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^ ^ p w r p o s e  o f  t h o

0̂  B l  L I T I S
A WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY;

..........

......
........

...................

O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp
lished by establishing and maintaining a s  complete a library a s  
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de
viant theme; by sponsoring public d iscussions on pertinent sub
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be
havior and dress acceptable to  society.

O  Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion  meetings aforemen
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code a s  it pertains to the homosexual, 
p»roposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of c a se s  
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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EDITORIAL
T i l l  f a i r - l i n e r  ■ a r i

In  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e r e  was THB w ord -  a  F (X R -C E T T E R  w ord (o r  s o

V,e WERE T O L D ). A COMEDIAN WAS ARREETTED IN  SAN FRANCISCO FOR US

ING IT  IN H IS  NIGHT CLUB A C T .

IN THE END THE FO UR-LETTER WORD TURNED OUT TO BE TEN LE T T E R S . IT 

GREW AS THE TALK GREW. SO NOW IT  APPEARS THAT THE WORD (WHICH 

PERTAINED TO A CERTAIN ASPECT OF HOMOSEXUALITY) IS  A HYPHENATED 

WORD. NO ONE HAS COME OUT WITH THE WORD S IN C E  FOR FEAR OF DRAW

ING THE SAME PENALTY AS THE COMEDIAN, SO WE CAN ONLY CONJECTURE 

AS TO WHAT IT  WAS. VE JU ST CAN»T BE COCKSURE ABOUT IT  AT A L L .

BUT BE THAT AS IT  MAY, THE ARRESTING O FFICE R  WAS HIGHLY INCENSED 

BY IT S  USAGE. " I  WOULDN’T  WANT MY CHILDREN TO HEAR T H A T ,"  HE 

D ECR IED .

NOW THAT WAS A VERY SE N SIB LE  AND S O U ®  ARGU««NT IM3EED A l®  SHOULD 

HOLD UP WELL IN THE COURTS. THE ACT APPEARED AS PART OF A NIGHT  

CLUB SHOW, TO WHICH Of®Y A D U .T S , 2 1 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER, WERE 

a d m it t e d .  So  w e a r e  l e f t  WOMDERING U C T  VIHAT a g e  t h e  O F F IC E R 'S  

"K ID S "  ARE -  2 5 , 3 5 ,  OR PO SSIB LY 40?  AND HOW LONG DOES THE OF

F IC E R  EXPECT TO PROTECT H IS  "K ID S "  FROM THE FACTS OF L I F E ?  IS  

HE QUITE CERTAIN THAT H IS  "K ID S "  HA VEN'T HEARD THE TERM BEFO RE- 

ANO ARE PERHAPS PROTECTING HIM?

Th i s  IS  THE THIRD SENSATIONAL CASE OF CETCORSHIP IN RECENT YEARS 

IN  SAN FRANCISCO WHERE THE CODE OF SO -CALLED DECENCY HAS BEEN DE

F IN E D  AT THE LE V E L OF w m T  IS  ACCEPTABLE FOR THE CH ILD REN .

MUST PROTECT OUR YOUTH", WE ARE TOLD AS A BLANKET ARGUMENT OR 

MEASURE OF O BSCEN ITY, ACCORDING TO THE C H IL D -L IK E  MIMJS OF THE 

SAN FRANCISCO PO LIC E DEFARTIiCNT -  D E S P IT E  COUTT R U .IN G S  TO THE 

CONTRARY.

In  THE CASE OF HOV'iL, TVE f W  RENOWNED POEM BY ALLEN GINSBERG, 

JUDGE CLAYTON W. HORN VERY CLEARLY STATED IN H IS  O PINIO N THE FOL

LOWING RULES IN DETERMINING WHAT IS  OR IS  NOT OBSCENE;

" I .  If  t h e  MATERIAL HAS THE SLIGH TEST REDEEMING SO CIAL IMPOR

TANCE IT  IS  NOT OBSCENE BECAUSE IT  IS  PROTECTED BY THE F IR S T  AND 

POUTTEENTH AfÆNDMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND THE 

CALIFO RNIA CO NSTITUTIO N.

2 ,  If  IT  DOES NOT HAVE THE SLIGH TEST RED6EMING SO CIA L llwPORTANCE 

IT  ^  BE OBSCENE.

5 .  THE TEST OF OBSCENITY IN CALIFORNIA IS  THAT THE MATERIAL MUST 

HAVE A TENDENCY TO DEPRAVE OR CORRUPT READERS BY E X CIT IN G  LA S C I

VIOUS THOUGHTS OR AROUSING LUSTFUL D ESIR E TO THE POINT THAT IT  

PRESENTS A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER OF IN CIT IN G  TO A N T I-S O C IA L  

OR IMMORAL A CTIO N .

4 .  THE BOOK OR MATERIAL MUST BE JUDGED AS A WHOLE BY IT S  EFFECT  

ON THE AVERAGE ADULT IN THE COMMUNITY.

5 .  If  THE MATERIAL IS  OBJECTIONABLE OM.Y 0ECAL6 E CF COARSE AND 

VULGAR LANGUAGE WHICH IS  NOT EROTIC OR ABHROOISIAC IN CHARACTER 

IT  IS  NOT OBSCENE."

It  w ould  SEEM TO US THAT THE WORD IS  THE WORD -  WHETHER WRITTEN OR 

SPOKEN -  AND THAT THE SAkE TEST SHOULD APPLY TO BOTH. JUDGE HORN 

CLEARLY STATED THAT THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE JUDGED "BY IT S  EFFECT  

ON THE AVERAGE ADULT" .  T H IS  D E F IN IT E L Y  TAKES THE CASE OUT OF THE 

REALM CF THE CH ILD OR JU V E N ILE , AND IT  IWST BE TR IE D  AT THE ADU.T

L E V E L . Re g a r d l e s s ,  t h e  word i n  t h i s  c a s e  w as u s e d  i n  a d u l t  e n t e r -

T A IN hCN T , SPOKEN BY AN ADULT BEFORE AN ADU.T AUDIENCE.

Ho w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  a r r e s t in g  o f f i c e r  i b  t r u . y  c o n c e r n e d  w it h  t h e

"PROTECTION OF OUR YOUTH", AND IF  THERE DOES E X IS T  A PROBLEM OF 

KEEPING "ADULT" READING AND ENTEPfTAINMENT OUT OF THE REACH OF THE 

CH ILD REN , THERE MUST BE A MÛRE DIRECT APPROACH TO SOLVING THE S I 

TU ATIO N . WE SUGGEST THAT A DIFFEREN TIA TIO N  BE MADE BETWEEN ADULT 

AND JU VEN ILE EMTERTA1 NMENT AND READING At® THAT A C IT Y  ORDINANCE 

M la fT  BE PASSED REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN MATERIAL BE LABELED "FOR 

A D U .TS O N LY". THE LADDER, FOR INSTANCE, IS  CIRCULATED FOR "ADULT" 

READING A l®  IS  NOT INTENDED AS SUITABLE MATERIAL FOR JU V E N ILE S .

In  t h e  b e g in n in g  t h e r e  was t h e  V«RD -  a  f o u r - l e t t e r  WORD. It  w as 

CALLED "LO V E ". IT  HAS LOST MUCH OF IT S  MEANING AND MOST OF IT S  

m e s s a g e  b e c a u s e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  EXPRESSION OF LOVE -  SEX -  HAS 0E -



COt«E THE FO U R-LETTER '/VORD OF OUR SO CIE T Y (SOI«E PEOPLE CAN’T  COUNT,’ ) ,  

00  NOT SERVE OUR YOUTH, OLR FUTURE ADULT S O C IE T Y , BY RETRO

GRESSING TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE STORK. LOVE ^ S .  SEX J S .  TRU E, 

THERE ARE VARIATIONS OF EXPRESSION OF THESE 'M5R0 S ,  SOME OF WHICH, 

we GRANT, ARE NOT ALWfAYS IN GOOD T A S T E . BUT CRIM E, AND NOT THE 

PA LA TE, IS  THE CONCERN OF THE POLICEMAN ON THE BEAT.

"NO ONE WAS EVER RAPED BY A BOOK; NOR WAS ANYONE EVER CORRUPTED 

BY A STANO-UP CO KilC'S RO U TIN E," DECLARED 'ALPH J .  SLEASON, SAN 

F r a n c is c o  Q a w iiC L E  c o l u n i s t .

3 UT a  COSi.OPOLITAN, SOPH I oT I GATED C IT Y  J S  BEING RAPED AND RA

VISHED BY THE A R T IF IC IA L  STANDARD OF THE F A IR Y  T A L E . IN THE END,

Sa n  F r a n c is c o  w i l l  b e  known a s  "t h e  c i t y  who u s e d  t o  know  how" .

-  De l  Mafttin

Current Research Trends
A « t a r - s t u d d e d  program  o f  s p e a k e r s  appacTrlng a t  t h e  Mat— 
t a o h in e  S o c i e t y  o f  New Y o r k ’ s o o n v e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  La
b o r  Day week end was l i s t e d  i n  th e  O c t o b e r  i s s u e  o f  THE 
LADDER, We r e g r e t t e d  a t  t h e  t im e  t h a t  was a l l  t h e  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  we had t o  o f f e r  our r e a d e r s ,  b u t  s i n c e  have  

been a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  on two o f  t h e  

s p e a k e r s ,

Mr, I s a d o r e  R u b in ,  a s s i s t a n t  p u b l i s h e r  o f  S e x o l o g y  Maga

z i n e  p r e s e n t e d  a  c r i t u q u e  o f  r e s e a r c h  on h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i n  
h i s  a d d r e s s  " R e v ie w  o f  R e s e a r c h  D u rin g  t h e  P a s t  Twenty Y e a r s " ,

D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  K i n s e y  R e p o rt  a s  " a n  Im p o r ta n t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t " ,  
Mr, Rubin commended t h e  a u t h o r s  s u c c e s s  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  on i t s  own m e r i t  and t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  m eet t h e  
Im p o rta n t  need  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .

R e v ie w in g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e s e a r c h  on h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  M r, Rubin 
f e l t  one m igh t  d i s c e r n  an o b v i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  
r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  and th e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  sample s t u d i e d .  
The 1 9 3 0 's  saw t h e  h e y d a y  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  s u p p o r t e d  by e x a m p les  from  D o m e s tic  C o u r t ,  
w e l f a r e  a g e n c i e s  and c h a r i t y  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  In  t h e  IJ d O ’ s and 
1 9 5 0 ’ s ,  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  I n t e r e s t  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n s ,  t h e r e  emerged a p i c t u r e  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a s  an "emot
i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e "  s u p p o r t e d  by s t u d i e s  b a se d  on sam ples  of 
p r i s o n e r s  eind p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s .  How ever, aui i n c r e a s i n g  
I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  I n t e r a c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  and the  homosexual may 
bo r e c o g n i z e d  i n  th e  mid and l a t e  1 9 5 0 ’ s*

D r, R o b e rt  C , R o b e r t l e l l o  i n  "Voyage  fro m  L e s b o s "  p ro duced  
th e  f i r s t  f u l l  c a s e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  f e m a l e  homosexual a v a i l 
a b l e  t o  the  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  o b s e r v e d  Ur» R u b in ,  T his  seems 
t o  have  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  case  h i s t o r y  t r e n d ,  or 

irtiat m igh t be c a l l e d  " s p e c im e n  c o l l e c t i o n " «

Mr« Rubin p r a i s e d  D r ,  E v e ly n  Hooker o f  D , C , L , A ,  who a t t e m p t 
ed t o  a v o i d  t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f  t h e  " c a p t i v e  a u d ie n c e  sam ple"  Im 
h e r  tw o-voliune s t u d y  o f  " t h e  hom osexual a s  he l i v e s  i n  th e  
community and n o t  i n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o f f i c e " ,  Mr, Rubin 
f e l t  t h a t  D r ,  H o o k e r ’ s work c o n c l u s i v e l y  d e m o n s tra ted  t h a t  
many p r e v a l e n t  myths a b o u t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  were e r r o n e o u s .

R e v ie w in g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  Mr, Rubin s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  " o v e r 
whelming e v i d e n c e "  a g a i n s t  g l a n d u l a r  Im b ala n ce  a s  th e  f u n 
d am en tal e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  human h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  S t u d i e s  on 
body b u i l d  i n d i c a t e  t h i s  t o o  i s  o f  l i t t l d  o r  no Im p o r ta n c e ,  
Magnus H i r s h f a l d  b e l i e v e d  t o  have e s t a b l i s h e d  e v id e n c e  o f  
a  g e n e t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  b a se d  on a sm all  
sample o f  i d e n t i c a l  t w i n s ,  but s u b s e q u e n t  s t u d i e s  d id  n ot 
s u s t a i n  h i s  f i n d i n g s .  P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  such as  
the  p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  a  f i x a t i o n  a t  t h e  o r a l  l e v e l ,  f o r  t h e  
most p a r t  re m a in  aS i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  o i p r o v o n  h y p o th e s e s «

"We a r e  n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  make g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  abou t homo
s e x u a l i t y , "  Mr. Rubin co n c lu d e d «  He warned t h a t  much c u r 
r e n t  o p i n i o n  i s  m e r e ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t e r m s ,  "new 

w ine In  o ld  b o t t l e s " ,  a s  f o r  e x a m p le ,  " s i c k "  for " m o r a l l y  
d e p r a v e d "«  Mr« Rubin I n s i s t e d  t h a t  any h y p o t h e s i s ,  to  be 
p r o v e n  v a l i d ,  must be t e s t e d  u s i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sam ples  
and c o n t r o l  g r o u p s«  U n le s s  t h e s e  e x c e e d i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  but 
n e c e s s a r y ,  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  t h e o r y  re m a in s  mere 

c o n j e c t u r e «

Dr« Benjam in Karpman, c h i e f  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  o f  St« E l i z a 
b e t h ’ s H o s p i t a l ,  '-Washington, D, C . ,  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  conven
t i o n ' s  f e a t u r e  a d d r e s s  e n t i t l e d  "D n o on so lo us  H o m o s e x u a l i ty " «  
F r e q u e n t l y  i n t r o d u c i n g  h i s  c o n c e p t s  i n  th e  g u i s e  o f  humor-



0U8 a n e o d c t e s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  a l l  

p e o p l e  a r e  a l i k e *

The h m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  need n ot  be p r o b e d  d e e p l y  t o  u n c o v e r  
I n k l i n g s  o f  I t s  h o m o sex u a l  co m p o n e n ts ,  he c o n t e n d e d ,  »Homo- 
s ^ l ^ a U t y  p e r v a d e s  o u r  e n t i r e  l l v e s , . * w i t h o u t  e x c e p b l^ t ' »
D r .  Karpman drew l i b e r a l l y  from  h i s  l o n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ex
p e r i e n c e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  u n c o n s c i o u s  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  e x p r e s s e d  
In  such  d i v e r s e  fo rm s  a s  t r a n s v e s t i s m ,  a l c o h o l i s m ,  f e t i s h 

i s m ,  p a r a n o i a  and w ar*

D r ,  Karpman s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  much a s  we need  t o  know w hat 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y  I s ,  we must r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  much o f  w hat we 
a r e  t e l l i n g  and what I s  b e i n g  t o l d  I s  c u l t u r a l ,  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  
and s y s t e m a t i z i n g ,  b u t  I t  I s  n o t  f u n d a m e n ta l  kn o w le d g e *
Though S t e k e l  and F reud r e c o r d e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  

even  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  r e a l l y  t o u c h  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b le m .
D r.  Karpman s a i d ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  b r i l l i a n t  a n a l y t i c  
p i o n e e r s  seldom saw c a s e s  u n d e r  age  f i v e *  H o m o s e x u a l i t y  
s h o u ld  p r o p e r l y  be s t u d i e d  u n d e r  p e d i a t r i e s ,  he a s s e r t e d ,  
" H o m o s e x u a l i ty  s h o u ld  be c o n s i d e r e d  a  c h i l d h o o d  d i s e a s e J "
D r ,  Karpman hoped t o  r e v i e w  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  o f  o a s e s  
t h o u g h t  c o m p le t e d  and r e v a l u a t e  t h e  raw m a t e r i a l s  In  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  k n o w le d g e *  He p r e d i c t e d  t h e  p r o b a b l e  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  im p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  of a  s l g n l f l o a n o e  n o t  

o r i g i n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d #

H a vin g  s t u d i e d  numerous o a s e s  o f  L e s b i a n ! s n .  Dr# Karpman 

commented, " T h i s  I  know, c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  b o r n  p e r v e r t e d ,  
t h e y  a c q u i r e  i t  In  t h e i r  e a r l y  y e a r s *  * .  w ere  we t o  a s k  
a n y  o f  t h e  L e s b i a n s  h e r e  why t h e y  a r e  what t h e y  a r e  t h e y  
c o u l d  n o t  s a y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  know* I t  happened  when 

t h e y  were t o o  young t o  know*

So much h o s t i l i t y  a r i s e s  fro m  r e j e c t i o n  and we d o n ' t  know 
how t o  h a n d le  our h o s t i l i t i e s , "  he e x c l a i m e d ,  l e a d i n g  t h e  

a u d i e n c e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i n f e r e n c e *

D r .  Karpman p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  In  t h e  f u t u r e  more r e s e a r c h  a c t i 
v i t y  w i l l  be d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  p e l v i s ,
"The f e m a l e  p e l v i s  i s  a  r e m a r k a b le  t h i n g  where dynamic a c t i 

v i t i e s  su c h  a s  m e n s t r u a t i o n  and o v u l a t i o n  a r e  o o p s t a n t l y  
o o c u r i n g .  The m e n s t r u a t i o n  may be l i g h t .  I t  may be i r r e g u l a r ;  
i t  may be I n f r e q u e n t ,  b u t  no f e m a le  hom o sex u a l  ca n  e asape I t *  
* * . B y  c o m p a r is o n  t h e  male p e l v i s  I s  I n s i g n i f i c a n t ;  y e t  n ot

enough e m p h asis  h a s  been  p l a c e d  on t h i s  fu n d a m e n ta l  d i f f e r 

e n c e , "  D r .  Karpman rem arked*

"We a r e  o n l y  on t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  m in d ,"  D r ,  Karpman 
s t a t e d  a s  a  commentary and a p r e d i c t i o n .  G iven  a n o t h e r  
t w e n t y —f i v e  y e a r s  and  a n o t h e r  P r o u d ,  Dr* Karpman th o u g h t  
wo m igh t  be a b l e  t o  a a y  som ethin g a u t h o r a t l v e *

-  K . L .  and U. G*

Lesbian Artist: ROSA BONHEUR
In  1895 Rosa Bonheup was made an o f f i c e r  o f  th e  " L e g i o n  
o f  H o n o r ,"  F r a n c o ' s  h i g h e s t  hon or*  Shs was t h e  f i r s t  
woman to  be so h o n o re d *  W ith  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  S app hu , no 
a d m i t t e d l y  L e s b ia n  woman e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  unanimous 

a c c l a i m  t h a t  R osa Bonheur d i d  i n  h e r  l i f e t i m e *

Rosa Bonheur was born  i n  1822* Her f a t h e r ,  Raymond Bon— 
h o u r ,  was an a r t  t e a c h e r  and h e r  m o th e r ,  Sop hie  M arquis  
B o n h e u r,  had been  h i s  p u p i l *  As a  c h i l d  R o s a 's  f a t h e r  
p e r m i t t e d  h e r  t o  s t u d y  a r t  i n  h i s  a l l - m a l e  c l a s s ,  an un
h e a r d - o f  - t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t im e *  She was i m m e d ia t e ly  r e c o g 

n i z e d  a s  a  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t  w h i l e  v e r y  young and some o f  
h e r  b i o g r a p h i e s  m e n tio n  t h a t  when she w as o l d e r  she a d o p t
ed male c l o t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  be a b l e  t o  f r e q u e n t  m arket 
p l a c e s  and p a i n t  u n d i s t u r b e d .  H ow ever, t h e  f a c t s  show 
t h a t  Rosa a d o p te d  male g a r b  b e f o r e  she l e f t  h e r  e a r l i e s t  
t e e n s *  There i s  a  c o l o r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  
R osa Bonheur b y  t h e  famous F rench  a r t i s t  C o r o t  i n  t h e  a r t  
p e r i o d i c a l  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i o , "  v * 97» P . 51» December, 

1930# w h ic h  shows R o sa  a s  a  g i r l  o f  p e r h a p s  13 “ r  14 
d r e s s e d  f u l l y  a s  a  b o y ,

Raymond Bonheur was a  f o l l o w e r  o f  th e  " S a i n t  S im o n lan "  

movement i n  P r a n c e ,  w h ich  h e l d  I d e a s  s i m i l a r  t o  th e  
"Womens' R i g h t s "  movement i n  A m e r ic a ,  I t  I s  n o t  s u r p r i s 
i n g  t h a t  Rosa Bonheur had a  more l i b e r a l  home atm osphere 

th a n  many o f  h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s *

At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h e r  a d u l t  c a r e e r ,  Rosa Bonheur form ed 
an a r d e n t  a t t a c h m e n t  w i t h  N a t h a l i e  M i c a s .  N a t h a l i e  M icas  
and h e r  m o th e r ,  Ume* M i c a s ,  l i v e d  a t  " B y "  w i t h  Rosa* Mme* 
M lo as  was Rosa B o n h e u r 's  h o u s e k e e p e r  and t h e s e  t h r e e  women 
l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  N a t h a l i e  M icas  d i e d  i n  I8 8 9 *  The



b i o g r a p h y  and a u t o b i o g r a p h y  e n t i t l e d ,  REMINISCENCES OP 
ROSA BONHEPR, e d i t e d  b y  Theodore S t a n t o n ,  N, Y . ,  A p p l e -  

t o n ,  1 9 1 0 ,  g i v e s  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  t o g e t h e r »

An i n t e n s e l y  t a l e n t e d  woman, R o sa  Bonheur f i l l e d  h e r  l i f e  
w i t h  s u c c e s s i v e  a r t i s t i c  t r i u m p h s .  Her b e a u t i f u l  c a n v a s s e s  

hang In  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  museums c f  t h e  w o r l d ,  A s i n g l e  l i s t 
i n g  o f  h e r  more famous a n im a l  c a n v a s s e s  w o u ld  f i l l  a  d o zen  

p a g e s .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  "H o rse  P a i r "  I s  h e r  b e s t  
known w o r k .  F o r  h e r  p e r i o d  she was a  p o w e r f u l  p e r s o n a l i t y  

and w i t h o u t  o s t e n t a t i o n  she  c a l m l y  i g n o r e d  a l l  o f  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n s  she p e r s o n a l l y  fo u n d  u n n e c e s s a r y .  She u s e d  
t o b a c c o  w h ich  was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r  f o r  a  

woman t o  u se  u n d e r  any c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  In  1857  'the S e c 
r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  P r a n c e  I s s u e d  a  p e r m i t  t o  Rosa Bonheur 
w h ich  a l l o w e d  h e r  t o  d r e s s  a s  a  man l e g a l l y .  On one o c 
c a s i o n  a  male f r i e n d  t e a s e d  h e r  about g o i n g  a ro u n d  i n  t h e  
company o f  men u n o ha pero n ed  and she r e p l i e d ,  "O h, my d e a r

S i r ,  i f  y o u  knew how l i t t l e  I  c a r e  f o r  y o u r  s e x ,  y o u  w ou ld  
n o t  g e t  a n y  I d e a s  i n  y o u r  h e a d .  The f a c t  i s .  I n  t h e  way o f  
m a l e s ,  I  l i k e  o n l y  th e  b u l l s  I  p a i n t , "  On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  
when M iss  Bonheur was d r e s s e d  a s  a  woman a p o l i c e m a n  n o t i c e d  
h e r  s h o r t  h a i r  and f r e e  and e a s y  manners and a r r e s t e d  h e r ,  
t h i n k i n g  she w as a  man d r e s s e d  a s  a  woman. He was most ch a 
g r i n e d  t o  be i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  t h a n  most Famous F r e n c h  a r 

t i s t  by  h i s  own s u p e r i o r s .

The c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  h e r  a r t i s t i c  c a r e e r  w as  h e r  p r e s e n t a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  o f  t h e  " L e g i o n  o f  Honor" b y  t h e  Empress 
E u g e n i e ,  M is s  Bonheur l i v e d  o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
b u t  h e r  few  r e m a i n i n g  y e a r s  w ere  e n r i c h e d  by  t h e  compan- 
s h i p  o f  a  y o u n g  A m erican  a r t i s t ,  Anna E, K lum pke, Rosa 

B o n h eu r* s  l e t t e r s  t o  f r i e n d s  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  M iss  
Klumpke h e l p e d  e a s e  h e r  l o n e l i n e s s ,  b u t  Rosa n e v e r  a g a i n  
was a s  h a p p y  and f r e e  a s  she  w as when N a t h a l i e  M ic a s  l i v e d ,  

R o sa  Bonheur f o l l o w e d  h e r  b e l o v e d  f r i e n d  i n t o  d e a t h  I n  1899*

A lw a y s  a  p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r ,  she  l e f t  a  J u s t  and a c c u r a t e  
summation o f  h e r  l i f e  i n  one o f  h e r  l e t t e r s i  " I  have  no 
p a t i e n c e  w i t h  women who a s k  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t h i n k .  L e t  
women e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  c l a i m  by g r e a t  and good  w o r k s ,  and 
n o t  b y  c o n v e n t i o n s , "

-  Gene Damon and Lee S t u a r t

^ e n e  € tH d  ^ ^ e n c

M iss  J e s s e  M a r g a r e t  Cook, a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  e q u a l  r i g h t s  
f o r  women, l e f t  i n  h e r  w i l l  a  $25,000 t r u s t  fu n d  t o  a i d  any 
woman who s u f f e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  i n e q u a l i t i e s  u n d er t h e  l a w .  

A d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  under a  
B a l t i m o r e  d a t e l i n e ,  were made t o  s u p p o r t  th e  e q u a l  r i g h t s  

amendment t o  th e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and f u r t h e r  e q u a l i t y  

f o r  women i n  c i v i l  and economic r i g h t s .

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  some 3^0 d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  YMCA's a nn ual  
model l e g i s l a t u r e  met i n  S a cra m e n to ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  l 7 - y e a r  
o l d  T e r r y  Vlade o f  San R a f a e l  a s  a c t i n g  G o vern o r s i g n e d  th e  
f i r s t  b i l l  Of t h e  t h r e e - d a y  s e s s i o n  -  a  measure t o  r e l e a s e  
s e x  o f f e n d e r s  from  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u ir e m e n t  a f t e r  10 y e a r s  

wi'thou't c o n v i c t i o n s «

I n  H o lly w o o d , t h e  M otion  P i c t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
most o f  t h e  im p o r ta n t  movie m akers , changed i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  
code t o  p e r m i t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  s e x  d e v i a t i o n  on t h e  s o re q n .  
To w h ich  Hedda H opper, H ollyw ood c o l u m n i s t ,  p ro m p tly  r e 
p l i e d ,  " « e l l ,  a l l  I ' v e  g o t  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  our p r o d u c e r s  

s h o u l d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e  w i t h  c a s t i n g . "

The " M e d i c o l e g a l  D i g e s t "  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a  husband s o u g h t  a 
d i v o r c e  on t h e  ground of extre m e  c r u e l t y  c o n s i s t i n g  of  
h i s  w i f e ' s  m a in te n a n c e  o f  an a c t i v e  hom osexual r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p .  In  H. v s .  H . ,  1 5 7  A.2  721 ( I 9 6 0 ) ,  th e  S u p e r i o r  C o u rt  
o f  New J e r s e y  fo u n d  a s  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  w i f e  engaged  i n  
s u ch  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h a t  h e r  c o n d u c t  had a h a rm fu l  e f f e c t  

upon t h e  h u s b a n d .  The C o u r t  s a i d :

"Vfhile th e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  a c t i v e  and con
t i n u o u s  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  c o n s t i t u t e s  e x tre m e  c r u e l t y  
i s  new t o  our c o u r t s ,  we h a ve  no doubt a bou t i t  on 
p r i n c i p l e ,  g r a n t e d  a  J u s t i f i e d  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  i n  t h e



p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  f o r  a  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d 
a n t ' s  a c t i v i t y  e n d a n g e r s  th e  l i f e  or h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y ,  o r  r e n d e r s  h i s  o r  h e r  l i f e  one o f  
su c h  e xtrem e d i s c o m f o r t  and w r e t c h e d n e s s  a s  t o  i n 
c a p a c i t a t e  him o r  h e r ,  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  m e n t a l l y ,  
fro m  d i s c h a r g i n g  t h e  m a r i t a l  d u t i e s . . . "

Drew J o h n s o n , e d i t o r  o f  " U . S . A .  I n s i d e  R e p o r t , "  i n  s e n d 
i n g  TH£ LADDER an a d va n c e  co p y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e ,  s u g 
g e s t e d ,  "Our a p p r a i s a l  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  and i t s  a d h e r e n t s  
may n o t  be e n t i r e l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  y o u r  own, b u t  we b e 
l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  b a s e d  on o a n e f u l l y  docum ented m a t e r i a l . "

■ ia a g r e e  w i t h  H r. Johnson t h a t  h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  hom osex
u a l i t y  i s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  T ilth  our own. He d e p i c t s  t h e  
hom osexual s o l e l y  a s  a  p s y c h o t i c  c a p a b l e  o f  m u rd e r ,  v i o 
l e n c e ,  v i c i o u s n e s s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  and m oral d e p r e d a t i o n ,

Vi'e d i s a g r e e  t h a t  Mr. J o h n s o n 's  m a t e r i a l  h a s  been c a r e 
f u l l y  d o cum en ted . He m e n t io n s  K i n s e y ,  Magnus H i r s h f e l d  
and H a v e lo c k  E l l i s  i n  p a s s i n g ,  b u t  f a i l s  t o  c o n v e y  what 
i t  was t h e y  had t o  s a y  on t h e  s u b j e c t .

The m agazin e  i s  a  s e n s a t i o n a l ,  s c a n d a l-m o n g e r  t y p e  and 
d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  w o r th  t h e  p r i c e .  D o n 't  b o t h e r .

T in a  L o u i s e  w i l l  s t a r  a s  Sappho i n  an I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  

f i l m ,  " S a p p h o , Venus o f  L e s b o s , "

The f o r m e r  B o s to n  A re a  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  M a tta o h in e  S o c i e t y  
r e p o r t s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  League f o r  th e  A b o l i t i o n  o f  

P o s t a l  C e n s o r s h i p  -  " a  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  p a i d  
l e g a l  c o u n s e l  w h ich  m a i n t a i n s  co m p le te  f i l e s  o f  a l l  l e 
g a l  b r i e f s  w h ich  have  been f i l e d  i n  such c a s e s  and makes 
b r i e f s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a t t o r n e y s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  co n 
s o l i d a t e s  r e p o r t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  find p o s t a l  

r e g u l a t i o n s  BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTffiNT, and a c t i v e l y  
l e n d s  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h o s e  e a s e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d  have i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  c a s e s , "

P a t r i c i a  H ig h sm ith  ( C l a i r e  M o r g a n 's )  n o v e l  on male homo
s e x u a l i t y ,  THE TALENTED mR, RIPLEY, h a s  bewn made i n t o  a 
F r e n c h  m o v ie .  The P u r p l e  Noon. R e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  th e  homo, 

s e x u a l i t y  h a s  been  l e f t  i n t a c t .

C a l i f o r n i a ' s  P e n a l  Code w i l l  be r e v ie w e d  and o v e r h a u le d  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  90 y e a r s . . . s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  bo 
g i v e n  t o  c a p i t a l  p un ish m en t, s ex  c r im e s  and i n s a n i t y .
The p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  4 y e a r s  and th e  g u id e  I s  th e  model 

p e n a l  code a ss e m b le d  by th e  American Law I n s t i t u t e .

The New Y ork ir ia tta ch in e  i s  s t a r t i n g  a  " O u a r t e r l y  A b s t r a c t "  
on h o m o s e x u a l i t y  t h a t  w i l l  a b s t r a c t  a l l  a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r 
i n g  on the s u b j e c t  i n  J o u r n a l s  i n  the  f i e l d s  o f  m e d ic in e ,  
l a w ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  and p s y c h i a t r y .  I t  w i l l  be s t a f f e d  by a 
g ro up  o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  among whom i s  Donald 
W ebster C o r y ,  a u t h o r  o f  THE IIOKOSEXUAL IN j’J'ERICA. I t  
i s  p la n n e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  w i l l  a p p e a r  l a t e  i n  No

vem ber. I t  w i l l  be aimed p r i m a r i l y  a t  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  l i 
b r a r i e s  and s c h o l a r s .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e s  have n o t  y e t  

been  e s t a b l i s h e d .

R e a d e r s  a r e  I n v i t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  i t e m s  or c l i p p i n g s  of 

i n t e r e s t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  column.
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p a r ' t i c u l a .r  c a s e  f o r  a  c o n c l u s i o n  ‘tha't  t h e  d e fe n d 
a n t ' s  a c t i v i t y  e n d a n g e r s  th e  l i f e  o r  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y ,  or r e n d e r s  h i s  o r  h e r  l i f e  one o f  
su c h  extrem e d i s c o m f o r t  and w r e t c h e d n e s s  a s  t o  I n 
c a p a c i t a t e  him or h e r ,  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  m e n t a l l y ,  

from  d i s c h a r g i n g  t h e  m a r i t a l  d u t i e s . . . "

Drew J o h n s o n , e d i t o r  o f  " U . S . A .  I n s i d e  R e p o r t , "  i n  s e n d 
i n g  THE LADDER an ad va n ce  co p y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e ,  s u g 
g e s t e d ,  "Our a p p r a i s a l  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  and i t s  a d h e r e n t s  
may n o t  be e n t i r e l y  c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  y o u r  own, b ut  wo b e 
l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  b a se d  on c a r e f u l l y  docum ented m a t e r i a l . "

;/e a g r e e  w i t h  Mr. Johnson t h a t  h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  hom osex
u a l i t y  i s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  our own. He d e p i c t s  t h e  
hom osexual s o l e l y  a s  a  p s y c h o t i c  c a p a b l e  o f  m u rd e r ,  v i o 
l e n c e ,  v i o i o u s n o s s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  and m oral d e p r e d a t i o n .

'He d i s a g r e e  t h a t  Mr. J o h n s o n 's  m a t e r i a l  h a s  been  c a r e 
f u l l y  do cum en ted . He m e n t io n s  K i n s e y ,  Magnus H i r s h f e l d  
and H a v e lo c k  E l l i s  i n  p a s s i n g ,  b u t  f a l l s  t o  c o n v e y  w hat 
i t  was t h e y  had t o  s a y  on t h e  s u b j e c t .

The m agazin e  i s  a  s e n s a t i o n a l ,  s c a n d a l-m o n g e r  t y p e  and 
d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  w o r th  t h e  p r i c e .  D o n 't  b o t h e r .

T in a  L o u i s e  w i l l  s t a r  a s  Sappho i n  an I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  
f i l m ,  " S a p p h o , Vonus o f  L e s b o s . "

The f o r m e r  B o s to n  A re a  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  M a tt a c h i n e  S o c i e t y  
r e p o r t s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  League f o r  th e  A b o l i t i o n  o f  
P o s t a l  C e n s o r s h i p  -  " a  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  p a i d  
l e g a l  c o u n s e l  w hich m a i n t a i n s  c o m p lete  f i l e s  o f  a l l  l e 
g a l  b r i e f s  w h ich  have  been f i l e d  i n  such o a s e s  and makes 
b r i e f s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a t t o r n e y s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  o o x m tr y ,  c o n 

s o l i d a t e s  r e p o r t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  and p o s t a l  

r e g u l a t i o n s  BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTVJ5KT, and a c t i v e l y  
l e n d s  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h o s e  o a s e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d  have i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  c a s e s . "

P a t r i c i a  H ig h sm ith  ( C l a i r e  M o r g a n 's )  n o v e l  on male homo
s e x u a l i t y ,  THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY, h a s  bewn made i n t o  a 
F r e n c h  m o v ie .  The P u r p le  Noon. R e p o r ts  i n d i c a t e  th e  homo, 

s e x u a l i t y  h a s  been  l e f t  i n t a c t .

C a l i f o r n i a ' s  P e n a l  Code w i l l  be r e v ie w e d  and o v e r h a u le d  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e In  90 y e a r s . . . s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  be 
g i v e n  t o  c a p i t a l  p un ish m en t, s e x  c r im e s  and i n s a n i t y .
The p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  4 y e a r s  and t h e  g u id e  i s  t h e  model 
p e n a l  code a s s e m b le d  by t h e  American Law I n s t i t u t e .

The New York M a t t a c h i n e  i s  s t a r t i n g  a  " Q u a r t e r l y  A b s t r a c t "  
on h o m o s e x u a l i t y  -that w i l l  a b s t r a c t  a l l  a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r 
i n g  on the s u b j e c t  i n  j o u r n a l s  i n  the  f i e l d s  o f  m e d ic in e ,  
l a w ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  and p s y c h i a t r y .  I t  w i l l  be s t a f f e d  by a  
group o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  among whom i s  Donald 
W^ebster C o r y ,  a u t h o r  of THE HOMOSEXUAL IN /j'* ERICA. I t  
i s  p la n n e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  w i l l  a p p e a r  l a t e  i n  No
vem ber. I t  w i l l  be aimed p r i m a r i l y  a t  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  l i 
b r a r i e s  and s c h o l a r s .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e s  have n o t  y e t  

been e s t a b l i s h e d .

H ead ers  a r e  I n v i t e d  to  c o n t r i b u t e  i t e m s  or c l i p p i n g s  of 

i n t e r e s t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  colum n.
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0 t M d  m t ^ c e U M e a ,

FRUSTiV'TlON

ALONE, I THREAD IwY WAY ALONG THE BUSY, CROVlOED STREET  

TTH IT S  SURGING, PUSHING .'AJLTITUOES AND NOISE OF TlWuIP- 

ING F E E T ,
St r a n g e  f a c e s  f i l e  p a s t ; so m e  d r a b , so m e  e a g e r  am t  b r i g h t -  

e y e d .
BUT A LL ARE IN A WORLD APART, INTENT, SE LF -O C C U P IE D . 

h a t  RANDOi,; THOUGHTS GO RAi>BEING THRU THESE PEOPLE PASS

ING B Y?
A R E  SOl.iE, PERCIA N CE, AS LONELY AND DESOLATE AS I ?

Th e i r  f a c e s  a r e  b u t  t a s k s  t h a t  h i d e  e a c h  f e e l i n g  a n d  d e s i r e .  

Y e t  I CAN NOT APPROACH THEM AND ARTLESSLY INQ UIRE:

".'RAY T E L L  ME, WHICH OF YOU ANiONG THESE VAST AMT TEEMING 

THRONGS
Ha i l  fro m  t h e  I s l e  o f  Le s b o s  a n d  r e s p o n d  t o  Sa p p h i c  s o n g s ? "  

l-iav ; a n y  o f  u s  i'.usT p a s s  b y  e a c h  o t h e r  d a y  b y  d a y

UNHEEDED, EACH PURSUING HER OWN BLEAK AND LONELY WAYi 

TrlE SISTERHOOD i-AY I lAVE NO BADGE; IT S  -E LB E R S  ARE UNKNC/IN 

A f «  ONLY Fa t e  d e t e r m in e s  i f  ¡ e e t  or  w a l k  a l o n e .

V . V .

i

AFTERhVTTH

Y o u r  h e a r t  i s  y o u n g .  Yo u r  e y e s  a r e  s a d .  You  a r e  a b o v e  

r e p r o a c h  a n d  y e t ,  l o o k in g  u p  TO I T .

NOTHING SEEftS R IG H T , AMT YET YOU REALLY DON’ T THINK IT  

WRONG.
It 'S  a n  e m o t io n  rJW  F E E L  AND ONLY FEW FIN D THE ANSWER TO ,

You THINK YOU KNOW THE ANSWER, BUT DEEP DOWN YOU KNOW YOU 

NEVER W ILL.
You THINK YOU ARE BEING LOVED AND YOU DON'T THINK THERE W ILL  

BE ANOTHER DAY, T IM E , OR PLACE L IK E  THE PRESENT.

YOU FE LT  THAT SAME URGE IN THE PAST.

YOU WANT TO F E E L  IT  IN THE FUTLRE.

BUT THERE W ILL NEVER BE ANOTHER PRESENT. YOU STU.1BLED 

ONTO THE TRUTH SO MANY HAVE SOUGHT,

YOU KNOW/ THE STRANGLING, YET SofciTHING EMOTION OF WANTING 

MORE AND MORE OF \AHAT YOU KNOW TO BE FORBIDDEN,

M. R . 0 .

R B E LB ER E D  EEKB'ID

ACROSS THE ROOM YOUR EYES MEET M IN E ...M Y  HEART IS  L IS T E N - 

IM - FOR YOUR LAUGHTER. AGAIN I SEE THE R A IN , THE T IP S  OF 

OUR CIGARETTES IN THE N IG H T, TASTE THE RAW OF L IQ U O R ... I 

FE EL THE NEAR INTOXICATION OF YOU -  AM) I AM BLU E. lE 

SOUGHT AND FOUMD A TAINTED HEAVEN IN THE N IG H T...TW O  BODIES 

AMD ONE SOUL AT WAR W ITHIN IT S E L F . VC ARGUE SO Y € L L  TO

GETH ER. .  .TEARING AND PROBING AT THE MORTAL BEING THAT IS  

PAST THE POINT OF LO S IN G . THE MIND IS  VEARY, THE RAIN 

QUICKENS AND THE BOTTLE SM ILES A WET SM ILE OF VICTO RY.

DOWN INTO BLACK NOTH IN G N ESS.. .TH E STUPOR OF SLEEP -  UNTIL 

I.VE AVJAKE TO A SOBER, ACHING DAVJN. F IR E  WITH SNOW, THE 

T H ICK LY b e a t i n g  HEART AS IF  STRONG BRAMDY F IL L S  THE 

V E IN S , YOU HAVE KNOWN IT  A LL B E F O R E ...T H E  LOVELY PAIN IS

MINE ALONE.

N . A . B .



A Fair Enough Question

A S t o r y  by  J a y  W a lla ce  

"'iVhat d i d  y o u  s a y ,  A n g ie ? "

" I  s a i d  t h a t  I ’ m n o t  g o i n g  t o  y o u r  w e d d i n g . "

" Y o u 'r e  my s i s t e r ;  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  g o . "

" C h ,  n o ,  I  d o n ' t , "

"Oh, y e s ,  y o u  d o .  Aunt L i l a  w i l l  be a n g r y  i f  y o u  don t .  
B e s i d e s ,  why d o n ' t  y o u  w an t t o  go a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n . . . ? "

" B e c a u s e  i ' v e  chan ged  ny m in d ."

"B u t  why, A n g i e ? "

Oh, why! B e ca u se  a  w eddin g I s  so d a m n .. . h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  

t h a t ’ s why!

" F o r  G o d 's  s a k e ,  A n g i e ! "

" V i e l l ,  i t  i s !  And I 'm  s i c k  and t i r e d  and f e d  up w i t h  
h e t e r o s e x u a l  t h i n g s ;  e v e r y w h e r e  I l o o k ,  h e t e r o s e x u a l  
t h i n g s !  H e t e r o s e x u a l  p e o p l e !  H e t e r o s e x u a l  b o o k s !  
H e t e r o s e x u a l  m o v ie s !  » h e tero se x u a l  b i l l b o a r d s ,  e v e n ! "

" I  wonder when t h i s  s t u p i d  L e s b i a n  phase  o f  y o u r s  w i l l  
e n d , . . ?  Y o u 'v e  been a t  i t  now f o r  God knows how l o n g ,  
e v e r  s i n c e  you  were i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  D o n 't  you  t h i n k  i t  s 

1̂ 11116 y o u  grew  up and*##'*

" I t * s  n o t  a  ' p h a s e , *  damn i t .  D o t t y :  I  am a  L e s b i a n ,
and I 'm  s i c k  and t i r e d  o f  l i v i n g  i n  a  h e t e r o s e x u a l  w o r l d . "

"B u t  be r e a s o n a b l e ,  A n g i e ;  we do l i v e  i n  a  h e t e r o s e x u a l  

w o r l d ;  o u r s  i s  a  h e t e r o s e x u a l  s o c i e t y .  Y o u 'v e  g o t  t o  

f a c e  i t , "

"How w ou ld  y o u  l i k e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  hom osexual s o c i e t y ? "

"W hat?"

" I  s a i d  how would you l i k e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  hom osexual s o c i 
e t y ?  T h a t ' s  a  f a i r  enough q u e s t i o n . "

" T h a t ' s  a  r i d i c u l o u s  q u e s t i o n !  There n e v e r  c o u l d  be such 

a t h i n g !  A hom osexual s o c i e t y !  How a b s u r d ,  A n g ie !  
C o u l d n ' t  b e . . . e v e r . "

"Vfhy n o t ? "

"O h, you  know v e r y  w e l l  'w hy n o t , '  A n g ie !  I t  would be 

, , , im m o ral ,  f o r  one t h i n g . "

"Am I im m o ral .  D o t t y ? "

" i l e l l ,  n o . . . b u t  o t h e r s  would b e .  B e s i d e s ,  i f  we d i d n ' t  
have  m a r r i a g e s ,  how c o u ld  we have c h i l d r e n ?  T h a t ' s  n a 

t u r e ,  A n g le ;  t o  g e t  m a rr ie d  and have c h i l d r e n . "

" T h a t ' s  y o u r  n a t u r e .  D o t . . . b u t  n o t  m in e. I f  we l i v e d  
i n  a  hom osexual s o c i e t y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  women w o u l d n ' t  
want t o  ' g e t  m a r r ie d  and have c l - d l d r e n ' ;  a t  l e a s t ,  n ot 

t h e  way i t  i s  done now. I t  would be i l l e g a l  t o  have 
i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  a  man,"

" I s n ' t  t h a t  r i d i c u l o u s !  I s n ' t  t h a t  a b s u r d !  A n g i e . . .  
p l e a s e ;  I ' v e  had enough of t h i s  s i l l y  t a l k .  Go back t o  
y o u r  own room and r e a d ,  or s o m eth in g;  or c a l l  up y o u r  
l i t t l e  p la y m a te  and t e l l  h e r  y o u r  w e ir d  i d e a s .  I ' v e  

had enough o f  t h e m ,"

I I

I t  kept coming b a c k  a g a i n  and a g a i n ;  t h e  w e ir d  i d e a ,  
as  she had term ed i t .  She l a y  w i t h o u t  s l e e p i n g ,  s t a r i n g  
a t  t h e  dim o u t l i n e  of t h e  w h it e  l a c e  c u r t a i n ;  but she k e p t  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  i t . . . T h e  Homosexual S o c i e t y ,  iJaybe Angie 
was r i g h t .  Maybe h e r  L e s b ia n is m  w a s n ' t  j u s t  a ' p h a s e . '  
Maybe i t  was so m eth in g  s o l i d ,  r e a l ,  t h a t  n e v e r  would end. 
And t h e r e  were o t h e r s  l i k e  A n g i e ,  she knew t h i s .  Vthat 
w ould  happen i f  more and more k e p t  coming; what would 
happen i f  someday t h e r e  would be a  hom osexual s o c i e t y ?
She t r i e d  t o  p i c t u r e  i t  i n  h e r  m in d. There would be no 
w ed d in g  t o  Bob; she would be f o r b i d d e n  t o  m a rry  him . She



w ou ld  be f o r b i d d e n  t o  k i s s  him i n  p u b l i c ,  o r  t o  h o l d  han ds 
d u r i n g  t h e i r  w a l k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r k ,  L i t t l e  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  
t h e  way t h e y  l o o k e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  when t h e y  m e t,  w ould  be 
f r o w n e d  upon b y  t h i s  s o c i e t y .  N o th in g  would be a s  i t  i s  
now. She w ould  have  t o  w ear h i s  r i n g  i n  s e c r e t ,  o r  d i s 
g u i s e d  a s  a  f r i e n d s h i p  r i n g .  And she c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  Aunt 
L i l a  a b o u t  him , any more th a n  A ngie  c o u l d  t e l l  h e r  a b o u t  
P a u l a .  She would have  t o  sneak a ro u n d .  The v e r y  t h o u g h t  
o f  s n e a k i n g  around w i t h  Bob made h e r  s h u d d e r .  There was 
s o m e th in g  so n a s t y  a b o u t  i t ,  so d i s h o n e s t ;  and y e t ,  she 
knew i n  h e r  h e a r t  t h a t  sho Viould do i t  i f  she had t o ;  i f  

t h e r e  were no o t h e r  way o f  b e i n g  w i t h  him, she knew she 
Y/ould s n e a k  a r o u n d .  She t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
w ou ld  be c h a n g e d ;  and she remembered w hat A ngie  had s a i d  
a b o u t  " H e t e r o s e x u a l  b o o k s ,  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m o v ie s ,  h e t e r o 
s e x u a l  b i l l b o a r d s ,  e v e n . . . , "  and she t h o u g h t  o f  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  would be i n  t h e  new Homosexual S o c i e t y .
The man-and-woman r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ould  be n o n e x i s t e n t ;  on 
c o v e r s  o f  m a g a z i n e s ,  on b i l l b o a r d s ,  on movie p o s t e r s ,  
hom osexual l o v e r s .  And she and Bob? What a b o u t  h e r  r e 
l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Bob? Kow d i f f e r e n t  i t  would b e !  She 
l o n g e d  f o r  b a b i e s . . . B o b ' s b a b i e s . . . b u t  i n  t h i s  new s o c i e t y  
she c o u l d  n e v e r  o p e n ly  adm it  t h a t  sho was g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  

B o b 's  c h i l d r e n ;  and she c o u l d  n e v e r  name t h e n  " J u n i o r ; '  
t h e r e  w ou ld  be no " J u n i o r . "  C h i l d b i r t h  would be s c i e n t i 
f i c  and c o l d .  And she c o u l d  n e v e r  c a l l  h e r s e l f :  " M rs ,
R o b e rt  V /eston;"  i t  would be i l l e g a l .  And t h e r e  w ou ld  be 
no h o m e - l i f e  f o r  them . They c o u ld  n e v e r  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  

u n l e s s  t h e y  d i s g u i s e d  t l i e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  And e v e r y t h i n g  
she w an ted  would l o s e  i t s  h o n o r ,  and i t s  d i g n i t y ,  and i t s  
t r a d i t i o n .  " T i l  d e a t h  do u s  p a r t "  w ould  b e lo n g  t o  A n g le  

and P a u l a ,  n o t  t o  h e r  and B ob. She t u r n e d  o v e r  on h e r  
s i d e  and h e l d  t h e  p i l l o w  c l o s e  t o  h e r  mouth t o  s t i f l e  

h e r  s o b s .

I l l

" I ' v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  have  t o  g o ,  A n g i e ,  n o t  i f  

y o u  d o n ' t  want t o ,  h o n e y .  I  u n d e r s t a n d . "

"O h, D o t t y . . . I ' l l  g o .  I was a  l i t t l e  e d g y  l a s t  n i g h t .
I 'm  s o r r y .  I  r e a l l y  w ant t o  g o .  D o t .  I  d i d n ' t  mean what 

I s a i  d .  "

" J e l l ,  i t  would be b e t t e r  a l l  around i f  you d i d  g o .

A n g i e . . . b u t ,  y o u  know, I ' v e  been g i v i n g  i t  a  l o t  o f  th o u g h t  
l a t e l y . . . I  mean l a s t  n i g h t . . .a b o u t  what you s a i d .  A n g ie ,
I d o n ' t  want ray h a p p in e s s  i f  you c a n ' t  have y o u r s . . . "

"Yihat?"

" I  mean i t .  A n g l e .  I  want you t o  be happy, t o o . "

" W h y . . . t h a n k  y o u .  D o t t y . . . b u t  I 'm  h a p p y . . . "

"No, y o u ' r e  n o t !  You have  t o  lo o k  a t  h e t e r o s e x u a l  b i l l 
b o a r d s  and r e a d  h e t e r o s e x u a l  b o o k s . . , ! ”

A ngie  la u g h e d  s o f t l y .  I

IV

" H e l l o . . . ? "

"H ey, why d o n ' t  you a n sw er t h e  phone when I c a l l  y o u . . . ? "

" O h . . . i t ' s  y o u ,  d a r l i n g . . . 1 'm a n s w e r i n g . . . "

"T ook you  l o n g  enough! Hey! Som ething w o n d e r fu l  J u st  
h a p p e n e d !"

"You g o t  a r a i s e ! "

"No, P a u l a ,  you money-mad woman; so m eth in g  b e t t e r , , .
D o t t y  t a l k e d  h e r  g u y .  Bob, i n t o  l e t t i n g  u s  have h i s  a p a r t 
ment, when he moves out n e x t  w ee k.  H e 's  g o i n g  t o  s u b l e t  
f o r  u s ,  so t h a t  we can move i n  t o g e t h e r ;  and, you  know 
w h a t ,  d a r l i n g . . . D o t t y  i s  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  us g e t  s t a r t e d  
h o u s e k e e p i n g .  She s a y s  t h a t  she would f e e l  g u i l t y  i n  h e r  
new a p a r t m e n t ,  i f  we c o u l d n ' t  heve  o n e ,  t o o ! "

"W h a t 's  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  D o tty ?  Has she gone n u t s ? "

" D o n ' t  t a l k  t h a t  way a b o u t  my s i s t e r , "

" O h , A n g i  e , . . t h e  l a s t  t im e  I h e a r d  from D o t t y  she was 
g r i m a c i n g  w h en e ve r  she h e a r d  my name m entioned; now she 
w an ts  me t o  s h a re  an a p a rtm e n t  w ith  y o u .  How coraeT"

" O h . . . J u s t  a  l i t t l e  so m eth in g  I s a i d . . . "



" S o m e th in g  you  s a i d ? "

" Y e a h !

"W hat?"

"O h, s o m e t h in g .  But a r e n ' t  y o u  hap py  a b o u t  t h e  n ew s ,  

P a u l a ? "

" S u r e  I  am, b u t  I 'ra  s t i l l  i n  a  d a z e .  Are you s u r e  a b o u t  

a l l  t h i s ? "

"Of c o u r s e  I 'm  s u r e .  She w an ts  u s  t o  have  t h e  a p a r t m e n t ,  
and s h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  us a i fe d d in g  p r e s e n t ! "

"W hat?"

" Y e a h . . . a n d  s h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  come o v e r  and h e l p  u s  r e 
d e c o r a t e  t h e  a p a r t m e n t ,  and she s a y s  t h a t  when I g i v e  
you t h e  r i n g ,  she w an ts  t o  come t o  our ' c e r e m o n y , '  a s  she 

p u t  i t . " .  '

" W h a t ? "

" Y e a h . . . t h a t ' s  what she s a i d ,  P a u l a , "

" D o t t y  s a i d  a l l  t h a t ? "

"She s u r e  d i d , "

" A n g i e ,  have you  b e en  d r i n k i n g ? "

" . . . N o i , . . O f  c o u r s e  n o t ' . . . "

"V /e ll ,  i t  su re  sounds l i k e  you h a v e .  D o t t y  c o u l d n ' t  
have  chan ged  so d r a s t i c a l l y  i n  th e  l a s t  f e w  d a y s ,

" I n  j u s t  one d a y . . . o v e r n i g h t . . .b e c a u s e  of s o m eth in g  I 

s a i d ,  P a u l a . "

" . e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know what i t  was you  s a i d ,  b u t  w h a t e v e r  
i t  w as , i t  must have  been t e r r i f i c ! "

" Y e a h ,  I  g u e s s  t h e  i d e a  i s  q u i t e  t e r r i f i c ,  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  

from our a n g l e . "

LESBIAN POPULATION

On  t h e  d e c l i n e ?

THERE HAS BEEN lAJCH ALARM IN THE LAST FBV YEARS ABOUT THE 

INCREASE OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN OUR SO C IE T Y . HOVCVER, IT  VJOLLD 

APPEAR THAT LESBIANISM  ilAY BE ON THE D ECLIN E.

D R. An s l e y  J .  Co a l e  o f  Pr in c e t o n  u n i v e r s i t y  at®  a  U . S .  r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e  TO THE U . N . ' S  POPUJiTION COMMISSION, RECENTLY 

MADE THE STATEMENT AT A DUKE U N IVER SITY SIMPOSIUM ON THE 

h e a l t h , e d u c a t io n  a n d  OTHER PROBLEMS OF THE VYORLD'S ONE 

B IL L IO N  CHILDREN THAT "SPINSTERHOOO IS  DECLININ G IN THE 

UNITED STATES" -  THEREBY CONTRIBUTING TO A RAPID AM) PO

T EN T IA LLY TROUBLESOME POPULATION GROWTH.

LESBIANA
BY Gene Damon

1 9 3 .  THE BREAKI'ATER BY GEORGE M. HOLT. R|^CHART k  V IN - 

STON, i9 6 0 .

ABOUT A FAIJIILY OOlJlINATED BY AN E V IL  OLDER BROTHER 

WHO DESTROYS ALL OF TH E IR  L IV E S  WITH THE EXCEPTION  

OF THE S IS T E R , J E S S IE .  AT 19, J E S S IE  FIN A LLY BREAKS 

AWAY FROM HER FAMILY AND BECOMES PART OF A GROUP OF 

VERY GOOD QUALITY LESB IA N S; DOCTORS, CHEM ISTS, LAW

Y E R S , E T C .,  AND Cl a r a ,  who owns a  d r e s s  s h o p  a n d  b e 

c o m es  F IR S T  J E S S IE 'S  EMPLOYER AM) THEN HER LOVER. 

In c l u d e s  so m e  v e r y  u p b e a t  L e s b i a n  p r o p a g a n d a , b u t  in  

SMALL en o u g h  DOSES TO AVOID OBSCLRING THE A R T IS T IC  

VALUE.

1 9 4 . DAUGHTER OF JOY BY JAMES Ha RV EY. NeABSTAND LIBRARY,

i960.

St e p h a n i e  Ol s e n  p l a n s  a  new  " L e s b o s " i n , o f  a l l  

p l a c e s ,  a  vX jn g l e  p a r a d i s e .  Pr e t t y  r i d i c u l o u s , b u t



FU LL OF FAST ADVENTURE A ¡̂D F A IR L Y  GOOD S L IC K -T Y P E  'ARITIN G.

1 9 5 . AMERICANA ESOTERICA BY VARIOUS AUTHORS. 

YORK, 1 9 2 7 .

l/A CY-r A C IU S , NEW

Ex c e l l e n t  o f f b e a t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s h o r t  p i e c e s  i n c l u d in g  two 

OVERT I.1ALE HOl.OSEXUAL POEITS AS WELL AS THE VERY W R E  LE S 

BIAN n a r r a t iv e  p o e m , "STRANGE I'.ATERS," BY GEORGE S T E R LIN G . 

ALSO INCLUDES AN EARLY LESBIAN SHORT STORY BY DUUNA BARNES 

ENTITLED  "O U S IE " . A MUST BOOK FOR THE SERIOUS COLLECTOR.

ig6. THE CARETAKERS BY D A R IEL T e l f e r .  S imon & S c h u s t e r ,  19 5 9 ;  

SIG N E T , i9 6 0 .

(VllNOR LESBIAN A FFA IR  IN A HO SPITAL FOR THE INSANE. HANDLED 

WITH TACT AND SYMPATHY.

1 9 7 . THE LESBIAN BY BENJAMIN iviORSE. iilONARCH BOOKS, I 9 6 1 .

A POPULARIZED N O N -FICTIO N  PAPERBACK WHICH READS MORE L IK E  

A S E R IE S  OF SHORT STO R IES OR VIGNETTES THAN CASE H IS T O R IE S . 

IT IS  RELA TIVELY GOOD OF K IN D , NEITHER PARTICULARLY S Y i.PA - 

T H E T IC  NOR UNNECESSARILY V IT U P E R A T IV E .

19 8 . DREARY BY W .BLY Ba l d  in  "Am e r ic a n s  /\b r o a d " e d i t e d  b y  Pe t e r  

Me a g o e .  S e r v i r e  Pr e s s , Th e  Ha g u e  (Ho l l a n d ) ,  1 9 3 2 .  (En 

t i r e l y  IN En g l i s h . )

Ex c e l l e n t  s h o r t  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  g r o u p  o f  m a l e  a n d  f e iMa l e  h o 

m o s e x u a l s  IN THE b a r s  a n d  CAFES OF P A R IS . STORY REVOLVES 

AROUND A L e s b i a n  l o v e  a f f a i r .

19 9 . DEVOTED LADIES BY iJ. J .  FARRELL (iVARY LESTA SK RIN E) 

T L E , BROWN, 19 3 4 .

L I T -

TwO d i f f e r e n t  VARIANT A FFA IR S ¡»lAKE UP THE BULK OF PLOT IN 

T H IS  L IG H T , BUT SUBTLY IVICKEO, ENGLISH NOVEL. THE HOLD 

J e s s i c a  h a s  o v e r  J a n e  i s  f i e r c e , w h il e  t h e  l o v e  " P ig g y " 

BEARS f o r  J o an  i s  b o t h  s y m p a t h e t ic  a n d  w e l l  d r a w n , a l b e i t  

HO PELESS. Th e  d e n o u e ..;e n t  in  w h ic h  t h e  r e j e c t e d , r u i n e d  

" P ig g y " ,  in  a  l a s t  b l i n d  .'.d i c n t  o f  d o in g  g o o d  f o r  o t h e r s ,

SUCCESSFULLY RELEASES JANE FROM J E S S IC A 'S  POWER IS  A GEM.

" T oo MANY OUT-OF-TOWN READERS, I SUSPECT, SHARE GENE OAMON’ S 

coiwPLAKTT (THE L  ODER, 3e p t e : « e r ) :  'How in  H c a n  I s t e p

CASIALLY in t o  THE DOB O FFIC E  FROI^ THE STATE OF ...ISSO U R l?' OR 

o t h e r  h in t e r l a n d s .  WITH SEVEN LEAGUE BOOTS SO HARD TO COME BY, 

SHE OFFERS TO FRUSTRATED COMilUTERS A SCHEDULE FOR H E L P IN G -IN -  

A B SEN TIA . I AGREE WITH THETJ A L L , BUT POINT 6 IN SPIR ES :«E 

IRR EPR ESSIB LY: DON'T HATE THE EDITORS FOR F A I L I N G  TO W/RITE

b a c k .  Th e y  s i m p l y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t i u e .

"On l y  a  f a g a z i n e  w it h  a  L i f e - s i z e  s t a f f  w o r k in g  ' round  t h e  

c l o c k  COULD e v e r  COPE PERSONALLY WITH IT S  CORRESPONDENCE.

COPING IMPERSONALLY -  BY SUPPLY REPRINTING A FEW LETTERS,

WITH NO COf,i. ENT FROM THE EDITORS -  IS  ONE SOLUTION, BUT IS  

IT  GOOD FOR PU B LIC RELATIONS':' o ^ S C R IB E R S  TO T : ! !  L 'f f ic R  ARE 

PROBABLY THE HOST DEDICATED READERS OF A L L , aS SUCH, THEY 

'WNT TO BE HEARD -  ESPECIA LLY FROM A DISTAN CE. ,'.ND SO I Air. 

OFFERING T H IS  SUGGESTION;

" HAT ABOUT AN OPINION POLL AS A ¡«N TH LY FEATURE IN THE L-flO ER? 

Oh ,  I KNOliV THAT TITE ftiAGAZINE IN VITES OPINIONS FROM ANYBODY, ANY 

T IM E , AND PRINTS THEM, IF  PO SSIBLE, BUT I DON'T '.EAN JUST THAT. 

Th i s  i s  a  r a t h e r  h a p h a z a r d  HETHOO o f  COHIviMNICATION, i t  SEE;viS t o

ME. It  L 1.H T S  READER RESPONSE, DUE TO LACK OF PAGE SI'ACE AND 

STAFF T IM E.

"SUPPOSE THAT, IN EACH ISSUE OF TWE L74)0 E R , OPINIONS WERE 

S O L IC IT E D  ON 01̂  PARTICULAR QUESTION? IT COULD BE PERSONAL OR 

SPECULATIVE BUT SHOULD CONCERN A i.IAJORITY OF SUBSCRIBERS. THESE 

O PINIONS COULD BE SENT TO ME DIRECTLY W ITHIN A WEEK AFTER THE 

■ viAGAZINE APPEARED EACH k«3NTH, I 'AOU.D POLL THE RESULTS AND CON

DENSE THEM INTO A S IN G L E , ONE-PAGE REPORT -  IN TIME FOR THE NEXT 

„KK TH 'S LADDER. T h i s  w a y ,  e v e r y o n e  who 'MNTED t o  g e t  a  word i n , 

COULD DO s o  -  IF  ONLY EDGEWISE.

"To BE ,,K3RE S P E C IF IC , I AM L IS T IN G  A FEW SAMPLE QUESTIONS, ANY 

ONE OF WHICH MIGHT SERVE AS A THO XHT-PRO VO KER:



1 .  HAT .'^RSONALITY T R A IT  (FAULT OR V IR TU E) DO YOU CONSIDER 

i/iOST CH ARA CTER ISTIC OF THE LESB IA N ?

2 .  H A T, TO YOU, IS  THE 'ACCEPTABLE ^^ODE OF DRESS AND BEHAVIOR* 

THAT DOe ADVOCATES BUT DOES NOT D E F IN E ?

3 .  I s  THE TRA G IC THEME OF W S T  HOf,iOSEXUAL NOVELS A R E A L IS T IC  O tC ?

4 .  I s  THE AVERAGE LE S B IA N , AFTER T H IR T Y , MORE OR LE SS CONTENTED 

THAN THE HETEROSEXUAL CAREER WOMAN?

5 .  SHOULD THE LE S B IA N , ACCUSED BY HER PARENTS, ADMIT OR DENY HER 

IN CLIN A TIO N S?

" I s  /ANYBODY IN FAVOR OF AN OPINION PO LL?"

E .  i i . ,  Fl o r id a

"TOMORRM, I ' L L  s e n d  y o u  A BOOK OF RENEE V IV IE N  'P O E iE S . '

LONG S IN C E  R E .C E  V IV IE N 'S  BOOKS HAVE NOT BEEN PUBLISHED, SO I 

ASK YOU TO EXCUSE liE IF  THE ONE I 'V E  DISCOVERED IS  A L IT T L E  

DETERIORATED. IN S P IT E  OF THAT, I HOPE YO U 'LL L IK E  I T .

"Th e  LAST ISSUE OF Pa r i s i a n  'w e e k l y  'F r a n c e - D im a n c h e ' h a s  d e d 

ic a t e d  AN A R TIC LE  TO THE HOilOSEXUAL PROSTITUTION AND ASKED ThC  

■ POLICE'S INTERVENTION.

"PERHAPS I T 'S  LOGICAL TO STE-.. THE PRO STITUTIO N, BUT IN T H IS  

^a r t i c u l a r  c a s e , CONSIDERING THE P E O PLE 'S PREJU D ICES AGAINST 

h o m o s e x u a l it y , I FEAR OUR LEGISLATORS CONFUSE HOMOSEXUAL 

PRO STITUTIO N A.'O HOMOSEXUALITY.

"A NEW LEG ISLA TIO N  Y/OULD BE AN AGGRAVATED LE G IS LA T IO N . IN MY 

O PINIO N, TO STREI'iGTHEN P E O PLE 'S PREJU DICE R IS K S  ALSO TO COM O«

IN  THE SUBSISTENCE OF THE BLACKI'-iA IL I  TOG (b LACKI.iA ILERS ARE OMJY 

E X IS T IN G  BECAUSE iOB CONSIDERS THE HOMOSEXUALITY AS A 'SHAM EFU.' 

T H IN G ). F in ia l l Y , A MORE SEVERE LEG ISLA TIO N  R IS K S  TO ENCOL«AGE AN 

ODIOUS KINO OF RAC ISM: THE SEXUAL RACISM .

" I T ’ S  EVIDENT THE .A N  DOES NOI cHOOCE EITH ER H IS  TEND ENCIES OR

H IS  S K IN 'S  COMPLEXION. ALSO I T ' S  EVIDENT IF  THERE IS  A PLACE IN 

WHICH K»N MUST BE EN TIRELY F R E E , IT  IS  IN H IS  OWN L I F E ."

P. L., Par ISj FRANCE

+ >. -I *

"Th e  BOOK I'M  ABOUT TO RECOWii<END SHOULD BE REQUIRED READING FOR 

a l l  F E kIALE h o m o s e x u a l s  e v e r y w h e r e .  It 'S  a  STRINGENT ANT100TE TO 

THE S E L F -P IT Y  SO i.lANY OF THEM ARE DROWNING IN .

"SIMONE OE BEAUVOIR, IN THE 3EC0N0  S B ; ,  w r i t e s  A W IS E, WITTY AM) 

PER CEPTIVE BOOK. SHE EXHAUSTIVELY EXPLORES THE POSITIO N OF W01.£N  

IN THE WORLD SIN CE T I.«E  BEGAN, AND IN DOING SO, HANAGES TO FIND  

REASONS FOR A LL HER P E C U L IA R IT IE S , FEARS, NEUROSES, HOPES AND 

TRIUMPHS.

"THE CHAPTER 'N HOMOSEXUALITY HAS CONVINCED I E ,  AT LEA ST, THAT 

THE CROSS UNDER WHICH 'fE  LABOR IS  OURS BY CH O ICE. mNO AFTER 

YOU'VE PLUNGED IN AND A V ID LY READ THAT CHAPTER, PLEASE DO THE 

AUTHOR, AND YOURSELF, THE FAVOR OF READING THE EN TIRE BOOK. BE

CAUSE YOU WON'T UNDERSTAND HER ARGUlWENTS IF  YOU DON'T KPXXV WHAT 

CAMF  b e f o r e .  ,'VC YO U 'LL CERTAINLY LEARN A LOT ALONG THE 'M4Y .

"HOW IS  IT  THAT THE DOB BOOK SERV ICE DOES NOT CARRY THE BANTAM 

Bo o k  e d i t i o n  w h ic h  i s  now a v a i l a b l e ? "

J. L., CALIFORNIA

" I n  THE F IR S T  ISSUE OF THE L-VOER WHICH I HAVE (f.AHCH, 1957)» 

THERE IS  A NOTICE REGARDING PLBLICATIO N  OF A QUARTERLY EMBODYING 

TVe F IR S T  THREE ISSUES OF THE L/aD')ER.

"'■ .AS T H IS  QUARTERLY EVER PUBLISHED? I FIN D NO RECORD OF IT  IN 

THE SUBSEQUENT L«X)ERS. IF  IT  WAS NEVER PUBLISHED, I A S S U C  IT 

WAS A MONEY PROBLEM, THO' THERE IV\Y HAVE BEEN SOME WHO DID SEt® 

THE 50^ TO PAY FOR I T .

"COULD YOU SEND IIE  A ROUGH ESTInlATE OF THE COST TO PRINT TH IS



QUARTCRLY s o  t h o s e  s u b s c r i b e r s  l\HO, L IK E  MYSELF, WISH TO HAVE A 

C O IPLET E  SET WOU.D BE ABLE TO DO SO?

" I  am OF COURSE IMTERESTED IN EVERY PHASE OF THE ORGANIZATION,

BUT PUBLICATION OF THE LADDER IS  MY 'c=ET' AND IT  IS  T H R ILLIN G  TO 

SEE IT  IMPROVE AS IT  CERTAINLY HA S. I WONDER IF  WE W ILL EVER 

SEE THE DAY WHEN IT  VHLL TAKE IT S  PLACE ON THE NEWSSTANDS B ESID E  

THE JOURNAL, R0’HEi;S'3 DIGEST, LOOK, TIi'C, AND A LL  THE OTHER PUB
LIC A T IO N S  WHICH ARE NOT, IN MY SLIG H TLY  PREJUDICED O PINIO N, MORE 

d e s e r v i n g  o f  d i s p l a y .  I SIN CERELY HOPE S O ."

M. L . ,  Rh o d e  Is l a m )

Ed i t o r ' s  n o t e : Th i s  l e t t e r  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  ¡ io r e  t i c k l i s h  

TO u s  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  g o v e r n in g  b o a r d  

o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Da u g h t e r s  o f  B i l i t i s  h a s  "o n c e  a g a i n " u n d e r 

t a k e n  T H IS  PRO JECT. Th e  q u a r t e r l y  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  h a s  e x 

p a n d e d  t o  t h e  " F i r s t  F i v e " i s s u e s  o f  THE L W E R .  Pl a n s  a r e  i a c e r

AY TO R E -PU B LIE H  THESE ISSUES WHICH SOME "COLLECTORS" HAVE BEEN 

REQUESTING. THE i/WTERIAL IS  BEING PREPARED AND W ILL BE PRINTED AS 

FUNDS PERM IT. FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENT W ILL BE FORTHCOi^ING AS THE 

PROJECT PROGRESSES.

s,' j;. :}c Jf; V

■ 'I AY I SAY HOW MUCH I ENJOYED JA YE B E L L 'S  A R TIC LE  IN THE OCTOBER 

ISSUE OF THE L -’DDER? IT  WAS VERY INFORMATIVE AND D E F IN IT E L Y  TO 

THE PO IO T. rtRHAPS THERE ARE .'ANY l"HO ViOULD DISAGREE WITH HER 

-  E S P E C IA LLY  ON CONFORM.ITY -  BUT SHE IS  SO R IG H T ! IT  MAY SEEM 

STRANGE TO SLG G EST, AT LEA ST, OUTTORD CONFORMITY. YET PEOPLE 

ARE DOING IT  EVERY DAY IN T H E IR  'NORMAL' WAY OF L I F E . "

N. T., ILLINOIS

"I  HAVE NOTICED THE ABSENCE OF YOUR NEW COLUMN, 'm S C U L IN E  VIEW

P O I N T , '  IN THE LAST COUPLE OF ISSUES OF THE L'aDOER. I HAVE ALSO 

NOTED THE ABSENCE OF LYN PEDERSEN IN THE COLUMNS OF ONE i.AGAZINE, 
-UTTING OfC AND ONE TOGETHER, IS  IT  PO SSIB LE THAT i R .  PEDERSEN 

MIGHT BE PERSUADED TO PUT H IS  TALENTS TO WORK FOR THE La\0DER?"

ivi. D., CALIFORNIA
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