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< ^ ^ p w r p o s «  o f  t h e

9^ B l  L I T I S
A WOMES'S o r g a n i z a t i o n  FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY B Y :

.......................
...................

O  Education of the varian t, with particu lar em phasis on the psych­
o log ical, physio log ical and soc io log ical a sp e c ts , to enab le  her 
to understand herse lf  and make her adjustm ent to so c ie ty  in all 
i ts  so c ia l, civ ic  and economic im plica tions— th is  to be accomp­
lished  by es tab lish in g  and m aintaining as  com plete a library as  
p o ss ib le  of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex  de­
v iant theme; by sponsoring public d iscu ss io n s  on pertinen t sub­
je c ts  to be conducted by leading members of the lega l, p sy ch ia t­
ric , re lig ious and other p ro fessions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and d ress accep tab le  to  so c ie ty .

E ducation  of the public a t large through accep tance first of the 
ind iv idual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and p rejud ices; through public d isc u ss io n  m eetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissem ination  of educational litera tu re  on the 
hom osexual theme.

©  P artic ip a tio n  in research  pro jec ts by duly authorized and respon­
s ib le  p sy ch o lo g is ts , so c io lo g is ts  and other such experts d irected  
tow ards further knowledge of the hom osexual.

C i  Investigation  of the penal code a s  i t  perta ins to the hom osexual, 
p roposal of changes to provide an equitab le handling of c a se s  
involving th is  minority group, and proàiotion of these  changes 
through due p rocess of law in the s ta tq , leg is la tu res .
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JEANNACE FREEMAN -  

Eradication of a Misfit ? ?

7
by  Rosa  Connor

T w e n t y - t w o - y e a r - o l d  J e a n n a o e  F reem an ,  o o n v i o t e d  o f  the 
murder  o f  a  s i x - y e a r - o l d  boy two y e a r s  a g o ,  a w a i t s  d e a t h  
i n  t h e  g a s  chamber  i n  t h e  Oregon S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y ,
U n l e s s  Oove rno r  Mark 0 ,  H a t f i e l d  commutes h e r  s e n t e n c e  
t o  l i f e  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  she w i l l  d i e  s o o n ,  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  
l e g a l  c h a n n e l s  have been e x h a u s t e d ;  h e r  c a s e ,  wh ich  h a s  
been  a t t e n d e d  by much p u b l i c i t y  and  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  h a s  been  
r ev i e w ed  by t h e  Oregon Supreme C o u r t  and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Supreme^^Court ,  b o t h  of  wh ich  have f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  g ro u nd s  
f o r  a  new t r i a l .  As o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g  ( J un e  30)> no new 
e x e c u t i o n  d a t e  ha s  be en  s e t .

Though t h e  Freeman ca se  i s  a  murde r  c a s e ,  i t  w i l l  be  o f  
e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e a d e r s  o f  THE LADDER, f o r  J e a n n a o e  
Freeman i s  a  L e s b i a n ,  and  L e s b i a n i s m  f i g u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  
i n  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  h e r  t r i a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p u b ­
l i c i t y .  More I m p o r t a n t ,  ho weve r ,  a r e  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  
I s s u e s ,  t h e  mean ing  of Mi ss  F r e e m a n ' s  c a s e  and  p u b l i c  
r e a c t i o n  t o  h e r  s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h i s  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t .

These a r e  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  b a c k ­
g ro u nd  of  J e a n n a o e  F reeman ,  At t h e  age  o f  f o u r  she was 
r a p e d  by  a man who had come home d runk  f rom a d a n c e .
S ex ua l  a b u s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r a p e ,  c o n t i n u e d  up t h r o u g h  h e r  
a d o l e s c e n c e .  She was even  f o r c e d  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  woman i n  
t h e  house  h a v i n g  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  boy f r i e n d s .  
At 12 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  she t u r n e d  t o  h e r  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  
f o r  h e l p ,  p o u r i n g  ou t  h e r  s o r d i d  s t o r y  t o  h im.  One p s y c h i ­
a t r i s t  I n t e r v i e w e d  he r  i n  h e r  e a r l y  h ig h  s c h o o l  y e a r s  and 
recommended r e g u l a r  t h e r a p y .  However ,  t h e  s t a t e  of  Oregon 
had po f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h a n d l e  such  a  c a s e .  A l s o ,  she begged  
t o  be t a k e n  f rom h e r  home b e c a u s e  she  was a f r a i d  of  t h e  
man t h e r e .  But a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s t a t e  d i d  n o t  or  c ou ld  n o t

a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  f o r  h e r .  Eve ry  c o u n s e l o r  she had ,  r ecom­
mended p r o l o n g e d  p s y c h i a t r i c  h e l p ,  and when o c c a s i o n a l  
h e l p  was g i v e n ,  she r e s p o n d e d  w e l l .  She t o l d  one of h e r  
c o u n s e l o r s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  Tshenever a man t o u c h e d  he r  
she  became t o t a l l y  r i g i d  and u n r e s p o n s i v e ,  bec au se  she 
remembered b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  v i o l a t e d .  What ha s  happened  
t o  t h i s  t o r t u r e d  c h i l d  who i s  now a  woman of  22?

I n  May, I 961,  t h e  b o d i e s  of  two c h i l d r e n ,  a  s i x - y e a r - o l d  
boy and a  f o u r - y e a r - o l d  g i r l ,  were  found a t  t h e  bo t t om 
o f  Crooked R i v e r  Gorge ,  i n  c e n t r a l  Oregon ,  I t  was f i r s t  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  had been  s e x u a l l y  a s s a u l t e d ,  but  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  b o d i e s  and  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
l e d  t o  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  and a r r e s t  of t h e i r  m o t h e r ,  Mrs.  
G e r t r u d e  Nunez J a c k s o n  ( J a c k s o n  b e i n g  h e r  name by common- 
l aw  m a r r i a g e  f o l l o w i n g  a l e g a l  m a r r i a g e  t o  a  Mr. Nunez)  
and  Miss Fr eeman.  The P o r t l a n d  OREGONIAN d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
two women a s  "an  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a s t  of f e m i n i n i t y  and 
m a n n i s h n e s s .  Bo th  a r e  r a t h e r  s m a l l ,  b u t  t h e  Freeman 
woman, who i s  l i b e r a l l y  t a t t o o e d ,  was w ea r in g  L ev i s  and 
a  p i n k  p l a i d  ma n ' s  cowboy s h i r t .  Her h a i r  was c u t  l i k e  
a  m a n ' s ,  Mrs .  J a c k s o n  vías w e a r i n g  a  l a v e n d e r  s k i r t  
w h i t e  b l o u s e ,  and  w h i t e  s w e a t e r . "

Mrs ,  J a c k s o n ,  who c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  he r  d a u g h t e r  
and s a i d  J e a n n a o e  Freemein had  k i l l e d  t h e  b o y , t o l d  a u t h o r i ­
t i e s  t h a t  " I  l o ve d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  so much— and I w a s n ' t  
ab l e  t o  f e e d  t h e m , "  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  and a t  Mi s s  
F r e e m a n ' s  Sep t ember  t r i a l ,  she  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
had  been  t hrown  i n t o  t h e  g o r g e  bec au se  t h e y  had i n t e r f e r e d  
w i t h  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  tv/o women. Mi ss  Freeman 
m a i n t a i n e d ,  and s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s ,  he r  i n n o c e n c e ,  b u t  a d ­
m i t t e d  t h a t  she was w i t h  the mo t he r  a t  t h e  s cene  of  t h e  
c r i m e .

Dr .  G e rha rd  B. Haugen,  t e s t i f y i n g  a t  t h e  Freeman t r i a l ,  
d e s c r i b e d  Mrs,  J a c k s o n  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  t e r r a s :  "Th rough ­
o u t  a l l  t h i s  t h e r e  was no h i s t o r y  of any I l l e g a l ,  u n l a w f u l  
a c t i v i t y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  She 
a p p e a r e d  t o  have a  good employment  r e c o r d ,  t o  be a  good 
emp l oy ee .  She ap p e a r e d  t o ' h a v e  t a k e n  f a i r l y  good c a r e  of 
h e r  c h i l d r e n .  She was o b v i o u s l y  a  p a s s i v e ,  s u b m i s s i v e ,  
d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n .  She was I g n o r a n t ,  g u l l i b l e ,  and s u gg es »  
t l b l e . "



w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  Mi s s  F r eeman ,  D r .  Haugen s a i d  t h a t  " t h e r e  
v/as a  p o o r  employment  r e c o r d * .  .He r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a rd  t h i n g s  
t h a t  she  h a d  d on e ,  tov/ ard l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  was  su ch  t h a t  
I  f e l t  she  was a  v e r y  s e v e r e  s o c i o p a t h . . . a  r u t h l e s s  I n d i v ­
i d u a l  whose e o n s o i e n o e  was p r a o t i o a l l y  n i l ,  a  p e r s o n  who 
w ou ld ,  as  muoh a s  p o s s i b l e ,  do w h a t e v e r  p l e á s e d  h e r  r e ­
g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  h e r s e l f  or  o t h e r  p e o p l e . "  
I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  he s a i d  t h a t  Mrs .  J a c k -  
s o n ’ s " f e e l i n g  ( t o w a r d  Mis s  F reeman)  was so s t r o n g  t h a t  
h e r  e n t i r e  d e s i r e  was t o  p l e a s e  F re em an . "

J e a n n a c e  Freeman was s u b s e q u e n t l y  f ound  g u i l t y  by a  J u r y  
o f  e i g h t  men and f o u r  women, and was s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h .
A l a t e r  t r i a l  y i e l d e d  a  s e n t e n c e  o f  l i f e  Im p r i s on m en t  f o r  
Mrs .  J a c k s o n ,  Some a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  l e s s e r  s e n ­
t e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  had  c o n f e s s e d ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  
assume she v/as r e s p o n d i n g  o n ly  t o  Mi s s  F r e e m a n ' s  i n f l u e n c e  
i n  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  c r i m e .

I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Mi s s  F r eem an ,  who o r i g i n a l l y  f a c e d  the 
p o l i c e  and j u r y  w i t h  b r a g g a d o o i o ,  h a s  been  ch ang ed  t o  a  
b r o ke n  g i r l  who c r i e s  i n  h e r  c e l l .

P u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  Mi s s  Freeman h a s  been  wide  and d i v e r s e .  
One co u ld  n o t  hope even t o  t o u c h  upon e v e r y  a s p e c t  i n  such  
a  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  as  t h i s .  And r a t h e r  t h a n  go i n t o  t h e  
l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  c a s e — which  a r e  i m p o r t a n t — we s h a l l  
c o n s i d e r  i t s  l a r g e r  me an ing .  Vihether  Mi s s  Freeman a c t u ­
a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  murder  and  w h e th e r  she  r e c e i v e d  
a  f a i r  t r i a l  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  i m p o r t a n t .  But  even  i f  she  
a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  t h e  boy ,  and even  i f  h e r  t r i a l  was conduc ­
t e d  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a w — what  t h e n ?
There  a r e  many,  t h i s  v n ' l t e r  i n c l u d e d ,  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  
many of  t he  b a s i c  p r e s u p p o s i t l o n s r e g a r d i n g  c r ime and 
p u n i s h m e n t  a r e  I n c o r r e c t ,

The l a w  p e r  s e  i s  n o t  a t  f a u l t ;  i t  i s  m e r e l y  I m p e r s o n a l  
l e g a l  m a c h i n e r y .  The c o n t e n t  of lav? i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  
p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i a l  o p i n i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  on many key  
i s s u e s ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c u l t u r a l  l a g :  t h e  e n l i g h t ­
ened  ones  o f t e n  c o n s t i t u t e  a  m i n o r i t y .  T h i s  seems t o  be 
t h e  ea se  w i t h  t h e  p ro b l e m  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h e  
c r i m i n a l  t o  s o c i e t y .  Wi th r e g a r d  t o  t h e  Freeman s t o r y ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p i n i o n ,  q u o t e d  f rom t h e  OREGONIAN, i s  
t y p i c a l  of  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  many of t h e  l e t t e r s  wh ich

have a p p e a r e d  i n  Oregon n e w s p a p e r s — and i n  anonymous l e t ­
t e r s  and  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  t o  p e r s o n s  who have v i r i t t e n  
l e t t e r s  r e f l e c t i n g  sympathy f o r  t h e  g i r l ,

"To t h e  E d i t o r :  V/hat ha s  come o v e r  some of  our  p e o p l e
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  vihen t h e y  w i l l  a sk  l e n i e n c y  f o r  a  con­
v i c t e d  m u r d e re s s  l i k e  t h e  Freeman woman? B e l i e v e  me, I 
w o n ' t  Ca l l  h e r  Mi s s  Freeman a s  t h e  new spa pe r s  d o , , . S h e  
i s  a  s a d i s t i c  f i e n d .  Did she show any  mercy or  have any 
p i t y  when she  b^eat and c lu b b e d  t h o s e  i n n o c e n t  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n  t o  d e a t h . . . O n l y  God h e a r d  t h e i r  t o r t u r e d  c r i e s  
. . . Y e t  she ha s  a  r a d i o  and TV i n  h e r  c e l l . . W h a t  a r e  we 
coming t o  when we c o d d l e  and pamper our  c o n v i c t s ? "  Does 
t h e  w r i t e r  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h e  r a d i o  and TV l e s s e n  Mis s  
F r e e m a n ' s  d i s t r e s s ?

For  many p e o p l e ,  t h e  d o s i r e  t o  s ee  c r i m i n a l s  p u n i s h e d  i s  
b a s e d  n o t  m e r e ly  upon a  w i sh  t o  p r o t e c t  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  upon 
v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  and s a d i s m .  T h i s  l i  e v id e n c e d  by t h e  ex ­
t r em e  methods  s u g g e s t e d  by l e t t e r - w r i t e r s ,  and by t h o s e  
who r e j e c t — or  even  r e f u s e  t o  l i s t e n  t o — s t a t i s t i o a l  
e v id e n c e  which  t h ro w s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  do ub t  on t h e  d e t e r r e n t  
t h e  o r y .

And su ch  p e r s o n s  c e r t a i n l y  n e g l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  a c t s  do n o t  e x i s t  i n  a  vacuum. While 
t h e y  would a g r e e — and most  h e a r t i l y — t h a t  c e r t a i n  a c t s  
have  h a r m fu l  e f f e c t s  upon s o c i e t y ,  t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o c i e t y  a f f e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h a t  o n e ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e  may be t h e  c a u s e  of  o n e ' s  a n t i - s o o l e i l  b e h a v i o r .  
Some o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  r e f l e c t  t h i s  c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d  t h i n k ­
i n g ,  The f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t s ,  t a k e n  f rom a  l e t t e r  wh ich  
r e f e r s  to  t he  r a p e - m u r d e r  of  a  s m a l l  g i r l  ( and  wh ich  men­
t i o n s  J e an nac e^  F re em an ) ,  a r e  a  c l e a r  exam p l e ,  ' J I f  and 
when t h e  m u r d e r e r  i s  c a u g h t ,  i s  t h e  b e a s t  g o i n g  t o  be 
s e n t e n c e d  t o  l i f e  im pr i s o nm en t?  A f t e r  t h e  t r i a l  i s  ove r  
p e o p l e  seem t o  f o r g o t  t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  mind of  t h e  
c r i m i n a l l y  a t t a c k e d  p e r s o n ,  such  a s  t h e  woman i n  t h e  
Hol lywood  a r e a  l a s t  Wednesday n i g h t ,  A human b e in g  i s  
n o t  made o f  s t e e l . "  ( A u t h o r ' s  u n d e r l i n i n g )  Yet t h i s  man,  
who ha s  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e a d  t h e  many newspaper  a c c o u n t s  of 
Miss  F r e e m a n ' s  t r a g i c  c h i l d h o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  b e i n g  r a p e d  a t  t h e  age of  f o u r  and many t i m e s  l a t e r ,  
condemns h e r  i n  t h e  same l e t t e r ,



One does  n o t  have t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a r i g i d  d e t e r m i n i s m  to  
a c c e p t  t h e  v i ew t h a t  e v i l  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  
o n e ' s  b a s i c  n e e d s  ( i n c l u d i n g  l o v e )  and an a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  
u n p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  do es  have n e e d s ;  he  i s  n o t  a  c l o s e d  s y s t e m .
Only t h e  p e r s o n  n o t  b u rd en ed  w i t h  p r e s s i n g  n ee d s  i s  f r e e .  
S o c i e t y  sh o u l d  n o t  be s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  p e r s o n  
p e r f o r m s  an a n t i —s o c i a l  a c t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  he h a s  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  s o c i e t y  ha s  l i t t l e  t o  o f f e r  h im,  t h a t  he i s  n o t  p e r ­
ha ps  a  p a r t  of  s o c i e t y .  The t r u e  h u m a n i s t  c a n  f i n d  o n ly  
one t r u e  s o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  of  p r o v i d i n g  a  b e t t e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  
f o r  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l ,  one c o nd u c i v e  t o  c r e a t i v i t y  and ex ­
p r e s s i o n  o f  o n e ' s  h u m an i ty  r a t h e r  t h a n  h o s t i l i t y .  Such 
a  s o c i e t y ,  how eve r ,  i s  u t o p i a n .  U n t i l  i t  can  be a c h i e v e d
__and b e f o r e  i t  c an  be a c h i e v e d — t h e  p e r s o n  who a c c e p t s
t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  v i ew  must  s u p p o r t  i t  v i g o r o u s l y .  He must  
work t o  e l i m i n a t e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  ( ? )  methods  b a s e d  on such  
d e g r a d i n g  n o t i o n s  a s  e r a d i c a t i o n  of t h e  " m i s f i t s , "  "G o d ' s  
p l a n  f o r  man , "  or  s i m p l e  e x p e d i e n c y .  The h u m a n i s t  mus t  
s ee  t h a t  p e r s o n s  v?ho n e e d  h e l p  g e t  i t ,  t h a t  a n o t h e r  
t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  J e a n n a c e  Freeman w i l l  n o t  be r e f u s e d  
p s y c h i a t r i c  h e l p  b e c a u s e  of  a  l a c k  of f a c i l i t i e s ,

" S o c i e t y "  i s  m e r e l y  an a b s t r a c t i o n ,  b u t  some p e o p l e  a c t  
a s  i f  i t  were more r e a l  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l s — p e r h a p s  t o  evade  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  They a c t  a s  t h o u g h  " s o c i e t y "  w i l l  change  
I t s e l f ,  But  i t  c a n ' t — o n ly  i n d i v i d u a l s  can  change  s o c i ­
e t y ,  S e v e r a l  hu nd re d  p e r s o n s  have w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  t o  
Governor  H a t f i e l d  i n  b e h a l f  of  J e a n n a c e  F reem an ,  Many,  
many o t h e r s  s h a r e  t h e i r  v i ew s  b u t  have  n o t  s t o o d  up t o  be 
c o u n t e d .  W e l l ,  s t a n d  up and be c o u n t e d — by  Governor  
H a t f i e l d ,  W r i t e  y o u r  o p i n i o n !  P e r h a p s  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  l e t t e r s  would i n f l u e n c e  him i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .

The re  a r e  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  v;hy p e o p l e  r e f r a i n  f r om making  
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  h e a r d .  To some,  t h e  i d e a  would n o t  o c c u r ;  
o t h e r s  b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be u s e l e s s .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  a r e  a f r a i d  
of  b e i n g  l i n k e d  w i t h  an u n p o p u l a r  c a u s e .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  many L e s b i a n s  have  s h i e d  away f rom t h e  F reeman ca se  
s i m p l y  b ec au se  J e a n n a c e  Freeman i s  a  L e s b i a n ,  T h i s  c a se  
c e r t a i n l y  does  n o t h i n g  t o  advance  t h e  image of  t h e  homo­
s e x u a l  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e .  D o u b t l e s s  some L e s b i a n s  shy 
away f rom i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  Mis s  F r eeman ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  
" I  would  n e v e r  k i l l  a n y o n e , "  and " I ' m  a  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  
u p p e r - m i d d l e  c l a s s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  woman, n o t  a  l o w e r  c l a s s

b u t c h , "  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  have  o n l y  L e sb i a n i sm  i n  
common w i t h  Miss  F reeman— and f o r g e t  t h a t  s h e ,  t o o ,  i s  a  
n e e d f u l  human b e i n g !  A cco rd ing  t o  newspape r  r e p o r t s ,  
J e a n n a c e  Freeman ha s  so u gh t  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  and 
h a s  a t  l a s t  been  r e c e i v i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h e l p  wh i l e  i n  
p r i s o n — and ha s  b e n e f i t t e d  g r e a t l y  from b o t h .  I t  w i l l  
be i r o n i c  i f  she i s  e x e c u t e d !

(R e a d e r s  may a d d r e s s  l e t t e r s  t o ;  Governo r  Mark 0 ,  
H a t f i e l d ,  Oregon S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g ,  Sa l em,  Or eg on . )

A N  OPEN LETTER TO HOMOSEXUALS

Two y e a r s  have  gone by s i n c e  the v i c t i m s  of  t h e  P reeman-  
J a e k s o n  murder  were d i s c o v e r e d .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Mi s s  
F r e e m a n ' s  t r i a l  and c o n v i c t i o n  i n  Madras ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  
i n  t h e  OREGONIAN a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  e n t i t l e d  " G u i l t  
by C o n s e n s u s . "  The w r i t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  "Miss  F r e em an ' s  
de ed  ha s  c a u se d  more t h a n  the d e a t h  of  a human b e i n g ;  i t  
h a s  a l s o  s e t  back  t h e  c h an ce s  t ovmrd t h e  l e s s e n i n g  of  the 
s t i g m a  a t t a c h e d  t o  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a bo u t  10 y e a r s  i n  O re g o n , "  
She g o e s  on t o  s a y ,  " I  have  no do u b t  t h a t  had Mis s  
P roemèn’ s J u r o r s  a l l  b een  homo se xua l s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  
would  have shown no sympa thy ,  and would have come up w i t h  
t h e  same v e r d i c t  of  g u i l t y . "

C e r t a i n l y  any  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n ,  homosexual  o r  h e t e r o ­
s e x u a l ,  would  d e p l o r e  t h i s  t r a g i c  c r ime  f o r  any number  of  
r e a s o n s ,  and a g re e  t o  J u s t  p u n i s h m e n t .  However,  i f  Mi ss  
F r e e m a n ' s  t r a g i c  l i f e ,  and p e r h a p s  e v e n t u a l  d e a t h ,  i s  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  no more t h a n  t h i s  l e t t e r  w r i t e r  f e l t  was t o  be 
a n t i c i p a t e d — t h e n  t r u l y  t h i s  i s  a  most  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  
s i t u a t i o n .

The h o m os exu a l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  work ing  t oward  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and a c c e p t a n c e  by t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e i r  
r i g h t s  a s  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s .  How can  any  c i t i z e n ,  
ho mosexua l  o r  h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  demand and e x p e c t  h i s  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  u n l e s s  he i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  a l s o  the 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  go a l o n g  w i t h  t h e s e



" r i g h t s , "  and a l s o  t h e  d e f i n i t e  o b l i g a t i o n s ?  Does n o t  
t h e  b e t t e r - a d j u s t e d  homosexua l  have even  more o f  an  o b l i ­
g a t i o n  t o w a r d  t h i s  s u b - g ro u p  w i t h i n  h i s  m i n o r i t y  g ro u p ,  
t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  he s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  p r e s s u r e s  and p ro b l em s  o f  h i s  own k i n d .  Would n o t  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  be f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  p u t  s i n c e r e  
e f f o r t  and money i n t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h  t o  h e l p  t h i s  
s u b - g r o u p ,  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  see e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  homos exu a l  
can be a  p r o d u c t i v e  and  r e s p e c t a b l e  p a r t  o f  a  community?
I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know j u s t  how much e f f o r t ,  
money and words  went  i n t o  t r y i n g ,  c o n v i c t i n g ,  and  now 
p u n i s h i n g  Mis s  Freeman* I  wonder  wh a t  a  s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  
of  a l l  t h i s  T;o*uld have  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a  f ew  y e a r s  ago?  She 
might  have  s e r v e d  a  u s e f u l  p l a c e  i n  s o c i e t y .  As i t  now 
s t a n d s ,  she i s  one  more w a s t e d  l i f e .  One more of  how 
many b e f o r e  h e r ,  o r  how many t o  f o l l o w ?  C o u n t l e s s  number s  
of  L e s b i a n s  have  ended  a s  p r i s o n e r s ,  d r u n k s ,  or  s u l o l d e s .  
How, t h e n ,  can  t he  t h i n k i n g  homosexua l  so l i g h t l y  w r i t e  
o f f  one of h i s  own number ,  even  t h o u g h  she I s  a  p e r f e c t  
example o f  t h i s  su b - g ro u p ?

THE LADDER r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  on a  t a l k  g i v e n  by  R eve ren d  
Robe r t  ’.i. Vfood, a u t h o r  of " C h r i s t  and t h e  H o m ose xua l . "  
D i s c u s s i n g  B i b l i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  f e m a l e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  
Rev.  Wood was a b l e  t o  g ive  o n l y  t h r e e ,  p o s s i b l y  f o u r ,  and 
he n o t e d  t h a t  "women d i d n ’t  c o u n t  f o r  muoh i n  t h o s e  d a y s , "  
I  wonder  J u s t  how much t h e  L e s b i a n  c o u n t s  f o r  i n  I 963?
I s  she c o u r a g e o u s  enough t o  work f o r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r o b ­
lems t h a t  c r e a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h i s  w as t ed  l i f e  o f  Mi s s  F r e e m a n ' s ?  I t  seems t h a t  homo­
s e x u a l s  m ig h t  f i n d  a  c h a l l e n g e  h e r e  I f  They w i l l  r e - a p -  
p r a i s e  Mi s s  F r e e m a n ' s  l i f e .

There  i s  muoh t o  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  homosex­
u a l  and who could  be b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  t h a n  some o f  your  
own g roup ?  You might  be amazed a t  t h e  number  of  p e o p l e  
who would g l a d l y  r a l l y  t o  such  e f f o r t  on y o u r  own b e h a l f ,

I  c o p i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f rom a  P o r t l a n d  p a p e r :  "THE VISION
TO SEE; THE CONSCIENCE TO REASON; THE COURAGE TO SPEAK." 
Vihat a  v /onde r fu l  m o t to  t h i s  c o u l d  be  f o r  such  a  v ro r t hwhi le  
u n d e r t a k i n g ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  working  w i t h  o n e ' s  own 
k i n d !

-  Mrs ,  B . ,  P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon

O

LESBIANA
BY Gen e  Damon

228. THE COfJFROf,USERS BY Er n est  Borteman. LONDON, Andre 
Oeu t sc h , 1962.

Th i s  i s  an  odd bo o k, c u r io u sly  d u ll  and unrew arding  in  

s p it e  of b e in g  w ell w ritten  and v e r y m a j o r  in  Le s b ia n  con­

t e n t . The lack  of f e e l in g s  in  th e  c h aracters, the steady  

d u ll  p r o g r ess io n  of t h e ir  u nw itt ing  doom, f it  the t it l e

AD! IRA8LY. THE LESBIANS IN THE BOOK ARE TREATED WITH 

SYMPATHY AND EVEN UNDERSTANDING, BUT, FOR ME AT LEAST, THE 

BOOK WASTES THE PATIENCE IF NOT THE TIME OF THE READER.

2 2 9 ,  THE SP O IL OF THE FLO'/iER S BY Do r is  Grlmbach , DOUBLEDAY 19 6 2 .

Alo n e , in  a  c a st  of n eu r o t ic  t ea c h er s, a r e  the three hero ­

in e s  OF THE MOST UNUSUAL SCHOOL NOVEL OF RECENT YEARS.

El l e n  Acto n , En g l is h  Tea c h er , s e r v e s  a s  narrator and balance  

STICK, she  i s  undoubtedly the author, s in c e  Mr s , Grlmbach

is  MARRIED, AND ON INTERNAL EVIDENCE A ROMAN CATHOLIC, IT IS 

ALL THE MORE AMAZING THAT OUTSIDE OF ELLEN ACTON, THE ONLY 

BALANCED, PRODUCTIVE MEMBERS OF THE STAFF OF MISS HANDS' 

School a r e  jo  lo ng , Teacher  of H ist o r y  and h er  lo ver  Ro b b ie  

Pa r k s , Teacher  of La t in , They a r e  a ffe c t io n a t e l y  dubbed  

THE "L e s b ia n  Tw in s "  although they  do not know i t , (The 

author h as  a v o id e d  the gym teach er  ster eo ty pe  b y  h av in g  a  

f r e e - w h eeling  hetero  in  that  r o le .)

Th ere  i s  no h y s t e r ic a l  cham pion in g  or w hitew ash , but a  

thorough EXAI.i[NATION OF THE ENTIRE LIVES OF JO AND ROBBIE 
AND A CLEVER (UNOBTRUSIVE) ANALYSIS OF WHAT LED THEM EACH 

TO LESBIANISM AMO THEN TO EACH OTHER. SOKfE FUN IS MADE OF 

THEM, ANO THEIR PERSONAL FLAWS ARE PRESENTED WJTH CANDOR 

(SUCH AS THE SHRIEKING FIGHTS THEY SOI/ETIMES HAVE) BUT THEIR 

LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER SHINES THROUGHOUT THE BOOK. AS ONE 

LEARNS TO EXPECT EVERY SO OFTEN, THERE IS ONE OF THOSE VERY 

POIGNANT SCENES WHICH TAKES ONE BY SURPRISE IN THE BOOK.

H ighly  recommended.



j ï b o p e

by Ger van Braam ( I n d o n e s i a )

The p a s s e n g e r s  o f  t h e  b i g  p l a n e  b e g a n  t o  f i l l  t h e  w a i t i n g

room*
L o la  s t oo d  w i t h  h e r  h an d s  i n  t h é  p i c k e t s  o f  h e r  d a r k  b l u e  
u n i f o r m  s k i r t ,  s u r v e r y i n g  t h e  c rowd,  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s ­
s e n g e r s  she had  t o  f e t c h .  J u s t  a s  she  saw t h e m ,  a t a l l  
Pan-Am s t e w a r d e s s  came s m i l i n g  t o w a r d s  h e r .

'*Ar© you f ro m She l l ? ' *  she a sked*

"Y e s , "  s a i d  L o l a ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  emblem on h e r  s h i r t  
p .ooke t .

"V ie i l , "  l a u g h e d  t h e  s t e w a r d e s s ,  " t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  i n s i s t  
t h a t  I  g i ve  you  t h e s e  c i g a r e t t e s .  They say  t h a t  t h e y  know 
you and t h a t  a l l  S h e l l  r e c e p t i o n i s t s  smok e , "  She gave 
Lo l a  a  c a r t o n  of c i g a r e t t e s ,

"Why, t h a n k  y o u , "  s a i d  L o l a ,  and t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  o h l l d r e n ,  
" D a r l i n g s ! "

The t h r e e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  r a n  g a i l y  t o w a r d s  h e r ,  th roT/ lng  
t h e i r  a rm s  a r o u n d  h e r  and c h a n t i n g  "We know y o u ,  we know 
you ,  v i e ' ve  been  h e r e  b e f o r e ! "

L o l a  g a t h e r e d  them i n  h e r  a rms  and h e r d e d  them s a f e l y  
t h r o u g h  cus toms  an d  i n t o  t h e  a rms  of  t h e i r  w a i t i n g  p a r e n t s .

She t u r n e d ,  s u r v e y i n g  once more t h e  crowd wh ich  now eaioe 
p o u r i n g  out  of  t h e  7 / a l t l n g  room.

She wa tched t h e  Pan-Ara crew coming out  and a d m i re d  t h e i r  
handsome and s p o t l e s s  u n i f o r m s .

Then she f r o w n ed  -  t h e  one she 7Jas w a i t i n g  f o r  d i d n ' t  emerge 
She w a i t e d  a n x i o u s l y  f o r  some m i n u t e s  more and t h e n  
wa lked  s w i f t l y  i n t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  room.

i:

She saw he r  a t  once ,  v i o l e n t l y  g e s t i c u l a t i n g  b e f o r e  a  
sh ru gg ing  I n d o n e s i a n  cus toms  o f f i c e r .  She s u p p r e s s e d  a 
Smi le  w h i l e  vja lklng t ow ard s  t hem.  "Can I  h e l p ? "

They spoke  t o g e t h e r  and she r a i s e d  h e r  ha n d s  i n  mock d e s ­
p a i r .  She t u r n e d  t o  -t te o f f i c e r  and r e p r o a c h e d  him i n  
t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e ,  "Why a r e  you making such a f u s s ?
S h e ' s  a  f r i e n d  of mine and I  viould a d v i s e  h e r  to t h r o w  
th e s e  p o o ke tb o o k s  away,  r a t h e r  t h a n  to pay  a ny  d u t i e s .  
C a n ' t  you  see  t h e y  a r e  o ld?  She has  r e a d  them a l r e a d y  
and p r o b a b l y  knows t he m by h e a r t  -  by t he  l o o k  o f  t h em i"  
She g l a n c e d  a t  t h e  books and s t o p p e d  a b r u p t l y ,  h e r  e y e s  
w id e n in g .

The t o p  one r e a d  "The P r i c e  of S a l t  -  a  no ve l  of  a  l o ve  
s o c i e t y  f o r b i d s , "  She s t a r e d  a t  t h e  co ve r  and a  warm 
c o l o r  c r e p t  s l o wl y  ov e r  h e r  f a c e  t o w a rd  ho r  h a i r .

She g l a n o e d  a t  t he  t a l l  s t e v i a r d e s s  who was w a t c h i n g  h e r  
c u r i o u s l y ,  a  f a i n t  smi l e  on he r  l i p s ,  and  l ooked  q u i c k l y  
away.

" ITe l l ?"  she snapped  a t  t he  o f f i c e r ,  who sh r ug ged  and 
mo t ion ed  them and t h e  books  away,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  
d o n ' t  snap my h e a d  o f f .  iVhy d i d n ' t  she s ay  so t h a t  s h e ' s  
a f r i e n d  of  y o u r s i "  He shoved  t h e  s u i t c a s e s  tovrard  them,  
m u t t e r i n g  t o  h i m s e l f ,

L o l a  s m i l e d ,  opened  h e r  c a r t o n  o f  c i g a r e t t e s  and handed  
him t h r e e  p a c k s ,  "Thanks ,  Tony,  and p l e a s e  remember ,  
e v e r y  g i r l  i n  d i s t r e s s  i s  a  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e , "  She l a u g h ed  
h e a r t i l y  a s  h i s  mouth d ro pped  open i n  p e r p l e x i t y .

They wa lked  s i l e n t l y  t o g e t h e r  t oward  t h e  e x i t .  They were 
e q u a l l y  t a l l  a  rd b r o a d - s h o u l d e r e d ,  w a l k i n g  wi ih the same 
e a s y  vialk.

The crowd had  v a n i s h e d ,  l e a v i n g  t he  a i r p o r t  ' l u l e t  and 
d e s e r t e d  as  t h e y  s t o p p e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,

" D o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k  i t ' s  t i m e ? "  The s t e w a r d e s s  pu t  o u t  h e r  
hand and s m i l e d .  " I  am J o a n ,  and ve ry  g l a d  to know y o u . "

L o l a  p r e s s e d  he r  h a n d  warmly,  " I  am L o l a  -  and ve ry  
a n x i o u s  t o  know where you  a r e  s t a y i n g , "
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J o a n  l a u g h e d ,  "Oh,  you  know. I n  a  Mess o r  s o m e t h i n g , "

Yes ,  Lo l a  remembered t h a t  t he  f o r e i g h  a i r l i n e s  had  t h e i r  
own ao oo m od a t i o ns  f o r  t h e i r  o r e w s ,

" I  w onde r , "  she beg an  h e s i t a n t l y ,  " i f  you would s t a y  w i t h  
us?  I mean,  a  g i r l f r i e n d  of mine and I have  an a p a r t m e n t  
t o  o u r s e l v e s  and we would g l a d l y  ha v e  you  w i t h  u s ,  I 
d o n ’ t  t h i n k  a  Mess v e r y  a t t r a o t i v e ,  do y o u ? "

Jo an  sm i l ed  and shook h e r  h e a d ,  "No,  a n d  I  am v e r y  g r a t e ­
f u l  t o  yo u .  Are you  s u r e  y o u r  g i r l f r i e n d  w o n ' t  mind?"

"Of c o u r s e  n o t , "

They walked t o w a r d s  a t e l e p h o n e  t o  i n f o r m  J o a n ' s  o o l -  
l e a g u e s  -  and i t  was ok ay ,

Lo la  had h e r  own da r  and sh o t  i t  s k i l l f u l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
heavy  t r a f f i c  t ow ar d s  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  o i t y .

They t u r n e d  i n t o  a p r i v a t e  d r i v e  and  s t o p p e d  i n  f r o n t  of 
A house grown over  w i t h  i v y ,

Lo l a  honked t h e  ho rn  and  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  o p e n e d ,  A g i r l  
oarae i n  t h e  o p e n i n g ,  d r e s s e d  I n  a  C h in e s e  k imono and 
b l a c k  v e l v e t  s l i p p e r s ,  a  l o n g  i v o r y  c i g a r e t t e  h o l d e r  i n  
one hand and w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t r y i n g  i n  v a i n  t o  h o l d  back  
a b i g  b u l l d o g  who came Jumping  g l e e f u l l y  t o w a r d s  L o l a .

"O le ,  Buddy, "  g r e e t e d  L o l a ,  " c a n ' t  you  s a y  h e l l o  t o  ou r  
g u e s t  f i r s t ? "

The dog l ooked  up a t  J o a n ,  s q u a t t e d  down o b e d i e n t l y  and 
o f f e r e d  h e r  h i s  r i g h t  pav/,  Joan  t o o k  i t  and  s a i d  h e l l o .  
They walked  t o g e t h e r  tow’a r d s  t h e  d o o r ,  L o l a  c a r r y i n g  t he  
s u i t c a  se s .

" T e r r y , "  s a i d  L o l a ,  " t h i s  i s  J o a n .  She i s  s t a y i n g  w i t h  
u s  t o n i g h t , "

Jo a n  l ooked  down upon a h e a d  f u l l  o f  r u s t y  c o l o r e d  c u r l s  
and t h e n  i n t o  a  p a i r  of b i g  brown e y e s .  She t o o k  a  s m a l l  
bu t  s t r o n g  hand i n  h e r s  and s m i l e d ,  " I f  I  m a y , , . "

T e r r y  l a u g h e d .  "You a r e  welcome,  o f  c o u r s e .  P l e a s e ,  
oome i n , "

Joan e n t e r e d  t h e  room and  s t o p p e d .  I t  was a  s t u d i o  and 
f u l l  of  p a i n t i n g s .  I n  t h e  midd le  s t o o d  an e a s e l  w i th  a  
f i n i s h e d  bu t  s t i l l  wet  p o r t r a i t  of  a  B a l i n e s e  d a n c e r ,
Jo a n  s t a r e d  a t  t h e  f a c e  p e n s i v e l y .  I t  vías L o l a ' s ,

"Do y o u  l i k e  i t ? "  a s k e d  T e r r y ,

Joan  nodded .  "Very muoh.  I t ' s  s p l e n d i d , "

"L o la  h a t e s  i t , "  s a i d  T e r r y  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  s m i l e ,

"Why, o f  c o u r s e , "  m u t t e r e d  Lola ,  coming i n t o  t h e  room,  
" I ma g in e  me a s  a d a n c e r ,  r i d l o u l o u s j "

Joan  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  and l a u g h e d ,  T e r r y  sm i l e d ,

"Come on,  J o a n , "  s a i d  L o l a  I m p a t i e n t l y .  I ' l l  show you 
yo u r  room and t he  r e s t .  This  i s n ' t  ou r  s i t t i n g - r o o m ,  you 
know. J u s t  T e r r y ' s  l umberroom and s h e ' s  a lways  busy  and 
d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t o  be d i s t u r b e d .  Or w i l l  you  J o i n  u s ,  
T e r r y ? "

T e r r y  shook  h e r  h e a d ,  " I f  you d o n ' t  mind -  i t ' s  no t  
r e a l l y  f i n i s h e d  y e t , "  She s t a r e d  a t  t  he p a i n t i n g  and  
when J o a n  l o o k e d  back b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  room she saw he r  

W t l l l  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  m o t i o n l e s s ,  p e n s i v e l y .

D a r k n es s  f i l l e d  t h e  s t u d i o  and found  T e r r y  s i t t i n g  b e fo r e  
t h e  e a s e l ,  h e r  head  i n  h e r  h a n d s .

She l o o k e d  s l o w l y  up t o  t h e  p o r t r a i t ,  murmuring  t o  h e r ­
s e l f ,  " . , . p l e a s e ,  I  c a n ' t  s t a n d  i t  any l o n g e r .  Am I  bad 
i f  I  wan t  you  f o r  m y s e l f , , , ? "

" C e r t a i n l y  n o t . "  Jo a n  s t o o d  b e s i d e  h e r  and T e r r y  f r o z e ,  
J o a n  t o u c h e d  h e r  s h o u l d e r  l i g h t l y ,

" P l e a s e ,  T e r r y ,  c a n ' t  I  h e l p  you?"

T e r r y  shook  h e r  h e a d  m u t e ly  and Joan  d ro pped  b e s i d e  h e r  
on t h e  f l o o r .



" T e l l  roe, d a r l i n g ,  i s  L o l a  a lw a y s  i n v i t i n g  g i r l s  t o  s t a y ? "

T e r r y  no d d ed ,  "Y es ,  she  l i k e s  company v e r y  much and  I ' m  
r a t h e r  b o r i n g  h e r ,  I  g u e s s , "

"Vihy -  d o n ' t  you J o i n  h e r  and h e r  company,  e v e r ? "

T e r r y  shook h e r  h e a d .  " I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  L o l a  w an t s  me t o .
You s e e ,  I ' m  r a t h e r  shy  and t o o  s e r i o u s  t o  be much f u n , "  
Jo a n  l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e  d a rk  p o o l s  of  e y e s  wh ich  s l o w l y  
brimmed o v e r  w i t h  t e a r s ,

" T e r r y ,  d a r l i n g ,  p l e a s e  t e l l  m e. Has i t  a l w a y s  b e e n  l i k e  

t h i s ? "

"No,  Lo la  was c o n t e n t  w i t h  my company,  o u r  home,  e v e r y ­
t h i n g , , . b u t  she i s  so v i v a c i o u s ,  so -  wha t  do you  s a y  -  
r e s t l e s s  a n d  e a s i l y  b o r e d ,  I  am too  q u i e t ,  t o o  s e r i o u s  
f o r  h e r . "

J o a n  s t r o k e d  h e r  l i g h t l y  o v e r  h e r  s o f t ,  s h o r t  c u r l s ,  
" L i s t e n ,  T e r r y ,  d i d  you  e v e r  i n v i t e  someone y o u r s e l f ?  L id  
you e v e r  go out  hy y o u r s e l f ? "

T e r r y  l o o k e d  up i n  s u r p r i s e .  "No,  why shou ld  I ?  I have  
my work and I  h a t e  g o i n g  o u t . "

"Has L o l a  e v e r  been  J e a l o u s ? "  a sk ed  J o a n ,  l o s t  i n  t h o u g h t ,

T e r r y  s m i l e d ,  "Of c o u r s e  n o t ,  Why s h o u l d  sh e?"

Jo a n  hugged h e r  s u d d e n l y ,  " I ' v e  f o u n d  i t ,  T e r r y !  L i s t e n  
c a r e f u l l y , "  She w h i s p e r e d  u r g e n t l y  f o r  some t i m e  and 
T e r r y ' s  ey e s  w idene d  i n  s u r p r i s e  an d  t h e n  began  t o  s h i n e  
and  s p a r k l e .

"Do you  t h i n k  so? Are you  s u r e ? "  She sounded  a n x i o u s  
and  a  l i t t l e  b i t  w o r r i e d ,

Jo a n  hugged  h e r  a g a i n ,  " I  am s u r e  i t  w i l l  wo rk ,  d o n ' t  
w o r r y ,  you d u c k y , "  She k i s s e d  T a r r y  on t o p  o f  h e r  r u s t y  
c o l o r e d  head  -  and r e l e a s e d  h e r  q u i c k l y .

"So y o u ' r e  h e r e ,  I ' v e  l o o k e d  f o r  you e v e r y w h e r e , "  L o l a  
s t e p p e d  i n t o  t he  room and s w i t c h e d  on t h e  l i g h t s ,

" I  am s o r r y ,  I  was i n  t h e  g a r d e n  and saw t h e  f r e n c h  do o r s  
open .  I  w a n t e d  t o  w a t c h  T e r r y  w or k in g ,  so I  s l i p p e d  i n  
b u t  she d i d n ' t  w o rk ,  she  d o z e d , "  She l a u g h ed  t e a s i n g l y  
and  s t o o d  u p ,

"Are you  coming t o o ,  T e r r y ? "  a sked  L o l a ,

"Y es ,  i n  a  m i n u t e . "  She w a t c hed  Joan  and L o l a  s t r o l l i n g  
o u t  of t h e  s t u d i o ,  g l a n c e d  a t  t he  e a s e l  and  smi l ed  b r o a d ­
l y .  " I t ' s  bec au se  I l ove  yo u ,  h o n e y , "  she t o l d  t h e  p i c ­
t u r e ,  " P l e a s e ,  d o n ' t  be t o o  mad ,"

She s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  doo r i n t o  h e r  room.

L o la  an d  Joan  s a t  d r i n k i n g  t h e i r  w h i s k y - s o d a s ,  bo th  
change d  i n  s l a c k s  and a i r y  s h i r t s ,  when T e r r y  e n t e r e d  t h e  
s i t t i n g - r o o m ,  Joan  l o o k e d  up and w h i s t l e d  s o f t l y .

T e r r y  h a d  ch an ge d  t o o  and was v i ea r i ng  a  Shanghai  d r e s s .  
J a d e - g r e e n  and c l i n g i n g  a r ou n d  h e r  l i k e  a  c a r e s s ,  h e r  
r u s t y  c o l o r e d  h a i r  g l e a m in g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  as  a s o f t  
g lo w in g  f i r e .

She sm i l ed  a t  Jo a n  and t h e n  a t  Lo la  who s a t  l o o k i n g  a t  h e r  
w i t h  a  p u z z l e d  f rown be tween  h e r  ey e s ,

"My," s a i d  Jo a n  a d m i r i n g l y ,  "yo u  do l oo k  n i c e ,  my p e t i "

" T h a n k  y o u , "  T e r r y  s a t  dow n b e s id e  h e r  a n d  a c c e p t e d  th e  

d r i n k  sh e  o f f e r e d ,

L o la  w a l k ed  o v e r  t o  t he  p i c k - u p ,  t o  s e t  up some r e c o r d s .  
" P l e a s e  , L o l a , "  a s k e d  J o a n ,  "would  you p l a y  a  t a n g o ?  I ' m  
s u r e  i t ' s  t h e  o n l y  dance  f o r  T e r r y  -  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  
dance  i t  w i t h  h e r . "

She s t o o d  up and w inked  a t  T e r r y  a s  t h e  melody pou red  
■4nto t h e  room,  "May I ? "  she bowed.

T e r r y  g l i d e d  i n t o  h e r  a rms ,  n e s t l e d  h e r  head  upon h e r  
s h o u l d e r  and  s h u t  h e r  e y e s .

Jo a n  n u z z l e d  h e r  cheek  and  saw Lo la  w a t c h in g  them w i t h  
t h e  same p u z z l e d  e x p r e s s i o n  on h e r  f a c e .



Shs GPinned s o f t l y  and p r e s e o d  T o r r y  c l o s e r  a j u i n s t  h e r .  
" D a r l i n g ,  I l o v e  y o u . "

T o r r y  opened  h e r  e y e s  and l o o k e d  u p .  "No,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
l o o k  a t  n e ,  I  r.ican i t ,  you knot : ,  I  l o ve  y o u l "

T o r r y  s n i l o d  " S l l l y l "  and  c l o s e d  h e r  ey e s  a ^ a i n .  Joan  
n u z z l e d  hep h a i r ,  h e r  arras t i g h t e n i n g  a r o u n d  h e r .
" Y o u ' r e  h u r t i n g  raa,"  u h i s p o r e d  T o r r y  d r o a n i l y .

" I ' n  s o r r y  -  no ,  I  am n o t  -  y o u ' r e  h u r t i n g  me t o o ,  you 
! ; nou . .

The t a n g o  ended  and t ' l o y  s t o p p e d ,  L o l a  s a t  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  
a t  t h e n ,  a  c i g a r e t t e  botv;een h e r  f i n g e r s  an d  a  d e e p e r  
f r own  be twee n  h ^ r  a y o s ,  T e r r y  b i t  t i e r  l i p  n e r v o u s l y ,

" P l e a s e ,  d o n ' t  w o r r y , "  t r h i s p e r o d  J o a n  and t o o k  h e r  i n  
h e r  a rms  a g a i n  when a  rhumba e n v e l o p e d  t he m .

" I ' m  s o r r y . "  L o l a  s t o o d  b e s i d e  t h e n ,  h e r  f a c e  p a l e  and  
drav.n,  " I  am s o r r y , "  she r e p e a t e d  h a l t i n g l y ,  " b u t ,  
p l e a s e ,  you  nay  t h i n k  me a  d o p e ,  b u t  -  o f ,  d amm i t ,  I  c a n ' t  
s t a n d  i t  any l o n g e r  -  y o u ' r e  making  me J e a l o u s  as  h e l l l l "  
She l o o k e d  a t  J o a n ,  h e r  l i p s  q u i v e r i n g ,  shame and t o r t u r e  
i n  h e r  e y e s ,

Jo an  r e l e a s e d  T e r r y  s l ov ; l y ,  "Su ro  y o u ' r o  a  d o p e , "  she 
commented c a l m l y ,  "The b i g g e s t  one I  e v e r  sav: ,"  She 
t o o k  T e r r y ' s  f a c e  be tween  h e r  hands  and k i s s e d  h e r  on h e r  
l i p s ,  l i n g e r i n g l y ,

" L i r e  me i f  she  r e m a i n s  a  do pe ,  T e r r y  d a r l i n g ,  and  Pan-Am 
t : l l l  f ' t o h  you u p i "  She shoved  T o r r y  s o f t l y  i n t o  L o l a ' s s  
a r m s ,  "Your l a s t  ohanoo ,  p a l . "

L o l a  s m i l e d  a s  h e r  a rm s  t i g h t e n e d  a r o u n d  T o r r y ,  "Thank 
y o u i "  T e r r y  b u r i e d  h e r  f a c e  h a p p i l y  a g a i n s t  L o l a ' s  
s h o u l d e r  and Joan  t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  l o r  d r i n k .

She p o u r e d  h e r s o l f  a  f r e s h  ono and s a t  s t a r i n g  m o o d i ly  a t  
t h e  l i q u i d  i n  h e r  g l a s s ,

" I  w o n d e r , "  she murmured ,  " w h o ' s  t h e  d o p e . , , ? "

Cross -  Currents

An  h is t o r ic  leg a l  d e c is io n  may a r is e  from the s u it  of BRUCE 

Sc o tt , 51, of Sp r in g f ie l d , Va ., veteran  and former  labo r  De p t , 

e m p lo y e . Supported  by  the n a t io n a l  Ca p it o l  Area  C i v i l  l ib e r t ie s  

Un io n , Scott i s  ch alleng in g  a  C i v i l  Se r v ic e  c o m m iss io n  d et er m in a ­

t io n  VIHICH m a kes  h im  INELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT TO POSITIONS IN 

c o m p e t it iv e  C i v i l  s e r v ic e  and a lso  b a r s  h im  from c i v i l  s e r v ic e

EXAMINATIONS FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS.

Scott took and p a ss e d  w ritten  e x a m in a t io n s  fo r  per so n n el  o f f ic e r  

and management a n a lyst  p o s it io n s . Th er ea ft e r , the C i v i l  Se r v ic e

COMMISSION conducted AN INVESTIGATION TO 0ETER:.1|NE SCOTT'S SUIT­

ABILITY FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT. DURING THE INTERVIEW», SCOTT WAS

ASKED, "THE C i v i l  s e r v ic e  Co m m iss io n  h as  info rm atio n  in d ic a t in g

THAT YOU ARE A HOMOSEXUAL. DO YOU WISH TO COMMENT ON THIS MAT­

TER?" SCOTT REPLIED, "NO, I DO NOT BELIEVE THE QUESTION IS 

PERTINENT INSOFAR AS MY JOB PERFORMANCE IS CONCERNED." SUBSE­

QUENTLY, SCOTT WAS NOTIFIED THAT HE WAS "DISQUALIFIED FOR BJPLOY- 

MENT IN THE COMPETITIVE SERVICE BECAUSE OF |.AX)RAL CONDUCT."

Scott a s s e r t s  that  th e  f in d in g  that homosexual conduct i s  " immoral 

IN nature"  i s  a r b it r a r y  and c a p r ic io u s  and not founded  on grounds 

au th o r ized  by  st a t u t e . Da v id  Ca r l in e r , a  co operat ing  ACLU attor­

n e y , FILED s u it  on SCOTT'S BEHALF IN THE U. S. DISTRICT COURT.

Th i s  s u it  ch allen g es  the r ig h t  and  au th o r ity  of the  U.S. C i v i l  

s e r v ic e  Co m m iss io n  to c h a r a c t er ize  h o m o sexu al ity  a s  im m o ral; to 

USE im m o ra l it y  a s  a  c r it e r io n  fo r  s u it a b i l it y  fo r  Fed er a l  employ­

m en t ; AND TO MAKE HOMOSEXUAL CONDUCT A BASIS FOR A FINDING OF 

u n s u it a b il it y  for  FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.

Sco tt ' s  c a se  may b e  taken  to the  u . S. Supreme Co urt, accord ing  

TO attorney  Da v id  Ca r l in e r . The p l a in t if f , Bruce Sc o tt , i s  

S ecretary  of t h e  Ma t t a c h in e  s o c ie t y  o f  '.i'ashingtoivi, 0. C.

Sf: j|c 5̂: jf! jj! s|t ^

Th e  NB'V YORK POST ON i f̂eoNESOAY June I9 p r in t e d  an  a r t ic l e  e n t it l e d  

"T h o se  wFio Ar e  D if f e r e n t "  a s  part  of it s  s e r ie s  " S e x  and la w s. "  

Fortu n ately  it  was a w ell- w ritten  c a psu le  account of how th e  laws



AFFECT HOMOSEXt'ALS. ThE WRITER DRAWS THE CONCLUSION THAT LAWS 

ARE STACKED AGAINST HOMOSEXUALS. IN ANOTHER ARTICLE IN THE SERIES 

— "SOCIAL Pa tt er n s  and Pr iv a t e  L iv e s " — th e  n , Y. Ma t t a c h in e  So c i­

et y  RECEIVED QUITE A NICE BIT OF ADVERTISING.

jjs J(c >ic *

Th e  in d e f a t ig a b l e  Rano o lfe  w ick er  h a s  pro po sed  a  p ic k e t in g  of the 

WHITE HOUSE "TO HIGHLIGHT NOT ONLY THE HOMOSEXUAL MOVEMENT BUT 

ALSO DISCRIMINATORY GOVERNMENTAL POLICIES IN A VARIETY OF AREAS."

3jC ){( )|C 3|C )|l

In  a  sermon d e l iv e r e d  from  the  p u l p it  of Southwark Ca th ed ral  in  

LONDON, Canon D. A. Rh ym es  d e c u r e d  th e  t r a d it io n a l  moral code

IMPLIED THAT SEX IS UNAVOIDABLY TAINTED. "YET THERE IS NO TRACE 

OF THIS TEACHING IN THE ATTITUDE OF CHRIST," HE SA ID. "HE DOES 

NOT EXALT VIRGINITY OVER MARRIAGE OR MARRIAGE OVER VIRGINITY— HE 

MERELY s a y s  IN ONE PLACE THAT SOME HAVE DELIVERATELY CHOSEN VIR­

GINITY TO LEAVE THEM FREE FOR THE WORK OF THE KINGDOM. NOR DOES 
Ch r is t  e v er  su g g est  that  s e x u a l it y  a s  su ch  i s  u n d e s ir a b l e  or that  

MARRIAGE IS THE ONLY POSSIBLE OCCASION OF ANY EXPRESSION OF PHYS­

ICAL RELATIONSHIP." CANON RHYMES SAID IT HAD BEEN ARGUED THAT 
MORALITY SHOULD BE BASED ON NATURAL LAW. "BUT WHAT IS NATURAL 

AND WHAT IS UNNATURAL? UJCH OF THE PREJUDICE AGAINST HOMOSEXUAL­

ITY IS  ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS UNNATURAL— BUT UNNATURAL FOR WHOM? 

CERTAINLY NOT FOR THE HOMOSEXUAL HIMSELF. IT IS VERY DOUBTFUL 

WHETHER NATURE OFFERS ANY GUIDANCE ON MORALITY. . . WE NEED TO 

REPLACE THE TRADITIONAL MORALITY BASED UPON A CODE WITH A MORALITY 

VJHICH IS RELATED TO THE PERSON AND THE NEEDS OF THE PERSON, . . IF 

WE WANT PEOPLE TO LIVE WELL WE MUST EMPHASIZE LOVE, NOT MORALITY."

♦ * * *

San  Fr a n c isc o  c o lu m n ist  He r b  Caen  t a l k s  about  "THe  My s t e r io u s  (and 

SOMETIMES Ex o t ic ) Ea st  Ba y : Re v . Ro bert  Ph i l l i p s , Pr e s , of the  

m in i s t e r ia l  Al l ia n c e  of San  Pa b l o , came out four- sq u are  a g a in st

PUBLIC d an c in g  a t  A HEARING THERE THE OTHER DAY. AFTER TICKING 

OFF 'THE DIRE SOCIAL AND MORAL ISSUES* AND H iS BELIEF THAT 'MANY 

TEEN-AGE PROBLEMS ORIGINATE IN THE DANCE HALL,' HE CONCLUDED:

' I WOULD BE FOR DANCING IF MEN DANCED WITH MEN AND WOMEN DANCED 

WITH VJOMEN.' SORRY, REVEREND. MY PROGRAM'S F ILLED ."
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Why Are They 
Second Best?

by Doro thy  Lyle

I n  my a r t i c l e ,  "Second  B e s t  S o o i e t y , "  I  examined  what  seems 
t o  me t o  be one o f  t h e  mos t  d a n g e ro u s ,  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
and  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  k i n d s  of e x i s t e n c e  commonly l i v e d  by an 
a p p a r e n t  m a j o r i t y  o'? L e s b i a n s  t o d a y .

I t  must  be r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  i n  c i t i n g  t h r e e  main g roups  o f  
L e s b i a n s ,  I  am b e i n g  v e r y  g e n e r a l .  There  a r e  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  women who f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  oou ld  no t  be i n c l u d e d  I n  
t h e  g r o u p s :  " f r i n g e  a r e a s , "  "Second  B e s t e r s , "  or  " o l d e r
k i d s , "  Very g e n e r a l l y  t h e s e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  oo u ld  be d i ­
v i d e d  i n  t h i s  manner :  u n d e s i r a b l e  c i t i z e n s ,  s a l v a g e a b l e
c i t i z e n s ,  and a d u l t  L e s b i a n s  l e a d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  l i v e s  
f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t .

"Second  B e s t  S o c i e t y "  p r e s e n t e d  a  more or  l e s s  t o t a l l y  
cond emn a t o ry  v i e w p o i n t .

A c t u a l l y ,  s i n c e  a s  we a l l  know n o t h i n g  I s  t o t a l l y  b l a c k  
or  t o t a l l y  w h i t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  p o s s i b l e  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  t h i s  
f o rm o f  l i v i n g .  These  a r e ,  however ,  n e g l i g i b l e  i n  t h e  
f a c e  of  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  a  g roup of  g i r l s  who q u i t e  f r a n k l y  
acknowledge  membership I n  a  "bee  h i v e "  g roup  In  my own 
c i t y ,  t h e  p o i n t s  l i s t e d  be low  were  b ro u g h t  o u t ;

1 ,  T h e r e  I s  s a f e t y  I n  n u m b e r s ,

2 .  They ( h e t e r o s e x u a l s )  band t o g e t h e r .

3 .  A g i r l  who h a s  J u s t  "come o u t "  n ee ds  gu id anc e  and she  
I s  a l o n e .  ( I  p o i n t e d  ou t  h e r e  t h a t  one oou ld  h a r d l y  "come 
o u t "  a l o n e . )

4 ,  L i v i n g  4 (2 c o u p l e s )  i n  a  house  o u t s  down e x p e n se s  and 
"you  a l w ay s  have  someone a r o u n d , "
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5 .  s t r o n g  p e o p l e  t a k e  ove r  I n  any  g ro u p ;  t h e y  a r e  b r i g h t ­
e r .  (T h i s  was i n  r e p l y  t o  my a s k i n g  why t h e y  t o l e r a t e d  
such  d i d a c t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  f rom a few i n d i v i d u a l s . )

6 .  The re  i s  no t ime  t o  w o r r y ,  s i n c e  p eo p l e  a r e  i n  and 
o u t  a l l  of  t h e  t i m e .

The o n l y  dl s a d v a n t a g e  any of  t h e  g ro up  would a d m i t  t o ,  was 
t h e  l a c k  of  t i m e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  t h i n g s ,  such  
a s  r e a d i n g .  The c a u s e  g i v e n  f o r  t h i s  was t h e  same a s  f o r  
i t e m  6 ab o v e ,  a n d ,  t o o ,  " t h e r e  a r e  a lw a y s  so many p a r t i e s . "

Ex amin ing  e a c h  of  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  i n  f a v o r  of  g ro up  l i v i n g ,  
i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  one must  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  v a l i d i t y  i n  

number  1 ,  and some v a l i d i t y  i n  number  4 .

I t e m  2, how eve r ,  i s  r a t h e r  s i l l y ,  s i n c e  t h i s  b a n d in g  t o g e t h ­
e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  r a t h e r  d e s t r u c t i v e  i n  h e t e r o s e x u a l  s o c i ­
e t y .  We c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  n o t  improve  o u r  l o t  i n  l i f e  by 
i m i t a t i n g  t h e  l e a s t  d e s i r a b l e  a s p e c t s  of h e t e r o s e x u a l  l i f e .

I t e m  3 c a l l s  f o r  an a u d i e n c e  on t he  honeymoon;  t h i s  co u ld  
h a r d l y  be a  good i d e a .

'.Vhile money i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  i t e m  4 ,  
t h e  r e s t  of  i t  b e s p e a k s  a  t e r r i b l e  i m m a t u r i t y  and  d e p e n ­
d e n c y .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  d i c t a t o r s  e x i s t  ev e r yw he r e  ( i t e m  5 ) .
Ev e r y  o f f i c e  has  a  p e t t y  t y r a n t ,  b u t  t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  a c ­
q u i r e  a  t y r a n t  i s  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  i m m a t u r i t y  and i t e m  6 
b a c k s  t h i s  up even  more .

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  m a j o r  c a u s e  of t h e  "bee  h i v e "  l i f e  i s  
e m o t i o n a l  de pe nd en ce  c o u p l e d  v i i t h  a  s e n s e  of i n f e r i o r i t y .  
None o f  t h e  g i r l s  I  q u e s t i o n e d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  would 
p e r s o n a l l y  be a b l e  J u s t  t o  t a k e  o f f  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  t t i y  
l i v e d  w i t h  and make an e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h e a s é l v a a  t n  an 
I s o l a t e d  b a s i s .  Most  of  t hem would n o t  even a t t e m p t  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Many of  t h e  r e p l i e s  t o  t h i s  
were  v a r i a t i o n s  of  t h i s  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  a  27- y e a r - o l d  
c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  an  e x c e l l e n t  Job of  5s '  y e a r s  
s t a n d i n g ,  c u r r e n t l y  w o rk in g  on t h e  t h i r d  b ig  l o v e  of  h e r  
l i f e :  "Why, h e l l ,  you*d be m i s s i n g  h a l f  t h e  fun  of t h e
gay  l i f e . "

When a  co u p l e  f i g h t  o r  J u s t  d i s a g r e e  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  f a c t i o n s  
s i d e  w i t h  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of  t hem.  Thus even a  smal l  
q u a r r e l  c an  b a l l o o n  up i n t o  a  b roken  m a r r i a g e .

There  i s  some t e n d e n c y  r a p i d l y  t o  h e l p  t h e  " t e a r f u l "  one 
move o u t ,  and by t h e  t ime  t h e  t e a r s  d r y  u p ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  
t o o  l a t e  t o  go home. L e f t  a l o n e ,  i t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
t o  as sume t h a t  some of  t h e s e  s p l i t s  would be a v o i d e d .  I t  
i s  a lm o s t  a  p a r o d y  of t h e  o ld  " g o i n g  home t o  mo th e r "  b i t  
f r om se con d  r a t e  J e k e s .

One p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  which  seems t o  su p p o r t  t h i s  i s  t h a t  
t h e  o l d e r  g i r l s  seem t o  be much more p e r m a n e n t l y  ma t ed ,  
some of t hem f o r  as l o n g  a s  20 o r  25 y e a r s .

I n f i d e l i t y  i s  h a n d l e d  i n  a s i m i l a r ,  n e a r l y  h i l a r i o u s  (were 
i t  n o t  so t r a g i c ) ,  manne r .  F i r s t  one g i r l  s t r a y s ,  o f t e n  
w i t h  a n o t h e r  member of  t h e  g r o u p .  Some of t h e  group h a p ­
p i l y  g a t h e r  up t h e  new c o u p l e ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  soo the  the 
" i n j u r e d "  one .  U s u a l l y ,  a f t e r  many t a l k s ,  t h e  " I n j u r e d "  
one t a k e s  h e r  p l a c e  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  new ho us eh o l d  u n t i l  a 
new l o v e  a p p e a r s  f o r  h e r .  As o f t e n  a s  n o t ,  t h e  new g i r l  
J o i n s  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  and  t h e  two c o u p l e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  
l i v e  t o g e t h e r .

T h i s  t y p e  of  s o c i e t y  i s  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  male ho mo se x ua l s .  
They a r e  mere e v e n l y  d i v i d e d  be tween  a f r i n g e  g roup  and a 
s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  g ro u p .  Th i s  i s ,  however ,  n o t  a  moral  
d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  a c c e p t e d  s e n s e ,  s i n c e  p r o m i s c u i t y  i s  
p a t e n t l y  a p a r t  of  b o t h  g ro u p s  and t h i s  b e h a v i o r  does  not  
c r e a t e  op p ro b r i u m.

The male homo se xu a l ,  i n  t he  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  g r o up ,  
vfhlch would be made up o f  " s e c o n d  b e s t e r s "  and " o l d e r  
k i d s "  i f  compared  t o  t h e  f ema le  s o c i e t i e s ,  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  
a  more u s e f u l  c i t i z e n  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .

O f t e n  t h e  women have  a d o p t e d  ( c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  o t h e r v d s e )  
t h e  l e a s t  d e s i r a b l e  m a s c u l i n e  t r a i t s ,  where  t h e  men have 
a d o p t e d  t h e  more d e s i r a b l e  f e m i n i n e  t r a i t s  o r  s e n s i b i l i ­
t i e s ,  D e s p i t e  p e r s e c u t i o n  by l aw ,  and a  p r o m i s c u i t y  t h a t  
many h e t e r o s e x u a l s  f i n d  d e s p i c a b l e  ( o u t  of  J e a l o u s y ? ) ,  t h e  
men o f t e n  c o n t r i b u t e  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h e  w or ld  a s  a  whole ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  work,  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .



T h i s  i s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  i n  t h e  L e s b i a n  " s e c o n d  b e s t "  g r o u p ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  common among t h e  " o l d e r  k i d s , "

In  a d d i t i o n ,  many more m a l e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d e v o t e  some 
of  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  b e t t e r i n g  t h e  l o t  of  homo se xu a l s  i n  
g e n e r a l .  T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  ext r eme 
c r u e l t i e s  t h e  l aw p r e s e n t l y  i n f l i c t s  on t h e  male homo­
s e x u a l ,  ^

There  i s  no e a s y  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Each  of  us  
who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s h o u l d e r  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  
L e s b i a n s  who w i l l  come a f t e r  u s ,  mus t  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a s  
many a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  " s ec o n d  b e s t "  g roup  t o  " g r a d u a t e "  
and s t a r t  w ork ing  t o w a rd  making  t h i s  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d .

The homosexual  i s  t h e  l a s t  of  t h e  p e r s e c u t e d  m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s .  Remember,  t o o ,  t h a t  e v e r y  homosexua l  w i l l  n o t  
t a k e  h i s  o r  h e r  b u rd e n  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e  more 
we can g e t  t o  h e l p ,  t h e  s h o r t e r  t he  b a t t l e .  The "Second  
B es t  S o c i e t y "  c o n t a i n s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  w o r t h ­
wh i l e  women. L e t ' s  t r y  t o  de v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y .

VOLUNTEER FOR RESEARCH!

D'‘<. Gundlach  and  h i s  New York r esea r c h  group h ave  b een  fo rg in g  

AHEAD WITH THEIR WORK ON THE QUESTIONNAIRES FOR THE NEW STUDY ON 

Le s b ia n s  (s e e  J une and Ju ly  LADDER i s s u e s ). Some 15 or  so m em bers 

OF THE San Fr a n c isc o  Chapter  were a sk e d  in  June to take  pa r t  in  a  
TRI.-L RUN OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE, WITH THE OBJECT OF UNCOVERING AND 

CORRECTING AMBIGUITIES AND ERRORS, AND PERFECTING THE PROCEDURE 

FOR ENSURING ANONYMOUS AND PRIVATE REPLIES. NEXT MONTH THE LADDER 
WILL CARRY A COMIAJNI CAT I ON FROM DR. GUNDLACH, DESCRIBING H IS 

PROJECT FULLY, AND PROVIDING A WAY FOR YOU TO INDICATE YOUR INTER­
EST IN PARTICIPATING.

" I  WANT TO OFFER SOME ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLANCHE 
M. BAKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

!• OOB IS NOT HEALTHY ENOUGH TO PROVIDE SUCH A SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD AT THIS TIME, AND IT IS  UNLIKELY TO BECOME WEALTHY ENOUGH 

IN THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE, HHAT MONEY IT CAN BEG OR BORROW SHOULD 

BE USED FOR IMMEDIATE RESULTS FOR THE LESBIAN IN NEED OF HELP, 
PREFERABLY THROUGH A COUNSELING SERVICE.

"2 . Money could b e  l it e r a l l y  poured  into  making  THE LADDER a

STRONGER AND PROGRESSIVELY MORE POWERFUL PROPAGANDA TOOL. THE 

MAGAZINE FINOS ITS WAY INTO THE HANDS OF MANY HETEROSEXUALS, SOME 

IN A POSITION TO INFLUENCE PUBLIC OPINION (WHERE IT COUNTS, I.E .,  
DOCTORS, LAWYERS, TEACHERS, ETC.)

"3. CONTRARY TO (APPARENT) OPINION, THIS LITTLE ITEM WILL NOT 

BENEFIT US ONE WHIT, IT 'S  NOT BIG ENOUGH TO BE TRUE bARGESSE.

It  cannot HAVE BENEFICIAL PROPAGANDA EFFECTS. ASK ANY COLLEGE 

TEACHER HOW HE OR SHE BELIEVES THE TRUSTEES WOULD REACT TO THIS 

SORT OF FUND IF THEY KNEW (THEY WOULD RUN UP THE WALLS),

"4 . Th i s  IS  AN exa m ple  (common to the v a r io u s  h o m o ph ile  o rg an iza ­

t io n s ) OF CREATING A WAY TO FLY BEFORE WE LEARN TO WALK. WE 

HAVEN'T EVEN BEGUN TO GET ACTIVE SUPPORT FROM THE HOMOSEXUALS IN 

THIS COUNTRY. MONEY COULD BE SPENT IN SPREADING THE WORD, IF 

NOTHING ELSE. AFTER ALL, EVERY BIG PRINTED PUBLICITY RELEASE 

that  DOB HAS HAD HAS RESULTED IN INQUIRIES FROM NUMEROUS PEOPLE, 

Out  OF EVERY DOZEN OR SO, WE ARE BOUND TO PICK UP A NEW SUBSCRIBER, 

AND FROM THEM IN TURN A FEW NEW WORKERS AND CONTRIBUTORS.

"3 .  Accord ing  to my l im it e d  knowledge (gleaned  from the pages of 

THE LADDER) THE SCHOLARSHIP money i s  b e in g  SPLIT INTO EVEN LITTLER 

PIECES THAN WOULD BE OF ANY REALISTIC HELP OR BENEFIT. IF IT IS 

ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO AWARD THE MONEY ALREADY CONTRIBUTED, THEN 

IT SHOULD BE A SINGLE SCHOLARSHIP, TO ONE INDIVIDUAL AND THAT ONE

A Le s b ia n , do you h ave  any id ea  ju st  how much money i s  g iv e n  in



SCHOLARSHIPS EACH YEAR IN THIS COUNTRY? SOME SCHOOLS DO NOT EVEN 

PASS OUT i l L  OF THEIR AVAILABLE GRANTS IN A GIVEN YEAR. THOUSANDS 

OF DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE TO MEN AND WOMEN WITH CERTAIN LIMITING 

QUALIFICATIONS. IF WE ARE GIVING OUT SCHOLARSHIPS, THEN WHY NOT 

AWARD THEM TO DESERVING LESBIANS? WHY SHOULD WE APPEAR ASHAMED 

OF LIMITING THE GRANTS TO FEMALES OF OUR OWN PERSUASION?

"5 .  UNDOUBTEDLY W«E NEED FUND-RAISING DRIVES -  BUT TO RAISE FUNDS 

TO BUILD THE DOB INTO A LARGER AND MORE INFLUENTIAL ORGANIZATION. 

Every  cent  should  go t w a r d  t h is  e n d , and ev er y  p o s s ib l e  cent 

SHOULD GO TOW/ARO BUILDING THE LADDER into  AS EFFECTIVE A TOOL AS 

POSSIBLE.

"7 . I CANNOT HELP BELIEVING THAT IF THE DEAR LADY IN WHOSE NAME 

THIS THING WAS INITIATED WERE AROUND, SHE WOULD POOH-POOH THE IDEA 

AS UNREALISTIC.

" I  AM AGAINST THE SCHOLARSHIP IDEA, NOT BECAUSE IT ISN 'T  FINE,

BUT BECAUSE IT IS TOO IDEALISTIC, NEED «EAT AND POTATOES FOR 

THE NEXT FEW/ YEARS. THERE'S PLENTY OF TIME FOR THE 'FRUIT SALAD' 

l a t e r ! "

-  Gen e  Damon

}|c )i< )|c

"P a r t ic u l a r l y  notable  in  the  March  LADDER was the to uch in g  sto ry  

BY NOLA e n t it l e d  'T a k e  a  Good lo o k ' .  Nev er  befo r e  h a s  any  w r it t en  

WORD a f f e c t e d  «E SO STRONGLY.. .MY FIRST REACTION WAS TO BURST INTO 

TEARS. NOLA IS  ABLE, WITH A FBV CHOICE WORDS, TO PAINT A PICTURE 

OF PATHOS, HOSTILITY, TENDERNESS, REJECTION, SACRIFICE, AND CON­

FUSION AS DEFTLY AS ANY ARTIST WITH H IS WELL-PLACEO BRUSH STROKES. 

Sh e  IS  ABLE TO EXPRESS BEAUTIFLLLY WHAT VIE ALL KNOW, FEEL, AND 

HAVE e x p e r ie n c e d . HERS IS REALLY A GIFT. TRULY HOPE WE W ILL HAVE 

MORE FROM NOLA. LOCKING FORWARD TO FUTURE ISSUES.

" P . S .  AFTER THINKING ABOUT IT -  THIS STORY COULD BE OF INTEREST 

TO ANY GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO DARE TO LOVE DESPITE PREJUDICES, BE 

THEY RELIGIOUS, COLOR, OR SEXUAL...NOT NECESSARILY HOMOSEXUALS 

ALONE. OUR PROBLEMS ARE NOT UNIQUE."

-  T . B . ,  Brooklyn

I N C O R P O R

B I L I T I S
I N C O R  P O R A T E D

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 1232 Market St., 
Suite 108, San Francisco 2, California

New York Chapter; P.O. Box 3629. Grand Central Station, New York 17, N.Y.
Los Angeles
Chicago Chapter: 5065 North Damen Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

MEMBERSHIP in the Daughters of B ilitis  is  lim itrd to women 21 years 
of age or older. If in San F rancisco , New York or Los A ngeles area, 
d irec t inquiry to chapter concerned; otherw ise write to National Office 
in San F rancisco .

THE LADDER: a monthly publication by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
INC., mailed first c la s s  in a p lain sealed  envelope for S4.00 per year.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accep ted  from anyone who w ishes to 
a s s is t  u s in our work. We are a non-profit corporation working entirely on 
donated labor. Our fees are not of such amounts as to allow  for much 
expansion of the publication . While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed in te rest in our ef­
forts and our publication and have made contributions to further our work. 
Of course , anyone over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
1232 Market Street, Suite 108,
San Francisco 2, California.

Please send THE LADDER for year(s) by first class mail sealed to the 
address below. I enclose $ at the rate of $4.00 for each year ordered.

NAME.

A D D R E SS.  

C IT Y ___

/ am over 21 years o/ age (Signed).

.ZONE__ STATE.



FEATURED IN SEPTEMBER:

a provocative lecture by

REV. ROBERT W. WOOD

the LaddeH PubllsKvd monthly 

by tha Daughtars of Btlltia

i* regarded as a sounding board for various 
points of view on the homophile end related subjecH Y * " '



USE T H IS  COUPON TO VOLUNTEER FOR RESEARCH PROJECT

Do YOU BELIEVE IN THE STATED PURPOSE OF DAUGHTERS OF B iL IT IS  

TO ENCOURAGE AND FURTHER RESEARCH ABOUT THE HOMOPHILE? ARE 

YOU ALSO WILLING TO ACT ON YOUR BELIEF?

Then f il l  in  your name and address below and m a il  t h is  coupon 

TO RESEARCH, DAUGHTERS OF B IL IT IS, 1232 Market St ., Su it e  108, 
San Francisco  2, Ca l if o r n ia . They w ill  sead you a question­

na ire  BOOKLET,

Req u est  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  o n l y  i f  you  a r e  w il l in g  to  f i l l  it  out;

NAME

ADDRESS

i f c e
is r09*rd*d ét M ioundinç boird fof ’ 

pointi of viow Oft tho homophilt <nd roUfod tubjocts

PubliiKod monthly by th* Doughttrs of lilitli, Inc.
1232 MARKET ST*
SAN FRANCISCO 2, CALIF.


