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viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to society.

0  Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.
Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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TABOO TOPICS
Norm an  L .  Fa r b e r o w , e d it o r , n ew  Yo r k , At h e r t o n  Pr e s s , 1963.

S eldo m  d o e s  a  c o l l e c t io n  o f  s t u d ie s  b y  r e p u t a b l e  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  

A MORE e y e - c a t c h in g  T IT LE  THAN TABOO TOPICS, A  MORE TRADITIONAL 

T IT LE  MIGHT BE "ESSAYS ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF RESEARCH AND THE 

ROLE OF THE RESEARCHER IN INVESTIGATIONS OUTSIDE THE MAIN BODY OF 

»RESPECTABLE* SC IEN C E." THE INTRODUCTION G IVES THE PURPOSES OF 

TH IS VOLUME: ( I )  TO DEMONSTRATE THE FE A S IB IL IT Y  OF RESEARCH IN

EMOTION-LADEN AREAS; (2) TO ILLUSTRATE METHODS AND PROCEDURES IN 

SUCH AREAS; (3 ) TO STIMULATE PROFESSIONAL INTEREST IN THESE ARE­

A S; (A) TO HIGHLIGHT CHALLENGING AREAS OF MAN 'S POTENTIAL.

F iv e  o f  t h e  e s s a y s  w ere  o r ig in a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  in  a  s y m p o s iu m  of  t h e  

Am e r ic a n  Ps y c h o l o g ic a l  As s o c ia t i o n . A  s i x t h  p a p e r  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGIST JOURNAL, AND THE REMAINING ESSAYS WERE PRE­

PARED e s p e c ia l l y  f o r  TH IS BOOK.

Th e  r e a d e r  who e x p e c t s  t h e  u su a l  s c i e n t i f i c  s t y l e  m a y  b e  s u r p r is e d

BY THE INFORMALITY OF THE F IR ST  PAPERS. THEY WERE ORIGINALLY PRE­

SENTED AS SYMPOSIUM SPEECHES WHERE THE USE OF THE F IR ST  PERSON, 

A S ID ES, AND UNDOCUMENTED REFERENCES TO OTHER RESEARCH ARE ACCEP­

TABLE. Th e  r e m a in in g  p a p e r s  a r e  m o re  f o r im l  and  m o re  c o m pr e h e n ­

s i v e . St y l i s t i c a l l y , t h i s  c o l l e c t io n  i s  a n  e x c i t in g  p o t p o u r r i,

Gordon  a l l p o r t . Ha r v a r d  Pr o f e s s o r  o f  Ps y c h o l o g y , s u g g e s t s  in  t h e  

forew ord  t h a t  t h e  st r e n g t h  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  Ta b o o s  a g a in s t  in v e s t ig a ­

t in g  t h e  t o p ic s  in  t h i s  bo o k  m ig h t  b e  RANKED, FROM MOST FORBIDDEN 

TO LEAST, IN TH IS ORDER: PARAPSYCHOLOGY, GRAPHOLOGY, RELIG ION,

h y p n o s i s , a n d  PO L IT IC S , THE OTHER TOPICS TREATED HERE -  SEX, S U I­

C ID E , AND DEATH -  MEET WITH GREATER SO C IAL THAN SC IE N T IF IC  TABOOS.

SCHNEIDMAN'S p a p e r  ON SU IC ID E  IS  THE ONLY ONE WHICH DEALS WITH THE 

PROBLEMS OF TABOOS IN GENERAL. RESEARCH IN ALL TABOO AREAS SHARES 

THREE FACTORS, HE CLAIMS: ( I )  THE TOPIC IS  OF SOCIAL CONCERN AND 

HAS EMOTIONAL IMPACT; (2) THE INVESTIGATOR IS  SUSPECT; AND (3) 

SPEC IAL  METHODOLOGY PROBLEMS ARE FACED IN OBTAINING RELIABLE DATA.

Th e  TABOO ON SU IC ID E  APPLIES TO THE THOUGHT AND THE ACTION, BUT 

NOT TO THE D ISCUSSION OF THE TOPIC. ONE BIBLIOGRAPHY ON SU IC ID E  

L ISTED  2 ,000  T IT LES  PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1837 AND 1937. ( IN CONTRAST

TO TH IS  FREE DISCUSSION OF SU IC ID E , ONLY F IV E  PSYCHOLOGISTS HAD 

PUBLISHED NOTEWORTHY DATA ON HUMAN SEXUAL BEHAVIOR PRIOR TO 1940, 

ACCORDING TO WARDELL B ,  POMEROY.)

SCHNEIDMAN FINDS NO ACCEPTABLE EVIDENCE THAT THE RATE OF SU IC ID E  

AMONG HOMOSEXUALS IS  GREATER THAN AMONG HETEROSEXUALS; HE BELIEVES 

THE TABOOS AGAINST SU IC ID E  DO SERVE TO DECREASE ITS OCCURRENCE;

HE F IN DS THAT MOST SU IC IDAL INDIVIDUALS ARE SU IC IDAL ONLY BRIEFLY 

AND EVEN THEN ARE HIGHLY AMBIVALENT; HE SUGGESTS THAT IDENTIF ICA­

TION TECHNIQUES AND AGENCY SERVICES CAN PREVENT MANY SU IC ID ES.

H IS  OBJECTIVITY BREAKS DOWN ONLY ONCE: "WE ARE AGAINST SU IC ID E ."

On e  WISHES i t  h a d  d o n e  so  m o r e î Th e  q u e s t io n  o f  why s u i c i d e  i s  

DEVALUED IN TH IS SOCIETY AND UPHELD IN OTHERS WAS NOT D ISCUSSED.

F E IF E L 'S  p a p e r  CHRONICLES H IS  PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN TRYING TO 

INVESTIGATE THE ATTITUDES OF DYING HOSPITAL PATIENTS TOWARD DEATH. 

He  ILLUSTRATES THE ANTAGONISM HE MET AS THE MEDICAL HIERARCHY RE­

FUSED HIM PERMISSION AT EVERY TURN AND HE ALSO PRESENTS THE PLIGHT 

OF THE RESEARCHER FACING H IS  OWN EMOTIONS AS HE CONTEMPLATES THE 

"UNCONTEMPLATABLE" -  DEATH. SOME OF THE IMPLICATIONS HE DERIVED 

FROM H IS  EFFORTS ARE: (1 ) DEATH IS  IN THE UNITED STATES A TABOO

SUBJECT, SURROUNDED BY DISAPPROVAL AND SHAME, AND ALMOST TOTALLY 

NEGLECTED BY SC IEN T ISTS (NOT ONE PSYCHOLOGY TEXTBOOK YET INCLLOES 

ANY D ISCUSSION OF DEATH); (2 ) PHYSIC IANS THINK LESS ABOUT DEATH 

BUT ARE MORE AFRAID OF IT THAN ARE NON-PHYSICIANS; (3 ) WHILE THE 

MAJORITY OF PHYSIC IANS (6̂  -  9 (^ ) DO NOT TELL PATIENTS WHEN THEIR 

CONDITION IS  TERMINAL, THE MAJORITY OF PATIENTS WANT

TO BE TOLD AND TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS DEATH FREELY.

In  DOUGLAS* PAPER ON RELIG ION, THE PERIOD FROM I9OO TO 1924 IS  

CHARACTERIZED AS A PROMISING INFANCY IN WH ICH WILL I AM JAMES AND 

OTHERS APPEARED TO BE LEADING THE WAY FOR A SUCCESSFUL ENTRY OF 

RELIGION INTO PSYCHOLOGY AND V ICE VERSA. THE NEXT 23 YEARS WERE A 

PERIOD OF STAGNATION AND WITHDRAWAL, FOLLOWED AFTER WORLD IVAR I I  

BY RENEWED INTEREST. Th E AUTHOR CONCLUDES THAT RELIG ION REMAINS 

A TABOO TOPIC IN SOCIAL SCIENCE THOUGH THERE IS  L ITTLE REASON IT 

SHOULD. Do u g l a s , a  p r o f e s s o r  o f ’p sy c h o lo g y  of  r e l ig io n , m a y  b e  

B IASED  AGAINST CONSIDERING THE P O SS IB IL IT Y  THAT FEW SC IEN T ISTS 

F i r e  RELIG ION A CAPTIVATING TOPIc' f OR SC IEN T IF IC  STUDY!



Ga r d n e r  Mu r p h y  w r it e s  c o g en t ly  -  b u t  too  b r ie f l y  -  a b o u t  p a r a p s y ­

c h o lo g y . He  s u g g e s t s  t o  p a r a p s y c h o l o g is t s  in t e r e s t e d  in  b r in g in g  

TH IS  f i e l d  m o r e  SOLIDLY INTO THE DOMAIN OF RESPECTABLE SC IENCE: 

PARAPSYCHOLOGI CAL INVESTIGATION MUST BE EXPERIMENTAL; THE METHOD­

OLOGY SHOULD BE L IKE  THAT CURRENTLY USED BY OTHER PSYCHOLOGISTS, 

TO FAC IL ITATE  COMMUNICATION; PARAMETERS SUCH AS MOTIVATION AND 

PERCEPTUAL THRESHOLD USED IN THE STUDY OF NORMAL BEHAVIOR MUST BE 

e m p h a s iz e d ; c o o p e r a t io n  in  RESEARCH EFFORTS WITH OTHER SC IEN T ISTS 

IS  NECESSARY. THE DELIGHTFUL FLAVOR OF MURPHY'S WRITING IS  SHOWN 

IN TH IS QUOTE: "V *€REAS MY COLLEAGUES WHO WORK IN (SEX, SU IC ID E ,

d e a t h ) a r e . . . CONCERNED WITH THINGS WITH WHICH DECENT PEOPLE DO 

NOT DEAL, I AM CONCERNED WITH THINGS THAT DO NOT EVEN E X IS T . "

Ant h o n y  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  g ra ph o lo g y  w i l l  o n e  d a y  b e  an  in t e g r a l  p a r t

OF PSYCHODIAGNOSIS REGARDLESS OF OBSTACLES. HE SAYS THE UNITED 

S t a t e s  h a s  a  d e a r t h  o f  p s y c h o l o g is t s  who know  eno ugh  a b o u t  g r a ­

ph o lo g y  TO INVESTIGATE IT . GRAPHOLOGY IS  THEREFORE EXCLUDED FROM 

OUR UNIVERSITY CURRICULUMS. BES IDES A LACK OF TRAINED INVESTIGA­

TORS, WE HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF FRAUDULENT GRAPHOLOGICAL INFORMATION 

WHICH FLOURISHES IN THE HANDS OF CHARLATANS. ANTHONY ACCEPTS UN­

CRIT ICALLY THE Germ a n  r e s e a r c h  in  g r a ph o lo g y  an d  p l e a d s  t h a t  

TRANSLATION OF MUCH OF TH IS WORK WOULD FAC IL ITATE THE ADVANCE OF 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS INTO ACCEPTED METHODS OF BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT.

Th e  d e v o t e e  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y t ic  o r ie n t a t io n  w i l l  f in d  much  to  p r a i s e  

IN W ATKIN 'S t r e a t m e n t  o f  HYPNOSIS. THE NON-OEVOTEE MAY WONDER 

ABOUT TH IS AUTHOR’S  PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT WITH HYPNOSIS AND W ILL 

FIND L ITTLE  ELSE TO PONDER IN T H IS  PAPER.

Osg o o d  p r o v id e s  a n  in n e r  v ie w  o f  how  h e , a n  e x p e r im e n t a l  p s y c h o l ­

o g is t , BECAME AN AVID PEACENIK. HE ELABORATES H IS  VIEW OF THE 

ROLE THE PSYCHOLOGIST OUGHT TO TAKE IN INTERNATIONAL A FFA IRS. THE 

FACT THAT AN ESSAY ON PEACE OCCURS IN A VOLUME OF TABOO TOPICS 

MUST G IVE US ALL PAUSE.

Wa r d e l l  Po m e r o y , o f  K in s e y  s t u d ie s  f a m e , a n d  Ev e l y n  h o o k e r , of  

UCLA, b o t h  d e a l  w it h  s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s e x u a l  

b e h a v io r . Pom ero y  p o in t s  to  t h e  s a m p l in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s , p r o b l e m s  

o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n , in t e r v ie w  co n t ro l  f a c t o r s , l e g a l  p r o b l e m s , a n d  

THE d i f f i c u l t i e s  IN OBTAINING SUITABLE INTERVIEWERS, HE SCORNS 

"THE LUNATIC FRINGE OF PSELDOSC IENTISTS" WHO THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE 

FH. D. a n d  M. D. d e g r e e s  ALSO HAVE "CRACKPOT" IDEAS.

Ho o k e r ' s  e s s a y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o st  s t im u l a t in g  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to

T H IS  BOOK. Sh e  EXPLAINS THAT THE RESEARCHER IS  OFTEN IN  THE M ID ­

DLE OF FACTIONS AND MUST RES IST  PRESSURE FROM BOTH S ID E S . THOSE 

INVESTIGATING HOMOSEXUALITY ARE UNDER PRESSURE FROM HOMOSEXUALS TO 

"PLEAD THEIR CASE IN THE COMMUNITY, TO HELP CHANGE THE UW B, TO 

HELP CHANGE SOCIAL ATTITUDES. . . ON THE OTHER HAND, COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATIONS ARE CONSTANTLY SEEKING ADVICE ON HOW TO PREVENT AND 

CURE HOMOSEXUALITY," SHE GOES ON TO POINT OUT THAT THE " IN V E S T I­

GATOR'S PROFESSIONAL CAREER AND H IS  PROFESSIONAL REWARDS AND SUP­

PORT COME FROM t h e  URGER SO C IETY,"

Th ro u g h o u t , h o o ker  e m p h a s iz e s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y

ACROSS t o p ic s , SHE OBSERVES ALSO THAT MORE ADVANCED PROBINGS W ILL 

HAVE IMPACT ON MANY F IELD S OF STUDY. "WITH INCREASING AMOUNTS OF 

DATA, IT BECOMES POSSIBLE TO FORMUUTE THEORETICAL PROBLEMS OF 

C R IT ICAL S IG N IF ICANCE FOR ALL THE BEHAVIORAL SC IEN C ES." THE TERM 

"C R IT IC A L  S IG N IF ICANCE" SEEMS TO BE THE KEY TERM HERE. HOOKER 

ENDS BY EVALUATING THE ROLE OF THE SEX RESEARCHER AS ONE CONTRIB­

UTING TO THE POOL OF INFORMATION ON DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, ABOUT WHICH 

CRUCIAL PUBLIC OPINION IS  BEING FORMED, CRUCIAL LEGAL DECISIONS 

ARE BEING MADE. "TO DEGRADE OR TO D IG N IFY ; TO CREATE DESPAIR OR 

HOPE; TO TREAT OR TO PUNISH -  THE ALTERNATIVES ARE TOO OFTEN 

SHARPLY DRAWN. THE RESEARCHER FINOS DEEP, ENDURING SATISFACTION 

IN A CONTRIBUTION TO SUCH A FATEFUL D ISC U SS IO N ,"

Th i s  i s  a  p r o v o c a t iv e  bo o k , ea c h  c f  t h e  c o n t r ib u t o r s  h a s  t r ie d  to

THINK H IS  WAY TO SC IEN T IF IC ALLY  ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF CONDUCTING 

in v e s t ig a t io n  in  a n  EMOTION-CHARGED AREA. THE READER IS  CONSTANT­

LY CHALLENGED TO SET ASIDE  H IS  OWN EMOTIONAL B IA S , TO EXAMINE IN 

THE COLD STATEMENT OF PRINT WHAT MAY BE H IS  OWN TABOO TOPIC.

-  Re v ie w e d  b y  d . k ,

RETRACTION

WE WISH TO APOLOGIZE, HUMBLY, TO OUR READERS FOR AN ERROR WHICH 

APPEARED IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF THE LADDER. AUTHORSHIP OF THE 

SECOND POEM ON PAGE 23 WAS ERRONEOUSLY STATED. CREDIT FOR THOSE 

L IN ES SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN DCN BLANDING. WE HOPE MR. BLANDING 'S 

FOLLOWERS, ESPECIALLY W ILL BE TOLERANT OF OUR MISTAKE.



YOU Are Invited...

EXPECT EXCITING TALK a t  the P ub lic  Forum of the th i r d  b i ­e n n ia l convention of the Daughters of B l l l t l s ,  I n c . ,  to  be 
h e ld  In  New York C ity  a t  the Barblzon P laza Hotel on June 
20 th , I96U. A ll men and women over 21 are  in v i te d .
h e a r _Dr. V/ardell B, Pomeroy, co -au tho r o f "Sexual Beha­v io r  in  the  Human Fem ale," o f fe r  some sp ecu la tio n s  about DOB's new r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  as seen a t  THE 

threshold OF THE FUTURE -  theme of th is  convention
— Dr. Ralph H. Gundlach preview te n ta t iv e  fin d in g s  from h is  c u rre n t re se a rch  on female hom osexuality
- -  Rev. Robert W. Wood, m in is te r  and au th o r of "C h ris t and the Homosexual," d e l iv e r  a luncheon address
— Donald Webster Cory o f fe r  a preview of h is  l a t e s t  

book, "The Lesbian In  America"
__ The Honorable Robert V eit Sherwln, a u th o r i ty  on le g is la t io n  in  s o c ia l  problem a re a s , d iscu ss  new asp ec ts  of sexual freedom w ith  re fe ren ce  to  the recommendations o f the Commission fo r  the Study of 

the  New York S ta te  Penal Code
AND LISTEN TO THE WOMEN« Mrs, Lee S te in e r , p sy c h o lo g is t, 
au th o r m arriage co u n se lo r, and m oderator o f the rad io  program PSYCHOLOGICALLY SPEAKING; F lorence D eS an tis . Fash­ion  E d ito r  fo r  B e ll S yndlated: Adele Kenyon, au th o r and a u th o r i ty  on speedy ways to  a trimmer f ig u r e , w i ll  d iscuss 
w ith  w r i te r  Je ss  S te a m  the p rov ocative  q u estio n ;FEMININITY -  WHAT IS IT?
BUT THIS IS ONLY HALF THE CONVENTION STORY« The o th e r h a l f  o f the program w il l  fe a tu re  eq u a lly  prom inent guest sp eak ers . Inc lu d in g  Dr. E rn est van den Haag, s o c io lo g is t .  Dr. G erald S abath , p sy c h o lo g is t. Rev. C. Edward Egan, J r . ,  
and o th e rs .
Convention bu sin ess  se ss io n s  ( f o r  members o f  DC®) w il l  be h e ld  on Sunday June 21 and con tinued , as may be necessa ry , on Monday, In  the New York C h ap te r 's  spacious new s u i te .
RESERVATIONS FOR ENTIRE PROGRAM INCLUDINGLUNCHEON, BANQUET, AND PUBLIC FORUM.................................$ 17.00
Send your check now to  Daughters o f B l l l t l s ,  I n c , ,  S u ite  
108, 1232 Market S t r e e t ,  San F rancisco  2, C a lifo rn ia .

Rebuttal to
LIVING
PROPAGANDA

I n  response to  the "Each One T e ll One" p le a , here Is  the 
experience o f someone who d id .
This one. In  f a c t ,  to ld  many -  and was naive enough to  beg in  w ith her m other. She to ld  not only because she had never kep t any se c re ts  from h er mother b e fo re , bu t a lso  because she was Im pelled by th a t  generous impulse to  share the Joy common to  lo v e rs  - and th is  was h er f i r s t  love.Six years l a t e r  h e r  mother attem pted su ic id e . While i t  Is  
g e n e ra lly  agreed th a t  su ic id e  i s  a complex phenomenon not e a s i ly  pinned down to  a sim ple c a u se -e ffe c t equation  - and th e re  were. In  f a c t ,  many o th e r  p o ss ib le  causal fa c to rs  Involved in  th i s  In stan ce  -  n ev e rth e le ss  the nagging, gnawing qu estio n  continues to  plague th is  one: "v/as raym isguided re v e la t io n  the p ro v e rb ia l straw  th a t  broke the 
cam el's back?"
But w a it, th e re ’ s more -  I t  d id n 't  stop  th e re . No, i n ­deed, th i s  one a lso  to ld  h er s i s t e r  w ith whom she had a l ­
ways been c lo se . That s i s t e r  l a t e r  came to  hate  h e r and used the knowledge to  ta u n t and In s u l t  her In  f ro n t o f o th e r  fam ily  members who had no t been to ld . Again, o ther fa c to rs  were Invo lved, bu t - who knows?
Not s a t i s f i e d  w ith th is  laudab le  record  (o f  cou rse , the u ltim a te  consequences had not y e t m anifested  them selves and th is  one was s t i l l  "g reen "), she to ld  a couple of male co-v;orkers, one o f whom was a t t r a c te d  to  her p h y s ic a lly . The ex p ec ta tio n  here was th a t  th is  knowledge would cool him o f f  and enable them a l l  to  be buddies. I t  d id n 't .  In  f a c t ,  th is  seemed to  add sp ice  to  the d ish  and the c o u r t­ship  ’was in te n s i f i e d ,  w ith a l l  r e s t r a i n t s  o f co u rtesy  now considered  unnecessary . F o r tu n a te ly , a l l  th ree  were p a r ­ted  ab ru p tly  In  a m erc ifu l gen era l p la n t la y -o f f  -  or who 
can say what the outcome would have been?
One more word o f wisdom before you t r y  I t  on your own.This one a lso  to ld  a f r ie n d . That f r ie n d  appeared to  be a s o p h is t ic a te d  l i b e r a l  -  one who had done Ju s t about ev e ry th in g . She l a t e r  confessed to  a mutual f r ie n d  who passed I t  on to  th is  one, "I was never so shocked and r e ­v o lted  in  my l i f e . "  T h is , d e sp ite  the fa c t  th a t  th is  one had thought her I d e n t i ty  as a p ra c t i s in g  homosexual so obvious th a t  she n e e d n 't even have bo thered to  openly



acknowledge i t .  But she gave i t  a name -  th a t  i s  the d i f ­fe re n c e . "Homosexual," "Lesbian" -  d i r t y  words, J u s t l ik e  o th e r  la b e ls  or s te re o ty p e s , "N igger," "K ike," "Wop," e tc .
Here vie have i t .  We've come f u l l  c i r c le  'ro u n d . G ranted, a most form idable b a r r ie r  to  the acceptance o f the homo­sexual i s  the re lu c tan ce  o f the le s s  obvious ones to  wear the badge, to  own the  la b e l .  As long as we r e fu s e , our breed w il l  be id e n t i f i e d  by the o b jec tio n ab le  c h a r a c te r is ­t i c s  o f  the d ik e s , the stomping hu tch es , the queens, e tc .  And y e t ,  d e sp ite  the i d e a l i s t i c  p reach ings of many who seek to  lu re  the sa fe  ones out o f h id in g , I  say from ex­p e r ie n c e , "Come out and be counted , i f  -  and only i f  -  you a re  w ill in g  to  be a m a r ty r ."
Ten years o f compulsive candor have taugh t me th i s  le sso n  -  and I ,  fo r  one, no lo ng er a d v e r t is e . I  l iv e  as I choose and f in d  th a t  an amazing la t i tu d e  o f b iz a rre  be­h av io r I s  to le r a te d  by the community. J u s t  d o n 't  give i t  a name.
In  c lo s in g , I  c i t e  the re a c tio n  o f my mother to  my w e ll-  meaning re v e la t io n s . As long as I  only to ld  h e r th a t  I loved a woman, a l l  was sweet and lo v e ly . I t  was on ly  when I  c a lle d  m yself a le s b ia n  th a t  she was shocked and in c re d ­u lou s.

- The Turncoat
The E d ito r  welcomes m anuscrip ts d e sc r ib in g  perso n a l "L iving Propaganda" experiences - favo rab le  or o therw ise .

0 p ix ie  faceyou c a rry  fa n ta s ie s  to  me
I  walk w ith peacocks 

wearing spangled tr a in s
The wind sings

and the n ig h t speaks s o f t ly  to  my h e a r t
D esire  i s  a golden chain around my th ro a t
I  cup my handsand a thousand blossoms f a l l  from the t r e e s
0 p ix ie  faceyou c a rry  fa n ta s ie s  to  me

-  Joan James

Cross-currents

LIFE and LOOK magazines are hu rry ing  to  ca tch  up with MAC­LEAN’ S rec e n t r é p e r to r ia i  coverage o f the homosexual in  so c ie ty  - though i t ' s  hard to  b e liev e  e i th e r  can outdo the sp len d id ly  fair-m inded Canadian w rite -u p . Some DOB mem­bers have been in terv iew ed by LIFE. Dates o f p u b lic a tio n  in  both American magazines are as y e t unknown.
Meantime, LIFE (A p ril 10, 1964) o ffe rs  us s e le c tio n s  from A MOVEABLE FEAST. I t  i s  the f i r s t  posthumously published  work o f E rn es t Hemingway and in c lu des humorous anecdotes 
about G ertrude S te in  and h e r f r ie n d  A lice B. Toklas. ( I s  th a t  A lice  b rin g in g  in  the fe a s t  In  one photograph?)
Another homophlle group has sprung to  l i f e ,  th is  one In  Vancouver. The A sso c ia tion  fo r  S o c ia l Knowledge, o r ASKÎ, i s  an o rg an iza tio n  o f men and women devoted to  educating  the homosexual and the p u b lic . Those in te r e s te d  w rite  to : 
ASK’ 3813 West 15 th , Vancouver, B. C. (c /o  McKinnon).
Ted M cllvenna, s o c io lo g is t  and M ethodist m in is te r . Is  sponsoring a conference In  the San F rancisco  Bay a rea  from May 30 to  June 2 between re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f homophlle and r e lig io u s  groups. DOB members w il l  Jo in  in  the r e t r e a t ­l ik e  m eeting which alms a t  e s ta b lis h in g  b e t te r  understand­ing  between homosexuals and organized r e l ig io n .
The American C iv il L ib e r t ie s  Union I s  supporting  the ap­
p ea l o f Ralph Ginzburg who was sentenced l a s t  f a l l  to  5 years In  p r iso n  and a $28,000 f in e  on obscen ity  charges by a F ederal D i s t r i c t  C ourt. ACLU s ta te s  i t  i s  not passing  Judgement on o r endorsing EROS magazine, LIAISON NEWSLET­TER, or o th e r Ginzburg p u b lic a tio n s . "We b e liev e  th a t under th e  F i r s t  Amendment guaran tee o f f ree  exp ression  any k ind  o f p u b lic a tio n  may be pub lished  re g a rd le ss  of i t s  c o n ten t. P u b lic a tio n  can be h a l te d  only i f  i t  I s  shown th a t  the m a te r ia l in  qu estio n  c re a te s  a c le a r  and p resen t danger o f causing . In  a normal a d u lt ,  behavior which has v a l id ly  been made crim inal by s t a t u te .  To our knowledge, no such evidence was p resen ted  in  the Ginzburg c a se ."
I t ' s  a boy -  or I s  I t  a g i r l?  Viewers a t  the Nina R icc i sa lo n  In  P a ris  applauded on January 28 as a model stepped out wearing a ta i lo r e d  tweed Jack e t, w hite s h i r t ,  grey f la n n e l s k i r t  w ith  tro u se r  p le a ts  and a c u f f ,  and a tin y  b e re t worn down to  the le v e l o f one eyebrow. Next came m asculine c o a ts ,  s u i t s ,  d inner s u i t s ,  and at-home o u t f i t s .  Fashion ex p erts  ag ree , a g i r l  can hard ly  look too much l ik e  a boy these days.



R E P O R T S

San Francisco: Homophiles and Neatniks

Mr. Ted M cllvenna, a M ethodist m in is te r  and D ire c to r  o f th e  Young A dult P ro je c t In  San F ran c isco , gave voice to  h is  views on "The R e la tio n sh ip  o f the Homophile to  the L a rg e r Community" on February 21 a t  a p u b lic  d iscu ss io n  m eeting sponsored by the San F rancisco  Chapter of DOB.
Perhaps Mr. Mcllvenna*s fe e lin g s  can b e s t be expressed by h is  s ta tem en t th a t  the people who annoy him most a re  those 
who, when In trod uced , say "I am a homosexual" in s te a d  of "How do you do?" The r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f the homophile to  th e  community a t  la rg e  Is  the same as th a t  of any o th e r member: to  be the b e s t p o ss ib le  person he can , to  makethe b e s t  I d e n t i f ic a t io n  he can as a human being .
A lthough man i s  no t an economic u n i t ,  our s o c ie ty  tends to  make him th in k  o f h im se lf in  th a t  l i g h t ,  acco rd ing  to  Mr. M cllvenna. S e c u r ity , m a te r ia l s e c u r i ty ,  becomes the im­p o r ta n t goal in  l i f e  fo r  many. In to  th is  ca teg o ry  f a l l  th e  "n e a tn ik s ,"  Mr. Mcllvenna*s term fo r  people whose l iv e s  are  so we11-organized  they  w ill  no t allow  them selves to  become Involved w ith anyth ing o r anyone o u ts id e  th e i r  own p a r t i c u la r  frame o f re fe re n c e . They are  con ten t w ith t h e i r  " l i t t l e  boxes" and are  not w illin g  to  pay the p r ic e  n ecessa ry  to  show concern fo r  the  p l ig h t  of o th e r human 
b e in g s .
Mr. Mcllvenna went on to  say th a t  lo n e lin e s s  a r is e s  from our I n a b i l i t y  to  r e la te  to-i o th e r  human b e in g s . A study  in  
San F ran cisco  in d ic a te d  th a t  55^ of the people th e re  d id  no t have a f r ie n d  -  someone who cared  fo r  them as in d iv id ­u a ls .  He s a id  mankind has fou r s p e c if ic  needs to  s a t i s f y :(1) the  need fo r  Intim acy -  c lo seness (In c lu d in g  sexual in tim acy) w ith  ano th er human b e in g , the a b i l i t y  to  give and take w ithout mutual cannibalism

(2) the  need fo r  id e n t i ty  -  answers to  the q u estio n  "Who am I? "(3) the need fo r  an Ideology -  a frame o f b e l ie f  in  a changing world(4) the need fo r  g e n e ra t iv l ty  -  an understanding  of the ongoing purpose o f mankind.
The Young A dult P ro je c t i s  d ire c te d  toward he lp in g  the 
young c i t i z e n  r e a l iz e  th a t  he i s  p a r t  of the human commu­n i ty .  Mr Mcllvenna has found th a t  hom osexuals, e sp e c i­a l l y  male hom osexuals, a re  e th n o c e n tr ic . They a re  ab le  to  r e l a t e  only to  o th e r homosexuals. In  any community which

I d e n t i f i e s  i t s e l f  as a sub-group o r a m in o rity , e sp e c ia lly  a m il i ta n t  m in o rity , th e re  i s  a tendency toward "party  lo y a lty "  f i r s t  and o th e r  Id e n t i f ic a t io n s  l a t e r ,  i f  a t  a l l .  Mr. Mcllvenna added th a t  th is  k ind  o f a t t i tu d e  i s  not lim ite d  to  homosexuals.
Mr. Mcllvenna a lso  decried  the "m aturity  k ick " which seems to  be an obsession  In  our so c ie ty . Everyone i s  supposed to  be "m ature, w e ll-a d ju s te d ."  He found f a u l t  not w ith m a tu rity  I t s e l f  bu t w ith  what seems to  be s o c ie ty 's  c u r­
re n t d e f in i t io n  of m a tu rity ; conform ity.
During the q u es tio n  and answer p e r io d , Mr Mcllvenna po in ted  ou t th a t  the homosexual must not use s o c ie ty 's  un­w illin g n ess  to  id e n t i fy  w ith  a sub-group as an excuse fo r h is  not try in g  to  e s ta b lis h  ra p p o rt w ith  a l l  people.
A pprecia tive  la u g h te r  g ree ted  Mr. M cllvenna's c lo s in g  r e ­mark th a t  h is  audience d if fe re d  from most la d le s ' groups 
in  only one re sp e c t -  they looked more I n te l l ig e n t .

-  Laurie M ansfield

Boston: Jess S te a m  M a kes  C O N T A C T

Je s s  S te a m , au tho r o f  THE 5RAPEVINE, was a recen t guest on Bob Kennedy's C o n tac t. a 90“ralnute con versa tio n  program a ire d  by rad io  s ta t io n  WBZ o f Boston. S te a m  o ffe red  h is  views on to d a y 's  le s b ia n , h e r custom s, and h e r psychology. Also heard were a C atho lic  p r i e s t - p s y c h ia t r i s t ,  a Method­i s t  m in is te r ,  a New York p sy ch o lo g is t-p sy ch o an a ly st, and the p re s id e n t of the New York Chapter of the Daughters of 
B l l l t l s .  The guests o th e r than Jess  S team  were I n te r ­viewed by te leph one. L is te n e rs  to  the b roadcast were i n ­v ite d  to  c a l l  in  and a i r  t h e i r  own op in ion s.
D r. Harold Creenwald, the p sy ch o lo g is t-p sy ch o an a ly st, men­tio n ed  c u rre n t p s y c h ia tr ic  th e o r ie s  concerning the causes of hom osexuality and ended by s ta t in g  em phatica lly  th a t  i t  "can be cu red ,"  F ather John McCall, the C atho lic  p r i e s t -  p s y c h ia t r i s t ,  remarked on the hom osexual's moral resp on­s i b i l i t i e s .  He sa id  th a t  hom osexuality I s  a n eu ro tic  de­v ia t io n ,  and th a t  I t  I s  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  a homosexual to  lead  a moral l i f e  because of the tem p tation  p resen ted  to  him.
He in d ic a te d  no t a l l  homosexuals could be cured and th a t  fo r  the in c u ra b le s , c e lib acy  was perhaps the only moral 
answ er. He admonished th a t  C h ris tia n s  should be "kind and re sp e c tfu l"  toward the homosexual. His advice was th a t the homosexual should "get help" in  o rder to  l iv e  "a f u l l ,  normal fam ily  l i f e . "  Reverend Edward Egan, a M ethodist



m in is te r  from Long I s la n d , s tr e s s e d  th a t  to  la b e l  a person  a homosexual I s  to  presuppose th a t  th a t  I s  a l l  he I s ,  when a c tu a l ly  h is  hom osexuality I s  b u t one fa c e t of h is  b e ing . > Rev. Egan concluded by saying th a t  th e re  I s  In  h is  church a p lace  fo r  p e rso n s . re g a rd le s s  o f  sex o r ie n ta t io n .
The rem aining gu est In terv iew ed by telephone was the p re s ­id e n t  o f the Kcw York Chapter o f DOB, I d e n t i f ie d  only as S h ir le y . When asked by Kennedy why she was w ill in g  to  p a r t i c ip a te  In  th e  program , S h ir le y  r e p lie d  she b e lie v e s  
th a t  the  more people know about hom osexuality , the le s s  d i f f i c u l t y  the homosexual w i l l  enco un te r. She was given too l i t t l e  time fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  p re se n ta tio n  and no op­p o r tu n ity  to  re fu te  S te a m 's  assessm ent o f DOB as having 
l i t t l e  or no Impact on the f i e l d . "
S te a m  seemed in te r e s te d  In  drawing a t te n t io n  to  h is  book. He r e i te r a te d  some unsupported In fo rm ation  given In  h is  
book -  fo r  ex8unple, he mentioned th a t  the means of recog­n i t io n  used by le sb ia n s  in c lu de  c e r ta in  eyebrow s ig n a ls  and c e r ta in  co lo r  d resses  on s p e c if ic  days of the week. S te a m  a lso  quoted f ig u re s  w ithou t c r e d it in g  the source or q u es tio n in g  the r e l i a b i l i t y  o f the In fo rm ation  -  fo r  exam­
p le ,  he s ta te d  not once bu t se v e ra l tim es th a t  nine out 
of ten  homosexual women" show b isex u a l p a t te r n s ,
Kennedy and S te a m  rep ea ted ly  used such words and phrases as "blam e," "problem ," " c r i t i c a l  e f f e c t  on the f a m i ly , ' "m u ltip ly in g ,"  and "ought to  be doing something about I t .
F in a lly  one l i s t e n e r  who c a lle d  In  s a id , " I f  two women are  
happy and a re  no t d is tu rb in g  anybody. . . I  want to  know why they  a r e n 't  ju s t  l e f t  a lo n e ."  S te a m  re p lie d  th a t  they  a r e ,  bu t " I f  th is  goes ahead and keeps going, I  don t  know w h at's  going to  happen to  the American fam ily ."

-  P. G.

CITY'S NIGHT
Smoke e n c irc le s  the moon.S ta rs  pepper the  n ig h t.R iv a lin g  the C i ty 's  l i g h ts  
For lo v e rs ' g lan ces .R e s tle s s  s t r e e t s ,  warmed by Neon, Nourished by p e o p le 's  la u g h te r .Beckon the la te - s le e p e r s  To rendezvous w ith N ight,And N ight, d ressed  In  sh in in g  sp an g les. 
P iro u e tte s  fo r  a l l  to  se e . . .S p in s , tu rn s , p ran ces , pau ses. . ,Then l in g e rs  to  w ait fo r  Day.

-  B i l l i e  T allm lj

coe ÎM t 3 n d
cUm eM ûùut____ by Blanche Small

The b ig  old v au d ev ille  backdrop looked faded; the canvas was cracked and cu rled  a t  the edges. The remains o f a b r ig h t ,  o v e r-d e ta ile d  s t r e e t  In  exaggerated p ersp ec tiv e  could s t i l l  be seen , and the sh a rp ly -reced in g  s to re  f ro n ts  s t i l l  s la n te d  suddenly away in to  the d is ta n c e . P la t  g e ra ­niums bloomed in  the; converging upper windows and, down­s ta g e , the pa ln ted -on  lamppost rea red  I t s  Jaunty TIMES 
SQUARE s ig n . I
A gainst the p a ln ted -o n  c e l l a r  door o f S chu ltz ' Id e a l D e lic a te sse n , two o ld  paper d o lls  drooped beside  the grey face o f a paln ted -on  tra s h  can, p ick in g  over what was l e f t  
of the w orld.
The one named Eugenia had a rumpled le g  and the o th e r  was 
adorned w ith  only h a l f  a h a t . Both f e l t  as f l a t  and empty, as dry and du sty , as the scene behind them.
"Now In  the beg in n in g ,"  in toned  the f l a t ,  p re te n tio u s  p a p e r-d o ll v o ice , "the world was f l a t  -  In  f a c t  Ju s t as f l a t  as i t  I s  now -  Ju s t as f l a t  as we a re .
"But around the  time o f a man c a lle d  Columbus, and fo r 
some time a fte rw a rd , the world was round, r e a l ly  round - rosy  and ro b u st as an o ld -fash ion ed  A p ril bud or an an­
c ie n t October ap p le ,
"And the people on th is  wonderful round world -  th ey , to o , were fu l ly  formed, and they liv e d  a warmly rounded l i f e .  You can s t i l l  see some o f the fu ll-b o d ie d  roundness In  the 
work they l e f t  behind them,
"These happy people brought th e i r  lo v e ly  round world to  I t s  peak. And fo r  a p e r f e c t  moment I t  stood th u s . Miss H alf-H at wiggled a b i t  and s lip p ed  deeper In to  the d u s t, bu t E u g en ia 's  I n s i s te n t  r e c i t a l  pursued h e r.
" I t  c o u ld n 't  l a s t , "  dec la red  the s t o r y - t e l l e r ,  throwing a l l  h e r  p a p e r-d o ll emotion In to  h e r s to ry , "H istory  had to  a t t a i n  I t s  f u l l  c i r c le  -  I t  always d o e s .'
The paper d o ll w ith the h a l f  h a t made a feeb le  attem pt to  s tra ig h te n  i t .  She alm ost s a t  up s t r a ig h t ,  and h er blue 
b lue eyes took on a look o f alm ost human I n te r e s t ,
"And then  what?" she Inqu ired  o f h e r  lea rn ed  f r ie n d .

lU



"W ell, i t  a l l  s ta r te d  w ith  the a d v e r t is in g  men. F ie rc e ly  b r i s t l i n g  w ith  blue p e n c il s ,  they  came. Like d e v ils !
"»Why THREE dimensions?» they asked each o th e r . »Long i s  okay. Nothing wrong w ith  w ide. But who needs DEEP?»
"So they  c o g ita te d  ~ shrewdly -  and f in a l ly  came out w ith »The th ic k e r  the bowl the fewer the soup -  ha ha. As long as the  package w il l  s tand  up on a w indless day, why waste cubic inches from f ro n t to  back? More p r o f i t  in  spread ing  two ways from th e  m iddle, Ha ha! Make the custom er th in k  
the package holds tw ice as much,»
"And th en , g re a t ta lk  about something c a lle d  » o p tica l 
i l l u s i o n . »
"»But, i f  the package w on 't s tan d  u p .. .»  questioned  the 
one tim id  sou l among them. . ,
"»Then w e 'l l  prop i t  u p , ' came the  answ er, »And Friend 
Housewife can do the same.»
H alf-H at murmured "Mmmm" and g igg led  a b i t ,
"See what was happening?" continued Eugenia.
"Friend Housewife found th a t  she had to  hang the box of soap chips around h e r  neck on a ribb on , l e s t  i t  f a l l  r ig h t  over and s p i l l .  Polks found th a t  they  had to  s t i c k  the can o f p o lish in g  wax to  the ta b le  w ith  a wad of chewing 
gum -  you know, th a t  s tu f f  t h a t 's  stuck a l l  over th is  f lo o r  -  or e ls e  i t  would not s tan d  a lo n e ,
"And the co rn flak es  -  they had to  be suspended from the c e l l in g  and discharge th e i r  co n ten ts  p r a c t i c a l ly  by osmo­s i s ,  or w hatever you c a l l  i t ,  in  o rder to  keep the f lo o r  
c le a n .
"Soon peo p le , to o , began to  lo se  th e i r  dep th . I t  s ta r te d  w ith  our grandpas. The th i r d  dimension -  I  mean DEPTH, my dear -  f e l l  in to  obsolescence ju s t  as com pletely as any 
p r e - h ls to r l c  anim al ever d id .
" S tre e t  scenes became f l a t t e r  and f l a t t e r  u n t i l  they were 
no th ing  more than  s tag e  d rops, j u s t  l ik e  the one we re 
le an in g  a g a in s t .
"The a d v e r t is in g  men were In  th e i r  g lo ry . Not only pack­ages b u t the whole world and ev ery th in g  in  i t  ju s t  f l a t ­tened out com plete ly . And am bition , i n t e r e s t .  In g en u ity , 
o r ig in a l i t y  -  a l l  went when depth went. So d id  fe e l in g . And lo v e . On the  f l a t  f l a t  world th e re  was no need fo r  
any o f th ese  th in g s ,
"For th e  world was back a t  the  p o in t  i t  had s ta r te d  from. 
And th a t ,  my h a l f - h a t te d  d e a r , i s  where we came in ."

‘̂ e s b i a m by Gene Damon

268. ME -  AND THE SWNS BY NAOMI JACOB. LONDON, WILLIAM 

KIMBER, 1963.

Co n s id e r in g  t h e  im p a c t  Ra d c l y f f e  Ha l l  h ad  on t h e  w o r ld , i t  

IS  s a d  t h a t  so  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  w r it t e n  a bo u t  h e r . t h e  r e ­

c e n t  BREAKING OF THE ICE BY UNA TROLBRIDGE W ILL PROBABLY 

LEAD TO A SPATE OF ARTICLES AND MEMOIRS BY THOSE VIHO KNEW 

" J ohn "  Ha l l .

NAOMI Ja c o b  -  En g l is h  au th o r  w e ll - known f o r  h e r  s e r i e s  of  

b o o k s  c o n s is t in g  o f  b io g r a p h ic a l  SKETCHES, MEMOIRS, AND ES­

SAYS, ALL BEARING THE WORD ME IN THE T ITLE  -  HAS WRITTEN OF 

HER FR IENDSH IP  WITH JOHN AND UNA IN HER LATEST BOOK, ME -  

AND THE SVIWS. SHE KNEW THEM BOTH WELL, BUT HER FEELING FOR

J ohn  ca n  b e s t  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  l o v e . Th e r e  a r e  o t h er  in t e r ­

e s t in g  PERSONALITIES DISCUSSED IN TH IS COLLECTION WHOLLY 
DEVOTED TO THE FEMALE FRIENDS OF THE AUTHOR, NAOMI JACOB,

WHO IS  KNOWN AS "M IC K IE " OR "M IK E " TO HER FR IENDS,

269. THE BALCONY BY JOAN VATSEK. S .  S .  IN "A  BUTCHER’S  DOZEN OF 

WICKED WOMEN" EDITED BY LEE WRIGHT. POCKET BOOKS, I960.

THIS LONG STORY F IR ST  APPEARED IN 1943 IN STORY MAGAZINE. 

(Fa n s  o f  h o m o se x u a l  l it e r a t u r e  owe w h it  a n d  Ha l l i e  Bu r n e t t  a

DEBT FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PUBLICATION OF MANY GOOD HOMOSEXUAL 

s t o r i e s . )  AS THE ANTHOLOGY T IT LE  IM PL IES, TH IS  IS  NOT A

VERY N ICE Le s b ia n  f e a t u r e d  in  t h i s  s t o r y , h o w ever  i t  i s  e x ­

c e l l e n t  WRITING AND A MAJOR MUST ITEM FOR COLLECTORS.

270. THE F IN ISH ING  TOUCH BY BR IG ID  BROPHY. LONDON, SECKER AND 

IftaRBURG, 1963.

Th e  f i n i s h i n g  sc h o o l  w h ic h  s u p p l i e s  t h e  t i t l e  i s  run  b y  two 

H ILARIOUS Le s b ia n  c a r ic a t u r e s , an d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  t h e y  h a v e

HANDLING THEIR STUDENTS FROM WEALTHY AND WILD FA M IL IE S  ARE 

TRULY DELIGHTFUL. S IN C E  IT  IS  B ITING  SAT IRE, IT W ILL NOT 

a m u s e  EVERYONE. BUT FOR THE FEW, IT IS  BLACK CAVIAR.



271. THE LIHLE GIRLS BY ELIZABETH BOIa e n . Kn o p f , I965, I964,

Th r e e  women who h a v e  n o t  s e e n  one  a n o t h e r  s i n c e  c h il d h o o d  

ARE br o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  ON THE WHIM OF ONE OF THEM -  WHEN THEY 

ARE IN THEIR LATE 5 0 *S ,  AMONG THE REVELATIONS IS  A STRONG 

HOMOSEXUAL ATTRACTION BETWEEN TWO OF THE THREE, RECOMMENDED 

PR IMARILY  BECAUSE OF THE QLBLITY OF M IS S  BOWEN'S WRITING.

272. LIKE A RIVER OF LIONS BY Ta n a  d e  Ga m e z . New  Yo r k , Gr a p h ic  

SOCIETY, 1962; Pa p e r b a c k  L ib r a r y , 1963.

Th i s  bo o k  k ic k e d  u p  a  c e n s o r s h ip  f u s s  when t h e  N , Y. Pu b l ic  

l ib r a r y  r e f u s e d  t o  p u r c h a se  on g ro u n d s  i t  w as s e n s a t io n a l . 

Ac t u a l l y , t h e  bo o k  i s  h a r d l y  s e n s a t io n a l  b y  c u r r e n t  s t a n ­

d a r d s . It i s  a  p a n o r a m ic  n o v e l , s i m i l a r  to  t h e  b r if f a u l t  

WORKS EUROPA AND EUROPA IN I M O .  L IK E  THOSE NOVELS, TH IS 

BOOK CONTAINS DOZENS OF VARIANT PORTRAITS. IT IS  MALE IN 

EMPHASIS, BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL FEMALE PORTRAYALS. ONE 

TOUCHING EPISODE INVOLVES THE HEROINE AND A SCHOOL FRIEND

WHO IS  A Le s b i a n , when t h e  f r ie n d  i s  f o r c e d  b y  h e r  Mo s l e m

FATHER TO MARRY A MUCH OLDER MAN, SHE COMMITS SU IC ID E .

273. THE SEVEN SISTERS BY FREDERIC PROKOSCH. Fa r r a r , 1962.

Od d , ESOTERIC NOVEL. Mr . PROKOSCH IS  A REMARKABLE AUTHOR, 

ALMOST ALWAYS INCLUDING HOMOSEXUALITY IN H IS  NOVELS. TH IS 

ONE IS  NEARLY POETRY AND CAN BE READ AND RE-READ FOR MORE 

THAN ONE LEVEL OF MEANING. DAPHNE, ONE OF THE SEVEN S I S ­

TERS, IS  A l e s b i a n . Af t e r  r u n n in g  aw ay  fro m  h o m e  a n d  a t -  

TBWPTING TO POSE AS A BOY, SHE MEETS MONA -  WHO PURSUES HER

UNTIL Da p h n e  co m es  to  h e r  s e n s e s . A  c o m p l e x  an d  w o rth w h ile

NOVEL. A  MUST FOR COLLECTORS.

274. ALL THE GODS AND GODDESSES BY KAY MARTIN. PUTNAM, I963.

Th i s  i s  Ka y  m a r t in ’s  f i r s t  h a r d b a c k  b o o k . Th e r e  a r e  t h r e e  

Le s b ia n  n u r s e s , o n e  of  whom i s  b u c k in g  h e r  L e s b ia n i s m  a n d  

NEARLY WRECKS HER L IF E .  THE AUTHOR'S TENDENCY TO PUT AT 

LEAST ONE ATTRACTIVE AND STRONG LESBIAN  INTO EACH BOOK HOLDS 

TRUE; NURSE PEG SHANKS ATTEMPTS TO RESCUE THE WEAKER G IRL,

MRS. Ma r t in  i s  n o t  p r o - l e s b i a n , b u t  s h e  know s how to  draw

BELIEVABLE AND INTERESTING WOMEN.

MALIGN CRUSADER
\
X

Review o f THE V^VET UNDERGROUND
!by Michael Leigh. In tro d u c tio n  by Louis Berg, M. D. (Macfadden Books, 1963)

This Innocent-appearing  paperback, p u rp o rtin g  to  be a 
documentary of the sexual co rru p tio n  o f our tim es, i s  in  fa c t  an unsub tle  melange of t r u th  and f ic t i o n .  I t  I s  a t i t i l l a t i n g  account of every sex u a lly  e c c e n tric  a c t  the au tho r could unearth  and I s  aimed a t  the bus-and-subway read er who v ic a r io u s ly  seeks to  add t h r i l l s  to  an o th e r ­wise d u ll l i f e .  H alf t r u th ,  s ly  Innuendo, I r re sp o n s ib le  smear, and a d is reg a rd  fo r  the basic  laws o f the lan d , 
a re  some o f the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f th is  book.
Dr. Berg -  n e u ro lo g is t , p s y c h ia t r i s t ,  m arriage counselo r, and le c tu r e r  on psycho-sexual r e la t io n s  -  has l i t t l e  love fo r  the homosexual and qu ick ly  shows i t  in  re fe r r in g  to  homosexuals as "never con ten t to  remain p r iso n e rs  o f th e i r  
own a b n o rm a lity ." Speaking o f a B e r lin  club which he v i s i t e d  years ago. Dr, Berg says I t  was "where Lesbians 
f la u n te d  th e i r  warped lo v e ."
Author Michael Leigh b rin gs unique q u a li f ic a t io n s  to  h is  ro le  of In v e s t ig a to r  o f the sexual h a b its  o f Americans,
He has been beau ty  c o n te s t e d i to r  In  F lo rid a ; former c h ie f  e d i to r i a l  w r i te r ,  book e d i to r  and g e o p o lit ic a l  colum nist fo r  the Pensacola (F lo r id a )  NEWS-JOURNAL; a teach er a t  T ulane-Pensacola U n iv e rs ity  and a Jun io r c o lle g e . He speaks w ith  hu m ility  In  t e l l in g  us th a t  by acc id en t he c a su a lly  and sad ly  found h im self In  an "a lien  w o rld ,"  an "unquiet underground," and thus became a re p o r te r  of what 
occurs th e re in  -  or should we say , th ereu nd er.
However, Mr. Leigh did much more than wander through th is  
ug ly , n as ty  world o f  sex p e rv e rs io n . He con tac ted  the "n a tio n a l grapevine" and v i s i te d  w ith people so In c lin e d . He In se r te d  ads p re ten d ing  I n te r e s t  and encouraging r e s ­ponses. He uncovered {¡) a r in g  o f n u d is t sexual p e rv e r ts  who used the  sun -bath ing  camps to  make co n tac ts  fo r  w in ter 
Indoor a c t i v i t i e s .  He Joined a sex c lub . I s  th is  the 
poor man's Kinsey way o f In v e s tig a tin g ?
Cases o f husband-wife swapping, b e s t i a l i t y ,  f la g e l la t io n ,  
and various forms of sex bondage and sado-m asochistic  to r tu re  -  a l l  a re  to ld  and r e - to ld  In  the book s slim  I 92 pages. The au tho r mentions "vast Lesbian o rg ie s"  In  I t a ly  In the e a r ly  1950' s ,  bu t he g ives no supporting  d e t a i l s ,  
nor does he give evidence l a t e r  In  ta lk in g  o f "Lesbian



o rg ie s  Indulged in  a t  v aca tio n  r e s o r ts  by female s tu d en ts  from sou th ern  C a lifo rn ia  u n iv e r s i t ie s  and c o l le g e s ,"
Wedged in  among a l l  the so rry  ta le s  o f sexual a b e r ra tio n  
are  two c h a p te rs , one dea lin g  w ith  THE LADDER and Daugh" t e r s  o f B l l l t i s  and e n t i t l e d  "Women Who Want O ther Women" and the o th e r  d ea lin g  w ith  ONE In co rp o ra ted  and i t s  maga­zine and c a lle d  "Men Viho Want O ther Men." C u riously , w hile th i s  paperback i s  an o r ig in a l  and was pu b lished  only 
a few months ago, the data  on THE LADDER and DOB i s  from I960 . The au tho r contends th a t  homosexual magazines and g a th e rin g s  such as conventions should be banned through s t r i c t  law enforcem ent. He b e lie v e s  th a t  a c tio n  should have been taken a g a in s t not only the DOB o f f ic e r s  b u t even 
the  speakers a t  the i 960 convention of DOB,
Michael Leigh s ta t e s  f l a t l y  th a t  hom osexuality i s  i l l e g a l  -  the co n d itio n  as w ell as the a c t .  You l i e ,  Mr. Leigh» Homosexual a c ts  a re  s t i l l  a g a in s t the law in  a l l  bu t one o f the f i f t y  s t a t e s .  But i t  i s  not I l l e g a l  to  ^  a homo­sex u a l. And i t  i s  no t i l l e g a l  to  p u b lish  magazines d e a l­in g  w ith hom osexuality. Both the Daughters o f  B l l l t i s  and ONE are  le g a l ly  ch a rte red  n o n -p ro f it  c o rp o ra tio n s . They e x is t  w ith in  the framework o f the  law and do not aim to circum vent i t .  But they can and do endeavor to  b rin g  about changes in  the law by le g a l means. Such e f f o r t s  by o th e rs  helped e f f e c t  the le g a l iz in g  of sexual a c ts  between consen ting  a d u lts  in  I l l i n o i s .  Homosexuals' r ig h ts  to  assemble fo r  d is c u s s io n s , l e c tu r e s ,  and conventions are  
e s ta b lish e d  in  the basic  l i b e r t i e s  of a l l  Am ericans. Both Mr. Leigh and Dr. Berg seem ready to  overlook two o f our c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h ts :  freedom of the p re ss  and freedomof assem bly. The U. S. Supreme Court in  1957 c le a r ly  up­he ld  ONE M agazine's r ig h t  to  continue p u b lic a tio n .
The book s ta te s  th a t  homosexuals a re  a source of ven era l d ise a se , y e t no e f f o r t  i s  made to  determ ine what the  homo- 
p h lle  o rg an iza tio n s  are  doing about the s i tu a t io n  -  e . g . , the M attachlne S o c ie ty  of New York was re c e n tly  commended 
by the c i t y 's  H ealth  Department fo r  i t s  co o p era tio n  in  he lp in g  to  produce a brochure on v en era l d ise a se .
G u ilt by a s s o c ia tio n  was the brush th a t  smeared the in n o ­cen t in  M cCarthy's era ; one dep lo res i t s  emergence again  in  th is  sph ere . The chap ters  d ea lin g  w ith  DOB and ONE In c . have no connection  w ith  the  sexual p u tre fa c t io n  throughout the  r e s t  o f the book» In c lu s io n  o f m a te r ia l on re sp o n s ib le  homophile groups -  juoctaposed as i t  i s  w ith  the s o le ly  sa la c io u s  -  cannot be too s tro n g ly  condemned.
There was pu b lish ed  in  New York some years ago a ta b lo id  
p ap er c a lle d  THE EVENING GRAPHIC. I t  was a low -w ater mark fo r  s e n sa tio n a l Journalism  and i t s  sh o ck ing -p ink , sc a n d a l-  soaked pages sw irled  through the s t r e e t s  o f the c i t y  fo r  a 
b r i e f  time and then  were gone. THE VELVET UNDERGROUND w il l  have the same kind o f l i f e  and death  in  i t s  c a re e r  to

g a rn e r a f a s t  buck from the th r i l l - s e e k in g  re a d e r . Before i t  fades from the scene, l e t  us s e t  the record  s t r a ig h t  as to  what p a r t  we p lay  in  th i s  m align melange o f sexual od­d i ty  in  which our names have been bandied about.
We say w ith  the popu lar d i t t y ,  "come look us ov er, lend  us an e a r ."  The homophile o rg an iza tio n s  m ain ta in  o f f ic e s  and hold se rio u s  d iscu ss io n s  and m eetings in  major c i t i e s .  We deal openly w ith the p u b lic  and the p ro fe ss io n a l w orld.Our le g a lly -sa n c tio n e d  p u b lic a tio n s  are on the new sstands. We need make no f r a n t ic  e f f o r t s  to  d is so c ia te  ourselves from the sex rin g s  dep ic ted  by L eigh, V/e do not resem ble, we have no a ll ia n c e  w ith , a vu lgar v e lv e t underground.

-  Sidney Ravenswood

BLOSSOM
A d e lic a te  blossom(be ly ing  the s tre n g th  

in  i t s  ro o ts)I s  the product of devotion . P e ta l -p e r f e c t .Dew -fresh,I t  p lea se s  the p la n te r  And gladdens the passerby .
So w ith  your love—  Blooming on ray h e a r t s l l l .

-  E liz a b e th  Tudor

LITTLE REQUIEM
Things of an hour We had to g e th e r:The s p r in g 's  f i r s t  flow er. The blue dove 's f e a th e r . 
The r is in g  flame And your voice B rea th ing  my name.
And s h a l l  I  g riev e .Since a l l  th in gs p a ss .For the dandelion 
In  l a s t  year’ s g ra s s ,The flam e, the dove,
And you And love?

-  V ale rie  Taylor 
21



"THE LADDER LOOKS BETTER. I L IKE  'CROSS-CURRENTS' AND THE FACT 

THAT SO FAR IT  HAS NOT DUPLICATED ITEMS IN ONE MAGAZINE OR MATTA­
CHINE REVIEW. GENE DAMON'S II-Y E A R  INTEREST IN HOMOSEXUAL LITERA­

TURE SEEMS A LABOR OF LOVE AND ONE HAS TO TAKE O NE 'S HAT OFF TO 

HER FOR THE THOROUGH COVERAGE OF ALL THE FICT IO N  PUBLISHED, I 
L IKED  THE NEW PICTURE COVER -  AND THE SU B-T ITLE  'A LESBIAN REVIEW ' 

IS  A FORTHRIGHT ADDIT ION, ItiV ONE C R IT IC ISM : IF  ONLY THE LADDER
HAD THE PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT OF UNIFORM TYPE, EVEN ENDINGS,"

-  R, L . ,  NEW YORK

"H a v e  DOB m e m b e r s  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Na t io n a l  ivoman ' s  Pa r t y ?

I CHOSE A MEMBERSHIP THAT COSTS J25 A YEAR, THOUGH ONE CAN JO IN  

FOR MUCH LESS. I ALSO JOINED A GROUP CALLED THE MARGARET BRENT 

FELLOWSHIP, o r g a n iz e d  TO PROMOTE G IVING CREDIT TO WOMEN FOR THEIR 

CONTRIBUTIONS, IN HISTORY BOOKS AND WRITTEN DOCUMENTS GENERALLY. 

Du e s  a r e  o n ly  $2 a n s u a l l y , though  I in t e n d  m a k in g  l a r g e r  c o n t r ib u ­

t i o n s . ALSO I 'M  DOING WHAT I CAN TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR MARGARET 

CHASE SM ITH. r n iL E  I KNOW MY C m  EFFORTS ARE INCONSEQUENTIAL ON 

THE NATIONAL SCENE, I FEEL THAT TOO MANY WOMEN SIMPLY SHRUG THEIR 

SHOULDERS AND ABDICATE TH EIR  RESPO N SIB IL ITY  TO THEIR OWN S E X . "

-  A SUBSCRIBER, NEW YORK

Sfc :fc :1k

" I  ADORE 'G IR L  IN A RAINCOAT' ! YOU DEV ILS  -  HOW D ID  YOU DO IT ? "

-  B . G ., MISSOURI

><( >k *

"THE A PR IL  COVER IS  THE HEIGHT OF TASTE -  SUPERB, E L IT E , REFINED. 

It  G IVES THE MAGAZINE THE POLISH IT  NEEDS. YOU SHOULD HAVE FOUR 

SCORE AND TEN EXCLAMATORY LETTERS ON TH IS  PROFESSIONAL COVERI

" S om e  r e a d e r s  s t i l l  p r o f e s s  t h a t  t h e  sh o r t  s t o r ie s  a n d  p o e t r y  a r e  

IMMATURE -  BUT I LIKE THEM. I FIND THE POETRY EXCEPTIONAL AND THE 

s h o r t  s t o r ie s  ENTERTAINING, BOTH SMACK OF PROFESSIONALISM. LES­
BIAN A IS  TOPS AND s o  ARE THE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. MLLE. ESM E 'S 

ARTICLE ( 'T h e  Ho t  Rod L i n e ' )  w as h ig h l y  a m u s in g . Sh e  g a v e  m e  

QUITE A CHUCKLE -  REALLY, I LAUGHED OUT LOUD,

"THE LETTER FROM S .  M. OF CALIFORNIA (APR IL) WRITES FALSEHOODS -  

BUT GOOD FOR YOU FOR PUBLISHING IT . 'WHAT YOUR LITERARY STAFF 

CONSIDERS IN SELECTION ESCAPES TH IS WRITER -  BUT I T 'S  PRETTY BA D .' 

Ts k  t s k . Sh e  t h in k s  THE LADDER'S s t a f f  h a s  a  r e p e r t o ir e  o f  m a t e ­

r i a l  L IK E  a  TOPNOTCH p u b l is h e r  WITH H IS  DESK STACKED F IV E  FEET 

h ig h  w it h  m a n u s c r ip t s ?  'FOR MYSELF AND SEVERAL OTHER V IE W S . . . '

How TYPICAL OF THESE LONE CRABS WHO MUST REINFORCE THEIR POINT OF 

VIEW BY DRAGGING IN NON-EXISTENT COLLABORATORS. S .  M. CONTINUES 

»10 GOOD POEMS AND POSSIBLY J OR 4 SHORT STORIES OF MERIT TH IS 

PAST Y EA R , ' IAHAT AN EXCEPTIONAL RECORD, REALLY, FOR SUCH A SMALL 

AND UNKNOWN PERIOD ICAL! SHE GOES ON TO SAY 'THE MAGAZINE BRINGS 

HOPE AND JOY TO THE YOUNG-UNS IN FAR AWAY P L A C E S ... ' 40-YEAR-OLDS 

L IK E  ME ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF COSMOPOLITAN SAN FRANCISCO!

" I  GREATLY ENJOYED M. BARROW'S ARTICLE IN A PR IL  ON THE CELIBATES, 

PASSERS, AND NUNS. TH IS TYPE OF DIAGNOSIS OF THE LATENT AND IL L -  

EDUCATED Le s b ia n  i s  in v a l u a b l e  to  THE LADDER 'S Am e r ic a n  r e a d in g  

PUBLIC. If  Am e r ic a n  Le s b ia n s  could  o n ly  s p e n d  a  good y e a r  a b r o a d , 

THEY 'D  d is c o v e r  THAT THERE ARE FAR MORE IMPORTANT THINGS IN L IF E  

THAN INTEGRATION AND ACCEPTANCE, IT 'S  L IKELY  THEY'D WANT TO RE­

MAIN AWAY AS EXPATRIATES. TO THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN SOUL- 

SEARCHING, SELF -IDENT IF ICAT IO N , SELF-SATISFACTION AND AN OVERALL 

STATE OF HAPPINESS: FLEE AMERICAN SHORES AND HEAD FOR BROADER

EDUCATIONAL PASTURES IN MORE ADVANCED, C IV IL IZ E D , SOPHISTICATED 

LANDS -  EUROPE, THE NEAR EAST, NORTHERN AFRICA, SCANDINAVIA! 

In t e g r a t io n  o f  t h e  h o m o se x u a l  i s  j u s t  s o  much  t a l k , I know many

HOMOSEXUALS IN EUROPE WHO ARE THROUGHLY INTEGRATED, AND WHY?

Be c a u s e  t h e y  do no t  m a ke  a n  i s s u e  o f  i t . Th e y  do  no t  p u b l i c i z e ; 

THEY do  no t  m a ke  SURVEYS; THEY DO NOT GATHER STAT IST IC S. THEY DO 

NOT PROCLAIM THE IR MINORITY AND CRY OUT FOR RECOGNITION AND UNDER­

STANDING. If  I HAD THE FUNDS, I 'D  SET UP SCHOLARSHIPS FOR DROVES

OF Am e r ic a n  L e s b ia n s  t o  v i s i t  a b r o a d ! "

-  M. G ., Ca l if o r n ia



"D IO  THE EDITORS REALIZE THAT TWO OF THE SHORT STORIES (*|N  THE

Da r k * a n d  ’On  t h e  Ot h e r  S id e  o f  t h e  Fe n c e ' )  t h a t  w er e  p u b l is h e d  

IN c o n s e c u t iv e  m o n th s  (Ma rc h  and  Ap r i l ) w ere  q u it e  c o m p le m e n t a r y ?  

Ea c h  e x p l o r e d  t h e  a f t e r - e f f e c t s  o f  a  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a r r ia g e  in

\AHICH A LESBIAN  WAS INVOLVED.

" • In  t h e  Da r k '  p r e s e n t e d  f a ir l y  t h e  p l ig h t  o f  t h e  h u sb a n d  r e j e c t e d

BY A LESBIAN  W IFE, PERHAPS HE WAS SUBCONSCIOUSLY DRAWN TO TH IS 

TYPE OF WOMAN AND FOREDOOMED TO DISAPPOINTMENT. 'ON THE OTHER 

S ID E  OF THE FENCE' PRESENTED WITH EQUAL FORCE THE PLIGHT OF A WIFE 

WHO F IN DS -  OR SUSPECTS -  THAT SHE IS  A LESB IAN . ARE SHOWN HER 

OWN CRUEL FATE -  AND THAT OF HER CHILDREN -  IN A NON-COMPREHEMTING 

HETEROSEXUAL WORLD.

"As Ma r i l y n  Barrow  p o in t e d  out  in  h e r  i n c i s i v e  a n a l y s i s  (Ap r i l ) of  

'THE C EL Ib a t e I THE PASSER, AND THE NUN,' THE PASSER WHO IS  OR HAS 

BEEN MARRIED MAY BE DEEPLY UNHAPPY AND MAY WREAK HER UNHAPPINESS 

ON HUSBAND AND CHILDREN. I HOPE THE LADDER W ILL PUBLISH MORE ON 

THE MARRIED LESBIAN AND HOW SHE MIGHT RESOLVE HER DILEMMA."

-  M. K. R . ,  n ew  J e r s e y

"H a v e  y o u  s e e n  o u r  c o m p e t it io n ?  Th e  new  l e s b ia n  m a g a z in e  fro m  

En g l a n d , ARENA three, i s  a l r e a d y  f i r s t - r a t e  in  c o n t en t  d e s p i t e  it s  

c u r r e n t  m im e o g r a p h e d  foriiI. It s  s o p h is t ic a t e d  iw u o e n c e  i s  l i k e  a

BREATH CF FRESH A IR  AFTER THE DEAD-EARNEST TONE AND LOGGY PROSE OF 

THE Am e r ic a n  h o m o p h il e  m a g a z in e s , THE LADDER is im p r o v in g  -  and  

JUST (N T IM E I -  b u t  S T IL L  COULD TAKE LESSONS FROM THE GAY AND WIN­

SOME En g l is h  u p s t a r t . "

-  Am e r ic a n  Re a d e r

" I WANT TO c o n g r a t u la t e  YOU ON THE LADDER, w h ic h  I h a v e  BEEN RE­

CEIV ING  S IN CE  DECEMBER. SINCE I AM A PROFESSIONAL FREE-LANCE 

WRITER AND NEWSPAPER JOURNALIST, I CAN UNDERSTAND THE WORK AND 

D IFF IC U LT IE S  INVOLVED IN PUBLICATION AND EDITING  -  AND ( THINK 

THAT EVERYONE CAN BE VERY PROUD. I AM PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY 

THE BALANCE IN YOUR SELECTION OF MATERIAL, AND OF COURSE BY ITS

MESSAGE, BEHIND YOUR L ITTLE MAGAZINE, I SEE A LOT OF COMMON SENSE 

a n d  COURAGE, A PRACTICAL IDEALISM WHICH WE VERY MUCH NEED.

"A n o t h e r  t h a n k - you  i s  d u e  OOB f o r  t h e  bo o k  s e r v ic e , I st r u g g l e d

ALONG WITHOUT IT  UNTIL DECEMBER, BUYING THE BOOKS I NEEDED AS 

a n o n y m o u sly  A S  POSSIBLE, ON DISTANT NEWSSTANDS, IN ORDER NOT TO BE 

ID EN T IF IED  LOCALLY, 1 DON 'T KNOW THEM PERSONALLY -  BUT A CLAP ON 

THE BACK AND A BEER ON ME TO YOUR BOOK SERVICE PERSONNEL.

" I  am IMPRESSED BY THE SANITY AND SENTIMENT OF BOTH THE LADDER AND 

YOUR ORGANIZATION."

-  E. N., CHIO

ED ITO R 'S  NOTE: THE FOLLOWING LETTER, SENT TO THE NEW YORK TIMES
b u t  NEVER PUBLISHED, IS  PRINTED HERE WITH THE W RITER 'S PERMISSION.

"TO THE Ed it o r , the new YORK TIMES:

"YOUR ARTICLE ON 'GROWTH OF OVERT HOMOSEXUALITY IN CITY PROVOKES

WIDE Co n c e r n '  (De c e m b e r  I7, 1963) h a s  c a u s e d  m e  g r a v e  c o n c e r n , a s  

A p s y c h o l o g is t , I b e l i e v e  THAT MY PROFESSION WOULD WIANT TO GO ON 

RECORD AS OPPOSED TO TH IS TYPE OF PERSECUTION OF ONE KINO OF HUMAN 

BEING, m ig h t  I ADD THAT AS NEWSPAPERS ARE CONSTITUTED, THE NEW 

YORK TIMES IS  THE MOST ACCURATE AND THE LEAST HYSTERICAL OF ANY 

I HAVE READ. BUT IT IS  NECESSARY TO POINT OUT SOME VERY SERIOUS 

ERRORS IN YOUR ARTICLE,

" ’Th e  PRESENCE OF THE GREATEST HOMOSEXUAL POPULATION IN THE WORLD' 

IS  A STATEMENT THAT COULD CAUSE HYSTERIA IN THE GENERAL POPULACE, 

HOW DO WE KNOW T H IS ?  HOW DO WE KNOW WHO |S OR IS  NOT A HOMOSEX­

UAL? t h e  v a s t  MAJORITY OF HOMOSEXUALS GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS 

JUST AS ANYONE ELSE DOES. THEY WORK IN YOUR OFFICE, ATTEND YOUR 

S IC K , REPAIR YOUR TEETH, TRY YOUR LAW SU IT S , TEACH YOUR CHILDREN, 

an d  ADMINISTER YOUR GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS. TO COMPARE THESE 

SOBER C IT IZEN S TO THE PSYCHOPATHS WHO CRUISE TIM ES SQUARE IS  TO 

c o m pa r e  a l l  w omen  t o  THE PROSTITUTES WHO ARE LIKEWdSE SO ENGAGED, 

WE DO NOT KNOW WHO THE HOMOSEXUALS ARE BECAUSE THE GENERAL POPU­

LACE DOES NOT DECLARE ITSELF IN REU T IO N  TO SEX PARTNERS, WE DO 

NOT USUALLY INQUIRE INTO PEOPLE’S  BED-MATES.



"A STATEMENT SUCH AS TH IS  CAN ONLY BE HARMFUL. 'j'lE 00 NOT KNOW HOW 

MANY HOMOSEXUALS THERE ARE IN THE WORLD NOR W ERE THEY CONGREGATE 

MOST TH ICKLY. THE FALSE USE OF ST AT IST IC S  CAN ONLY LEAD TO PERSE­

CUTION OF THE QUIET, LAW-ABIDING, D ISCRIM INATING  HOMOSEXUALS.

"YOU INFER THAT THE N'iAFIA IS  GAINING CONTROL OF THE GAY BARS. IF 

SO, T H IS  IS  NOT THE FAULT OF THE HOMOSEXUALS. IF YOU READ RAYMOND 

M ART IN 'S  F IN E  BOOK 'REVOLT IN THE M A F IA ' YOU W ILL FIND THAT THESE 

HOODLUMS ALSO CONTROL SOME VERY LEGITIMATE BUSINESSES AND EVEN 

SOME LEGISLATORS. TO L INK THE MAFIA WITH HOMOSEXUALITY IS  WITCH 

HUNTING.

"Y ou  WRITE ABOUT 'HOMOSEXUALS AND DEGENERATES' AS THOUGH THEY WERE 

SYNONYMOUS. MORE FACTUAL IT IS  TO SAY, THERE ARE HOMOSEXUALS WHO 

ARE DEGENERATES AND THERE ARE HETEROSEXUALS WHO ARE DEGENERATES.

"YOUR SOURCE OF VALIDATION ABOUT 'C U R E ' IS  FREUDIAN ANALYSIS:

THAT TH IS  IS  A D ISEASE THAT CAN BE CURED ON THE PROPER COUCH. BUT 
YOU DO NOT QUOTE THE EVIDENCE THAT TH IS  IS  EITHER A D ISEASE  OR 

NEEDS CURE. YOU G IVE NO RESOURCE MATERIAL OR VALIDATED DATA AS TO 

WHERE YOU OBTAINED THE NOTION THAT PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY HAS DE­

CIPHERED t h e  MEANING OF HOMOSEXUALITY OR THAT WE HAVE THE SLIGHT­

EST NOTION THAT WE SHOULD CONSIDER 'C U R E . ' HAD THE FREUDIANS 

FOUND THE ANSWER, WE MIGHT ALL BE INDULGING IN THAT APPROACH. AS 

FAR AS I AM AWARE, THERE HAS BEEN NO CLIN ICAL DEMONSTRATION OF 

T H IS  ALLEGED WONDER -  'C U R E . ' THE BOASTINGS COME FROM BEHIND 

CLOSED DOORS.

"No SOBER PSYCHOLOGIST WOULD ASK THAT THE HOMOSEXUAL BE RELIEVED 

OF MEETING H IS  LEGAL OBLIGATIONS. BUT WHY CANNOT HE BE PERMITTED 

TO MEET THESE OBLIGATIONS AS DOES ANY OTHER HUMAN BEING? IF HE 

VIOLATES THE LAW, HE SHOULD BE PUNISHED. IF HE SEDUCES CHILDREN, 

HE SHOULD LIKEW ISE BE PUNISHED -  OUST AS A HETEROSEXUAL SHOULD BE.

"klY PLEA AS A SOCIAL SC IEN T IST , I S  THAT EACH IND IV IDUAL HAS THE 

RIGHT TO BE ACCEPTED AS A PERSON OF DIGNITY AS LONG AS HE CONDUCTS 

H IMSELF SO. Th i s  sh o u ld  p e r t a in  t o  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l  AS WELL AS TO 

THE HETEROSEXUAL."

-  MRS. l e e  R. STE INER, PRESIDENT 

Ac a d em y  o f  p s y c h o l o g is t s  in  Ma r it a l  c o u n s e l in g

DAUGHTERS of BILITIS
i n c o r p o r a t e d

MEMBERSHIP in Daughters of Bilitis is limited to women 21 
years of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York, or Chicago area, direct inquiry to chapter concerned. Otherwise write to Na­
tional Office in San Francisco for a membership application form.

THE LADDER is a monthly magazine published by Daughters of 
Bilitis, Inc., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for $4.00 a year. 
Anyone over 21 may subscribe to The Ladder.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wants 
to support out work. We are a non-profit corporation depending entirely on volunteer labor. While men may not become members 
of Daughters of Bilitis, many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and have made contributions to further our work.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter; 1232 
Market St., Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California.

New York Chapter: Mil West 28th Street,
New York 1, N. Y.
Chicago Chapter: »̂09 Armitage, Chicago,
Illinois 606lk
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BOOK SERVICE
feature items...

THE PROBLEM OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN MODERN SOCIETY 
an anthology edited by Hendrik M. Ruitenbeck

THE LADDER'S review of this book (April 6^) said: 
. .by far the best buy. . . yet seen on the 

subject for the serious reader - a collection of 
sixteen reprinted articles, ranging from Freud to 
Dr. Evelyn Hooker, from Robert Lindner to Simone 
de Beauvoir." Price $1.95» handling .15

THE LIFE OF RADCLYFFE HALL 
by Una, Lady Troubridge

Biographical sketches of the famous writer by her 
companion of 28 years. Fascinating anecdotes and 
illustrations. Price $^.00, handling .25

TOWARDS A QUAKER VIEW OF SEX

This extraordinary essay, by a group of Friends 
in professional positions, calls for a new moral­
ity which values loving relationships rather than 
a traditional code of behavior. The long chapter 
on homosexuality is especially informative and 
understanding. Price $1.25, handling .12

(California residents add 4%  sales tax to prices.)

Send orders to: DO B Book Service
1232 Market Street 

San Francisco 2, Cal.


