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on lEartly

(î ooi) Will (UomariiH Mm

A f e r v e n t  p r a y e r ,  a  f e r v e n t  d e s i r e .  B e a u t i f u l  w o r d s ,  
m e a n in g fu l  w o rd s ,  p o w e r f u l  w o r d s .  Handed down f ro m  g e n ­
e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  -  c e n t u r y  by  c e n t u r y .

Words m outhed i n  t h e  Joy  o f  C h r l s t m a s t l d e ,  t h e n  l o s t  i n  
th e  s o u r r y  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i v i n g .  Words u n h eed ed  a s  t h e  h a t e  
g ro u p s  l i n e  up and s p i t  a t  e a c h  o t h e r .  Words s i l e n c e d  by  
th e  v i g i l  of t h e  bomb.

We must n o t  a l l o w  t h e  a to m ic  ago t o  succumb t o  t h e  n e g a ­
t i v e ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  u n r e a s o n i n g  o f  h o p e l e s s n e s s .  We must 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  a s  we e x p e c t  t o  be p e r s e c u t e d ,  so s h a l l  we 
be p e r s e c u t e d  -  and  p r o s e c u t e d .  As we p r e p a r e  f o r  w a r ,  
even th o u g h  we c a l l  i t  d e f e n s e ,  we b r i n g  war e v e r  o l o s e r .  
As we l i s t e n  t o  t h e  v o ic e  of doom, so s h a l l  we be doom ed. 
I t  i s  t h e  law  o f  t h e  " s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  p r o p h e o y " .  What we 
p r o j e c t  s h a l l  come t o  p a s s .

For we a r e  p r o d u c t s  o f  ou r  own w o rd s  -  o u r  own t h o u g h t s  
and b e l i e f s .  And w hat we a r e  c a n  be c h a n g e d ,  f o r  by ou r  
own w o rd s  and a c t i o n s  we can  a l t e r  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o u r  
f e l l o w  man. As we a c t  w i t h  k i n d n e s s  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
as  we t r u l y  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w ’ s s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o ­
r y ,  so s h a l l  we be h e a r d  w i t h  k i n d n e s s  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

When t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e g i n s  t o  r e - e v a l u a t e  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  
t h o u g h t s ,  when he  s e e s  t h a t  he i s  an I m p o r t a n t  cog  I n  t h e  
'S rh ee l  o f  p e a c e " ,  t h a t  h i s  t h o u g h t s  auid a c t i o n s  a r e  r e ­
f l e c t e d  by  th e  l e a d e r s  he  e l e c t s ,  t h a t  w hat h i s  c o u n t r y  
p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  com m unity  o f  n a t i o n s  a r e  w ha t  he  h i m s e l f  
h a s  a c c e p t e d  — w h e th e r  p o s i t i v e l y  o r  by  o m i s s i o n  — t h e n  
p e r h a p s  t h e r e  c a n  a g a i n  be

" P e a c e  on S a r t h ,  Good W i l l  Toward U e n " ,

-  D el M a r t i n

OltfriatmaB al tifp 3tttt

A S t o r y  by C o l l e e n  S t e i n

Jo  B rooks  s a t  a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e  o f  h e r  T h i rd  Avenue 
h o u s e k e e p in g  room , m o o d i ly  p o n d e r i n g  t h e  downward c o u r s e  
w h ich  h e r  l i f e  had t a k e n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  A r a t h e r  p a ­
t h e t i c  c r e a t u r e  i n  h e r  l a t e  f o r t i e s ,  Jo  was s t i l l  f a i r l y  
a t t r a c t i v e ,  b u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e r  h eav y  d r i n k i n g  and 
f a s t  l i v i n g  w ere b e g i n n i n g  t o  e t c h  t h e m s e l v e s  upon h e r  
f e a t u r e s .  J o  had f o r m e r l y  b een  a  s c h o o l t e a c h e r ,  b u t  
h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  d ep en d en ce  upon t h e  b o t t l e  had r e d u c e d  
h e r  t o  w o rk in g  a t  any  odd Job  she  c o u ld  f i n d .

At one t i m e ,  J o  had b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a  " p r i z e  c a t c h "  i n  
a f f a i r s  of t h e  h e a r t ,  b u t  e ach  a f f a i r  was a lw ay s  s h o r t ­
l i v e d  and  a lw a y s  ended  i n  t h e  same way, w i th  h e r  l o v e r s  
l e a v i n g  Jo  b e c a u s e  of h e r  o v e rp o w e r in g  s t i n g i n e s s ,  a  
t r a i t  o f  n e a r l y  p s y c h o t i c  p r o p o r t i o n s .

C h r i s tm a s  Eve had  a r r i v e d ,  and Jo  B ro o k s ,  q u i t e  a l o n e  and 
a lm o s t  f r i e n d l e s s ,  was b e g in n i n g  t o  f e e l  r e m o r s e f u l  over  
th e  many s e l f i s h  d e e d s  w h ich  had  p l a c e d  h e r  i n  su ch  a  
l o n e l y  s t a t e .  She was n o t  one t o  e a s i l y  g i v e  way to  
t e a r s ,  and when t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  w e ig h t  of h e r  l o n e l i n e s s  
b eg an  t o  s w e l l  t o  I n t o l e r a b l e  p o r p o r t i o n s ,  she  t o o k  
a n o t h e r  sw ig  from  h e r  g a l l o n  Jug  of w in e ,  an d  t h o u g h t :
"Oh, h e l l ,  why work m y s e l f  i n t o  a  t i z z y  on C h r i s tm a s  Eve? 
I ’ l l  go lo o k  up some of my p a l s .  Maybe t h e y  can  c h e e r  me 
up,II Y e t ,  a s  she r a n  t h r o u g h  h e r  m e n ta l  c a t a l o g  of f r i e n d s ,  
th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  she no l ö n g e r  had any  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  
who w o u ld  welcome h e r  i n t o  t h e i r  homes h i t  h e r  l i k e  a  to n  
of b r i c k s ,  f o r  t h a t  h o l y  n i g h t  when t h e  f e a s t  o f  Our L o r d ' s  
b i r t h  I s  c e l e b r a t e d  c a n  be t h e  l o n e l i e s t  n i g h t  o f  t h e  y e a r  
f o r  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  f a m i l i e s  o r  f r i e n d s .

S t i l l  s t u n n e d  by h e r  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  Jo  t o o k  s e v e r a l  more 
h e a r t y  s w a l lo w s  from  h e r  J u g ,  t h e n  d e c id e d  t e  head  f o r  
th e  n e a r e s t  movie t h e a t e r  and  e sc a p e  f o r  a  few  h o u r s  from  
th e  a s r fu l  l o n e l i n e s s  w h ich  e n g u l f e d  h e r .

S in ce  i t  was C h r i s t m a s ,  Jo  r e p l a c e d  h e r  u s u a l  g a r b  o f  
f a d e d  b l u e  J e a n s  and sw ea t s h i r t  w i t h  h e r  one re m a in in g



b*3t  s u i t ,  a  d o i f d y - lc o k in g  a f f a i r  w h ich  had  bwen q u i t e  
s t y l i s h  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  and t r a d e d  h e r  b e a t e n - u p  s n i c k e r s  f o r  
a  p a i r  o f  s t u r d i l y - b u l l d  pumps w hich  seemed g r o t e s q u e l y  
t h i c k  when p l a c e d  b e s i d e  t o d a y ' s  t o o t h p l o k - s l l r a  s p i k e  
models*  However, t h e  o u t f i t  was t h e  b e s t  t h a t  Jo  had 
and a f t e r  she had f i n i s h e d  d r e s s i n g ,  h e r  s p i r i t s  p e r k e d  
up a  b i t #

Jo B r o o k s '  one-room  a p a r t m e n t  was l o c a t e d  I n  t h e  sh o d d y  
w a t e r f r o n t  d i s t r i c t ,  and  t h e  n e a r e s t  t h e a t e r  was o f  t h e  
a l l - n i g h t ,  t h r e e - f o r - t h e - p r l o e - o f - o n e  v a r i e t y ;  I v  o t h e r  
w o rd s ,  j u s t  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  S k id  row bums t o  f l o p  
f o r  a  few  h o u r s #  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  no l o n g e r  b o t h e r e d  J o ,  
and she p a i d  h e r  a d m i s s i o n  and  e n t e r e d  t h e  t h e a t e r #  
I r o n i c a l l y  en o u g h ,  D i c k e n s '  " C h r i s tm a s  C a r o l "  was one o f  
th e  t h r e e  f e a t u r e s  p l a y i n g ,  b u t  J o  was o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h i s ,  
f o r  t h e  w ine w hich  she had  b e e n  d r i n k i n g  e a r l i e r  I n  t h e  
ev e n in g  b eg an  t o  make h e r  d ro w s y ,  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
movie oame on th e  s c r e e n ,  sh e  d r i f t e d  I n t o  a  w in e - s o a k e d  
s l u m b e r .  Y e t ,  t h e  subs teu ioe  o f  t h e  movie was n o t  e n t i r e l y  
l o s t  on h e r#

I I

Uany happy events in  her childhood began Creeping in to  
J o ' s  dreams, events  m ostly  a s s o c i a t e d  with C h ris tm as ;  
the ro a r in g  f i r e  In the l i v i n g  room f i r e p l a c e ,  the p in e -  
scented  smoke from the burning wood, the p r e s e n t s  under 
the t r e e ,  the pagean try  and sp len do r  o f  U ldn lght Mass 
with i t s  added t r e a t  o f  o l d ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  o a r o l s ,  the up­
l i f t i n g  f e e l i n g  which Jo  aj^ierlBnoed du r in g  Mass -  a l l  

these th in g s  caused pangs o f  n o s t a l g i a  to  f l o a t  Into  her 
subconscious mind#

G r a d u a l l y ,  J o ' s  d ream s s k i p p e d  a h e a d  t o  more r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  
and she fo u n d  h e r s e l f  d re a m in g  o f  a  b e e r y  b l a s t  down a t  
th e  B ay s ld e  I n n  on C h r i s tm a s  Eve# No s t o c k i n g s  on t h e  
m a n t e l ,  no t u r k e y  d i n n e r  w i t h  s a v o r y  d r e s s i n g ,  no l i l d n l g h t  
U ass#  A l l  o f  t h i s  h ad  been  f o r s a k e n  f o r  a  row dy e v e n in g  
p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  an  i n c i d e n t  w here J o ,  f e e l i n g  l i t t l e  p a i d ,  
had  f l u n g  an empty  b e e r  b o t t l e  a t  a  g ro u p  o f  S a l v a t i o n  
Army c a r o l e r s  s i n g i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  b a r#  J o ' s  c u r r e n t  
g i r l  f r i e n d ,  i n  e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  h ad  a l s o  d e s e r t e d  h e r  on 
t h a t  n i g h t #

A n e a r l y - d e s e r t e d  b a r  w i t h  two c u s t o m e r s  now p l a n t e d  I t ­
s e l f  i n  J o ' s  d r e a m s ,  t h e  two c u s t o m e r s  b e i n g  o ld  compan­
i o n s  o f  J o ' s #  They were t a l k i n g  o v e r  o ld  t i m e s  and r e m i ­
n i s c i n g  o v e r  p a s t  C h r l s tm a s s e s #  One of t h e  women was 
show ing  t h e  o t h e r  a  n ew sp ap e r  c l i p p i n g ,  "Too bad# Won­
d e r  I f  o ld  Jo  l e f t  any  s o r t  of w i l l #  She o u g h t  t o  hav e  a  
m in t  h o rd e d  up som ew here , t h e  way she  a lw a y s  d ra n k  n o t h i n g  
b u t  d r a f t  b e e r#  Always a f r a i d  s h e ' d  sp en d  a  dime on some­
one e l s e ,  t h e  o l d  t i g h t w a d j "  Jo  g o t  a  b e t t e r  v iew  o f  t h e  
c l i p p i n g  and n o t i c e d  a  p h o to g r a p h  above th e  n o t i c e .  As 
she s q u i n t e d  more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  p h o to g r a p h  I n  t h e  dim 
l i g h t  of t h e  b a r ,  she saw h e r  own f a c e  In  t h e  p i c t u r e #

Jo  awakened w i t h  a  s t a r t ,  w h i le  t h e  movie was i n  t h e  m id s t  
o f  a  s c e n e  w here  E b e n e z e r  S crooge v i s i t s  t h e  m o r tu a ry  and 
r e a l i z e s  w i t h  h o r r o r  t h a t  t h e  body l y i n g  i n  t h e  c o f f i n  I s  
h i s ,  t h e n  se c o n d s  l a t e r  w i t n e s s e s  h i s  own m o u r n e r l e s s  
b u r i a l  S e r v i c e .

A f e e l i n g  o f  t e r r o r  g r i p p e d  Jo  a s  she  h a s t i l y  l e f t  t h e  
t h e a t e r ,  and  she f e l t  a lm o s t  a s  th o u g h  an u n s e e n  f o r c e  w ere 
p r o p e l l i n g  h e r  to w a rd  one of h e r  o ld  h a u n t s ,  t h e  B ay s ld e  
I n n ,  a  p l a c e  w h ich  Jo  had  n o t  f r e q u e n t e d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  two 
y e a r s .

I l l

R e c e n t  y e a r s  had  fo u n d  New B o s to n  c a u g h t  up I n  a  wave o f  
rev am p in g  I t s  w a t e r f r o n t  d i s t r i c t .  Thanks t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
Urban Renewal p r o j e c t ,  w h ich  was s t i l l  f a r  f ro m  b e i n g  com­
p l e t e d ,  t h e  g r i m y ,  d e r e l i c t  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  West S id e  
W a te r f r o n t  was r a p i d l y  c h a n g in g  i n t o  a  v a s t ,  b e a u t i f u l l y -  
l a n d s c a p e d  sh o p p in g  m a l l ,  co m p le te  w i t h  s e v e r a l  l u x u r y  
h o t e l s  and th e  L le w e l ly n  C e n t e r ,  w h ich  was seco n d  I n  s i z e  
o n ly  t o  I t s  tw in  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  L loyd  C e n t e r ,  r e ­
p u t e d l y  t h e  w o r l d ’ s l a r g e s t  s h o p p in g  c e n t e r .

The U rban  Renewal p r o j e c t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of 
t h e  W ll l i im e t t e  F reew ay f u r t h e r  I n t o  to w n ,  had  e f f e c t e d  
many c h a n g e s ,  and many a  v i s i t o r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  New B o s to n  
a f t e r  a  lo n g  a b se n c e  m is s e d  more t h a n  a  few  o f  t h e  f a m i l ­
i a r ,  a l m o s t  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  lan d m a rk s  o f  t h e  c i t y #  The o ld  
H e ra ld  B u i l d i n g  on N in th  and  P in e  now s a t  on F i r s t  and  Lo­
c u s t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  f r e s h  p a i n t  Job  h i g h l i g h t i n g  I t s  g i n g e r -



b re a d  t r i m .  A n o th e r  b u i l d i n g  w hloh  had  l i t e r a l l y  b e e n  
p i c k e d  up and  p u t  down I n  a  new l o c a t i o n  was S t ,  A lb a n ’ s 
C h u ro h ,  a  r e d  b r l o k  e d i f i c e  done I n  Romanesque s t y l e  and  
an a lm o s t  e x a c t  r e p l i c a  o f  a  fam ous c h u rc h  I n  I t a l y ,

F o r  y e a r s ,  S t ,  A lb a n ’ s h ad  b e e n  an I m p r e s s i v e  la n d m a rk  
on 8 0 th  and P a t t y g r o v e ,  a  s h r i n e  f o r  p i l g r i m s  t o  v i s i t  and 
a  g o ld m in e  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  s t u d e n t s  to  t o u r .

Jo B ro o k s  h ad  b een  to o  w rap ed  up I n  h e r  own g h e t t o - l l k e  
e x i s t e n c e  t o  p a y  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  g o i n g  on 
a l l  a ro u n d  h e r ,  and  I t  was t o o  much t r o u b l e  f o r  h e r  t o  

. e a d  a  n e w s p a p e r  t h e s e  d a y s .  Her w o r ld  had 
to  a  f e w  f r o w z y ,  d l m - l l t  t a v e r n s  on t h e  edge o f  S k id  Row, 
h e r  own a p a r t m e n t ,  and  h e r  Jug  of w i n e .

As she h u r r i e d  fro m  t h e  t h e a t e r  to w a r d  t h e  B a y s ld e  I n n ,
Jo  s t o p p e d  and c h e c k e d  t h e  s t r e e t  s i g n s  when she b e h e l d  
S t .  A l b a n ' s  C h u rch  on T h i rd  and  H a r r i s o n ,  w here  t h e  B ay -  
s i d e  I n n  S h o u ld  hav e  s t o o d .  J o  h ad  a t  one t i m e  b e e n  a 
d e v o u t  member o f  S t .  A lb a n ’ s ,  and  she knew a s  ^
e v e r y o n e ,  d ru n k  o r  s o b e r ,  t h a t  I t  was l o c a t e d  ^ O t h  
and P e t t y g r o v e .  But w hat was t h e  c h u r c h  d o i n g  down I n  
th e  to u g h  d i s t r i c t  of town?

Jo s t o o d ,  s c r a t c h i n g  h e r  h e a d  I n  a  p u z z l e d  m a n n e r ,  when 
She h e a r d  t h e  f a i n t  b u t  o n c e - f a m l l l a r  s t r a i n s  of t h e  
K y p r le  f l o a t  o u t  I n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  s t r a i n s  w h ic h  send a  
t ^ l l l  up h e r  s p i n e  and h y p n o t i c a l l y  b eck o n ed  h e r  t o  s t e p  
i n s i d e  t L  v e s t i b u l e  o f  S t .  A lb a n ’ s f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I n  

f o u r t e e n  y e a r s »

I n s i d e  t h e  v e s t i b u l e ,  Jo  n e r v o u s l y  h e s t l t a t e d ,
s u d d e n l y  become c o n s c i o u s  o f  h e r  rundown
b o y is h  h a i r c u t .  She b e g a n  p e r u s i n g  soma o f  t r
t h i  s h e l f  J u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  d o o r ,  and fo u n d  a  l e a f l e t  w h ich
b r i e f l y  sum m arized  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  S t .  A lb a n ’ s ^nd p o i n t e d
o u t  t h i t  t h e  n e w ly -o o m p le t e d  M l l a m e t t e  F reew ay  e ^ e n  on
was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h ’ s
l e a r n e d  f ro m  t h e  l e a f l e t  t h a t  S t .  A lb a n ’ s h ad  J e e n  d l s  
m a n t le d  an d  r e b u i l t  b r l c k - b y - b r i o k ,  a c c o r d i n g  
g l n a l  b l u e p r i n t s ,  so g r e a t  h ad  b e e n  t h e  d e s i r e  ^  ^  
r l s h l o n e r s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  u n iq u e  b e a u t y  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

s e t t i n g  of t h e i r  b e l o v e d  c h u r c h .

Jo f i n a l l y  summoned enough c o u ra g e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  nave  o f  
th e  crowded c h u rc h  and u s h e r e d  t o  a  s i d e  pew by a  man 
who seemed s t r a n g e l y  f a m i l i a r  t o  h e r .

Tho d e e p l y - i n g r a i n e d  h a b i t s  o f  h e r  y o u n g e r  y e a r s  a s s e r t e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  Jo  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g e n u f l e c t e d  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  
t h e  pew , and I n  a  few  m i n u t e s ,  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  d e b a u c h e ry  
e v a p o r a t e d  a s  she e n t e r e d  I n t o  t h o  mood and s p i r i t  o f  t h e  
Solemn H igh M ass, w i th  I t s  p r i e s t ,  d e a c o n ,  and  su b d eaco n  
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  made by  o u r  Lord t o  a to n e  f o r  a l l  
of t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  She became e n v e lo p e d  i n  t h e  c lo u d s  
of m em ory-evok ing  i n o e n s e ,  t h e  hymns, and t h e  som ber,  y e t  
h e a r t - s w e l l i n g  c h a n t s .  She fo u n d  h e r s e l f  J o i n i n g  I n  w i th  
th e  p r a y e r s  and r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  p r a y e r s  
whloh she had  n e i t h e r  h e a r d  n o r  u t t e r e d  f o r  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s .  
The c e l e b r a n t  t u r n e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a s  he p r o ­
n o u nced  th e  A b s o l u t i o n  and C o m fo r ta b le  Words, "Come u n to  
me, a l l  ye t h a t  t r a v a i l  and a r e  h eav y  l a d e n ,  and I  w i l l  
r e f r e s h  y o u . . . "  Those words warmed J o ,  and t h e y  seemed to  
h e r  a  d e f i n i t e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  th e  f o l d .  At t h e  
same t i m e ,  t h e  p r i e s t ’ s f a c e  seemed v a g u e ly  f a m i l i a r  t o  h e r .

"0 Lamb o f  God, t h a t  t a k e s t  away t h e  s i n s  of t h e  w o r l d , "  
c h a n te d  t h e  p r i e s t  I n  a  n a s a l  tw ang  w hich  besp o k e  o f  
y e a r s  s p e n t  a t  O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  tw an g  a l s o  o f t e n  m is ­
t a k e n l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  " sw lsh y "m en .

" . . . G r a n t  us  thy  p e a c e , "  responded the con grega tion  and 
Choir»

H aving  f i n i s h e d  s i n g i n g  t h e  Agnus D e i » th e  p r i e s t  t u r n e d  
and f a c e d  th e  p e o p le  w i th  t h e  H o s t  I n  h i s  r i g h t  hand and 
th e  o h a l i o e  In  h i s  l e f t .  I n v i t i n g  t h e  p e o p le  t o  t h e  a l t a r  
w i th  "B eh o ld  t h e  Lamb o f  God, b e h o ld  Him t h a t  t a k e s t  away 
th e  s i n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "  I t  was t h e n  t h a t  Jo  r e c o g n i z e d  
th e  p r i e s t  a s  t h e  young p h i l o s o p h y  s t u d e n t  who u s e d  to  
f r e q u e n t  t h e  B ay s ld e  In n  on w eekends and h o ld  q u i e t ,  I n -  
t e l l e o t u a l  b u l l  s e s s i o n s  a t  one o f  t h e  back t a b l e s  i n  t h e  
b a r .  At t h e  same t i m e .  I t  a l s o  dawned on h e r  t h a t  t h e  
man who h ad  u s h e r e d  h e r  t o  h e r  pew h ad  been  t h e  s a l e s  
c l e r k  who e a rn e d  e x t r a  money on w eekends  by w o rk in g  a s  
b o u n c e r  a t  th e  B a y s ld e  Inn»

As t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a p p ro a c h e d  t h e  oomniunion r a i l  t o  r e ­
c e iv e  t h e  B le s s e d  S ac ram en t^  Jo  d e b a t e d  w i t h  h e r s e l f  whe—



t h e r  sh e  w o u ld  make h e r  Communion. " L o r d ,  I  am n o t  w or­
t h y .  . . B u t  sp e a k  t h e  word o n l y ,  and  my s o u l  s h a l l  be h e a l e d  
. . . "  Then more v e r s e  fro m  S o l p t u r e  and  t h e  BOOK OP COM­
MON PRAYER b eg an  t o  ru n  t h r o u g h  h e r  mind. " . . . T h a t  He 
gav e  h i s  o n ly  b e g o t t e n  S o n ,  to  t h e  end t h a t  a l l  who b e ­
l i e v e  i n  Him s h o u ld  n o t  p e r i s h ,  b u t  have  e v e r l a s t i n g  
l i f e . . . H e a r  a l s o  w hat S t .  P a u l  s a y e t h .  T h i s  l a  a  t r u e  
s a y i n g . . . t h a t  C h r i s t  J e s u s  oame i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  t o  sav e  
s l n n e  r s .  .  . "

J o  g o t  up f ro m  h e r  pew, g e n u f l e c t e d ,  and  w e n t  up t o  t h e  
a l t a r  t o  r e c e i v e  th e  Body and  B lo o d  of C h r i s t ,  a f t e r  a 
l o n g  a b s e n c e .  She f e l t  somewhat l i k e  t h e  p r o d i g a l  so n .

As she f e r v e n t l y  J o i n e d  i n  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  t h e  S l o r i a  i n  
E x c e l s l s  D eo , J o  f e l t  an  i n n e r  p eace  an d  Joy  w h ich  had 
lo n g  b een  a b s e n t  f rom  h e r  s o u l .

M i d n ig h t  Mass was o v e r ,  and  Jo  edged  away th r o u g h  th e  
crow d s p i l l i n g  o u t  o n to  t h e  s t r e e t .  As she oame c l o s e r  
t o  t h e  d o o r ,  sh e  r a n  i n t o  t h e  man who had  e s c o r t e d  h e r  
t o  h e r  pew. He s m i l e d  and s a i d ,  "Welcome home, J o ,
Come b ack  a g a i n .  We’ d lo v e  t o  have y o u . "

Gov Life in Holland
T o  UNDERSTAND THE PO SITIO N  OF THE LESBIAN WOMAN IN  HOLLAND YOU 

HAVE TO KNOW A L IT T L E  ABOUT THE DUTCH CHARACTER. THE DUTCH 

HAVE VERY L IT T L E  im G IN A T IO N  -  TH E IR  MATTER-OF-FACTNESS IS  

KNOWN A LL  OVER THE WORLD. AS LONG AS YOU DON 'T BOTHER PEOPLE 

HERE THEY WON'T MIND YOUR BUSIN ESS. BUT ONE T H IN G : DO N 'T BE

OBVIOUS. DUTCH PEOPLE DON’ T  L IK E  ANYTHING WHICH IS  OUT OF NOR- 

lulAU. "B E IN G  L IK E  EVERYBODY" IS  TH E IR  SLOGAN.

Th e  l a w  OF o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  t o l e r a n t  i n  Eu r o p e

AND PERHAPS IN  THE 'WORLD, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN TWO PER­

SONS OF THE SAME SEX IS  ONLY PUNISHED WHEN ONE OF THEM IS  UNDER 

AGE ( 2 | ) ,  {FOR HETERO'S IT 'S  |6  FOR THE G IR L , 2 l  FOR THE B O Y .) 

THE K IN O  OF PUNISHMENT DEPENDS ON THE AGE OF THE MINOR.

Te n  YEARS AGO NOBODY KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY. OF 

COURSE THERE Y£RE SOME STORIES TOLD BUT THEY WERE ONLY D IRTY AND 

UNTRUE. THE LAST F IV E  YEARS THINGS ARE CHANGING A L O T . NEWS­

PAPERS T E LL  ABOUT IT  (FOR THE I5TH BIRTHDAY OF THE COC WiE HAD 

A PRESS-CON'FEREfJCE AND A  REAL "GOOD" P R E S S ), PREACHING IN  ALMOST 

EVERY KINDSOB CHURCH AND LECTURES ON THE RADIOS liVE’ RE EVEN 

PLANNING TO MAKE A MOVIE FOR TEACHERS, PARENTS, E TC . AT LEAST 

7 OF T H IS  IS  DUE TO THE WORK OF THE COC HOMOSEXUAL MOVEMENT.

AMONG THE 3,000  MEMBERS OF THE COC ARE 400 WOIEN. THAT IS  NOT 

MUCH -  WOMEN IN  Ho l l a n d  a r e  n o t  c l u b - m in d e d .  Th e  ViOk e n  in  

Ho l l a n d  g o t  t h e i r  r ig h t s ,  a l l  r ig h t ,  b u t  t h e  e m a n c ip a t io n  i s

ONLY A LEGAL ONE, S T IL L  L IV E  IN  A PATRIARCHAT. WOMEN ARE 

P A ID  LE S S , AND THERE ARE MANY JOBS THEY SIMPLY CANNOT GET.

Pe o p l e  h e r e  r e a l l y  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  ( a n d  " n o t  u n d e r s t a n d in g "

MEANS TO THE DUTCH OFTEN "NOT B E L IE V IN G ") THAT A  WOMAN -  BEING 

OF THE INFERIOR SEX -  CAN PREFER THE LOVE OF ANOTHER WOMAN TO 

THAT OF A SUPERIOR MAN .  .  .  "SHE W ILL  GET OVER I T ,  IN  ONLY SHE 

MEETS THE RIGHT K IND OF MAN" IS  A REMARK OFTEN HEARD. AND IN­

DEED, SOME DO. BUT T H A T 'S  ONLY 3 ^  AND EVEN THEY SOMETIMES RE­

TURN TO THE GAY L IF E .

Th e  LESBIANS i n  Ho l l a n d  a r e  n o t  d i v i d e d  s o  c l e a r l y  i n  " b u t c h "

AND "FEM S" AS IT  SEEMS TO BE IN THE STATES. MOST OF US LOOK 

r a t h e r  f e m in in e .  I BELIEVE THAT T H IS  IS  ALSO A  QUESTION OF 

FA S H IO N . AT THE MOMENT IT  IS  "BON TON" TO DRESS F IN E . YEARS 

AGO YOU SAW MCRE WOMEN THAN NOW IN  TAILORMADE, SLACKS AND 

SMOKINGS. NOW YOU WEAR HIGH HEELS, YOU USE L IP S T IC K  AND SO ON,

It 'S  RATHER NATURAL I SCPPOSE. WE ARE "G A Y " BECAUSE WE LOVE 

WOMEN, If  we PREFER MAKE-BELIEVE MEN, IT 'S  HARD TO UNDERSTAND WHY.

WE HOLD DOWN OUR JOBS OR LEAVE THEM JUST AS ANY OTHER G IR L  DOES.

B u r  EVEN WHEN YOUR BOSS GETS TO KNOW, HE WON'T F IR E  YOU: EVERY­

BODY IS  UNDERSTAFFED. THE K IND OF JOBS WE HAVE ARE VARIOUS. IN 

OUR GROUP THERE ARE SECRETARIES, HAIRDRESSERS, A LAWYER, SALES­

WOMEN, AR TISTS (VERY FEW) AND ONE NEWS-PAPERWOMAN (M E ). V £ A LL 

HAVE TO WORK HARD AND I DON 'T KNOW ANY G IR L  WHO IS  EXTREMELY R IC H . 

SOfc€ OF US HAVE CARS INDEED. BUT NO HILLM AN MINX AND NO JAGUARS. 

J u s t  a  s m a l l  v o lk s w a g o n  f o r  c o m f o r t .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e  w e h a v e  b ik e s  

TOO»



h a n g o u t s  l i k e  t h e r e  a r e  i n  new  YORK ARE VERY RARE.

^ erc vu , .  Ro t t e r d a m  a n d  THe  Ha g . ^  t o g e t h e r .  A -

VERY FEW WOMEN THERE. IT 'S  MOSTLY MEN. BUT OF COURSE, WE HAVE

t h e  c l u b : " -m E  L IN K " ,  t h e  COC HAS A  NATIONAL HOUSE IN  A M S T ™

A fC  SMALLER PLACES IN  ROTTERDAM, THE HAGUE, UTRECHT AND SO ON.
SMALLER PUXLhS . PERFORMANCES ARE G IVEN

M EETING S, D ISCUSSIONS, M OVIES, LECTURES ANU „  m r

h e r e  b u t  EVERY NIGHT YOU'RE WELCOME U N T IL  TW >. THERE IS  A BAR 

a n d  y o u  c a n  DANCE. 'AE HAVE RECORDS AND SOMETIMES A L IT T L E  

IT  IS  A  PR IVATE CLUB, SO YOU WON'T BE SURPRISED BY UM.UCKY ^C O U N T­

ER S, YOU CAN BECOME A MEMBER AT THE AGE OF 2 I AND YOU PAY A 

y e a r  -  AND YOUR DRINKS OF COURSE.

p a r t ie s ? o f  COURSE. B IR TH D AYS, PROMOTIONS, BIRTHDAY OF YOU? R E - 

UXTIO NSH IP  ARE VERY GOOD REASONS TO G IV E  A PARTY. BUT NOT EVERY­

ONE CAN DO T H IS .  IT 'S  VERY HARO (OR IM PO SSIBLE) TO GET A  FREE 

HOUSE OR A F L A T . SO YOU RENT A ROOM AND TRY TO H ID E  YOUR L IF E  

f r o m  t h e  UU^CLADY. b e c a u s e  . . .  e v e n  IF  SHE W ^ D  ACCEPT THE R ^ -  

NOMONEN o f  h o m o s e x u a l it y  s h e  d o e s  S IR ELY NOT ACCEPT "GAY TENANTS .

I DO N 'T TH IN K  THERE IS  A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A D U T C H ^  AN 

AMERICAN R E LA T IO N S H IP . IT  LA S TS , OR IT  D O E S N 'T . ABOUT ^  OF 0 ^  

GROUP IS  ROOMING W ITH A FR IE N D . IN GENERAL OU? RELATIONSHIPS ARE 

A L IT T L E  B IT  LIKE A MARRIAGE: GOOD OR BAD, LONG OR SHORT . . .  W E N  

THE SONG IS  OVER YOU BREAK UP. ONE OF YOU MOVES OUT ( IN F ID E L IT Y  

b e in g  THE MOST FREQUENT REASON, IT 'S  MOSTLY THE "LO V Ir«-S O M E O N E -E LS E  

WHO MOVES our) AND AFTER SOME WEEKS YOU MEET EACH OTHER AT THE L I W .  

YOU SAY "H a l l o " ,  g a z e  a t  t h e  ' n ew  l o v e ' ,  n o d  w it h  a p p r e c ia t io n  o r  

f e e l  DOWN, BROKEN OR FREE. ANYHOW, IT 'S  THE SAME MATTER-OF-FACT­

NESS A L L  d u t c h  HAVE: YOU D O N 'T  K IL L  EACH OTHER, D O N 'T  BECOME A

d o p e - a d d ic t  AND DRINK ONLY A L IT T L E  B IT  TOO MUCH.

OF COURSE THERE IS  S T IL L  THE F A M IL Y . SOME OF CS BRING TH E IR  

p a r e n t s  TO THE M EETINGS; SOME HAVE TO H ID E  TH E IR  L IF E  FROM THE 

PARENTS. SOMETIMES I T 'S  NECESSARY TO ASK A  GAY FRIEND TO COVER 

UP l i k e  A  BOY F R IE N D . SOME ARE EVEN MARRIED TO «  GAY BOY, AND 

EVEN CHILDREN ARE NCT SOMETHING TOO AM AZING ,

ALTOGETHER YOU COULD SAY THAT OUR GAY L IF E  IS  RATHER Q U IE T .

If  THE A m e r ic a n  n o v e l s  a b o u t  g a y  l i f e  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  ( w h ic h  

I h a r d l y  c a n  b e l i e v e ) i t  w i l l  SEEM RATHER D L U . TO YOU. BUT 

b e l i e v e  m e ,  i t  i s n ' t :  '.E WOULD BE GLAD TO PROVE T H IS  TO EVERY

Am e r ic a n  s i s t e r  who c o m e s  t o  Ho l l a n d  f o r  a  h o l id a y ,  y o u ' l l

BE W ELC O kt: -  « « ’ ■N STORM

One o o n v l o t  seemed a  t r i f l e  n e r v o u s  a s  g u a r d s  s t a r t e d  
p e r s o n a l  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r  In  t h e  " sh ak e-d o w n "  
room a t  O hio  P e n i t e n t i a r y  r e c e n t l y .  L i t t l e  w o n d er .  The 
p r i s o n e r  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a  woman d r e s s e d  a s  a  man.

F u r t h e r ,  i t  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r  h ad  gone t h r o u g h  20 
d a y s  of a r r e s t .  J a i l  and  o o u r t  s e n t e n c i n g  w i th o u t  anyone 
r e a l i z i n g  " h e "  was a  woman.

The p r i s o n e r ,  Gary Johnson, 37 ,  was conv ic ted  of b u rg la ry  
o f  a  lumber yard  and sentenced to  a  term of 1—15 y e a r s .  
O f f i c i a l s  s a id  they were not sure what to  do about the 
c a s e .  The FBI rep orted  th a t  on I t s  r e c o r d s ,  to o ,  John­
son was l i s t e d  a s  a man.

A p e r s o n a l  i n  t h e  SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE r e a d s :

"T hose  p e r s o n s  who have b een  a r r e s t e d ,  b u t  
n o t  c o n v i c t e d  and a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  rem ov­
i n g  t h i s  s t i g m a ,  o r  t h o s e  who want t o  h e lp  
su ch  p e o p l e ,  c o n t a c t  The Committee f o r  Ab­
o l i s h m e n t  o f  N o n -C o n v io ted  P o l i c e  R e c o r d s ,  
P ,  0 .  Box 438,  S a u s a l l t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a . "

VARIETY re v i e w s  "L a  P l l l e  Aux Yeux D 'O r"  ( G i r l  With t h e  
G olden  E y e s ) ,  A Warner B ro s ,  r e l e a s e :

" T h i s  p lo  looms m a in ly  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  a r t y  e n t r y  
a b r o a d .  I t s  Lesbo theme m igh t h e lp  f o r  b a l l y ,  
b u t  t h e  s low  u n fo ld m e n t  and  m u te d ,  mannered 
t r e a t m e n t  c a l l  f o r  a  h a r d  s e l l . "

Summer t e l e v i s i o n ,  r e p u t e d l y  a  d r a b  a f f a i r ,  p r o v i d e d  a  
c o u p le  o f  I n t e r e s t i n g  h o u r s .  . . . A  s e r i e s  o f  s p e c i a l s .

(C o n t in u e d  on pag e  20)



OUR SOCIAL CRITICS

Hair Psychology
By Carol Grace

(TVE f o l l o w in g  i s  a  r e p r in t  f r o m  t h e  ^  FtWNCISCO

EXAMINER OF OCTOBER 2 4 ,  I 9 6 l *  THOLGHT PERHAPS 

SOME OF OUR READERS MIGHT ENJOY A  CHUCKLE.)

On e  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  h a i r  s t y l i s t s  i n  t h e  c o u m t r y  r e c e n t l y  m a d e  

t h e  o b s e r v a t io n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  a  n a t io n a l  m a g a z in e ,  t h a t  " w om en  

s h o u l d  l o o k  l i k e  l i t t l e  Eu r o p e a n  b o y s .  Th e i r  h a i r  s h o u . o  b e

SHORT AT© CROPPED. ANY WOMAN WHO W IL L  NOT WEAR HER H A IR  THAT WAY 

15 BASICALLY VERY INSECURE."

Na t u r a l l y  I t o o k  t h i s  t o  h e a r t .

Ev e r y  v a u m  t a k e s  a n y t h in g  t o  h e a r t  t h a t  d e a l s  w it h  a n y t h in g  

a b o u t  h e r  a t  a l l .

So I ASKED MYSELF, "AM  I BASICALLY INSECURE?"

" Y E S i"  MY INNER VOICE SHOUTED.

VHICH IS  A L L  VERY STRANGE, BECAUSE MY H A IR  IS  VERY D E F IN IT E LY  

SHORT AND CROPPED, WHICH K IN D  OF RUINS WHAT THAT S T Y L IS T  S A ID ,

B u t  I W ILL  TAKE H IS  WORD FOR I T .

I B E L IE V E  A L L  PSYCHOLOGISTS, YOU C A N 'T  ARGUE W ITH PSYCHOLO­

G IS T S .

AND I 'L L  PARTICULARLY BELIEVE A H A IR  S T Y L IS T , BECAUSE H E 'S  THE 

BIGGEST PSYCHOLOGIST OF THEM A L L ,  ONLY H IS  COUCH F L IP S  OVER 

BACKWARD AND DUNKS YOUR HEAD.

In  a n y  e v e n t ,  w h at  I im a g in e  h e  m e a n t  w a s  t h i s ;

As EVERYBODY KNOWS, MOST WOMEN TODAY WORRY ABOUT TH E IR  F E M IN IN IT Y ,

Ü

0

An d  a  WOMAN HAS TO BE VERY, VERY SECURE INDEED IN  HER FUNDAMEN­

TAL F E M IN IN IT Y  TO BE ABLE TO GO AROUND LOOKING L IK E  A  L IT T L E  

EUROPEAN BOY.

THE SAME THING COULD BE S A ID  FOR MEN, WHO HAVE TO BE VERY, VERY 

SECURE INDEED IN  TH E IR  FUNDAMENTAL MASCULINITY TO BE ABLE TO GO 

a r o u n d  LOOKING L IK E  L IT T L E  EUROPEAN G IR L S , WHICH SOME OF THEM DO.

A n d ,  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  f u r t h e r ,  I w ou_o  s a y  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  l o t  o f

ADVANTAGES, BESIDES BEING S T Y L IS H , TO LOOKING L IK E  A  L IT T L E

Eu r o p e a n  b o y ,  b e c a u s e  o b v io u s l y  y o u  w o u ld  o m _y  a t t r a c t  t h e  m ost  

MASCULINE OF MEN.

An y  m a n  v h o  w o r r ie s  a b o u t  h i s  m a s c u l in it y  w o u l d n ' t  b e  c a u g h t  

DEAD c h a s in g  AFTER A G IR L  WHO LOOKS L IK E  A L IT T L E  EUROPEAN BOY,

HE STIC K S  WITH THE LONG-HAIRED TYPES, FEELING A LL  MALE AND SE­

CURE, ONLY H E 'S  REALLY NOT SECURE AT A LL  -  IN  THE SAME WAY THAT 

A  WOMAN WITH LONG FLOWING H A IR  GOES AR O U C  FEELING FEMALE AND 

SECURE, OM-Y S H E 'S  REALLY NOT SECURE AT A LL  E IT H E R .

A n d  I T ’ S REALLY Q U ITE S IM P L E , WHEN YOU TH IN K  ABOUT I T ,  EXCEPT 

FOR ONE T H IN G .

Fa s h io n  c h a n g e s  b e in g  w h a t  t h e y  a r e ,  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  lo n g  h a i r

IS  GOING TO COME BACK, AND HERE ARE GOING TO BE A LL  THESE WOMEN 

g o in g  AROUND W ITH SHORT CROPPED H A IR , SMUGLY PROVING T Æ IR  BASIC 

F E M IN IN IT Y .

BUT I SUPPOSE THE H A IR  STYLISTS W IL L  ACCOMMODATE TO THAT ONE 

PRETTY R E A D ILY .

A L L  T H E Y 'L L  NEED TO SAY IS ,  "ANY WOMAN WHO W IL L  NOT WEAR HER 

h a i r  lo n g  i s  BASICALLY INSECURE,"

Ob v io u s l y ,  o n l y  a  w o iw n  who f e e l s  b a s ic a l l y  s e c u r e  w i l l  h a v e  t h e

COURAGE TO LET HER H A IR  GROW A ID  NOT HAVE TO QO AR O U C  LOOKING 

L IK E  A  L IT T L E  EUROPEAN BO Y .

AS FOR Æ ,  I 'M  LETTING MT H A IR  GROW NOW. I DON’ T  WANT TO BE 

CAUGHT SHORT.



Cosm opoiitan ^/to i/in cia i:

^ k e  a n d ^ o / t k Q  C o le tte

In  a l l  SL8 JECT MATTER THE MALE ALTTHOR DOMINATES THE 

W RITING F IE L D  SAVE ONE: THE INTROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS OF

PERSONAL R E LA TIO N S H IP S . S i DON IE  GABRIELLE COLETTE IS  

THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF T H IS  GENRE OF W R IT IN G . SHE 

W'AS BORN IN  1073 IN  A FRENCH PROVINCE, L IV IN G  THERE 

U N T IL  AT 17 SHE MARRIED THE UNSCRLPLLOUS "W IL L Y " (HENRY 

G A U T H IE R -V IL L A R S ). u n d e r  H IS  DOMINANCE AND DIRECTIONS 

SHE WROTE HER F IR S T  WORKS, THE FAMOUS "C LA U D IN E " S E R IE S .

W i l l y  in t r o d u c e d  Co l e t t e  in t o  h i s  v e r y  s o p h is t ic a t e d  

M IL IE U  IN  Pa r i s .  Th i s  in c l u d e d  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  a r t i s t i c  

l e s b ia n s  l e a d  b y  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  Due DE Mo r n y ,  t h e  

Ma r q u is  d e  Be l b o e l f ,  kno w n  a s  " M i t z y . "  Ot h e r s  o f  t h i s

EXCLUSIVELY FE M IN IN E  GROUP WERE P O LA IR E , RENEE V IV IE N ,

Na t h a l i e  Cl i f f o r d  Ba r n e y , Ma r g u e r it t e  Mo r e n o  a n d  o t h e r s  

NOW q u it e  f a m o u s .  COLETTE’ S ESCAPADES WITH T H IS  GROUP 

CREATED Q U ITE A SCANDAL, CULMINATING WHEN M ITZY AND COLETTE 

APPEARED IN  A  STAGE PLAY CALLED "L A  REVE D 'EG U FTE" ON THE 

STAGE CF THE MOLL IN  ROUGE IN  JANUARY I907,  A  VERY PROLONGED 

K IS S  BETWEEN THE TWO CAUSED SUCH AN UPROAR THAT THE PLAY 

WAS IMMEDIATELY STOPPED.

EVEN DURING T H IS  R ELATIVELY W ILD  PERIOD IN  HER L IF E ,  COLETTE 

WROTE S T E A D IL Y . IN 191 2 , WHEN SHE MARRIED FOR THE SECOND 

T IM E , HER PU BLIC  ESCAPADES CEASED TO A LARGE EXTENT. SHE 

WAS THEN 3 9  AND READY TO SETTLE DOWN. THEREAFTER HER TEN­

DENCIES CAIviE TO L IG H T ONLY IN  HER W R IT IN G S .

In  a l l , COLETTE PRODUCED A LARGE NUMBER OF WORKS: |0  NOVELS, 

DOZENS OF SHORT SKETCHES, A FEW TRUE SHORT STO RIES, MANY 

INFORMAL ESSAYS ABOUT FLOWERS AND AN IM ALS, TWO AUTOBIOGRA­

P H IE S  AND HER! N O N -F IC T IO N  MASTERPIECE, CES P L A IS IR S , OR, AS IH  

SHE PREFERRED CALLING I T ,  THE PURE AND THE IMPURE,

A n  a m a z in g  n l m b e r  o f  h e r  w o r k s  d e a l  w it h  l e s b i a n is m  t o  a

GREATER OR LESSER DEGREE, INCLUDING SOME NOT YET AVAILABLE

IN  En g l i s h . Ha p p i l y  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  e d i t i o n  o f  h e r  w o rk  i n  F r e n c h

IS  IN  THE PROCESS OF BEING TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH AND IS  BEING 

RELEASED IN  T H IS  COUNTRY BY FARRAR, STRAUS AND CUDAHY.

COLETTE D IE D  IN  1 95 4 , VERY OLD AND CRIPPLED WITH A R T H R IT IS ,

BUT HONORED AND LOVED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. SHE IS ,  OF COURSE, 

CONSIDERED THE GREATEST FRENCH WOMAN WRITER OF A LL T IM E .

-  GENE Da m o n

WORKS PERTINENT TO THIS STUDY 

(4VXUUL&EEEI iniNENGCiSH!)l

CLAUDINE a L’ECOLE. PARIS, P. OLLENDORF, 1900. (CLAUDINE AT 
SCHOOL, N.Y., Farrar, I930, 1957. pbR, tot DIAkY OF A I6 YEAR 
OLD FRENCH GIRL, Avon, 1957, 1958.)

CLAUD INE a PARIS. Paris, P. Ollendorf, I90I. (YOUNG LADY OF 
PARIS, N.Y., FARRAR, 1931, CLAUDINE IN PARIS, N.Y., FARRAR,
1950, PBR, TO T , C LAU D IN E, AVON, 1950, 1959.)

CLAUDINE EN MENAGE. PARIS, MERCURE DE France, I902. (THE INDUL­
GENT HUSBAND, N.Y., FaRRAR, 1935. ALSO IN SHORT NOVELS OF CO­
LETTE, EDITED BY GLENWAY WESCOTT, N.Y., D IA L , 1951. ALSO AS 
CLAUDINE MARRIED, FARRAR, i960.)

CLAUDINE S’EN VA. PARIS, P. Ol l e n d o r f , I903. (THE INNOCENT 
WIFE, N.Y., Farrar, 193*.)

GITANETTE, SHORfT s t o r y  IN  L’ENVERS DU MUSIC-HALL. P A R IS ,  FLAM­

MARION, 1903. (MUSIC HALL SIDELIGHTS OR MITOUS AND I.USIC HALL 
SIDELIGHTS, N.Y., FARRAR, 1 9 5 8 .)

BELLA VISTA and THE RENDEZVOUS. SHORT NOVELS IN BELLA VISTA, 
P A R IS ,  J. FER EN C Z I, 1937. (THE TENDER SHOOT AND OTHER STORIES, 
N .Y . ,  FARRAR, 1950, 1959. PBR. S IG N ET , I96I.)

CES PLAISIRS. PARIS, J . FERENCZI, 1932. ALSO AS L£ PLR ET 
L’ IMPUR, PARIS, J. FERENCZI, 194 I. (THE PUîE AND THE IMPURE, 
N.Y., FARRAR, 1933.)



(NOT Y e t  A v a i l a b l e  i n  En g l i s h )

M IN N E . P A R IS , P .  Ol l e n d o r f ,  1904

LES EGAREMENTS DE M IK N E , P A R IS , P . Ol l ENDORF, I905.

(T h e s e  p a o  w o r ks  c o n t a in  m u c h  l e s b ia n is m  w h ic h  w as  l a t e r  d e l e t e d

BY THE AUTHOR. THE TWO WERE THEN COMBINED AND REWRITTEN INTO

LMNGENUE LIBERTINE, P. OLLENDORF, I909 (THE GENTLE LIBERTINE,
N . Y . ,  FARRAR, 1991.  ET A L . )

LA FEWvIE CACHEE. P A R IS , FLAMKARION, I924.

(Th i s  i s  a  c o l l e c t io n  o f  s h o r t  s k e t c h e s  a n d  s t o r i e s  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s

ONE OVERT LE SB IA N  STO RY.)

( i n c id e n t a l  m in o r  r e f e r e n c e s )

(T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  m in o r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  L e s b ia n is m  in  a l m o s t  a l l  o f

C O LE T T E 'S  PURELY HETEROSEXUAL WORKS -  NOTABLY:)

LA SECONDE. Pa r i s ,  J. FER EN C ZI, I929 (THE OTHER ONE, N.Y., COS­

MOPOLITAN BOOKS, 1931,  Fa r r a r ,  196I . )

DUO. P A R IS , J .  FER EN CZI, 1934 ( N . Y . ,  FARRAR, 1935)

JULIE d e  CARNIELHAN. P A R IS , A. FAYARD, 1941 ( N . Y . ,  FARRAR, 1 9 5 2 .)

LE TOUTOUNIER. P A R IS , J .  FER EN CZI, 1939 (NOT AVA ILA B LE  IN E N G L IS H .)

THE ^ û l^ C ié t
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LESBIANA
200. BLISS b y  K a t h e r in e  U a n e f l e l d .  S h o r t  s t o r y  In  " S h o r t  

S t o r i e s  by K a t h e r i n e  M a n s f i e l d .  K nopf,  1920 ,  1937*

C l e v e r  s t o r y  o f  a  m a r r i e d  r e p r e s s e d  L e s b ia n  whose 
l a t e s t  l a d y  f r i e n d  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
s e c r e t  l o v e .

2 0 1 .  THE LAST OF THE SOUTHERN WINDS by D av id  L o o v is .  
S c r i b n e r s ,  I 96I .

A number o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  L e s b ia n  and male homosexual 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  d o t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  In  t h i s  " o h a r a o t e r s  
i n  j u x t a p o s i t i o n "  ty p e  n o v e l  l a i d  i n  Key W est,  
F l o r i d a .  M in o r ,  b u t  r e w a r d i n g .

2 0 2 .  LOVE AND DEATH IN THE AMERICAN NOVEL by L e s l i e  A. 
F i e d l e r .  C r i t e r i o n ,  New Y ork, 1960.

D ep th  s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n  i n  America from  1789 t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t .  A u th o r  f e e l s  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of our 
w r i t e r s  a r e  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  " d e a t h ,  i n c e s t  and  i n n o ­
c e n t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y "  and sp e n d s  o v e r  60O p a g e s  p r o v ­
i n g  I t .  However, he d l s o u s s e a  some f a r  f rom  i n n o ­
c e n t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a lo n g  th e  way and f l a v o r s  t h e  
w hole  t h i n g  w i t h  some i n g e n i o u s  r e m a r k s ,  su ch  a s  
s a y i n g  t h a t  Truman C apo te  a c t s  " t h e  e l e g a n t ,  sad  
an d ro g y n e  -  h a l f  r e i g n i n g  b e a u ty  and  h a l f  f r e a k . "
Mr. F i e d l e r  d o e s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  f a i r  and s y m p a th e t i c  
o r l t l o l a m  of  su ch  n o v e l s  a s  NIGHTWOOD by DJuna 
B a rn e s  and HEROES AND ORATORS by R o b e r t  P h e l p s .
T h is  I s a  must f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t  and  i t  w i l l  
be f u n  f o r  ev en  t h e  c a s u a l  r e a d e r  o f  homosexual 
l i t e r a t u r e .

203.  TOMBOY by A r l l n e  MoNamee Hammond. Comet P r e s s ,  i 960.

R eview ed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  I t s  I n h e r e n t  i d i o c y .  A v an ­
i t y  p u b l i s h e d  n o v e l  a b o u t  a  g i r l  who a p p a r e n t l y  b e ­
l i e v e s  h e r  " d u c t l e s s  g l a n d s "  a r e  t u r n i n g  h e r  i n t o  a 
L e s b i a n .  I t  h a s  t o  be r e a d  t o  be b e l i e v e d .



HERE AND THERE

(C o n t in u e d  fro m  p ag e  I 3 )

"Summer S p o r t s  S p e c t a c u l a r " ,  I n c l u d e d  t h e  f i n a l s  i n  t h e  
m a jo r  l e a g u e  o f  women’ s s o f t b a l l .  T h is  y e a r ’ s n i n e t e e n -  
i n n i n g  game b e tw een  a  y o u n g ,  u n t r i e d  team  making  a  me­
t e o r i c  r i s e  and  a  v e t e r a n  team  b e in g  b e a t e n  was v e r y  e x ­
c i t i n g ,  . . . T h e  J u l y  30 p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  "The S n i p e r "  on 
t h e  A s p h a l t  J u n g l e  s e r i e s  was u n u s u a l  TV f a r e .  A s e r i e s  
o f  y o u n g ,  a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l s  a r e  s h o t  by a  " s n i p e r " ,  a lw a y s  
w h i l e  i n  t h e  company o f  a  b o y f r i e n d .  The u n u s u a l  b i t  b e ­
i n g  t h a t  t h e  " s n i p e r "  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be a  woman a b o u t  35 
p u n i s h i n g  t h e  g i r l s  " f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  w i th  b o y s " .  The 
L e s b ia n  o v e r t o n e s  w ere q u i t e  b l a t a n t .  V i r g i n i a  C h r i s t i n e  
p l a y e d  M iss  B r a n t ,  "The S n i p e r " ,  w i th  a b i l i t y .

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o t e  t h a t  San F r a n c i s c a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  g a y ’ s e t  a r e  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s c o n ­
c e n t r a t i o n  upon g a y  b a r s  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  J u v e n i l e  hoodlum 
p ro b le m .  S a id  M rs .  F re d  Brown i n  t h e  SAN FRANCISCO CHRO­
NICLE, " I t  seems s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  do n o t  have  
enough  men t o  p r o t e c t  p a s s e n g e r s  and Muni d r i v e r s  from  J u ­
v e n i l e  hoodlum s o r  t o  s t o p  r i o t i n g  a t  H u n t e r ’ s P o i n t ,  b u t  
t h e y  do have  enough men t »  t r a i n  th em  on how t o  a c t ,  d r e s s  
and  t a l k  i n  g ay  b a r s  t o  e n t r a p  h o m o s e x u a l s .  I ,  a s  a  m o th e r  
o f  f o u r  t e e n - a g e r s ,  w ou ld  r a t h e r  have  ray c h i l d r e n  p r o t e c t e d  
on Muni b u s e s  t h a n  fro m  t h e  d a n g e r s  i n  b a r s  w here t h e y  
w ould  n e v e r  go i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e . "

Thomas J e f f s o a t e ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  g y n e c o lo g y  a t  th e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  L i v e r p o o l ,  s a i d  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  two o f  B r i t a i n ’ s t o p  
g i r l  a t h l e t e s  c o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  b o y s .  I n  m e d i c in e ,  
t h e s e  g i r l s  a r e  c a l l e d  " i n t e r - s e x e s " ,  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  
t r e a t i n g  whom was t h e  s u b j e c t  of J e f f « o a t e ’ s a r t i c l e  i n  
t h e  " P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  R oyal S o c i e t y  o f  M e d i c in e " .

"An I n d i v i d u a l  a l r e a d y  c o n d i t i o n e d  t o  one s e x  s h o u ld  r a r e ­
l y  c h a n g e .  I  have  a d v i s e d  c h a n g in g  t h e  s e x  once  -  t h e  r e ­
s u l t  was f a r  f ro m  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T re a tm e n t  n e e d s  t o  be 
b a s e d  on a  wide i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s e x  -  b u t  t h e  f i n a l  d e -

o l s l o n  r e s t s  on t h e  an sw er  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n ;
W i l l  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  f i t  i n t o  t h e  community b e t t e r  and 
t h e r e f o r e  h a p p i e r  a s  a  male o r  f e m a le ? "

Mrs Mary A m less ,  ch a irm a n  o f  th e  Women’ s A t h l e t i c  Coun­
c i l ,  s a i d ,  " I  c a l l  f o r  t h e  d o c t o r s  to  su p p ly  u s  w i th  t h e  
e v id e n c e  so t h a t  we oan e n s u r e  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  happen  a g a i n .  
I t  i s  o b v io u s  a  more s t r i n g e n t  m e d ic a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  r e ­
q u i r e d .  But we s h o u ld  have  more s o l i d  e v i d e n c e . "

Amateur A t h l e t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  S e c r e t a r y  J a c k  Crump s a i d ,
"An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a n e l  s h o u ld  examine e v e r y  g i r l  b e f o r e  
she co m p e te s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s .  At t h e  moment, 
women a t h l e t e s  p ro d u c e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  s e x .  I f  t h i s  
p r o v e s  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  th e  m e d ic a l  p e o p le  must a d v i s e  u s . "

An a u t o b i o g r a p h y  i s  k i c k i n g  up some u n u s u a l l y  c r i t i c a l  
I n t e r e s t  i n  book c i r c l e s  t h e s e  d ay s  and  p a r t s  of t h e  book 
w i l l  be o f  I n t e r e s t  t o  LADDER r e a d e r s .  A M a t t e r  o f  L i f e  
and  D e a th  by V i r g i n i a  P e t e r s o n ,  New Y o rk ,  Antheneum, I 96I ,  
I t  i s  a  b r i l l i a n t  book a b o u t  and by  a  b r i l l i a n t  womein, 
w r i t t e n  i n  th e  form  o f  a  d i a t r i b e  t o  h e r  d e c e a s e d ,  much 
lo v e d  and h a t e d  m o th e r .  T here  a r e  v a r i a n t  and  s p e c i f i c a l ­
l y  L e s b ia n  s c e n e s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  c a n d o r ,  t a s t e  and r e s t r a i n t .

So f a r ,  t h e  p ro m lso d  L e s b ia n  m ovies  m en t io n ed  from  t im e  
t o  t im e  i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  i n  THE LADDER have 
n o t  been  f o r t h c o m i n g ;  a l t h o u g h  B lood  and  R oses h a s  been  
r e l e a s e d  on a  n a t i o n w i d e  b a s i s ,  t h e  e le m e n ts  a r e  so ob­
s c u r e d  t h a t  v e r y  few  p e o p le  w i l l  g e t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n .
La D olce  V i t a  i s  w o r th  t h e  t i r e d  s p in e  one g e t s  f rom  
t h r e e  h o u r s  o f  s i t t i n g .

A s c r e e n  p r o j e c t  was b an n ed  by g o v e rn m en t  f i l m  a u t h o r i ­
t i e s  i n  S p a in  a f t e r  c e n s o r s  t u r n e d  thum bs down on th e  
s u b m i t t e d  s c r i p t  o f  "Tan L e j o s ,  Tan C e rc a "  (So P a r ,  So 
N e a r ) ,  a  modern v e r s i o n  o f  Sappho o f  Lesbos  w hich  A rgen­
t i n e  D i r e c t o r  L u is  S a s l a v s k y  was t o  have d i r e c t e d  f o r  
P r o d u c e r  J u a n  B u h lg a s  w i th  V ic e n te  P a r r a  a s  s t a r .
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I n - l o v e  
i s  v e r y  young

a  n e w -b o rn  c h i l d  
t h a t  h a v in g  fo u n d  
h a s  c l a s p e d

t h e  c h o s e n  t h i n g  
and c a n n o t  p u t  i t  down 
and  t a k e  i t  up a g a in  
i n  t h e  f a s h i o n  
o f  th e  o l d e r

wl se r
0 o l d e r

b e c a u s e  t h e  hand  h a s  n o t  l e a r n e d  how ■ 
th e  h e a r t  r e m a in s

c u r l e d  a ro u n d  you 
c l u t c h i n g

a s  b l i n d  I n f a n t  f i n g e r s  
c l o s e d  upon  a  ro s e

-  n f k

THOUGHTS BEFORE BIRTH

As I  l i e  i n  t h i s  p o o l  of e m p t in e s s  
I f e e l  n o t h i n g  
I  know n o t h i n g
F o r  a s  o f  y e t  I  am b u t  a s u b s t a n c e  
And n o t  q u i t e  a b e i n g .
A c a u s t i c ,  c o r r o s i v e  f o r c e  b e g i n s  t o  e x c r e t e  me 

i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s  of l i g h t .
P lu n g i n g  me i n t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  l i f e .

-  Fawne S a u n d e r s

€ 0 ,%  C ^ O h U ,

D ear  S a n t a ,  my w ish  f o r  C h r i s tm a s  day  
I s  f o r  a  d o l l ,  b o t h  l o v i n g  and  g a y .
T a l l  an d  s l im  w i th  d a rk  brown h a i r ,
W ith  e y e s  of b lu e  l i k e  t h e  sky  com pare .
With g e n t l e  s m i le  and  t r u s t i n g  h e a r t  -  
One I  c o u ld  lo v e  from  t h e  s t a r t  
And who w ould  lo v e  me i n  r e t u r n  
With a lo v e  t h a t  w ould  f i e r c e l y  b u rn  
To o a s t  away a l l  d o u b ts  and f e a r s .
To l a u g h  w i t h  me and sh a re  my t e a r s ,
A l i v i n g  d o l l  t h a t  would be mine 
To lo v e  and c h e r i s h  f o r  a l l  t i m e ,
A r e a l  l i v e  d o l l  who my h e a r t  c o u ld  s t e a l .
Who c o u ld  make i t  s i n g  l i k e  th e  b e l l s  t h a t  p e a l .  
S o ,  S a n t a ,  w o n ' t  you  h e a r  my p l e a  
And p u t  su ch  a  d o l l  u n d e r  my C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  
F o r  me t o  f i n d  on C h r i s tm a s  morn.
Then I w o n ' t  be so l o s t  and f o r l o r n .
T h a t  i s  my w is h  I am s e n d i n g  y o u .
Though i t  may sound odd and u n u s u a l  t o o .
As you remember when a l l  i s  s a i d  and done 
I am p a s t  t h e  age o f  t w e n t y - o n e .

-  Gwen

“Wotcdoiif
TH E L A D D E R  S T A F F



"YOU 8AY IN  THE FWONT OF THE MM3AZINE THAT TME IM ) E R  DOESN»T NE­

CESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE ORGANIZATIO N, IT  SHOULOi HOW 

ELSE CAN YOU LET IT  BE KNOWN HOW ^  FEEL? Y E S , IT  IS  A SOUNDING 

BOARD, BUT WHERE ARE YOUR SOUNDS? IT  SHOULD BE USED TO EXPRESS 

THE VIEW S, NOT ONLY OF YOUR READERS, BUT ALSO YOUR VIEWS REGARD­

ING T H E IR S ? "

N .T . ,  Il l i n o i s

Ed i t o r ' s  n o t e : I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  kno w n  t o  b e  q u i e t  w h en

SOMETHING TO S A Y j

HAD

" I  WONDER IF  THE LADDER READERS MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN  D IS ­

CUSSING, V IA  THE LETTER OR A R TIC LE  ROUTE, A PHENOMENON OF GAY 

L IF E  WHICH HAS LONG PUZZLED ME? T H IS  BUSINESS OF NEAR IN F I­

D E LIT Y  OR, BETTER EXPRESSED, THE SHORT MARRIAGE, QUICK DIVORCE, 

QUICK RE-MARRIAGE SYNDROME WHICH P R VA lLS  IN  NEARLY EVERY RANK 

LE S B IA N  CULTURE. I DO NOT REFER TO THE BIZARRE BAR FLY  TYPE 

OF RELATIO N SH IP CONSIDERED THE S IN E  QUE NON OF CERTAIN GAY 

NOVELS, BUT RATHER, THE UNMISTAKABLE EXISTENCE OF IMPERMANENCE 

D ISGUISED AS PERMANENCE.

" A s  AN e x a m p l e ,  a  VERY GOOD FRIEND OF MINE WHOM I HAVE KNOWH 

FOR E IG HT YEARS HAS HAD THREE PARTNERS OR MARRIAGES IN  T H IS  

T IM E . 0 ^E  IN  EXISTENCE A T  THE T IM E  I MADE HER ACQUAINTANCE,

a jg fa ja izja ja jH ja ig fEig jEJH jg ra ra fziziEig ig JZJzn JziB JH ra jzjg jg ja JB fzm zii

"U N U SU A L " BOOKS, PHOTOS & STATUES!

Send 15c Stamps for FREE M A ILORDER BROCHURE to

COSMO BOOK SALES
Dept. L, P.O. Box 635, San Francisco I, Calif.

Henry Miller's "TROPIC OF CANCER” $7.50; "LEIS OF HONOUULU" $3.00 
"THEY WALK IN SHADOW", J. D. Mercer. $5.95; "CALL HOUSE M ADAM " $1.95 

(Mdii ord.«r( add 30c handling. Add 4%  sales tai In California)

WHICH LASTED IN  A L L  FOUR YEARS, ONE OF THREE YEARS OLRATION,

AND A  NEW ONE OF LESS THAN A  YEAR. T H IS  WOMAN IS  NOT A  STEREO­

TYPE h o m o s e x u a l ,  a  b a r  F L Y , NOR PfJOMISCUOUS ACTUALLY, YET IN  

A L L  HONESTY SHE HAS LOOKED STRAIGHT AT ME AT LEAST THREE TIMES 

AND S A ID , " I ’ VE NEVER BEEN IN LOVE BEFORE" ABOUT THREE DIFFER­

ENT WOMEN-

"NOW, I REALLY DO NOT UNDERSTAND T H IS .  T H IS  IS  OUST ONE EX­

AM PLE. I KNOW FROM CONVERSATION WITH MANY LESBIANS THAT TH IS  

IS  NCR' ONLY A TY P IC A L PATTERN, BUT VIRTUALLY A TOTAL PATTERN.

"TH E IM PLIC ATIO N S IN T H IS  ARE MOST DISTURBING AND DEFEATING 

f o r  s u c h  BEWWIOUR — CALLED LOVE OR ANYTHING ELSE -  IS 

SIM PLY NOT R IG H T , NOT MORAL, NOT EVEN S E N S IB LE . IT  IS  A WAY 

OF EXISTENCE WHICH IM P LIE S  UNMISTAKABLY A LACK OF SELF D IS C I­

P L IN E , A LACK OF INTEGRITY WHICH IS  A DAMNING THING TO A LL 

OF U S.

" I T  IS ,  AT LEAST P A R T IA L L Y , T H IS  SLIP-SHOD HANDLING OF OUR 

PERSONAL AFFAIR S WHICH CREATE THE HIDEOUS STEREOTYPE IN THE 

PU BLIC  M IN D .

"I WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN  HEARING OTHER LADDER READERS 

OPIN IO N S ON T H IS  S U B JE C T ."

B.G., MISSOURI

* * *

" I  NOTED THAT THE CURRENT ELECTION VKAS THE SUBJECT MATTER OF 

THE NOVEMBER 3 ,  DOB GAB’ N JAVA IN SAN FRANCISCO. I AGREE THAT 

THE DAUGHTERS SHOULD EXTEND TH EIR  TH lM <IN G  AND TH EIR  E tC R G IES 

IN  THE DIRECTION OF C IV IC  MATTERS, AS WELL AS STATE, NATIONAL 

AND WORLD A F F A IR S . AND NOT BY ANY MEANS SOLELY IN S E IF -  (THAT 

IS ,  H O M O m iL E ) GROUP INTEREST.

" I n  THESE DAYS WHEN SURVIVAL OF A LL  OF US, A LL  L IF E  IN  FAC T, IS  

a t  STAKE, MY VIEW  IS  THAT WE SHOILO A LL  K E P T  MUCH MORE EFFORT 

TO GET OUR P O L IT IC A L  REPRESENTATIVES ORIENTED TOWARDS WORLD LAW 

IN  P m C E  OF THE PRESENT POWER STRUGGLE; AND TOWARDS EVENTUAL D IS ­

ARMAMENT AND THE OUTLAWING OF WAR AS A MEANS OF SETTLING CON­

F L IC T S  OF INTEREST BETWEEN PEOPLES AND NATIONS.



"W IT H  T H IS  IN  M IN D , OUR LEGISLATORS, AT A LL  LEVELS, SHOULD BE 

CHOSEN WITH RESPECT TO TH E IR  ATTITUDES ON THESE PARAMOUNT 

MATTERS. I WOULD NOT VOTE FOR ANY MAN OR WOMAN WHO ADVOCATED 

WEAPONS B U IL D -U P , IVHO ESPOUSED I'iAR , OR CONTRIBUTED BY H IS  STATE­

MENTS TO HATRED BETWEEN PEOPLES.

"  If  I HAD BEEN ABLE TO ATTEND T H IS  GATHERING, T H IS  IS  WHAT I 
WOULD HAVE EM PHASIZED. IT  |S  T IM E  THAT WOMEN SPOKE UP MORE 

STRONGLY FOR AM ITY BETOEEN PEOPLES AND AN END OF MIAR. IAHAT 

GREATER CAUSE COULD ANY OF US HAVE?"

E.G ., Ca l i f o r n i a

♦ » * * *

" I t  i s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  a g a in  r e n e w  my  s u b s c r ip t io n  t o  the ladder.
A n d  I THOUGHT 1 MIGHT AS WELL TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO THANK YOU 

FOR T\UCLVE SPLENDID ISSUES. FOR SOME T IM E  NOW, I HAVE BEEN 

WORKING TOWARD W RITING A NOVEL IN  WHICH THE CHIEF CHARACTERS 

ARE Le s b i a n s ,  w it h o u t  t h e  g u id a n c e  p r o v id e d  b y  y o u r  e x c e l l ­

e n t  MAGAZINE, I a m  MUCH AFRAID  I WOULD HAVE ERRED AS MUCH AS 

OTHER WRITERS HAVE IN  CREATING R E A L IS T IC  CHARACTERS AND A 
PLAUS IBLE STORY.

"As A W RITER, AS WELL AS EDITOR OF THREE NATIONAL MAGAZINES, | 

SHOULD L IK E  TO COMPLIMENT YOU ON THE SHORT STORIES PUBLISHED 

DURING THE U S T  YEAR. I P A R TIO LA R U Y  L IK E D  END OF THE MIXED 
UP RAINBOW BY D ia n a  St e r l i n g .  .  .  a n d ,  w e l l ,  I s t a r t e d  g o in g  

t h r o u g h  m y  COLLECTION OF THE LADDER LOOKING FOR ANOTHER STORY 

1 r e m e m b e r e d  PARTICULARLY W ELL, BUT THEN SAW SO MANY OTHER 

STORIES EQUALLY GOOD THAT IT  IS  UNFAIR TO SINGLE OUT JUST ONE 

.  .  i  OR TWO, ETC .

"THE LADDER IS  THE ONLY MAGAZINE (OTHER THAN THOSE I E D IT )

WHICH I CONSISTENTLY READ FROM COVER TO COVER EACH MONTH."'

I  N C O R P O R

BILITIS
A T  E D

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 1232 Market St., 
Suite 108, San Francisco 2, Qlifornia
New York Chapter: P.O. Box 3629, Grand Central Station, New York 17, N.Y.
Los Angeles Chapter: 527 Hazel St., Glendale, Calif.

MEMBERSHIP in the Daughters of Bilitis is limited to women 21 years 
of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York or Los Angeles area, 
direct inquiry to chapter concerned; otherwise write to National Office 
in San Francisco.
THE LADDER: a monthly publication by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
INC., mailed first class in a plain sealed envelope for $4.00 per year.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wishes to 
assist us in our work. We are a non»profit corporation working entirely on 
donated labor. Our fees are not of such amounts as to allow for much 
expansion of the publication. While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and our publication and have made connributions to further our work. 
Of course, anyone over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC.
1232 Market Street, Suite 108,
San Francisco 2, California.

Please send THE LADDER for year(s) by first class mail sealed to the 
address below. I enclose $ at the rate of $4.00 for each year ordered.

-  R ic h a r d  L .  Sa r g e n t

Ed i t o r ' s  No t e : Th a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  e n c o u r a g in g  c o m m e n t s  t o  o u r

AUTHORS WHO DONATE TH E IR  TALENTS TO THE MAGAZINE. PLEASE LET 

US KNOW WHEN YOUR NOVEL W ILL  BE FORTHCOMING. THE DOB BOOK 

SERVICE WOULD BE INTERESTED -  AS WOULD MANY OF OUR READERS.

NAME.

ADDRESS,

CITY.

/  am over 21 years  of ag* (S igned).

.ZONE__STATE.
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