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The Fourth Sex - The Lesbian

REVIEW OF "THE GRAPEVINE" BY JESS STEARN (DOUBLEDAY, 1964)*

"ARREST ME, I'M A LESBIAN," SHOUTED THE WILP-EYED GIRL TO A POLICE-
MAN CN A SAN FRANCISCO STREET. SHE HAD JUST BEEN JILTED, AND THIS
WAS A WAY TO MAKE HER EX-FRIEND "SUFFER." THE POLICEMAN JUST
STARED AT HER. "GO HOME," HE SAID, "GO HOME, AND SLEEP IT OFF,"

This story appears in Jess Stearn's new book, THE GRAPEVINE. IT
DESCRIBES EXACTLY THE DILEMMA OF THE POLICE IN HANDLING THE SO-

CALLED LESBIAN PROBLEM, IN ALL MY THIRTY-FIVE YEARS IN THE
FORCE,» THE HEAD OF THE VICE SQUAD TOLD ME, 'WE'VE NEVER ARRESTED
A WOMAN FOR BEING A LESBIAN.™ SO SAYS THE AUTHOR IN HIS CHAPTER

ON POLICE, ENTITLED "THE GENDARMES."

There are chapters on almost every phase of contemporary lesbian
LIFE IN America in this absorbing book being published this month.
BECAUSE IT IS THE FIRST BOCK ABOUT LESBIANS TO BE PUBLISHED BY
SUCH A MAJOR FIRM, IT WILL PROBABLY HIT THE BEST-SELLER LISTS LIKE
ITS PREDECESSOR THE SIXTH MAN (DOUBLEDAY, 1961) BY THE SAME AUTH-
OR, The LATTER BOOK, EXPOSING TO THE GENERAL PIBLIC FOR THE FIRST
TIME THE STORY OF THE MALE HOMOSEXUAL, STAYED ON THE BEST-SELLER
LISTS FOR 12 WEEKS,

SINCE THE SIXTH SHOOK THE HETEROSEXUAL WORLD, THE GRaPEVINE
HAS EVERY PROMISE OF BECOMING A SIMILAR BLOCKBUSTER, THIS IS A
BETTER BOOK THAN ITS PREDECESSOR. MR. STEARN HAS LEARNED FAR MORE
ABOUT HOMOSEXUALS, PARTICULARLY LESBIANS, IN THE INTERIM. AND
WITH KNOVLEDGE HAS COME UNDERSTANDING.

The title THE GRAPEVINE REFERS TO THE SECRET WORLD OF LESBIANS
LINKED ACROSS THE NATION BY A PRIVATE CHAIN OF CONTACTS AND HEAR-
SAY. The AUTHOR CALLS LESBIANS "THE FOURTH SEX" BECAUSE HE FEELS
THEY ARE AS UNLIKE THE THIRD SEX (MALE HOMOSEXUALS) AS THEY ARE |
UNLIKE OTHER WOMEN.

* AVAILABLE FROM 006 BOOK SERVICE». ALL INFORMATION ON BACK COVER.

MR, STEARN»S EXCELLENT REPORTORIAL WORK IN CHRONICLING THE DAUGH-
TERS OF BiLiTis, ITS LOS Angeles convention in 1962, a Gab-n-Java
SESSION IN A PRIVATE HOME, ITS MAGAZINE THE LADDER, AND INTERVIEWS
WITH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION, CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED
AS MASTERFUL. MANY OF THE CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK ARE COMPLETELY
RECOGNIZABLE TO THOSE IN D.O.B., ALTHOUGH ALL INTERVIEWEES ARE
GIVEN PSEUDONYMS. THIS VERISIMILITUDE ENHANCES THE VALUE OF THE
BOOK TO THOSE WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THE ORGANIZATION, MR, STEAW IS
PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE IN DETAILING THE AIMS OF D.0,6., DESCRIBING
ALSO ITS WORK, ITS DIFFICULTIES, AND ITS SUCCESSES.

THESE CHAPTERS OFFSET THE DREARY PICTURES PRESENTED IN OTHER PARTS
OF THE BOOK, FOR THE EVER-PRESENT "BAR CROWO" IS PRESENT, OF
COURSE. They are all interviewed - the butches, the prostitutes,
THE NEUROTICS, THE DELINQUENTS AW SO ON,

But the author deserves credit for presenting impartially the
OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN, THOSE NOT OFTEN SEEN BY THE PUBLIC: THE
HOME OWNERS, THE PROFESSIONALS, THE RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS WHO WANT
TO LIVE THEIR LIVES CONSTRUCTIVELY, UNDISTURBED BY THE PREJUDICES
OF SOCIETY, IT IS ONLY TO BE REGRETTED THAT NOT MORE OF SUCH
PEOPLE WILL COIIIE FORWARD AT THIS TIME. JESS STEARN IS FIRST AND
foremost a REPORTER, AND REPORT HE DOES, WITH AN INDEFATIGABLE
DETERMINATION TO FIND ANSWERS, THE TRUE ANSWERS,

THE GRAPEVINE COULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE
DECENT YET FEARFUL LESBIANS TO TELL THEIR STORIES UNDER PSEUDO-
NYMS. BUT DID THEY EVEN KNOW THIS BOOK V/AS GOING TO BE WRITTEN?
AND WOUUD THEY HAVE OFFERED THEIR STORIES IF SO? WE WILL NEVER
KNOW, IF THEY ARE NOT ON THE GRAPEVINE THAT MR. STEARN CONSULTED.

THE AUTHOR HAS TRIED NOT TO JUDGE BUT ONLY TO RECORD. IT IS NOT
HIS FAULT IF THE MAJORITY OF LESBIANS WHO NEITHER BELONG TO THE
BAR-HOPPING CROWD NOR ARE AFFILIATED WITH DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS,

DO NOT HAVE THE COURAGE TO BE RECOROED~OR IF THE REPORTER DOES
not KNOW HOW TO REACH THESE SILENT ONES. UNTIL THEY ARE REACHED
AND RECORDED, THE GREAT AMERICAN BOCK ABOUT LESBIANS AND LESBI-
ANISM WILL NOT BE WRITTEN. JESS STEARN, IN EXPOSING THE GRAPEVINE
AS HE FOUND IT FROM COAST TO COAST, HAS TAKEN A BRAVE PLUNGE INTO

ICY AND UNKNOWN WATERS,

- Revievjed by V.P.



| Want to Stand up and be Counted

Yes, | want to stand up and be counted - but 1 can"t af-
ford to. Sometimes | feel like the man who can"t afford
Insurance and who also knows that he can"t afford not to

have Insurance.

Here 1 sit In my modest home, able to look across the
street Into the picture window of a very similar modest
home. The man of the family in that particular house Is
not very different from those In all of the houses on both
sides of the street. He does have to be off to his Job at
5:30 every morning, unlike most of us on the street (in-
cluding myself) who don"t even have to be up at such an
early hour. Though most of the lights don®"t start blink-
ing out at night until after 10 o"clock. It"s unusual to
see a light on In that home much after nine. But other
than that, he and his family are much like all the other
families on the street.

Except my family. Because, even though 1 love the girl 1
live with, and we both love my son, we aren"t recognized
as being a family. That"s one of the many reasons 1 have
for wanting to stand up and be counted. But you see, even
though our neighbors don"t consider us a family, we are
accepted as a group. We have adjusted to the environment
of the street, adhering to the social patterns and stan-
dards formed long before we ever heard of the street. We
have a great a need for social approbation as the man
next door to us and the man next door to him. As long as
we conform to the general pattern of life on the street,
the fact that | do the outside work and my "girl-friend"
the housework goes, not unobserved, but un-noted.

Since we both work. It Is not difficult to avoid the
neighboring housewives® eternal morning coffee-klatch and
the ensuing Intimacy. I do wonder sometimes what thoughts
might flit through the minds of those married couples we
may happen to meet as we maneuver the grocery-laden car-
riage to the check-out aisle, or as we step Into line be-
hind them at the ticket window of our town’s only movie
theater. | wonder, "Do they wonder?" Perhaps | might as
well stand up and be counted.

The man across the street waves to me over the sound of
the power mowers as we come Into each other"s view. |1
wave In return. The man next door has a deep baritone
voice and his friendly roar of greeting as we make a con-
vergent turn Is apt to startle me. Stopping a moment to
light a cigarette, | can easily distinguish the voices of
his wife and my "girl,"” exchanging pleasantries from their
respective clotheslines.

Do you have any ldea what it means to us, and what Is will
mean in the future to my son, to be so sincerely accepted?
That"s why | can"t afford to stand up and be counted.

Do you have any ldea how incomplete is this acceptance?
That"s why 1 want to stand up and be counted.

But 1 have too much at stake. I have to sacrifice some-
thing, to obtain the Insurance that I can"t afford, that
I can"t afford not to have.

- M, L,

Cross-Currents

Beginning true to form--wlth sen3atlonalism--CONPIDENTIAL
magazine carries a report on the” East Coast Homophlle
Organizations® convention held last fall. This article Is
featured In January CONFIDENTIAL. Surprisingly, it turns
out to be a fair-minded report, full of facts, quotes, and
sidelights. It Is unfortunate that this article, the most
detailed coverage of the ECHO convention available to
date, has appeared in a magazine of sensationalism.

The NEW YORK TIMES sat up and took notice. Starting on
page one of the December 17th city edition, a six-column
article ranges uncertainly over the subject of homosexu-
ality, particularly as It exists in New York--""the city"s
most sensitive open secret.” Police Commissioner Murphy
is quoted as stating: ‘''Homosexuality is another one of
the many problems confronting law enforcement In this
city. However, the underlying factors in homosexuality
are not criminal but rather medical and sociological In
nature. The police jurisdiction in this area Is limited.
But when persons of this type become a source of public
scandal, or violate the laws...they do come within our
jJurisdiction. This matter Is of constant concern to us
In our efforts to preserve the peace and protect the
rights of all the people. It has been given, and will
continue to be given, special attention."

The reporter states that at The Pawn, a club whose liquor
license has now been revoked, '"there were 19 police visits
this year resulting In summonses and complaints of a noisy
Jjukebox, disorderly premises, Insufficient lighting and
dancing without a cabaret license, and an arrest for de-
generacy, " This and another closed-down club "were so



wary about nonmembers of the "fraternity®"™ that the police
used specialists known as.actors’ to get evidence,"
The ldea of harrassraent seems to have escaped the reporter.

The homophlle organizations In New York are discussed,
though DOB®"s chapter there goes unmentioned. Discounting
the homophlle®s usual acceptance of his condition, the
writer quickly sides with those medicos who would have the
general public believe In cure, as If It were very pos-
sible, as If It were very desirable. Since the so-called
authorities on this subject are much more In disagreement
and uncertainty than this article admits, the NB/ YORK
TIMES has done a disservice to the uninformed reader.

The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. In Sacramento, California used
polygraph (lie-detector) tests on Its Job applicants right
up to Sept. 20th, 1963, when a new state law prohibiting
this practice went into effect. Applicants had been re-
quired to submit to a "Depth Interview and Polygraph Eval-
uation. " These tests contained questions relating to the
applicant"s sex life and sympathy towards unions. Coca-
Cola®"s claim: the tests would speed processing of Job
applications. You bet.

An English correspondent shares the news: "lIn Britain,
female homosexuality is still something to be swept under
the carpet or exiled to that woodshed reserved for things
of neuneless nastiness. Press, radio, TV, Government and
clerical heavies hurry to sit on the concealing carpet.
Meanwhile, what Is unmentionable follows the usual psycho-
logical course: It runs riot In fiction. The postwar flow
of novels, books, plays, and films featuring Lesbian char-
acters Is almost tidal. And much of what Is written is
wildly inaccurate, misleading, or deliberately sensational.
This only perpetuates the carpet and woodshed tactics.
('Tout oomprendre, c"est tout pardonner’™ has never been a
maxim of appeal to the puritanical mind.)

"1t Is only a matter of time before the bluff of Bumbledom
and fiction-writers alike Is called. For this purpose, in
January 196i], ARENA THREE - the first British magazine to
feature fact and fiction from the "misty, unmapped world"
of Lesbianism - Is being launched by the Hampstead Minor-
ities Research Group. Full details may be had from the
Group®s Secretary: Esme Langley, if7-A Broadhurst Gardens,
London N. W, 6, England. The Group®s alms: research

into, and dissemination of, the truth about female homo- -
sexuality. Incidentally, even the most progressive of
Britain®s periodicals have refused to accept any advertise-
ment designed to further these alms,"

Cheers and welcome to our new sister magazine, ARENA THREE".

NOM esse

by Vern Niven

"There are some things one doesn®"t do™" she thought as she
saw Sally®"s smile* Donna crossed the room and took Lee"s
outstretched hand*

t
“"HI'l You two look wonderful! [It"s been so long I almost
didn"t recognize you*" Her eyes caught Sally®s little
smile of gratitude*

"Donna* Donna Marcove”™ of all people® Where did you drop
from?" Lee"s baritone boomed out at her to match his

ohserful smile*

Donna droppedi*into the lounge chair* "Well”™ darlings.
It"s this way," she began, "I1"m here for a lecture and

I thought I was too tired to make It to my room so |

stopped here for a drink and, of course, who should 1 see
but Sally and Lee, 1"m glad - 00 glad . to seo you. It"s
been forever* 1"ve wondered how you were; but you know
how It is, so busy, no time," she finished breathlessly,

Lee tamped his pipe* "No time to drop us a line? No time
for old friends? \ie wondered whatever made you disappear
so fast, Donna* Didn"t we, Sally?" He turned to his wife
with a questioning face*

"Yes, of course we wondered, Donna - we missed you.**"
Sally®"s face was calm, but her eyes were taut with fear.
Donna looked at her a moment and faltered again as she
had many years before* She looked up at Lee and once
again at Sally, then rose swiftly to her feet.

"Well, darlings, 1 wish 1 could linger longer but 1 must
rush. I°1l write to you - | promise.” Through the murmur
of disuasiéon from Sally and the boom of Lee®s protest she
stood dauntless* Then she heard only the click of her own
heels as she walked toward the wavering elevator doors*



Original Studies In the Nature and Definition of "Obscenity
John Chandos, Editor
(London, Souvenir Press; N. Y., Association Press, 1962)

The issues centered about obscenity, pornography, and cen-
sorship constitute a largely uncharted wilderness. The
nine essays in this collection take the reader on a Jour-
ney through these Issues, with many points of Interest
noted along the way. But unless the reader, is already
familiar with the terrain (by having read, for example,
Kronhausens® Pornography and the Law or Roth®s The Erotic
in Literature] he Is llkeTv to wandpr dazedly.

One major recurring theme is that of freedom of expression
as it is related in principle to censorship. A second
focus is on the fact that obscenity is undefinable, A
third recurring topic is that censorship has been directed
against different subjects in different historical periods

S**" religious heresy, political unorthodoxy, or sex-
ual references.

The first two essays significantly begin with references
to the old Oeneva Conference on the Suppression of the
Circulation and Traffic in Obscene Publications, at which
the delegates discovered they could not define obscenity,
but, undaunted, settled down to a lengthy discussion! The
reader quickly discovers that the contemporary situation
does not differ. Modern confusion about what constitutes
obscenity Is said to stem from the Hlcklin Case of 1868
from which the courts of England and the United States
adopted the test for obscenity: whether the tendency of
the matter...is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds
are open to such immoral influences, and into whose hands
a publication of this sort may fall. The pitfalls of this
definition and the redsnt modifications of it (since the
Supreme Court in 1957 jruled the "partly obscene'™ and "most
susceptible persons” tests of obscenity unconstitutional)
are discussed.

Notable is the Juristic study of Lockhart and McClure in
which they present and refute the three rationalizations
for the notion that "evil” lurks In obscenity: (1) that
the stimulation of sexy thoughts is undesirable; (2) that

the arousal of such thoughts will lead to overt sexual
misbehavior; (3) that the exploitation of sexual tensions
is bad. They add that the 'community standard"™ criterion
for defining and/or censoring obscenity is too relative
to be of any use. Hard-core pornography is the only area
easily defined, but the crucial question of whether even
this "ought™ to be censored remains unanswered. While
acknowledging the Importance of freedom of expression,
Lockhart and McClure believe that censorship would be
Justifiable if it were shown by objective scientific re-
search that the uncensored material would lead to overt
misbehavior.

Chandos, on the other hand, advances the "freedom'” posi-
tion against all pro-censorship arguments. His logic is
sometimes marred by over-generalizations, as when he
states, for example: "All censorship is by nature Inhib-
iting to the free exchange of thought, it carries within
it the seeds of sexual aberration, and in nineteenth cen-
tury England the monster of censorship spread into an
ubiquitous sexual perversion operating mainly outside the
courts through the public libraries and providing unmls-
takeable sexual gratification to the tribes of censor-per-

verts, "

The Inhibiting role of censorship on the author of yes-
terday and today is discussed by Walter Allen. He assert;
that since we Insist upon writers®™ maintaining a "meticu-
lous fidelity to life,” we must also grant them unfettered
freedom of expression. He contends that freedom of ex-
pression and authors®™ responsibilities to themselves and
their art are interdependent. Of all the essayists he
most clearly distinguishes between pornography and obscen-
ity by pointing out that the former is constant while the
latter changes with customs and mores.

The changing views of what constitutes obscenity,are
chronicled and illustrated by Birkett and St. John-Stevas
in their essays on the law and the church In relation to
censorship. The striking reversal of roles between the
Protestant and Roman Catholic churches, in which it is
currently the latter which actively participates in foimial
censorship (whereas two hundred years ago it was the for-

mer) 1is noted,

A social philosopher and psychoanalyst, Ernest van den
Haag, offers a hypothesis to justify censorship in prin-
ciple: the right of rulers to defend societal values.

He suggests that censorship is a compromise, a la Freud,
between the infantile wish to gratify sexual desires and
the later wish to control them, and that as such it re-
duces anxiety. He finds no quarrel with the present am-
biguous state of censorship laws, except that he would add
a prohibition against printing anything about the sexual
life of an identifiable living person without his consent.



By far the most readable essay is that by an acknowledged
publisher of pornography, Maurice Qlrodlas, director of
Olympia Press. His study, called "More Heat Than Light,"
beguiles the reader by beginning, "*To deprave and cor-
rupt® 1is my business,” He sheds more light on the real
Issues than do the more scholarly efforts. He attributes
censorship to Jealousy, fear, frustration, and socio-
political conservatism disguised as religion. His re-
freshing approach is "street level”™ rather than "ivory

tower."

A history of censorship is presented by Claire and W.M.S,
Russell. Their thesis is that censorship in society is
parallel to the Freudian notion of the individual®s inner
""censor." They argue by analogy that as the individual®s
censor is whimsical and sometimes even biased against

reason and logic, so is society"s censor. As individually

repressed material (obscenity in the analogy to society)
will "out"™ in dreams, slips of the tongue, etc,, and thus
demand increased and continually shifting vigilance from
the inner censor, so too it is with socletally censored

subjects. At one time in history, for example, the censor

guarded against political heresy and allowed bawdy Eliza-
bethan literature to flourish. During the Victorian era
political discussion was free and literature emasculated.
The Russells thus maintain that since censorship does not
give ground- it only shifts its ground- no subjects are
ultimately free from censorship until all are.

The editor, Chandos, has contributed the final essay,
"Unicorns at Play." Examples of "offensive" and "allur-
ing" obscene writing are presented with commentary sug-
gesting that censorship Is Inadequate to the task for
vjhlch it is designed and has an Inevitable attraction for
the unenlightened. The issue of pornography is important
to Chandos because it has been used to Justify censorship,
which is to him essentially unjustifiable.

There are occasional and entirely matter-of-fact refer-
ences in this book to homosexuality in literature, par-
ticularly to The Well of Loneliness with the storm of
attack and support it provoked.

"To Deprave and Corrupt..." 1is highly recommended to the
scholar who wishes to leisurely peruse censorship from a
lofty vantage point. For the rest of us, the books by
either Roth or Kronhausen provide a less random treatment
of pornography, obscenity, and censorship.

- Reviewed by D. K,

Solution to Cryptogram in October 1963 issue;

Kites rise highest against the wind, not with it.
- Winston Churchill

ProQtBss Report on
Lesbian Research

by Ralph H. Gundlach, Ph.D.

It is a pleasure to report our gratification with the re-
turns of completed questionnaires from LADDER readers.
As of December 1st, about 130 had been received by us.

We have looked over these questionnaires to see if all
information essential for describing certain socio-econ-
omic characteristics of the group of 130 is present. As
you know, the procedure for our research calls for ques-
tionnaires from non-Lesbians comparable to the Lesbians
in: age, education, race, and religion, residence (urban,
town, n\iral; east coast, west coast, or middle), father s
education and occupation, and whether or not they had
therapy. This is a long list, but we feel a necessary
one. We believe that the study of two groups similar in
these socio-economic respects, but differing in that one
is homosexual and the other is largely heterosexual, will
reveal Important and significant differences on the many
questions dealing with attitudes and relations to mother,
father, and schoolmates; attitudes and activities in
adolescence and maturity, and many other items in the
questionnaire.

It may Interest you to know that of the 130 Lesbian
respondents are under 30 years of age, 38" are in their
thirties, i@ in the forties, and 8" in the fifties and
sixties. About 37% have completed college, and >"any of
these have advanced degrees. However, only 16% of those
under 30 have completed college, while 50% of those 40 or
over are college graduates. Thpty-six percent of the
total group had some therapy: 8% of those under 30 and
33% of those over 30, The responses came from an oyer
the United States and Canada, with about equal division
between west, east, and middle, and a surprising (to us)
number from relatively small towns.

Is it true, since 37% of those returning questionnaires
are college graduates, that about 37% of Lesbians ~ @
college graduates? Hardly! We have no reason to think
we knL much about Lesbians who are in

untapped by THE LADDER. Can we say that readers of Tffi
ladder have that many graduates among “~hem"

for it may be that UDDER readers who did NOT return tor
seid foS the questionnaire are mostly of high school



education, or for all we know, are mostly college gradu-
ates! Ve do know that many persons wrote In for ques-
tionnaires and have not yet returned them. Will these
people Please answer the questionnaire or mall it back
unanswered? The questionnaire Is then accounted for and
its return will save you from being dunned.

Many people wrote full and significant comments, rich
additions to the printed answers, making their question-
naires come alive. We found that a large number of Les-
bian couples have had long-lasting and satisfying rela-
tionships and a good life. Others feel they could too,
were it not for fear of social reprisal. Others have
knocked about a great deal and are rather unhappy and
lost. How many problems seem to be related to the folk-

ways and myths of our culture!

A number of questionnaires indicate experiences or events
which we did not anticipate and about which we would like
more information. Our procedure for obtaining this is as
follows: We will write some questions about such experi-
ences, put a copy of these questions (with return stamped

addressed envelope) into an envelope marked with the ques-

tionnaire number of the person who indicated this e;qgperl-
ence, seal the envelope - and mall it to the Research
Committee in San Francisco. They will write the respon-
dent® s name and address on the sealed envelope, and mall
it to you. In this way we can keep the lines of communi-
cation open, and maintain your anonymity.

To the slow or frightened: PLEASE GET YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE
IN BEFORE THE END OP JANUARY! At that time we will close
the books on the Lesbian group, and using its age, educa-
tion, and other characteristics as our guide, we will
start the long and hard search for heterosexual persons
willing to fill out the questionnaire. We seek many

housewives, working and career women, who, in total, cor-

respond to the characteristics of the Lesbian group.

DOB CONVENTION (5

Daughters of Bllltls, Inc, proudly announces that its bi-
ennial national convention for 1964 will be held sometime
in early summer, in New York Citv. You are urged to hold
your vacation dates open Just a bit longer. The exact
date of the convention will be announced in next month®"s

issue of THE LADDER if possible. Everyone over 21 is wel-

come to attend the convention, 1 personally invite each
friend and member of DOB to participate in our gathering!

- Cleo Glenn, Anting President
Daughters of Bllltls, Inc.

AESbiam by Gene Damon

247, THE FLESH IS WILLING BY Dorcas Knight, Midwooo Tower, 1962

CORI, 29-YEAR-OLD NEWSPAPER WOMAN IN A SMALL SOUTHERN TCm,
HAS ALWAYS BEEN DIFFERENT. THE ARRIVAL OF ELLEN, A 39-YEAR-
OLD MARRIED WOMAN, STIRS HER TO LOVE, WHICH SHE FIRST DENIES,
THEN ACCEPTS, THE PRESENCE OF ELLEN REMINDS COR 1 OF A COL-
LEGE ROMANCE. Corl SOON LEARNS THAT ELLEN TOO HAS HAD A
SIMILAR COLLEGE AFFAIR, THE TWO SOON BECOME LOVERS, DIFFI-
CULTIES APPEAR, MOSTLY BECAUSE ELLEN IS MARRIED. A SYMPA-
THETIC OLDER WOMAN IN THE SAME LOCAL SOCIETY REVEALS TO THEM
HER OWN Lesbian past and offers to help them. Story line is
BELIEVABLE, BOOK IS QUITE ROMANTIC, AND PLOT IS NOT NEARLY
AS HACKNEYED AS MANY OTHERS OF THE SAfclE ILK.

248, THE FHOENIX HOUR BY SARAH KILPATRICK. ABELAfC-SCHUMAN,
1961, 1962.

TMIO MAJOR PLOTS, ONE HETERSOXUAL AND THE OTHER HOMOSEXUAL;
THE GAMES MISTRESS IN A SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AND HER HOPELESS
LOVE FOR THE VERY BITCHY I6-YEAR-OLD LOIS. NOT AN IMPORTANT
BOOK, BUT QUITE AN ANTIDOTE TO THOSE WHO FEEL OLDER PEOPLE
ARE DANGEROUS TO THE YOUNG, VERY OFTEN IT'S THE OTHER WAY
AROUND, The young tend to be far MORE PREDATORY SINCE THEY
DO NOT UNDERSTAND RIGHT FROM WRONG, OR PERHAPS DO NOT CARE,

249, THE HEAT OF DAY BY March Hastings, MOWo000 Tower, 1963,

A very good paperback from a PROLIFIC AND VERY UNEVEN W«|TER
WHOSE books have RANGED FROM THE POOREST TRI"E TO SOME OF
THE best paperbacks, |IF SHE WERE MORE EVEN IN QUALITY,
EITHER 6000 OR BAD, IT WOULD BE EASIER TO IGNORE HER ALTO-
GETHER OR ELEVATE HER TO THE RANKS OF THE THIiEE OR FOUR
REALLY QUALITY LESBIAN PAPERBACK WRITERS, THIS IS A STORY
OF TWO GIRLS, SUMMER COUNSELORS IN A GIRLS' CAMP, THE SLOW
ADJUSTMENT FROM JUVENILE IRRESPONSIBILITY TO ADULT ACTIONS
IS WELL HANDLED, THE CHARACTER HALLIE, A LESS THAN ADULT
"BUTCH" TYPE, IS AN EXCELLENT PORTRAIT.



250.

251.

252.

253,
1963.

MY SISTER, MY BELOVED BY MIRIAM GARDNER. MONARCH,
Lesbian not an appealing topic but you can forget
THE TITLE HERE, SINCE IT HARDLY APPLIES TO THE BOOK AT ALL,
MISSY AND HOLLY ARE SISTERS AND THEIR FIRST TENTATIVE SEXUAL
PROBINGS ARE WITH EACH OTHER, A NOT UmEARD-OF HAPPENING,
HOWEVER, MISSY IS ACTUALLY A LESBIAN AND AS SHE MATURES SHE

TURNS TO THE OLDER NINA STYROS, A DOCTOR, FOR LOVE,

incest is

254,
MISSY AND HOLLY ARE THE CHILDREN OF A BRILLIANT, ERRATIC
HOLLYWOOD PAIR AND THEY SUFFER ACCORDINGLY. HOLLY'S SUF-
FERING ENOS IN AN UNWANTED PREGNANCY AND ATTEMPTED SUICIDE,
MISSY'S SUFFERING ENDS IN MATURE ACCEPTANCE OF HER LIFE AND
REALIZATION OF THE NATURE OF HER LOVE FOR HER SISTER AND
FOR NINA, AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE LIMITATIONS OF HER
RELATIONSHIP WITH NINA.
is well written, unmarreo by the sexual excess
IN PAPERBACK ORIGINALS, ThE ONLY FLAW IS THE
IS ENOUGH FOR THREE TIMES AS MANY
Far superior to the usual PAPERBACK IN STYLE AND
IN THE APPROACH TO THE SUBJECT.

The novel
EXPECTED
EXCESS OF PLOT; THERE
PAGES,
CONTENT, AS WELL AS

255.

BY DONALD WEBSTER CORY AND
1963.

THE HOMOSEXUAL AND HIS SOCIETY

John P. Leroy, citadel Press,

This is directed to the male homosexual audience but de-
serves ATTENTION FROM ALL SERIOUS STUDENTS OF THE LESBIAN OR
MALE HOMOSEXUAL LIFE, CORY'S WRITING HAS RECEIVED WORLD-
WIDE NOTICE, AND V/E ALL SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH THE CONTENT
OF HIS BOOKS,
IN THE WORLD TODAY FOR THE HOMOSEXUAL MAN, COMPARED TO THE
IN 1940, FOR EXAMPLE,

Primarily, this one discusses the differences

256,
WAY THINGS WERE

LOVE LIKE A SHADOW BY KIMBERLY KEMP, MIDWOOO TOWER, 1962.

A SPOOF ON ALL THE TURfIID WEEPY GAY BOOKS. THE AFFAIRS OF
Olive, a tragic Lesbian novelist, Kyra, gold-digging sensa-
tion SEEKER, and EILEEN, WHO WANTS A MINK COAT MORE THAN

anything else—all HANDLED BY A WRITER WITH A DOUBLED SENSE
OF HUMOR. It'S RATHER FUN AFTER ALL THE SEX-RIDDEN SOMBER

ONES. NOT FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T STAND TO BE LAUGHED AT,

LNLIKE OTHERS BY Valerie Taylor. Midwoco Tower, 1963,
It'S been a while since we've had a Valerie Taylor title
AND HER NEW BOOK 1S VERY WELCOME. THE STORY IS FAMILIAR,
GIRL NEEDS GIRL, FINDS AND WINS GIRL, BUT THE QUALITY OF
THE WRITING (IN SPITE OF A CERTAIN "SLICKNESS") AND THE
IMMEDIACY OF THE PLOT ACTION MAKE THIS A VERY GOOD PAPER-

BACK AND ONE WHICH WILL PLEASE HER LOYAL FANS,

FLESH BY BRIGIL BROPHY. 'MOAO 1962, 1963.

is not a good as her earlier excellent novel KING OF
HERO MARCUS BECOMES A GRADUALLY FEMINIZED
NANCY CLAIMS

This
A RAINY COUNTRY,
CHUBBY bisexual AFTER HIS MARRIAGE TO NANCY.

LOUDLY THAT SHE HAS NO PATIENCE WITH LESBIANISM, BUT MANI-
FESTS MOST THE SIGNS HERSELF. ILSE, MARCUS' SISTER, IS A
Lesbian who is attracted to Nancy, and there is Polydore,
Marcus' boss, who is an elderly "fairy" type. Imitation
Murdoch, well written but overly cold in'spots,

THE LESBIW IN OUR SOCIETY BY W. O. SPRAGUE. . Mowooo
Tower, 1962.

Unusually good non-fiction treatment of Lesbianism, The

first 42 pages entitled "A Short history of Lesbianism" are
excellent despite the brevity, covering IMNY aspects missed
BY supposedly more THOROUGH STUDIES, THERE IS THE USUAL
SELECTION OF CASE HISTORIES AND THEY ARE PRETTY DULL FARE
BY NOW. however THE AUTHOR IS QUITE SYMPATHETIC AND DOES
INCLUDE A NUMBER OF WOMEN NOT TOO FAR FROM PEOPLE WE KNOW
AND EVEN ONE OR TWO WE WOULD ADMIT KNOWING,

IN THE SHAOQIIS BY JOAN ELLIS. wmiowoco TOVJER, 1962.

Quite good paperback, Elaine ransome, executive for an ad-
vertising COMPANY, HAS A RATHER UNSATISFACTORY AFFAIR WITH
KITTENISH TERRY BROOKS, THEN HER BROTHER ERIC MOVES TO TOWN
WITH HIS NEW WIFE KATHY AND ELAINE FALLS FOR KATHY, DESPITE
THIS REASONABLY HOPELESS SITUATION, THE BOOK HAS AN UPBEAT
ENDING AND CONSIDERABLY LESS VULGARITY THAN MOST OF THEM.
JOAN Ellis

PRETTY GOOD AND PROBABLY WILL DO BETTER.

is no Bannon or Christian or Taylor, but she's



Living
Propaganda

Gay life Is new to me since only a year ago | received my
Introduction to It, | had always admired women, but I was
never lucky enough to become Intimate with the girls 1
loved. But one day | discovered the meaning of “*gay," and
from then on I no longer was alone. It was a revelation
to be with gay girls. At first | was so eager to meet
them that | discarded almost all discrimination In choos-
ing a partner. As long as she was gay and nice to me,,.

My attitude brought about undesirable consequences: the
term of my Army enlistment was shortened. 1 did not think
about being careful; 1| was too enthusiastic. And then 1
had a discharge on grounds of homosexuality in my pocket.
Although 1 was sorry to leave the service this way, | also
felt elated because I no longer had anything to hide. 1
wrote my good friends about the real reason for my dis-
charge; for the benefit of acquaintances J1 made up a tale.
I felt really free for the Tfirst time in my life. From
then on, anyone genuinely interested In me would be told
the complete storyl

I wrote many letters explaining and explaining my overall
rebellion and loneliness, and my need for an intimate Les-
bian friend. 1In a way | was testing my friends®™ sincerity.
Also, | was curious about their reactions. They have been
quite varied. Most people are extremely surprised, even
Incredulous. One stupefied girlfriend In Germany wrote,
"You never seemed that strange to me... After all, there
are plenty of males In the U.S_A., even though many of
them may seem unmasculine,,. Are you that afraid of men?
She thinks 1 am out of my head. |In her view, gay life has
no reality.

Others say, "Thank you for your letter. Now we have more
Insight Into your life and can understand what prompted
you to do the things you did,"” Some moralize, with the
best of Intentions, because they care about me. Two
friends were embarrassed. Some have ignored my letters.
Others, after the first shock, asked questions revealing
their curiosity. Between questions, however, they de-
plored my involvements and way of life. And when they ran
out of things to ask, they expressed their disapproval and

sadness.

One girl, though married, accepted me completely right
away, |1 do not feel on display when with her, and can
talk freely even in thr presence of her husband. She is

Interested In hearing about gay life, though she does not
have the curiosity of the outsider looking in. For her,
being gay Is Just part of the world, and not worth making
a fuss about. She Is one of those open-minded persons who
regard prejudice - rather then those prejudiced against -
as a funny creature whose existence they cannot quite
figure out. Another friend actually anticipated my expla-
nation by writing about herself, | asked myself why 1

had not realized years before that she was like me. |
simple had not believed there were others like me!

Reasons for my openness have changed over the years, A
long time ago, 1| desperately wanted to confide In someone
and have that person not condemn me; 1 wanted to be reas-
sured that 1 was '"normal"™ and would grow out of my imma-
turity, Then, after my Ffirst meeting v;Ith gay girls, 1
wanted to share my experiences with an audience. There
was a sensatlonallstic quality about my narrations: |
was telling straight friends about things and people they
had never known. Finally the day came when I began to
know happiness, and | wanted ray really close friends to
know about It. 1 no longer wanted their curiosity but
simply their gladness. 1 continued writing letters and
talking to people - though, 1 hope, never Imposingly,
Finally 1 told my not so close friends also. My inten-
tions were to clear the air between us so they would not

have a false picture.

I want my friends to be more aware of different possibi-
lities in life. 1 can give them a little knowledge about
people whom they would otherwise never consider as real.
Viould 1 not be depriving my straight friends, if I did not
tell them about myself? What better time Is there to cre-
ate broader understanding than when one already has the
advantage of being liked? Friends are prejudiced for one!
V/hat better atmosphere is there than that of friendship
for discussion of various ways of life and love? Friends
will go out of their way, even In their thinking. If they
are Informed of the truth. OFf course, some people are too
set in their mental habits to change. And yet, I can help
create a doubt In their minds! The next time they talk
about "queers," the Image of a concrete person (or two, if
they have also met my friend) will emerge. Their abstract
Judgements will be much less abstract - a simple and prom-
ising fact!

- M. V.

What is your "living propaganda"™ experience? Why not
share it with your fellow readers of THE LADDER? The
Editor welcomes manuscripts which would be usable In this

regular feature.



larottig anb K pii
by Vincent Sheean. (Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1963)

Sinclair "Red" Lewis and Dorothy Thompson were two of the
most Important people In the literary world between 1920
and 19%W). They married on May 14, 1928, less than a year
after their first meeting. Miss Thompson was a rising
star In Journalistic and political circles, and Sinclair
Lewis was the celebrated author of MAIN STREET. He was
also close to being a sexual cripple. Just a step away
from Impotence. Their marriage was miserable, and It
ended, after much hell carefully delineated In this book.
In divorce In 1942. Dorothy was married three times in
all; her first marriage, before Lewis, was also unhappy,
but’the last one Is reputed "tranquil"™ and successful.

Chapter Nine Is entitled "A Rather Strange Interlude."
Nowhere to our knowledge have such open documents concer-
ning Lesbianism appeared in print outside of psychological
case histories - where the subject Is anonymous, not a
recently deceased celebrity. This chapter Includes a des-
cription of a party, lasting ten days, given by Dorothy

at their villa in the hills above Vienna. Among the
guests was the Baroness Hatvany, known to all the world as
novelist Christa WInsloe, author of the famous Lesbian
novel MAEDCHEN IN UNIFORM (THE CHILD MANUELA).

Ironically, during part of the 2 years In which Dorothy
was frequently visiting Europe, Sinclair wrote a novel
condemning career women and Lesbians, entitled ANN VICKERS,

After describing this party, author Sheean comments on the
diary entries concerning Dorothy"s three Lesbian attach-"
mentL He Indicates that some of the names have been
changed "for obvious reasons.” He appears to mean that
the names of the living have been changed. The names of
the two women Dorothy was involved with, besides Christa
WInsloe, have been changed to Initials. The diary entries
are otherwise verbatim.

In the Important entries, Dorothy recalls her first Inter-
feminine romance at 20 with a 37-year-old woman, ending
this section with, "Sometimes I think 1 love her better
than anyone, and there®"s a queer tenderness between us
still.” Following this is a discussion of an affair with
a woman whom she hated (and feared) hy the end of the
affair, but about whom she could still recall a certain
day, a certain kiss. There Is a deft analysis of the emo-
tional differences between making love to a man and making

love to a woman. Then there are pages and pages recount-
ing her love for Christa Vilnsloe - an affair complicated
by WiInsloe"s love for a beautiful young girl ldentified
only as "X."

It Is painful to read - a little too intimate. There Is
nothing so Intimate as a mirror, and these diaries are the
mirrors of the soul of Dorothy Thompson, Some few of her
lines say so much about all Lesbian love and yet so much
about her personal view of love:

"l put the Incident down here as a record of my own sen-
sibility to this woman, V/hat In God"s name does one call
this sensibility if It be not love? This extraordinary
heightening of all one"s Impressions; this Intensification
of sensitiveness; this complete identification of feeling?
It was so when 1 read her book and suddenly felt I must
translate It, because In its essence | might have written
It myself, |1 was Manuela, as she Is Manuela, and every-
thing that has happened to her has In essence, and In
other circumstances happened to me. This Ipcredlble feel-
ing of sisterhood,"

Given a choice, your reviewers feel that this book should
have been published, Just as it stands, about 50 years
from now. In the present. It Is a literary bombshell and
a very Important contribution to the field of variant
biography.

- Reviewed by Gene Damon and Lee Stuart

A FUGITIVE WIND
Where may 1 bury a heart?

In the open field
so that earth accomplish sooner
the dissolution?

Where may 1 bury a heart?
*

In the wind?
In the water?

So loved
that they may have some requital of me.

What is now whispering?
The wind, like a fugitive runs
and fugitive flows the water.

And love Its own way goes
as water and wind.

- Joan James



Dramatic Arts

by Robin Richards

The controversial stace adaptation of BALLAD OF THE SAD
CAFE (originally a novel by Carson McCullers) is playing
to full houses in New York, One side of a passionate
triangle Is homosexual. A physical contest between the
strapping heroine and her husband is the shockingly real-
istic climax of the play. Upheld by this bizarre story
is the essential mystery of human passion.

Television is a much more censored medium than theater or
movies, and mentions of homosexuality are few and far be-
tween. NBC"s "Eleventh Hour"™ gave the subject a try, on
November 13, 1963. V/HAT DID SHE MEAN BY GOOD LUCK? dealt
frankly with Lesbianism, on an adolescent level and in
sophomorlc language and platitudes, Hallle Lambert, a
highly neurotic young actress, is filled with feelings of
persecution; she believes director Marya Stone is picking
on her. It is transference from a former crush on a drama
teacher, and of course Hallle actually loves Marya and
doesn"t wish to admit it even to herself, Beverly Garland
as the director did the only good Job of acting in the
show. Kathryn Hayes, playing the actress, was especially
inept. The handling of the subject was so poor it was em-
barrassing to watch. The only good angle was that Hallie
has a so-so-happy ending instead of being dragged to the
nut hatch. May programs on this series improve or cease.

Leaving out consideration of the Lesbian emphasis in this
movie, THE HAUNTING is a genuine thriller, directed and
acted superbly. The film retains from the novel the
strong Lesbian currents which pass between the two leading
characters, played by Julie Harris and Claire Bloom.
Eleanor (Harris) is a dried-up, frightened, splnsterlsh
women with an evil and unfortunate past. Theo (Bloom) is
an artist. They come to Hill House to investigate rumors
that it is haunted. The inhabitants of the house have had
a frightening history, punctuated by violent death.

Eleanor has nowhere to go in her personal life, and she
comes to Hill House at a desperate moment. Theo is given
no past life in the movie at all, except In one scene
where she refers to her life and apartment with another

person; and when asked if she is married, she makes it
clear she is homosexual. However, this is always clear,
for she begins to throw passes at Eleanor (whom she calls
Nell, since "it is the affectionate term for Eleanor,
isn"t 1t?"") from the very first dual scene. After that,
all of the homosexual dialogue from Shirley Jackson®s
novel is retained, except for the 'garden scene' which
would have been difficult to recreate even if Lesbian love
scenes were acceptable.

One criticism: It might not be wholly believable that a
beautiful, sophisticated woman like Theo would choose to
pursue hotly the drab Eleanor, Hot that Miss Harris is
drab, but for the role of Eleanor she is deliberately aged
and made unattractive. Robin recommends THE HAUNTINGt

THE SILENCE, an Ingmar Bergman movie due to be shown in
this country in the coming months, has a theme of Lesbian
Incest, The film"s graphic frankness has drawn sharp
criticism even in broad-minded Sweden. A friend abroad
recently wrote, "There is a character in it who carries
on "shocking" with her sister.” Watch for a review later.

THAT NEW YEAR - LOVE

The sight of hedons
Romping guilty through
Drunken streets

Sent me searching

Dark places

For wounded eyes.
Strange people

In small places
Furtive soul

Meets suave faces

And one Madonna
Smiling through the lies.

- Kris Carson

Love dies
Love dies

held too lightly

if
if held too tightly

Lightly or tightly
How am I to know

Whether I am killing you
or letting you go?

- Patricia Ann Lower



"The only fault with THE LADDER is its brevity, imybe | should
BE THANKFUL (AND | AMI) THAT IT IS AS LONG AS IT IS; AND YET

WOULDN'T IT BE NICE IF THE LADDER ADDED A FEW MORE RUNGS, VIHAT
IS LACKING - MONEY, PERSONNEL, TIME, AVAILABILITY OF MATERIAL?"

- L. H., DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

EDITOR'S REPLY; THE LADDER'S PRESENT SIZE 1S DETERMINED BY OUR
EQUIPMENT. A RECENTLY-ACQUIRED ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER ALREADY GIVES
US MORE LINES PER PAGE— FOR EXAMPLE, COMPARE PAGES 12 AND 16 IN
DECEMBER ISSUE— BUT THE NUMBER OF PAGES IS LIMITED BY THE STAPLING
MACHINE. WITH MORE MONEY, WE COULD CHANGE BOTH OUR EQUIPMENT AND
OUR PRINTING METHOD AND HAVE A MORE PROFESSIONAL-LOOKING MAGAZINE
WITH MORE MATERIAL INSIDE, OF COURSE, GOOD MATERIALS FOR THE LAD
DER ARE ALWAYS WELCOME— WE CAN NEVER HAVE ENOUGH! GETTING AN
abundance of QUALITY MATERIAL TO CHOOSE FROM WOULD CERTAINLY COME
BEFORE CONSIDERATION OF MAJOR CHANGES IN OUR EQUIPMENT OR METHOD
OF PRINTING. Keep those MANUSCRIPTS AND LETTERS COMING!

"The very moving 'Plea to the Silent Ones' by rose Narie of Port-
land IN the December issue has come like an unexpected and long
AWAITED Christmas gift to me. | have subscribed to THE LADDER
since August and loved every issue; it has been like a lighted
CANDLE IN the DARK FOREST HERE IN OREGON WHERE NOTHING, NO PUB-
LICATION OR ORGANIZATION OF ANY KIND EXISTS TO HELP THE HCMOFHILE,
NOW COMES THIS ARTICLE WHICH SURPASSES ANYTHING I'VE EVER READ,

"Did you HAVE ANY IDEA WHEN YOU STARTED PUBLISHING THE LADDER How
VERY FAR ITS BRIGHT MESSAGES OF HOPE MIGHT REACH SOME DAY? THE
VERY FEXL GOOD— NOT JUST WORDS— YOUR SI/.ALL MAGAZINE 1S CAPABLE OF
DOING? Its POSSIBILITIES ARE STAGGERING!"

- M. M., Oregon

"I AM WRITING A FEW WORDS OF SYMPATHY TOWARDS JEANNACE FREEMAN.

"AMONGST THE AMERICAN PERIODICALS THAT | BUY EACH MONTH IS THE
POLICE GAZETTE, and IN THE March 1963 issue was a short write-up
OF THE Freeman-Jackson case. The article in the August LADDER
WAS more FULLY WRITTEN AND ALLOWED A BETTER UNDERSTANDING.

"I'M AFRAID THAT MOST OF MY SYMPATHY IS FOR MISS FREEMAN, AND NOT
SO MUCH FOR THE CHILDREN, ALTHOUGH THE POOR LITTLE TYKES DIDN'T
DESERVE SUCH A FATE. IT SEEMS INCREDIBLE TO ME THAT PUBLIC SYM-
PATHY IS NOT MORE WITH JEANNACE FREEMAN, AFTER HAVING READ AN
ACCOUNT OF HER EARLY CHILDHOOD, IT IS SO EASY TO CONDEMN, AND SO
MANY PEOPLE ARE DOGMATIC IN THEIR VIEWS,

"1 CERTAINLY HOPE THAT SHE WAS NOT OR WILL NOT BE EXECUTEO, AS NO
USEFUL PURPOSE WILL BE SERVED THAT | CAN SEE."

- G. M., Australia

"Yes, indeed, the LADDER IS WORTH more than any $4 to ME! Let's
KEEP IT GOING AND EVENTUALLY MAKE IT BIGGER AND BETTER!

"l LooK FORWARD TO RECEIVING THE LADDER EACH MONTH FOR THE SAME
reason THAT | ANTICIPATE THE COMING OF ANY MAGAZINE— IT BRINGS ME
VIEWS THAT ARE NEW AND NOVEL TO CONTEMPLATE, AND NEWS OF PROGRESS
BEING MADE. PERHAPS IT MEANS MORE TO ME THAN OTHER PUBLICATIONS
BECAUSE | CAN HAVE A PART IN IT,

"THANKS FOR TRANSLATING MY § INTO WORDS, PRINTED INFORMATION, AND
ENCOURAGEMENT."

- M. U,, KANSAS

"Public acceptance of those whose sexual orientation differs from
THAT OF THE MAJORITY MUST EVENTUALLY BECOME A REALITY, | AM OLD
ENOUGH NOW TO DO SOME LOOKING BACK OBJECTIVELY, | AM SADDENED
WHEN 1 THINK OF THE HARM CAUSED BY SOME HOMOSEXUALS WHO, | NOW
KNOW, MADE THEIR MISTAKES CHIEFLY DUE TO THEIR FEAR-RIDDEN LIVES.



I AM THINKING PARTICULARLY OF SOME ERRORS OF JUDGEMENT, EVEN CRU-
ELTIES, ON THE PART OF HOMOSEXUALS IN THE TEACHING AND SOCIAL WRK
PROFESSIONS, PEOPLE OF FINE CHARACTER, INTELLIGENT ENOUGH TO EARN
ADVANCED COLLEGE DEGREES. THE SECRECY WHICH SOCIETY FORCED UPON

THEM IN THE MOST IMPORTANT AREA OF THEIR LIVES - THEIR LOVE-LIFE-
CAUSED THE ILL-AT-EASENESS AND TENSION WHICH AFFECTED THEIR WORK,

"TO SOME PEOPLE THIS MIGHT BE AN ARGUMENT FOR PUTTING ALL HOMO-
SEXUALS OUT OF CIRCULATION, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, NOI MANY OF THE
WORLD'S FINEST PEOPLE LOVE ONE OF THEIR OMN SEX. THE WORLD NEEDS
THEIR WORK BUT IT NEEDS THEM AT WORK, FREE FROM THE EXCESSIVE
PRESSURES PUT UPON THEM BY THE IGNORANT,"

- A Reader

"I'M FOR YOU, ALL THE WAY, BUT SOMETIMES,,, (GRRRJ)...DO | GET
UPSET OVER YOUR EMPHASIS ON SEXI UE UNDERSTAND WHAT WE ARE, BUT
THE WORLD DOESN'T; AND WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A HARD TIME TRING TO
CONVINCE THE WORLD THAT WE ARE RIGHT, UNLESS WE CAN REALLY PROVE
THAT WE LOVE, THE LADDER IS THE VOICE OF LESBIANISM TO DATE -
AND FOR ALL THAT THIS MAGAZINE HAS REALLY SAID, WE MIGHT JUST AS

WELL DEPEND ON GREENWICH VILLAGE,
L

"Struggle, struggle.., the average lesbian doesn't care. Laws,
LAWS.,, The average lesbian is not affected by laws as she never
GETS involved WITH THEM. TEE DECENT-LIVING LESBIAN HAS NO NEED
FOR LAWS, AS EVEN HER OWN NEIGHBORS DO NOT KNOW THAT SHE IS A LES-
BIAN. LAWS? W T ARE WE GOING TO DO - PARADE THE STREETS WITH
SIGNS PROCLAIMING THAT WE ARE LESBIANS, AND NEED LAWS? FOR WHAT?
Laws to love each other? Laws to feel emotion? What do we need
LAWS FOR? we love IN SECRET; WE LIVE IN SECRET; WE SPEAK IN
SECRET. 'AHEN | LOVE, | DO NOT CONSULT THE LAW.

"WHAT I'M DRIVING AT IS THIS: LET'S HAVE THE LADDER REFLECT THE
feeling OF LESBIAN LOVE - SECRET THOUGH IT MAY BE, HIDDEN, EVEN
DENIED. If WE THINK WE ARE GOING TO GET LAWS TO UPHOLD LESBIAN-
ISM, WE ARE MISTAKEN, WE ARE DIFFERENT, WE ARE APART, AND WE MUST
REMAIN SO. LET US NOT SEEK EITHER UWS OR INFLUENCE."

-J. R.OJ. W, NEWYORK

BILITIS
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arc you on...f

THE GRAPEVINE

No one, 5ay or firolgkt, should miss
what Jess Steam has to say about
the lesbian and her nation-wide

GRAPEVINE. Buy it for y«r..ii,
your or your
Quick delivery |

Price? Outside California $5.20

(Includes : *25 for petlag* and handling)

California residents
add 4% S’il’f‘ - - $5.4O

| | | Book Sorvic

1232 Market St> Suite 108
San Francisco 2,Calif*



HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO GET THOSE LESBIAN TITLES YOU HAVEN*T BEEN ABLE TO FIND AT YOR
LOCAL LIBRARY, BOOKSICRE, CR NEWSDEALERS. MOST CP THEMARE QUT GF PRINT. THE D.O.B.
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES A SPECIAL SAIE OF A LARGE GROUP CF BOOKS - MEANT FOR YOUR BOKSHAIIF.

Hard-Cchver Titles

THE UNLIT 1AW - Radclyffe Hall, Redclyffe Hall did not begin with *The Well of Lone-
liness” nor end with 1t.  This earlier novel depicts the Ifilled love of a Lesbian
woman who must sacrifice herself for her family, A veiy beautiful loe story In a
muted tone which ranks with the best in the field. New, $50, used, |A»00.*

SEX VARIACT WOVMEN IN LITERATURE - Dr, Jeamette Foster, BEveryore has heard of this
book - but have you read 1It? This s no dull suney, no list of books, but a total
picture of the history of Lesbians, their loe, their laughter and tears fram the
begimings of literature to modem writings. Told by a woman who devoted her life to
the researching of much that is thrilling and undotaineble. New, $&00,*

I WILL NCT SRRE - Belire Mayhere, The Incandescent face of a young nun IS 1rresis-
tibly attractive and fatally alluring to the young French heroire of this noel. An
autooiographical novel to be read again and again.  New, 73,50.~

MY NAVE IS RUSTY - Janson, A wemen’s prison and the less fortunate Lesbian’s
view of the world. All of the white hot pession, betrayal, and fears of intimecy

under the eyes of the lawv. Melodrama? or social document? But fast-moving vital

entertainment. New, $2,50,*

THE TREE AND THE VINE — Dolla de Jong, Two young women meet and love one another In an
arbivalent relationship set 1n Holland just before the Second World War.  Special
handling of a lesbian love story. New, $2,75,*

MEMDIRS GF A NN - Denis Diderot, Convertt life 200 years ago, supposedly told by e
young girl, but the very gay affairs were actually pemned by e fainous French writer.
No dull classic this. New, $3,00.*

NIKKI - Kevin Mecrae, The very dashing Nikki nnd her life and loves, heartbreak ard
grief and then joy. All this and the excrtement of a charming group of Lesbians In
World War Il London and an even more exciting Lesbian haven on the west coest of the
U, S. A, A very happy book. New, $2,50,*

DANGEROUS GAMES — Tereska Torres. Cuckolding of the male of the species  two women
1S usually seen through the eyes of the male. Not S0 In this bodk, brittle ad fas-
cinating,” New, $3,00.*

THE SCORPION — Anna E, Welrauch, A kaleidosoopic story of Geman Lesbian Iife. The
goad, the bed, the grey areas of a kind of gay life far removed fram our society today.
Ower 1t all the single absorbing story of a love affair VAIidh lived beyond with
a consuming passion.  New, $A,00, used $3,00,*

THE QOTGAST - Anna E. Weirauch,  Sequel to "The Soorpion,””  Continues the story of
German Lesbian society and the adjustment of the heroine to a *'life of her on” after
the love affair begun In the first movel. Don"t let the poor title fool you - these
people are not "outcasts. NI, $4.00, used $3,50,*

THALIA - Frances Faviell, 18-year-old Rachel 10 a sesside town In Brittany to be
the "aopadlad’ of love-starved adolescentt Thalia, On that wave—ounded coest, a brood-
ing porerful love is conceived and acted out to a thundering clinex. New, $3,00.

THE mUSIONIST - Frangoise "Uet-Jorls. What happens when a 15-year-old girl falls
in love with her father’s mistress? Helere tells the of her lowe affair with
the beautiful and bewitching Lesbian, Tarara, New, $2,50, used, $2,00,*




CHRISTH& COF SMDEN - Margaret Coldsmith* She coulld have been the most ponerful waman
in the world in her day, but she dose the love of a girl Instead and abdicated her
throre rather than marry aman.  The life of a fascinating Lesbian, true and thrilling
In every detail. Used, S3%00,*

TRIO - Dorothy Baker, [IMilssBaker™s first mgjor Lesbian nowel, oe of the few signif-
iIcant Lesbian titles fran the 1905, A dallenging study of the evils of domination
and poner. Qut-dated, but good writing and an mportant title. Used, $2,50,*

THE MIDDLE HAST - Mary Rerault.  First core first senved to aur only 5 aopies of this
rare and nportant Lesbian love story by one of the mgjor writers in the hanosexual
field,” The adventxires of Leo and her houseboat aren™t to be missed. Used, $65«00,*

THE HOTEL - Elizabeth Bonen, A scarce title ad desenvedly 0. One sumer at a hotel
where a girl finds loe of various kinds and adosenes the loves of others.  Used, $4,°"

REGIMEOT G- WOVEN - Clemence Dane, A classic Lesbian movel, very rare ad very valu-
able - here for an unusual price because 1t 1s a well-used oy, proof of many read-
ings, Few "regiments” will desenve equal space on your shelf.  Used, $7,50,*

WE TOO ARE DRIFTING - Gale Wilhelm, 'Poor Iittle leaves - we too are drifting,”” Hawe
you ever been so happy that youhad to curl your fingers into fists well hidden iIn
your jacket podket to keep franshouting the joy of your love to the world? If 0 -
and 1T not - you™11 want this bodk, a love stoiy, a real loe story. Used, $3,00,*

Paper-back titles

THE PRICE (F SALT - Claire Morgan, Without gviestion this is the finest entirely
modem Lesbian novel yet written. Bveryone can Identafy personally with this <
which honestly deals with Lesbian loe, rorantically yet factually. This is, In
vermecular, * real thing,”” New, ,50.

WE WALK AIXINE - Ann Alldrich, Despite flans and the author™s desperate persomal out-
lodk, this is a fascinating semi-factual account of sone aspects of the Lesbian soci-
eties to be foud in any large cily, Aldrich is a highly articulate writer. New, ,50,

WE TOO MUST LOVE — Ann Aldrich, Again, chronicles of the more unusual sides of Lesbian
society.  Provocative and very readdble.  New, ,90,

FIRST PERSON, THIRD SEX - Sloare Britain, One of the few paperback novels to hadle
gromn wamen In Lesbian roles.  These are teadhers ad professiomnal wcaen and how they
Ine - well and with loe - In two worlds.  Sloare Britain™s finest movel. New, ,75,

SPRING FIRE - Vin Packer, Frankly sensual and erotic but beautifully handled love
scenes mark this early papertack (aut of print) by the now notorious Vin Pader, the
alter ego of Ann Aldrich, Not to be missed. New, ,50,*

WE TOO ARE DRIFTING - Gale Willhelm, See description aowe, this pege. New, 50,

THE STRANG3J PATH (TORCHLIGHT TO VALHALIA) - Gale Wilhelm.”, This very fine writer™s
secord book 1s another spellbinding loe story. Believable and hgpy.  New, 50,

LOVELIEST CF FRIENDS — Sheila Donisthorpe, Do you know what you are to me?’ ge
ased, 'Loweliest of friends, ad friedliest of lowers.” In the whirlpool of loe
and sensation she folloned a girl t hell and back. New, ,75,*

G_:\B/(!IA - _(r)rlévia, "W firstolzatﬁe was Iast loe; ﬁlle otgredrs p\g{ehre arL:jlasked ad mglnls—
wered," autobiography years, when love beauty are
petals on the sare floner. Unforgettable, New, ,75,



THE WHISPERED SEI - Kay Martin, First book by the now well-knoawn author of this 1
year’s Putnam I¥lze novel “All the Gods s.ed Goddesses,*  One woman In this book will

haunt your dreams. New, <50»*
DANGERCDS GAMES - Tereska Torres.  See description on first pege. New, ,50,°

EVIL FRIENDSHIP - VIn Packer. Based on fact, but highly fictionalized tale of evil
domination - the burgeoning aadlan of one nbild as she leads another girl to hell.

Bxcellent and haunti”™ chiller. New, .50.

(D GIRL QT - Ann Banon. The first novel of the famous Ailm Bannon series, Beth
and Laura and lowe. In tension ad lassitude, fear and peace, fulfillment and dis-
covery, The first chapter In the history of good Lesbian pepertacks. New, ,50.

I AMAWOMLN —Ann Bamon, The second of the wonderful Bannon series, introducing the
universally appealing Beebo Brinker. This novel Includes the fanous bar soene \dietrein
Beebo "'explain™ Lesbian love. You’ll be a loser if you miss this ae. New, ,90,

cr LOVE FORBIDDEN (THE SCORPION) - Anna E, Welrauch. See description on First pege
under title "The Scorplon.® Kew, <50,*

SUCH IS My BEHOVED (WDD WOMLN) - Carol Hales. For every girl who ever dreant of a
lovely girl, a gentle girl, lover ad beloved. The "Wind warenf - forever beguiling,
sniling there just outside the window pare, a fragile imege, a zepyr. New, S0.

MZ SISTER, MY EHOGID — Edbdrw Mark.  The forbidden fTuit — far beyond being a les-
bian. The love for a_half—elster and all the teaet 1t brings, told rapidly ad
burlding to a thundering climex. New, ,50,*

WHISPER THEIR IDVE — Valerie Taylor,- First novel of a woman who ranks with the finest
writers in our field. This ocollege story deplots the most forbidden loe — an affair
between a student and a teadher. The ever—present fear of discovely and the sensual
first lowe are beautifully handled. The "'you are there' tone carries the reader Into
the book and while the book lasts, you belong to the story. New, ,50.*

TO ORDER
List your doices: Specify whether hard-cover or paper-back, new or used. Please
give a second doice for titles marked with an asterisk, — Limited suply,)

Sales tax: For Califomia residents O\LY, Add 4b to total order.

Handling charge: THIS INCLUDES POSTACE!
— For one or more haird-cover books, or a mixed order of hard-covers and

paper-acks, 25" flat rate for the whole order,

- For ane or noore paper-tacks, 15™ flat rate for the whole order.

Checks and money orders: Make payable to DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC,

Mall to: BOOK SRRVICE, Daughters of Bllitis, Inc,, 123 Market St., Suite 108,
San Francisco 2, Califomia.

BONUS!1
We will include FREE an extra book (sorry, no dolce) with every order for 5
books, or 2 FREE books with every order for 10 or nmore.



