,  the c u rr e n t  model o f American fem in in ity , tru ssed  in to  the Feminine Role o f  Wife and M other, w ith  a Good Housekeeping Seal o f App roval stamped across h er M aidenform -upholstered bosom.
Now fem in in ity  i s  something I  l ik e  very much. Smooth, s i lk y ,  soft,w arm  fem inine a t t r i b u t e s ,  p h y sica l and s p i r i t u a l ,  de
l i g h t  me. That i s  one o f the c h ie f  reasons I  am a le sb ia n .
Normally - i f  y o u 'l l  excuse the exp ression  - I  should be a t t r a c te d  in  a gen era l way to  many women around me, fo r  th e i r  fe m in in ity . In s te a d . I  f in d  the p a r t ic u la r  brand o f fem inini t y  they  re p re se n t q u ite  re p u ls iv e , because i t  rep re sen ts  ext in c t io n  of them selves as persons in  th e i r  own r ig h t ,  to  p lay  a ro le  so c ie ty  has th ru s t  on them.
What makes a person a t t r a c t iv e ?  V i ta l i ty ,  I n te l l ig e n c e ,  in d i 
v id u a l i ty ,  a s e lf -p ro p e lle d  q u a li ty . But these are  ex ac tly  the c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  the I 965 model American female h ides i f  she has them, u n t i l  they  evaporate and leave her an automaton 
in  female d re s s .
Women are  s o c io lo g ic a lly  an oppressed m inority  who never quest io n  the ru l in g  g ro u p 's  r ig h t  to  keep them down and e x p lo it them. A ll too subm issively  they  le a rn  to  adpot the hum iliat in g  s t r a te g ie s  o f  the slave who has to  curry  favor w ith the m aster group. Every g i r l  i s  to ld  she must smile and sm ile on d a te s , much as Uncle Tom sm iles h is  b ig  in g r a t ia t in g  sm ile a t  m assa. She i s  warned to  keep re p e a tin g  the he tero sexu al eq u iv a le n t of "Yassuh, yassuh" to  any id io cy  p u t fo r th  by the m ale, vfho i s  p laced  by so c ie ty  in  the m aster ro le  by v ir tu e  of the c la s s  he belongs to  r a th e r  than by person al s u p e r io r i ty . And she accep ts  the ro le  of making h e r s e lf  p lea s in g  to  him, though the so c ia l  s tru c tu re  has p laced  h e r th e re  reg a rd le ss  of her person a l w orth. Everyone knows a woman must never l e t  a man f in d  out s h e 's  sm arter than he i s ,  and never c o rre c t or 
d isp u te  him. Men, young g i r l s  are  warned, hate women with more b ra in s  than  they  have. ( I t  would seem th a t  any amount i s  m ore.) As long as you know yOur p la c e , massa w ill  love you, bu t d o n 't  ever t r y  to  assume e q u a li ty .
What i s  u n a tt ra c t iv e  about the c u rre n t ve rsio n  o f American womanhood i s  th a t  she shows no spark of re b e ll io n , bu t has been thorough ly , a b je c t ly  brainwashed in to  worrying whether she i s  having the r ig h t  "fem inine" fe e lin g s  and a t t i tu d e s  which w ill p lea se  men, so she can be e a r ly  m arried , im pregnated, Pyrexed,



B endlxed, K e n tlle d , Cheered, Iv o ry  Snowed, and PTA'd. She Is  
busy p lay in g  the Feminine Role fo rced  upon h e r  by American in d u s try , psychology, soc io lo gy , and the mass media. I t ' s  no 
acc id e n t th a t  wigs and f a ls e  eye lashes are  becoming widely m arketed consumer p roducts now. Added to  the  a lre a d y  popu lar f a ls e  bosoms and s t i l e t t o  h e e ls , they  In d ic a te  th a t  to  p lay  the "n a tu ra l"  Feminine R ole, the American woman has to  use a l l  the props o f the female Im personator,
I f  she fin d s  housework, m arriage and bab ies u n in te re s t in g  and adm its i t ,  s h e 's  sen t to  a p s y c h ia t r i s t  o r m arriage counselor to  Find Out Why she R e jec ts  the Feminine Role. For some r e a son, r e je c t in g  the Feminine Role i s  the most t e r r i b l e  accu satio n  you can make a g a in s t any woman these  days - more se rio u s  than a d u lte ry , p ro m iscu ity , or even p r o s t i tu t io n ,  which a t  
l e a s t  prove her F em in in ity .
Even c r i t i c s  o f the "fem inine m ystique" l ik e  B e tty  F rledan  and 
Eve Merriam m erely p lead  fo r  women to  have the r ig h t  to  escape from the k itc h e n  only a f t e r  th ey 'v e  had c h ild re n . They too go 
on the  assum ption th a t  motherhood Is  woman's h ig h e s t f u l f i l l ment, only they beg fo r  h e r a l i t t l e  r e l i e f  from th is  h ig h e s t f u l f i l lm e n t  in  the form of a Job and a nu rsery  school to  take the f u lf i l lm e n ts  o f f  h e r hands. They a re  m erely p roposing  a s l i g h t  loosen ing  of the t ig h t  bonds on those innum erable women who, cowed and brainw ashed, duly marry and breed and run nea t 
homes and buy tons of T ide, and y e t are  no t saved.
The Feminine Role i s  r ig id ly  d e fin ed , and every  female I s  supposed to  f i t  in to  I t ,  As w ith  the ben o f P ro c ru s te s  - those 
who were too sh o rt had to  be s tre tc h e d  to  f i t  I t ,  and those too long were lopped o ff  - every  woman, w hatever h e r needs, must f i t  h e r s e lf  in to  the w ife-and-m other r o le .
L est anyone make an appeal to  Nature and p re ten d  th i s  I s  every 
woman's d e s tin y  and tru e  f u l f i l lm e n t ,  no te the a t t i tu d e s  of the ex p e rts  who as handmaidens of the s ta tu s  quo, have the Job o f  p ro cess in g  women fo r  th e i r  s o c ia l  r o le .  In  th e i r  h e a r ts  they  know th a t  ta lk  of n a tu re  and d e s tin y  I s  p a la v e r . Vihat Is  Im portant i s  conforming to  the r u le s .o f  your s o c ie ty  - r ig h t  o r wrong. Ju s t o r u n ju s t.
In  an essay  c a lle d  "Learning the Feminine Role" ( 1 ) ,  so c io lo g i s t  M irra Komarovsky shows th a t  "fem inine" a t t i tu d e s  a re  not in bo rn  and " n a tu ra l ,"  bu t a re  In c u lc a te d  by so c ie ty  a t  an e a r 
ly  age and promoted c o n s is te n tly  through ado lescence . The au th o r co o lly  adm its th a t  though p a ren ts  may want daugh ters in  to d a y 's  u n c e r ta in  world to  be tra in e d  to  make a l iv in g  fo r  them selves i f  nece ssa ry , "In  doing so we run the r is k  of awak
ening I n te r e s t s  and a b i l i t i e s  which run coun ter to  the p re se n t d e f in i t io n  o f fe m in in ity ."
The " r isk "  o f awakening I n te r e s t s  and a b i l l t l e s i  Risk to  whom? To the ru lin g  group o f cou rse . In  whom would I t  be a " r isk "  to  awaken a b i l i t i e s  - u su a lly  considered  a d e s ira b le  th in g  - excep t in  a su b je c t peo p le , who might g e t up on th e i r  
hind le g s  and i n s i s t  on being t r e a te d  as persons In s te a d  of be ing  consigned by the m arter race  to  the s o c ie ty 's  slo b  Jobs.

These a b i l i t i e s  we r is k  awakening "run counter to  the p re sen t d e f in i t io n  o f fe m in in ity ,"  a c le a r  reco g n itio n  th is  "p resen t 
d e f in i t io n "  I s  a r t i f i c i a l  -  her whole a r t i c l e  proves I t  - but 
she agrees th a t  n ev e rth e le ss  the female should conform to  I t ,  because I t ' s  our s o c ie ty 's  normi Vie have c rea ted  a d e f in i t io n  o f what women should be l i k e ,  and I f  th e y 're  not l ik e  th a t ,  th e r e 's  something v/rong w ith the woman, no t the d e f in i t io n .
This g e n u flec tio n  by the p ro fe s s io n a ls  to  a tem porary, d i s to r ted  and unhappy s ta tu s  quo fo r  the female lead s to  an ap p a l- Ing O rv;ellian doubleth ink and d u u b le ta lk . A woman educator w rit in g  in  the COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY FORUM (Spring I 962) t i t l e s  her essay  "Educating Female P eop le ."  Imm ediately you suspect she Is  c a l l in g  them "people" because she i s  going to  rob them 
of th e i r  person-hood. And d o esn it she! B landly s ta t in g  th a t  "The r ig h t  o f women to  an equal education  may be considered won" (she got h e rs , s h e 's  teach ing  a t  Columbia), she recom
mends th a t  the edu ca tiona l system be revamped so th a t  g i r l s  postpone going to  co lleg e  u n t i l  th e i r  ch ild ren  are  grown be
cause a f t e r  a ta s te  o f  the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  opened up by educat io n ,  they  f in d  a l i f e  bounded by the washing machine and the bab ies In to le ra b ly  f r u s t r a t in g .  Pushing them hard In to  e a r ly ,  and p r a c t i c a l ly  fo rced , motherhood, she would withdraw th e i r  r ig h t  to  choose th e i r  l iv e s  and th e i r  ca reers  as f re e ly  as boys. She perform s the t r ic k  of promoting the Nazi "Kinder, 
Kuche, K irche" (c h ild re n , k itch en  and church) do c trine  while making "p ro g ressiv e" n o ise s . She m erely wants the poor d a rlin g s  to  be happ ier in  th e i r  oppressed s ta te  - and to  nip In the  bud any s t i r r in g s  of r e b e ll io n .
Every so c ie ty  c re a te s  models, or Images as the ad men c a l l  them, o f the types of people i t  wants I t s  members to  em ulate. Cone out o f mind in  America i s  the s tro n g , s e lf -p ro p e lle d  s in g le  woman who was a ded ica ted  te ach e r, d o c to r, w r i te r ,  or 
s o c ia l  c ru sad e r. Even the s tro n g  p ioneer woman, though marr ie d ,  has probably  been bypassed in  school tex tbooks. G irls  a re  tau gh t to  be p a ss iv e , com pliant and "fem in ine," to  give up th e i r  I n d iv id u a l i ty  and concen tra te  on making them selves man- tra p s  to  snare a boy in to  e a r ly  m arriage and parenthood.
Our id e a l Image o f woman Is  th a t  housewife In  the ads, looking lo v in g ly  a t  her box o f de te rg en t In her sp a rk lin g  k itc h e n , and having orgasms over the g ia n t in  her washing machine who gets her husband 's and c h i ld re n 's  d i r ty  s h i r t  c o l la r s  so c lean .
Her fu n c tio n  I s  to  consume products and produce consumers. In  a year-end  r i t u a l  common to  la rg e  co rp o ra tio n s . In which they p re d ic t  a ro sy  s a le s  f u tu re ,  the p re s id e n t of K en tile  to ld  the f lo o r  coverings d is t r ib u to r s  o f America th a t  "11,896 women r i s e  newly pregnant every m orning." The sp e c if ic  na tu re  of 
th is  f ig u re  in d ic a te s  the In tim ate  re la tio n s h ip  between American in d u s try  and I t s  female consumer - th ey 'v e  g o tten  way in s id e  h e r .
Now, l ik e  evei*yone e ls e ,  I  want to  see the n a tio n a l economy s tro n g . But I  d o n 't  want to  see I t  r e s t  on a psycho log ical e x p lo i ta t io n  o f h a l f  the c i t iz e n s  -  the female h a l f .  This is  sh eer im p eria lism , comparable to  going In to  a backward n a tio n  and making slav es  o f the n a tiv e s  fo r  corpo ra te  p r o f i t s .



Vihat I  desp ise  about women i s  th a t  th e y 're  so e a s i ly  so ld  th is  cheap b i l l  o f goods and d o n 't  f ig h t  fo r  th e i r  r ig h ts  a g a in s t the e x p lo i te r .  You d o n 't  see the s l i g h t e s t  s ig n s  o f any R esistance  movement. The few rem aining c a re e r  women on the scene wear flow ered h a ts  a l l  day, go to  the a n a ly s t fo u r tim es 
a week, and have numerous d ivo rces and u n fo rtu n a te  bab ies to  prove th e i r  fem in in ity  and apo log ize  fo r  th e i r  presum ption.
Y et, a s id e  from the cows, the tim id , the la z y , and th a t  m inori t y  who genuinely  l ik e  housekeeping and c h ild re n , most women hate  being stuck  in  th a t  p l a s t i c  k itc h e n  d ep ic ted  In  the ads. I t  Is  a wonder th a t  th e re  has no t long ago been organized an underground network In  the  suburbs of America which would one 
day give a s e c re t  s ig n a l ,  a t  which s im ultan eously  every  housew ife vrould dump a whole ca rto n  o f Tide in to  h e r w asher, tu rn  i t  on and run o f f ,  r e s u l t in g  in  the to t a l  innundatlon  o f the communities In  d e te rg en t suds. A ll bu sin ess would be stopped, and the men would be l e f t  by them selves to  c lean  up the mess.
In s te a d , d i s s a t i s f ie d  women take refuge in  bo ring  p a r t- tim e  
Jobs, p sy c h ia try , a lcoho lism , a d u lte ry , o r n e o - fa s c is t  p o l i t i c a l movements. Never has th e re  been so much n eu ro sis  as sin ce  alm ost every woman in  America (9^^ a re  m arried  before  age Uo) has f u l f i l l e d  h e r s e lf  in  homemaking, m arriage and motherhood.
L esbians are  p r a c t i c a l ly  the only people who cop out o f th is  f a rc e . Many of them a re  in tim id a ted  by the u n iv e rsa l a g re e ment th a t  This I s  The VJay I t ' s  Supposed To Be, to  the e x te n t th a t  they  fe e l g u i l ty  and o f te n  run to  the p s y c h ia t r i s t  to  be made as d ish o n est as everyone e ls e .  F o rtu n a te ly  the trea tm en t seldom " ta k e s ,"  fo r  i t  would reduce the sm all number o f those who are  w aitin g  out the dark ag es , keeping a l i t t l e  lamp of 
d is s e n t l i t  underground u n t i l  a new e ra  comes In .
Which Is  very c lo se  a t  hand. Wot by v i r tu e  o f anybody's s tr e n g th  o r r e b e l l io n ,  bu t because the "p opu la tion  ex p lo s io n ,"  l ik e  a f i r e b a l l  from an atomic b l a s t ,  i s  r o l l in g  towards us a t  a suddenly a c c e le ra te d  pace. The b ig  World War I I  baby crop I s  f u l l  grown and has begun to  b reed , as d i re c te d , e a r ly  and f a s t .  The p u t-o f f  time Is  over when only the p o p u la tio n  ex
p e r ts  w orried about s tan d in g  room on ly . The consciousness of the problem i s  being  moved down to  the  m asses, and the p rop aganda machine i s  p rep a rin g  i t s e l f  fo r  a complete r e v e r s a l .
W'e are  faced w ith the  p o s s ib i l i t y  - the c e r ta in ty  - o f too many consumers o f a i r ,  w ater and space , r e s u l t in g  In  a p h y s ic a l  and s p i r i t u a l  p o llu t io n  o f the atm osphere, the d ev a lu a tio n  o f the  in d iv id u a l l i f e ,  and a downgrading o f the q u a li ty  of l i f e  to  a mass le v e l much lower than  we have today, accord ing  
to  the au th o rs  of TOO MANY AMERICANS (2 ) .
We w ill  have to  t a i l o r  our s o c ia l  myths to  f i t  the s i tu a t io n .  The hard  s e l l  on fem in in ity  and motherhood w i l l  suddenly go 
ou t o f fa sh io n , and those gen iuses who co in  terms l ik e  "popul a t io n  exp losion" and "o rg an iza tio n  man" which c r y s ta l l i z e  and change the p u b lic  con sc io usness, w i ll  th in k  up p e rsu asiv e  s l o gans r e la te d  to  b u s tin g  the baby boom fo r  a g re a te r  America. 
B ab ies , In s te a d  of being regarded as b le s s in g s ,  w i ll  be looked

on as c a la m itie s . B reeding v ;ill be u n p a tr io t ic .  Someone w ill even stop  Mrs. Robert Kennedy from having h e r 15 th  or 20th  c h i ld ,  because la rg e  fam ilie s  w ill  no lo ng er draw v o tes .
The propaganda machinery w ill  rev erse  i t s e l f  and promote the image of the woman who d o e sn 't  b reed . The "woman of the year" w ill  be a c h i ld le s s  a s tro n au t or deep-sea d iv e r . Since e a r ly  m arriage i s  a b ig  c u lp r i t  in  exploding p o p u la tio n s , g i r l s  w ill  be encouraged, even p a id , to  prolong th e i r  school years and 
postpone or bypass m arriage. They w ill  study  fo r  new ly-crea ted  s c i e n t i f i c  and tech n o lo g ica l p ro fe s s io n s . Viomen w ill be shoveled by hundreds o f thousands in to  the t r a d i t io n a l  female occupations o f teach in g , so c ia l work and nu rsin g , bu t they 
w ill  a lso  become doctors and p o l i t ic ia n s  and anyth ing e lse  they  want to  be, s ince  they  w ill not have to  in te r ru p t  th e i r  work fo r  ch ild b e a rin g .
In  th is  m illenium , women w ill  be p erson s, and w ill  become a t t r a c t iv e  even when s t r a ig h t .  I t  may be d i f f i c u l t  then to  t e l l  the s t r a ig h t  from the gay ones - in  f a c t ,  i t  may not even be n ecessa ry . A B r i t i s h  w r ite r  suggests (3 ) :
"The time may y e t come when hom osexuality i s  p r a c t i c a l ly  comp u lso ry , and no t m erely fash io n ab le . I t  w ill  indeed be a p iqu an t paradox i f  - in  the long run and tak in g  the  su rv iv a l of humanity as a whole as our c r i t e r io n  - th is  c o n tro v e rs ia l i n s t in c t  tu rn s  out to  have a g re a te r  su rv iv a l value than the urge to  rep ro cu ce ."

( 1 ) "Learning the Feminine Role" by M irra Komarovsky - THE FAMILY AND THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION, e d ite d  by Edwin M. Schur, Ind iana  U n iv ers ity  P re ss , 196l̂ .
( 2) TOO MANY A^ERICANS by L incoln and A lice Day, Houghton M iff l in , 196H.
(3) "Standing Room Only" by A rthur C. Clarke - HARPERS, A p ril 1958.

SURVIVAL(Tw entieth Century)
We bend the su b tle  tw igs o f our ex is ten ce  With a g ro ss ly  educated hand.And force the n a tu ra l  sway o f growthIn to  warped limbs and crazy anglesIn  a f r a n t ic  race  a g a in s t crowding death .
The s e r r ie d  f o re s t  shudders v;lth mangling a c t i v i t y .  As each schooled woodsman v ies  fo r  space To tw is t and th ru s t  h is  e g o is t ic  stem a lo f t  So the s ic k ly  leaves may feed on su n lig h t Before the darkness k i l l s .
The fo re s t  f lo o r  c rack les  w ith  snapped tw igs.

-  Carol Orr



MONOTHEISM
My psalms have a l l  one mark, and memory 
I s  b u rn t l ik e  incense in  a s e c re t  p lace ;And l ik e  the ground-sw ell growing s i l e n t l y .The sou l l ik e  s p r in g tid e  r o l l s  toward one fa c e . One s h i f t in g  spectrum  l in g e rs  in  my s ig h t .Of chestnu t-brow n caught in  the sheen of sun.To p a le s t  pink grown warm beneath  the l l ^ h t  - -  
Thus f r a g i le  th in g s  an a l t a r  b u ild  to  one.
My s e l f ,  a graven image of one god - -  Recorded in  my p u lse  only one touch;One vo ice I  h ear; one k is s  I  f e e l  - -  and odd. How one can m iss a mouth loved overmuch.The l i t a n y  o f lo v e lin e s s  i s  long —

One d e ity  enough to  hear ray song.
-  N. F. K.

FUGUE
I p lay  the  c e llo  

gayly bu t g en tly .I  c a re ss  v e lv e t s tr in g s  p iz z ic a to  arpeggio  or w hatever
Searching ou t the magic Chords.And you, my su b tle ' f r ie n d . Come c o u n te rp o in t.O ffe r me s o f t lyo f your m elodic 
Talents.

- Carolyn Surface

When I  could no t bear the thoughts o f p a r t in gI 'd  walk down the  g ra tin g  s t r e e tu n t i l  sandgrain s formed dunes
and I  walked among the re e d s ,uncut by mere pebbles and s h e l l s .I 'd  s i t  and look p a s t  the se a g u lls  beyond the breakw ater and foam, and the  sun shone q u ie t ly  making p a t te rn s  o f the sky.With my fo o ts te p s  washed by the lap p in gI ’ d s tan d  toward th e  ra sp b e rry  sun
ask ing  i t  q u e s tio n s ,b u t always th e  glow remained s i l e n tand th e  se a g u lls  spoke no t in  my tongue.

-  N a ta lie  Savinov

E.C.H.O. stan ds fo r  E ast Coast Homophile O rgan iza tion s. This a f f i l i a t i o n  was c rea ted  in  e a r ly  1963 when re p re se n ta tiv e s  of four o rg an iza tio n s  - Daughters o f B l l i t i s ,  M attachlne S ociety  o f  New York, Janus S o c ie ty , M attachlne S ocie ty  of 'Washington - met in  P h ilad e lp h ia  to  p lan  an inform al a ll ia n c e  of homophile groups on the E ast Coast. P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  ECHO Is  lim ited  to  fo rm ally  organized groups op era tin g  e a s t  o f the M iss iss ip p i R iv e r , whose main purpose i s  working by law ful means toward the improvement o f the s ta tu s  o f the homosexual in  so c ie ty .
ECHO has sponsored two pu b lic  conferences sin ce  i t s  in cep tio n . The second one, held  in  Washington, D. C. on October 10-11, 1969-, v/as on the theme "Homosexuality; C iv il L ib e r tie s  and S o c ia l R ig h ts ."  The f i r s t  th ree  p a r ts  of THE LADDER'S sp ec ia l coverage of ECHO '5 4  appeared in  the January 1965 is s u e . P a rt Four, the l a s t  one, appears below. The comprehensive rep o rts  in  TEE LADDER are  based on a complete tape reco rd in g  of th is  ECHO conference and no t on the e d ited  t r a n s c r ip t  o f  the even t.

PART FOUR: "ACT OR TEA CH ?"

Key p h ilo so p h ica l d iffe re n c e s  w ith in  the homophile movement were la id  bare in  an in form al debate e n t i t l e d  "Education or L e g is la tio n ? "  which capped the ECHO '6 4  conference. The oppo
nents were Dr. Kurt K onietzko, p sy cho log ist and member o f the 
P h ilad e lp h ia  Board of P a ro le , who spoke in  favor o f emphasis on ed u ca tio n /ln fo rm atio n ; and Dr. F ran k lin  E. Kameny, p h y s i
c i s t  and astronom er, and p re s id e n t o f the M attachlne S ocie ty  of W ashington, who spoke in  favor o f emphasis on le g is la t io n .
Dr. Kameny, as the f i r s t  speaker, c la r i f i e d  fo r  the audience the a l te rn a t iv e  s t r a te g ie s  \inder d iscu ss io n . He sa id  "there  are  th ree  areas in  which emphasis can be p laced  in  a movement such as ou rs; the so c ia l s e rv ic e s , in fo rm ation  and edu cation , c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  and so c ia l r ig h ts ."  These areas overlap  and are complementary, and each major homophile o rg an iza tio n  works in  a l l  th ree  a reas  in  varying degrees. B ut, p a r t ly  because of lim ite d  re so u rc e s , each group chooses v/hioh area  i t  w ill  emp h as ize . S ocia l se rv ice s  must be prov ided, e sp e c ia lly  to  help homosexuals fin d  jobs and ge t le g a l and o th e r p ro fe ss io n a l a id . Yet so c ia l se rv ice s  do not g e t a t  the ro o ts  of the problems - they  only t r e a t  the symptoms. Since the prim ary p u rpose o f the homophile groups, sa id  Dr. Kameny, i s  "to e f f e c t  a l a s t in g  Improvement" in  the s ta tu s  of the homosexipl c i t iz e n ,  the o rg an iza tio n s  must s t r e s s  e i th e r  an edu ca tion /ln fo rm atio n
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program or c iv i l  l l b e r t i e s / s o c l a l  r ig h ts  a c tio n . The s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s , having a p lace  sub o rd in a te  to  th ese  two a rea s  o f b a s ic  s t r a te g y , were th e re fo re  no t d iscussed  in  the deb a te ,
"Act or Teach?" might b e t te r  d esc rib e  the a l t e r n a t iv e s ,  Dr, Kameny suggested . He exp lained  th a t  t r a d i t io n a l ly ,  much of the  homophlle movement has geared i t s e l f  to  edu ca ting  and in -  
form ing, hoping to  change p re ju d ic e d  a t t i t u d e s ,  I  fe e l  th is  i s  wrong," Dr. Kameny charged - and the debate was under way.

The Case fo r  L e g is la tio n
The ed u ca tio n /fo rm atio n  approach, Dr, Kameny s a id ,  r e l i e s  on 
the "naive assum ption th a t  in  m a tte rs  o f in g ra in e d  p re ju d ic e , the m a jo rity  o f people are  r a t io n a l  and amenable to  reason . They a r e n 't  P re jud ice  i s  an em otional commitment, no t an i n t e l l e c tu a l  one, and i s  l i t t l e  i f  a t  a l l  touched by co n s id e ra 
tio n s  o f reason . Study upon s tu d y .. .h a s  shown th i s .
Dr. Kameny c ite d  one rec e n t study which he sa id  "showed th a t  to le ran ce  i s  only s l i g h t ly  promoted by more in fo rm a tio n , th a t  communication of fa c ts  i s  g e n e ra lly  in e f f e c t iv e  a g a in s t p re -  d is p o s i t io n ,"  Large numbers o f people ha te  our gu ts , he warned. In  terms o f th e i r  deep p re ju d ic e s  in  th is  a re a , they are  "uneducable and no n in fo rm ab le ." Anyone doubting th i s  need 
only read  the t r a n s c r ip t  o f the Dowdy subcommittee hearin gs on 
HR 5990, "T h a t's  en trenched p re ju d ic e  in  very  high p laces!
He po in ted  out th a t  "the Negro t r i e d  the ed u ca tio n /in fo rm atio n  
approach fo r  90 years and got alm ost nowhere. In  the nex t ten  years by a vigorous s o c ia l - p r o te s t ,  s o c ia l - a c t io n ,  c i v i l - l i b -  
e r t l e s  type of program, he achieved in  essence ev ery th in g  fo r  which he had been f ig h tin g . L et no t th is  le sso n  be wasted upon u s ."  Dr. Kameny a ls o  r e fe r re d  to  an a r t i c l e  in  SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN about changing a t t i tu d e s  toward in te g ra t io n ,  which in d ic a te d  th a t  " o f f ic i a l  a c tio n  has preceded p u b lic  sen tim en t, and p u b lic  sen tim ent has then  a ttem pted to  accomodate i t s e l f  
to  the new s i tu a t io n ."
A ll these  co n s id e ra tio n s  imply th a t  homophlle groups should d i r e c t  th e i r  main e f f o r ts  toward "changes o f law , r e g u la tio n , and procedure , w hether brought about through l e g i s l a t iv e  means o r J u d ic ia l  ones. One good co u rt case o r co u rt d e c is io n  w ill  go f a r th e r  than a dozen rad io  appearances. A few p ro p erly  w r it te n  l e t t e r s  to  p ro p e rly  chosen p u b lic  o f f i c i a l s . . .w i l l  go much f a r th e r  than a dozen p u b lic  l e c tu r e s ,"  Dr. Kameny sa id .
Prim ary emphasis on e d u ca tlo n /in fo rm a tio n , he claim ed, would le ad  only to  a "very slow process o f  e v o lu tio n ."  A secondary s t r e s s  on ed u ca tlo n /in fo rm atio n  n e v e rth e le ss  has u t i l i t y .  I t  
w i ll  "get us the support of many - bu t very  f a r  from a l l  - of the more in t e l l i g e n t  members o f the community. Even th e re , a d is c o n c e rtin g ly  s tro n g  core o f  r e s is ta n c e  remains and w ill  rem ain ."  E ducation  work w il l  a lso  b r in g  needed p u b l ic i ty .
Summing up. Dr. Kameny adv ised  the homophlle movement to  pu t 
prim ary emphasis on "a vigorous c iv i l  l i b e r t i e s ,  so c ia l  r ig h ts  and s o c ia l  a c tio n  program ." He urged th a t  d isc rim in a to ry  laws
IN

and re g u la tio n s  be te s te d  in  the co u rts  and th a t  cases be encouraged, even rigged  up i f  necessary . He fu r th e r  recommended th a t  a l l  p o ss ib le  law fu l p ressu re  be Imposed upon l e g i s l a to r s .
The Case fo r  Education

Dr. K onietzko f i r s t  made i t  c le a r  th a t  he th in ks in  terms of a la r g e r  problem , "the b a s ic  human qu estio n  of how we g e t people to  l iv e  to g e th e r  harm oniously .. . i n  a b a s ic a l ly  to le r a n t  s o c ie ty . (Dr. Kameny and I )  have a d iffe re n c e  in  approach because I  see th is  as b a s ic a l ly  an edu cational problem ." He sa id  h is  concern i s  fo r  l i b e r a l i z a t io n  in  general of a t t i tu d e s  toward sex . He po in ted  ou t th a t  our Ju d eo -C h rlstian  h e r ita g e  has c rea ted  in  our so c ie ty  an o v e ra ll  problem o f s e x u a lity  which a f f e c ts  the he terosex iia l as w ell as the homosexual.
He noted th a t  clergymen on ECHO's re l ig io u s  panel had spoken of the w orthw hileness of the in d iv id u a l. This i s  "a new th in g  from new le a d e rs . . ..A p p a re n tly  a l l  the c le rg y  doesn t  fe e l th is  w ay," But th is  concept of the in d iv id u a l s worth i s  not y e t g e t t in g  through to  congregations because "most people are e s s e n t ia l ly  b lam e-o rien ted  and p u n ish m en t-o rien ted ,' he sa id . 
Dr, K onietzko claimed such deep p re ju d ic ia l  a t t i tu d e s  cannot be abo lish ed  by le g is la t io n .  F u rth e r, "you ( th e  homophlle groups) a re  not going to  get coopera tion  from the le g is la to r s  
un less  you change some of th e i r  bas ic  p re ju d ic e s  to o .
Homosexuals have in  p o in t of f a c t .  Dr. Konietzko m ain tained , 
only those r ig h ts  which so c ie ty  is  w ill in g  to  g ran t to  them. 
R ights are  a m a tte r  of d e f in i t io n .
D r. Konietzko observed th a t  s o c ie ty 's  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  
r e l ig io u s  ones, are  "charged s p e c i f ic a l ly  w ith  i n s t i l l i n g  in  the young the a t t i tu d e s  of the la rg e r  so c ie ty . He concluded: 
"P re ju d ices are  le a rn e d . And i f  they are  le a rn ed , they  are ta u g h t. I f  you can change the teach in g , then you can change 
the s o c ie ty ."

R eb u tta ls
The spontaneous back -an d -fo rth  went s u b s ta n t ia l ly  as fo llow s.
DR. KAMENY: Dr. Konietzko re fe r re d  to  the c le rg y . Most peop le  have an em otional no t an I n te l le c tu a l  commitment to  th e i r  c le rg y . People w il l  stop d isc rim in a tin g  a g a in s t the homosex
u a l no t because th ey 'v e  changed a s in g le  th lq g  in  th e i r  b u t because th e i r  clergym an, as an em o tio n a l(lead e r, has to ld  
them to  do so .
Also Dr. K onietzko sa id  so c ie ty  d efin es our r ig h ts .  0 ^  d e f in i t io n s  o f (homophlle) r ig h ts  have been c a re fu lly  keyed in . to  the r ig h ts  o f o th e r m in o r i t ie s . So we are  on f a i r l y  firm  
ground in  req u es tin g  those r ig h ts .  J u d ic ia l  means p r a c t i c a l ,  s ince  le g is la tu r e s  are  t ie d  in  too c lo se ly  w ith the p re ju d ic e s  w e 're  f ig h tin g . Even i f  you educate your l e g i s l a 
to r s ,  th ey  s t i l l  h a v e 'to  follow  the w ill  o f th e i r  e n ts .  So you go to  the c o u rts . You a c t ,  to  get what you fe e l 
p ro p e rly  and J u s t i f i a b ly  are  th e  r ig h ts  th a t  are  yours.



DR. KONIETZKO; In  term s o f g e t t in g  yoiu* le g a l  r i g h t s ,  your approach I s  q u ite  s u i ta b le .  You can g e t a co u rt in illng  on any one ca se , and a f t e r  sev e ra l years  you w i l l  have a dozen r u l 
in g s . But I  am more concerned about b a s ic  acceptance o f the homosexual as a htiman b e in g . You should work p r im a r ily  w ith  a heavy ed u ca tlo n /ln fo rm a tlo n  campaign, p lu s  le g a l  a c tio n  where In d ic a te d , r a th e r  than  try in g  to  f ig h t  everyone In  the c o u rts . You w i l l  only e s ta b l is h  a l o t  o f  le g a l  r ig h ts  nobody Is  going to  give you because they  d o n 't  g ra n t them to you em o tio n a lly . 
And when you want to  g e t h i re d , you w i l l  have to  r e tu r n  to  the co u rts  and s t r e s s  your r ig h ts  again  and ag a in , and you w il l  
s t i l l  face the same b a s ic  o s trac ism  and h o s t i l i t y .
The more you a t ta c k ,  the more defensive  people become, and the more r e a c t io n  you ge t -  u su a lly  a r e p r i s a l  r e a c t io n .  The more 
you th re a te n , the  le s s  th e y 're  ab le  to  th in k  s t r a ig h t ,  and the le s s  w i l l in g  they  become to  g ran t you an y th in g . I  th in k  you 
should e x e r t a f irm , g en tle  p re ssu re  through the c o u r ts ,  bu t no t a slam -bang a tta c k  -  because I  th in k  you' re  going to  ge t 
c lobbered . (Applause from audience)
DR. KAMENY; I  d id  no t propose a slam -bang a t ta c k .  Yet I  fe e l th e re  should be d i s t i n c t l y  more than  a f irm , g en tle  p re ssu re  through the c o u r ts . The Negro went to  the  co u rts  and S ou ther
ners s t i l l  d o n 't  l ik e  him. He n e v e rth e le ss  now has h is  bas ic  r ig h t s ,  and th ese  have been e s ta b lis h e d  by th e  c o n s ti tu te d  a u th o r i ty  o f  s o c ie ty , even I f  no t by the w i l l  o f  the  so c ie ty  around him. The changes in  a t t i tu d e  w i l l  accomodate themse lv e s  to  what c o n s ti tu te d  a u th o r i ty  hands down. A fte r  th a t ,  ed u ca tio n /in fo rm a tio n  comes to  the fo re  -  b u t I t  w i l l  go very 
much f a s t e r  a f t e r  the b a s ic  p r in c ip le s  have been e s ta b lish e d  In  a f irm , form al sense .
DR, KONIETZKO; Maybe th is  I s  ju s t  a qu estio n  o f  em phasis. 
M in is te rs  are  the conscience of the community and should be your f i r s t  t a r g e t .  I f  you can g e t the c le rg y  to  a s s e r t  the homosexual I s  a w orthw hile human being  and no t o u ts id e  God* s lo v e , then  people -  and roughly 60^ o f the  people belong to  
some k ind  of church -  w i l l  b e liev e  th ey  must t r e a t  homosexuals l ik e  human beings and w il l  be ready  to  change th e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  You should beg in  by g e t t in g  the church to  say th a t  homosexuali t y  i s  no t a s in  p e r  s e . Then you w il l  have a good argument and be w ell on your way to  g e t t in g  le g a l  su p p o rt. Old values are  being re-exam ined by more humane clergym en, so now Is  the time fo r  you to  g e t on the bandwagon w ith  ed u ca tio n .
DR. KAMENY: Regarding your comment about g e t t in g  the  c le rg y  to  g ra n t th a t  hom osexuality I s  no t a s in ,  I  have a lread y  begun to  ask clergymen ju s t  t h i s .  And I  have found th a t  to  g e t a 
commitment from a clergymen on a s ta tem en t l ik e  th a t  I s  r a th e r  u n lik e ly . Yet you can ge t i t  from some.
DR, KONIETZKO; 100 years  ago you c o u ld n 't  even have asked.
DR. KAMENY: Your p o in t  about g e t t in g  on the bandwagon Is  w ell
made. W ithout d e ro g a tin g  th e  e d u ca tlo n /ln fo rm a tlo n  approach to  th i r d - c la s s  s t a t u s ,  I  would give i t  a ju s t  s l i g h t ly  second ro le  to  the  c iv i l  l i b e r t i e s  approach. t1

DR. KONIETZKO: I  suggest th a t  you n o t push fo r  r ig h ts  fo r  thehomosexual In  s ta te s  where the Model Penal Code I s  coming under c o n s id e ra tio n , fo r  I  th in k  you would endanger the e n t ir e  r e v is io n  o f  our c rim inal Ju s tic e  system . In  s ta te s  th a t  are 
no t ready to  adopt the  Code, you can push fo r  cou rt a c tio n .
QUESTION FROM AUDIENCE; D r. K onletzko, the edu catlon /ln fo rm a
tlo n  approach r e l i e s  h eav ily  on "experts"  because I t  I s  f e l t  they  a re  the ones who e f fe c t iv e ly  Influence  p u b lic  op in ion .Yet the "ex p erts"  are  c o n s tan tly  making pronouncements to  the p u b lic  which c o n tra d ic t the su b jec tiv e  knowledge o f  so many homosexuals. How can homosexuals ge t th e i r  message across to  the p u b lic  and to  those  "e x p e rts ,"  who In c id e n ta lly  a l l  have t h e i r  vested  In te r e s ts ?  And I  Include the  c le rg y .
DR. KONIETZKO; How do you g e t so -c a lle d  ex p erts  to  re-examine th e i r  p o s itio n ?  It*  s fo r  somebody to  challenge them. I f  I t  s 
a q u es tio n  o f m o ra lity , ask the c le rg y . I f  I t ' s  a qu estio n  of I l l n e s s ,  ask the p s y c h ia t r i s t s .  They w ill  give you a dozen 
d i f f e r e n t  answ ers, b u t a t  l e a s t  y o u 'l l  communicate.
DR, KAMENY: A p lace  to  s t a r t  I s  fo r  the homophlle e rg an lza -  tlo n s  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  In  the l a s t  an a ly s is  -  and I  am knowing
ly  o v e rsim p lify ing  -  we_ are  the ejqperts and the a u th o r i t ie s .  And we had b e t t e r  s t a r t  educating  the p u b lic  to  the f a c t  th a t  when th ey  want r e l ia b le  Info rm ation  on homosexuals and homos e x u a li ty , they  come no t to  the p s y c h ia t r i s t s ,  no t to  the mini s t e r s ,  and not to a l l  the rest - they come to u s . (Applause) We are  coming to  be more and more c a lle d  on to  speak In  our own b e h a lf ,  and I t ' s  time we s ta r te d  a coord inated  program to do so . We must g e t ac ross to  the p u b lic  th a t  we are  the ones to  come to ,  no t the  p s y c h ia t r i s t s  o r  a l l  the  r e s t  w ith  th e i r  u t t e r  lack  o f In fo rm ation  and th e i r  d is to r te d  v iew poin ts.
DR, KONIETZKO: One comment on Dr, Kameny's ex p ertn ess . He I sJu s t  as l i a b le  as m yself o r  ex p erts  h e te ro sex u a l o r homosexu a l ,  to  have d is to r te d  views. We are a l l  human beings I

-  Kay Tobin and Barbara G lttln g s

 ̂ E.C.H.O. PIANS FOR 1965
The nex t conference of E ast Coast Homophlle O rgan izations w ill  
be he ld  In  New York on September 18-19, I 965. theme
Is  "The Homosexual C itizen  In thec lp a tln g  group welcomes your support and suggestions fo r  ECHO 
' 65! THE LADDER w ill  continue to  announce confei?ence p lan s .

ADDRESSES OP THE ECHO ORGANIZATIONS
Daughters of B l l l t l s  - (See In sid e  back cover of THE LADDER) M attachlne S o c ie ty  o f  New York - 1133 Broadway, New York 10, 

N6w YorkJanus S o c ie ty  - 3k South 17th S t . ,  P h ilad e lp h ia  3, Penna. M attachlne S ocie ty  o f Washington - P. 0 . Box 1032, Washington 
13, D. C.



n EXPERT” CHALLENGED
A woman and th re e  men tu rned  up to  p ic k e t a le c tu r e  e n t i t l e d
"Homosexuality, a Disease,"
The le c tu re  was given on December 2, 19^^» p a r t  o f the  popu la r  Cooper Union Forum s e r ie s  In  New York C ity . The speaker 
was Dr. Paul R. D lnce, A sso c ia te  In  P sy c h ia try  a t  New York 
Medical C o llege,
S ta tio n in g  them selves a t  en tran ces  to  the la rg e  le c tu r e  h a l l ,  the fo u r p lc k e te rs  handed ou t f re e  l i t e r a t u r e  from honophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s . They wore s ig n s  say ing  Vffi REQUEST 10 MINUTES REBUTTAL TII’E* A typed l e t t e r  ask ing  fo r  r e b u t ta l  tim e was taken to  the  forum’ s chairm an, who agreed to  the  r e q u e s t .
During the qu estio n  and answer p e r io d , one o f the fo u r  p ic k e t -  e rs  was allowed to  speak fo r  te n  m inutes from a microphone In  the aud ience. He p o in ted  ou t th a t  th e  s o -c a lle d  e x p e rts  are 
In  g re a t  d isagreem ent, o f te n  c o n tra d ic tin g  each o th e r  s theor i e s  about hom osexuality . Furtherm ore, he s a id , re se a rc h  on 
hom osexuality I s  skimpy and has been conducted alm ost e n t i r e ly  w ith  unhappy. I l l - a d ju s te d  homosexuals who were p a t ie n ts  undergoing th e rap y . The re se a rc h e rs  u su a lly  s t a r t  w ith  the assum ption th a t  hom osexuality i s  â  d is e a s e , so I t  I s  no t su r 
p r is in g  th a t  th e i r  conclusions s i^ p o r t  t h i s  b ia sed  view. He noted th a t  those  who c a l l  hom osexuality a d isea se  r a r e ly  warn th e i r  l i s t e n e r s  about the unscrupulous th e ra p is ts  who charge e x o rb ita n t ho u rly  fees and prom ise q u ick , easy  cures to  naive homosexuals or t h e i r  d is tra u g h t p a re n ts .
Applause fo r  the  c h a llen g e r  topped applause fo r  the  le c tx ire r , who appeared stunned fo r  a moment by the re a c tio n  o f the  a u d ience . Dr. Dlnce conceded the p o in t  about unscrvpulous th e ra p i s t s .  "U n fo rtu n a te ly ,"  he s a id ,  "they do e x i s t . "  He added cand id ly  th a t  i t  was q u ite  a su rp r is e  to  be p ic k e te d , and to  rece iv e  such a r e b u t t a l ,  a t  h is  f i r s t  p u b lic  l e c tu r e .

-  Kay Tobin
E d i to r ’ s n o te :  Meet The C hallenger -  on our back cover!

T 'a . n d e m  P u l > l  i o s i t  i o n

The New York M attachlne S o c ie ty  and th e  Washington M attachine S o c ie ty  are  p o o ling  th e i r  p u b lish in g  re so u rces  and a re  about to  Issu e  t h e i r  p u b l ic a t io n s , s e p a ra te ly  e d i te d ,  under a s in g le  cov er. The f i r s t  is su e  o f the amalgamated New York M attachlne NEWSLETTER and Washington Mattachlne GAZETTE will be datellned 
F ebruary , I 965, S u b sc rip tio n  p r ic e  f o r  th i s  tw o-ln-one c a tio n  I s  only $3 .00 . Send to  e i t h e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  (see  th e i r  ad d resses  a t  bottom o f page 1 7 ), Keep up w ith  th e  views and news o f two o f the most a c tiv e  homophile groups in  th e  u . s . i

Lesbian Literature in ’64
by Gene Damon

1961+ was a wonderful year In  le sb ia n  l i t e r a tu r e  ( a f t e r  a r e l a t iv e ly  d isap p o in tin g  1963 seaso n ), w ith  some e x c itin g  d iscov e r ie s  and an a ll - t im e  high In  q u a li ty  hardback books *n the s u b je c t .  There was a t o t a l  o f  195 t i t l e s :  3i+ hardbacks and
161 paperback o r ig in a l s .  A ll the hardback works are Included In  th is  survey a r t i c l e ,  bu t only those paperbacks worth lookin g  In to  are  covered. The m erit o f  paperbacks I s  always open to  d eb a te . Some fe e l  they should be Judged on the same le v e l as hardbacks -  b u t t h i s ,  in  my view. I s  u n r e a l i s t i c  and overlooks the  Intended fu n c tio n  o f paperback o r ig in a l s ,  which is  
lig h tw e ig h t en te rta inm en t on ly .
The o u ts tan d in g  hardback t i t l e  o f  the year -  and p o s s ^ l y  the b e s t le s b ia n  novel s ince  C la ire  Morgan’ s 1952 book THE PRICE dP SALT -  I s  Jane Rule’ s THE DESERT OP THE HEART London, Seeker and Warburg, 1964-; T oronto, M acmillan, 1964) . This novel has no t y e t been re lea sed  In  the U .S ,, b u t I s  te n ta t lv e -  iv  due ou t In  June 19^5 from an American p u b lish e r . Don t  m iss I t .  There I s  every In g red ien t to  c a l l  f o r th  adm ira tion , lo v e , adven tu re , c o n f l ic t ,  and q u a li ty  o f w ritin g  seldom found 
in  a f i r s t  novel. I t  concerns an In ten se  love a f f a i r ,  w itn  r e a l i s t i c  com plications and a happy denouement.
R obert Neumann’ s FESTIVAL (London, B arrie  and R o c k llf f , 19^3) 
I s  my choce fo r  second novel o f  the year -  not second In  ta l e n t  bu t in  em otional Im pact. I t  I s  a moving s to ry  ® b r i e f  romance between two women, one w orld ly , one very young, 
whose d e s t in ie s  make th e i r  attachm ent Im possib le.
A novel Intended as s a t i r e  tu rned out to  con ta in  some re a l  romance and se rio u s  c o n s id e ra tio n  of the demands lesb ian ism  
e n t a i l s .  In  HONEY FOR THE BEARS by Anthony Burgess (N orton, 1963 1964-), a R ussian woman p h y sic ian  changes a m iserable
E ng lish  housewife In to  a happy woman through h e r lo ve .
One choice t i t l e  each In  the  popu lar f ie ld s  ° f  humor helped make th is  a banner y e a r . S e b p t le n  J a p r ls o t  s p rize -w in n in g  novel TRAP FOR CINDERELLA (Simon and Schustqr 
I 96I+) holds you on the edge o f your c h a ir  as you t r y  to  d ^ n e  which o f the two g i r l s  Is  dead and why and who k i l l e d  the Q uestionable co rpse . A fte r  th a t .  I t ’ s fun to  watch Louise W. 
King’ s THE DAY V/E WERE MOSTLY BUTTERFLIES (London, Michael Joseph 1963: N. Y ., Doubleday, 196k) flap p in g  away In to  the s u n s e tw l th  the d e l ig h tfu l  c o te r ie  of gay in t e r io r  d eco ra to r 
Lurlce, which Includes the  sca tte rh e a d  Miss Moppet, h e r lo v e r 
L i l l i a n ,  and a p e t  horned toad named Butchy.
Some novels defy c la s s i f ic a t io n .LATE BREAKPASTERS by Robert Alckman (London, G ollancz, 9



w ill  p robab ly  be the fa v o r ite  t i t l e  o f  1 9 fo r  many re a d e rs . I t  in c lu d es  one o f those ey e -co n tac t romances, w ith  the sudtJen l ig h tn in g  of em otions. For those who en joy  S h ir le y  Jackson s 
books, Aickman's novel w ill  have s tro n g  ap p ea l, s in ce  th e re  i s  a decided overtone of su p e rn a tu ra l m ystery In  the f a t a l  a f f a i r  o f  Louise and G rise ld a , and the subsequent l i f e  of G rlse ld a .
David S ta c to n 's  OLD ACQUAINTANCE (Putnam, 196iJ-) tak es up the l iv e s  o f two o ld e r homosexuals, a man and a woman who have shared  a f fe c t io n  fo r  many y e a rs . The novel i s  too slow-moving fo r  a l l  t a s t e s ,  bu t i t ' s  f u l l  o f w itty  a s id e s , knowing convers a tio n  and i n t e r io r  monologues which the l i t e r a t e  gay read e r 
w il l  d ig .
For years M arguerite S teen has w r i t te n  g o o d -q u a lity  popu lar n o v e ls . Now, l ik e  many o th e r  mainstream  n o v e l is ts ,  she has en te re d  the f ie ld  o f le s b ia n  l i t e r a tu r e  w ith h e r  book A CANDLE 
IN THE SUN (Doubleday, l ')6k). The b e s t p a r t  of th is  E n g lish  romp i s  the c h a ra c te r  Oggle S chneider, who proves th a t  s te te o -  types need not be v i tu p e ra t iv e ly  drawn, Oggle i s  a butchy g i r l ,  and she i s  p resen ted  so w ell th a t  she w ill  be r e a l  to  
the knowing and in o ffe n s iv e  to  the casual re a d e r .
Another well-known n o v e l is t  making a f i r s t  ven tu re in to  the f i e ld  i s  R ichard L lew ellyn in  h is  SliIEET MORN OF JUDAS DAY (Doubleday, 1961^). The le s b ia n  theme i s  r e l a t i v e ly  minor and somewhat obscured by the ho t-house South American s e t t in g ,  bu t the le s b ia n  woman i s  a f a sc in a t in g  w itch .
The disappoin tm ent o f the year i s  E liz a b e th  Bowen* s THE LITTLE GIRLS (Doubleday, 1963, 196I1) . Had a le s s e r  w r i te r  produced th is  n o v e l, i t  would m erit p ra is e  and be c a lle d  "p rom ising ." But fo r  one o f the most im portan t n o v e l is ts  in  the E n g lish - speak ing w orld, and one who co n tr ib u te d  a sm all m asterp iece  to  le s b ia n  l i t e r a t u r e  (THE HOTEL, D ia l , 1928), i t  i s  a f a i lu r e .
Admirers of I r i s  Murdoch have no doubt a lread y  read  her l a t e s t  n o v e l, THE ITALIAN GIRL (V ik ing , 196i|). But fo r  those of you 
who have never acqu ired  th a t  s p e c ia l t a s t  fo r  h e r  w r it in g , h e r  w i tty  a n a ly s is  of the draughts o f human r e la t io n s h ip s ,  now 
i s  the  tim e. This book i s  c a v ia r .
Merle M ille r  con tinues to  Include a l l  types o f homosexuals in  h is  panoramic novels on s o c ia l  m ores, and he i s ,  as alw ays, 
q u ite  f a i r  in  A DAY IN LATE SEPTEMBER (Morrow-S1oane, 1963).
A b r i e f ,  c ru e l episode Invo lv ing  a le s b ia n  b ru ta l iz e d  by the hero (? ) appears in  J .  I n c h a r d l 's  PORTRAIT OP A SEAMAN (John Day, I 96I1) .  However, the a u th o r 's  sympathy i s  e n t i r e ly  w ith the  le sb ia n  v ic tim  and h is  novel has power and shows prom ise.
Both Leon U ris ' ARMAGEDDON (Doubleday, I 96I+) and THE FUGITIVE 
by P ie r re  Gascar ( L i t t l e ,  Brown, 196!̂ ) co n ta in  minor r e f e r 
ences to  lesb ian ism ; in  bo th  books th ese  concern wartime and post-w artim e p r o s t i tu t io n  in  B e r l in . The p e rso n a l l i f e  o f the 
f r in g e  people in  wartime London i s  th e  g en era l theme o f CAN I  GET THERE BY CANDLELIGHT by J u l iu s  Horowitz (Atheneum, 19^^), 
which Inc lu des se v e ra l homosexuals as m iscellaneous f ig u re s .

Maude H u tch in s 's  HONEY ON THE MOON (Morrow, 1964-) i s  a major male homosexual t i t l e ,  b u t i t  w ill  be o f in te r e s t  to  le sb lan a  
fans because i t  Includes as minor ch a rac te rs  an e x c e lle n tly  drawn le s b ia n  couple. Miss Hutchins freq u en tly  w rite s  about 
hom osexuals, and she handles the  su b jec t m atte r w e ll.
Lane Kauffmann's v /itty  s to ry  about the p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  a so c ie ty  m arriage which i s ,  as in d ic a te d  in  the cermony, AN HOW- ORABLE ESTATE (L ip p in c o tt, 196*+), con ta ins sev e ra l homosexual c h a ra c te rs  o f bo th , or r a th e r  a l l ,  sexes. The handling is  s im ila r  to  Merle M i l le r 's  "In teg ra ted "  novels mentioned above.
The y e a r 's  In e v ita b le  co lleg e  novel, and a r e a l ly  good one fo r  a change, i s  Andrea Newman's A SHARE OP THE VJORLD (London, THE Bodley Head, I 96U; N, Y ., New American L ib ra ry , I 96I+). Vihile the le s b ia n  elem ent i s  no t m ajor, i t  i s  s u b s ta n tia l and the g i r l  i s  a prim ary c h a ra c te r . The s to ry  l i n e ,  however, i s  sad.
With a l l  the a t te n t io n  devoted to  p o l i t i c s  in  196^ , i t  was no su rp r ise  to  f in d  a couple of p o l i t i c a l  novels of relevance to  th i s  a r t i c l e ,  THE LOSERS by Borden Deal (Doubleday, 196»̂ ) i n volves one o f those unbelievab le  m iraculous conversions to  h e te ro s e x u a li ty , Harold B lenvenu's THE PATRIOT (S t , M artin s P re ss , 1964-) i s  an ugly ta le  about the forming o f a group of s u p e r -p a tr io ts  a la  John B irch  S o c ie ty . None of the book is  redeem ing, bu t i t  serves as a warning. A le sb ia n  c h a ra c te r  i s  
one of the pavms of the game.
L esbian In c e s t con tinues to  tu rn  up as a theme -  very u n p leasa n t ly  in  E lle n  R yder's unsuccessfu l f i r s t  novel, THE RED BAIZE 
DOOR (London, New A u thors, 1964).
THE GREAT SWEET DAYS OF OLD SHIBUI by H. D. M ille r  {Doubleday, 
1964) w i l l  appeal to  those who fin d  en terta inm en t in  the b ea t w orld. Prom the same w orld, bu t on a h igher le v e l of w r it in g , comes A JOURNAL OP LOVE by, Edward Mannlx (D ia l, 1964). Though some o f i t s  mannerisms are  i r r i t a t i n g ,  the novel inc ludes a 
leng thy  and s p e c if ic  account of a le sb ia n  a f f a i r .
U sually  i t  i s  in  the paperback f ie ld  th a t  one fin d s  the lov; p o in t of the year. But in  1964, d e sp ite  the p le th o ra  of newsstand  t r i p e ,  the zero r a t in g  goes to  Burton V/ohl s hardcover 
novel THE JET SET (D ia l, 196U; a lso  D ell paperback, 1964) fo r  i t s  un iform ly lousy w rit in g  and d i s ta s te f u l  sex scenes.
In  p a s t  years my surveys have included  o ld e r t i t l e s  (two years 
o r le s s )  d iscovered  too l a t e  fo r  mention in  the 
annual a r t i c l e .  This year I found an tS s ^¿v-THE JUMPING OPP PLACE by G aret Rogers (D ia l, 1962). ™ ls nov e l  was widely reviewed and noted as being concerned w ith male hom osexuality . But th e re  i s  a lso  a major le sb ia n  theme, in 
troduced by a c lev e r  l i t e r a r y  d isg u ise .
Some f a i r  paperback o r ig in a ls  appeared in  1964, i f  «« paperbacks as p rov id ing  en te rta inm en t on a more s u p e r f ic ia l  le v e l  than  hardbacks. Even so . the number o f good paperback
t i t l e s  i s  sm all compared to  former f f ^ h a t  s ig n  th a t  the genre i s  ending except fo r  the tra sh y  item s th a t



are  of no I n te r e s t .  V a le rie  T aylor c o n tr ib u te d  two no vels .A WORLD 'WITHOUT MEN {Midwood Tower, 1963, 196U-] in tro d u ces  
provocative E rika  Prohuiann, who has an a b o rtiv e  bu t b e liev ab le  a f f a i r  w ith a lc o h o lic  Kate Wood. RETURN TO LESBOS (Midwood Tower, 1963, I 96II) i s  a sequel to  STRANGER ON LESBOS (Faw cett C re s t ' i 960) which brought two popu lar le s b ia n  c h a ra c te rs  onto the f ic t io n  scene: P rannle and Bake. Bake i s  ab sen t from theseq u e l, b u t P rann ie , reco g n iz in g  h e r  s ick en in g  e r r o r  dep ic ted  in  the e a r l i e r  s to ry , meets E rika  and to g e th e r  they  b u ild  the stepp ing  stones necessary  to  a re sp o n s ib le  m arriag e . Miss T aylor c o n s is te n tly  produces above-average paperbacks.
THE HOUSEGUEST by Kimberly Kemp (Midwood Tower, 1961J.) i s  noted here only because o f i t s  theme: the dilemma o f a widow o f high p r in c ip le s  viho f a l l s  in  love w ith  h e r  d a u g h te r 's  roommate. The 
theme deserves a se rio u s  novel; th is  one i s  oversexed t r ip e .
The b e s t-w r i t te n  paperback o f the year - d e sp ite  i t s  derogato ry  c lic h e  t i t l e  (was i t  tacked on by the p u b lish e r? )  - i s  TVilLIGHT LOVERS by Miriam Gardner (Monarch, 196k ) . The p lo t  i s  a brouhaha of com p lica tion s, b u t i t  co n ta in s  more ex tensiv e  
c h a ra c te r  and m otiva tion  development than i s  norm ally found in  
a paperback o r ig in a l  novel.
Lesbian p lays are ra re  and seldom do they  t r e a t  the su b je c t 
franlcly. Ronald Duncan's p lay  THE CATALYST (London, The Rebel P re ss , 196!!) i s  frank y e t devoid o f s e n sa tio n a lism . I t  i s  a 
w ell-handled  s to ry  o f a menage a t r o i s .
Two p o p u la r-lev e l n o n -f ic tio n  books made news th i s  y e a r : one,a c rass  J o u rn a lis t ic  p a s te -u p , THE GRAPEVINE by Jess  S team  
(Doubleday, 196I1); the o th e r , THE LESBIAN IN AMERICA by Donald Webster Cory (C ita d e l, 196I+). Mr. C ory 's book, d e sp ite  flaw s, i s  a w e ll- in te n tio n e d  e f f o r t  to  d iscu ss  le sb ia n s  and the l e s b ian  m in o rity  from an arm chair psycho log y /so cio log y  v iew poin t.
There was an o u ts tan d in g  biography to  d e l ig h t the h i s to r y - o r i ented  re a d e r . The com bination o f s c h o la rsh ip 'a n d  honesty  i s  re fre sh in g  in  Maurice A sh ley 's  THE STUARTS IN LCVE (M acm illan, 
196*̂ ) which covers the g re a t S tu a r t  monarchs o f  S co tland  and England in  the iSOO's and 1700 's .  Many o f th ese  r u le r s  were 
wholly o r p a r t ly  homosexual: James I ,  C harles I ,  V illllam  I I Iand h is  wife Mary, and Queen Anne. (Ed. n o te : A b io g rap h ica l
sketch  of rjueen Anne appeared in  THE LADDER, November 1961J-).
Five good sh o rt s to r ie s  - a h igh  number - were found in  1964-, and fo u r of these were by d is tin g u ish e d  c o n tr ib u to rs  to  the 
genre. A u strian  poet Ingeborg Bachmann's s to ry  "A Step Toward Gomorrah" ( THE THIRTIETH YEAR: Knoph, ,1964) le av es  the read erle s s  than happy. But the experience d ep ic ted  has happened to  more than one of u s , and the w r it in g  i s  s u p e r io r . John 
O'Hara, who w rite s  b e t t e r  sh o rt s to r i e s  than  he does no ve ls , convincingly  p o rtra y s  the l iv e s  o f  a le s b ia n  and a male homosexual - viith the c o n tra s ts  in  th e i r  ad justm en ts to  l i f e  - in  
h is  long s to ry  "Yucca K n o lls"  (THE HAT ON THE BED: RandomHouse, 1963), H. E, B a te s 's  s to ry  "Breeze Anstey" (THE BEST 
OP H. E. BATES; L i t t l e ,  Brown, 1963) i s  l i k e  D. H. Lawrence's n o v e le tte  THE POX in  th a t  i t  concerns two women who run  a farm

to g e th e r , bu t i t  i s  somewhat more sym pathetic to  the le sb ia n  who loves in  v a in , A second s to ry  by Mr. B a te s , "THE Diamond 
H air P in" (THE FABULOUS MRS. V .: London, Michael Joseph,
196if) i s  a re a d e r 's -c h o ic e  ta l e  in  which lesb ian ism  seems the p la u s ib le  conclusion . The l e a s t  l i t e r a t e  of the f iv e  s to r i e s ,  b u t the most rew arding one in  my op in ion , i s  in  a paperback o r ig in a l  c o l le c t io n . I t  i s  "Testament of a Green-Eyed Man" by Denys Val Baker (THE STRANGE AND THE DAMNED: Pyramid, 1964),A husband. Jealous o f the a t te n t io n  h is  wife rece ives from ano th er woman, decides to  rape the woman - w ith  le s s  than f o r tu i to u s  consequences fo r  h im se lf. I t ' s  both funny and i r o n ic .
Since the  t i t l e s  in  th is  survey were compiled by December 1, 
1964, om issions w ill  be covered in  next y e a r 's  a r t i c l e .
Readers who have seen my annual re p o r t on le sb ia n  l i t e r a tu r e  in  p rev ious years  ( i t  has been a LADDER fea tu re  since  1958) w i l l  note th a t  th is  y ea r, fo r  the f i r s t  tim e, a complete l i s t  of a l l  t i t l e s  p e r ta in in g  to  lesb ian ism  has not been included . There are  too many t i t l e s ,  and the m a jo rity  are  tra sh y  pap er
backs no t worthy o f m ention in  th is  survey. Those readers in te r e s te d  in  an a l l - in c lu s iv e  l i s t  should watch fo r announce
ment o f the  new e d i t io n  o f the com ulative CHECKLIST, ed ite d  by Marlon Zimmer B radley and m yself. Notice of i t s  p u b lic a tio n  
date w il l  appear in  a fu tu re  Issue o f THE LADDER.

Gene Damon Talks about Herself

Once when I  was 18, and f u l l  of the brashness bred by lack  of con fiden ce . I  went in to  a l ib r a r y  to  k i l l  tim e. In sp ire d  by a whim I  asked the a t t r a c t iv e  l i b r a r i a n  on duty i f  they had THE WELl ' oF LONELINESS (sh lc h  I  a lread y  owned). I  was hoping fo r 
a shocked re a c tio n . In s te a d , she coo lly  assured  me they had 
no t only th is  book bu t o thers  in  the same l i n e ,  and she ree le d  o f f  s e v e ra l t i t l e s .  That was th i r te e n  years ago. Now I  have hundreds o f o th e r books - and I  s t i l l  have the same read e r s 
a d v is o r ."

SO SEEING YOU
Amidst my myriad dreams were f i r s t  loves embers.
So see ing  you I  knew a beginning had begun.
The end i s  no t in  view But by our very beginnings 
We know th e re  must be one.

K ris  Carson



To Tell or Not To Tell

I

Should I  admit my hom osexuality to  my p a ren ts?  That i s  the qu estio n  con fron tin g  thousands of men and women in  th is  count r y  each y e a r . I  b e liev e  th a t ,  w ith  few ex ce p tio n s , homosexu a ls  can ge t accep tance and un derstan d in g  from t h e i r  p a re n ts .
The f i r s t  step  i s  to  pu t a s id e , i f  you have them, the fe e lin g s  o f g u i l t  which many homosexuals c a r ry  around l ik e  M arley 's  
ch a in s . Pace i t ,  th e re  i s  no d isg race  in  being  a le sb la n l Any d isg race  you fe e l  comes from the same k ind  o f p re ju d ic e  we 
accuse o th e rs  o f h arbo ring .
Then, i f  you are  no t ashamed of your way o f l i f e  and your way of lo v e , you can p re se n t a convincing case to  th o s e 'n e a r  and dear to  you fo r  accep tance of your o r ie n ta t io n .
Home s i tu a t io n s  vary , and each homosexual w i l l  have d i f f e r e n t  problems to  consider when pondering th is  d e c is io n . Perhaps one p a ren t i s  more sym pathetic than the o th e r . P in e , I  say , choose th a t  one to  t e l l  your s to ry  to ,  i f  you decide to  t e l l .
On the o th e r  hand, perhaps you have reason  to  th in k  th a t  your p a ren ts  could not p o ss ib ly  understand . N ev erth e less , you can t e l l  them by exemple. Take your f r ie n d  "home" w ith  you on h o lid ay s , mention the time you spend w ith  h e r fam ily , r e f e r  to 
h er in  your phone conversations w ith  your p a re n ts ,  u n t i l  they  g rad u a lly  fe e l th a t  th is  person i s  an e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  o f your l i f e .  They may no t comprehend why she means so much to  you. But they  w ill  r e a l iz e  th is  i s  the case , and fo r  the  most p a r t ,  I  b e l ie v e , they  w ill  accep t i t .  I f  you convey t a c t f u l l y  the idea  o f your commitment, they  w il l  p robably  come to  fe e l  th a t  your f r ie n d  i s  a tru e  member o f the fam ily .
Why l iv e  h a l f  a l i f e  anjnihere? Why continue the decep tion  in  which each h a l f  o f your m arriage goes home alone to  h e r own 
p a ren ts  fo r  every m ajor holiday? lihy no t go to g e th e r , s p l i t t in g  your v i s i t s  between the fa m ilie s , as h e te ro sex u a l m arried couples g e n e ra lly  do?
I f  you are  not w ill in g  to  make i t  p la in  th a t  your prim ary lo y a l t y  i s  to  your f r ie n d , the a l te r n a t iv e s  may be p a in f u l .  Are you r is k in g  your m arriage to  make m other and dad happy? Are you being  f a i r  to  your p a ren ts  when you spend time away from them th a t  they  fe e l e n t i t l e d  to ,  w hile no t g iv in g  them the  r e assurance about your motive th a t  they need?
Maybe you h a v e n 't  y e t en te red  in to  a homosexual m arriag e . Now might be the time to  c le a r  the a i r  and make sure your fam ily  
understands your o r ie n ta t io n .  I t  may make things^ e a s ie r  l a t e r  on when you take on a double r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  I f  your p a ren ts  love you, I  th in k  the chances are  they  w il l  do th e i r  b e s t  to  accep t you and yoTir needs,
24

For your own peace of mind and fo r  th e i r s ,  t e l l  them - by word or by example -  where yo\ir needs l i e .  Hake sure th a t  a l l  the Im portant persons in  your l i f e ,  e s p e c ia lly  your p a re n ts , have an easy  b a s is  on which to  m ain tain  re la tio n s h ip s  w ith  you.
- Vern Niven

L et me add my voice to  the many o th e rs  who have compllmentea you on the improved UDDER. No m atte r what e lse  I  have to  do, the minute a copy a r r iv e s  in  the m ail, I  se ize  upon i t  and read i t  through from one end to  the o th e r . You are  doing a 
f in e  job!

-  P. I .  B . , C a lifo rn ia

One o f the most p e rn ic io u s  a t t i tu d e s  taken tov;ard homosexuali t y ,  and c u r re n tly  a popu lar one, i s  the one branding the con
d i t io n  as a d ise a se .
As a p sy c h o lo g is t, I  consider a person em otionally  h ea lth y  i f  he i s  a d ju s te d  to  h im self and makes a c o n tr ib u tio n  to  so c ie ty . And I  know many homosexuals who meet these  c r i t e r i a .  Many are so w ell ad ju s ted  to  what they are  th a t  they n e ith e r  d e s ire  to  be , nor can they  conceive of being , o th e r  than they a re . F urth e r .  I  see no m erit in  t e l l i n g  homosexuals: There i s  only asm all chance o f cu re . Y ou're s ic k , bu t adapt to  i t  as w ill  as you can ."  I f  the co n d itio n  i s  alm ost im possible to  change, a t  l e a s t  where a d u lts  are  concerned, i t  seems to  me I t  i s  importa n t  th a t  homosexuals perceive  them selves as h ea lth y  i t  tne f a c ts  perm it th a t  in te r p r e ta t io n .  And I  contend th a t  they do. Evelyn Hooker and o th e rs  have found no more neu rosis among homosexuals than among h e te ro se x u a ls , i f  one except the sexual 
o r ie n ta t io n  i t s e l f .
Some p s y c h ia tr i s ts  speak of the p e rcen t of "ciu’es" made among th e i r  own p a t ie n ts .  We are never given s t a t i s t i c s  about how many u l t im a te ly  re tiim  to hom osexuality. Furtherm ore, we do no t know how many of those who were u n su ccessfu lly  tre a te d  become more confused than before the e f f o r t  to  convert them.
Two Im portant fa c to rs  in  any in d iv id u a l 's  adjustm ent to  being 
homoseiwal a re  th e se : he should e s ta b lis h  a c le a rc u t concept 
of what he i s ,  and accep t i t ;  and he should develop a strong  enough ego to  accep t h is  r ig h t  to  d i f f e r  from the m a jo rity .

-  A P sy ch o lo g ist, Mew York



In  your November Issu e  th e re  ap p a re n tly  vfasn^t room fo r  any 
f ic t i o n  -  and I  missed i t .  I  m issed the em otional appeal th a t f i c t i o n  has. Too much f a c t ,  f a c t ,  f a c t  (even i f  i t  concerns happy news about p rog ress in  the homophile movement) has fo r 
me an uncom fortable r ig o r .  I  w o u ldn 't want THE LADDER to  b e come a pure n e w s le tte r . P lease  never l e t  the romance, n o s ta l g ia , and fe e lin g  of SISTERHOOD d isap p ear from i t s  pages.

- L. H ., D i s t r i c t  o f Columbia
E d i to r 's  no te : F ic t io n  and p o e try  m anuscrip ts a re  welcome!

The review o f LAW, LIBERTY, AND PSYCHIATRY (Septem ber) le d  me to  check in to  the s i tu a t io n  here in  New J e rse y . Vie have one o f the p s y c h ia tr ic a l ly -o r le n te d  sex law s, and the  o f f i c i a l s  I in terv iew ed  seemed to  fe e l  i t  i s  a model one. The crux i s  i t s  r e lia n c e  on a d iag n o s tic  c e n te r  which serv es as a d v iso r  to  the c o u rts . The p roced ure , used w ith  hundreds each y e a r , i s  fo r  the person convicted  of a sex o ffense  to  be s e n t th e re  by the Judge, who has no choice in  the m a tte r . The o ffense  may be as minor as s o l i c i t in g .  The conv icted  person  i s  then  re tu rn e d  to  
co u rt w ith a r e p o r t ,  and the Judge i s  re q u ire d  - i f  the re p o r t so d i re c ts  - to  commit him to  one o f the  s ta t e  m ental h o sp i
t a l s  fo r  a p erio d  no t to  exceed th e  term  he would have had to  serve in  a p r iso n . A pparently  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  in  some oases to  re fu se  tre a tm en t, bu t th is  i s  r a r e ly  done. And a p r iso n e r  so 
re fu s in g  would probably  g e t the maximum sen ten ce . D iagnosis 
before t r i a l  may be made in  some cases a ls o .  The law i s  d esc rib ed  as "p ro te c tin g  both the p a t ie n t  and the community."
rfhat happens to  the person  a t  the d iag n o s tic  c en te r?  He can s tru g g le  to  prove h is  s a n i ty ,  and th ereb y  be recommended fo r  o rd in a ry  Imprisonm ent, Or he can accep t a h o s p i ta l ,  fo r  b e t 
t e r  o r worse - and worse can be p r e t t y  bad in  an u n d e rs ta f fe d  s ta te  h o s p i ta l .  In  th e se , a l l  too many "cured" p a t ie n ts  prove to  have been reduced by t r a n q u i l iz e r s  to  a g lassy -ey ed  apathy . C e r ta in ly  no deep psychotherapy can be a ttem p ted  on the budget 
a v a i la b le .
At l e a s t  New Je rsey  has one advantage over Pennsylvania and New York: h o s p i ta l  commitments in  those s ta t e s  a re  no t r e 
s t r i c t e d  to  the le g a l  time l im i ts  s e t  on the p r iso n  sen tence fo r  a given o ffe n se . There i s  a g re a t deal o f  evidence here to  support Dr, S z a sz 's  co n ten tio n  th a t  th e re  has been a s h i f t  in  a u th o r i ty  from J u d ic ia l  to  "m ed ical,"

-  S . N ., New Je rsey

I  compliment you on the very high q u a l i ty  o f THE LADDER, I t  i s  an e x c e lle n t example o f re sp o n s ib le  Journalism  in  a f i e ld  
th a t  cou ld  very  w ell f a l l  in to  m audlin sen tim en t o r to  the o th e r  extreme o f se n sa tio n a lism , e i t h e r  o f  which would d e fe a t the purpose fo r  which the p e r io d ic a l  was e s ta b lis h e d .

-  P ro fe sso r  V, C ., Ind iana
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D i d  Y o u  Know. . .

that many men as well as women read THE LADDER? 
Nearly one-fifth of the magazine's subscribers 
are men. They include professional persons, 
supporters of D.O.B. and its work, and members 
of other homophile organizations.
That's subscriber Randolfe Wicker above: New
York man-about-town, radio/TV personality, and
one-man homosexual crusade. Randy writes, "THE
LADDER really says something. It's one of the 
top two homophile magazines." He didn't naune 
the other one - but whichever it is, THE LADDER 
tries harder! Why not subscribe today?

THE LADDER-a unique gift, 
a unique magazine!


