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A WOMEN‘S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY B Y :

........

..................
.......V  Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be
havior and dress acceptable to society.

@  Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

&  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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H o m o s e x u a l  l a w '  o l í a n l e s  

foreseen in oux* lifetime

Un i t e d St a tes U » «  relating t o h o m o s e x u a l a c t s w i l l be c hanged 
(f o r the b e t t e r) duri n g our l i f e t i m e, this w a s the una n i m o u s
CONCLUSION OF A PANEL OF PSYCHIATRISTS ON THE SAN FRANOISCO
t e l e v i s i o n program "DOCTORS' Neivs Co n f e r e n c e" July 9, 1962,

"Fo r THE b e t t e r" m e a n t, t o t h e d o c t o r s, t h a t p r i v a t e a c t s b e
t w e e n c o n s e n t i n g a d u l t s w o uld not b e a  p a r t o f c r i m i n a l l a w.

Ap p earing on the p r o g r a m, vihich w a s subtitled "Me d i c i n e, La w 
and t h e ho m o s e x u a l", w e r e Dr , Ha yes Ne w b y, m o d e r a t o r ; Dr , Ka r l 
Bo w m a n, f o r m e r h ead o f t h e La n g l e y-Port e r c l i n i c o f t h e Un i v e r

s i t y OF CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL; DR, DAVID H, Vi/ILSQN, WHO IN ADDIT
ION TO BEING AN ATTORNEY AS WELL AS A MEDICAL MAN IS CHIEF CRIMI

NOLOGIST OF THE Be r k e l e y, Ca l i f ., pol i c e d e p a r t m e n t, a n d Dr ,
V/ILL I AM A. BELLAMY, ALL THE DOCTORS ARE PSYCHIATRISTS, AMO ALL 
ARE CONNECTED WITH U,C, HOSPITAL,

Que s t i o n e r s w e r e d a v i d p e r l m a n, sci e n c e e d i t o r o f the *̂a n Fran 
CISCO Ch r o n i c l e, a n d wil l i a m Boqui s t of t h e ^  Fr a n c i s c o Ex 
a m i n e r,

DR, Nb 'Sy b e gan the s e s s i o n by a s k i n g f o r a  d e f i n i t i o n o f Ho m o
s e x u a l i t y, Dr , W ilson poi n t e d out t h a t t h e r e is n o l e g a l d e f i
n i t i o n in Ca l i fornia - o nly the s p ecific s e x u a l a c t is p u n i s h a b l e,
AND THAT HOLDS TRUE EVEN IF THE ACT IS PERFORMED BY MARRIED 
COUPLES,

Th e  MEDICAL DEFINITION COMES FROM THE GREEK, HOMO MEANING SAME 
AND SEXUAL MEANING JUST THAT, IN OTHER WORDS, DR, WILSON SAID,
A PERSON ATTRACTED TO SOMEONE OF THE SAME SEX,

Dr , Bowman poi n t e d out t h a t in Eu r ope o n l y w e s t Germany a n d En g
land HAVE s p e c i f i c LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUAL I TV j ALONG WITH THE
So v i e t u n i o n a n d a l l So v i e t-Domi n a t e d c o u n t r i e s, m o s t Euro p e a n
COUNTRIES DO NOT CONSIDER HOMOSEXUALITY A CRIME IT INVOLVES
CONSENTING ADULTS IN PRIVATE,

In  ANSWER TO A QUESTION AS TO 'WHETHER THE CRIME RATE WAS HIGHER 
IN COUNTRIES HAVING NO LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUALITY, DR, BOWMAN 
SAID "NO, I DON'T THINK SO. CERTAINLY NOT IN THE SCANDINAVIAN 

COUNTRIES AND PROBABLY NOT IN THE OTHERS,"

V(HY LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUALITY? REASONS GIVEN iCRE PREJUDICE, 
SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE LAWMAKER, NOT TO MEN
TION THE CHRISTIAN-JUDAIC HERITAGE ON WHICH MOST OF OUR LAWS 

ARE BASED,

DR. VillLSON POINTED OUT THAT^RfeSENT-DAY LAWS ARE INNEFFECTIVE 
AND USUALLY NOT ENFORCED, ALTHOUGH THE PROHIBITION IS UNIVERSAL 

IN THIS COUNTRY,

DR, BOWMAN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE NEW PENAL CODE IN ILLINOIS 

EXEMPTED HOMOSEXUAL ACTS BETWEEN CONSENTING ADULTS IN PRIVATE, 

BUT THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN A COPY OF THE LAW AND THUS COULDN'T 
VOUCH FOR THIS FACT. (SEE THE LADDER, MARCHfj962)

Dr . BELLAMY REPORTED THAT MANY PATIENTS WERE SENT TO PSYCHIA
TRISTS AFTER HAVING BEEN ARRESTED, IN PUBLIC TOILETS, FOR IN
STANCE. HE ADDED THAT TREATMENT ON SUCH AN ENFORCED BASIS 
WAS USUALLY INEFFECTIVE, SINCE THE PATIENT REALLY HADN'T 
WANTED IT. He t hen WONDERED OUT LOUD ABOUT THE VALIDITY 
OF USING THE TAXPAYERS' MONEY TO MAKE SUCH ARRESTS. SUCH 
PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF EXHIBITIONISM ARE NOT HARMFUL, HE SAID,

Th e y may b e indecent.

In a n s w e r t o a q u e s t i o n as t o VHETHER t h e h o m o sexual is MORE 

LIKELY TO COMMIT A CRIME THAN THE HETEROSEXUAL, OR. BOWMAN 

SAID "NO, NOT NECESSARILY."

THE ARMED SERVICES AND PRISONS BRING ABOUT 'WHAT MIGHT BE 
CALLED "SITUATIONAL HOMOSEXUALITY", DR. WILSON POINTED 
OUT THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE DISHONORABLE DISCHARGED FROM 
UHE SERVICE FOR MERELY HAVING TENDENCIES TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY.

ASKED ABOUT THE INCIDENCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY, OR. BOWWAN 
POINTED OUT THAT THERE IS MORE OF IT IN MALES THAN IN FE
MALES, Dr . b o w m a n had PREVIOUSLY REMARKED THAT THE DISCUS

SION WAS NOT INCLUDING WOMEN BECAUSE "NOBODY PAYS ANY AT

TENTION TO WOMEN ANYWAY",



Th e K insey st a t i s t i c t hat o n e m a n in eve r y s i x w a s h o m o s e x
u a l w a s c i t e d, BUT Dr . Boiaman a d d e d t h a t the vast m a j o r i t y 

ARE a c t u a l l y BI-SEXUAL WITH ONLY 4-65^ STRICT HOMOSEXUALS,
Dr . Bellamy a d d e d t h a t e v eryone h a s a bi-s e x u a l b a sic at
BIRTH,

He a d ded t h a t h e  found the h o m o s e x u a l t o b e  m o r e d i s t u r b e d 

THAN t h e h e t e r o s e x u a l, HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS HAVE A TEN
DENCY to be l e s s s t a b l e, " it is HARO TO GROW OLD TOGETHER”,

Mr . PeRUIAN a s ked the doc t o r s "w h i c h c o m e s FIRST, INSTABILITY 
OR h o m o s e x u a l i t y?" Dr . WILSON POINTEO OUT THAT WHAT CAUSES 

THE INSTABILITY MAY CONTRIBUTE TO HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH MAKES 
IT DIFFICULT TO CURE THE LATTER. HE ADDED THAT HOMOSEXUALS 
ARE NOT BAD, THEY ARE JUST STRUGGLING WITH PROBLEMS, AS TO 

WHETHER OR NOT THEY CAN BE HELPED (CURED) HE SAID IT DE
PENDS ON THE BROAD PERSONALITY STRUCTURE, NOT JUST THE HOMO
SEXUAL ASPECT.

Of THOSE HOMOSEXUALS SEEKING TREATMENT, MOST w |sh TO BECOME 

HETEROSEXUALS, DR. WILSON ADDED THAT IF THE HOMOSEXUAL IS 
RELATIVELY ADJUSTED HE DOESN'T WANT TO GIVE UP HIS HOMOSEX
UALITY,

Pr a ise w a s given for Ca l i f o r n i a's s e x u a l Ps y h o p a t h l a w and
FOR THE WORK BEING DONE AT ATASCADERO. THE LAW, HOWEVER, IS 
n o t p r i m a r i l y AIMED AT HOMOSEXUALS, ALTHOUGH A HOMOSEXUAL 
CAN BE SETT TO ATASCADERO IF HE CONSTITl/TES A MENACE TO SOC
IETY UNDER THE DEFINITION OF THE LAW,

Dr . Bo w m a n d e c u r e d  t hat t h e m e n a c e of the h o m o s e x u a l to
SOCIETY IS GREATLY OVERDRAWN,

In  s u m m i n g u p , t h e doctors a g r e e d t h a t THE PRESENT DAY U W

REFLECTS THE MORES OF SOCIETY AND NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN 
THE LAWS CAN BE MADE UNTIL THE PEOPLE ARE READY,

Th i s , t h e n , m e ans that t h e r e m u s t be m o r e em p h a s i s o n e d u
c a t i o n OF t h e publ i c t o t h e t r u e f a c t s, a l l a g r e e d t h a t

THERE 'WOULD BE CHANGES IN THE UlVS WITHIN THEIR LIFETIMES,

- PHYLLIS LYON

DL 3Me oftL jCaU
P eop le  o f 'ten  m isuse l a b e l s  on p e o p le , Ve la b e l  the  wrong 
ones and la b e l  f o r  the  wrong re a s o n s .  Perhaps I t ' s  b e -  
oause^ to o  o f te n ,  we go by lo o k s , Ve see a man w ith  a 
s o l id  gold t i e  p in  and m anloured n a i l s .  We c a l l  him r i c h .
We see  a o h lld  under th e  r u le  of a s t r i c t  dl s o lp l ln a r la n  
and c a l l  t h a t  o h lld  ab u sed . We see a woman w ith  sh o r t  
h a i r  • • •  But I  oould  go on w ith  t h i s ,  though  by now you 
know irtiat I s  meant h e r e .  R eference to  the l a t t e r  typ e  
p u ts  me I n  mind of a f r i e n d  who r e c e n t ly  to ld  me she le a rn e d  
o f h e r  d e n t i s t ' s  n u rse  b e in g  "o n e " ,

" I t  was a g h a s t ly  e x p e r le n o e ,"  she s a id ,  "w ith  th a t  
Lesbian,"

I r id d le d  d i s c r e e t  q u e s tio n s  a t  h e r l ik e  atom ic m is s i le s  
and le a rn e d  t h a t  the  woman's su sp ic io n s  had been aroused  
because  the woman wore no wedding r i n g ,  (Who ev er h eard  
o f a d e n t i s t ' s  n u rse  n o t  w earing a wedding r ln g T l)  And 
th e  woman wore her h a i r  In  a s h o r t  b o y ish  o u t ,  r i g h t  a lo ng  
w ith  the  f a o t  t h a t  she perform ed h e r  s e rv ic e s  w ith  a 
d e a d ly  "a g g re s s iv e  e f f lo l e n o y ,"  Why, I  th o u g h t, oh , why 
d i d n 't  t h a t  n u rse  r e l a x  a b i t  -  p e rh ap s  on the  oouoh In  
th e  w a itin g  room -  In s te a d  o f b e ing  so e f f i c i e n t  and 
"obvlOUST"

"What i s  wo_rse," I  was t o l d ,  " th a t  woman had the  u n m iti
g a te d  g a l l  to  ho ld  my hand 1"

And I so wanted to  a sk  her I f  she w ou ld 'v e  f e l t  b e t t e r  had 
she g o t te n  h o ld  of her f o o t ,  bu t in s te a d «  "What d id  ycu 
do?" I  th lnK  I  asKqd*

What oould  I  do?" oame the  answ er w hile th e  don r  of I t  
gawked a t me as I f  I  were out o f my mind* "The d e n t i s t  
was p u l l in g  out my m o la r!"

"How was i t ? "  I  a s k e d .

" H o r r i fy in g , what e ls e ?  
h o ld  o f your hand?"

When one of them L esb ian s ta k e s



She seemed so u p se t I  d i d n ' t  b o th e r  to  ' t e l l  h e r  I  meant 
how was th e  e x t r a c t io n ,  Anyvray, I t  was a s tu p id  q u e s t io n .

W ith a v i l l a i n o u s  g le e ,  o h u o k lln g  a l l  th e  way up my in s id e s ,  
I  cou ld  s c a rc e ly  su p p re ss  a sk in g  h e r  how come the  a t t e n «  
t i o n  a l l  of a sudden on th e  oozy h a n d -h o ld in g , and a l l  
t h a t .  But I  d i d n ' t ,  I  d id ,  th o u g h , r e q u i r e  d e n ta l  c a r e .  
That i s ,  I  th in k  I  th o u g h t I  needed a d e n ta l  oheokup,
(My l a s t  one had been way back ab o u t f iv e  weeks b e f o r e , )

D uring my " a n t ic ip a te d "  o rd e a l i n  th e  d e n ta l  c h a i r ,  I  had 
an o p p o r tu n ity  ( l  made i t )  to  v i s i t  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n a b le  
n u rs e .  That i s  , . ,  the n u rse  in  q u e s t io n .  And d u r in g  
our t e t e - a - t e t e  i t  was d is c lo s e d  t h a t  the  absence  o f h e r  
r in g  had been  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  d a r l in g  l i t t l e  boy 
had f lu sh e d  i t  down th e  Jo h n , A lso , a s  we co n v ersed  she 
re p e a te d ly  com plained about th e  h e a t ,  " T h e re ,"  I con
c lu d e d , " i s  the  answ er to  th e  s h o r t  b o b ,"  Her a g g re s 
s iv e  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a c q u ire d  w ith  some y e a rs  of good t r a i n 
in g  and s e l f - d i s o l p l l n o .  There w a s n 't  an a u ra  o f  sw eet 
m ystery  in  the  damnedably e f f i c i e n t  way she t h r u s t  t h a t  
long hypoderm ic of novocain  to  d o c to r ,  (Come to  f in d  
o u t ,  I 'd  a c q u ire d  a bad m o la r!)

T h e re 's  the  o th e r  s id e  to  th e  c o in  too# I 'd  had a 
group of p eop le  in  my home, one of whom as a d y e d - in -  
the -w o o l le s b ia n  and q u ite  unbeknown to  th e  r e s t  of th e  
crowd. Unbeknown to  m o st, t h a t  i s .  L a te r  on in  th e  
even ing  one of th e  group took  me a s id e  s o l i c i t o u s l y  and 
announced in  a h o a rse  w hisper t h a t  th e  b ig  g i r l  (who 
was a L esb ian ) was a " le z b e a n " . A cting  p ro p e r ly  s c a n 
d a l iz e d ,  I  den ied  th e  a c c u s a t io n  w ith  w e ll-m o d u la ted  
r ig h te o u s  in d ig n a t io n .  Then, th in k in g  t h a t  I  ought b e t 
t e r  to  a c t  u nschoo led  on th e  s u b je c t ,  I  h a s t i l y  ta c k e d  a 
q u e s tio n  (o u t of seq u en ce)! "But w h a t 's  t h a t ?" When he 
e x p la in e d  to  me what i t  m eant, I  s a id  he was n u ts ,  and 
d i d n 't  he know th a t  th e  "b ig  g a l"  w ith  th e  lu m b e r ja c k 's  
Ja c k e t and th e  woodsm an's b o o ts  was a c o u s in  to  th e
f a m i l y  w h o ' d  b e e n  h i s  n e i g h b o r s  s i n c e  b e f o r e  ha was  b o r n ?
And v o i l a j  By p u t t in g  th e  g i r l  in  h i s  own f a m i l i a r  
eind ind eg en o u r e n v iro n s  i t  im m ed ia te ly  absoved h e r .
And h e r  p e c u l ia r  s ty l e  of d re s s  was o h a lk e d -o ff  to  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  "The whole damned neighborhood  was f u l l  of 
q u eer J o k e r s ."  (H is w o rd s.)

Then t h e r e 's  the  case  of a f r i e n d  who, hav ing  Ju s t  
moved in to  an a p a rtm e n t, t o l d  me the  p la c e  had been 
p re v io u s ly  occup ied  by a " l l s b o n " ,  (No re fe re n c e  to  the 
c i t y  i n  P o r tu g a l ,  I  l a t e r  l e a r n e d ,)  I t  seems the  b a th 
room of t h i s  ap artm en t had been co v ered ,/ro m  b a th  to  
shower (and back a g a in  to  commode) w ith  ch eeseca k e , and 
the  t e n a n t  was a woman,

"Sood g r i e f  I" I s a id ,  "What d id  th e  poor th in g  g e t  out of 
a l l  t h a t? "  I  th o u g h t I 'd  spoken to o  q u ic k , showing my 
o v e r-co n ce rn  a t  th e  s tu p id i t y  o f nudey p i c tu r e s .  But my 
f r i e n d  ac c e p te d  th e  meaning e x a c t ly  as i t  was g iv e n .

" T h a t 's  Ju s t  w hat I  s a y ,"  she s a id ,  
with- a ’p i c tu r e  g a l l e r y  o f g i r l s ,"

"Uy gawdl a woman

S h o rtly  a f te rw a rd s ,  on m eeting  th e  g a l who'd com plained 
of th e  cheesecake in  h e r  bathroom , I  asked how she was 
g e t t i n g  on in  h e r  new a p a r tm e n t, "Oh t h a t , "  she sa id  
c a s u a l ly ,  " I  l e f t  th e re  about a  week a f t e r  I  moved i n .  
Had a chance to  move in  w ith  B e tty ,  B e tty  and I  work 
to g e th e r ,  Heok, i t  saves me h a l f  the  r e n t .  The r e n t  
a t  th e  o th e r  p la c e  was e x o r b i t a n t ,"

"What abou t th e  p ic tu r e s ? "  I a sk e d , , ^

"What p ic tu r e s ? "  ^he s a id ,

"The ones i n  your bathroom ," I s a id ,  h e e d le s s ly  p u t t in g  
i t  a l l  i n  the  p re s e n t  t e n s e ,
"Bathroom? Oh, Yeh, T h ose ,"  She la u g h e d , "P a r as I  
knew th e  damn t h i n g s 'r e  s t i l l  u p ,"

I  c o u ld n 't  h e lp  but wonder what th e  fo llo w in g  te n a n ts  
th o u g h t of h e r  when th e y  moved In  to  f in d  the  bevy o f 
p ic tu r e s  t h e r e .

Funny,  how o f t e n  t he  word L e s b i a n  i s  w h i t t l e d  and b u f f e d  
and t u r n e d .  L e z b e a n .  L i s b o n .  L e s s b i n .  Which c a l l s  t o

?



mind- once when s ta r ry -e y e d  and young I  announced t h a t  I  
wanted to  be a  " th e s p ia n ."  And w hile f l e e i n g  round and 
round th e  d in in g  t a b le  J u s t  sh o r t  of my g u a r d ia n 's  f u r i 
ous g ra s p , I  »Jiad to  e x p la in  th e  meaning of t h a t  word be
fo re  she q u i t  p u rsu in g  me. Y e t, n o t on ly  i s  th e  word 
i t s e l f  o f te n  m ispronounced -  and m is c a l le d  -  b u t more 
s e r io u s ly ,  i t ' s  very  m eaning I s  m isu n d e rs to o d . The a c t  
seems to  superim pose th e  s t a t e .  I t ' s  n o t meant to  be 
im p lied  h e re  t h a t  th e re  I s  no s te re o ty p e  L e sb ia n . I  
guess whenever g roups and c l iq u e s  and gangs a re  fo rm ed , 
a c h ie v in g  th e  n a rro w er I n t e g r a t io n  of th e  c i r c l e ,  a 
s te re o ty p e  w i l l  I n e v i ta b ly  fo rm .
What do I th in k  when I th in k  o f women's c lub? I  th in k  
(fo rg iv e  my meager b ackg round ): ro tu n d , m id d le -ag ed
m atron , w earing  p in c e -n e z , sk ip p in g  w i l l y - n i l l y  b e tw ix t 
t a b le s  of t e a ,  w ith  l i t t l e  more to  t a l k  o f b u t the  
w eather and members n o t p r e s e n t .  But -  t h e r e 's  th e  i n 
s ta n c e  of a L esb ian  f r i e n d  w ho(fo r re a s o n s  o f c l a r i t y  
w e 'l l  c a l l  Meg) had been  i n v i t e d  to  th e  home o f a fe l lo w  
womens' c lub  member whom w e 'l l  c a l l  E ls ie  h e r e .
The purpose  of th e  i n v i t e ,  i t  seem s, had been  to  Inform  
Meg th a t  a few u n d e s ira b le s  in  th e  o lu b  had aooused h e r 
of b e ing  -a  q u e e r" , and E ls ie  w ished to  h e lp  th w a rt t h e i r  
o b v io u s ly  m a lic io u s  I n t e n t  to  have Meg o u s te d . Not w i l l 
in g  to  a c c e p t E l s i e 's  naive p r o te s t  ( i t  sim ply  p u t t  e 
woman in  a v u ln e ra b le  sp o t)  Meg a d m itte d  t h a t  she was a 
L esb ian  and had been f o r  as long  as memory serv ed  h e r ,
E ls ie ,  ta k in g  th e  pronouncem ent "n o rm a lly "  f ld g e te  , e -  
gan s e v e ra l  t o p ic s  about th e  h o rse  ra c e s  and 
punishm ent; s p i l l e d  the  c o ffe e  as she se rv e d  and a l l  b u t 
b u rs t  in to  a wash of t e a r s .  So alarm ed and tim o ro u s  had 
E ls ie  become t h a t  as H e g t e l l s  i t ,  she to o  had g o t te n  
somewhat d i f f i d e n t .  She asked  p o l i t e l y ,  though h e s i t a n t 

l y .  i f  She m ight n o t h e lp  g e t d in n e r  s t a r t e d .  Her h -  
e s i ’ sa ld  y e s ,  L  a way a s  though  she co u ld  th in k  o f  n o th  ng 
e ls e  a t  a l l  in  th e  w orld  to  s a y . Her a g i t a t i o n  seemed to  
make p re m e d ita te d  answ ers Im p o s s ib le ,
In  th e  k i tc h e n  -  a c u b ic le  la rg e  enough f o r  th e  custom ary  
a p p lia n c e s  and one o p e ra to r  -  th e se  two were ^ o a ro e ly  
a L e  to  keep from c ra c k in g  e lbow s. And th e n  i t  happened . 
Both women tu rn e d  i n  th e  c u b ic le  of k i t c h e n ,  one fum bling  
W ith th e  F rench  b re a d , th e  o th e r  Ju g g lin g  egg p la n t s ;

each were b e n t on ch o res  a t  o p p o s ite  ends of th e  room -  
and from  M eg's d e s c r ip t io n  o f t h a t  k itc h e n  i t  seemed un
l i k e l y  t h a t  th e re  were o p p o s ite  en d s! Anyway, midway 
th e y  c o l l id e d .  "Hoooahhhl" p ip ed  E ls ie  in  a s im u la ted  
oough. She th rew  up h e r  hands and s e n t the  French  b read  i n 
to  th e  a i r  so t h a t  lan d in g  i t  knocked over the b o t t l e  of 
I t a l i a n  w ine , w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e Meg became more a c 
t i v e l y  p reo ccu p ied  In  Ju g g lin g  ( in  the  e l e c t r i f i e d  a i r )  
the  e g g p la n ts  to  keep them from p lo p p in g  onto  th e  f l o o r .
I f  th e y  h a d n 't  ended up la u g h in g , th e  whole th in g  m ight 
n o t have been fu n n y .

I t  seems t h a t  E ls ie  had seen a few o f  th e  b o ld -a p p e a r in g  
L esb ian s e n te r in g  and le a v in g  a gay b ar she used to  l iv e  
n e a r .  Once one of the  g i r l s  who was drunk advemoed the  
I n v i t a t i o n  f o r  E ls ie  to  coma in  and have a d r in k  w ith  h e r .
At once E ls ie  had c o n s id e re d  th e  i n v i t e  a v i l e  p ro p o sa l 
f u l l  of im p l ic a t io n .  I t  got so po o r o ld  E ls ie  tho u g h t 
ev ery  l a s t  L esb ian  a sex o p p o r tu n is t .

And th e n ,  to  im agine t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  of L esb ians mak
in g  up the  b a r  crowd i s  t y p i c a l  of th e  L esb ian  I s  as f a r 
fe tc h e d  a s  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  sk idrow  in  any c i t y  by and 
la rg e  i s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of th e  c i t i z e n r y  t h e r e .  What 
abou t th e  re s e rv e d  L esb ian? the  q u ie t?  th e  in te g ra te d ?
(th e  homebody, I f  you w i l l ) ?  Owing to  her need f o r  s i le n c e  
in  o rd e r  to  p r o te c t  her l o v e - l i f e  from s la n d e r ,  she rem ains 
obscure  and u n re c o g n iz e d .

One l a s t  a s id e :  some y e a rs  back a L esb ian  in  my acq u a in 
ta n c e  had been w arned, by a w ell-m eaning  f r i e n d ,  n o t to  
go a lone to  a c e r t a in  c i t y  in  th e  w e s t . The a d v iso r  cau
t io n e d  t h a t  in  ___________ ,  L esb ian s a cc o s ted  you on th e
s t r e e t s !  The a d v ised  ( I n t r e p id  and s p i r i t e d  g a l t h a t  she 
was) heeded n o t .  She had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  v i s i t  th e  
w e s t, and w e n t. And she le a rn e d  to  h e r dism ay th a t  need 
f o r  th e  w arning was un fo un d ed II

-  D iana S te r l in g
* * * * *

DOB i s  s o l i c i t i n g  d o n a tio n s  f o r  th e  Blanche M. Baker Memo
r i a l  S c h o la rsh ip  Fund, W on't you p le a s e  help?



WHO AM I ?
There I s  one th in g  th e  American p u b lic  has ^n common •  
p ro b lem s. And th e  In te n s e  d e s ir e  to  so lv e 'i th e se  p ro b le m s .
They seek  an answ er from  re l ig io n ^  e d u c a t io n , e n t e r t a i n 
m ent, ph iloB ophy and p sy c h o lo g y . S c i e n t i f i c  advances be
come more and more f a n t a s t i c ,  w h ile  s o c io lo g ic a l l y  man 
w anders around  in  the  same maze o f c o n fu s io n  and f r u s t r a 
t io n  a s  h is  f o r e f a t h e r s .
There i s  one d if f e r e n c e  to d a y . The a l l - im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n ,  
"Who am I? "  i s  b e in g  asked n o t o n ly  by th e  m in i s te r  and 
p h ilo s o p h e r ,  bu t by th e  man on th e  s t r e e t ,  P sy o h o a n a ly s ls  
i s  the  f a v o r i t e  to p ic  of the  c a r t o o n i s t ,  th e  M a r t in i - d r in k e r  
and th e  Sunday M agazine Supplem ent. Our p la y s  s a t i r i z e  con
fo rm ity  (The R h in o ce ro s) ,  r e p o r t  on p sycho lo g y  (The P ar 
C oun try ) and expose o u r h id d en  ch ild h o o d  c o n f l i c t s  (Toys Iji 
th e  A t t i c ) ,
T oday 's  American p a ra d o x ic a l ly  f a c e s  g r e a t e r  te n s io n  and 
g r e a t e r  o p p o r tu n ity  th a n  Aver befD rô ip  th e  h l s t b c i i o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  As he becomes mûre aware o f h i s  trem endous 
p o t e n t i a l ,  ho i s  shocked by th e  sudden r e o o g n it io n  o f h i s  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  He has b a re ly  begun h is  s tu d y  o f th e  human 
m ind, and i s  v ag u e ly  aware of h is  em otions th ro u g h  th e  oom- 
m u n lca tio n  m e d ia 's  use  o f "em o tio n a l a p p e a l" ,

Man i s  face d  w ith  th e  b u rn in g  d e s ir e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  h im s e lf  
and th e  w orld  in  which he must l i v e ,  and a t  th e  tim e  a t te n d  
to  th e  p re s s in g  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f e x i s t e n c e .  He i s  t o r n  i n  sev 
e r a l  p ie c e s  and d iv id e d  among h i s  f a m ily , f r i e n d s ,  s o c ie ty  
and the  w o rld . And th e n ,  p lagu ed  by m em ories, d e fe a te d  by 
h i s  c o n f l i c t i n g  em o tio n s , m isu n de rsto o d  by fa m ily  and a s s o 
c i a t e s ,  and c e r t a i n ly  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  them , roan f i n a l l y  p o se s  
h im se lf  on a ro o k , h is  elbow on h i s  k n e e , h is  head r e s t i n g  on 
h i s  h and , and t h in k s ,  "Who am I? "

Vihere does he go from  h e re î  P erhaps to  a  d o c to r  f o r  a new 
d i e t ,  some p e p - p i l l s  or a r e s t - o u r e .  He may t e l l  h is  now 
f a m i l i a r  s to r y  to  a f r i e n d ,  o r th e  b a r te n d e r  o r  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  
He may c o n s u l t  a m in i s te r  or a fa m ily  c o u n s e lo r .  I f  he can 
a f f o r d  i t ,  as a f i n a l  d e s p e ra te  s te p ,  he may see a  psycho
a n a l y s t .

I f  h i s  p rob lem s have no t e ru p te d  su dd en ly , he may push them 
back in  h i s  mind and Ig n o re  them , p erhaps fo rg e t  them . Tem
p o r a r i ly .  And the  fa m ily  c o n f l i c t s  c o n tin u e , and th e  f e a r s ,  
and th e  tu r m o i l ,  and the  g row ing , gnawing sense of f r u s t r a 
t io n .  "Who am IT" Indeed .

And the  p lague  sp re a d s , c o n ta m in a tin g  a fa m ily , oozes in to  
th e  neighborhood  as d is c o n te n t  and s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  in to  th e  
c i t y  as p re ju d ic e  and g r a f t ,  d e lu g e s  th e  n a t io n  w ith  h a te  
and f e a r  and w itc h -b u rn in g , and e n g u lfs  the  w orld w ith  c rim e , 
p o v e r ty , w ar.
F a r - fe tc h e d ?  Not a t  a l l .  V/ar i s  b u t in n e r  c o n f l i c t s  a m il
l io n  tim es  m a g n if ie d . P re ju d ic e  i s  c h ild h o o d  f e a r  grow n-up. 
Crime i s  a c h i l d 's  em otions in  an a d u lt  body.

"Who am IT" P erhaps th e  b e s t  p la c e  to  f in d  th e  answer i s  
in  the  b e g in n in g . In m an 's b e g in n in g . In h is  b i r t h .  In 
h is  c h ild h o o d . The r i v e r  b eg in s  a t  i t s  so u rc e , a h a rm less  
t r i c k l i n g  s p r in g ,  w ith  l i t t l e  power to  erode canyons, or 
f lo o d  fa rm la n d s , or power g e n e ra to r s ,  o r d e s tro y  l i v e s ,  or 
i r r i g a t e  a r r l d  w astes  of d e s e r t s .

The c h i ld  i s  b o rn , b e g in s  to  grow, has e x p e r ie n c e s . His mind 
re c o rd s  every  sound, s ig h t ,  s e n s a t io n . He burns h is  hand, 
and remembers n o t to  tou ch  the  s to v e . The memory i s  f i l e d  
in  h is  com plex b r a in ,  and h i s  fo u n d a tio n  of memory grow s.
Hour a f t e r  h o u r , day by day , y e a r  upon y e a r .  One day he i s  
grown u p . He i s  i r r i t a t e d  because he i s  a f r a id  to  l i g h t  tho 
gas h e a te r .  He goes to  work and w o r r ie s .  Did he unplug  a l l  
th e  e l e c t r i c  a p p lia n c e s?  They m ight cause a f i r e .  Suppose 
th e  w ater h e a te r  were to  ex p lo d e , o r a l ig h te d  c ig a r e t t e  were 
to  f a l l  on th e  ru g , or h i s  w ife were to  leave  th e  i ro n  on th e  
iro n in g  b o a rd , or h is  c h i ld  were to  f in d  h is  c i g a r e t t e  l i g h t e r .

One f e a r ,  one t e r r i f y i n g  p la g u in g  f e a r  and a s le n d e r  th re a d  
of memory, b ack , back to  one e x p e r ie n c e . A l i t t l e  c h i ld  burns 
i t s  hand and i t s  b ra in  re c o rd s  p a in ,  f r i g h t ,  bew ilderm ent in  
i t s  most savage fo rm . The c h i ld  lau g h s  soon, p la y s ,  f o r g e t s .  
But th e  memory l i e s  dorm ant. W aitin g . U n ti l  a grown-up body 
r e a c t s  w ith  d o u b t, or t e r r o r ,  o r r e v u ls io n  as ch ildhood  memory 
i s  t r ig g e r e d .

(C ontinued  on page 23)



mood mcocetUutea.

HIGH SOCIETY

Moonbaams bouncing on a t i g e r ’ s t a i l ,
White sw allow s w inging t h e i r  way to  W onderland, 
Green g ra s s  grow ing and b u rn in g  in  th e  sun. 
C a lico  c a t s  c a l l i n g  fo r  b r in e d  b re a d  and b e e r . 
Scabby, sk in n y  dogs d ev o u rin g  c a v ia r ,
A b re a th  of w in te r  wind warms a  b e g g a r’ s h e a r t .  
Pog b u s i ly  fo g g in g  round d r o p le t s  o f r a i n ,  
Cumulous c lo u d s  shedd ing  h o t summer sun ,
"W ell a d ju s te d "  f o lk s  h a p p ily ,  h a p p ily  d e p re sse d  
A patchw ork  q u i l t  of d o l l i e s  and d ia p e r s .

-  Lee

DAVmiNG

The w ings of my sou l a re  to o  v i l l l f u l  to  d e ta in  my d o u b tin g  
mind o r to  hamper my h e s i t a n t  h e a r t .

I  s a i l  from a smooth sea  of s e c u r i ty  and r o l l  on a r i v e r  of 
r e s t l e s s  dream s y e t  to  be r e a l i z e d .

I s in k  s low ly  and sw ee tly  in to  th e  san g u in e  s o lu t io n  o f my 
w o n d e rfu lly  w akefu l slum ber.

I sw ell w ith  the  ex p ec tan cy  of the unkown.
But I am c o n te n t .

I  have broken th e  bonds which have t i e d  me f o r  too  lo n g  a 
tim e to  c a l lo u s  c o n v e n tio n a l custom s.

I am fe d  upon th e  f in e  food  which flo w s from my in n e r  s e l f .
I  am c lo th e d  in  calm and s e r e n i ty
And in  th e se  c lo th e s  1 lu x u r ia te  in  l i v i n g .
I seek  and I s h a l l  f in d  because my l im i t a t i o n s  a re  l i a s  

of th e  p a s t .

Oh, L if e !  I  awake 1

-  Dubby

by Abigail Sanford

AFTER FAREWELL

A w hite  o ld  moon w a its  th ro u g h  th e  s t i l l  n ig h t  
e n d le s s ly  p a s s iv e ;
r a in  has washed the  a i r  of too  p o ig n a n t sw ee tn ess , 
l e f t  i t  c le a r  and th in  as sp r in g  w a te r .
On s i l e n t  t r e e s  and s t r e e t s  f a i n t  s t a r s
coo l and f a r
look  down I n c u r i o u s . , . ,
M ight on ly  th e  p a le  s t i l l n e s s  p o sse ss  my e y e l id s ,  
th e  f l u i d  a i r  coo l an ach ing  t h r o a t ,  
the  l i t t l e  s t a r s  touch  my h e a r t  
w ith  t h e i r  a n c ie n t  q u i e t . . . .

But o u ts id e  a n ig h t  hawk 
swoops and s h r i l l s ,  swoops aind s h r i l l s ,  
c ra v in g , q u e s t in g , b e a t in g  a t  th e  calm of 

th e  sm all hours 
w ith  a s h a t t e r in g  c ry  —

To him my h e a r t  makes answ er.

LADY ELUSIVE

Ripe wheat In  summer sun h er s o f t  h a i r ,  
P e a r l  b ir c h  In  dawn l i g h t  her f a c e .
Eyes b lue  of tw i l ig h t  when s t a r s  wake. 
As w ln d -r lp p le d  i r i s  h e r g ra c e .

M otions a l l  s w if t  as a b i r d ’ s f l i g h t ;  
S w ord .slim , p l i a n t  as a re e d .
She gleam s f l e e t ,  f e n c in g , p a r ry in g .  
T h ru s ts  deep -  and goes w ith o u t h eed .

L ig h t s te p ,  l i g h t  la u g h , l i g h t  song, 
L av ish in g  of l i g h t  hands f r e e ;
What of h e a r t  beh ind  warm f in g e r s  — 
True lo v e , o r fe y  if itc h e ry ?



Live and Let Live
A FIRST IN RADIO BROADCASTING - A DISCUSSION ON HOMOSEXUALITY BY 
HOMOSEXUALS THEMSELVES - WAS PRESENTED ON STATION VISA I ON JULY (5 

WITH RESOUNDING RESULTS FROM THE NEV/ YORK PRESS, BUT WHEN REPEATED 
BY STATION KPFA-FM IN BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, ON AUGUST I, WAS COM
PLETELY IGNORED BY THE SaN FRANCISCO PAPERS,

I'

On  t h e pro g r a m entitled "Live a n d Let L ive", e i g h t p r a c t i c i n g h o 
mo s e x u a l s PARTICIPATED IN A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION OF feuCH MATTERS 
AS THEIR SEXUAL DRIVES, THE PATTERNS OF THEIR SOCIAL AND PROFES
SIONAL EXISTENCES AND THE PREJUDICES THEY ENCOUNTS! IN A HETERO
SEXUAL SOCIETY,

Ja c k Gould o f t h e Nw  York T imes c o n s i d e r e d the d i s c u s s i o n to 

HAVE BEEN "HANCLED WITH CANDOR AND TACT", HE SAID IT "WAS BY FAR 

THE MOST EXTENSIVE CONSIDERATION OF THE SUBJECT TO BE HEARD ON 
Am e r i c a n r a dio a n d it s u c c e e d e d, o n e w o u l d t h i n k , in e n c o u r a g i n g
A WIDER UNDERSTANDING OF THE HOMOSEXUAL'S ATTITUtES AND PROBLEMS."

M ilton b r a c k e r, a l s o o f Th e r®/ York t i m e s , d e s c r i b e d t h e pro g r a m
BRIEFLY AND THEN WENT TO GREAT LENGTHS TO EXPLAIN THE WOLFENOEN

Report in En g l a n d a n d t h e m o del p e n a l code as a d o p t e d by t h e Am e r
ican La w  In s t i t u t e, In  both c a ses h o t o s e x u a l ac t i v i t y bet w e e n 
co n s e n t i n g adu l t s is c o n s idered out s i d e o f t h e r e a l m o f t h e La w ,

In  c o ntrast to t h e T imes c o v e r a g e. Th e  Nay York Jo u r n a l Am e r i c a n 
h a d t his t o SAY:

"'«lE'VE h e a r d o f silly SITUATIONS IN BROADCASTING, BUT FM STATION 
ilBAI WINS OUR TOP PRIZE FOR SCRAPING THE SICKLY BARREL-BOTTOM,
WBAI ANNOUNCES, A BIT PROUDLY, IT WILL GIVE EIGHT YOUNG HOMOSEX
UALS EQUAL TIME TO TELL THEIR PERVERTED SIDE OF THE ADMITTEDLY 

SAD BUT CERTAINLY SINFUL STORY BECAUSE l«AI BELIEVES 'IN THE RIGHT
OF M inorities t o be h e a r d'..., t his lower-d e p t h s d e c i s i o n fol l o w e d 
THE a p p r o a c h TO THE STATION'S BUBBLEHEADED BRASS OF A FELLOW 
BEARING THE CARO OF "PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR, HOMOSEXUAL LEAGUE 
OF Am e r i c a",,,, is t h a t a  Un i o n?"

Th e Nay Yo r k He f a l d Tr i b u n e fou n d t h e p r o g r a m t o be n e w s w o r t h y 
a l s o , BUT t h e Sa n  Fr ancisco p r e s s fEVAiNEO s i l e n t,

E C H O ’
A STORY BY ZEE NEWELL

"THEY'VE BEEN TOGETHER TWENTY YEARS!" VIRGINIA EXCLAIMED TO THE 
FRIEND WHO m S WITH HER, AS THEY BALANCED CAKE AND COFFEE ON 

THEIR KNEES. (T WAS A NICE PARTY, AND EVERYBODY WSAS HAVING A GOOD 
TIME. THE GUESTS RANGED IN AGE FROM EARLY TWENTIES TO FORTY, AND 

THE COUPLE WHO HAD BEEN TOGETHER SO LONG HAD JUST PASSED THAT MARK.

"SOME PEOPLE ARE LUCKY, SOKE AREN’T," REMARKED GWEN, W O  WAS SEATED 
NEARBY AND HEARD THE COMMENT. "THEY JUST HAPPENED TO DRAW THE 
LUCKY NUMBER. THEY'RE THE EXCEPTION - THE ONE IN A MILLION WHO 
DREW THE LUCKY NUMBER."

"Oh , Gw e n - y o u 're so b i t t e r!"

"YOU GET THAT VWY," GWEN SAID AND BURIED A FORK IN THE CAKE.

"IIHY, GWEN?"

"YOU'LL KNOW WHY AFTER A FEW MORE LOVE AFFAIRS GO PFFFT."

"Ours isn't  g o ing t o go p f f f t. Is it d a r l i n g?" V irginia said d e
f e n s i v e l y, TURNING A HOPEFUL FACE TO PaT.

"No. It  is n o t ." Pa t 's ansiicr rang d e e p w i t h love - and d etermi
n a t i o n.

WITH ALL THE PROBLEMS HOMOSEXUALS FACE YOU DON'T HAVE A CHANCE,
Gw e n tho u g h t t o h e r s e l f, poking s o m e cake in h e r m o u t h t o h o l d d own 
THE WORDS. Added to t h e i r o w n adjust m e n t s of living t o g e t h e r, this 

couple h a d f a m i l y a n d f i n ancial p r o b l e m s. V irginia w a s a t t r a c t i v e, 
AND IT w a s  o n l y A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL SOMEBODY ELSE....

Gw e n rose qui c k l y and made h e r  w a y o v e r t o the piano t o j o i n the 
oth e r s WHO w ere listening t o the m u s i c.

'■'I WANT o urs t o l a s t , PAT," VIRGINIA SAID. "I DON'T WANT TO BE AL
WAYS CHANGING PARTNERS. DO YOU THINK WE'VE DRAWN THE LUCKY NUMBER



THAT COMES CP ONCE tN A MILLION LIKE GWEN SAID?"

"I DON'T BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUMBERS ANY MORE," PAT REPLIED SOBERLY, 
"I BELIEVE IN EFFORT. HOMOSEXUALS HAVE NO MORE PROBLEMS THAN HE

TEROSEXUALS. Gw e n t h i n k s if she w e r e o n l y a c c e p t e d b y s o c i e t y h e r 
TROUBLES WOULD BE OVER. SOCIETY DOESN'T FROWN ON HETEROSEXUALS, 
YET THEY HAVE PROBLEMS."

"Bur LESBIANS DO HAVE PROBLEMS! YOU KNOW THEY DOJ"

"I DIDN'T SAY THEY HAVE NO PROBLEMS. I SAID THEY HAVE NO MORE 
THAN ANYBODY ELSE. SOMETIMES THEY'RE A DIFFERENT KINO, SOMETIMES 
THE SAME. All t h o s e MOTHER-IN-LAW JOKES V£RE WRITTEN BY HETERO

SEXUALS FOR HETEROSEXUALS. THEY ALSO HAVE OTHER ATTRACTIONS AND 
FINANCIAL ' ORRIES, AND THEY'RE NOT lOO/'i UNDERSTOOD BY OTHERS. FUR
THERMORE, THEY USUALLY HAVE THEIR CHILDREN'S PROBLEMS IN ADDITION 

TO THEIR OWN.. EVERYBODY HAS PROBLEMS, AND IF GWEN WOLLDN'T DWELL 
SO MUCH ON THEM, 9HE WOULD HAVE MORE TIME LEFT FOR SOLVING THET,!."

"Pati Gvìen is o u r f r i e n d! Yo u sound l ike a  t r a i t o r!"

"Tr a i t o r to h h a t? h o m o s e x u a l i t y isn't  a  c a u s e - it's j u s t a  p r e
f e r e n c e WE HAVE IN c o m m o n. WE DON'T HAVE TO REFUSE CONSTRUCTIVE 
CRITICISM FOR FEAR OF LOSING GROUND WITH SOCIETY OR OURSELVES. |'M 

NOT UNSYMPATHETIC EITHER - I'M ONLY CONCERNED. IT SOUNDS CORNY,
BUT THESE ARE MY PEOPLE AND THAT'S WHY I CARE. I'VE GONE THROUGH 
MY qUOTA OF AFFAIRS, TOO, BUT AFTER THE LAST ONE I DECIDED TO TAKE 
A GOOD LOOK AT MYSELF - AND I DIDN'T LIKE WHAT I SAW. A LESBIAN 
MARRIAGE IS JUST LIKE ANY OTHER MARRIAGE, AND THAT'S WHY | DON'T 

BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUIBERS - | BELIEVE IN EFFORT. IT'S GIVE AND 
TAKE, AND IF BOTH PART IES,Gl VE MORE THAN THEY TAKE, NOBODY ENDS 
OP WITH A DEFICIT."

"Oh , Pa t , I f e e l t hat w a y t o o !"

"I KNOIV YOU DO. that's w h y WE CAN'T MISS. NOW I'D BETTER GET 

OUT TO THE KITCHEN, DOLL. I WAS ASSIGNED K.P. DUTY TONIGHT. BUT 
LET'S HAVE A LONG TALK IVHEN WE GET HOME." SHE LEANED OVER AND 
KISSED VIRGINIA AFFECTIONATELY ON THE CHEEK.

VIRGINIA WATCHED HER W£ND HER WAY TOWARD THE KITCHEN, LOVING THE 
WAY SHE MOVED, THE SHAPE OF HER HEAD, HER LCWG LEGS. SHE LOOKED

!
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FORV’iARD TO TALKING WITH PAT WHEN THEY RETURNED HOME. THEY OFTEN 

TALKED FOR HOURS AND ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD THEMSELVES BETTER. THEY 

DISCUSSED FULLY EVERY PROBLEM, AND THE PAST FEW MONTHS HAD SEEN 
SOME OF THEM DISAPPEAR. NOBODY COULD END UP WITH A DEFICIT, PAT 
HAD SAID, AND FOR A TIME VIRGINIA ENJOYED THE WARM FEELING OF SE
CURITY, BUT GRADUALLY THE FEAR BEGAN - THE TERRIBLE, CREEPING 
DREAD THAT IT WOULD NOT LAST. HADN'T SHE THOUGHT IT WOULD LAST 
WITH JOANNE? AND MARGIE? AND DOT? I'M ONLY TWENTY-TvsO, SHE 
THOUGHT, AS THE FEAR CONSUMED HER. THREE DOWN. HOW MANY TO GO? 
G/i'EN WAS RIGHT. IT WAS ALL A MATTER OF LUCK. PAT'S "PHILOSOPHY" 

SOUNDED GOOD, BUT VHO HAD PROVED IT?

They w e r e standing to g e t h e r n e a r the p i a n o. Yo u could tell they

WERE HAPPY FROM THE WAY THEY LOOKED AT EACH OTHER WITH A SORT OF 
SPECIAL QUIET. THEY WERE HAVING A WONDERFUL TIME WITHOUT TRYING 
AS HARD AS THE OTHERS. MAYBE IT WAS BECAUSE THEY WERE OLD. MAYBE 
WHEN YOU WERE FORTY YOU HAD NO ENERGY. SHE HAD NOT KNOWN MANY 
COUPLES THAT OLD, NOR HAD SHE NOTICED ANY |N PUBLIC. f.*AYBE THEY 

BURNED THEMSELVES OUT AND DIED. OR COULD IT BE THEY JUST WENT 
THEIR Wi'AY AND YOU DIDN'T NOTICE THEM? TWENTY YEARS! HOW DIO THEY 
HAPPEN TO DRAW THE LUCKY NUMBER? DID THEY KNOW/ THEY 'ACRE LUCKY 
FROM THE START - LIKE HITTING THE JACKPOT? SHE 'A'AS ANGRY, IN SPITE 
OF HERSELF, TO THINK THEY WERE THE LUCKY ONES. '.’.HO SAYS WHO DE
SERVES TO BE LUCKY? ViHY DIDN'T THEY HAVE THE SAME PROBLEMS AS 
OTHER Lesb i a n s?

Su ddenly the piano s t o p p e d, a s the girl 'aho w a s playing dec i d e d
TO ENJOY SaiE CAKE BEFORE IT '.'/AS GONE. THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LOUNG

ING aro u n d LISTENING TO THE MUSIC MOVED AViAY, AND VIRGINIA NO
TICED ONE CF THE T'.'O OLDER WOMEN START FOR THE KITCHEN. THAT 
LEFT THE OTHER ALONE FOR A WHILE, AND SHE WENT OVER AND SAT ON A 

HASSOCK NEAR THE FIRE. VIRGINIA STUDIED HER, W.ONDERING WHY 9HE 
WORE SO MUCH MAKEUP AND EARRINGS '.'HEN SHE WAS REALLY QUITE MAS
CULINE. MAYBE Pa t '.'OULO like SOME EARRINGS FOR HER BIRTHDAY - 
SOME TAILORED ONES SHE CCULD 'AEAR W;ITH CAPRIS. EARRINGS WOULD BE 
ATTRACTIVE ON PAT, AND WHAT DID IT MATTER IF NONE OF THEIR 

FRIENDS IN THE CROWD 'WORE THEM? FOR A LONG TIME SHE STARED AT 
THE WOMAN SEATED NEAR THE FIRE. LUCKY NUMBER, LUCKY NUMBER. HOW 
DID YOU HAPPEN TO GET IT?

VIRGINIA CROSSED THE ROOM. THEY CHATTED A "(HILE, THEN SHE ASKED 
THE 'WOMAN HOW/ SHE AND HER FRIEND HAD MANAGED TO ESCAPE THE PROB

LEMS OF A Lesbian m a r r i a g e.



"By n o t ESCAPtNG THEM," WftS THE quiCK-^LY, "AS EVERY PROBLEM 

DEVELOPED, WE DISCUSSED IT FULLY, LOOKED AT IT OBJECTIVELY - EVEN 
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF OTHERS, IF OTHERS WERE INVOLVED. RELIED 
ON PATIENCE AND CAREFUL HANDLING FROM THERE ON. BY THIS MEANS, AN 

ANGUISHED MOTHER'S CRY TO HER DAUGHTER, '|*D RATHER SEE YOU DEADI• 
WAS LATER CHANGED TO »WORK TOGETHER AND LOVE EACH OTHER.» |T TOOK 
YEARS, BUT THAT PROBLEM WILL NEVER RETURN TO US, AND THERE WILL 
BE NO MORE JOYLESS HOLIDAYS SPENT APART.

"Lo n 's mot h e r h a d h e r side of the story,t o o . she m a d e s a c r i

f i c e s DURING THE DEPRESSION, SUPPORTING TWO CHILDREN AND PROVID
ING LESSONS FOR LON'S CAREER AS A JAZZ MUSICIAN. AFTER LON WORKED 
IN SHOW BUSIIVESS SEVERAL YEARS, NATURALLY THE MOTHER COULD NOT UN
DERSTAND m Y  SHE GAVE UP HER CAREER TO AVOID TRAVELING, LEFT A 
HAPPY HOME ENVIRONMENT, AND MOVED IN WITH A FRIEND OCCUPYING A 
TOO-ROOM APARTMENT WITH NOTHING BUT THE UVSOLORD'S FURNITURE, ONE 
BLANKET, AND A DOZEN ROSES. IF WE HAD REACTED WITH RESENTMENT OR 
ANGER BECAUSE WE WERE 'NOT UNDERSTOOD', WE COULD NEVER HAVE SOLVED 
THE PROBLEM. THE HABIT OF FULLY DISCUSSING EVERY PROBLEM, INCLUD

ING OUR OWN PERSONALITY ADJUSTMENTS, HELPED US VIEW THE SITUATION 
FROM A BETTER ANGLE AND CONTROL OLR EMOTIONAL REACTIONS LONG 
ENOUGH TO MAKE PLANS FOR CORRECTION ArC ACCEPT CONSTRUCTIVE CRI
TICISM FROM EACH OTHER WHEN NEEDED."

SHE WAS QUIET FOR A WHILE, OFFERING A CIGARETTE TO VIRGINIA AND 
LIGHTING ONE HERSELF.

"A^OTHER PROBLEM OCCURRED WHEN I WAS HIRED FOR MY PRESENT POSITION 

BY COINCIDENCE, AN OLD FRIEND, WHO KNEW I WAS A LESBIAN, WAS ALSO ’ 
FRIENDLY WITH ONE OF THE COMPANY EXECUTIVES. SHE W-ARNEO ME TO BE 
CAREFUL- BECAUSE THIS YOUNG MAN HAD REMARKED 'THEY HIRED A DAMNED 
QUEER AS SECRETARY TO BOSS.' In TIME THIS FELLOW BECAME THE 
BEST MAN FRIEND I'VE EVER HAD. HiS UPBRINGING WAS SIMPLY SUCH 

THAT HE COULDN'T ACCEPT ANY DEVIATION, WHETHER IN EVERY DAY ETI
QUETTE OR SEX. IF I h a d reacted TO HIS ATTITUDE WITH PANIC, RE
SENTMENT OR A FEELING OF BEING UWIANTEO, I WOULDN'T HAVE LEARNED 
«h a t a r e a l l y n ice g u y he ..ms - a n d h e WOULDN'T HAVE LEARNED T>HAT 
LESBiANS AREN^T SO ’BAD* AFTER ALL#”

VIRGINIA LISTEICD TO SIMILAR EXPERIENCES RIGHT DOWN THE LINE EV
ERY PROBLEM THAT CONFRONTS THE LESBIAN MARRIAGE W O  PRESENTEl] IT
SELF TO THIS CCXJPLE OVER THE YEARS. FROM THE TENTH YEAR ON IT WAS

CLEAR SAILING, AND SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS TOGETHER H/X) HELPED THEM 
TO MATURE AI\D HAD STRENGTHENED THEIR LOVE.

"IVlEN YOU DON'T BELIEVE IN LUCKY NUMBERS, DO YOU?" VIRGINIA SAID. 

"Lu c k y num b e r s? Ch , noj | bel i e v e in e f f o r t. It 's a g ive and

TAKE, AND IF BOTH PARTNERS GIVE MORE THAN THEY TAKE, NOBODY ENOS 
UP WITH A DEFICIT."

Homosexuols and Handwriting

Helen k i n g , a  noted g r a phologist and auth o r of y o u r doodles amj 
î 'HAT Th e y  Me a n, a n n ounces a  neiv project in t h e offing oEPEroTi^ 
u p o n INTEREST IN A "PRIVATE" EDITION OF A COPIOUSLY ILLUSTRATED 
PAPER ON "HOMOSEXUALITY AND HANDWRITING".

THIS IS THE FIRST. AND ONLY. OBJECTIVE REPORT OF £[S KIND. IT 
WILL BE DONE ON 8X11 SIZE PAGES TO RETAIN THE ORIGINAL SIZE OF 
THE HANDWRITINGS. PARTIAL CONTENTS INCLUDE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
HETEROSEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL AND BISEXUAL W/RITINGS; PSYCHOLOGICAL 
TESTS AND STUDIES; THE CHANGING CONCEPTS; RESEARCH GROUPS; SEX 
SYMBOLS IN WRITINGS, AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY.

M iss k ing h a s long b een a  mem b e r of the Am e r i c a n Graphological 

So c i e t y and has long b e e n ac q u a i n t e d w ith the subject of h o m o
se x u a l i t y THROUGH HER ASSOCIATION WITH THE LATE DR. BLANCHE M.

Ba k e r . In 1959 she was t h e spe a k e r a t a public d i s c ussion m e e t
ing SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS ANO THE MaTTA- 
CHINE SOCIETY IN NEW YORK. FOR A REPORT ON HER TALK ENTITLED
"Ho m o s e x u a l i t y in Handwriting a n d d o o d l i n g" s e e THE LADDER,
Ap r i l 1959.

DOB IS so l i c i t i n g adv a n c e ord e r s f o r M iss k i n g 's b o o k, she 
h a s sp e c i f i e d that o n a l l o r d e r s o b tained b y the Daughters of 

B ilitis, a  percen t a g e o f t h e receipts w i l l revert t o t h e Blanche 
M. Ba k e r Memo r i a l Sch o l a r s h i p Fund a n d a  p art w ill g o into d o b 's

NATIONAL TREASURY. PRICE OF THE BOOKLET WILL BE §5.00 ANO 2^^ 
POSTAGE-PACKING.

Pl e ase s end orde r s t o Da ughters o f B ilitis, 1232 Ma r k e t St r e e t,
Su ite 108, san Francisco 2, Ca l i f o r n i a.
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W hat a r e the f a c t s a b o u t t f e f̂ v a l e n c e o f h o m o s e x u a l i t y in t h e 

t h e a t e r t o d a y? Th i s q u e s t i o n w a s a s ked in a n a r t i c lE j called 

Th e Th i r d Sex o n s t a g e, v*hich app e a r s in the Ap r i l issue o f s h o w 

Bu s i n e s s Il l u s t r a t e d. Th e a u t h o r is u n n a m e d.

a c c o r d i n g to a u t h o r i t i e s quot e d in t h e a r t i c l e, t h e p r o p o r t i o n 

OF h o m o s e x u a l s in t h e t h e a t e r g r e a t l y e x c e e d s t h e p r o p o r t i o n 
f o u n d in o t h e r f i e l d s. On e pers o n f e e l s t h a t a  m i n i m a l e s timate 
w o u l d be a r o u n d 25'/i. The a u t h o r , h o v e v e r, s e e m s t o f e e l t h a t 
ONE CANNOT SAY OF A GROUP IS ANYTHING WITHOUT TAKING A LARGE 

SAMPLING AND WITHOUT BEING SURE THAT THE SAMPLING IS BOTH REPRE
SENTATIVE AMD RANDOM. HE ALSO FEELS THAT THE PEOPLE^THAT THE 
DOCTORS ARE DISCUSSING ARE SELF-SELECTED FROM THOSE IIHO ARE AB

NORMAL TO Sa.iE DEGREE, KNOW IT AND IWJT TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

Th e a u t h o r g oes o n t o  d i s c u s s the number of p l ays w h i c h h a v e a p

p e a r e d IN THE p a s t f e w y e a r s 1«HICH DEALT WITH SEXUAL DEVIATION 

IN ONE FORf.l OR ANOTHER. FROM THIS HE CONTINUES AND SUGGESTS A 
REASON FOR THE ATTENTION CURRENTLY BEING PAID TO THE HOMOSEXUAL,
"Ce r t a i n l y, t h e leg a l and s o c i e t a l h o u n d i n g of t h e m i s f i t h a s 
f a l l e n w i t h a dr e a d f u l l y HEAVY HAND ON THE A mOSEXUAL. AND, TO 
A DEGREE, HE MAY BE RESPONSIBLE, IN THE SENSE OF ASKING FOR IT 
OUT OF EXHIBITIONISTIC, NARCISSISTIC, GUILT-RIDDEN MASOCHISM."

On e  THING THAT SEEMS TO BOTHER OUR AUTHOR GREATLY (AND WITH VAL
ID REASON) IS THE FACT THAT SOME HOMOSEXUALS SEEM TO BE TOO IN
VOLVED WITH THEIR HOMOSEXUALITY AND NOT ENOUGH INVOLVED WITH THE 
PLAY. E-'UWPLES OF THIS kVERE SUCH THINGS AS COSTUME DESIGNERS 
VHO GO OUT OF THEIR WAY TO ivlAKE THE GIRLS IN A PRODUCTION AS UN
ATTRACTIVE AS POSSIBLE AND PLAY UP THE BARE IMALE TORSO; UNPLEAS
ANT BITS OF DIALOGUE OR BUSINESS WHICH ARE OBVIOUSLY INSlOE 
JOKES SINGE THEY ARE USELESS EXCEPT AS A MEANS OF THUMBING ONE'S 

NOSE AT SOCIETY. ALSO, THE CURRENT PLAY IN VHICH THE STAR WEARS 

HIS COSTUME AS THOUGH IT WERE DRAG AND EXAGGERATES HIS MANNER
ISMS UNTIL HE IS CAIvlPING - NOT ACTING.

Th e  AUTHOR THEN COWES TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE IS A GREATER 
INCIDENCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE THEATER THAN OUTSIDE IT BUT

HE AT THE SAME TIME DECIDES THAT HE SHOULD SHOW SOME LOGICAL 
REASONS FOR THIS CONCLUSION. HE PROCEEDS TO LIST THE FOLLOWING:
1) Th e  t h e a t e r w o rld is t r a d i t i o n a l l y a  bit less t h a n c o n v e n t i o n a l,

2) THE HOMOSEXUAL'S PSYCHIC NATURE WHICH INVOLVES A GOOD DEAL OF 
FANTASY AM) AN ABILITY TO ACT OUT ROLES THAT ARE ESSENTIALLY UN

REAL, AND 3) Th e  ha z a r d o u s e conomic nat u r e o f THE THEATER RE
QUIRES PEOPLE WHO ARE ABLE TO COPE WITH THE UNCERTAINTIES OF THE

ATRICAL LIFE.

THE AUTHOR THEN EVALUATES THE FOREGOING AND DISCUSSES THE PROS 
AND CONS OF HOIviOSEXUALITY IN THE THEATER. HE EXPRESSES THE OPIN
ION THAT HOMOSEXUALS PER SE ARE NOT DETRIMEMTAL - IT IS WHEN THESE 

SAME PEOPLE ALLOW THEIR PERSONALITIES TO INTRUDE INTO THE THEATER 

- THEREBY RUINING A PLAY - THAT HE IS AGAINST THEM.

HE ENDS WITH THE FOLLOWING: "WHATEVER THE SHADES OF INFORMED
OPINION, THERE IS WIDE AGREe-IENT THAT IT IS TIME TO SPEAK OPENLY 
AND CANDIDLY. AS IN DEALING WITH ANY OTHER ASPECT OF OUR SO
CIETY, CLEAR HEADS AND LIGHT AND THE VENTILATION OF IDEAS ARE 
NEEDED; FACTS DON'T VANISH OR GET SOLVED FOR LACK OF CONFRON

TATION."

* * ♦ * *

From Herb Ca e n : "In  a Sau s a l i t o b a r , t w o m a n n i s h-looking girls 

WERE DISCUSSING A MUTUAL FRIEND, AND ONE SAID, 'I CAN’T STAND HER 
VOICE - IT'S SO EFFailNATE.'" "JUST BEFORE THE RAID ON THE TAY- 
BUSH, REPORTS RALPH BARRIE, TWO OF THE CUSTOMERS WERE HAVING A 

TERRIBLE ARGUMENT - WHICH ENDED WHEN ONE SCREAMED AT THE OTHER, 

'DON'T YOU DARE LOWER YOUR VOICE TO ME!"

WHO AM I t
(C ontinued  from page 13)

One memory ou t of tho u san d s  whioh have tu rn e d  man in to  a ro b o t ,  
a p e r f e c t  specim en f o r  "h idd en  p e r s u a d e r s " .  He has t r a in e d  
h im se lf  w e ll to  be r u l e d .  He r e a c t s  a u to m a tlo a l ly .  He l iv e s  
by h a b i t .  Repeat som ething to  him o f te n  enough and he w i l l  
p la y  I t  back v e rb a tim , Man has become a  ta p e - r e c o r d e r ,  a 
p u p p e t, a  robot, a  s la v e .  W ell, may he a s k , "Who am I? "

- C l a u d i a  Walker



R E A D E R S  R E S P O N D

" J u s t  what I s  the  v a lu e  o f  Urs* Suzanne P r o s l n 's  r e s e a r o h  
paper^  "The Concept of the  L e sb ia n —a U ln o r l ty  I n  R eve rse?"  
About a l l  I  can  g a th e r  I s  t h a t  Mrs> P r o s ln  v e n t t o  a  g re a t  
d e a l o f t ro u b le  to  f in d  peop le irtio su p p o rte d  h er t h e o r ie s «

"She s a y s , f o r  exam ple, t h a t  a t  f i r s t  she w anted o n ly  oou- 
p le s  t h a t  had been to g e th e r  f o r  t h r e e  o r more y e a r s ,  b u t 
J u s t  c o u ld n 't  f in d  them . S ince L esb ian s  can o n ly  manage to  
s ta y  to g e th e r  f o r  a y e a r ,  she had to  s e t t l e  fo r  t h a t ,

"Most o f you have been around  th e  gay  w orld  f o r  some t im e .  
Can you h o n e s t ly  say t h a t  th e s e  f o r t y  p eop le  a re  a v a l id  
sam pling  o f the  th o u san d s  of L esb ian s  t h a t  l iv e  In  C a l i f o r 
n i a ,  l e t  a lo n e  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ?

"Prom my ex p erln eo e  I f in d  th a t  the  oouple t h a t  s ta y s  t o 
g e th e r  f o r  over a y e a r I s  an  e x c e p t io n . I s  I t  f a i r  to  use 
o n ly  e x c e p tio n s  fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u rp o ses?  I m a in ta in  t h a t  
th e  m a jo r i ty  of L esb ian s do n o t s e t t l e  down to  th e  p seu d o - 
m arriag e  t h a t  M rs, P ro s ln  d e s c r ib e s .  I f  a p e rso n  I s  go in g  
to  w ri te  about th e  L e sb ia n s , why n o t w r i te  ab o u t them as 
th e y  (th e  m a j o r i t y )  a r e ,  n o t  J u s t  a s  th e y  would l i k e  t o  b e ,"

M ,S ,, C a l i f o r n ia
EDITOR'S NOTE: May we r e f e r  you to  th e  Septem ber, 1?5?
Is s u e  o f THE LADDER, page 21 , In  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  157 Les
b ia n s  by the  D aughters of B l l l t l s  r e s e a ro h  oom m lttee . I t  
was found  t h a t  th e  range  o f d u ra t io n  f o r  th e  le n g th  o f r e 
l a t io n s h ip  o f o oup les  was from  " J u s t  begun" to  20 y e a r s .
The average was betw een fo u r  and f iv e  y e a r s ,

« a • * •

"The Suzanne P ro s ln  s tu d y  o f L esb ian  o o u p le s  I s  of 
m a g n if ic e n t v a lu e .  E a s i ly  as Im p o rta n t a s  th e  LADDER'S

i
it

r e s e a r c h  on th e  L esb ian  a few y e a rs  ag o . I t  r a i s e s ,  
how ever, a few p o in ts  of a rg u m ent. Not J u s t  argum ent 
w ith  t h i s  s tu d y , bu t argum ent w ith  th e  whole s o c io lo g 
i c a l  b a s is  f o r  th e  s tu d y . R oles a re  a nonsense game 
p r a c t i c e d  by h e te ro s e x u a l  o o up les  as w e ll a s  hom osexual. 
For a good s a t i r e  o f a l l  t h i s ,  read  the  " P l ln ts to n e s "  
oomlc s t r i p  a few tim e s ,

" I f  M rs, P ro s ln  had come to  v i s i t  u s  she would have 
seen  some v a ry  obv ious th in g s  which would f i t  w e ll  In  
h e r  s tu d y . We c l e a r l y  look  d i f f e r e n t  -  one of u s  I s  
v e ry  m ascu line  lo o k in g  and In  d re s s  .  the  o th e r  v e ry  
fe id h ln e ln  loo k s  and o n ly  t a i l o r e d  In  d r e s s ,  I 'd  love 
to  open d o o rs  fo r  h e r  and l i g h t  h e r c i g a r e t t e  -  even 
c a r r y  th e  ta p e  re c o rd e r  and p la y  ' l i t t l e  boy» e n d le s s ly ,  
b u t I t ' s  a game -  J u s t  a game -  I know I 'm  a g i r l  and 
s e c r e t l y  I 'm  much, much weaker em o tio n a lly  than  my fe,m- 
In ln e  lo o k in g  o th e r  h a l f .  Oh, i t ' s  a b ig  s e c re t  and 
y o u 'd  n ever guess In  any one even ing  bu t th e  's t e e l y  
g l i n t '  In  th e  'D u tc h 's ' eye I s  p u t on -  l ik e  makeup,

"F or th e  r e s t  of th e  stu d y  -  w a l l ,  loud  h o o ra h s . I t ' s  
the  f i r s t  tim e anyone ever found th e  s tro n g  em phasis In  
f i d e l i t y  which should  be obvious to  euiyone who was f a i n t l y  
I n t e r e s t e d  In  fem ale p sy c h o lo g y . Women -  even em ancipated  
ones -  te n d  to  be m onogam ists. I t  wreaks havoc w ith  them 
when th e y  p la y  ' f a s t  and lo o s e ' and I t s  w onderful to  have 
some sm all p ro o f  of t h i s  f o r  th e  d o u b te rs ,
" I t  beoomee i n o r e a s l n g l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  onoe y o u  s t u d y
hom osexuals away from  't h e  couoh' o r the  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  you 
f in d  re a so n a b ly  w e ll b re d . I n t e l l i g e n t ,  re s p o n s ib le  o l t -  
l i e n s  w ith  few . I f  any , d i f f e r e n c e s  from th e  'p a r e n t  s o o l-  
e t y l '  I

"The em phasis on 'p o s s e s s io n s ' and 'hom es' and J o in t  r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y '  were expected  -  b u t none the l e s s  g r a t i f y in g  

a f t e r  y e a rs  o f bohemian s te r e o ty p e s ,

"The em phasis on to g e th e rn e s s  ^s n o t v a l id  -  r e a l l y .  There 
I s  no ohoioe in  the L esb ian  s o c ie ty .  A fte r  a l l ,  who would 
you spend a n ig h t away from you t p a r tn e r  w ith?  In  a s o c ie ty  
s a t  up w ith  r i g i d  sex  l i v e s  a t  l e a s t  s o c ia l l y ,  the  more 
m asculine  member of a L esb ian  couple cou ld  h a rd ly  go 
bow ling w ith  th e  b o y s . The more fem in ine  member might be



a b le  to  t r o t  o f f  to  a ohuroh group a lo n e  -  bu t t h a t  would 
sim ply  be s i l l y .

" F in a l ly  one hopes o th e r ,  lo n g e r s tu d ie s  w i l l  be u n d e rta k e n  
In v o lv in g  la r g e r  g ro u p s ."

G. D ., K ansas
• * • • •

"Somewhere a long  th e  way, the  Homosexual P re s s  of Amerioa
i s  sa d ly  and s io k e n ln g ly  m iss in g  th e  b o a t.  The word i s
n o t s p e l le d  w ith  b lock  l e t t e r s  (homoSEXual), so why
w r i te  a s  i f  i t  w ere . A fte r  re a d in g  y e a r s  of ONE, th e
MATTACHINE REVIEW, THE LADDER, DORIAN GUARTERLY, e t c . ,
I shudder to  Im agine the  o o l le o t lv e  im p ress io n  a few «y e a rs  of th e se  m agazines would g iv e  th e  a v e ra g e , i n t e l 
l i g e n t  h e te ro s e x u a l .

" I 'm  no t an a d o le sc e n t a ss*  I f u l l y  r e a l i z e  sex  i s  h ere  
to  s ta y *  Sex I s  n e c e s s a ry ; everyone n eed s  i t  to  be b a l 
anced* But must we wear our need f o r  sex  i n  c h a in  m a ll 
arm or and neon s ig n s?  There i s  no need  f o r  euphemism, 
no need  f o r  'h o m o p h ile ' o r c a s t r a t e d  pseudonym s, bu t t h e r e  
i s  some need  o f b alance*

"Even ta k in g  the  a rd e n t F re u d ia n  view t h a t  sex  i s  p r e s e n t  
in  e v e ry  a c t  from  t e e th  b ru sh in g  to  lo o k in g  a t  th e  sk y , 
we s t i l l  need n o t a d v e r t is e  a l l  the  p o te n t i a l  b e a u ty  o f 
l i f e  ou t of our 'p r e s s  v o ic e * '

" S u re ly  I  am n o t w holly  alone^ in  t h i s  re a c tio n *  Where I s  
th e  b e a u ty , th e  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  th e  o v e r-a w a rn e ss  of emo
t i o n a l  nuance in  our Jo u rna lism ?  Must we hard  b o l l  a l l  th e  
lo v e  out of i t ?  I s  i t  a l l  who go t a r r e s t e d  and why? Or 
a l l  what law s keep u s  out of p u b lic  Johns or l e t  u s  in?
Which p a r t  of you i s  r e a l  o r  more r e a l?  Are you a l l  sex 
o r  o n ly  sex w ith  love? Have you o th e r  needs?  What a re  th e y ?

"No, d o n 't  h id e  your head in  th e  sand o r wear lo o se  p a n ts ,  
b u t l e t ' s  n o t a l l  see n o th in g  bu t th e  t i g h t  p a n ts  of l i f e *  
L e t 's  have a few to u c h e s  of lo v e  -  a few f l a s h e s  o f th e  
e y e , or maybe even a to u ch  o f the  s u b t le * "

B*G*, M isso u ri

!
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