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TABOO TOPICS

Norman L. Farberow, editor, new York, Atherton Press, ]%3.

Seldom does a collection of studies by reputable scientists have
A MORE eye-catching TITLE THAN TABOO TOPICS, A MORE TRADITIONAL
TITLE MIGHT BE "ESSAYS ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF RESEARCH AND THE
ROLE OF THE RESEARCHER IN INVESTIGATIONS OUTSIDE THE MAIN BODY OF
»RESPECTABLE* SCIENCE." THE INTRODUCTION GIVES THE PURPOSES OF
THIS VOLUME: (1) TO DEMONSTRATE THE FEASIBILITY OF RESEARCH IN
EMOTION-LADEN AREAS; (2) TO ILLUSTRATE METHODS AND PROCEDURES IN
SUCH AREAS; (3) TO STIMULATE PROFESSIONAL INTEREST IN THESE ARE-
AS; (A) TO HIGHLIGHT CHALLENGING AREAS OF MAN'S POTENTIAL.

Five of the essays were originally presented in a symposium of the
American Psychological Association. A sixth paper appeared in the
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGIST JOURNAL, AND THE REMAINING ESSAYS WERE PRE-
PARED especially for THIS BOOK.

The reader who expects the usual scientific style may be surprised
BY THE INFORMALITY OF THE FIRST PAPERS. THEY WERE ORIGINALLY PRE-
SENTED AS SYMPOSIUM SPEECHES WHERE THE USE OF THE FIRST PERSON,
ASIDES, AND UNDOCUMENTED REFERENCES TO OTHER RESEARCH ARE ACCEP-
TABLE. The remaining papers are more foriml and more comprehen-

sive. Stylistically, this collection is an exciting potpourri,

Gordon allport. Harvard Professor of Psychology, suggests in the
foreword that the strength of scientific Taboos against investiga-
ting the topics in this book might be RANKED, FROM MOST FORBIDDEN
TO LEAST, IN THIS ORDER: PARAPSYCHOLOGY, GRAPHOLOGY, RELIGION,
hypnosis, and POLITICS, THE OTHER TOPICS TREATED HERE - SEX, SUI-
CIDE, AND DEATH - MEET WITH GREATER SOCIAL THAN SCIENTIFIC TABOOS.

SCHNEIDMAN'S paper ON SUICIDE IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH DEALS WITH THE
PROBLEMS OF TABOOS IN GENERAL. RESEARCH IN ALL TABOO AREAS SHARES
THREE FACTORS, HE CLAIMS: (1) THE TOPIC IS OF SOCIAL CONCERN AND
HAS EMOTIONAL IMPACT; (2) THE INVESTIGATOR IS SUSPECT; AND (3)

SPECIAL METHODOLOGY PROBLEMS ARE FACED IN OBTAINING RELIABLE DATA.

The TABOO ON SUICIDE APPLIES TO THE THOUGHT AND THE ACTION, BUT
NOT TO THE DISCUSSION OF THE TOPIC. ONE BIBLIOGRAPHY ON SUICIDE
LISTED 2,000 TITLES PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1837 AND 1937. (IN CONTRAST
TO THIS FREE DISCUSSION OF SUICIDE, ONLY FIVE PSYCHOLOGISTS HAD
PUBLISHED NOTEWORTHY DATA ON HUMAN SEXUAL BEHAVIOR PRIOR TO 1940,
ACCORDING TO WARDELL B, POMEROY.)

SCHNEIDMAN FINDS NO ACCEPTABLE EVIDENCE THAT THE RATE OF SUICIDE
AMONG HOMOSEXUALS IS GREATER THAN AMONG HETEROSEXUALS; HE BELIEVES
THE TABOOS AGAINST SUICIDE DO SERVE TO DECREASE ITS OCCURRENCE;
HE FINDS THAT MOST SUICIDAL INDIVIDUALS ARE SUICIDAL ONLY BRIEFLY
AND EVEN THEN ARE HIGHLY AMBIVALENT; HE SUGGESTS THAT IDENTIFICA-
TION TECHNIQUES AND AGENCY SERVICES CAN PREVENT MANY SUICIDES.

HIS OBJECTIVITY BREAKS DOWN ONLY ONCE: "WE ARE AGAINST SUICIDE."
One WISHES it had done so morei The question of why suicide is

DEVALUED IN THIS SOCIETY AND UPHELD IN OTHERS WAS NOT DISCUSSED.

FEIFEL'S paper CHRONICLES HIS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN TRYING TO
INVESTIGATE THE ATTITUDES OF DYING HOSPITAL PATIENTS TOWARD DEATH.
He ILLUSTRATES THE ANTAGONISM HE MET AS THE MEDICAL HIERARCHY RE-
FUSED HIM PERMISSION AT EVERY TURN AND HE ALSO PRESENTS THE PLIGHT
OF THE RESEARCHER FACING HIS OWN EMOTIONS AS HE CONTEMPLATES THE
"UNCONTEMPLATABLE" - DEATH. SOME OF THE IMPLICATIONS HE DERIVED
FROM HIS EFFORTS ARE: (1) DEATH IS IN THE UNITED STATES A TABOO
SUBJECT, SURROUNDED BY DISAPPROVAL AND SHAME, AND ALMOST TOTALLY
NEGLECTED BY SCIENTISTS (NOT ONE PSYCHOLOGY TEXTBOOK YET INCLLOES
ANY DISCUSSION OF DEATH); (2) PHYSICIANS THINK LESS ABOUT DEATH
BUT ARE MORE AFRAID OF IT THAN ARE NON-PHYSICIANS; (3) WHILE THE
MAJORITY OF PHYSICIANS (6‘ - 9(~) DO NOT TELL PATIENTS WHEN THEIR
CONDITION IS TERMINAL, THE MAJORITY OF PATIENTS WANT
TO BE TOLD AND TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS DEATH FREELY.

In DOUGLAS* PAPER ON RELIGION, THE PERIOD FROM 190 TO 1924 IS
CHARACTERIZED AS A PROMISING INFANCY IN WHICH WILL IAM JAMES AND
OTHERS APPEARED TO BE LEADING THE WAY FOR A SUCCESSFUL ENTRY OF
RELIGION INTO PSYCHOLOGY AND VICE VERSA. THE NEXT 23 YEARS WERE A
PERIOD OF STAGNATION AND WITHDRAWAL, FOLLOWED AFTER WORLD IVAR I
BY RENEWED INTEREST. ThE AUTHOR CONCLUDES THAT RELIGION REMAINS
A TABOO TOPIC IN SOCIAL SCIENCE THOUGH THERE IS LITTLE REASON IT
SHOULD. Douglas, a professor of’psychology of religion, may be
BIASED AGAINST CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY THAT FEW SCIENTISTS
Fire RELIGION A CAPTIVATING TOPIc fOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY!



Gardner Murphy writes cogently - but too briefly - about parapsy-
chology. He suggests to parapsychologists interested in bringing
THIS field more SOLIDLY INTO THE DOMAIN OF RESPECTABLE SCIENCE:
PARAPSYCHOLOGI CAL INVESTIGATION MUST BE EXPERIMENTAL; THE METHOD-
OLOGY SHOULD BE LIKE THAT CURRENTLY USED BY OTHER PSYCHOLOGISTS,
TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION; PARAMETERS SUCH AS MOTIVATION AND
PERCEPTUAL THRESHOLD USED IN THE STUDY OF NORMAL BEHAVIOR MUST BE
emphasized; cooperation in RESEARCH EFFORTS WITH OTHER SCIENTISTS
IS NECESSARY. THE DELIGHTFUL FLAVOR OF MURPHY'S WRITING IS SHOWN
IN THIS QUOTE: "V*€REAS MY COLLEAGUES WHO WORK IN (SEX, SUICIDE,
death) are. . . CONCERNED WITH THINGS WITH WHICH DECENT PEOPLE DO
NOT DEAL, | AM CONCERNED WITH THINGS THAT DO NOT EVEN EXIST."

Anthony contends that graphology will one day be an integral part
OF PSYCHODIAGNOSIS REGARDLESS OF OBSTACLES. HE SAYS THE UNITED
States has a dearth of psychologists who know enough about gra-
phology TO INVESTIGATE IT. GRAPHOLOGY IS THEREFORE EXCLUDED FROM
OUR UNIVERSITY CURRICULUMS. BESIDES A LACK OF TRAINED INVESTIGA-
TORS, WE HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF FRAUDULENT GRAPHOLOGICAL INFORMATION
WHICH FLOURISHES IN THE HANDS OF CHARLATANS. ANTHONY ACCEPTS UN-
CRITICALLY THE German research in graphology and pleads that
TRANSLATION OF MUCH OF THIS WORK WOULD FACILITATE THE ADVANCE OF
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS INTO ACCEPTED METHODS OF BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT.

The devotee of psychoanalytic orientation will find much to praise
IN WATKIN'S treatment of HYPNOSIS. THE NON-OEVOTEE MAY WONDER
ABOUT THIS AUTHOR’S PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT WITH HYPNOSIS AND WILL
FIND LITTLE ELSE TO PONDER IN THIS PAPER.

Osgood provides an inner view of how he, an experimental psychol-
ogist, BECAME AN AVID PEACENIK. HE ELABORATES HIS VIEW OF THE
ROLE THE PSYCHOLOGIST OUGHT TO TAKE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. THE
FACT THAT AN ESSAY ON PEACE OCCURS IN A VOLUME OF TABOO TOPICS
MUST GIVE US ALL PAUSE.

Wardell Pomeroy, of Kinsey studies fame, and Evelyn hooker, of
UCLA, both deal with special difficulties in the study of sexual
behavior. Pomeroy points to the sampling difficulties, problems
of communication, interview control factors, legal problems, and
THE difficulties IN OBTAINING SUITABLE INTERVIEWERS, HE SCORNS
"THE LUNATIC FRINGE OF PSELDOSCIENTISTS" WHO THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE
FH. D. and M. D. degrees ALSO HAVE "CRACKPOT" IDEAS.

Hooker's essay is one of the most stimulating contributions to
THIS BOOK. She EXPLAINS THAT THE RESEARCHER IS OFTEN IN THE MID-
DLE OF FACTIONS AND MUST RESIST PRESSURE FROM BOTH SIDES. THOSE
INVESTIGATING HOMOSEXUALITY ARE UNDER PRESSURE FROM HOMOSEXUALS TO
"PLEAD THEIR CASE IN THE COMMUNITY, TO HELP CHANGE THE UWB, TO
HELP CHANGE SOCIAL ATTITUDES. . . ON THE OTHER HAND, COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS ARE CONSTANTLY SEEKING ADVICE ON HOW TO PREVENT AND
CURE HOMOSEXUALITY," SHE GOES ON TO POINT OUT THAT THE "INVESTI-
GATOR'S PROFESSIONAL CAREER AND HIS PROFESSIONAL REWARDS AND SUP-
PORT COME FROM the URGER SOCIETY,"

Throughout, hooker emphasizes similarities of research strategy
ACROSS topics, SHE OBSERVES ALSO THAT MORE ADVANCED PROBINGS WILL
HAVE [IMPACT ON MANY FIELDS OF STUDY. "WITH INCREASING AMOUNTS OF
DATA, IT BECOMES POSSIBLE TO FORMUUTE THEORETICAL PROBLEMS OF
CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR ALL THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES." THE TERM
"CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE" SEEMS TO BE THE KEY TERM HERE. HOOKER
ENDS BY EVALUATING THE ROLE OF THE SEX RESEARCHER AS ONE CONTRIB-
UTING TO THE POOL OF INFORMATION ON DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, ABOUT WHICH
CRUCIAL PUBLIC OPINION IS BEING FORMED, CRUCIAL LEGAL DECISIONS
ARE BEING MADE. "TO DEGRADE OR TO DIGNIFY; TO CREATE DESPAIR OR
HOPE; TO TREAT OR TO PUNISH - THE ALTERNATIVES ARE TOO OFTEN
SHARPLY DRAWN. THE RESEARCHER FINOS DEEP, ENDURING SATISFACTION
IN A CONTRIBUTION TO SUCH A FATEFUL DISCUSSION,"

This is a provocative book, each cf the contributors has tried to
THINK HIS WAY TO SCIENTIFICALLY ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF CONDUCTING
investigation in an EMOTION-CHARGED AREA. THE READER IS CONSTANT-
LY CHALLENGED TO SET ASIDE HIS OWN EMOTIONAL BIAS, TO EXAMINE IN
THE COLD STATEMENT OF PRINT WHAT MAY BE HIS OWN TABOO TOPIC.

- Reviewed by d. k,

RETRACTION

WE WISH TO APOLOGIZE, HUMBLY, TO OUR READERS FOR AN ERROR WHICH
APPEARED IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF THE LADDER. AUTHORSHIP OF THE
SECOND POEM ON PAGE 23 WAS ERRONEOUSLY STATED. CREDIT FOR THOSE
LINES SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN DCN BLANDING. WE HOPE MR. BLANDING'S
FOLLOWERS, ESPECIALLY WILL BE TOLERANT OF OUR MISTAKE.
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by Gene Damon

ME - AND THE SWNS BY NAOMI JACOB. LONDON, WILLIAM
KIMBER, 1963.

Considering the impact Radclyffe Hall had on the world, it
IS sad that so little has been written about her. the re-
cent BREAKING OF THE ICE BY UNA TROLBRIDGE WILL PROBABLY

LEAD TO A SPATE OF ARTICLES AND MEMOIRS BY THOSE VIHO KNEW

"John" Hall.

NAOMI Jacob - English author well-known for her series of
books consisting of biographical SKETCHES, MEMOIRS, AND ES-
SAYS, ALL BEARING THE WORD ME IN THE TITLE - HAS WRITTEN OF
HER FRIENDSHIP WITH JOHN AND UNA IN HER LATEST BOOK, ME -
AND THE SVIWS. SHE KNEW THEM BOTH WELL, BUT HER FEELING FOR
John can best be described as love. There are other inter-
esting PERSONALITIES DISCUSSED IN THIS COLLECTION W'O.LY
DEVOTED TO THE FEMALE FRIENDS OF THE AUTHOR, NAOMI JACOB,
WHO IS KNOWN AS "MICKIE" OR "MIKE" TO HER FRIENDS,

THE BALCONY BY JOAN VATSEK. S. S. IN "A BUTCHER’S DOZEN OF
WICKED WOMEN" EDITED BY LEE WRIGHT. POCKET BOOKS, 1960,

THIS LONG STORY FIRST APPEARED IN 1943 IN STORY MAGAZINE.
(Fans of homosexual literature owe whit and Hallie Burnett a
DEBT FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PUBLICATION OF MANY GOOD HOMOSEXUAL
stories.) AS THE ANTHOLOGY TITLE IMPLIES, THIS IS NOT A
VERY NICE Lesbian featured in this story, however it is ex-

cellent WRITING AND A MAJOR MUST ITEM FOR COLLECTORS.

THE FINISHING TOUCH BY BRIGID BROPHY. LONDON, SECKER AND
IftaRBURG, 1963.

The finishing school which supplies the title is run by two
HILARIOUS Lesbian caricatures, and the adventures they have
HANDLING THEIR STUDENTS FROM WEALTHY AND WILD FAMILIES ARE
TRULY DELIGHTFUL. SINCE IT IS BITING SATIRE, IT WILL NOT

amuse EVERYONE. BUT FOR THE FEW, IT IS BLACK CAVIAR.
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THE LIHLE GIRLS BY ELIZABETH BOlaen. Knopf, 1965, 1964,

Three women who have not seen one another since childhood
ARE brought together ON THE WHIM OF ONE OF THEM - WHEN THEY
ARE IN THEIR LATE 50*S, AMONG THE REVELATIONS IS A STRONG
HOMOSEXUAL ATTRACTION BETWEEN TWO OF THE THREE, RECOMMENDED
PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE QLBLITY OF MISS BOWEN'S WRITING.

LIKE A RIVER OF LIONS BY Tana de Gamez. New York, Graphic
SOCIETY, 1962, Paperback Library, 1%3

This book kicked up a censorship fuss when the N, Y. Public
library refused to purchase on grounds it was sensational.
Actually, the book is hardly sensational by current stan-
dards. It is a panoramic novel, similar to the briffault
WORKS EUROPA AND EUROPA IN IMO. LIKE THOSE NOVELS, THIS
BOOK CONTAINS DOZENS OF VARIANT PORTRAITS. IT IS MALE IN
EMPHASIS, BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL FEMALE PORTRAYALS. ONE
TOUCHING EPISODE INVOLVES THE HEROINE AND A SCHOOL FRIEND
WHO IS A Lesbian, when the friend is forced by her Moslem
FATHER TO MARRY A MUCH OLDER MAN, SHE COMMITS SUICIDE.

THE SEVEN SISTERS BY FREDERIC PROKOSCH. Farrar, 1962.

Odd, ESOTERIC NOVEL. Mr. PROKOSCH IS A REMARKABLE AUTHOR,
ALMOST ALWAYS INCLUDING HOMOSEXUALITY IN HIS NOVELS. THIS
ONE IS NEARLY POETRY AND CAN BE READ AND RE-READ FOR MORE
THAN ONE LEVEL OF MEANING. DAPHNE, ONE OF THE SEVEN SIS-
TERS, IS A lesbian. After running away from home and at-
TBWPTING TO POSE AS A BOY, SHE MEETS MONA - WHO PURSUES HER
UNTIL Daphne comes to her senses. A complex and worthwhile

NOVEL. A MUST FOR COLLECTORS.

ALL THE GODS AND GODDESSES BY KAY MARTIN. PUTNAM, 1963

This is Kay martin’s first hardback book. There are three
Lesbian nurses, one of whom is bucking her Lesbianism and
NEARLY WRECKS HER LIFE. THE AUTHOR'S TENDENCY TO PUT AT
LEAST ONE ATTRACTIVE AND STRONG LESBIAN INTO EACH BOOK HOLDS
TRUE; NURSE PEG SHANKS ATTEMPTS TO RESCUE THE WEAKER GIRL,
MRS. Martin is not pro-lesbian, but she knows how to draw

BELIEVABLE AND INTERESTING WOMEN.

MALIGN CRUSADER

Review of THE VA§/ET UNDERGROUND
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- Sidney Ravenswood
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"THE LADDER LOOKS BETTER. I LIKE 'CROSS-CURRENTS' AND THE FACT
THAT SO FAR IT HAS NOT DUPLICATED ITEMS IN ONE MAGAZINE OR MATTA-
CHINE REVIEW. GENE DAMON'S [1I-YEAR INTEREST IN HOMOSEXUAL LITERA-
TURE SEEMS A LABOR OF LOVE AND ONE HAS TO TAKE ONE'S HAT OFF TO
HER FOR THE THOROUGH COVERAGE OF ALL THE FICTION PUBLISHED, |
LIKED THE NEW PICTURE COVER - AND THE SUB-TITLE ‘A LESBIAN REVIEW'
IS A FORTHRIGHT ADDITION, [V ONE CRITICISM: IF ONLY THE LADDER
HAD THE PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT OF UNIFORM TYPE, EVEN ENDINGS,"

- R, L., NEW YORK

"Have DOB members generally supported the National ivoman's Party?
| CHOSE A MEMBERSHIP THAT COSTS J25 A YEAR, THOUGH ONE CAN JOIN
FOR MUCH LESS. | ALSO JOINED A GROUP CALLED THE MARGARET BRENT
FELLOWSHIP, organized TO PROMOTE GIVING CREDIT TO WOMEN FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS, IN HISTORY BOOKS AND WRITTEN DOCUMENTS GENERALLY.
Dues are only $2 ansually, though | intend making larger contribu-
tions. ALSO I'M DOING WHAT | CAN TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR MARGARET
CHASE SMITH. rniLE | KNOW MY cm EFFORTS ARE INCONSEQUENTIAL ON
THE NATIONAL SCENE, | FEEL THAT TOO MANY WOMEN SIMPLY SHRUG THEIR
SHOULDERS AND ABDICATE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO THEIR OWN SEX."

- A SUBSCRIBER, NEW YORK

g ¢ k

"I ADORE 'GIRL IN A RAINCOAT' ! YOU DEVILS - HOW DID YOU DO IT?"
- B. G., MISSOURI

X L

"THE APRIL COVER IS THE HEIGHT OF TASTE - SUPERB, ELITE, REFINED.
It GIVES THE MAGAZINE THE POLISH IT NEEDS. YOU SHOULD HAVE FOUR
SCORE AND TEN EXCLAMATORY LETTERS ON THIS PROFESSIONAL COVERI

"Some readers still profess that the short stories and poetry are
IMMATURE - BUT | LIKE THEM. | FIND THE POETRY EXCEPTIONAL AND THE
short stories ENTERTAINING, BOTH SMACK OF PROFESSIONALISM. LES-
BIANA IS TOPS AND so ARE THE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. MLLE. ESME'S
ARTICLE ('The Hot Rod Line') was highly amusing. She gave me
QUITE A CHUCKLE - REALLY, | LAUGHED OUT LOUD,

"THE LETTER FROM S. M. OF CALIFORNIA (APRIL) WRITES FALSEHOODS -
BUT GOOD FOR YOU FOR PUBLISHING IT. 'WHAT YOUR LITERARY STAFF
CONSIDERS IN SELECTION ESCAPES THIS WRITER - BUT IT'S PRETTY BAD.'
Tsk tsk. She thinks THE LADDER'S staff has a repertoire of mate-
rial LIKE a TOPNOTCH publisher WITH HIS DESK STACKED FIVE FEET
high with manuscripts? 'FOR MYSELF AND SEVERAL OTHER VIEWS...'
How TYPICAL OF THESE LONE CRABS WHO MUST REINFORCE THEIR POINT OF
VIEW BY DRAGGING IN NON-EXISTENT COLLABORATORS. S. M. CONTINUES
»10 GOOD POEMS AND POSSIBLY J OR 4 SHORT STORIES OF MERIT THIS
PAST YEAR," |IAHAT AN EXCEPTIONAL RECORD, REALLY, FOR SUCH A SMALL
AND UNKNOWN PERIODICAL! SHE GOES ON TO SAY 'THE MAGAZINE BRINGS
HOPE AND JOY TO THE YOUNG-UNS IN FAR AWAY PLACES..." 40-YEAR-OLDS
LIKE ME ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF COSMOPOLITAN SAN FRANCISCO!

"1 GREATLY ENJOYED M. BARROW'S ARTICLE IN APRIL ON THE CELIBATES,
PASSERS, AND NUNS. THIS TYPE OF DIAGNOSIS OF THE LATENT AND ILL-
EDUCATED Lesbian is invaluable to THE LADDER'S American reading
PUBLIC. If American Lesbians could only spend a good year abroad,
THEY'D discover THAT THERE ARE FAR MORE IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE
THAN INTEGRATION AND ACCEPTANCE, IT'S LIKELY THEY'D WANT TO RE-
MAIN AWAY AS EXPATRIATES. TO THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN SOUL-
SEARCHING, SELF-IDENTIFICATION, SELF-SATISFACTION AND AN OVERALL
STATE OF HAPPINESS: FLEE AMERICAN SHORES AND HEAD FOR BROADER
EDUCATIONAL PASTURES IN MORE ADVANCED, CIVILIZED, SOPHISTICATED
LANDS - EUROPE, THE NEAR EAST, NORTHERN AFRICA, SCANDINAVIA!

Integration of the homosexual is just so much talk, | know many
HOMOSEXUALS IN EUROPE WHO ARE THROUGHLY INTEGRATED, AND WHY?
Because they do not make an issue of it. They do not publicize;

THEY do not make SURVEYS; THEY DO NOT GATHER STATISTICS. THEY DO
NOT PROCLAIM THEIR MINORITY AND CRY OUT FOR RECOGNITION AND UNDER-
STANDING. If | HAD THE FUNDS, I'D SET UP SCHOLARSHIPS FOR DROVES

OF American Lesbians to visit abroad!”

- M. G., California



"DIO THE EDITORS REALIZE THAT TWO OF THE SHORT STORIES (*|N THE
Dark* and ’On the Other Side of the Fence') that were published
IN consecutive months (March and April) were quite complementary?
Each explored the after-effects of a heterosexual marriage in

\AHICH A LESBIAN WAS INVOLVED.

e In the Dark' presented fairly the plight of the husband rejected
BY A LESBIAN WIFE, PERHAPS HE WAS SUBCONSCIOUSLY DRAWN TO THIS
TYPE OF WOMAN AND FOREDOOMED TO DISAPPOINTMENT. 'ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE FENCE' PRESENTED WITH EQUAL FORCE THE PLIGHT OF A WIFE
WHO FINDS - OR SUSPECTS - THAT SHE IS A LESBIAN. ARE SHOWN HER
OWN CRUEL FATE - AND THAT OF HER CHILDREN - IN A NON-COMPREHEMTING

HETEROSEXUAL WORLD.

"AS Marilyn Barrow pointed out in her incisive analysis (April) of
‘THE CELIbatel THE PASSER, AND THE NUN," THE PASSER WHO IS OR HAS
BEEN MARRIED MAY BE DEEPLY UNHAPPY AND MAY WREAK HER UNHAPPINESS
ON HUSBAND AND CHILDREN. | HOPE THE LADDER WILL PUBLISH MORE ON
THE MARRIED LESBIAN AND HOW SHE MIGHT RESOLVE HER DILEMMA."

- M. K. R., new Jersey

"Have you seen our competition? The new lesbian magazine from
England, ARENA three, is already first-rate in content despite its
current mimeographed foriil. Its sophisticated iwuoence is like a
BREATH CF FRESH AIR AFTER THE DEAD-EARNEST TONE AND LOGGY PROSE OF
THE American homophile magazines, THE LADDER iS improving - and
JUST (N TIMEI - but STILL COULD TAKE LESSONS FROM THE GAY AND WIN-

SOME English upstart.”

- American Reader

" | WANT TO congratulate YOU ON THE LADDER, which | have BEEN RE-
CEIVING SINCE DECEMBER. SINCE | AM A PROFESSIONAL FREE-LANCE
WRITER AND NEWSPAPER JOURNALIST, | CAN UNDERSTAND THE WORK AND
DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN PUBLICATION AND EDITING - AND ( THINK
THAT EVERYONE CAN BE VERY PROUD. | AM PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY
THE BALANCE IN YOUR SELECTION OF MATERIAL, AND OF COURSE BY ITS

MESSAGE, BEHIND YOUR LITTLE MAGAZINE, | SEE A LOT OF COMMON SENSE
and COURAGE, A PRACTICAL IDEALISM WHICH WE VERY MUCH NEED.

"Another thank-you is due OOB for the book service, | struggled
ALONG WITHOUT IT UNTIL DECEMBER, BUYING THE BOOKS | NEEDED AS
anonymously AS POSSIBLE, ON DISTANT NEWSSTANDS, IN ORDER NOT TO BE
IDENTIFIED LOCALLY, 1 DON'T KNOW THEM PERSONALLY - BUT A CLAP ON
THE BACK AND A BEER ON ME TO YOUR BOOK SERVICE PERSONNEL.

"l am IMPRESSED BY THE SANITY AND SENTIMENT OF BOTH THE LADDER AND
YOUR ORGANIZATION."

- E. N., CHO

EDITOR'S NOTE: THE FOLLOWING LETTER, SENT TO THE NEW YORK TIMES
but NEVER PUBLISHED, IS PRINTED HERE WITH THE WRITER'S PERMISSION.

"TO THE Editor, the new YORK TIMES:

"YOUR ARTICLE ON 'GROWTH OF OVERT HOMOSEXUALITY IN CITY PROVOKES
WIDE Concern' (December |7, 1963) has caused me grave concern, as
A psychologist, | believe THAT MY PROFESSION WOULD WIANT TO GO ON
RECORD AS OPPOSED TO THIS TYPE OF PERSECUTION OF ONE KINO OF HUMAN
BEING, might | ADD THAT AS NEWSPAPERS ARE CONSTITUTED, THE NEW
WTINES IS THE MOST ACCURATE AND THE LEAST HYSTERICAL OF ANY
| HAVE READ. BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO POINT OUT SOME VERY SERIOUS

ERRORS IN YOUR ARTICLE,

"’The PRESENCE OF THE GREATEST HOMOSEXUAL POPULATION IN THE WORLD'
IS A STATEMENT THAT COULD CAUSE HYSTERIA IN THE GENERAL POPULACE,
HOW DO WE KNOW THIS? HOW DO WE KNOW WHO |S OR IS NOT A HOMOSEX-
UAL? the vast MAJORITY OF HOMOSEXUALS GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS
JUST AS ANYONE ELSE DOES. THEY WORK IN YOUR OFFICE, ATTEND YOUR
SICK, REPAIR YOUR TEETH, TRY YOUR LAW SUITS, TEACH YOUR CHILDREN,
and ADMINISTER YOUR GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS. TO COMPARE THESE
SOBER CITIZENS TO THE PSYCHOPATHS WHO CRUISE TIMES SQUARE IS TO
compare all women to THE PROSTITUTES WHO ARE LIKEWdSE SO ENGAGED,
WAE DO NOT KNOW WHO THE HOMOSEXUALS ARE BECAUSE THE GENERAL POPU-
LACE DOES NOT DECLARE ITSELF IN REUTION TO SEX PARTNERS, WE DO
NOT USUALLY INQUIRE INTO PEOPLE’S BED-MATES.



"A STATEMENT SUCH AS THIS CAN ONLY BE HARMFUL. fIE 00 NOT KNOW HOW
MANY HOMOSEXUALS THERE ARE IN THE WORLD NOR WERE THEY CONGREGATE

MOST THICKLY. THE FALSE USE OF STATISTICS CAN ONLY LEAD TO PERSE-
CUTION OF THE QUIET, LAW-ABIDING, DISCRIMINATING HOMOSEXUALS.

"YOU INFER THAT THE N'AFIA IS GAINING CONTROL OF THE GAY BARS. IF
SO, THIS IS NOT THE FAULT OF THE HOMOSEXUALS. IF YOU READ RAYMOND
MARTIN'S FINE BOOK 'REVOLT IN THE MAFIA" YOU WILL FIND THAT THESE
HOODLUMS ALSO CONTROL SOME VERY LEGITIMATE BUSINESSES AND EVEN
SOME LEGISLATORS. TO LINK THE MAFIA WITH HOMOSEXUALITY IS WITCH

HUNTING.

"You WRITE ABOUT 'HOMOSEXUALS AND DEGENERATES' AS THOUGH THEY WERE
SYNONYMOUS. MORE FACTUAL IT IS TO SAY, THERE ARE HOMOSEXUALS WHO
ARE DEGENERATES AND THERE ARE HETEROSEXUALS WHO ARE DEGENERATES.

"YOUR SOURCE OF VALIDATION ABOUT 'CURE' IS FREUDIAN ANALYSIS:

THAT THIS IS A DISEASE THAT CAN BE CURED ON THE PROPER COUCH. &JT
YOU DO NOT QUOTE THE EVIDENCE THAT THIS IS EITHER A DISEASE OR
NEEDS CURE. YOU GIVE NO RESOURCE MATERIAL OR VALIDATED DATA AS TO
WHERE YOU OBTAINED THE NOTION THAT PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY HAS DE-
CIPHERED the MEANING OF HOMOSEXUALITY OR THAT WE HAVE THE SLIGHT-
EST NOTION THAT WE SHOULD CONSIDER 'CURE." HAD THE FREUDIANS
FOUND THE ANSWER, WE MIGHT ALL BE INDULGING IN THAT APPROACH. AS
FAR AS | AM AWARE, THERE HAS BEEN NO CLINICAL DEMONSTRATION OF
THIS ALLEGED WONDER - 'CURE.'" THE BOASTINGS COME FROM BEHIND

CLOSED DOORS.

ul\k) SOBER PSYCHOLOGIST WOULD ASK THAT THE HOMOSEXUAL BE RELIEVED
OF MEETING HIS LEGAL OBLIGATIONS. BUT WHY CANNOT HE BE PERMITTED
TO MEET THESE OBLIGATIONS AS DOES ANY OTHER HUMAN BEING? IF HE
VIOLATES THE LAW, HE SHOULD BE PUNISHED. IF HE SEDUCES CHILDREN,
HE SHOULD LIKEWISE BE PUNISHED - OUST AS A HETEROSEXUAL SHOULD BE.

"klY PLEA AS A SOCIAL SCIENTIST, IS THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL HAS THE
RIGHT TO BE ACCEPTED AS A PERSON OF DIGNITY AS LONG AS HE CONDUCTS
HIMSELF SO. This should pertain to the homosexual AS WELL AS TO

THE HETEROSEXUAL."

- MRS. 1ee R. STEINER, PRESIDENT

Academy of psychologists in Marital counseling
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BOOK SERVICE
feature 1tems...

THE PROBLEM OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN MODERN SOCIETY
an anthology edited by Hendrik M. Ruitenbeck

THE LADDER"S review of this book (April 6") said:

.by far the best buy. . . yet seen on the
subject for the serious reader - a collection of
sixteen reprinted articles, ranging from Freud to
Dr. Evelyn Hooker, from Robert Lindner to Simone
de Beauvoir."” Price $1.95» handling .15

THE LIFE OF RADCLYFFE HALL
by Una, Lady Troubridge

Biographical sketches of the famous writer by her

companion of 28 years. Fascinating anecdotes and
illustrations. Price $°.00, handling .25

TOWARDS A QUAKER VIEW OF SEX

This extraordinary essay, by a group of Friends
in professional positions, calls for a new moral-
ity which values loving relationships rather than
a traditional code of behavior. The long chapter
on homosexuality is especially informative and
understanding. Price $1.25, handling .12

(California residents add 4% sales tax to prices.)

Send orders to: DOB Book Service
1232 Market Street

San Francisco 2, Cal.



