


A WOMEN^S ORGANIZATION FOR THE  ^ * ^ * ^ ® * ®
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY  f l • ,

......... .............. ........
______

O E«hic*tioa of the voriaot, widi pardcular emphasw on * *
ologicni, physiologiciü and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in aU 
its  social, ciTic and economic impUcations— this to be accomp- 
Ushed by establishing and maintaining as complete a üb itry  as 
possible of both fiction and non-ficüon Uterature on the sea d ^  
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent « * -  
Jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, p8ycWa^ 
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to  s ^ ie ty .

© id u c a tio n  of the public at large ^ o u g h  acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices;, through pubUc discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; dirough dissemination of educational literature am tbe 
homosexual dieme.

©  Pardcipation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and odier such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Invesdgauon of the penal code as it pertains to the hooM sam ^ 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handliag “ “ “  
involving this minority group, and promodon of Ana«
throng  due process of law in the state legislatures.
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Double Tribute
DEL iVART IN

BARBARA G IH IN G S

"GOOD THOUGHTS ARE NO BETTER THAN GOOD 

DREAMS, UNLESS THEY BE EXECUTEDl" -  EMERSON

DEL (k'ARTIN SPENT SEVEN YEARS WORKING TO PUT DREAMS OF THE HOMO­

SEXUAL INTO ACTION -  DREAMS OF A L IF E  WITH RIGHTS TO L IV E  IN 

HAPPINESS, WITHOUT FEAR FROM PREJUDICE AND IGNORANCE.

On e  OF THE FOUNDERS CF DOB, MANY TIMES PRESIDENT, AND FOR THE 

LAST TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS EDITOR OF THE LADDER, DEL SPENT 

COUNTLESS HOURS WORKING TO MAKE TH IS  DREAI.1 A REALITY. TO SPEAK 

IN TOTAL OF HER WORK WOULD BE TO RECAPITULATE THE HISTORY OF OCB.

MUCH OF HER LABOR IS  BEARING FRU IT MOST PEOPLE THOUGHT WOULD NOT 

MATURE IN OUR L IFET IM E. IN THE NEAR FUTURE, WE WILL BE ASKING 

YOU TO CO-OPERATE IN A RESEARCH PROJECT DEL HELPED TO INSTIGATE, 

WE FEEL TH IS  PROJECT W ILL DO A GREAT DEAL TO BRING ABOUT A BETTER 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE LESBIAN AS A REAL PERSON, IN CONTRAST TO THE 

F IC T IT IO U S  CHARACTER SHE IS  NOW PORTRAYED TO BE. FOR IT IS  OUR 

PREMISE THAT WHEN SHE IS  SEEN AS A REAL PERSON, INSTEAD OF A F IC ­

T IT IO US CHARACTER, SHE CAN AND WILL BECOME, TO THE WHOLE OF 

SOCIETY, A HUMAN BEING WORTHY OF RIGHTS.

Ba r b a r a  G i t t i n g s , o n e  of  t h e  o r ig in a l  m b .(b e r s  o f  t h e  New  Y ork 

Ch a p t e r  o f  dCB, ijiany t im e s  a  c h a p t e r  o f f ic e r , and  now t h e  Na t io n ­

a l  CORRESPONDING SECRETARY FOR THE ORGANIZATION, HAS VOLUNTEERED 

TO BE TEMPORARY EDITOR FOR THE MAGAZINE, SO ITS VOICE CAN CON­

TINUE. THE FEBRUARY EDITION VAS BARBARA'S F IR ST  CONTRIBUTION.

To De l  Ma r t in  a n d  Ba r b a r a  G i t t in g s , we a l l  owe a  t r ib u t e , b u t  

LET us g iv e  m o re  THAN "GOOD DREAMS." THOSE WORKING IN THE ORGAN­

IZATION ARE G IVING THEM THE TRIBUTE OF ACTION. THOSE OF YOU NOT 

DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH THE ORGANIZATION CAN ALSO G IVE A TRIBUTE 

TO THESE Tl",0 AND TO ALL THOSE WORKING TO MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REAL­

ITY. S u pp o r t  y o u r  o r g a n iz a t io n  w it h  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  l e t t e r s ,

ARTICLES, STORIES, POEIS, NEWS -  AND THE ALWAYS-NEEDED FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT. JO IN  US IN A TRIBUTE OF ACTIONi

j a y e  Be l l , Na t io n a l  Pr e s id e n t

Tha Homosexual Minority in America

Vihy d o e s n ' t  the homosexual m i n o r i t y  a c t  l i k e  o t h e r  minor ­
i t y  groups? Donald Viebster Cory,  au th or  of s e v e r a l  books 
on h o m os e x ua l i ty ,  t a c k l e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  in  a  s c h o l a r l y  
a n a l y s i s  of  homophile p r o g r e s s  in  t h e  p a s t  few decades .  
His l e c t u r e ,  sponsored  by The Janus  S o c i e t y ,  drew an 
aud i enc e  of over  100 p e r so n s  ( d e s p i t e  a l o c a l  t r a n s i t  
s t r i k e )  to a downtown P h i l a d e l p h i a  h o t e l  on Ja n u ar y  Z J t h ,

A m i n o r i t y  group I s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a nume r ica l  m i n o r i t y ,  
ex p l a in e d  Cory.  For example,  d o c t o r s  a re  few in  r e l a t i o n  
t o  th e  whole p o p u l a t i o n  but  t h e y  a re  n o t  t r e a t e d  a s  a 
m in o r i t y  g r o u p .  R a th e r ,  a m i n o r i t y  i s  a group o f  peop le  
who are co n s id e r ed ,  or  who c o n s i d e r  th e m s e l v e s ,  to  have 
a t r a i t  injcommon. They a re  p la c e d  In a s p e c i a l  ty pe  of  
I n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n ,  v i z . ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h i m s e l f  i s  blamed 
and pu n i s he d  f o r  a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  r i g h t l y  o r  w rong ly  a re  
p la c e d  on t h e  e n t i r e  g r o u p ,  and  t h e  group a s  a  whole i s  
blamed or  pu n i shed  f o r  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .
A m i n o r i t y  g r oup ,  ac cor d in g  t o  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i s  never  
p r a i s e d  or g l o r i f i e d ,  b u t  g ive n  only a t t r i b u t e s  of  a neg­
a t i v e  n a t u r e .

Thus the homosexual ,  i n  h i s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  s o c i e t y ,  must 
n o t  only t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  whole m in o r i t y  
g roup,  but  must  u s u a l l y  c o n c e a l  h i s  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  i t  from 
s o o l e t y .  The ease  of co nc ea lm e n t —a seeming p r o t e c t i o n -  
t a k e s  t r emendous  t o l l  of  t h e  homosexual in  o t h e r  ways.
For by t h i s ' s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  mechanism th e  i n d i v i d u a l  human 
i s  compel l ed  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  from o t h e r s  l i k e  him. 
There i s  a l s o  f o r c e d  upon him s o c i e t y ' s  ug ly  image of  h i s  
g r oup .  Most homosexuals  a re  r e l a t i v e l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
the  homophile movement; t h e y  are pe r haps  v ic t i m s  of  t h e  
" c r u e l t y  of making them b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  cause i s  an 
unworthy o n e . "  They d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  in  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of  
t h e i r  own s t r u g g l e —t h e r e b y  on ly  c o n f e s s i n g  how p o o r l y  
t h e y  t h i n k  of themse lves  and t h e i r  g r oup .  This r e f l e c t s  
how s o c i e t y  makes a m i n o r i t y  group be l i e v e  in i t s  own 
i n f e r i o r ,  unworthy s e l f .  O f t en ,  homosexuals are even 
a p o l o g i s t s  f o r  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  of t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e y  are 
d e a l i n g  w i t h .  So the  homosexual s i t u a t i o n  i s  p a r t l y  
ag gr a v a t e d  by the  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  inv o lved



t o  p l e a d  a oause,  t o  e x p r e s s  th e  ne e ds  of ^ 
g r o u p .  Cory no te d  t h a t  t h e  most
H o m o sex u a ls  i n  American ^  e U t e  L
th e m se lv es  w i t h  t h e  g roup .  Thi s  r e l u s a i  oi
be spokesmen,  he c a l l e d  unique i n  t ^ e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  
surge of m in o r i t y  g r o u p s .  The same s i t u a t i o n  makes I t  
even h a r d e r  f o r  th e  m a j o r i t y  g roup to  come f o r w a r d ,  w i t h  
n r i e  e x c i t i n g  or l e a d i n g  them in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .

Yet a new l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  e v i d e n t  in  American
view of ho mo se xua l i ty .  Typ ica l  i s  t h e
s ta t e m en t  by Bishop P ike t h a t  t h e r e  a re
se x u a l s  in  t h e  Ep i scopa l  m i n i s t r y .  This  s t
n o t  jumped on o r  a t t a c k e d .  The change i s  mean ingfu l  i n
t  - t e x t  of what i s  happening  to
L n e r a l .  Some 50 y e a r s  ago,  a p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  U. S. 
oame c l o s e  to  be i ng  impeached because
to  a  White House b r e a k f a s t .  Today, app o in tm en t  of  a 
Negro to  th e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s Cab ine t  met on ly  a s g
l a ^ n g  a c t i o n .  " I t  i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  d i s r e s p e c t a b l e  -----
t o  champion th e  r l ^ t s  of m in o r i t y  g ro up s .  I n  f a c t
i t ’ s c o n s id e r e d  r i g h t  and p r o p e r  to  ^
ca us e s .  Behind t h i s ,  Cory c l a i m ed ,  i s  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  in  
eve ry c o n f r o n t a t i o n  be tween  m a jo r i t y  and m i n o r i t y ,  
m i n o r i t y  " i n h e r e n t l y  and  I n t r i n s i c a l l y  i s  in  t h e  r i g h t ,

Cory r ec o gn iz e d  a ma jor  c l eavage  s e p a r a t i n g  the  homo­
sexual  m in o r i t y  group f rom a l l  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  
f o r  members of t h e  group to  c o n f r o n t  s o c i e t y  e x c e p t  y 
c o n f r o n t i n g  an u n j u s t  mountain of h o s t i l i t y . "  iVhat h ap ­
pens when t h e  group cdmes f o rw ar d  and meets  such p r e j u ­
d ic e?  The very p e o p l e  who a r e  champions of th e  underdog 
a re  so p e r s o n a l l y  h o s t i l e .  But a t  l e a s t  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h a t  homosexual s c o n s t i t u t e  a  m i n o r i t y  i s  now a lm os t  
u n i v e r s a l l y  ac ce p te d  in  American s o c i e t y .  In d i s c u s s i n g  
ho mo se x ua l i ty ,  opprobr ium i s  no lo ng e r  n e c e s s a r y  to  a v e r t  
s u s p i c i o n .  The h o s t i l e  po in t  of view becomes l e a d e r l e s s ,  
soon i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  d i s r e s p e c t a b l e .  How do es  t h i s  a f f e c t  
t h e  man in  t h e  s t r e e t ?  By th e  p r o ce ss  of c u l t u r a l  l a g  — 
the  gap between s t a g e s  of deve lopment  more and l e s s  ad ­
vanced ,  between  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and f o l l o w e r s ,  between 
t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  The very r e p e a l  of a law,  for  
example ,  i s  "bo t h  a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  change of scene and 
a r e in f o r c e m e n t  of t h e  change of s c en e . "

While the  homosexual cause i s  g a i n i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  in  an 
atmosphere of s o c i e t y ' s  r e a d i n e s s  to  l i s t e n ,  an o t he r  
change needed i s  f o r  each homosexual pe r so n  t o  see a  f i n e  
image of h i m s e l f ,  n o t  a degraded  one—an image of i n t e g ­
r i t y ,  no t  of p r e t e n d i n g  t o  be .  The t h e r a p i s t  d o e s  no t  
have t h e  answer.  Cory r e f e r r e d  t o  Biober  and o t h e r s  who 
c la im  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  homosexual p a t i e n t s  changing 
to  h e t e r o s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ;  Cory emphasized t h a t  he i s  
much more concerned  abou t  t h e  r em ain ing  p e r c e n ta g e  "who 
a f t e r  s a c r i f i c e  and t r a v a i l  l eave  t h e r a p y  f e e l i n g  r e j e c ­
t e d  and d e f e a t e d . "  A s t a t i s t i c  means a young man o r  
woman wi th a problem,  unab le  t o  work i t  out  as o t h e r s  
would l i k e  i t  worked o u t .  A s t a t i s t i c  i s  s t i l l  a  human 
l i f e  t h a t  must be made w or th  l i v i n g ,  Cory’ s compassion 
i s  f o r  t h e  many homosexual i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  n o t  going 
to  be changed,  and t h e  m i l l i o n s  more who a r e  n o t  even 
go in g  t o  t h e  t h e r a p i s t ' s  o f f i c e .

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  Cory ex pr e sse d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  
c l i m a t e  i s  f o r t u n a t e  both f o r  t h e  homophile movement and 
f o r  s o c e i t y .  The U, S.  i s  be i ng  compel l ed  to  l i s t e n  to 
and g r a n t  r i g h t s  t o  a l l  m in o r i t y  g roups ;  i t  canno t  by any 
d e f i n i t i o n  exc lud e  any group under  any c o n d i t i o n s .  The 
homophile o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n f i n i t e l y  sm a l l  t h o u g h  t h e y  b e ,  
" a re  co n d u c t i n g  a movement which i s  h e a l t h y  f o r  t h i s  
c o u n t r y . "  Cory con tended i t  i s  harmful  to  democracy f o r  
a l l  groups  t o  me l t  i n t o  one u n i t y  of a l l - a l i k e m e s s .  
I d e a l l y ,  m i n o r i t i e s  can r e t a i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  
w i t h o u t  be ing d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  s o c i a l l y .  Cory p r e ­
d i c t e d  t h a t  the homosexual m i n o r i t y  w i l l  be caught  up in  
the  s t r u g g l e  t o  p r e s e r v e  v a r i e t y  of human e x p r e s s i o n  and 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be happy i n  th e  s t r u g g l e .

-  Barba ra  G i t t i n g s

WEIGHTLESS

X Was. . .
As l i g h t  a s  the smoke 
Spread ing  i t s  wan be au ty  
on th e  c i t y ,  p u l s i n g  w i t h  l i f e .  
For  Me.

. n o t  c a r i n g . . .  

-  JC



ONLY TO HER

Halo t i p s  and t i n s e l l e d  snow
and t h e  e a r t h y  s t r e n g t h  from which f l o w e r s  grow.
P ink  b a l lo o n s  and orange I ce
and f in g e r - w a v e s  to  make t h e  s e a  look  n i c e .

T h ey ' r e  y our s  my l o v e .

S her ry  wine and p a l e  w h i t e  moons 
and a music box t o  p l a y  C hr i s t ma s  t u n e s .  
Choco la te  r o b i n s  and i ce  cream t r e e s  
and c h i f f o n  t i s s u e s  sh ou ld  you ca re  to  sne eze .  

All  yo urs  my l o v e .

Perfumed S p r i n g s  and f l u f f y  k i t t e n s  
and new lambs wool f o r  warm warm m i t t e n s ,  
Chinese b e l l s  and P a r i s i a n  s k i e s  
and am eth ys t s  f c r  your  b lue  b lue ey e s .

These t o o  my lo v e .

J u s t  sm i l e  a t  me, h o l d  t i g h t  my hand
w e ' l l  roam t o g e t h e r  t h e  happy l a n d .
Al l  I have i s  a l l  I ' l l  g ive
our  l i v e s  lo ng ,  e r e  long we l i v e .

My l o v e .

-  A l i s a n

HARBINCERS OP PARRICIDE

Dark t h o u g h t s  th un d e re d  w i t h  m a t r i c i d e .  
Trembling in  t h e  s p a s t i c  embrace of g u i l t .  
My b i r t h  s a t  t h e  t ime c l o ck  of  d e a t h ,
Yet f o r  me t h e r e  was no autonomy 
T i l l  t h e  f i n a l  hour of  d i s s o l u t i o n  
Broke t h e  sea l  of my shadowed l i f e .

Though my h e a r t  knows and h o ld s  i t s  t e r r o r ,  
I  t r y  t o  avo id  your  e y e s .
H arb in ge r s  of  p a r r i c i d e .

_ J .  Lorna S t r a y e r

boolc review:
9 ^ m t n e  ( J 4 ( js t iq « e

BY BETTY FRIEDAN. W. I,V. NORTON, FEBRUARY I 963

"THE FEi. ININE mYSTI'^UE" i s  a  bo ok  t h a t  w il l  in t e r e s t  e v e r y  

t h o u g h t fu l  woman -  REGARDLESS OF SEXUAL PREDILECTIONS. IT iJAY 

^  OF SPEC IAL INTEREST TO THE HOMOSEXUAL WOMAN WHO HAS CONSIDERED 

THE QUESTION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES FEM ININE IDENTITY.

MRS. FRIEDAN (a  PSYCHOLOGIST, SUBURBAN HOUSEWIFE AND MOTHER) 

EXPLODES THE MYTH THAT MARRIAGE Aro MOTHERHOOD IN THEMSELVES 
CONSTITUTE FULFILLMENT FOR WOMEN,

(N A WORK THAT MAY BE CONSIDERED AN UP-TO-THE-MINUTE AMERICAN 

SUPPLEMENT TO SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR 'S "THE SECOND SEX," ^HS. FRIEDAN 

OFFERS IMPRESSIVE EVIDENCE OF HER CONTENTION THAT DESPAIR A^O 

m e n t a l  AI\D EMOTIONAL BREAKDOWN ARE RAMPANT AMONG SUBURBAN HOUSE­

WIVES WHO ARE STRUGGLING TO CONFORM TO THE POPULAR If^GE OF 
FEM IN IN ITY . c ui-

Th e  AUTHOR ACCUSES PSYCHIATRISTS, EDUCATORS AND THE MASS MAGA­

Z INES OF CREATING THE MODERN WOMAN'S TRAP. |T IS  THEY SHE 

m a in t a in s , WHO FOSTERED THE IDEA THAT AMBITION Al^D MEANINGFUL 

WORK OLA'SlOE THE HOME OEFEMINIZE A WOMAN. SHE ACCUSES THE MAGA­

Z INES AND a d v e r t is e r s  o f  a n  ACTUAL CONSPIRACY TO USE THE

"FEM IN INE MYSTIQUE" TO KEEP THE WOMAN IN THE HOME TO BUY MORE 
PRODUCTS.

MRS. FRIEDAN BELIEVES THAT IT IS  NOT ONLY POSSIBLE BUT DESIRABLE 

f o r  t h e  m a r r ie d , CHILD-BEARING W0!MN TO HAVE AN IMPORTANT GOAL 

OUTSIDE THE HOME. SHE SHOWS WHY HOBBIES AND a U B  WORK DO NOT 

AM) CANNOT SUBSTITUTE FOR WORK VALUED BY SOCIETY. SHE POINTS 

OUT THAT THE FRUSTRATION OF THE ABLE, VIGOROUS WOMAN'S VOCA­

TIONAL DRIVES HAS LED TO THE CREATION OF SEX-OBSESSED WIVES 

WHOSE DEMAM)S CANNOT BE FULFILLED BY THEIR HUSBANDS. SHE TRACES 

THE GROWTH OF SERIOUS CHILDHOOD NEUROSES TO MOTHERS WHO HAVE 

GIVEN UP "PERSONAL IDENTITY" TO L IV E  VICARIOUSLY THROUGH THEIR 
CHILDREN.



Of  g r e a t e s t  in t e r e s t , h o w e v e r , i s  f/RS. Fr ie d a n ’s  d i s c u s s io n  o f  

Fr e u d ’s  " p e n i s  e n v y "  t h e o r y , p o p u l a r iz e d  by  Ma r y n ia  Fa r w a m  a n d  

Fe r d in a n o  Lu n d berg  in  "MODERN l,\Oi;iAN: THE LOST SEX." Th e  st o r y  

OF HOW a  g e n e r a t io n  OF WOL€N, STANDING ON THE THRESHOLD OF TOTAL 

EMANCIPATION, V/AS BULLIED INTO A RETREAT BACK TO THE VICTORIAN 

IMAGE OF WOMAN AS MAN'S PASSIVE  OBJECT, IS  AS PAINFUL AS IT IS  

REVEALING.

Th e  q u e s t io n  Mr s . Fr ie d a n  d o e s  not  r a i s e , bu t  w h ic h  w il l  a r i s e  

IN  THE m in d s  o f  .«NY LESBIANS, IS  WHETHER OR NOT F B « L E  HOMO­

SEXUALITY MAY R ISE  FROM SOCIAL AS WELL AS PSYCHIC CAUSES. IS  IT 

POSSIBLE THAT SOME WOMEN TURN TO HOMOSEXUALITY AS AN ESCAPE FROM 

BEING CAST INTO A SOCIAL STEREOTYPE WHICH DEGRADES THEIR IN D IV ID ­

UALITY AND L IM IT S  THEIR ACT IV ITY  AT THE POINT WHERE IT MAY BEGIN 

TO WAKE AN IMPACT ON THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE HOME?

ivRs. Fr ie d a n  s u p p o r t s  & £ ,  OE Be a u v o ir ' s  c o n t e n t io n  t h a t  i t  i s

NOT MAN 'S PEN IS VWDMAN ENV IES, BUT H IS  POWER. SHE BELIEVES THAT 

A WOMAN SHOULD BE ABLE TO LOVE A MAN, BEAR CHILDREN AND YET FULLY 

FUNCTION AS A SELF-MOTIVATED, SELF-REALIZED  HUfWAN BEING, YET,
SHE SHOWS HOW UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, WITH ALL OF SOCIETY 

(EDUCATORS INCLLDEO) COMM ITED TO A gpuRIOUS IMAGE OF FEM IN IN ITY , 

IT IS  ALjVOST IMPOSSIBLE. CNLY THE MOST GIFTED WOMEN ARE ABLE TO 

BREAK THROUGH THE "MYSTIQUE,"

MOST WOMEN ARE CONFRONTEO WITH AN UGLY CHOICE TODAY: ACCEPT THE

TRAP OF THE FALSE If.'AGE OF FEM IN IN ITY  OR BATTl E F IERCELY  AGAINST 

IT . THE BATTLE WASTES A WOMAN'S BEST YEARS AND MAY END IN OTHER 

TRAPS -  REJECTION OF SEXUAL FULFILLMENT OR AN IRRESOLUTE AND 

THEREFORE UNSATISFACTORY LESBIANISM.

Th e  q u e s t io n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  v.h e t h e r  or  not  women w il l  b e  a b l e  

TO throw  o f f  t h e  new  s h a c k l e s  t h e y  h a v e  ACCEPTED DURING THE PAST 

TWO OR THREE DECADES. IF THEY DO, WHAT A DIFFERENCE IT MAY MAKE 

TO SOCIETY AND TO THE L IV ES  OF SO MANY.'

-  REVIEWED BY NOLA

In  LOS An g e l e s , THE LADDER i s  on s a l e  a t  ONE, In c ., 22J6 Ve n i c e  

BLVD., OR CALL 755-5252 FOR THE NEAREST NEWSSTA^D SELLING  IT .
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Male Impersonation on the Stage 

A  Brief Survey of Its Past

by Rober t  L l e c h t l

C o n c lu s io n  -  P a r t  Two o f  two p a r t s

A no te d  male im p e r s o n a t o r ,  C h a r l o t t e  Cushman, now a lm os t  
f o r g o t t e n ,  was one of  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  American a c t r e s s e s .  
Sh'4 was a s i n g e r  in  h e r  e a r l y  days ;  when he r  vo ic e  
f a i l e d  i n  1835,  she t u r n e d  t o  t h e  drama and ap p e ar ed  
wi th  many of t h e  n o te d  Shakespea rean a c t o r s  of t h e  t i m e ,  
l ih i l e  Miss Cushman would a p p e a r  in  the  u s u a l  f e m i n in e  
p a r t s ,  she would not  h e s i t a t e  t o  p e r f o rm  in  male r o l e s  

* if  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f .  P l a y i n g  a v a r i e t y  
of p a r t s  w i th  Edwin Booth,  C ha r l e s  Kean, Maeready and 
F o r r e s t ,  C h a r l o t t e  Cushman's mala pe r fo rmances  in c l u d e d  
th o se  of C a rd i n a l  Wolsey in  "Henry V I I I " ,  Romeo, Macbeth,  
Claude Melno t t e  in  "The Lady of Lyons" ,  Goner i l  i n  "King 
L ea r" ,  Oberon and a number of b ree che s  p a r t s  in  l e s s e r  
p l a y s ,  such as  Henry in  "Speed t h e  Plough" and F a l v o n i  
i n  "Mat teo F a lc o n " .  An e x t r a o r d i n a r y  woman w i th  a g r e a t  
love f o r  he r  s i s t e r ,  C h a r l o t t e  Cushman s a i d  she p la yed  
male p a r t s  t o  enab le  h e r  a c t r e s s  s i s t e r  to  s t a r  in  the  
g r e a t  r o l e s .  Her i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  Romeo was s a i d  by 
Stang  t o  be so  e f f e c t i v e  t h a t  many c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t he  
g r e a t e s t  Romeo they had e v e r  seen .  C h a r l o t t e  Cushman's 
Ca rd i na l  I c l s e y  in New York i n  September  1857 was a c ­
c la imed  as t h e  only s u c c e s s f u l  im p e r so n a t i o n  by a woman 
of  the r o l e .  Of h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  such c r i t i c s  as  
Wi l l iam V/inter and Henry A us t i n  Clapp were h e r  a d m i r e r s .  
Lawrence Hutton  p r a i s e d  both h e r  Wolsey and t h e  e a r n e s t -  

iness  w i t h  which she p la y ed  Claude M e l n o t t e .  A c l o se  
r ^ e m b l a n c e  was seen by Margare t  Mering ton between 
C h a r l o t t e  Cushman and Rosa Bonheur,  t he  p a i n t e r .  W r i t in g  
in  a  t h e a t e r  magazine,  Merington fo und  in  b o th  a d e f i n i t e  
m a s c u l i n i t y  t empered by e n d e a r i n g  f em i n i n e  q u a l i t i e s .
Both England and America saw C h a r l o t t e  Cushman on t h e i r  
s t a g e s .  Her a c t i n g  c a r e e r  l a s t e d  some f o r t y  y e a r s  and 
i n  1 3 1 5  she was e l e c t e d  to  t h e  H a l l  of Fame, e s t a b l i s h e d  
by New York U n i v e r s i t y  t o  honor  Americans f o r  t h e i r  
a c ie v em e n ts .  A C h a r l o t t e  Cushman Club e x i s t s  in  P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a  tod ay  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  he r  name and h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .

As the  I n t e r e s t  in  b reeches  p a r t s  waned and t a s t e s  of 
p l a y w r i g h t s  t u r n e d  to  more sober  s u b j e c t s ,  male imper ­
s o n a t i o n  l a n g u i s h e d ,  t o  be t a k e n  up by the  music h a l l  
and v a u d e v i l l e  p e r f o rm er s  of England and America.  In 
v a r i e t y  s t a g e ' s  l o n g  h i s t o r y  t h e r e  have been many male 
i m p e r s o n a t o r s ,  but  none g r e a t e r  tha n  Vesta T i l l e y .  A 
r e i g n i n g  s t a r  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  she 
only l e f t  t h e  s t a g e  a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  of he r  husband.  
Lord DeFrece.  Miss T i l l e y  was as  much a p e r f e c t i o n i s t  
a s  J u l i a n  E l t i n g e  was on t h e  male s i d e ;  she s e t  f a s h i o n s  
wi th h e r  man-about- town c l o t h e s ,  and he r  c h a r a c t e r i z a ­
t i o n s  of  o f f i c e r s ,  s a i l o r s ,  and pol lcemeni  v a r i e d  no t  a 
b i t  f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  Her songs  were w r i t t e n  f o r  he r  
by h e r  husband and o t h e r  wel l -known Eng li sh  song w r i t e r s ;  
t h e y  were c l e v e r ,  s a t i r i c a l  im p re ss io n s  of the  people  
she i m p e r so n a t e d .  The dandy numbers were t a k e - o f f s  on 
t h e  dudes who f r e q u e n t e d  P i c a d i l l y  b e f o r e  World War I 
and who were a l s o  s a t i r i z e d  by George Leybourne in  h i s  
a c t  of t h e  L ions  Comiques.

Ves t a  T i l l e y  n ev er  came out  to  o f fend .  Her ske tches  
were warm, k i n d l y ,  and n o s t a l g i c .  They were c l o s e  to 
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and the y  were c l o se  t o  the  aud ie nc e .  I f  
she Jibed^ a t  t h e  sham s w e l l s  of L e i c e s t e r  Square ,  th e r e  
was a  b i t  of  t e n d e r n e s s  in  i t  t o o .  She sang o f  "The 
S eas ide  Sul to n .  H e ' s  the  Monarch of  t h e  P i e r ,  On the 
Beach he i s  th e  Shah, On th e  Promenade t h e  Czar ,  All  the 
Lad les  in  h i s  Company w i l l  l u r k .  I t ' s  an Awful Blow,
When he has to  go-.—Back to  Work". There were songs 
abou t  " P i c a d i l l y  Johnny wi th  the  l i t t l e  g l a s s  eye" and 
a s o l d i e r  in  h o s p i t a l  blue  who c r i e d ,  " I 'm  t r e a t e d  l i k e  
a  l o n g - l o s t  son .  When the y  b a t h e  my brow with sponges .
And f e e d  me on Blank Monges, Then I 'm g l a d  I ' v e  g o t  t h i s  
b i t  of  a B l i g h t y  One!" Or  of the Midnight  Son: "You 
n e e d n ' t  go t r o t t i n g  t o  Norway, Y o u ' l l  f i n d  him in  eve ry  
doorway.  Y o u ' l l  see him i n  h i s  g l o r y ,  i f  y o u ' l l  only 
t a k e  a r u n ,  Down t h e  S t r a n d ,  t h a t ' s  t he  l a n d  of  t h e  
Midnight  Son. "  There was a  B u r l i n g t o n  B e r t i e  b e f o r e  
E l l a  S h i e l d s '  famous one,  and a Bold M i l i t i a m a n ,  and a 
s o l d i e r  in  t h e  t r e n c h e s  who s i g h e d ,  " I ' d  l i k e  to  t i c k l e  
a  saucy lamb.  But a l l  I  t i c k l e  i s  T i c k l e r ' s  Jam, Oh, 
London,  where a r e  yo u r  g i r l s  t o n i g h t ! "  V es t a  T i l l e y — 
who to p p e d  t h e  b i l l s  w her eve r  she p l a y e d ,  who could come 
o u t  i n  a p e a r l  g re y  f r o c k  c o a t  s u i t ,  ca n e ,  and s i l k  h a t ,  
or i m i t a t e  t h e  m a r t i a l  s t r u t  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  or  t h e  r o l l



of t h e  s a i l o r  i n  o t h e r  numbers— s e t  th e  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  
male im p e r s o n a t o r ,  f o r  none who i m i t a t e d  h e r  q u i t e  had 
he r  s k i l l ,  he r  v i t a l i t y ,  h e r  charm.  Prom 1878 t o  I 920 
h er  c a r e e r  r an  and i t  n ev e r  r e a l l y  ended f o r  i t  l i v e d  on 
i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of t h o s e  who saw and loved h e r .

And t h e r e  were E l l a  S h i e l d s  w i th  h e r  B u r l i n g t o n  B e r t i e  
from Bow, Besslei, B o n e h l l l ,  and B e s s ie  Bel lwood— a l l  
co n t em po ra r i e s  o f  "our  Vesta"  a s  she was known,« and a l l  
music h a l l  male i m p e r s o n a t o r s .  There were a l so M i l l i e  
Hyl ton who sang "The Rowdy-Dowdy Boys" and H e t t y  King 
who c r i e d  " I 'm  A f ra id  t 0 go Home in  t h e  Dark" and Jenny 
H i l l ,  b i l l e d  as "The V i t a l  Spark" ,  s i n g i n g  Har ry  and 
being  H ar ry  on s t a g e .  I t  was h e r  h i t  number.  Over he re  
in  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  we had K a t h l ee n  C l i f f o r d ,  r evue  
and v a u d e v i l l e  s t a r ,  s i n g i n g  "Put  on Lo ts  of  S t y l e " ;  
V en i t a  Gould wi th  he r  i m p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  s t a r s  b o t h  
male and female of t h e  day;  K i t t y  Doner ,  of Ted and  K i t t y  
Doner,  one of  t h e  to p  a c t s  in v a u d e v i l l e ,  danc ing  and 
s i n g i n g  in  t o p  h a t  and t a i l s ;  and C i s s i e  L o f t u s ,  who 
wound up he r  c a r e e r  as a competent  a c t r e s s  on the  l e g i t ­
ima te s tage a f t e r  y e a r s  of t r o u p i n g  t h e  t w o - a - d a y  as  an 
i m p r e s s i o n i s t .  And names l i k e  E l l a  Wesner, K i t t y  
Bingham, T ru ly ,  and  D e l l a  Pox s t a n d  o u t  in  a long  l i s t  
of  American and E ng l i s h  male i m p e r so n a to r s  of  v a r i e t y  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  They were a l l  good male mimics i n  t h e i r  
own i n d i v i d u a l  ways ,  some in  t o p  h a t s  and ca n e s ,  o t h e r s  
i n  c h a r a c t e r  s t u d i e s  and cos tumes ,  and  a few who changed 
t h e i r  vo ic es  f o r  b r i e f  bu t  t e l l i n g  c a r i c a t u r e s .

V/ith th e  end of v a u d e v i l l e  in  America and the g r ad u a l  
d e c l i n e  of t h e  music h a l l  i n  Eng land,  the male im pe r so n a­
t o r ,  l i k e  the f emale  i m p e r s o n a t o r ,  had no p l a c e  t o  p r a c ­
t i c e  he r  a r t  but  i n  th e  n ig h t  c l u b s ,  one-man shows,  
t e l e v i s i o n  pe r f o rm an ce s  and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  r e v u e .  The 
o ld e r  pe r f o rm ers  r e t i r e d ,  and excep t  f o r  t h e  r a r e  a p p e a r ­
ances  of  E l l a  S h ie ld s  and P l o r r i e  La Vere i n  t h e  n ig h t  
c l u b s  of  t h i s  co u n t r y  u n t i l  t h e i r  p a s s i n g ,  t h e  a r t  o f  
male i m p e r s o n a t i o n  as  i t  was i n  i t s  heyday had d i s a p ­
pe a r e d ,  V/hat remains toda y  of a c o n t i n u i n g  n a t u r e  a re  
t h e  annual  pantomime shows g ive n  a t  Ch r i s t m as t i m e  i n  
England ,  the c h i e f  r o l e s  of which a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
t a k e n  by women, ap p e a r in g  as men. The p a r t  of  t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  Boy i s  p layed  by a  well -known a c t r e s s ,  and t h e  
f emale  r o l e  of  t h e  Dame by a mala a c t o r ,  i n  a g e n e r a l l y

rowdy comic s t y l e .  These e l a b o r a t e  shows, f o r  y e a r s  t h e  
g r e a t  d e l i g h t  o f  th e  young and  t h e  young a t  h e a r t ,  a 
oomblnat lon o f  f a i r y  t a l e  and r e v u e ,  r emain  t h e  l a s t  
s t r o n g h o ld  of  male and f em a le  imp e rs o na t i on  in  the 
t h e a t e r .  With f e w e r  such shows p lanned,  men p l a y in g  
P r i n c i p a l  Boy r o l e s ,  and many r e v u e s  t a k i n g  t o  the  l o e ,  
one wonders  how long b e f o r e  i t s  end.  S ure ly  i t  w i l l  
t a k e  an o t he r  B e r n h a r d t ,  a n o t h e r  Garden,  or  a new Vesta 
T i l l e y  to  r e v iv e  t h e  a r t  of  male imp e rs o na t i on  t o  i t s  
fo rmer  g l o r i e s .  May t h a t  day come soon,  t o  d e l i g h t  the 
p u b l i c  as i t  once did in  such a f u l l  and f l owing  measure 
o f  Joy i n  t h e  r ea lm of  man' s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s .

CROSS CURRENTS

iVOMAN, THE EVER-ELUSIVE, WAS AMBITIOUSLY EXPLORED IN A 3-DAY 

SYMPOSILW IN LATE JANUARY AT THE UNIV. OF CALIFO RN IA 'S MEDICAL 

CENTER IN Sa n  Fr a n c is c o . En t it l e d  "Ma n  a n d  C i v i l i z a t i o n : Th e  

Po t e n t ia l  o f  viüman, "  t h e  s y m p o s iu m  d rew  l e a d e r s  in  t h e  a r t s ,

FINANCE AND GOVERNliiENT, AS WELL AS EXPERTS IN ANTHROPOLOGY, 

PSYCHOLOGY AND THE MEDICAL SCIENCES. CNE CENTRAL IDEA EMERGED 

FROM THESE D ISCLSSIO N S: THAT WOMEN'S POTENTIAL AS HUilAN BEINGS 

IS  DEMEANED AND L IM ITED  BY ARBITRARY ASSIGNMENT OF SOCIAL ROLES.

S p a c e  p e r i.i i t s  o n ly  a  few  b r ie f  q u o t es  h e r e :

. . .D r . Et h e l  m . A l b e r t , a n t h r o p o l o g is t , d e s c r ib e d  o th er  c u l t u r e s '

D IFFERING  CONCEPTS OF MASCULINE AGGRESSIVENESS. "NOW I DO NOT 

KNOW WHICH VERSION IS  'B IOLOG ICALLY ' TRUE. PERHAPS SOCIAL EXPEC­

TATIONS WORK ON NATURE'S ENDOWMENT, WHICH IS  PROBABLY VARIABLE 

TO BEGIN WITH, SO THAT SOME GROW LP HOT, SOME GROW UP COLD, AND 

THOSE FARE BEST WHOSE BIOLOGY IS  IN HARMONY WITH THE PREVAILING 

SOCIO-CULTURAL NOTIONS ABOUT WHAT IS  NATURAL."

.. .M a r y a  Ma n n e s , au th o r  an d  C R IT IC : "T h a t  t h e  word ' s in g l e  

WOMAN' OR ' s p i n s t e r '  SHOULD IMPLY INFERIOR WORTH OR USEFULNESS 

IS  ONLY ONE OF THE DAfMGING BY-PRODUCTS OF OUR PRESENT CONSUMER- 

BASED, SECURITY-MAD DOMESTIC PATTERN."

. . .D r . Edmund Ov e r s t r e e t , g y n e c o l o g is t , c o m m en t in g  on t h e  d i f ­

f ic u l t y  OF DISTINGUISHING  "INHERENT BIOLOGICAL MAKE-UP" FROM 

"IMPOSED SOCIAL CUSTOM": "FROM THE TIME OF THE F IR ST  HAIRCUT,

OUR CULTURE PRODUCES AN APPARENT STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCE THE 

BETTER TO IDENTIFY THE POTENTIAL V«1AN AND THE POTENTIAL MAN,"



. . .D r , El e a n o r  Ma c o b y , a s s o c ia t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  p s y c h o l o g y , a f Tc R 

C ITING STUDIES WHICH TEM) TO SHOW THAT THE SO-CALLED MASCULINE 

QUALITY OF ANALYTIC A B IL IT Y  MAY BE RELATED LESS TO SEX THAN OVER- 

PROTECTION OF G IRLS IN CHILDHOOD: "COULD VIE NOT ACCEPT AND EN­

COURAGE THE ACTIVE, DOivlINANT, INDEPENDENT Q UALIT IES OF THE INTEL­

LECTUAL G IRL W/1THOUT LABEL ING HER AS MASCULINE? '

...AND AGAIN AUTHOR MARYA tviANNES: " I T  TAKES COURAGE TO KNOW WHAT

YOU ARE— AND TO BE ViHAT YOU ARE."

An  ANT I-HOMOSEXUAL CAMPAIGN IS  ON IN THE V IRG IN  ISLANDS, SPURRED 

BY THE FATAL KNIFING EARLY IN JANUARY OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF

COMMERCE J . Sh e l d o n  n u l t y . Th i s  m u r d e r , su r r o u n d e d  w it h  homo­

s e x u a l  OVERTONES, IS  A BONE IN THE GOVERNMENT’S THROAT, THOUGH 

NULTY V/AS PRESLIMBLY AN ADULT, GOV. RALPH PA IB W N SK Y 'S  O FF IC IA L  

a n no u n cem en t  SA ID  "THE PUBLIC INTEREST REQUIRED THAT OUR CHILDREN 

BE PROTECTED FROM THE SPREAD OF HOMOSEXUAL PRACTICES." THE AD­

MINISTRATION CLAIMS THE ENTIRE HOMOSEXUAL PROBLEM HAS BEEN CAUSED 

BY NEWCOMERS, YET AMONG THE SUSPECTS BEING HARRASSED UTCER THE 

NEIV POLICY ARE MANY LONG-TERN RESIDFJMTS OF THE ISLANDS.

Magazine Review; the furtive fraternity

I s  hon es t  and oourageous .  As an expose i t  i s  f a i r  and 
J u s t  i n  t h a t  i t  d e a l s  not  only wi th  the  homosexual  e l e ­
ment in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  but  a l s o  mlth t h e  a t t a o k i n g  f o r c e s .

Vie accuse  t h e  a r t i c l e  o f  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m  because of i t s  
b l a t a n t  and u n n e c e s sa r y  (we f e e l )  p u b l i c a t i o n  of the 

\ names and a d d r e s s e s  of gay b a r s  and  o t h e r  g a t h e r i n g  
¿ .p laces  in P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The f u r o r  accompanying t h e  ap­

pea rance  of  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  p r o o f  enough.  The few news­
d e a l e r s  who hand le  t h i s  magazine (and i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n )  s o l d  out on t h e  day o f  i s s u e .  
One newsdea le r  t o l d  t h i s  r e p o r t e r  t h a t  he had had n e a r l y  
one hundred r e q u e s t s  i n  one day f o r  th i s  copy.  Now we 
h e a r  rumors  of l a w s u i t s  pend ing a g a i n s t  the  magazine by 
some of th e  ba rs  mentioned i n  the  a r t i c l e .  L a s t l y ,  we 
r e p o r t  t h a t  one of the young women I n te r v ie w e d  by Mr. 
Ponzl f o r  h i s  a r t i c l e  was sub se qu en t l y  rewarded wi th  a 
punch i n  t h e  nose b y  a n  employee of one of th es e  b a r s .  
Thus th e  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m  c a n no t  be d e n i e d .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  " F u r t i v e  F r a t e r n i t y "  g i v e s  an a c c u r a t e  p i c ­
t u r e  of  t h e  more obvious a s p e c t s  of P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  gay 
community.  I t  endeavors  t o  lo ok  at  the  f a c t s  from many 
a n g l e s .  I f  i t  emphasizes  t h e  more ov e r t  e l emen t ,  t h i s  i s  
on ly  because t h i s  el ement  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s tudy,  
Mr. Fonzl g r a n t s  t h a t  a  l a rg e  pe rc en ta g e  of homosexuals  
l i v e  q u i e t  and normal l i v e s  a p a r t  from p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g  
p l a c e s ,  We cannot  c r i t i c i z e  him f o r  no t  lo ok i ng  f u r t h e r  
i n t o  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  f o r  even a hom osexua l ' s  heme i s  h i s  
c a s t l e .  Now t o  t h e  most p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t .

G r e a t e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  "The Magazine f o r  E x e c u t i v e s , "  
p u b l i s h e d  in  i t s  December i s su e  a s  a lead a r t i c l e ,  "The 
F u r t i v e  F r a t e r n i t y " . . . a n  expose of  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  homo­
sexu a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  dubbing i t  "a  s t r a n g e  t w i l i g h t  l i f e . "

Tie use  the  word "e xpose"  d e l i b e r a t e l y .  Because even 
though G r e a t e r  Ph i l a d e I p h i a ' s p u b l i s h e r  D. H e r b e r t  L ip -  
son has w r i t t e n  t h a t  such an a r t i c l e  would n e c e s s a r i l y  
have t o  be hand led  "wi th s e n s i t i v i t y  a n d  I n s l  ^ t ,  devoid 
o f  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m , "  th e  a r t i c l e  does no t  who ly  comply.

We do n o t  complain o f  l a ck  o f  sympathy .  The p i e c e  i s  
s u r e l y  more ^ m p a t h e t i o  tha n  we might have e x p e c t e d .  I t

We commend t h e  a r t i c l e  f o r  i t s  courage i n  exp os ing  the 
shock ing p o l i c e  methods too  o f t e n  used  a g a i n s t  homo­
s e x u a l s .  Mr. Fonzl d e s c r i b e s  i n  d e t a i l  a  c l e a r  case of 
ent rapment  by t h e  p o l i c e .  Edwin (a pseudonym) i s  e n t i c e d  
by a p l a l n - c l o t h e  scan  in  a movie house .  Vihen he f i n a l l y  
r e s p o n d s ,  he i s  p l a ce d  un d er  a r r e s t .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  he i s  
f u r t h e r  v i c t i m i z e d  by t h e  bondsman and lawyer who o f f e r  
t h e i r  " s e r v i o e s "  to him. We g r a t e f u l l y  r e p o r t  the  o u t ­
come of t h i s  a c t u a l  ca se ,  as  i t  has ev o l v e d  s inc e  the 
appea rance  of the a r t i c l e .  With the  help of a member of 
The Janus  S o c i e ty  of  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a  group d e d i c a t e d  to 
h e l p i n g  t h e  homophi l e,  Edwin was a b l e  t o  engage a second 
l a wyer .  He has  s u b se qu en t l y  been a c q u i t t e d  of  the charge 
of  s o l i c i t i n g .



By I m p l i c a t i o n  (bu t  by i m p l i c a t i o n  o n l y ,  a la s )  t h i s  case 
r eminds  the  r e a d e r  t h a t  se x  i s  a p r i v a t e  a f f a i r ;  i t  r e ­
minds the homosexual  t h a t  he ca nn o t  be a c c u s e d  of immoral  
b e h a v io r  i f  he r e f r a i n s  f rom s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  p u b l i c  
p l a c e s ;  and i t  r eminds  t h e  l aw-e nfo rce men t  o f f i c e r  t h a t  
any c i t i z e n  has  t h e  r i g h t  to be i n  any  p u b l i c  p l a c e  
r e g a r d l e s s  of h i s  sexual  o r i e n t a t i o n .

But c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  ex t r em el y  long l e n g th  of t h e  a r t i c l e ,  
we c a nn o t  avo i d  the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  Mr. Ponzl has  spun out 
t h i s  p ie ce  to  t h e  p o i n t  of w e a r i n e s s .  His accoun t  o f  an 
i n t e r v i e w  with members o f^ t h e  Ja n us  S oc ie ty  I s  u n nec es ­
s a r i l y  d e t a i l e d .  Somewhat s u p e r f l u o u s  too  were t h e  c o n ­
v e r s â t  ion s w i t h  t h e  b a r  h a b i t u e s  f o r  the sake of co lor  
and a u t h e n t i c i t y ,

"Homosexuals a r e  s i c k , "  Mr. Fonzl  co n c lu d e s ,  d e f t l y  and 
a l l - t o o - t r l t e l y  r e p l a c i n g  th e  s in  c o n c e p t  w i t h  t h e  sick 
c o n c e p t .  "Very few of  them deny i t , "  he goes  on.  Since 
no f i g u r e s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of homosexuals 

"who c o n s i d e r  th e m s e l v e s  s i c k ,  we f e e l  t h i s  i s  a com ple te ­
l y  d e b a ta b le  s t a t e m e n t .  The p a r a g r a p h s  t h a t  f o l l o w  t h i s  
Judgement do l i t t l e  to  c l a r i f y  i t .  They c o n t a i n  d e t a i l s  
on group t h e r a p y  s e s s i o n s  des igned  f o r  sex  c r i m i n a l s .
The p r e c i s e  e f f e c t ,  or the h o p e d - f o r  e f f e c t ,  of t h i s  
group t h e r a p y  on i t s  homosexual  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  n o t  made 
c l e a r .  But more i m p o r t a n t ,  we a r e  l e f t  wonder ing e x a c t ­
l y  what  forms o f  b e h a v io r  by a homosexual  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
h i s  b e i ng  p la ce d  i n  g r oup  t h e r a p y  f o r  sex  c r i m i n a l s .
Where i s  t h e  l i n e  drawn? This q u e s t i o n  goes unanswered .

C e r t a i n l y  many homosexuals a r e  e m o t i o n a l l y  i l l .  But so 
a re  many h e t e r o s e x u a l s .  What Mr. Ponzi  seems t o  have 
miss ed  a l t o g e t h e r  i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  " s i c k n e s s "  d o es  not  
have so much t o  do w i t h  t h e  se xu a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a s  i t  
does w i th  the  f a i l u r e  to  a d j u s t  t o  i t .

As a r e p o r t  on ho mo se xu a l i ty  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  we would 
c l a s s i f y  "The Pur t iVs  F r a t e r n i t y "  much i n  t h e  same c a t ­
egory wi th  "The S ix th  Man" by J e s s  S t e a m .  We a r e  l e f t  
w i t h  th e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  b o t h  w r i t e r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  and 
sy m p a t h e t i c ,  b u t  f a r  too u n l e a r n e d  and new t o  t h e  tom- 
p l e x  s u b j e c t  on which th e y  have chosen t o  w r i t e .

-  Jody Sho twe l l

Take A Good Look

a s t o r y  by NOLA

"Look i n  t h e  m i r r o r  and see the ba bv l"

Yes,  look  a t  Baby S t e v i e . , . s e e  those  wonder ing  b lack 
eye s  and  plump c h e e k s .  Whose p a l e  l i p s  s o f t l y  b rush 
t h a t  p r e t t y  p in k  cheek?

Why i t ' s  C a r o l l  Your Aunt C a r o l ,  whom you've  ne ve r  seen 
b e fo re  and may n ev er  s e e  a g a i n .  See he r  l a r g e ,  s t rong  
hands hold y o u . . . o h ,  i t ' s  he r  nose y o u ' r e  a f t e r j

Yes,  Baby,  l e t ' s  l ose  o u r s e l v e s  in  t h i s  ugly g i l t - f r a m e d  
m i r r o r  above th e  f ake f i r e p l a c e  and sh u t  out t h e  awful  
c r i e s  and sobs we h e a r  i n  t h i s  house.  No t e a r s  f o r  usl  
You only c r y  when you a r e  uncomfor tab le  -  and Caro l ,  
Aunt ie  C a ro l ,  has no t e a r s  l e f t .  She shed her  l a s t  ones 
i n  t h i s  room s i x  y e a r s  ag o .

Only d e a t h  cou ld  have b rought  your Aunt Carol  back t o  
t h i s  room. Your Grandma i s  gone,  Punny Pace,  and t h a t ' s  
why I 'm  h o ld ing  you.  Oh, d o n ' t  l ook  too  deep ly  i n t o  the  
m i r r o r .  Images from the  p a s t  could be f r o z e n  in  t h e r e .

Images from t h e  p a s t . . . d o  the y  s t a y  looked i n s i d e  t h e r e ?  
Or do the y  s imp ly  fade from t h e  s i l v e r e d  s u r f a c e  as  
though the y  had never  been?

No -  i t ' s  t h e r e ,  I  can se e  I t J  D on ' t  l ook ,  S t e v i e ,  
i t ' s  t o o  f r i g h t e n i n g . '  But i t  f a s c i n a t e s  you,  d o e s n ' t  
i t ?  Yes,  i t ' s  a man i n  a r a g e ,  shaking w i t h  f u r y .  You 
d o n ' t  r e c o g n iz e  your  Grandpa,  do you my d a r l i n g ?  How 
could you? Has he e v e r  s to o d  above you w i t h  both arms 
r a i s e d ,  f i s t s  c l en c h ed ,  f a c e  t w i s t e d  wi th l o a t h i n g ?

And wh 0 i s  t he  t a l l ,  d a r k  g i r l  who s t a nd s  be fo re  him 
t r e m b l i n g ,  he r  own f i s t s  c l e n c h e d  a t  h e r  s i d e s ?  '^hy 
i t ' s  your  Aunt C a ro l ,  You can t e l l  by her  l a rge  hands 
• «• too  s t r o n g  f o r  a  woman' s,  too s o f t  f o r  a  m a n ' s , , , .



H and s» . .you  must be c a r e f u l  about  hands .  Ba by , , , now you 
Ban r ea ch  f o r  what you wan t ,  but  l a t e r , , , b e  c a r e f u l .
Mine r e a c h e d  for  a woman, i n  love .  And t h a t  was v e r y  bad.

That  i s  why your  Orandpa s t a n d s  above your  Aunt C a r o l ,  
shak ing  h i s  f i s t s ,  and your  Grandma i s  c r y i n g  and t r y i n g  
v a i n l y  t o  g r a b  one of h i s  arms .  Grandma i s  a n g r y  a t  
Caro l  t o o ,  b u t  she d o e s n ' t  want  h e r  t o  be h u r t .

And lo o k .  Baby -  look  j u s t  p a s t  t h e  h id e o us  f l o w er ed  
w a l l p a p e r  t o  where the  bedroom door  i s  open J u s t  a b i t .
See the  g i r l  p e e r i n g  ou t  ivl th  wide,  f r i g h t e n e d  eyes a s  
black as y o u r s .  Why i t ' s  J e nny ,  your  own Mommy, d a r l i n g  
. . . s w e e t  and p r e t t y  even w i t h  her  h a i r  in  p i n  c u r l s .
But how f r i g h t e n e d  she i s j  She i s  on ly  14 and she 
d o e s n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d .

Oh, how her  mouth widen s  i n  h o r r o r  and how she f l i n g s  
open t h e  door and r u s h e s  i n t o  t h e  room and th r o w s  h e r s e l f  
a g a i n s t  Grandpa,  deep e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  t o  g rab  h i s  o the r  
hand .

But t h e  blow f a l l s .  Carol  seems p a r a l y z e d .  Perhaps  she 
wants t o  d i e .  She i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r e c o i l s  a  second b e f o r e  
th e  blow g e t s  her  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  head.  She sways a 
moment . , , w i l l  she f a l l ?  Je nny  r u s h e s  to he r  and  g r a b s  
h e r  and  f a l l s  sobb ing  a g a i n s t  h e r  s h o u l d e r .  I t  i s  
Grandpa who c o l l a p s e s .  He d r o ps  i n t o  h i s  c h a i r  and 
cove rs  h i s  f a c e  and h i s  s h o u l d e r s  h ea v e .

You see ,  he i s  s o r r y .  He i s n ' t  a  bad  man, S t e v i e .  Ho 
i s  a good man t r y i n g  to  do what  i s  r i g h t .  He knows r i g h t  
and wrong .  A woman's hand m u s t n ' t  t o u c h  a n o t h e r  woman 
i n  lo ve .  But i f  t h e y  do? Li fe  i s  s t r a n g e ,  you s e e . , . .

And now you know a l o t » . . l o o k  d ee per  i n t o  t h e  m i r r o r . »  • 
look  c l o s e ,  r i g h t  i n t o  th e  b la c k  p u p i l s  of  my eyes u n t i l  
you see an o t h e r  m i r r o r  i n  a n o t h e r  room.

Does t h i s  room look  poo r  and b a r e  to  you .  Swe e th ea r t ?  
T h a t ' s  Ju s t  because you a re  used t o  f l ow ere d  w a l l p a p e r  
and k n ic k - k n a c k s  a l l  around t  he room. Here the  pu re  
whi te  w a l l  i s  b roken  o n l y  b y  th e  brown ca r v in g  you see 
han g ing  t o  the l e f t  of t h e  be d .  I t  i s  a S p an i s h  wood 
c a r v i n g  of S t .  Theresa of A y i l a .  That ,  and t t e  l i t t l e

b lu e  bowl f i l l e d  w i t h  g o ld e n  J o n q u i l s  on th e  t a b le  nea r  
t h e  bed,  a re  th e  on ly  d e c o r a t i o n s  you can s e e .

Who i s  t h a t ,  who su dd en ly  ap p e a r s  i n  t h i s  mi r r o r?  Not 
C a r o l . . . n o ,  i t ' s  Ma r ian .  There she i s ,  S t e v i e ,  your 
only chance t o  meet h e r  -  e v i l  I n c a r n a t e  in  a white 
t e n n i s  d r e s s ,  swing ing  a  t e n n i s  r a c q u e t .

My how e v i l  f l o u r i s h e s . '  See th e  sunshine g l i t t e r i n g  out 
of  he r  h a i r  a s  she  r u n s  t h e  oomb through  i t .  How her  
s t r o n g ,  w h i t e  t e e t h  f l a s h  in  the  t anned  f a c e  a s  she 
c h a t t e r s  and laugh s i

And h e r e  comes Caro l  -  a l l  d r e s s e d  f o r  t e n n i s  t o o .  She 
g r a b s  M a r i a n ' s  f a c e  between  her  hands and b r in g s  her  own 
c l o s e  to  i t . . . .

Oh, my swee t  l i t t l e  nephew, I  w o u l d n ' t  kid you.  This 
nay be our  l a s t  meet ing .  Only th e  t r u t h  w i l l  do.  I t  
i s n ' t  a l l  k i s s e s  and f l o w e r s  and  sunshine and t e n n i s .
What l i f e  can be  t f i a t  way? Only I  wanted you t o  v i s i t  
u s  and see us a t  our  b e s t ,  so t h a t  i f  you n o t i c e  a ftinny 
look  on t h e i r  f a c e s  sometimes when they men tion  Aunt 
Ca ro l  you w o n ' t  t h i n k  of something black and ugly and 
f r i g h t e n i n g  .

Enough of m l r r o r - g a z l n g t  Here comes your Mommy t o  t a k e  
ca re  of you.  No t i ce  how she w o n ' t  look s t r a i g h t  i n t o  my 
ey e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  i s  w i t h . a c cu s a t i  on . She t h i n k s  I  am to 
blame f o r  your  Grandma's  go ing  away so  soon.  She i s  no 
lo n g e r  14,  and now she too knows what  i s  r i g h t  and wrong. 
She t h i n k s  I  am h e a r t l e s s  because I  have no more t e a r s .

Good-bye S t e v i e l  I won ' t  be s e e i ng  you a t  Chr i s tmas ,  
b u t  somet imes  I  may send  you a p r e s e n t .  Don ' t  t e l l  Mommy 
what we saw i n  the m i r r o r  -  bu t  remember i t .

"Take him Je n n y .  My arms a r e  t i r e d , "
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The Hetinsexial CiiDiiiit in the Hinistxial

Or. Harold Greenwauj, addressing the New York Mattachine Society
ON Ja n u a r y  9, 1969, l e c t u r e d  on "T h e  He t e r o s e x u a l  Co m po n en t  in  

t h e  h o m o s e x u a l . "

Dr . Gr een w a ld  c e n t e r e d  h i s  l e c t u r e  aro un d  h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  so m e

HOMOSEXUAL MEN ARE ACTUALLY STRONGLY ATTRACTED TO WOMEN. HE 

SUGGESTED THAT THE SEXUAL IMPULSE MAY HAVE BEEN SO STRONG AT AN 

e a r l y  a g e  in  t h e s e  m e n  THAT THEY BECAME FEARFUL OF THEIR OWN 

SEX NEEDS. Th u s  a  f e a r  o f  women COULD BE ESTABLISHED, LEADING 

A BOY AT AN EARLY AGE ON H IS  JOURNEY TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY.

Dr . Gr een w a ld  p o in t e d  out  t h a t  on e  r e a s o n  why many  women a r e

ATTRACTED TO HOMOSEXUAL MEN IS  THAT THESE MEN WANT TO BE AT­

TRACTIVE TO WOMEN. THEY HAVE SPENT MUCH TIME AND EFFORT LEARN­

ING HOW TO BE GENTLE AND CONSIDERATE WITH WOMEN, AND ALSO HAVE 

LEARNED TO SHARE S IM ILA R  INTERESTS. HE SUGGESTED, TOO, THAT SOME 

e f f e m in a t e  m e n , a s  A RESULT OF AN EARLY NEED TO BE CLOSER TO 

WOMEN, TRY TO BECOf/E "ONE OF THE G IR LS " IN ORDER TO INSURE A 

CLOSENESS. He  DECLARED THAT IF  THERE IS  ANY BIOLOGICAL D IFFER­

ENCE BETWEEN HOMOSEXUALS AND HETEROSEXUALS, IT IS  PROBABLY THAT 

HOMOSEXUALS ARE MORE SEXUAL.

Th e  LECTURER IMPRESSED UPON H IS  AUDIENCE THE FACT THAT HE HAS 

NEITHER MET NOR TREATED ALL THE HOMOSEXUALS THAT E X IST ; THAT 

EACH INDIVIDUAL IS  UNIQUE; AND THAT P E I^ P S  THERE ARE AS MANY 

"CAUSES" OF HOMOSEXUALITY AS THERE ARE HOMOSEXUALS. HE EX­

PRESSED H IS  AMAZEMENT AT THE STRENGTH OF THE SEXUAL IMPULSE AND 

ITS A B IL IT Y  TO ACCOMMODATE TO ¿ 0  MANY DIFFERENT SITUATIONS.

-  Ve r o n ic a  Ca s

(ED IT O R 'S  NOTE: S e e  REPORTER'S LETTER UNDER "READERS RESPOND.")

b i a n c h e  m . b a k e r

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
oEro C0NTP|ttUTl̂ ê c/o 000, 1232 !.\arket jt., 3. F. 2, Calie,

PREVIE"/OF AN INSIGHT INTO HOIvOSEXUALITY-

IF I WERE ASKED WHAT IS  THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, DISCERNING, AMO 

IN MY ESTIMATION ACCURATE INSIGHT INTO MALE HOMOSEXUALITY FROM THE 

VIEWPOINT OF A LAYMAN THAT I HAVE READ TO DATE, I WOULD HIGHLY 

COMMEND THE ARTICLE BY W ILLIAM J .  HELMER, "NEW YORK'S 'f.i I DOLE- 

C LASS ' HOMOSEXUALS" AS APPEARS IN THE MARCH, I963, ISSUE OF HARPER 'S.

AT T H IS  TIME WiE HAVE NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO FORM A PERSONAL 

C R IT IC ISM  OF TH IS  ARTICLE, AND THEREFORE WILL TAKE THE OPPOR­

TUNITY TO OFFER OUR READERS PORTIONS OF A CRITIQUE OFFERREO BY STUART 

HARRIS, PUBLIC ITY DIRECTOR OF H ARPER 'S, SO THAT THEY MAY HAVE AN 

INKLING OF THE CONTENTS THEREIN.

"BECAUSE THEY ARE MUCH CONCERNED WITH THEIR OWN POSITION IN THE 

COMMUNITY, THEY DRAW D IST INCT IONS AMONG THEMSELVES VÍ1ICH ARE TOO 

SUBTLE TO BE REFLECTED IN POLICE RE CORES OR PSYCHIATRIC ST ID IE S  OF 

THE ISOLATED IN D IV ID U A L."

"IIHAT I SAW! AND HEARD OF PARTY L IFE  AND BAR L IF E  LEFT WITH ME THE 

IMPRESSION HOMOSEXUALS, AT LEAST IN THOSE CIRCLES, ARE OFTEN QUITE 

LONELY PEOPLE WHO SURROUND THEtJiSELVES WITH FRIENDS AND STAY CONTIN­

UALLY a m u s e d . S om e  h a v e  v ir t u a l l y  no h e t e r o s e x u a l  f r ie n d s , s e r io u s

INTERESTS OR EVEN OUTSIDE D IVERSIONS, OR LONG-RANGE GOALS, THEY ARE 

CONTENT TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES THROUGH LOW-PAYING VVHITE-COLLAR JOBS, 

AND OTHERWISE ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH THE INTRICACIES OF CLIQUISH, 

COMPETITIVE GAY SO C IETY."

"A  COLORFUL -  BUT NOT NECESSARILY SEXUAL -  EVENT IN THE GAY WORLD IS  

THE 'DRAG PARTY' TO WHICH GUESTS MAY COME DRESSED AS WOMEN. UNLIKE 

GENUINE TRANSVESTITIS/JI, HOWEVER, SUCH MASQUERADING IS  OFTEN DONE AS A 

T IT ILLA T IN G  JOKE, THE IDEA BEING TO DRESS L IKE  A RIDICULOUS PAROOY OF 

THE FBvtALE IN ORDER TO HUMOROUSLY EXAGGERATE ONE 'S PERVERSION,"

’.'\E GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE RELEASE AS OFFERED US BY f.R. STUART

Ha r r i s  on f e b . 28 , a n d  s in c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r s  of  t h is  

COLUMN w il l  a v a i l  THEMSELVES AS A RESULT OF TH IS PREVIEW TO BUY 

THE PiARCH ISSUE OF H ARPER 'S. IN OUR NEXT ISSUE W£ WILL REVIEW 

FROM OUR VIEWPOINT IN HOPES THAT IT WILL ÍWEET THE EYE OF ALL,

REPEAT, ALL, OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS,

-  JAYE BELL, NATIONAL PRESIDENT



" I  WISH TO CHALLENGE DR. GREEfMftLD'S IDEA (EDITOR’S  NOTE: SEE  RE­

PORT ON Pa g e  23 ) t h a t  t h e  sex impulse is  very strong a w  c a n  a c -  

COMI.iODATE i t s e l f  TO MANY SITUATIONS. I CAN BELIEVE IN H IS  POINT 

OF VIEW, BUT I CAN ALSO BELIEVE IN IT S  APPARENT OPPOSITE. I 
SUGGEST THAT THE SEXUAL IMPULSE IS  WEAK AND STRUCTURELESS; THAT 

IT Ts ONLY ONE OF MANY MECHANISMS RESORTED TO, DIRECTED BY, EVEN 

ALLOWED OR DISALLOWED BY MUCH STRONGER, MORE BASIC , MORE ESSEN­

T IA L  EMOTIONAL NEEDS AND D ESIRES.

"CONTINUING IN AVrfARENESS OF WHAT DR. GREENWALD HAS SA ID , A QUES­

TION COMES TO MIND. IF IT IS  SO THAT IN  SOME MEN FEM IN IN ITY  IS  

INDICATIVE OF AN EARLY AND STRONG HETEROSEXUAL NEED TO BE CLOSE 

TO WOMEN, THEN IS  IT NOT ALSO TRUE THAT IN SOME MEN A GREAT 

AMOUNT OF MASCULINITY I S  INDICATIVE OF AN EARLY AND STRONG HOMO­

SEXUAL NEED TO BE CLOSE TO MEN? HAVE SOME VERY MASCULINE MEN 

CHOSEN AND PRACTICED TO BE "ONE OF THE BOYS," BECAUSE THEY WERE 

NOT MANLY AT ALL?

" I N  CLOSING, I WOULD L IKE  TO NOTE THAT DR. GREENWALD D IO  NOT

SPEAK OF Le s b i a n s . Ho w e v e r , d u r in g  h i s  l e c t u r e  I co u ld  no t  h e l p  

r e c a l l in g  how OFTEN I 'V E  HEARD THE MORE MASCULINE LESBIANS SAY, 

";’,HEN I WAS YOUNG I WAS ONE OF THE BOYS. EVEN NOW I GET ALONG 

BETTER WITH MEN. MEN AND I SEEM TO HAVE SOMETHING IN COMMON.’"

-  Ve r o n ic a  Ca s

* * * * ♦

"How a bo u t  so m e  g a y - e t y  in  the ladder? Mo o d s  o f  t r a g e d y , t e n s e

REFLECTION, OR ANGER IMBUE SO MUCH OF THE MATERIAL IN  THE MAGA­

Z IN E. Pr o b a b l y  t h e  l i t t l e  humor  t h e  e d it o r  r e c e iv e s  i s  vjeak or  

b ey o n d  t h e  bo un d s  o f  good  t a s t e , a  good- n a t u r e d  LAUGH AT OUR­

SELVES -  OR EVEN A LIGHT TOUCH TO A SERIOUS SUBJECT -  WOULD BE 

JOYOUSLY IIGLCOMED HERE AM) NO DOUBT BY OTHER READERS. HOPE 

TO WORK SOMETIME ON A FLUFF-ANO-NONSENSE SHORT STORY FOR YOUJ"

-  B . AND K ,, Pe n n s y l v a n ia

WHO IS  FOOLING WHOM? V.HAT'S HAPPENED TO THE PAPER-BACK PUBLISH­

ERS? ARE THEY PUfTTING OUT SO-CALLED NOVELS THESE DAYS THAT ARE 

COMPLETE FICT IO N, OR DO THEY REALLY BELIEVE THAT THEY 'RE POR­

TRAYING THE "OTHER" SEX HONESTLY WHEN THEY PUBLISH BOOKS OF 

SUPPOSED LESBIANA?

Th e  F IR ST  BOOKS I EVER READ WITH LESBIAN THEMES -  LONG BEFORE I 
KNEW ANY LESBIANS MYSELF -  WERE "HHE PRICE OF SALT" AND "  £LL OF 
LONELINESS." THEY, FROM MY LATER KNOWLEDGE, PROVED HONEST. BUT 

a p a r t  fro m  THE SE R IE S  CF PAPERBACKS BY ANN BANNON, ABOUT BEEBO 

BRINKER AND HER CROWD, HAVE ANY LESBIAN BOOKS REALLY PORTRAYED 

THE CROSS-SECTION OF AVERAGE L IV E S  SO MANY LESBIANS LEAD?

Th e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  so m e  k in d  o f  a u r a  a bo u t  t h e  m e r e  iu p l ic a t io n

THAT A BOOK HAS A LESBIAN THBiiE OR CHARACTER WHICH -  TO SOME PUB­

LISHERS -  GUARANTEES IT S  ACCEPTANCE AND SALE. UNFORTLNATELY,

TH IS  IS  TRUE. Th e  CURIOSITY OF THE LOWEST TYPE OF PORNOGRAPHIC 

MIND, AS WELL AS THE MOST IGNORANT, PLAYS RIGHT INTO THESE SALES 

ANGLES AND BRINGS OUT NOT ONLY A CONSTANT FLCW OF SO-CALLED 

LESBIANA, BUT ALSO A F L « ?  OF BOOKS IMPLYING LESBIAN 1C CONTENT ON 

THE COVER BLURB, BUT WITHOUT A TRACE OF IT IN THE BOOK ITSELF.

PERHAPS IT IS  BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE VIHO CALL THEMSELVES AUTHORS 

OF LESBIANA, WHO ACCEPT EXISTENCE IN THE LESBIAN TORLD ONLY TO 

DECRY IT AND POUR OUT THEIR PERSONAL DISAPPOINTMENTS IN SO- 

CALLED LITERATURE. THESE AUTHORS ARE THE TRAITORS TO THEIR OWN 

TWISTED L IV E S ,  WHO MAKE OF LESBIAN EXISTENCE THE TORMENT THAT 

OTHER WRITERS BELIEVE IS  THE COMMON OCCURRENCE.

I READ THE LAOOER ALL THE TIM E, AND I KNOW THE MOANINGS CF D IS ­

APPOINTMENT OR f r u s t r a t io n  NOT ONLY FROM IT S  READERS AND MY 

FRIENDS, BUT FROM MY OWN PAST L IF E .  BUT RATHER THAN DECRY LES­

B IAN ISM , I ADMIT THAT IT IS  L IK E  ANYTHING ELSE THAT COMES INTO 

YOUR L IF E  -  EITHER FOR YOU, OR NOT FOR YOU. BECAUSE YOU DO NOT 

L IK E  OLIVES, DOES THAT MEAN THAT OTHERS CANNOT ENJOY THEM? AND 

BECAUSE YOU, AS A LESBIAN, MIGHT BE EMBITTERED, DOES THAT MEAN 

OTHER LESBIANS CANNOT BE HAPPY AND FULFILLED?

I AM TIRED  OF READING BOOKS OF TRAGEDY ABOUT LESBIAN ISM . I AM 

TIRED  OF PUBLISHERS WHO BELIEVE THEY CAN PUT OUT A BOOK F ILLED  

WITH THE MOST PORNOGRAPHIC INTERLUDES 0ETVJEEN TWO WOMEN, IF  AT 

THE END OF THE BOOK THEY PROVE THAT TH IS  BROUGHT THEM BOTH INTO



HELL ÄND DAIWJATION. AND MOST OF ALL, I AM TIRED  OF LESBIAN 

THB..ES -  REAL OR IMPLIED -  IN BOOKS. I AM NOT TIRED  OF THEM IN 

REAL L IF E  -  IF  THE PERSONS MAKING THEM REAL BELIEVE TH IS  IS  THE 

ONLY WAY OF L IFE  FOR THEM.

Th e r e  i s  o n ly  o n e  o t h er  alitho r  b e s i d e s  An n  Ba n n o n  who h o n e s t l y  

PORTRAYS THE LESBIAN L IF E  -  WHEN SHE IS  PERIilITTED TO. THAT IS  

Pa u l a  Ch r i s t i a n . But  e v e n  s h e  h a s  e r r e d  on o c c a s io n  b e c a u s e  of  

AN ED ITO R 'S  NEED FOR A FAST POT-BOILER TO PORTRAY THE LESBIAN 

v e r s io n  OF CRIME AND PUNISHMENT. THEN A HARD-COVER WRITER L IKE  

Ha n  S u y in  c o m m it s  t h e  (t o  m e ) u n p a r d o n a b l e  s i n  o f  p o r t r a y in g  a  

Le s b ia n  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f  m is e r y  and  r e c r im in a t io n  in  "P ..0 LOVES."

d o n ' t  t h e  p e o p l e  who r e a d  a bo u t  Le s b ia n s  know  t h a t  e m o t io n s  a r e

THE SAME, THE STORIES THE SAME, WITH JUST THE CHARACTERS D IFFER ­

ENT? "AN Ar.'ERIC'N TR, 3EDY" BY DREISER COULD EASILY  HAVE BEEN 

ABOUT TWO WOMEN, INSTEAD OF A MAN AND A WOMAN, AND THEN IT WOULD 

HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED PORNOGRAPHY, THE STORY OF A DEGENERATE, OR 

SOMETHING L IK E  THAT.

•HO IS  FOOLING WHOM BY PRETENDING THAT THE PUBLIC IS  SO BROAD­

MINDED THESE DAYS THAT IT WANTS AND ACCEPTS STORIES OF LESBIAN 

OR ANY OTHER FORM OF OFF-BEAT LOVE? THE PUBLIC IS  NO MORE UNDER­

STANDING THAN IT HAS EVER BEEN, BUT IT IS  BECOMING BETTER 

INFORMED. I HAVE NEVER BEEN AS HUfWILIATED IN MY L IF E  AS WHEN A 

PUBLISHER CALLED ME FOR A REVIEW OF A LESBIAN BOOK (WHICH I 

r e f u s e d ) and  ASKED ME TO TELL HIM "JUST BETWEEN US, OF COURSE"

HOW A Le s b ia n  m a k e s  l o v e . I d o n ' t  t h in k  h e  l i k e d  my  a n sw e r .

"A  Le s b ia n  m a k e s  l o v e  w it h  h e r  HEARTi" -  w h ic h  i s  t h e  o n ly  way

ANYONE CAN MAKE LOVE. Of  COURSE, IF  HE MEANT -  HOW DO LESBIANS 

GO TO BED WITH EACH OTHER, I COULD HAVE GIVEN HIM A DIFFERENT

ANsv.ER -  "C e n s o r e d ! "  -  and  t h a t  would h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t , t o o .

Th e 'DAY W ILL come when t h e r e  w il l  b e  no  BARRIERS TO ANSWERS. 

And YET, NO ANSWER CAN SAT 1SFY THE PORNOGRAPHER, OR THE SEX - 

HUNGRY. Th e y  a r e  t h e  o n e s  f o r  whom m o st  Le s b ia n  b o o k s  a r e  

WRITTEN, And  f o r  THAT REASON, THESE BOOKS SHOULD BE STOPPED 

BEFORE ALL THE FREUDIAN IL L S  ARE BLAMED -  NOT ON COMIC BOOKS -  

BUT ON LESBIAN LITERATURE.

Ne v a  Moo re

> c. .

N^nÖHAL HÉl>É|)UARTER$ aod Sen Fnmdsco Chapter. 1232 Market St.,

Me» YoA Box 3429, Grand Centnl Station, New York 17. N.Y.
IjQA'iyuitlWl'''
Éhlei*» O w iett North Dnacn ATcnne, Cliicato, liUnoia.

MUMEMHIP ia the Dmtghtera of B ilids is  liadtetl to woaiea 21 y ean  
of age or oM^t. If ia San Francisco, New York or Los Angeles area, 
direct inqnify to chapter concerned; otherwise write to Nadoaal Office 
ia Saa Fcaaciaco.
THE LAM)ERt a oBoothly pubiicadon by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
W C., Bniled fine class in a plain sealed eaveiope for |4 .00 per year.

CdKTRIBUTIONS ate gntefnlly accepted from anyoae who wishes to 
ass is t ns ia oar work. We are a  non-profit cotporadon working entirely on 

labor^ Our fees are not of such amounts as to allow for much 
expansion of the publicSdoo. While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts n"d our publlcatioa and have made coniribudons to further our work. 
Of conne, anyoae over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC 
1232 Market Street, Suite 108,
Sao Francisco 2, California.

negne amid 1HE LADDER for year(s) by fin t class mail sealed to the 
addifaaa below. I enclose $ at die rate of $4.00 for each year ordered.

i k i a L

-ZO»_STAli.



Out k'/vdiji»' /  /ÌM f>£eKÌNQ -  
T i \  iÁe néttffiAN J  An see Kfn&j
And eA€  ̂ Minute I  G et find Jen,
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