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B l  L I T I S
A WOMES*S ORGANIZATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE I NTEGRATI ON OF THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO S OCI E T Y  B Y :

........

..............

O Education of the variant, with particu lar em phasis on the psych
o log ical, physio logical and soc io log ical a sp e c ts , to enab le  her 
to understand h erse lf  and make her adjustm ent to soc ie ty  in a ll 
i ts  so c ia l, c iv ic  and economic im plica tions— th is  to be accom p
lish ed  by estab lish in g  and m aintaining as  com plete a library as  
p o ss ib le  of both fiction and non-fiction literatu re on the sex d e
v iant theme; by sponsoring public d isc u ss io n s  on pertinent sub
je c ts  to be conducted by leading members of the legal, p sy ch ia t
ric , relig ious and other p ro fessions; by advocating a mode of be
havior and d ress  accep tab le  to  so c ie ty .

© E d u c a t io n  of the public a t large through accep tance first of the 
ind iv idual, leading to  an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and p rejud ices; through public d isc u ss io n  m eetings aforemen
tioned; through dissem ination  of educational lite ra tu re  on the 
hom osexual theme.

©  P artic ip a tio n  in research  pro jec ts by duly authorized and respon
s ib le  p sycho log ists , soc io log ists  and other such experts d irected  
tow ards further knowledge of the hom osexual.

O  Investigation  of the penal code a s  i t  perta ins to the hom osexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitab le handling of c a se s  
involving th is  minority group, and promotion of th ese  changes 
through due p rocess of law in the s ta te  leg is la tu res .
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The Loneliness of 

Radclyffe Hall

by Donald Webster Cory

Whatever e l s e  may be s a i d  o f  h er  l i f e  and work, th e  name 
of R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  I s  l in k e d  i n e x t r i c a b l y  in  th e  minds o f  
l i t e r a l l y  m i l l i o n s  o f  p eo p le  w ith  one book: The Vfell of
L o n e l i n e s s » O v e r w r i t te n  though i t  in d u b i t a b l y  w as, d e s 
c r i p t i v e  o f  an a t y p i c a l  s t e r e o t y p e  who va.s so bu tch  she  
was a lm o st  t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  and based  on a s e r i e s  o f  assump
t i o n s  t h a t  have s i n c e  been d is c a r d e d  as  unsound, t h i s  
n o v e l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  remains unique i n  the h i s t o r y  o f  the  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  No wonder, t h e n ,  t h a t  mys
t e r y  and c u r i o s i t y  have surrounded the- a u th o r — m ystery  
th a t  w i l l  be p a r t i a l l y  c l a r i f i e d ,  and p a r t i a l l y  compound
ed, by a nev? and unusual work: a b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e tc h  o f  
R a d c ly f f e  H a l l ,  w r i t t e n  by h e r  companion of t w e n t y - e i g h t  
y e a r s  and her  l o v e r ,  Una, Lady T ro u b r id g e .*

Sven i f  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  were an unknown and minor w r i t e r ,  
even i f  she had n e v e r  had a s i n g l e  word to  sa y  on th e  
s u b j e c t  o f  s e x u a l  i n v e r s i o n .  The L i f e  o f  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  
would be a unique work. I t  r e q u ir e d  courage to t e l l  t h i s  
s t o r y — and i t  i s  cou rage  t h a t  i s  comparable to  t h a t  
r e q u ir e d  t o  have w r i t t e n  The Well o f  L o n e l i n e s s » And i t  
i s  a s t o r y  t o l d  w ith  h o n e s t y  and f r a n k n e s s ,  w ith o u t  shame 
and f e a r  and g u i l t .

B efore  d e l v i n g  in t o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  the l i f e  o f  the v / r l t e r ,  
a word about the s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  of th e  book. The 
l i v e s  o f  hom osexua ls  have been d e p ic t e d  b e f o r e ,  som etim es  
even in  sy m p a th et ic  b i o g r a p h i e s ,  but seldom (e x c e p t  i n  
the  in s t a n c e  o f  Oscar Wilde) w ith  such s im ple  fr a n k n e s s  
so soon a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  s u b j e c t .  At a t im e  when 
many o f  her  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  are s t i l l  a l i v e ,  the

♦ Una, Lady T rou b rid ge:  The L i f e  o f  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l , The
C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  New York, 1963.

s t o r y  o f  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  i s  t o l d ,  and t o l d  by one who p a r 
t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  l i f e .  One has the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  l i k e  the widow o f  Dylan Thomas, r e m in is c in g  o f  her  l i f e  
w ith  th e  p o e t ,  and t e l l i n g  o f  the  v o id  t h a t  appears a f t e r  
h is  d e a th .

B ut, u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  th e  b io g r a p h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  in  her sub
j e c t  d o es  n ot  e n t i r e l y  c o in c i d e  with the r e a d e r ' s .  They 
l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  and t r a v e l e d  th rou gh  Europe, th e y  met 
f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s ,  but one becomes im p a t ien t  v;ith the 
n o s t a l g i c  a n e c d o te s  about a v i s i t o r  who wanted cream in  
her t e a  d u r in g  w artim e, vihen she should have known how 
f o r t u n a t e  she was even t o  have had m i lk .  One i s  Im p a t ien t  
because t h i s  i s  not why a b io g ra p h y  o f  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  v/as 
worth w r i t i n g  or r ea d in g ;  we want to  have r i c h n e s s  o f -  
d e t a i l  of th e  b i r t h  and developm ent o f  The Well of Lone- • 
l i n e  S 3 . th e  s t o r y  o f  i t s  p r o s e c u t io n  and how the  author  y 
r e a c t e d  t o  i t ,  and t h e  e f f e c t  of the book on the  remain
der o f  her l i f e .  Hot t h a t  t h i s  i s  a b sen t ;  i t  i s  h e r e ,  and 
aowhere e l s e  can i t  be found; but i t  i s  h ere  in  l i t t l e  
S n atch es  sandwiched betv/een t r i v i a  and'"more t r i v i a .

To h er  f r i e n d s ,  and th rou gh ou t  t h i s  book, R a d c ly f f e  Hall  
i s  known as  John, and by t h i s  name I s h a l l  c a l l  h e r .  In 
an e a r l y  p h o to g ra p h ,  one of the many charming p h o to s  th a t  
are found i n  the book, she i s  shown a t  the age of f i v e  —  
Tilth s o f t  ch eek s  and la c e  and f r i l l s ;  a more fem in in e  
l i t t l e  b ea u ty  v/ould be hard t o  im a g in e .  But from th a t  
p o in t  on, the p i c t u r e s  are r a d i c a l l y  changed. One must 
lo o k  c a r e f u l l y  t o  know w hether the s u b j e c t  i s  man or 
woman; the I 93I and 1938 p i c t u r e s  can o n ly  be d e sc r ib e d  
as t h o s e  o f  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  and the  1935 shot even more 
s o .  One w onders ,  i n  th e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e ,  w hether  t h i s  i s  a 
man v/earing  a l i t t l e  e a r r in g ;  perh ap s an e f f e m in a te  man, 
p r e te n d in g  t o  be a woman!

How d i f f e r e n t  i s  the s i t u a t i o n  of the male and fem ale  
hom osexuals  i n  our s o c i e t y .  Imagine t h i s  v*ork b e in g  
W i t t e n  about a man. He 1 s a s u c c e s s f u l  w r i t e r ,  whom we 
V i l l i  c a l l ,  l e t  us  sa y ,  Harold Winston P e t e r s b e r g .  At 
l e a s t  t h a t  was how he was b a p t i z e d ,  but i n  h i s  t e e n s  he 
s t a r t e d  t o  c a l l  h im s e l f  J a n e ,  and th en  a few  y e a r s  l a t e r  
got t i r e d  o f  that name ard f o r  th e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e  was 
knovm a s  Mary, Mary n e v e r  hid the  f a c t  th a t  he was m ale,  
and made no e f f o r t  to  d e c e iv e  th e  p u b l i c .  But he J u st



d id  n o t  l i k e  men’ s c l o t h e s  and the  e n t i r e  male a p p ea r 
a n ce ,  so he o h o se ,  i n  t h i s  f r e e  s o c i e t y ,  t o  make some 
c h a n g es .  He wore h i s  h a i r  down to  h i s  s h o u l d e r s ,  d id  not  
b leach  i t  but tou ch ed  i t  up l i g h t l y ,  had the en d s  c u r le d  
w ith  a perm anent, and on t h e  ra re  o c c a s i o n s  when he wore

^ '  t
p a n t s ,  he en jo y ed  the  d e l i c a t e  f e e l  of the woman s ap p are l  
n ex t  t o  h i s  s k i n .  Mary wore a b l o u s e ,  r a th e r  than a 
s h i r t ,  and in  th e  p la c e  o f  a man's c r a v a t  he had a la r g e  
f l o w in g  bow t h a t ; S e r v e d  th e  same p u r p o se .  No one c o u ld  
say  he d id  n o t  wear a t i e »

I t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  John does  n ot  emerge from t h i s  book 
w ith  th e  h i l a r i o u s  a b s u r d i ty  th a t  Mary w ould . J u s t  to  
g e t  th e  reco rd  s t r a i g h t ,  John i s  the fem ale  w r i t e r  Vfho 
f l a u n t s  h er  m a s c u l i n i t y ,  and her  name was R a d c ly f f e  H a l l ;  
Mary i s  the male w r i t e r  v;ho— in  a somev/hat more r e s t r a i n e d  
manner--shows h l s  e f f e m in a c y .  H is  name i s  Harold some
t h in g  or o t h e r .

Now, The i f e l l  o f  L o n e l in e s s  was t h e  s t o r y  of Joh n , who 
had been P e t e r ,  and who i s  named i n  th e  book S tep h en  (n o te  
th e  r e l i g i o u s  o h a rf ic ter  o f  a l l  o f  th e s e  n a m es) .  And i t  
t e l l s  the s t o r y  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  S te p h e n ,  which p a r a l l e l s  
th a t  o f  John— but n ot  q u i t e .  And one must s t o p  to  wonder 
at th e  ch an g es  t h a t  were made i n  t h i s  e x tr e m e ly  a u to 
b io g r a p h ic a l  n o v e l .

Take th e  p a r e n t s  of Stephen and of Joh n , In her  own l i f e ,  
J o h n 's  f a t h e r  and mother s e p a r a te d  when sh e  '«as v e r y  
young , and she saw h er  f a t h e r  o n ly  on r a r e  o c c a s i o n s  u n t i l  
h ls  d e a t h .  He p la y e d  no r o l e  i n  h e r  u p b r in g in g  or i n  h er  
d ev e lo p m en t ,  e x cep t  th e  r o l e  o f  a b se n te e  f a t h e r .  But 
S te p h e n 's  f a t h e r  d om in a tes  her ch i ld h o o d  and a d o l e s c e n c e .  
He i s  d e e p ly  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e r .  On h l s  d eath b ed  f o l l o w i n g  
an a c c i d e n t ,  he h a s  o n ly  one th ou g h t  in  h i s  mind: h l s
lo v e  f o r  h i s  d a u g h te r ,  aid h l s  d e s i r e  to p r o t e c t  her  
a g a in s t  a h a rsh  w orld when once she awakens to th e  f a c t  
t h a t  she i s  an i n v e r t .  F a th er  and d a u g h te r ,  d a u g h ter  and 
f a t h e r — how s t r o n g  t h e i r  l o v e ,  how undying t h e i r  d e v o t i o n .  
And when, f o l l o w i n g  h l s  d e a th ,  th e  d au g h ter  g o e s  i n t o  h l s  
p r i v a t e  s t u d y ,  she opens a b o o k c a se ,  and t h e r e  she s e e s  
books by a u th o r s  h i t h e r t o  unknown to h e r .  She opens a 
volume by a man named K r a f f t - E b i n g ,  and s e e s  n o t e s  i n  the  
m argin ,  i n  h er  f a t h e r ' s  h a n d w r it in g ,  and t o  her a s t o n i s h 
ment she f i n d s  her  name on th ese  n o t e s .

How p o ig n a n t  and i r o n i c  a tr a g e d y  now u n fo ld s  b e fo re  the 
rea d er  o f  t h i s  l i f e .  Here i s  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l  w r i t i n g  her  
a u to b io g r a p h ic a l  n o v e l  of i n v e r s i o n ,  and d e p ic t in g  the 
f a t h e r  of the  L esb ia n  as  a man d e e p ly  in v o lv e d  ?.’i t h  h i s  
b e lo v ed  dau gh ter:  a l l  7 /r i t ten  by a woman whose f a t h e r
n ev er  oared vihether she was dead or a l i v e ,  a woman who 
knew t h i s  and must have s u f f e r e d  t e r r i b l y  from i t .

Nor i s  th e  p o r t r a i t  of th e  mother any l e s s  of a d i s t o r 
t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t ,  i n  r e a l i t y  as  v ie l l  a s  in  f i c t i o n ,  th e r e  
i s  d eep g o in g  h o s t i l i t y  between mother and d a u g h ter .  But 
Mrs. Gordon, whom John c r e a te d  in  her im a g in a t iv e  mind, 
was as  f r i g i d  a woman a s  any t h a t  ever c h i l l e d  the p ages  
of a B r i t i s h  n o v e l ;  but Mrs. H a l l ,  w ith  vihom John l i v e d  
for  so many y e a r s ,  was d e e p ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h er  l o v e r s ,  
paramours and husbands. In t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  from memory 
to f i c t i o n ,  the h o s t i l i t y  i s  i n  no v/ay d im in ish e d ,  but 
the woman i s  d e s e x u a l l z e d ,  p u r l t a n i s e d ,  John was c l e a r l y  
r e v ir i t ln g  her l i f e  in  h er  n o v e l ,  but i t  v/as th e  c h i l d 
hood t h a t  she w ished  had b een .

The h i s t o r i e s  of B r i t i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  p rob ab ly  pay 
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  (o r  none a t  a l l )  to  John, t u t  The Vfell 
of L o n e l in e s s  w i l l  co n t in u e  to  be r e p r in t e d  and to s e l l  
la r g e  numbers o f  c o p i e s ,  v ih i le  i t  has l i t t l e  or no 
s ta n d in g  a s  a n o v e l .  As a work of a r t ,  i t  can h a rd ly  be 
compared w ith  the w r i t i n g s  o f  many other women: C o l e t t e ,
Rosamond Lehmann, DJuna B a rn es ,  Gale Vfilhelm, and many 
o t h e r s ,  v/ho have fo c u s e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  fem ale  
hom osexual.  But J o h n 's  book sh ou ld  n ot  be compared w ith  
th e s e  o th e r s ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a s o c i a l  document, i t  i s  a 
cry f o r  j u s t i c e .  I t  i s  t h e  Uncle Tom's Cabin o f  homo
s e x u a l i t y ,  male a s  w e l l  as  f e m a le .  I t  i s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  
th o s e  viho had f o r  y e a r s  been v o i c e l e s s ,  and l i t e r a r y  
m er it  or l a c k  of i t  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g ,  John w i l l  ev er  be 
t h e i r  h e r o ,  even a s  she i s  m ine.

Ahat courage i t  r e q u ir e d  to w r i t e  The^_V[e^ll__o^_Lon^^ljie^s^l 
P eop le  T i i l l  p o in t  to  J o h n 's  l i f e  and show th a t  she was 
r i c h ,  she v/as in d e p e n d e n t ,  she was o p en ly  l i v i n g  vilth 
her l o v e r ,  she was t r a v e l i n g  in  a world vihere her homo
s e x u a l i t y  was known and a c c e p t e d ,  Where, t h e n ,  was the 
courage?



I t  was one t h i n g  f o r  the  w orld  i n  i t s  s i l e n c e  and i t s  
g o s s ip  t o  know about John , a s  th e y  knew about many o f  h er  
c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  men and women» I t  was q u i t e  a n o th e r  
t h i n g  t o  make an o f f i c i a l  f a c t  out o f  som eth ing  t h a t  
ev ery o n e  J u st  knew to be s o .  Andre Glde was f a c i n g  the  
same problem i n  P ra n ce ,  where he f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  Corydon 
In an e d i t i o n  l i m i t e d  to  o n ly  a h an d fu l  o f  c o p i e s .

But th e  courage went beyond t h e  u se  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r so n  
s i n g u l a r ,  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  was n ev er  made q u i t e  e x p l i c 
i t  u n t i l  t h i s  b io g r a p h y .  I t  was t h a t  h om osexuals  were  
g e n e r a l l y  lo o k ed  down upon, n o t  o n ly  by the w o r ld  a t  
l a r g e ,  but even  b y  t h e m s e lv e s .  And t h i s  book was g o in g  
t o  show them n o t  o n ly  as  p e o p l e ,  but a s  f i n e  p e o p le !  
b e a u t i f u l ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  l o v i n g  and lo v e d ;  i n  s h o r t ,  
g l o r i f i e d .  They would be p o r tr a y e d ,  n ot  a s  human b e i n g s ,  
but a s  superhuman b e i n g s .  And t h e r e i n  l i e s  the s t r e n g t h  
and th e  weakness o f  The__Vfe_l_l___of_Lon¿¿i^e^s¿» Por no one 
l i k e  Stephen e v e r  e x i s t e d ,  not man or woman, n o t  h e t e r o 
s e x u a l  or h o m o sex u a l .  But m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  f e l t  th a t  
t h i s  was the p o r t r a i t  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  r e q u ir e d ,  t o  l e s s e n  
the a n t i p a t h y ,  t o  a ooep t  th e  I n v e r t  in t o  the f a m i ly  o f  
humanity.

Y et,  one cannot read th e  novel and the b io g r a p h y ,  th e  
s t o r y  o f  Stephen and o f  Joh n , w ith o u t  wondering whether  
John was not a much l a s s  unhappy p e r s o n  th a n  S tep h en ,  
and i f  t h i s  was th e  c a s e ,  why d id  she ch o o se  to  p o r tr a y  
in  f i c t i o n  the L esb ian  f i n d i n g  h e r s e l f  i n  " th e  l o n e l i e s t  
p la c e  i n  th e  world"? For S te p h e n ,  i n  h e r  a d o le s c e n c e  and 
e a r l y  m a t u r i ty ,  s e a r c h i n g  fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of h e r s e l f  
and f o r  h e r s e l f ,  h a d ,  i n  the words of R a d o ly f f e  H a l l ,
"not y e t  le a r n e d  h e r  l e s s o n .  She had n ot  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
the  l o n e l i e s t  p l a c e  i n  the world i s  the n o -m an * s- la n d  of 
s e x ."

Here was a woman ( t h a t  i s ,  John, the w r i t e r ) ,  who had had 
one lo v e  a f f a i r  t h a t  endured u n t i l  the o t h e r  woman d i e d ,  
and now was i n v o l v e d  in  a seco n d  t h a t  vras to l a s t  tw e n t y -  
e ig h t  y e a r s  u n t i l  her own d e a th ;  a woman f o r  whom many 
d o o rs  were o p en ,  i n c l u d i n g  th o s e  o f  C o l e t t e  and d ’ Annun— 
z i o ;  a woman surrounded  by p e o p le  who admired her and 
lo v e d  h e r ,  and f o r  whom she r e q u ir e d  no f a l s e  f r o n t  of 
c o n c e a lm e n t .  Vihy d id  she p o r t r a y  Stephen a s  l o n e l y  and

f r u s t r a t e d  and u n ab le  to  f u l f i l l  her need f o r  lo v e ?  Why 
d id  she shovr S te p h e n 's  f r i e n d s  a s  m ise r a b le  and o u tc a s t  
and d r iv e n  t o  s u i c id e ?

Was t h i s  i n  order t o  arouse sympathy from th e  h o s t i l e  
s o c i e t y ?  P a r t i a l l y ,  y e s .  Por Ju st  as John made Stephen  
s e l f l e s s  and a l l - l o v i n g  becau se  t h i s  was th e  p o r t r a i t  
t h a t  would be most a c c e p t a b l e ,  so she made her t r a g i c  and 
m isu n d ersto o d  In order  th a t  the  world would cry over  her  
f a t e .  But th e r e  ^ a s  an a l l - p e r v a d i n g  l o n e l i n e s s  in  th e  
l i f e  o f  S tep h en ,  and i t  i s  i m p l i c i t  in  J o h n 's  n o v e l  as  
w e l l  as in  her l i f e .  I t  was a l o n e l i n e s s  t h a t  was on ly  
s l i g h t l y  a f f e c t e d  by th e  s u c c e s s  or f a i l u r e  of the search  
f o r  l o v e .  I t  i s  a l o n e l i n e s s  t h a t  i s  not d im in ish ed  as  
o n e ' s  o i r o l e  o f  f r i e n d s  b ro a d en s ,  ta k e s  in  more i n v e r t s ,  
or even b e g in s  to  ta k e  In o t h e r s .

I t  i s  th e  l o n e l i n e s s  t h a t  becomes g r e a t e r  because th e r e  
are more p e o p le ;  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  a l i e n a t i o n ,  n ot  of the  
r e o lu s e  or h e r m it ,  but of t h e  man or vioman in  a orowd.
This i s  the  message o f  S te p h e n 's  l i f e .  Sven had her lo v e  
been r e c i p r o c a t e d ,  a s  v.'as J o h n 's ,  and even i f  she could  
have surrounded h e r s e l f  w ith  a hundred, nay, a thousand,  
men and women l i k e  h e r s e l f  who a ccep ted  h e r ,  she musV 
s t i l l  know th a t  she i s  a queer to  the world a t  la r g e  .V 
She wakes and she vialks in  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  d e s p i s e s  h er ,  
and she I n t e r n a l i z e s  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ;  vihether she r e j e c t s  
th e  s o c i e t y  or a c c e p t s  i t s  judgement and lo o k s  upon h er 
s e l f  as an a b e r r a t i o n ,  no m atter  what course  she c h o o s e s ,  
she i s  a l o n e l y  human b e in g .

Almost tvfO thot\sand y e a r s  ago ,  Stephen was s to n ed  to  death  
as he brought ttH^ e s sage o f  C h r is t  to  th e  v iorshlppers of  
God. J o h n 's  Stephen i e l t  h e r s e l f  s to n e d ,  but n ot  q u i t e  to  
d e a th .  Give u s ,  t o o /  th e  r ig h t  to  l i v e ,  she p l e a d s .  She 
i s  p l e a d i n g ,  n o t  f o r  r e l i e f  from u n ju s t  la w s ,  but f o r  r e 
l e a s e  from p u b l i c  s c o r n .  Only a ccep ta n ce  w i l l  a l l e v i a t e  
the  l o n e l i n e s s  in  which she I s  enshrouded.

D e e p ly  i n f l u e n c e d  a s  I was by The Well of L o n e l i n e s s . I 
am g r a t e f u l  to  Una, Lady T roubrldge,  f o r  shedding l i g h t  on 
i t s  a u th o r ,  I vfish t h e r e  had been more, but I am Indebted  
f o r  what t h e r e  i s .



LESBIANA
BY GENE 0/»iON

225. THE TR IAL  OF CALLISTA BLAKE BY EDGAR Pa n g b o r n . ST . IvIaR T IN ’S 

PRESS, I96 I ; O e l l , I965.

CALLISTA IS  ON TR IAL  FOR THE MURDER OF HER LOVER 'S WIFE.

SHE IS  INNOCENT BUT CONVICTED (MAINLY FOR ADULTERY). HER 

DEAREST FRIEND AND EMPLOYER, EDITH NOLAN, IS  CLEARLY IN 

LOVE WITH HER. TH IS IS  HANDLED WITHOUT PROCLAMATIONS BUT 

IT IS  MADE QUITE APPARENT IN MANY WAYS THROUGHOUT THE BOOK.

Much o f  t h e  e x c it in g  st o r y  i s  t o l d  b y  in t e r io r  monologue  by  

THE ju d g e  in  THE TR IAL. DURING THE TIME EDITH NOLAN IS  ON 

THE WITNESS STAND, HE CAUTIONS HER IN H IS  MIND: "B E  CAREFUL,

De a r , not  t o  l e t  th em  s e e  how much you  l o v e  h e r . "  Th i s  bo ok  

IS  FOR t h o s e  who CAN READ A NOVEL NOT WHOLLY ABOUT HOMO

SEXUALS. Th i s  i s  o n ly  a n  in c id e n t a l  t i t l e , bu t  it  i s  h ig h l y  

RECOMMENDED FOR THE WAY THE WOMAN IS  TREATED, oHE IS  A GOOD 

C IT IZEN , A GOOD PERSON, NEITHER GLORIFIED NOR CONDEMNED.

226. TH IS S ID E  OF LOVE EY PAULA CHRISTIAN. AVON, I963.

Th i s  i s  a  s e q u e l  to  Pa u l a  Ch r i s t i a n ' s  f i r s t  b o o k , EDGE OF 

TWILIGHT, Faw c et t  Cr e s t , 1959 e t  a l . Un l ik e  Ann Ba n n o n ' s

SE R IE S  OF BOOKS, T H IS  T IT LE  CAN BE READ AND ENJOYED WITHOUT 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  BOOK.

Va l  a n d  To n i a r e  no  lo n g er  a i r l i n e  h o s t e s s e s  in  t h e  n o v e l  

AND, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , NO LONGER LOVE B IRD S. THE WRITING IS 

SO TERSE ONE FINDS IT IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE AS F ICT IO N, IT 

IS  REAL, SO much  SO THAT IT PROBABLY HAPPENED, GIVE OR TAKE 

A FEW L IN ES  FOR DRAMATIC EFFECT. Va L IS BUILDING A PERSONAL 

TaVER OF LOVE AND STRENGTH IN TH IS BOOK. THE MATURE LESBIAN 

W ILL ENJOY TH IS CHRONICLE OF HER CLOSE BRUSH W/ITH EMOTIONAL 

INSTAB IL ITY  AND HER RECOVERY, MAINLY BY SHEER WILL-POWER,

Th e  ENDING LEAVES HOPE FOR A BETTER L IF E  FOR VAL, AND THUS 

LEAVES THE WAY OPEN FOR ANOTHER WELCOME NOVEL FROM PAULA 

CHRISTIAN.

2 2 7 . NIGHT IN THE HOTEL BY ELIOT Cra w sh a y -W i l l i a m s . London, 

Go l l a n c z , 1931 A fo NEW Yo r k , Ho r a c e  l iv e r ig h t , 1931.

Th i s  i s  a  q u it e  d e l ig h t f u l  En g l is h  n o v e l  b a s e d  on t h e  old

TRIED AND TRUE PREMISE OF TAKING A GROUP OF PEOPLE IN AN 1 

a r t i f i c i a l  ISOLATION AND EXAMINING ALL OF THEIR L IVES, IN 

TH IS  CASE, WE ARE AT A SECOND-RATE R IV IERA  HOTEL DURING THE 

LATE 1920*3 . Wfe ARE INTRODUCED TO EACH CHARACTER OR PAIR 

OF CHARACTERS AFTER DINNER, AND THEN FOLLOW THEM IN A GROUP 

THROUGH THE EVENING AND SEPARATELY THROUGH THE NIGHT. THERE 

IS  AN OVERT LESBIAN COUPLE, ON THE VERGE OF BREAKING UP 

BECAUSE THE YOUNGER IS  A SPOILED BRAT; THERE IS  A SEM I- 

PROFESSIONAL BITCH WITH A WARM LESBIAN INTERLUDE WITH A NUN 

IN HER PAST; AND OTHER BRIEF B IT S  OF REFERENCE. IT IS  SLOW 

MOVING, BUT m s  WRITTEN BACK WHEN NOVELISTS HAD TO PRODUCE 

BOTH PLOT AND CHARACTERIZATION TO GET INTO PRINT. ENJOYABLE.

RESEARCH PROJECT TO A O /E  

AHEAD IN SEPTEMBER

D. 0 . B . 'S  CO-OPERATION V,(ITH NBV YORK PSYCHOLOGIST R/U.FH H. 

GUNOLACH in  a  f u l l - s c a l e  RESEARCH STUDY ON LESBIANS IS  VERY 

MUCH ON THE MOVE. WE EXPECT TO HAVE LETTERS IN THE M A IL TO ALL 

LADDER SUBSCRIBERS IN SEPTEMBER, REQUESTING THE PARTICIPATION  

OF EACH ONE OF YOU. THE JUNE LADDER DESCRIBED IN SOME DETAIL 

THE MANNER IN WHICH THE STUDY WILL BE CARRIED OUT, IN ORDER TO 

INSURE ANONYMITY AND PRIVACY OF REPLIES TO ALL PARTICIPANTS.

Th e  J u n e  i s s u e  a l s o  l i s t e d  t h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  and  

QUALIFICATIONS OF DRS, GuNOLACH AND R iE S S ,  WHO WILL DIRECT THE 

PROJECT. '.ItaTCH FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENT IN SEPTEMBER!



SECOND BEST SOCIETY
by D orothy L yle

Many s o c i o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  have p o in t e d  out th e  
f u t i l e  and som etim es dangerous a s p e c t s  o f  group and sub
group mores i n  s o c i e t i e s ,  both  p a s t  and p r e se n t»  One 
s p e c i a l  t a r g e t  has been th e  u p p e r - m id d le - o la s s  suburban  
co m m u n it ie s ,  the "bee h iv e"  d v ie l l e r s  to  be found on the  
ed g es  o f  a l l  la r g e  c i t i e s .  T heir  o v e r l y  i n t e g r a t e d  mode 
o f  l i f e  has been found t o  be m e n t a l ly  s t u l t i f y i n g  and 
seems to  l e a d  t o  p r o m is c u i t y  and o th er  u n d e s i r a b le  s id e  
e f f e c t s .  The e n d l e s s  round o f  b r i d g e ,  g o l f ,  s a i l i n g ,  
fo l lo v red  by th e  drunken backyard b a r - b e - q u e ,  a l i t t l e  
d a n cin g  and viho ends up k i s s i n g  whom, co u ld  h a r d ly  bo 
c o n s id e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  as  a way o f  l i f e .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a s o c i e t y  e x i s t s  in  most c i t i e s  to d a y  
among m i d d l e - c l a s s  L e sb ia n s  t h a t  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  th e  
"bee h iv e"  h e t e r o s e x u a l  s o c i e t y »  U n d en iab ly  th o u sa n d s  
o f  L esb ia n s  l i v e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  l i v e s ,  b o th  h e l p f u l  to  
o th e r  hom osexuals  and o f  v a lu e  to  t h e i r  community and 
s o c i e t y  as  a w h o le .  In  t h i s  a r t i c l e  th e y  Tri . l l  be r e 
f e r r e d  to  as  " o ld e r  k i d s , "  s in c e  th ey  a re  commonly c a l l e d  
t h i s  by members of th e  group I am d i s c u s s i n g  h e r e .

There are t h r e e  f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t  L esb ian  s o c i e t i e s  i n  any  
f a i r - s i z e d  c i t y .  The f i r s t  group i s  bar and b a l l f i e l d  
o r i e n t e d .  They a r e  very  much tlie  " fr in g e "  s o c i e t y  and 
c o u ld  e a s i l y  be th e  s u b j e c t  o f  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s .  U n for
t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p 's  mores are th e  ones r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  L e sb ia n .

The seco n d  group i s  th e  "ungrouped" e l  a s s — f r e q u e n t l y  
c a l l e d  "the o ld e r  k id s "  by the  t h i r d  group . By t h i s  
t h e y  r e f e r  t o  th e  viomen whose s o c i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p o s i t i o n s  a re  such t h a t  th e y  can n ot  a f f o r d  t o  run 
s h r i e k i n g  th ro u g h  th e  s t r e e t s  about t h e i r  s e x u a l  o r i e n 
t a t i o n .  These v/omen are  o c c a s i o n a l l y  seen  a t  p a r t i e s .

where t h e y  a r r iv e  e a r ly  and l e a v e  e a r l y .  They are w i t h 
drawn and to  many o f  th e  o t h e r s  appear a n t i - s o c i a l .  
A c t u a l l y  th e  main d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a v a r i a t i o n  in  I n t e r e s t s ,  
The d e s c r i p t i o n  " o ld e r  k id s"  i s  u s u a l l y  tr u e  in  one 
s e n s e .  The women are over 35 f o r  t h e  most p a r t  and are  
monogamous.

The t h i r d  group i s  th e  l a r g e s t ,  a p p a r e n t ly ,  and i s  made 
up o f  t h e  20 to  30 y ea r  o l d s ,  w i th  an o c c a s io n a l  o ld e r  
member. Most o f  them have f a i r l y  s t e a d y  Jobs as w hite  
c o l l a r  w ork ers ,  minor p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  n u r s e s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  
a t h l e t i c  d i r e c t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s  (gym, e t c . ) ,  computer oper
a t o r s  and programmers, and so f o r t h .  They appear to  
know each o th e r  w e l l ,  h a v in g  d o zen s- .o f  f r i e n d s  in  t h e i r  
im mediate c i t y  and group and many f r i e n d s  in  ev ery  o th er  
la r g e  c i t y  i n  th e  U, S,

Love a f f a i r s  are c o n s id e r e d  q u i t e  p u b l ic  p r o p e r t y .  They 
are con d u cted  on a group th e r a p y  b a s i s .  Everyone i s  
s u p e r f i c i a l l y  wedded, and c o m p le te ly  monogamous. Mar
r i a g e s  may l a s t  from tvio t o  ten  y e a r s ,  y e t  v ery  few o f  
them are r e a l l y  permanent u n l e s s  th e  p a ir  l ^ v e s  the  
group . They g r a d u a te ,  in  a manner o f  sp ea k in g ,  and be
come " o ld er  k i d s . "

P rob lem s, p e r so n a l  and o t h e r ,  are  s e t t l e d  in  gro u p s .  
Within t h i s  happy b e e h iv e ,  p a r t i e s  are f r e q u e n t  and 
I n s i d e  o f  a yea r  or so everyone w i l l  see  everyone e l s e  
a t  l e a s t  o n ce .  This i s  so much a p a t t e r n  t h a t  i f  a 
c o u p le ,  new ly t o g e t h e r ,  f a i l  t o  be seen  f o r  a lo n g  p e r 
io d  of t im e ,  much i s  made o f  t h e i r  v o lu n t a r y  e x i l e .

M a rr ia g es ,  su p p o se d ly  perm anent, are ended su d d en ly .  A 
new g i r l  becomes t h e  l i g h t  of lo v e  f o r  a g i r l  viho has  
been married f o r  t h r e e  or f i v e , o r  seven  y e a r s .  In s te a d  
of a  q u a r r e l ,  or a t  l e a s t  a tou ch  o f  d i s l i k e ,  ;they a l l  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  new developm ent ?rith the a id  o f  t h r e e  or 
fo u r  o th er  c o u p l e s .  Many t im e s  th e y  l i v e  ( t h e  th r e e  of  
them) t o g e t h e r  f o r  a few months. Not p r o m isc u o u s ly .
J u st  t h a t  th e  new cou p le  t a k e s  "care" of th e  d is c a r d e d  
m ate. Sure enough, a few  months (or  v/eeks) l a t e r ,  the  
r e j e c t e d  one f i n d s  a n o th er  g i r l .

I f  a sk ed  how the th r e e  o f  them can stand to  l i v e  t o g e t h 
e r ,  th e  stan d a rd  r e p ly  i s ,  "Oh, i t  ta k e s  a b ig  p e r so n ."



F r ie n d s h i p s  ta k e  up where lo v e  l e a v e s  o f f ,  and one f i n d s  
groups of perh ap s JO c o u p le s  where some of them have l i v e d  
w it h  perh ap s th r e e  o th er  p e o p le  in  the  group a t  some p a s t  
t i m e .

Many t im e s  c o u p le s  i n  t h i s  ty p e  of group l i v e  t o g e t h e r  on 
a more or l e s s  permanent b a s i s ,  two or t h r e e  c o u p le s  in  
th e  same h o u s e .  There i s  no tr u e  p r o m is c u i t y  a l lo w e d  
( t h i s  i s  v e r y  much t a b o o ) ,  but w ith  t h e  ea se  of no d iv o r c e  
p r o c e e d in g s  and w ith  t h e  whole community l e n d i n g  a hand,  
ch a n g es  are abrupt and f r e e ^ e n t .

These are o n ly  a few  of th e  d a n g ers  in  t h i s  group l i f e .  
S in c e  s o c i a l i z i n g  i s  a f u l l - t i m e  jo b ,  r e a d in g  and t h i n k i n g  
on your own are o u t .  I f  f o r  no o th er  r e a s o n ,  th ere  i s  
s im p ly  no t im e .  While t h e s e  women are  n o t  th e  b a l l f i e l d  
g ro u p ,  th e y  a re  q u i t e  s p o r t s -m in d e d  ( f o r  t h e  most p a r t )  
and weekends are sp e n t  i n  much the  same s i l l y  f a s h i o n  as  
i n  t h e  c o u n te r p a r t  h e t e r o s e x u a l  g rou p . Weekends can be 
sp e n t  swimming, b o a t in g  and d r in k in g  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l a k e ,  
o r ,  i f  t h e  sea so n  i s  r i g h t ,  a t  s o f t b a l l  and b a s k e t b a l l  
tournam ents  (a s  s p e c t a t o r s ) .  Many of t h e s e  p a r t y g o e r s ,  
who are known to  p erh ap s  s e v e r a l  thousand p e o p le  as  homo
s e x u a l s ,  have s e r i o u s l y  t o l d  mo t h a t  t h e y  would n ot  dare  
to  s u b s c r ib e  to  THE LADDER b eca u se  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  put  
t h e i r  names on a l i s t .

They w i l l  ,  how ever, h a p p i ly  tum ble out o f  bed a t  m idnight  
to  put up a c o t  f o r  "Joey from Los A n geles  who knows 
Mickey from D a l la s  who s a id  t o  lo o k  you up on my way 
th rou gh  tow n."

This group c o n t r i b u t e s  n o th in g  t o  th e  b e t t e r i n g  of th e  
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  k in d .  They do oo p u b l i c  r e l a 
t i o n s  work a t  a l l .  On the  Job th e y  are s t r i c t l y  h e t e r o 
s e x u a l s ,  No e f f o r t  to  ed u ca te  by a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  made.

As would i n e v i t a b l y  be tr u e  in  any c l o s e d  g rou p , power 
and g o s s i p  are im p ortan t  f o r c e s .

G o s s ip ,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  a lm o st  a f u l l - t i m e  o c c u p a t io n .  The 
n e a r l y  e x c l u s i v e  s u b j e c t  i s  "who l o v e s  whom now, why, and 
how lo n g  w i l l  i t  l a s t . "  T his  i s  c l o s e l y  f o l lo w e d  by "whom

d id  th e y  p r e v i o u s l y  l o v e , "  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  ad nauseam. S ec
ondary t o p i c s  are movies w ith  to u c h e s  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i ty ,  
"party  reco rd s"  w ith  s i m i l a r  t o u c h e s ,  and sometimes the  
l a t e s t  Ann Bannon or P au la  C h r is t ia n  paperback. Most o f  
them b e l i e v e  s e r i o u s  L esb ian  f i c t i o n  began w ith  R a d c ly f f e  
H a ll  and ended w ith  C la ir e  Morgan, b e fo r e  th e  paperback  
d a y s .  They l i v e  i n  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  vacuum. S ev era l  have 
s e r i o u s l y  ask ed  me what DAUGHTERS OP BILITIS means. This  
vras e x c u s a b le  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  but tod ay  i t  i s  a s ig n  o f  
w a s te .

Power and c o n t r o l  -  the  e x e r c i s e  o f  a s u b t le  form of  
s a d i s t i c  r u l i n g  -  i s  t h e  l a s t  la r g e  e v i l  in  th e s e  g ro u p s .  
In  each sub-group o f  perhaps 6 t o  8 c o u p le s ,  one i c u p l e ,  
or o n e - h a l f  o f  one c o u p le ,  i s  t h e  l e a d e r .  This person  
e x e r t s  a lm o st  p a lp a b le  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  o t h e r s .  This i s  
c a r r i e d  to  th e  p o in t  o f  d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  lo v e  l i f e ,  t h e i r  
Job d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e i r  c h o ic e  o f  l i v i n g  q u a r te r s ,  e t c .  On a 
broader b a s i s ,  th e r e  i s  o f t e n  a p a i r  o f  c o u p le s  who con
t r o l  l o o s e l y  a f a i r l y  la r g e  group o f  p e o p le ,  as many as  
40 c o u p l e s .

Novi were t h e s e  p eo p le  very  b e n e v o le n t  d e s p o t s ,  I would be 
the  f i r s t  t o  applaud t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  S ince  t h e y  are  
u s u a l l y  q u i t e  power mad and w ish  to  c o n tr o l  o n ly  f o r  the  
p e r s o n a l  g l o r y ,  th e y  do a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  harm to  th e  weaker  
I n d i v i d u a l s  i n  the  group . Worse, th e y  are more than w i l 
l i n g  s u b t l y  t o  d e s t r o y  the  l i f e  o f  an in d i v id u a l  who 
"bucks" a t  b e in g  c o n t r o l l e d .

In c o n c lu s io n ,  ind b e fo re  you b r in g  on the  t a r  and 
f e a t h e r s ;

Of n e c e s s i t y ,  t h i s  i s  a sh ort  and h ig h l y  g e n e r a l i z e d  
a r t i c l e ,  I do n ot  p re ten d  th a t  t h i s  i s  "Things as  They 
A re," but i t  i s  o f t e n  t h i s  way in  many c i t i e s  and i t  i s  
a bad and dangerous s i t u a t i o n .

Hundreds o f  homosexual women in  the  U. S. tod ay  c a rry  the  
lo a d  f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  o th e r s  to o  l a z y  or to o  i n d i f f e r e n t  
t o  h e l p .  This i s  an e v i l ,  a n ot  i n s o l u b l e  one s u r e l y ,  
but one which a lm o st  c e r t a i n l y  i s  p a r t l y  caused by the  
"bee h iv e"  g r o u p s .  They care  f o r  th e m s e lv e s ,  and t o  h e l l  
w ith  tomorrow.



book review:

The Ascent of Woman
b y  El iz a b e t h  Wa n n  b o r g e s e . Ge o r g e  b r a z i l l e r , p u b l is h e r .

Im G IN E  A WORLD COMPOSED EMTIRELY OF STRONG, BEAUTIFUL WOMEN UNDER 

45 , ALL ACTIVELY WORKING AS THE NATIO N 'S SC IEN T ISTS , DOCTORS, 

BUSINESS EXECUTIVES, SOCIAL WORKERS AND EDUCATORSJ

IS T H IS  THE WILD IMAGINATION OF GOME DOB'ER GONE OFF THE DEEP END? 

NOT AT ALL. IT IS  THE FANTASY OF A SERIOUS AUTHOR, ELIZABETH 

IviANN BORGESE, IN HER NBV BOCK, "ASCENT OF WOMAN."

f.;RS. b o r g e s e , d a u g h t er  OF THE LATE THOWS MANiJ, V ISU AL IZES HER 

UTOPIA OF GOLDEN AMAZONS SOME DAY IN A FUTURE TOO FAR AHEAD TO 

e s t im a t e  in  t e r m s  OF YEARS. SHE IS  IN DEAD EARNEST ABOUT THE N B I 

SOCIETY AND HAS DEVOTED HER ENTIRE BOOK TO SHOWING HOW AND WHY 

THINGS WILL TURN OUT TH IS WAY.
Ik

l,RS. BORGESE ADVANCES THE IDEA THiT WOMEN BECOME MORE "IMPORTANT"

AS SOCIETY MOVES AWAY FROM EMPHASIS UPON THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE 

DIRECTION OF Ef^lFHASIS ON THE COLLECTIVE. THE MASS CULTURE OF 

TODAY, THE COLLECTIVE SOCIETY TOWARDS WHICH 'WE ARE HEADING, CALL 

FOR TRAITS COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH FEM IN IN ITY  -  CCNFORI.IITY, SUB

M ISS IVEN ESS, CO-OPERATION. {t'.'ET ANJY SU BM ISSIVE, CO-OPERATIVE 

FEMALES LATELY?)

IN SUPPORT OF HER IDEA, I'.'RS. BORGESE ADVANCES AN IMPRESSIVE BODY 

CF INFORMATION FROM THE F IELD S  OF SC IENCE, PSYCHOLOGY, ART, 

PHILOSOPHY, MYTHOLOGY AND THE HISTORY OF LANGUAGE. SHE FIRMLY 

BEL IEVES THAT THE EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS IS  TAKING US IN THE D IREC

TION CF A WORLD IN WHICH WCMEN W ILL BE FREED OF THE BURDEN OF 

CHILD-BEARING AND CHILD-REARING AND W ILL THUS BE ABLE TO REALIZE  

t h e ir  FULLEST PERSONAL POTENTIAL. AND WHERE DO BABIES CCft'.E FROM? 

TEST TUBES, OF COURSE. ( IF  TH IS SEEMS TOO FAR OUT, NOTE HER ITEM 

a bo u t  t h e  ITALIAN PROFESSOR WHO REPORTED HE HAD SUCCESSFULLY FER

T IL IZ E D  A HUMAN OVUM IN A TEST TUBE AND RAISED THE EMBRYO FOR 29

DAYS. He  DISCONTINUED THE EXPERIMENT '.MHEN THE CHURCH FROWNED, 

ACCORDING TO ^:RS. BORGESE.)

A  FANTASTIC UTOPIA INDEED! BUT YOU HAVEN'T HEARD ALL. AT THE AGE 

OF 45 THE h a p p y  G IRLS IN MRS. BORGESE'S UTOPIA ALL SUDDENLY DECIDE 

TO BE BOYS. ViHY THINGS SHOULD TAKE TH IS TURN IS  NOT EXPLAINED, 

BETVtEEN THE AGES OF 45 AND 75, EVERYONE IS  A MAN. AFTER THAT,

THEY F IN ISH  AS MEN OR BECOME "SEXLESS SUPERINDIVIOUALS."

Th e  PHYSIOLOGICAL DETAILS OF HOW/ TH IS IS  ACCOMPLISHED ARE NEITHER 

INTERESTING NOR IMPORTANT. .JRS. BORGESE ASSURES US THAT "THE 

TRANSITION WILL BE SMOOTH AND SPONTANEOUS." WHAT IS  INTERESTING 

IS  THE AUTHOR'S PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIENTATION. SHE HAS WOVEN TH IS  

ELABORATE FANTASY, BUTTRESSED ON CONSIDERABLE RESEARCH, IN ORDER 

TO G IVE WD(4AN A TRULY EQUAL PLACE WITH' MAN, AND THEN SHE HAS 

PLACED MAN ON TOP OF THE HEAP. THE "MEN" IN HER UTOPIAN SOCIETY 

WILL BE "THE MASTERS, THE TEACHERS, THE INSPIRERS OF WOMEN, THEY 

W ILL BE THE GREAT INVENTORS AND EXPLORERS, THEY WILL BE THE GREAT 

ARTISTS AND ARCHITECTS. In  PUBLIC L IF E  THEY WILL F IL L  ALL THE 

POSITICNS IN THE LEG ISLATIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENTS AS WELL AS THE 

LOWER JU D IC IARY ." THE SEXLESS SUPER INDIVIDUALS WILL BE HIGH 

PR IESTS AND PROPHETS AND GREAT HISTORIANS.

Mr s . BORGESE i s  f r a n k  ABOUT HER MOTIVE IN WRITING TH IS BOOK. SHE 

C ITES TWiO IMPORTANT INCIDENTS IN HER L IF E .  ONE TOOK PLACE WHEN 

SHE m s  THREE YEARS OLD. SHE AND HER YOLNGER BROTHER WERE DRESSED 

ALIKE AND LOCKED L IKE  IDENTICAL TWINS. YET A V ISITOR W/AS ABLE TO 

GUESS WHICH OF ’’HF TWO WAS A BOY. THE V IS ITO R  SA ID  "T H IS  ONE IS 

THE BOY -  HE LOOKS MORE SER IOUS." AFTER THAT THE L ITTLE G IRL 

ALWAYS TRIED DESPERATELY TO LOCK SERIOUS. LATER IN L IF E ,  THE 

YOING G IRL LONGED TO BE A MUSICIAN. SHE ALSO FELL IN LOVE. A 

PSYCHIATRIST TCLD HER SHE WAS AN ARTIST, BLT SHE MUST CHOOSE 

BETWEEN "ART AND YOUR MAN, BETWEEN YOURSELF AND JUST ORDINARY 

HOUSEW/IFERY."

AT THAT TIME THE DESPERATE, REBELLIOUS YOUNG ViCIWAN ASKED, "D ID  

ANYONE EVER TELL TOSCANINI OR BACH THAT HE HAD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 

MUSIC AND FAMILY, SET'WEEN ART AND A NORMAL L IF E ? "  MRS. BORGESE 

MADE HER CHOICE. THERE IWS A MARRIAGE, AN END CF THE MARRIAGE, 

CHILDREN. Al l  OF TH IS, ',’j£ ARE GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND, MUST HAVE 

b e e n  a  FAR FROM HAPPY PHASE OF L IF E ,  FOR f.'RS, BORGESE SAYS, " IT  

TOOK ME ABOUT 20 YEARS...BUT i m  AT PEACE NOW, WITH MYSELF, WITH



WOMEN IN GENERAL, AND WITH TH IS  WORLD, OF WHICH WE ARE A PHASE." 

liHAT HAS GIVEN HER PEACE IS  THE IDEA THAT EVOLUTION IS  WORKING 

FOR WOMEN. SOME DAY THEY WLN’T HAVE TO BEAR OR NURSE CHILDREN. 

SOME DAY THEY W ILL WORK AND FIGHT L IKE  MEN. SOME DAY THEY WILL 

BE IMPORTANT. THEY W ILL BE MENJ

'.’HAT A TRULY SAD 800KJ TH IS AI.IBITIOUS, G IFTED, CULTIVATED WOMAN 

HAS HAD TO RANGE THE WILDEST REACHES OF HER IMAGINATION TO FlfCI 

"PEACE" WITH HER FEM IN INE SELF -  AND HAS S T IL L  EMERGED WITH HER 

NOTION OF MALE SUPREMACY INTACT.

IN SP IT E  OF HER UNFORTUNATE ORIENTATION, MRS. BORGESE IS  AN 

INTERESTING, PROVOCATIVE THINKER AND OFFERS FASCINATING MATERIAL 

AND ORIGINAL INSIGHT IN SUPPORT OF HER ARGUMENT. ESSENTIALLY, 

HOV.'EVER, SHE IS  AN ESCAPIST WHO HAS FOUND REFUGE IN THE FUTURE. 

S ome o f  u s  m ig h t  f e e l  s h e  c o u ld  h a v e  w r it t e n  a  b e t t e r  bo o k  a n d  

FOUND A BETTER SOLUTION TO HER PROBLE.VS IF  SHE HAD MADE A MORE 

STRENUOUS EFFORT TO DEAL WITH THE PRESENT. AS THINGS STAND, SHE 

HAS PRODUCED A TASTY POT-POURRI OF SCIENCE F ICT IO N  AND ARRESTING 

T ID -B IT S  OF INFORMATION. THE BOOK MAY INTEREST HOMOPHILES 
MAINLY AS A CURIOSITY.

-  Re v ie w e d  b y  nola

My hungar Is  not of t h e ‘s p i r i t  
i s  not of the mind 
but molded of th e s e  and in h e r e n t  
w it h i n  th e  warm f l e s h

My hunger i s  born of th e  e y e s  
I t  i s grown in  the hands  
Brought to  a bloom in  the f i n g e r s  
and m o is t  on the mouth

My hunger i s  t h in k in g  
i s  f e e l i n g  
i s  knowing 
i s  1 0 v e .

-  B i e c h e  Small

ECHO News
Wit h  t h e  r e s e r v a t io n  of  a  s p a c io u s  and  a t t r a c t iv e  roof g a rd en  

ROOM AMO c o n v e n t io n  BANQUET F A C IL IT IE S  AT THE HOTEL ADELPHIA, IN 

THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN PHILADELPHIA, PLANS FOR THE LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND CONFERENCE OF EAST COAST HOMOPHILE ORGANIZATIONS (ECHO)

ARE BEING TRANSLATED-INTO FACT.
-,L

DOB Pr e s id e n t  Ja y e  B e l l  w il l  b e  on hand  to  w elcome  g u e s t s  and  to

REPRESENT THE DAUGHTERS. THE CO-OPERATING GROUPS -  ATTACH I NE 

SOCIETY, In c . ,  OF New  Yo r k ; t h e  Ja n u s  So c ie t y  of  Dela w a re  Va l l e y ; 

Ma t t a c h in e  S o c ie t y  o f  Wa s h in g t o n , O .C; an d  t h e  new  York  Ch a p t e r  

o f  t h e  Da u g h t e r s  o f  B i l i t i s , In c . -  h o pe  to  p r e s e n t  a n  o u t st a n d in g  

pro g ram  o f  s p e a k e r s  a n d  p a n e l  d is c u s s io n s  w h ic h  w il l  b r in g  t h e

PROBLEMS r e l a t e d  TO THE HOMOSEXUAL TO PROMINENT PUBLIC ATTENTION, 

e s p e c ia l l y  t im e d  to  a t t r a c t  V IS ITORS AND PARTICIPANTS OF THE 

AtitERICAN p s y c h o l o g ic a l  ASSOCIATION MEETING A FEVI BLOCKS AWAY.

Th e  TENTATIVE TOPIC CHOSEN, "SOC IAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE HOMOSEXUAL," 

FORMS THE FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH SPEAKERS IN THE F IELDS OF LAW, 

RELIG ION, AND THE ARTS WILL PRESENT THEIR INSIGHT AND OBSERVATION 

BASED ON THE VARIED APPROACHES OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL D ISC IP L IN E S .  

Ad v e r t is in g  p l a n s , f o c u s in g  on Ph il a d e l p h ia  and  m a jo r  Ea s t  Co a st

C IT IE S ,  W ILL INCLUDE PRESS RELEASES, POSTERS AND COMMERCIAL ADVER

TISEMENTS IN MAJOR NE'i'iSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES.

Re s e r v a t io n s  a r e  t e n t a t iv e l y  s e t  a t  J I5  f o r  the  f u l l  Two- o a y

PROGRAM, INCLLDING LUNCHEON AND BANQUET SESSIONS, AND MAY BE OB

TAINED THROUGH ANY OF THE CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS, INCLLDING DCB.

S in c e  t h e  (m u o r  p u r p o s e  o f  j f i i s  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  to  fo c u s  co m m u n ity

ATTENTION ON THeN zRQELEMS OF SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE HOMOSEXUAL, 

THE PUBLIC IS  INVITED. YOU CAN A SS IST  IN INSURING THE SUCCESS OF 

TH IS SIGN IF ICANT ENDEAVOR BY ATTENDING AND BY EXTENDING AN INVITA

TION TO YOLR PERSONAL FRIENDS AND PROFESSIONAL ACQUAINTANCES.

!. -  MEREDITH GREY, NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR, DCB



E l i l T O M S E D
by Rsnoe Saltzmann

"I c a n ' t  s ta n d  i t , "  th ou g h t  Edna, a s  she f l e x e d  her  e y e s  
upon the  orange f o o t  s t o o d ,  "Why do I have to be a lo n e?  
. . . . O h ,  I must g e t  awayj" S o l i t u d e  was h er  w o r s t  enemy; 
b e in g  a lone with h e r s e l f  had a lw ays g iv e n  h er  a most un
e a sy  f e e l i n g .  She had an u r g e n t  need to e sca p e  h er  ovin 
t h o u g h t s .

The e v e n t s  of the  even in g  had been e x tr e m e ly  p a i n f u l ,  
and h er  f r a n t i c  e f f o r t s  to f o r g e t  them had n o t  been s u c 
c e s s f u l .  She could  not e r a s e  th e  s t i n g i n g  Images and 
words: Mark's an gu la r  f a c e  b l o t t e d  out th e  f o o t s t o o l ,
a s  h i s  v o ic e  rang in  her e a r s :  Do you th in k  R achel v/111
t o  out Tfi th me? You must t e l l  me a l l  about h e r .  She i s  
so wond e r f u l , so ge n t l e , so s e n s i t i v e .

ndna arose  from her c h a i r ,  as  she u t t e r e d  th e  v;ords which  
she had f a i l e d  to speak th r e e  h ou rs  e a r l i e r .  "Nc, she 
w o n 't  be g e n t l e  vdth your h e a r t ,  Mark. She w i l l  be ben -  
t l e  'with her  p a t i e n t s ,  but n ev er  w ith  y o u ,  nor \;i th  any 
o th er  man. No, Mark, Rachel is '  t i e d  to h er  s t u d i e s ,  her  
c a r e e r .  She i s  in  lo v e  w ith  th e  a b s t r a c t . "

W ill  you c a l l  her  f o r  me? '

Edna aga in  responded to the m a scu lin e  v o ic e  w h ich ,  by 
t im e and sp a c e ,  was s ep a ra ted  from i t s  owner: "Mark,
d a r l i n g ,  c a n ' t  you see?  I lo v e  y o u .  I am a l i v e ,  and 
she i s  but a g h o s t , "

Give me her te le p h o n e  number. I ' l l  c a l l .

The g i r l  could bear th e  t a u n t in g  v o ic e  no l o n g e r ,  and 
ran in t o  the bedroom. A few m inutes l a t e r  she emerged,  
c lo t h e d  in  h er  f a v o r i t e  o u t f i t :  a b la ck  sv /e a te r ,  gray
woolen Bermuda s h o r t s ,  b lack  l e o t a r d s  and a p a i r  of b la ck  
l o a f e r s .  Per a few moments, she co n te m p la te d  h e r  image

i n  th e  f u l l - l e n g t h  m irror irtiloh graced the o th e r w is e  bar
ren h a l lw a y .  She h ated  the  round, p l a i n  f a c e ,  the 
s t r a i g h t  dark brown h a i r ,  th e  heavy f i g u r e  vdiich made her  
appear somewhat o ld e r  than her  tw enty-one  y e a r s .

So g e n t l e ,  so s e n s i t i v e , the  v o ic e  echoed a g a in ,

"How c r u e l ,  Mark," she c r i e d ,  as  she pounded on th e  mir
r o r .  And she p ic k e d  up her  purse and ran o u t s i d e .  Her 
M orris  Minor was parked in  f r o n t  of th e  b u i l d i n g ,  and she 
g o t  i n s i d e  and s t a r t e d  th e  e n g in e .  Mark's v o ic e  was her  
o n ly  companion, fo r  th e  s t r e e t s  were d e s e r t e d .

In d eed ,  th e  s t r e e t s  were d e s e r t e d .  A f te r  having  t r a v e l e d  
c o u n t l e s s  m i l e s ,  she s lo w ly  to o k  co g n iza n ce  of th e  f a c t  
t h a t  she had p a ssed  few h e a d l i g h t s .  The p a s s in g  co u n tr y 
s id e  was stran ge  to h e r ,  and the few houses  she saw were 
dark . She g la n o e d  a t  th e  luminous c lo c k  on the d a sh 
board; t h r e e  o ' c l o c k !

"Three o ' c l o c k .  Who ca res? "  N octurnal r i d e s  were not  a t  
a l l  uncommon to h e r .  Her l i t t l e  c a r ,  which had m iracu
l o u s l y  su r v iv e d  th r e e  a c c i d e n t s ,  was her b e s t  f r i e n d  and 
most v a lu ed  p o s s e s s i o n ;  i t  would t r a n s p o r t  her n e a r ly  
anywhere, and a t  any hour; even more im p o r ta n t ,  u n lik e  
human com panionsh ip ,  i t  was n ev er  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  She had 
more than once d r iv e n  a l l  n i g h t .  The open road , th e  co o l  
f r e s h  b r e e z e ,  th e  sense  of c o n t r o l  u s u a l l y  l i f t e d  her  
moods.

But t o n i g h t  was d i f f e r e n t :  th e  momentary p l e a s a n t n e s s
p ro v id ed  by th e  e x t e r n a l  world was soon d i s s i p a t e d  by th e  
w e ig h t  of h er  mood; time and space l o s t  t h e i r  s i g n i f l -  
o a n o e ,  as  h er  th o u g h t s  narrowed i n t o  a f e e l i n g  of numbness.

Then th e  h a u n t in g  v o ic e  a ga in  made i t s e l f  h ea rd ,  p ie r c in g  
th e  numbness l i k e  a d a g g er .  So g e n t l e ,  so s e n s l t l Tre.
But th e  p a in  which i t  g en era ted  was not e n t i r e l y  u n p le a 
sa n t ;  a t  l e a s t  she f e l t  a l i v e . The numbness, on the  
o th er  hand, had made her  f e e l  a s  i f  she were f l o a t i n g  in  
a limbo of h a l f - l i f e  and h a l f - d e a t h .  The sharp p a in  
t r a n s p o r t e d  her i n t o  the  realm of u n d i lu te d  em otion ,  
where l i f e  i s  most i n t e n s e ,  where one i s  t r u l y  aware of 

h i s  b e in g .



Edna was now d r iv i n g  a io n g s ia e  a sk in n y  guard r a i l  w hich  
sep a ra ted  t h e  narrow^ w inding road from the Columbia 
R iv e r ,  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  b e lo w .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  e x h i l a r a t e d  
h er:  " J u st  t h i n k , "  she th o u g h t ,  "I have c o n t r o l  over  l i f e
and d e a t h — w ith  one tu rn  of the  w h e e l ,  I can go over  the 
e d g e .  E te r n a l  s l e e p  w i l l  be m in e ,"

The image c f  Mark danced b e fo r e  h e r ,  but was soon r e p la c e d  
by R a ch e l .  R a c h e l ,  th e  w i t c h ,  m asquerading in  a smooth,  
b e a u t i f u l  e x t e r i o r  of s e r e n i t y ,  g e n t l e n e s s ,  "You f o o l  
e v e r y o n e ,  u n t i l  th e y  g e t  to  know you b e t t e r .  Most p e o p le  
n ev er  g e t  to  know you b e t t e r ,  th o u g h — but I d id , "

Edna r e c a l l e d  the  e a r ly  months of t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p ,  when 
Rachel had seemed to be the  i d e a l  f r i e n d .  Edna vías c o n 
s t a n t l y  surrounded by o th e r  p e o p l e ,  but she d id  n o t  r e a l l y  
have anyone in  vihom she co u ld  c o n f i d e .  Rachel had seemed 
t o  be t h a t  kind c f  p e r s o n ,  f o r  she l i s t e n e d  v á th  i n t e r e s t ,  
and seemed to be e x tr e m e ly  v/ise f o r  her tw en ty-tv /o  y e a r s .  
Even E dna's mother thought h er  a good i n f l u e n c e .  But 
Edna knew t h a t  R a c h e l ' s  vías a o l l n i o a l l y  d e ta ch ed  i n t e r 
e s t ;  she d id  not  r e a l l y  want to g e t  i n v o l v e d  with o th er  
p e o p le .  Edna had not im m e d ia te ly  sen sed  t h i s ,  f o r  she was 
u s u a l l y  to o  busy t a l k i n g .  Only much l a t e r  had she n o t i c e d  
ho7f c a s u a l l y  Rachel t r e a t e d  o th e r s  when t h e y  t r i e d  t o  g e t  
too  c l o s e  to  h e r .  This was p a r t i c u l a r l y  tr u e  w ith  me: 
she went out with them o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  but as soon as t h e y  
began to g e t  s e r i o u s ,  she dropped them . She in te n d e d  
never  tc  marry. This f a c t  alarmed Edna, but a l s o  h e ld  a 
s tra n g e  f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r  h er .

"You make them lo v e  y o u ,  R a ch e l ,  and th en  you throw  them 
away. Oh, how 1 h a te  yo u l  B u t,"  and Edna s m i le d ,  "I 
d o n 't  have to  l i v e  to see  you ta k e  Mark,"

Edna had novi o u t v l t t e d  th e  seren e  image in  th e  w h ite  c o a t .  
The canyon lo o k ed  so i n v i t i n g ,  so e t e r n a l .  But as  
R a c h e l ' s  p r e se n c e  bore more d e e p ly  in t o  her c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
she g o t  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  t h i s  Tías j u s t  what Rachel  
would want her to d o .  In d e e d ,  the b e a u t i f : ^  g reen  e y e s  
appeared tc be s m i l i n g ,  e g g in g  h er  on. E i th e r  way,
Rachel would win.

She was t r a n s f i x e d  by b oth  i m a g e s - - t h e  h y p n o t i c ,  i n v i t i n g  
d eep n ess  of th e  canyon , and the  t r a c e  c f  sadism  in

R a c h e l ' s  s m i l e — but Rachel proved to be the more o v e r 
powering of the two: guided by a d e te r m in a t io n  t h a t  /
R achel would n o t  k i l l  h e r ,  Edna did not turn  l e f t ,  iijit o 
th e  canyon; she in s t e a d  stop p ed  a t  a c le a r in g  on the r ig h t  
s id e  of the road .

A f te r  s i t t i n g  th e r e  f o r  some t im e ,  she turned the  car  
around and drove toward town. The numbness had re tu r n e d ,  
but was g r a d u a l ly  g iv in g  way to in t e n s e  h a tr e d ,  a h a tred  
as  sharp a s  the  p a in  which she had e x p er ie n c ed  e a r l i e r .
She had to do som eth in g .  But what? She was com pelled  t o  
h u rt  R a c h e l ,  but in  what way? She cou ld  th in k  of n o th in g  
t h a t  would put a dent in  th e  ca lm , d eta ch ed  e x t e r i o r .

As she reach ed  tow n, i t  was Just  b eg in n in g  to g e t  l i g h t ,  
but she cared  l i t t l e .  In s te a d  of go in g  home, she drove 
p a s t  R a c h e l ' s  apartment h o u s e .  Seeing  l i g h t s  sh in in g  
b r i g h t l y  through the  u p s t a i r s  windows, she d e c id e d  to  pay  
Rachel a v i s i t .  But she must be calm . She could not 
r e v e a l  her h a tr e d ,  n ot  y e t  anyway.

I t  r e q u ir e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of e f f o r t ,  but Edna appeared tc  
be c a s u a l  when she knocked uppn the door.  When i t  was 
opened, she c h e e r f u l l y  e x c la im e d ,  " G r e e t in g s ,  f e l l o w  
n ig h t  owli I was Just d r iv i n g  around, so I thought I ' d  
stop  I n ,  Vfhat k eep s  you up so la t e ? "

A n o te  of puzzlem ent g raced  R a c h e l ' s  smooth, ova l f a c e .  
"Why, Edna, I ' v e  been working on my t h e s i s .  Come i n , "  
she i n v i t e d ,  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  her  s l i g h t l y  d is a r r a y e d  h a i r ,  
"and have some c o f f e e  T i l t h  me. I 'v e  been d r in k in g  the 
s t u f f  a l l  n i g h t — and ta k in g  NoDoz t a b l e t s . "

As Edna walked in t o  th e  b o o k - l in e d  room, she could not  
tak e  her e y e s  o f f  th e  o th er  g i r l :  R a c h e l ' s  s l e n d e r  form,
d r e s s e d  in  a w h ite  s i l k  s h i r t - b l o u s e ,  gray  Bermmda 
s h o r t s ,  and la r g e  f o r e s t - g r e e n  sw eater  with s i l v e r  b u t
t o n s ,  moved g a i l y  a c r o s s  th e  room; and her green  e y e s  
sh o n e ,  though she must have been t i r e d .

As Edna s a t  o p p o s i t e  th e  calm b r u n e t t e ,  Mark's words 
a g a in  echoed in  her e a r s ,  "Oh, what a w itch  you a r e ,"  
she t h o u g h t ,  "behind t h a t  e x q u i s i t e  fa ce  and g e n t l e  
manner l i e s  o n ly  » o ld ,  hard g r a n i t e . "  Somehow, she



c e ,

managed to su p p res s  h er  f e e l i n g s  of h a t r e d ,  w h i l e  t e l l i n g  
Rachel of Mark's i n t e r e s t .

"But h e ' s  your boy f r i e n d , "  r e p l i e d  Rachel in  a s o f t  vo l

"Don't be s i l l y .  H e 's  j u s t  a f r i e n d — he I s  l i k e  a b ig  
b r o th e r ,"  answered Edna, as she b i t  her  l i p .

"You lo v e  him,"

"Kol" Edna had not e x p e c te d  t h i s .

"And you hate  me," Rachel c o n t in u e d ,  "you t h i n k  me a 
h e a r t l e s s  c r e a t u r e .  Perhaps I am. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  I 
have hurt many p e o p le — some v e r y  d e e p ly .  I w o n 't  take  
Mark a-way from y o u ."  At t h a t ,  Rachel began to c r y .

The t e a r s  were q u i t e  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  to  Edna, f o r  she had 
b e l i e v e d  R achel in ca p a b le  of so human eitv.emoti on.

Rachel went on: "Perhaps you v . l l l  u n d e r s ta n d .  Love i s  a
very  e l u s i v e  t h i n g .  Some f in d  i t  and c h e r i s h  I t ;  o th e r s  
n ev er  f in d  i t ;  th en  th e r e  are  th o s e  who f i n d  i t ,  t u t ,  
because s o c i e t y  has entombed them, must deny i t .  I f  you  
do hate  me, I d o n 't  blame y o u ,"

Edna was c o n fu s e d .  She now knew t h a t  she did have the 
po'wer to  hurt  R achel;  she c o u ld  say  e v e r y th in g  which  had 
been b o t t l e d  up w ith in  her a l l  th e s e  m onths, t h i n g s  which  
had begun to accum ulate  lo n g  b e fo re  the advent of Mark,
The whole s i t u a t i o n  seemed u n rea l  to  h e r ,  as  u n r e a l  as  
th e  c o n t r a s t  betv/een th e  t r e e s  and th e  b r ig h t  red  sk y .
Mark fa d ed  from her mind and she was c o n s c io u s  o n ly  of 
th e  o th er  g i r l .  A l l  of a sudden, Edna d i^  u n d e r s ta n d ,  
and th e  rem aining fra g m en ts  of h a tr e d  succumbed to  a 
f e e l i n g  of t e n d e r n e s s .

She C rossed the room and k i s s e d  R a c h e l ' s  s o f t  h a i r .

"Don't do t h a t ,  p l e a s e , "  R achel c r i e d ,

"'iVhy?"

"You would n ever  u n d ersta n d ,  n o t  in  a m i l l i o n  y e a r s , "

Rachel r e p l i e d ,  a note  o f  panic i n  her v o ic e #  Then she 
added, s lo w ly  and c l e a r l y ,  "Because I lo v e  y o u ."

Edna s t o o d ,  t r a n s f i x e d ,  and gave v o ic e  to a l i e n  words,
"I lo v e  yo u , t o o , "  But when she look ed  i n t o  R a c h e l ' s  
deep e y e s ,  th e  words no lo n g e r  seemed a l i e n ;  Their  
meaning f lo o d e d  her c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  and she knew th a t  they  
r e f l e c t e d  h er  f e e l i n g s ,  Rachel put her  arms around h er ,  
saying  n o th in g .
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I AM A SUBSCRIBER TO THE LADDER AND FIND IT INTERESTING TO READ, 

EXCEPT THAT I ‘AOULD ENJOY A BETTER AND MORE REFINED TYPE OF STORY 

THAN IS  USUALLY PUBLISHED IN YOUR MAGAZINE,

"THERE IS  A BIG QUESTION IN MY MIND AS TO WHY MOST WRITERS OF

Le s b ia n  f ic t io n  po r t r a y  women who lo v e  one a n o t h er  a s  b e in g  s e x u 

a l l y  PROMISCUOUS, UNREFINED, AND PROFANE. I ALSO RESENT THE POR

TRAYAL OF WOMEN WHO ENJOY CLOSE FRIENDSHIPS WITH OTHER WOMEN AND 

WHO SHARE THEIR L IFE  WITH ANOTHER W/OMAN AS BEING EMOTIONALLY 

UNSTABLE AND WAYWARD, GOING FROM ONE COMPANION TO ANOTHER. I 

KNOW SEVERAL PA IRS OF CLOSE FRIENDS WHO ENJOY A STABLE, DEEP- 

ROOTED COMPANIONSHIP THAT HAS LASTED MANY YEARS. SO MANY WRITERS 

OF Le s b i a n  f i c t i o n  portray t h i s  k in d  of  l i f e  a t  i t s  w orst  with 

THE MOST DEBASED KIND OF CHARACTERS. l*,HY SHOULD A CLOSE ATTACH

MENT TO A WOMAN FRIEND CARRY THE STIGMA THAT IT SO OFTEN DOES?

IT IS  MY OPINION THAT IT DOES BECAUSE WRITERS PICTURE IT AS A 

CORRUPT, DEMORALIZING, DEGRADED RELATIONSHIP.

" I  BELIEVE THERE ARE MANY WOMEN WHO ARE HIGHLY EDUCATED, WELL- 

ROOTED IN RESPONSIBLE AND LUCRATIVE POSITIONS; WHO ARE REFINED—  

NOT PROFANE; WHO DRINK ONLY TEA, COFFEE, AND SOFT DRINKS— NOT 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES; AND V.HO ARE ACTIVE IN THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL 

CLUBS— NOT ROAMING THE STREETS TO FIND A PARTNER WITH WHOM TO 

SHARE A FEW MINUTES OF PHYSICAL PLEASURE. I BELIEVE ALSO THAT A 

GREAT MANY WOMEN OF THE KIND I HAVE DESCRIBED ARE ENJOYING A 

HAPPY, PLEASURABLE L IFE  WITH A CLOSE WMAN FRIEND. PROBABLY MANY



OTHER WOMEN -  PERHAPS SOME EVEN V.HO ARE MARRIED -  WOULD, IE  THEY 

COULD MEET A PLEASING PERSON IVITH S IM ILA R  INTERESTS WHO ATTRACTED 

THEM, BE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THEIR L IFE  WITH SUCH A PERSON. A  

SOLITARY L IF E  SURELY IS N 'T  CHOSEN BY MANY. SOMEONE* TO LOVE, PLAN 

WITH, AND SHARE WITH MAKES L IF E  WORE WORTHWHILE AND MORE PLEAS

URABLE. Some l e g i t u m t e  m e a n s  sh o u ld  b e  fo u nd  w h ereby  women of  

REFINEMENT AND GOOD CHARACTER COULD MEET THOSE WITH L IK E  INTER

ESTS AND FIND THAT SOMEONE WITH WHOM THEY CAN SHARE THEIR L IF E .

" I  HOPE YOUR ORGANIZATION WILL WORK ON IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 

LESBIAN FICT IO N, AND WILL DEV ISE  A WAY OF GETTING WOMEN INTRO

DUCED WHO ARE LONELY AND HUNGRY FOR LOVE AND COMPANIONSHIP."

-  E. W., INDIANA

* * * * *

" I n  T H IS  HATE-FILLED WORLD, HOW ANYONE CAN C R IT IC IZ E  ANYONE ELSE  

FOR LOVING IS  SIMPLY BEYOND MY UNDERSTANDING. YOURS FOR MORE 

LOVE -  WHOMEVER AND WHEREVER,

A Reader

 ̂ >jc >jc :)£

"  1 ;>:UST CONFESS TO WHAT IS  PROBABLY A TOO-FREQUENT SYNDROME -  

THE 'L e t  SOMEBODY ELSE R ISK  HER NECK ' D ISEA SE . SINCE I F IR ST  

HEARD OF DCS AND THE L'lDDER, I HAVE BEEN TORN BETWEEN W/ANTING TO 

PITCH IN AND BEING AFRAID TO. AND OF COURSE THE FEAR HAS BEEN A 

REAL CHAMELEON, SOMETIMES LOOKING L IKE  'VJHAT'S THE USE -  I T 'S  TOO 

SOON -  SOCIETY IS N 'T  READY' AND OTHER TIM ES L IKE  ' I WORE MY SIGN 

YEARS AGO ON THE i’.EST COAST -  THAT WAS LONG AGO AND ADOLESCENT 

AMD NOW I 'M  OUT OF IT -  STAY OUT,' ETC., ETC.

" I ' M  SURE YOU'VE HEARD ALL TH IS  AND MORE ALL TOO OFTEN. AND PER

HAPS FROM THE VERY PEOPLE WHO COULD CONTRIBUTE QUITE A B IT ? ? ?

"T h e  POINT IS  THAT I OWE YOU THANKS FOR FORCING ME TO FACE UP TO 

WHETHER I WAS EVER GOING TO DO ANYTHING EXCEPT CAREFULLY H IDE 

EACH ISSUE CF THE LADDES."

-  0 . K ., Il l i n o i s
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Donald Webster Cory’s 

THE HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA

Now a v a i l a b l e  In paperback from th e  Book S e r v ic e  o f  D aughters  
of B i l i t i s ,  1232 Market S t . ,  S u i t e  1 0 8 ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f .

P r i c e  $.75  P lu s  $ ,1 2  h a n d l in g  charge  T ota l p c i c e  $ . 8 7  
In C a l i f o r n i a  add t a x  T o ta l  p r i c e  $,90

THi HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA d i s c u s s e s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  
o p en ly  and f r a n k l y ,

§  'ihat i t  means to  be a homosexual in  p r e s e n t - d a y  America  
H- 'iVhat prob lem s t h e  homosexual e n c o u n t e r s ,  what a d ju s tm e n ts  

he must make, what h u m i l i a t i o n s  he must a c c e p t
#  The s p e c i a l  la n g u a g e  and g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e s  of th e  homosexual  
/  M arriage and parenthood  f o r  t h e  homosexual
#  "Cures" f o r  h o m o s e x u a l i ty
#  The problem o f  p r o m i s c u i t y  and th e  se a r c h  f o r  lo v e
#  Vihat p a r e n t s  can do fo r  t h e i r  homosexual c h i l d r e n

"K insey has g iv e n  us a p i c t u r e  of th e  w id esp read  i n c i d e n c e  o f  
homosexual b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s ;  Cory now ad^ds f l e s h  to  t h a t  
s k e l e t o n .  In  a s t r a ig h t f o r v ia r d  manner he t e l l s  us what i t  
f e e l s  l i k e  to  be a h o m osexu a l.  One can h a r d ly  h e lp  but p r o f i t  
from t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  v iew  and f e e l  h i s  w or ld ."

-  American dburnal o f  P h y s i c a l  M edic ine

" B est  book w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  l a i t y  on t h i s  s u b j e c t . . . h o n e s t ,  
p r o v o c a t i v e ,  o f t e n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  but k e e n ly  i n t e l l i g e n t . . .  
th e  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  why h om osexu a ls  marry are  f u l l y  e x p lo r e d ,  
a l s o  th e  s t r a n g e  double l i v e s  some husbands l e a d , , . a  g r e a t  
s e r v i c e . "

-  Harry Benjamin, M. D, 
American Jou rn a l  o f  P sy ch o th era p y

V /r it in g  w ith  amazing f r a n k n e s s ,  and b a s in g  h i s  m a t e r ia l  
s q u a r e ly  on h i s  own and h i s  com panions' s e x  e x p e r i e n c e s ,
Mr. Cory h as  g iv e n  us a remarkable document,"

-  A lb e r t  E l l i s ,  P h . D,


