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purpose off the

0^  B I L I T I S
,4 IVOAIEN’S ORGANIZATIOS FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE i n t e g r a t i o n  OF THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY B Y : ^

...........O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to ¡society.

Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

e Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.

VOLUNTEER FOR RESEARCH !
Do YOU BELIEVE IN THE STATED PURPOSE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF B IL IT IS  

TO ENCOURAGE AND FURTHER RESEARCH ABOUT THE HOMOPHILE? ARE YOU 

ALSO W ILL IN G  TO ACT ON YOUR B E LIE F?

THEN F I L L  IN  YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS BELOW (AND HAVE YOUR FRIENDS 

a d o  TH E IR S ) AND M A IL  T H IS  COUPON TO RESEARCH, DAUGHTERS OF B I L I ­

T I S ,  1232 Ma r k e t  St . ,  Su i t e  I08, Sa n  Fr a n c is c o  2 ,  Ca l i f o r n i a .

Th e y  w il l  s e n d  y o u  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  b o o k l e t ,  i^  c o n t a in in g  y o u r  

NAME, w h ic h  y o u  W IL L  SEND WHEN COMPLETE DIRECT TO DR. GUVOLACH 

IN  THE ENVELOPE TO BE PROVIDED.

Re q u e s t  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  only i f  y o u  a r e  w il l i n g  t o  f i l l  i t  o u t I 

(NOTE: T h i s  s t u d y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  w om en . )

NAME

ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

NAKE

ADDRESS



the Laddèli Oc t o b e r  1963 
VOLUME 8  NUMBER t

PubtlsKed monthly by tho Doughfort o l Bflltls, Inc., o non- 
pioflt corporotlon, 1232 Morkot Stroot« Suite 108« Son Fran­
cisco 2, Californio, Telephone: UNderhill 3 -  8196>

NATIONAL OFFICERS, DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.

President— Jaye B e ll ^
l^ice President— Matty Elliott
Recording Secretary— Margaret Heinz
Corresponding Secretary— Barbara Gittings
Public R ela tions Director— Meredith Grey
Treasurer— Ev Howe

THE LADDER STAFF

Editor— Barbara_ Gittings
Fiction and Poetry Editor— Agatha Mathys
Art Editor— Kathy Rogers
Los A ngeles Reporter— Sten Russell
Chicago Reporter— Jean Sand
Production— Joan Olivet
Circulation Manager— Cleo Glenn

THE LADDER is regarded as a sounding board for various 
points of view on the homophile and related subiects and 
dons not necessarily reflect the opinion of the organization.

contents ^
TOTWRD A Qu a k e r  V i b v  o f  Se x  -  Re v ie w  b y  An n a  k it c h e n ........................ 4

To BE A f.lAN -  THE STORY OF "FR A N K LIN  THCI.IPS0N" -

b y  L e n n o x  St r a n g .............................................................7

A  To u c h  o f  F r ie n d s h ip  -  a  s t o r y  b y  L e s l i e  L o n d o n ................................ 10

.........................................................................................................................
Cr o s s -C u r r e n t s .........................................................................................................................

V.£ tw o  tW N 'T  l a s t  -  BY ANN ALDRICH -  REVIEW BY GENE D A M 0 N .. .J 8

SIGN UP FOR r e s e a r c h ! ......................................................................................................
THE e ig h t h  w oman  -  REVIEW OF "TH E GROUP" BY IvlARY i.CCARTHY..  . . 2 2

Re Ìsders  Re s p o n d ....................................................................... * ............... * .........................

COVER BY JEN ^
COPYRIGHT 1963 BY DAUGHTERS OF B I L I T I S ,  iN C .,  SAN FRANCISCO, C A L.



TOWARDS A QUAKER 

VIEW OF SEX

AN ESSaY by a GTOUP OF FRIENDS. EDITED BY ALASTAIR HERON.

REVIEW BY ANNA KITCHEN

T H IS  ESSAY WAS THE OUTCOME OF A NEARLY S IX -Y E A R  STUDY IN  GREAT 

B R IT A IN  BY A GROUP OF MEMBERS OF THE RELIG IO US SOCIETY OF

FRIENDS (Qu a k e r s ) .  THE " c o n c e r n "  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  who  i n i t i a t e d

THE STUDY SPRANG FROM THE REQUESTS FROM QUAKER STUDENTS FOR 

f t ’ IOANCE PERTAIN ING TO SEXUAL D IF F IC U L T IE S , T H IS  CONCERN LED 

THE GROUP TO SEARCH "HEIR OWN HEARTS AND MINDS AND T H E IR  OWN 

RELIGIO US F A IT H  IN  AN ATTEMPT TO SPEAK TO THE CONDITION OF THE 

HOMOSEXUAL AND OTHERS WITH SEXUAL PROBLEMS, THE GROUP INCLUDED 

PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING, PENOLOGY, MARRIAGE GUIDANCE, 

PSYCHIATRY, B IO LO G Y, PSYCHOLOGY, AND LAW, TH E IR  ESSAY DOES NOT 

REPRESENT AN O F F IC IA L  OPINION OF THE FR IE N D S ; HOWEVER, THE SOCI­

ETY SPONSORED IT S  PU BLICA TIO N  IN  ORDER TO STIM ULATE THOUGHT,

T h e  GROUP r e a l iz e d  f ir s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  s o c i e t y ' s  H YPO C RITIC AL SEXUAL 

MORAL CODE MIGHT BE THE CAUSE OF THE WIDESPREAD CONTEMPT AMONG 

YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THE RULES AND PR O H IB IT IO N S  PLACED ON THEM, THE 

GROUP FELT IT  NECESSARY IN  FACT TO QUESTION THE WHOLE B A S IS  OF 

JUDGEMENT OF WHAT IS  RIGHT AND WHAT IS  WRONG USED BY SOCIETY AND 

BY THE GREATER PART OF THE C H R IS T IA N  CHURCH, THEY HAVE REASON, 

THEY S TA T E , TO SAY THAT SEXUALITY IS  NEITHER GOOD NOR E V IL  EUT A 

FACT OF NATURE. BUT AS C HR ISTIAN S THEY SAY THAT SEXUALITY IS  A 

GLORIOUS G IF T  OF GOO. THEY FEEL THAT A TRUE C H R IS T IA N IT Y  MUST 

VALUE LOVING R E U T IO N S H IP S  AND CANNOT LACK COMPASSION FOR THE 

IN D IV ID U A L  PERSON OR UNDERSTANDING OF IN D IV ID U A L  PROBLEMS, IT  

MUST BE CONCERNED WITH WHAT IS  TRUE AND WHAT WORKS~"WORKS TOWARD 

COMPLETE HUMAN FU LFILLM E N T "— RATHER THAN BEING CONCERNED ONLY 

WITH APPROVED PATTERNS OF CONDUCT, THEY DISCUSS THE FACTS ABOUT 

SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT, S T A T IS T IC S  ON SEXUAL BEH AVIO R , AND INSIG HTS 

AND OBSERVATIONS ABOUT HOlWOSEXUALITY IN A WAY WHICH SHOWS THAT

THE PRESENT SOCIAL CODE AND THE TR A D ITIO N A L O lR IS T IA N  MORALITY 

ARE NOT CONSISTENT WITH PRESENT DAY KNOVW^OGE ABOUT S 0 ( .

Th e  GROUP r e a c h e d  n o  d e f i n i t e  c o n c l u s io n s  a b o u t  THE RIGHTNESS OR 

WRONGNESS OF HOMOSEXUALITY AND ARE CAREFUL TO SAY THAT THEY DO 

n o t  m e a n  t o  b e  ENCOURAGING HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR, ALSO THEY SAY 

MUCH MORE RESEARCH IS  NEEDED, BUT THEY 0 0  CONCLUDE, FROM TH E IR  

SINCERE SEARCHING OF TH EIR  OWN M IN D S, HEARTS, AND TH E IR  F A IT H , 

t h a t  a  n e w  MORALITY IS  NEEDED. THEY SET FORTIH THE VIEWPOINT THAT 

THE WAY TO A WiORKABLE MORALITY IS  NOT IN  ACCEPTING TR AD ITIO N AL 

S O C IA L OR C H R IS T IA N  CODES WHICH CLAIM TO KNOW WHAT IS  RIGHT AND 

WHAT IS  WRONG. THEY FEEL THAT MORALITY SHOULD BE C R EATIVE. FOR 

IT  TO BE S O , IT  MUST BE IN ACCORD WITH THE TRUTH, AND ONE MUST 

MAKE THAT TRUTH H IS  OWN THROUGH D IL IG E N T  SEARCH,

It  i s  EACH IN D IV ID U A L 'S  R E S P O N S IB ILITY  TO USE THE G IF T  OF SEXU­

A L IT Y  PROPERLY— NOT BECAUSE THE MORAL CODE SAYS HE MUST, BUT BE­

CAUSE THAT IN D IV ID U A L ’ S OWN DEVELOPMENT AND CAPACITY TO ENJOY THE

g i f t  :>f  s e x u a l it y  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  I T .  If  t h e  g if t  i s  m is u s e d  i t

RESULTS IN DEGRADATION, WHICH MEANS THAT THE PERSON IS  DESTROYING 

H IS  OWN CAPACITY FOR SHARING SINCERE LOVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH 

OTHERS. Th e  f r ie n d s  GROUP ARE CONCERNED WITH THE MEANING OF 

"TFO U SHALT L O V E . . . "  RATHER THAN "THOU SHALT N O T . . . "  AND TO 

THEM LOVE MEANS WARMTH, IN TIM ACY, G IV IN G , A DESIRE TO KNOW AND BE 

KNOWN A rc  A W ILLINGNESS TO SUFFER THROUGH COMMITMENT TO THE OTHER 

PERSON. S O C IE TY , THEY POINT OUT, NEEDS SUCH LOVING R ELATIO NSHIPS, 

AND HURTS ITSELF IN  TRYING TO UPHOLD A MORAL CODE OF THOU-SHALT- 

N O T 'S  WHICH PREVENT RATHER THAN ENCOURAGE INVOLVEMENT OF THE 

i n d i v i d u a l  in  THE L IV E S  OF OTHERS. THEY SAY THE NEW MORALITY 

MUST NOT ALLOW EXPLOITATION OF OTHERS, NOR MUST IT  LEAD ANY IN D IV ­

IDUAL TO A RESTRICTED L IF E  IN WHICH WARMTH AND JOY AND LOVE ARE

D E N IE D ,

THE GROUP ADMIT THAT T H IS  SEARCH FOR A NEW MORALITY W ILL  BE MUCH 

HAR3ER THAN MERELY FOLLOWING A TR A D ITIO N A L MORAL CODE, AND THAT 

THE R E S P O N S IB ILITY  IT  IM P LIE S  CANNOT BE ACCEPTED A L O N E -'?  fT  MUST 

BE R E S P O N S IB IL ITY  W ITH IN  A GROUP WHOSE MEMBERS ARE EQUALLY COMMIT­

TED TO THE SEARCG FOR GOD'S W IL L ."  IT  W ILL  INVOLVE D IS C IP L IN E , 

FRUSTRATION, AND SUFFERING. IT  W ILL  NOT ALLE V IA TE  SEXUAL PROB­

LEM S, Bu t ,  "WHEREAS THE EMOTIONAL OR MORAL RESPONSE FOCUSES 

a t t e n t io n  ON THE CONTROL OF THE SEXUAL URGE IN  IS O LA T IO N , THE W(AY



OF L IF E  WE HAVE DESCRIBED MAKES IT  L IK E L Y  THAT THE PARTICULAR 

SEXUAL PROBLEM W IL L  BE SEEN IN  THE F U LL  CONTEXT OF ORDINARY D A IL Y  

L IV IN G , AND THUS BE KEPT IN  PERSPECTIVE AS SOMETHING FOR WHICH 

GOD HAS NOT ONLY A SOLUTION BUT A  P O S IT IV E  PURPO SE."

At  t h e  OUTSET OF TH E IR  CHAPTER ON "H O M O S E X U A LITY ," THE GROUP ADM IT  

THAT "HOMOSEXUALITY CONJURES UP MORE PASSION AND PREJUDICE THAN 

PO SSIBLY ANY OTHER SUBJECT THAN THAT OF COLOUR," THEY GO ON TO 

SAY THAT "ONE SHOULD NO MORE DEPLORE •HOMOSEXUALITY’  THAN L E F T -  

HANDEDNESS." FOR THOSE TO WHOM HOMOSEXUALITY IS  NATURAL, "PERSE­

CUTION W IL L  MAKE THEM IN H IB IT E D , MAD, OR S U IC ID A L , BUT IT  W IL L  

NOT MAKE HETEFCSEXUALITY ANY MORE NATURAL FOR THEM, OR INCREASE 

THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF THOSE WHO TRY AND FORCE THEM INTO I T , "  THE 

ESSAY’ S DISCUSSION OF THE LAWS RELATION TO HOMOSEXUALITY, INCLU­

DING A CAPSULE HISTORY OF TH E IR  EVOLUTION FROM B IB L IC A L  T IM ES TO 

THE PRESENT, IS  AN ESPECIALLY INFORMATIVE SECTION EVEN THOUGH IT  

REFERS C HIEFLY TO ENGLISH LAW.

WHEREAS THE GROUP DO NOT SEEM TO BE LIE V E  THAT THE HOMOSEXUAL MAN 

IS  LACKING OR DENYING ANY IN T R IN S IC  FU LF ILLM E N T , THEY DO SUGGEST 

THAT THE FEMALE HOMOSEXUAL OFTEN UNCONSCIOUSLY MISSES MOTHERHOOD 

AND THE TRUE SATISFAC TIO N  OF A RELATIONSHIP WITH A  MEN. IS T H IS  

A V A LID  COMMENT ON WOMAN'S B IO LO G IC A L AND PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS,

OR RATHER A CULTURE-BOUND ASSUMPTION? THE GROUP APPARENTLY FEEL 

THAT FEMALE HOMOSEXUALS ARE MORE OFTEN UNHAPPY BECAUSE THEY DO 

NOT F U L F IL L  THE TR AD ITIO N AL WOMAN'S ROLE, W HILE THE MALE HOMO­

S E X U A L'S  D IF F IC U L T IE S  USUALLY DERIVE FROM AN AC TIV E  SO C IAL S T IG M A ,

THE GROUP CONCLUDE THAT "SURELY IT  IS THE NATURE AND Q UALITY OF 

A R ELATIO N SH IP  THAT MATTER: ONE MUST NOT JUDGE IT  BY IT S  OUTWARD 

APPEARANCE BUT BY ITS  INNER WORTH. HOMOSEXUAL AFFECTION CAN BE 

AS SELFLESS AS HETEROSEXUAL AFFEC TIO N , AND THEREFORE WE CANNOT 

SEE THAT IT  IS  IN SOME WAY MORALLY WORSE."

’,VORTH NOTING IS  THAT THE ESSAY HAS GIVEN EQUAL ATTENTI ON— SIXTEEN  

PAGES EACH— ^TO THE HOMOSEXUAL AND HETEROSEXUAL O R IEN TATIO N S, THE 

MEMBERS OF THE GROUP HAVE DEALT W ITH HOMOSEXUALITY AND SEXUALITY 

ITS E LF IN  A FACTUAL AND UNDERSTANDING MANNER; THEY WERE WELL IN ­

FORMED AND THEY HAVE SENSED SOME OF THE DEEPEST FEELINGS OF THE 

HOMOSEXUAL, THEY HAVE RESPONDED TO T H IS  CONCERN W ITH TH E IR  WHOLE 

SELVES, S IN C E R E LY , WITHOUT C R IT IC IS M  OR UNDUE SYMPATHY,

To be a Man •  •  •

The S to ry  of " F r a n k l in  Thompson" 

by Lennox S tra n g

Many women, from th e  b e g in n in g  of  t im e ,  have wanted to  
be men. Only a  few (o o m p a ra t iv e ly )  have t r i e d ,  and even 
few er  have suooeeded ,

S arah  Emma Evelyn Edmonds (born  Edmondson), l a t e r  S e e ly e ,  
i s  one of t h e  few who have f u l f i l l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  tom boy 's  
w i l d e s t  dreams and th e n  some. Ranging from  s in g l e  s e n te n c e s  
i n  many hund reds  of h i s t o r y  books to  e n t i r e  books ,  h i s t o r y  
a f f o r d s  many examples of women who masqueraded as men to  
e i t h e r  go t o  war f o r  p a t r i o t i s m ' s  sake ,  o r  t o  go to  war 
a f t e r  a  be loved  m a le .  Most o f  th e s e  women are  p ro b a b ly  
n o t  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  LADDER r e a d e r s .

Most r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Sarah Edmonds oover  on ly  h e r  r o l e  as a 
spy and n u r s e  In  the  C i v i l  War. As F r a n k l in  Thompson she 
had a most i n t e r e s t i n g  and e x t re m e ly  p a t r l o t i o  h i s t o r y  in  
t h e  w ar .  Among o th e r  t h i n g s  she was a g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e ,  
f lu rse  (male n u r s e ) ,  spy and f o o t  s o l d i e r .

However, t h i s  i s  on ly  a small p a r t  of h e r  s t o r y .

Shw was bo rn  i n  Canada In  Deoember, 1841, d a u g h te r  of 
I s a a o  Edmondson and E l i z a b e th  Deeper Edmondson. She was 
t h e  f i f t h  c h i l d ,  th e  f o u r t h  fem ale  born i n t o  a fam i ly  
where t h e  f a t h e r  h a te d  women and h i s  on ly  son was an 
e p i l e p t i c .  As a f a r m e r ' s  c h i l d  i n  an i s o l a t e d  a r e a ,  she 
fa rm ed ,  ro d e ,  hun ted  and f i s h e d .  In  an e f f o r t  t o  win her 
f a t h e r ' s  ap p ro v a l  she wore b o y 's  c l o t h e s ,  d id  male c h o r e s ,  
e t c .  C u r io u s ly ,  she h a t e d  h e r  f a t h e r  and in  h e r  memoirs 
she speaks  of lo v in g  h e r  mother and p i t y i n g  h e r ,  s in c e  t h e  
f a t h e r  was b r u t a l  t o  the  m other .

Sarah was a p p a r e n t ly  a m an-hater  from an
f i r s t  book, g iven  t o  h e r  by a  p e d d l e r ,  was FANNY CAMPBELL, 
THE FEMALE PIRATE CAPTAIN.



When she was f i f t e e n  h e r  f a t h e r  t r i e d  to  f o r o e  h e r  t o  
marry an e l d e r l y  fa rm e r .  To escape  t h i s  f a t e ,  she r a n  
away i n  th e  company of an o ld  f r i e n d  of  h e r  m o t h e r ' s .
Por a w hile  she  l i v e d  w i th  an a u n t .  F e a r in g  t h a t  her  
f a t h e r  would f i n d  h e r  and f o r o e  h e r  t o  come home, she ran  
away from t h e  a u n t  a s  w e l l  and went a lone  to  a n e a rb y  
town.

T h e re ,  she adopted  m ascu l in e  a t t i r e ,  o u t  h e r  h a i r ,  and 
became F r a n k l in  Thompson. This was r e a l l y  a  r em a rk a b le  
b i t  of d a r in g  f o r  a  1 5 - y e a r - o ld  g i r l .  She a l s o  g o t  a  job  
a s  a B ib le  s a le sm a n .  By t h e  t im e she was 1? y e a r s  o ld  
she was t a l l ,  l a r g e - f e a t u r e d ,  m u sc le - to u g h  and rawboned 
enough t o  p a s s  e a s i l y  as  a  boy . A ccording t o  h e r  memoirs 
she had become s u c c e s s f u l  enough to  d r iv e  a r i g  w i t h  a 
s i l v e r  h a r n e s s  and to  " t a k e  ray l a d y  f r i e n d s  ou t r i d i n g  
o c c a s i o n a l l y " .  As a book salesm an f o r  H u r lb u t  & C o . ,  she 
was sen t  to  Nova S c o t i a  where she "came n e a r  m arry ing  a 
p r e t t y  l i t t l e  g i r l  who was bound t h a t  I  shou ld  n o t  le a v e  
Nova S c o t i a  w i th o u t  h e r " .

She moved "w es t"  to  F l i n t ,  M ichigan  and became good 
f r i e n d s  w i th  a young male s to r e  owner, Damon S te w a r t .
They f r e q u e n t l y  d o u b le -d a te d  s in c e  t h e y  were b o th  s in g l e  
men.

When the  C i v i l  War came she had no i n t e n t i o n  of  r e l i n ­
q u is h in g  h e r  male a t t i r e .  In  May of 1861, when she was 
n e a r l y  20 and had p a s s e d  a s  a man f o r  n e a r l y  f i v e  y e a r s ,  
she Jo in e d  the  army as  a male n u r s e ,  w i th  th e  rank  of 
p r i v a t e .

Her l i f e  as a male n u r s e  was v e ry  e x c i t i n g  and o f t e n  h a r ­
row ing ,  m a in ly  due to  th e  p r i m i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  
camps i n  th o se  d a y s .  The d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  v a r io u s  h i s t o r y  
books of th e  l a c k  of  s a n i t a t i o n  are  a p p a l l i n g .

In  s p i t e  o f  many d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  she found  t im e  t o  c a r r y  on 
an a c t i v e  a f f a i r  w i th  t h e  w ife  of a c h a p l a i n  known on ly  
a s  C h a p la in  B, The w ife  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as  Kate B , ,  and 
r e s e a r c h  h a s  p ro v id e d  no p ro o f  of  I d e n t i t y  f o r  th e s e  
p e o p l e .

She had s u f f i c i e n t  a d v e n tu r e s  to  f i l l  s e v e r a l  books .
Many t im e s  she a c t e d  a s  a  sp y .  T h is  was a masquerade

w i th in  a  m asquerade .  Humorously, she "posed"  a s  a woman 
and made spying t r i p s  beh ind  the  l i n e s  but stopped t h i s  
when h e r  a b i l i t y  was so e x c e l l e n t  t h a t  i t  caused  t a l k  
among th e  o f f i c e r s .

I n e v i t a b l y ,  h e r  l i f e  was n o t  so i n t e r e s t i n g  a f t e r  th e  War. 
She m a r r ie d  l a t e  i n  l i f e  and had c h i l d r e n .  However, she 
was n ev e r  w holly  a b le  t o  g ive  up m ascu l ine  a t t i r e  and 
even when she wore d r e s s e s  she wore m en 's  b o o t s .

B efore  h e r  d e a th  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h e r  Im p e rso n a t io n  was w e l l  
known and she was som ething of a h e r o in e .  S arah  Emma 
Edmonds was u n d o u b te d ly  one of  t h e  most un u su a l  c a s e s  of 
a woman p a s s in g  as a  man. Over 200 b io g r a p h ic a l  s o u r c e s  
m ention  h e r .  Some of th e se  a re  on ly  p a r a g ra p h s ,  but 
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  books devo ted  to  h e r  l i f e .  I n t e r e s t e d  
r e a d e r s  may want t o  o b t a in  SHE RODE TilTH THE GENERALS by 
S y lv ia  G. L. D anne t t  (N e lson ,  i 960) .

Today, of c o u r s e ,  such a  l i f e  would be im p o s s ib le ,  but 
t h e r e  i s  a  t i m e l e s s  f a s c i n a t i o n  in  such an im p e r so n a t io n  
t h a t  chang ing  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  cannot d im .

LOVE'S WARM AURA

The r i v e r  i s  a f r o z e n  moat of t h i n g s .
Ensconced i n  m i r r o re d  t a b l e a u  of the  f r a y ;
The t r a p  of s t i l l n e s s  w ith  i t s  c a s t - o f f  w ings .  
Entombing f o r c e s  h a r n e s s e d  and a t  bay.
Where once was m otion  now i s  calm as  d e a th .
No f l o a t i n g  t h i n g  in  any form i s  seen ;
No sun n o r  wind awakens l i f e  th ro u g h  b r e a t h .
To b a r t e r  a r c t i c  white  f o r  summer g re e n .

So l i v e s  a re  caugh t and h e ld  w i th in  th e  f r e e z e .  
I n e r t  w i th in  a lim bo of  r e t r e a t ;
U n t i l  t h e  c a l l  o f  ocean d e p th s  and s e a s .
Usurps the  mass on t i n y ,  winged f e e t ,

A w in te re d  h e a r t  w i l l  a l s o  come to  know.
When l o v e ' s  warm a u ra  c r e s t s  t o  o v e r f lo w .

-  J ,  Lorna S t r a y e r



a touch of friendship
A s t o r y  by L e s l i e  London

S tan d in g  j u s t  I n s id e  th e  doorway of th e  empty a p a r tm e n t ,  
h e r  arms la d e n  w i th  a v a r i e t y  of  c l e a n in g  Im plem ents ,  Oan 
su rveyed  h e r  su r ro u n d in g s  d i s d a i n f u l l y .  An open box of 
soap powder t h r e a t e n e d  to s l i p  and she s h i f t e d  i t  t o  a 
more se c u re  p o s i t i o n #

She th o u g h t  of th e  t a s k  a h e a d ,  se em ing ly  much more f o r m i ­
dab le  now t h a t  the  fo rm er  t e n a n t ' s  f u r n i t u r e  and r u g s  had 
been removed. How was i t  a l l  t o  be aooom pllshed? With 
h e r  own f u r n i t u r e  coming S a tu r d a y ,  t h e r e  rem ained  o n ly  two 
s h o r t  ev e n in g s  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n .

A low fe m in in e  ohuokle s t a r t l e d  h e r  o u t  of h e r  t h o u g h t s .  
Turn ing  t o  d i s c o v e r  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  I n t r u d e r ,  th e  p a l l  
hang ing  from h e r  arm caugh t on t h e  doorknob , j o l t i n g  her  
enough to  d i s l o c a t e  her  b u r d e n s .  The box of soap powder 
sk idded  a c r o s s  t h e  room, s p i l l i n g  i t s  c o n t e n t s  i n  a  crooked  
p a t h .  Broom, mop, c l e a n s e r  and a few sm all a r t i c l e s  c l a t ­
t e r e d  m o l s i l y  on th e  b a re  f l o o r .

D ise n g ag in g  th e  p a i l ,  she t u r n e d  and g low ered  a t  the  owner 
of the  c h u c k le ,

" I 'm  t e r r i b l y  s o r r y , "  t h e  g i r l  s a id  a p o l o g e t i c a l l y .  " I  
d i d n ' t  mean t o  cause  such a commotion, b u t  s e e in g  you 
s t a n d in g  t h e r e  r e c a l l e d  to  mind my own dilemma j u s t  a 
month a g o ."

Jan  managed a  weak s m i le ,  c a r e f u l l y  k e e p in g  h e r  ey e s  a v e r ­
t e d  from th e  dl smaying mess on th e  f l o o r  so t h a t  h e r  ex­
p r e s s i o n  would n o t  b e t r a y  h e r  e x a s p e r a t i o n ,

"Y ou 're  new h e r e ,  to o ? "  she a s k e d ,  t r y i n g  t o  ap p e a r  c a s u a l ,

"W el l ,  f r a n k l y ,  n o ,  I  to o k  a b ig g e r  ap a r tm e n t  and moved 
down a f l o o r ,  b u t  i t  was an o r d e a l  a l l  t h e  same."

Ja n  nodded m u te ly  f o r  l a c k  o f  som ething s u i t a b l e  to  s a y .

The g i r l  chuck led  a g a i n .  " I  suppose t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  f o r  
me t o  do i s  t o  go q u i e t l y  away and hope we d o n ' t  meet 
a g a i n ,  bu t— w e l l— my name i s  Joan MoCulre. I  l i v e  r i g h t  
a c r o s s  th e  h a l l . "

She ex tended  h e r  hand to  J a n  in  a  q u ic k  m o tion .

I t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  t h e  g i r l ' s  f a u l t ,  j u s t  an  u n f o r tu n a t e  
a c c i d e n t ,  J a n  r a t i o n a l i z e d .  F u r th e rm o re ,  t h e r e  was no 
sense  i n  being  u n n e lg h b o r ly .  Her sm ile  b roadened  a s  she 
to o k  t h e  o u t s t r e t c h e d  hand .

"Jan  H annover,"

They a p p r a i s e d  each o th e r  s i l e n t l y .  F i n a l l y  Joan  broke 
th e  h a n d c la sp  and  sm iled  e n g a g in g ly .

"S ince  I 'm  i n  p a r t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m ishap .  I ' l l  o f f e r  
my s e r v l o e s .  You have a job on your hands from  t h e  lo o k s  
of t h i n g s  and two oan g e t  a  l o t  more d o n e . "

"Oh, noj I  c o u l d n ' t  a l lo w  you to  do t h a t , "  J a n  p r o t e s t e d .

"Why n o t?  I  have n o th in g  b e t t o r  t o  do and ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  
we a r e  g o in g  to  be n e i g h b o r s .  I t  w i l l  be company f o r  bo th  
o f  u s .  A ll  I  a s k  i s  t h a t  we leave  you r  doo r  open in  case 
my phone r i n g s . "

"Of c o u r s e ,  b u t - — "

"Good!" Joan  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  " I t ' s  s e t t l e d  t h e n .  Give me 
a  few m in u tes  to  change c l o t h e s  and I ' l l  be rea^y  f o r  
d u t y . "  She gave a mook s a lu te  and was gone .

J a n  s to o p ed  down and began t o  p ic k  up t h e  s c a t t e r e d  a r ­
t i c l e s .  B e t t e r  n o t  t o  t h i n k  about i t ,  she  mused. I f  she 
d id ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  would make l e s s  sense  th a n  i t  d id  now.

Two h o u rs  l a t e r ,  p u f f i n g  from t h e  paoe Joan  had s e t ,  Jan  
p le a d e d  f o r  mercy and s u g g e s te d  a b r e a th in g  p e r io d .  They 
s a t  c r o s s - l e g g e d  in  t h e  middle of t h e  f l o o r ,  smoking and 
i n s p e c t i n g  t h e i r  h an d iw ork ,



" I f  I  d i d n ’ t  see I t  w i t h  my own e y e s ,  I  w o u ld n ' t  have be­
l i e v e d  I t  p o s s i b l e , "  Jan  s a i d  In am az eu e n t .  "We’ ve accom­
p l i s h e d  more i n  a s h o r t  t im e  th a n  I  co u ld  have managed to  
do in  an e n t i r e  e v e n in g . "

Joan  g e s t u r e d  in  an o f fh a n d  manner. " A l l  i t  t a k e s  i s  
l e a d e r s h i p  and o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  she ch ided  g o o d - n a tu r e d l y .

"And t h e  s ta m in a  o f  an Amazon," Jan  ad d ed ,  w ip ing  h e r  brow 
i n  p r e te n d e d  e x h a u s t i o n .

Throwing back  h e r  h e a d ,  Joan la u g h ed  h e a r t i l y  w h ile  Jan  
r e g a rd e d  h e r  i n t e n t l y ,  w ondering  how i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  
f e e l  so  c l o s e  t o  a p e rso n  an d  y e t  n o t  know h e r  a t  a l l .

"H e l lo  t h e r e  I 
J o a n . "

We th o u g h t  we h e a rd  your vo ice  i n  h e r e .

G lanc ing  o v er  h e r  sh o u ld e r  to  t h e  d o o r ,  J a n ' s  eyes  w idened 
i n  s u r p r i s e .  There was no m is ta k in g  th e  marked d i s t i n c ­
t i o n  in  d r e s s  o f  t h e  t a l l e s t  of t h e  two g i r l s  who had 
e n t e r e d  th e  room. Both of them  r e g a rd e d  h e r  q u i z z i c a l l y .  
She f e l t  h e r s e l f  f l u s h  and  d ropped  h e r  e y e s .

Joan  Jumped up a t  once ,  g r e e t e d  them warmly an d  made i n ­
t r o d u c t i o n s .  She d i d  i t  w ith  such e a se  and g race  t h a t  
J a n ' s  t e n s i o n  a b a te d  befo re  i t  became e v i d e n t .

"You two came j u s t  in  tim e a g a i n , "  JoSn s a i d ,  l a u g h in g .  
" R o l l  up your s l e e v e s  and g iv e  u s  a h e l p i n g  h a n d ."

To J a n ,  * e  added , "Trudy and Ann came to  my a s s i s t a n c e  
under a s i m i l a r  s e t  o f  o i r o u ro s ta n o e s ."

The t a l l  g i r l ,  whom Joan had in t r o d u c e d  a s  Trucfy, made a  
wry f a c e  and tu r n e d  t o  h e r  com pan ion . "C o n s id e r in g  th e  
type  o f  p e o p le  w i t h  whom you f o r c e  roe t o  a s s o c i a t e ,  Ann,
I im ag ine  I  am d e s t i n e d  t o  have d lshpan h ands  and h o u se ­
m a id 's  k n e e . "

"W ell ,  r e a l l y i  I t  was your id e a  t o  come, u n e x p e c t e d ,  in  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e , "  Ann ex c la im e d  i n d i g n a n t l y .

But h e l p  th e y  d i d  and w i t h  such  t e n a c io u s  d e t e r m in a t io n  
t h a t ,  by m id n ig h t ,  the  e n t i r e  a p a r tm en t  was s p o t l e s s .

They s to o d  lo o k in g  a t  one a n o th e r  w i th  t i r e d  b u t  s a t i s ­

f i e d  sm i le s*

Ja n  shook h e r  head  i n  wonderment. Gazing a t  each of th e  
t h r e e  g i r l s  i n  t u r n ,  even now com para tive  s t r a n g e r s  to  
h e r ,  h e r  eyes f i l l e d  w i th  emotion and g r a t i t u d e .

" I - I  J u s t  d o n ' t  know how t o  th a n k  you— " she stammered, 
g ro p in g  f o r  adequa te  words to  e x p re s s  h e r  f e e l i n g s .

Sudden r e a l i z a t i o n  h i t  h e r .  I n  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
she m ight have had m is g iv in g s  abou t m eeting  Trudy and ^  
or acknow ledging  t h a t  she knew them . On th e  o th e r  han ,  
t h e y  had b e f r i e n d e d  h e r ,  a c c e p te d  h e r ,  g iv in g  no th o u g h t  
t o  how she m l ^ t  f e e l  to w ard s  thegi. Joan  as  w e l l ,  f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  e l s e  she would no t be so c o m fo r ta b le  i n  h e r  
company. She fo u g h t  th e  urge to ory  out t h a t  she was 
one of  them, t h a t  she belonged  w i th  them . Inw ard ly , ,  s o 
g r o a n e d .  What p r i c e  s a f e t y l

Trudy smiled. "The expression you're wearing right Low 
i s  thanks enough. However, i f  you should care to dd more, 
you oan inv ite  us for coffee some evening." There was a 
questioning note in her v o ice ,

"R es t  a s s u re d  you th r e e  w i l l  be my f i r s t  g u e s t s , "  Jan  

a v e r re  d .

The f o l lo w in g  e v e n in g ,  i n  a s h o r t  p e r io d  of t im e ,  J ^  had 
th e  c u r t a i n s  hung. N o th ing  f u r t h e r  rem ained to be done 
b e fo re  th e  f u r n i s h i n g s  a r r i v e d .  Half e x p e c t in g  J o ^  to  
p u t  i n  an a p p e a r a n c e ,  she d e lay e d  h e r  d e p a r tu re  b u t  the  
L t l c l p a t e d  knock a t  the door was n o t  fo r th c o m in g .  P in a  -  
l y ,  she g a t h e r e d  up h e r  t h i n g s  and lo o k e d  th e  a p a r tm e n t .

W ithout q u i t e  knowing why, she c r o s s e d  th e  h a l l  and rapped  
l i g h t l y .  She t h o u ^ t  t h a t  she d e t e c t e d  m ild  s u r p r i s e  i n  
J o L ’ s eyes  when th e  g i r l  opened the  door  and saw h e r  
s t a n d in g  t h e r e .  But i f  she had ,  i t  d i s a p p e a re d  a lm o s t  a t

onoe«

"Y o u 're  J u s t  i n  t im e f o r  c o f f e e , "  Joan  s a i d ,  eye ing  J a n  
c u r i o u s l y ,  "How i s  th e  apa r tm en t  coming?"



" P ln i s h o d ,  t h a n k s  to  t h r e e  w onderfu l  p e o p l e , "  J a n  r e ­
marked s o f t l y *

They s a t  In  th e  k i t c h e n ,  s ip p i n g  t h e i r  c o f fe e  and  c h a t t i n g  
e a s i l y .  A ll a t  onoe, Joan  gave her  a  s e a r c h in g  lo o k ,  

cooked h e r  head  to  one s id e  and sm i le d  very  s lo w ly ,  Jan  
f e l t  a  warm s e n s a t i o n  creep  th ro u g h  h e r ,

"What do you t h i n k  of my two f r i e n d s ? "  Jo a n  q u e s t io n e d ,  
h e r  eyebrows a r c h i n g  s l i g h t l y .

Not p r e p a re d  f o r  so d i r e c t  a q u e s t i o n ,  Jan  r e p l i e d ,  
" T h e y 'r e  so d i f f e r e n t — ~ "

" O b v io u s ly l"  Joan  I n t e r r u p t e d ,  and lau g h ed  bu t th e re  was 
no amuse j .en t  In  h e r  l a u g h t e r ,

A f l a s h  of anger  swept th ro u g h  J a n ,  "That was n o t  i n t e n ­
ded th e  way you e v i d e n t l y  to o k  i t , "  she snapped .  I n s t a n t ­
l y ,  she was s o r r y  f o r  h e r  s u r l y  tone  of v o i c e .

But Joan  m ere ly  sm iled  i n d u l g e n t l y  and a s k e d ,  "How was i t  
I n te n d e d  th e n ? "

" I  was r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y — and y o u r s ,  t o o ,  
s in c e  you a s k .  For  th r e e  p eo p le  t o  do a l l  t h a t  work f o r  
a com plete s t r a n g e r ,  why-why I t ' s  f a n t a s t i c , "

Joan  watched h e r  w i th  a s te a d y  g a z e ,  "As I  m entioned  b e­
f o r e ,  I  met them i n  much the  same way a s  you met me. But 
t h i n k i n g  about them in  a n o th e r  v e i n ,  d o n ' t  you  have any 
q u e s t i o n s  to  a s k ? "

Ja n  frow ned and looked  dov/n a t  h e r  c o f f e e ,  " I t  d i d n ' t  
occur to me t h a t  I  was e x p e c te d  t o  ask  a n y th in g  s p e c i a l ,

J o a n ' s  eyes  p ro b ed  d e e p ,  "Do you h o n e s t l y  mean t h a t ,
J a n ?  T ak lcg  i n t o  acco u n t  th e  way a p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  may 
l i v e  or what he o r  she may be s e a r c h in g  f o r ,  no q u e s t io n s  
oome to  mind?”

"A ll  of u s  a r e  s e a r c h in g  f o r  som eth ing#  The b e a u ty  i s  In  
th e  u l t i m a t e  a t t a i n m e n t  r e g a r d l e s s  of what i t  may b e , "

"What abou t p eo p le  who a re  a p p a r e n t l y  d i f f e r e n t ? ? "

Ja n  sh ru g g ed ,  
a n o t h e r , "

"We are  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  i n  one way or

" c o n s id e r  Trudy, f o r  i n s t a n c e .  Do you condone th e  way 
she l i v e s ? "  Joan a s k e d ,  o f f e r i n g  Jan  a c i g a r e t t e .

Taking one,  J a n  sm iled  her  th a n k s  and a c c e p te d  a l i g h t ,
" I  d o n ' t  condemn i t , "  she answered , s p a r r in g  i n  de fe n se  
a g a i n s t  J o a n ' s  o and id  i n q u i s i t i o n ,

"Then f o r  sake of a rgum ent,  would you a c c e p t  my f r i e n d ­
sh ip  i f  you d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  Trudy and I  were s e a r c h in g  
f o r  th e  same th in g ? "

Ja n  I n h a le d  d e e p ly ,  t h i n k i n g  over th e  q u e s t io n  
she an sw e re d .  Then she r e p l i e d  in  a f i rm  v o ic e ,  " B a s i c ­
a l l y ,  we a l l  s e a r c h  f o r  the same t h i n g s — lo v e ,  h a p p in e s s ,  

peace of m ind .  Whether you f i n d  i t  one way and I  f i n d  
I t  a n o t h e r  i s  n o t  I m p o r t a n t ,  I t ' s  what we^^do with  i t  
once we have i t  i n  our g ra sp  t h a t  m a t t e r s , "

"Are you t h a t  sym pa the t ic  a pe rson?

Jan f e l t  h e r s e l f  s l i p p i n g ,  "Not so much sym pa the t ic  as  
r e a l l s t l c , "

Joan  la u g h e d ,  "But you w i l l  have to  adm it  t h a t  you are 

e v a s i v e , "

Ja n  r e l i n q u i s h e d  h e r  r e s t r a i n t ,  " I s n ' t  t h a t ,  i n  a way 
a p r a c t i c a l  p r e c a u t io n ? "  Not a w a i t in g  f o r  an answ er ,  she 
c o n t in u e d ,  " I  l i v e  s low ly  and c a u t i o u s l y ,  y e t  I  know i n  
which d i r e c t i o n  I 'm  g o in g .  And J o a n ,  d o n ' t  be too s u r ­
p r i s e d  i f  we meet on the  way,"

J o a n ' s  eyes  sudden ly  s p a r k l e d ,  "P erhaps  now I w o n 't  be 
s u r p r i s e d .  And J a n ,  when we do meet on the way, be p r e ­
p a re d  f o r  us to walk a lo n g  t o g e t h e r , "  she r e p l i e d  s o f t l y .

s p r , t  . P «  p p i . ^ r  - » p . t p
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EA^E’ "  b y  WINFRED OVEm O LSER, M .D . ,  PROFESSOR OF P ^ V C H I A ^ ,
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H IS  T O P IC . Th o u g h  h e  d is c o iw t s  h o m o s e x u a l it y  a s  s i n , h e  g i æ  

t h e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l it y  n o t  o n l y  C A l^ S  F O ^ T ^ T  

b u t  t h a t  t h e  P O S S IB IL IT Y  FOR CHANGE IS  H IG H , HE ALSO

CRH)1T HOMOSEXUALS W ITH ^ Y  LASTING  OR PROFOU® ' ^ " ^ ^ ^ T f AR 
Î ^ C L E R G Y  r e a d e r s h ip  OF T H IS  RESPECTED PUBLICATION DESERVE A  FAR 

m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  HANDLING OF THE SUBJECT, SUCH AS THAT FOUND IN

"TOWARDS A Qu a k e r  V ie w  o f  S e x " .  (S e e  p a g e  4 . )

* * * * *

A .L D L U ' IS  PRETTY STRORS S T „ t , . .  SAYS A R E Y IM B  1« T *  «  YORK 

t im e s , VlHY? IT SEEMS T H IS  12-TONE OPERA ("G R IP P IN G  AM3 OVER- 

VkHEUJING") CONTAINS A LESBIAN  CHARACTER;

d a t a  fr o m  THESE DISCUSSIONS WHICH W IL L  THROW GREATER L IG H T ON THE 

SUBJECT OF SEXUALITY IN  GENERAL AND HOMOSEXUALITY IN  P A R T IC U LA R ."

* * * * *

HERB CAEN OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, COIÆÎENTING ON HALLOWEEN 

IN H IS  TOWN ONE YEAR: "A L L  IN  A L L , IT  WAS A FA IR LY  SAFE AND SANE

HALLOWEEN. THE COPS, WHO DOUBLED UP FOR THE OCCASION, FOUND AN 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  NUMBER OF Th E BOYS IN  L A D IE S ' CLOTHING, BUT T H A T 'S  

GETTING TO BE PAR FOR THE COURSE. ( ' I ’ D LOVE TO BE A F U L L-T IM E  

TR A N S V E S TITE ,’  ONE S A ID , 'BU T I C A N 'T  AFFORD THE EXTRA C L O T H E S .') '

* * * * *

THE OBSERVER, A HIGHLY REGARDED ENGLISH NEWSPAPER, FEATURED AN 

a r t i c l e  c a l l e d  "A  CLUB FOR HOMOSEXUALS." IT  DESCRIBES THE C . 0 .  C . 

IN  HOLLAND, A CLUB W ITH OVER 4 0 0 0  MEMBERS (MALE AND FEMALE) WHICH 

ENJOYS THE COOPERATION AND PROTECTION OF THE P O LIC E . C .O .C . 'S

a i m  i s  " T h e  p r o m o t io n  o f  h u a a n e  j u d g e m e n t  a n d  t r e a t iæ n t  o f  ho m o ­

s e x u a l i t y : THE G IV IN G  OF PSYCHOLOGICAL, MORAL AND LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

a g a in s t  PREJUDICE AND HARMFUL LEGAL CODES; AND THE D ISCOURAGEIÆNT 

OF HOMOSEXUAL P R O S TITU T IO N ." IT  HAS AN ACTIVE SCHEDULE OF SOCIAL  

a n d  EDUCATIONAL EVENTS. SAYS BOB ÚNGELO, CHIEF OFFICER
CLUB SINCE 1948: " I  WANT MY FRIENDS TO LOSE THEIR  C Y N IC IS .^ . ÚMEN.

DIONYSUS A TWO-YEAR-OLO HOMOPHILE ORGANIZATION IN THE SOUTH^ 
c I^ rF O ^ iA  AREA, a im s : TO INTEGRATE THE HOMOPHILE INTO SOC^Y

TO EDUCATE THE HOMOWILE.. .TO INFORM T>€ GENERAL PUBLIC A B ^  

; ; ;  H0M0PHILE...T0 sponsor PUBLIC DISCUSSION ^
TO WORK WITH professional PEOPLE ON RESEARCH M ATTERS...TO ^P  

L .= « P Y ...T 0  » Y 0 » Y E  CH».ES ,« T *  CLIPOPKU  

CODE TO AID YHE H(»IO»ILE...TO  AID 1» CHABITABLE CAUSES.
PENAL C O D E .. .10 A l . „ o n  Bny Sfl2 FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA.
D IO N YSU S ' M A IL IN G  ADDRESS IS  P .  0 .  BOX 5 t 

* * * * *

A NEWER GROUP IN THE L. A. AREA IS CALLED FOCUS AND IT STATES: 
ipOCUS IS A DISCUSSION GROUP DEDICATED TO SEU- K N O W L E D G E ^ ^ -  
.^ rG ^ O W T H  intend to PROVIDE A WORKSHOP IN WHICH TO DIS-
C ^ R  Z T lUs and EACH OTHER, AND TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND

T Z .  INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS. «£ HOPE TO ACCUMULATE

WHEN TE S T IFY IN G  BEFORE THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE, JOHN 

F R E IL L Y , d e p u t y  ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, WAS ASKED HOW 

h e  ACCOUNTED FOR SUCH A  LARGE NUIBER OF SEX DEVIATES APPLYING FOR 

oL sEBS UOBD . , ™  ™ e  s t a t e  O E P « c e « T .  S . , 0  R E IL L Y . "FOR S < «  

REASON, S IR , THEY SEEM TO BE DRAWN TO THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF OVER­

SEAS L IF E .  I DON'T TH IN K IT  IS  JUST THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

t h i n k  T H IS  IS  TRUE OF A L L  AGENCIES HAVING OVERSEAS WORK. PERHAPS 

THEY FEEL L IF E  IS  A L IT T L E  FREER THERE, S IR . "  HOLLAND, ANYONE?

WANT TO SUPPORT YOUR MAGAZINE? THEN C L IP  AND SEM) IN TO THE 
L!\DDER a n y  NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE ITEMS— SERIOUS OR HUMOROUS 

W VCH MIGHT BE OF INTEREST TO YOUR FELLOW READERS. BE SURE TO IN ­

CLUDE DATE AND NAME OF THE P U B LIC A TIO N . MAKE IT  A POINT TO SHARE.



We Two Won’t Last
by Ann A ld r lo h  (Faw oett Gold M edal,  I 963)

Revl#*ed by Gene Damon

Y ears  p a s s  and Ann A ld r lo h  grows w is e r  a s  she  grows o l d e r .

She s t i l l  h a t e s  THE LADDER a s  much a s  e v e r  and f e e l s  no 
group i d e n t i t y  o r  l o y a l t y  t o  h e r  p e o p l e ,  but she t e m p e r s  
some of h e r  v l U f l o a t l o n  in  t h i s  book w i th  w e l l - t h o u g h t -  

ou t  c h a p t e r s .

In  d i s c u s s i n g  h e r  book I  w i l l  t r y  no t  to  ac c o rd  h e r  t h e  
u n s c i e n t i f i c  "random sam pling"  t r e a tm e n t  she  gave THE 
LADDER. I t  i s  enough to  say t h a t  some of h e r  c h a p te r s  a re  
e x c e l l e n t  and w o r th w h i le ,  o t h e r s  poor and w o r t h l e s s .

In  th e  c h a p t e r  "The Young L e s b ia n " ,  she p o i n t s  o u t  th e  
need f o r  a  home l i f e ,  a m a r r i a g e ,  a romance w i t h  c o n c r e t e  
fo rm , th e  l a c k  of p u b l i c  s e d u c t i o n ,  e t c .

Then, i n  an  a p p a re n t  e f f o r t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  h e r  own w r i t i n g ,  
th e  n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  "Homes U nsex u a l" ,  d e a l s  w i th  the  r a t h e r  
e le m e n ta ry  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  m a rr ia g e  
sexua l  c o n g re s s  becomes l e s s  im p o r t a n t ,  o f t e n  c e a s in g  a l ­
t o g e t h e r .  (T h is  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t r u e  of h e t e r o s e x u a l  m ar­
r i a g e  a s  w e l l . )  She c i t e s  t h i s  as  a major cause  of gay 
d iv o r c e :  one of th e  p a r t n e r s  f i n d s  a new g i r l .  A ll  o f
t h i s  i s  a l so  t r u e  and n o t  v e r y  new.

But t h e n !  As a o u r e - a l l  she o f f e r s ,  a d v o o a te s ,  t h a t  L es ­
b i a n s  who marry  shou ld  have a "g e n t le w o m an 's  agreem ent : 
th e y  shou ld  a g re e  to  have s id e  a f f a i r s  in  an e f f o r t  to  
h o ld  t h e i r  home t o g e t h e r .

T h is  s im p ly  does n o t  h o ld  w ate r  a s  an a rgum ent.  As she 
p o i n t s  o u t  h e r s e l f ,  women must have a l l  the  em o tio n a l  
a c c o u t re m e n ts  to  an a f f a i r .  Almost i n  the  same b r e a th

she says  t h a t  L esb ian s  w o n 't  form such am oral a l l i a n c e s  
s in c e  th e y  a re  to o  em o tiona l  and J e a lo u s .

The tone of  p e r s o n a l  s e l f - h a t r e d  I s  p ro b a b ly  th e  most 
s e r i o u s  f a u l t  i n  t h i s  and  a l l  of h e r  books.  I t  i s  a p p a r ­
en t  to  the L esb ian  r e a d e r  t h a t  Miss A ld r lo h  i s  s imply no t 
very  happy and fo r  a moment one i s  tem pted  to  f e e l  p i t y .  
There a r e  few t h i n g s  worse to  have to  l i v e  w i th  th a n  
s e l f - h a t r e d  and Ann A ldr loh  i s  s te e p e d  in  i t .  U n fo r tu ­
n a t e l y  f o r  th e  r e s t  of u s ,  she i s  h i g h ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  and 
a r t i c u l a t e  and th u s  a b l e  to  d is s e m in a te  much m is le a d in g  
d a t a  which i s  damaging t o  a l l  homosexual women.

She does f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  good t h a t  women have an o rg a n ­
i z a t i o n  such a s  DAUGHTERS OP BILITIS, but o th e r  th a n  t h i s  
one p o s i t i v e  s t a te m e n t ,  she sa y s  s e v e r a l  u n u s u a l ly  un ­
p l e a s a n t  t h in g s  abou t th e  group and th e  m agazine,  THE 
LADDER. For some u n ac co u n tab le  re a so n ,  and a f t e r  what 
must have been a most c u r s o r y  exam ina tion  of a  few I s s u e s  
of  THE LADDER, Miss A ld r ich  i n s i n u a t e s  in  t h r e e  p l a c e s  in  
h e r  book t h a t  members of t h e  group a re  of  t h e  type com­
monly c a l l e d  "Dykes" who p r a c t i c e  the "Butch-Femme" 
d ichotom y. This i s  so v e r y  f a r  from the  t r u t h  t h a t  i t  
c a s t s  doubt on Miss A l d r i c h ' s  a b i l i t y  as a r e p o r t e r .

In an e f f o r t  t o  examine t h i s  I  r e - r e a d  th e  I s s u e s  she 
c i t e s ,  and th e n  a l l  of th e  I s s u e s  d u r in g  a t h r e e - y e a r  
p e r i o d .  She very  c a r e f u l l y  p ic k ed  h e r  exam ples .  This i s  
c l e a r l y  a case of " f i g u r e s  d o n ' t  l i e ,  b u t  l i a r s  do 
f i g u r e " !

As an example of th e  s t r o n g l y  a n t i - L e s b i a n  shading  in  t h e  
book, she chooses a  newspaper a r t i c l e  (from t h e  New York 
Times) i n  which a woman d o c to r  makes a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u n s c i e n t i f i c  and n a s t y  remark abou t L e s b ia n s .  This i s n ' t  
even t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  which i l l u s t r a t e s  Miss 
A l d r i c h ' s  p o i n t .  She u se s  t h i s  a r t i c l e  to  b r i n g  o u t  
a n o th e r  i tem  (w he the r  Lesb ian ism  1 s on th e  i n c r e a s e ,  o r  
w hether  t h e r e  i s  J u s t  more being  w r i t t e n  on th e  s u b je c t )  
r a t h e r  th a n  any  one of a dozen sy m p a th e t ic  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  
have appeared  in  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  which s p e c u la te  on 
th e  same id e a .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  was the  on ly  a r ­
t i c l e  she was f a m i l i a r  w i th ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  
i n  view of h e r  s tudy  of the s u b j e c t .



On t h e  p l u s  S id e ,  t h e r e  I s  an e x c e l l e n t  c h a p te r  e n t i t l e d  
"18 D i f f e r e n c e s " ,  which d i s c u s s e s  t h e  b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between male hom osexuals and fem ale  h o m o se x u a ls .  Handled 
l i k e  t h i s ,  th e  e x t r e m e ly  d i v e r g e n t  p a t t e r n s  a re  s h a r p ly  
d e f i n e d .  I t  I s  very  l i k e  d i s c u s s i n g  two e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r ­
e n t  phenomena. This c h a p te r  makes q u i t e  c l e a r  t h e  r e a ­
sons f o r  s o c i e t y ' s  p r e s s u r e s  a g a i n s t  male hom o se x u a ls .
I t  I s  a more b e l i e v a b l e  prem ise  t h a n  th e  r e l i g i o u s  grounds  
g e n e r a l l y  u sed  t o  e x p l a in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  of male 
and  fem ale hom osexuals .

The c h a p te r  on t r a n s v e s t i s m  I s  a l s o  v e ry  g o od .  I t  c l e a r s  
up th e  o ld  and f o o l i s h  p r o p e r - o l o t h l n g  a rg u m e n ts .

Taken a s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t h e  book I s  r e a d a b le  and recom­
mended. I t  I s  good t o  see  some ab a te m en t  o f  Ann A l d r i c h ' s  
h o s t i l i t y .  I f  she l i v e s  long enough she  may w r i te  a  good 
book on L esb ian ism  someday.

SIGN UP FOR RESEARCH!
IF  YOU D ID N 'T  SEM) IN  THE COUPON ON THE BACK COVER OF THE SEPTEM­

BER LADDER, WON'T YOU TAKE A MINUTE RIGHT NOW A fC  USE T H IS  MONTH'S 

COUPON? (F o r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y ,  s e e  a r t i c l e s  in  

JUNE AND SEPTEMBER IS S U E S .) OR UUST WRITE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

ON A P IE C E  OF PAPER, SAYING THAT YOU W IL L  COMPLETE A QUESTIONNAIRE 

VWEN YOU RECEIVE I T ,  AND SEND IT  TO RESEARCH, D. 0 .  B . ,  S U IT E  108 , 

1232 ivlARKET S T . ,  Sa n  F r a n c is c o  2 ,  Ca l i f .

Re m e m b e r ,  y o u r  n a m e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  ^ s t io n n a ir e ,  n o r  i s

IT  SEEN OR KNOWN BY THE PSYCHOLOGISTS CARRYING OUT T f €  STUDY.

An d  y o u r  r e p l ie s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  o n l y  b y  t h e m  -  a n d  n o t  b y  a n y o n e

CONNECTED W ITH DC6.

i f  y o u  CAN USE MORE THAN ONE QUESTIONNAIRE, PLEASE INCLUDE A NAME 

a n d  p l e d g e  f o r  EACH QUESTIONNAIRE D E S IR E D ! T H IS  IS  SO THAT T > t

Re s e a r c h  Co m m it t e e  c a n  m a i n t a in  a  r e c o r d  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  f o r  a n y

NEEDED FOLLOW-UP PURPOSES.

CONTRIBUTE TO RESEARCH ON LE S B IA N S ! S IG N  UP NOW, AND IN V IT E  YOUR 

FRIENDS TO P A R TIC IP A TE  TOO!

TRANSFUSION

As th e  eye from  th e  i d o l  was t o r n ,  
b lo o d  s t re a m in g  r e d  ru b y ,  
b lood r e d  w i th  ru b y  glow;
That which was g iven me was removed.

That which was removed was g iv e n  me, 
s t re a m in g  ruby  r e d  b lo o d ,  
a s  th e  I d o l  was t o r n  from I t s  p e d e s t a l -  
Leav ing  o n ly  th e  eye .

-  t e r r y

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

I n  th e  g rav e y a rd  where my lo v e  l i e s  b u r l e d ,  
I  s t a n d  and see  w ith  eyes n o t  y e t  unwet.
The s t r a n g e r  come to  bury h e r  new dead .
Can I  c o n s o le ,  who am not q u i t e  conso led? 
One day , p e r h a p s ,  when sp e a r s  o f  g r a s s  
P i e r c e  th e  r e l u o t a n t  e a r t h  above th e  g raves  
Of b o th  her  b u r le d  lo v e  end mine.
We may, t o g e t h e r ,  arm I n  arm d e p a r t .
And n o t  r e tu r iH —

-  Jody  S ho tw ell

Hands a r e  made of  t im e ;  n o t  f l e s h .  
They a r e  composed 
o f  memory and h o u r s ;  
r e o a l l l n g  to u c h ,  
and v lb ran o y ;  
r e p e a t e d  f l o w e r s .

Hands a r e  a s in u o u s  memory; 
a  l a t e n t  s t i r  
of dim d e s i r e .

Hands a r e  a  onoe—remembered 
f i r e .

- J a y  N allaoe



the eighth uiomain
the eighth woman I

A rev iew  of  "The Group" by  Mary McCarthy 
( H a ro o u r t ,  Brace & W orld, 19o3)

u . n f  t h e  s t o r y ,  a t  t h e  wedding of one ofProm t h e  b eg in n in g  of  t h e  s t  y,

she has  a p p a r e n t l y  lo v e d .

E l in o r  i s  s a id  t o  o o l l e c t  p e o p le  and her  p e o p le  a re  s a id  
S  n a l K  of h e r ,  as t o y s  d i s c u s s i n g  tb o  r  owners She 
i s  th e  proud  and u n to u c h a b le ,  u n d i s p u te d  l e a d e r  
group) "the e i g h t h  vioraan*

The group I s  made u p 'o f  e i g h t  V assar  g r a d u a te s
y e a r  1933. The b a s i c  p l o t  i s  how t h e y  l i v e d  u n t i l  19 ,

h . ,  . L y  h . « d l . a  t P . l r  I I V P -  • " ? '  “  „
“ I . e l y  . a  «  b . g i n a ,  . « h  •  . . d  b « *  ■ l H ! '  “  ‘

t r ium ph  f o r  au th o r  Mary McCarthy.

Out of th e  e i g h t  women, two manage happy m a r r i a g e s .  I t  
i s  n i c e  to  be a b le  to  say t h a t  one of th e
i s  between E l in o r  E a s t l a k e  and a n o t h e r  woman. ¡
a re  t o l d  v e ry  l i t t l e  of E l i n o r ' s
v e ry  end o f  t h e  book. I t  i s  I n t e r e s t i n g ,  th o u g h ,  t h a t
M iss  McCarthy f o c u s e s  a t t e n t i o n  on Lakey i n  h e r  mpor
opening  and c l o s in g  c h a p t e r s .  I t  i s  a l s o
the  wedding a t  the  b e g in n in g  and th e  f u ñ e r a  a
have the  same g i r l  f o r  " s t a r r i n g "  r o l e ;  and t h i s  g i r l  1
a p p a r e n t l y  an o ld  love  of L a k e y 's ,  a l t h o u g h  we - r e  n ev e r
t o L  how s e r i o u s  or im p o r ta n t  t h i s  was t o  e i t h e r  o f  them .

I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  d e c id e  how d e l i b e r a t e  i s  th e  
championing of th e  L esb ian  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  b u t  i n  >
t h i s  book b e lo n g s  on e v e ry  L e s b ia n a  c o l l e c t o r  s s e

-  R ev iew ed  by Gene Damon

AN OPEN L e t t e r  t o  LADOER Re a d e r s :

In the LADDER'S REVIEW OF Da n  W AKEFIELD 'S  "G a Y CRUSADER" AR TIC LE  

( IN  NUGGET m a g a z in e ) ,  r e m a r k s  a t t r ib u t e d  t o  m e  r e q u ir e  e x p l a n a ­

t i o n .  LADDER READERS C O U D  EASILY  MISLTDERSTAAD MY COMMENTS RE­

GARDING WOMEN THAT HAVE CONSTANTLY CREPT INTO P R IN T ;

_  t t | p  inoMEN WOULD CARRY TH E IR  WEIGHT IN  S O C IE T Y ...T H E R E 'D  BE A 

h e c k  OF A  LOT FEWER HOMOSEXUALS. . .THE FEMALE IN  T H IS  SOCIETY 

HAS CAUSED MORE MISERY TO THE HETEROSEXUAL M A L E ...T H A N  ANY­

THING YOU CAN IM A G IN E ." ( N B e € E K  -  JULY 1962)

-  "W ICKER S A ID  HE THOUGHT THAT THE REASON NEARLY A L L  THESE MANLY 

SPECIMENS HAD TURNED OUT HOMOSEXUAL WAS THE FAULT OF OUR SO - 

■CIETY AM I IT S  INADEQUATE FEMALES. 'YOU C A N 'T  REALLY TALK TO 

G IR L S , TH E Y 'R E  NOT AS INTERESTING . MEN PREFER TO TALK TO 

OTHER INTERESTING MEN. IF  THE AMERICAN FEMALE EVER LEARNS TO 

COMPETE WITH THE MALE, AM ) IF  WE EVER HAVE A SANE SEX CODE FOR 

EVERYONE— THAT IS  A NON-RESTRICTIVE ONE— THE HOMOSEXUAL WOULD 

CEASE TO E X IS T . THE HOMOSEXUAL IS  THE PRODUCT OF T H IS  K IN D  OF 

R ESTR IC TIVE SOCIETY THAT REJECTS H I M . ' "  (NUGGET -  JUNE I963)

_  H-rnE OTHER BOY IS  'FEM M E' . . .L O T S  OF 'FEMMES' ARE S IL L Y  AND 

LIGHT-HEADED JUST L IK E  WOMEN." (NEW YORK POST -  JLNE 1963)

A L L  OF THESE HAVE TO SOME DEGREE BEEN L IF T E D  OUT OF TH E IR  CONVER­

SATIO N AL CONTEXT BY THE JOURNALISTS INVOLVED. I AM NO "WOMAN 

HATER" AS MANY HAVE ASSUMED; I AM NOT ATTACKIM3 THE FEMALE AS AN 

i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  INSTEAD AM C R IT IC IZ IN G  CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY WHICH 

PLACES THE FEMALE UNDER T E R R IF IC  SOCIAL DISADVANTAGES.

SOCIETY a t t e m p t s  TO MOLD THE FEMALE INTO BEING N ON-INTELLECTUAL, 

SEXUALLY IM H IB IT E D , ECONOMICALLY D E P B Ü E N T, PSYCHOLOGICALLY PAS­

S IV E , AND TO A DEGREE VAIN  AND EGOCENTRIC. THOSE WOMEN WHO 

ESCAPE THESE L IM IT A T IO N S  ARE TRULY EXCEPTIONAL.

THE "FEM ALE R O L E ", NOT THE FEMALE HERSELF, DESERVES CONSTRUCTIVE 

C R IT IC IS M . Th e  "FEMALE ROLE" IS  MANY TIM ES AS GREAT AN OBSTACLE 

IN  THE MALE HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIP AS IT  IS  IN  HETEROSEXUAL

23



"FE M A LE " SOCIAL T R A IT S ,

Toz-ADPC! T H IS  " f e m a l e  S O C IO LO G Y", 9 ^ E  ENTERS

r r o F ‘ : : i. » . s s

l i v e s  a  L IF E  OUTSIDE STEREOTYPED MAL£ AND FEMALE ROLES.

ROLES IN  IfTOERN s o c ie t y  SHOULD BECOME MORE S IM IL A R  

Z  MORE COMPATIBLE. SHOULD WE C O N T IN l^  TO D R IF T  TOWARD T H IS  

TVPF O ^ S ^ C IE T Y . ..ANY BARRIERS TO HEALTHY HETEROSEXUAL RELATION- 

Z p S w o u ld  d is a p p e a r ,  e x c l u s iv e  h o m o s e x u a l it y  VIOU.D BECOME A  

Z Z T l e  t h o s e  c a p a b l e  o f  e n v y i n g  p r o d u c t iv e  HOMOSEXUAL 

l i a i s o n s  w ou ld  in c r e a s e .

MV f o r t h c o m in g  b o o k , l iv e  m  LET LIVE (a v a i l a b l e  e a r l y  I964) ,  

w i l l  t o u c h  f u r t h e r  on  t h e  in a d e q u a c ie s  o f  t h e  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  

r o l e s  in  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c ie t y .

RANDOLFE W ICKER, PU BLIC  RELATIONS DIRECTOR, 

H O M O SEXU AL LEAGUE OF NEW YORK

* *

"TH E PAMPHLET ENTITLED «TOWROS A  QUAKER V IEW  OF SEX A P ^ R S  

b e  t h e  RESULT OF MUCH SOUL-SEARCHING; T H IS  IN  IT S E LF  IS  GRAT 

F Y IN G , f o r  so  o f t e n  THE SO-CALLED SERIOUS STUDENTS OF SEXUAL BE­

HAVIOR APPEAR TO MAKE T H E IR  CONCLUSIONS ON A  SU BJECTIVE B A S C ­

AS THESE f r ie n d s  SAY, '  ID EALISM  CAN BE ACCOMPANIED BY A 

in s e n s it iv e n e s s  TO I.A1EDIATE HIAIAN N E E D .' THE GROUP, 

n a t e l y , « )R k e d  on  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l s  a r e  w i l l ^  

b a s e  t h e i r  l i v e s  o n  a  Ch r i s t i a n  s y s t b .  o f  e t h i c s .  s e  

q u e s t io n  t h i s  a s s u m p t io n ,  p r e s e n t - d a y  h o m o s e x u a l s  c a n  n o t

W ILL N O T-LE A R N  A NEW E TH IC A L SYSTEM BASED ON A &TR I ST I AN CODE, 

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s  t m  d o  S O - I F  s u c h  w o r k s  a s  T H IS  ESSAY ARE 

TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY THE HETEROSEXUAL WORLD TWW.

"THIS GROUP G IVES HOMOSEXUALS MORE CREDIT FOR DEEP AM) 
RELATIONSHIPS THAN HOMOSEXUALS OFTEN G IV E  THEMSELVES. H iS

MEAN THAT HOMOSEXUALS NEED TO DO MORE OF THE SAME K l l®  OF S O LL- 

SEARCHINQ ABOUT TH E IR  RELATIO N SH IPS: ARE VC PREPARED TO L IV E  lff> 

TO TH E IR  GENEROSITY? A T  LEAST ONE ELEMENT OF SOCIETY IS  ON RECORD 

NOW AS BEING W ILL IN G  TO OFFER US A PLACE IN  SO C IETY. NOW HOW 

SHALL W£ REACT?

"HOW MANY HOMOSEXUALS CONSIDER SEXUALITY "A  G IF T  OF GOO"? THESE 
FRIENDS HAVE CONCLUDED THAT SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IS  A  FIM )AM ENTAL FACT 

OF NATURE, AS DO A L L  HOMOSEXUALS; YET THEY HAVE GONE ONE STEP 

BEYOND, TO THE SOURCE OF S E X U A LITY . HOMOSEXUALS EVERYWHERE WOULD 

MORE OFTEN GO TO THE GRAVE IN S IS T IN G  THAT SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IS  AS 

MUCH A PART OF THE irC IV ID U A L  AS H IS  F IN G E R N A ILS , BUT WHAT THEY 

MEAN IS  SEXUAL BEHAVIOR ON A PHYSICAL LEVEL, IS  THERE A D E F IN IT E  

PLACE IN  MOST HOMOSEXUAL L IV E S  FOR THE SACRAMENTAL MANIFESTATION 

OF EMOTION?

" J u d g m e n t a l  m o r e s  c a n  c e r t a in l y  s t a n d  a  th o r o u g h  h o u s e - c l e a n in g ;

IN  d o in g  s o ,  i t  NEED NOT HAPPEN THAT THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF ETHICS  

f a l l s  a p a r t ,  h o m o s e x u a l it y  in  i t s e l f  c a n  n o t  EVEN BEGIN TO CRACK 

t h a t  FOUNDATION; IT  HAS BEEN IN  EXISTENCE LONG ENOUGH FOR US TO 

REFUTE THAT CHARGE, SOME W ILL  S A Y , 'VIHAT ARE WE COMING TO , ANYWAY 

— ACCEPTANCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY?' TO THESE, A  GROUP OF QUAKERS HAS 

ANSWERED, 'JUDGMENT OF SEXUAL A C T IV IT Y  OBVIOUSLY NEEDS TO GO 

SOMEWHERE E LS E ; IT  MIGHT TRY GOING TO THE REAL B A S IS  OF H U M A N IT Y ,'"

-  E . K . ,  Ca l i f o r n i a

* * * * *

"To THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE SINCERELY INTERESTED IN  D C B 'S  SUCCESS 

AND FUTURE OPERATIONS, MAY I OFFER A SIMPLE PLAN? ARE A L L  UN­

HAPPY THAT THE DC8 ARE EXPERIENCING F IN A N C IA L  D IF F IC U L T IE S  AMO I 

PROPOSE THAT IF  EVERY SUBSCRIBER— T H IS  LEANS WOULD FOR«ARD

A COPY OF THE LADDER (ISSU ES THAT YOU ARE F IN IS H E D  W ITH ) TO SOME­

ONE YOU FEEL IS  'S IM IL A R L Y  IN C L IN E D ' AND MIGHT BE A PROSPECTIVE 

SUBSCRIBER, THEN YOUR ACTION WOULD BE SERVING TWO WORTHIHILE

PURPOSES.

" I t  c a n  BRING HOPE TO A VERY DEPRESSED G IR L , SHOWING HER THAT HER 

FUTURE IS  NOT SO BLACK AFTER A L L . IT CAN BRING THE L IG H T OF 

KNOVM.EDGE AM ) THE MOMENT OF TRUTH TO ANOTHER TRYING DESPERATELY 

TO UNDERSTAND BUT LACKING PROPER INFORMATION,



.T .J  A C U F F T  OF PAPER AND ENCLOSING IT  IN S ID E  

;  ™  IN  VOU« B . U ^ ,  THC » » Z I N B  W IU . . Z

z .r tD o r r 'T -T H IN K  OF THE GREAT KINDNESS YOU HAVE

h e .  ™ .S  l « . « r  IH T . « « H I Z A T l » .

Z c H  «  * * "  *”
N IT Y  t o  BECOME A MEMBER AND A SUBSCRIBER.

«YOU HAVE ALSO BENEFITTEO DOB BY G A IN lr ^  FOR THEM E ITHER OR BOTH 

OF THE A B O V E -A L L  FOR THE PR IC E OF A POSTAGE STAMP.

«^O PLEASE W W I-T YOU HELP IN  T H IS  SMALL WAY, TODAY? FORWARD 

your back copies of THE LADDER TO THOSE YOU B E LIE V E  W IL L  BE IN T R -

ESTED AND UNDERSTANDING. THANKS.'"

.  A  p r a c t ic in g -'AHa t - I - P R e a c h  Re a d e r , On t a r i o , Ca n .

♦ ♦ * * *

"A S  AN UNMARRIED WOMAN, I AM PUZZLED BY THE SEVERITY 

IC ISM  THROW  AT THE HETEROSEXUALLY-MARRIED L E S B IA N . T ^  DE

t h a t  t h e  B I-S E X U A L vyOMAN 'MAKE HER C H O IC E ' SEEMS TO COME USUAL

PRO.. G IR LS  .^HO HAVE NEVER THEMSELVES TAKEN A

ATC WHO aiUGLY ASSUf^E IT  CONFERS SOME MAGIC A B IL IT Y  R ^ A I

f o r e v e r  LOYAL TO ThC O F F IC IA L  MATE. THESE C R IT IC S , IF  PRESSED

TO BE CONSISTENT. MAY EQUALLY PASS O^GEM ENT ON

ADULTERER OR THE UN1.IARRIE0 LESBIAN  W O  CHEATS ON HER G IR L  FR I

- b u t  t h e y  p u t  FAR MORE EMOTIONAL ENERGY INTO CONDEMNATION

l e s b i a n  w it h  a  HUSBAND.

«CAN LOVE BE EXCLUSIVE? ARE THERE NOT AS MANY FORMS OF LOVE POS­

S IB L E  TO ONE PERSON AS THERE ARE KINDS OF FR IE N D S H IP ? PERHAPS 

THE f in g e r - p o in t in g  LESBIANS ARE ENVIOUS THAT OTHERS ARE C A P A B l^  

OF MORE v a r ie d  FU LF ILLM E N T . A LS O , A  M ISTAKE IN  MARRIAGE MAY NOT 

BE APPARENT T IL L  AFTER CHILDREN ARE IN  THE F A M IL Y . THE L E S B IW  

VyHO CAN CHANGE MATES W ITH ONLY SOME FURNITURE TO DISPOSE O F,

r e a l l y  t h e  o n e  v h o  c a n  h a v e  h e r  c a k e  a n d  e a t  i t  t o o .  w i l l

WRITE AND TELL THE LADDER WHY SHE FEELS SO ANGRY AT THE MARRIED 

LE S B IA N ?"

M. K. R., new jersey

B I L I T I S
I N C O R P O R A T E D

NATIONAL HEADOUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 1232 Market St., 
Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California

New York Chapter: P .O . Box 3629. Grand C entral S tation, New York 17. N.Y.
Los A ngeles Chapter; 527 Hazel Street, G lendale. California.
C hicago C hapter: 5065 N orth  Damen A venue, C h icago , I l l in o is .

MEMBERSHIP in the Daughters of Bilitis is limited to women 21 years 
of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York or Los Angeles area, 
direct inquiry to chapter concerned; otherwise write to National Office 
in San Francisco.
THE LADDER: a monthly publication by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
INC., mailed first class in a plain sealed envelope for J4.00 per year.

CONTRIBUTIONS arc gratefully accepted from anyone who wishes to 
assist us in our work. We are a non*profit corporation working entirely on 
donated labor. Our fees are not of such amounts as to allow for much 
expansion of the publication. While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and out publication and have made contributions to further out work. 
Of course, anyone over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
1232 Market Street, Suite 108,
San Francisco 2, California.

Please send THE LADDER for year(s) by first class mail sealed to the 
address belcw. I enclose $ at the rate of $4.00 for each year ordered.

NAME.

ADDRESS.

CITY. .ZONE__STATE.

/ am over 2Ì years of age (Sigaed)^



VOLUNTEER FOR RESEARCH!
0 0  YOU B E LIE V E  IN  THE STATED PURPOSE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF B I  L IT  IS  

TO ENCOURAGE AND FURTHER RESEARCH ABOUT THE HOMOPHILE? ARE YOU 

ALSO W ILL IN G  TO ACT ON YOUR B E L IE F?

Th e n  f i l l  in  y o u r  n a m e  a n o  a d d r e s s  b e l o w  ( a n d  h a v e  y o u r  f r ie t c s  

ADO t h e i r s ) a n d  M A IL  T H IS  COUPON TO RESEARCH, DAUGHTERS OF S l L I -  

Tis,  1232 Ma r k e t  St . ,  Su i t e  108, Sa n  F r a n c is c o  2 , Ca l i f o r n i a .

Th e y  w il l  s e n d  y o u  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  b o o k l e t , n o t  c o n t a in in g  y o u r  

NAME, WHICH YOU W IL L  SEND VHEN COMPLETE DIRECT TO D R. GUNDLACH 

IN  THE ENVELOPE TO BE PROVIDED.

Re q u e s t  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  ONLY i f  y o u  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  f i l l  i t  o u t ! 

(NOTE: T h i s  s t u d y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  w o m e n . )

NAME

ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS


