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purpose off the

^<U l̂ /ttenA 0^ B l  L IT IS
A WOMEN'S o r g a n i z a t i o n  FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY;

...........

flF Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to society.

0  Education of the public at large through acceptance ftjst of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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POTENTIALS
The Lesbian in Society
Hpltnion anii iH n t ia l l^raltlj
A PANEL COMPOSED OF DR. EVELYN HOOKER, RESEARCH ASSOCIATE IN 
PSYCHOLOGY AT UCLA AS UODERATOR; REV. ROLLO M. BOAS, RECTOR OF 
THE Ep i s c o p a l  Ch u rch  o f  Cu r  Sa v io u r , Los An g e l e s ; Dr . J ohn d . 
Brown, m in is t e r  o f Community Ba p t i s t  Church  o f  Be v e r l y  H i l l s ;
Dr . Fred  Go l d s t e in , p s y c h o l o g is t , Be v e r ly  h i l l s ; and Re v . Brooks

'.VALKER, MINISTER OF THE UNITARIAN CHURCH CaNOGA PARK, DISCUSSED 
"R e l ig io n  and  I/e n t a l  He a l t h " a t  the  Sat u r d a y  m o rning  s e s s io n  of 
THE Second  a n n u a l  dcb co nven tio n  h eld  in  lo s  An g e le s  Jun e  22-2%

Th e  p a n e l  was v e r y  e x c i t i n g . It  was a g ly  m o derated  oy d r . Ho o ker . 
Or . Go l d s t e in  was to  s a y  of h er  l a t e r : no  one e l s e  could s t ic k  
p i n s  in  yo u  so  n ic e l y  and make  you l i k e  it  . Dr . J ohn Brown 
CARRIED THE ARGUMENT FOR ORGANIZED RELIGION "GENTLY, KINDLY, BUT 
F iR . 'L Y " . Re v . Bo as  d id  not s p e a k  as  an  o f f i c i a l  for the Ang ­
l ic a n  COMMUNION BUT AS AN INDIVIDUAL AS DIO REV. BROOKS WALKER,
It  WAS LEFT TO Dr . GOLDSTEIN TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN ORGANIZED 
RELIGION AND HOMOSEXUALITY AND TO OBJECTIVELY DISCUSS THE 
EFFECTS OF ORGANIZED RELIGION ON THE MENTAL HEALTH OF THE HOMO­
SEXUAL.

Dr . h o o ker  beg an  t h e  p a n e l  w ith  a  b r ie f  DISCUSSION OF THE 
v'lOLFENOEN Repo rt  in  w hich  t h e  Church  of Englan 'd  an'd t h e  Catho ­
l i c  Ch u r ch  o f Eng lan d  r ele g a t e  h o m o s exu a lity  to t h e  a r e a  o f  

"PRIVATE c o n s c ie n c e . "  SHE ALSO CITED THE MAY, I g6 l ,  CONFERENCE 
CN SEXUAL PROBLEf.« HELD AT GREEN LAKE, '.VISCONSIN, BY THE NATIONAL
Co u n c il  o f  ch urch es  and t h e  Ca n a d ia n  Co u n c il  o f Ch u r c h e s , Th e  
Co n fer en c e  was a  w eek- long  s e r i e s  o f d is c u s s io n s  on a l l  t y p e s  
o f s e x u a l  PROBLEMS WHICH DISTRESS INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES AND 
SOCIETY IN GENERAL, SHE KEYNOTED THE PANEL BY POINTING OUT 
THE PROBLEM: DID ORGAN'I ZED RELIGION AFFECT THE MENTAL HEALTH
CF THE HOMOSEXUAL? IF SO, IN 'WHAT WAY?

Re v . Boas sp o k e  f i r s t , h e  brought a  laugh  w ith  h is  wry comment,
" I  HARDLY know WHAT TO SAY; THIS WAS THRUST UPON ME." HE COM­
MENTED THAT THE CHURCH HAD SOMETHING TO SAY, SOMETHING TO GIVE, 
AND THAT HE SINCERELY PRAYED THAT THE CHURCH COULD COMMUNICATE 
THIS TO HOMOSEXUALS. HE CONTINUED THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK 
OFFICIALLY FOR THE CHURCH BUT THAT HEffiULD ATTEMPT TO CONVEY 
THE SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH HE REPRESENTED. HE SAID, " I  RESIST 
THE IMAGE HOMOSEXUALS CAST UPON ME. I , TOO, AM A PERSON. I 
MUST MEET HOMOSEXUALS AS PERSONS. I HAVE LEARNED THAT THERE 
IS NO STEREOTYPE CONCEPT CF HOMOSEXUALITY BY CLERGYMEN. IF 
I CAN SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE CHURCH, V€ TOULD SEEK TO MEET 
HOMOSEXUALS AS PERSONS," HE CONTINUED THAT THE CHURCH IS 
THE CUSTODIAN CF THE MORAL PICTURE OF SOCIETY EVEN THOUGH 
ONLY 6 TO efa CF THE POPULATION IDENTIFIES WITH THE CHURCH.
He  CONCLUDED, "OUR FAILURE IS IN ATTEMPTING TO DISPENSE 
THE JUDGMENT OF GOD. 'At, AS HUMAN BEINGS, ARE LEAST CAP­
ABLE OF DISPENSING THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, AND MOST CAPABLE 
OF DISPENSING LOVE, 'At ARE SEEKING TO ADMINISTER THE GRACE 
OF God to HOMOSEXUALS."

Dr . BROWiN CONGRATULATED DCB ON ITS WORK, ADDING THAT DCS 

DESERVED A GREAT DEAL CF PRAISE. WHILE HE ADMITTED TO 
KNOWING LITTLE ABOUT HOliOSEXUALITY, HE SAID THAT HIS CHURCH'S 
BELIEFS TOWARD IT WERE PREDICATED ON THE SCRIPTURES. HE 
CONTINUED THAT "ALL  OF US ARE SINNERS, ALL OF US ARE SAVED 
BY THE GRACE CF GOO, ALL OF LS NEED LOVE, SYMPATHY." WHEN 
HOMOSEXUALS COME TO HIS CHURCH, HE ADDED, THEY WERE WELCOMED.
He  QUOTED THE 8TH CHAPTER CF ACTS WHICH RECOUNTS THE DES­
TRUCTION OF Sodom and  t h e  19th  c h a pt er  o f  Ge n e s is  in  which  
LOT o f fe r e d  HIS TWO VIRGIN DAUGHTERS TO PREVENT MEN FROM 
h a v in g  CARN'AL KNCV.LEDGE OF EACH OTHER. HE ALSO CITED 
I ROMANS 24 IN WHICH "GOD GAVE THEM U P ," HE SUMMED UP HIS 
STAK'D BY COMMENTING THAT HOMOSEXUALITY WAS AMT I-B IBLI CAL 
AND ANTI-CHURCH AND THAT THE CHURCH'S TASK WAS TO TRY TO 
UNDERSTAND AND HELP.

Re v . '.",'a l k e r  s t a t e d  th at  h e  had a m b iv a l e n t  f e e l i n g s : on one 
HAN'D, HE ms A REPRESENTATIVE OF ORGANIZED RELIGION; ON THE 
OTHER HAND, HE FELT CUT OFF FROM KNOWLEDGE OF HOMOSEXUALITY.
He  DID STATE THAT HE DID NOT FEEL THAT THE CHURCH CF TODAY 
m s  DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM OF HOMOSEXUALITY. HE QUOTED 
FROM THEODORE RE IK 'S  "PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX REUTIONS" IN 
WHICH Re IK SAID t h a t  PSYCHOLOGY DOES NOT KNOW WHAT SEXUALITY



IS . Rev, 'iWLKER /Jcoeo THAT IF PSYCHOLOGY DOESN'T KNOW WHAT 
SEXUALITY IS, RELIGION CERTAINLY DOES NOT EITHER, THOUGH IT 
OFTEN PRETENUS TO DO SO. ME SAID THAT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
V.ERE v a l id  so LONG AS HUMAN EXPERIENCE REMAINED THE SAME, BUT 
NORMS DEVISED CENTURIES AGO VCRE NON INADEQUATE FOR DEALING 
WITH PRESENT DAY PROBLEMS OF SEXUALITY. HE INDICATED THAT 
THERE WAS NO GUIDE FOR THE CHURCH TO FOLLOW. HE WISHED TO 
KNOW HOW THE HO»/OSEXUAL RELATIONSHIP FITTED INTO HUMAN AFFAIRS; 
WHETHER IT ENHANCED OR INHIBITED THE PERSONALITY IN ITS DEVELOP­
MENT. IT seem ed  THE ALL-IMPORTANT DUE ST I ON TO HIM, SINCE, HE 
CONCLUDED, HE WAS HETEROSEXUALLY ORIENTFD AND HAD NO POSITIVE 
answ ers FOR HIS QUESTIONS,

DR. Go l d s t e in  was a s ke d  b y  d r . Hooker  to  r a is e  some is s u e s  a s

A PSYCHOLOGIST, PARTICULARLY DEALING WITH MENTAL HEALTH IN RE­
LATION TO RELIGION. Or . GOLDSTEIN SAID THAT THE PROBLEM FACING 
RELIGION WAS VERY PROFOUND BECAUSE IT COMES FROM A TRADITION 
THAT HAS DIFFICULTY COPING WITH SEXUALITY IN PRACTICE VERSUS 
TEACHING. "HYPOCRISY IS NOT UNIQUE IN THE HOMOSEXUAL '.VORLD,"

HE COMMENTED, " IT ALSO ABOUNDS IN THE HETEROSEXUAL WORLD. IN-- 
FIDELITY IN CHANGING PARTNERS IS NOT LNIQUE TO HOlWOSEXUALITY
Dr . Go l d s t e in  f e l t  th at  th e  c h o ic e  o f s e x u a l  o bu ect  is  lea r n ed

AND THAT THE "PUNITIVE, GUILT-RIDCEN PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH 
ARE NOT THE AN'SVCR TO THE PROBLEM." HE ADDED THAT PULMTIVE MEA­
SURES SELDOM FACILITATE SOLUTIONS. DR. GOLDSTEIN CONCLUDED 
THAT THE ANSWER POSED BY RELIGION DOESN'T BEGIN TO APPROACH 
HEALTH AND TON'T UNTIL THE CHURCH FACES THE-FACTS OF WHAT HUMAN 
BEINGS ARE L IKE , REMEMBERING THAT ARE HUMAN, AND NOT D IVINE,"

Or . HOOKER ASKED WHAT KIND (IF  ANY) RELIGION PROMOTED MENTAL 
HEALTH, Sh e  DIRECTED THE PA^:EL ALONG THE LINES OF THINKING WHICH 
INQUIRED INTO THE ATTIT'.Uu OF THE CHURCH TOWARD PERSONS WHO WERE 
REJECTED BY THE CHURCH.

t .

Re v . b o a s  REITERATED HIS THBJE OF THE CHURCH SEEKING TO MEET 
HOMOSEXUALS AS PERSONS AND REV. BROWN EQUATED H»/.OSEXUALS WITH 
MURDERERS.

DR. Hoo ker  r e d ir e c t e d  th e  p a n e l  by  a s k in g  what k in d  o f r e l ig io n

PROMOTED GOOD MENTAL HEALTH. SHE ASKED FOR COMMENTARY ON THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE CHURCH AND MENTAL HEALTH ON THE LESBIAN,

Dr . Go l d s t e in  p o in t e d  out th at  m in o r it y  gro ups  a r e  s e n s i t iv e

To THE PATRONIZING AIR WHICH SAYS, "SOME CF W  BEST FRIENDS ARE,
I REALLY ACCEPT YOU, LOVE YOU, AND TAKE YOU TO MY BOSOM." HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT LOVE AND REJECTION DO NOT MIX, Th E RIGID PAT­
TERNS OF THE PAST, IN WHICH HOMOSEXUAL ACTS WERE PUNISHABLE BY 
DEATH, WERE CITED. HE CONTINUED TO INDICATE THAT SELF-RESPECT 
IS CF GREAT IMPORTANCE AND THAT IF THE HOMOSEXUAL COULD BE 
HETEROSEXUAL, HE WOULD EE, THE SYMBOLS CF STONE, LIGHTENING,
AND THE STILL SOFT VOICE WERE MENTIONED, AND OR. GOLDSTEIN SAID 
THIS WAS THE ONLY WAY TO MENTAL HEALTH. HE CONCLUDED WITH 
THE COMMENT THAT THE STILL SOFT VOICE ALLOWS A HUMAN TO FULFILL 
HIMSELF, AND IN FULFILLING HIMSELF, HE FINOS MENTAL HEALTH.

Th e  image o f " normal" s e x  a c t i v i t y  was w ryly  commented on by  Re v .
ÚALKER. Th e  image is  OUT CF TOUCH WITH REALITY, IN SHARP CON­
TRAST TO ACTUAL PRACTICE, HE SAID, IN CITING THE TROPIC OF
Ca n c e r . (Th is  book can  b e  ordered  through  t h e  m a i l . )  he u sed  t h is  
COURT DECISION, TO ALLOW CONTINUED SALE OF THE BOOK, AS GROUNDS 
FOR SUBSTANTIATION OF HIS REMARK THAT THE PUBLIC IS "INSANE" IN 
m atters  CF SEX. HE MENTIONED THAT UNITARIANS AND UN I VERSAL I STS 
OFFER NO MORAL DICTLMS, NO A PRIORI JUDGMENTS IN HUMAN AFFAIRS.
HE WAS INTERESTED IN WHAT HOMOSEXUALITY DOES TO THE PERSONHOOD 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL INVOLVED, AND CONCLUDED THAT A PERSON MUST 
WORK OUT HIS OWN DESTINY.

He a t e d l y , r e v . brown expounded  t h a t  h o m o sexu ality  was not a  whcle-  
SCME in flu e n c e  CN YOUNG PEOPLE,

COHESION OF the  PANEL W'AS SOUGHT BY DR. HOOKER WHEN SHE ASKED 
ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF RELIGIOUS BODIES INCOMING ABOUT TO FACE 
THE PRCBLEM CF HOMOSEXUALITY. SHE INDICATED THAT PERHAPS 
PSYCHOLOGY WAS HELPFUL AND ASKED DR, GOLDSTEIN TO COMMENT CN 
THE REÜ1TICN CF RELIGION TO MENTAL HEALTH. HE REPLIED THAT 
PSYCHOLOGY WAS CONCERNED I'/ITH MAN AS A HUMAN BEING, AND NOT A 
DIVINE BEING, FOR THE HUMAN IS A COMBINATION OF BOTH DIVINE AND 
NOT-AS-DIVINE ASPECTS. HE ADDED THAT A PERSON CANNOT BE DIVINE 
WHEN THERE ARE GREAT PRESSURES BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE IN­
DIVIDUAL. To IGNORE THESE DRIVES IS NOT BEING DIVINE, HE CON­
TINUED, " IT  IS BEING BLIND." REALITY FACES US CONTINUOUSLY, ANO 

JUST AS HETEROSEXUAL DIVORCES MUST BE ATTENDED TO, SO MUST HOMO­
SEXUAL RELATIONS OF SHORT DURATION. THEY ARE A SOURCE OF GREAT 
ANXIETY AND ARE RARELY UNOERSTOCO. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR 
NOT MAN IS AN ANHML OEPENDS ON CIRCUMSTANCES, ACCORDING TO DR,
Go l d s t e in , g iv e n  pro per  c ir c u m s t a n c e s , man j s  an  a n im a l ; in



ANOTHER SET OF CIRCUISTANCES, HE IS NOT, HE SAID, '"HE CAN MAKE 
AN ENVIRONMENT OF SHÂ SE OR LIVE IN A I'.ORLO WHERE THE INDIVIDUAL 

CAN m ake  CHOICES AND HAVE A SENSE OF RESPECT."

'ARITTEN QUESTIONS WERE SUBMITTED TO THE PANELISTS BY THE 
AUDIENCE AND EACH WAS REQUESTED BY DR. HOOKER TO ANSWER ONE 
QUESTION AT A TIME.

Re v . '.Va l k e r  was a s k e d  about th e  d is m is s a l  o f a  Un it a r ia n  m i n i ­
s t e r  who HAD, r e p o r t e d l y , SANCTIONED HOMOSEXUALITY. HE EX­
PLAINED THAT THE MINISTER WAS DISMISSED, NOT FOR CHAMPIONING 
HOMOSEXUALS, BUT FOR CERTAIN ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES IN WHICH HE 
HAD BEEN INVOLVED.

Th e  IITH COMMANDMENT, "THOU SHALT NOT GET CAUGHT" WAS REMARKED 
ON BY Re v . DROWN. He  il lu s t r a t e d  h i s  p o in t  w ith  ano ther  b i b ­
l i c a l  REFERENCE IN WHICH THE MEN OF SCOOM WERE JUDGED EOR HOMO­
SEXUALITY, b la s p h e m y  and  in h o s p it a l it y . in answ er  to  a  q u estio n  
AS TO WHY HE W.OL'LD NOT PERMIT HOMOSEXUALS TO SING IN HIS CHURCH 
CHOIR OR PARTICIPATE ON THE TEACHING STAFF, HE STATED THAT A 
MINISTER WAS RESPONSIBLE IN SEEING THAT ONLY "CLEAN VESSELS" 
ADMINISTER THE DUTIES OF THE CHURCH, AND THAT A MINISTER COULD 
NOT PROTECT KNCW.N HOMOSEXUALS, '.HILE GOO CAN CHANGE A HOMO­
SEXUAL THOUGH HIS GRACE, HE CONTINUED, A MINISTER CANNOT HAVE 
GRACE IF HE HIDES AN INDIVIDUAL VHCM HE BELIEVES TO BE SINN'NG.

A PARALLEL WAS DRA'.'N BETWEEN THE AI.CCHCLIC AND THE HCf-XSEXUAU
BY Re v . Bo a s , in  a n s -,e r in g  an in q u ir y  a s  t o  w hether  the  church

SOUGHT TO cu re  HOMOSEXUALS. KE SAID THAT AA EXISTED T:) HELP 

KEEP PEOPLE SOBER, TO HELP THEM TO HELP THEMSELVES. HE WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE THIS SORT OF ' REDEf.'PTIVE PRCGRAId ESTABLISHED, AND 
ANSWERED THE CU‘"STION /•F<-| AMATI VELY : YES. HOW.EVER, HE QUALIFIED 
HIS "YES" WITH THE rCDITICN THAT J £  THE HOMOSEXUAL WANTED HELP 
THE CHURCH WOULD COLNSEL , AND THAT HE, AS AN INDIVIDUAL, DID 
NOT ATTEMPT TO CHANGE THE HOMOSEXUAL'S WAY OF L IFE .

A MINORITY GROUP (SUCH AS HOMOSEXUALS) CANNOT BE INTEGRATED 
INTO SOCIETY, Or .GOLDSTEIN REMARKED, EXCEPT AS IT HAS A IMS,
OR g o a ls , he  POINTED OUT THAT THE HOMOSEXUAL IS IN CONSTANT 
CONFLICT SINCE KE (OR SHE) WAS BROUGHT UP IN A HETEROSEXUAL 
SOCIETY 'AHICH BUILDS HABIT PATTERNS WHICH IN TURN MAKE IT 
DIFFICULT FOR THE HOMOSEXUAL TO ADJUST. HE ADDED THAT IT 
IVAS RATHER LIKE A JEW TRYING TO ATTAIN ACCEPTABILITY IN A

Na z i  s o c ie t y , h e  d id  not f e e l  that  a c c e pt a n c e  co lld  be

OBTAINED AS LON’S AS SOCIETY IS LIKE IT IS , THAT A HOMO­
SEXUAL WILL CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE CONFLICT SINCE HE MUST 
FUNCTION IN A SOCIETY WHICH REJECTS HIM.

Th e  p er so n a l  v iew po in t  of r e v , '.Va l k e r  em erged  when h e  s a id

THAT V.HILE NORMAL PRACTICE IS TO "LOVE THE SINNER AND HATE 
THE S IN ," HE COULD NOT DO IT. HE STATED THAT HE HAD TOO 
MUCH DIFFICULTY IN SEPARATING THE SINNER RROM THE SIN . HE 
FELT THAT HE MUST BE WILLING "TO PILGRIMAGE, TO EXPLORE HUMAN 
VALUES WITHOUT CAPITULATING TO FEARS AND ANXIETIES" WHICH HE 
FELT AS A HETEROSEXUAL IN DEALING WITH PROBLEMS WHICH HE COULD 
NOT ACTUAULY UNDERSTAND. HE FELT THAT THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
HETEROSEXUAL WAS A KEY FACTOR; THAT IN THIS INTEGRITY U Y  THE 
HOPE THAT THEY COULD COME TO A FULL UNDERSTANDING OF HOMO­
SEXUALITY. HE REFERRED TO THE POGO COMIC STRIP REMARK,
"P r a is e  th e  lord  and p a s s  t h e  a c m o n it io n ,"  a s  em ph a sis  fo r

HIS OWN REMARK THAT CCNDEMNATION OPPRESSES: IT DOES NOT LIBERATE.

Re v . Brown in t e r je c t e d , " ííHa t ' s  w;rong w ith  c e l ib a c y ?" he 

h ea t e d ly  added  t h a t  i f  a  perso n  could  not b e  norm al, th at  HE 
SHOULD NOT BE AT A LL, WHICH WAS, ACCORDING TO REV. BrOWH,
BASIC CHRISTIANITY.

Mr s . Sue  pros in  sen t  u p  a  no te  to th e  e f f e c t  th at  30 our o f 40
HOMOSEXUALS EXPERIENCED GUILT FEELINGS IN THEIR AWIARENESS 'F  
THE CHURCH'S ATTITUDE TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY AND THEIR W.N 
EXCLUSION FROM CHURCH PARTICIPATION.

Th e  p a n e l  wrap- u p  came when d r . Hooker  r es ta t ed  th e  reason

FOR THE PANEL: (T APPEARED THAT MOST HOMOSEXUALS WIANT TO BE
ACCEPTED INTO A CHURCH GROUP. SINCE THE CHIEF SOURCE OF MORAL 
CONDEMNATION OF HOMOSEXUALITY STEMS FROM THE CHURCH ITSELF, THE 
HOMOSEXUAL MUST REMAIN IN CONSTANT CONFLICT. SHE SUMMED UP THE 
VARIOUS POSITIONS HELD BY EACH OF THE PANELISTS ASTWO-SIOEO:
THE CLERGYMEN WHO DO NOT HOLD A STEREOTYPED CONCEPT OF THE HOMO­
SEXUAL AND THE CLERGYMEN WHO REPRESENT CLEAN AND UNMISTAKABLE 
CONDEMNATION. SHE POINTED OUT THAT A HOMOSEXUAL SHOULD BE A- 
WARE THAT BOTH ATTITUDES EXIST. IN CONCLUSION, DR. HOOKER 
SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS THERE IS A NEED FOR AN EFFECTIVE, NON­
AUTHORITARIAN RELIGION WHICH ViOLLD MAKE A SERIOUS ATTEI.PT TO 
UNDERSTAND PEOPLE'S NEEDS: A RELIGION WHICH WOULD WORK TOWARD 
THE MENTAL HEALTH OF THE HOMOSEXUAL AND A|^ PEOPLE.



ON CHANGING SEX LAWS

THE Mo d el  p e n a l  co de  is  a  r es t a t em en t  of "what t h e  Law  should  b e " ,  
LEON Ma y e r , Los An g e l e s  a t t o r n e y , s t a t e d  a t  t h e  DOB co nven tio n

LUNCHEON. It  h a s  BEEN DRAWN UP BY THE AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE 
WHICH REPRESENTS THE "ADVANCED THINKERS IN THE FIELD OF LAW" AND 
"DOES INDICATE THE LAW WILL NOT GOVERN OR TAKE COGNIZANCE OF WHAT 
CONSENTING ADULT INDIVIDUALS DO SEXUALLY IN PRIVACY",

MR. Ma y e r  went on to  c i t e  s e c t io n s  o f t h e  Ca l if o r n ia  p e n a l  code

m lC H  HAVE BEEN USED TO PROSECUTE HOMOSEXUALS: SECTION 288A, WHICH
DOES NOT SPECIFY SEX AS SUCH, BUT DEVIANT SEXUAL PRACTICES; SECTION 
288, SO-CALLED CHILD MOLESTATION, WHICH IS NOT CHANGED IN THE MODEL
PENAL Co d e ; an d  s e c t io n  6a7 , t h e  vag ran cy  laws to  do w ith  " m o ving

FROM PLACE TO PLACE WITHOUT LAWFUL BUSINESS" AND "LEWC AND DISSO­

LUTE PERSONS".

He  DESCRIBED A "STATUS SECTION" IN THE VAGRANCY UWS WHICH HAS TO DO 
WITH A PERSON FOUND TO HAVE COMMITTED A PARTICULAR ACT WHICH AN 
AVERAGE PERSON WOULD NOT DO AND WHICH DOES NOT HAVE TO BE BASED 
ON THE ACT ALONE. HE ALSO MENTIONED ANOTHER SECTION DEALING WITH 

INDECENT EXPOSURE.

An yo ne  c o n v ic t e d  u n d er  any  o f  t h e s e  s e c t io n s  in  Ca l if o r n ia  is  re­
q u ir e d  BY law  to  r e g is t e r  WITH THE POLICE AS A SEXUAL PSYCHOPATH,
HE DECLARED. HE SAID THAT THIS "SEX REGISTRATION" CAUSED PRESSURE 

AND HARDSHIP ON MANY PERSONS,

Mr .  Ma y e r  to ld  o f w»y s  in d iv id u a l s  or  g ro ups  should  go abo u t  chang­
ing  THE la w : I) THE DIRECT WWY, WRITING LETTERS^TO ASSEMBLYMEN
AND STATE SENATORS; 2) MEETINGS SUCH AS THE DCS CONVENTION INVITING 
PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE INCLIOINQ SOCIOLOGISTS, PSYCHOLOGISTS AND AT­
TORNEYS; 3) WORKING WITH OTHER PEOPLE WHO HAVE A COMMON INTEREST, 
SUCH AS C IV IL  LIBERTIES GROUPS AND OTHERS WHO FEEL WC SHOULD NOT 

HAVE LAWS ON THE8DOKS WHICH ARE NOT ENFORCED OR WHICH ARE NOT 
FORCEABLE,

Se a r c h  and  s e iz u r e  law s g i v e  you  pr o t e c t io n  a g a in s t  h a v in g  your

PRIVACY in v a d e d , MR. MAYER SAID . THE CALIFORNIA STATE SUPREME 
Co u rt  h a s  h e l d , d e s p it e  a l l  t h e  r ea so n s  o f fe r e d  a s t o w h y  o f f ic e r s

should  b e  a b l e  t o  invade  o n e ’ s  p r iv a c y , THAT ANY EVIDENCE OBTAINED 
BY ILLEGAL SEARCH AND SEIZURE CANNOT BE ADMITTED AS EVIDENCE IN A
Ca l if o r n ia  court o f u w ,

th e  due  p r o c e s s  s e c t io n  o f t h e  u n it e d  s t a t e s  Co n s t it u t io n , the

UTH AMENDMENT, WOULD, FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO CHANGE THE UW ,
TAKE AWAY A LITTLE OF THEIR AMMUNITION. "YOU’ RE PROTECTED ANY­
WAY!" Mr . Ma y e r  d e c la r e d ,  "A  sea r c h  warrant may b e  issu ed  only 
IF THERE IS REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE A FELONY HAS BEEN COM­
MITTED IN YOUR HOME."

t h e  ATTORNEY WENT ON TO DISCUSS ENTRAPMENT, "A UW  OFFICER CAN GIVE 
A PERSON THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMIT A CRIME, PROVIDED THE CRIME DOES 
NOT ORIGINATE IN THE MIND OF THE OFFICER AND THE IDEA ORIGINATES IN 
THE MHO OF THE PERPETRATOR," THIS APPLIES |N EVERY ASPECT OF CRI­
MINAL U W , AND Mr , Ma y e r  s a id  h e  d id  not b e l ie v e  t h e  u w  o f  en tr ap ­
ment WOULD e v e r  b e  CHANGED.

Reg ard in g  in teg ra t io n  into  s o c ie t y , Mr . mayer  s a id  i t  was h is  f e e l ­
ing  t h a t  w ith  t h is  group or any  other  m in o r it y  GROUP, " our  SOCIETY 
HAS it s  OWN PROBLEMS".

"THE TRUE TEST OF A MATURE SOCIETY |S THE ABILITY TO SHOW UNDER­
STANDING OF OTHER GROUPS."

Sociologist Views Homophile Movement
Dr, Paul K* Rowan, « o o l o lo g l a t ,  a u a r e ia e o  ^n« tu »«rnuun 
s e s s io n  of the  Daughters of B l l l t l s  conven tion  In Los 
Angeles on S atu rd a y ,  June 23* He began h i s  a fte r - lu n o h e o n  
ad dress  w ith  the fr a n k  admission t h a t  he knew l i t t l e  about 
hom oeexuallty  elnoe th e re  e x i s t s  no v a s t  a re a  of knowledge 
about the homophlle movement. He added th a t  one reaeon f o r  
the lao k  o f  knowledge was t h a t  homosexual s t u d ie s  do not 
enhance the p r e s t i g e  of the In d iv id u a l  oonduoting the s tu d y .

Dr. Rowan d is c u s s e d  the "p r o o e sse s  of le g i t im a c y "  as the 
aooeptance o f  such an o r g a n iz a t io n  as Daughters of B l l l t l s  
by people  who have h igh  s o o la l  s t a t u s .  He In d ic a te d  th a t  
DOB would have t o  secure t h i s  a o o e p t a b l l l t y  In order  to



aoooD pllsh  th e  g o a l s  of the o r g a n is a t io n  as s ta te d  on the 
I n s id e  oover o f  THE LADDER, n o n th ly  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  DOB.
He co n t in u ed  t h a t  the  f i r s t  two purposes s e t  f o r t h  are 
p r l u a r y  g o a l s  and the o th e r s  a re  secondary alms; th o se  o f  
e d u c a t io n ,  l e g a l  alm s, and r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

The t e c h n iq u e s  o f  such m in o r i ty  groups a s  th e  HOTD and the  
NAACP were d is c u s s e d  a s  a means whereby DOB could  accom plish 
I t s  g o a l s .  By s tu d y in g  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e s e  and o th e r  min­
o r i t y  g r o u p s .  Dr. Rowan f e l t  t h a t  DOB cou ld  e s t a b l i s h  a 
mod«^ o p a r sn d l  which would e f f e c t i v e l y  secure I t s  g o a l s .
He s a id  t h a t  th e  a c t s  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  or a group, are  
d e f in e d  by how w e l l  he f i t s  the r o l e  he i s  p l a y i n g .

I n c r e a s i n g l y  b e h a v lc r  I s  b ein g t r a n s f e r r e d  from a moral 
realm  I n to  a t e c h n i c a l  realm . Dr. Rowan oo ntln ued. There 
I s  no community In th e  old  se n s e ,  excep t In a d i s t a n t  
Im person al way. A m in o r i ty  group. I f  I t  I s  to  do what I t  
alms to  do , must g e t  o f f  o f  the community l e v e l  and I n t e r ­
a c t  in  an im personal but In terdep en dent way. By t h i s ,  he 
s a i d ,  DOB can I n t e r a c t  w ith  the m a jo r i t y ,  or l a r g e r  p o r t io n  
o f  s o c i e t y .  He p o in te d  out t h a t  w h ile  DOB could  I n t e r a c t ,  
t h i s  I n t e r a c t i o n  did  not n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  the m a jo r i ty  
would be convinced  o f  DOB'S v a lu e s ;  t h a t  the I n t e r a c t io n  
co u ld  be s o l e l y  on economic and s o c i a l  grounds.

D r. Rowan spoke o f  " I n s t i t u t i o n a l  d isen ta n g le m en t"  as a 
means to  the u l t im a t e  g o a l  of the group . He r e f e r r e d  
a g a in  to  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  DOB to  move o f f  the community 
(o r  p e r s o n a l )  l e v e l  to  the  t e c h n i c a l  (or Im personal) 
l e v e l .  T his  might be done, he s a i d ,  by s e t t i n g  up a plan  
t o  work w ith  o th e r  m in o r ity  groups; by the use of p e o p l e 's  
names f o r  endorsement; by the d e f t  use o f  pe op le  of h igh  
s t a t u s .  These t e c h n iq u e s ,  he s a i d ,  were con s id e re d  standard 
o p e r a t i n g  p rocedure by m in o r i ty  g r o u p s .  He suggested  a 
Board of  A d v ise r s  which would be comprised o f  pe op le  of h igh 
s t a t u s .

The d e c l i n e  o f  the sacred  In to  the t e c h n i c a l  In c rea se  a th e  
g r o u p s '  chances f o r  p e r s u a s io n ,  he s t a t e d .  C le v e r  o r g a n i­
s a t i o n a l  work can c r e a te  an image more e a s i l y  s o ld  to  the 
mass p u b l i c .  DOB should be aware o f  the I n s t i t u t i o n a l  com­
p l e x  and I t s  v a r io u s  s t r a t a  In the Western Hemisphere, he 
added.

DOB must fu n c t io n  on two l e v e l s  a c c o r d in g  to  Dr. Rowan« I t

must have the c h a r a c te r  o f  the  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  complex to  r e ­
l a t e  to  the l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  and I t  must have an In te r n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For i t s  e x te r n a l  formal e x t e r i o r ,  DOB should 
have t r a i n e d  pe op le  In each fu n c t io n  ( l . e .  a formal s p e c i a l i ­
s a t io n  o f  d u t i e s ,  or a formal statem ent of "who-does-what.")  
I t s  In fo r m al,  or I n t e r n a l ,  s t r u c t u r e  should be b u i l t  on 
the Id e a  th a t  sp o n ta n e ity  must g iv e  way to  r a t i o n a l  p la n n in g . 
A member should be considered on whether t h e i r  oonduot Is  
r e l e v a n t  to  the o r g a n i z a t i o n 's  a lm s. He sa id  t h a t  t h i s  
might seem In c o n t r a s t  to  DOB's avowed I n t e r e s t  In  th e  In ­
d iv id u a l  but t h a t  a s tron g  s o l i d  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  a c c e p ta b le  
to the p u b l ic  as  a w h o le ,  was In a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  a c­
complish a l l  of the g o a ls  of the group*

9th  Anneal Conference
Featured sp eakers  a t  the Jth  Annual Conference of the 
U attach ln e  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  o f  San F ra n c isc o  to  be held  at 
th e  Jack Tar Hotel on S atu rd a y, August 25 ,  w i l l  be Rev. 
Robert W. Wood, author o f  C h r is t  and the Homosexual.
S p rin g  V a l l e y ,  New York; Evelyn  Hooker, P h .D .,  r esea rch  
p s y c h o l o g i s t .  U n iv e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Los A n ge le s ,  
and Richard S o h l e g e l ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h e r ,  Washing­
t o n ,  D. C.

Speakers a t  the co n fe re n ce  w i l l  d i s c u s s  p r o g re ss  made In 
th e  p a s t  decade of the homophlle movement In the f i e l d s  
o f  r e s e a r c h ,  law , e d u c a t io n ,  r e l i g i o n  and p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s .

As In the p a s t ,  the conference day w i l l  begin  w ith  r e g i ­
s t r a t i o n  s t a r t i n g  a t  5 '3 0  a .m. There w i l l  be a p re-o o n -  
fe re n o e  r e c e p t io n  on F r id a y  ev e n in g ,  August 24 .

Fees f o r  the s e s s io n s  w i l l  be; s e s s io n s  and luncheon,
$7 <DD} s e s s io n s  and d in n e r ,  ^y.OO; luncheon o n ly ,  ^5 . 0C{ 
dinner o n ly ,  |7*50 ; s e s s io n s  o n ly ,  $5 *00 ; f u l l  d a y 's  a c ­
t i v i t i e s ,  $13*00.

Advance r e s e r v a t i o n s  are  requested* For f u r t h e r  I n f o r ­
mation or  to  make r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  w r ite  to U attach ln e  So­
c i e t y ,  I n c . ,  653 U ls s lo n  S t . ,  San F ra n cisc o  C a l i f *
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AN ORCHiSTRATEB WORLD WE LIVE IN

With s a r o a s t lo  eye I watched) I t  I s  o n ly  a  game 
At which I l o s t  th e  p a t ie n c e  to  oven s p i t .
T ee ,  an o r c h e s t r a t e d  w orld  we l i v e  In ;  to  the  muslo 
Of t r a f f i c  and noney -  w h i le  I  watched 
With a s a r c a s t i c  e y e ,  of c o u rs e ,  the faded  rose 
That I had p ic k ed  o n ly  y e s t e r d a y .

Now w ith  a S B l l e ,  I move among th e  sane p e o p le ,
P la y i n g  l i t t l e  ganes a l l  of my own; I  b u i ld  
Hy dr9€UD8| on ‘t r u t h s  t h a t  moan no woro
Than what I*vo done b e f o r e ,  and p la n  to  do again«
Where I s  th e  t r i c k s t e r ,  who p la y e d  such a  Joke on noT Too 
An o r c h e s t r a t e d  world I l i v e  In -  a t h i r d  c h a ir  c l a r i n e t .

-  Tracy Lalng

ABNORMAL

When you r e f e r  to  ne_, d e a r ,  
don’ t  e v e r  c a l l  me "q u e e r ” . 

For t h e r e  a re  many l i k e  ne 
who roam th e  hem isphere.

Don’ t  e v e r  l e t  me hear  you
u se  th e  word " p s y c h i a t r i s t " ,  

For then you must condemn me, 
and b e l i e v e  as a l l  th e  r e s t .  

No, n eve r  c a l l  me " q u e e r " ,  d e a r ,  
d o n ' t  e v e r  say  I t  t w ic e ;

B e l i e v e  I'm r a r e .
And th e n  be f a i r  

And then be v e r y  n lo o l

.  Robin M i t c h e l l

OASIS

Burning, b l i s t e r i n g  sand.
D eso la te  d e s e r t  a l l  round me.
I seek the sanctum of an o a s i s  
Where In the co o l  o f  s h e l t e r in g  shade •
By a p o ol o f  l i f e  g i v i n g  w ater  I may be r e v iv e d  once more. 
The d e s e r t  I s  the d u l ln e s s  of days
And the l o n e l i n e s s  th a t  l i e s  In w a it  to  tr a p  and h o ld .  
Tour v o ice  I s  the  o a s i s  to  which I come 
F in d in g  p le a s u r e ,  f u l f i l l m e n t  and freedom.
I t s  resonance h o ld s  the warmth 
And th e  smile o f  a summer's sun.
And conveys comfort and p e a c e .
I t  I s  the  calm a f t e r  e x c e s s iv e  emotion.
I t  i s  the  s e l e c t e d  sa n c tu a ry  o f  my humble h e a r t .
These are  th e  t r u t h s  because you speak.
And I ,  h e a r in g ,  heed the music In your v o ic e .

> Dubby

I t ' s  a f o o l i s h  h e a r t  th a t  seeks f o r  lo v e .  
For love  should not be sought.
Who lo o k s  too hard f o r  what ho wants 
W il l  only  f in d  what lo v e  I s  n o tl

Many have I ,  but none to  p le a s e  me. 
Many have me, but none c o m p le te ly .

I have g iv en  my body.
1 have given my love.
I have f lu n g  my soul 
At th e  moon above.
I have poured out my tho ughts  
To a s e c r e t  f r i e n d .
And I have n othin g l e f t  
At t h i s  lon g d a y ' s  end.

-  n lk



The Lesbian In Mass Media

At th e  o u t s e t  o f  the oomisunl oat Ions p a n el  d le o u s s lo n  a t  
the DOB Convention^ e n t i t l e d ^  " I s  the Lesbian B eing Por­
tr a y e d  R e a l l s t l o a l l y  by the Masa Media?" Moderator Ron 
lloCoy o f  Radio S t a t i o n  KPI posed the q u e s t io n ,  " I s  the 
Lesbian B eing P o rtra y e d  a t  a l l ? "

Traoy L a ln g ,  book r e v i e w e r ,  s a id  t h a t  ra d io  and TV had 
o e r t a l n l y  p ro v id e d  a l i m i t e d  medium, but t h a t  th e r e  had 
been a  b re a k -th ro u g h  In the movies w ith  the p rod u otlo n  o f  
"The C h i l d r e n 's  Hour#" There,  she s a i d ,  the Lesbian  bad 
f o r  onoe been d e p le t e d  as a human belnge

J o ss  S t e a m ,  a u th or  of fhe_Sl*th_^Ian, s a id  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been some a tte m p t  t o  c l a s s i f y  the L esb ian  from the p o in t  
o f  v iew  o f  the o l e r g y  or the s o o l o l o g l s t ,  but t h a t  "nobody 
seems to  a t t a c k  the L esbian  as a human b e in g * "

" I  o a n ' t  answer the  q u e s t io n ,  D>K. M i l l e r ,  motion p l o -  
t u r e  and t e l e v i s i o n  p ro d u c er ,  c o n fe sse d *  " I  d o n 't  know 
what a L esbian  i s *  John P u b lic  o e r t a l n l y  d o e s n ' t  know*"

ffie went on to p o in t  out th a t  homosexuals had to  f a c e  them­
s e l v e s  r e a l l s t l o a l l y  and t h a t  h e t e r o s e x u a ls  l i k e w i s e  had 
to fa o e  the  f a o t  t h a t  homosexuals do e x i s t *

" P r e j u d i c e  I s  a d is o r d e r  o f  com m unication," Mr* M i l l e r  d e-  
o lo r e d *  He d i d n ' t  know Just what cou ld  be e x p e c te d  when 
we a t t a c k  p r e j u d i c e ,  but su g g es ted  t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
method was one way of f i n d i n g  answ ers,  t h a t  "the  s e o r e t  
o f  mental hygiene I s  a cc u rac y  and h o n e s t y , "  and t h a t  an­
o th e r  means o f  t e s t i n g  would be sem antlos*

"One o f  the reasons we d o n ' t  have any m a t e r ia l  I s  the Les­
b ian  h e r s e l f , "  Hr* S t e a m  s a id *  He c la im ed t h a t  the Les­
b ian  was r e l u c t a n t  to  r e v e a l  h e r s e l f *  "We d o n 't  want to 
g e t  o n ly  those people  who are Jumping f o r  I n t e r v ie w s ;  we 
d o n 't  g e t  a o r o s s - s e o t lo n  t h a t  way* But the Lesbian  group 
w o n 't  stand up and be counted -  even in  p r i v a t e * "

Miss L alng dep lo red  the q u a l i t y  of the l i t e r a t u r e  whloh 
I s  being p o rtr a ye d  as t y p i c a l l y  L esbian* She d e o r le d  the

" lo u s y  grammar," the "gruesome" s t o r y - l i n e ,  the " a t r o c i o u s "  
and s te re o ty p e d  p o r t r a y a l s *  She f e l t  t h a t  DOB and I t s  
su p p o rters  should "demand q u a l i t y * "  She f e l t  t h a t  Ann 
A ld r ic h ,  though a q u a l i t y  w r i t e r ,  had p o rtra ye d  the "h or­
r o r ,  shame and r e p u ls io n "  a n g le s  o f  L esbianism , but had 
f a i l e d  to  p o r tr a y  a d e q u a te ly  the oth er  side of the s to ry *

Mr* S t e a m  agreed t h a t  the  n e g a t iv e  s id e  of the s t o r y  had 
been p la yed  to  the h i l t ,  and when asked I f  th e  a t t i t u d e  
o f  th e  p u b l i s h e r s  had a n yth in g  to  do with  t h i s ,  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  p u b l i s h e r s  v a r ie d *  "E d ito r s  o f  newspapers w on't  
touch the s u b je c t  of hom osexuality*  You go to  books to  
handle t h i s  s u b je c t*  In the  magazine f i e l d  th e re  I s  a 
l i t t l e  g r e a t e r  a c c e p ta n c e ,  but th e y  have t h e i r  own l i t t l e  

p a t t e r n * "

"The Lesbian  has to  bo courageous enough to  stand up and 
be counted b e fo r e  any good l i t e r a t u r e  can come out of t h i s  
prob lem ,"  Mr* Stearn  r e i t e r a t e d *

Mr* M i l l e r  sa id  th a t  "who i s  t a l k i n g  has a g r e a t  d ea l  to 
do w ith  how th e  s u b je c t  I s  r e c e iv e d * "  I f  the academic 
people would ta k e  up t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b je c t  and s t a r t  
t a l k i n g  about i t ,  o th e r s  w i l l  do something about i t ,  he 

sa id*

" I t  I s  m ostly  men who w r ite  about L e s b ia n s ,"  Miss Lalng 
p o in te d  out* "There i s  an o ld  sa y in g  t h a t  ' I t  ta k e s  one 
to  know on e* ' I  would add ' I t  ta k e s  one to  w r it e  about 

o n e * '  "

Mr* S t e a m  d is a g r e e d ,  c la im in g  i t  was a m atter  of empathy. 
As a r e p o r t e r  you t r y  to  put y o u r s e l f  i n t o  the other p e r — 
scnb problem, he s a id ,  r e g a r d in g  him a s  a human being In­
s te a d  of a case h i s t o r y .  " I  b e l i e v e  I t  I s  p o s s ib le  f o r  a 
male to  w r it e  about a fem ale*"

Hr* McCoy su g gested  t h a t  those l i v i n g  the problem must 
h elp  In p u b l i c i z i n g  I t *

H iss Lalng p o in te d  out th a t  t h i s  was not a lw ays e a s y .  For 
p e rs o n a l  reason s I t  was sometimes d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some to 
I d e n t i f y  w ith  the movement* She did  f e e l ,  however, th a t  
much could  bo done In the l i t e r a r y  f i e l d *

"You S t i l l  have to  go o u ts ide  your own ran ks ,  "  Mr* Stearn



In s le ta d *  " I  c o u ld n ' t  w r i t e  an o b j e o t i v e  s t o r y  about d; >  
s e l f^  f o r  In sta n o s*  The book on Lesbianism I s  g o in g  to  
oome from a male*”

"Male s u p e r i o r i t y ! ” Miss Lalng r e t o r t e d *

"Male detaohment^” Ur* S te a m  o o rreo te d *

Hr* H i l l e r  spoke of the phony en dings o f  movies^ sa y in g  
t h a t  producers  were fo r c e d  to  do so by th e  moraj. code o f 
th e  n o t io n  p i c t u r e  Industry^  but In c o n t in u in g  t o  pro­
j e c t  th e  homosexual a s  " g e t t i n g  back Into  th e  h e t e r o s e x ­
u a l  sun set^ ”  th e y  were o n ly  f o o l i n g  th em selves*

"Host p eop le  o n ly  see th e  s te r e o ty p e  r e f l e c t e d  In l l t e r a -  
tu r e ^ ”  H iss L alng con tin u ed *  "The problem w o n 't  be 
s o lv e d  w ith  one book^ but one book would h e lp * "

"There I s  no t y p i c a l  Lesbian^" S te a m  said* " A r r i v i n g  
a t  a t r u e  p i c t u r e  I s  t h e  scope of t h i s  t h i n g * "  Re went 
on to  p o in t  out t h a t  Sutton P la ce  In New York was con­
s t r u c t e d  by fo u r  L e sb ia n s  and the I n f lu e n c e  of t h i s  group^ 
on th e  community* Perhaps some famous names might help^ 
he suggested^ but the g r e a t  s e c r e c y  surrounding th e  sub­
j e c t  c e r t a i n l y  h in d e rs*

H iss  Lalng s a id  t h a t  what was needed was q u a l i f i e d  w r i ­
t e r s  who were L esb ia n s ,  t h a t  budding authors were o f t e n  
t o l d  to  " w r i t e  about what you know a b o u t" .  I t  I s  q u it e  
p o s s ib le  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  emotion could g e t  In the way, how­
e v e r ,  she added*

"I th in k  th e y  oould w r ite  I t , "  S te a m  s a i d ,  "but I t  would 
be an angry book* I t  would b e  d isco u n ted *"

During th e  audience p a r t i c i p a t i o n  In t h e ^ l s o u s s l o n ,  the 
q u estion  was posed, "Are we seek in g only an advantageous 
p o r t r a y a l?  Would t h i s  be any more r e a l i s t i c ? "

H iss  Lalng s a id  what she had been speaking o f  was a por­
t r a y a l  o f  the Lesbian  a s  a human being w ith  n e i t h e r  con­
demnation nor c o n f ir m a t io n .

The more e f f e c t i v e  approach would be with  humor, someone 
e l s e  8\iggested, w d  gave a s  an example Oompton H aoKenzle 's  
The E xtra o r d in ar y  Women*

Hr* UoCoy c lo s e d  the panel d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  the ob serva­
t i o n ,  " I f  two pe op le  dance t o g e t h e r .  I t ' s  homosexuality*
I f  th r e e  people  dance t o g e t h e r .  I t ' s  f o l k  dancing*"

" I f  you p o r t r a y  the  Lesbian  r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  would I t  be 
I n t e r e s t i n g ? "  Ur* McCoy In terp o sed *

"The s u b je c t  I t s e l f  i s  I n h e r e n t ly  s e n s a t i o n a l , "  Ur* S te a m  
sa id *  "The problem I s  to  d e - s e n s a t l o n a l l z e  I t * "  This 
r i g h t  be done, ha added, by making L esb ian s "p eop le  in ­
s te a d  o f  s u b j e c t s * "

Miss Lalng a greed  w h o le h e a r te d ly ,  "As people  with  I d e a l s ,  
f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  h op es ,  dreams -  w ith  l e s s  emphasis on the 
s e x  a c t  i t s e l f * "  As p e o p l e ,  she s a i d ,  the r e a d e r s  can 
more r e a d i l y  I d e n t i f y  w ith  the c h a r a c t e r s  In a book*

Mr* McCoy a ske d ,  "Can p eop le  I d e n t i f y  w ith  the L esb ian ?"

"There I s  some form of I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , "  S t e a m  I n s i s t e d *

Asked why the s e n s a t io n a l is m  th e n ,  he s a i d ,  " S t a t i s t i c s  
are p r e t t y  slow g o in g *"

The GoldeD N eai of Sex
Because o f  the  more l ig h t h e a r t e d  a i r  of the  banquet a f t e r  
the s e r io u s  speeches and panel d is c u s s io n s  o f  the deiy, the 
sp eake r.  Thane Walker, m en to r-a n a ly st  from the P ro sp eres  
Academy In Honolulu, abandoned h i s  prepared speech* In ­
ste ad  he summarized the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the day In a b r i e f ,  
humorous vein*

We have asked Thane to  l e t  us p u b l is h  h i s  o r i g i n a l  speech, 
"The Golden Moan of S o x " ,  and I t  I s  expected  f o r  the Sep­
tember Issu e*

I t  might be mentioned here t h a t  fo u r  "SOB" (Sons of B l l l -  
t l s  awards) were made at th e  Convention banquet to  Thcuie 
W alker, Henry P o s t e r ,  Bob Burke and Pred Bunyan* These 
men have edl been h e lp f u l  to  DOB In one way or another*
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Did you know t h a t  Mugwumps REALLY s x l s t f  
They do* ^nd t h e y ' r e  not "R ep ub lloans 
who r e fu s e d  t o  support the p a r t y  nominee 
In the p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign of 1884»" 
They a r e n ’ t  even I - n - d - i - a - n - s ,
(You s e e ,  the  Algonquin 
In d ia n s  had a "mukquomp" 
who was t h e i r  " l e a d e r ,  
c h i e f ,  g r e a t  man.") The 
c l o s e s t  d e f i n i t i o n  of a 
Mugwump I s  "one who a c t s  .as an Independent

Beoause Mugwumps a c t  as  independ» 
e n t s ,  I t  I s  d i f f i c u l t  to  see one 
u n le s s  YOU are a Mugwump, too* 
There are l o t s  of l o n e l y  Mugwumps 

X " V  in  the w o r ld ,  and t h a t ' s  Just e x -
f  J  ̂ i B i v  a o t l y  why I deolded to  t o l l  you

f  j \  J Amthar's s to ry *  Then, I f  you
are a l o n e l y  Mugwump, th e  v e ry  

'  n ext  time you lo o k ,  you might 
f i n d  t h a t  you a re  l o o k in g  a t  a REAL LIVE MUGWUMP!I

*Jj
Amthar was a v e ry  q u ie t  s tu d io u s  Mugwump 
who l i v e d  a l l  a lo n e excep t  f o r  Randolph 
J .  S l l l y d o g .  They c le a n e d  h ou se, th e y  
were g r e a t  f r i e n d s .  The o n ly  j a r r i n g  
j io te  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was Amthar's  
s in g in g *  You s e e ,  th e re  are  Mugwumps 
who d o n 't  s in g  v e r y  w e l l  
a t  a l l .  And when Amthar i p t
sang, Randolph J* S l l l y d o g  .
Just to o k  a long walk* ¿ j J

Randolph (which i s  q u it e  a d is t in g u is h e d  name) 

had Seen P e te r  Pan on t e l e v i s i o n  and decided 
t h a t  I f  P e te r  d i d n ' t  have to  grow up, n e i t h e r  
d id  he* So he stayed  a puppy, Amthar thought 
t h i s  was v e r y  funny* T h a t 's  how 
Randolph became Randolph J •
S l l ly d o g *  Amthar l i v e d  
p e a c e f u l l y ,  but f e l t  t h a t  
something was m issin g  from l i f e *
Then -  one day. I t  happenedl

AMTHAR GLANCED INTO A WINDOW AND SAVf A REAL LIVE MUGWUMP!

L o v e ly ,  d e l i c a t e ,  shaped l i k e  a 
Mugwump should be shaped, th e re  
stood I l d l a n ,  C lear  blue eyes 
smiled a knowing smile over the 
fa n .  C o n f i d e n t i a l l y ,  Mugwumps 
have a way of knowing one a n oth er ,  
and Amthar had always hoped th a t  
the Imagined look  would one day be 
a r e a l i t y ,  and I t  was I Amthar's 
h e a r t  s p i l t  Into umpteen-dozen 
l i t t l e  h e a r t s ,  then melted to g e th e r

PULL OP LOVE, 
thought YOU 
In the world 
w e r e n 't?  '*hy, 
d id : You'd turn 
then know the 
can know when

In to  ONE GREAT BIO HEART 

What would VOU do I f  you 
wore the on ly  r e a l  Mugwump 
and then found out you 
y o u 'd  do Just what Amthar 
c a r t w h e e ls ,  f l i p f l o p s ,  and 
t h r i l l  t h a t  o n ly  a Mugwump

§
a d l fu s e d  emotion I s  o r y s t a l l l i e d  In to  the 
s p e c ia l  tender lo v e  t h a t  only Mugwumps can 
f e e l  f o r  each oth er*  WOW' BLANGJ 
I t ' s  l i k e  Summer and a l l  the h o l i ­
days put to g e t h e r  and packed In to  
one b e a u t i f u l  box* .G ift-W rap ped,



Suddenly ,  I t  was e x tr e m e ly  
Importeuit to  Anthar to  g e t  
a b e a u t i f u l  g i f t  f o r  the 
o - s o - l o v e l y  I ld la n »  Out 
cane the  c o in  and I t  was 
spent on a f r o t h y  m aster­
p ie ce  of o h l f f o n  and s a t i n :  
a hat u n l ik e  any oth er  hat 
ever  concocted« By s p e c ia l  
messenger w ith  a p r e c io u s  
Mugwump lo v e  l e t t e r  e n c lo s e d ,  
o f f  went the  hat t o  I ld la n «

And t h e n . . . .  D-I-R-E T-R-A-O-E-D-Y s tr u o k l  ^  
The h at was d r e a d f u l !  I t  plopped atop ”
I l d l a n ' s  head l i k e  an upside-down str a w ­
b e r r y  s h o r t c a k e .  I t  even 
f e l l  down ov er  the c l e a r
b lu e  e y e s .  I l d l a n  thought 
I t  was a t e r r l b l o  Joke»
Even Randolph c r in g e d *  ' , /#
I l d l a n  stamped on I t ^ d e r . t a n d a b l y )  and turned

Poor Amthar! Suoh b ig  t e a r s ,
Amthar had been l o n e l y  b efo re  
but now n ig h t s  and days seemed 
Im p o ss ib ly  lo n g  and l i f e  d id  
not seem worth l i v i n g .  To 
have come so c lo s e  to  f i n d i n g  
a REAL LIVE MUdifUMP, and then , 
to  lo s e  suoh a p r e c io u s  th in g  
was to o  much t o  b e a r .  Suoh 
sad y e a rn in g  l e t t e r s , , , . . . «

You s e e .  Mugwumps have t h e i r  own e p e o la l  
way o f  l o v i n g .  I t  I s  l i k e  a l l  the 
b e a u t i f u l  te n d e r  daydreams ever 
d r e a m e d . . . . a l l  the e x q u i s i t e  
prom ises  o f  th e  fu t u r e  ever  
m a d e ,. .a n d  a l l  the  music and 
poems of the u n iv e r s e .  ^

Time d i d n ' t  f l y .  I t  dragged. 
I t  moped, I t  dawdled, and 
even Randolph J .  S l l l y d o g  

beoame Randolph J « Sad«dog. 
L i f e  was m iso r a b le ,  I ld la n  
was sad t o o ,  and f i n a l l y ,  & 
w o r d e d -J u st-r ig h t  l e t t e r  
from Amthar d ec ided  I ld la n  to  
" f o r g i v e  and f o r g e t , "

The s i l l y  mistake was e x p la in e d ,  
and ^Idlan asked Anthar to  come 
to  c a l l ,  Amthar "duded up" and 
went to  see I l d l a n ,  Then, sud­
d e n ly ,  l i f e  was worth l i v i n g .

I t  was sp rin g  and blue s k i e s ,  rainbows and m agic, hope and 
prom ise, and a l l  th a t  Amthar had b e l ie v e d  I t  could  b e .
L i f e  was l o v e ,  and lo v e  was a  Mugwump named I l d l a n .

Love blossomed and grew, as 
one th in g  fo l lo w e d  another ,  
and Amthar and I l d l a n  l i v e d  
h a p p ily  over a f t e r .

Mugwump l o v e ,  l i k e  p e o p le -  
people  l o v e ,  I s  the b ig g e s t  
th in g  In the w o r ld .  I t  i s  
comprised of the sm a lle s t
t h i n g s ,  though: a g la n o e ,
a l o v e - l e t t e r ,  a te n d er  word, 
a hand—to u c h ,  a s m ile ,  a lo o k .

Perhaps I t  i s  tru e  t h a t  modern f a b l e s  
are  lo v e  s t o r i e s  In d i s g u i s e ,  even 
when th e y  are about *^gwumps.
Mugwumps do e x i s t ,  f o r  th e y  
are p e o p le -p e o p le  t o o .  I f  
YOU lo o k  c a r e f u l l y ,  you 
may f in d  a Mugwump who 
I s  lo o k in g  f o r  you. And 
I ' l l  b e t  t h a t  you know 
what Mugwumps REALLY a r e ,  
d o n 't  you?



LESBIANA
BY Ge n e  CWmon

206 .  THE 0/JRK SIDE OF VENUS BY SHIRLEY VEREL, BflNTflM BOOKS, 1962,

I HAVE FREQUENTLY LAMENTED, WHEN COMPILING THE YEARLY REPORT 
OF TITLES ON LESBIANISM, THE LACK OF HIGHLY ROMANTIC NOVELS 
LIKE  THOSE PRODUCED IN THE I9 30 'S . ALTHOUGH HUNDREDS OF PER­
TINENT NOVELS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED SINCE THE END OF THE JO 'S  
ONLY ABOUT A DOZEN COULD BE CONSIDERED ROMANTIC AND SENSITIVE.

THE DARK SIDE OF VENUS IS SUCH A NOVEL. IT IS REMINISCENT OF 
THE PRICE O F » LT  INTONE AND SOMEWHAT IN CONTENT. MOST OF 
THE NOVEL DEALS WITH THE EVER GROWING TENSION OF A BUDDING, 
BUT UNCONSUWMATED, LOVE AFFAIR . THE LOVE SCENES BETWEEN 
JUDITH AND DIANA ARE EVERY BIT AS BEAUTIFUL AS THE O JS T IF l- 
ABLY FAMOUS "WATERLOO" SCENES IN THE PRICE OF SALT.

Bantam  Boo ks  h a v e  done a  good  s e r v ic e  in  b r in g in g  t h i s , h i ­
th ert o  UNPUBLISHED IN AMERICA, ENGLISH NOVEL TO US.

207. LESBIAN LOVE IN LITERATURE EDITED BY STELLA FOX. AVON, 1962,

In  t h e  e v e r  grow ing  rea lm  of l e s b ia n a  t h i s  i s  a  " f i r s t " .
SOME y e a r s  ago DONALD ViEBSTER CORY COMPILED 2| VARIATIONS ON 
A THEIkE, SHORT STORIES DEALING WITH HOMOSEXUALS, THREE OF 
THESE WERE LESBIAN; THE REST WERE ON MALE HOMOSEXUALITY. THEN,
An n  A l d r ic h  in clud ed  some  e x c e r p t s  from  l e s b ia n  n o v e ls  in  h er  
BO O K, CAROL IN A THOUSAND CITIES.

NOW, A von bo o ks  and Ed it o r  St e l l a  Fox h a v e  g iv e n  us  a  l e s b ia n  
c o l l e c t io n , t h e  f i r s t  anthology  w holly  d ev o ted  to  t h e  s u b j e c t . 
THERE ARE SOME FAULTS IN THE COLLECTION. SOME OF THE CHOICES 
ARE POOR, How ever ,  c o n s id e r in g  t h is  is  a  190-p a q e  p a p e r b a c k  
o r ig in a l , i t  is  a  v er y  com m endable  e f f o r t .

In p l a c e  o f a  b lu r b  on th e  f i r s t  pa g e  m is s  Fo x  h a s  u sed  th e  
FAMOUS ODE BY Sapph o ,  t h is  is  f a r  b e t t e r  th an  t h e  o ften  u sed

"LURID T ID -e iT "  TYPE OF BLURB. THE COVER IS IN GOOD TASTE 
and THE ABSENCE OF SENSATIONALISM IS REFRESHING.

THERE ARE TEN SELECTIONS: THREE SHORT STORIES, "BLISS" BY
KATHERINE MaNSFIELD, "PAUL'S  MISTRESS" BY GUY DE MAUPASSANT, 
AND "THE Sum OF TV» /VWLES" BY CALDER WILLINGHAM; SEVEN PER­
TINENT EXCERPTS FROM NOVELS, THE ILLUSIONIST BY FRANÇOISE 
MALLET; MADEMOISELLE OE MAUPIN BY THEOPHILE GAUTIER, DUSTY 
AVSWER BY Ros/WOND L eWANN, ANN VICKERS BY SINCLAIR LEWIS,
THE RAINBOW BY D. H. LAWRENCE, THE FRI3VD OF THE FAMILY BY 
FYOOOR DOSTOEVSKY, AND MONDAY NIGHT BY KAY BOYLE.

MISS FOX HAS FULFILLED HER T ITU U R  OBJECTIVE. THESE SELiCTED 
authors  a r e  RESPECTED AND THESE BOOKS OR STORIES ARE ALL L I ­

TERATURE IN THE ACADOilIC SENSE. '

FROM THE SUBJECTIVE VIEWPOINT, THE STORIES ARE NOT THE MOST 
SYMPATHETIC. SOME OF THEM ARE CYNICAL IN TONE, AND TWO OF 
THEM a r e  " a n c ie n t  HISTORV" AND CONSEQUENTLY A B IT  DULL. THE 

OTHERS ARE VERY SATISFACTORY.

THE VALUE OF THE ANTHOLOGY IS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CASUAL 
READER OF LESBIAN FICTION TO SAfJPLE THE MOST PERTINENT SEC­
TIONS OF SEVEN NOVELS AND TO HAVE THREE EXCELLENT LESBIAN 
SHORT STORIES ALL IN ONE INE»>ENSIVE PACKAGE. ONE HOPES 
THERE WILL BE FUTURE ANTHOLOGIES ALONG THIS LINE AND THAT 
INTERESTED PUBLISHERS WILL CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE ENOfi- 
MOUS POTENTIAL MARKET FOR "MINORITY GROUP" SLANTED ANTHOLO­

GIES.

t  * * * *

BOTH OF THESE TITLES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE DOB BOOK SERVICE.
THE DARK SIDE OF VENUS IS jc y  PLUS KV  HANDLING. LESBIAN LOVE 
IN LITERATURE IS ALSO 5Q f PLUS K ¥  HANDLING. TVCRE IS A 4^ SALES 
TAX ADDED TO ALL CALIFORNIA ORDERS, S B »  YOUR RB1ITTANCE WITH 
YOUR ORDER TO DOB BOOK SERVICE, |2J2 MARKET S T ,, SUITE 108, SAN 

FRANCISCO 2 ,  Ca l i f o r n ia ,



Newcomer in the Field

LKoeR THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE HOMOSEXUAL LEAQIC OF NEW YORK, «BAI- 
FM TAPED A PROGRAM IN WHICH EIGHT PRACTICING HOMOSEXUALS DISCUSSED 
THBtóELVES, SOCIETY, PROMISCUITY, RELIGION, POLITICS, ETC. THE 
PROGRAM, SCHEDULED SOME TIME AFTER JULY 6, IS ENTITLED "L IVE  AND 

LET LIVE,"

VBA I IS PART OF THE PACIFICA NETWORK WHICH INCLUDES TWO OTHER STA­
TIONS, ONE OF WHICH IS KPFA-FM WHICH PRODUCED THE PROGRAM, "THE
Ho m o sexual  in  Ou r  s o c ie t y " ,  in  c o o per at io n  w ith  th e  Fr a n c is c o  
«ATTACHINE SOCIETY A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO.

RANOOLFE w ic k e r , PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR FOR THE LEAGUE, IS TO 
SPEAK BEFORE THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION ON AUGUST  ̂ REGARD­
ING THE HOMOSEXUAL'S VIEW OF JESS St EARN'S BOOK, THE SIXTH MAN.

La t e  in  Ma y  Mr . w ic k e r  a d d r es sed  a  g ro up  o f  6o He t e r o s e x u a ls  a t  
THE Ha l l  o f  Is s u e s  in  Juoson  Me m o r ia l  Ch urch  in new  York on "Re ­
s o l v e d : Th a t  Ho m o s e x u a lit y  Become A l e g i t i i m t e  p o l it i c a l  and so ­
c i a l  ISSUE o f  Ou r  Da y " .  Th e  r e s p o n s e , h e  r ep o r t s , was v e r y  en­
c o u r a g in g . On e  o r  two m em bers  o f  the  v i l l a g e  In d epen d en t  Demo­
c r a t s  SUGGESTED THAT HE CONTACT THE CHAIRMAN AND ARRANGE TO SPEAK 
TO THAT'GROUP, WHICH HAS A MEMBERSHIP OF 800.

Th e  new  York  L eague  a l s o  p u c e d  a n  e x h i b i t  of ho m o sexual  p u b l ic a ­
t io n s  AT THE HALL OF ISSUES DURING ITS JUNE PROGRAM ON "THE BEST
Is s u e s  o f  1962."

"THE Re a l i s t  Ma g a z in e " ,  a  p u b l ic a t io n  whose s p e c ia l t y  i s  f r e e  
THOUGHT AND SOCIAL SATIRE, HAS REQUESTED AN ARTICLE ON "THE HOMO­
SEXUAL A iB  C i v i l  l i b e r t i e s "  and  some of t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  encount­
er ed  by  t h e  LEAGUE IN PRESSING FORTH ITS PROGRAM.

Mr .  w ic k e r  r e p o r t s , to o , t h a t  "Th e  v i l l a g e  v o ic e " ,  w eekly  new spa­
p e r , WHICH HAS REFUSED MATTACHINE ADVERTISING IN THE PAST, NOW 
CU IM S  ADS WILL BE ACCEPTED OR REUECTEO ON THEIR OWN MERIT AND NO 
BLACKOUT OF THE WORD OR SUBJECT OF HOMOSEXUALITY WILL BE PURSUED.

For  a  NEWCOMER TO THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT, THE HOMOSEXUAL LEAGUE OF
NEW Yo rk  s e e m s  to  h a v e  em bar ked  on a n  im p r e s s iv e  p u b l i c  r e l a t io n s  
PROGRAM. ACDRESS OF THE LEAGUE IS P. 0, BOX 318, NEW YORK 9, N.Y,


