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0  Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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DOB ANNIVERSARY
M ESSAG E FROM THE P R E S ID E N T

The D aughters  o f  B i l l t l s  h as  oompletad s i x  y e a r s  o f  » h a t
we f e e l  to be p r o g r e s s i v e  work In  th e  homophile movement, 
h a v in g  s t a r t e d  in  19 5 5  w ith  e ig h t  women; p u b l i s h in g  our 
f i r s t  i s s u e  of  our monthly m agazine, THE LADDER, in  Octo­
b e r ,  1 9 5 6 ;  in c o r p o r a t in g  in  th e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  in  
19 5 7 ;  ^rid in  1960 grow ing from an o r g a n iz a t io n  c e n te re d  
in  San F r a n c is c o  to  a n a t io n -w id e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  w ith  chap­
t e r s  in  San F r a n c i s c o ,  Los A n g e le s ,  New York and New J e r s e y ,  
w ith  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of two more c h a p te r s  coming up soon.

The p u rp o ses  of the  D augh ters  of B i l i t i s  a r e ,  in  s h o r t ,  
e d u ca t io n  of the v a r i a n t ,  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  em phasis on the  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  a s p e c t s ,  to  en a b le  
her  to  und erstand  h e r s e l f  and make an ad justm ent to  s o c i e t y  
in  a l l  i t s  s o c i a l ,  c i v i c  and economic i m p l i c a t i o n s ;  educa­

t i o n  of  the  p u b l i c ;  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  r e s e a r c h ;  and i n v e s t i ­
g a t io n  of  th e  p en a l  co d e .

We f e e l  t h a t  much of  our p r o g r e s s  in  the  movement has  ne­
c e s s a r i l y  f i l l e d  the gap which ONE and M attach ine  do not 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o v e r  In  t h e i r  w o rk , namely t h a t  o f ;  1 ,  p ay­
in g  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to th e  i n d i v i d u a l  hom osexual;  2 ,  
I n s t i g a t i n g  our own r e s e a r c h  on the homosexual; and 3 i 
o f f e r i n g  the most com plete  r é p e r t o r i a i  co v erag e  of the  
homophile movement I t s e l f .

A lthough M attachine  and ONE have both  accom plish ed  much in  
th e  broad f i e l d  of ac ce p ta n c e  f o r  th e  hom osexual,  we f e e l  
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  here  are  d e f i n i t e l y  l im i t e d  i f  th e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  homosexual i s  l o s t  in  th e  s h u f f l e .  For w h ile  we 
a re  busy t r y i n g  to  te a c h  th e  p u b l ic  t h a t  th e  homosexuals 
th e y  see  c a u s in g  a problem a re  on ly  a sm all  p a r t  of th e  
whole homosexual p o p u la t io n ,  t h i s  m in o r i t y  i s  s t i l l  the 
r e p r e s e n t a t io n  th e  p u b l ic  s e e s .  This  i s  in  many ways l i k e  

t r y i n g  t o  te a c h  a c h i l d  t o  e a t  l i v e r  by t e l l i n g  him how 
t a s t y  i t  can be ,  w h ile  a l l  the  l i v e r  you s e t  in  f r o n t  of 
him to  e a t  i s  b u r n t ,  p a n - f r i e d  o f f e r i n g s .  He J u s t  i s n ’ t  
g o in g  t o  be v e ry  w e l l  co n v in c e d .

G ran ted ,  a l l  the  o r g a n iz a t io n s  to g e th e r  are  n ever  go in g  to  
be a b le  to  g a t h e r  up a l l  the ones who seem com pelled to  
f l a u n t  t h e i r  h o m o se x u a li ty  a t  s o c i e t y  and, s h a l l  we s a y ,  
"show them the b e t t e r  l i f e , "  but s lo w ly  emd s u r e l y  we can 
h e lp  s low  down the b re e d in g  of t h i s  d e f ia n c e .  How? There 
a re  s e v e r a l  ways now and more w i l l  become e v id e n t  in  the f u ­
t u r e .  One, of  c o u r s e ,  i s  through a l l  our p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
t r y i n g  t o  show thè importance of a l l  hom osexuals '  u s in g  
d i s c r e t i o n  -  not c o n fo r m ity ,  but d i s c r e t i o n .

But o f  a l l  the  methods of  re a c h in g  the in d i v id u a l  homosex­
u a l ,  we f e e l  none t o  be more s u c c e s s fu l  than t h a t  of  p e r ­
so n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  We are  in  a  sm all but in c r e a s in g  p ro ­
p o r t io n  r e a c h in g  more and more in d i v i d u a l s  in  t h i s  way 
th rough  our c h a p te rs  throughout the c o u n try .  We b e l i e v e  
t h a t  one of th e  f i r s t  axioms f o r  s o c i a l  acceptance  i s  s e l f ­
a c c e p ta n c e .  Where b e t t e r  to s t a r t  f in d in g  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e  
than  in  a  group of  people  who a re  th em se lves  in  v a ry in g  
s t a g e s  of  f i n d i n g  t h e i r  own se lf -a c c ep te m o e  through group 
a c c e p t a n c e .  T h is  a p p l i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  the  younger peo­
p le  coming u p .  These are  the  people we must be aware of 
i f  we w ish  t o  stop the b re e d in g  of d e f ia n c e  toward s o c i e t y .

Where do t h e y  go f i r s t  to  make c o n t a c t s  w ith  other homosex­
u a l s ?  The b a r s ,  of c o u r s e .  Bars  have t h e i r  p la c e ,  y e s ,  
but o n ly  the  p eo p le  w it h  r e a l  s t r e n g th  can f i g h t  t h e i r  way 
out o f  th e  example t h e y  see t h e r e  t h a t  re e k s  of d e f ia n c e ,  
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  and d e s p a i r .  The d e f i a n c e ,  d i s i l lu s lo n m o n t j  
and d e s p a i r ,  we a l l  know, l i e  th e re  under the  mask of " g a ­
i e t y "  which th e  n u c le u s  of  h a b i t u a i s  a t  the b a rs  put on.
Some have been so lo n g  on the unders ide  of the  co in  th a t  
th e y  are  a f r a i d  of th e  s id e  toward the sun. But f o r  those  
who want i t ,  l e t ' s  t r y  showing i t  to them. And w h ile  th e re  
a re  many we w o n 't  be ab le  to  re a c h ,  we can a t  l e a s t  stop 
some of t h i s  antagonism  toward s o c i e t y  -  which p r o f i t s  no 
one. By the sunny s id e  o f  the c o in  I  am s im ply  r e f e r r i n g  
to  th e  p la c e  in  s o c i e t y  each person C6tn f i n d  and e n jo y ,  r e ­
g a r d l e s s  of se x u a l  p r e f e r e n c e ,  when he l e a r n s  t h a t  home 
l i f e  and p u b l ic  l i f e  mix l i k e  o i l  and w ater  -  and w i l l  do 
BO f o r  a lo n g  t im e t o  come.

P e rh a p s  some may f e e l  we are  a d vo ca tin g  c o n fo r m ity ,  We a r e ,  
when i t  comes t o  common c o u r t e s y  t o  th o se  who are  y e t  so 
uneducated  t h a t  homosexuals s t r i k e  as  much f e a r  in  them as 
do c h i l d  m o l e s t e r s ,  dope a d d i c t s ,  the m e n ta l ly  i l l ,  e t c .



T h is  i s  outward c o n fo r m ity ,  th e  same outward c o n fo r m ity  de­
manded o f  numerous group s o f  p eo p le  who are  in  p o s i t i o n s  
f o r e i g n  to  th e  p u b l ic  a t  l a r g e .  For i n s t a n c e ,  th e  e x -c o n ­
v i c t ,  th e  a l c o h o l i c  or the  c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b j e c t o r .  A l l  
th e s e  p e o p le ,  and many more, must r e f r a i n  from t a l k i n g  to  
the m a j o r i t y  o f  s o c i e t y  o f  p a r t s  of t h e i r  l i v e s  l e s t  th e y  
put th e m se lv e s  under th e  h e e l  of  many s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e s .
To do other than conform ou tw ard ly  would h u rt  them p erso n ­
a l l y  and be o f  no a v a i l  u n t i l  the  p u b l ic  i s  b e t t e r  in form ed .

C onform ity  i n  one ’ s p e r s o n a l  l i f e  i s  euiother m a t te r .  As 
s t a t e d  above, one o f  the  p r i n c i p a l  t h in g s  we a re  working 
f o r  i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e .  I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  
anyone who has r e a l l y  found h i s  own s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e  does 
no t  need t o  s e e k  a p p ro v a l  o r  d e f i a n t l y  d i s p l a y  h im s e l f  t o  
s o c i e t y ,  be he homosexual or h e t e r o s e x u a l .

Because of  our v iew  t h a t  d i s c r e t i o n  can sometimes be the  
b e t t e r  p a r t  of  v a l o r ,  we a re  o f t e n  c o n s id e re d  weak in  our 
a c t i o n .  When t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  our b e in g  weak i s  c o n c e iv e d ,  
however, i t  can on ly  be done w ith out a thorough knowledge 
o f  our w o rk in g ,  f o r  we have a lw a y s  tak en  a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  
on any In fr in g e m e n t  of  r i g h t s  or harrassm ent of  homosexuals 
s im p ly  becau se  th e y  were hom osexuals .  To be s p e c i f i c ,  i f  
a  homosexual d e f i e s  the  la w ,  then  we c o n s id e r  h i s  problem 
w ith  law enforcem ent i s  not d l s o r i m i n a t lo n  because  o f  h i s  
h o m o s e x u a l i ty .  However, i f  he i s  h a r r a s s e d  by the law 
because  o f  h i s  h o m o s e x u a l i ty  and not because  of  p ro v o c a ­
t i o n  on h i s  p a r t ,  then we ta k e  a s t r o n g  stand  and w i l l  do 
w h atever  i s  in  our power t o  see j u s t i c e  done. For exam ple , 
we have d e f i n i t e l y  taken  a stand  in  th e  case  of " g a y "  b a r s  
[being judged i l l e g a l  and immoral s im p ly  because  homosexuals 
f r e q u e n t  them. In  t h i s  m atter  we have r e p e a t e d ly  s t a t e d  
our d isagreem ent w ith  th e  above judgment and sen t  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  and i n v i t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  the law enforcem ent agen­
c i e s .  For t a k in g  a stand  a g a i n s t  an a c t io n  i s  not enough. 
Ed ucat io n  must be in v o lv e d  i f  a  s o lu t io n  i s  to be a c h ie v e d .

While busy t r y i n g  t o  help  th e  homosexuals who a re  having 
problem s f i t t i n g  i n t o  s o c i e t y ,  we have been e q u a l l y  busy 
in  th e  r e s e a r c h  f i e l d .  In  th e  Ju n e ,  1958  i s s u e  of THE 
LADDER we m ailed  out a 4 -page q u e s t io n n a i r e  to  our sub­
s c r i b e r s  which c o v ered  g e n e r a l  in fo r m a t io n ,  f a m i l y  and 
p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  L e s b i a n s .  To our knowledge t h i s  i s

th e  f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  done on t h i s  s c a le  on Lesb ians  
on a n o n - c l l n i c a l  b a s i s .

The r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  s tu d y  were p u b lish ed  in  our September, 
1959  i s s u e .  There a re  of  course  c e r t a in  w eakn esses ,  such 
as  the absence o f  a c o n t r o l  g ro u p .  A lso t h i s  was n a t u r a l l y  
a s e l f - s e l e c t e d  group answ ering the q u e s t io n n a i r e .  This 
p r o j e c t  was not done w it h  the presumption of  i t s  being 
equa l  to  any s i m i l a r  s t u d ie s  done by persons w ith  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  t r a i n i n g  but r a t h e r  i t  was hoped by our i n i t i a t i n g  
such a  s tu d y  t h a t :  1 ,  we could  g a th e r  ge n e ra l  d a ta  on L e s ­
b ia n s  not l i k e l y  to  come to  the  a t t e n t io n  of the  p u b l ic  or 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s ;  2 ,  to  g a in  an id e a  of  the e x te n t  
of  respo nse  from such q u e s t io n n a i r e s  by our s u b s c r ib e r s ;
3 ,  to  ga in  e x p e r ie n c e  in  fram in g  and h andling  such ques­
t i o n n a i r e s ;  and 4 ,  to  s t im u la te  i n t e r e s t  by p u b l i c a t io n  of 
r e s u l t s  so a s  to  encourage f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h ,

We f u r t h e r  extended our r e s e a r c h  by p u b l is h in g  the r e s u l t s  
of  a  comparison study between the male and fem ale  homosex­
u a l  in  the  September I960 LADDER.

Our p u rp o ses  f o r  d oing  th e s e  s t u d ie s  have c e r t a i n l y  been 
f u l f i l l e d ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  th e  re a d in g  of a s y n o p s is  of our 
work d u r in g  our f i r s t  convention  in  I9 6 0 ,  we have r e c e iv e d  
innum erable  r e q u e s t s  f o r  c o p ie s  of both s t u d i e s .  The most 
notew orth y  h e r e ,  because  of  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  f u r t h e r  r e ­
sea rch  on L e s b i a n s ,  a r e :  Dr, Gershwin of  New Y ork ,  heading
a  r e s e a r c h  committee of  th e  S o c i e t y  of Medical P s y c h o a n a ly s t s ;  
D r. A lexan d er  Rosen of  the S ta te  of C a l i f o r n i a  Dept, of Men­
t a l  H ea lth ;  and Dr. Robert S t r o l l e r  of the U n iv e r s i t y  of  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  M edica l  Center in  Los A n g e les ,  We w i l l  soon be g i v i n g  
our a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Dr. S t r o l l e r  in  h i s  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  on the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  the  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h i a t r i c ,  and s o c i o ­
l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  of th e  l i v e s  o f  people  w ith  o th er  than  usua l 
problem s in  se x u a l  a d ju s tm e n t .  Another i s  Dr. Ralph H, Gund- 
l a c h ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t  from New York ,  who has j u s t  completed a 
p r o j e c t  w it h  a  committee of the  S o c ie t y  of M edical Psycho­
a n a l y s t s  on th e  male homosexual and h e te ro s e x u a l  in  th e ra p y .  
Dr, Gundlach has met w ith  us in  San F r a n c is c o  and s t a t e d  t h a t  
our com parison stu d y  on th e  male homosexual on a n o n - o l i n i c a l  
b a s i s  was of  help  to  them in  t h e i r  s tudy and t h a t  the two 
s t u d i e s  added s t r e n g th  and v a l i d i t y  to  each o t h e r .  Dr. Gund- 
la o h  has  asked  f o r  our c o - o p e r a t io n  on a study on the L esb ia n s



not under th e r a p y .  We a re  now w orking  w it h  him on the ques­

t i o n n a i r e  to  be u s e d .

We have done a  f u r t h e r  breakdown on our s tu d y  of  th e  L e sb ia n  
s in c e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  and M rs. B ern ioe  Engle of  the  
L a n g le y - P o r t e r  N e u r o p s y c h ia t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  of  San F r a n c i s c o  
has re q u e s te d  p e r m is s io n  to  p u b l i s h  th e  more p e r t i n e n t  p a r t s  
in  a m ed ica l  J o u r n a l .

Dr, Prank Beach and Dr. John McKee of  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  of  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e le y  have o f f e r e d  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  any 
f u r t h e r  s t u d ie s  we might do.

On her  S e p t ,  12 r a d io  program Mrs, Lee S t e i n e r ,  a New York 
p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  a lo n g  w ith  Mrs. E l s i e  C a r l to n  and our r e s e a r c h  
d i r e c t o r ,  d i s c u s s e d  a wide range of t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  to  L e s ­
b ia n ism ,  w ith  th e  program ending w ith  a  v e r y  g r a c i o u s  r e ­
c o g n i t i o n  o f  our r e s e a r c h  s u r v e y .  I t  has been most g r a t i ­
f y i n g  to  us  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  we are  a  group of laym enido ing 
t h i s  s tu d y ,  so many d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p eo p le  have 
spoken so h ig h ly  of  the p r o j e c t .  S ee in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  of 
the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d  in  new th o u gh ts  and d a ta  in  the  
homophile f i e l d  i s ,  however, even more g r a t i f y i n g .

We have been asked t o  d i s c u s s  the b e n e f i t  or d isa d v a n ta g e  
of h a v in g  c h a p t e r s ,  !̂e have found t h a t  w h ile  a c e r t a i n  
amount of time has t o  be spent in  g i v i n g  each new group 
the b e n e f i t  o f  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e ,  t h i s  tim e spen t i s  g r e a t ­
l y  o u tw e igh e d ’ by: 1 .  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  f r e s h  new i d e a s ;
2 ,  the  g r e a t e r  number of  peo ple  c a r r y i n g  out the aims and 
p u rp o s e s ;  3 .  the b e n e f i t  of our c h a p t e r s '  c o n t in u in g  to  
c o n t a c t  new sstands a c r o s s  the  coun try  so t h a t  we can reach  
an even l a r g e r  number of  r e a d e r s ;  4 ,  the g r e a t e r  number of  
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  can be made; 5 .  ihe  b e n e f i t  of hav­
in g  more peo ple  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  to  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p e rso n s  and g ro u p s  w orking in  our f i e l d ;  and 6 . above a l l ,  
the  o p p o r tu n ity  to come in t o  p e r s o n a l  c o n ta c t  w ith  more 
hom osexuals ,  a s  we have mentioned ab ov e .  We do not f e e l  
we c o u ld  be making the o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  s t r i d e s  we are  w i t h ­
out the  ever-oommon g o a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and work of th e  
c h a p t e r s .

Each o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  seems to  be working in  a  manner 
which c o v e r s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  ground in  the common g o a l  
o f  t r y i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  th e  homosexual and th e  r e s t  of s o c i e t y .

As lo n g  a s  th e re  rem ains the n o w -e x is te n t  mutual r e s p e c t  
and f r i e n d l y ,  c o m p e t it iv e  c o - o p e r a t io n ,  I  can not con ce ive  
o f  a s i t u a t i o n  more b e n e f i c i a l  to  the  e n t i r e  homophile move­
ment.

We f e e l  t h a t  the  t im e has come f o r  s t i l l  another s tep  in  
our growth -  e s p e c i a l l y  s in c e  we are  now the only n a t io n ­
wide o r g a n iz a t io n  — t h a t  o f  working our programs to  i n ­
c lu d e  the male hom osexual.  This  does not mean membership, 
but i t  does mean o f f e r i n g  them some of the  same s i t u a t i o n s  

/  f o r  group enjoyment and a c c e p ta n c e .  Vie a re  re -o p e n in g  our 
p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s ,  p la n n in g  Gab ' n '  J a v a s  p e r io d ­
i c a l l y  t o  in c lu d e  the male homosexual, and are  now i n c r e a s ­
in g  the s o c i a l  fu n c t io n s  which th e y  may a t te n d .

As you have p ro b a b ly  n o t i c e d ,  although  our magazine has 
a lw a ys  worked to  be one of i n t e r e s t  to  both men and women, 
we are  now running a s p e c i a l  "M asculine  V iew point"  s e c t io n  
in  which we more than e v e r  welcome opinions from our male 
r e a d e r s .  T h i s ,  a lo n g  w ith  our continued  coverage of the 
o th e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s '  work and c o n v en t io n ,  w i l l  make f o r  
added in fo r m a t io n  to  a l l  our homophile r e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  as 
th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e a d e r s .

Along the l i n e  of e d u c a t in g  the homophile, we have a ls o  
ta k en  t h i s  l i t e r a l l y  and, as  you know, s t a r t e d  the Blanche 
U. Baker Memorial S c h o la r s h ip  Fund, This  fund i s  i n c r e a s in g  
c o n s t a n t l y  through d o n a t io n s  from i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a s  w e l l  as 
from our c h a p t e r s .  We hope a growing number o f  people  w i l l  
see  th e  b e n e f i t  we f e e l  to be in  t h i s  program and w i l l  con­
t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  grow th.

As a w h ole ,  we f e e l  th a t  th e  Daughters of B i l i t i s  has stepped 
o f f  onto anoth er  p la t e a u  and i s  r a p i d l y  moving ahead in  i t s  
aims and g o a l s  in  a manner which a l l  who have had a p a r t  in  
i t  can be proud o f .

J a y e  B e l l ,  P r e s id e n t

BLANCHE M. BAKER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

^ r o  CWfTPIErilJrlCNS c/o DOB, 1232 liARKET ,jT., S . F. 2 , CALIF.
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The problem of the sex o ffen d er, the veteran  with l e s i
than h onorable  d i s c h a r g e ,  and o th e r s  J u s t  r e l e a s e d  from

c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was t a c k l e d  a t  th e  e ig h th  a n -  
naul c o n fe re n c e  of  the t la t ta o h ln e  S o c i e t y ,  I n c . ,  a t  the  
Hotel V7hitcomb in  San F r a n c i s c o  o v er  Labor Day week end.

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  employment and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  th e se  
people  was d i s c u s s e d  by a p an e l  of  p erso n s  d e a l in g  d i r e c t ­
l y  in  the  f i e l d .

In opening the s u b j e c t ,  Don L u c a s ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  d i r e c ­
t o r  of  th e  M attach ine  S o c i e t y ,  who p r e s i d e d ,  p o in te d  up 
the id e a  of  th e s e  p eo p le  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  of v a lu e  to  so­
c i e t y ,  not as  c r im in a l s  p e r  s e .  He asked  what cou ld  be 
done to  educate  the p u b l ic  and how th e y  cou ld  be helped  
in  Job p lacem ent .

"We have not o p e ra te d  on a  two-way b a s i s , "  adm itted  J o ­
seph R. Rowan, Western D i r e c t o r ,  C i t i z e n s  A ction  Program, 
N a t io n a l  C ouncil  on Crime and D e linq uen cy ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  
"We have not been l e t t i n g  th e  p u b l ic  know o f  th e  problem . 
Most o f  our a c t i v i t y  has  been behind c lo s e d  d o o r s , "

Mr. Rowan c i t e d  two main problem s: 1 ,  p u b l ic  a p a th y ;  2 ,
people  in  the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs have not Informed 
the p u b l i c ,  a s  th e y  s h o u ld .

"We need i n f u s i o n  of  new id e a s  and new b lo o d , "  he s a i d ,  
f o r  the b i g  Job o f  ch ang ing  the p u b l i c  imago o f  th e  o f ­
f e n d e r .  T h is  could  be done th rough  r a d io  and TV and 
p u b l ic  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  but i t  must In v o lv e  top l e v e l  c i t i ­
zens on a committee l e v e l .

THE IDEA OP HALF-WAY HOUSE

M rs. L i l l i a n  E .  S t o d io k ,  s e c r e t a r y .  A l l i e d  F e l lo w s h ip  
S e r v i c e ,  Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o l d  about the  "Half-W ay 
House" i d e a ,  a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  which g i v e s  pa­
r o l e e s  f r i e n d s h i p ,  c o u n s e l l i n g  and tem porary  h o u s in g .  
The o f f e n d e r s  are  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  own r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,

and in  o p e ra t in g  t h e i r  own p r o j e c t ,  can help the p u b l ic  
to  u n d e rs ta n d .  As i n d i v i d u a l s  have been helped by t h i s  
group a c t i v i t y ,  th e y  in  tu rn  become r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the 
next p a r o le e s  th a t  th e y  might have the  same o p p o r tu n ity ,

Ja n  M a r in i s s e n .  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  S e c r e t a r y ,  American F r ie n d s  
S e r v ic e  Committee, San F r a n c i s c o ,  t o ld  of  work he had been 
doing a t  San Quentin p r i s o n  in  t r y i n g  to g e t  employment 
f o r  the p r i s o n e r  b e fo re  h i s  r e l e a s e .  The stum bling b lock  
i s  to  o b ta in  p e rm is s io n  f o r  the p r i s o n e r ’ s temporary r e ­
le a s e  in  the cu sto d y  of some r e s p o n s ib le  person f o r  i n ­
t e r v ie w  p u rp o s e s .  Attempts in  b r in g in g  the employer to 
the p r i s o n  have proved d e t r im e n ta l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,

C h a r le s  Iv .®lis ,  S e l e c t i v e  Placement In te r v ie w  D i v i s i o n ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  S ta te  Department of  Employment, San F r a n c i s c o ,  
noted th a t  i f  good judgs^eiit was p r a c t i c e d  in  p la c in g  i n ­
d i v i d u a l s  in  the r i g h t  Jo b ,  t h i s  would make i t  p o s s ib le  
f o r  o t h e r s  to  be h e lp e d .

WHO CAN GET OTHERS INTERESTED?

"We need the kind of  people  who can g e t  o th e rs  I n t e r e s t e d  
in  the problem , "Mr. Rowan p o in te d  o u t ,  "and t h i s  must 
extend beyond the  do-gooder c l a s s . "  He suggested  top l e ­
v e l  c i t i z e n s  and i n d u s t r i a l  l e a d e r s .  The s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a d ju s te d  o f f e n d e r ,  t o o ,  could be used as  an example,

Mr. G i lb e r t  t o l d  of  an o ccas io n  when a p u b l ic  committee 
was brought to  a p r i s o n  in  Texas to  observe f i r s t - h a n d  
the p r i s o n  h a b i t a t .  They a r r i v e d  in  the evening and so 
were housed ov er  n ig h t  in  the c e l l s .  Although t h i s  was 
p ro b a b ly  a gimmick, i t  was an e f f e c t i v e  way t o  b r in g  home 
the p o i n t .

WHAT EMPLOYMENT OPEN TO OFFENDERS?

Mr. Iv e n s  seemed t o  th in k  th a t  einything in  the s e r v ic e  
type i n d u s t r i e s  ( w a i t e r s ,  e t c . )  would be more open to  a 
sex  o f f e n d e r  p a r o le e  than any other type  o f  employment.

The p an e l  a greed  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  the sex  o f fe n d e r  would 
have a b e t t e r  ohanoe f o r  employment than a  t h i e f ,  f o r  
in s t a n c e ,  s in c e  the t h i e f  would pose a g r e a t e r  t h r e a t  to  
the em ployer .



Mr. O i lb e r t  p o in te d  out t h a t  I f  th e  p a r o le e  had o f f e n ­
s iv e  m annerisms, he would have to  make a  ohoioe -  which 
was more im p o rta n t  to  him -  the  job  or h i s  I d io s y n c r a o i e s »

When asked i f  i t  was w ise to  r e f e r  to  a re c o rd  or  a  l e s s  
than honorable  d i s c h a r g e  when s e e k in g  employment, Mr.
G i l b e r t  a d v i s e d ,  "T ry  to  be vague w ith out b e in g  u n t ru t h ­
f u l . "  Por exam ple , in  t r y i n g  to  p la c e  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  he 
might sa y  t h a t  t h i s  person  has  had an em otional problem , 
but has been r e h a b i l i t a t e d  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .

He s a id  he a lw a y s  found t h i s  to  be a dilemma in  th e se  
d e a l i n g s ,  s in c e  th e  st igm a a t t a c h e d  to  the s e x  o f fe n d e r  
p er  se could  keep the p erso n  from g e t t i n g  the Jo b .

A NEW BOOK ON -  *SEX»

Thane W alker ,  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  and Dean of  The P ró s p e ro s  Aca­
demy in  H onolu lu ,  announced a t  the  banquet h i s  p r e s e n t  p ro ­
j e c t ,  w r i t i n g  o f  a new book d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s u b je c t  o f  s e x .  
He s a i d  t h a t  he had been lo o k in g  forw ard  to  doing t h i s  f o r  
a number of  y e a r s  because  he f e l t  t h a t  most books on the 
s u b je c t  of s e x ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  d e a l in g  w ith  homosex­
u a l i t y ,  w e re ,  f o r  the most p a r t ,  m is le a d in g  and c o n t r a d ic ­
t o r y  in  th e m s e lv e s .

Here Thane has been a  p r a c t i c i n g  a n a l y s t  f o r  many y e a r s  and 
has c o u n s e l le d  th o usand s  who in  one way or anoth er  are  
t r o u b le d  w ith  s e x  p ro b le m s.  So f a r ,  t h i s  y e a r ,  h i s  f i l e s  
co n ta in  the  case  h i s t o r i e s  of 22$ young men, most of  whom 
are  in  the armed s e r v i c e s ,  s t a t io n e d  in  H onolulu . Only 25 
of th e se  young p eo p le  were aware of  t h e i r  homosexual t e n ­
d e n c i e s ,  i f  such were the c a s e .  Often t im e s ,  on ly  under the 
in f lu e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  had th e y  been a b le  t o  admit such d e­
s i r e s  to  th e m s e lv e s .  The problem in  t h e r a p y .  Thane adm it­
t e d ,  was to  d i s c o v e r  whether the case  was the one of t ru e  
h o m o se x u a li ty  or a pseudo s t a t e .  I t  rem ains im portant to  
the p a t i e n t  t h a t  he become a c q u a in te d  w ith  h i s  in n e r  d r i v e s  
and r e c o g n iz e  them, even though th e y  be on the f r i n g e  a r e a  
of h o m o s e x u a l i ty .

The a n a l y s t ' s  g r e a t e s t  problem I s  combating the c e n t u r y -  
old  id e a  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and, of  c o u r s e ,  s o c i a l  s t i g ­
ma. I t  i s  im p o rta n t  to  note t h a t  u n le s s  we are  b le  to  
understand  and f o l l o w  a n a t u r a l  Im p u lse ,  th e  d r iv e  tu r n s

to n e u ro t lo ls m  in  the m a jo r i t y  of  c a s e s .  Too many become 
even more l o s t ,  and in  t im e ,  become p s y c h o t i c .  The suc­
c e s s  of  T h an e 's  advanced t h e o r i e s  and t h e r a p y ,  a s  a p p l ie d  
to  f r i n g e  c a s e s ,  i s  p o in te d  up in  the f a c t  t h a t  he has 47 
nam esakes, who a re  the o f f s p r i n g  of  s u c c e s s fu l  m a rr ia g e s  
f o l lo w i n g  t h e r a p y .  Although s o c i e t y  might applaud t h i s  
as the on ly  s u c c e s s  to  be found, th e re  are  a l s o  the c a s e s  
of happy, w e l l - a d ju s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have not m arr ied ,  
but a re  l e a d in g  c r e a t i v e ,  f u l f i l l i n g  l i v e s .

TOO PEW UNDERSTAND NATURE OP SELF

The key to  s u c c e s s f u l  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e  sounds r a t h e r  s im p le ,  
u n t i l  you r e a l i z e  how few people understand the n a tu re  of 
t h e i r  own b e in g .  The arobi-sexual n atu re  of  a l l  mankind, 
whether th e y  know i t  or n o t ,  i s  p r e s e n t  a t  b i r t h  and con­
t i n u e s  t h e r e a f t e r  a s  the  d o u b le fo ld  c r e a t i v e  energy  of 
l i f e .  Once t h i s  i s  u n d e rsto o d ,  the veneer of  h e te ro s e x u ­
a l i t y  or h o m o se x u a li ty  w i l l  become l e s s  q u a l i f y i n g  as  a 
s o c i a l  s tand ard  and on ly  i n d i v i d u a l l y  im portant a s  e i t h e r  
s t a t e  means s a t i s f a c t i o n  and f u l f i l l m e n t .

"With the d ropping of the atomic bomb on H iro sh im a ,"  Thane 
e x p la in e d ,  "we shut the door on the p a s t , "  And j u s t  a s  a 
new mathematics had to  be evolved  and accep ted  and old  f a l l ­
a c i e s  had to  be g iv e n  up in  ord er  to  understand m atter and 
i t s  s u b s ta n c e ,  so man must come to  the new equation  of 
h i m s e l f .  Every  b e in g  on the fa c e  of the e a r t h  i s  born 
male and fe m a le ,  whether he a c c e p ts  t h i s  t r u t h  or n o t .  To 
I l l u s t r a t e  t h i s ,  a  comparison to  e l e c t r i c i t y  was u se d .  The 
b i - f a c e t e d  n atu re  o f  e l e c t r i c  I t j  i s  con ta c te d  through male 
p lu g s  and fem ale  s o c k e t s ,  but th e y  are o n ly  f u n c t i o n a l  ap­
p a r a t u s  and not the  e ssen ce  and be ing of  e l e c t r i c i t y .

Pure s c ie n c e  has reached  an und erstan d in g  of  the n atu re  of  
man which i s  f a r  in  advance o f  r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  dog­
ma. With our world  on the b r in k  of  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
th e re  i s  J u s t  a s  much ev id ence  of  a  b r ig h t  new hope f o r  the  
f u t u r e .  Our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  on ly  t o  overhau l Our own 
s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  con cepts  w ith  the same k ind of s t r a i g h t  
th in k in g  which has brought to  s c ie n c e  the knowledge of  
the energy of  the  cosmos and of  man a s  a n a t i v e  of  e t e r n i t y .

(Continued on page I9)



Bergler on the Bir
VlHEN A PANEL OF THREE PSYCH IATRISTS BROADCASTS OVER THE A IR  

IWVES A FLEA TO CONSIDER HOIvlOSEXUALS AS NEITHER CRIMINAL NOR 

IMMORAL, THEN MOST "ENLIGHTENED" LISTEN ERS WILL FEEL THAT 

THE CASE OF ENLIGHTENMENT IS  BEING SERVED. WHEN THESE THREE 

PSYCH IATRISTS PLEAD TO HOMOSEXUALS THAT THEY ARE NOT CRIM I­

NAL BUT ONLY IL L  -  AND CURABLE -  THEN THEIR MESSAGE WILL 

SEEM HELPFUL AND O PTIM ISTIC , OR HYPOTHETICAL AND AMBIGU­

OUS, DEPENDING UPON THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE "ENLIGHTENED"

L IST E N E R . Th i s  p a r t ic u l a r  p a n e l  CONSIDERED THAT THEIR 

MESSAGE VAS  AN O PTIM ISTIC ONE. THE PANEL '.« S  COMPOSED OF 

D R. Edmund B e r g l e r  o f  New  Yo r k  b a l a n c e d  b y  o r .  Cl i f f o r d  

SCOTT OF THE CANADIAN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTE AND DR. IRWIN 

s t e n g l e  o f  S h e f f i e l d ,  En g l a n d .  Th i s  b r o a d c a s t ,  w h ich  w as

HEARD RECENTLY OVER RADIO STATION KPFA-FM IN BERKELEY,

Ca l i f o r n i a , w as r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  i/i/o rld  Ps y c h i a t r i c  Co n g r e s s

IN MONTREAL, CANADA,

Th e  PARTICIPANTS WERE PRETTY MUCH IN AGREEMENT, NOT ONLY IN 

THEIR VIEV/ THAT HOMOSEXUALITY CAN BE TREATED SUCCESSFULLY,

BUT IN THEIR IM PLICIT ASSUMPTION THAT SUCH TREATMENT, AND 

"M O DIFICATIO N", IF  NOT CURE, IS  WITHOUT QUESTION D ESIR A B LE .

Th u s  Or .  S c o t t  p o in t e d  out  t h a t  imany HOt.iosExuALS do n o t  want 

TREATMENT BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT "A  MUCH BETTER L IF E  

IS  P O S S IB L E ."  VlHEN HOMOSEXUALS DISCOVER, TO THEIR SU R P R ISE , 

THAT THEY CAN CHANGE THEN, DR. SCOTT SUGGESTED, THE REWARDS 

OF A HAPPIER L IF E  WILL BE T H E IR S .

Ap a r t  fro m  a n y  q u e s t io n  o f f a c t  a s  t o  c u r a b i l i t y ,  it  i s  c u r io u s

THAT THE PUBLIC RARELY HEARS, IN PROFESSIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON 

TH IS SU B JE C T , ANY QUESTION RAISED A S TO THE UNSPOKEN PREMISE 

REFERRED TO ABOVE. VlHAT IS  NORIMAL MUST BE BEST FOR EACH AND 

A L L , IT IS  P R E SU 1EO, AND MUST LEAD TO GREATEST HAPPINESS FOR 

EACH AND A L L . HOMOSEXUALITY IS  NOT NORMAL; THEREFORE, IT CAN­

NOT EVER BE BEST FOR THE INDIVIDUAL AND CANNOT LEAD TO ANYONE’ S

H A PPIN ESS. Mig h t  i t  not b e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h in k in g  p e r s o n s  o f 

BROAD SYMPATHIES AND ACTIVE IMAGINATIONS ARE SOMEIIHAT MORE HUM­

BLE IN THEIR JUDGMENT AS TO THE ROADS TO HAPPINESS? ONE IS  LED 

TO THINK OF IMONTESQUiEU'S SA TIR E ON THE I8TH CENTURY P A R ISIA N S:

Í

Í

"V1MAT AN EXTRAORDINARY THING (TO BE A P E R SIA N ). HOW ^  ANYONE 

BE PERSIAN ?"

DR. B e r g l e r  h i m s e l f ,  a s  m o st  r e a d e r s  p r o b a b l y  know,  s p e c i a l i z e s

IN A PARTICUUAR EXPLANATION FOR HOMOSEXUALITY WHICH STRESSES THE 

m a s o c h is t ic  A SPEC T, IN THIS BROADCAST HE PUT IT A S FOLLOWS:

"A  HOMOSEXUAL IS  A MAN WHO ACQUIRED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD THE UN­

CONSCIOUS WISH, OR TENDENCY, TO BE MISTREATED BY A V«MAN." HE 

I S ,  THEREFORE, A FU GITIVE FROM V«MEN, WHO UNCONSCIOUSLY SEEKS 

FROM kEN THE SAME MISTREATMENT HE FORI^RLV SOUGHT FROM WOMEN. 

Ho m o se x u a l s ,  s a y s  B e r g l e r ,  u n c o n s c io u s l y  viiant to  b e  a r r e s t e d .  

Ho m o se x u a ls  who m a r r y  (m is c a l l e d  b i s e x u a l s ,  in  h i s  o p i n i o n ) ,  

u n c o n s c io u s l y  c o n st r u c t  a  s it u a t i o n  w here THE WIFE FINDS OUT. 

Ho m o se x u a ls  who, a t  t h e  u n c o n sc io u s  l e v e l , t r u l y  do not » nt to  

BE "CLRED" a r e  DEEPLY MASOCHISTIC.

WHAT SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT ALL T H IS , BESID ES ASKING FOR THE E V I­

DENCE? It IS  not n e c e s s a r y  t o  go so  f a r  a s  to  DISPUTE THE EX­

ISTENCE OF PSYCHIC MASOCHISM, OR EVEN THE P O S S IB IL IT Y  THAT IT 

MAY EXPLAIN SOME HOMOSEXUALITY. (NO L E SS AN AUTHORITY THAN

Ha r r y  S t a c k  S u l l i v a n ,  tho ugh ,  had  l i t t l e  u s e  fo r  t h e  c o n c ep t

AT A L L .)  BUT A VENERABLE ENGLISH THINKER NAMED WILLIAM OF OCCAM 

BACK IN THE I4 TH CENTURY SAID "E N T IT IE S  ARE NOT TO BE MULTIPLIED 

BEYOND N E C E S S IT Y ," WHICH FREELY TRANSLATED INTO SIMPLER ENGLISH 

READS: WHY INVENT A COMPLICATED EXPLANATION IF  A SIMPLER ONE

WILL DO? Lo t s  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  to  do l o t s  o f  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  d i f ­

f e r e n t  FROM t h e  norm ,  t h a t  may not b e  POPULARLY APPROVED O F ,, 

THAT MIGHT EARN THEN CENSURE, OR GET TTHEM IN TROUBLE. RELIGIOUS 

D ISSEN TERS, PO LITICAL MAVERICKS, AND SPACE EXPLORERS MIGHT LIK E 

LIVING DANGEROUSLY BECAUSE THEY ARE ¡MASOCHISTIC, BUT THEY JUST 

MIGHT CONCEIVABLY L IK E  THEIR PREFERRED FORM OF A CTIV ITY _IN SP IT E 

O F, NOX-jeCAUSE O F, IT S POTENTIAL OR ACTUAL DISADVANTAGES. NOT

A PERFECT ANALOGY, PERHAPS. YET B ERG LER 'S ATTEMPT TO T IE  UP 
I

HOMOSEXUALITY WITH WHAT HE CALLS "IN JU S T IC E  COLLECTING" APPEARED 

TO BE BASED ON MERE ASSERTION. IT WAS PARTICULARLY UNCONVINCING 

SIN CE BEP(GLER HIMSELF CONFESSED THAT "IN JU S T IC E  COLLECTING" MAY 

OR MAY NOT INVOLVE HOMOSEXUALITY. HE DIO NOT STATE WHAT KINDS 

OF "IN JU S T IC E  COLLECTING" DO AND WHAT KINDS DO NOT LEAD TO HOMO­

SEXUALITY; YET HE CONSIDERED IT A FAR MORE IMPORTANT SIGN-POST 

OF MALE HOMOSEXUALITY THAN FEM ININITY IN MEN.

On e  m em ber  o f t h e  p a n e l  -  Or .  s t e n g l e  -  p o in t e d  o ut  t h a t  d r .



B E R G L E R 'S  THEORY DIO NOT EXPLAIN EVERYTHING; HE EVEN SU 3GESTED 

THAT BERGLER’ S  PATIENTS (WHOM BERGLER CLAIMS GREAT SUCCESS IN 

CURING) ivlAY NOT BE A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE OF HOMOSEXUALS. IT 

WAS CURIOUS TO NOTE THAT D R. BERGLER PERSISTED  IN REFERRING TO 

"THE TYPICAL HOMOSEXUAL" A S THE ONE VIHOM "WE S E E "  IN OUR PSY­

CHIATRIC p r a c t i c e .

Th e r e  '.iAS so m e d i s c u s s i o n  c f  t h e  Kallm an  Tw in  S t u d i e s ,  in t r o ­

d u c ed  BY Dr. S t e n g l e .  As  r e a d e r s  ¿(a y  know,  Ka llm a n  fo un d  t h a t  

FOR 905^ OF id e n t ic a l  (ONE-EGG) TWINS REARED TOGETHER, AND FOR 

1%  OF THOSE REARED APART, BOTH TWINS 'jvERE FOUND TO BE HOMO­

SEXUAL. Th e  PERCENTAGES WERE D ISTINCTLY LOWER FOR NON-1DENTI CAL 

(t t o - e g g ) TW INS. Th i s  i s  u s u a l l y  c it e d  a s  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  h e r e ­

d i t a r y  B A S IS  FOR HOIWOSEXUALITY. DR. SCOTT POINTED OUT, RIGH TLY, 

THAT THESE RESULTS DO NOT RULE OUT THE P O S S IB IL IT Y  OF AN ENVI­

RONMENTAL FACTOR. Id e n t i c a l  t w in s  m a y ,  b e c a u s e  o f t h e i r  v e r y  

ID EN TITY, HAVE A MORE CLOSELY SIM ILAR ENVIRONMENT THAN NON-IDEN­

TIC AL TW INS. EVEN IF HEREDITY DOES PLAY A PART, DR. STEN3LE 

iWUNTAINED, HOMOSEXUALITY CAN S T IL L  BE TREATED AND MODIFIED.

Pe r h a p s  i t  c a n .  Th e r e  s e e m s  t o  t h i s  w r it e r  t o  b e  no n e e d  fo r

HOMOSEXUALS TO R E SIST  TH IS P O S S IB IL IT Y , AS MANY SEEM TO DO.

(Th e y  t o l l d  b e  r i g h t , t h o u g h ,  in  a s k in g  f o r  more c o n v in c in g

EVIDENCE THAN IS OFTEN PRESENTED, AND THEY WOULD BE JU S T IF IE D  

IN IN SISTIN G  THAT THE NEED AND D E SIR A B ILIT Y  OF CHANGE NOT BE 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED.) NOR DOES THERE SEEM ANY REASON FOR HOMO­

SEXUALS TO FIGHT THE P O S S IB IL IT Y , OR PRO BA BILITY , THAT THERE ARE 

IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL OR DEVELOPMENTAL A SP EC TS. l/iHAT WE 

REALLY NEED TO SA Y , AND KEEP ON SAYIN G, IN TH IS W RITER'S OPINION, 

ARE THE FOLLOWING THINGS:

I .  An y  GENERALIZATION MADE ABOUT THE UNCONSCIOUS WISHES OF ANY 

GROUP IS  SUSPECT UNLESS IT  IS  PLAIN THAT IT IS  BASED ON ANALY­

S I S  OF A REPRESENTATIVE SA liPLE; FURTHERMORE, IT SHOULD BE ACCOM­

PANIED BY A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT THEORIES ABOUT UNCONSCIOUS 

WISHES ARE NOT EA SILY  CAPABLE OF PROOF.

Z. A DEPARTURE FROM "NORMAL" SEXUALITY NEED NOT BE UNDESIRABLE 

PER S E ,  AMO NEED NOT BE THOUGHT OF AS AUTOMATICALLY REQUIRING 

"CO RRECTIO N", WITHOUT CLOSE CONSIDERATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL CASE.

-  FLORENCE CONRAD

TV Critics Praise ‘Rejected’
San F r a n o is o o  r a d io  and TV o o lu n n ls t s  waxed e n t h u s i a s t i c  
about th e  h o u r - lo n g  p r e s e n t a t io n  of  "The R e je c t e d " ,  TV’ s 
f i r s t  symposium on h o m o se x u a li ty  produced f o r  nationwide 
showing by KftED, S . P . ’ s e d u c a t io n a l  s t a t i o n .

S a id  Terrence  O 'P la h e r ty  of the  "San F r a n c is c o  C h ro y iic le " ,  
"KftED was courageous to  t a c k l e  what I s  perhaps'-the most 
taboo s u b je c t  o f  a l l  -  h o m o se x u a li ty ,  the  permanent under­
ground. A l e t t e r  from S t a n le y  Mosk, the  A ttorn ey  General 
of C a l i f o r n i a ,  opened the show and se t  the tone f o r  the 

d i s c u s s i o n :

" I t  cannot be d is m is se d  by s im ply  ig n o r in g  I t s  
p r e s e n c e .  We might J u s t  a s  w e l l  r e f u s e  to  d i s ­
cuss  a lc o h o l is m  or n a r c o t i c s  a d d i c t io n ,  as  to  r e ­
fu se  to  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I t  cannot be swept 
under the r u g .  I t  w i l l  not go away by i t s e l f .
There i s  need to  o a s t  l i g h t  in t o  an a r e a  in  which 
the shadows have long been d e e p . "

Dwight Newton of th e  "San Pran o isoo  Examiner" noted th a t  
th e  program "was handled s o b e r ly ,  ca lm ly  and in  g r e a t  depth 
from th e  p o i n t s  of  v iew  of Dr. M argaret Meade, an th ro p o lo ­
g i s t ;  Dr, K a r l  Bowman, p s y c h i a t r i s t ;  M orris  Low enthal,  and 
A lb e rt  B endioh, a t t o r n e y s ;  Thomas Lynch, San F r a n c is c o  
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y ;  Dr. Erwin B r a f f ,  U .S .  P u b l ic  H ealth  
S e r v i c e ;  Rabbi A lv in  P in e ,  The Ht. Rev. James A. P ik e ,  
E p is c o p a l  Bishop of C a l i f o r n i a ;  and members of the Mat- 
tao h in e  S o c i e t y ,  "Most agreed  t h a t  a d u lt  hom osexuali ty  
should not be a c r im e ."

Mr, Newton o f f e r e d  " c o n g r a t u la t io n s  to  KOED and t o  the 
program ’ s w r i t e r ,  John W, R e a v l s ,  J r . ,  f o r  adding another 

c u b it  to  TV’ s m a t u r i t y . "

Some of the documented comments must have s u p r is e d  most 
v ie w e r s :  " T h i r t y - s e v e n  p e r  cent of a l l  American males
have had a t  l e a s t  one homosexual e xperien ce  a f t e r  a d o le -  
s o e n c e . " . , . " L a w s  aimed a t  c o n t r o l l i n g  homosexual conduct 
are  f r e q u e n t l y  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  t o t a l l y  i r r a t i o n a l  and



have proved to  be u n e n f o r o e a b le . ” « . . " I t  i s n ' t  found on ly  
in  b ig  c i t i e s ,  but everyw h ere ,  in  e v e ry  sm all  community," 
. , . " 75 ^ of the m ales In  C a l i f o r n i a  w ith  e a r l y  i n f e c t i o u s  

s y p h i l i s  have a c q u ire d  i t  from oth er  m a l e s , " T h e  only  
p la c e s  in  Europe where o r d in a r y  h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  a crime 
i s  Communist R u s s ia ,  West Germany and Great B r i t a i n , " . . ,  
" P le n t y  o f  male homosexuals are  broad sh o u ld e re d ,  s tro n g  
and the epitome of m a s c u l i n i t y . "

Rabbi P in e :  " I t  i s  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  Judaism  t h a t  h o-
s e x u a l  p r a c t i c e  i s  s t i l l  h eld  to  be imm oral, but moral 
problem t h a t  i t  i s ,  we should re g a rd  and t r e a t  i t  a s  a 
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i l l n e s s  r a t h e r  than a c r im e , "

Bishop P ik e :  "A homosexual i s  l i k e  anyone e l s e  w ith  an
i l l n e s s  and should  be cared  f o r  as  such, w ith  lo v e  and 
concern and i n t e r e s t }  not c a s t i n g  them a s i d e ,  not l a b e l l  
l i n g  them a s  e v i l . . . "

Harold C a l l ,  p r e s id e n t  of the M attachine S o c i e t y :  "B y  M d
l a r g e ,  i f  th e s e  law s were changed, we might f i n d  th a t  
the homosexual i s  no d i f f e r e n t  from anyone e l s e  ex ce p t  
p erhap s  in  h i s  ch o ice  of an o b je c t  of h i s  l o v e . "

The program ended v:ith the n a r r a t o r  s a y in g ,  " P e r h a p s ,  w ith  
more f a c t s  and more argum ents, w i l l  come the b e g in n in g s  of 
u n d e r s ta n d in g . "

T r a n s c r i p t s  of the program ($1 p er  copy) a re  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
KJED, 5 25 - 4 th  S t . ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,

* * * * *

65 Freed  in  'Gay B a r '  Case

Charges were d is m is se d  a g a in s t  a l l  but s i x  o f  7 1  p e rso n s  
who were scheduled  f o r  a "m ass" t r i a l  b e fo r e  a ju r y  as  de« 
f  ndants  in  the Tay-Bush R e sta u ra n t  " g a y "  r a i d  re p o rted  
in  the September LADDER, The 65 d is m is s e d ,  in c lu d in g  9 
women, r e c e i v e d  a s te rn  w arning from San F r a n c i s c o  Muni­
c i p a l  Jiiuge Raymond J ,  O'Connor. T h e ir  d is c h a r g e  was 
g ran te d  on a motion by Deputy D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  A1 Wol­
le n b e r g ,  J r . ,  a f t e r  the owner of the b a r .  Bob Joh nso n , 
had p le a d ed  g u i l t y  to  c h a r g e s  of running d i s o r d e r l y  
house and p e r m it t in g  dancing in  u n l ic e n s e d  p re m is e s .

FOR WANT OP A CHANCE .  . .

(Continued from page I3 )

S . F ,  STEP-DP i n  FELONY CONVICTIONS REVEALED

In the Sunday s e s s io n  devoted  to  p r o j e c t s  be ing conducted 
in  the  homophile movement, the M attaoblne S o c ie t y  re p o rte d  
on the  t re n d  of th e  San F r a n c is c o  p o l i c e  department in  
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  the c o u r t s  to  s tep  up a r r e s t s  and con­
v i c t i o n s  where h o m o se x u a li ty  i s  I n v o lv e d .

Most of  the  c a s e s  p r i o r  t o  I36 0  were misdemeanors, though 
now t h e r e  i s  an obvious  push f o r  f e l o n y  c o n v ic t i o n s .  Dur­
in g  the f i r s t  f i v e  months o f  I960 th e re  were no c o n v ic t io n s  
w h a tso e v e r .  From June i960 to  December I960 th e re  were 
29 c o n v ic t i o n s  and $3^^^ c o l l e c t e d  in  f i n e s .  During t h i s  
p er io d  on ly  one p erso n  was found not g u i l t y .  Prom Ja n u a ry  
19 6 1  to  June 19 6 1  t h e r e  were 77  oa-ses and $ 19 ,675  In  f i n e s .  
Again on ly  one p erso n  waS found not g u i l t y .  Sen ten ces  meted 
out were s i x  months suspended and one to  th r e e  y e a r s  p roba­
t io n  w it h  $100  to  $35 0  f i n e  depending upon which of  the 
th ree  Ju d ge s  heard  the c a s e .  An a c t u a l  J a i l  sentence was 
not g iv e n  u n le s s  a  minor was I n v o lv e d .

A l l  o f  th e s e  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  f e l o n y  ch arg e s  where so­
domy was in v o l v e d .  Most of  the a r r e s t s  were made from 
the p u b l i c  r e s t  rooms in  department s t o r e s  or bowling 
a l l e y s  where th e  p o l i c e  m ainta in ed  " le g a l  peeping toms" 
behind two-way m i r r o r s .

I t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  some 40  to  60 a r r e s t s  a re  made p er  
week on misdemeanor c h a r g e s ,  th e re  be in g  more of  th ese  
stemming from the  " g a y  b a r s " .

O bviously  h o m o se x u a l i ty  has  become " b i g  b u s in e s s  " t o  the 
o i t y  of  San F r a n o ls o o .

ONE, IN C ., PLANS NEW BOOK

B i l l  Lambert o f  One, I n c . ,  annotmoed t h a t  a  new book 
would be p u b l is h e d  soon based on r e s e a r c h  s t u d ie s  on f a ­
mous p eo p le  in  h i s t o r y  who were hom osexuals .  He s a id  
th a t  more a t t e n t i o n  should  be padd to  h i s t o r y  by a l l  the 
homophile g r o u p s .



DOB CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
THE DATE HAS BEEN SET -  JUNE 2 3 - 2 4 ,  I9 6 2 . Th E PLACE IS  LOS 

/ÁNGELES, Ca l i f o r n i a .  Th e  e v e n t  -  t h e  sec o n d  Na t io n a l  Co n v e n t io n  

OF THE Da u g h t e r s  o f  b i u t i s , In c .

DWRFING ALL OTHER A C T IV IT IE S  AT TH IS TIME ARE THE LOS ANGELES 

CHAPTER'S PLANS FOR THE '6 2  CONVENTION. A REGULAR SCHEDLLE OF 

V/ORK PARTIES IS  UNDER IVAY WITH A VERITABLE BARRAGE OF LETTERS 

MOVING OUT TO ARRANGE FOR SUITABLE ACCOMMODATIONS AND A PROGRAM 

OF d y n a m ic  SPEAKERS, PANELS AND ENTERTAINI1ÍENT FOR THE WEEK END.

Ho p e s  a r e  h ig h  f o r  p r e s e n t in g  s p e a k e r s  from  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h e  law

WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE PROMULGATION OF THE MODEL PENAL 

Co de b y  Th e  Am e r ic a n  Law In s t i t u t e ; from  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e n t e r t a in ­

m ent  WITH EMPHASIS ON THE PRODUCTION OF CONTROVERSIAL HOMOPHILE 

THEME MOVIES AND P LA Y S; THE FIE LD  OF RELIGION TO PRESENT THE VIEW­

POINTS OF THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS GROUPS -  AND A SPEAKER OF MAJOR PRO­

PORTIONS TO BE FEATURED AT THE LUNCHEON.

Ba n q u et  p l a n s  a t  t h e  i Ioment c a l l  f o r  e n t e r t a in m e n t  r a t h e r  th an  

ED IFICA TIO N . OF COURSE, TIME HAS BEEN ALLOTTED FOR THE SOCIAL 

g a t h e r in g  o f our m e m b e r s  BOTH AT A RECEPTION FOR OUT-OF-TOVKM 

GUESTS AND AT A GRAND GET-TOGETHER PARTY.

HOPE THAT EVERY MEMBER OF DOB, EVERY SUBSCRIBER TO THE U D D ER , 

EVERY FRIEND OF THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT WILL P U N  TO ATTEND THE 

CONVENTION. ATTEND, AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS WHO ARE NOT YET AC­

QUAINTED WITH THE l'X)RK THAT DOB IS  DOING. FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 

f a r  TO TRAVEL, PLAN YOUR VACATION IN SUNNY CALIFO RN IA. THE L .A .

Ch a p t e r  (a lo n g  w it h  t h e  Lo s  An g e l e s  Ch a m b e r  o f  Co..iMe r c e ) w il l  b e  

GLAD TO OFFER ASSISTANCE IN HOUSING AND TOURIST INFORMATION.

An  ENTHUSIASTIC AND HARO VWRKING CONVENTION COMMITTEE PROMISES A 

STAR-STUDDED PROGRAM VHIQH WILL HAVE MEANING AND SIG N IFICA N CE TO 

THE HOMOFHILE MOVE.'.ENT AS A VHOLE.

S o  -  SET THE DATE A SID E NOVA JUNE 2 3 - 2 4 ,  19 6 2 . MORE INFORW - 

TION WILL BE FORTHCOMING AS TO THE PROGRAM AS IT DEVELOPS. I'llATCH 

FOR T H IS COLUi’iiN IN FUTURE ISSUES OF T i£  U JX )E R .

E D IT O R IA L
THE DANGER OF HIRING HETEROSEXUAL IÆN AND WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT 

AGENCIES WHERE VULNERABILITY TO INTIMIDATION AND BLACKMAIL MUST 

BE CONSIDERED IS  V IV ID LY CONFIRMED IN THE RECENT CASE OF FOREIGN 

SERVICE OFFICER IRVING CHAMBERS SCARBECK. MR, SCARBECK m S  

ARRESTED BY JU S T IC E  D EPT. AGENTS JUNE 1 3 ,  I 9 6 I ,  IN îliASHINGTON 

WHERE HE HAD RETURNED FROM H IS  POST A S SECOND SECRETARY IN THE

Un it e d  St a t e s  Em b a s s y  in  iyarsaw .

He had  a d m it t e d  t u r n in g  o v e r  c l a s s i f i e d  in fo r m a t io n  to a n  a g e n t  

OF Po la n d  s i n c e  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  y e a r .  S a i d  S en a t o r  J .  'm .  

F u l b r ig h t  (D) of Ar k a n s a s ,  " I t ' s  a  v e r y  sa d  ano  d i s t r e s s i n g  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  I u n d e r st a n d  t h e  root o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  m s  A WOIWAN.

I WAS in fo r m ed  a  Po l i s h  b l o n d e  se d u c e d  h im  and  t h en  b l a c k m a il e d  

H IM ." w e l l , w e ' r e  not s u r p r i s e d .  TH IS i s  not t h e  f i r s t  TIME A 

h e t e r o s e x u a l  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a  po o r  s e c u r i t y  r i s k .  Ca s e  a f t e r  

c a s e  i s  br o u g h t  t o  l i g h t ; y e t  t h e  Go vernw ent d o es  n o th in g  to  p r e ­

v e n t  t h i s  m e n a c e .  SCARBECK, A NATIVE OF BROOKLYN, HAS BEEN 

m a r r ie d  t w ic e .  H IS  PRESENT WIFE AND THEIR THREE CHILDREN, IN­

CLUDING 2 -YEAR-OLD TWINS, ARE NOIV WITH THE W IFE 'S  MOTHER IN GER­

MANY. lUlAT A PERFECT S E T -U P !

L in c o ln  k\hiTE, St a t e  d ep a r t m e n t  p r e s s  o f f i c e r ,  im p l ie d  t h a t  t h e  

INFORMATION TRANSMITTED TO POUND WAS IMPORTANT. ASKED IF THE 

CASE WAS OF MAJOR SIG N IFIC A N C E, MiR. I'lHITE REPLIED : "ANY ESPIO ­

NAGE IS  OF liiAJOR IMPORTANCE."

" I  DO NOT THINK THE CASE WOULD HAVE GONE TO THE JU S T IC E  DEPART­

MENT IF  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  s e c u r i t y  had  not b e e n  in v o l v e d , "  Mr ,  v w it e

ADDED.

Th e  more s e r i o u s  p a r t  o f  t h e  » t t e r  i s  t h a t  b y  now it  sh o u ld  b e

WELL KNOWN THAT HETEROSEXUALS ARE EXTREMELY VULNERABLE TO BLACK- 

I'/IAIL. B u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  SEEI/S to  b e  IíWOE IN ENLIGHTENING 

THE PUBLIC OR THE GOVERNMENT TO THE SITUATION. THE PRESENCE OF 

HETEROSEXUALS IN GOVERNMENT VWRK DOES OPEN THE DOOR TO INTIMIDA­

TION AND BLACKMAIL. FOR TH IS REASON THERE SHOULD BE REGUUTIONS 

TO MINIMIZE THE HIRING OF HETEROSEXUALS FOR GOVERMÆNT AGENCIES 

OR RETAINING THEM IN GOVERNMENT JO E S .



FOR "nHE SAKE OF "mE NATIONAL GOOD VIE ASK THE GOVERNMENT TO BE 

HONEST ABOUT '.'ÍHAT MAKES A SECURITY R IS K  AND ADOPT MEASURES lAHICH 

WILL PROTECT OUR NATION FROM THE THREAT OF HETEROSEXUAL SECURITY 

R IS K S ,

DON SL A  TER

Reprinted 'with permission fro»( ONE ’vAgazine (August, 19 6 1 )

LESBIANA
BY Ge n e  Damon

1 9 0 .  THE TROUBLED SEX BY CARLSON WADE. BEACON BOOKS, I 9 6 I .

"H o m o sexua lity :  Current R e se a rch  Trend s"  was theme of the
convention program p re se n te d  ov er  the Labor Day week end by 
the M attaohine S o c ie t y  of New York a t  the H otel  Commodore,

Featured  on the program were: " P o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  Improved
Laws C o verin g  Homosexuals" by Robert V. Sherw in , s e c r e t a r y  
of the S o c ie t y  f o r  the S c i e n t i f i c  Study o f  S e x ;  "The Homo­
sex u a l  in  a C r i s i s  S i t u a t i o n "  by Dr, R u s s e l l  G. L e i t e r ,  p sy ­
c h o l o g i s t ,  Portsmouth Recei'Ving H o s p i t a l ,  Ohio; "Homosexual 
John Doe: C i t i z e n ,  Consumer, F r ie n d "  by L e s l i e  Viinston of  the 
Winston Book S e r v i c e ;  "R ev iew  of R esearch  During th e  P a s t  20 
Y e a r s "  by I s a d o re  Rubin, a s s i s t a n t  p u b l i s h e r  o f  S e x o lo g y  Ma­
g a z in e ;  "Recent Approaches to  H om osexuality  in  Moral Theology" 
by Rev. W ill iam  P . Z io n ;  "Dneonsoious H om osexu ali ty "  by Dr. 
Benjamin Karpmart, c h i e f  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t ,  S t .  S l i z a b e t h ' s  Hos­
p i t a l ,  Washington, D.C,

"A r e a s  f o r  F u r th e r  R e se a rc h "  was d i s c u s s e d  by a p a n e l  i n c l u ­
ding Jo se p h  Aranow, a t t o r n e y ;  Dr, P h y l l i s  Daen, p s y c h o l o g i s t :  
Dr. N a th a n ie l  S ,  Lehrman, p s y c h i a t r i s t ;  Donald E, J ,  MaoNa- 
mara, p r e s id e n t  of  the  American S o c i e t y  of  C f i n i n b l o g y , .  and 
Rev. C, E. Egan, J r ,  M oderator was Donald Webster C o ry ,  au­
th o r  of  "The Homosexual in  A m e rica" ,

Among the many c a n d id a t e s  running f o r  s u p e r v i s o r  in  the San 
F r a n c i s c o  November e l e c t i o n s  i s  J o s e  J .  S a r r i a  who d e c la re d  
s im ply  th a t  he i s  concerned w ith  " e q u a l i t y  b e fo re  the l a w , "  
Rumor has i t  t h a t  he i s  the "h o m o s e x u a l 's  c a n d i d a t e , "  the id ea  
be in g  to  t a l l y  by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  the v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  of t h i s  
m in o r i ty  group in  the c i t y  o f  San F r a n c i s c o ,

THE USUAL CONGLOMERATION OF L IE S  AND TRUTH AND MISINFOR- 

liATION BY ACCIDENT AND MISQUOTES BY DELIBERATION. A SE R IE S 

OF CASE-HISTO RIES HIGHLY FICTIONALIZED AND BORDERING ON THE 

SEXUALLY SENSATIONAL. THE ONLY UNUSUAL AND SALVAGIIMG V IR ­

TUE IN TH IS COLLECTION IS THE AUTHOR'S HEAVY EI.PHASIS ON 

THE EXTRENE DAi/IAGE DONE TO THE PERSON BY DENYING HOMO­

SEXUAL LEANINGS AND EIW’H ASIS ON THE "N0RMALNESS" 0E "L E E = -  

BI AN ISM FOR MANY PEO PLE.

1 9 1 .  MR. BALLERINA BY RONN MARVIN. REGENCY BOOKS, I 9 6 1 .

A RATHER SAD LOOK AT THE VERY GAY WORLD OF THE BALLET, 

ACCORDING TO MR, MARVIN, EXCLUSIVELY PEOPLED WITH HOMOSEX­

UAL BOYS AND AN OCCASIONAL HOMOSEXUAL G IR L . BASICALLY 

ANOTHER OF THE CO rFLICT ST O R IES, IN WHICH ONE CHARACTER 

FIGHTS AGAINST H IS  HOMOSEXUALITY. THE SAN FRANCISCO BACK­

GROUND IS  VERY COLORFUL AND THE PRESENCE OF MAJOR LESBIAN 

CHARACTERS WILL lilAKE TH IS OF INTEREST TO LADDER READERS.

A FA IRLY GOOD F IR S T  NOVEL. W .  MARVIN WILL BEAR YilATCHING.

1 9 2 .  THE Sli'ALL ROOi.1 b y  k a y  SARTON. no rto n , 19 6 1

WITHOUT EXCEPTION TH IS IS  THE VERY BEST I'lOVEL YET WRITTEN 

U S irC  THE DEVICE OF INTRODUCING IN A WHOLLY NATURAL NANNER 

A IvAJOR LESBIAN LOVE A FFAIR TRE.'^TED IN A COMPLETELY FRANK, 

SYMPATHETIC, OFFHAND, AND UNCONCER^ED WAY, THE CONFLICTS, 

PLOT, ITS RESOLUTION AMO DEVELOPf.ENT ARE ALL DIVORCED FROti 

SEXUALITY OF THE CHARACTERS INVOLVED, AT LEAST AS FAR AS 

IT IS  PO SSIBLE TO DO TH IS WITHOUT CHARACTER DESTRUCTION. 

THERE ARE S IX  MAJOR CHARACTERS, INVOLVED IN A SCANDAL CON­

CERNING PLAGIARISM IN A W M EN'S COLLEGE. HIGHLY AND ENTHU­

SIA ST IC A LLY  RECOM EMOED TO EVERYONE. THE NOVEL IS  BEAU­

TIFU LLY WRITTEN.



" I  HAVE BEEN A READER OF THE LADOEH FOR OVER A YEAR, AND ON NIWEH- 

OUS OCCASIONS I HAVE BEEN DISTOYED BY THE FREQUENCY WITH VIHICH HO­

MOSEXUALITY AND BISEXU ALITY ARE REFERRED TO AS ABNORMAL, OR AS A 

QUIRK, OR AS A DEVIATION. 1 FEEL STRONGLY THAT THESE CONCEPTS ARE 

INACCURATE AND HARMFUL AND SHOULD HAVE NO PLACE IN OUR SO CIETY.

■ 'It  i s  t r u e  THAT THE VAST UNINFORMED MAJORITY OF OUR CULTURE THINKS 

OF THE HOMOPHILE AS BEING 'QUEER* AND DEVIANT AND ABNORMAL. (THESE 

SAi.E FUZZY THINKERS B ELIEV E THAT THE NEGRO IS  'B L A C K ' -  A CONCEPT 

EA SILY  DISPROVEN BY COMPARING ANY NEGRO SKIN TO A P IEC E OF BLACK 

P A P E R .) AcT ijIALLY, THE PREVALENT CONCEPT OF »NORMAL* IS  FAULTY AND 

IS  OFTEN USED AS A TOOL TO STRENGTHEN ALREADY EXAGGERATED DRIVES 

TOWARD CONFORMITY AND IN-GROUPNESS WITH THE M AJORITY. HOMOPHILES 

ARE AS 'NORMAL' AND AS MUCH A PART OF THE NATURAL PATTERN AS ARE 

HETEROSEXUALS OR BISEXUALS OR ANY-OTHER-KIND-OF-SEXUALS.  RED 

HAIR WAS, IN TIM ES LONG GONE B Y , VIB\EO  WITH SUSPICION OR JEERED  AT 

BECAUSE IT WAS D IFFEREN T. LEFT-HANDEDNESS WAS SOMETHING TO BE 

TRAINED OUT OF A PERSON AT ANY COST. NOW IT SEEMS S IL L Y  TO EVALU­

ATE A PERSON IN TERMS OF HAIR COLOR OR HANDEDNESS. SIM IL A R L Y , OUR 

SOCIETY MUST LEARN THAT IT IS  IRRELEVANT TO EVALUATE IN TERMS OF 

SEXUALITY.

" I f  yo u  a r e  CONGENITALLY A HOMOFHILE, ALL THE G U ILT-FEELIN G S AND 

ALL THE PSYCH IATRISTS IN THE ViORLD ARE NOT GOING TO CHANGE YOUR 

NEHDS, ANY MORE THAN THEY CAN CHANGE THE COLOR OF YOUR E Y E S , YOU 

HAVE AN EXTRA BURDEN TO DEAR AS YOU GO THROUGH L IF E  IN AN UNIN­

FORMED SO C IET Y, BUT SO -  IN THEIR OWN SPEC IA L WAYS -  HAVE A R T IS T S , 

POETS, OR ORIGINAL THINKERS OF ANY KIN D . YOUR PROBLEM IS  SUCH ONLY 

BECAUSE SOCIETY -  OF VHICH YOU ARE A PART, AND ALSO OFTEN UNIN­

FORMED, ALAS -  IS  S T IL L  UNENLIGHTENED AND UNABLE TO RELINQUISH 

EA SILY  ANY OF IT S EXISTIN G SCAPEGOAT GROUPS.

" I f  YOUR HOMOSEXUALITY IS  PRIM ARILY ENVIRONf;.ENTAL (AND I AM OF THE 

FIRJvl B E L IE F  THAT IT IS  MUCH LE SS  FREQUENT THAN SOME ViELL-ME AN ING 

BUT BLUNDERING AUTHORITIES WULO HAVE US B E L IE V E ), AND IF  IT BRINGS 

YOU MORE G R IEF THAN SATISFACTIO N S, YOU lAAY VjANT TO WORK CHANGING 

T H IS IN YOURSELF. OR YOU MAY DECIDE THAT YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO L IV E

YOLR L IF E  AS YOU SEE F IT  AND WILL IVORK TO CHANGE SO C IE T Y 'S  A TTI­

TUDE TaW RD  HOMOPHILES.

"  IN THE MOST RECENT ISSUE OF THE UDOER YOU PRINTED AN 'OPEN 

LETTER TO A LE SB IA N ' BY STERNHAUSER. THE KINDLY INTENTIONS MANI­

FESTED IN TH IS AFTTICLE MftY MAKE MY FOLLOWING C RITIC ISM S SEEM UN­

KIND , BUT I FEEL THEM NECESSARY SIN CE IT IS  APPARENT THAT THE 

AUTHOR HAS BEEN UWBLE TO DIVEST H lt« E L F , GUT-VNSE (m E R E  IT 

COUNTS), OF THE PREJUDICES HE HAS GROWN UP VNTH.

"STERm A U SER REFERS TO HOMOSEXUALITY AS A 'Q U IRK ' AND SAYS ' . . .

THERE ARE MANY OF US WHO DARE NOT BE ANYTHING MORE INTERESTING 

THAN NORivIftL. '  THE UNINTENTIONAL IMPLICATION IS THAT HETEROSEXUAL­

ITY IS  DULL BUT NORMAL WHILE HOMOSEXUALITY IS  INTERESTING BUT NOT

n o rm a l ,  so m e o f  you  m y  h a v e  r e a d  abo u t  c o i a iu n i t ie s  w hich  u se d

TO d is c a r d  THE HEART OF THE WATERMELON AS BEING UNFIT TO EA T, OR 

WOULD NOT EAT TOMATOES FOR THE SAME REASON. THERE WAS NOTHING 

WRONG WITH THE MELON OR THE TOMATO THAT DIO NOT L IE  IN THE M IS- 

EVALUATION. SIM ILA RLY, THERE IS  NOTHING QUIRKY OR ABNORMAL ABOUT 

HOMOSEXUALITY SAVE AS UNINFORMED JUDGMENT KtoKES IT SO ,

"'|\HILE IT WAS GOOD TO READ STERNHAUSER'S KINDLY GENERALIZATIONS 

a bo u t  HOMOSEXUAL SOCIETY ( i . E . ,  YOU HAVE A GREATER DEPTH OF U tCER- 

STANDING; YOU POSSESS AN EIJIPATHY WHICH 'W E' NEVER HOPE TO P O SSESS; 

YOU ARE MUCH MORE COURAGEOUS, E T C .) ,  IT IS  ALSO WELL TO KEEP IN 

M il«  THAT SUCH GENERALIZATIONS ARE SUBTLY, OFTEN UWJITTItvGLY, DEMON­

STRATIVE OF THE FACT THAT IN THE GOOD STERW A U SER'S MIND YOU ARE 

SOfcEHCXV A PEOPLE APART. SURELY MANY OF US MUST NOW BE SEN SITIV E TO 

THE SUBTLE KIND OF PREJUDICE WHICH IS  MANIFEST WHEN ONE SPEAKS OF 

HOVJ NEGROES HAVE SUCH A GOOD SENSE OF RHYTHM; OR HOW JEWS KNOW THE 

BEST EATING-PLACES; OR HOW OBEDIENT JAPANESE WIVES A RE, ETC. RE­

GARDLESS OF HOW 'UNPREJUDICED* THE PERSON MAKING THESE GENERALIZA­

TIONS i'AAY FEEL HIMSELF TO B E , NO MATTER HOW KINDLY HE MAY INTEND 

t h em  an d  how RIGHTEOUSLY INDIGNANT HE tMY  BE WHEN ACCUSED OF PRE­

JU D IC E , SUCH GENERALIZATIONS MUST BE SUSPECT. THEY ARE BUT THE 

OTHER SID E  OF THE PREJUDICE-COIN -  A BETTER SID E IT W Y SEEM, BUT 

PREJUDICE NEVERTHELESS. FOR A PERSON WHO THINKS IN THESE TERiWS IS  

SO m iO W  TRYING NOBLY TO BE GENEROUS AND OPEN-MINDED BUT, A LA S, NOT 

QUITE MAKING IT . IT WOULD BE W RE HONEST, AND PERHAPS MORE COMFOR­

TABLE TO STATE THAT NOT ALL (PERHAPS EVEN MOST) NEGROES HAVE A 

GOOD SENSE OF RHYTHM. BUT WE NOTICE THE O^ES WHO DO; THAT MANY JB ^ S  

DO NCZr KNOW THE BEST EATIN G -PLACES; AND THAT JAPANESE WIVES CAN BE



SHREW OR NOT, L IK E  OTHER W IVES, AND THAT THEY ARE PERMITTED TO D E- 

I.'ONSTRATE TH IS DIFFERENTLY IN D IFFERING CULTURES.

"•■ JE MAY BE HOMOSEXUALS, OR B ISE X U A L S, OR '.’HATEVER, BUT NO MATTER 

i'HAT A STEREOTYPE T R IE S  TO MAKE US BELIEVE ABOUT OURSELVES, '.VE ARE 

F IR S T  OF A LL PEOPLE -  NATURAL, 'NORMAL' PEOPLE IN A LARGE PATTERN 

OF HULIANITY, EACH IVITH H IS  OWN SET OF IDIOSYNCRACIES (AS VIEWED BY 

THE INTOLERANT). SOME OF US ARE iVORE EMPATHETIC, SOME ARE L E S S ;

SOME COURAGEOUS, SOME NOT. WHATEVER 'ME ARE, LET US TRY TO ACCEPT 

EACH MEMBER OF HUMANITY ON THE B A S IS  OF H IS  OWN IN TRIN SIC VX3RTH, A - 

PART FROM PREFABRICATED CONCEPTS AND PIGEON-HOLES HANDED TO US FROM 

A SOCIETY WHICH IS  BARELY IN ITS OT.N ADOLESCENCE. AND LET US NOT BE 

DIVERTED FROM TH IS BY THE TEMPTATION OF PIGEON-HOLES AND PREJUD ICES 

WHICH, L IK E  OUR WELL-ivEANING,  GOOD-HEARTED MR. STERIvHAUSER'S ARE 

MORE KINDLY INTENDED THAN SOME O THERS."

F .  B . ,  CALIFORNIA

♦   ̂  ̂ ^

"YOUR PUBLICATION HAS ALWAYS SEEN IN MY EYES ONE OF FORTHRIGHT 

M ATERIAL, IT WAS A PLEASURE TO SE E A REPORT OF THE TALK OF DR, 

DRELLICH BEFORE THE FORMER NEW YORK AREA COUNCIL OF THE MATTA-

CHINE S o c i e t y , In c .  (noiv K N a w  a s  t h e  toTTACHiNE S o c i e t y  o f  new  

Y o r k ) .  B u t  d i d n ' t  yo u  f e e l  i t  w u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  m e n t io n

BEFORE IHAT 'LARGE AUDIENCE' OR UNDER WHOSE SPONSORSHIP TH IS 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN? SIN C E THE ARTICLE SHOV,S NO AUTHORSHIP OR CRED IT, 

WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT YOU PEOPLE WERE THE AUTHORS.

"ViE WOULD a p p r e c i a t e  YOUR CORRECTING T H IS MISUNDERSTANDING PER­

HAPS IN YOUR NEXT IS S U E . 'I'VE HAVE WORKED HARD TO GET SPEAKERS OF 

SUCH HIGH CALIBER THAT AN ACKNCH"jLEDG(C;NT WOULD BE OUR DUE. BY 

THE m Y ,  IF T H IS LETTER SEEMS A L IT T L E  HARSH, IT IS  BECAUSE AT 

F IR S T  GLANCE I FELT 'ME HAD BEEN SLIGHTED. NO OFFENCE IS  MEANT.

I ADMIRE THE WORK YOU ARE DOING AhD CERTAINLY WISH YOU ALL W ELL."

ALBERT J .  OE DION, CHAIRMAN 

iviATTACHINE SO CIETY OF NEW YORK

ED ITO R 'S No t e : s o r r y , we g o o f e d .  Th e  a r t i c l e  in  q u e s t io n  i s  

"New F in o s  from  Ps y c h o a n a l y t ic  Re s e a r c h  on h o m o s e x u a l it y "  w hich  

a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  i»iAY, I9 6 I ISSUE OF THE LADDER.
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