
The

Ladder



purpose of the

0̂  BILITIS
A WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY:

..........

..........
..............

............

.....
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and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.
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towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of ca se s  
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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One Parent’s Reaction

ly Anne Frederloka

The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l e a r n i n g  a  d a u g h t e r  i s  g a y  u n d o u b t e d l y  

e v o k e s  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s  from  d i f f e r e n t  p a r e n t s  s o ,  t o  
make c l e a r  some o f  th e  p i t f a l l s  t h a t  c a n ¡ w r e c k  good f a m i l y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  s u ch  a  t i m e ,  I  can w r i t e  o n l y  a  p e r s o n a l  
a c c o u n t  of what happened t o  mo and my d a u g h t e r .

F o r  many y e a r s  our r e l a t i o n s  had been e x c e l l e n t  w i t h ,  a p 
p a r e n t l y ,  f u l l  o o n fid e n o G  and t r u s t  on b o t h  s i d e s .  Sud
d e n l y  h e r  b e h a v i o r  began t o  c h a n g e .  She became e v a s i v e  
a b o u t  t h e  s i m p l e s t  t h i n g s .  She began t o  c u t  c l a s s e s  w i t h 
o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g i v e  a  v a l i d  r e a s o n .  Her e x c u s e s  f o r  
com ing home l a t e  w ere  n o t  c o n v i n c i n g ,  I  r e c o g n i z e d  she 
was g o i n g  t h r o u g h  some s o r t  o f  c r i s i s ,  but  sho had n e v e r  
been a b l e  t o  make a r t i c u l a t e  h e r  d e e p e s t  e m o tio n s  so t h e r e  
was n o t h i n g  I c o u l d  do b ut  w atch  and w a i t ,  i

Ono day  a  r a t h e r  s e n s e l e s s  argument e r u p t e d  i n t o  r e a l  S i t -  
t e r n o s s  on h e r  p a r t .  She p ack o d  a f e w  c l o t h e s  and announced 
sho was l e a v i n g  home. No amount o f  r e a s o n i n g  or a r g u 
ment c o u ld  sway h er  d e c i s i o n .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  now 
sho had boon w a i t i n g  f o r  such an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  b ut  I had 
no way o f  kn ow in g t h a t  t h e n .  F o r  a  week or so I  had no 
i d e a  whoro sho w a s ,  I  c a l l e d  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  b ut  t h e y  c l a i m e d  
t o  have no kn o w led ge  o f  h er  w h e r e a b o u t s .  F i n a l l y  ono 

o f  them ga v e  mo a c l u e .

I fo u n d  hor i n  a i f l r t y ,  run-down room ing h o u s e .  W ith h e r  
was a  much o l d e r  woman whom I im m e d i a t e ly  r o c o g n l z o d  as 
b e in g  h o m o s e x u a l .  Jean  was i l l  and i n  need  o f  money, 
b u t  she s t i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  home. She k e p t  h e r s e l f  
so f r o z e n  t h a t  t h o r c  was no chan ce  o f  c o m m u n ica t io n .  My 
f i r s t  t h o u g h t  was o f  " r o s o u o . "  So m eth in g  c o n c r e t e  must 
be d on o.

I  went t o  t h e  p o l i c e ,  b ut  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  do a n y t h i n g  b e 
c a u s e  she was o f  a g e .  They even r e f u s e d  my r e q u e s t  t o  
s t a g e  a  t h r e a t e n i n g  soono and t h u s  f r i g h t e n  h o r  i n t o  r e 
t u r n i n g  home, I  was s t i l l  o o n v ln o e d  t h a t ,  once t h e r e ,  
sho w ould  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  become h e s s o l f  a g a i n ,  I  was a l s o

c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  sho had been " l e d  i n t o  i t "  by t h e  o l d e r  
woman.

Then began t h e  w e a ry  round o f  presumed e x p e r t s  f o r  h e l p .  

The l a w y e r  a s s u r e d  me t h a t  l e g a l  a c t i o n  was out  o f  th e  

q u e s t i o n .  My d o c t o r ,  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  be o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
h e l p ,  was more co n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  d i s 
c o v e r y  on me th a n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  im m ediate  a n s w e r s  t o  
my f r a n t i c  q u e s t i o n s .  A p s y c h i a t r i s t  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  by 
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  bad r e 
l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x .  T h is  
ga ve  me t e m p o ra ry  c o m fo r t  b u t  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o n v i n c i n g .

I c o n s t E in t ly  q u e s t i o n e d  where I had gone wrong i n  h e r  up 
b r i n g i n g .  The f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l  g u i l t  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a 
t i o n  g rew  u n t i l  I  c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  l i t t l e  e l s e .  L ik e  most 
p a r e n t s ,  even t h e  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  I  p o s s e s s e d  a  l i t t l e  
kn o w le d ge  and many c l i c h e s  a b o u t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  L a t e r  on 
I was t o  be s c o r n f u l  o f  p a r e n t s  who r e f u s e d  t o  a ckn o w led ge  
t h e  f a c t s  o r  were to o  s t u p i d  t o  r e o o g n l z e  them. At t h i s  
p o i n t ,  I  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  same r e f u s a l  t o  f a c e  th e  f a c t s  o f  
t h e  p a s t .

A l th o u g h  Jean was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  p r e t t y ,  she a lm o s t  n e v e r  
d a t e d .  I  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we w ere b o th  
shy  a b o u t  m aking f r i e n d s ,  cmd t h e  m i s f o r t u n e  o f  l i v i n g  

i n  a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  whose s o c i a l  s t a t u s  was u n a c c e p t a b l e .
I remembered th e  n i g h t  she had come home h y s t e r i c a l  from 
a  m ovie  d a t e .  I  assumed from  h e r  v e r y  p e a l  d i s g u s t  t h a t  
she had been a s s a u l t e d  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  but i t  t u r n e d  
o u t  t h e  boy had m e r e l y  w anted t o  h o l d  h e r  hand. I d i d n ' t  

c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r ta n t  or s i g n i f i c a n t ,  n o r  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she s a i d  o t h e r  b o y s ,  a f t e r  one d a t e ,  were 
s t u p i d  and b o r i n g .

In  t h e  m eantim e, a f t e r  w eeks  o f  n o t  knowing where she 
w a s ,  she began t o  v i s i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no 
r e a l  r a p p o r t  betw een  u s .  We b o th  c a r e f u l l y  a v o id e d  any 
m e n tio n  o f  w hat was h a p p e n in g  i n  h e r  l i f e ,  b u t  s m a ll  com
ments she l e t  s l i p  f i n a l l y  o o n v ln o e d  me t h a t  she was 
r e a l l y  g a y ,  I  was r e a d y  t o  blame anyone o r  a n y t h i n g  -  
t h e  camps she had gone t o ,  a  t e a c h e r  who had a c t e d  s u s -



p l o i o u s l y ,  t h e  bad c h o i c e  o f  f r i e n d s  an d , above  a l l ,  th e  

m a c h i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  woman.

By th e  t im e  she was r e a d y  t o  t e l l  me, I  had gone t h r o u g h  
th e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  d l a o o y e r l n g  she was d i f f e r e n t  and was 

a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  c a l m l y ,  even  t o  r e a s s u r e  h o r  t h a t  I s t i l l  
l o v e d  h e r .  L i t t l e  by  l l t t l o  we sav more o f  ane a n o t h e r  
and our fo r m e r  good  r e l a t i o n s h i p  emerged a g a i n  from  our 
common d o u b ts  a n d  f e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  many t i m e s  a f t e r  I had 
se e n  h e r  th e  o l d  r e s e n t m e n t s  and g u i l t s  r e a s s e r t e d  them
s e l v e s .  My d o c t o r ,  who knew q u i t e  a  b i t  a b o u t  my omo*. 
t i c n a l  s t a t e ,  k e p t  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  l o v e  f o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  
was t h e  most Im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  t o  h o l d  on t o ;  t h a t  i f  she 
wore c r i p p l e d  o r  b l i n d  i t  w ou ld  have  made no d i f f e r e n c e  

t c  my l o v e  f o r  h e r .

1 am happy t o  sa y  t h a t ,  a f t e r  f a u r  y e a r s ,  we a ro  more 
f r i e n d l y ,  t r u s t i n g ,  a n d ,  above  a l l ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  abou t 
one a n o t h e r ' s  p ro b lem s th a n  we had e v e r  been  b e f o r e .  We 
a r e  a b le  t o  t a l k  f r e e l y  a b o u t  h e r  l i f e  i n  t h e  h o m o sex u a l  
w o r ld  w i t h o u t  c i t h e r  o f  u s  g e t t i n g  u p s e t  or b a c k i n g  nway 
from any of t h e  f a c t s .  I  have mot h e r  f r i e n d s .  I  u n d e r 
s ta n d  a good d e a l  a b o n t  h e r  p a s t  t h a t  had p u z z l e d  and up

s e t  me.

I have no s e t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p ro blem  c f  a v e r t i n g  a  b i t 
t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o r  s u ch  a  s t r a l n o d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  n e i t h e r  s i d e  any r e a l  s a t i s 
f a c t i o n .  I  can o f f e r  o n l y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and somo r a t h e r  
vagu e o c n o l u s i o n s  I have drawn from  my own e x p e r i e n c e .

P a r e n t s  s h o u ld  be more a l e r t  f o r  s i g n s  o f  e m o t io n a l  d i s 
t u r b a n c e  and t h e i r  c a u s e .  They s h o u ld  l e a r n  so m eth in g  
a b o u t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  I f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  comes a s  a  s h o c k ,  
w i t h o u t  a n y  p r i o r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  g e t  good p r o 
f e s s i o n a l  h e l p ,  a s  much f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  f o r  th e  g i r l .

Above a l l ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  t r y  t o  keep  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  g i r l  
h a s  p r o b a b l y  boon g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a most c o n fu s e d  and con
f u s i n g  p e r i o d ;  t h a t  an a t t e m p t  t o  im d e r s t o n d  or a t  l e a s t  
t o  w i t h h o l d  Judgment w i l l  do more g'oid th a n  amy amount 

o f  b r e a s t - b e a t i n g  o r  h a i r - p u l l i n g .

Tor  t h e  g i r l ,  I  w ould  s u g g e s t  t h a t  she have a l i t t l e  more 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  l o v e  o f  ho r  p a r e n t s  and the f l e x i b i l i t y  
o f  mind t h i s  e n g e n d e r s .  To f a c e  c a l m l y  a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich  
sho has b r o u g h t  i n t o  b e in g  r e q u i r e s  p a t i e n c e  an d , i n  some 
o a s e s ,  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  endure v i t u p e r a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e r e  w i l l  
be a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  d e f e n s i v e n e s s  i n  h e r  a t t i t u d e .
Sho s h o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  such a d i s c o v e r y  i s  a  g u i l t -  
p r o d u c i n g  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  them and t r y  t o  b e a r  w ith  t h e  
I n t e n s e  r e e o t i o n s  of th e  f i r s t  sh o o k .

The moçt im p a r t a n t  t h i n g  f o r  b o th  g i r l  and p a r e n t  t o  r e 
member i s  t h a t  th e  s e x u a l  h a b i t s  or t e n d e n c i e s  o f  a p e r 

son do n o t  make an i n d i v i d u a l  e i t h e r  s a i n t e d  or e v i l .  
N e i t h e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  abandon hor own v a l u o s  or o p i n i o n s .  
The b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  good p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
rem ain  th e  same w h a t e v e r  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u 
a l  -  t r u s t ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  examine t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h in d  a 

w o r ld  d i f f e r e n t  from  o n e 's  own, and l o v e .

DOB on New York 
Radio in September

"Bow Normal Are I f o a b l a n f f "  i a  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  t a p e d  d l s -  
o u s s l o n  p r e p a r e d  i n  New Y o rk  d u r i n g  t h e  month o f  J u l y  w i t h  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  P lo r e n o o  C o n ra d ,  DOB R e s e a rc h  Commit
t e e  C hairm an. The t a p e  was made a t  t h e  s t u d i o s  o f  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n  WETD, f o r  l a t e r  b r o a d c a s t  a s  p a r t  c f  t h e  " U n i v e r 
s i t y  of th o  A i r "  s e r i e s  d i r e c t e d  by  M rs, Lee S t e i n e r ,  p s y 
c h o l o g i s t  and m a r r ia g e  c o u n s o l l o r .  D i s c u s s a n t s  I n c lu d e d  
M rs ,  S t e i n e r ,  M is s  C on rad, and M rs, E l s i e  C a r l t o n ,  h o u se 

w i f e ,  Tho disoussJidn ra n g e d  o v e r  a wide f i e l d  o f  t o p i c s  
r e l a t  e d t o  L e s b i a n i s m ,  but  t o o k  as  i t s  p o i n t  of  d e p a r t u r e  
t h e  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  D a u g h t e r s  o f  B l l l t i s  (se e  
t h e  Septem ber I s s u e s  o f  THE LADDER f o r  1959  1960)» The
program  i s  p la n n e d  f o r  b r o a d c a s t  on th e  a i r  September 12 ,  
19 6 1  and may be h e a r d  by l i s t e n e r s  i n  th e  New York a r e a .



Newcomers in the Field

Tho number o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  some a s p e c t  o f  
th e  hom ophile  seems t o  be I n o r e a s i r g  d a i l y .  In  t h e  June 
i s s u e  o f  THE LADDER th o  e f i ’ e o t s  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  

A rea  C o u n c i l s  by t h e  M a tta o h ln e  S o c i e t y  ( r e a u l t l n g  i n  
a number o f  i n d e p e n t  " M a t t a c h l n e "  g r o u p s )  was r e p o r t e d .
In  th e  same i s s u e  th e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  two new g r o u p s  was 

ann oun ced.

Now word h a s  boon r e c e i v e d  o f  t h e  HOMOSEXUAL VOTERS AD
VISORY SERVICE, P .  0 .  Box 5131» T erm in a l  Annex S t a t i o n ,  
D enver 1 7 ,  C o l o r a d o .  T h is  n o n - p r o f i t  g r o u p ,  w h ich  s t a t e s  
i t  i s  in d e p e n o e n t  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and a g e n c i e s  

w h ic h  work i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  h o m o p h i le ,  seems t o  have a s  
i t s  aim th o  g r e a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  hom osexual i n  
community, s t a t e ,  and n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .

At th e  bottom  o f  t h e i r  l e t t e r h e a d  a p p e a r s  th o  s lo g a n  
"VOTE -  Twelve M i l l i o n  H om osoxualsI Get C i v i l  R i g h t s  
f o r  th o  H cm o p h ile l  O r g a n iz e  i n  b e h a l f  o f  J u s t i c e  i n  
y o u r  a r e a . "  As f a r  a s  i s  known, t h e  group h a s  no c h a p t e r s  
n o r  do es  i t  p l a n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c h a p t e r s .  I t  w i l l ,  a p p a r e n t 
l y ,  a s s i s t  o t h e r  g r o u p s  to form  a l o n g  th e  same l i n o s .

THE HOLLYWOOD ASSISTANCE LEAGUE, announced i n  th e  June 
LADDER a s  tho  "H om ophile"  A s s i s t a n c e  L e a g u e ,  now h a s  a 
m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s  -  Box 29048 ,  H o lly w o o d  29, C a l i f o r n i a .
T h i s  group i s  h o l d i n g  m e e t in g s  i n  th o  Los A n g e le s  a r e a .

From C o p en hagen, D enm ark,com es word t h a t  "A * r e - s o « i a l i z -  
i n g  c e n t e r '  f o r  u n d o r-a g o  h o m o s e x u a ls  w i l l  be s t a r t e d  
h e r e  s c o n ,  a  group o f  D a n is h  w e l f a r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an 

n o u n c e d ."

And from  Amsterdam, H o l l a n d ,  we l e a r n  t h a t  a  new women's  
m agazin e  c a l l e d  VOICES OP LESBOS h a s  boon s t a r t e d .  I t  i s  
b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  by tho  Women's s e c t i o n  o f  C . O . C .  -  w h ich  

i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o m o p hile  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

Search for Safety
A S t o r y  b y  J ,  L orna  S t r a y o r

Tho m usic wakened h e r .  A r e p e t i t i o u s  w a i l  o f  saxophones 
and c l a r i n e t s  a c c e l e r a t e d  by t h e  p r i m i t i v e  rhythm o f  a 
drum. A door slammed, s i l e n c i n g  t h e  m usic a s  o c c p l o t e l y  
as  tho ug h th e  e n t i r e  w o r ld  were i n  a s t a t e  o f  s u s p e n s i o n .

M is s  G rant s q u i n t e d  a t  t h e  c l o c k .  One P ,  M, Four hours 
In  bed w i t h  about one hour o f  s l e e p .  She r o l l e d  o v e r ,  
drew  up h e r  k n e e s ,  and t r i e d  t o  s l i d e  ba ck  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .
She r e f l o c t o d  on. h e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a rooment, » o n s id e r e d  i t s  
p o s s i b l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  s t r a i g h t e n e d  h e r 
s e l f .  The g r i n d  o f  a  h e a v y  motor g rew ^ J in ti l  t h e  window 
pahe t o o k  on t h e  sound o f  t i n k l i n g  g l a s s ,  d i m in is h e d  and 

J o in e d  tho s i l e n c e .

S l e e p i n g  In  t h e  d a y tim e  was d i f f i c u l t  oven u n d er t h e  b e s t  
o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  she t h o u g h t ,  t h e n  remembered. I t  d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  m a t t e r  i f  she s l e p t  t o d a y .  She had th e  n i g h t  o f f .

■ j

R o l l i n g  cn  h e r  b q c k ,  M iss  Grant r e a l i z e d  t h a t  she had boen 
d rea m in g  and w i t h  t h a t  r e a l i z a t i o n  a  wave o f  warmth s e t t l e d  
o vu r  h e r  sc t h a t  she p a  r t l a l i y  r o s e  on ono e lbow  and th r e w  
b a ck  t h e  b l a n k e t ,  s e t t l e d  back and s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  r o f l e o t i o n .

She was on d u t y  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and h e l p i n g  M rs. L ayto n  out 
o f  bed f o r  tho  f i r s t  t i m e ,  M rs, L a y to n  s l i d  h e r  f e e t  to  
t h e  f l o o r ,  w av ered  u n c e r t a i n l y  and s q u e a l e d ,  " G r a n t y , "  a t  
th e  same t im e r e a c h i n g  out  f o r  s u p p o r t .  M is s  Grant ca u g h t  

M r s ,  L a y t f n  and h e l d  h e r  w h i l e  she s t r u g g l e d  f o r  b a l a n c e ,

M rs.  L ay to n  s m i le d  a t  h e r  and s a i d ,  "Wo l o o k  l i k e  a c o u p le  

o f  l o v e r s . "

That was a l l .  In  a moment, M rs. L a y to n  f e l t  s t r o n g e r  and 
t h e y  w a lk e d  a b o u t  t h e  room, e a ch  w i t h  an arm a b o u t  th e  

o t h e r ' s  w a i s t .

M iss  G rant c l o s e d  h e r  e y e s  and h e r  h e a d ,  t r y i n g  t o
e r a s e  t h e  memory o f  t h a t  moment when M rs. L a y t o n ' s  body 
pushed  s o f t l y  a g a i n s t  h e r  and t h o s e  l i p s  s m i le d  a s  an o f 
f e r i n g ,  The memory p e r s i s t e d  and was r e p l a c e d  by o t h e r s  
e q u a l l y  d i s t u r b i n g .  A hand t h a t  r e a c h e d  o u t  f o r  h e r ,  b u t



o n l y  f o r  e o m f o r t ;  an arm t h a t  w an ted  n o t h i n g  b u t  s u p p o r t ;  

a  body w h ic h  had n ee d  o f  o n l y  h e r  c a r e »

The n e x t  t h i n g  M is s  G rant knew, t h e  a larm  was r i n g i n g  and 

i t  was n e a r l y  t im e  f o r  d in n e r»

When she s t a r t e d  out t h e  h a l l  t o  go d o w n s t a i r s ,  she s m e l l e d  
t h e  r i c h  s w e e t n e s s  o f  a  f r e s h l y  baked  c h o c o l a t e  c a k e .  I t  
was f o r  H a r r y ,  she knew . H is  f a v o r i t e .

As she came d o w n s t a i r s ,  h e r  m other s a i d ,  " D id  you s l e e p  w e l l ,  

d e a r ? "

"About t h e  same a s  a l w a y s ,  I  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h e  n i g h t  was 

made f o r  s l e e p i n g , "

"The h o s p i t a l  c a l l e d , "

"A new c a s e ? "

" T h e y  w an ted  y o u  f o r  t o n i g h t ,  b u t  I t o l d  them you  had o t h e r  

p l a n s  and c o u l d n ' t  p o s s i b l y  r e p o r t , "

"Why d i d  you? I c o u l d  have  c a l l e d  H a r r y . "

" I  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u .  I t ' s  t h r e e  w eeks s i n c e  you  had a 
f r e e  e v e n i n g .  I would t h i n k  y o u 'd  want t o  go out and have 
a  l i t t l e  f u n .  And H a r r y ' s  such a  n i c e  b o y , "  She em ph asized  
t h e  s u c h .

" I  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u ,  H a r r y ' s  a  n i c e  b o y , "  M iss  G rant s a i d ,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  n i c e .

Her m o t h e r ' s  v o i c e  p l o a d o d ,  " Y o u ' r e  n o t  g e t t i n g  a n y  y o u n g e r .  
I had been m a r r ie d  f o u r  y e a r s  when I  was y o u r  a g e ,  I  d i d n ' t  
want y o u  t o  marry  t o o  y o u n g ,  but  i t  seems t o  me y o u  d e l i b e r 
a t e l y  r u i n  y o u r  o h a n e e s , "

" P l e a s e  d o n ' t  w o r ry  a b o u t  me. M o t h e r , "

"You w o n ' t  a l w a y s  have me t o  l o o k  a f t e r  y o u .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  
f i n d  someone, y o u ' l l  be a lo n e  when I 'm  g o n e , "

"Maybe I  w i l l  f in d  som eone,"

" Y o u 'v e  met a  n l e e  young man?"

"T h ere  a ro  l o t s  o f  n i c e  young m en,"  Then she saw h e r  m o t h e r 's  
lo o k  of a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  "No, I  h a v e n ' t  met a n y o n e ,"

"You meet so many a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I  know you  p r e f e r  men as  
p a t i e n t s , "

"Not b e c a u s e  I 'm  l o o k i n g  f o r  e l i g i b l e  o n e s . "

I t  was s o m eth in g  o f  a  jo k e  among th e  n u r s e s .  When t h e r e  was 
a  c h o i c e .  M iss  G rant a l7 ia y s  p r e f e r r e d  a  male p a t i e n t .

" G ra n t  I s  a f r a i d  s h e ' l l  be an o ld  m a id . E very  m a l e ' s  a  p r o s 

p e c t , "  t h e y  t e a s e d .

She Was a s k e d ,  " W h a t 's  wrong w i t h  women?"

"Too f u s s y , "  M is s  Grant t r i e d  t o  s a y  l i g h t l y ,

" Y o u ' r e  o n e , "

" T h a t ' s  how I  k n o w , "  sh e  a n s w e r e d .

F o r  a l o n g  t im e  she t r i e d  t o  c o n v in c e  h e r s e l f  t h a t  fe m a le  
p a t i e n t s  were more demanding, more i r r i t a b l e ,  more c o m p l e t e ly  
i n v a l i d s  th a n  male p a t i e n t s .  G r a d u a l l y ,  she knew t h e  r e a s o n .  
She was more c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  c a r r y i n g  out h e r  n u r s i n g  d u t i e s  
w i t h  men. In  e a r i n g  f o r  women, she was o f t e n  n e r v o u s  and even 
e m b a r r a s s e d .  M is s  G rant d i d n ' t  know w hy. She d id  know t h a t  i n  

c a r i n g  f o r  malo p a t i e n t s  she was a t  e a s e  and f e l t  a b l e  t o  cope 
w i t h  any s i t u a t i o n  w h ich  m ight p r e s e n t  I t s e l f ,

The phone r a n g .

" I s  M iss  Grant up y e t ? "  I t  was t h e  v o l c o  o f  th e  a s s i s t a n t  

d l r e o t r e  s s .

" T h i s  i s  s h e . "

" T h i s  i s  M is s  B o l e s ,  from  L i n c o l n  H o s p i t a l ,  Could  you h e lp  
US w i t h  a  h y s t e r e c t o m y  tom orrow  — -  s ev en  t i l l  t h r e e ?  I  know 
y o u  p r e f e r  male p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  one o f  th e  fe w  who i s n ' t  

w o r k in g ."



"Of c o u r s e .  I ’ m a l w a y s  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  out where I ' n  n e e d e d , "  

M is s  G ra n t  a n s w e r e d ,

M rs.  K in g  was r e a d y  f o r  s u r g e r y  when M iss  G rant a r r i v e d .  The 
n i g h t  l i g h t  o f  t h e  lamp p r o v i d e d  o n l y  enough I l l u m i n a t i o n  t o  
o u t l i n e  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and t h e  f i g u r e  on t h e  b e d .  The h e a v i l y  
d r a p e d  window e x c l u d e d  t h e  g r e y n e s s  o f  e a r l y  m orn in g dawn.

M oving n o i s e l e s s l y  a c r o s s  t h e  t i l e d  f l o o r .  M is s  G rant s t u d i e d  
t h e  p a t i e n t .  A s i x t h  o f  a  g r a i n  o f  morphine had M rs. K in g  
b r e a t h i n g  s l O w ly  and e v e n l y .  The form  on t h e  bed was s l i g h t ;  
t h e  s k i n  f a i r .  The n o se  had a s c u l p t u r e d  l o o k .  The mouth 
was f u l l  and s o f t - l o o k i n g ,  A t r a c o  o f  l i p s t i c k  re m a in e d  on 

t h e  l o w e r  l i p .  W isps o f  d a rk  h a i r  o n t l l n d d  th e  f a c e  u n d er 
t h e  w h i t e n e s s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room c a p .  M is s  Grant t o o k  t h e  
p u l s e ,  n o t i c i n g  the s l e n d e r  w h i t e n e s s  o f  t h e  h an d. The b r e a t h 
i n g  c h a n g e d .  She saw l a r g e  d a rk  e y e s ,  p u p i l s  now p i n - p o i n t e d ,  

w a t c h i n g  h e r .

M is s  G rant s m i l e d ,  " I 'm  y o u r  n u r s e .  M iss  G r a n t , "

" I 'm  g l a d . "

"Go b a ck  t o  s l e e p , "

She n e e d n ' t  have  s a i d  i t ,  f o r  th e  e y e s  l o o k e d  u n s e e i n g l y  f o r  a  

moment, t h e n  c l o s e d .

The h o u r  i n  s u r g e r y  was r r u t i r . d  and u n e v B h t f n l . ,  When M iss  
G rant a cco m p a n ied  th e  u n c o n s c i o u s  form  ba ck  t o  t h e  room, she 
was met by  a  s o l i c i t o u s  Mr, K in g  who s a i d  ho had b a t t e r y  
t r o u b l e ,  o t h e r w i s e  he w ould  have a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  the o p e r a t i o n .  
Not u n t i l  he was su re  t h a t  M rs, K i n g  was aware o f  h i s  p r e s e n c e  

d i d  he l e a v e  f o r  h i s  J o t ,

S e v e r a l  d a y s  l a t e r  M rs, K in g  s a i d ,  " I  d i d n ' t  want a  p r i v a t e  
n u r s e ,  b u t  my husband I n s i s t e d .  Now, I m g l a d  I have y o u .
Prom th e  moment I  l o o k e d  up and saw y o u ' s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  I 
w a s n ' t  a f r a i d . "

M is s  G rant s m i l e d ,  " I  know. You t h o u g h t  I  loclEed h l g  
enough t o  t a c k l e  a n y t h i n g , "

"N o, n o t  t h a t .  B u t  c a p a b l e , "

M rs,  K in g  was Immature and s p o i l e d  In  a  c h i l d i s h  w ay.

"Mr. K in g  s a y s  I 'm  t o  keep  you u n t i l  I 'm  r e a d y  t o  go home, 

w an ts  me t o  have th e  b e s t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g , "

" I 'm  s u r e  he d o e s , "

"Do y o u  t h i n k  I ’ ve had th e  b e s t  d o c t o r  f o r  my k in d  o f  c a s e ? "

"Y o u r  s u rg eo n  has an e x c e l l e n t  r e p u t a t i o n , "

" Y o u ' r e  J u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  I  know. The n u r s e s  and d o c t o r s  
have t o  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r . "

M iss  Grant s m i l e d .  T h is  woman w i t h  h e r  c h l l d - l l k e  ways 
amused h e r .  She began t o  f e e l  a t  e a s e ,

" S h e ' s  l i k e  my mama," M r s ,  K in g  t o l d  t h e  d o c t o r ,  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  M is s  G r a n t ,  "She makes me e a t  a l l  k i n d s  e f  h o r r i d  t h i n g s , "

The d o c t o r  sm ile d  w e a k l y ,  p in c h e d  M rs, K i n g ' s  t o e s ,  and w ro te  
on t h e  c h a r t ,  " O . O . B , "

At f i r s t ,  M rs, Grant p r o t e s t e d ,  " G r a n t l y ,  you know I 'm  too  

weak t o  w a l k . "

" A l l  r i g h t .  W e ' l l  make I t  th e  c h a i r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . "

"M iss Grant went a bou t i t  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  ----- d r e s s i n g  Mrs,
K in g  i n  a  n o g l l g e e  and s l i p p e r s ,  f i x i n g  t h e  c h a i r  and g a u g i n g  
th e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  t e d ,

" Y o u 'r e  g o i n g  t o  c a r r y  mo!" M rs. K in g  s q u e a le d  w i t h  d e l i g h t  

a s  M iss  G r a n t  l e a n e d  o v e r  th e  b e d .

The f i n g e r s  o f  one hand b ru sh ed  M iss  G r a n t ' s  ch e ek  a s  th e  
s o f t  w h i t e  arms went aroun d h e r .  She knew t h e r e  was n ot  
t im e  t o  h e s i t a t e  and t h a t  she must n o t  lo o k  a t  Mr*. K in g .  
D u rin g  t h e  f e w  b r i e f  secon ds i t  t o o k  t o  r e a c h  t h e  c h a i r ,

Mrs. K in g  r e s t e d  h e r  head on M is s  G r a n t ' s  s h o u ld e r  and mur
mured, "You h a n d le  me J u s t  l i k e  a  b a b y , "

( C o n t in u e d  on page  2 l )



TO 1WE RISING SUN

BY N IK

Oh ,  MAvlESTIC R IS IN G  SUN,

DOUSING NEONS ONE BY ONE,

AS YOU BRING ANOTHER C » Y ,

To THEE WE MOST HUMBLY PRAY:

G IV E  US NOW OUR D A ILY OREAD 

An d  DON'T LET US BE MISLED  

INTO THINKING MAYBE W£

Ca n  AND SHOULD AND SHALL BE F R E E . 

PLEASE DON'T «rWKE US OBVIOUS.

HELP US BE ANONYMOUS 

SO THAT we H»Y NOT BE FOUND

In  o u r  s e c r e t  u n d e r g r o u n d .

F I L L  EACH L IT T L E  BUTCH AND NANCY 

WITH THE PROPER SYCFHANCY.

Ma k e  u s  h u m b le  s o  t h a t  we

IVON'T OFFEND S O C IE T Y .

He l p  u s  c u l t i v a t e  o u r  f e a r s ; 

Ca u t io n  i s  t h e  b e s t  f o r  q u e e r s .  

L i k e  t h e  o s t r i c h , h e a d  in  d i r t ,

WE m ig h t  k e e p  fr o m  b e i n g  h u r t . 

Grantt t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  oh r i s i n g  s u n .  

An d ,  t h o ' l i f e  m ay  n o t  b e  f u n ,

WE AT LEAST SHALL L IV E  T H IS  DAY

S a f e  fr o m  t h o s e  » w  a r e  n o t  g a y .

A WALK IN THE WOODS...

t h e  w in d  i s  BLOWING.

A BOTTLE OF W IN E ...

Th e  TREES ARE BENDING.

A LOAF OF B R E A D ...

Th e  PATH IS  NARROW. 

C A R E FU L.. .

TO STUMBLE IS  TO F A L L .

If  we FALI____

W E'LL LOSE THE WINE.

TIQGER

 ̂ 3(c

I 'V E  A FRACTIOUS SPOUSE 

WHO (« S S E S  UP THE HOUSE,

K i s s e s  i n  t h e  h a l l .

Ba c k s  me a g a in s t  t h e  w a l l .

Ha t e s  t o  w ash  o u t  s t o c k i n g s  

SMASHES An c h o r - h o c k  I NIGS,

P IL E S  UP DIR TY D IS H E S ,

FEEDS THE CAT MY F IS H E S .

PUTTERS IN THE GARAGE,

L o o k s  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  h e r  a g e . 

Wo n ' t  a n s w er  t h e  p h o n e ,

SVIEET a s  a  s u g a r  CONE.

WON'T GET o u r OF BED,

WON'T EAT h e e l s  OF BREAD, 

D R IVES ME TO DISTRACTIO N , 

S T IL L  THE MAIN ATTRACTION.

MALE GALL

Th e  ODDEST OF CREATURES 

I EVER DIO SEE 

Is THE ONE THAT WE ALL 

Re f e r  t o  a s  "H E ".

On e  mho LOVES c o m fo rt  

An d  hom e- c o o k e d  fo o d  

On l y  now a n d  t h e n  f e e l s  

A ROMANTIC MOOD.

L IK E S  TO BE THOUGHT OF 

AS DARING AND GAY 

WITH H IS  WOMEN AND JOKES 

A WEE B IT  RISQ U E.

A CH ILD AT HEART 

An d  A CHILD IN F A C T ,

TO GET HIM TO LABOR

Ta k e s  m uch m ore t h a n  t a c t . 

Tr e a t  h im  r e a l  n i c e

And  H E 'L L  ONLY ABUSE YOU,

Treat h im  with scorn

And  H E 'L L  F A IL  TO AMUSE YOU.

F e e d  h im  a n d  l o v e  h im  

And  mend a l l  h i s  c l o t h e s , 

SOME MAY ENJOY IT ,

I ' L L  LEAVE HIM TO T H O S E ...

CONNIE

I'M  L IK E  A ONE-VHEELED B IK E  

WITHOUT MY HANDSOME D Y K E .. .

JA C K IE  L .



\n  B i l l '  R i a l n .
I t  w oulJ  bo p o s s l b l o  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h o  v o r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e
aubst.-uioo o f  th o  Honry Hay a r t i o l o  ( s e e  'M a a o u l ln o  View
p o i n t , '  THE LADDER, J u l y  I 9 6 I )  a t  a n y  one o f  s e v e r a l  l e -
V ’ l s .  P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  i t  I s  so e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o _

¡:ropo o n e ' s  way t h r o u g h  t h e  Hay p r o s e  and p a r t l y  6 ^ a u s e  

th o  s u b j e c t  h a s  been w r i t t e n ,  t a l k e d  and f o u g h t  o v e r  ad 
nauseam , I am m y s e l f  i n c l i n e d  t o  g^vo up f o r  t h e  t im e  b e 
i n g  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  do t h o r o u g h  J u s t ft< r  t o ' t h e  a r t i c l e  and 
I n s t e a d  w i l l  make s c a t t e r e d  comments o n l y .

■I

Tho l e a s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  p r o b a b l y ,  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d e fe n d in g  
or f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  DCS* a n t i - r i g h t s  b i l l  
p o s l t l c n .  No, t h e  DOBs a r e  n o t  " a f r a i d  t o  s t a n d  up f o r  
t h e i r  r i g h t s , "  M w y  members who d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  w ou ld j 
I t h i n k ,  be i n  c o m p lete  harmony w i t h  Hay i n  o p p o s i n g  tho 
b i l l  i d e a  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  I t  w ould  f a v o r  a  s i n g l e  m in o r
i t y ,  H a y 's  s p e l l i n g  out o f  t h i s  p o i n t  w ould  be s e co n d e d  
Yiarmly by most DOB members,

: i  I s  t r u e  iir. im p e r t a n t  ulomi^nt In  th e  DOB p o s i t i o n  was 
a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  tho  r i g h t s  b i l l  was bad t a c t i c s .  The v a l u e  

o f  d i s c u s s i n g  wh.at i t  i s  wo a l l  w an t t o  aim f o r  i s  beyond 
d i s p u t e ;  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p u t t i n g  su ch  a s t q te m o n t  i n t o  t h e  
form c f  a  b i l l  o f  r i g h t s  was th e  m a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e .  H a y 's  
" b i l l  o f  P a r t i c u l a r s "  i s  n o t  unreiat>cd t o  th o  DOB proposa}. 

t o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a  r i g h t s  b i l l  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  tho  aims 
and g o a l s  o f  th e  hom ophilo  movement. But I do n o t  w is h  t o  
p u t  tho  s t r e s s  on doflwJmg p a s t  a c t i o n s  o r  p o s i t i o n s ,  or 
p a r t l c u l r r  g r o u p s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r s .  Tho I s s u e s  a r e  what i s  
i m p o r t a n t ,

I p e r s o n a l l y  would l i k e  t o  u n d e r l i n e  t h a t  p a r a g r a p h  i n  
w h ich  Hay d i s t i n g u i s h e s  botvfeen th e  p o l i t i c a l  f i c t i o n  o f  
I n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  o f  c o n f e r r e d  
p r i v l l o g e s .  Tho l l n k r b e t w o o n  tho  f o r m e r  and " d u t i e s  owed" 
was an Im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  DOB p o s i t i o n .  You c a n ' t  d e 
mand I n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  a s  Hay i n d i c a t e s ,  and I w ould  
add you c a n ' t  oven n e g o t i a t e  u n l e s s  y o u  a r e  i n  a  n e g o t i a 
t i n g  p o s i t i o n .

H a y 's  h i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be a  n e c e s s a r y  m o r a l i t y  t o  be

fra m ed  f o r  th e  h o o c p h l l o  m i n o r i t y  i s  a  T & lu a b le  o n e s .  Such 
a  m o r a l i t y  may In d e ed  d i f f e r  from h e t e r o s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y  |.n 
Im p o r ta n t  d e t a i l s  -  b ut  common p r i n c i p l e s  m igh t be found»'- 
F o r  i n s t a n c e  ( t o  make a  q u i c k  s t a b )  " P r o v i d e d  t h a t  s e t t i n g  

w h ich  p e r m i t s  a  maximum p r o d u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  from  eqch 
i n d i v i d u a l . "  D e f i n i t i o n s  and d e t a i l s  a r e  o f  co u r s e  open 
t o  d e b a t e .

I am. n o t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  p r e p a r e d  t o  comment on th o  u l t i m a t e  
a d e q u a c y  o f  a  "rautu4 I, c o n s e n t "  b i l l  f o r  p r i v a t e  homosexual 
b o h a v l o r .  In  s u b s t a n c e .  As t o  t a c t i c s ,  t h i s  r a i s e s  H a y 's  
q u e s t i o n  o f  a s k i n g  f o r  two l o a v e s  when you  e x p e c t  o n ly  one 
o r  h a l f .  B a r g a i n i n g  t a o t i c s  betw een e q u a l s  i n  th e  p o l i t i 
c a l  p r o c e s s  m ight c a l l  f o r  a s k i n g  f o r  tw o .  But we are  n o t  
e q u a l s  i n  th e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  -  we a r e  a s t i g m a t i z e d  
m i n o r i t y ,  o n l y  J u s t  now, h e r e  and t h e r e ,  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d i s 
p e l  some o f  t h e  st igm a^  lie w i l l  n o t  be g i v e n  a  h e a r i n g  
u n l e s s  we d i s p l a y  t h o s e  t r a i t s  o f  m o d e ra tio n  and b a la n c e  
w h ich  we a re  supposed n o t  t o  h a v e ,  I fh eth er  t o  c a l l  th o s o  
who now c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  u s  f r i e n d s  o r  t e m p o ra ry  a l l i e s ,  I 
t h i n k ,  i s  n o t  t o o  i m p o r t a n t ;  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  u s  o n l y  so l o n g  a s  t h e y  remain 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  on t h e  whole  we a re  sähe» Some o f  t h e  sug
g e s t e d  c o n t e n t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  b i l l ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a d v e r 
t i s e d ,  w o u ld ,  I  t h i n k ,  o a s t  r e a l  d o u b ts  On t h i s  p o i n t .

In  f u r t h e r  r e g a r d  t o  t a c t i c s ,  I  d i f f e r  from Hay i n  h i s  
v ie w  t h a t  a  hom osexual m i n o r i t y  code must be o cn oern o d  
w i t h  no o t h e r  fo rm  o f  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  ( p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a d u l 
t e r y ,  e t c , ) .  At l e a s t  I  d i f f e r  I f  he moans b y  t h i s  t o  e x 
c l u d e  any c o o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  hom o sex u a ls  w i t h  o t h e r  

g r o u p s  w o r k in g  f o r  g e n e r a l  l a w  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  " s e x 
u a l  o f f e n s e s , "  To w o r k ,  a s  Hay a u g g e s t s ,  f o r  C o n s t i t u t i o n 
a l  change i n  p l a c e  o f  ch a n g e s  i n  s t a t e  la w s  seems to  
me n o t  o n l y  an i m p o s s i b l y  b i g  o r d e r ,  blit  i t  a l s o  r a i s e s  
o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  I f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e s  are  t o  be 
s o u gh t  w hich  " S t a t e  t h e i r  p r e m i s e s  i n  p r im a l  homophilo 
v a l u e s "  ( q u o t i n g  H a y ) ,  w hat  becomes o f  h i s  v ie w  t h a t  c i v i l  
p r i v i l e g e s  a r e  i n d i g l s i h l e ?  I  am a l s o  a t  a l o s s  t o  knew 
what fo rm s  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment c o u ld  bo s o u g h t .  
P e rh a p s  what i s  n e e d e d  h e ro  i s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

I have n o t  s t u d i e d  t h e  W olfendoO  e x p o r le n o e  a s  c l o s e l y  
a s  Hay, b u t  my v ie w  i s  t h a t  t h e  W olfenden f a i l u r e  does 
n o t  o o u n s e l '" u s  'to s h o o t  f o r  s t i l l  more t h a n  t h e y  f a i l e d



to  o b ta in . In  t h i s  c o u n try  th e re  I s  a t  hand a r e s p e c te d
l e g a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  A m erican  Law I n s t i t u t e ,  w h ic h  has 
d r a f t e d  and may some day  a c t i v e l y  s p o n s o r  a model p e n a l  
code f o r  s t a t e  u s e .  I t  may n o t  be enough, b u t  i t  i s  more 
t h a n  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  o b t a i n  i n  some t im e  t o  come. I t  
s h o u ld  p r o v i d e  a  r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  and a  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  t h o s e  
h o m o p h ile s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o r k in g  f o r  la w  r e f o r m ,

-  F lo re n o e  Conrad

N.Y. M attachine Convention
De s p i t e  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a l l  Ar e a  C o u n c il s  o f  t h e  UtarrACHiNE

S O C IE T Y , IN C . ,  LAST /viftRCH (SEE THE LADDER, JUNE 19 6 1 )  BY THE 

NATIONAL HEADQUAFTTERS IN SAN FRANCISCO , THE "MATTACHINE MOVEMENT" 

IS  S T IL L  GOING STRONG.

Th e  Ma t t a c h in e  s o c i e t y  o f  n b v  Y o r k  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e

ANNUAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN NEW YORK OVER LABOR DAY WEEK

END (S e p t e m b e r  i - 4 ) .  p r io r  t o  t h e  b r e a k - u p  t h e  n a t io n a l  c o n v e n 

t i o n  WAS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN THAT C IT Y .

To p i c  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d , a l t h o u g h  i t

W ILL FEATURE THE USUAL PANEL DISCUSSIO NS AND GUEST SPEAKERS, THE 

P R IC E  IS  $ 1 5 .0 0  FOR A LL A C T IV IT IE S ,  AND RESERVATIONS MAY b€  MADE 

TO THE MATTACHINE S O C IE T Y , IN C ., OF NEW YORK, ROOM 304 ,  I l 33 
BROAOW Y, new  YORK 10,  N . Y .

Of  EXTREME IMPORTANCE IS  THE FACT THAT THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL 

As s o c i a t i o n  i s  h o l d in g  i t s  c o n v e n t io n  in  new  Y o r k  o v e r  t h e  sa m e  
WEEKEND.

Me m b e r s  o f  New  York Ma t t a c h i n e ,  ONE, In c . ,  a n d  t h e  Da u g h t e r s  o f  

B i L i T i s ,  In c . ,  New  Y o r k  c h a p t e r ,  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n

PANEL, ALONG WITH (MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIA

T IO N . T o p i c  OF t h e  p a n e l  w i l l  b e  "Do  t h e  h o m o p h il e - C e n t e r e d  

Or g a n i z a t i o n s  Se r v e  A v\<o r t h y  s o c i a l  Pu r p o s e ? "

F u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  o n  t h e  new  Y o r k  c o n v e n t io n  w i l l  b e  p r i n t e d

IN THE LADDER AS IT  BECOMES know n.  FOLLOWING THE CONVENTION A 

FULL REPORT ON THE VARIOUS SESSIONS AND SPEAKEFiS W ILL APPEAR IN

THE LADDER.

©pen gPßtte/t to a Sfesb l a n

1  was moat s o r r y ,  t h a t ,  d a y  on t h e  t r a i n ,  when you  
s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  s e ^ t  b e h in d  me and saw t h e  pop

u l a r  book on L e s b l a n a  I was r e a d i n g .  To s e e  y o u r  s t u r d y  
l i t t l e  body  s t r a i n  a s  you  l i f t e d  t h a t  h e av y  s u i t c a s e  
and marched o f f  t o  a n o t h e r  car»>'made me want t o  c r y  out 
t o  y o u ,  " P l e a s e  d o n ’ t  g o , "  Of c o u r s e  I»m a  b i g ,  f o r m i d a b le  
l o o k i n g  man. I c a n ’ t  h e j p  l o o k i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  I ’ a  
d i f f e r e n t .  I  do u n d e r s t a n d  and adm ire you  and a l l  y o u r  
f e l l o w  L e s b i a n s ,  I  want y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  me y o u r  f r i e n d ,
I ' d  l i k e  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  y o u  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who would 
w h is p e r  f a c t s  t h e y  s h o u ld  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  w h i s p e r i n g  b e 
ca u s e  t l* e y  t h i n k  so m eth in g  e s s e n t i a l l y  c l e a n  i s  d i r t y ,
I ’ d l i k e  t o  s a y  bo them, "So t h a t ’ s how l i m i t e d  i s  y o u r  
mindl B e cau se  t h e s e  s e n s i t i v e  p e o p l e ,  t h e s e  o f t e n  good 
and u s e f u l  p e o p l e ,  have one q u i r k  i n  t h e i r  makeup t h a t  
makes them d i f f e r e n t  from y o u  BUT NOT INFERIOR, you have 

t h e  a u d a c i t y  t o  bo m a l i c i o u s  and t o  im p art  h u r t .  How 
much b e t t e r  t o  have t h e i r  q u a l i t y ,  w h ich  e n t a i l s  a  h i g h  
d e g r e e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and t e n d e r n e s s  and l o v e ,  th e  r i c h 
n e s s  o f  s o u l  i t  t a k e s  t o  g i v e ,  th a n  t o  have  t h o s e  o t h e r  
q u a l i t i e s  y o u  so c a s u a l l y  a c c e p t ,  I  mean c r u e l t y  and 
m ean ness, s m a l l n e s s  and b i g o t r y .  I f  you  c o u l d  see  y o u r 
s e l f  r e a l l y  o b j e c t i v e l y ,  y o u ’ d squirm  w i t h  s e l f - c o n t e m p t . "

But y o u  were g o n e ,  i n  y o u r  t r i m ,  c l o s e - f i t t i n g  J a c k e t  and 
f o u r - i n - h a n d  t i e ,  y o u r  s h o r t - c r o p p e d  h a i r  and f l a t  h e e l s ,  
and I d i d n ’ t  w an t t o  e m b a r ra s s  o r  f r i g h t e n  y o u .  P e rh ap s  
t h i s  i s  what I most w ould  l i k e  t o  t e l l  y o u ,  th o u g h :

I ’ m J e a l o u s  o f  y o u .



Y e s ,  I ,  a p h y s i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
h i g h l y  a c c e p t e d  s o c i a l l y ,  man, am j e a l o u s  o f  y o u .  J e a l o u s ,  
even  th o u g h  I know t h a t  much o f  y o u r  l i f e  y o u  must l i v e  
a  l i e ,  t h a t  a l o v e  y o u  f e e l  so d e e p l y  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  sh o u t  
i t  from th e  h o u s e t o p s  must bo masked b e h in d  a g i r l - t o -  
g i r l -  s o c i a b i l i t y ,  even  th o u g h  I know you  have  s u f f e r e d  
h u m i l i a t i o n  when y c u  were fo u n d  o u t ,  and t h a t  you  a l s o  
have s u f f e r s d  p a i n f u l  l o s s e s  a s  y o u r  f i c k l e  f r i e n d s  fo un d 

o t h e r s ,

V/hy?

B e ca u se  o f  y o u r  many good q u a l i t i e s .  B e ca u se  o f  y o u r  
c o u r a g e  t o  be w h a t ,you  a r e  when f a m i l y  and c h u r c h  and 
econom ic p r e s s u r e s  s a y ,  " D o n ' t  be d i f f e r e n t .  Put on 
y o u r  p r i s o n  u n i fo r m  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y  and we w i l l  re w ard  

you by l e t t i n g  you  go t h r o u g h  l i f e  i n  l o c k s t e p  w i t h  u s , "

And b e c a u i e . o f  y o u r  d e p th  o f  human u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  so rajich 

g r e a t e r  th a n  any we m igh t  d a re  a d o p t  o r  f o r  w h ic h  we 
m ight mine d e e p l y  i n  our s o u l s  i n  t h e  h o p es  o f  e ve n  coming 
c l o s e .  I f  wo had t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  empathy y o u  d o ,  
how happy would be our w i v e s  and how w o n d e r f u l  w ould  
be our home l i v e s .  But t h e  gro un d r u l e s  f o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
l i v i n g  d o n ' t  seem t o  c a l l  f o r  i t .  The " n e e d "  f o r  b u s i n e s s  
a d v a n t a g e s  d o e s n ' t  a l l o w  i t .  And many o f  u s  n e v e r  r e a l i z e  
t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s o l f - l m p o s c d ,  r l d l o u l o u s - o n -  

t h e i p - f a c e  l i m i t a t i o n s *

T o e, a s  a  man, i  must a c c e p t  my l o t ,  my f a c e ,  my b o d y ,  
my c l o t h e s ,  my mannerisms and I can  do b ut  l i t t l e  t o  make 
m y s e l f  mere a t t r a c t i v e  t o  my mate* But l u c k y  y o u ,  i n  y o u r  
b i v a l e n t  r o l e ,  can don e x c i t i n g  a t t i r e ,  c a r e s s - i n v i t i n g  
s a t i n s ,  e y e - e n t h r a l l i n g  nylon® , b e a u t i f y i n g  c o s m e t i c s ,  
p r o v o c a t i v e  p e r fu m e s .  You ca n  v i s u a l l y  i m p a r t  t o  y o u r s e l f  

t h e  l o v e l i n e s s  -that l i e s  w i- th in .

But t h i s  i s  th e  f a t e  t h a t  i s  y o u r  good f o r t u n e .  F e e l  t h a t  
you  a re  someone e x t r a  s p e c i a l ,  someone e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f o r 
t u n a t e ,  someone who h a s  boon g i v e n  a g i f t  d e n i e d  t o  many.

D o n 't  be a f r a i d ,

I s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  aro  many o f  u s  who d a re  n o t  be a n y 
t h i n g  more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  normal who adm ire  and envy

2C

you and g la d ly  would exchange p la c e s  In  l i f e  w ith  you
I f  o n l y  a  k i n d l y  f a t e  w ould  p e r m it  u s  t o  do s o .

M e a n w h ile ,  a c c e p t  our q u i e t  f r i e n d s h i p .  Know t h a t  w id e 
s p r e a d  amid c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  a r e  many who r e g a r d  
you  p e r h a p s  even more h i g h l y  th a n  you d e s e r v e ,  who r e s p e c t  
you  an d , ho w ever t h e y  c a n ,  w i l l  r i s e  i n  y o u r  d e f e n s e .

B e c k w ith  T , S t e r n h a u s e r

S e a r c h  f o r  S a f e t y  

( C o n t in u e d  from  page  I3 )

M is s  G r a n t ' s  head t h r o b b e d .  She le a n e d  down t o  p l a c e  M rs. 
K in g  i n  t h e  c h a i r .  I t  was t h e n  t h a t  M rs, K in g  k i s s e d  h e r  

on t h e  ch e e k  and g i g g l e d  s h r i l l y ,

" D o n ' t  do t h a t , "  M iss  Grant s a i d  h a r s h l y ,  p l a c i n g  h e r  f i n g e r s  

on h e r  f a c e  t o  c o o l  th e  b u r n in g  s p o t ,

"Why, G r a n t l y , "  Mrs. K in g  s a i d ,  " y o u ' r e  b l u s h i n g ! "

W ith t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  g e t t i n g  l o o .  M iss  Grant t o o k  t h e  h a l f  
f i l l e d  w a t e r  p i t c h e r  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .  She knew she c o u ld  n o t  

s t a y  on w i t h  M rs. K i n g .  Che wondered what e x c u se  she c o u ld  

g i v e  f o r  le a -v ln g  a  c a s e .

THE
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LESBIANA
By Gene Damon

175. THE HAPPY .ViEDlUiil BY L IS S A  OiARELL. C o m R D , I96O; FAWCETT 

C R E ST, 1 9 6 1 .

Ex c e l l e n t  n o v e l  o f  t h e  TV in d u s t r y  w h ic h  in c l u d e s  m a jo r

LESBIAN AND MALE HOMOSEXUAL CHARACfERS. PRODUCES A R E A L IS T IC ,  

AGREEABLE ENDING FOR MOST PARTICIPAN TS -  THE RATS GET T H E IR S  

AND THE GOOD ^ET TH E IR  JUST REWARD. PLEASANT AND T IM ELY .

176. THE SAVAGE SAL0Æ BY CARTER Br Ow n . 

P U B L ., Sy d n e y , Au s t r a l i a , i9 6 0 .)

S IG N E T , 1 9 6 1 .  (HORWITZ

Ra t h e r  f u n n y  m y s t e r y  n o v e l  a b o u t  m u r d er  in  a n  o p e r a  c o m p a n y ,  

He l e n  m i l l s ,  t h e  p r im a  donnia' s  f a i t h f u l  s e c r e t a r y ,  i s  a  much 

m is t r e a t e d  L e s b i a n ,  s h e  g e t s  w is e  t o  h e r  m i s t r e s s  a n d  d e s e r t s  

h e r ,  a l o n g  w it h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  c o t e r i e  o f  b o t h  s e x e s .

1 7 7 .  A m in o r it y  b y  Gordon  IiIE stw o o d .  L o n g m a n ' s ,  Gr e e n , i9 6 0 .

A YHOLLY SYMPATHETIC AND APPROVING GROUP ANALYSIS OF THE 

MORES OF 127 m a l e  HOMOSEXUALS IN THE LONDON AREA. THE AUTHOR 

CLEARS Uf̂  SOME OF B ER G LER 'S ID IO T IC  REMARKS AND SOME OF K lN -  

S E Y iS  CONFUSION ABOUT LOVE AND SEX BEING ONE AND THE SAME 

THIM3.

178. THE SINGING AND THE GOLD BY Ch a r l o t t e  Morrow  L o n d o n .  New 
Al t h o r s  Lt d . ,  i9 6 0 .

En c l o s e d  in  a  p o ig n a n t  n o v e l  o f  y o l n g  h e t e r o s e x u a l  r o m a n ce  

IS  A l e n g t h y  p o r t r a it  o f  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  OLDER LE S B IA N , 

■h e n r y , "  w o  h /as "b u r n t  o u t  h e r  e m o t io n s  i n  l i f e , "  Fa l l s  in  

LOVE WITH THE ULHAPPY HEROINE AND T R IE S  HARD TO HELP H E R . 

v\E L L  d o n e , PARTICULARLY IN SHCWING GREAT SYMPATHY TO HENRY 

AND D EPICTIN G  HENRY'S LOVE FOR THE YOUNGER G IR L  IN A TASTE

FUL AND E X C IT IN G  MANNER. PUBLISHER COMPARES THE BOOK TO 

OLIVIA, AND THE s t y l e  OF WRITING IS  S IM IL A R .

179* t h e  PURE AND THE IMPURE BIY SIDONIE GabRIELLE COLETTE, NEW 
YORK, Farrar k R inehart,  1 9 3 3 ,

THIS IS THE OM.Y En g lish  translation of Co let t e 's  greatest

BOOK, CES PLAISIRS. CO PIES OF T H IS  SEMI-MEMOIRS, SEM I-NON- 

F IC T IO N  VWRK ARE RARE, BUT THE SEARCH IS  WORTHWHILE. WITH 

GREAT DISCRETIO N AND IMJERSTAIvOING THE GREAT LADY OF FRENCH 

LETTERS T E LLS  OF HER FR IEN D SH IP  WITH MANY LESBIANS AND MALE 

HOlWSEXUALS IN THE LITER A RY AND A R T IS T IC  C IR C LE S  IN PARIS AT 

THE TURN CF THE CENTURY. INCLUDED ARE LONG CHAPTERS ON RENEE 

V i v i e n  m d  *THe  Ma r q u i s e ' ,  a  L e s b i a n  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Th e r e  i s  

A b e a u t i f u l  HVWJ o f  p r a i s e  s u n g  TO THE LAD IES OF LLANGOLLEN. 

Al s o  c a t c i d , a m u s in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  t h e  r a n k s  o f  m a l e  Do n  

J u a n s ,  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  a  s o r t  o f  many w a.E  h o m o s e x u a l s .

180.  PILGRIM S IN THE ZOO AND OTHER STO RIES BY BRUCE BROOKS. 

b o s t o n , b e a c o n  Pr e s s , i9 6 0 .

Th i s  m a c a b r e  c x il l e c t io n  i s  r i f e  w it h  h o m o s e x u a l  i n c i d e n t s .  

T i t l e  s t o r y  i s  m a l e ,  o f  t h e  s w is h y  v a r i e t y .  " E y e  o f  n a t u r e " 

IS  r a t h e r  g r i s l y  o v e r t  Le s b i a n i s m .  " J o u r n e y  th r o u g h  t h e  

Sk i n " f e a t u r e s  a  L e s b i a n  a s  m o th er  o f  t h e  yo u ng  h e r o . Al l  

WELL WRITTEN AIE) INCLUDE SOME HOMOSEXUALITY, BUT VERY AVANT 

GARDE.

181.  TW ILIGHT G IR L  BY DELLA MARTIN. BEACON Bo o k s , 1 9 6 1 .

AN UNUSUAL IN T U IT IV E  BOOK. THE CONFUSED LON, SO L IK E  THE 

AVERAGE TEENAGE LE SB IA N ; M AVIS, THE UNFOfiCETTACLE NEGRO 

G IR L  L o n  LO VES, WHO SPCLTS PHILOSOPHY IN AN ALTERNATELY CUL

TURED VO ICE AND "MASSA" TALK, ARE EXCELLENT. THE DISCUS

SIO N OF Re n e e  V i v i e n  a n d  t h e  t r a n s l a t io n  o f  o n e  o f  h e r  s o n 

n e t s  ARE w e x  WORTH THE P R IC E  OF THE BOOK.

182.  SEX L IF E  OF THE MODERN ADULT BY OR. L e l a n d  E .  Gl OVER.

Belm o n t  b o o k s ,  1 9 6 1 .

A  SU RPRISIN GLY HUMANE M C  UTCOGMATIC TREATMENT OF THE L IF E  

H IS T O R IE S  OF SEVERAL LESB IAN  AND MALE HOMOSEXUAL COUPLES.

Th i s  t r e a t m e n t  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  bo o k  w as p u b 

l i s h e d  ONLY IN p a p e r b a c k .  A WORTHVHILE ADDITION TO THE 

" S C IE N T IF IC "  TREATMENT OF THE HOMOFHILE.



THE O F F E R I N G
e n d l e s s  s o u n d s  o f  WftTER RUSHED ACROSS THE SAND TO G IF T  US WHERE 

m  SAT WITH A CURIOUS MIXTURE OF POIVER AMD SIWALLNESS. WAVES, 

S IL V E R -F L E C K E D , ROSE T A LL AND BLACK TOWARD THE BEACH AND BROKE 

HEDWILY AT T H E IR  END, MAKING PATTERNS, L IK E  R IP P L E S  OF LAUGHTER, 

'.WHEN THEY AT LAST DREW BACK. MOONLIGHT BATHED LE GENTLY, AS 

THOUGH KNOWING IT  SERVED ONLY TO ENLIGHTEN WHAT TRANSPIRED BE

FORE US, It  w as a s  t h o u g h  i,ve  w e r e  a l o n e  i n  a  w orld  t h a t  

FRIGHTENED, YET SOOTHED AND PROMISED NO END TO THE PRESENTS IT  

BESTOWED.

FOR ALLONG TIME IT  WAS SO , U N TIL I COLLD F E E L  AT LAST F IL L E D  

WITH THE FASCINATION THE SIG H T TENDERED, AND I TURNED TOWARD 

H ER , SOMEHOW SHE WAS PART OF A LL T H IS : A BLEND OF THE BEAUTI

FUL AND OF THE P&ACE OF L IS T E N IN G  AND WATCHING, HER HAIR F E LL  

SOFTLY TC HER SHOULDERS WHILE A FEW VAGRANT WISPS OF. IT  PLAYED 

ABOLTT HER FA C E . HER EYES PONDERED THE SEA AND SEEMED TO ACCEPT  

GRATEFULLY WH/AT W/,S OFFERRED, SHE F E LT  MY GAZE ON HER AND RE

TURNED IT  FOR A LONG MOMENT, SM ILING GEN TLY, I MOVED CLOSE TO 

HER AMO SHE S LIP P E D  HER HAND INTO MINE VHTH THE SURENESS THAT 

T H IS  WOULD HAPPEN AGAIN A HUNDRED TIM ES IN THE NIGHTS TO CCME. 

HER L IP S  PAIiTED AS I BENT TO THEM AND RECEIVED MY K IS S  COM

P LE T E LY , HER MOUTH SiVEET-TAST ING AND Vi,ARM.

Th e  s e a  '.'h is p e h e d  th e n  in  a  loud  v o ic e  i Id n e v e r  h b \r d . And 

THE VHISPER ROSE TO' A SHOUT THAT ECHOED ACROSS THE SAND. I 

LEANED A'WAY FROM THE K ISS THAT LINGERED ON MY OWN L IP S , LOOKING 
QUICKLY INTO HER EYES. THEY MIRRORED WHAT I HAD HEARD AND I 

KNEW I ha d  not b e e n  WRONG.

Pe r h a p s  sh e  s e n s e d  t h e  f r i g h t  and  c o n f u s io n  in s i d e  m e , and s h e  

ORE'W AW/AY. Sh e  moved HER FACE SO THAT THE MOONLIGHT CAST A 

SHADOW AND I COULD NOT READ HER EXPRESSION. THE TIME m S  OVER, 

THE MOMENT ER.ASED BY THE CONFUSION TH^T SViEPT OVER ME STRONGER 

THAN any'  MURMURS OF THE SEA.

Th e r e  w e r e  no  w ords s p o k e n  b e t w e e n  u s  a s  we c r o s s e d  t h e  d u n e s  

AVJAY FROM THE BEACH. THE NIGHT W\S CR ISP NOW AND THE SOUNDS OF 

W,TER WERE FADING BEHIND U S. MOONLIGHT S T IL L  SERVED TO GUIDE US 

TO t h e  r o a d  p a s t  t h e  d u n e s ,  w h er e  s h e  s t o p p e d  t o  s t e p  INTO HER 

SANDALS.

WE HESITATED A MINUTE, LOOKING BACK. OVER THE TOP OF THE DUNES 

WE COULD JU ST BARELY SEE THE WATER G LIS T E N IN G . UNCERTAIM.Y I 

MOVED AWAY, ALREADY FEELIN G  A SA D I^SS REPLACING THE TURMOIL 

W ITHIN ME. SHE REACHED MY S ID E  AND GRASPED MY HAND AND I FELT  

THE COOL IMPRINT OF A KEY IN MY PALM, I LOOKED AT THE K EY, THEN 

TO H E R , BUT SHE HAD ALREADY GONE THE FEW STEPS TO HER CAR AND 

OPENED THE DOOR. I FOLLOWED, SADNESS AND INDECISIO N EBBING.

VDÉ BOTH LAUGHED AS I GOT IN AND STARTED THE CAR. SHE LOOKED 

ONLY B R IE F LY  AT THE LUGGAGE IN  THE REAR BEFORE NESTLING CLOSE 

TO ME, AND I KNEW OUR D R IVE BACK TO THE VILLA G E  WOULD BE AC

COMPANIED BY THE THOUGHT OF WHAT SHE HAD SAID  E A R LIE R : " I F

T H E R E 'S  LOVE, IT  CAN B E ."

-  I .  A . BARTEL

" I  F E E L  A L IT T L E  L IK E  THE PRODIGAL CH ILD  WHO HAS COME HOME AT 

LAST AFTER YEARS OF DESERTIO N; AND THOUGH IT  IS  GOOD TO BE 

BACK IN THE FOLD, I AM UNCOMFORTABLE ABOUT IT  AND FRIGHTENED 

BY THE LONG ABSENCE THAT HAS MADE THE FAM ILIAR SEEM SO STRANGE.

"An d  I WONDER, TOO, IF  I EVEN QUALIFY AS A SUBSCRIBER, FOR, 

THOUGH I AM YEARS PAST 21 ,  I AM ALSO A WIFE AND THE MOTHER 

OF THREE CHILDREN, WHICH MAKES ME A SORT OF PA R IA H 'S PARIAH, 

DOESN'T I T ,  IN THE TW ILIGHT WORLD?

" S T IL L ,  IF  T H IS  IS  ANY RECOMMENDATION (AND IF  IT  IS N 'T , AT 

LEAST I T ' S  A FUNNY STORY) I 'V E  JUST SPENT 14 MONTHS ATTEND

ING THE Fa m i l y  Gu id a n c e  Cl i n i c ,  a t t h e  e n d  o f  m y l a s t  c o n s u l 

t a t i o n ,  THE COUNSELOR THREW UP H IS  ARMS IN  HOPELESS (AND HIGH

LY  u n e t h i c a l ) f r u s t r a t io n  AND CROAKED: 'ONE HUNDRED AMD TWCM- 

TY HOURS OF T H IS  AND I CAN'T EVEN MAKE YOU DOUBLE-GAITEDi *

AND HE GAVE ME THE LADDER'S ADDRESS AS A GOING-AWIAV PRESENTI"

E ,  M ., Fl o r id a



" I n  t h e  J u n e  | 2 ,  1961 e d i t i o n  o f  MIDNIGHT, THE MOST p o p u l a r  

TABLOID IN CANADA, THERE APPEARS A LETTER FROM TVW LESBIAN S  

NAMED O 'Ha r e  a n d  k i t t y  fr o m  Ba l t im o r e ,  Md .  t h i s  l e t t e r  d e p i c t s

THE L I F E  OF THE LESBIAN AS MORE PLEASANT AND G R A TIFYIN G  THAN 

THAT OF THE AVERAGE WOIAN. IT  IS  REFRESHING TO FIN D  PEOPLE 

WHO ARE SO F R A f«  AND SIN CER E IN EXPRESSING T H E IR  O PIN IO N S.

Th e  tw o women s a i d  t h a t  a  g l a n c e  a t  y o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n  m ig h t

SERVE TO PROVE T H E IR  CONTENTION AND THEY L IS T E D  YOUR ADDRESS.

Th e r e f o r e  I am  e n c l o s i n g  $ 1 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  o f  y o u r  

PUBLICATION  AND HOPE YOU W ILL PROVIDE INFORIiATION ABOUT SUB

SC R IB IN G  TO YOUR PU B LICA TIO N ,"

J .  H , ,  Ka n s a s

* ♦  *  * *

EDITOR'S NOTE:

HERE IS  THE LETTER WHICH WAS ADDRESSED TO THE ED IT O R , MID
N IG H T , 2 0 1 5  Drummond St . ,  Mo n t r e a l ,  C a n a d a .  (IE a r e  in d e e d

G R A T IF IE D  BY RESPONSE RECEIVED FROM MIDNIGHT READERS.

"Th a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a p e r  w h ic h  f o r t u n a t e l y  d o e s  

PERMIT a  PRO AND CON DEBATE ON THE SUBvJECT OF HOMOSEXUALITY 

AND l e s b i a n i s m .  Vit (LESB IA N S) DON'T WISH SYMPATHY; WE ASK 

ONLY IW 3ERSTANDING. AS A GROUP WE ARE NO MORE IN CLINED TO 

BE GEN IUSES OR N E 'E R -O O -IC L L S  THAN ANY OF THE OTHER 'ST R A IG H T ' 

GROUPS. Th e  m o r a ls  o f  L e s b i a n s  i n  a n y  c o m m u n it y  a r e  on  a  p a r  

W ITH, OR ABOVE, THOSE OF THE NORMAL C IT IZ E N S . VVE (MYSELF AND 

MY ROOM-MATE) ARE IN SHOW B U SINESS AND WE W ILL ALWAYS DO OUR 

UTMOST TO ENTERTAIN EVERYBODY.

"T h e  L e s b i a n  a d o p t s  h e r  w ay  o f  l i f e  w it h  n o  d e s i r e  n o r  in t e n t  

OF c h a n g in g . Th a t  d o e s n ' t  m ean  s h e  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  -  

EVEN DEVACTATINGLY -  F E M IN IN E, AS MOST I KNOW A R E . SHE IS  

in d e p e n d e n t ,  c r e a t i v e , PRODUCTIVE -  AND HAPPY, ALSO HER 'S E X '  

L IF E  IS  MUCH MORE PLEASANT AND G R A TIFYIN G  THAN THAT OF THE 

'AVERAGE' WOMAN, A GLANCE AT THE LESB IAN  PUBLICATIO N MAY CON

VIN CE YOU OF THE ABOVE. THE ADDRESS I S :  THE LADDER, D . O .B . ,  

S u i t e  10 8 , 12 3 2  Ma r k e t  St . ,  Sa n  F r a n c i s c o , Ca l i f ,"

O'Hare AND k it t y ,  MARYUXND

I N C 0 R P 0 R
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