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☆ of the

A WOMEN’S  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  F O R  T H E  P U R P O S E  O P  P R O M O T IN G  
T H E  IN T E G R A T IO N  O F  T H E  H O M O S E X U A L  IN T O  S O C I E T Y  B Y ;  ^

................
..........

.....
...........O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­

ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric. religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be- 
havior and dress acceptable to  society.

© Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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The P otentia l o f Woman
SEYMOUR M. FÄRBER AND ROGER H . L .  W ILSON, EDITO RS.

NEW Yo r k , m c g ra w -h i l l , 1963

"7>HE Po t e n t ia l  o f  w cm a s"  w a s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  s y m p o s ia  p r e s e n t e d  a t  

THE Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Ca l if o r n ia  ui« e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e , "Ma n  and  

C IV IL IZ A T IO N , "  t h e ir  OVER-ALL PURPOSE TO EXPLORE, IN M U L T ID IS C I­

PLINARY f a s h io n , PROBLEMS OF GREAT CONTEMPORARY IMPORTANCE. PAR­

T IC IP A N TS IN TIE SYMPOSIUM ON WOMEN INCLUDED PROFESSORS, W RITERS, 

iNO  REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND MISCELLANEOUS OCCU­

PATIONS. S IG N IF ICA N TLY , 2 t  MEN AND 13 W MEN WERE INVOLVED -  CAN 

ONE IMAGINE MORE WOMEN THAN MEN BEING  INV ITED  TO PA RT IC IBATE IN  A 

SYMPOSIUM ABOUT MEN? GROUPS OF PAPERS WERE ORGANIZED AROUND SOME 

TOPIC -  SUCH AS WOMAN’S B IOLOG ICAL POTENTIAL; A C Q U IS IT IO N  OF SEX 

ROLE; CONTROL OF THE TRANSIT IO N  IN WOMAN'S ROLE; THE CCNSEQUENCES 

OF EQUALITY, INCLUDING MALE REVOLT -  AND EACH WAS FOLLOWED BY A 

LIVELY  PANEL D ISC U SS IO N .

Th e  RESIDUAL IMPRESSION IS  A SMORGASBORD OF RELATIVELY INDEFEICENT  

NOTIONS ABOUT W « T  WOMAN'S ROLE SHOULD BE, APART FROM THAT OF WIFE 

AND MOTHER. THROUGH T H IS  VERY D IV E R S IT Y , THE BOOK ACQUIRES A CER­

TA IN  AUTHENTIC ITY, IN  REFLECTING S O C IE T Y 'S  CURRENTLY D IFFU SE REVIEWS 

ON THE SUBJECT. NEVERTHELESS, OBSERVATIONS TEND TO REVOLVE AROUND 

CERTAIN B A S IC  IS SU E S : VINAT IS  W/OMAN'S B IO LO G ICAL POTENTIAL? WHAT 

ROLES SHOULD SHE FU LF ILL ? IAHAT IS  THE NATURE OF THE TRANSITION IN 

h e r  STATUS?

WHILE THE PART IC IPANTS PERCE IVE  WOMAN'S ROLE AS CHANGING, THEY 

ENVISIONED NO EARTH-SHAKING CHANGES, THEY VIEWED HER BA SIC  ROLES 

AS THE TRADIT IONAL ONES OF W IFE AND MOTHER, AND CONTINUALLY CON­

SIDERED  HER FUNCTIONS IN RELATION TO M A N 'S , THUS SEEMING TO EN­

DORSE HER A U X IL IA RY  STATUS. WHILE THE FATE OF BOTH SEXES IS  IN ­

DEED INEXTRICABLY L I IK E D , MEN WOULD NEVER DEFINE T H E IR  POTENTIAL 

IN TERMS OF TTHEIR RELATIO NSH IP  TO WOMEN.

In  s u m , T>C PA NEL ISTS PORTRAY WOMAN'S STATUS AS GENERALLY BEAR“ 

ABLE, CERTAINLY NOT D ISM A L , EVEN RATHER HOPEFIA.. NEVERTHELESS, 

SEVERAL OF THEM PO INT OUT GARGANTUAN OBSTACLES IN  WOMAN'S RATH.

ESTHER PETERSON DEPLORES L IM ITA T IO N S PLACED ON THE WORKING WOMAN, 

AND MARYA MANNES THOSE ON THE CREATIVE WOMAN. ELEANOR MACCOBY 

CONaUOES THAT WOMW MUST BE "FLEET OF FOOT INDEED TO SCALE THE 

HUTOLES SOCIETY HAS ERECTED FOR HER AND TO REMAIN A WHOLE AND HAP­

PY PERSON WHILE CONTINUING TO FOLLOW HER INTELLECTUAL BENT."

PEWHAPS UNWILLING TO CALL UP THE IIWAGE OF THE M ILITANT F EM IN IST ,  

NONE OF THE PANELISTS BRANDS WOMAN’S ROLE THE STARKLY M ISERABLE  

ONE IT  ACTUALLY IS .  PERHAPS THEY, L IK E  MOST PEOPLE, CONFUSE THE 

a v e r a g e  WOMAN'S PA SS IV E  RESIGNATION WITH CONTENTMENT. NORTHING IS  

SA ID  ABOUT PRESENT-DAY WOMEN LEADERS' TRAGIC OPPOSITION TO A VWM- 

A N 'S  R K H T S  AMENWENT, ON THE SHODDY T T C S IS  THAT S U H  AN AME^CMENT 

WOULD NEGATE CERTAIN LAWS PROTECTING WOMEN WORKERS. NONE OF THE 

PLENTIFUL RESEARCH IS  PRESENTED THAT SHOWS WOMEN TO BE FAR MORE 

FEARFUL AND ANXIOUS AND LESS CONFIDENT THAN MEN, NOR ANY OF THE 

e v id e n c e  t h a t  s o c ie t y  GBJERALLY, e s p e c ia l l y  m o t h e r s , PERSISTENTLY  

FRUSTRATES THE F E 'IA LE 'S  PROGRESS TOWARD BECOMING A PERSON.

L IT TLE  IS  SUGGESTED BY WAY OF IMAGINATIVE SOLUTION, 8EY0I® A FEW 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  HELPFUL IDEAS: E . G . ,  PROVIDING FOR MORE COEDUCA­

TIONAL PLAY, FOR WARDROBE CENTERS FOR F IX IN G  CH ILDREN 'S CLOTHES, 

FOR HYPHENATION OF LAST NAMES FOR MARRIED COUPLES. NONE OF THE 

PA NELISTS SUGGESTS THE ULTII'ATE P O S S IB IL IT Y  CF SWEEPING CHANGES IN 

t h e  ROLES OF MOTHER AND FATHER; IN METHODS OF BR ING ING UP G IR L S ;

IN  THE HOME’S  FUNCTION IN CHILD-REARING. NO ONE DARES TO PROVOKE 

M EN 'S  WfWTH BY SUGGESTING MODIFICATIONS IN THOSE MALE PREROGATIVES 

WHICH INEVIATA9LY PLACE SP EC IA L  AND LXIFAIR BURDENS ON WOMEN. FOR 

e x a m p l e , why SHOULD NOT BOYS, AS WELL AS G IR LS , HELP WITH HOUSE­

HOLD CHORES A fC  YOUNGER CHILDREN? WHY, WHEN BOTH WIFE AND HUSBAND 

WORK, SHOULD THE MAN NOT ASSUME AN EQUAL AND NOT MERELY A HELPING 

r o l e  a t  HOME? why SHOULD CHILDREN NOT SPEND MOST OF THEIR DAY IN 

SC IE N T IF IC A LLY  DEVELOPED CHILD CENTERS? WHY SHOULD PROFESSIONALS 

n o t  p e r f o r m  MORE B A S IC  HOUSEHOLD AND YARD CHORES, ON A WHOLESALE, 

e c o n o m ic a l  B A S IS ,  FREEING BOTH HUSBAND AND WIFE FOR A FULLER L IF E .  

THE SYMPOSIUM D ISC U SS IO N S, COLLECTIVELY, POINT UP TEE SU PERF IC IAL­

ITY OF OUR CONVENTIONAL APPROACH TO WOMEN'S PROBLEMS, AND THE GAPS 

IN  PRESENT KNOWLEDGE, EVEN SUCH RESEARCH AS E X IST S  IS  OFTEN SHOT 

THROUGH WITH THE SPEC IA L  B IA S  OF THE INVESTIGATORS.

PEIWAPS THE A M IA B IL IT Y  CF THE EXOTANQES BETWEEN THE MEN AND WOMEN 

p a n e l i s t s  STEMMED FROM THE FAILURE OF EITHER SEX TO ASSERT EXTREME 

VIEW S. T l f  m e n  g e n e r a l l y  TOOK THE TOLERANT VIEW THAT WOMAN'S LOT



MIGHT BE IMPROVED, BUT CONCEDED NOTHING THAT WOULD THREATEN THE

Male' s  pavored position, at least -̂wio of ti€  men would have felt
ca iPLETELY  AT HOME IN QUEEN V IC T O R IA 'S  REIGN. EDMUKO OVERSTFIEET 

GROSSLY OVERPLAYED WOMAN'S B IOLOGICAL HANDICAP; ALBERT SCHWABACHER 

ADVISED  THAT WOMEN LEAVE SER IOU S FINANCE UP TO MEN, AND DO VlHAT 

THEY CAN DO BEST, THAT IS ,  BE WOMEN. TEE EXCEPTION TO TFE PSEU )0 - 

u n o e r s t a n o in g  m a l e  p a n e l i s t s  w a s  Ma r k  h a r  i s , whom e v e r y  woman 

3H0.LD APPLAUD. H IS  REMARKS WERE L IK E  A FRESH AND WELCOME WIND.

t h e  m o s t  h o p e f u l  n o t e  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  CONCLUSION THAT WOMAN'S ROLE 

I S  LARGELY WHAT CULTURE MAKES IT ,  THAT WHAT IS  NORMAL FOR PRIMATES 

MAY NOT BE SO FOR HUMANS. NEVERTHELESS, ELEANOR MACCOBY SUGGESTS 

THAT MALES MAY BE NATURALLY MORE AGGRESSIVE, HENCE INNATELY PRE­

D ISPO SED  TOWARD GREATER IN IT IA T IV E  AM) ACHIEVEMENT.

MARYA MANNES w a s  TFE o n l y  p a n e l i s t  TO MAKE MORE THAN FLEETING  REF­

ERENCE TO HOMOSEXUALITY. "THE WORLD CAN SUSTAIN  MAY DIFFERENT  

K IN D S OF LOVE, WHETHER IT  IS  BETWEEN MAN AND MAN . . .  BETWEEN WOM­

AN AND WOMAN, BETWEEN MAN AM) M IS T R E S S ."  SHE ALSO AVERRED: "THAT 

T H IS  RECOGNITION (OF M IN O R IT IE S ) MUST EXTEND TO, AND INCLUDE, THE 

HOMOSEXUALS AT E ITHER END OF THE SPECTRUM, GOES WITHOUT SAYING. 

WHETHER THESE MANIFESTATIONS OF HUMAN COMPLESITY OR, IF  YOU W ILL, 

D EV IA T IO N , ARE DESIRABLE  IS  NOT JN QUESTION EITHER. TFEY E X IS T ,  

THEY ARE HERE, THEY W ILL NOT GO AWIAY, THEY MAY EVEN INCREASE. THE 

POINT IS  TO MAKE THEM PRODUCTIVE INSTEAD OF DESTRUCTIVE, TO RECOG­

N IZ E  WHAT VALUES THEY HAVE, TO INCORPORATED THEM OPENLY AM) WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE INTO OUR SO C IETY . FOR IT  IS  THE REFUSAL TO ACCEPT AND 

EVEN VALUE THE IR  D IFFERENCE FROM THE NORM THAT CAUSES UNHAPPINESS 

AM) ULTIMATELY HARM. . . "

w h a t e v e r  T H E IR  B A S IC  WORTH, T>E PAPERS W ILL BE JUDGED BY EACH 

READER ACCORDING TO H IS  PERSONAL B IA S .  THE RESEARCH-MINDED IN D I-  

VIOUWL W ILL ENJOY PAPERS BY ELEANOR MACCOBY AM) JOHN MONEY; TFE 

ARDENT F E M IN IST  W ILL  PREFER THOSE BY MARYA MANNES, BARBARA BATES 

GUWDERSON, AND ADRIENNE KOCH. WITH T IC  EXCEPTION OF TWO SOMEWHAT 

IRRELEVANT PRESENTATIONS, AND TWO OBSCURELY WRITTEN ONES, T IC  BOOK 

W ILL PROVE HIGHLY READABLE AND REWARDING TO ANYONE -  AND THAT 

SHOULD BE EVCRYONE -  WHO I S  INTERESTED IN  THE TOPIC OF WOMEN.

-  REVIEWED BY DR. 0. R.

(DR. D. R. I S  A COLLEGE PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY, A MEMBER OF FHI 

BETA KAPPA, A WORLD TRAVELLER, AND AN AUTHOR UNDER HER OWN NAM E.)
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report round-up: part one

As opening g u es t sp eak e r. Dr. W arden B Pomeroy c h o s ^ fo r  
h is  s u b je c t ,  "Hom osexuality, the P re sen t and 
Dr Pomeroy, form er a s s o c ia te  o f  D r. K insey a t  the "
tu ie  fo r  s lk  R esearch , gave as always f u l l  measure to  the
theme o f h is  ad d re ss .

R eaching f i r s t  In to  the f a r  p a s t .  Dr. Pomeroy c i te d  Judaic 
law f r L  which our sexual codes a re  ^
ta n t  reaso n  fo r  the  d if fe re n c e  In  so c ie ty  s 
wards male hom osexuality  and female hom osexuality . Sin 
re H  Pious law forbade the "waste o f semen, sexuaj. ac 
I t y  between men would be consid ered  
f a c to r  does not app ly  to  female homosexual behav io r.

tude in  our c u ltu re  towards female homosexual .
i_ A-rt ,r4 4"Vi i"hp so"Csll©^ **honios6XUftl one ex p la n a tio n  has to  o f  male homo-

p ro to ty p e ."  Dr. i  o f k m a le  homosexualssex u a ls  a re  obvious f '= / h a t  only ^ o f ^ f e m a i^
a re  so e a s i ly  reco g n ized . Th m asculine fem ale,
je c t lo n a b le  to  our s o c ie ty  o b ta in s  only
¿ r .  Pomeroy p o in te d  o u t .  Lem  to  have a



P e a r , to o . I s  a f a c to r .  As I s  o f te n  the case w ith  a h i t  
o f  knowledge, the  p u b lic  a s s o c ia te s  I t s  l im ite d  
t lo n  about male hom osexuality  w ith  such crim es as rape and 
c h i ld  m o le s ta tio n . P a ra d o x ic a lly , even l e s s  about
fem ale homosexual p r a c t i c e s ,  the p u b lic  does n o t r e l a t e  
the  woman homosexual to  th ese  c rim es. Thus the  male homo­
sex u a l I s  o f te n  consid ered  a danger, th e  fem ale , r a r e ly .

O ther reasons o ffe re d  by Dr. Pomeroy fo r  the  d isc rep an cy  
in  s o c ie ty 's  views about male and fem ale hom osexuality  i n ­
c lu d e ; female hom osexuality  seems l e s s  o f  a th r e a t  to  the  
I n s t i t u t i o n  o f m a rria g e , s in c e  i t  i s  e a s ie r  fo r  women than  
men homosexuals to  m a in ta in  a m arriage; th e  in c id en ce  and 
frequency o f  female hom osexuality  a re  about h a l f  th o se  fo r  
the male so i t  does n o t come to  a t t e n t io n  as much; h e t -  
e ro sex u a i men o f te n  a re  aroused  by th ough ts o r p ic tu r e s  of 
le s b ia n  sex  a c ts ;  th e  p u b lic  has a measure o f sympathy fo r  
the  unm arried woman.

S upporting  h is  th e o r ie s  about p u b lic  le n ie n c y  towards the 
fe M le  hom osexual. D r. Pomeroy s ta te d  th a t  he has su ffe re d  
alm ost no h o s t i l i t y  from h is  f r ie n d s  and a s s o c ia te s  who 
a re  aware o f  h i s  p a r t i c ip a t io n  In  D aughters o f  B l l l t l *  
e v e n ts . "But th e n ,"  he added, "I t r a v e l  around In  r a th e r  
r e s t r i c t e d  c i r c l e s .  For In s ta n c e , I  haven t  been ab le  to  
(h ln k  o f  a s in g le  one o f  my f r ie n d s  who s pro -G oldw ater.

Next D r, Pomeroy ad d re ssed  h im se lf  to  the  v iew , e s p e c ia l ­
ly  as I t  was pronounced re c e n t ly  by the  New York Academy 
o f M edicine, th a t  hom osexuality  I s  a n e u ro s is  in  and of 
i t s e l f .  He p o in te d  ou t th a t  th e r a p is t s  see on ly  a s e le c ­
t io n  o f  homosexuals seek in g  tre a tm e n t, y e t  th ey  g e n e ra liz e  
from t h i s  l im ite d  sam ple. Dr. Pom eroy's c ro s s - s e c t io n  
s tu d ie s  w ith  K insey re v e a le d  many homosexual p e rso n s whô  ̂
"from any o th e r  c r i t e r i a  would have to  be c a l le d  norm al.
He concluded th a t  some p ro fe s s io n a l  o p in io n  may be u sing  
the word n e u ro tic  In  such a m ean ing less fa sh io n  I t  i s  
b e t t e r  no t to  use I t  a t  a l l . "

Dr. Pomeroy th en  went on to  d is c u s s ,  b r i e f ly  and w ith  hu­
mor, s o c i e ty 's  f e a r  th a t  because a p a rso n  b reak s one taboo 
he i s  l i k e l y  to  break  o th e r s .

F in a l ly ,  D r. Pomeroy o f fe re d  h i s  p e rso n a l views about the 
D aughters o f  B l l i t l s  o rg a n iz a tio n . He approves 
e x is te n c e  and m o tiv a tio n s , say in g  th a t  he ® .
r ig h ts "  elem ent In  th e  work o f  DOB. He would p r e f e r  th a t  
DOB expanded I t s  membership to  In c lu d e  bo th  ^  
w h a tew r sex u a l o r i e n ta t io n ,  b u t he I s  aware th a t  many DOB 
members would no t ag ree  w ith  him abou t t h i s .

The re sp o n siv e  aud ience su b m itted  ®
time allow ed D r. Pomeroy to  answ er. But In  re p ly  to  e 
S e s t S i  abou t overcoming th e  f e a r s  P ^ o f e s s l ^ l  people 
have about a s s o c ia t in g  w ith  th e  homophile o rg a n iz a tio n s .

D r. Pomeroy ag a in  urged development o f s tro n g  groups open 
to  a l l  people  In te r e s te d  in  problem s o f the  hom ophile. He 

W t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by a f f ,  
whose own sexual o r ie n ta t io n  i s  no t in  q u e s tio n  
I t  p o s s ib le  f o r  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a ls  to  become Involved and 
would a ls o  encourage many more hom ophlles to  Jo in .

-  Jody Shotw ell

Dr . Mildred a e is s , assistan t  professor of psychology at îestern 
Reserve u n iv e r s it y , discussed  'Ms  Change necessary? or how to 

Enjoy living!" in a short and l iv ely  talk.

YES, CHANGE _IS n e c e s s a r y ; EVEN IF  ONE T R IED , ONE COULD NOT REMAIN 

THE SAME FOR ANY LENGTH OF Tl .E. W E  D IRECTION IN «HlOH CHANGE 

TAKES PLACE I S  THE REAL PROBLEM. OR. I/E IS S  DESCRIBED TVC CONTEM­

PORARY AMERICAN CILEHaiA: OUR PREOCCUPATION WITH "IM A G E S ",  TO THE 

EXTENT THAT THE IND IV IDUAL HAS BECOME ENTANGLED IN CATEGORIES A l«  

LABELS AND HAS LOST ALL PERSONAL WORTH. TO REGAIN OUR SENSE OF 

WORTH IS  THEREFORE, THE CHALLENGE.

DR. VJEISS, VIHO WORKED WITH ALCOHOLICS FOR EIGHT YEARS, DISCOVERED 

AMONG HER PATIENTS THE PROBLEM AFFLICTING  MOST OF US; THE FEELING  

OF EMPTINESS AND MEANINGLESSNESS. HER PATIENTS -  DESCRIBED AS 

ABOVE AVERAGE IN  INTELLIGENCE AND PERSONAL APPEAL, " IN  MANY WAYS 

THE GREATEST POTENTIAL PRODUCERS OF OUR SOCIETY" -  WERE BORED WITH 

L IF E  ATO D ID  NOT KNOW VHAT TO DO WITH THEMSELVES. IMNY OF US TRY 

TO OVERCOME Er.lPTINESS BY ADOPTING A LABEL -  FOR INSTANCE, "E N G I­

N EER," LAWYER" -  AND MAKING AN ENTIRE L IF E  OUT OF IT ,  THEREFORE, 

Vie NEED TO GROW BY CHANGE, NEED TO DISCOVER THE EBB AND FLOW OF 

L IF E ,  OF COMING OUT OF OURSELVES AND GOING INTO OURSELVES AGAIN.

Th is  process does not alvays imply psychotherapy, DR. We is s  noted. 

Experiences in  art, r el ig io n , love can be creative and help us

FIND WITHIN OURSELVES "T>C  REAL SOURCES OF OUR OWN D E S IR E S " ,  HELP 

US F IND  WHAT WE REALLY ARE. IF WE CAliWOT FORM SA T ISFY IN G  RELA­

T IO N SH IP S WITH OTHERS, OR THEY WITH US, IT  IS  BECAUSE OF OUR R I ­

G ID IT Y ,  OUR " IN A B IL IT Y  TO ENHANCE D IFFEREN CES". lilHEN APPROACHING 

NEW EXPERIENCES OR NEW PEOPLE, WE T E I«  TO SEARCH FOR WHAT IS  THE 

SA IiC. OR. WEISS STRESSED THE NECESSITY  "TO F IND  THINGS THAT ARE 

NOT L IK E  YOURSELF." SHE D ID  NOT THEREBY ADVOCATE SWIMMING AGAINST



TVE STREAM FOR NO REASON AT ALL. OUT AND OUT REBELLION IS  A FAR 

CRY FROM ENHANCtNG DIFFERENCES -  «H ICH DEVELOPS OUR F L E X IB IL IT Y  

AND EXPANDS OUR SCOPE.

Su m m in g  u p , Or . w e is s  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  m o s t  d e b i l i t a t i n g  t h in g  a l l  

OF US h a v e  to  f a c e  i s  f e a r . "  m  MUST NOT b e  a f r a id  to  know  o u r ­

s e l v e s  AND t o  a d m it  t h a t , FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAPPEN TO ENJOY HOMO­

SEXUAL RELATIONS. ONCE WE HAVE ANSWERED THE QUESTION "AM I WORTH­

W HILE?" PO SIT IV ELY  -  AND ONLY THEN -  WE CAN DO WHAT WE REALLY WANT 

TO DO. Th i s  SENSE o f  w orth  I S  THE HARDEST THING TO F IN D . BUT 

ONECE WE PO SSESS IT ,  OTHER PEOPLE CAN DO NOTHING TO HURT US. T H IS ,  

THEN, IS  DR. W E ISS ’ S FORMULA FOR ENJOYING L IF E .

-  L i l y  Ha n s e n

D r. E rn e s t van den Haag i s  P ro fe s so r  o f  S o c ia l Philosophy 
a t  New York U n iv e rs ity  and he le c tu r e s  a t  th e  New School 
fo r  S o c ia l R esearch . He Is  a ls o  a p r a c t ic in g  psychoana­
l y s t .  Dr. van den Haag spoke on "The S o c ia l S i tu a t io n  o f 
the H om osexual." F i r s t  he d e lin e a te d  th re e  p a t  o b je c tio n s  
to  hom osexuality  and th en  coun tered  each o f  th e  th r e e .

l )  H om osexuality  I s  a g a in s t  G od's exp ressed  w ishes; "I'm  
n o t to o  w ell Inform ed about th e s e ,"  Dr. van den Haag con­
fe s se d . However, he went on to  say  th a t  a l l  churches have 
p r o s c r ip t io n s  and p r e s c r ip t io n s  about human b eh av io r and 
none o f  the  m ajor churches reco g n izes  homosexual b eh av io r 
as a c c e p ta b le . R e lig io u s  p r o s c r ip t io n ,  he p o in te d  o u t ,  I s  
no J u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  le g a l  p ro s c r ip t io n  o f  homosexual b e ­
h av io r; "S in I s  n o t a u to m a tic a lly  c rim e ."  A comparable 
s i t u a t i o n  would show no J u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  ou tlaw ing  the 
e a t in g  o f  pork  on th e  grounds th a t  Jew ish theo logy  fo rb id s  
I t s  consum ption. No e s ta b l is h e d  r e l ig io n  adv o ca tes  e n a c t­
ment o f  I t s  h o ly  w r i t  In to  the  common law o f th e  la n d .
The q u e s tio n  o f  "w hether the  laws a g a in s t hom osexuality  
a re  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  o r  no t I s  a very  good o n e ."

2) H om osexuality I s  a g a in s t  n a tu re ; N atu ra l law I s  
viewed by churches as p r e s c r ip t i v e ,  ex p la in ed  D r. van den 
Haag. U n fo r tu n a te ly , rea so n  d o e s n 't  enable  us to  d is c e rn  
what n a tu ra l  law I s .  Our c u l tu r e ,  r a th e r ,  de te rm ines our 
view o f n a tu ra l  law . A c tu a lly , "natu re  makes e v e ry th in g  
th a t  you can do, e q u a lly  n a tu r a l . "  I n  term s o f  s c ie n c e , 
th e re  I s  no u n n a tu ra l a c t ,  s in c e  a l l  p o s s ib le  forms o f  b e ­
h a v io r a re  p a r t s  o f  n a tu re  and a re  th e re fo re  n a tu r a l .  So­
c ie ty  may r e s t r i c t  what a perso n  may do, "but no t because 
I t  I s  u n n a tu ra l ."

3) Hom osexuality I s  an " I l ln e s s "  and homosexuals are  
"s ick " ; "Today people a re  r e lu c ta n t  to  make moral s t a t e ­
m en ts ."  We have no e v i l  p e rso n s , only  s ic k  p e rso n s . Many 
"use the  a u th o r i ty  o f  sc ien ce  to  make a w holly u n s c ie n t i ­
f i c  s ta tem en t r e f l e c t i n g . . . o u r  own m oral norms d isg u ise d  
as s c i e n t i f i c  s ta tem en t o f  f a c t . "  Dr. van den Haag went 
on to  av e r th a t  hom osexuality  I s  no t a s ic k n e s s . Yet ne 
added th a t  in  a s o c ie ty  such as  o u rs , the p e r c e n ta p  o f 
persons p sy c h o lo g ic a lly  s ic k  among homosexuals (male and 
fem ale) i s  p robab ly  g re a te r  th an  among h e te ro se x u a ls . He 
advanced two reasons fo r  h is  assum ption; a) hom o se^a ls  
a re  more l i k e ly  to  be s ick  because p re ssu re  and h o s t i l i t y  
fi^m s o c ie ty  m Le them so , and b) d is tu rb e d  P f s o n s  who 
a re  b a s ic a l ly  In c lin e d  to  seek punishm ent be a t t r a c
te d  to  hom osexuality  because o f s o c ie ty  s h o s t i l i t y .

Dr. van den Haag then  o u tlin e d  the  e t l o l o p  o f  sn tljh o m o - 
sex u a l p re ju d ic e  and d iscu ssed  why th e re  I s  I p s  p re ju d ic e  
a g a in s t female homosexuals th an  a g a in s t male homosexuals.
He called castration anxiety In men one of the chief fa 
tors behind prejudice against male homosexuals. In  our 
society, there Is an almost "phobic avoidance any 
o f  physical contact among males In contrast to other 
tures, but this Is not the case with females. This de­
fensiveness In men Is directly related
of f e a r  and a n x ie ty . Dr. van den Haag co n tin u ed . Peirale 
hom osexuality , b e ing  l e s s  th re a te n in g , doesn t  m obilize  
male c a s t r a t io n  a n x ie ty , and I t  I s  th e re fo re  to le r a te d  
b u t w ith  an alm ost p a tro n iz in g  contem pt.

"Basic homosexual a t t i t u d e s ,  acco rd ing  to  P^eud, a re  the 
ones l e a s t  a c c e s s ib le  to  analytic therapy, ’ e ^ l a ln e d  Dr. 
van den Haag. He c i te d  f u r th e r  the p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  con 
s t l t u t l o n a l  fa c to r s  (c o n tra ry  to  « h a t has been 
being  p re s e n t In  homosexual p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  He s p e c u ^ te a  
t h a t ^ t L r e  a re  p robab ly  g re a te r  chances
s ic k n e ss  among male homosexuals ^han among f e i^ le  owing 
to  the f a c t  male homosexuals leave  t h e i r  f i r s t  obje 
choice a l to g e th e r  w hile the female ® ^ e
re g re s s e s  to 'h e r  f i r s t  o b je c t-c h o ic e  -  In  bo th  cases tne 
m other. A ctually, "the f i r s t  o r p rim ary  d e s ire  o f  a l l  
women I s  hom osexual."

There a re  Dr. van den Haag In d ic a te d , "an I n f in i t y  o f 
S n s ^ f o r  ;b J e c t-c h o lc e  I n  sex . Hence th e o r ie s  th a t_  
a s c r ib e  hom osexuality  to  a s in g le  cause
fled. Furthermore, the term latent homosexuality Is used 
Sons;nslcally because In reality all heterosexuals are 
latent homosexuals and vice versa.

On the  q u e s tio n  o f  tre a tm e n t. D r. van den Haag
th a t  th e re  I s  no p o in t In  t r e a t in g  those homosexuals who
a re  happy and do no t wish to  be t r e a te d .
In to  tS f c a t e g o r i e s .  Some a re  « « « f ® ^ o t h f r s  Ire cp o t t h e i r  homosexual I n t e r e s t s  and p r a c t ic e s ,  o tn e rs  a 
egodyston lc ; t h e i r  egos r e j e c t  t h e i r  homosexual in te r e s t s



and p r a c t ic e s .  They contend w ith  g u i l t ,  c o n f l i c t ,  a n x l” 
e ty ,  e t c .  Such an egodyston lc  person  I s  no t w e ll-a d ju s te d  

-  no t because he I s  homosexual b u t because he does no t 
ac c e p t h is  hom osexuality . In  d e a lin g  w ith  such p a t i e n t s .  
Dr, van den Haag o f f e r s  two s o lu t io n s .  F i r s t ,  the  homo­
sexual may be made eg osyn ton lc  I f  he w ishes to  ac c e p t and 
en joy  a hom oerotlc ch o ice . Second, the homosexual choice 
may be supei*seded by a h e te ro se x u a l one I f  th e  p a t i e n t  
g enu inely  d e s ire s  so .

Dr. van den Haag concluded h is  ta lk  by say ing  the s p i r i t  
o f  the C o n s ti tu t io n  o f  the U nited S ta te s  ln5> lles th a t  one 
may pursue h ap p in ess  as one sees f i t ,  p ro v id ed  one doesn t  
I n te r f e r e  w ith  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  happ iness o f  o th e r s .  Hence, 
he sees no rea so n  to  p r o h ib i t  homosexual a c t i v i t y  "u n less  
I t  I n te r f e r e s  w ith  th o se  who have no t f r e e ly  chosen i t , "
To p r o h ib i t  homosexual a c t i v i t y  by l e g i s l a t i o n  Imposes "a 
system  o f  v a lu es  on a m in o rity  w h ic h ...d o e s  n o t w ish to  
fo llow  I t , "  He d e c la re d  th e re  I s  no ev idence hom osexual­
i t y  I s  I n f e c t io u s ,  no rea so n  to  p r o te c t  o th e rs  from I t .  
M oreover, th e re  I s  no c l i n i c a l  ev idence th a t  hom osexuality  
I s  a d is e a se  o r  th a t  th e re  a re  v i s ib le  d is tu rb a n c e s  "more 
re g u la r ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the homosexual than  w ith  the 
h e te ro se x u a l p e r s o n ,"

In  h is  f i n a l  rem ark . Dr. van den Haag a s s e r te d  once ag a in  
th a t  hom osexuality  does no t make a perso n  s ic k  -  b u t the 
p re s su re  o f  s o c ie ty  makes some homosexuals s ic k ,  and the 
p re s su re  o f s o c ie ty  causes s ic k  p ersons to  be a t t r a c t e d  to  
h o m osexua lity ,

-  Lewis J .  Coopersm lth and Clailc P . Polak

"T ight b u t to c k s ,  everyone? Now l e t ' s  go'. Yankee Doodle 
went to  town, r id in g  on a p o n y . , . . "

And a d o c ile  a u d ie n c e , eyes f ix e d  on a p e r t  m iss In  a 
fu r ry  h a t ,  fo llow ed  h e r  on a Jounce In  t h e i r  s e a ts  In  one 
o f  th e  w ild e s t  s e s s io n s  o f  th e  co n v en tion .

The to p ic  "under d is c u s s io n "  was "The Essence o f  Fem ini­
n i t y . "  The f i r s t  p a n e l i s t ,  Adele Kenyon, a u th o r  o f  two 
e x e rc is e  books, was showing DOB'ers and t h e i r  f r ie n d s  how 
to  ach ieve  th a t  n ic e ,  narrow look In  the beam.

At th e  end o f th e  e x e rc is e  s e s s io n .  Miss Kenyon ex p la in ed  
th a t  " the  e x t e r io r  look o f  fe m in in ity  I s  b u i l t  on a narrow 
b ase"  and the  look  o f  m a s c u lin ity  was b ro ad -b ased . This 
b io lo g ic a l ly  re v o lu tio n a ry  s ta te m e n t went unch a llen g ed .

The second p a n e l i s t ,  F lorence D eS an tis , fa sh io n  and beauty  
e d i to r  fo r  B e ll  S y n d ica te , gave a l i v e ly  survey  o f the 
h i s to r y  o f  fa sh io n , showing th a t  the "fem inine In  c lo th e s  
could  be d efin ed  e s s e n t i a l ly  as " th a t  which I s  no t l ik e  
what men wear In  th a t  p a r t i c u la r  s o c ie ty ."

She p o in te d  ou t th a t  p a n ts ,  fo r  exam ple, have been worn by 
women In  many s o c ie t ie s  (T u rk ish  harems) and s k i r t s  by men 
(G reek , Roman. S c o t t i s h ) .  In  our s o c ie ty ,  she s a id  men 
wear the  p an ts  and women should  n o t. This sta tem en t a ls o  
went unch a llen g ed , a lthough  a f t e r  the  se s s io n  one woman In  
the  audience was heard  to  grumble to  h e r  f r i e n d s , "Every 
housew ife In  my neighborhood wears p an ts  m orning, noon and 
n ig h t ,  and I  have to  wear a s k i r t  to  prove a p o in t .

Mrs. D eSantis sa id  th a t  she p e rso n a lly  l ik e s  to  wear w ild 
h a ts  and l o t s  o f  c o lo r  to  d is t in g u is h  h e r s e l f  from the op­
p o s i te  sex . She was w earing a h igh  w hite tu rb an  an 
orange f l o r a l  d re ss  and would undoubtedly be id e n t i f ie d  
as a woman by most observers in  our s o c ie ty .

The th i r d  p a n e l i s t ,  p sy c h o lo g is t and m arriage counselo r 
Mrs, Lee S te in e r ,  confessed  h e r s e l f  more In te r e s te d  In  the 
In n e r woman than  the  o u te r  one. She sa id  she was con­
cerned  about the  la rg e  percen tag e  o f  I n t e l l i g e n t  women In  
our s o c ie ty  who a re  being  s t u l t i f i e d  because o f p re v a il in g  
c l ic h e  a t t i tu d e s  about m asculine and fem inine c h a r a c te r is ­
t i c s .  Although she d id  no t r e f e r  to  B e tty  P rledan  s book 
THE feminine MYSTIQUE, she iç h e ld  Mrs. P rled an  s con ten ­
t io n  th a t  p re se n t-d a y  American F reud ian  psychology I s  r e s ­
p o n s ib le  fo r  c ru sh in g  the  woman who seeks h o rizo n s o u ts id e  
the home w ith  the a c c u sa tio n  th a t  she I s  r e je c t in g  h er 
fe m in in ity  and c a s t r a t in g  m ales.

Mrs. S te in e r  ra is e d  the q u e s tio n  w hether o r  no t some women 
may be a b le  to  f in d  In  hom osexuality  " th e i r  r e a l  s e lv e s , 
w ithou t the need fo r  p re te n se  o f be ing  I n f e r io r ,  o r  t r ^ n g  
to conceal ambitions th a t  go beyond home and ch ild ren ?  
However, she d id  no t delve In to  th i s  m a tte r and was asked 
no q u e s tio n s  about I t ,

A lthough Mrs. S te in e r  c o o lly  r e i t e r a t e d  h e r d i s in t e r e s t  in  
"the o u te r  woman" during  most o f  the  d isc u ss io n  p e rio d  
th a t  fo llow ed , she suddenly tu rn ed  t a l l  and b u r s t  ou t h o t ­
ly  In  fav o r o f  r u f f l e s  and bows.

"Why should  we u g l i fy  o u rse lv es  to  look l ik e  men?" she 
asked In d ig n a n tly . "I th in k  a homosexual woman must bend 
over backwards to  look as female as p o s s ib le ,  she added.

These p ro v o ca tiv e  s ta tem en ts  a ls o  rem ained unquestioned 
and unchallenged .

This r a th e r  s u r r e a l i s t i c  s e s s io n  gave a l i f t  to  th in g s  t o ­
ward th e  c lo se  o f the  long a f te rn o o n . Though the essence



o f  fe m in in ity "  rem ained u n e s ta b lls h e d , ^
tr iu m p h a n tly  h a t te d  p a n e l i s t s  sashay ing  o f f  the 
would have had to  ag ree  " th e r e 's  no th ing  l ik e  a •

-  NOLA

(A utho r J e s s  S te a m , l i s t e d  as m oderator fo r  th i s  p a n e l, 
was d e ta in e d  ou t o f town and could n o t be p r e s e n t . )

Th e  a f t e r  lu n c h e o n  s p e a k e r  v w s  Re v . Ro b e r t  iv. VKxx>, p a s t o r  o f  t>e  

F i r s t  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  Ch u r c h  o f  Sp r in g  Va l l e y , n e w  Yo r k , a n d  a u t h o r  

OF "C H R IS T  a n d  t h e  HOMOSEXUAL." REV. lilOOO'S SUBcECT WAS "LY D IA  

AND DEBORAH." IN REFRESHINGLY MOOEFN TERMS, HE DESCRIBED TFE 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THESE B IB L IC A L  WOMEN,

BEBORAH, T>€ OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETESS, RESPONDED TO HER GCO-GIVEN  

TASK BY LEADING HER PEOPLE INTO A SEEMINGLY HOPELESS BATTLE FOR 

THEIR FREEDOM. DEBORAH WAS HERSELF IN TFE FOREFRONT OF THE V IC ­

TORIOUS STRUGGLE. (JUDGES 4 AND 5)

Ly d i a , c o n v e r s e l y , v w s  a  g e n t e e l  l a d y  o f  so m e  im p o r t a n c e  i n  Ph i ­

l i p p i . Ly d i a  t h r e w  h e r  in f l u e n c e  in t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y

AND HELPED FREE PAUL AND S IL A S  FROM PR ISC N . (ACTS |6)

WITH THESE EXAivIPLES OF VERY D IS S IM IL A R  WOMEN, REV. WOOD ILLUSTRA­

TED H IS  MESSAGE THAT "REGARDLESS OF O N E 'S DEGREE OF F EM IN IN IT Y  OR 

I4ASCULIN ITY, GOO DOES WORK THROUGH PEOPLE WHO ARE READY TO L ISTEN  

TO H im  AM) W ILL IN G  TO RESPOND."

-  LU CLARKE

B r. S , lv U  F W . / o c l o l o e l s t  and
a p p ra is in g  the  K insey su rro u n d in g  female
R esearch  Taboos, P a s t and p r .  Pava had
hom osexuality . I n  . .j ., m a te r ia l .  " I n te r e s t in g -

■! f 0» d  v i r t u a l l y  n o th in g . T .

lip

I

a l l  I n te n ts  and p u rp o ses , s o c io lo g ic a l l i t e r a t u r e  on l e s ­
b ian ism  does no t e x i s t . "

The most re c e n t a d d it io n  to  what i"eager m a te r ia l  D r. Pava 
had found In  the a rea  was an a r t i c l e ,  i f  
p u b lish e d  in  the January  196II Issu e  o f  TRANSACTION, a new 
s o c io lo g ic a l  Jo u rn a l. The p iece  focuses on le sb ian ism  In  
the  p r is o n  environm ent,and c o n s t i tu te s  only  one s e c t lo  
o f  a y e t  u n fin ish e d  study  on female p r lso n  p o p u la tio n s , 
be ing  com piled by the  School o f  P ub lic  H ealth  o f  
v e r s l ty  o f  C a lifo rn ia  a t  Los A ngeles.

On hom osexuality  g e n e ra lly , only  two m anuscrip ts could be 
found which approached the a rea  so c io lo g ic a lly ;  AToerc 
R e is s 's  "The S o c ia l I n te g ra t io n  o f Queers and Peers 
L eznoff and W estley 's  "The Homosexual Community, bo th  01 
which a re  concerned w ith  male hom osexuality .

D r. Pava named se v e ra l f a c to r s  which had caused , and would 
co n tin u e  to  cause , female hom osexuality  to  be n eg lec ted  y 
s o c io lo g is t s .  Dr. Pava no ted  th a t  th e re  I s  a taboo on 
sex u a l re se a rc h  In  g e n e ra l. This taboo I s  w idespread and 
reach es even In to  the  g raduate  schoo ls where g r a d a te  s tu ­
den ts  a re  d iscouraged  by f a c u l ty  ad v iso rs  from doing r e ­
se a rc h  on hom osexuality  because such re se a rc h  would be the 
"k is s  o f  dea th" on t h e i r  c a r e e rs .

Many s o c io lo g is ts  accep t the  th e o r e c t lc a l  approaches which 
s t r e s s  n sv ch o lo g lca l and m edical ex p lan a tio n s  fo r  homo 
s S K  t e h i r io S f  Dr. Pava f a r th e r  e w h a e la e d . rhe average 
s L l o l o g l s t  f e e ls  th a t  hom osexuality  i s  an In d iv id u a l
problem ^w lth in d iv id u a l c a u sa tio n  " ° to “ t h r
a b le  to  s o c io lo g ic a l  I n v e s t ig a t io n . She re f e r r e d  to  
"n o tio n  Of a s ic k  In d iv id u a l as opposed to  a s ick  so c ie ty  
o r p re s su re s  In  s o c ie ty  which le a d  to  s ick n ess  ^Jj® 
p a r t  o f the  p e rso n . In s o fa r  as s o c io lo g is ts  a re  ®®'̂ 8h t up 
in  th i s  k in d  o f  th e o re c t ic a l  b in d , they  w il l  be r e la t i v e ly  
u n in te r e s te d  In  doing re se a rc h  on female hom osexuality .

The main re se a rc h  o b s ta c le s  In  the  homophlle a rea  how­
ev e r a re  p ersonne l c o n s id e ra t io n s . Dr. Pava sa id  th e re  
I s  a ’g re a t  debate among s o c io lo g is ts  as to  w hether mal 
fem ale re s e a rc h e rs  should study  the  sexual a re a ,

SuDDortlng the co n ten tio n  th a t  the  adequate ly  tra in e d  f e ­
male could  fu n c tio n  as w ell as any o th e r . Dr. P a v a  quoted 
W arden Pomeroy to  the e f f e c t  th a t  a female I n t e ^ e w e r  a t  
th e  I n s t i t u t e  fo r  Sex R esearch had proven h e r s e l f  a® 
p e te n t  a t  e l i c i t i n g  sexual In fo rm atio n  from 
as  h e r male c o u n te rp a r ts . -Continuing to  develop th i s  
H e a  D ^  Pava r e f e r r e d  to  Dr. Evelyn H ooker's account In  
taboo to pics  o f  how a male co lleag u e  re a c te d  he d 
c ^ e H r :  Hooker p lanned to  do some r e s e ^ c h  
male homosexuals; "You can -  because you re  a woman.



N e v e r th e le s s , D r, Fava assu red  h e r l i s t e n e r s ,  a female r e ­
s e a rc h e r  in v e s t ig a t in g  female hom osexuality  would face 
c a r e e r  h a z a rd s . S u b s ta n t ia t in g  h e r  s ta te m e n t, D r, Fava 
r e f e r r e d  to  a p assage  in  THE GRAPEVINE in  which S te a m  
q u o te s  a woman p ro fe s s o r  as to  why she d id  no t extend h e r  
se x u a l r e s e a rc h  to  le sb ia n ism . "I w o u ld n 't dare embark on 
such  a s tu d y ,"  she s a id .  "What would people th in k .

Even i f  th e  female s o c io lo g is t  d id  no t face c a re e r  h az ­
a r d s ,  a num erical sh o rtag e  m ight w ell develop . Dr, Faya 
th e o r iz e d ,  s in c e  le s s  than  te n  p e rc e n t o f a l l  p ra c t ic in g  
s o c io lo g is ts  a re  fem ale.

D r, Fava o ffe re d  l i t t l e  hope th a t  male r e s e a rc h e rs  would 
become I n te r e s te d  in  the  a re a .  R esearch concern ing  women 
i s  no t p o p u la r , she r e i t e r a t e d .  "Almost a l l  re se a rc h  on 
(women) has been done by women. . . We a re  s t i l l  the s e c ­
ond s e x ."  Male s o c io lo g is ts  u su a lly  p r e f e r  those a re a s  of 
s tu d y  which co n fe r  s t a tu s  -  c l a s s ,  s o c ia l  m o b il i ty , e t c .

A lthough D r. Fava had found l i t t l e  o f  value th a t  had been 
done, and gave l i t t l e  hope fo r  Improvement in  the  s i t u a ­
t io n ,  she d id  su g g es t s e v e ra l s p e c i f ic  th in g s  which the 
re se a rc h  s o c io lo g is t  could  do on female hom osexuality;

(1) Study th e  t o t a l  placem ent o f the  fem ale homosexual 
in  s o c ie ty .

(2 ) I n v e s t ig a te  fem ale hom osexuality  in  term s o f  such 
s o c ia l  f a c to r s  as c l a s s ,  le a rn in g  p ro c e d u re s , i n ­
volvem ent w ith  o th e r  fem ale hom osexuals, and homo­
sex u a l groups in  g e n e ra l.

(3) Follow up some very  re v e a lin g  f in d in g s  no ted  in  
the  K insey r e p o r t ,  such as  the r e la t io n s h ip  be­
tween e d u c a tio n  and fem ale hom osexuality  and the 
cause and e f f e c t  n a tu re  o f  th i s  r e la t io n s h ip .

In  c o n c lu s io n . Dr. Fava read  a commentary by David Rlesman 
on the contem porary female which she f e l t  o f fe re d  in s ig h t  
in to  a v a lue  s t r u c tu r e  worthy o f s o c io lo g ic a l  s tu d y . 
Riesman’ s comments were to  the e f f e c t  th a t ;  today s s p in ­
s t e r  i n t e r n a l i z e s  the  f e e l in g  th a t  som ething i s  wrong w ith  
h e r ;  i t  i s  a demographic f a c t  th a t  a phenomenal of 
women today  a re  m arried  b efo re  the  age o f 4-0; m ill io n s  
face  f e e l in g s  o f  f a i l u r e  because t h e i r  l iv e s  do n o t meas­
u re  up to  th e  romances p o rtra y e d  in  mass m edia. R le sm n  
f u r th e r  ex p ressed  concern  abou t the "em otional gold  s ta n ­
dard" p ush ing  women toward men and m arriag e . He foiind e s ­
p e c ia l ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  a stu d y  o f  c o lle g e  g i r l s  which showed 
th ey  allow ed academ ic p u r s u i ts  and the  sea rch  f o r  male 
com panionship to  dom inate t h e i r  l iv e s  to  the n e a r t o t a l  
n e g le c t  o f  d ev e lop ing  f r ie n d s h ip s  w ith in  t h e i r  own sex ,

-  Randolfe Wicker

MARIE CORELLI
During the  l a s t  years o f the V ic to r ia n  e ra  and the f i r s t  
y ea rs  o f  th is  c en tu ry , the lu sh  rom antic n o v e l i s t ,  Marie 
C o r e l l i ,  e n th ra l le d  an enormous p u b lic . Dashing heroes 
and damsels in  d i s t r e s s  were the s to c k - in - tr a d e  o f  th i s  
b e s t - s e l l i n g  au th o r fo r  many, many y e a rs .

Amusingly, h e r  p u b lic  m ight have been h o r r i f ie d  had they  
read  o f h e r p r iv a te  l i f e  -  had anyone dared to  p r i n t  i t .

E a r ly  in  h e r l i f e ,  M arie 's  fam ily  took in  an im poverished 
c h i ld  from a good fam ily , a y ear o ld e r  than  M arie, c a lle d  
B e rth a  Vyver. B ertha  l iv e d  w ith  Marie a l l  h e r l i f e  ( u n t i l  
M arie d ied) and l a t e r  wrote th e  s to ry  o f th i s  unusual a f ­
f a i r  in  MEMOIRS OF MARIE CORELLI (A lsto n  R iv e rs , 1930).

Marie c a l le d  B ertha a l t e r n a te ly  "Mamaslta" and "D arling 
B e r ,"  w hile Marie was c a lle d  " L i t t l e  G i r l . "  Many b io g ­
ra p h ie s  o f  M arie 's  l i f e  have been p u b lish ed  ( f a r  more than 
h e r  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t  w a rra n te d ) , and most o f them a llu d e  to  
th e  "odd re la t io n s h ip "  between the  women. The one b io g ­
ra p h e r  who d o e s n 't  b e lie v e  they  were Lesbians -  and says 
so  -  i s  the  one who produces the most c o n \ln c ln g  p ro o f 
t h a t  th ey  were lo v e r s ,  E ile e n  B lg lund , in  MARIE CORELLI.* 
THE WOMAN AND THE LEGEND (London, J a r r o ld s ,  1953), says;

"T heirs was a ro m an tic , em otional f r ie n d sh ip  which c e r ­
t a i n l y  le d  to  an exchange o f  ex trav ag an t l e t t e r s  when they 
were a p a r t  and a g re a t  deal o f h a i r - s t ro k in g  and hand- 
p re s s in g  when th ey  were to g e th e r ,  b u t I  cannot b e lie v e  the 
g o ss ip  o f  l a t e r  days which h in te d  a t  a L esb ian  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip  between them, . . While th ey  engaged in  v e rb a l en ­
dearm ents which a t  tim es verged on the  lu d ic ro u s  I  am not 
on ly  su re  th e re  was no Sapphism between them, I  b e liev e  
t h e i r  f r ie n d s h ip  had i t s  ro o ts  in  a very  r e a l  mutual a f ­
f e c t io n ,  "

One need n o t emphasize Miss B lg lu n d 's  l a s t  sen tence to  
show how s i l l y  i t  i s .  To p araph rase  -  th ey  w e re n 't  q u eer, 
th e y  J u s t  loved each o th e r  madly in  a tru e  s o r t  o f  way'.
The two la d le s  had a f a s c in a t in g  l i f e  to g e th e r , and those 
who en joy  b io g rap h ie s  o f  unusual people combined w ith  a 
f a i r  b i t  o f hom osexuality , w il l  l ik e  the t i t l e s  mentioned 
above and a ls o  MARIE CORELLI; THE STCRY OF A FRIENDSHIP, 
by W illiam  S tu a r t  S c o tt  (London, H utchinson, 1955),

-  Vern Niven

ATTENTION CAMERA PANS'. Photographs it) b lack  and w hite a re  
needed fo r  p o s s ib le  use on THE LADDER'S co v ers . Shots o f 
public ly -ow ned  words o f  a r t ,  and o f  n o n - ld e n t i f la b le  women 
a re  e s p e c ia l ly  welcome. P lease  send to  DOB h e a d q u a rte rs .



DAWN by Judy Hamlin

Today I 'm  th i r ty - tw o .  And I  d o n 't  know what I  am. Happy 
B ir th d a y , I ' d  always assumed th a t  I  was s t r a i g h t ,  th a t  
a l l  I  had to  do was w a it fo r  a man I  r e a l l y  l ik e d  and who 
w anted me. Pew men a re  in te r e s te d  in  a woman alm ost s ix  
f e e t  t a l l  who f e e l s  most com fortab le in  m en's c lo th e s  and 
w ears them every  chance she g e ts  o u ts id e  o f  work. So boy­
i s h  th a t  peop le  c a l l  h e r " s i r "  when she does.

W ell, he f i n a l l y  came a lo n g . What happened? N othing. I t  
w a s n 't  th a t  I  d i d n 't  love him as a p e rso n . I  began to  r e ­
s e n t  him J u s t  because he was a man. As fo r  sex , even 
k is s in g  b o th e red  me, so i t  never went any f u r th e r .  Natu­
r a l l y  I  began to  wonder i f  I  was gay. Everyone l ik e s  to  
be som ething.

When I  was i n  my e a r ly  tw e n tie s , I  sp en t s e v e ra l  summers 
a t  a sc o u t can^>. I  met a g i r l  th e re  who was gay. S ince 
we went to  th e  same c o lle g e , we were a b le  to  co n tin u e  our 
f r ie n d s h ip  o u ts id e  the  camp. I t  la s te d  f o r  about e ig h t  
y e a r s ,  and th e n  we l o s t  to u ch .

T hat f i r s t  summer she was very  u p s e t .  S h e 'd  j u s t  m issed 
b e in g  e x p e lle d  from sc h o o l, had been s e n t  to  th e  school 
p s y c h i a t r i s t  in s te a d ,  and was going through an in te n s iv e  
s e l f - e v a lu a t io n  to  decide w hether o r  no t she was a c tu a l ly  
g ay , and i f  i t  was wrong acco rd in g  to  h e r  r e l i g io n .  How­
e v e r ,  I  d i d n 't  l e a r n  th i s  t i l l  l a t e r ,  from a m utual 
f r i e n d .  I ' l l  c a l l  him Nick. That was h is  camp name.
Punny th e  way th e y  c lic k e d . Almost as i f  th ey  adopted 
each  o th e r  as b ro th e r  and s i s t e r ,  Nick was a b r i l l i a n t ,  
c y n ic a l  se v e n te e n —y e a r-o ld  who avoided  g e t t in g  c lo se  to  
anyone. E s p e c ia l ly  h is  m other. He was e ffe m in a te - lo o k ­
in g  and f a s t id io u s ly  d re sse d . But s t r a ig h t  -  o r  thought 
he w as. She was tw en ty . They sp en t most o f  t h e i r  f re e  
tim e to g e th e r ,  down a t  th e  s t a f f  house, u s u a l ly ,  because 
Nick l ik e d  to  cook. R ig h t from the  s t a r t  th ey  had com­
p l e t e  t r u s t  i n  one a n o th e r . Her f e e l in g  f o r  him puzzled  
h e r ,  because i t  seemed l ik e  a c ru sh . Then one day we were 
t a lk in g  abou t him and she s a id  q u ite  sp o n tan eo u sly . Such 
a b e a u t i f u l  b o y ,"  and look s t a r t l e d .  I  could  p r a c t i c a l ­
l y  see th e  wheels tu rn in g . B oth the  reaso n  and i t s  cause .

They a lm ost broke up o n ly  once. H e'd gone in to  th e  s t a f f  
house w hile she was a lo n e , accused  h e r  o f b e lie v in g  th a t  
he w a sn 't  capable  o f  making love  to  a woman, and demanded 
th a t  she l e t  him prove he was.' She in s i s t e d  she d ldn t ,  
r e fu s e d , and th e n  avo ided  him fo r  a week. E a r l i e r ,  he d

to ld  her about his ejiperlence with women and the detached, 
unem otional way he f e l t  toward them se x u a lly . I t  was ob­
v ious th a t  he wanted to  b e lie v e  h is  i n a b i l i t y  to  go a l l  
the  way was sim ply due to  la c k  o f  I n t e r e s t  in  the p a r t i c u ­
l a r  woman, and n o t to  i n a b i l i t y  I t s e l f .  So s h e 'd  t r i e d  to  
re a s su re  him by rem inding him how young he was, and th e r e ­
fo re  o f  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  change. D esp ite  th i s  in s ig h t  
in to  h is  b eh av io r, the id ea  th a t  he thought o f  h er as a 
gu inea  p ig  in  an id le  s o r t  o f way s t i l l  h u r t  h e r too  much. 
Then she le a rn e d  th a t  J u s t  b e fo re , two g i r l  counse lo rs had 
t r i e d  to  g e t him to  v i s i t  the  n ex t camp's th re e  handymen 
w ith  them, A l i t t l e  ch ick  type I  d esp ise  had s a id ,  
"There’ l l  be one fo r  each o f  u s , and one fo r  you ," I n c i ­
d e n ta l ly ,  i f  I  remember c o r r e c t ly ,  he slapped h e r . Served 
h e r r i g h t .

Three y ea rs  l a t e r ,  in  N ick 's  s e n io r  y ear o f  c o lle g e , i t  
happened. He a d ju s te d  very w e ll . A f te r  the  f i r s t  s tag e  
o f  pan ic  p a ssed , he decided th a t  i t  had been only a m a tte r 
o f  time anyway. ^

And the g i r l ?  We go t to g e th e r  f re q u e n tly . Because I  
found th a t  I  could  ta lk  to  h er more f r e e ly  than  I 'd  ever 
been ab le  to  w ith  anyone e l s e .  And she ta lk e d  to  me. } 
V ic a r io u s ly  I  su ffe re d  through h er plunge in to  gay l i f e ,  
h e r  in f a tu a t io n  fo r  an o ld e r woman who p robab ly  would have 
made h e r an a lc o h o lic  and p a r a s i te  i f  someone the woman's 
own age h a d n 't  come along who In te r e s te d  h e r more.

In  s p i te  o f  the deep fe e l in g  I  know she had fo r  m e,there  
were only  a few tim es th a t  i t  seemed to  be more than 
f r ie n d s h ip .  There was the n ig h t o f  h e r tw e n ty - f i r s t  
b ir th d a y  when I  go t h e r drunk in  my apartm en t. We danced, 
and I  had h e r t r y  to  le ad  so th a t  I  could le a rn  how to  
fo llo w . F in a l ly  she sighed  d isg u s te d ly  and s a id ,  "You 
know, I 'm  beg inn ing  to  f e e l  s l i g h t ly  r id ic u lo u s ,"  and I  
'l e d .  Once I  persuaded h e r to  take  me to  a gay b a r , and 
someone asked i f  we were going to g e th e r . (T hat b a r  scared  
me, I  l e f t  w ithou t h e r  a f t e r  le s s  than  an h o u r.)  But she 
n ev e r d id  a n y th in g . I t  was only  the  look in  h e r eyes.

O ccasio n a lly  I  se n t books to  h e r .  E rich  Fromm's THE ART 
OF LOVING. K a h ili G ib ra n 's  SAND AND FOAM. I  se n t the 
l a t t e r  w ith  a p re ssed  w lld flo w er, and from an o th e r o f h is  
books, one o f  my f a v o r i te  passag es:

My sou l spoke unto me and co u n se lled  me 
to  love a l l  th a t  o th e rs  h a te .

And to  b e fr ie n d  those whom o th e rs  
defame.

My sou l co u n se lled  me and rev ea led  unto me 
th a t  love d ig n if ie s  no t alone 
the  one who lo v e s , bu t a ls o  the beloved.



L o g ic a l ly ,  i f  she were in te r e s te d  In  me, she should  have 
I n te r p r e te d  a l l  my a t t e n t io n  as a d e s ire  to  have h er l iv e  
w ith  me as she wanted to ,  and should  have shown h e r f e e l ­
in g s .  I f  a n y th in g , she w ithdrew s l i g h t l y .  This was most 
n o t ic e a b le  when I 'd  c a l l  h e r "Big Mama." Then s h e 'd  give 
me th e  s t r a n g e s t  l i t t l e  sm ile and say  "Yes, Big Daddy?"
I t  g o t so th a t  I t  was alm ost as I f  she were a f r a id  o f  me. 
B ut i t ' s  p o s s ib le  th a t  she s t i l l  h a d n 't  fo rg o tte n  one o f  
th e  few comments I 'd  ev e r made which m ight have Im plied  a 
Judgem ent, Something about " g i r l s  p la y in g  around w ith 
ea c h  o th e r 's  g e n i t a l s . "

A f te r  Nick g rad u a ted , he went to  l iv e  w ith  h e r  In  San 
F ra n c isc o . The l a s t  I  h ea rd , she and some woman were 
s h a r in g  an ap artm en t. Going to g e th e r ,

I 'v e  been doing a l o t  o f  th in k in g  l a t e l y ,  about the  p a s t .  
Wondering why she never pushed I t  i f  she was In  love w ith  
me, and I f  she th ough t I  was l a t e n t .  Perhaps she r e a l ­
iz e d  th e n , as I  d id  to d ay , th a t  I 'd  always been a n t i - s e x  
because I  was a f r a id  to  love  anyone th a t  much. And now 
I 'm  n o t. Now th a t  t h e r e 's  no one.

Down th e  moon wings the  w ater 
S o f t ly  s t i l l  and c lo ud ing  over 
T e l l in g  a l l  the  t r e e s  In  bending 
W hispers many c o lo rs  b low ing.

U nder-over r ip p le s  l l g h t - r l n g s  
Shades and shadows g reen  and b lack  
S ile n c e  echoes In  a h e a r tb e a t  
Hums fo rg o t te n  lo n e ly  song.

-  Margo

You wove y o u rs e lf  a web, and g la d ly  caught In  I t ,  
you have no need to  b re a th e  the  f r e e r  a i r  
o f  the  wide w orld beyond your s e c r e t  s t a i r  
( I s  she so f a i r ? )

You b u i l t  y o u r s e lf  a house , and long  to  l iv e  In  I t  -  
to  take your t r u s t  so te n d e r ly  w ith in .
The house has n o t a window -  n o t a one —
( I s  she the  sun?)

This trem ulous l i f e  you made -  a re  lo v e  and p r id e  In  I t ?  
o r  d riv e n  s t r i f e ?  
o r  d o u b t 's  d u l l  k n ife ?
( Whose I s  your l i f e ? )

-  B lanche Small

^ e s b i a m by Gene Damon

277. "BY CECILE" -  by T ereska T o rre s , 
t e r ,  1963.

Simon and Schus-

F lc t lo n  I s  t ru e  a r t  and b iography Is  tru e  l i f e  -  a t  l e a s t  
t h e o r e t i c a l ly .  The m arriage o f  the  two I s  b e a u t i fu l ly  
p re se n te d  In  th i s  novel based on the  e a r ly  years o f the 
l i f e  o f  C o le t te ,  C e c lle , u n lik e  C o le t te , I s  a very  modern 
g i r l  and the s to ry  i s  s e t  In  postw ar P a r is ,  I 9U5 -  1955.

T ereska T orres has cap tu red  a l l  the beau ty  and magic and 
tra g e d y  o f C o le t te 's  e a r ly  y e a rs , and w ith  the l ic e n s e  o f 
f i c t i o n ,  she has e la b o ra te d  and In te rp re te d  the d e ta i l s  of 
L esb ian ism  In  C o le t te 's  l i f e  In  a way no b iog rapher would 
have d a red . This I s  T ereska T o r re s 's  f in e s t  novel and 
f u l f i l l s  the prom ise o f  h e r famous WOMEN'S BARRACKS,

278. THE WHITE WIDOWS -  by Samuel Merwln, J r .  Doubleday, 
1953; r e p r in te d  as THE SEX WAR, Beacon, I960.

S cience f i c t i o n  w ith  a few u n b e liev ab le  tou ch es. A group 
o f  Amazons t r i e s  to  wipe men o f f  the e a r th  through d i s ­
e a s e , e t c .  Hero c a l l s  on the  U. S . Navy to  bomb the 
s tro n g h o ld  o f  the Amazons and fe e ls  he has succeeded in  
d e s tro y in g  them. Ending i s  w ryly humorous, as the hero 
m a rrie s  a g i r l  only  to  f in d  she i s  one o f  the group. The 
women a re  p o rtra y e d  as having  a s tro n g  L esbian  b ia s .

279. MADELEINE AUSTRIAN -  by R obert K lrsch , 
S c h u s te r , I9 6 0 , Pocket Books, I 961.

Simon and

A nother o f  the "su b tle  dam nation" school o f  p sy ch o lo g ica l 
n o v e ls , t h i s  one on how to  go to  h e l l  f a a t  by being  w ild ly  
prom iscuous. M adeleine I s  a c le a r ly  d ep ic ted  re p re sse d  
L esb ian  and h e r m astu rba to ry  fa n ta s ie s  a re  o f Sarah Saun­
d e r s ,  a L esb ian  who i s  in  love w ith  h e r . In  her a c tu a l 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  however, she r e je c t s  Sarah and fo llow s an ever 
more ominous d escen t In to  a p e rso n a l h e l l .  Good q u a l i ty .

280. THE HOUSE OF FIVE TALENTS 
B o sto n , Houghton M if f l in ,  i 960.

by Louis A uchlncloss.

A w ealthy  75 -y e a r-o ld  s p in s te r  r e c a l l s  h e r  l i f e .  A f te r  a 
y o u th fu l unconsummated a f f a i r  w ith  a man, Augusta tu rn s  
h e r  back on men. Years l a t e r  she becomes in fa tu a te d  w ith  
a b e a u t i fu l  young widow. When h e r  b ro th e r  co u rts  the same 
widow, Augusta la y s  him low and he In  tu rn  ad v ises  h e r to  
seek p s y c h ia t r ic  h e lp  fo r  I t  w i l l  "e n lig h te n  h e r  as to  the 
n a tu re  o f  h e r f e e l in g s  fo r  lo n e ,"  Very w ell w r i t te n .



281. FESTIVAL -  by R obert Neumann, London, B a rr ie  and 
R o c k l l f f ,  1963,

A r a r e  t r e a t ,  a b e a u t i f u l ly  w r i t te n  book about a w holly 
b e l ie v a b le  lo v e  a f f a i r .  M arguerite  P le u ry , w ife o f  a f ilm  
I n d u s try  m agnate, runs away on Im pulse to  a f ilm  f e s t i v a l ,  
h o p ing  to  see a man she loved many y ea rs  b e fo re , when bo th  
were r e s is ta n c e  f ig h te r s  In  th e  underground. The man, a 
P o l is h  Communist, i s  a ls o  a f ig u re  In  th e  f ilm  w orld . At 
th e  f e s t i v a l  M arguerite  I s  a c c id e n ta l ly  thrown in to  con­
t a c t  w ith  a g i r l ,  G ina, whom she d e sc r ib e s  as a "v irg in  
b o y - g i r l . "  For th re e  days and n ig h ts  th e se  two a c t  ou t a 
d o u b le - l i f e  love a f f a i r .  Gina f u l f i l l s  h e r  s tro n g  L esbian  
I n c l in a t io n s  y e t heads in e x tr ic a b ly  toward a m arriage w ith  
a n ice  boy. M arguerite  d isc o v e rs  h e r  com plete ly  unknown 
L esb ian  f e e l in g s  y e t must rem ain In  the  world she l iv e s  
i n .  The love  scenes a re  lum inous and am azingly I n tu i t i v e  
from a male w r i t e r 's  pen . H ighly recoiranended.

282. A STEP TOWARD GOMORRAH -  by Ingeborg  Bachmann,
S h o rt S to ry  In  THE THIRTIETH YEAR, K nopf, 196lf.

Long s to r y  on the  I n te r n a l  debate  a woman undergoes when 
faced  w ith  a L esb ian  p ro p o sa l which seems more p rom ising  
th an  an y th in g  e ls e  i n  h e r  l i f e .  Very w ell w r i t te n .

283. A MOVEABLE FEAST -  by E rn e s t Hemingway, S c r ib n e r ,
1964.

T h is , the  f i r s t  posthum ously p u b lish e d  m anuscrip t o f  the 
"b ig  daddy" o f  American f i c t i o n ,  c e le b ra te s  the  sad and 
sunny days o f  youth  and love and sex  and P a r i s .  Undeni­
a b ly  pow erfu l as a n o v e l i s t ,  Hemingway does no t convey the 
same sense o f  urgency In  h is  memoirs and o th e rs  have to ld  
o f  th e se  days In  b e t t e r  ways, b u t th e s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a re  
h i s  words abou t t h i s  s p e c ia l  p la c e  and tim e as I t  was fo r  
him . R eaders w i l l  be r e p e l le d  by h is  obvious lo a th in g  fo r  
a l l  male homosexuals and by h is  re p e a te d  c r u e l t i e s  toward 
h i s  fe llo w  w r i t e r s ,  ' Of p rim ary  I n t e r e s t  to  th i s  column Is  
h l s  r e a c t io n  to  G ertrude  S te in  and to  h e r  g e n tle  e f f o r t  to  
"e x p la in "  hom osexuality  to  him ( d i d n 't  do any good). The 
jo l ly - o ld - h e te r o s e x u a l s - to g e th e r  tone may be as o ffe n s iv e  
to  some re a d e rs  as a homosexual novel would be to  Mr. 
Hemingway.

284. THE DAY WE WERE MOSTLY BUTTERFLIES (4  s to r i e s )  
L ou ise  W. K ing. London, M ichael Jo seph , 1963.

by

The humorous h ig h l ig h t  o f  th e  I960 season was the  ap p ea r­
ance o f  th e  t i t l e  s to r y  o f  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  In  NEW WORLD 
WRITING 17. Now we have th e  e n t i r e  t a l e  o f  s c a tte rh e a d  
Miss Moppet, h e r lo v e r  L i l l i a n ,  t h e i r  p e t  horned toad  
"Butchy" and a l l  t h e i r  h i l a r io u s  f r ie n d s ,  n a r ra te d  by the 
p u t-u p o n  i n t e r i o r  d e c o ra to r  M aurice, The 4 s to r i e s  a re  
lo o s e ly  connected  and form a n o t-q u l te  n o v e l. Grand fun .

Cross-currents
LIFE magazine f i n a l ly  d id  I t '.  The June 26 Issu e  fe a tu re s  
l 4  pages o f  p ic tu r e s  and te x t  on "The Homosexual In  Ameri­
c a ."  The p ic tu r e s ,  o f  co u rse , a re  s e n s a t lo n a l l s t l c  fo r  
th e  most p a r t ,  showing se v e ra l b a r and c ru is in g  scen es .
The te x t  s h u t t le s  between t r a d i t io n a l  p re ju d ic e s  and a l l  
shades o f  Inform ed o p in io n , le a v in g  the read e r to  draw h ls  
own co n c lu s io n s .

On the w hole, the  LIFE w rite -u p  I s  s u rp r is in g ly  o b je c tiv e  
and fa r - ra n g in g . Yet as alw ays, those homosexuals who are  
q u l e t - l lv ln g ,  c o n s tru c tiv e  people  g e t sh o rt s h r i f t  In  the 
a r t i c l e .  Most s e n s a t lo n a l l s t l c  touch was th e  b ig  chunk o f 
space devoted to  d e p ic tin g  p o lic e  entrapm ent techn iques In  
Los A ngeles. ONE, In c ,  and the M attachlne O rgan iza tions 
copped p ic tu re s  and m entions, b u t DOB was overlooked (d e s ­
p i t e  In te rv iew s a t  our h ead q u a rte rs  o f f ic e )  In  fav o r of a 
m a le -o r ie n ted  sp read .

Most unexpected and u p - to - th e  minute tack  was the denun­
c ia t io n  o f  the re c e n t ly  re le a s e d  re p o r t  on hom osexuality  
p u t  out by the New York Academy o f M edicine. LIFE c a lle d  
th e  re p o r t  " . . . J u s t  a n o th e r example o f  the confusion  and 
dow nright Ignorance th a t  surround the e n t i r e  su b je c t o f 
th e  n a tu re , cau se , and e x te n t o f  hom osexuality ."  Bravo',

LADDER re a d e rs  can expec t to  h ea r more about the very 
u n s c ie n t i f ic  re p o r t  by the Mew York Academy o f M edicine.

Having tro u b le  su b sc r ib in g  to  ARENA THREE, our B r i t i s h  
c o u n te rp a r t?  Perhaps you made the  m istake of sending a 
p e rso n a l check. New (and more r e a l i s t i c ' . )  su b sc r ip tio n  
r a t e s  to  ARENA THREE a re :  $5 fo r  those who can w ait fo r  
sea  m a ll, $6 fo r  seco n d -c la ss  a i r  m a ll. But PLEASE send 
a bank d r a f t  o r I n te rn a t io n a l  p o s ta l  money o rd e r payable 
In  England'. Address your re q u e s t to :  Esme Langley,
47-A B roadhurst G rd e n s , London N. W. 6 , England.

In  New York, the Temporary S ta te  Commission on R ev ision  o f 
th e  Penal Law and C rim inal Code has suggested  a sweeping 
r e v is io n  o f th a t  s t a t e 's  p enal code. Among the sugges­
t io n s :  th a t  homosexual r e la t io n s  and a d u lte ry  between
co n sen tin g  a d u l ts  no lo n g e r be considered  I l l e g a l .

And how would you c la s s i f y  th i s  ad? , 3 9 . . .d e v a s ta tin g  
s lo g a n s . In c lu d in g  'P ra y  fo r  Obscene M all' and 'H ire  the 
M orally  H an d icap p ed .'" (NEW REPUBLIC, February  22, 1964)



"J L B T  A NOTE TO TELL YOU HOW MUCH I L IK E  THE MAY COVER! CONGRAT­

ULATIONS ON AN EVER BETTER MAGAZINE. YOU HAVE DONE A CREDITABLE 

JOB, A l«  T H IS  READER, FOR ONE, IS  VERY HAPPY TO SHOW OUR PUBLICA­

T IO N  TO OTHER PEO PLE." ,

-  P . G . ,  Ma s s a c h u s e t t s

% * *

"R e a d e r s  o f  THE LADDER, p a r t ic u l a r l y  t h o s e  who h a v e  s u f f e r e d  fro m  

THE d e a t h  o f  a  LOVED ONE, W ILL WWNT TO READ GLADYS TA BER 'S  LATEST 

BOOK ANOTHER PATH (L IPP IN CO TT, I 963) WHICH d e s c r ib e s  THE AUTHOR'S 

EFFORT TO L IV E  AFTER THE [EATH OF HER COMPANION OF JO YEARS, J IL L .

"G l a d y s  Ta b e r  i s , o f  c o u r s e , t h e  w e l l - know n  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  ' S t i l l -  

m e a d o w '  BOOKS. STILLMEADOW IS  A BEAUTIFUL CONNECTICUT FARM WHICH 

SHE AND J IL L  MOVED TO OVER 20 YEARS AGO. THERE THEY RA ISED  THEIR  

THREE CHILDREN (TWO OF J IL L 'S ,  ONE OF MRS. T A B E R 'S ) ,

"T h e  e n t ir e  s t o r y  o f  S t il l m e a d o w  a n d  i t s  o w n e r s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  in  

THE ' S t il l m e a d o w '  s e r i e s . Of s p e c i a l  in t e r e s t  a r e  stillmeadow AND
SUGARBRIDGE (L IP P IN C O T T , I.JJJ), STILLMEADOW DAYBOOK (L IPP INCO TT, 

J953)» a n d  CF c o u r s e  t h e  l a t e s t  T IT L E ,  ANOTHER RATH."

-  B .  G . ,  M ISSOURI

"As AN i d e a l i s t i c  PREACHER, I TAKE ISSUE WITH M IS S  TURNCOAT IN  HER 

'REEUTTAL t o  L IV IN G  PROPAGANDA* IN THE MAY ISSU E. SHE MAKES IT  

CLEAR THAT HER L IV IN G  PROPAGANDA TOOK THE UNEASY FORM OF A SE R IE S  

OF CONFESSIONS TO FAM ILY , POTENTIAL SU ITO RS, AND FR IENO S.

"H a n d l in g  t h e  s it u a t io n  f r o m  t h e  f a m il y  s t a n d p o in t  b e c o m e s  a n  i n ­

d iv id u a l  MATTER. V iS - A - V IS  THE REST OF THE VKIRLD, L IV IN G  PROPA- 

QAfOA IS  SIM PLY NOT L IV IN G  THE L IE .  IT IS  THE S|N OF OM ISSION  

THAT K IL L S  U S. WE 'O M IT ' OUR HOMOSEXUALITY AND THUS DISREGARD A

V IT A L  FACET OF OUR L IV E S .  WE DO T H IS  BY PRETENDING TO BE EITHER  

hCTEROSEXUAL OR ASEXUAL. T H IS  HURTS US AND MAKES US AFRAID.

"A S  FOR »GIVING IT A NAME' -  WHY TRY? PEOPLE W ILL SUPPLY THEIR  

OWN NAMES, EVASIVE OR DEROGATORY OR MATTER-OF-FACT. JUST L IV E  THE

TRUTH. BE J ane doe » not married to John Doe but Jane doe in love
WITH MARY SM ITH. PEOPLE 00 PERMIT GREAT LATITUDE AND MOST OF IT  

IS  BASED QUITE SIMPLY ON HOW N ICE  THEY THINK YOU ARE -  HOW YOU BE­

L IE V E , AND WORK, AND TALK,

"IT IS N 'T  EASY TO P ICK  THE ROUTE OF L IV IN G  THE TRUTH JUST BECAUSE 

IT  IS  THE TRUTH, BUT IT  DOES PAY OFF IN  THE END. I 'L L  S T IL L  TAKE 

THE SENSE OF FREEDOM THAT COMES FROM NOT HAVING TO PRETEND I AM 

SOMETHING I COULD NOT OR WOULD NOT BE. I FEEL SORRY FOR TURNCOAT, 

BUT I ALSO FEEL SHE CONFUSES CAREFUL PLANNING WITH EMOTIONAL CON­

F ESS IO N . Th e y  a r e n ' t  t h e  s a m e . "

-  Ma r il y n  ba rr o w

"I m u s t  c o m p l im e n t  y o u  o n  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  YOUR Ap r i l  c o v e r . It
IS  QUITE A STEP FORWARD FOR THE LADDER. I HAVE NOTICED THAT THE 

MAGAZINE IS  IMPROVING GENERALLY. CERTAINLY THE WOMEN DESERVE THE 

m a t u r e  APPROACH YOU ARE BRINGING TO THE LADL'ER. GOOD W ISHES FOR 

THE FUTURE."

-  DON SLATER, editor, ONE MAGAZINE

"A r t i c l e s  s u c h  a s  " t h e  Ce l i b a t e , t h e  Pa s s e r , a nd  t h e  n u n "  (Ap r i l  

ISSU E ) I F IN D  o b j e c t io n a b l e  BECAUSE THEY ARE COMPLETELY LACKING IN 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE Af'O RESEARCH. IF  IT  IS  YOUR PURPOSE TO PUBLISH  

PERSONAL B IA S E S ,  F L I ?  GEN ERA LIT IES, AND CHIPPY ATTITUDES, OKAY -  

BUT I DON'T THINK THAT IS  YOUR PURPOSE. STUFF L IK E  THAT O ILY RE­

PELS PEOPLE WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE OFFER SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING TO 

A CAUSE IF  IT  WERE PRESENTED INTELLIGENTLY AND SEN S IBLY . HOW 

ABOUT MORE ARTICLES OF A SCHOLARLY NATIVE?

"1VE BARROW ARTICLE ANNOYED ME, PR IM ARILY  BECAUSE I 'M  FA IRLY  SURE 

THAT, CONTRARY TO HER OPIN ION, B ISEXU ALITY  DOES E X IS T .  SOCIETY



OFTEN MAKES IT  NECESSARY TO MAKE A CHOICE. UNFORTUNATELY, FEW CAN 

SURVIVE THE EMOTIONAL TURMOIL AND F*RESULRES OF PUBLIC  O P IN IO N  THAT 

RESULT FROM PURSUING PERSONAL PLEASURES ALL OVER THE PLACE. MAYBE 

|T»S SO I«T IM ES BETTER FOR THE B ISEXU AL IN D IV IDU A L TO tU l£  THE 

CHOICE INTO »NORMALCY* AND ADJUST TO IT .  THAT’S NOT NECESSARILY  

AN ESCAPE OR A COWARDLY RETREAT FROM HOMOSEXUALITY, BUT MERELY A 

NECESSITY FOR SURVIVAL IN THE WORLD."

-  C. 0 . ,  Massachusetts

DAUGHTERS of BILITIS
i n c o r p o r a t e d

MEMBERSHIP in Daughters of Bilitis is limited to women 21 
years of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York, or Chicago 
area, direct inquiry to chapter concerned. Otherwise write to Na­
tional Office in San Francisco for a membership application form.

" R .  R. OF NEW YORK (Ap r i l ) w n t s  the ladder t o  b e  e it h e r  l i k e  o n e

OR A p o l e m ic  'L IT T L E  MAGAZINE.* N O l 'tlE AREN 'T  B IG  ENOUGH. VIHAT 

R. R. DIDN'T SAY WAS THAT THE AVERAGE TENURE OF A L IT T LE  MAGAZINE 

I S  LESS THAN 2 YEARS. IT  IS  ENOUGH TO ATTEMPT TO BE THE VOICE OF 

THE Aa c r ic a n  Le s b i a n  t o d a y . To  s p e c i a l i z e  f u r t h e r  ivould  k i l l  u s . "

-  g e n e  Damon

THE LADDER is a monthly magazine published by Daughters of 
Bilitis, Inc., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for 14.00 a year. 
Anyone over 21 may subscribe to The Ladder.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wants 
to support our work. We are a non-profit corporation depending 
entirely on volunteer labor. While men may not become members 
of Daughters of Bilitis, many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and have made contributions to further our work.

* * Iti * *  *

%

"AfWT I DO NOT u n d e r s t a n d  IS  WHY SO MANY LESB IANS ARE CONCENEO 

ABOUT SOCIETY ACCEPTING THEM. IT SEEMS TO ME OUR SOCIETY IS  THE 

ONE THAT SHOULD WORRY ABOUT BEING ACCEPTED BY THOSE WHO HAVE HAD 

THE COURAGE TO SEEK AND FIND THE MOST PR ICELESS  OF L IF E 'S  TREA­

SURES, LOVE». Th e r e  i s  l it t l e  i n d ic a t io n  o f  l o v e  in  a n y  f o r m  in  

T>c  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  s o c ia l  p a t t e r n  a s  a  w h o l e , a n d  a l l  

I CAN SAY i s  bravo f o r  t h o s e  OF T H IS  MAD WHIRL WHO HAVE THE GUTS 

TO STAND UP AND REFUSE TO CONFORNI TO THOSE SO C IAL FORMS THAT CAN 

ONLY LEAD TO DESTRUCTION OF THE WHOLE.

" I  SAY, BE PROUD THAT YOU ARE OF THE CHOSEN, AND TRY TO HELP OLR 

SOCIETY BECOME AN ACCEPTABLE THING RATHER THAN A D ISGRACE TO HU­

MANITY CAUGHT UP IN THE MHIRLPCOL OF DEGRADATION, IT  IS  SOCIETY  

THAT IS  WRONG, NOT THE NON-CONFORMISTS, V'£ MUST BE TRUE TO OUR 

»s e l v e s , AND RATHER THAN BEING  CONCERNED WITH SOCITETY ACCEPTING  

WE SHOULD TRY TO LEOD, AND HELP A FESTERING SO CIETY  REGAIN 

ITO HEALTH eHO OPEN-MINDED T H IN K IN G ."

-  J . C. , HAWWII

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 1232 
Market St., Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California.

New York Chapter: H i  West 28th Street,
New York 1, New York
Chicago Chapter: k012  West Cullom Ave.,
Chicago , Illinois

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
1232 Market Street, Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California.

Please send THE LADDER  for________year(s) in a plain sealed
envelope to the address below. I enclose $______ at the rate of $4.00
for each year erdeted.

NAME.

address.  

CITY___ .ZONE__ STATE.

I am ov«r 21 y M n  o / (Sigmad).


