


U teteM 0™ BILITIS

A WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY:

V' Edcation of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych-
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her
to understand herself and make her_adgustment to society in all
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp-
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as
possible” of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de-
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub-
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat-
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating @ mode of be-
havior and dress acceptable to society.

@ Edycation of the public at large through accePtance first of the
individual, leading to an eventlial breakdown of erroneous taboos
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen-
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the
homosexual theme.

& Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon-
sible psychologists, sociologists and othier such experts directed
towards " further knowledge of the homosexual.

O Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual,
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases
Involving this minority group, and Promotlo_n of these changes
through due process of law in the state legislatures.

tke Ladde/t .oo==,

Publlihad monthly by tho Daughtors of Bill lit, Inc., a non-
pioflt corporation, 1232 Market Stroot, Suite 108, Son Fran-
deco 2, California, Telephone: UNderhlll 3 — 8196.

NATIONAL OFFICERS, DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.

President — saye Bell
Vice President — Helen sanders

Secretary — Dottie Dee
Public Relations Director — 3o carson

TIeasurer — ev Howe
THE UDDER STAFF

P.ditor— pel Martin

Assistant Editor — marty Etliott

Art Editor — Kathy Rogers

Los Angeles Reporter — sren Russell

New York Reporter— Deidre McAuliffe

Editorial Assistants — Mmary Lee, Eileen Kaye

Production — Marty Etliott, Joan Oliver

Circulation Manager — cleo Glenn
THE LADDER is regarded as a sounding board for various
points of view on the homophile and related subjects and
does not necessarily reflect tho opinion of tho organization.

homosexual law Changes Foreseen in Our lifetime sv fhylus Lyon.. 4
The Fable of the Label by Diana sterling..c..ccooceeeeoinaaaaannn 1
170 Am 1?7 3y Claudia Walker ..o oo e e i i ieeaecceeaaacaann "3
A (00 DI Yoy T T-Y: U
Live and Let Liive ... oo et c e i

Echo, a story by zee Newell oo oo iin it e e e cceeaaaaaannn

Homosexuals AED Handwriting . ooueoooooononoioieeeaccieeacccaaaann 21
..22

Here and There ... e e e e it iea e e aieaaaa e
24

Readers respond ... oee o otee e e ieeeacceeaaecceaaaaaaanan
cover by Kathy Rogers

Copyright 1962 by daughters of bilitis, hc., San Francisco, Cal,



H o m o s e x u a I l aw®™ ol i anle

foreseen 1IN auw¢* lifetime

United States U»« relating to homosexual acts will be changed
(for the better) during our lifetime, this was the unanimous
CONCLUSION OF A PANEL OF PSYCHIATRISTS ON THE SAN FRANOISCO
television program "DOCTORS" Neivs Conference' July 9, 1962,

"For THE better'" meant, to the doctors, that private acts be-

tween consenting adults would not be a part of criminal law.

Appearing on the program, vihich was subtitled "Medicine, Law

and the homosexual', were Dr, Hayes Newby, moderator; Dr, Karl
Bowman, former head of the lLangley-Porter clinic of the Univer-
sity OF CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL; DR, DAVID H, WILSQN, WHO IN ADDIT-
ION TO BEING AN ATTORNEY AS WELL AS A MEDICAL MAN IS CHIEF CRIMI-
NOLOGIST OF THE Berkeley, Calif., police department, and Dr,
V/ILL IAM A. BELLAMY, ALL THE DOCTORS ARE PSYCHIATRISTS, AMO ALL
ARE CONNECTED WITH U,C, HOSPITAL,

Questioners were david perlman, science editor of the *an Fran
CISCO Chronicle, and william Boquist of the " Francisco Ex-

aminer,

DR, Nb "Sy began the session by asking for a definition of Homo-
sexuality, Dr, Wilson pointed out that there is no legal defi-
nition in California - only the specific sexual act is punishable,
AND THAT HOLDS TRUE EVEN IF THE ACT IS PERFORMED BY MARRIED
COUPLES,

The MEDICAL DEFINITION COMES FROM THE GREEK, HOMO MEANING SAME
AND SEXUAL MEANING JUST THAT, IN OTHER WORDS, DR, WILSON SAID,
A PERSON ATTRACTED TO SOMEONE OF THE SAME SEX,

Dr, Bowman pointed out that in Europe only west Germany and Eng-
land HAVE specific LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUAL ITVj ALONG WITH THE
Soviet union and all Soviet-Dominated countries, most European
COUNTRIES DO NOT CONSIDER HOMOSEXUALITY A CRIME IT INVOLVES
CONSENTING ADULTS IN PRIVATE,

S

h ANSWER TO A QUESTION AS TO "WHETHER THE CRIME RATE WAS HIGHER
IN COUNTRIES HAVING NO LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUALITY, DR, BOWMAN
SAID "NO, I DON"T THINK SO. CERTAINLY NOT IN THE SCANDINAVIAN
COUNTRIES AND PROBABLY NOT IN THE OTHERS,"

V(HY LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUALITY? REASONS GIVEN iCRE PREJUDICE,
SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE LAWMAKER, NOT TO MEN-
TION THE CHRISTIAN-JUDAIC HERITAGE ON WHICH MOST OF OUR LAWS

ARE BASED,

DR. VilILSON POINTED OUT THAT”RfeSENT-DAY LAWS ARE INNEFFECTIVE
AND USUALLY NOT ENFORCED, ALTHOUGH THE PROHIBITION IS UNIVERSAL

IN THIS COUNTRY,

DR, BOWMAN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE NEW PENAL CODE IN ILLINOIS
EXEMPTED HOMOSEXUAL ACTS BETWEEN CONSENTING ADULTS IN PRIVATE,
BUT THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN A COPY OF THE LAW AND THUS COULDN*"T
VOUCH FOR THIS FACT.  (SEE THE LADDER, MARCHfj962)

Dr . BELLAMY REPORTED THAT MANY PATIENTS WERE SENT TO PSYCHIA-
TRISTS AFTER HAVING BEEN ARRESTED, IN PUBLIC TOILETS, FOR IN-
STANCE. HE ADDED THAT TREATMENT ON SUCH AN ENFORCED BASIS
WAS USUALLY INEFFECTIVE, SINCE THE PATIENT REALLY HADN"T
WANTED IT. He then WONDERED OUT LOUD ABOUT THE VALIDITY

OF USING THE TAXPAYERS® MONEY TO MAKE SUCH ARRESTS. SUCH
PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF EXHIBITIONISM ARE NOT HARMFUL, HE SAID,

They may be indecent.

In answer to a question as to VHETHER the homosexual is MORE
LIKELY TO COMMIT A CRIME THAN THE HETEROSEXUAL, OR. BOWMAN

SAID "NO, NOT NECESSARILY.™"

THE ARMED SERVICES AND PRISONS BRING ABOUT "WHAT MIGHT BE
CALLED "SITUATIONAL HOMOSEXUALITY", DR. WILSON POINTED

OUT THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE DISHONORABLE DISCHARGED FROM
UHE SERVICE FOR MERELY HAVING TENDENCIES TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY.

ASKED ABOUT THE INCIDENCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY, OR. BOWWAN
POINTED OUT THAT THERE IS MORE OF IT IN MALES THAN IN FE-
MALES, Dr. bowman had PREVIOUSLY REMARKED THAT THE DISCUS-
SION WAS NOT INCLUDING WOMEN BECAUSE "NOBODY PAYS ANY AT-

TENTION TO WOMEN ANYWAY™,



The Kinsey statistic that one man 1IN every six was homosex-—
ual was cited, BUT Dr. Boiaman added that the vast majority
ARE actually BI-SEXUAL WITH ONLY 4-65" STRICT HOMOSEXUALS,
Dr . Bellamy added that everyone has a bi-sexual basic at

BIRTH,

He added that he found the homosexual to be more disturbed
THAN the heterosexual, HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS HAVE A TEN-
DENCY to be less stable, "it is HARO TO GROW OLD TOGETHER”,

Mr . PeRUIAN asked the doctors "which comes FIRST, INSTABILITY
OR homosexuality?" Dr. WILSON POINTEO OUT THAT WHAT CAUSES
THE INSTABILITY MAY CONTRIBUTE TO HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH MAKES
IT DIFFICULT TO CURE THE LATTER. HE ADDED THAT HOMOSEXUALS
ARE NOT BAD, THEY ARE JUST STRUGGLING WITH PROBLEMS, AS TO
WHETHER OR NOT THEY CAN BE HELPED (CURED) HE SAID IT DE-
PENDS ON THE BROAD PERSONALITY STRUCTURE, NOT JUST THE HOMO-
SEXUAL ASPECT.

Of THOSE HOMOSEXUALS SEEKING TREATMENT, MOST w |sh TO BECOME
HETEROSEXUALS, DR. WILSON ADDED THAT IF THE HOMOSEXUAL IS

RELATIVELY ADJUSTED HE DOESN®"T WANT TO GIVE UP HIS HOMOSEX-
UALITY,

Praise was given for California®s sexual Psyhopath law and
FOR THE WORK BEING DONE AT ATASCADERO. THE LAW, HOWEVER, IS
not primarily AIMED AT HOMOSEXUALS, ALTHOUGH A HOMOSEXUAL
CAN BE SETT TO ATASCADERO IF HE CONSTITI/TES A MENACE TO SOC-
IETY UNDER THE DEFINITION OF THE LAW,

Dr. Bowman decured that the menace of the homosexual to

SOCIETY IS GREATLY OVERDRAWN,

h summing up, the doctors agreed that THE PRESENT DAY UW
REFLECTS THE MORES OF SOCIETY AND NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN
THE LAWS CAN BE MADE UNTIL THE PEOPLE ARE READY,

This, then, means that there must be more emphasis on edu-
cation OF the public to the true facts, all agreed that

THERE "WOULD BE CHANGES IN THE UIVS WITHIN THEIR LIFETIMES,

- PHYLLIS LYON

DL 3 MeoftlL jCaU

People of'ten misuse labels on people, Ve label the wrong
ones and label for the wron? reasons. Perhaps It's De-
oause™ too often, we go by Tooks, Ve see a man with a
solid gold tie pin and manloured nails. e call him rich.
We see a ohlld under the rule of a strict dlsolplinarlan
and call that ohlld abused. e see a woman with short

hair ee» But | oould go on with this, though by now you
know irtiat Is meant here. Reference to the latter type

puts me In mind of a friend who recently told me she learned
of her dentist's nurse heing "one",

"It was aghastly experlenoe," she said, "with that

Lesbian,"

| riddled discreet questions at her like atomic missiles
and learned that the woman's suspicions had been aroused
because the woman wore no wedding ring, (Who ever heard
of a dentist's nurse not wearing a wedding ringTIl) And
the woman wore her hair In a short boyish out, r_|%ht along
with the faot that she performed her Services with a
deadly "aggressive efflolenoy,” Why, | thought, oh, why
didn't that nurse relax a bit - perhaps on the oouoh In
the waiting room - Instead of heing so efficient and

"obvIOUST"

"What is wo rse," | was told, "that woman had the unmiti-
gated gall to hold my hand L

And | so wanted to ask her If she would've felt better had
she gotten hold of her foot, but instead« "What did ycu
do?" I thinK I asKqd*

What oould | do?" oame the answer while the don r of It
gawked at me as If | were out of my mind* "The dentist

was pulling out my molar!”

"How was 1t?" | asked.

"Horrifying, what else? When one of them Lesbians takes
hold of your hand?"



She seemed so upset | didn't bother to 'tell her | meant
how was the extraction, Anyvray, It was a stupid question,

With a villainous glee, ohuokling all the way up my insides,

| could scarcely suppress asking her how come the atten
tion all of a sudden on the oozy hand-holding, and all
that. But | didn't, | did, though, require dental care.
That is, | think | thought | needed a dental oheokup,
(My last one had been way back about five weeks before,)

During my "anticipated" ordeal in the dental chair, | had
an opportunity (I made it) to visit with the questionable
nurse. That Is ,., the nurse in question. And dur|n%
our tete-a-tete it was disclosed that the absence of her
ring had been due to the fact that her darling little boy
had flushed it down the John, Also, as we conversed she
repeatedly complained about the heat, "There," I con-
cluded, "is the answer to the short bob," Her aggres_—
sive efficiency, acquired with some years of good train-
ing and self-disolplino. There wasn't an aura of sweet
mystery in the damnedably efficient way she thrust that
long hypodermic of novocain to doctor, (Come to find
out, 1'd acquired a bad molar!)

There's the other side to the coin too# 1'd had a
%roup of i)eop_le in-my home, one of whom as a dyed-in-
the-wool lesbian and quite unbeknown to the rest of the
crowd. Unbeknown to most, that is. Later on in the
evening one of the group took me aside solicitously and
announced in a hoarse whisper that the big girl (who
was a Leshian) was a "lezbean". Acting properly scan-
dalized, | denied the accusation with well-modulated
righteous indignation. Then, thinking that | ought bet-
ter to act unschooled on the subject, | hastily tacked a
question (out of sequence)! "Buf what's that?" When he
explained to me what it meant, | said he was nuts, and
didn't he know that the "big gal" with the lumberjack's
Jacket and the woodsman's boots was a cousin to the
family who'd been his neighbors since before ha was born?
And voilaj By putting the girl in his own familiar

eind indegenour environs it Immediately absoved her.

And her peculiar style of dress was ohalked-off to the
fact that "The whole damned neighborhood was full of
queer Jokers." (His words.)

Then there's the case of a friend who, having Just
moved into an apartment, told me the place had been
previously occupied by a "llsbon", (No reference to the
city in Portugal, | later learned,) It seems the bath-
room of this apartment had been covered,/rom bath to
shower (and back again to commode) with cheesecake, and
the tenant was a woman,

"Sood griefl" | said, "What did the poor thin% get out of
all that?" I thought I'd spoken too quick, sowmgmy
over-concern at the stupidity of nudey pictures, But my
friend accepted the meaning exactly as It was given.

"That's Just what | say," she said, "Uy gawdl a woman
with- a picture gallery of girls,"

Shortly afterwards, on meeting the ?al who'd complained
of the” cheesecake in her bathroom, I asked how she was
getth on in her new apartment, "Oh that," she said
casua lﬁ’ "I left there about a week after | moved in.
Had a chance to move in with Bett¥, Betty and | work
together, Heok, it saves me half the rent. The rent
at the other place was exorbitant,"

"What about the pictures?" | asked, AN
"What pictures?" "he said,

"The ones in your bathroom," | said, heedlessly putting
it all in the present tense,

"Bathroom? Oh, Yeh, Those," She laughed, "Par as |
knew the damn things're still up,”

| couldn't help but wonder what the following tenants
thought of her when they moved In to find the bevy of

pictures there.

Funny, how often the word Lesbian is whittled and buffed
and turned. Lezbean. Lisbon. Lessbin. Which calls to

?



mind- once when starry-eyed and young | announced that |
wanted to be a "thesplan." And while fleeing round and
round the dining table Just short of my guardian's furi-
ous grasp, | »Jiad to explain the meaning of that word be-
fore “she quit pursuing me. Yet, not only is the word
itself often mispronounced - and miscalled - but more
seriously, it's very meaning Is misunderstood. The act
seems to superimpose the state. [t's not meant to be
implied here that there Is no stereothe Lesbian. |
guess whenever groups and cliques and gangs are formed,
achieving the narrower Integration of the circle, a
stereotype will Inevitably form.

What do I think when | think of women's club? | think
(forgive my meager background): rotund, middle-aged
matron, wearing pince-nez, skipping willy-nilly betwixt
tables of tea, with little more to talk of but the
weather and members not present. But - there's the in-
stance of a Leshian friend who(for reasons of clarity
we'll call Meg) had been invited to the home of a fellow
womens' club member whom we'll call Elsie here.

The Purpose of the invite, it seems, had been to Inform
Meg that a few undesirables in the olub had aooused her
of b_em% -a queer”, and Elsie wished to help thwart their
obviously malicious Intent to have Meg ousted. Not will-
ing to accept Elsie's naive protest (1t simply ﬁut te
woman in a vulnerable spot) Meg admitted that she was a
Lesbian and had been for as long as memory served her,
Elsie, taking the pronouncement "normally® fldgete , -
gan several topics about the horse races and

Bumshment; spilled the coffee as she served and all but
urst into a wash of tears. So alarmed and timorous had
Elsie become that as Hegtells it, she too had gotten
somewhat diffident. She asked politely, though hesitant-
ly. if She mIEht not help get dinner ‘started. Her h
esi’sald yes, d tf

else at all in the world to say. Her agitation seemed to
make premeditated answers Impossible,

In the kitchen - a cubicle large enough for the customary
aEpllances and one operator - these two were "“oaroely
aLe to keep from cracking elbows. And then it happened.
Both women turned in the cubicle of kitchen, one fumbling
With the French bread, the other Juggling egg plants;

a way as though she could think of noth-ng

each were bent on chores at opposite ends of the room -
and from Me%'s description of that kitchen it seemed un-
likely that there were op?osue ends!  Anyway, midway
they collided. "Hoooahhhl" piped Elsie in a simulated
oough. She threw up her hands and sent the French bread in-
to the air so that landing it knocked over the hottle of
[talian wine, while at the same time Meg became more ac-
tively preoccupmd In Juggling (in the electrified air)
the eggplants to keep them from pIoEpln onto the floor.
If they hadn't ended up laughing, the whole thing might
not have been funny.

It seems that Elsie had seen a few of the bold-appearing
Lesbians entering and leaving a gay bar she used to live
near. Once one of the girls who was drunk advemoed the
Invitation for Elsie to coma in and have a drink with her.
At once Elsie had considered the invite a vile proposal
full of implication. It got so poor old Elsie thought
every last Lesbian a sex opportunist.

And then, to imagine that the majority of Leshians mak-
ing up the bar crowd is typical of the Leshian Is as far-
fetched as inferring that skidrow in any city by and

large is representative of the citizenry there.” What
about the reserved Leshian? the quiet? the integrated?

(the homebody, If you will)? me? to her need for silence
in order to protect her love-life from slander, she remains
obscure and unrecognized.

One last aside: some years back a Leshian in my acquain-
tance had been warned, by a well-meaning friend, not to
([1_0 alone to a certain city in the west. The advisor cau-
loned that in , Leshians accosted you on the
streets! The advised (Tntrepid and spirited gal that she
was) heeded not. She had an opportunity to visit the
west, and went. And she learned to her dismay that need
for the warning was unfoundedll

- Diana Sterling

*****

DOB is soliciting donations for the Blanche M. Baker Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, Won't you please help?



WHO AM | ?

There Is one thing the American public has *n common e
prroblems. And the Intense desire to solve'ithese problems.
hey seek an answer from religion® education, entertain-
ment, philoBophy and psychology. Scientific advances be-
come more and more fantastic, while sociologically man
wanders around in the same maze of confusion and frustra-
tion as his forefathers.

There is one difference today. The all-important question,
"Who am 17" is being asked not only by the minister and
philosopher, but by the man on the street, Pwohoa_naly_sls
Is the favorite topic of the cartoonist, the Martini-drinker
and the Sunday Magazine Supplement. Our plays satirize con-
formity (The Rhinoceros), report on psychologP/_(The Par
Country) and expose our hidden childhood conflicts (Toys lji

the Attic),

Today's American paradoxically faces greater tension and
greater o_pportunlt)(] than Aver befDro 1p the hlstbciiof
civilization. As he becomes mire aware of his tremendous
F_otentl_al, ho is shocked by the sudden reoognition of his
imitations. He has barely be%un his study of the human
mind, and is vaguely aware of his emotions™ through the oom-
munlcation media's use of "emotional appeal,

Man is faced with the burning desire to understand himself
and the world in which he must live, and at the time attend

to the pressing necessities of existence. He is torn in sev-
eral pieces and divided among his family, friends, society
and the world. And then, plagued by memories, defeated by
his conflicting emotions, misunderstood by family and asso-
ciates, and certainly misunderstanding them, roan finally poses
himself on a rook, his elbow on his knee, his head resting on
his hand, and thinks, "Who am 1?"

Vihere does he go from herel Perhaps to a doctor for a new
diet, some pep-pills or a rest-oure. He may tell his now
fam iliar stor?/ to a friend, or the bartender or his secretary
He may consult a minister or a family counselor. If he can
afford it, as a final desperate step, he may see a psycho-

analyst.

If his problems have not eruPted suddenly, he may push them
back in his mind and Ignore them, perhaps forget them. Tem-
porarily. And the family conflicts continue, and the fears,
and the turmoil, and the growing, gnawing sense of frustra-
tion.  "Who am IT" Indeed.

And the plague spreads, contaminating a family, oozes into
the neighborhood as discontent and superstition, into the

city as prejudice and graft, deluges the nation with hate

and fear and witch-burning, and engulfs the world with crime,
poverty, war.

Far-fetched? Not at all. Viar is but inner conflicts a mil-
lion times magnified. Prejudice is childhood fear grown-up.
Crime is a child's emotions in an adult body.

"Who am IT" Perhaps the hest place to find the answer is
in the beginning. In man's beginning. In his birth. In
his childhood. "The river begins at Its source, a harmless
trickling spring, with little power to erode canyons, or

flood farmlands, or power generators, or destroy lives, or
irrigate arrld wastes of deserts.

The child is born, begins to grow, has experiences. His mind
records every sound, sight, sensation. He burns his hand
and remembers not to touch the stove. The memory is filed

in his complex brain, and his foundation of memory grows.
Hour after hour, day by day, year ugon_year. One day he is
grown up. He is irritated because he is afraid to light tho
?as heater, He (]1_oes to_work and worries. Did he unglug all
he electric appliances? They might cause a fire. Suppose
the water heater were to explode, or a lighted cigarette were
to fall on the rug, or his wife were to leave the “iron on the
ironing board, or nhis child were to find his cigarette lighter.

One fear, one terrifying plaguing fear and a slender thread
of memory, back, back to one experience. Alittle child burns
its hand and its brain records pain, fright, bewilderment in
its most savage form. The child laughs soon, plays, forgets.
But the memory lies dormant. Waiting. Until a grown-up body
reacts with doubt, or terror, or revulsion as childhood memory

Is triggered.

(Continued on page 23)



mood maoocetUutea

HIGH SOCIETY

Moonbaams bouncing on a tiger’s tail,

White swallows winging their way to Wonderland,
Green grass growing and burning in the sun.
Calico “cats calling for brined bread and beer.
Scabby, skinny dogs devouring caviar,

Abreath of winter wind warms a heggar’s heart.
Pog husily foggmﬂ round droplets of rain,
Cumulous clouds shedding hot summer sun,

"Well adjusted" folks haF_pHy, happily depressed
A patchwork quilt of dollies and diapers.

- Lee

DAVMING

The wings of my soul are too villlful to detain my doubting
‘mind or to hamper my hesitant heart. _
| sail from a smooth sea of security and roll on a river of

by Abigail Sanford

AFTER FAREWELL

A white old moon waits through the still night
endlessly passive;, _

rain has washed the air of too poignant sweetness,
left it clear and thin as spring water.

On silent trees and streets faint stars

cool and far

look down Incurious.,.,

Might only the pale stillness possess my eyelids,
the fluid air cool an aching throat,

the little stars touch my heart

with their ancient quief....

But outside a n_iﬁ;ht hawk _

swoops and shrills, swoops aind shrills,

craving, questing, beating at the calm of
_the small hours

with a shattering cry —

To him my heart makes answer.

LADY ELUSIVE

restless dreams yet to be realized.

| sink slowlyuland sweetly into the sanguine solution of my Rine wheat In summer sun her soft hair

wonderfully wakeful” slumber. \ :
| swell with the expectancy of the unkown. Pearl birch In dawn light her face.
But | am content. Eyes blue of twilight when stars wake.
AS wind-rlppled iris her grace.
| have broken the hbonds which have tied me for too long a , . e
time to callous conventional customs. _ Motions all swift as a bird’s flight;
| am fed upon_ the fine food which flows from my inner self. Sword.slim, F“a”t as a reed.
| am clothed in calm and serenity She gleams fleet, fencing, parrying.
Thrusts deep - and goes without™ heed.

And in these clothes 1 luxuriate in living.

| seek and | shall find because my limitations are lias Light step, light laugh, light song,

of the past. :
LaV|sh|n% of light hands free;
Oh, Life! | awakel What of heart behind wam fingers —
True love, or fey ifitchery?

- Dubby



Live and Let Live

A FIRST IN RADIO BROADCASTING - A DISCUSSION ON HOMOSEXUALITY BY
HOMOSEXUALS THEMSELVES - WAS PRESENTED ON STATION VISAI ON JULY (&
WITH RESOUNDING RESULTS FROM THE NEV/ YORK PRESS, BUT WHEN REPEATED
BY STATION KPFA-FM IN BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, ON AUGUST 1, WAS COM-
PLETELY IGNORED BY THE SaN FRANCISCO PAPERS,

r
On the program entitled "Live and Let Live'", eight practicing ho-
mosexuals PARTICIPATED IN A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION OF feuCH MATTERS
AS THEIR SEXUAL DRIVES, THE PATTERNS OF THEIR SOCIAL AND PROFES-
SIONAL EXISTENCES AND THE PREJUDICES THEY ENCOUNTS! IN A HETERO-
SEXUAL SOCIETY,

Jack Gould of the Nw York Times considered the discussion to
HAVE BEEN "HANCLED WITH CANDOR AND TACT™, HE SAID IT "WAS BY FAR
THE MOST EXTENSIVE CONSIDERATION OF THE SUBJECT TO BE HEARD ON
American radio and it succeeded, one would think, in encouraging

A WIDER UNDERSTANDING OF THE HOMOSEXUAL®"S ATTITUtES AND PROBLEMS."

Milton bracker, also of The r®/ York times, described the progranm
BRIEFLY AND THEN WENT TO GREAT LENGTHS TO EXPLAIN THE WOLFENOEN
Report in England and the model penal code as adopted by the Amer-
ican Law khstitute, h both cases hotosexual activity between

consenting adults is considered outside of the realm of the law,

h contrast to the Times coverage. The Nay York Journal American

had this to SAY:

""«lE"VE heard of silly SITUATIONS IN BROADCASTING, BUT FM STATION
ilBAI WINS OUR TOP PRIZE FOR SCRAPING THE SICKLY BARREL-BOTTOM,
WBAI ANNOUNCES, A BIT PROUDLY, IT WILL GIVE EIGHT YOUNG HOMOSEX-
UALS EQUAL TIME TO TELL THEIR PERVERTED SIDE OF THE ADMITTEDLY
SAD BUT CERTAINLY SINFUL STORY BECAUSE I«Al BELIEVES "IN THE RIGHT
OF Minorities to be heard"..., this lower-depths decision followed
THE approach TO THE STATION"S BUBBLEHEADED BRASS OF A FELLOW
BEARING THE CARO OF "PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR, HOMOSEXUAL LEAGUE

OF America'",,,, is that a Union?"

The Nay York Hefald Tribune found the program to be newsworthy
also, BUT the San Francisco press FEVAINEO silent,

ECHO’

A STORY BY ZEE NEWELL

"THEY"VE BEEN TOGETHER TWENTY YEARS!"™ VIRGINIA EXCLAIMED TO THE
FRIEND WHO mS WITH HER, AS THEY BALANCED CAKE AND COFFEE ON

THEIR KNEES. (T WAS A NICE PARTY, AND EVERYBODY WSAS HAVING A GOOD
TIME. THE GUESTS RANGED IN AGE FROM EARLY TWENTIES TO FORTY, AND
THE COUPLE WHO HAD BEEN TOGETHER SO LONG HAD JUST PASSED THAT MARK.

""SOME PEOPLE ARE LUCKY, SOKE AREN’T,"™ REMARKED GWEN, WO WAS SEATED
NEARBY AND HEARD THE COMMENT. "THEY JUST HAPPENED TO DRAW THE
LUCKY NUMBER. THEY"RE THE EXCEPTION - THE ONE IN A MILLION WHO
DREW THE LUCKY NUMBER."

"Oh , Gwen - you're so bitter!"

"YOU GET THAT VWY,"™ GWEN SAID AND BURIED A FORK IN THE CAKE.

"HHY, GWEN?"
"YOU"LL KNOW WHY AFTER A FEW MORE LOVE AFFAIRS GO PFFFT."

"Ours isn" going to go pffft. bk it darling?"' Virginia said de-
fensively, TURNING A HOPEFUL FACE TO PaT.

"No. Ik is not." Pat" ansiicr rang deep with love - and determi-

nation.

WITH ALL THE PROBLEMS HOMOSEXUALS FACE YOU DON"T HAVE A CHANCE,

Gwen thought to herself, poking some cake in her mouth to hold down
THE WORDS. Added to their own adjustments of living together, this
couple had family and financial problems. Virginia was attractive,

AND IT was only A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL SOMEBODY ELSE....

Gwen rose quickly and made her way over to the piano to join the

others WHO were listening to the music.

Wl WANT ours to last, PAT,"” VIRGINIA SAID. "1 DON"T WANT TO BE AL-
WAYS CHANGING PARTNERS. DO YOU THINK WE®"VE DRAWN THE LUCKY NUMBER



THAT COMES CP ONCE tN A MILLION LIKE GWEN SAID?"

"1 DON"T BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUMBERS ANY MORE,"™ PAT REPLIED SOBERLY,
"1 BELIEVE IN EFFORT. HOMOSEXUALS HAVE NO MORE PROBLEMS THAN HE-
TEROSEXUALS. Gwen thinks if she were only accepted by society her
TROUBLES WOULD BE OVER. SOCIETY DOESN®"T FROWN ON HETEROSEXUALS,
YET THEY HAVE PROBLEMS."

"Bur LESBIANS DO HAVE PROBLEMS! YOU KNOW THEY DOJ"

"1 DIDN"T SAY THEY HAVE NO PROBLEMS. I SAID THEY HAVE NO MORE >¥
THAN ANYBODY ELSE. SOMETIMES THEY*RE A DIFFERENT KINO, SOMETIMES

THE SAME. All those MOTHER-IN-LAW JOKES VERE WRITTEN BY HETERO-

SEXUALS FOR HETEROSEXUALS. THEY ALSO HAVE OTHER ATTRACTIONS AND

FINANCIAL "ORRIES, AND THEY"RE NOT I0/"i UNDERSTOOD BY OTHERS. FUR-

THERMORE, THEY USUALLY HAVE THEIR CHILDREN*S PROBLEMS IN ADDITION

TO THEIR OWN.. EVERYBODY HAS PROBLEMS, AND IF GWEN WOLLDN®"T DWELL

SO MUCH ON THEM, 9HE WOULD HAVE MORE TIME LEFT FOR SOLVING THET,L."

"Pati Gvien is our friend! You sound like a traitor!"

"Traitor to hhat? homosexuality isn"t a cause - it"s just a pre-
ference WE HAVE IN common. WE DON"T HAVE TO REFUSE CONSTRUCTIVE
CRITICISM FOR FEAR OF LOSING GROUND WITH SOCIETY OR OURSELVES. |*M
NOT UNSYMPATHETIC EITHER - I'M ONLY CONCERNED. IT SOUNDS CORNY,
BUT THESE ARE MY PEOPLE AND THAT®S WHY 1 CARE. 1"VE GONE THROUGH
MY qUOTA OF AFFAIRS, TOO, BUT AFTER THE LAST ONE I DECIDED TO TAKE
A GOOD LOOK AT MYSELF - AND | DIDN*T LIKE WHAT | SAW. A LESBIAN
MARRIAGE IS JUST LIKE ANY OTHER MARRIAGE, AND THAT®S WHY | DON*T
BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUIBERS - | BELIEVE IN EFFORT. IT"S GIVE AND
TAKE, AND IF BOTH PART IES,GIVE MORE THAN THEY TAKE, NOBODY ENDS

OP WITH A DEFICIT."

"Oh , Pat, | feel that way tool"

"I knov YOU DO.  that's why WE CAN'T MISS. NOW I°D BETTER GET
OUT TO THE KITCHEN, DOLL. I WAS ASSIGNED K.P. DUTY TONIGHT. BUT
LET"S HAVE A LONG TALK IVHEN WE GET HOME." SHE LEANED OVER AND
KISSED VIRGINIA AFFECTIONATELY ON THE CHEEK.

VIRGINIA WATCHED HER WEND HER WAY TOWARD THE KITCHEN, LOVING THE
WAY SHE MOVED, THE SHAPE OF HER HEAD, HER LCWG LEGS. SHE LOOKED

FORVIARD TO TALKING WITH PAT WHEN THEY RETURNED HOME. THEY OFTEN
TALKED FOR HOURS AND ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD THEMSELVES BETTER. THEY
DISCUSSED FULLY EVERY PROBLEM, AND THE PAST FEW MONTHS HAD SEEN
SOME OF THEM DISAPPEAR. NOBODY COULD END UP WITH A DEFICIT, PAT
HAD SAID, AND FOR A TIME VIRGINIA ENJOYED THE WARM FEELING OF SE-
CURITY, BUT GRADUALLY THE FEAR BEGAN - THE TERRIBLE, CREEPING
DREAD THAT IT WOULD NOT LAST. HADN®T SHE THOUGHT IT WOULD LAST
WITH JOANNE? AND MARGIE? AND DOT?  I"M ONLY TWENTY-TvsO, SHE
THOUGHT, AS THE FEAR CONSUMED HER. THREE DOWN. HOW MANY TO GO?
&i"EN WAS RIGHT.  IT WAS ALL A MATTER OF LUCK. PAT"S "PHILOSOPHY"

SOUNDED GOOD, BUT VHO HAD PROVED IT?

They were standing together near the piano. You could tell they
WERE HAPPY FROM THE WAY THEY LOOKED AT EACH OTHER WITH A SORT OF
SPECIAL QUIET. THEY WERE HAVING A WONDERFUL TIME WITHOUT TRYING
AS HARD AS THE OTHERS. MAYBE IT WAS BECAUSE THEY WERE OLD. MAYBE
WHEN YOU WERE FORTY YOU HAD NO ENERGY. SHE HAD NOT KNOWN MANY
COUPLES THAT OLD, NOR HAD SHE NOTICED ANY [N PUBLIC. f.*AYBE THEY
BURNED THEMSELVES OUT AND DIED. OR COULD IT BE THEY JUST WENT
THEIR Wi"AY AND YOU DIDN®"T NOTICE THEM? TWENTY YEARS! HOW DIO THEY
HAPPEN TO DRAW THE LUCKY NUMBER? DID THEY KNOW/ THEY “ACRE LUCKY
FROM THE START - LIKE HITTING THE JACKPOT? SHE “AAS ANGRY, IN SPITE
OF HERSELF, TO THINK THEY WERE THE LUCKY ONES. THO SAYS WHO DE-
SERVES TO BE LUCKY? ViHY DIDN"T THEY HAVE THE SAME PROBLEMS AS

OTHER Lesbians?

Suddenly the piano stopped, as the girl aho was playing decided
TO ENJOY SaiE CAKE BEFORE IT "8 GONE. THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LOUNG-
ING around LISTENING TO THE MUSIC MOVED AVIAY, AND VIRGINIA NO-
TICED ONE CF THE T°.0 OLDER WOMEN START FOR THE KITCHEN. THAT
LEFT THE OTHER ALONE FOR A WHILE, AND SHE WENT OVER AND SAT ON A
HASSOCK NEAR THE FIRE. VIRGINIA STUDIED HER, W.ONDERING WHY 9HE
WORE SO MUCH MAKEUP AND EARRINGS "."HEN SHE WAS REALLY QUITE MAS-
CULINE. MAYBE Pat "."0OLO like SOME EARRINGS FOR HER BIRTHDAY -
SOME TAILORED ONES SHE CCULD “AEAR W;ITH CAPRIS. EARRINGS WOULD BE
ATTRACTIVE ON PAT, AND WHAT DID IT MATTER IF NONE OF THEIR
FRIENDS IN THE CROWD "WORE THEM? FOR A LONG TIME SHE STARED AT
THE WOMAN SEATED NEAR THE FIRE. LUCKY NUMBER, LUCKY NUMBER. HOW
DID YOU HAPPEN TO GET IT?

VIRGINIA CROSSED THE ROOM. THEY CHATTED A “(HILE, THEN SHE ASKED
THE “WOMAN HOW/ SHE AND HER FRIEND HAD MANAGED TO ESCAPE THE PROB-

LEMS OF A Lesbian marriage.



"By not ESCAPENG THEM,"™ WFtS THE quiCK-~LY, "AS EVERY PROBLEM
DEVELOPED, WE DISCUSSED IT FULLY, LOOKED AT IT OBJECTIVELY - EVEN
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF OTHERS, IF OTHERS WERE INVOLVED. RELIED
ON PATIENCE AND CAREFUL HANDLING FROM THERE ON. BY THIS MEANS, AN
ANGUISHED MOTHER®S CRY TO HER DAUGHTER, *|*D RATHER SEE YOU DEADIe
WAS LATER CHANGED TO »WORK TOGETHER AND LOVE EACH OTHER.» |T TOOK
YEARS, BUT THAT PROBLEM WILL NEVER RETURN TO US, AND THERE WILL

BE NO MORE JOYLESS HOLIDAYS SPENT APART.

"Lon"s mother had her side of the story,too. she made sacri-

fices DURING THE DEPRESSION, SUPPORTING TWO CHILDREN AND PROVID-
ING LESSONS FOR LON"S CAREER AS A JAZZ MUSICIAN. AFTER LON WORKED
IN SHOW BUSIIVESS SEVERAL YEARS, NATURALLY THE MOTHER COULD NOT UN-
DERSTAND mY SHE GAVE UP HER CAREER TO AVOID TRAVELING, LEFT A
HAPPY HOME ENVIRONMENT, AND MOVED IN WITH A FRIEND OCCUPYING A
TOO-ROOM APARTMENT WITH NOTHING BUT THE UVSOLORD®"S FURNITURE, ONE
BLANKET, AND A DOZEN ROSES. IF WE HAD REACTED WITH RESENTMENT OR
ANGER BECAUSE WE WERE “NOT UNDERSTOOD", WE COULD NEVER HAVE SOLVED
THE PROBLEM. THE HABIT OF FULLY DISCUSSING EVERY PROBLEM, INCLUD-
ING OUR OWN PERSONALITY ADJUSTMENTS, HELPED US VIEW THE SITUATION
FROM A BETTER ANGLE AND CONTROL OLR EMOTIONAL REACTIONS LONG
ENOUGH TO MAKE PLANS FOR CORRECTION ArC ACCEPT CONSTRUCTIVE CRI-
TICISM FROM EACH OTHER WHEN NEEDED."

SHE WAS QUIET FOR A WHILE, OFFERING A CIGARETTE TO VIRGINIA AND
LIGHTING ONE HERSELF.

I WAS HIRED FOR MY PRESENT POSITION
I WAS A LESBIAN, WAS ALSO

"ANOTHER PROBLEM OCCURRED WHEN
BY COINCIDENCE, AN OLD FRIEND, WHO KNEW
FRIENDLY WITH ONE OF THE COMPANY EXECUTIVES. SHE W-ARNEO ME TO BE
CAREFUL- BECAUSE THIS YOUNG MAN HAD REMARKED "THEY HIRED A DAMNED
QUEER AS SECRETARY TO BOSS." h TIME THIS FELLOW BECAME THE
BEST MAN FRIEND I"VE EVER HAD. HiS UPBRINGING WAS SIMPLY SUCH
THAT HE COULDN®"T ACCEPT ANY DEVIATION, WHETHER IN EVERY DAY ETI-
QUETTE OR SEX. IF 1 had reacted TO HIS ATTITUDE WITH PANIC, RE-
SENTMENT OR A FEELING OF BEING UWIANTEO, | WOULDN"T HAVE LEARNED
«hat a really nice guy he ..ms - and he WOULDN"T HAVE LEARNED T>HAT
LESBiANS ARENAT SO ’BAD* AFTER ALL#”

VIRGINIA LISTEICD TO SIMILAR EXPERIENCES RIGHT DOWN THE LINE  EV-
ERY PROBLEM THAT CONFRONTS THE LESBIAN MARRIAGE WO PRESENTEI] IT-
SELF TO THIS CCXJPLE OVER THE YEARS. FROM THE TENTH YEAR ON IT WAS

CLEAR SAILING, AND SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS TOGETHER H/X) HELPED THEM
TO MATURE AIND HAD STRENGTHENED THEIR LOVE.

"IVIEN YOU DON"T BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUMBERS, DO YOU?" VIRGINIA SAID.

"Lucky numbers? Ch, noj | believe in effort. I "s a give and

TAKE, AND IF BOTH PARTNERS GIVE MORE THAN THEY TAKE, NOBODY ENOS
UP WITH A DEFICIT."

Homosexuols and Handwriting

Helen king, a noted graphologist and author of your doodles amj

"“HAT They Mean, announces a neiv project in the offing OEPEroTi”

upon INTEREST IN A "PRIVATE™ EDITION OF A COPIOUSLY ILLUSTRATED
PAPER ON "HOMOSEXUALITY AND HANDWRITING™.

THIS IS THE FIRST. AND ONLY. OBJECTIVE REPORT OF £[S KIND. IT
WILL BE DONE ON 8X11 SIZE PAGES TO RETAIN THE ORIGINAL SIZE OF
THE HANDWRITINGS. PARTIAL CONTENTS INCLUDE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
HETEROSEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL AND BISEXUAL W/RITINGS; PSYCHOLOGICAL
TESTS AND STUDIES; THE CHANGING CONCEPTS; RESEARCH GROUPS; SEX
SYMBOLS IN WRITINGS, AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Miss king has long been a member of the American Graphological

Society and has long been acquainted with the subject of homo-

sexuality THROUGH HER ASSOCIATION WITH THE LATE DR. BLANCHE M.
Baker . h 1959 she was the speaker at a public discussion meet-
ing SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS ANO THE MaTTA-

CHINE SOCIETY IN NEW YORK. FOR A REPORT ON HER TALK ENTITLED

"Homosexuality in Handwriting and doodling" see THE LADDER,

April 1959.

DOB IS soliciting advance orders for Miss king" book, she

has specified that on all orders obtained by the Daughters of

Bilitis, a percentage of the receipts will revert to the Blanche

M. Baker Memorial Scholarship Fund and a part will go into dob"s
NATIONAL TREASURY. PRICE OF THE BOOKLET WILL BE 8§5.00 ANO 2™

POSTAGE-PACKING.

Please send orders to Daughters of Bilitis, 1232 Market Street,

Suite 108, san Francisco 2, California.
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What are the facts about tfe f valence of homosexuality in the
theater today? This question was asked in an articlEj called
The Third Sex on stage, v*hich appears in the April issue of show

Business Mlustrated. The author is unnamed.

according to authorities quoted in the article, the proportion
OF homosexuals in the theater greatly exceeds the proportion
found in other fields. One person feels that a minimal estimate
would be around B7/i. The author, hovever, seems to feel that
ONE CANNOT SAY OF A GROUP IS ANYTHING WITHOUT TAKING A LARGE
SAMPLING AND WITHOUT BEING SURE THAT THE SAMPLING IS BOTH REPRE-
SENTATIVE AMD RANDOM. HE ALSO FEELS THAT THE PEOPLE~THAT THE
DOCTORS ARE DISCUSSING ARE SELF-SELECTED FROM THOSE 1IHO ARE AB-

NORMAL TO Sa.iE DEGREE, KNOW IT AND IWJT TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

The author goes on to discuss the number of plays which have ap-
peared IN THE past few years 1«HICH DEALT WITH SEXUAL DEVIATION
IN ONE FORf.1 OR ANOTHER. FROM THIS HE CONTINUES AND SUGGESTS A
REASON FOR THE ATTENTION CURRENTLY BEING PAID TO THE HOMOSEXUAL,
"Certainly, the legal and societal hounding of the misfit has
fallen with a dreadfully HEAVY HAND ON THE A mOSEXUAL. AND, TO
A DEGREE, HE MAY BE RESPONSIBLE, IN THE SENSE OF ASKING FOR IT
OUT OF EXHIBITIONISTIC, NARCISSISTIC, GUILT-RIDDEN MASOCHISM.™

One THING THAT SEEMS TO BOTHER OUR AUTHOR GREATLY (AND WITH VAL-
ID REASON) IS THE FACT THAT SOME HOMOSEXUALS SEEM TO BE TOO IN-
VOLVED WITH THEIR HOMOSEXUALITY AND NOT ENOUGH INVOLVED WITH THE
PLAY. E-"UWPLES OF THIS KVERE SUCH THINGS AS COSTUME DESIGNERS
VHO GO OUT OF THEIR WAY TO IMIAE THE GIRLS IN A PRODUCTION AS UN-
ATTRACTIVE AS POSSIBLE AND PLAY UP THE BARE IMALE TORSO; UNPLEAS-
ANT BITS OF DIALOGUE OR BUSINESS WHICH ARE OBVIOUSLY INSIOE
JOKES SINGE THEY ARE USELESS EXCEPT AS A MEANS OF THUMBING ONE"S
NOSE AT SOCIETY. ALSO, THE CURRENT PLAY IN VHICH THE STAR WEARS
HIS COSTUME AS THOUGH IT WERE DRAG AND EXAGGERATES HIS MANNER-
ISMS UNTIL HE IS CAIVIPING - NOT ACTING.

The AUTHOR THEN COWES TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE IS A GREATER
INCIDENCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE THEATER THAN OUTSIDE IT BUT

HE AT THE SAME TIME DECIDES THAT HE SHOULD SHOW SOME LOGICAL
REASONS FOR THIS CONCLUSION. HE PROCEEDS TO LIST THE FOLLOWING:

D The theater world is traditionally a bit less than conventional,
2) THE HOMOSEXUAL®S PSYCHIC NATURE WHICH INVOLVES A GOOD DEAL OF
FANTASY AM) AN ABILITY TO ACT OUT ROLES THAT ARE ESSENTIALLY UN-
REAL, AND 3) The hazardous economic nature of THE THEATER RE-
QUIRES PEOPLE WHO ARE ABLE TO COPE WITH THE UNCERTAINTIES OF THE-
ATRICAL LIFE.

TPE AUTHOR THEN EVALUATES THE FOREGOING AND DISCUSSES THE PROS

AND CONS OF HOIVIOSEXUALITY IN THE THEATER. HE EXPRESSES THE OPIN-
ION THAT HOMOSEXUALS PER SE ARE NOT DETRIMEMTAL - IT IS WHEN THESE
SAME PEOPLE ALLOW THEIR PERSONALITIES TO INTRUDE INTO THE THEATER
- THEREBY RUINING A PLAY - THAT HE IS AGAINST THEM.

HE ENDS WITH THE FOLLOWING: "WHATEVER THE SHADES OF INFORMED
OPINION, THERE IS WIDE AGREe-IENT THAT IT IS TIME TO SPEAK OPENLY
AND CANDIDLY. AS IN DEALING WITH ANY OTHER ASPECT OF OUR SO-
CIETY, CLEAR HEADS AND LIGHT AND THE VENTILATION OF IDEAS ARE
NEEDED; FACTS DON"T VANISH OR GET SOLVED FOR LACK OF CONFRON-
TATION."

* ok g Kk x

From Herb Caen: "In a Sausalito bar, two mannish-looking girls
WERE DISCUSSING A MUTUAL FRIEND, AND ONE SAID, "1 CAN’T STAND HER
VOICE - IT"S SO EFFailNATE."" "JUST BEFORE THE RAID ON THE TAY-
BUSH, REPORTS RALPH BARRIE, TWO OF THE CUSTOMERS WERE HAVING A
TERRIBLE ARGUMENT - WHICH ENDED WHEN ONE SCREAMED AT THE OTHER,
"DON"T YOU DARE LOWER YOUR VOICE TO ME!™

WH am It
(Continued from page 13)

One memory out of thousands whioh have turned man into a robot,

a perfect specimen for "hidden persuaders”. He has trained
himself well to be ruled. He reacts automatloally. He lives
bY habit. Repeat something to him often enough and he will
play It back verbatim, Man has become a tape-recorder, a
puppet, a robot, a slave. Well, may he ask, "Who am [?"

-Claudia Walker



READERS RESPOND

"Just what Is the value of Urs* Suzanne Prosin's researoh

paper® "The Concept of the Leshian—a Ulnorlty In Reverse?"
About all I can gather Is that Mrs> Prosin vent to a great
deal of trouble to find people irtio supported her theories«

"She says, for example, that at first she wanted only oou-
ples that had been together for three or more years, but
Just couldn't find them. Since Leshians can only manage to
stay together for a year, she had to settle for that,

"Most of you have been around the gay world for some time.
Can you honestly say that these forty people are a valid
samplln? of the thousands of Leshians that live In Califor-
nia, let alone the United States?

"Prom my experlneoe | find that the oouple that stays to-
gether for over a year Is an exception. Is It fair to use
only exceptions for statistical purposes? | maintain that
the majority of Leshians do not settle down to the pseudo-
marna_qe that Mrs, Prosin describes. If a person Is going

to write about the Leshians, why not write about them as
they (the majority) are, not JUSL as they would like to be,"

M.,S, California

EDITOR'S NOTE: May we refer you to the September, 1757
Issue of THE LADDER, page 21, In this study of 157 Les-
bians by the Daughters of B Illtls researoh oommlttee. It
was found that the range of duration for the Iength of re-
lationship of oouples was from "Just begun" to 20 years.
The average was between four and five years,

«a e * e

"The Suzanne Prosin stud_)( of Leshian oouples Is of
magnificent value. Easily as Important as the LADDERS

research on the Leshian a few years ago. It raises,
however, a few points of argument. Not Just argument
with this study, but argument with the whole sociolog-
ical basis for the study. Roles are a nonsense game
racticed by heterosexual oouples as well as homosexual.
or a good satire of all this, read the "PlIntstones"
oomlc Strip a few times,

"If Mrs, Prosin had come to visit us she would have
seen some vary obvious things which would fit well In
her study. V@& clearly look different - one of us Is
very masculine looking and In dress . the other very
feidhineln looks and only tailored In dress, 1'd love
to open doors for her and light her cigarette - even
carry the tape recorder and play 'little boy» endlessly,
but 1t's a game - Just a game - | know I'm a girl and
secretly I'm much, much weaker emotionally than my fe,m-
Inine looking other half. Oh, it's a big secret and
you'd never guess In any one evening but the 'steely
glint' In the 'Dutch's' eye Is put on - like makeup,

"For the rest of the study - wall, loud hoorahs. It's

the first time anyone ever found the strong emphasis In
fidelity which should be obvious to euiyone who was faintly
Interested In female psychology. Women - even emancipated
ones - tend to be mono%amwts. It wreaks havoc with them
when they play 'fast and loose' and Its wonderful to have
some small proof of this for the doubters,

"It beoomee inoreaslngly apparent that onoe you study
homosexuals away from 'the couoh' or the Institution, you
find reasonably well bred. Intelligent, responsible olt-
liens with few. If any, d|ffere|nces from the ‘parent sool-

etyl'

"The em_gha_sis on ‘possessions' and ‘homes' and Joint re-
sponsibility' were expected - but none the less gratifying
after years of bohemian stereotypes,

“The emphasis on togetherness s not valid - realvl%. There
Is no ohoioe in the Leshian society. After all, who would
you spend a night away from yout partner with? In a society
sat up with ngld sex lives at least socially, the more
masculine member of a Leshian couple could hardly qo
bowling with the boys. The more feminine member might be



able to trot off to a ohuroh group alone - but that would
simply be silly.

"Finally one hopes other, longer studies will be undertaken
Involving larger groups.”

G. D., Kansas

ooooo

"Somewhere along the way, the Homosexual Press of Amerioa
Is sadly and s_mkenlngh{ missing the boat. The word is
not spelled with block letters d(homoSEXuaI), 50 wh

write as if it were. After rea mgi ears of ONE, the
MATTACHINE REVIEW, THE LADDER, DORIAN GUARTERLY, etc.,

| shudder to Imagine the oolleotlve impression a few
Y_ears of these magazines would give the average, intel-
igent heterosexual.

"I'm not an adolescent ass* | fully realize sex is here
to stay* Sex Is necessary; everyone needs it to be bal-
anced® But must we wear our need for sex in chain mall
armor and neon signs?  There is no need for euphemism,

no need for ‘homophile' or castrated pseudonyms, but there
is some need of halance*

"Even taking the ardent Freudian view that sex is present
in ev_erY act from teeth brushing to looking at the sky,
we still need not advertise all the potential beauty of
life out of our 'press voice*'

"Surely | am not wholly alone® in this reaction* Where Is

the beauty, the sensitivity, the over-awarness of emo-
tional nuance in our Journalism? Must we hard boll all the
love out of it? Is it all who %ot arrested and why? Or

all what laws keep us out of public Johns or let us in?
Which part of you is real or more real? Are you all sex

or only sex with love? Have you other needs?” What are they?

"No, don't hide ){our head in the sand or wear loose pants,
but let's not all see nothln? but the tight pants of life*
Let's have a few touches of love - a few flashes of the
eye, or maybe even a touch of the subtle*"

B*G*, Missouri
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NOW AVAILABLE

Complete Leshiana Checklist

M.Z. BRADLEY and GENE DAMC»

1960 Edition $1.50 loch
20" HANDLING

1961 Supplemont $1.00 Each
IO HANDL ING

1962 Supplemont $1.00 Each

10~ HANDLING
TO BE AVAILABLE ABOUT JUNE 10

All Three e w
3(V handling PRICE OF JUST

BY THE AUTHOR OF
(which we have for $1.95 plus 20ji Handling)

Plus 20"

BYy Harry Handling
- otis

cCA

u
Harry Otis offers some more tales about 'gay"
people from other parts of the world. He is
warmly humorous while poking fun at the foibles,
hypocrisies and frustrations which are so much
in evidence in our Western world.

/In California add ki» sales tax

DOB Book Service Suite 108
1232 Market St.
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO San Francisco 2’
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