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ViM^tenA 0̂  B I L I T I S
A  tV O M E N -S  ORC.ASIZATIOS FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION O F THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY

......

O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its  social, civic and economic im plications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public d iscussions on pertinent sub­
jec ts  to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to  society .

0 Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

© P a r tic ip a tio n  in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sib le psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the sta te  legislatures.
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The Lesbian in America
by Donald W ebster Cory 

C ita d e l P re s s ,  196l(-. 288 p ag es. $5*95.

C o ry 's  book on the  le s b ia n  I s  now o u t, d ed ica ted  " to  the cou­
rageous women o f the D aughters o f  B l l l t l s . "  A rev iew er w r i t ­
in g  In  a p u b l ic a t io n  o f  the  same D aughters o f  B l l l t l s  must 
make a s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  to  be o b je c tiv e  in  h e r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f 
such a book, e s p e c ia l ly  In  view o f the  g re a t  deb t the  homo- 
p h l le  movement a lre a d y  owes to  Donald W ebster Cory. Such ob­
j e c t i v i t y  w i l l  be th e  aim h e re .

Cory w r ite s  a s p e c ia l  brand o f  book on hom osexuality . Like 
h is  p a th -b re a k in g  HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA, th i s  one I s  n e i th e r  
pure jo u rn a lism  nor a s c h o la r ly  work; r a th e r  I t  combines p e r ­
son a l im p ress io n s . In te rv ie w s , su rveys o f what o th e rs  have 
had to  say on the s u b je c t ,  w ith  h is  own th ough ts and c o n c lu ­
s io n s . But th i s  book Is  l i g h t e r  In  w eight ( In  b o th  senses] 
than  h is  o r ig in a l  book on male hom osexuals; I t  has much more 
e y e -c a tch in g  d ia lo g u e , and I t  I n e v i ta b ly  la c k s  the d riv e  and 
sense o f urgency o f  the f i r s t  book on men. What saves I t  
from mere Jo u rn a lism , what e le v a te s  I t  above the  J e ss  S te a m  
le v e l  ( i t  w i l l  undoubtedly  be compared w ith  THE GRAPEVINE) I s  
th a t  (1 ) Cory has had a f a r  lo n g e r  and o f  course  deeper a c ­
q u a in tan ce  w ith  h is  s u b je c t  th an  S te a m , (2) Cory has a th e o ­
r e t i c a l  background, and (3) Cory has a p p lie d  gray  m a tte r  to  
the s u b je c t .  F u rtherm ore , when he o f f e r s  o p in ions he Is  
d i r e c t  - he does n o t r e s o r t  to  Innuendo. His book, u n lik e  
S t e a m 's ,  has a b ib lio g ra p h y  - a sm all b u t s ig n i f i c a n t  d e ­
t a i l .  L ike the  S te a m  book, C o ry 's  (a s  sugg ested  by h is  ded­
ic a t io n )  I s  sym pathetic  to  the  D.O.B. o rg a n iz a tio n  and I t s  
l e a d e r s ;  u n lik e  S te a m , Cory has sympathy a ls o  f o r  the mass 
o f  In d iv id u a ls  in  o r ou t o f  the  o rg a n iz a tio n .

These th in g s  having  been s a id ,  i t  must be no ted  th a t  the  book 
w il l  no t o f f e r  a g re a t  d ea l th a t  I s  new to  those  who e i t h e r  
know the  gay world o r  have been fo llo w in g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
homophlle o rg a n iz a tio n s . The b o o k 's  form ula appears a l i t t l e  
s t a l e  (no doubt due In  p a r t  to  C o ry 's  p rev io u s  w r i t in g s ) ,  and 
th e re  I s  much th a t  i s  t r i t e  and d u l l .  Here a re  some c h a p te r  
t i t l e s :  "A Glance Through the  A ges,"  "Why Am I  Gay?" "Butch
and  Femme," "The B isex u a l Woman," "The M irro r o f  L i t e r a tu r e ,"  
"At the  B a r ."

On the  o th e r  hand, th e re  I s  a good, though s h o r t ,  c h a p te r  on 
"U ndesirab le  D ischarges and S e c u r i ty  R isk s"  which I s  n e i th e r  
t r i t e  nor d u l l .  There I s  a ls o  a good expose o f  the  pulp 
"paperback o r ig in a l"  -  a form o f " l i t e r a t u r e "  on the  le s b ia n  
which h e lp s  on ly  to  p e rp e tu a te  s te re o ty p e s .  ( I  d isa g re e  on ly  
w ith  C o ry 's  Im pression  th a t  i t  i s  no t bought by women.) As

Cory sa y s , "The e x is te n c e  o f  th i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p o r tra y in g  a 
p o r t io n  o f American l i f e  In  so d is to r te d  a fa sh io n , seems to  
have d im in ished  the demand fo r  the  honest and I n t e l l i g e n t  
p o r tr a y a l  o f  th i s  l i f e  by se r io u s  men and women o f l e t t e r s  
and by s tu d e n ts  o f the  s o c ia l  scene . Hence, by f i l l i n g  a 
gap, a l b e i t  very  b ad ly , th i s  sem i-pornography deludes people 
In to  no t see in g  the g ap ,"  The damage I s  s t i l l  g r e a te r ,  he 
c o n tin u e s , when th e  same low le v e l  o f  co n ten t and c h a ra c te r ­
iz a t io n  I s  fe a tu re d  In  books taken  more s e r io u s ly  by read e rs  
and c r i t i c s ,  such as Dorothy B a k e r 's  TRIO.

But a l l  th i s  i s  r e l a t i v e ly  I n c id e n ta l .  What most re q u ire s  
d isc u ss io n  about C o ry 's  book I s  what seems to  th i s  rev iew er 
to  be a c e r ta in  lack  o f c o n s is te n c y , o r i s  i t  a lack  o f c l a r ­
i t y  as  to  h is  m ajor o b je c tiv e ?

I  do no t r e f e r  h ere  p r im a r i ly  to  h is  viev/polnt on " c u re ,"  to  
which he devotes a c h a p te r  In  which he asks why so many homo­
sex u a ls  re s e n t  the Idea th a t  change may be p o s s ib le .  On the 
c o n tra ry , I  ag ree tho rough ly  w ith  Cory th a t  i t  i s ,  o r  should 
b e , p o s s ib le  ( in  C o ry 's  words) to  "adm it the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
change, on the one hand, and s t i l l  to  conduct a s tru g g le  fo r  
the human and p e rso n a l and c i v i l  r ig h ts  and d ig n ity  o f  those 
who do no t undergo th i s  change ."  There I s  no r e a l  reason  why 
le s b ia n s  cannot reco g n ize  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  change fo r  some, 
and s t i l l  p re se rv e  t h e i r  own l i b e r t y  to  decide v;hether o r not 
they  p e rso n a lly  w ish to  a ttem p t the p ro c e ss . There may o f 
course be a sense o f s o c ia l  p re s s u re .  I f  change i s  shown to  
be a t  a l l  p o s s ib le .  But a le s b ia n  who, a f t e r  c o n sc ie n tio u s  
c o n s id e ra t io n , has decided  a g a in s t  try in g  to  change, needs 
to  f o r t i f y  h e r s e l f  a g a in s t  th is  sen se . I t  tak es  a g re a t  deal 
more than  the mere p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  change to  j u s t i f y  p re ssu re  
on anyone to  undergo p s y c h ia tr ic  tre a tm e n t w ith  th i s  g o a l. 
V/hat i t  tak es  I s  a c le a rc u t  dem onstra tion  th a t  the In d iv id u a l 
In  q u e s tio n  (n o t j u s t  a m y th ica l average l e s t l a n )  I s  a menace 
o r a burden to  s o c ie ty .  I f  th i s  cannot be shown, then  even 
though some people  may co n sid e r h e r  a burden to  h e r s e l f ,  the 
d e c is io n  i s ,  must be, up to  h e r . I  b e lie v e  Cory would ag ree .

V/hat does b o th e r  me I s  C ory 's  use o f  words such as "c u re ,"  
"d is tu rb a n c e ,"  and "s ick n ess"  w ithou t c le a r  and c o n s is te n t  
m eanings. I  do no t know, fu rth e rm o re , w hether he In ten d s  to  
use the l a s t  two term s as e q u iv a le n t In  meaning o r  n o t; they  
a re  sometimes used in te rc h a n g e ab ly , sometimes n o t. The 
c l e a r e s t ,  and to  me most ac c e p tab le  s ta tem en t o f  what Cory 
means by "s ick "  appears on pages 233-*t, where he w r i te s :

"For tho se  who a re  In  a s ta te  o f  d i s t r e s s ,  who a re  unable to  
fu n c t io n , who a re  deep ly  despondent over t h e i r  l i f e ,  whose 
le sb ia n ism  I s  l in k e d  w ith  and I s  m erely one symptom o f a w id­
e r  n e u ro tic  p a t te r n ,  o r whose le sb ian ism  has r e s u l te d  In  gen­
e r a l  d e b i l i t a t i o n  and despondency, one must no t h e s i ta te  to  
d e sc rib e  them as s ic k . These people  re q u ire  th e rap y , and 
w hether the  th e rap y  should  t r y  to  change t h e i r  sexual o r ie n ­
t a t io n ,  o r make them accep t th i s  o r ie n ta t io n .  I s  something 
th a t  must be worked out between p a t ie n t  and th e r a p i s t ,  and 
canno t be Imposed from w i th o u t ."



P re c is e  enough. B ut im m ediately  B e fo re , appears t h i s  q u ite  
in c o n s is te n t  s ta te m e n t: "S ickness I s  a c u l t u r a l l y  d e fin ed
term , and I f  the  c u l tu re  a c c e p ts  a s t a t e  o f  b e in g  as a way of 
l i f e ,  r a th e r  than  as a d is e a s e ,  th en  fo r  th a t  s o c ie ty ,  and 
f o r  tho se  people who can a c c e p t th a t  d e f in i t i o n .  I t  I s  Indeed 
a way o f l i f e . "  Presum ably, th e n , i f  a c u l tu r e  d e f in e s  a 
c o n d itio n  as d is e a s e ,  i t  should  be co n sid e red  Indeed as d i s ­
e a s e , even though the  in d iv id u a l  i n  t h a t  c o n d itio n  may n o t be 
in  a s t a t e  o f  s e r io u s  d i s t r e s s ,  a b le  to  fu n c tio n . I s  no t 
d eep ly  despondent, e t c . ,  e t c .?  The in c o n s is te n c y  I s  th e r e ,  
p ro v id in g  one adm its th a t  s o c ia l  d e v ia n ts  can sometimes fu n c ­
t io n  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d e s p ite  t h e i r  d ev ian ce , I  assume Cory 
would no t w ish to  deny th i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .

Cory r e f e r s  on page 14̂ 7 to  le s b ia n s  as "d is tu rb e d  and unusual 
women," the c o n te x t be ing  such th a t  he seems to  mean a l l  l e s ­
b ia n s , On page 256 {and e lsew here) he speaks o f  the  le s b ia n  
as a "woman in  c o n f l i c t . "  A few sen ten ces  l a t e r ,  though, he 
p o in ts  ou t th a t  " I t  I s  indeed  a c o n d itio n  o f  human e x is te n c e  
th a t  each perso n  I s ,  to  some d eg ree , in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  some 
a sp e c t o f  s o c ie ty ;  the  trag ed y  o f  so many le s b ia n s  I s  no t so 
much th a t  the  c o n f l i c t  e x i s t s ,  b u t th a t  s o c ie ty  Imposes con­
d i t io n s  th a t  make I t  d i f f i c u l t  to  re so lv e  w ith  u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g . " A gain , " I f  she ( the  le s b ia n )  I s  d is tu rb e d  In  a manner 
th a t  has le d  h e r to  hom osexuality , the s o c ie ty  th a t  condemns 
h e r so v ig o ro u s ly  and t r e a t s  h e r  so sh a b b ily  I s  no t the  le s s  
d is tu rb e d . There I s  p ro b ab ly  a two-way s i c k n e s s . . . "

Does Cory mean th a t  a l l  le s b ia n s  (and s o c ie ty  too ) a re  d i s ­
tu rb e d , o r  s ic k ,  o r  on ly  those  who d o n 't  " fu n c tio n "  s a t i s f a c ­
to r i ly ?  Now I t  seems one way, now a n o th e r . I  w ish fe rv e n t ly  
th a t  Cory had made a t r y  a t  d e f in in g  a n d /o r  d is t in g u is h in g  
th e  term s "s ick n e ss"  and " d is tu rb a n c e ,"  and had th en  stu ck  
c o n s is te n t ly  to  h is  d e f in i t io n s .  I t  I s  no easy  Job , and he 
I s  c e r t a in ly  n o t th e  only  o ffe n d e r  In  t h i s  re g a rd . In  th i s  
re v ie w e r 's  op in ion  th e re  I s  no s in g le  th in g  th a t  would con­
t r ib u te  more to  a r e s o lu t io n  o f  the  o f te n  a im le ss  and b i t t e r  
c o n tro v e rsy  over the  a p p ro p r ia te  a t t i t u d e  s o c ie ty  should  take 
toward the  homosexual th an  a g e n e ra l agreem ent as  to  p r e c i s e ­
ly  how th ese  troublesom e words should  be d e fin ed  and used .

Cory i s  a p p a re n tly  t r y in g  to  s t e e r  a m iddle coia 'se between 
th o se  who see n o th in g  b u t " s ick n e ss"  In  homosexuals and those  
who deny any elem ent o f  d is tu rb a n c e  In  any hom osexuals. On 
any reaso n ab le  d e f in i t io n  o f  e i t h e r  term , th e se  two extrem e 
p o s i t io n s  a re  u n te n a b le . But I  do n o t th in k  Cory I s  su c c e s s ­
f u l ,  and I  th in k  the  f a i lu r e  I s  l a r g e ly  a sem antic f a i l u r e .
I t  I s  Im p o rtan t, fo r  exam ple, to  c le a r  up the  m a tte r  o f 
w hether "d is tu rb a n c e "  In  the  sex u a l a re a  o f  b eh av io r r e c c s -  
s a r l l y  a ls o  In v o lv es  d is tu rb a n c e  in  o th e r  a r e a s .  Does i t ,  
f o r  In s ta n c e , n e c e s s a r i ly  I n te r f e r e  w ith  s a t i s f a c to r y  p e r ­
formance as a c i t i z e n ,  as an em ployee, as a f r ie n d ?  Anyone 
w ith  even a l i t t l e  knowledge o f  homosexuals beyond th e  s t e ­
reo ty p ed  p ic tu r e  knows th a t  the  answ er to  the  l a s t  q u e s tio n  
I s  no , no t n e c e s s a r i ly  - i t  depends on the  p e r s o n ," Cory 
knows th i s  too  -  and he should  have made t h i s  much c l e a r e r .  
O therw ise , he I s  In c o n s is te n t  and unconv incing  In  la b e l in g

b a s ic a l ly  d is tu rb e d  (o r  s ic k ? ) ,  as he does p a r t  
o f the  tim e , and a t  the same time advocating  an end to  d i s ­
c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t them In  government s e rv ic e .  In  the  armed 
fo rc e s ,  and In  s o c ie ty  g e n e r a l ly . .

^ what was to  me the  s t r a n g e s t  th in g  about
th i s  book - som ething Cory h im se lf d id  no t w r i te .  I  r e f e r  to  
the In tro d u c tio n , w r i t te n  by A lb e rt E l l i s ,  Ph.D. E l l i s  has 
been w r i t in g  In tro d u c tio n s  fo r  Cory books fo r  some tim e; and 
w hile no w r i te r  should  be re sp o n s ib le  fo r  e v e ry th in g  h is  
In tro d u c e r  has to  say , and no In tro d u c e r  need agree w ith  h is  

In tro d u c e s " -  In  f a c t  the opp o site  has advantages - s t i l l ,  
th e re  are  l im i t s !  In  th i s  In tro d u c tio n , E l l i s  s t a t e s ,  "I 
p robab ly  b e lie v e  more s tro n g ly  than  does Cory th a t  le sb ia n s  
a re  p sy c h o p h y s lo lo g lc a lly  p red isp o sed  to  be m en ta lly  a b e r ­
r a n t . "  And e lsew here : "An o b je c tiv e  study  o f f u l l - f le d g e d
le s b ia n s  (a s  w ell as o f  f ix e d  male homosexuals) would show 
th a t  many o r most o f them a re  no t on ly  m erely n e u ro tic ,  bu t 
a re  a c tu a l ly  b o rd e r lin e  o r  o u tr ig h t  p sy c h o tlc s . Almost a l l  
hom ophlles y e l l  murder and c a l l  me the v i l e s t  o f names when I  
make th i s  s ta tem en t; bu t th i s  does no t prove my s ta tem en t to  
be u n tru e ."  Dr. Sam Nelken, A s s is ta n t  C l in ic a l  P ro fe sso r of 
P sy c h ia try  a t  the  Univ. o f  C a lifo rn ia  School o f  M edicine in  
San F ra n c isc o , p r a c t ic in g  p s y c h ia t r i s t ,  and p a r t ic ip a n t  In  a 
re c e n t  TV p anel d is c u ss io n  o f  hom osexuality  In  the San F ran ­
c is c o  a re a ,  says o f the  paragraph  c o n ta in in g  the l a t t e r  E l l i s  
s ta te m e n t, and I  quote w ith  Dr. N elken 's  p e rm issio n :

The mere f a c t  th a t  a s ta tem en t cannot be d isp roved  does 
no t make I t  worthy o f  b e l i e f .  E l l i s  I s  e v id e n tly  aware 
th a t  the  term  "p sy ch o tic"  I s  b e ing  taken  as a condemna­
t io n  r a th e r  than  a d iag n o sis  w ithou t moral s ig n if ic a n c e ,  
bu t does n o t ( In  th i s  q u o ta tio n , a t  l e a s t )  c le a r  up the 
m is tak e . I f  such a p rev a len ce  o f  p sy ch o sis  among l e s ­
b ian s c o u ld b e  e s ta b l is h e d  (and so f a r  as I  know I t  has 
not been) ,  the ev idence fo r  I t s  being  to  somf> rtegrpp 
In h e r i ta b le  o r  o rgan ic  would rem ain very  shaky, to  say  
the l e a s t .  (R ev iew er's  u n d e rlin in g )

Does E l l i s ' s  "o b je c tiv e  study" r e f e r  to  an a c tu a l  s tu d y , o r 
to  a h y p o th e tic a l one? I s  "many" the same as "most"? Could 
he p o s s ib ly  have been r e f e r r in g  to  h is  own s tu d y , "The E ffe c ­
tiv e n e s s  o f  Psychotherapy  w ith  In d iv id u a ls  Who Have Severe 
Homosexual P roblem s," based on e x a c tly  12 female oases? Let 
us hope n o t. Cory deserves b e t t e r  than  th i s !

-  Reviewed by P. Conrad

coming soon...
-  A re p o r t  on the  M attachlne S o c ie ty 's  11th  Annual C onfer­

ence In  San F ra n c isc o . T opic: "Invasion  o f  P rivacy"
- Good news from our In d o n esian  corresponden t! A sequel to  

" I s o la t io n  In  In d o n esia "  In  the June Issu e  o f THE LADDER.
- Note: The a r t i c l e  by Paula C h r is t ia n ,  scheduled  fo r  th i s

O ctober I s s u e ,  has been delayed .



EYES BEFORE

Eyes
b efo re

the
th o u g h t. . .

the  m irro r
th a t  can , th a t  may
r e f l e c t ,

- Vera T ra f f

IRONY

These chains I  chose 
Hang lim p and s i l e n t  now.
I  wonder w i l l  th ey  r u s t  
As the  sw eat d r ie s?
Hal C orrosion!
I  never though t o f  th a t !
Maybe they  w i l l  r o t  away -  
R elease  by ro tte n n e s s !
'F ig u r e s ,  a c tu a l ly .

You th r u s t  and w re s t.
You scream and c ry .
You wrench th e  sinewy w il l  o f  youth  
A gainst the fu sed  l in k s  o f  s t e e l :
A t o t ' s  tan trum  ex h au sts  I t s e l f  
In  i t s  own squirm ing  s t ru g g le .

Martyrdom com pensates d e f e a t .
S u rren d e r b rin g s  r e l i e f .
You a d ju s t  to  p h th i s i s ,
And th en  -
THE ADAMANT SHACKLES DECAY PROM DISUSE« 
'F ig u r e s ,  a c tu a l ly ,

- C arol O rr

There i s  a h a rv e s t y e t to  come 
b u t when i t  b e , I  cannot say .

My h e a r t  f e e l s  the  seeds 
push up w ith  im p a tien ce ,

I  s i t  in  q u ie t  a n t i c ip a t io n  
a w a itin g  th e  bloom o f  the  f r u i t .

P ray  God, i t  may n o t be b i t t e r .

- Joan C. James

S P E C IA L  R E P O R T
“OFF T H E  C U F F ”

H om osexuality was the to p ic  d iscu ssed  on the  unrehearsed  TV 
p anel show "Off the C uff" m oderated by Norman Ross and b ro ad ­
c a s t  by C h icago 's  s t a t io n  WBKB-TV on A p ril li-, 196U. The fiv e  
p a n e l i s t s  fo r  th a t  e v e n in g 's  show o ffe re d  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  these  
comments d u ring  the  l i v e ly  tw o-hour exchange:

FATHER JAMES G. JONES, D ire c to r  o f  Development o f  E p iscopal 
C h a r i t ie s  in  Chicago: I 'm  t e r r i b l y  proud o f my Archbishop
( th e  Archbishop o f C anterbury) fo r  h is  paper on p r o s t i tu t io n  
and hom osexuality  p u b lish ed  in  195*+, e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  i t s  draw­
in g  th e  d i s t in c t io n  between the  s ta te  o f  be ing  and the  s ta te  
o f  doing. We should no t condemn the  s t a t e  o f  b e ing  homosex­
u a l ,  In  which th e re  I s  no s in ,  b u t on ly  the s t a te  o f  doing.
I  ag ree  w ith  my Archbishop th a t  p ra c t ic in g  sexual behav io r 
between co n sen ting  a d u lts  should  be made a moral no t a le g a l  
problem . Sex should be p u rp o se fu l w ith in  the framework o f 
m arriag e . Many problem s come from no t be ing  in  co o p e ra tio n  
w ith  our n a tu re ,  and th ese  problem s should be worked th rough . 
In  homosexual c u ltu re  I  f in d  a r e a l  b lock toward God. There 
a re  le v e ls  o f  lo v e . I f  hom osexuality  i s  good, why d o e s n 't  i t  
more o f te n  expand in to  a h ig h e r love r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God?
I f  your (hom ophile) p o s i t io n  i s  t r u e ,  then  maybe you 'd  b e t t e r  
s t a r t  a c t in g  on some h ig h e r le v e l  w ith  God; I f  i t  I s n ' t  t r u e ,  
th en  you 'd  b e t t e r  g ive up your (hom ophile) p o s it io n  and move 
on to  a n o th e r . R egarding the homophile demand fo r  r i g h t s ,  
w e've go t enough tro u b le s  now here  in  Chicago w ithou t e q u a t­
in g  the  Negro problem w ith  the homosexual problem!

DR. FRANKLIN E . KAMENY, p h y s ic is t  and astronom er in  p r iv a te  
in d u s try ,  founder and P re s id e n t o f the  M attachine S o c ie ty  of 
V/ashlngton, D. C .: I  see n o th in g  wrong w ith  hom osexuality ,
n o th in g  to  be ashamed o f .  I t  i s  no t a d is e a se , a p a th o lo g y , 
a s ic k n e s s , a m a lfu n c tio n , o r a d is o rd e r  o f any s o r t .  Under­
ly in g  a l l  th e se  th e o r ie s  i s  the s u b tle  su g g estio n  th a t  i t  i s  
somehow u n d e s ira b le . P s y c h ia t r i s t s  a re  a b iased  group. A 
p e rso n  should  be ab le  to  l iv e  AS a homosexual, AS a C a th o lic , 
AS a Jew - in  s h o r t ,  to  be a member o f h is  m in o rity  - w ithou t 
p re ssu re  to  change to  the p o s i t io n  o f  the m a jo r ity . Homosex­
u a l a c ts  on the  p a r t  o f  co n sen tin g  a d u l ts  a re  moral in  a p o s- 
s l t l v e  se n se , and a re  good and a re  r ig h t  fo r  the in d iv id u a l 
and fo r  s o c ie ty .  Too much i s  made o f  the o r ig in s  o f  homosex­
u a l i t y .  I t ' s  h e re , and we have to  b u ild  a s o c ie ty  in v o lv in g  
i t .  Homosexuals a re  e n t i t l e d  to  t h e i r  r ig h ts  -  prom ptly! 
R egarding the  q u e s tio n  o f p ro m isc u ity , I  see no th ing  n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  wrong w ith  i t .  I f  two people seek to  en joy  them selves 
w ith  each o th e r  and i f  th e re  a re  no untoward consequences, 
why s h o u ld n 't  they  do i t ?  This I s  the a t t i t u d e  most homosex­
u a ls  ta k e , and reaso n ab ly  so . The main problem o f the homo­
sex u a l i s  h e te ro se x u a l In to le ra n c e  o f  him. The prime p r e s ­
su re  p o in t  on most homosexuals i s  an economic one. The e x ­
c lu s io n  o f known homosexuals from v i r tu a l ly  a l l  s o r ts  o f  em­
ploym ent i s  com plete and a b so lu te  to  a degree undreamed o f by



th e  Negro in  h is  w orst n ig h tm ares. The only  th in g  th a t  p r e ­
ven ts  the n a tio n  from having c lo se  to  15 , 000,000 unemployed 
homosexuals i s  the f a c t  th a t  they  a re  n o t known to  be such. 
Homosexuals a re  excluded from c i v i l  s e rv ic e  on the  ground 
th a t  hom osexuality  i s  Immoral. The id e a  th a t  homosexuals are  
s e c u r i ty  r i s k s  i s  no t tru e  in  g e n e ra l , and the  government i s  
l a r g e ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  the  very  s i t u a t io n  i t  i s  t r y in g  to  
c o r r e c t .  The W ashington M attachlne S o c ie ty  w ants to  secu re  
fo r  the homosexual the r ig h t  as a human b e in g  to  develop and 
ach ieve h is  f u l l  p o te n t ia l  and d ig n i ty ,  and the  r ig h t  as a 
c i t i z e n  to  make h is  maximum c o n tr ib u tio n  to  h is  s o c ie ty .

DR, JORDAN SCHER, D ire c to r  o f  the  Chicago P s y c h ia tr ic  Founda­
t io n  and O n to an a ly tlc  I n s t i t u t e ,  D ire c to r  o f  P s y c h ia tr ic  S e r­
v ic e s  fo r  the  Chicago Board o f  H ea lth , and E d ito r  o f  "The 
Jo u rn a l o f  E x is te n t ia l  P sy c h ia try " ; H om osexuality i s  no t i n ­
bo rn , and th e re  i s  l i t t l e  tendency f o r  a g e n e tic  e x p la n a tio n . 
We a re  g e t t in g  away from the  d ise a se  co n cep t, b u t th e re  i s  a 
g r e a te r  chance th a t  the  homosexual w i l l  show i n s t a b i l i t y  b e ­
cause o f th e  added p re s su re s  on him. We must be I n te r e s te d  
in  the o r ig in s  o f  hom osexuality . I l l - a d j u s t e d  p a re n ts  -  i f  
we l i s t e n  to  th i s  k in d  o f  comment -  c re a te  e v e ry th in g !  My 
view i s  th a t  the c r i t i c a l  e x p e rien ces  which determ ine homo­
s e x u a l i ty  a re  no t those w ith  a n e g a tiv e , d e s t r u c t iv e ,  o r  i l l -  
a d ju s te d  p a re n t .  R a th e r , the c r i t i c a l  ex p e rien ces  a re  e a r ly  
ex p erien ces  in  h e te ro se x u a l co m p e titio n  where the  developing  
in d iv id u a l  i s  no t ab le  to  s tan d  up . H en cefo rth , th a t  person  
w il l  have a t e r r o r  o f  having h is  e f f e c t iv e n e s s ,  h is  i d e n t i t y  
te s te d  in  a h e te ro se x u a l en c o u n te r . He d o e s n 't  have the  s y s ­
tem. He f e e l s  empty and th re a te n e d  and l o s t  w ith  p ersons o f  
the  o p p o site  sex , and he J u s t  c a n 't  take i t .  C o nverse ly , a 
person  o f  the same sex  su p p o rts  h is  sense o f i d e n t i t y .  The 
le s b ia n  g e ts  a re in fo rcem en t to  h e r  fe m in in ity  from a n o th e r 
woman. Host homosexuals a re  stopped  a t  an a d o le sc e n t l e v e l .  
They have a l l  k in d s o f b iz a r r e ,  d i s to r te d  n o tio n s  o f  what 
h e te ro s e x u a l i ty  i s .  I t ' s  p o s s ib le  f o r  homosexuals to  move in  
the o p p o site  d i r e c t io n  i f  th e y  can g e t a few r e a s s u r in g  ex“ 
p e r le n c e s  o f  a h e te ro se x u a l o rd e r . There i s  g r e a te r  f u l f i l l ­
ment in  h e te ro se x u a l r e l a t i o n s .  The h e te ro se x u a l s i t u a t io n  
i s  one th a t  i s  no t J u s t  a c c id e n ta l ly  th e r e .  The q u e s tio n  i s :  
can you f i t  the  frame o f re fe re n c e  o f  th e  r e a l  world? The 
r e a l  w orld i s  h e te ro s e x u a l. Lesbianism  i s  p ro b ab ly  in c r e a s ­
in g  because o f  male i n e f f e c tu a l i t y .  Most m ales have a very  
l im ite d  view o f how to  conduct sex . The fem ale would be more 
c o r r ig ib le  i f  men would le a r n  to  perform  b e t t e r .  I  c e r ta in ly  
have no b ia s  a g a in s t  hom osexuals. I  th in k  th e re  i s  a g re a t  
danger th a t  we a re  m u ltip ly in g  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d e v ia n t 
s o c ie ty ,  and we have enough d e v ia n t s o c i e t i e s .  There should  
be a firm  s ta n d . There should  no t be d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  
hom osexuals, b u t th e re  should  no t be an o f f i c i a l  sa n c tio n  o f  
th i s  as a way o f  l i f e .  I t ' s  le g a l  enough -  r e a l ly !

DEL SHEARER, P re s id e n t o f  the Chicago C hapter o f  D aughters of 
B l l l t l s ;  Yes, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  be a happy homosexual! En­
v ironm ent determ ines the sex u a l I n c l in a t io n  o f  the  In d iv id u a l 
and any c h ild  may be s u b je c t  to  becoming hom osexual. S c i ­
e n t i f i c  re se a rc h  i s  framed by a h e te ro se x u a l framework. Yet

more can be determ ined by lo o k in g  in to  a perso n  to  see who he 
i s  and what he i s ,  than  by comparing him w ith  o th e r s .  The 
n o tio n  th a t  many homosexuals a c t  and d re ss  d i f f e r e n t ly  i s  a 
f a l l a c y .  Sometimes a homosexual has a d i f f i c u l t  tim e r e l a t ­
in g  to  people who a re  h e te ro se x u a l sim ply because he i s  con­
fro n te d  w ith  t h e i r  h e te ro s e x u a l i ty .  I t  s to p s  him.' So much 
p u b lic  l i f e  has t h i s  h e te ro se x u a l o v erto n e , so much h e te ro ­
s e x u a l i ty  surrounds hom osexuals. I f  they  a re  going to  move 
in  s o c ie ty  and be a p a r t  o f  i t ,  they  have to  be a b le  to  w ith ­
s ta n d  the  p re s su re s  o f th i s  h e te ro se x u a l atm osphere. L e g is ­
l a t i o n  does no t s top  hom osexuality  bu t on ly  se rv es  to  d rive  
i t  underground. The view th a t  homophlle groups want to  see 
homosexuals predom inate in  s o c ie ty  i s  com pletely  f a l la c io u s .  
O rg an iza tio n s l ik e  D aughters o f  B l l l t l s  want to  see the homo­
sexual move ou t o f  h is  cubbyhole and Jo in  the r e s t  o f s o c ie ty  
as a re sp o n s ib le  p e rso n . A lso , they  want to  g e t s o c ie ty  to  
a c c e p t the  homosexual as a p e rso n . The problem  i s  tw o-sided .

RANDOLPE WICKER, f re e  lan ce  w r i t e r ,  member o f  the M attachlne 
S o c ie ty  In c , o f New York; H ardly o f  the  t o t a l  homosexual 
p o p u la tio n  can be recongnlzed  as such. Change o r cure should 
be up to  the  in d iv id u a l .  Much o f the re se a rc h  on Homosexual­
i t y  i s  c o n tra d ic to ry . There i s  too much bogus a u th o r i ty ,  too 
many p a t  c u re s , too  many c h a r la ta n s  in  th i s  a re a . D octors 
who a re  Imcompetent prom ise q u ic k , easy  cures to  d is tu rb e d  
p a re n ts  o r  to  a very  mixed up p e rso n , and i t  r e a l l y  b o i ls  
down to  one o f  the most v ic io u s  forms o f  quackery . Much more 
needs to  be le a rn e d  th rough le g it im a te  re s e a rc h . N everthe­
l e s s ,  the same as th e  Negro o r  any o th e r  m in o rity  group mem­
b e r ,  I  want my r ig h t s !  I  want to  be Judged as an in d iv id u a l .  
D isc r im in a tio n  in  h i r in g  and prom oting should be ab o lish ed . 
H om osexuality i s  no t based on a f e a r  of the sex organs o f  the 
o p p o site  sex , i s  n o t a q u e s tio n  o f  p h y sio logy . Hom osexuality 
i s  an em otional way o f r e l a t i n g ,  and an I n te l l e c tu a l  o r ie n ta ­
t io n  to  members o f your own sex . P rom iscu ity  among homosex­
u a ls  stems from the f a c t  th e re  are  v i r t u a l ly  no s o c ia l  p r e s ­
su re s  and b u t t r e s s e s  keep ing  a couple to g e th e r . Many homo­
sex u a ls  l iv e  a g h e tto iz e d  and f e a r fu l  e x is te n c e . .  They are  
r e je c te d  by the  chu rches, excep t the most l i b e r a l  ones, and 
th ey  l iv e  in  f e a r  o f  lo s in g  th e i r  Jobs. Homosexuals a re  to rn  
up p sy c h o lo g ic a lly  because o f the u n en lig h ten ed , i l l i b e r a l  
s o c ia l  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  they  f in d  in  t h e i r  homes, t h e i r  Jobs, 
everyw here. And th a t  i s  what the homophlle movement i s  t r y ­
in g  to  change. The whole a re a  o f  sex  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  te r r o r s  
and c o u n te r - te r r o r s .  We should  a l l  r e la x  and r e la te  as peo­
p l e ,  and no t w orry about our m a sc u lin ity  and our fe m in in ity .

One re v e a lin g  b ack -an d fo rth  o f  the d isc u ss io n  went th u s ;

DR, SCHER; In  the  hcmosexual th e re  i s  r e a l  t e r r o r  o f  h e te ro ­
s e x u a l i ty ,  . .o f  the  c o n fro n ta tio n  in  the fo re ig n  realm  o f 
h e te ro s e x u a l i ty .  I t  i s  a t e r r i f y in g  and t e r r i f i e d  s i tu a t io n .

MISS SHEARER: One comment on t e r r o r .  I s n ' t  i t  a ls o  p o ss ib le
th a t  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  so g re a t  in  hom osexuality  th a t  the 
homosexual does no t ca re  about h e te ro se x u a lity ?  I t ' s  no t 
n e c c e s s a r l ly  t e r r o r .



dr . SCHER: As I  t r i e d  to  p o in t  out b e fo re ,  a le s b ia n  g e ts  a
re in fo rcem en t to  h e r  fe m in in ity  from a fem ale c o n ta c t . . .  The 
male homosexual has a ls o  a re in fo rcem en t o f  s e l f  from a homo­
sex u a l c o n ta c t .

DR. KAMENY: Well f in e !  Why s h o u ld n 't  he?

DR SCHER: Because th e re  I s  som ething r a th e r  b iz a r r e  i n  th i s
k in d  o f  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  s e l f . . .  This I s  f in e  when you a re  
age n ine  to  f i f t e e n . . .  But when you pass In to  more a d u lt  
l i f e  you must f in d  some new k ind  o f  f u l f i l lm e n t  fo r  th e  s e x ­
u a l urge and se p a ra te  I t  from the f r ie n d s h ip  u rg e .

-  W. M itc h e ll

E .  C .  H .  O n e w s

M inority  problem s have f re q u e n tly  p rov ided  th e  spark  f o r  r e ­
d e f in in g  and expanding our concep ts o f  c i v i l  l i b e r t y .  A t to r ­
ney David C a r l in e r ,  Chairman o f the  C iv il  L ib e r t ie s  Union in  
the N ational C a p ito l a re a ,  w i l l  c o n s id e r  some o f th e  le g a l  
q u e s tio n s  r a is e d  by members o f what has been c a l le d  "Ameri­
ca' s second l a r g e s t  m in o rity "  -  the hcm osexual. I n  a d eb a te , 
"L e g is la tio n  o r E d u ca tio n ?" , D r. F ra n k lin  Kameny w i l l  c h a l ­
le n g e , and Dr. K urt K onletzko w i l l  defend , the  r a t io n a le  o f  a 
p redom inan tly  e d u c a tio n /in fo rm a tlo n  approach to  problem s r e ­
la te d  to  the homosexual In  the  community, A pan e l o f  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e s  o f  se v e ra l f a i th s  w il l  d is c u s s  hom osexuality  In  
r e l a t i o n  to  r e l ig io n  and m o ra lity . Many o th e r  f a c e ts  o f  the  
theme HOMOSEXUALITY -  CIVIL LIBERTIES AND SOCIAL RIGHTS w il l  
be fe a tu re d  a t  the Second Annual Conference o f  th e  a f f i l i a ­
t io n  o f  E a s t Coast Homophlle O rg a n iz a tio n s , to  be h e ld  on 
O ctober 10 and 11, 1964- in  W ashington, D, C. C o-sponsors o f  
the  conference a re  the  D aughters o f  B l l i t l s ,  I n c . ,  th e  M atta - 
chlne S o c ie ty  o f  W ashington, D. C ., the  Janus S o c ie ty , and 
the M attachlne S o c ie ty  In c . o f  New York.

Admission to  the e n t i r e  two-day p u b lic  con ference  i s  $17 ,50 . 
T ick e ts  to  In d iv id u a l se s s io n s  a re  a ls o  a v a i la b le .  For more 
in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t ECHO, Box 6038, Mid C ity  S ta t io n ,  Wash­
in g to n , D. C ., o r phone 202-EMerson 2-2211 a f t e r  6 p.m .

D.O.B. MEETING IN WASHINGTON. D. C.

M arjo rie  McCann, N ational C orresponding S e c re ta ry  o f  the  
D aughters o f  B l l i t l s ,  I n c . ;  B arbara G l t t ln g s ,  E d i to r  o f  THE 
LADDER; S h ir le y  W ilie r , P re s id e n t o f  the  New York C hapter o f  
D .O .B .; and M eredith  Grey, p a s t  P u b lic  R e la tio n s  D ir e c to r  o f 
D .O .B ., w i l l  be p re se n t a t  a m eeting  o f  women I n te r e s te d  In  
th e  o rg a n iz a tio n , to  be h e ld  fo llo w in g  the  ECHO Brunch on 
Sunday, O ctober 11 , in  W ashington, D.C. Women over 21 v/ho 
want to  f in d  ou t more about D.O.B, a re  urged  to  a t te n d .

l a m by Gene Damon

285. TRAP FOR CINDERELLA -  by S e b a s tle n  J a p r l s o t ,  Simon and 
S c h u s te r , 1964.

L iv in g  In  a r e s o r t  house a t  Cap Cadet a re  two g i r l s  and the 
governess o f one. There i s  a f i r e ,  one o f the g i r l s  d ie s  -  
b u t which one? Did Mickey d ie? Or d id  Do die? Which was 
J e a n n e 's  lo v e r ,  o r  were both? This rem arkable m ystery won a 
top l i t e r a r y  p r iz e  In  France and should  l iv e  on I t s  l i t e r a r y  
m e rit as a c la s s ic  suspense n o v e l. H ighly recommended.

286 MORE DEATHS THAN ONE -  by S tu a r t  E ng stran d . M essner, 
1955; S ig n e t , 1957.

A stu d y  o f  the s tra n g e  a ttachm en t o f  a young woman to  h er 
m other. The woman I s  unaware o f  h e r  dependency u n t i l  a c r i ­
s i s  I s  t r ig g e re d  by an a c t  o f v io le n c e . Her u p se t causes h e r 
to  p h a n ta s iz e  th a t  she I s  h e r  own f a th e r ,  wooing h e r  m other. 
Weird b u t com pelling . The a u th o r , noted  f o r  unusual and d i s ­
q u ie t in g  n o v e ls , committed su ic id e  no t long  a f t e r  th i s  one.

287. THE EOUSEGUEST -  by Kim berly Kemp. Midwood Tower, I 964.

T his book would have to  be co nsidered  t r ip e  by most c r i t e r i a .  
However, I t  covers an exp erien ce  seldom touched on in  le s b ia n  
f i c t i o n  bu t no t uncommon in  r e a l  l i f e :  the in te n s e ,  h ope less
love o f  an o ld e r  woman fo r  a much younger one. M artha, w id­
owed e a r ly ,  has r a is e d  Anne, who a t  the time of the s to ry  i s  
18 -  19 . Anne b rin g s  H ila ry , h e r  orphaned roommate, home fo r  
the  h o lid a y s  and Martha f a l l s  in  love w ith  H ila ry . The book 
I s  oversexed , b u t the  poignancy o f  the  s i tu a t io n  I s  t e l l i n g .

288. RINGS OP GLASS -  by Lulse R in se r . Henry Regnery, 1958.

A slow-moving novel o f a g i r l ' s  development from age 5 to  19. 
The n a r c i s s i s t i c  undertones and the s tro n g  C atho lic ism  may 
p u t o f f  some re a d e rs , b u t th e  o u t l in in g  o f  the g i r l ' s  growth 
In to  le sb ia n ism  Is  e x c e l le n t .  A se r io u s  s tu d y .

289. BREEZE ANSTEY -  by H. E . B a te s . Short s to ry  in  THE 
BEST OP H. E. B a te s . l i t t l e .  Brown, 1963.

S im ila r  to  D. H. L aw rence's s to ry  THE FOX In  th a t  I t  concerns 
two women who run  a farm to g e th e r . B reeze A nstey g ra d u a lly  
d isc o v e rs  h e r love  f o r  the  o th e r  woman. The appearance o f a 
b o y frien d  from the  g ir l*  s p a s t  l i f e  u p se ts  Breeze w ithou t h e r 
r e a l i z in g  why. His c r u e l ty ,  and h e r f in a l  r e a l l z a t l c n  o f  the 
n a tu re  o f  h e r  lo v e , end the  s to r y .  Unlike Lawrence, B ates I s  
sym pathetic  and leav es  the  re a d e r b e lie v in g  th a t  Breeze w il l  
be happy someday, (L ib ra r ie s  w i l l  have th i s  c o l le c t io n .)



290. MALIGNANT STARS -  t y  Jerome B arry . D oubleday, I9 6 0 .

S lene E ric so n  I s  found dead, and the  n o te  b esid e  h e r  body 
seems to  be a love l e t t e r  w r i t te n  tO 'h e r  by ^^3
T ra in o r , Things a re  no t always what they  seem to  b e , a 
d e l ig h t f u l  m ystery  p ro v es .

291. ASYLUM PIECE No. 8 -  by Anna Kavan. S h o rt s to ry  In  
ASYLUM p ie c e . D oubleday, 19‘<-6.
E s o te r ic  s h o r t  s to r y .  T a l l ,  well-bred Englishwoman, f u l l  o f
d eg re ss io n s  and f e a r s ,  i s  very  a tta c h e d  to  a young, c h i ld ­
l ik e  m arried  woman. Both a re  inm ates in  an asylum . When the
nervous and very  p ro p e r husband comes ^ g ^ v e f L i
w ife so much th a t  he f e e l s  she i s  uncured and he le a v e s  h e r 
th e r e .  The o ld e r  woman triu m p h an tly  fo ld s  the  younger in to  
h e r  arm s. T his i s  no t a p r e t t y  s to r y ,  b u t i t  s a good one.

292. THE LOVELY DAY -  by Dorothy Evelyn Sm ith. D u tto n , 1957.

T his p o p u la r  novel c o n ta in s  an e x c e l le n t ,  s u b tle  p o r t r a i t  o f  
a le s b ia n  who l iv e s  in  a sm all E n g lish  v i l l a g e .  The i n t e r ­
e s t in g  a sp e c t I s  the com plete accep tance  and g e n e ra l o f
n o to r ie ty  the  woman e n jo y s . The s to ry  t e l l s  o f  a  ̂
n lc  o u tin g  a tte n d e d  by many o f the v i l la g e  p e o p le . the
su rfa c e  i t  i s  l i g h t  and e n te r ta in in g ,  as  i t  shou ld  be f o r  the 
in te n d e d  au d ien ce , b u t ben ea th  the  su rfa c e  th e re  i s  an e x tra  
s to r y  fo r  the s o p h is t ic a te d  re a d e r  to  en jo y .

293. DOCTOR'S ViEEKEND -  H ubert B a g s te r . Simon and Schus­
t e r ,  i 960.

Memoirs o f  an E n g lish  co u n try  d o c to r . One ta le  c o n c e r^  the 
s tra n g e  happenings a t  a famous g i r l s '  sc h o o l. The headm ls- 
t r e s s \ a s  m igra ine  headaches over the
gambols s e c r e t ly  w ith  the  s c h o o l 's  most b e a u t i m  g i r l .  Who 
cou ld  t h i s  playm ate be? Might even be Miss B e ll  the  a r t  
m is t r e s s .  T ru ly  a d e l ig h t f u l  s to r y .

JONATHAN TO GIDE
THE HOMOSEXUAL IN HISTORY

by Noel I .  Garde. Vantage P re s s , 1964.

Homosexuals have always e x is te d .  Every c u l tu re  has seme men­
t io n  o f  them, and a t  l e a s t  one m ag n ificen t c u ltu re  was based 
on b is e x u a l i ty .  I f  one In c lu d e s  b is e x u a ls  In  the  c o u n t, th en  
i t  I s  sa fe  to  say  th a t  we a re  an enormous m in o rity .

S ince shame has o f te n  been a s s o c ia te d  w ith  h o m osexua lity , 
much e f f o r t  has been made by many w ell-m eaning  and m isguided

w r i te r s  and h is to r ia n s  to  o b l i t e r a te  a l l  t r a c e s  o f  homosexual 
b eh av io r in  the l iv e s  o f  famous p eo p le . D esp ite  t h i s  d e l ib ­
e r a te  c e n so rsh ip , h is to r y  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  homosexuals and b i ­
sex u a ls  who helped  to  shape our w orld.

The b la c k -o u t on hom osexuality  in  b io g ra p h ic a l reco rd s  le d  to  
a s i t u a t io n  every  l i b r a r i a n  dreads -  the  absence o f  re fe re n ce  
to o ls  In  a g iven s u b je c t a re a . In  re c e n t y e a rs , se v e ra l b ib ­
l io g ra p h ic  to o ls  i n  the  f i e l d  o f homosexual l i t e r a t u r e  have 
been produced, and sp o rad ic  a ttem p ts  have been made to  p ro ­
v ide b io g ra p h ic a l re fe re n c e  works devoted to  hom osexuality .
But th e se  b io g ra p h ic a l surveys are  few, a re  o f te n  very incom­
p le t e ,  and in  some cases a re  no t a v a ila b le  in  E n g lish .

Now in  Noel G arde 's  com pila tio n  e n t i t l e d  JONATHAN TO GIDE- 
THE'homosexual IN HISTORY, we have th a t  much needed Uook, a 
quick  re fe re n c e  su rvey  o f  the l iv e s  o f  300 famous men. Mr. 
Garde does no t c la im  homosexual o r ie n ta t io n  fo r  them. They 
a re  a l l  men who have been c i te d  in  o th e r  works as homosexual 
o r b ise x u a l in  o r ie n ta t io n .  Perhaps 3% of h is  sou rces a re  
q u e s tio n a b le ; however, the  pure b io g ra p h ic a l sou rces (e s p e ­
c i a l l y  en cy c lo p ed ias) a re  i r re p ro a c h a b le .

I n  h is  own In tro d u c t io n , Mr, Garde says th a t  the b e s t  working 
t i t l e  o f the  book would b e : "Short B iog raph ies o f  300 Men,
o f S u f f ic ie n t  Im portance in  P o l i t i c s  and C u ltu re  In  the L ast 
3000 Years to  M erit A r t ic le s  in  the  B est o f  E ncycloped ias,
Who Have Been R efe rred  to  in  R esponsib le  P r in te d  Works as 
Being Homosexual, o r o f Homoerouc Temperament, o r  o f  Having 
Had Homosexual R e la tio n s  On O c c a s io n ."M a n y  hundreds o f 
homosexuals have been d e l ib e r a te ly  om itted  as n o t s u f f i c i e n t ­
l y  im p o rtan t h i s t o r i c a l l y ;  among th e se  a re  dozens o f  a u th o rs , 
s ta te s m e n ,,m i l i ta ry  men, minor a r i s t o c r a t s ,  e t c .  Mr. ^^^r^ 
e x p la in s  th a t  the l iv in g  and re c e n t ly  deceased have been l e f t  
ou t fo r  obvious re a so n s . Q uite  In c id e n ta l ly ,  th e re  a re  many 
re fe re n c e s  to  h i s t o r i c a l l y  Im portan t le s b ia n  f ig u re s  who were 
connected w ith  the  v a rio u s  male homosexual s u b je c ts .

The book in c lu d e s 'a  ch ro n o lo g ica l Index , an a lp h a b e tic a l  i n ­
dex a b ib lio g ra p h y  o f a l l  m ajor works th a t  Inc lude  c i t in g s  
o f  the  300 s u b je c ts  as homosexuals o r b is e x u a ls ,  an Index by 
n a t io n a l i t y ,  a n d 'a n  index  by p ro fe s s io n s  or o ccu p a tio n s . The 
b ib lio g ra p h y  i s  no t com prehensive, s in ce  a person  such as 
O scar Wilde has been c i te d  in  so many works as a homosexual 
th a t  i t  would be u n r e a l i s t i c  to  t r y  to  l i s t  them a l l .  Then 
n ecessa ry  sou rces a re  in c lu d e d .

Mr G arde 's  adm irable la b o r  and d e d ic a tio n  have prov ided  us 
w ith  a ground-break ing  re fe re n c e  work which i s  a ls o  f a s c in a t ­
in g  to  re a d . The book i s  o f Immense value to  s tu d e n ts  of
hoLsexuallty, especially those Interested in the historic^
and b io g ra p h ic a l a s p e c ts . For the ca su a l re a d e r  i t  p re se n ts  
a w ea lth  o f d a ta  fo r  a new outlook  on our p a s t .  Any homosex- 
■jal who i s  ashamed o f b e in g  homosexual should  have to  read
t h i s  book. _ ^,y y em  Niven



A GENTLE KISS. by Ingrid Race

The house resem bled o th e r  houses on th e  s t r e e t ,  though some­
th in g  d id  make I t  l e s s  O b tru s iv e . I t  m ight have been the  
hedge around the f ro n t  y a rd , o r the  p o in te d  ev e rg reen s  th a t  
guarded the  s te p s  to  the p o rch . Ren had n o tic e d  th e  absence 
o f  flow ers in  the  beds where on ly  s tu rd y  g reen  sh rubs grew, 
h id in g  sm all t u f t s  o f weeds.

She rang the  b e l l .  An o ld  la d y  w ith  d ry , f r i z z l e d  w hite h a i r  
poked h e r face  th rough the  opening In  the  c u r ta in s  to  look 
o u t. She opened the  door and Ren asked h e r about M ichele.

"Yes, she l iv e d  h e re , b u t In  the basem ent. I  don’ t  th in k  
s h e 's  come in  y e t ,"

"Oh. Do you know what time s h e ' l l  be home?"

"Is  she ex p ec tin g  you?" the  o ld  la d y  In q u ire d , in s p e c tin g  
R en 's  s u i tc a s e ,

"No, no t e x a c tly , I  have J u s t  come in  from ou t o f  tow n,"

"Well now, she m ight be home any tim e now. She u s u a l ly  g e ts  
home by f o u r , "

Ren tu rn ed  to  go, "Thank you. I ' l l  come b a c k ."

"Miss? Why d o n 't  you w a it J u s t  a m inute? l '  11 l e t  you In , 
S h e 's  l e f t  a key here  somewhere." The w rin k led  o ld  face  
sm iled  c a u tio u s ly .  "I suppose I t  w i l l  be a l l  r i g h t  I f  I  l e t  
you I n . " She wobbled o f f  and came back w ith  h e r  hand stu ck  
deep In to  h e r  d re ss  p o ck e t. "Come on w ith  m e,"

As th ey  walked around the  s id e  o f  th e  house , the  o ld  la d y  
c h a tte d  s te a d i ly  as o ld  la d le s  o f te n  do when th e y  a re  fo rced  
to  im press im p o rtan t m a tte rs  upon th e  u n su sp e c tin g , "Have 
you come very  f a r ? "

"Prom M ichigan ."

"Oh, y o u 're  from M ichigan. Are you from h e r  sch o o l?"

"Yes."

"Well now, i s n ' t  th a t  w onderful? S h e 's  to ld  me a l l  about 
th a t  sch o o l, I  th in k  s h e 's  always homesick f o r  I t .  You 
d i d n 't  go to  school to g e th e r ,  d id  you?"

"No."

"I d i d n 't  th in k  so . Y ou 're  a l i t t l e  o ld e r  th a n  she I s , "  The 
o ld  la d y  unlocked the  doo r, went In s id e  and tu rn e d  on a lamp.

"I 'm  a te a c h e r  th e re .  I  was a . . .  I  was one o f  h e r  te a c h e r s ."  

"Then you must be Dr, R ennon,"

"Yes, I  am."

"Oh, M ic h e le 's  to ld  me a l l  about you. Why I  f e e l  alm ost as 
I f  I 'v e  known y o u ."

Ren was su rp r is e d  -  and p le a se d  -  by the  r e v e la t io n .  She 
t r i e d  no t to  sm ile .

"My husband was on the f a c u l ty  a t  the  school h e re . T h a t 's  
one o f the  reasons I  r e n t  th i s  apartm ent to  p ro fe s s o rs . 
M ic h e le 's  one o f  th e  n ic e s t  ones I 'v e  had . She s such a 
q u ie t  p e rso n . You J u s t  make y o u rs e lf  a t  home. I  have to  get 
back u p s ta i r s .  She should  be home In  a few m in u tes . Yes, 
s h e 's  very  n ic e ,  never com plains about an y th in g . Once in  a 
5 S lle  s h ^ c o m e ^ u p s ta l r s  ^ s t  to  v i s i t ,  h a s t  w in te r she even 
shoveled  the walks fo r  m e." She chuckled . ^Most p ro fe s s o r s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  the  young men, seem to  th in k  they 
inm snow. S h e 's  always been very  th o u g h tfu l. W ell, you s i t  
S n  S  b .  o o m fo rtab le ."  Tb, o ld  lad y  a b ru t ln jb .d  th e  r o o .  
and , as I f  she were s a t i s f i e d ,  h u rr ie d  to  the  door.

"That g i r l  must read  a l l  the  tim e. I  never saw so many books 
excep t In  a l i b r a r y . "

Ren, w ithou t ta k in g  o f f  h er c o a t , s a t  down in  a la rg e  green 
u p h o ls te re d  c h a ir ,

"She should  be home s h o r t ly .  Do you teach  sc ie n c e , too?"

"Oh.no. I 'm  in  the th eo logy  d ep artm en t."

"Theology How t h a t 's  a f in e  f i e l d  f o r  a woman. My husband 
used to^Joke about the  d iv in i ty  s tu d e n ts .  He t a u p t  h i s to r y .  
HP alwavs s a id  th e re  had to  be tw ice as much devilm ent In  a 
d iv in i ty  s tu d e n t ,  s in ce  th ey  a l l  knew how u p rig h t they  d have 
to  be when th ey  go t ou t o f  sch o o l. I  don t  suppose bhey re  
much d i f f e r e n t  th an  the  r e s t  though, on ly  they  th in k  about
Qod more,"
"No, I  d o n 't  suppose s o ,"  Ren agreed  to  be p o l i t e .

"W ell, I 'd  b e s t  g e t u p s t a i r s , "

"Thank you fo r  your t r o u b le ."

"Oh i t ' s  no tro u b le  a t  a l l .  I 'm  g lad  Michele's having some 
company fo r  a change. My goodness, I  hope my ^
b u rn in g . I t ' s  been very  n ice  m eeting you. D r. Rennon.

"Thank you, and thank you fo r  l e t t i n g  me in .

"Y ou're very  welcome." She l e f t  th e n , c lo s in g  the  door b e ­
h ind  h e r .



Ren g lanced  around the  room, n o t ic in g  the  way i t  was d e c o r­
a te d , Her eyes r e s te d  on the  books n e a re s t  where she s a t .
She read  the  a u th o rs ' names where th ey  were v i s ib le  i n  the 
dim l i g h t .  Thomas P a in e , A r i s t o t l e ,  John S tu a r t  M il l ,  E in ­
s t e i n ,  R a b e la is , Emily D ick in so n , S t .  Thomas A quinas. She 
l i t  a c ig a r e t te  and got up to  f in d  an a s h tr a y .  A f te r  she had 
found one, she took o f f  h e r  c o a t ,  fo ld in g  i t  in  h a l f ,  and 
l a i d  i t  on top o f  h e r  worn im i ta t io n - le a th e r  s u i tc a s e .  The 
l i g h t  f i l t e r e d  by the  lamp shade made l i t t l e  c r i s s - c r o s s e s  of 
shadow over the  c a rp e t .

S i t t i n g  down, she decided  n o t to  s i t  too  e r e c t l y ,  and s l i d  
down in to  the  com fort o f  th e  c h a i r .  She d ldn t  want to  look 
s tu f f y .  Most people co n sid e red  h e r to  be s tu f f y .  I t  had 
never m a tte red  much, fo r  she had decided  what a woman p r o f e s ­
so r  was supposed to  be l i k e ,  and look l i k e ,  and a c t  l i k e .
Even as a young woman s t a r t i n g  c o l le g e , she had b e lie v e d  th a t  
people  would n o t be so a p t to  o ffen d  h e r i f  h e r  p r o p r ie ty  d id  
n o t a llow  i t .  Very few knew why she was so conscious o f  h e r 
b e a r in g . M ichele was an e x c e p tio n .

She heard  the  key tu rn in g  in  th e  lo o k . Though She had been 
w a itin g  fo r  i t ,  the  sound s t a r t l e d  h e r and M ichele was In s id e  
b e fo re  she had time to  th in k  o f  s ta n d in g  up,

"Ren?" The voice had no t had sound enough to  f a l t e r .

"Y es." Im m ediately  she sto o d  up in  a manner th a t  su g g ested  a 
f e a r  o f  in tru d in g  y e t a t  once asked th a t  she n o t be though t 
o f as an in t r u d e r .  The th in g s  she had to ld  h e r s e l f  she would 
sa y , suddenly  were no t adequate  o r a p p ro p r ia te .

" I t  has been a long  tim e , "M ichele s a id  u n c e r ta in ly .

"You d o n 't  mind th a t  I 'v e  come, do you?"

The younger woman h e s i ta te d  b e fo re  she answ ered, s tu d y in g  
R en 's  face I n te n t ly  w ith o u t q u ite  u n d e rs tan d in g  why. "No.
I 'm  j u s t  s u rp r is e d , t h a t ' s  a l l . "

Ren f e l t  the  doubt b e fo re  she saw i t  in  M ic h e le 's  e y e s . "Is 
i t  too lo n g ?"  She knew th a t  she would have to  speak th en  b e ­
fo re  any f u r th e r  s i le n c e  grew between them. N othing had ev er 
been so d i f f i c u l t  to  say ; never had she had such a d e s ire  to  
say  a n y th in g  as much. Apology, c o n fe s s io n , r e v e la t io n ,  
p r a y e r ,  they  were a l l  the  same. The q u e s tio n  she saw on 
M ic h e le 's  face  h u r t .  I t  r e f l e c te d  h u r t .

"Pour y ea rs  i s  a long  tim e , M ich e le ."

"Yes, a long  tim e ."

"Your l e t t e r s . . ,w e 've never ta lk e d  about i t  s in c e  th a t  d ay ."  

"No."

"I had to  come now ,"

"I know: i t ' s  Ju s t  th a t  I  thought you w o u ld n 't ,"  A s in g le  
t e a r  overflow ed from b eneath  a low ered l i d  o f M ichele s eye. 
Ren watched i t  z ig -z a g  down h e r cheek and sto p  above h e r up­
p e r  l i p .

"Has i t  changed? I  m e a n ..."

"No."

"I w o u ld n 't blame you, i f  th e re  were someone e l s e . "

"There i s  no one e l s e . "

Among R en 's  memories was the  r e c o l le c t io n  o f  a k i s s  she had 
“ d away from, th e  g e n tle  k is s  o f a ten d e r young woman a 
woman who had had a s tra n g e  power to  understand  what SM  had 
n o t u n d ersto o d . The memory had f i l l e d  h e r  mind many tim es . 
Now the  same woman, no lo n g e r young stood  fa c in g  h e r w a i t - 
ing. w a itin g  fo r  h e r d e c ls lc n , w a itin g  a f t e r  a long  tim e oi
w a itin g .

"I* ve been very  f o o l i s h . "

Ren f e l t  the  warmth o f a hand touch ing  bu t no t c a re s s in g  h e r 
S L k !  They k L s e d ,  and the queer unhappiness th a t  had l iv e d  
w ith  h e r so long  was suddenly gone.

She would never tu rn  avjay a g a in , no t fo r  God H im self. She 
d id n 't  b e lie v e  He would ev er ask h e r to .

THIS IS  WOMAN

F e a rfu lly  and long-w ithdraw n, 
the wonder o f  woman w ith in  you 
reached  fo r  the k e rn e l o f me — 
tim id ly .

Tender
and sudden ly— 
w ith  knowing 
w ith  brawn.

This has no equal fo r  man— 
th i s  i s  o f woman 
fo r  woman

No id le  shoal in  a shallow  sea 
But the  deep deeps s t i r r i n g  
In  you 
In  me,

Blanche Small



A N  I N V I T A T I O N

TO READERS OF THE LADDER

We are convinced that somewhere in 
your progressive readership, there is 
creative writing talent going to waste. 
We, the publishers of both TOWER and 
MIDWOOD BOOKS, therefore invite authors, 
whether established or aspiring, to sub­
mit original manuscripts that deal in 
realistic and mature fashion with les­
bianism.

The length should be approximately 
^0,000 words and the manuscript typing 
double-spaced. Every submittal stemming 
from this invitation will receive prompt 
and special attention. Contracts can be 
issued on the basis of a partial presen­
tation if supplemented by an outline of 
the planned subsequent action, and ad­
vances against royalties will be made 
upon acceptance.

Please address all manuscripts and/ 
or letters of inquiry to;

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
TOWER PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
505 EIGHTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK

Cross-currents
A b o ld  experim ent I n  e n te rta in m e n t -  "the f i r s t  o f  I t s  k ind  
in  th e  coun try" -  has ended sa d ly . The HAIGHT THEATER opened 
Ju ly  17 In  San F ran c isco  as a "fin e  a r t  th e a te r  fo r  the  gay 
s e t . "  Movies w ith  gay elem ents such as "A T aste  o f  Honey 
and "The Mark" were b e in g  shown, and drag  c o n te s ts  were being  
h e ld  on the  s ta g e . A n ig h t ly  ra d io  show, "The Gay Hour, 
which fe a tu re d  In te rv ie w s  from the th e a te r  lobby , was cu t o f f  
a f t e r  many com plain ts to  the  s t a t i o n .  F uror In  the  H aight 
neighborhood b rough t p ic k e ts  to  the  th e a te r .  The p re s id e n t  
o f  th e  Neighborhood Council d ec la red  f l a t l y  th a t  any form o f 
d e v ia t io n , sex u a l o r  freew ay. I s  no t good fo r  th i s  n e ig h b o r­
hood!" The th e a te r  owners m ain tained  th a t  the  th e a te r  was 
doing a b r is k  b u s in e s s , d e sp ite  re p o r ts  th a t  p a tro n s  were b e ­
in g  h a ra sse d  by Ju v e n ile s  and watched by the  p o l ic e .  Then, a 
l i t t l e  more th an  30 days a f t e r  the th e a te r  opened, bo th  co - 
owners re p o r te d ly  blew town, le a v in g  behind unpaid deb ts  and 
a bench w arran t f o r  the  a r r e s t  o f  one o f  them.

C olum nist ANN UNDERS u su a lly  o f fe r s  f a i r l y  s e n s ib le  advice 
to  tho se  who a re  co n fro n ted  by hom osexuality . One perso n  r e ­
c e n tly  w rote to  h e r  d e sc r ib in g  a seem ingly le s b ia n  two-some 
In  an o f f ic e  s i t u a t io n .  "Should th ese  women be f ire d ?  the 
p e rso n  asked . Miss Landers' s r e p ly :  "No. I f  they  a re  com­
p e te n t ,  i f  th ey  mind t h e i r  own b u s in e s s . , ,lt^w o u ld  be c ru e l 
and se n s e le s s  to  deprive  them o f employment,

ANITA LOOS, famous fo r  h e r "Gentlemen P re fe r  B londes" f i ^ s t  
done In  th e  '2 0 s ,  s a id  th a t  she could never do Blondes t o ­
day. "The sex  ba lance  has so changed," says Miss Loos, th a t  
today i t  would have to  be c a l le d  'G entlem en P re fe r  G en tle ­
men’ ."  O r, we h a s te n  to  add , "Blondes P re fe r  B londes.

The ATHENEUM REVIEW I s  a Jou rn a l to  be w atched. O rig in a tin g  
In  F lo r id a ,  I t  I s  to  be p u b lish e d  m onthly (b eg inn ing  August 
'6 4 )  by the  ATHENEUM SOCIETY OP AMERICA, INCORPORATOD, P. 0 . 
Box 2278, Miami, F lo r id a ,  33101. S u b sc r ip tio n  I s  $5 a y e a r . 
T h e ir  prom otion l e t t e r  s t a t e s :  "Our s u b je c ts  a re  TABOO,
som ething to  be swept under th e  rug  by most p eo p le . We 
f ra n k ly  d isc u ss  such m a tte rs  as hom osexuality , gam ollng, 
c o t íe s  a d d ic t io n , a lc o h o lism , pornography, p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  and 
many o th e r  s u b je c ts .  We d isc u ss  the  shakedowns, g r a f t ,  b r ib ­
e ry .  b la c k m a il, and o th e r  c o rru p tio n s  th a t  accompany and a re  
a r e s u l t  o f  th e se  m a t t e r s , , , We b e lie v e  th a t  homosexual b e ­
h a v io r  between co n sen tin g  a d u l ts  In  p r iv a te  should no t be a 
c r im in a l o f f e n s e . . .  We b e lie v e  th a t  many laws a re  a rc h a ic  
and I n e q u i t a b l e . . .  We a re  a n o n -p ro f i t  o r g a ^ z a t lo n ,  d e d i­
c a te d  to  th e  d isc u ss io n  o f  the s o c ia l  and c rim in a l problems 
o f  today th a t  a re  In c re a s in g  In  s p i te  o f a l l  m easures being  
tak en  to  curb them. Perhaps th e se  m a tte rs  need new th in k in g ,



a new a p p ro a c h ,” The am bition  o f the  group I s  r e f l e c te d  In  
th e  quote from Thomas J e f fe rs o n  th a t  appears on I t s  s t a t i o n ­
e ry :  "B igo try  i s  th e  d ise a se  o f  Ig n o ran ce , o f  morbid m inds.
E d u ca tio n  and f re e  d isc u ss io n  are  the  a n t id o te s  o f  b o th .

" In  o rd e r  to  promote a co n tin u in g  d ia logue  between th e  church 
and the  hom osexual, and in  an endeavor to  b e t t e r  u n d erstan d  
human s e x u a l i ty ,  and to  promote u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e  broad  
v a r i e t i e s  and m a n ife s ta tio n s  w ith in  the  spectrum  o f  human 
s e x u a l i ty ,"  the  COUNCIL ON RELIGION AND THE HOMOSEXUAL was 
formed th i s  summer in  San F ra n c isc o . The C ouncil i s  an o u t­
growth o f  th e  "C o n su lta tio n  on the  Church and th e  Homosexual 
h e ld  in  the  San F ran c isco  Bay Area in  June (se e  r e p o r t  In  our 
Septem ber i s s u e ) .  I t  i s  a lo o s e ly  o rg an ized  committee which 
In c lu d es  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  from v a rio u s  homophile o rg a n iz a tio n s  
as w ell as clergym en o f  v a rio u s  f a i t h s ,  Homophile groups 
re p re se n te d  a re  D aughters o f  B l l l t l s ,  M attach ine S o c ie ty , So­
c ie ty  f o r  In d iv id u a l R ig h ts , C itiz e n s  News, and Tavern G u ild . 
Clergymen now re p re s e n t  the  E p isc o p a l, M e th o d is t, L u th e ran , 
American F r ie n d s , U nited Church, and B a p t i s t  f a i t h s .  To con­
tin u e  the  d ia logue  begun in  June betw een th e  church and the  
hom osexual, the C ouncil has p lanned  m eetings to  be h e ld  in  
the homes o f  p a r t i c ip a t in g  clergym en, w ith  the  h o s t i n v i t in g  
s e v e ra l o th e r  churchmen to  meet and t a lk  w ith  male and female 
hom osexuals. Clergymen w i l l  a ls o  p a r t i c ip a t e  In  m eetings 
h e ld  by the  homophile o rg a n iz a tio n s . I n  th e  f u tu r e ,  la y  
church groups may be in v i te d  to  p a r t i c ip a te  i n  th e  d ia lo g u e .

In d ig n a n t c i t i z e n s  i n  CAPE MAY, NEW JERSEY have vowed an a l l -  
ou t war to  d riv e  homosexuals ou t o f  t h e i r  r e s o r t  town. One 
i r a t e  businessm an s a id  th e  type o f  homosexual f re q u e n tin g  h is  
town i s  o f te n  "w ealthy , s u c c e s s fu l ,  and I n f l u e n t i a l , "  and o f ­
te n  wears a b i k i n i .  He s a id  the  to w n 's  s t r a te g y  would be a 
p ro longed  harassm ent o f  homosexuals by s t r i c t  enforcem ent o f  
v a rio u s  o rd in a n c e s . Alarm over the  In c re a se  i n  homosexuals 
in  Cape May may be exceeded only  by a larm  over th e  drop in  
lo c a l  p r o f i t s  a f t e r  they  have l e f t ,  i f  p re c e d e n t h o ld s .

Those o f  you who en joyed  MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY's a r t i c l e  in  
th e  Septem ber LADDER may be I n te r e s te d  in  t h i s  t i p .  A g ia n t  
cum ulative c h e c k l i s t ,  s im i la r  to  b u t f a r  more com prehensive 
th an  c h e c k l is ts  in  the  p a s t ,  i s  in  the  works and w i l l  be r e ­
le a se d  soon. C om pilers, as b e fo re ,  a re  M arion Zimmer B rad ley  
and Gene Damon, I t  w i l l  supersede  a l l  known l i s t s  o f  bo th  
male and fem ale l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  homophile theme,

DCCTORS JEWS CCB?ERENCE, shown on KTVU in  O akland, C a l i f . ,  
ta c k le d  the  s u b je c t o f  hom osexuality  on J u ly  27, P a n e l is ts  
were Rev. C arl Howie, D r. Sam N elken, and D r. G erald  F e lg en , 
Rev, Howie f e l t  th a t  hom osexuality  has a d e te r io r a t in g  e f f e c t  
on s o c ie ty  and th a t  we must "do e v e ry th in g  p o s s ib le  to  c l a r ­
i f y  the  ro le s  o f  boys and g i r l s  in  our s o c i e t y . " D r. F elgen  
fo cu sed  on VD among male hom osexuals. D r. Nelken f e l t  th a t  
hom osexuality  was an i l l n e s s  to  be t r e a te d  by a p sy c h o th e ra ­
p i s t  -  n o t by a p sy ch o an a ly s t o r  m in is te r .  He allow ed th a t  
"the g re a t  m a jo r ity  ( o f  hom osexuals) want to  keep t h e i r  Jo b s , 
to  l iv e  in  and w ith  s o c ie ty ,"  We've known i t  a l l  a lo n g l

I  shou ld  l ik e  to  c o n g ra tu la te  DOB n o t on ly  on the  f in e  g a th ­
e r in g  in  Hew York, b u t on the  q u a l i ty  o f  the  re p o r ts  o f  th a t  
conven tion  th a t  appeared in  THE LADDER, With some dism ay, I  
read  r e p o r ts  o f  th e  same m eeting in  o th e r  homophile p u b lic a ­
t io n s .  I f  the  q u a l i ty  o f  re p o r tin g  th a t  marks th e se  Issu e s  
o f  THE LADDER can be extended to  the  e n t i r e  homophile p r e s s ,  
we w i l l  be ab le  to  make co n sid e rab le  p ro g re s s .

The above does n o t mean th a t  the  re p o r ts  i n  THE LADDER were 
above c r i t i c i s m ,  m erely th a t  th ey  were a c c u ra te , im p a r t ia l ,  
and w e l l -w r i t te n  ex cep t f o r  one p h ra se . When the  r e p o r te r  
m entions th a t  I  made an a c c u sa tio n  a g a in s t  ONE I n c . ,  and 
then  adds th a t  th i s  was made "w ithout s u b s ta n t ia t io n ,  th i s  
i s  a type o f  e d i to r i a l i z in g  th a t  has no p lace  in  a c cu ra te  
r e p o r t in g .  She m ight J u s t  as w ell have s ta te d  th a t  no one 
asked f o r  s u b s ta n t ia t io n .

I t  was a very  n ice  co n v en tio n , b u t I  th in k  the tim e has come 
f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  type o f m eeting . The next one ought to  be an 
in te r n a l  conference  fo r  a l l  groups doing work in  t h i s  a rea  -  
DOB, M attach in e , ONE, Jan u s , e t c .  I t  should be a broad i n ­
te r n a l  m eeting to  d isc u ss  program , p o l i c i e s ,  and t a c t i c s ,  and 
no t to  h e a r  ta lk s  from law yers and p s y c h ia t r i s t s .

-  Donald W ebster Cory

I  loved  your review  (August ' 6*i-) o f  Eve Merrlam s AFTER NOFIA 
SLAMMED THE DOOR, The b i t  about the p a ra so l i s  sh ee r g en iu s . 
K indly  t e l l  rev iew er Hola fo r  me th a t  she i s  t e r r i f i c .

I n  the  same i s s u e ,  Donald W ebster Cory p re d ic ts  th a t  those in  
England who th in k  ad o p tio n  o f  the  Wolfenden recommendations 
w i l l  tu rn  th e  t i d e ,  a re  doomed to  d isapp o in tm en t. I  d Sive 
him no awards fo r  common sense th e re .  The p o in t 
homosexuals in  England have q u ite  enough to  cope w ith  wi.thou^ 
having  the  le g a l  d ice  loaded  a g a in s t  them as w e ll. To r e fo m  
the  law would remove a t  l e a s t  one s iz e a b le  burden from th e l  
backs In  E ngland, t h i s  i s  c e r ta in ly  a m ajor problem , b e ­
cause u n t i l  th e  law i s  refo rm ed , so th a t  ^ le_ h o m o sex u a ls  can 
meet to g e th e r  w ithou t charges o f "p ro c u ra tio n  Jo e in g  le v e l le d  
a g a in s t  s o c ia l  a g e n c ie s , p s y c h ia t r i s t s ,  e t c .  who a c t  as i n ­
tro d u c e rs , how on e a r th  can th ey  s t a r t  so lv in g  t h e i r  o th e r  
problem s? So long  as our p re se n t law p ro h ib i ts  g ro u p -to e ra -  
p e u tlc "  b e n e f i t  fo r  men, C o ry 's  o p in io n  th a t  le g a l  r e fo m  i s  
"not a m ajor problem " i s  a b s o lu te ly  fa tu o u s . S t i l l ,  when d id  
one ev e r ex p ec t common sense from a man?

- Esme Langley, Editor, ARENA THREE



I  am w r i t in g  th i s  l e t t e r  fo r  two re a so n s . The f i r s t  I s  to  
compliment the  e d i to r  and r e p o r te r s  on the  conven tion  Issu e s  
o f  THE LADDER. The r e p o r t in g  on the v a rio u s  ta lk s  a t  the  DOB 
co n ven tion  was su p erb . The second i s  to  acknowledge my mem­
b e rsh ip  in  S , 0 . B. (Sons o f  B l l l t l s )  and the  membership c a rd .

-  W arden B, Pomeroy, P sy c h o th e ra p is t

Your September Is su e  review  o f  D r. S z a s z 's  LAl/, LIBERTY, AND 
PSYCHIATRY was g a lv a n iz in g . I  bought the  book Im m ediately , 
though I  had to  w a it w hile my d e a le r  o rd e red  I t .  I t  has made 
me r e a l i z e  no t only  th a t  th e rap y  I s  no panacea f o r  a l l  p ro b ­
lems o f human l i v in g ,  b u t a ls o  th a t  th e rap y  can be used to  
d i s c r e d i t  peop le  as r a t io n a l  and re sp o n s ib le  b e in g s and thus 
to  dep rive  them o f  bo th  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and r e s p e c t  from o th e r s .  
The assum ption seems to  be th a t  no r a t i o n a l ,  "h e a lth y "  p e rso n  
could  r e a l l y  want to  go a g a in s t  th e  d ic ta te s  o f  h is  s o c ie ty .

In  su p p o rt o f S zasz’ s c la im  th a t  s o c ia l  and sex u a l d e v ia te s  
a re  o f te n  fo rced  to  have tre a tm e n t and so may be "persuaded" 
to  change t h e i r  b e h a v io r , I  quote th e  fo llo w in g  from "The 
F u r tiv e  F r a t e r n i t y , " a famous a r t i c l e  which appeared  In  the 
s o p h is t ic a te d  magazine GREATER PHILADELPHIA (my u n d e r l in in g ) :

"There I s  in  P h i la d e lp h ia . . .a  unique program  which may b laze  
a p a th  In  re fo rm . I t ' s  a p s y c h ia t r ic  program o f group th e r a ­
p y . . . r u n  on a weekly b a s is  a t  P h ila d e lp h ia  G eneral H o s p i ta l . 
. . .  The members o f  the  groups have a l l  been co n v ic ted  o f  a 
crim e and in  l i e u  o f  r e p o r t in g  to  the P ro b a tio n  O ffic e  once a 
month -  a form o f th e rap y  proven u s e le s s  -  th ey  r e p o r t  one 
n ig h t a week to  take  p a r t  In  a group th e rap y  d is c u s s io n .
Each group I s  le d  by a q u a l i f ie d  p s y c h ia t r i s t .

" . . .p r o b a t io n  o f f i c e r  Anthony C rooce, th e  a c t in g  su p e rv is o r  
o f the  p ro g ra m ...c o n s id e rs  h is  main Job ( th a t )  o f e s t a b l i s h ­
in g  h im se lf  as a fa th er-Im ag e  to  the  'b o y s ' . . .

"Dr. Joseph  P e te r s ,  the p s y c h ia t r i s t  who heads th e  program , 
p o in ts  ou t t h a t , , ,  'm o st o f  our sex  o ffe n d e r  groups c o n s is t  
a lm ost e n t i r e ly  o f  hom osexuals, v;e found th a t  th e se  peop le  
a re  very  lo n e ly  and fe e l  I s o la te d ,  which I s  one o f  th e  r e a ­
sons th ey  go to  p u b lic  p la 'ces to  make s o l i c i t a t i o n s  and, as a 
r e s u l t ,  g e t cau g h t. Through the  group we g e t a ho ld  on him , 
a ho ld  th a t  g r a t i f i e s  h i s  need to  b e long . Prom th e re  we use 
th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l concepts th a t  he lp  him to  reco g n ize  h is  
In n e r  c o n f l i c t s . '  "

A few l in e s  l a t e r  In  the  same a r t i c l e .  D r. N icholas Bash I s  
quoted  as t e l l i n g  a p a ro le e  In  h ls  Sex O ffender Group: "I
won' t  e v e r  t r y  to  m an ipu la te  y o u ." A ll th i s  d e s p ite  the  f a c t  
t h a t .  In  the  words o f  THE LADDER'S re v ie w e r, " , , , w hether he 
w ants i t  o r  n o t ,  he g e ts  th e  tre a tm e n t f o r  f r e e ." !

W hile read in g  your review  o f Thomas Szasz’ s LAW, LIBERTY, AND 
PSYCHIATRY (S e p t, ' 6i<-), I  was reminded o f  an a r t i c l e  I  read  
In  SATURDAY REVIEW o f June 20, 196U. I t  d e sc rib ed  the  a t ta c k  
on P ro fe sso r  M ulford S ib le y , who teaches a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  
M innesota, fo r  the  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c ia l ly  unorthodox views 
he h o ld s  and fo r  encouraging h ls  s tu d e n ts  to  ch a llen g e  o r th o ­
dox ies and t e s t  t r u th s  f o r  them selves. Follow ing denuncia­
t io n  from the  American Legion and o th e r  g roups. S ta te  S enato r 
W right c a l le d  the p ro fe s s o r  an "academic d e v ia te ,"  A s ta te  
I n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  the  u n iv e r s i ty  was launched . C le a r ly , "de­
v ia te "  has become one o f s o c ie ty 's  most dero g a to ry  la b e l s .

-  P, W., C onnecticu t

I  v e ry  much l ik e  the  September co v er, b u t had to  take time to  
determ ine the  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  g iv in g  the  wheel dominance over 
the  two f ig u r e s .  Then ray f r ie n d  reminded me th a t  the wheel 
I s  the  symbol o f  L ife  and o f N av igation  (b u t m ostly  o f  L ife )  
o r ig in a te d  by the  a n c ie n ts .  In  th i s  re s p e c t  the cover I s  ex ­
c e l l e n t ,  and I t  looks h ig h ly  p ro fe s s io n a l ,  AND -  as a s id e ­
l i g h t ,  I  love those b ig ,  bo ld  l e t t e r s :  A LESBIAN REVIEW.

Photos d ig n ify  a p u b l ic a t io n . Today your magazine has PACE, 
and th i s  I s  Im p o rtan t, The co n ten t i s  the same as e a r l i e r :  
l i v e l y .  In fo rm a tiv e , c o n tro v e r s ia l ,  sometimes humorous. But 
the  face  I s  Improved 100 fo ld !

-  J .  N ,, P ennsy lvan ia

-  M. G ,,C a lifo rn ia

D uring  th e  p a s t  y ear I  have read  THE LADDER w ith  g re a t I n t e r ­
e s t ,  augmented by the  f a c t  th a t  I  am one o f  those " is o la te s "  
and I t  I s  good to  f e e l ,  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one day each month, th a t  
I  am no t o f  a unique s p e c ie s . Of course th e re  a re  gay boys 
and g i r l s  in  my sm all town, and one o f  the  lo c a l  b a rs  i s  the 
h e a d q u a rte rs  f o r  the  boys, a t  l e a s t .  But my Idea  o f  n o th ing  
to  do I s  to  s i t  In  a sm o k e -f ille d  b a r se v e ra l n ig h ts  a week 
hoping th a t  someone I n te r e s t in g  m ight come a lo n g ,

I  am h e a r t i l y  in  accord  w ith  the  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  DOB In  v a r­
io u s  p u b lic  In fo rm atio n  and se rv ic e  p ro je c ts  th a t  have come 
a lo n g , such as  ra d io  In te rv ie w s , and e s p e c ia l ly  the  re se a rc h  
b e in g  conducted by D r. Gundlach. I  a p p re c ia te  the  in fo rm a­
t io n  su p p lie d  by THE LADDER In  "C ro ss-cu rre n ts"  and the book 
rev iew s. Cheers f o r  the  g a ls  who have been a c tin g  as  "L iving 
Propaganda" and doing t h e i r  b i t  to  show the w orld th a t  we a re  
human b e in g s to o , I  have been doing ray sm all b i t  In  th a t  
d i r e c t io n ,  a ls o  -  r a th e r  s u c c e s s fu lly ,  I  l ik e  to  th in k .

I t  I s  t r u e ,  as a re a d e r  observed some Is su e s  ago, th a t  some 
o f  th e  s to r i e s  and poems leav e  som ething to  be d e s ire d , b u t 
th e re  have a lso  been s e v e ra l th a t  were w ell and to u ch in g ly  
w r i t te n .  There seems to  have been a g en era l Improvement In  
th e se  l a s t  few m onths,



A w hile ago a re a d e r  suggested  th a t  THE LADDER shou ld  adopt a 
fo rc e fu l  p o in t  o f  view o f I t s  own, and use t h i s  p o in t  o f  view 
In  p r o je c t in g  the m a te r ia l  I t  p u b l is h e s .  I ,  a l s o ,  am In  
fav o r o f th i s  Id e a , f o r  I t  w i l l  g ive th e  re a d e rs  som ething to  
g e t t h e i r  te e th  I n to ,  C ontroversy? C e r ta in ly .  Most o f  the 
w orld’ s g re a t  work has been accom plished am idst -  and even 
perhaps because o f -  the c o n tro v e rsy  th a t  som eone's Id eas  
s t i r r e d  up. Speaking o f  c o n tro v e rsy , have any o f  your s t a f f  
been read in g  the "Philosophy" s e r ie s  th a t  has been ru n n in g  in  
PLAYBOY Magazine? I  r e f e r  e s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  A p r il  I s s u e , 
which d e a l t  w ith  laws and mores p e r ta in in g  to  hom osexuality . 
The c h a r t  o f  p e n a l t ie s  f o r  v a rio u s  sex  o ffe n se s  in  a l l  the  
s t a t e s  I s  most comprehensive -  and h o r r i f y in g .  E d i to r  Hugh 
H efner sa y s : " . . . o u r  b e l i e f  i n  a f r e e ,  r a t i o n a l ,  and hiunane
s o c ie ty  demands a to le ra n c e  o f  those  whose sex u a l i n c l i n a ­
t io n s  a re  d i f f e r e n t  from our o w n ..."

I  do want to  l e t  you know th a t  I  en joy  and a p p re c ia te  the  e f ­
f o r t s  you and your s t a f f  p u t f o r th  In  g e t t in g  ou t THE LADDER. 
I 'm  lo o k in g  forw ard to  the n ex t y ea r w ith  much I n t e r e s t !

-  B. M,, Iowa

DAUGHTERS of BILITIS
I N C O R P O R A T E D

MEMBERSHIP in Daughters of B ilitis is limited to women 21 
years of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York, or Chicago 
area, direct inquiry to chapter concerned. Otherwise write to Na­
tional Office in San Francisco for a membership application form.

THE LADDER is a monthly magazine published by Daughters of 
B ilitis, Inc., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for $4.00 a year. 
Anyone over 21 may subscribe to The Ladder.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wants 
to support our work. We are a non-profit corporation depending 
entirely on volunteer labor. While men may not become members 
of Daughters of B ilitis, many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and have made contributions to further our work.

A very  funny p ie c e ,  "We Went Thataway" (June I s s u e ) .  I  hope 
you g e t the  w r i te r  to  supp ly  you w ith  th e  s e q u e l, pann ing  fo r  
gold  In  summertime. I f  I  can g e t  In to  Miss Agronsky’ s gay 
mood, I  w i l l  s u re ly  t r y  a s a t i r i c a l  b i t  fo r  THE LADDER,

-  S idney Ravenswood

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 1232 
Market St., Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California.

New York Chapter: West 28th St.,
New York 1, N. Y.

I t ' s  a p le a su re  to  observe your to le ra n c e  o f  Ann A ld ric h  and 
h e r  " p a rro t"  S . M. who w rote In  your A p r il  I s s u e .  I  suppose 
every  o rg a n iz a tio n  has one l ik e  h e r  -  th e  b r i l l i a n t  o u ts id e r  
who I s  always ready  to  f in d  f a u l t  b u t never a v a i la b le  to  he lp  
In  a c o n s tru c tiv e  way! H o n estly , I  d o n 't  l i k e  some o f the  
p o e try  e i t h e r ,  bu t maybe I 'm  J u s t  too  o ld  f o r  I t .  Almost 
e v e ry th in g  by A b ig a il Sanford  and B lanche Small I  ^  l i k e .  
Your May cover was lo v e ly ,  the n ic e s t  1 ' ve seen .

I  a ls o  adm ire your rev iew  o f  th a t  d e te s ta b le  book THE VELVET 
UNDERGROUND. The rev iew er m ight have s a id  one th in g  more: 
th a t  a p e rso n  capable  o f  I n v i t in g  and th en  b e tra y in g  the  con­
f id e n c e s  o f  those  s ic k  "sex -c lu b "  members (a s  does the  v a l ­
i a n t  c ru sa d e r M ichael L e ig h ) , i s  no t s e t t i n g  a v e ry  high 
moral s ta n d a rd  h im se lf . Perhaps he can re g a rd  such tre a c h e ry  
as Innocen t compared to  th e  s in s  he exposed} I  must re g a rd  I t  
as  b e in g  w orse.

Keep up the  good work, and as  fo r  Ann A ld r ic h , N il I l l e g i t im a  
Carborundum! That means -  "D on't l e t  the  b a s ta rd  g rin d  you 
down. "

- 3 ,  N ., New Je rse y

Chicago Chapter: P. 0. Box M i97, 
Chicago, 111.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
1232 Market Street, Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California.

Please send THE LADDER fo r_______ year(s) in a plain sealed
envelope to the address below. I enclose $______ at the rate of $4.00
for each year ordered.

N A M E -

A D D R E S S .

C I T Y .Z O N E ___S T A T E .

I am ovar 2J ytara of of« (SigmaJL



SHE DECIDED
TO SHARE IT! |

This reader has ordered GIFT subscriptions for two 
friends ABROAD. Foreign subscriptions sire $ 5 
til the end of this year; after Jsinuary 1, 1965» 
the rate is $ 6. Domestic subscriptions (United 
States, Canada, and Mexico) are $ k now, $ 5 after 
the new year. Order NOW - for yom*self emd for a 
friend - before the rates go up! Send to: Daugh­
ters of Bilitis, 1232 Market St., San Frsmcisco 2, 
Calif. Please state that recipient is 21 or over.

T H E  L A D D E R - a  unique gi f t ,  
a unique m a g a z i n e !


